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IN9ES  VO  VOLUME  XXVL 


A. 

Adams,  John,  a letter  from  him, 
written  in  1775,  279;  his  toast, 

4th  July  325 

Adams,  John  Q.  on  internal  im- 
provements, 251, 328;  see  con- 
gress. 

Advice,  unasked  220 

Africa — meeting  of  the  coloniza- 
tion society  16;  of  the  colony 
in  264,  282,  28S;  address  289; 
a slave  vessel  blown  up  136; 
captured  222:  Ashantee  war 

222,  244,  286,  365 
Agriculture,  on  the  protection  of, 
132 — see  tariff,  &c. 

Alabama. — prices  of  bank  notes  in, 
200;  to  encourage  the  growth 
of  cotton  in  282;  exports  of 
Mobile  400 

Albany — election  of  a mayor  of  48 

America  and  Asia,  of  the  passage 
between  43 

America,  the  ship,  case  of  72 

Anniversary  of  independence 

297,  299 

Appointments — civil  200,  216, 
280,  296,  368;  military  245, 
335;  naval  264 

Appropriation  bill,  general  sum- 
mary of  88 


marks  on  the  multiplication  of 
281 — seethe  several  states. 
Barbary  states — affairs  with  Great 
Britain  21,  53,  202,  244,  255; 
342;  depredations  on  the  coast 
of  Spain  136  ; American  consul 


at  Algiers 


333;  starvation  364;  inatarrefc- 
tion  act  31$ 

[King,  the — speech  on  opening 
parliament  22;  notice  of  de- 
bates upon,  &c.  43;  speech  on 
proroguing  parliament  39.5 


honorable  conduct 


270;King  and  queen  of  the  Sand- 


Barton,  Mr 
of 

Belzoni,  dies 
Bonsai,  Mr.  murdered  202 

Borrowing  money  201 — see  loans 
and  stocks. 

Boston,  great  market-house  tobe 
built  in  336 ; large  fire  at  336 ; 
schools  400;  the  mayor  fined  432 
Bounty  on  exports,  British 
Boyle,  capt.  attacked 
Bradford,  Charles,  dies  371 

Brazil — horrid  account  of  a pri- 
son ship  38;  Montevideo  80 
a minister  arrives  from  96 
French  ships  off  the  coast  270 
lord  Cochrane  at  Rio  and  an 


wich  Islands  285,333 

298  Letter  carrier,  condemned 
244 


402 
364 

Liverpool,  the  trade  of  71;  in- 
crease of  33S 

London,  foreign  tonnage  at  221; 

population  244 

Loans  to  foreign  powers,  &c. 

248,  " 


affair  thereat 


Maitland,  sir  Thomas 
83 j Manufactures  prosperous 
328  Mar,  the  earl  of 
Marriage  bill 

Members  of  parliament  in 
U.  S. 

Nugent,  lord 
Navy,  state  :;f 
; Newspapers,  expansion  m 


371  Penance  in  a church l 


Armies  of  Europe 


Brewster’s  machine  for  spinning 
wool 

Bridle  bits,  of  cast  iron 
British  affairs — “Age  of  reason,” 
or  prosecutions  for  the  selling 
of  325 


243 : Anatomical  demonstrator,  death 


of  an  370 

j Army,  force  of  the  53 

j Artizans,  the  migration  of  364 
I Balloons  333 

245,  335  | Bishops,  for  the  West  Indies  21,  43 ! Spain  and  her  colonies- 

83' 

254 

Byron,  lord  -53,  364,  402;  see 
Turkey. 

Brougham,  Mr.  43 

Catalini,  Madam  43 

Canal,  a great  one  spoken  of  364  i Tariff,  the 
Crimes  and  criminals  6,  20,  244  Thames,  the  tunnel  under  the 


Army — appropriations  for  and  re- 
marks 50;  artillery  corps  for 
instruction  99;  brevet  rank 
221;  promotions  and  appoint- 
ments 

Armories,  national — see  congress : 1 Bounty  on  exports 
amount  paid  on  account  of  1 33  j Budget,  the 
Aruba,  gold  found  at  427 

Austria — repayment  of  a British 
loan  44;  troops  in  Italy  202 

B. 

Bailey,  Mr.  see  congress — deci- 
sion as  to  residence  in  his  case  50 
Balance  of  trade!  13 

Baltimore — Methodist  conference 
at  139,  181;  manufactory  of 
canvas  150;  inspections  176, 

301;  council  chamber  220; 
thunder  storm  at  281;  compa- 
ra4i  ve  commerce  337 ; proceed- 
ings relative  to  La  Fayette  362, 

428;  Atheueum  403 

.Bank  of  the  United  States — gene- 
ral exhibit  of  its  affairs  7;  vote 
concerning  the  old  one  130 
branch  in  Connecticut  176 
payments  of  gold  coins  176 
dividends  by  at  different  times 
and  remarks  240;  dividend  Ju- 
ly, 1 32.*;  302 ; on  laying  the  cor- 
ner sftonc  of  a branch  at  Bos- 
ton, with  remarks  on  the  old 
bank,  &c.  337 

Banks — that  of  Colombia  2:  rc- 


Postage 

363  Receipts  and  expenditures 
432  Revenue 

i Riego,  Mad.  dies 
i Russel,  lord  John 
; Sheffield  manufactures 
Seamen  and  marines 
Slaves  in  the  West  Indies 
Smith,  the  missionary 
South  America  21 


395 

21 

333 

3°3 


162. 

430 

255 

430 

395 

135 

86 

21,43 

242 

53 


53,  135,  324, 

333,  364 

21 

Specie,  arrival  of  430 

Steam  engines,  the  power  of  267 ; 

boats  370 

Stocks,  prices  of  21,  63,  221,  301, 

341  364 


Sugar,  consumed 


3 j Churches 
Capital 
Canning,  Mr. 

Cotton  manufactures 
Chinese  lady  in  England 
Cotton  imported 


24S 
254 
266 
364 
329 

Counterfeits  on  the  bank  of  Eng- 
land 336 

Derwent  lake  430 

Discovery  ships  255 

•Duties,  proposed  to  be  reduced  114 
Exports  2S5 

Flour,  Am.  priccof  341 

Free  trade!  114,267 

Gas  pipes  in  London  86 

i Greek  lean  43,53 

' Hastings,  the  marquis  of  21 

Ireland — gifts  and  loans  to 
churches  in  38;  disturbances 
j in  269,  285,  333,402;  case  of 
I abduction  230;  severe  laws 


341 
52 
330 
152 
835 
135 
255 
85 
135 
43 
241 
19,285 


Teas,  the  monopoly  of 
Titles  restored 
Treaty  with  the  U.  S. 

Travelling,  rapid 
Turnpike  roads 
Verona,  the  congress  of 
Waverly  novels 
West  Indies 
Wheat,  price  of,  See. 

Browdie,  Mr.  and  the  repair  of 
ships  4.37 

Buenos  Ayres — a king  to  be  pro- 
vided for!  36;  minister  to  the 
United  States  80;  reception  of 
Mr.  Rodney  90;  his  death  394; 
Washington’s  birth  day  at  192; 
state  of  things  403;  imports  403 
Bull,  John,  dies  432 

Byron,  lord,  see  “Turkey,”  dies  281 
C. 

Cape  dc  Verd  SJ&nd$  244 


KS'DBX. 


IV 


Cape  of  Good  Hope — -.coffee  raised 
at  6 

Caihoun,  John  C.  and  the  war 
department  50;  his  letter  to 
col.  little  268 

Canada — the  navigation  of  the 
St.  Lawrence  4,  SS;  accident 
in  216;  American  cottons  in- 
troduced 252;  ice  cavern  344; 
great  ship  launched  403 ; crown 
lands  in  430 

Canal  stocks  177;  Chesapeake 
and  Delaware  ISO 

Canvas,  American  150 

Castine,  duties  on  goods  import- 
ed at  161 — see  “congress.” 
Caucus — remarks  thereon  1,  85, 
177;  with  extracts  from  “Old 
South”  177;  letter  to  a gentle- 
man in  New-York  203;  Mr. 
Forward’s  circular  340 

Chancery  suit  69 

Charleston,  small  pox  at,  in  1738, 
216;  case  of  a free  colored 
man  at  336;  heat  344;  yellow 
fever  at  432 

Chase,  Jeremiah  T.  dies  280 

Cheese,  poisoned  432 

Chesapeake  and  Delaware  canal 
180,  240,  368 
Cherries,  large  ones  336 

China — arrest  of  freemasons,  &c. 

334 

Chili — American  minister  to  324; 
reception  of  Mr.  Allen  398;  ex- 
tent of  the  territory  403;  min- 
ister to  tkeU.  S.  431;  Chiloe  431 
Clay,  Mr.  see  congress;  run  at  69 ; 
his  great  speech  noticed — jeu 
d'esprit  of  113;  mentioned  161, 
218;  electioneering  against! 
220;  exposition  of  his  friends 
254;  his  speech  at  a public  din- 
ner, 326;  his  speech  on  the  ta- 
riff 378 

Clinton,  De  Wit — see  N.  York; 

toasted  in  Vermont  325 

Coal,  Lehigh  344 

Cochin  China , a canal  in  21 

Commerce,  on  the  protection  af- 
forded to  82,  83, 130,  192,  266 

Colombia — reception  of  Mr.  An- 
derson, &c.  23;  naval  actions 
136,  176,  427;  relations  with 
France  136;  British  commis- 
sioners in  244,  301:  privateers 
248;  301;  prizes  270;  the  Zea 
loan  270;  powrer  of  the  pope 
acknowledged  286;  about  the ' 
return  of  Spaniards  334;  great 
loan  negociated  334,  365;  de- 
cree to  raise  50,000  men  334; 
proclamation  of  Bolivar  334: 
military  movements  365,  431; 
consuls  in  the  U.  ‘S.  369;  of 
steam  boats  in  371;  pay  in  the 
navy  371;  treaty  with  Buenos 
Ayres  431;  extra  contribution 
431;  condemnations  at  Lagui- 
ra  431;  of  the  nuns  431;  de- 
cree concerning  merchants  431 

Congress — article  on  the  business 
of  S3;  members  of  appointed 
to  offices  51;  close  of  the  ses- 
sie>  201 


Congressional  proceedings.  < Johnson,  Mr.  F.  213;  Johnson,  Mr.  J.  S.  45 

Acts,  Kstof  those  passed  260  'Journals  of  the  old  congress  171,195 

Adjournment,  or  motions  for  33,  46,  64;  [Judiciary  system— proposed  amendments 
proposed  105,  124;  fixed  128  to  11,  45.  137,  160,  198,  211 

Agriculture,  the  committee  of  62,  76  Kennon,  lieut.  138,  199 

137, 197  Lands,  public — see  the  names  of  the  states, 


Alabama 

i Appropriation  bill,  general,  46,78,79,  30, 

I Appropriations  for  the  purchase  of  can-  j 
non.  &e.  29  j 

Arkansas  7,  215,  216,  224 

Armories,  the  national  64  J 

j Army,  accounts  called  for  32;  brevet offi- 
cers  32  | 

Auctions,  on  sales  at 
Balances  reported 


Baldwin,  Thomas 
Ball,  Mr.  dies, 

Bailey.  Mr- 

Bankruptcy,  a system  of 
Banks,  western, 

Barber,  Mr.  P.  P. 


Beaumarchais 
Benton  Mr. 

Bills  postponed,  &c.  201;  many  passed  21 1 
Breek,  Mr.  46 

Capitol,  on  the  police  of  11;  appropriations 
lor  32 

Cash  payments  of  duties  63,215 

Casrine  151,175;  statement  of  the  case  173  j 
Cambreleng,  Mr.  A 213  ; 

Canal  boats  109 

Caucus  debate,  noticed  49 

Cherokee  delegation  124,  126,  139,  211,  275 
Chesapeake  and  Ohio  canal  46 

Chitwood,  Sarah  106 

Claims,  the  settlement  of  78,  80;  sketch 
of  the  bill,  &c.  93, 137 

Clay,  Mr.  3, 69. 174,  216,  224, 378 


Jkc.  Mr.  Noble’s  remarks  concerning 
29;  as  to  crops  on,  &c.  48;  the  3 per  cent, 
fund  95;  refuse  lands  137;  the  bill  and 
explanation  153;  debts  due  for  176,  197; 
of  moneys  received  for  196;  private 
claims  in  Missouri  and  Arkansas  224; 
pre-emption  rights  224 

124,  199  Lane,  col.  192;  Letcher.  Mr.  160, 198;  let- 
197  ters  to  members  46;  Little.  Mr.  63;  Lloyd, 

11  Mr.  of  Mass.  rd8, 153;  Lloyd, Mr.  of  Md. 

2,  10.  12  | 28;  Lowrie,  Mr-  10; 

12,  32,  47,  48,  62  j Loans  213,214 

225  j Macon,  Mr.  1C;  McLane,  Mr.  126,  212, 
216  McDuffie,  Mr.  215 

14  j Massachusetts  claims  ' 159 


Cod  fisheries 
Colburn,  Reuben 
Collectors  of  the  customs,  &c. 
Colombia  river 
Columbia,  the  district  of 
Compensation  of  the  members 
Commerce 
Cooke,  Mr. 

Condict,  Mr. 

Constitutional  amendments 
Choctaw  Indians 
Copy  rights 
Copper  mines 
Countervailing  duties 
Crimes,  punishment  of 
Cumberland  road. 

Debt,  public 


128,  158,  175, 198,215  j Messages  of  the  president — on  the  claims 
78,  105,  153,  195  of  Massachusetts  7;  military  lands  in 
Arkansas  9;  monument  to  gen.  Woos- 
ter 47;  on  the  claims  of  gov.  Tompkins 
78, 158;  about  the  United  Brethren  79; 
various  mentioned  80,  93,  109,  199,  215; 
concerning  Indian  reservations  in  Geor- 
gia 101;  about  Mr.  Edwards  138;  on  sup- 
plies to  the  squadron  in  the  Pacific  176 

Metcalfe,  Mr.  79 

McNair,  Alexander  171,. 195 

Mexico,  trade  with  ' 197, 214 

Militi  a— various,  respecting  the  45 

Military  academy— on  the  purchase  of  ‘‘the 
farm”  10,11 

Mississippi  and  Ohio  rivers  12,  174,  197, 
211,  213 

138  Naval  and  navy— registry  of  seamen  pro- 

45  posed  9;i  contracts  11;  transportation 

46  of  gold,  Stc.  and  passengers  in  the  arm- 

9 ed  vessels  of  the  U.  S.  28,  29,  32;  ap- 

138  propriations  63,  94,  95;  pensions  78; 

63  crew  of  the  Wasp  124;  sloops  of  war 
150  128;  balances  139;  hospitals  171;  inqui- 

257  rv  concerning  the  cost  of  hemp,  iron, 
225  Jtjc.  for  ships,  195;  dry  docks  223;  tra- 
29.  62  veiling  expenses,  &c.  223;  marine 

215  corps  223 

105  National  currency  proposed  126 

171  Naturalization  106,  211 

46,  47  Noble.  Mr.  29 

195,196  Ohio,  disposition  of  certain  lands  in  197 

210  Ohio  and  Mississippi  rivers,  12,  211,  213; 
215  sketch  of  the  bill  concerning  174;  canal 
at  Louisville  176;  vote  respecting  197 

110, 153  I Paulus,  Barbary  124 

137  Partridge,  capt.  12 

Pea  Patch,  concerning  the  n 

Pennsylvania,  resolutions  of  the  legisla- 
ture of  - 94 

Pensions  45,  106, 109 


11; 

defalcations  93;  generai.law  respecting 
160,  173,212 


Debt,  on  imprisonment  lor  94, 96, 104, 1 05, 

Delaware  canal 

Benny,  Penelope,  13S 

Distilled  spirits’  95,  127 

Duane,  William  325 

Duties— bill  about  the  collection  of  224; 

duties  accruing  197  j p;att,  John  H.  138 

Department  of  state,  clerks  employed  in  11  ! „ . c 

Dickinson.  Mr.  153, 155;  D’Wolf,  Mr.  153;  [ p«st  office-general;  statement  from 

Dwight  Air  199  defalcations  93:  general. law  resnec 

Dry  docks  223 

Edwards.  Mr.  liis  letter  and  affair  118. 127, 

128  133,  1,0,  17s,  214,  215,  216;  pro  , 

ceedings  cf  the  committee,  and  remarks  , President  s louse 
on  Air.  Randolph's  letter  225;  further  | Pcysou  isle 
proceedings  248;  report  273,  290  Pr!Ze  a&e,"!s 

Evening  sessions  211.  214  I Pn.v,ate.c‘:V™s  no  ••  *?**:*' 

Foreign  relations  46  i P“ol;C  bu,!dm?*  ^ exposition  and  de- 

Forsyth,  Mr.  9;  Floyd.  Mr.  65,  125  ; „ bate  concerning  the  256 

Florida— she  stock  payable  under  the  tr-a-  Punctual  attendance  12, 

sy,  174,  200,  211;  of  ajcynal  in  175,  224;  j ^n<,uli>h’  Mr-  63>’  ot  *'*  ktler 
pre-emption  rights  19*7:'  the  seat  of  go-  ; R^c\SSrS 

vernmtnt,  &c.  199  | Receipts  and  expenditures  19. 

Fortifications  127, 123, 137, 15 1 i Reynolds,  Mr. 

France,  the  king  of:  ;98  j Reports— of  the  committee  on  agriculture 

French  spoliations  64, 215, 224, 259  j 76.  of  that  on  foreign  relations  as  to 

Gailiard,  Mr.  2il 

Garnet,  Mr.  13 


I Porto  Rico  privateers 
' Portugal,  of  the  relations  with 


169 
106 
192 
176,197 
110 
128, 13S 


Georgia,  Indian  lands  in  101,  124, 125,  139, 
199,  275 

Ghent,  the  treaty  of,  78,  105,  195 

Great  Britain,  the  convention  with  (no- 
ticed) 209,  217;  the  convention  and  pa- 
pers _ 226  to  239—345  to  362 

Hamilton,  Mr.  80,  125 

Hemp  y i 

Hogan,  John  B.  79 

Illinois, of  a canal  to  be  made  in  79 


I Importations  212 

Indian  titles  to  land  63,  93.  95,  101,  171, 

I 195,  197;  affairs  78,  105,  195;  trading 
establishments  79,  214 

'Indiana— resolutions  of  presented  10;  me- 
I mortal  of  the  legislature  28;  proposed 
canal  jn  46,  175,197 


Ingham,  Mr.  14;  bis  letter  to  G.  & S.  15  j Stewart,  Mr- 


French  spoliations  77,  259;  about  the  ci- 
vilization of  the  Indians,  with  docu- 
ments 91;  on  the  claims  cf  Massachu- 
setts 159;  concerning  the  Cumberland 
load  210,  in  the  cas.-  of  Mr.  Edwards's 
address  214;  on  piracies  274;  report  of 
the  select  committee  in  the  case  of  Mr. 
Edwards,  &c.  290,  documents  30 C;  on 
steam  bust  navigation  368 

Road  in  Ohio  212 

Rich.  Mr.  127;  Rogers,  Mr.  160 

Scott,  Mr.  197 

Seamen,  proposition  for  the  registry  of, 
&C.  9 

Shakers’  petition  11 

Slave  trade  47 

Smith,  Comfort  ' 46 

St  am  boats  199*  214,  225  - 

Stevenson.  MrJ  12 


d7*.  215 


INDEX. 


v 


5o*Jth  America,  ministers  to 
resolution,  4fre. 

Stocks,  on  the  exchange  of 

Supreme  court,  on  a decision  of 

Surveys  for  roads  and  equals  62,  128,  lpo. 


Symmes.  John  C.  93 

Tariff— petitions  against,  noticed  10,  11; 
tbe  bill  121;  the  law  209;  debates  and 
proceedings  It,  12,  13  17.  29,  30,  31, 

47,  62,  63,  64,  79,  80,  95,96,106  to  112, 

125,  127,  137,  139.  149,  155,  156,  157, 

158,  160,  168  to  173,  176,  196,  197,  1*3, 

199,  200;  sketches  of  speeches— of  Mr. 
Garnet  13;  of  Mr.  I'aylor  13;  P.  P. 
Harbour  14,  79;  Mr.  Webster  14, 15,  95, 

350,  Mr.  Ingham  14,  15;  Mr.  Forsyth 
31;  Mr.  Baylies  62;  Mr.  Catutnvkng  62; 

Mr.  Tod  64;  Mr.  Crowntushield  64;  Mr. 

Clay  64;  Mr.  Isaacks  79;  Mr.  Barbour 
155;  Mr.  Buggies  155;  sketch  of  the 
debate  on  iron  '29;  on  the  provisionjto 
meet  the  foreign  bounty  31;  classifica- 
tions of  the  votes  107,  111,  112,  113, 127 
Tavlor,  Mr.  of  the  house  13 

Taylor,  Mr.  of  the  senate  50,  93,155 

Time  of  meeting  11 

Tompkins,  D.  D.  73,  125,  (debate),  126, 

139,  149,  158,200,  212 
Trimble,  Mr.  127, 200,  212 

Van  Buren,  Mr.  45 

Vice  president  retires  2 1 2 

Vinton,  Mr.  199 

Virginia  claims  124 

Washington’s  portrait,  by  Peale  32,62,  105 
Washington  city  lots  197 

Watson,  Jaue  and  Josiah  170 

Webster,  Mr.  11,225 

Wevmouth,  David  45 

Williams,  Mr.  of  N.  C.  212 

Wrecks  and  wreckers  224 

Yeas  and  nays,  in  the  senate — on  the  ap- 
propriation for  the  purchase  of  cannon, 

6 c.  29;  od  certain  proposed  constitu- 
tional amendments  62;  on  abolishing 
imprisonment  for  debt  94,  105;  on  the 
location  of  troops  on  tbe  Upper  Missou- 
ri 105;  on  adjournment  106;  various  on 
the  tariff  bill  125, 13S,  154,  155,  156,  157, 

158,  168,  169,  171,  172,  196;  on  making 
Certain  surveys  136, 137;  on  the  eonveu- 
vention  with  G.  Britain  217,  2J7;  on  the 
bill  concerning  certain  pecuniary  eiaims 
137;  navigation  of  the  Ohio,  &e.  197 

Yeas  and  nays  in  the  house  of  representa- 
tives— on  motions  lor  adjournment  46; 
on  an  appropriation  lor  the  portico  at 
■the  president’s  house  45;  on  Mr.  Bailey’s 
case  62;  on  the  appropriation  bill  80;  on 
different  subjects  of  the  tariff  bill  96, 

197,  108,  109,  127;  on  remitting  certain 
duties  at  Castine  173 

Connecticut — election  of  govern- 
or 176;  election  of  senators 
203;  finances  and  school  fund 
326 ; La  Fayette  in  439 

Convention  With  Great  Britain 
relative  to  the  slave  trade — no- 
ticed 209,  217;  the  correspon- 
dence, papers  and  the  conven- 
tion at  length  226,  346  to  362; 
matters  at  issue  in  the  National 
Intelligencer  Sc  National  Jour- 
nal respecting  the  publication 
of  the  papers  299,  330,  340  | 


; Mr.  Clay’s  i piuates  off  the  coast — see  pi*"  i 
rates  ; prosecution  of  the  slave 
trade  327,  403 1 

Curien,  John  H.  dies  432! 

137,  149  D 


Dearborn,  gen.  432 

Debt  of  the  United  States,  at  va- 
rious periods  52;  statement 
and  views  of  250 

Debt,  imprisonment  for,  a severe 
case  400 

J Delaware — great  fire  at  New-Cas- 
i tie  134;  pauperism  in  265 

^Deinarara — Smith  the  missionary 

2S7 

<:Devils  Oven,51  a tavern  opened 
at  the  176 

Distances  of  places  326 

Dry  docks — recantation  about  202 
Duel  between  two  judges  296 

E. 

Earth,  slides  of  403 

East  Indies — pomp  and  parade  in 
200;  scarcity  of  food  365 

Editorial — address  on  opening 
the  volume  1;  Massachusetts’ 
claims  2;  the  tariff  3,  49,  97, 
114,  129,  132;  on  the  votes  on 
the  113;  presidential  election, 
Fenuo  and  Noah,  See.  18;  pro- 
ceedings in  New-York  35;  the 
caucus  19,  49,  S4,  203;  case  of 
lieut.  Weaver  130;  the  business 
in  congress  33;  production  and 
consumption  65,  81 ; on  the  na- 
vy 69;  on  the  production  of 
cotton  70;  “nautical  gentle- 
men” 192;  protection  of  com- 
merce, &c.  82,  130,  192,  266; 
British  bounty  on  exports  S3; 
on  some  remarks  of  Mr.  By- 
num, of  N.  C.  85;  concerning 
Mr.  Gallatin  97;  on  manufac- 
tures 9S;  on  British  free  trade 
114;  on  loans,  revenue,  &,c. 
201 ; letter  from  and  reply  to  a 
gentleman  in  New-York  203; 
Hartford  convention  219;  on 
loans,  bank  dividends,  &c,  240; 
on  the  tariff,  as  a revenue  bill, 
249;  on  pauperism  265;  on  ti- 
tles 266;  ou  the  emigration  of 
the  free  blacks,  and  the  power 
and  importance  of  Hayli  262; 
on  the  political  sabbalfl  207; 
notice  on  leaving  home  337; 
bank  of  the  U.  S.  and  the  4th 
of  July!  337;  letters  from  the 
editor  394,  401 ; on  the  close  of 
the  volume  42 
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Cooper,  president,  and  the  tariff  36  > Edwards.  Ninian,  appointed  min- 
ister to  Mexico  16;  his  letter 
to  thehouse  of  rep.  mentioned 
117;  extract  118;  remarks  129; 
letter  at  length  141;  of  his 
appointment  178;  Mr.  Craw- 
ford’s reply  ISO;  arrives  at 
Washington  and  defends  him- 
self 217;  resigns  267 ; report  of 
tiie  commitieu  273;  remarks 
207;  letters  of  Messrs.  Adams, 
Calhoun  and  McLean  because 
his  presence  vvais  forbidden  at 
the  4tli  of  July  dinner  299:  cor- 
respondence and  puiiers  382; 


Correa*  the  abbe,  dies 
Corn,  early  ripe 
Cotton  manufactures  3,  266,  301 ; 
Egyptian  6,  70, 178;  seed,  a gas 
from  17S;  oil  from  the  seed 
178;  extended  cultivation  253; 
progress  of  do.  329 

Counterfeits  and  counterfeiters, 
various  1G 

Crank  motion  139 

Crawford,  Mr.  his  reply  to  Mr. 
Edwards’s  address  181;  (see 
Edicards)  : of  his  health,  &.c.  240 
Croghan,  col.  368 

Cuba — denominations  of  money 
6j*  commerce  of  Havana  75: 


meats  306;  his  argument  310; 

Mr.  Forsyth’s  remarks  319; 
testimony  of  Mr.  Noble  and 
reply  “ 322,  323 

Egypt — cotton  6 ; victory  over  the 
“rebels”  in  44;  aid  to  the  porte 
286;  great  magazines  destroy- 
ed 256,  2S6,  364;  insurrections 
spoken  of  364;  manufactures 
of  396 

Erie  lake,  commerce  on  200 

Errors  of  the  press  282 

Erskine,  lord  151 

Executions  for  crimes,  remarks 
on  52 

Eye,  the  diseases  of  16 

v. 

i Fayette — his  letter  to  col.  Trum- 
bull 4;  to  Dr.  Thatcher  87;  his 
prospect  of  visiting  the  United 
States  64,  244,  267,  362;  ar- 
rives at  N.  York  and  proceed- 
ings 401,  427;  refuses  to  an- 
swer when  called  marquis  70, 
his  speech  on  the  celebration 
of  Washington’s  birth  day  134; 
toast  4th  of  July  402;  proceed- 
ings in  Massachusetts  267;  do., 
in  Maryland  267;  in  N.  York 
3£4;  do.  in  New-Jerscy  339;  in 
Baltimore  340,  362;  address 
and  reply  428;  mayor  of  Bos- 
ton’s letter  to  him  and  replj 
339;  a citizen  of  Maryland  and 
Virginia  402;  decease  of  his 
mother  402;  order  of  the  pre- 
sident of  the  U.Siatcs  concern- 
ing him  403;  remarks  on  the 
attentions  paid  him  428;  letter 
to  him  from  the  mayor  of  Phi- 
ladelphia and  reply  428;  ad- 
dress of  the  French  in  New 
York  429;  anecdotes,  &c.  &.c. 
429;  progress  through  Connec- 
ticut, &c.  429:  life  of,  Lc.  to 
be  published  422 

Fenwick,  Mr.  bishop  of  Cincin- 
nati 364 

Financial — essay  ou  the  loans, 
&.C.  240;  accuracy  250 

i Fisheries — the  southern  S3 

j Flax  and  hemp,  a machine  for 
breaking  * 3G4 

Florida — claims  under  the  treaty 
247,  251,  2G5,  336 
Flour — at  Buenos  Ayres  16 

Floyd,  Mr.  remarks  on  an  extract 
from  his  speech  65 

Food,  animat  and  vegetable,  inte- 
resting statements  concerning 

65j  81 

j F o r t i ft  cations — a t p v c p r i a [ j c n s 
for  “ 15 1 

F o r w ard,  M r.  1 1 i s circ  ula  r 340 

! Foster.  John,  dies  17  6 

j r'n/.-i.  i — naval  matters  6;  armv 
j 3-Jv;  the  budget  402:  duke  of 
j Be! iu no  6;  riots  and  coudem- 


letter  to  the  editors  of  thc/N 
lianal  Intelligencer 


doeu- 


natious  48;  Kile; 
ioUiiS  43,  4.'-:  d- 
Spain  43;  of  the  i 

ops  it!  the  Y'c 
*;  elections,  ti 
; cciubratiou  i. 
birth  day 
newspaper 


las 

trot 
2 Sa 
92; 
ton 


d on  the 
. due  from 
g 45,  364; 
ships  and 
Indies  44. 

Wa  dii::  ••- 
185;  war 


INDEX. 


& 


in  Spain  255;  of  the  press 
395;  cotton  manufactures  266;  • 
vessel  captured  with  stores 
301;  M.  Constant  301;  popula- 
tion 333;  ministers  defeated 
342;  M.  Chateaubriand  364, 
395;  septennial  parliaments 
304;  minister  arrives  in  the  U. 

S.  371;  North  Am.  Review, 
irpoi’nited  395;  guillotine  395; 
iavid’s  painting  of  Mars  395; 
4th  of  July  at  Paris  402; 
Charles  Le  Brun  dies  402;  rer 
lotions  with  IIayti-s.ee  Huyti 
and  434;  bishop  Cheverus  .430 

(Tree  blacks,  on  the  emigration 
of— see  Hayti  and  2S2 

Free  trade!  267 

Freeman,  col.  C.  dies  18 

Frost  on  the  3rd  August  432 

G. 

Gallatin,  Mr.  notices  of  97,  340 
Gatewood,  Philemon,  dic-s  24S 

Geographical  enquiries  284 

Geo rria—l  r» d i a n reservations 
therein,  correspondence  and 
papers  101,  117;  memorial  of 
the  Cherckees  139;  governor 
Troup’s  letter,  replication  of 
the  Indians,  &c.  275;  U.  States 
troops  a'  Savannah  24S 

Georgia  Journal,  extract  and  re- 
marks 324 

Germany — population  of  253;  of 
the  confederation  402 

Ghent,  the  treaty  of—  meeting. of 
the  commissioners  281— see 
congress. 

Giant,  a 221 

Gia-s — on  the  import  of  British  S3 
CJt\ccc — ste  Tut  key. 

H. 

Hull,  great  stnvm  of  3.3. 

Harper,  general  3.27 

1 fart  ford  con  ventioc— - remarks 
on  219 

Hay,  George,  Ids  letter  to  Mr. 

Cowrie  134 

Hayti — relations  with' France  71, 
192,  334;  importance  of  our 
trade  with  82,  ~o2;  of  the  emi- 
gration of  the  free  blacks  to — 
arrival  of  citizen  Granville, 
particulars,  remarks,  decree 
(if  president  Boyer,  Sic.  270; 
of  the  state  of  the  island,  its 
power  and  resources  232; 
•meeting  in  N.  York  about  emi- 
gration to  £57,  283;  address  of 
'Mr.  Dewey  £88;  genera!  Har- 
per’* letter  to  Mr.  L>.  3m;  po- 
pulation 339;  citizen  Gran- 
ville’s address  to  the  free  co- 
lored people  of  N.  fork  373;. 
jctlcr  oi  jgniue  tv)  the  r.  v. 
Air.  Paul  4 .0;  departure  of 
e m igra : i i s 43  2;  a tragedy  com- 
posed by  a citizen  of  434; 

calculations  on  the  dkty 
on* ' 49,  84 

Health  in  long  sea  voyages  £30 
Hindoo  widows,  burned,  Sic.  32 
Holy  alliance  221,  214,  324*333 
Horse, -bites  off  the  tongue  of  a 
cow!  64 

House,  moving  16 


J. 


Illinois — wolves  in  248;  elections 
and  rejection  of  ftie  slave  pro- 
ject 426 

Indiana — the  town  of  Richmond 
7 1 ; gold  and  silver  mines  report- 
ed 152;  debt  of  the  state  326 

Indians — the  Osages  32 ; at  W ash- 
ton  city  363;  apprehended  hos- 
tilities with  certain  of  them  37 ; 
murders  432;  lands  in  Georgia 
— see  Georgia)  murders  of  In- 
dians 152 

Inland  navigation  338 — see  canals 
and  the  names  of  states.  ^ 

Ionian  islands — proclamations  of 
the  lord' commissioner  44,  342 
Irvine,  Baptist  96 

Irving,  Washington  368 

Italy — spread  of  the  faith,  pro- 
scription of  freemasonry  244; 
great  rains  in  431;  culture  of 
tobacco  prohibited  in  Naples  431 
Jackson,  gen.  a medal  presented 
to  hi  m 36 ; correspondence  with 
Mr.  Monroe  115, 134,  152,  161, 
2.19;  his  letter  on  the  tariff  245; 
a saying  of  251;  public  dinner 
at  Nashville  296;  abu-se  of  him 
324;  dedication  of  a booh  to 
him  336 

Jamaica,  insurrection  at  S35 
Jefferson,  Mr.  on  the  constitution 
of  Virginia  179 

Jerusalem,  a rabbi  from  152 

Jews  and  the  Sabbath  19;  the 
conversion  of  £25 

Johnson,  col.  Richard  M.  97,  153; 
see  congress. 

Johnson,  execution  of  9G 

Jones,  Paul,  letters  fo  and  from 
him  found 

K. 

Kant- — extract,  from 
Kentucky — acts  of  violence  in 
326;  elections 

Kidnapping,  cases  of  86 


tin;  cod  fisheries  261;  sale  of 
certain  lands  2 y 

Leather,  a vessel  sheathed  with  17 
“Legitimacy”  pure!  324 

Lehigh  coal  344 

Linnaeus,  his  birth  day  celebrat- 
ed 221 

Little,  col.  Peter  26S 

Loans,  revenue,  and  remarks  on 

201,  240,  282 

Longevity,  cases  of  96,  176,  280, 
296/344,  371 

Louisiana — military  commands, 
slaves,  See.  38;  road  from 
Washington  to  New  Orleans 
150;  commerce  of  the  port 
151;  ornamental  trees  planted 
344;  robbery  of  the  state  bank 
368;  elections  400;  black  hole 
at  New  Orleans  400;  bequests 
of  Mr.  Poydras  432 

Lousville  Insurance  company  251 
Lowrie,  Mr.  his  affair  with  pre- 
sident Monroe  and  gen.  Jack- 
son  115,  134,  161;  his  reply  to 
Mr.  Hay  152;  a public  dinner 
given  to  him  269 

M. 

Machine  for  making  shoes, gloves, 
&c.  364 

Macomb,  gen.  242 

Mac  Nair,  A.  his  letter  on  the 
trade  with  Mexico  263 

Madagascar,  the  island  of  21 

Me  Kim,  Isaac,  his  letter  as  to  a 
voA  on  the  presidency  32S 

Magellan,  passage  through  the 
straits  24S 

Mail — attempt  to  rob  it  16 

k>Iaihe — many  persons  killed  by 
the  fall  of  a frame  building  296^ 
369  5 Malta,  the  knights  of  244;  a 
I Greek  press  at  431 

330  'Mammoth,  another  skeleton 


Krcmer,  Mr.  his  letter  to  gen.  j 
Jackson,  fee.  16:! 

L. 

Law  casds-“the  slea.m  heat  case” 
mentioned  2,  267;the  opinion 
at  length  54:  curious  verdict  in 
Louisiana  15, breaches  ef  mar- 
riage promises  16,40::;  arrest 
of  a dead  body  38;  about  cer- 
tain fugitive  skives  52;  con- 
cerning vicious  dogs  71 ; chan- 
cery casein  New  York,  Whit- 
ney fic.  and  iieut.  Weaver  72, 

S;l,  I iS,  1 19;  affifcil  of  f a - Z, 
for  piracy  86,  2-16 ; public  sta- 
ges 133:  enlistment  of  minors 
139;  a house  described  2.0: 
cast?-  of  the  Olive  iJramJ:  £.•;'■  : 
“I’ll  see  you  paid”  n-ib;  strange 
legal  facts  364;  British — Ame- 
rican aliens  ill'-.;  singular  ease 
at  Boston  42 

Laws  of  tiieU.  S.  on  naturaliza- 
tion 246;  extension  of  pen- 
sions 246;  for  a change  of 
stocks  £4  7;  debts  due  for  pub- 
lic lands  26'u;  to  authorize  lu-  • 
diaha  to  open  a canal  £8! ; 
bor.nf.v  to  v-us.-ehs  ecuT-i  ir. 


found  _ * 220 

Manufactures,  generally,  (see 
tariff) — various  notices  of  3, 
9S;  Merrimack  company  363; 
foreign  frauds  3S;  amounts  of 
capital  invested  in  different 
stales,  fee.  51;  of  wool  81;  . 
kal  i,  caps  and  bonnets  SS,  267, 
325;  cottons  to  South  Ame- 
ea  301 ; Maryland  calico  329 

diary  land — college  burnt  at  Era- 
mi  Is  burg  252;  meetings  of  the 
Cincinnati  259;  calico  323 

Maria  Louisa,  said  to  marry  178 

Medals,  voted  by  congress,  pre- 
sented 33 

iM.i so,  rh : ■ selts — c]  a inis  for  m ilitia 
services  2.  7;  Merrimack  eom- 
1 puny  29a,  80S:  banks  86;  elec- 
i lion  of  governor  176,  220;  pau- 
I perisrn  265;  proceedings  in  re- 
g tr.i  lo  l.a  f ayetic  £67 

u:  vico — English  commissioners 
in  21;  imports  100;  Vera  Cruz 
100;  revolutionary  proceedings 
44,  100,  £71;  “supreme  direc- 
tor'’ 132.  :;22:  confiscations 
202;  privateers  iF;  interior 
trade  with  252,  2i>£:  Iturbide’s 
movements  231,  288;  fcls  letter 
to  Mr.  Quin  28C-;  to  the  coc- 
.••■•.  •;  of  M and  decree 


'thereon  365;  general  Bravo  1 
371;  arrival  of  Iturbide  431 

.•Michigan — increase  of  popula- 
tion 32 

meeting  of  the  legisla- 
ture 368 

Military  academy — see  congress; 
the  cadets  at  71;  report  of  the 
board  of  visitors  366 ^instruc- 
tion 99;  “the  farm”  202 

Mississippi — the  state  prison  li- 
mits in  16 

river — rise  of  the  wa- 
ters 216,  240;  fall  of  2S0 

Missmiri- tobacco  raised  at  Boon’s 
Lick  150;  migration  of  ne- 
groes from  the  state  326 

Mineral  waters,  analyses  of  295 
Money,  plenty  192,  252,  26S 

Mowing  machine  344 

Murders  and  executions,  re- 
marks on  52 

Mutiny  and  murder,  a case  of  64 
Monroe,  president — see  con- 
gress: his  correspondence 

with  gen.  Jackson,  115,  134, 
152,  161;  assaults  upon  151,  256 
N. 

National  prejudices,  remarks  on,  97 
“National  Intelligencer” — ex- 
tracts from  about  caucus  85 ; 
remarks  and  paragraphs  in 
201,  240 — see  “convention 

with  Great  Britain.” 

“National  Journal” — see  “con- 
vention.” 

“National  Advocate?’ — strange 
doctrines  of  2, 18;  Mr.  Noah’s 
expressions  in  1824,  compared 
with  Mr.  Fenno’s  in  1800,  18,  204 
Naturalization  laws  of  the  U.  S.  340 
Navy  and  naval.  The  Cyane  16; 
the  Spark  48,  336  ;**Porpois>e 
48,  296;  Grampus  280,  344; 
Ferret48;  Fox  48;  Weazle  48; 
Shark  48,  80,  100;  late  ship 
Wasp  87;  Constitution  152, 

2 02 ; United  States  176 ; Hornet 
371;  John  Adams  202,  371; 
Grey  Hound  202;  North  Caro- 
lina 248,  279;  Peacock  248; 
Franklin  218,  264;  Sea  Gull 
280;  United  States  296;  Onta- 
rio 368;  Decoy  368;  Jackall 
371;  Beagle  40(j;  the  light 
squadron,  its  location,  &c.  296 ; 
contracts  133;  balances  139; 
on  courts  martial,  order  of  the 
secretary,  &c.  50;  peace  estab- 
lishment S7 ; lieut.  Kennon  50, 

69,  71,  179;  lieut.  Weaver  6 9, 

72,  89,  117,  119,  130,  218;  re- 
marks on  the  navy  & the  secre- 
tary 69;  court  martial — case 
of  capt.  Smith  71;  memoranda 
of  officers  deceased,  &c.  87; 
remarks  on  the  navy  179;  ma- 
rine corps  240;  capt.  Evans 
248;. of  the  surgeons  in  252; 
promotions,  &c.  264;  Mr  Bro- 
die  337;  lieut.  Curnming  368; 
com.  Baron  employed  371; 
lieut.  Montgomery  400 

Nautical  gentlemen  192;  courtesy 
403 

Newspapers  published  in  the  U. 

3. 32;  British,  the  duty  paid  on 


INDEX. 

37;  printed  in  Philadelphia 
178;  changes  of  editors  &c.  325 
Net o York — proceedings  concern- 
ingthe  electoral  bill  5,  18,  100; 

• Mr.  Dudley’s  report  to  the  se- 
nate 24;  proceedings  thereon 
44;  bills  for  incorporations  re- 
jected 48;  nomination  of  go- 
vernor, &.c.  85;  militia  of  the 
state  96;  of  Mr.  Clinton  97, 
116;  Utica  convention  117; 
duelling  law,  133;  salt  manu- 
factured 150;  the  canals  17  7, 
216,  220,  . 252,  268,  230, 

336,  370,  400;  letter  to  a gen- 
tlemen in  203;  growth  of  popu- 
lation 216;  proclamation  of 
the  governor  243;  fire  in  the 
woods  248;  silver  mine!  in  252; 
pauperism  265;  banks  propos- 
ed 281;  in  respect  to  La  Fa- 
yette 324;  canal  loan  368;  go- 
vernor’s message  372;  pro- 
ceedings of  the  session  369,394, 
396;  weigiiing  lock  370;  ter- 
mination of  slavery  in  400; 
Black  Rock  harbor  402 

New  York — the  city:  prosperity 
of  16;  savings  bank  16;  lines  of 
packets  from  192;  birth-day  of 
Linnaeus  celebrated  221 ; about 
altering  the  charter  of  239; 
trade  with  Louisiana  and  Ala- 
bama 248;  vagrants,  &c.  336; 
commerce  337;  great  fall  of 
rain  368 ; arrival  of  La  Fayette, 
&c.  401,  427;  suicides  at  403 
New  Hampshire — election  of  go- 
vernor 96,  248;  penitentiary  336 
New  Jersey — town  of  Patterson 
282;  Cincinnati  of  the  state  337 
Netherlands — commerce  of  An- 
twerp 6;  commercial  company 
established  222;  the  great  ca- 
nal in  285 

Niles,  Anne,  decease  of  222 

North  west  coast — Russian  fri- 
gate on  4,  143;  reported  settle- 
ment of  differences  concern- 
ing 339 

North  Carolina — remarks  of  Mr. 
Bynum  concerning  the  editor 
85;  improvement  of  the  Cape 
Fear  river  176 

North  western  territory  216 

O. 

Office  hunting  37 

Ohio — “the  black  swamp”  in  280 
“Old  South,”  extract  from  the 
writings  of  177 

Ox,  a large  one  296 

Oysters,  the  cultivation  of  403 

P. 

Paraguay , regulations  concern- 
ing .431 

Partridge  capt.  336 

Pauperism,  notices  of  265 

Pennsylvania — election  of  elec- 
tors in  1800,  17,  203;  internal 
improvements,  the  bill  for  37; 
banks  incorporated  86;  the 
Schuylkill  252,  302;  Mr.  Todd 
264;  pauperism  2G5 

Pensioners — see  congress;  addi- 
tional regulations  for  the  pay- 
ment of  280 

Peppermint,  manufactory  of  48 


Pern — progress  of  the  war  in  20, 

44,  202,334,371,403,  431;  in- 
surrection at  Callao  222,  24  1 
403;  retaken  371;  prod  am  a- 
. tion  of  Bolivar  334;  his  force 
431 ; victory  gained  by  him  431 
Pickering,  Mr.  201 

Printing,  wonders  of  150 

Piracy,  acts  of  32,  48,  133.  270, 
296,  362,  37  1 

Philadelphia — deaths  at  16;- Sun- 
day schools  220;  great  fall  of 
rain  371;  a tread  mill  at  48: 
election  of  mayor  176;  com- 
merce 326,  337;  consumption 
of  water  400;  churches  400: 
dogs  killed  in  432 

Pittsburg,  steam  boats  built  at 
. 200;  population,  progress  of  216 
Political  Sabbath  29*7 

Portugal — agitations  136;  of  the 
queen  222;  troops  to  sail  for 
Brazil  256;  conspiracy  of  the 
queen  and  her  son  against  the 
king  285;  tranquil  301;  holy 
alliance  ministers  in  324;  of 
making  Lisbon  a free  port  333  ; 
queen  banished,  & c.  333;  ex- 
position of  the  late  disorders 
370;  foreign  troops,  to  be  ob- 
tained 402;  infant  don  Miguel  402; 
Post  office  regulations  65 

Presidential  election — notice  of 
proceedings  at  different  peri- 
ods 1 , 17,  19,  35;  “national  no- 
mination” 36,  53;  old  times 
39;  management  117;  policies!  332r 
Presidential— proceedings  of  the 
Virginia  caucus  and  remarks 
5,  62;  Pennsylvania  address 
39;  vests  69;  caucus  newspa- 
pers 99;  events  relating  there- 
to— New  Hampshire  253,  268: 
Massachusetts  221,  243,  253; 
Connecticut  203,  243,  269; 
New'  York  5,  19,  35,  53,  69,  09  , 
194,  243,  253,  269,  332,  369,* 
&c.  New  Jersey  203,  332,  341 ; 
Pennsylvania  5,  19,  39,  42,  269, 
332,  340;  Delaware  19,  194., 
203,  341;  Maryland- 93,  194. 
244,  253,  269;  Virginia  5,  20. 

39,  53,  204,  220,.  260;  North' 
Carolina  5,  39,  98,  194,  221, 
269,  333;  .South  Carolina  333; 
Kentucky  194;  Ohio  39,  194 
221,  269,  333,  341;  Indiana 
194,  253,  333;  Louisiana  333: 
Mississippi  204,  269;  Alabama 
333;  votes  22 i;  Washington! 
City  244;  calculations  254. 
Mr.  Gallatin  310 

Private  claims  before  congress  33 
Production  and  consumption,  es- 
says on  65,  81 

Providence,  R.  I.  handsome  be- 
quest to  4 32 

Prussia — population  of  Berlin  fi: 
disturbed  136;  a c.on^ti futio * ! 
talked  of  370;  university  of 
Halle  ’ ^ 402 

Publications,  new  432 

R. 

Randolph,  Mr.  a remark  of  183: 
embarks  for  England  192;  his 
letter  to  his  constituents  no- 
ticed 220;  the  felter  223 
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viii 

Rattlesnake,  a large  one  252 

Register,  the  Weekly,  accounts 
due  to  149;  concerns  of  220 

Refrigerator,  the  253 

Rhode  Island — banks  in  Provi- 
dence 200;  of  the  new  con- 
stitution for  noticed  281,  328 

Richmond  ^Enquirer,”  extracts 
from  and  remarks  130,251) 

Road  to  New  Orleans  150 

Roads  and  canals — surveys  of, 
see  congress;  proceedings  220, 
242 

Rodney,  Mr.  at  Buenos  Ayres  90; 

death  of,  & c.  394 

Rodgers,  com.  a publid  dinner 
given  to  368 

Russia — relations  with  Turkey 
222,  244,  402;  navy  ,333;  the 
army  370;  population  of  253; 
movements  of  the  emperor 
286;  discovery  ships  330;  state 
paper  345;  treaty  with  the  U. 

8.  mentioned 362, 389;  restric- 
tions on  the  press  402 

S. 

Saddles,  superior  48 

Sanford,  chancellor,  his  decision 
in  the  case  of  the  America  72 

Serpent,  extraordinary  248 

Shelby,- gov.  a medal  presented 
to  him  36 

Shingles,  a machine  for  the  mak- 
ing of  329 

Shirt  wove  in  a loom  371 

Sisters,  extraordinary  178 

Slaves  in  the  West  Indies  52, 341 ; 
concerning  certain,  a law  case 
62;  the  trade  in  150 — see  con- 
vention with  Great  Britain. 

Small  pox,  prevalence  of  16,  48, 
151,216,296 

Smith,  Mr.  of  S.  Carolina  130 

Smith,  gen.  S.  remarks  on  his 
speech  on  the  tariff  249 

South  Carolina — Cheraw  Bridge 
329;  great  heat  in  344 

■Spain — notices  of  the  state  of  the 
kingdom  6,  21, 43,  53,  222,  255, 
285,  364,  370,  431;  Mina  in 
p England  6;  decrees  of  the  king 
6,  53;  “Spanish  America,” 
supposed  designs  on  &c.  21,  53, 
270;  of  the  amnesty  136;  debt 
to  France  21;  French  soldiers 
in  21 ; imprisonments  431 ; per- 
mission to  trade  to  S.  A.  43; 
gen.  Casteldorios  136;  mono- 
polies granted  202;  hard  usage 
of  the  Spanish  deputies  203; 
robbers  222;  convention  about 
the  French  ttoopsjto  remain  in 
255;  women  whipped  285;  dis- 
orders— amnesty  spoken  of  &c. 
285;  reported  famine  301,  342, 
395,  402;  riots,  364;  orders  to 
the  military  370;  anarchy '395; 
of  the  army  431;  Ibe  leva  395 
430;  the  pope’s  nuncio  431;  a 
congress  concerning, talked  of430 
Spanish  claims,  liquidation  of 
2U7,  251,  265,  336 


Specie,  arrivals  of  69,  296 

Spring-field,  the  U.  S.  armory  at  32 
Standing  armies  of  Europe  248 
Steam — explosion  of  a boiler  in 
England  43;  newly  constructed 
engines  139;  the  boat  Eagle 
192;  do.  yEtna  192;  rapid  tra- 
velling in  251;  power  267 ; ex- 
plosion of  a steam  ferryboat  344 
Stocks — see  congress,  &c.  of  the 
7 per  cents  69;  American  held 
in  England  248;  exchange  of 
certain,  treasury  circular  282 
Sumpter,  gen.  life  of  336 

Sunday  schools  220 

Supreme  court  of  theU.  S.  rises, 

49 — see  law  cases. 

Susquehannah,  commerce  of 
216;  improvement  of  the  river 
268 

Sweden — the  baron  Staektenberg 
336;  Norwegian  diet  395 

Switzerland — degradation  of  and 
inhospitable  decree  88;  emi- 
grants from  403 

T. 

“T.”  on  the  southern  fisheries 
83;  on  imports  and  exports  115 
Tanning,  improved  method  of  369 
Tariff  bill — (see  congress)  re- 
marks on  3,65,  113,  161; — 
president  Cooper  on  the,  at  dif- 
ferent times  36;  comparative 
views  150;  calculations  on  the 
duties  on  hemp,  &c.  and  on 
import  and  tonnage  49;  the 
British  52;  classification  of  the 
votes  on,&c.  s«e  congress,  ar- 
ticle tariff;  the  bill,  as  it  passed 
the  house  of  rep.  121;  free  po- 
pulation for  or  against  it  133; 
the  tariff  a revenue  bill  150,249; 
the  law  at  length  207;  effects 
of  the  268;  comptroller’s  let- 
ters 340,  407 ; comparative  ta- 
bles of  duties,  &c.  374  to  378, 
and  404  to  408 

Taylor,  John,  of  Caroline,  Va. 

dies.  432 

Teas — price  of  at  New  York  and 
London  152 

Tennessee — notice  of  3;  error  as 
to  the  meeting  of  the  legisla- 
ture 400 

Thompson  Charles,  dies  403 

Thompson’s  island  16,325 

Thunder  storm,  at  Baltimore  281 

Titles,  the  folly  of  4,  281 

Transportation,  cheap  368 

Travelling,  rapid  48,  192,  251, 
252;  dol  cheap  296,336 

Treasury  circular  for  an  ex- 
’ change  of  stocks  282 

Treaty  with  Russia  369 

Trees — several  great  one’s  no- 


ticcd 

39 

Tread  mill,  effect  of 

296 

Trinidad,  state  of  the  island 

287 

Trotting  of  a horse 

296 

Trumbull’s  fourth  national 

pic- 

Lire 

281 

Turlcey  and  Greece — general  no- 
tices of  the  state  of  things  6, 

21,  53,  136,  202,256,  333,364, 
402;  Smyrna21,  22,  333;  print- 
ing presses  established  22, 
328,  364 — Lord  Byron  136, 
281,  286,  364,  396;  Greek  vic- 
tories 44,  53,  222,  395,  402; 
the  Turkish  navy  53,  334,364; 
subscriptions  for  the  Greeks 
133,  394;  war  with  the  Per- 
sians 136;  supplies  for  the 
Greeks  222,  394,  403;  Colco- 
troni  286,  334;  Russian  note 
about  Greece  340;  Moldavia 
and  Wallachia  364;  Negropont 
364,  395,  403;  neutral  vessels 
333,  364;  Candia  395;  Turkish 
state  paper,  addressed  to  lord 
Strangford  365;  Thermopylae 
403;  Samos  395;  Greek  con- 
gress 396;  Bozzaris  402;  Ma- 
vrocordato  403 ; Mr.  Webster’s 
speech  translated  431 

Tyson,  Elisha,  dies  16 

Y. 

Vermont — justices  of  the  peace  in 
48;  college  burnt  239;  appro- 
priate observance  of  the  anni- 
versary 325;  cost  of  the  law!  432 
Virginia — public  works  16;  char- 
ter of  the  Farmer’s  bank  37; 
list  of  the  governors  of  the 
state  38;  of  the  constitution  of 
the  state  117,  179,  298;  nego- 
c nation  of  loans  133;  the 
“school,”  251;  of  the  univer- 
sity of  279;  lead  mines  . 368 

Volcanoes  in  different  parts  of 
the  world  296 

W. 

Walton,  George,  a notice  of  362' 
Washington — his  birth-day  4 — 
Peale’s  portrait  of  17,  37,  151; 
bust  of  220;  Erskine’s  dedica- 
tion to  151 

Washington  city — of  the  4th  of 
July  celebration  at  299 

Water,  deep  boring  for  400 

Weather,  heat  of  the  344 

Weaver,  lieut.  his  case — see  “na- 
val.” Remarks  on  130,218 

Webster  Mr.  remarks  on  his  cal- 
culations of  the  duties  payable 
on  ships  built  in  the  U.  S.  49; 
on  his  observations  respecting 
the  “Southern  fisheries,”  S3; 
ditto  on  his  statement  about 
imports  and  exports  115;  his 
speech  on  the  tariff  409,  to  426 
West  Indies,  generally — their  con- 
dition 8*6;  the  British  241 

Western  waters,  travelling  and 
transportation  on  251 

Wheat,  the  import  of  13;  prices 
of  133;  product  of  a grain  of  432 
Winder,  William  IT.  dies  202 

Wool,  amount  imported,  &c.  70; 
quantity  used  at  one  manufac- 
tory 334,  the  spinning  of  363 
Woollens,  cheap  goods  32 

Woodhouse,  Miss  325 
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The  publication  of  this  sheet  has  been  delayed  con- 
siderably beyond  its  usual  time,  in  consequence  of 
some  embarrassments  caused  by  discarding  the  old 
type  and  introducing  the  new  dress,  in  which  the  Re- 
gister this  day  appears. 

Another  volume  of  the  Register  is  herewith 
Commenced,  but  with  a renewed  resolution  to  adhere 
to  the  old  principles  which  have  governed  the  edito- 
rial department  of  the  work.  In  the  original  pros- 
pectus, issued  about  thirteen  years  ago,  it  was  declar- 
ed, that  “the  petty  disputes  between  the  inns  and  outs 
should  not  be  interfered  with” — that  “its  politics 
.should  be  American,  not  passive,  not  lukewarm,  but 
active  and  vigilant — not  to  support  indi  viduals,  but  to 
subserve  the  interests  of  the  people ,”  so  far  as  these  in- 
terests could  be  discerned,  &c.  It  is  my  proud  sa- 
tisfaction to  believe  that  these  pledges  have  been  kept 
sacred.  Errors  of  opinion,  perhaps,  have  been  com- 
mitted, and  mistakes  made — but  they  were  my  own: 
the  leadings  of  others  had  nothing  to  do  Avith  them: 
and  so,  on  the  other  hand,  whatever  of  good  may 
have  resulted  from  the  publication  of  this  Avork,  must 
be  passed  to  my  own  personal  credit  by  the  people — 
my  patron.  If  I have  not  served  this,  my  only  pa- 
tron, so  ably  as  I ought,  it  is  easy  to  plead  guiltless  of  a 
Avant  of  Avill  to  have  done  so.  Regarding  the  sove- 
reignty of  the  people , an  equality  in  rights , and  the  sup- 
port and  encouragement  of  industry,  so  that  the  mouth  of 
labor  may  not  go  supperless  to  bed,  as  among  the  chief 
of  human  things  needful  to  the  welfare  of  a society, 
as  the  source  of  mental  intelligence  and  physical  pow- 
er, as  the  best  and  most  able  conductor  to  virtuous 
habits,  and  indeed,  as  better  fitted  than  all  the  church 
establishments  in  the  Avorld  to  lead  the  people  to  an 
observance  of  their  religious  duties,  I have  zealously 
endeavored  to  explain  the  first  principles  of  them,  but 
always  left  the  ajrplication,  of  the  doctrines  promulgat- 
ed to  the  discretion  of  those  having  a common  object 
with  myself,  as  to  the  choice  of  persons  most  suitable 
to  carry  those  principles  into  operation;  and,  if  the 
people  Avill  only  agree  -about  measures,  they  will  not 
quarrel  much  about  men:  though  it  is  to  be  lamented, 
at  times,  that  packs  of  office-hunters,  which  may  be 
compared  with  wolves  that  descend  from  the  Appe- 
nines  and  lay  whole  fields  waste  of  their  flocks  and 
herds,  do  sometimes  excite  too  many  among  us,  and, 
as  it  Avere,  bind  them  hand  and  foot  for  slaves,  over 
Avhose  backs  they  march  into  power,  and  are  “called 
of  men  Rabbi.”  Let  those  be  shaken  off — what  differ- 
ence does  it  make  to  the  people  in  general,  icho  is  in 
office?  It  is  the  acts  of  the  officer,  only,  that  should  inte- 
rest them  deeply. 

On  this  principle  I have  opposed  the  late  caucus. 
It  is  shewn  to  be  Avhat  was  predicted  of  it,  an  office- 
making  assemblage.  Persons  have  been  nominated 
for  president  and  vice  president  of  the  United  States 
who  are  evidently  offensive  to  a great  majority  of  the 
people — yet  a design  is  manifested  to  force  them  upon 
us  for  rulers.  And  by  whom? — members  of  congress  in 
their  individual  capacities!  Virginia  has  supported  this 
project,  so  far  as  the  act  of  the  members  of  her  le- 
gislature, (also  in  their  individual  capacities !)  will  go; 
and  in  NeAV  York,  Ave  see  that  one  of  the  boldest  at- 
tempts ever  made  is  now  making,  to  prevent  the  peo- 
ple from  acting  on  the  election  of  their  chief  magis- 
trate. I knoAv  not  Avho  the  people  of  this  state  Avould 
vote  for,  but  must  belie\re  that  they  will  not  support  the 
caucus,  because  of  the  proceedings  of  the  senate,*  a 
majority  of  the  members  of  which  are  holding  on  to 
Vol.  XXVL 


the  legislative  choice  as  a forlorn  hope.  It  is  the  pa- 
rallel of  the  conduct  of  the  “Spartan  band”  of  Penn- 
sylvania in  1800;  and  the  reasoning  of  the  late  report 
of  a committee  of  the  senate  of  New  York,  is  very 
much  like  that  of  the  thirteen  Pennsylvania  senators 
Avhen  they  refused  to  pass  a law  for  the  election  of 
electors  by  the  people.  I shall  compare  these  things 
one  with  the  other;  and  it  is  easy  to  predict  that  the 
fate  which  befel  the  party  opposed  to  the  popular 
v-oice  in  Pennsylvania  in  1800,  will  be  the  fate  df 
those  who  oppose  the  wishes  of  the  people  of  New 
York  in  1S24,  if  they  consummate  their  apparent  de- 
signs; and  there  is  also  the  satisfaction  to  believe, 
that  the  vote  of  that  state  cannot,  by  any  means,  be 
secure {1  for  the  caucus,  whether  the  electors  are  appoint- 
ed by  the  legislature  or  chosen  by  the  people.  New 
York  is  the  great  grain-growing  and  manufacturing 
state — the  noble  friend  of  internal  improvement — and, 
as  her  people  love  liberty  as  well  as  have  a regard  for 
their  own  interests,  it  must  needs  be  presumed  that 
they  will  put  doAvn  every  attempt  to  deprive  them  of 
the  one  or  interfere  Avith  the  other.  But  I mainly  con- 
tend that  the  free  citizens  of  every  state  in  the  United 
States  haAre,  and  ought  to  possess  as  a natural  right,  the 
right  to  say  who  shall  preside  over  their  affairs — and 
that  there  is  not,  and  cannot  be,  any  rightful  poAver  to 
interfere  with  or  prevent  it.  We,  the  republicans, 
much  blamed  the  thirteen  senators  of  Pennsylvania, 
in  1800 — we  deprecated  the  conduct  of  those  Avho 
voted  for  Mr.  Burr,  in  the  house  of  representatives,  in 
1801 — they  had  the  legal  poAver  to  do  what  they  did; 
but  their  acts  were  outrages  on  the  sovereignty  of  the 
people,  and  they  Avere  "remembered  and  punished. 
The  Pennsylvania  senators  would  not  trust  the  people 
— certain  representatives  in  congress  Avould  not  re- 
spect the  people:  the  same  principle  is  noAV  at  work 
in  New  York,  and  the  same  effect  will  result  from  it, 
or  history  shall  cease  to  be  “philosophy,  teaching  by 
example.”  If  the  citizens  of  Ncav  York  are  for  cau- 
cus, let  them  vote  for  caucus — -if  not,  not.  I may  re- 
gret, but  will  not  condemn  their  ATote:  but  it  is  their 
OAvn  right  to  say  Avhat  they  Avill  on  the  case. 

In  thus  contending  for  the  rights  of  the  people,  f 
have  not  any  person  or  personal  object  in  vieAV.  Some 
Avill  believe,  and  others,  perhaps,  disbelieve  this,  as 
they  please:  but,  as  to  the  presidential  question,  the 
election  of  more  than  one  of  the  candidates  would 
not  grieve  me.  I have  as  much  to  expect  from  one  as 
the  other,  and  no  more — Avhich  is  nothing  at  all,  fur- 
ther than  a continuance  of  their  former  politeness,  and 
areal  or  apparent  good  aauII  towards  me,  individually. 
This  paper  never  has  been  the  partizan  of  any  man, 
nor  can  it  become  so. 

This  course  has  been  approved  by  the  friends  of 
the  Register — indeed,  it  is  the  only  way  in  which 
its  independence  can  be  maintained,  and  its  pages  be 
preserved  for  other  things  than  the  political  discus- 
sions of  the  day;  and  tlie"editor  is  happy  to  state  that 
the  Avork  not  only  maintains  its  old  standing,  but 
steadily  advances  in  the  favor  of  the  people,  Avho  are 
willing  to  hear  au  argument  about  things,  but  do  not 
like  to  be  directed  as  to  persons.  Unless  in  strong 
party  times,  when  one  set  of  principles  are'to  be  sup- 
ported or  another  put  doAvn,  I have  always  doubted 
the  propriety  of  lending  the  press  to  Avhat  may  be  re- 
garded private  electioneering,  and  still  more  that  it 
should  be  given  up  to  depreciate  the  reputation  of  in- 
dividuals, as  it  too  often  is.  Of  the  means  best  adapt- 
ed to  revive  our  drooping  and  much  embarrassed 
eoiintrv,  to  nerve  the  arm  of  labor  with  a heart  at  ease,  to 
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bring  things  about  to  confer  a cheerfulness  on  those 
who  greet  the  rising  sun  with  the  hum  of  their  indus- 
try, and  give  Peace,  Plenty  and  Happiness  a home  at 
their  fire-sides,  I shall  always  speak  freely— but  cannot 
go  into  caucus  to  elevate  men.  It  is  the  right  and  duty 
of  the  people  to  apply  their  favorite  principles  to 
persons:  and  it  is  a solemn  obligation  on  every  free- 
man to  ascertain  who  is  most  able  to  give  effect  to 
measures  best  fitted  to  promote  and  secure  the  pros- 
perity ,of  the  republic. 

Congress.  Neither  house  sat  on  Tuesday,  the  2d 
instant,  in  consequence  of  the  members  being  engag- 
ed in  paying  the  usual  tribute  of  respect  to  the  remains 
of  Mr.  Ball,  late  a representative  from  Virginia.  The 
corpse  was  brought  into  the  hall  of  the  house,  where 
the  funeral  service  was  performed -by  the  rev.  Dr. 
Staughton  and  the  rev.  Mr.  Bascom. 

Strange  doctrines.  “Surely  the  moon  comes  near 
the  earth  than  she  was  wont!”  or  rsome  of  the  peo- 
ple of  the  United  States  have  forgotten  the  very  con- 
dition on  which  they  exist  as  citizens. 

The  editor  of  the  “National  Advocate,”  in  reply  to 
some  few  remarks  that  I lately  made  on  certain  doc- 
trines advanced  by  him,  says — 

“I  am  a real  friend  to  the  people,  and  do  not  think 
it  would  be  safe  to  give  them  all  they  ask.  The  real 
sovereignty  of  the  people  is  in  their  form  of  government, 
in  their  elective  franchise,  in  their  trial  by  jury,  in  their 
civil  and  religious  liberties.  It  may  be  called  sovereignty 
to  pass  upon  every  thing  viva  voce-,  but  no  government 
can  be  sustained  under  such  sovereignty.  Powers 
must  be  delegated  for  the  general  good.  If  all  the 
people  voted  by  ballot  for  president,  it  would  indeed 
be  universal  suffrage;  yet,  as  the  constitution  does  not 
recognize  this  mode,  the  states  are  left  to  pursue  their 
own  measures,  in  designating  ^their  election.  Sup- 
pose the  people  demanded  to  elect  judges  of  the  su- 
preme court  or  of  the  state  courts,  would  it  be  safe  to 
give  them  this  power,  and  thus  destroy  the  perma- 
nency and  independence  of  the  judiciary?  Certainly 
not.  Suppose  the  people  desired  to  elect  envoys, 
and  ministers  plenipotentiary  to  represent  them  in 
foreign  courts,  could  this  power  be  exercised  with 
safety?” 

Mr.  Noah  then,  being  a “real  friend  of  the  peo- 
ple, ”has  somehow  obtained  scmcichat  of  infallibility,  see- 
ing that  he  thus  so  unhesitatingly  takes  upon  himself 
to, decide  that  the  people  are  net  the  best  judges 
of  what  is  good  for  themselves!  Thus,  we  at  once 
overset  the  whole  republican  system,  and  adopt  that 
of  the  “holy  alliance.” 

To  contest  the  expediency  of  changing  the  law,  as 
to  the  election  of  electors  of  president  and  vice  presi- 
dent in  New  York,  is  properly  within  the  right  of 
every  citizen  of  that  state;  but,  for  one  citizen  broad- 
ly to  declare  “it  unsafe  to  give  the  people  what  they  ask,” 
is  an  assumption  of  superior  intellect  that  I thought 
was  peculiar  to  kings,  made  rulers  by  “divine  autho- 
rity,” and  dispensing  laws  by  the  “grace  of  God,” 
though  these  laws  may  be  the  most  wicked  of  all 
things  opposed  to  the  mild  and  merciful  precepts  of 
the  Deity.  It  is  this  arrogant  assumption  of  power  to 
ascertain  right,  that  sustains  every  tyrant  on  his 
threne,  and  converts  the  bishop’s  crook,  (an  emblem 
of  his  charge  over  a flock),  into  a mere  poker  to  stir  up 
the  faggots  and  increase  the  fire  which  preys  on  the 
vitals  of  a victim  of  some  “holy  inquisition.”  It  is  the 
foundation  of  all  that  is  orthodox  in  despotic  govern- 
ments— it  is  the  source  of  every  religious  persecution; 
it  has  filled  the  world  with  blood.  If  the  people  are 
not  able  to  judge  of  what  is  best  fitted  for  them,  either 
in  temporal  or  spiritual  affairs — it  must  be  at  once 
admitted  that  kings  and  government-priests  are  neces- 
sary “to  preserve  them  from  themselves”  here,  and 


lead  them  to  a happy  estate  hereafter — though  the 
king  may  be  perjured  and  a fool,  like  Ferdinand,  or 
the  priest  more  furious  than  any  follower  of  Mahomet 
who  ever  sustained  the  Alcoran,  by  impaling  persons 
alive.  The  needful  intelligence  not  being  in  the  peo- 
ple, it  must  dwell  in  a chosen  race  among  them— 
“the  seventh  sons  of  seventh  sons,”  who  are  all 
wizards. 

In  extending  his  case  to  judges,  foreign  ministers, 
See.  the  editor  of  the  “Advocate”  meant  only  a make- 
weight. These  are  not  designed  by  the  constitution 
to  represent  the  people,  directly.  The  former  repre- 
sents the  law  and  its  power,  enacted  and  established 
by  the  people;  the  latter  are  agents  of  the  government. 
elected  by  the  people — but  the  president  of  the  U. 
States  is,  or,  at  least  ought  to  be,  the  man  of  the  people, 
being  the  source  from  whence  the  subordinate  officers 
flow,  to  carry  their  will  into  effect. 

Massachusetts  claims.  Ii  is  not  pleasant  to  re- 
cur to  past  differences  or  quarrels  when  peace  has 
been  restored  to  the  parties,  and  it  is  always  right  to 
forgive;  yet  many  will  not  be  a little  surprised  at  the 
message  of  the  president  of  the  United  States,  recom- 
mending the  payment  of  some  certain  parts  of  the 
claims  of  the  state  of  Massachusetts,  for  “militia  ser- 
vices rendered  during  the  late  war.”  Rendered  to 
Whom?  to  the  United  States?  No — but  to  the  state 
itself,  in  its  own  sovereign  capacity;  not  to  aid  the 
purposes  the  general  government,  but  in  a separated 
self-defence. 

The  president  seems  to  found  the  wrhole  reason  for 
the  payment  of  these  claims  on  the  fact,  that  the  le- 
gislature has,  recently,  abandoned  the  “doctrine”  held 
during  the  wTar,  as  to  the  right  of  the  United  States 
to  the  services  of  the  militia,  to  suppress  insurrections, 
repel  invasions,  &c.  and  it  is  now  agreed  that  the  na- 
tural and  safe  defence  of  the  republic  may  be  used 
for  such  purposes,  if  the  United . States  will  pay  for 
their  services,  and  support  them  when  called  to  per- 
form actual  duty;  but  what  sort  of  security  have  ?rc- 
that  the  question  made  by  Massachusetts  in  1312,  and 
adhered  to  until  a late  period,  is  settled? 

But,  whether  the  question  is  settled  or  not,  another, 
of  no  small  importance  to  the  world  of  politicians  is  ad- 
justed, so  far  as  the  act  of  president  Monroe  can  ef- 
fect it.  The  Massachusetts ’ claims  were  the  last  loop  on 
which  to  hang  a fragment  of  our  old  party  politics.  We  sec 
that  it  is  given  up;  and  the  result  is,  that  Messrs. 
Gales  and  Seaton  must  cease  to  talk  of  their  “forty- 
five  federalists  in  congress,”  or  find  fault  with  this 
proceeding  of  our  chief  magistrate.  I have  long  said 
that  the  land  marks  between  the  parties  were  broken 
down — that  the  words,  “republicans”  and  “federal- 
ists,” as  opposed  to  one  another,  were  obsolete  at 
Washington;  and,  indeed,  for  several  years  past,  no 
matter  has  come  up  for  consideration  but  those  claims, 
that  had  relation  to  the  former  attitude  of  parties, 
and  so  there  was  nothing  to  differ  about,  had  persons 
been  disposed  to  contend  one  with  the  other.  For 
asserting  these  facts,  some  newly-made  democrats 
have  blamed  me.  I only  ask  them  now  to  point  out  a 
case  in  which  the  federal  party  is  supposed  to  exist,  in 
respect  to  our  national  affairs  ? I regret  the  extinction 
of  that  party— it  was  more  generous  and  safe  than 
other  parties  that  will  grow  up  in  our  quiescent  stat  e 
— -but  that  it  is  extinct,  except  in  a few  states  where- 
in there  are  wranglings  about  offices,  is  evident  to 
all  men. 

Law  case — important.  The  supreme  court  of  the 
United  States,  has  decided  against  the  right  of  the  state 
of  New-York  to  constitute  the  steamboat  monopoly.  The 
opinion  is  published — it  is  of  great  length,  and  in- 
volves many  most  interesting  and  constitutional 
points.  It  shall  be  insetted  at  an  early  day. 
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The  bank  of  Columbia,  at  Georgetown,  appears  to 
i;e  in  a bad  way.  It  is  indebted  io  the  United  States  in 
a large  sum,  the  irhy  we  may  know  hereafter,  and 
many  of  its  debtors  cannot  pay  up.  A committee  has 
been  appointed  to  examine  into  its  affairs,  and  it  is  to 
be  hoped  that  they  will  tell  the  people  all  about  them. 
The  notes  of  this  "bank  were  yesterday  sold  in  Balti- 
more at  fifteen  per  cent,  discount.  It  is  stated,  how- 
ever, that  no  great  amount  of  its  paper  in  circulation. 

Thf.  tariff  bill  yet  occupies  the  time  of  the  house 
of  representatives.  The  chief  items  are  nearly  all 
disposed  of,  and  the  general  argument  will  soon  com- 
mence, when  giant  will  be  opposed  to  giant,  and 
•‘Greek  meet  Greek.”  The  debate,  thus  far,  has  been 
of  a very  sprightly  and  highly  interesting  character, 
and  brought  out.  an  unusual  degree  of  talent  and 
knowledge,  thought  it  has  also  excited  rather  too 
much  of  feeling.  The  bill,  except,  as  to  the  amend- 
ments offered  by  Mr.  Tod,  who  reported  it,  remains 
substantially  as  it  was — but  the  modifications  just  now 
made  may  render  it  more  acceptable,  perhaps,  to 
some  who  rather  oppose  its  extent  than  its  principle: 
others,  however,  will  dispute,  to  the  end,  the  right  of 
congress  to  pass  protective  laws,  though  the  statute 
book  is  filled  with  them  in  favor  of  commerce  and 
navigation  and  the  fisheries,  & c.  Mr.  Clay  has  been 
the  Ajax  Telamon  of  the  bill,  ably  supported  by  Mr. 
Tod,  and  many  others,  on  different  points;  but  Hectors 
were  not  wanting  on  the  other  side  to  contest  the 
ground,  inch  by  inch.  That  a difference  of  opinion 
should  exist  as  to  the  measure  proposed,  every  one 
was  prepared  to  suppose  would  be  shewn — but  there 
is  no  fact  more  clearly  established,  (so  far  as  the  na- 
ture of  the  case  will  admit  of  a proof),  that  a very 
large  majority  of  the  free  laborers  of  the  United 
States  is  in  favor  of  the  passage  of  a law  for  the  pro- 
tection of  domestic  industrj7 — and  the  minority,  hav- 
ing used  every  honorable  method  to  oppose  it — hav- 
ing done  all  that  men  could  do,  in  behalf  of  what  is 
supposed  to  be  the  interest  of  their  immediate  constitu- 
ents, will  yield  to  the  public  wish  as  the  supreme 
intelligence  that  should  direct  on  the  subject.  The 
time  will  soon  come  when  all  will  be  satisfied  with 
the  operation  of  this  law,  in  the  reduced  prices  of 
the  articles  which  it  affects — for,  while  the  farmers 
want  a market  for  their  grain,  the  manufacturers  and 
mechanics  desire  nothing  more  than  an  assurance 
that  their  several  businesses  shall  not  be  made  the 
sport  of  foreign  intrigue  and  management - — that  ruin 
shall  not  follow  the  investment  of  capital  in  manufac- 
tories any  more  than  in  ships — that  each  are  equally 
the  objects  of  the  nation’s  care,  to  be  protected  that 
they  may  protect. 

Tennessee.  There  is  no  portion  of  land  on  the 
globe,  seated  in  the  interior  of  a country,  better  fit- 
ted to  sustain  a co-partnership  between  agriculture 
and  manufactures,  than  Tennessee.  It  produces  wheat 
and  other  grain  abundantly,  and  also  cotton  and 
hemp — and  has  coal,  iron  and  water-power.  Its 
mountains  and  plains,  hills  and  rallies,  are  the  very 
places  for  raising  cattle  and  sheep — it  wants  nothing 
but  an  increased  population,  to  render  it  one  of  the 
most,  prosperous  and  wealthy  of  the  states. 

It  is  pleasing  to  observe  that  the  gallant  people  of 
Tennessee  are  beginning  to  reflect  on  these  things 
more  than  heretofore.  At  the  late  meeting  of  the  le- 
gislature, a resolution  was  adopted,  recommending  to 
the  members  of  the  general  assembly  to  appear  in 
clothes  of  domestic  manufacture;  and  also  recom- 
mending to  the  good  people  of  the  state  to  manufac- 
ture their  own  clothing  materials;  and  we  see  that  one 
of  the  representatives  from  that  state,  in  congress, 
(Mr.  Reynolds ) has  made  an  earnest  and  a good 
speech  in  favor  of  internal  improvements.  Hitherto, 
with  one  or  two  exceptions,  the  representatives  from 


that  state  were  opposed  to  these  things;  but  it  is  now 
understood  that  the  two  senators  and  nearly  all  the  re- 
presentatives, are  in  favor  both  of  a protective  tariff 
and  a liberal  system  of  measures  to  promote  the  con- 
struction of  roads,  bridges  and  canals. 

Manufactures.  The  Philadelphia  City  Register* 
observes — “The  competition  of  the  domestic,  with  the 
foreign  fabric,  has,  in  many  instances,  gradually  prow 
duced  a reduction  in  the  imported  article,  until  it  has 
succeeded  in  driving  it  out  of  the  market. 

Window  glass,  during  the  year  1804,  when  subject 
to  an  ad  valorem  duty  of  15  per  cent,  from  the  books 
of  a principal  dealer  in  the  article,  averaged  upwards 
of  thirteen  dollars  per  box  of  an  hundred  feet,  the  size 
eight  by  ten  inches;  the  American  article  of  the  same 
description,  equal  in  quality,  is  now  selling  for  six  dol- 
lars and  fifty  cents. 

India  muslins,  when  subject  to  an  ad  valorem  of 
twelve  and  a half  per  cent,  were  considered  a specu- 
lation, by  the  economical  matrons  of  our  city,  when 
they  were  sold  at  twenty  cents  per  yard;  the  yard  of 
domestic  cotton  stuff  can  now  be  procured  for  twelve 
and  a half  cents,  not  inferior  in  Value  to  the  Indian 
fabric.” 

It  is  thus  with  many  articles,  and  will  so  be  with 
many  more,  provided  the  home  market  is  secured  for 
the  home  labor.  Steadiness,  not  bounty,  is  sought  for. 

A South  Carolina  paper,  saying  a paper  mill  is 
about  to  be  built  in  that  state,  observes  that  it  will 
save  much  money  to  the  citizens  which  now  goes  to 
the  northern  states,  and  make  a market  for  rags* 
which  are  now  thrown  away  as  useless.  To  pursue  this 
simple  remark,  would  grant  all  that  we  ask  in  favor 
of  domestic  industry — for  even  labor  is  useless  by 
the  want  of  employment  and  when  it  is  so,  misery 
must  abound. 

It  is  to  meet  cases  like  the  following,  that  we  mainly 
want  a protective  tariff— 

The  Allegemein  Zeitung,  in  giving  an  account  of  the 
Liepsic  fair,  remarks,  “as  to  the  goodness  of  the  En- 
glish manufactures,  which  was  formerly  so  much  and 
deservedly  praised,  the  people  found  themselves  con- 
siderably deceived  at  this  exhibition.  The  shortening 
and  deterioration  of  the  goods,  as  well  as  the  wish  to 
sell  at  any  price , showed  themselves  in  the  clearest 
manner,  in  consequence  of  which  the  German  and 
Swiss  merchants  were  compelled  to  swim  with  the 
tide,  and  sacrifice  their  goods  although  their  superior 
fineness  and  strength  were  apparent.” 

On  which  .the  “Federal  Gazette”  has  these  ex- 
cellent remariis: 

This  system  may  be  considered  as  a judicious  one 
on  thepart  of  the  English  manufacturer,  as  it  operates 
to  force  the  sale  of  his  sur/dus  stock,  although  of  ah 
inferior  quality  and  generally  injures  the  sale  of  other 
goods,  even  when  their  superiority  is  acknowledged 
by  the  consumer.  It  must  result  greatly  to  the  inte- 
rest of  the  cotton  manufacturing  establishments  in 
the  United  Kingdom,  if  the  system  should  continue  to 
be  tolerated  by  the  German  states, as  it  will  eventually 
compel  the  manufactures  of  cotton  goods  in  those 
countries,  to  withdraw  their  capital  from  the  over- 
whelming competition  of  the  English,  and  invest  it  in 
a business  likely  to  produce  some  small  return  for  their 
labor,  while  this  circumstance  occurring  will  give  to 
the  British  capitalist  the  undisputed  control  of  the 
market.  In  fact,  one  of  the  German  papers  already 
intimates  that  the  effect  begins  to  be  powerfully  fell, 
and  that  the  people  must  cease  to  clothe  themselves  in 
cotton  goods,  and  confine  the  prosperity  of  their  es- 
tablishments to  woollen  and  linen  articles,  turn  all 
hands  to  the  manufacture  of  such  goods  as  may 
be  made  from  the  raw  material  furnished  by  their 
own  country,  or  abandon  the  market  entirely  to  the 
English  manufacturer’s  agent.  It  is  further  remark- 
ed, that  the  establishments  in  England  have  been  j a- 


4 


NILES’ REGISTER— MARCH  6, 1824 — MISCELLANEOUS. 


creased  the  last  year,  by  the  addition  of  an  immense 
quantity  of  spinning  machinery,  which  will  require  so 
much  of  the  raw  material  that  the  price  of  cotton 
must  be  considerably  enhanced,  an  event  that  will 
tend  essentially  ta  destroy  the  spinning  houses  which 
hitherto  supplied  in  part  the  Leipsic  and  other  mar- 
kets, as  they  cannot  continue  their  business  unless 
cotton  is  furnished  at  alow  and  convenient  rate. 

Washington!  The  anniversary  of  he  birth  day 
of  Washington  has  been  very  generally  observed 
throughout  the  United  States,  by  military  parades,  pub- 
lic dinners  and  suppers  and  balls.  Next  to  the  fourth 
of  July,  the  twenty-second  of  February  is  honored  by 
the  American  people.  These  civic  festivals  have  a 
very  powerful  and  beneficial  tendency  to  cause  the 
people  to  refer  to  first  principles,  and  to  compare  the 
characters  of  the  present  actors  on  the  stage  with 
those  who  have  made  their  exit;  and,  between  the 
two,  a standard  is  established  of  inestimable  value  to 
the  republic. 

North  west  coast.  A Russian  frigate  and  two 
sloops  of  war  are  said  to  be  cruising  on  the  North 
West  coast,  to  maintain  Alexander’s  claim  to  the  so- 
vereignty of  the  sea  and  the  coast,  &c.  It  does  not 
appear  that  they  have  yet  made  any  captures,  nor 
has  it  been  feared  that  they  would  take  and  send  in 
for  adjudication,  the  U.  S.  ship  Franklin,  if  she  should 
happen  to  get  within  the  prescribed  limits  of  the  Rus- 
sian empire! 

Titles.  Mr. , (of  the  house  of  representa- 
tives), has  received  a letter  from  a gentleman  in , 

with  whom  he  has  had  a very  partial  acquaintance, 
and  who  says,  “Presuming  that  you  do  not  wish  to  do 
any  thing  contrary  to  the  federal  constitution,  I omit 
to  attach  to  your  name  the  anti-republican  and  absurd 
words  “ Honorable  or  Esquire ” — to  which  the  following- 
answer  has  been  returned: 

“Be  pleased,  sir,  to  accept  my  thanks  for  the  honor 
which  you  confer  in  addressing  me  in  plaiiv- English , 
under  the  presumption  that  I “do  not  wish  to  do  any 
thing  contrary  to  the  federal  consititution.” 

“While  here,  I am  so  annoyed  by  the  intrusion  of 
‘‘honorable  secretaries,”  “honorable  speakers,”  “ho- 
norable members,”  “honorable  gentlemen,”  “honor- 
able committees,”  &c.  &c.  &c.  that,  when  I meet  with 
a friend,  as  I occasionally  do,  who  has  sufficient  cou- 
rage to  call  men  and  things  by  their  right  names,  it 
removes,  for  a season,  the  fears  which  are  inclined 
to  steal  upon  me,  that  the  period  may  possiblij  arrive 
■when  our  halls  of  legislation,  (if  legislation  we  shall 
have),  will  be  disgraced  by  the  presence  of  “noble 
lords”  and  “right  honorable  gentlemen.” 

La  Fayette.  The  following  letter  from  this  last 
major  general  in  our  revolutionary  army,  to  col.  John 
Trumbull,  while  it  does  honor  to  the  artist  will  be  very 
agreeable  to  his  [the  writer’s]  almost  fellow-citizens 
of  the  United  States. 

Paris  Jan.  24. 

Mij  dear  sir — Words  cannot  sufficiently  express  how 
happy  you  have  made  me  by  your  most  valuable  and 
no  less  welcome  present.*  I received  it  in  my  usual 
family  retirement  at  La  Grange,  and  was  delighted 
with  many  happy  recollections  it  did  produce,  among 
which  the  pleasure  of  my  friendly  acquaintance  with 
the  painter,  had  a very  great  share.  I,  at  once,  recog- 
nized all  the  portraits,  and  think  you  have  been  re- 
markably fortunate  in  hitting  not  only  the  features, 
but  the  manners  and  deportment  of  the  principal  cha- 
racters. It  is  so  much  the  case,  that  my  children,  who, 
George  excepted,  were  very  young  when  they  had  a 

*A  copy  of  colonel  Trumbull’s  new  print  of  the  De- 
claration of  Independence. 


peep  at  John  Adams,  pointed  out  the  father  from 
their  later  acquaintance  with  the  son.  Hancock, 
Charles  Thompson,  Franklin,  Roger  Sherman,  &c.  &c. 
suddenly  appeared  to  me  in  that  grand  act  which  has 
begun  the  era  of  rational  freedom  and  self  government. 

I hailed  the  banner  under  which  I enlisted  in  my  youth, 
and  shall  die  in  old  age;  and  I thanked  the  great  artist, 
the  good  fellow  citizen  and  soldier,  to  whom  I was 
obliged  for  so  many  lively,  affectionate  and  patriotic 
sensations. 

It  is  to  me  also  an  inexpressible  gratification  to 
think  your  admirable  pencil  has  fixed  me  on  the  grand 
central  rotunda  of  the  capitol  of  the  United  States,  in 
the  situation  were  I like  myself  seen,  viz:  in  my 
American  regimentals,  under  our  republican  conti- 
nental  colors,  at  the  head  of  my  beloved,  gallant, 
affectionate  light  infantry,  at  the  successful  close  of 
the  Virginia  campaign.  I cannot  promise  you  my  ac- 
tual features  would  do  justice  to  your  portrait  of  that 
time ; but  the  heart  is  the  same. 

The  account  you  gave  of  the  great  wrater  communi- 
cation through  those  countries  which  I saw  for  the 
great  part  a wilderness,  while  I acted  as  commander 
in  the  northern  department,  is  truly  enchanting.  In 
those  wonders  of  virtuous  freedom,  national  sense, 
and  unshackled  industry,  my  mind  seeks  a refuge 
from  too  many  disquiets  and  disappointments  on  this 
side  of  the  Atlantic. 

The  St.  Lawrence.  The  Canadians,  (says  the  Na- 
tional Intelligencer),  seem  to  have  taken  the  alarm  at 
the  intimations  contained  in  the  message  of  the  pre- 
sident ot  the  United  States  to  congress,  in  which  the 
freedom  of  the  navigation  of  the  St.  Lawrence  is  re- 
ferred to.  On  the  6th  inst.  in  the  legislative  council 
of  the  parliament  of  Lower  Canada,  resolutions  were 
adopted,  for  an  address  to  the  governor  in  chief,  re- 
monstrating, in  strong  terms,  against  the  admission  of 
this  right  to  the  United  States,  &.c.  and  also  against 
a decision  of  the  commissioners  under  the  treaty  of 
Ghent,  awarding  to  the  United  States  Barnhart’s  is- 
land, above  Cornwall,  in  Upper  Canada,  “whereby,” 
say  the  resolutions,  “no  practical  channel  of  descent 
for  boats,  rafts,  or  other  conveyances  by  water,  is  left 
on  the  British  side  of  that  river,  and,  therefore,  the 
communication  is  placed  at  the  mercy  of  the  states’ ’ 
— all  which  matters  the  governor  is  intreated  to  lay 
before  his  majesty’s  ministers. 

When  an  address  was  presented,  however,  by  the 
committee,  pursuant  to  the  resolutions,  it  was  oppos- 
ed, upon  grounds  which  are  stated  in  the  following 
summary: 

“The  sense  of  the  house,  generally,  appeared  op- 
posed to  any  interference  in  the  negociations  stated 
to  be  going  on  between  his  majesty’s  government  and 
the  United  States,  unless  that  it  should  be  manifestly 
made  apparent,  that  the  particular  interests  of  the  co- 
lony were  likely  to  be  injuriously  affected  by  the  re- 
sult. The  allowing  the  free  navigation  of  the  St.  Law- 
rence to  the  United  States,  did  not,  it  was  said,  appear 
to  threaten  the  colony  with  any  disadvantages,  but 
quite  the  contrary.  The  increased  prosperity  of  the 
province  in  1809  and  1810,  when  a great  portion  of  the 
trade  of  the  country  on  the  waters  of  the  St.  Lawrence, 
within  the  United  States,  passed  through  the  St.  Law- 
rence, was  instanced  as  a proof  of  the  good  effects 
likely  to  result  to  the  country  from  a free  navigation 
of  the  St.  Lawrence  by  the  Americans.  The  idea  of 
danger  to  the  loyalty  of  the  people,  from  a greater 
freedom  of  trade  and  increased  prosperity,  was  treat- 
ed with  severity.  The  danger  to  the  revenue,  it  was 
maintained,  could  be  easily  avoided,  as  the  sovereignty 
belonged  to  Great  Britain.  On  the  other  hand,  the 
case  of  New  Orleans;  the  ambition  which  the  United 
States  had  shewn  to  extend  their  territory,  was  cited. 
The  introduction  of  contraband  goods  and  smuggling, 
it  was  said,  could  not  be  prevented,  if  such  a privi- 
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lege  was  granted  to  the  Americans.  The  honor  of  the 
country  required  the  claim  to  be  resisted.” 

After  the  debate,  the  decision  was  postponed,  and 
we  have  yet  no  account  of  it. 

Presidential.  The  members  of  the  legislature  of 
Virginia  again  met  in  caucus,  on  the  25th  ultimo,  and 
agreed  upon  the  following  electoral  ticket — the  gen- 
tlemen named  being  presumed  as  pledged  to  vote  for 
Mr.  Crawford,  for  president,  and  Mr.  Gallatin,  for  vice 
president,  of  the  United  States: 

1st  District,  (Nansemond,  fee.)  William  C.  Holt,  of 
Norfolk  county. 

2d  Dist.  (Surry,  &c.)  Dr.  Chas.  H.  Graves,  of  Surry. 

Sd  Dist.  (Sussex,  fee.)  John  Cargill,  of  Sussex. 

4th  Dist.  (Brunswick,  &c.)  Mark  Alexander,  senr. 
of  Mecklenburg. 

5th  Dist.  (Charlotte,  fee.)  Gen. -John  Purnall,  of 
Prince  Edward. 

6th  Dist.  (Amelia,  &c.)  Dr.  Jas.  Jones,  of  Nottoway. 
7th  Dist.  (Buckingham,  &c.)  Major  Charles  Yancey, 
of  Buckingham. 

8th  Dist.  (Franklin,  &c.)  Col.  Joseph  Martin,  of 
Henry. 

9th  Dist.  (Albemarle,  fee.)  Col.  Thos.  M.  Randolph, 
of  Albemarle . 

10th  Dist.  (Goochland,  fee.)  Judge  William  Brock- 
enbrough,  of  Richmond. 

11th  Dist.  (Spottsylvania,  fee.)  John  T.  Lomax,  of 
Fredericksburg. 

12th  Dist.  (Essex,  &c.)  Col.  Wm.  Jones,  of  Glou- 
cester. 

13th  Dist.  (Accomack,  fee.)  Robert  Shields,  sen.  of 
York. 

14th  Dist.  (Middlesex,  fee.)  Col.  Ellison  Currie,  of 
Lancaster. 

15th  Dist.  (Orange,  &c.)  Robert  Taylor,  of  Orange. 
16th  Dist.  (Fauquier,  &c.)  Isaac  Foster,  of  Fauquier. 
17th  Dist.  (Loudon,  &c.)  Smith  Slaughter,  of  Jeffer- 
son. 

18th  Dist.  (Frederick,  fee.)  William  Armstrong,  of 
Hampshire. 

19th  Dist.  (Rockingham,  fee.)  Archibald  Ruther- 
ford, of  Rockingham. 

20th  Dist.  (Botetourt,  fee.)  John  Boyer,  of  Rock- 
bridge. 

21st  Dist.  (Bath,  fee.)  James  Hoge,  of  Montgomery. 
22d.  Dist.  (Washington,  fee.)  Andrew  Russell,  of 
Washington. 

23d  Dist.  (Harrison,  &c.)  Joseph  LI.  Samuels,  of 
Wood. 

24th  Dist.  (Monongalia,  & c.)  William  Marteney,  of 
Randolph. 

On  motion,  the  following  persons  were  then  ap- 
pointed the  central  corresponding  committee,  viz: 
John  Coalter,  John  W,  Green,  Philip  N,  Nicholas, 
John  Robertson,  Peter  V,  Daniel,  Jerman  Baker,  An- 
drew Stevenson,  Thomas  Ritchie,  William  Munford, 
and  Jaqueline  B,  Harvie. 

The  editor  of  the  “Enquirer”  compliments  the 
meeting  as  having  been  “decorous  and  dignified,” 
and  says  “Virginia  now  presents  a strong  and  undi- 
vided front— and  will  enjoy  the  happy  lot  of  escaping 
those  agitations  and  distractions  which  so  many  of 
our  sister  states  are  doomed  to  suffer  during  this  events 
ful  controversy. 

“Some  desire  having  been  thrown  out  at  one  time, 
of  placing  Messrs.  Jefferson  and  Madison  upon  the 
electoral  ticket,  it  may  be  expedient  to  state,  that  the 
friends  of  W.  H.  Crawford  finally  determined  to  de- 
cline it — not  because  the  disposition  of  those  illustri- 
ous citizens  in  favor  of  W.  H.  C.  was,  or  could  be 
for  one  moment  doubted — but  because  their  friends 
were  reluctant  to  drag  them  from  their  retirement  on 
such  an  occasion.” 

iCr’These  things  past  are  put  on  record,  that  they 
may  be  compared  with  things  to  come.  I believe  that 


there  will  be  an  anti-caucus  ticket  in  Virginia,  and  am 
not  without  a belief  that  it  will  succeed,  if  the  friends 
of  the  other  candidates  can  agree  as  to  the  conditions 
on  which  it  shall  be  made  out,  as  it  is  very  possible 
that  they  may.  The  idea  of  placing  Messrs  Jefferson 
and  Madison  on  the  ticket  was  well  abandoned.  If 
they  are  friendly  to  Mr.  Crawford’s  election,  a sound 
discretion  would  surely  have  prevented  them  from 
taking  so  direct  an  interest  in  it.  They  belong  to  the 
nation , not  to  a party  in  it,  and  certainly  cannot  be  sup- 
posed willing  to  act  against  a large  apparent  majority 
of  their  old  friends,  who  are  the  enemies  of  a caucus. 

In  the  former  caucus,  of  the  members  of  the  legis- 
lature, when  the  nominations  of  president  and  vice 
president  at  Washington  -were  confirmed,  there  was 
some  opposition  to  the  taking  up  of  Mr.  Gallatin.  Mr. 
Tyler  said  that  “the  election  of  president  depended,  in 
the  main,  upon  Pennsylvania;”  and  they  ought  not  to 
“incur  the  risk  of  losing  the  vote  of  Pennsylvania  by 
turning  their  backs  on  her  most  distinguished  and  favor- 
ed citizen /”  Mr.  Braxton  was  not  prepared  to  vote  for 
Mr.  Gallatin.  He  was  sorry  he  had  lived  long  enough 
to  see  a foreigner  nominated  for  so  important  an  office ,”  fee. 
On  which  the  Franklin  Gazette  observes — “That  upon 
this  patriotic  state  mainly  depends  the  election  of  the 
next  president,  we  are  happy  to  learn  from  Virginia. 

In  return  for  the  compliment,  Pennsylvania  will  short- 
ly present  general  Andrew  Jackson  to  her  sister  states 
as  her  candidate;  and,  as  she  will  not  ask  them  to  sup- 
port one  of  her  own  native  citizens,  she  will  confi- 
dently hope  for  their  cordial  co-operation  in  the  elec- 
tion of  the  man  of  her  choice.” 

IdpPennsylvania  perfectly  understands  why  Mr. 
Gallatin  was  named,  and  will  act  upon  the  reason  of 
it.  The  hook  was  too  thinly  baited  by  the  political 
anglers,  and  they  will  not  catch  a gudgeon  by  it.  It  is 
certain  that  the  caucus-candidate  for  president,  can- 
not, in  any  event,  obtain  the  vote  of  Pennsylvania; 
and  it  may  be  expected  that  the  convention  which 
met  the  day  before  yesterday  at  Harrisburg,  in  order 
to  furnish  conclusive  evidence  of  the  indisposition  of 
the  people  to  support  Mr.  Crawford,  will  not  accept 
of  the  nomination  of  Mr.  Gallatin,  lest  it  might  shew  a 
sort  of  respect  for  the  proceedings  of  the  caucus  that 
they  are  not  entitled  to. 

Letters  from  North  Carolina,  received  at  Wash- 
ington, state  that  the  friends  of  Calhoun  and  Jackson 
have  at  length  succeeded  in  the  formation  of  an  elec- 
toral ticket  for  president  and  vice  president,  and  that 
they  have  come  to  the  determination  to  support  the 
candidate  who  maybe  nominated  by  Pennsylvania  at 
the  convention  on  the  fourth  of  March.  It  is  under- 
stood that  one  part  of  the  candidates  on  the  people’s 
ticket  in  South  Carolina  are  for  Calhoun;  the  other 
party  are  in  favor  of  Jackson. 

New  York.  The  committee  of  the  senate,  to  whom 
the  matter  was  referred,  have  made  a long  report 
against  accepting  the  bill,  providing  for  the  choice  of 
electors  of  president  and  vice  president,  as  it  passed 
the  popular  branch  of  the  legislature,  by  an  almost, 
unanimous  vote.  We  shall  give  the  report  hereaf- 
ter for  the  sake  of  preserving  it  only;  for  it  is  of  no 
present  interest  except  in  its  conclusion,  which  is  as 
follows: 

“The  committee  are,  therefore,  of  the  opinion,  for 
the  reason  set  forth  in  this  report,  that  it  would  not  be 
expedient  to  pass  thebill  from  the  assembly , or  any  other 
bill,  changing  the  present  mode  of  appointing  electors  cf 
president  and  vice  president  of  the  United  States;  or,  at 
least,  until  the  efforts  which  are  now  making  in  con- 
gress to  establish  a uniform  rule  of  appointment,  by 
an  amendment  to  the  constitution  of  the  United  States, 
by  which  the  people  can  elect  by  districts,  have  either 
j terminated  in  the  adoption  or  rejection  of  such  amend- 

Iment  by  that  body.” 

After  the  report  was  read,  [Feb.  26,]  a motion  was 
made  that  the  senate  should  go  into  a committee  of 
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the  whole  to  consider  it,  and  the  bill  from  the  house;: 
an  amendment  was  offered,  to  lay  the  report  on  the 
table  and  print  it.  This  produced  some  discussion; 
and  the  Albany  Gazette  says— 

“In  the  course  of  the  debate  it  was  easy  to  distin- 
guish the  friends  and  opponents  of  the  bill,  and  though 
the  vote  on  this  question  cannot  be  considered  as  evi- 
dence of  the  exact  state  of  parties  in  the  senate,  yet 
it  was  evident  that  the  enemies  of  the  bill  considered 
it  as  a triumph.  On  laying  the  report  on  the  table 
the  ayes  and  nays  were  called  for,  and  were  as  fol- 
lows: 

Jlyes — Messrs.  Bowman,  Bowne,  Bronson,  Dudley, 
Green,  Greenly,  Keyes,  Leffert,  Livingston,  Mallory, 
McCall,  Redfield,  Stranahan,  Sudam,  Ward,  Wheeler, 
Wooster,  Wright — 18. 

Noes- — Messrs.  Burrows,  Burt,  Cramer  Gardiner, 
Haight,  Lynde,  McIntyre,  Ogden,  Thorn — 9. 

Absent — Messrs,  Clark,  Easton,  Morgan,  Hathaway, 
Nelson.” 

Foreign  news.  It  appears  that  several  vessels  of 
,war  are  fitting  out  in  great  haste  at  Brest,  and  that 
the  British  ambassador,  at  Paris,  had  asked  and  re- 
ceived explanations  on  the  subject,  which  are  said  to 
be  pacific;  but  the  Condon  editors  do  not  much  hesi- 
tate to  say  that  these  ships  are  designed  to  act  against 
South  America.  The  squadron  fitting  out  is  composed 
of  eight  ships  of  the  line,  five  large  frigates  of  a new 
class,  carrying  6S  guns  each,  four  frigates  of  the  or* 
dinary  size,  four  brigs  and  five  corvetts,  in  all  twenty- 
six  vessels  of  war.  Of  this  number,  four  of  the  line 
have  their  masts  in, and  the  other  four  will  receive 
theirs  immediately.  The  frigates  are  all  ready  to 
sail  and  are  constantly  exercising  their  crews  in  the 
roads.  The  brigs  and  corvettes  are  also  ready. 

Six  or  seven  vessels  were  recently  chartered  at 
Liverpool,  to  proceed  to  Alexandria,  for  the  purpose 
of  bringing  home  cargoes  of  Egyptian  cotton.  This 
-•product  interferes  with  our  sea-islands.  The  pacha 
expects  to  be  able  to  ship  100,000  bales  annually. 

A person  in  England  committed  a murder  on  a 
Monday,  was  tried  on  the  following  Friday,  and  exe- 
cuted on  the  subsequent  Monday.  So  the  offence 
was  committed  and  answered  for  in  a week. 

The  duke  of  Belluno,  [minister  of  France]  persists 
jin  his  refusal  to  proceed  to  Vienna  shorn  of  his  title, 
and  the  emperor  of  Austria  is  said  to  be  no  less  ob- 
stinate in  his  determination  not  to  receive  a minister 
bearing  a title  borrowed  from  a part  of  his  dominions. 
[Conferred  by  Napoleon,  when  he  had  his  foot  on 
the  neck  of  the  emperor.] 

In  Spain,  all  is  fiat  and  gloomy.  An  organization 
of  the  new  government  had  not  yet  been  made.  Some 
disturbances  had  taken  place.  A late  decree  of  the 
king  will  be  found  below.  The  amnesty  has  not  yet 
been  published. 

Secret  societies  are  again  spoken  of,  with  alarm,  ip 
Germany. 

The  gallant,  generous  Mina,  refuses  all  the  public 
attentions  which  some  of  the  warm-hearted  people  of 
England  would  gladly  pay  him.  But  lately,  when  he 
reached  Taunton,  on  a visit  to  a friend,  the  people 
found  it  out,  took  possession  of  his  carriage  and  drew 
It  through  the  streets,  with  the  most  lively  acclama- 
tions. The  public  authorities  invited  him  to  a dinner, 
which  he  declined  in  the  following  terms — 

“The  mental  and  bodily  state  of  general  Mina  suits 
little  with  arrangements  of  this  nature;  the  ill  state  of 
his  health  obliges  him  to  observe  a very  strict  diet;  and 
from  the  unfortunate  circumstances  which  have 
brought  him  to  England,  and  feeling  the  present  la- 
mentable and  degraded  state  of  his  unhappy  country, 
having  left  his  wife,  parents,  brother,  and  friends  still 
there — being  as  he  now  is,  on  the  soil  of  constitutional 
iifrerty,  and  considering  how  many  Spaniards  have 


> just  lost  it,  the  most  appropriate  sentiments  in  which 
he  can  indulge  are  those  of  grief  and  mourning — hese 
reasons  have  decided  him  to  refuse  any  public  de- 
monstration of  kindness,  of  which  he  scarcely  dared 
to  flatter  himself  worthy. 

(Signed)  Espoz  Y.  Mina. 

Hatch  Court , Dee.  16,  IS23. 

In  the  year  1640,  the  population  at  Berlin  amount- 
ed to  only  7,000  souls,  whereas  now,  it  is  upwards  of 
100,000. 

In  the  course  of  1823,  7S8  vessels  arrived  -at  the 
port  of  Antwerp,  among  which  were  435  Belgian,  127 
English,  84  American,  36  Hanoverian,  26  Prussian, 
22  French  and  the  others  of  different  countries. 

A large  ship  has  arrived  at  Constantinople,  from 
Arabia,  via  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  with  a full  car- 
go of  coffee,  which  was  selling  on  account  of  the  go- 
vernment. 

The  Greeks  have  commenced  a blockade  of  all  the 
Turkish  ports  on  the  coast  of  Asia  Minor,  and  make 
many  valuable  captures.  Macedonia  is  nearly  free 
from  Ottoman  troops.  The  Turkish  forts  in  the  gulf 
of  Lepanto  are  about  to  he  attacked.  Coleotroni  is 
before  Patras,  said  to  be  about  to  surrender.  The 
Greek  cause  looks  excellently  well. 

It  is  stated  that  the  government  of  Cuba  are  about 
to  substitute  the  metallic  currency  of  dollars  and 
cents,  as  money  of  account,  in  lieu  of  the  imaginary 
denominations  of  pesos,  reals,  &c. 

The  twenty- three  pirates,  lately  captured  by  the 
Ilaytiens  off  the  coast,  have  all  been  shot. 

Madrid , Jan.  2.  The  king  lias  issued  the  following 
decree — 

“The  violence  with  which  several  corps  of  my  ar- 
my, turning  against  my  royal  person  the  arms  which 
I placed  in  their  hands,  forced  me,  on  the  7th  March, 
i820,  to  recognize  and  swear  to  the  political  constitu- 
tion of  the  Spanish  monarchy , could  not  fail  to  attract 
the  attention  of  all  the  sovereigns  of  Europe.  Their 
thrones  were  endangered  by  the  horrible  attempt  that 
was  made  against  mine. 

“Having  become  masters  of  the  government  the 
conspirators  and  their  accomplices  did  not  hesitate  to 
throw  off  the  mask  under  which  -they  had  till  then 
disguised  the  real  object  of  their  mysterious  designs. 
Blinded  by  their  triumph,  they  no  longer  dissem- 
bled that  the  constitution  of  Cadiz  was  not  the 
final  term  of  their  desires,  nor  Spain,  the  sole  thea- 
tre where  the  spirit  of  rebellion  wras  to  display  its 
dreadful  fury. 

“The  maxims  of  sedition  and  anarchy  disseminat- 
ed among  the  multitude;  the  spoliation  and  abasement 
of  the  higher  classes;  the  coarse  outrages  by  lan- 
guage and  deeds  directed  against  the  majesty  of  my 
person  and  all  my  royal  family;  the  usurpation,  one 
while  surreptitious,  and  at  another,  violent,  against 
my  legitimate  authority;  and  lastly,  the  scandalous 
contempt  of  the  holy  religion  of  Jesus  Christ,  bar- 
barously insulted  and  persecuted  in  the  person  of  his 
ministers,  left  no  doubt  in  the  minds  of  the  least  re- 
flecting, that  in  the  dark  machinations  of  secret  so- 
cieties, Spain  was  irrevocably  condemned  to  cease 
being  a monarchy. 

“The  revolutions  of  Naples,  Turin  and  Lisbon,  con- 
trived one  after  another  by  the  same  means,  and  up- 
on the  same  principles,  completed  the  conviction  of 
the  sovereigns  that  no  throne  v/as  secure,  unless  all 
the  heads  of  the  Hydra  that  threatened  to  devour  the 
• universe,  were  crushed  at  once.  Such  was  the  noble 
and  important  object  of  their  frequent  assemblies. 
Certainly,  but  for  the  resolutions  which  for  the  sal- 
vation of  the  human  race,  prevailed  at  the  congress 
of  Laybach  and  Verona,  a great  part  of  civilized  Eu 
rope,  drenched  in  its  own  blood,  would,  at  this  mo- 
ment, have  been  the  prey  of  its  ignorant  and  pre- 
sumptuous reformers- 
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“A  single  effort  of  the  powerful  emperor  of  Austria 
was  sufficient  to  stifle,  in  a few  flays,  the  insurrection 
of  Naples  and  Piedmont.  A similar  effort  of  the  most 
Christian  king  likewise  sufficed  to  bring  down, 
throughout  the  peninsula,  the  edifice  of  the  constitu- 
tion upon  its  authors.  Emboldened  by  the  presence 
of  my  well-beloved  cousin,  the  duke  of  Angouleme, 
and  ! :?  valiant  army,  the  immense  majority  of  my 
subjects  hastened  to  overthrow  the  trophies  that  folly 
had  raised  to  revolt,  and  to  re-establish  the  ancient 
institutions  which  had  been  the  source  of  prosperity 
to  their  forefathers.  Led  on  by  victory,  the  son  of 
France  flew  to  the  banks  of  the  Guadeleta,  attacked 
and  captured  the  Trocadero,  filled  my  oppressors 
with  alarms,  and,  at  length,  myself  and  army  are  free. 
Glory  be  to  God! 

“In  the  midst  of  the  bitterness  with  which  my  heart 
is  smitten  at  the  aspect  of  the  condition  to  which 
thi  i years  of  suffering  has  reduced  all  my  realms,  I 
have  seen  with  satisfaction  that  my' supreme  council 
of  the  Indies,  inspired  with  continual  zeal  for  the  good 
of  my  service,  have  been  eager  to  propose  to  me,  by 
;ts  determination  of  October  30th,  such  measures  as 
appear  to  them  most  proper  to  alleviate,  the  evils  pro- 
duced by  the  revolution  of  the  peninsula  in  that  part 
of  my  possessions.  Adopting  the  advice  of  the  said 
council,  I ordain  as  follows: 

1 . Throughout  all  my  American  domains,  a solemn 
Te  Deum  shall  be  chaunted  in  thanksgivings  to  the 
Almighty  for  the  benefit  which,  in  his  infinite  mercy, 
he  has  granted  to  the  whole  nation,  in  preserving  my- 
self and  all  my  royal  family  safe  and  sound,  in  the 
midst  of  such  great  and  continual  dangers. 

2.  Throughout  my  said  American  domains  the  poli- 
tical constitution  of  the  Spanish  monarchy  is  forever  abol- 
ished. Their  governments  are  re-established  in  con- 
formity to  the  laws  and  ordinances  existing  previous 
to  the  7th  March,  1820. 

3.  The  political  chiefs,  the  provincial  deputations, 
the  constitutional  municipalities  and  their  secretary- 
ships and  dependencies,  shall  immediately  relinquish 
their  functions. 

4.  The  audiences,  (courts  of  justice),  newly  estab- 
lished, shall,  in  like  manner,  discontinue  their  func- 
tions. 

5.  The  militia  created  by  the  cortes  under  the 
name  of  national  shall  be  dissolved  immediately.  The 
individuals  who  comprise  it  shall  give  up  their  arms 
and  accoutrements  before  they  return  home. 

6.  The  suppressed  communities  shall  return  to 
their  convents,  and  be  reinstated  in  all  their  property, 
including  such  as  may  have  been  alienated,  no  matter 
by  what  title. 

7.  I confirm  the  recompenses  and  offices  which 
may  have  been  bestowed  during  the  constitutional  re- 
gime, in  my  American  possessions,  provided  that,  in 
no  case,  they  arc  derived  from  the  constitution,  are 
not  of  new  creation,  and  that  those  who  have  obtain- 
ed them  have  not  rendered  themselves  unworthy  by 
their  conduct. 

8.  An  exception  to  the  provision  of  the  forgoing  ar- 
ticle is,  that  every  office  which  has  been  vacated  by 
the  dismissal  or  the  unjust  removal  of  the  person  who 
filled  it,  shall  be  restored  to  him,  if  he  demands  it,  in 
preference  to  the  person  who  may  have  taken  his 
place. 

“In  consequence,  I command  my  viceroys,  courts 
of  justice,  captains  generals,  governors  and  superin- 
tendents; and  I beg  and  charge  the  very  reverend 
archbishops  and  bishops,  deans  and  chapters  5f  the 
Metropolitan  and  cathedral  churches  of  my  realms  of 
the  Indies,  the  adjacent  isles  and  the  Phillipines,  to 
accomplish  and  carry  into  execution,  every  one  in 
what  concerns  him,  my  royal  will,  as  expressed 
above. 

Done  at  the  palace,  etc,  Ferdinand.” 


Bank  of  the  United  States. 

In  pursuance  of  a resolve  of  the  house  of  represen- 
tatives of  the  United  States,  the  secretary  of  Die  trea- 
sury has  laid  before  congress  a copy  of  flic  general 
statement  of  the  bank  of  the  United  States,  on  the  8th 
January,  1823,  and  the  10th  of  January  last.  The 
particular  details  of  the  statements  can  be  interesting 
to  but  few  readers.  The  recapitulation  of  the  latest 
date,  (10th  January,  1824),  presents  a general  view 
of  the  actual  condition  of  the  bank,  and  will  be  ac- 
ceptable to  many. 

RECAPITULATION. 

Funded  debt  of  the  U.  S.  (various)  $10,874,014  83 
Bills  discounted — 

on  personal  security  24,324,352  68 
bank  stock  6,708,304  92 

funded  debt  75,596  33 

31,108,253  9G 

Domestic  bills  of  exchange  2,323,830  19 

Foreign  do.  24,599  76 

Baring,  Brothers  & Co.  1,408,953  44 

Hope  and  Company  467  6,5 

Real  estate  1,131,851  90 

Mortgages,  Sec.  120,700  00 

Due  from — 

Bank  U.  S.  and  offices  15,188,587  49 
State  banks  1,749,807  21 

_ 16,938,394  70 

Debt  of  Smith  & Buchanan  and  George 

Williams  1,267,332  08 

Debt  due  by  United  States  5,267  32 

Deficiencies  501,099  99 

Banking  houses,  bonus,  &.c.  1,871,695  24 

Expenses  27,456  24 

Foreign  exchange  account  92,667  G6 

Cash — notes  bank  United 

States  and  offices  7,145,048  62 
notes  state  banks  705,173  08 
Specie  5,813,694  01 

—13,663,915  71 


81,410,500  53 


Capital  stock  34,995,569  63 

Notes  issued  11,862,072  48 

Dividends  unclaimed  829,095  67 

Discount,  exchange  and  interest  86,583  52 

Profit  and  loss  and  contingent  interest  22S,604  40 

Contingent  fund  3,823,533  24 

Due  to — 

Bank  U.  S.  and  offices  14,401,104  91 

State  Banks  461,999  07 

14,863,103  SS 

Loan  from  Baring,  Brothers  & Co.  1,020,000  00 

Deposites — 

Treasurer  U.  S.  8,371,878  08 

Deduct  over  drafts  90,159  31 


Public  officers 
Individuals 


8,281,718  77 
1,900,146  60 
3,520,072  41 


-13,701,937  78 
SI, 410, 500  58 


Massachusetts*  Claims. 

Message  from  the  president  of  the  United  States  transmit - 
j ting  certain  documents  relating  to  the  claim  of  the  state 
i of  Massachusetts,  for  services  rendered  by  the  militia  of 
J that  state,  during  the  late  tear  with  Great  Britain. 
i To  the  senate  and  house  of  representatives  of  the  U.  Slates : 
I herewith  transmit  to  congress  certain  documents 
relating  to  a claim  of  Massachusetts,  for  services  ren- 
I dered  by  the  militia  of  that  state  in  the  late  war,  and 
i for  which  payment  was  made  by  the  state.  From  the 


Ferdinand.” 
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particular  circumstances  attending;  this  claim,  I have 
thought  it  proper  to  submit  the  subject  to  the  consi- 
deration of  congress. 

In  forming  a just  estimate  of  this  claim,  it  will  be 
necessary  to  recur  to  the  cause  which  prevented  its 
admission,  or  the  admission  of  anypart  thereof,  at  an 
earlier  day.  It  will  be  recollected,  that,  when  a call 
was  made* on  the  militia  of  that  state  for  service,  in 
the  late  war,  under  an  arrangement  which  was  alike 
applicable  to  the  militia  of  all  the  states,  and  in  con- 
formity with  the  acts  of  congress,  the  executive  of 
Massachusetts  refused  to  comply  with  the  call,  on  the 
principle  that  the  power  vested  in  congress  by  the 
constitution,  to  provide  for  calling  forth  the  militia  to 
execute  the  laws  of  the  union,  suppress  insurrections, 
and  repel  invasions,  was  not  a complete  power  for 
fhose  purposes,  but  conditional,  and  dependent  on  the 
consent  of  the  executives  of  the  several  states;  and, 
also,  that,  when  called  into  service,  such  consent  be- 
ing given,  they  could  not  be  commanded  by  a regular 
officer  of  the  United  States,  or  other  officer  than 
of  the  militia,  except  by  the  president,  in  person. 
That  this  decision  of  the  executive  of  Massachusetts 
was  repugnant  to  the  constitution  of  the  United  States, 
and  of  dangerous  tendency,  especially  when  it  is  con- 
sidered that  we  were  then  engaged  in  a war  with  a 
powerful  nation  for  the  defence  of  our  common  rights, 
was  the  decided  opinion  of  this  government;  and  when 
the  period,  at  which  that  decision  was  formed,  was 
considered,  it  being  as  early  as  the  fifth  of  August, 
eighteen  hundred  and  twelve,  immediately  after  the 
war  was  declared,  and  that  it  was  not  relinquished 
during  the  war,  it  was  inferred,  by  the  executive  of 
the  United  States,  that  the  decision  of  the  executive 
of  that  state  was  alike  applicable  to  all  the  services 
that  were  rendered  by  the  militia  of  the  state  during 
the  war. 

In  the  correspondence  with  the  governor  of  Mas- 
sachusetts at  that  important  epoch,  and  on  that  very 
interesting  subject,  it  was  announced  to  him,  by  the 
secretary  of  war,  that,  if  the  militia  of  the  state  were 
called  into  service  by  the  executive  of  the  state,  and 
not  put  under  the  command  of  the  major  general  of 
the  United  States,  as  the  militia  of  the  other  states 
were,  the  expense  attending  their  service  would  be 
chargeable  to  the  state,  and  not  to  the  United  States. 
It  was  also  stated  to  him,  at  the  same  time,  that  any 
claim  which  the  state  might  have  for  the  reimburse- 
ment of  such  expenses,  could  not  be  allowed  by  the 
executive  of  the  United  States,  since  it  would  involve 
principles  on  which  that  branch  of  the  government 
could  not  decide. 

Under  these  circumstances,  a decision  on  the  claim 
of  the  state  of  Massachusetts  has  hitherto  been  sus- 
pended, and  it  need  not  be  remarked,  that  the  suspen- 
sion has  proceeded  from  a conviction  that  it  would  be 
improper  to  give  any  sanction  by  its  admission,  or  by 
the  admission  of  any  part  thereof,  either  to  the  con- 
struction of  the  constitution  contended  for  by  the  then 
executive  of  that  state,  or  to  its  conduct,  at  that  peri- 
od, towards  the  general  government  and  the  union. 

In  January,  eighteen  hundred  and  twenty-three,  the 
representatives  in  congress  from  Massachusetts  and 
Maine,  suggested,  by  memorial,  that  the  constitutional 
objection  could  not  apply  to  a portion  of  the  claim, 
and  requested  that  the  accounting  officer  of  the  go- 
vernment might  be  instructed  to  audit  and  admit  such 
part  as  might  be  free  from  that  objection.  In  all  cases 
where  claims  are  presented  for  militia  service,  it  is 
the  duty  and  the  practice  of  the  accounting  officer  to 
submit  them  to  the  department  for  instruction  as  to  the 
legality  of  the  claim;  that  is,  whether  the  service  had 
been  rendered  by  order  of  the  competent  authority, 
or  otherwise,  under  circumstances  to  justify  the  claim 
against  the  United  States,  admitting  that  the  evidence 
in  support  of  it  should  be  satisfactory.  To  this  re- 
quest there  appeared  to  be  no  w ell-founded  objection, 


under  the  reservation,  as  to  the  constitutional  prin- 
ciple, and  accordingly  an  order  was  given  to  the  ac- 
counting officers  of  the  treasury  to  proceed  in  audit- 
ing the  claim,  with  that  reservation. 

In  conformity  w ith  this  arrangement,  the  executive 
of  Massachusetts  appointed  two  citizens  of  that  state 
commissioners  to  attend  to  the  settlement  of  its 
claim,  and  who,  in  execution  of  the  trust  reposed  in 
them,  have  presented  to  the  accounting  officer  of  the 
treasury  that  portion,  comprehending  the  services  of 
the  fifth  division  of  the  militia  of  the  state,  which  has 
been  audited  and  reported  for  consideration,  subject 
to  the  objection  above  stated.  I have  examined  this 
report,  with  the  documents  presented  by  the  commis- 
sioners, and  am  of  opinion  that  the  services  rendered 
by  that  division  were  spontaneous,  patriotic  and  pro- 
per, necessary  for  self-defence,  to  repel,  in  some  in- 
stances, actual  invasion,  and,  in  others,  to  meet,  by 
adequate  preparation,  invasions  that  were  menaced. 
The  commissioners  of  the  state  having  intimated  that 
other  portions  of  service  stood  on  similar  ground,  the 
accounting  officer  has  been  instructed,  in  auditing  the 
whole,  to  do  it  in  such  manner  as  to  enable  the  depart- 
ment to  show,  distinctly,  under  what  circumstances 
each  portion  of  service  was  rendered,  whether  volun- 
tary, called  out  by  invasion  or  the  menace  of  invasion, 
or  by  public  authority;  and  in  such  case,  whether  the 
militia  rendering  such  service  was  placed  under  the 
authority  of  the  United  States,  or  retained  under  that 
of  the  state. 

It  affords  me  great  pleasure  to  state,  that  the  pre- 
sent executive  of  Massachusetts  has  disclaimed  the 
principle  which  was  maintained  by  the  former  exe- 
cutive, and  that  in  this  disclaimer  both  branches  of 
the  legislature  have  concurred.  By  this  renunciation, 
the  state  is  placed  on  the  same  ground,  in  this  respect, 
with  the  other  states,  and  this  very  distressing  anoma- 
ly in  our  system  is  removed.  It  is  well  known  that 
the  great  body  of  our  fellow-citizens  in  Massachusetts 
areas  firmly  devoted  to  our  union,  and  to  the  free 
republican  principles  of  our  government,  as  our  fel- 
lowT-citizens  of  the  other  states.  Of  this  important 
truth,  their  conduct  in  every  stage  of  our  revolution- 
ary struggle,  and  in  many  other  emergencies,  bears 
ample  testimony;  and  I add,  with  profound  interest 
and  a thorough  conviction,  that,  although  the  difficul- 
ty adverted  to,  in  the  late  war,  with  their  executive, 
excited  equal  surprise  and  regret,  it  was  not  believed 
to  extend  to  them.  There  never  was  a moment  w hen 
the  confidence  of  the  government  in  the  great  body  of 
our  fellow-citizens  of  that  state,  was  impaired;  nor 
is  a doubt  entertained  that  they  w^ere,  at  all  times, 
willing  and  ready  to  support  their  rights,  and  repel 
an  invasion  by  the  enemy. 

The  commissioners  of  Massachusetts  have  urged, 
in  compliance  with  their  instructions,  the  payment  of 
so  much  of  their  claim  as  applies  to  the  services  ren- 
dered by  the  fifth  division,  which  have  been  audited, 
and  I should  have  no  hesitation  in  admitting  it,  if  I did 
not  think,  under  all  the  circumstances  of  the  case, 
that  the  claim,  in  all  its  parts,  was  cognizable  by  con- 
gress alone.  The  period  at  which  the  constitutional 
difficulty  was  raised,  by  the  executive  of  the  state, 
was  in  the  highest  degree  important,  as  was  the  ten- 
dency of  the  principle  for  which  it  contended,  and 
which  was  adhered  to  during  the  war.  The  public 
mind  throughout  the  union  wras  much  excited  by  that 
occurrence,  and  great  solicitude  wras  felt  as  to  its  con- 
sequences. The  executive  of  the  United  States  was 
bound  to  maintain,  and  did  maintain,  a just  construc- 
tion of  the  constitution;  in  doing  which  it  is  gratifying 
to  recollect  that  the  most  friendly  feelings  were 
cherished  towards  their  brethren  of  that  state.  The 
executive  of  the  state  was  warned,  in  the  correspon- 
dence which  then  took  place,  of  the  light  in  which  its 
conduct  was  viewed,  and  of  the  effect  it  would  have, 
so  far  as  related  to  the  right  of  the  executive  of  the  U 
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States,  on  any  claim  which  might  afterwards  be  pre- 
sented by  the  state  to  compensation  for  such  services. 
Under  these  circumstances,  the  power  of  the  exe- 
cutive of  the  United  States  to  settle  any  portion  of 
this  claim,  seems  to  be  precluded.  It  seems  proper, 
also,  that  this  claim  should  be  decided,  on  full  inves- 
tigation, before  the  p»:blic,  that  the  principle  on  which 
it  is  decided,  may  be  thoroughly  understood  by  our  fel- 
low-citizens of  every  state,  which  can  be  done  by 
congress  alone;  who  alone,  also,  possess  the  power  to 
pass  the  laws  which  may  be  necessary  to  carry  such 
decision  into  effect. 

In  submitting  this  subject  to  the  calm  and  enlight- 
ened judgment  of  congress,  I do  it  with  peculiar  satis- 
faction, from  a knowledge  that  you  are  notv  placed,  by 
the  course  of  events,  in  a situation  which  will  enable 
you  to  adopt  such  measures,  as  will  not  only  comport 
with  the  sound  principles  of  our  government,  but, 
likewise,  be  conducive  to  further  the  highest  interests 
of  our  union.  By  the  renunciation  of  the  principle 
maintained  by  the  then  executive  of  Massachusetts, 
as  has  been  done  by  its  present  executive  and  both 
branches  of  the  legislature,  in  the  most  formal  man- 
ner, and  in  accord  with  the  sentiments  of  the  great 
body  of  the  people,  the  constitution  is  restored,  in  a 
very  important  feature— that  connected  with  the  pub- 
lic defence:  and  in  the  most  important  branch,  that 
of  the  militia,  to  its  native  strength.  It  is  very  grati- 
fying to  know,  that  this  renunciation  has  been  produc- 
ed by  the  regular,  orderly,  and  pacific  operation  of 
our  republican  system,  whereby  those  wrho  were  in 
the  right  at  the  moment  of  difficulty,  and  who  sustain- 
ed the  government  with  great  firmness,  have  daily 
gained  strength  until  this  result  was  accomplished. 
The  points  on  wdiich  you  will  have  to  decide,  are, 
what  is  fairly  due  for  the  services  which  were  ac- 
tually rendered?  By  what  means  shall  we  contri- 
bute most  to  cement  the  union,  and  give  the  great- 
est support  to  our  most  excellent  constitution?  In 
seeking  each  object  separately  we  are  lead  to  the 
same  result.  All  that  can  be  claimed  by  our  fellow- 
citizens  of  Massachusetts  is,  that  the  constitutional 
objection  be  waived,  and  that  they  be  placed  on  the 
same  footing  wTith  their  brethren  in  the  other  states 
— that,  regarding  the  services  rendered  by  the  mi- 
litia of  other  states,  for  w hich  compensation  has  been 
made,  giving  to  the  rule  the  most  liberal  construction, 
like  compensation  be  made  for  similar  services  ren- 
dered by  the  militia  of  that  state. 

I have  been  led  to  conclude,  on  great  consideration, 
that  the  principles  of  justice,  as  well  as  a due  regard 
for  the  great  interests  of  our  union,  require  that  this 
claim,  in  the  extent  proposed,  should  be  acceded  to. 
Essential  service  was  rendered,  in  the  late  war,  by 
rhe  militia  of  Massachusetts,  and  w'ith  the  most  pa- 
triotic motives.  It  seems  just,  therefore,  that  they 
should  be  compensated  for  such  services,  in  like  man- 
ner with  the  militia  of  the  other  states.  The  consti- 
tutional difficulty  did  not  originate  with  them,  and 
has  now  been  removed.  It  comports  with  our  sys- 
tem to  look  to  the  service  rendered,  and  to  the  inten- 
tion with  which  it  Avas  rendered,  and  to  award  the 
compensation  accordingly,  especially  as  it  may  now 
be  done  without  the  sacrifice  of  principle.  The  mo- 
tive, in  this  instance,  is  the  stronger,  because  well 
satisfied  I am,  that,  by  so  doing,  we  shall  give  the  most 
effectual  support  to  our  republican  institutions.  No 
latent  cause  of  discontent  will  be  left  behind.  The 
great  body  of  the  people  w ill  be  gratified;  and  even 
those  who  now  survive,  wdio  were  then  in  error, 
cannot  fail  to  see,  with  interest  and  satisfaction,  this 
distressing  occurrence  thus  happily  terminated.  I, 
therefore,  consider  it  my  duty  to  recommend  it  to 
congress  to  make  provision  for  the  settlement  of  the 
claim  of  Massachusetts,  for  services  rendered  in  the 
late  war  by  the  militia  of  the  state,  in  conformity  with 
the  rules  which  have  governed  in  the  settlement  of 


the  claims  for  services  rendered  by  the  militia  of  the 
other  stages.  JAMES  MONROE. 

Washington,  February  23,  1824. 


Eighteenth  Congress — first  session. 

Legislative  calls  and  anstccrs. 

The  president  answ'ers  to  the  call  from  the  house 
of  representatives,  “that  the  president  be  requested 
to  cause  to  be  laid  before  the  house  an  estimate  of 
the  expense  which  wmuldbe  incurred  by  transporting 
twro  hundred  of  the  troops,  now  at  the  Council  Bluffs, 
to  the  mouth  of  Columbia,  or  Oregon  river,”  by  a let- 
ter from  the  secretary  of  stale,  that  the  entire  expense 
by  land  and  water  would  be  $44,000. 

In  answrer  to  another  call  made  by  the  house  of  re- 
presentatives, to  inform  that  house  if  the  line,  intend- 
ed to  constitute  the  western  boundary  of  the  territory 
of  Arkansas,  has  been  run,  in  conformity  with  the 
provisions  of  the  third  section  of  the  act  of  congress, 
of  the  3d  of  March,  1823,  entitled  ‘an  act  making  fur 
ther  appropriations  for  the  military  service  of  the  U 
States  for  the  year  1823,  and  for  other  purposes;’  and, 
if  said  line  has  not  been  run,  that  he  inform  this 
house  what  instructions  have  been  given  or  measures 
adopted,  in  relation  to  the  execution  of  the  provisions 
of  the  law',  and  what  causes  have  prevented  said  line 
from  being  run?” 

He  encloses  another  letter  from  the  secretary  of 
war,  that  the  line  has  not  been  run:  that,  directly  af- 
ter the  rising  of  the  last  congress,  general  Hindes  and 
Mr.  William  Woodw'ard  were  appointed  commission- 
ers to  run  the  line;  that  the  notification  never  reach- 
ed the  general,  living  in  the  territory  of  Arkansas,  a 
casualty  ascribed  to  the  mail;  and  that,  from  this 
cause,  the  line  has  not  been  run. 

The  secretary  further  adds,  “it  may  be  proper 
to  state,  that  the  Choctaw  nation  has  applied  for 
permission  to  send  on  a deputation  to  Washington, 
(the  object  of  which  is  stated  to  be,  to  treat  with  the 
government  on  the  subject  of  their  lands  west  of  the 
Mississippi),  which  has  been  granted;  and  it  is  hoped 
that  a suitable  arrangement  may  be  made,  so  that  the 
line  may  be  run  the  next  summer.” 

In  answrer  to  the  call  made  by  the  house  of  repre- 
sentatives, “that  the  president  of  the  United  States 
be  requested  to  inform  this  house  whether  the  rules 
and  regulations  compiled  by  general  Scott,  for  the 
government  of  the  army,  are  now  in  force  in  the 
army,  or  any  part  thereof;  and  by  what  authority  the 
same  has  been  adopted  and  enforced?” 

The  president  encloses  another  letter  from  the  se- 
cretary of  w'ar,  stating  that,  after  the  repeal  of  the 
fourteenth  section  of  the  act  of  the  2d  March,  1S21, 
which  established  the  book  of  rules  and  regulations 
compiled  by  general  Scott,  for  the  government  of  the 
army,  the  president  causes  the  said  books  of  rules 
and  regulations  to  be  continued  in  force  by  general 
order;  and  a copy  of  the  general  order,  signed  by  the 
president,  to  the  same  effect,  is  subjoined. 

Navy  and  naval  affairs. 

In  the  house  of  representatives,  on  Wednesday,  the 
24th  ultimo — 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Forsyth , itw'as 
Resolved , That  the  committee  on  naval  affairs  be  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  providing, 
by  law,  that  all  persons  w'ho  shall  voluntarily  engage 
to  serve  in  the  navy  six  months  during  peace,  and 
twelve  months  during  war,  shall  be  exempted  from 
all  militia  duty,  except  when,  in  cases  of  great  public 
danger,  the  levy,  in  mass,  shall  be  ordered. 

Collectors  of  the  customs,  on  receiving  the  names 
and  descriptions  c*f  the  persons  making  the  engage- 
ments, to  register  the  same,  giving  to  each  person,  so 
registered,  a certificate  of  registry,  setting  forth  his 
name,  age,  place  of  nativity,  height,  complexion,  and 
general  description. 
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Every  master  of  a merchant  vessel,  whether  engag- 
ed in  the  coasting  or  foreign  trade,  to  specify  in  his 
shipping  articles,  (in  an  appropriate  column)  opposite 
to  each  person’s  name,  such  as  did,  or  did  not,  on 
signing  the  articles,  produce  certificates  of  registry. 

Every  master  of  a merchant  vessel,  whether  engag- 
ed in  the  coasting  or  foreign  trade,  to  deposite  in  the 
office  of  the  collector  of  every  port  in  the  United 
States,  from  which  he  may  clear  or  enter  his  vessel,  a 
certified  copy  of  his  shipping  articles. 

The  collector  of  the  customs  to  transmit  quarter- 
yearly  to  the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  the  names  and 
quality  of  persons  belonging  to  vessels  entering  or 
clearing  at  the  custom  house  within  the  quarter,  de- 
signating those  who  enrol  themselves  from  those  who 
do  not. 

Whenever  the  service  is  required  by  government, 
the  persons  to  perform  it  to  be  ascertained  by  lot.  No 
person  to  perform  two  tours  of  duty  till  all  those  who 
are  liable  to  serve,  and  are  within  reach  of  the  go- 
vernment, shall  have  served  their  turn. 

Persons  in  the  public  service  to  be  liable  to  all  the 
discipline  of  the  navy,  to  have  the  same  pay  and  ra- 
tions as  if  regularly  enlisted,  the  same  pensions  if  dis- 
abled while  in  the  public  service,  and  the  same  prize 
money. 

To  be  punctually  discharged  when  the  time  of  ser- 
vice shall  expire;  and,  if  unavoidably  detained,  to 
receive,  as  a compensation,  25  per  cent,  in  addition 
to  their  pay,  for  the  surplus  time. 

After  eighteen  months  from  the  date  of  the  act,  no 
person  to  be  considered  as  a destitute  American  sea- 
man, in  foreign  countries,  and,  as  such,  entitled  to 
relief  under  the  act  or  acts  of  congress,  who  shall 
not  have  enrolled  himself  to  serve  in  the  navy  as 
aforesaid. 

That  authority  shall  be  given  to  government  to  take 
apprentices,  native  boys,  not  less  than  twelve  nor 
more  than  fourteen  years  old,  to  serve  in  the  navy 
seven  years;  the  number  annually  to  be  one  to  every 
two  guns  mounted  on  board  ships  in  commission. 

The  United  States  to  provide  a school-master  for 
every  national  vessel  of  not  less  than  twelve  guns,  to 
teach  the  apprentices  reading,  writing  and  cyphering, 
and  such  other  branches  of  learning  as  their  capaci- 
ties may  indicate;  to  find  them  food  and  clothes,  and, 
after  the  expiration  of  the  fifth  year,  to  allow  them 
two  dollars  per  month ; at  the  expiration  of  the  se- 
venth year,  to  give  them  a full  suit  of  clothes,  and, 
if  meritorious,  a certificate  of  good  behavior,  and  a 
sum  of  money  not  exceeding  twenty  dollars. 

The  most  promising  may  be  selected  during  their 
apprenticeship,  and  promoted  to  midshipmen,  mas- 
ters’ mates,  or  any  other  inferior  grade  of  office.  If 
promoted  to  midshipmen  or  masters’  mates,  then  their 
indentures  to  cease  from  the  day  of  their  promotion. 

A roll  to  be  kept  in  the  office  of  the  secretary  of 
the  navy  of  all  apprentices,  shewing  their  age,  nati- 
vity and  date  of  their  indentures. 

Apprentices  transferable  from  ship  to  ship,  as  the 
good  of  the  service  may  require — which  wUl  give  them 
a knowledge  of  all  classes  of  ships. 

That  merchant  vessels  shall  take  apprentices — ves- 
sels of  100  tons,  one;  200  to  300  tons,  two;  400  to 
600,  three;  of  700,  four,  &.c. 

SENATE. 

February  27.  Mr.  Loicric i presented  the  remon- 
strance of  the  chamber  of  commerce  of  the  city  of 
Philadelphia,  against  any  increase  of  the  present  rate 
of  duties  on  imported  articles;  and,  also,  six  petitions 
praying  for  such  an  increase — Referred  to  the  com- 
mittee on  commerce  and  manufactures. 

The  senate  took  up  the  military  appropriation  bill 
that  had  passed  the  house — 

Mr.  Macon  moved  to  strike  out  the  10,000  dollars 
appropriated  for  the  purchase  of  a farm  near  West 
Point,  on  which  a tavern  is  kept. 


| Mr.  Lowrie  said  he  had,  hitherto,  entertained  th© 
| opinion  that  the  discipline  at  the  military  academy 
, was  such  as  not  to  require  any  appropriation  like  this : 

! but,  since  he  had  examined  into  the  statement  of  its 
situation,  in  relation  to  this  tavern,  he  had  no  doubt 
of  the  propriety  of  purchasing  the  farm.  It  had  been 
stated  that,  in  consequence  of  the  location  of  this  pub- 
lic house  in  the  vicinity  of  the  institution,  the  students 
obtained  liquor,  which  was  introduced  into  the  bar- 
racks against  the  rules  of  the  academy.  lie  consi- 
dered the  only  question  to  be,  whether  a great  nui- 
sance should  be  removed  at  the  expense  of  "ten  thou- 
sand dollars.  The  senate  will  recollect  that  great 
sums  of  money  had  been  expended  upon  this  semi- 
nary; and  if,  by  the  appropriation  of  ten  thousand  dol- 
lars, a great  evil  could  be  removed  from  it,  he  thought 
it  important  that,it  should  be  done.  The  object  -was  in- 
calculably greater  than  the  expenditure  proposed.  He 
had  much  rather  that  the  police  of  the  institution 
should  have  been  such  as  to  restrain  all  improprie- 
ties of  this  kind:  but,  perhaps,  it  was  not  possible  to 
restrain  them.  He  understood  the  regulations  were 
as  good  as  they  could  be.  He  called  for  the  reading 
of  a letter,  upon  this  subject,  from  the  superintendent 
of  the  academy. 

Mr.  Macon  believed  that  there  was  not  a school,  an 
academy,  or  an  institution  for  the  instruction  of  youth, 
in  the  United  States,  where  similar  evils  were  not  to 
be  found.  These  public  houses,  he  said,  were  scat- 
tered about  the  country  in  every  direction ; and  the 
expense  w'ould  be  immense,  if  the  government  was  to 
purchase  them  all,  to  prevent  their  injurious  effects 
upon  our  youth.  He  thought  there  was  another  ob- 
jection to  this  purchase — the  government  could  net 
exercise  authority  over  the  land,  without  the  consent 
of  the  state  of  New  York.  West  Point  had  been  ced- 
ed to  the  government  by  the  state;  and,  therefore,  ju- 
risdiction could  be  exercised  over  it.  But,  if  this  farm 
was  bought,  the  land  attached  to  that  institution  will 
beheld  by  two  different  tenures.  If  any  profit  is  to  be 
made  by  a public  house  there,  another  will  soon  be 
built — and  the  government  must  buy  all  the  land  to 
prevent  it.  If  the  young  students  are  determined  to 
have  a frolic,  they  will  have  it  at  all  events. 

Messrs.  Holmes  and  Lloyd,  of.Md.  supported  Mr. 
Macon’s  motion — after  which  the  subject  was  post- 
poned until  Monday. 

Some  minor  business  being  attended  to,  the  senate 
adjourned  to  Monday. 

March  1.  Mr.  J\oble  laid  before  the  senate  a pream- 
ble and  resolution  of  the  general  assembly  of  the  state 
of  Indiana,  expressing  their  approbation  of  the  re- 
marks contained  in  the  president’s  message  to  con- 
gress, at  the  commencement  of  the  session,  in  rela- 
tion to  the  foreign  and  domestic  pplicy  of  the  coun- 
try; particularly  that  part  of  the  message  which  ex- 
presses sympathy  for  the  cause  of  the  Greeks.  The 
resolution  was  read,  and  laid  upon  the  table. 

After  some  minor  business,  to  be  noticed  in  its  pro- 
gress— 

Mr.  Clarke,  clerk  of  the  house  of  representatives, 
came  in  with  a message,  informing  the  senate  of  the 
death  of  William  Lee  Bull,  a member  of  the  house, 
from  the  state  of  Virginia;  and  that  the  house  had  re- 
solved to  wear  crape  for  the  remainder  of  the  session, 

I and  to  attend  the  funeral  of  the  deceased  to-morrow, 
at  12  o’clock. 

Mr.  Barbour  thereupon  submitted  the  following  re- 
solution, which  was  unanimously  adopted: 

Resolved,  That  the  senate  will  attend  the  funeral  of 
William  Lee  Ball,  late  a member  of  the  house  of  repre- 
sentatives, from  the  state  of  Virginia;  and,  as  a testi- 
mony of  their  respect  for  the  memory  of  the  deceased, 
will  wear  crape  for  thirty  days. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Barbour,  it  was  ordered,  that, 
when  the  senate  does  adjourn,  it  will  adjourn  till 
Wednesday  next:  and  the  senate  then  adjourned, 
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March  2.  The  senate  did  not  sit  in  consequence  of 
the  decease  of  Mr.  Ball,  a representative  from  Virgi- 
nia. 

March  3.  Among  the  petitions  presented  were  two 
from  Georgia  and  another  from  South  Carolina  against 
the  proposed  tariff. 

A communication  was  received  from  the  war  de- 
partment, transmitting  a statement  of  the  expendi- 
tures on  account  of  the  military  academy  at  West 
Point,  for  the  last  year. 

Mr.  King,  of  New-York,  presented  the  petition  of 
John  Vanderlyn,  praying  to  be  employed  in  painting 
a view  of  the  battle  of  New-Orleans.  Referred  to  the 
committee  on  the  District  of  Columbia. 

Mr.  Van  Buren  presented  the  memorial  of  the  Soci- 
ety of  Shakers,  in  the  state  of  New-York,  stating  that 
they  have  religious  scruples  against  the  performance 
of  military  services,  and  praying  to  be  exempted 
therefrom.  Referred  to  the  committee  on  the  mili- 
tia. 

The  military  appropriation  hill  for  the  year  1824 
was  considered.  The  clause  to  provide  for  the  pur- 
chase of  a certain  tract  of  land  near  the  military  aca- 
demy at  West  Point,  was  struck  at,  (as  it  had  been  in 
the  house  of  representatives;)  but  the  propriety  of 
the  appropriation,  as  well  to  get  rid  of  the  nuisance 
as  on  account  of  the  right  of  the  government  to  hold 
such  property,  was  supported.  The  question  was  taken 
by  yeas  and  nays,  and  decided  against  striking  out  this 
appropriation,  16  in  the  affirmative,  and  26  in  the  ne- 
gative, as  follows: 

YEAS. — Messrs  Barbour,  Burton,  Bdl.  Branch,  Chandler.  Gnil- 
Jard,  Holmes,  of  Me.  King,  of  Ala.  Lanman.  Lloyd,  of  Md.  Macon, 
Palimr,  Talbot,  Taylor,  of  Ind.  Taylor,  of  Vj  and  Ware— 16. 

N VYS.— Messrs.  Brown,  Clayton,  D’Wolf,  Eaton  Edwards,  of 
Conn.  Elliott,  Hayne,  Holmes,  of  Miss  Jackson,  Johnson,  of  Lou. 
Kelly,  King,  of  N.  Y.  Knight,  Lloyd,  of  Mass.  Lowtie,  Mdlvaine, 
Mills,  Noble,  Parrott.  P.ngglt  s,  Seymour,  Smith,  Thomas,  Van 
Buren,  Van  Dyke  and  Williams- 26. 

The  bill  was  then  reported  to  the  senate  without 
amendment,  and  passed  to  a third  reading. 

The  senate  then  adjourned  till  to-morrow. 

March  4.  The  senate  was,  the  whole  of  this  day, 
occupied  with  matters  belonging  to  private  claims, 
except  a short  time  passed  in  executive  business. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

Friday,  Feb.  27.  Much  preparatory  business  being 
transacted — 

Mr.  Stewart  submitted  the  following: 

“ Resolved , That,  until  further  ordered,  the  hour  of 
ad  journment  be  11  o’clock.” 

Mr.  Little  moved  that  this  resolution  lie  on  the  table. 
Carried,  ayes  92,  noes  68. 

Mr.  (keen  called  up  the  resolution  some  days  since 
offered  by  him. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  called  on  this  motion,  and 
were  as  follows — ayes  60,  noes  113. 

The  house  then  resolved  itself  into  a committee  of 
the  whole,  on  the  bill  to  amend  the  several  acts  laying 
duties  on  imports. 

The  pending  question  being,  on  the  motion  of  Mr. 
P.  P.  Barbour , to  strike  out  from  the  bill  the  proposed 
duty  of  25  cents  per  bushel  on  wheat — 

The  debate  was  resumed,  and  continued  until  after 
4 o’clock  on  that  question,  of  which  Messrs.  Garnett , 
P.  P.  Barbour  and  Webster,  maintained  the  affirmative, 
and  Messrs.  Taylor,  Clay,  Baylies,  Tod,  Wright,  Tracy, 
Mallary,  Marvin,  Ross,  Ingham,  Vance,  of  Ohio,  Bu- 
chanan and  McLane,  of  Delaware,  the  negative.  Mr. 
Hayden,  of  New  York,  also  engaged  in  the  debate, 
stating  a variety  of  facts  on  the  subject. 

Towards  the  close  of  the  debate,  it  became  rather 
warmer  than  was  desirable;  and,  when  the  question 
was  taken,  it  was  decided  in  the  negative,  113  to  71. 

The  committee  then  rose — and  the  house  adjourned. 

The  following  papers  were  Jaid  before  the  house 
yesterday  and  to-day,  viz : 


The  Speaker  laid  before  the  house  a communica- 
tion from  the  president  of  the  United  States,  with  a 
report  of  the  secretary  of  war,  containing  the  infor- 
mation called  for  by  a resolution  of  the  house  of  re- 
presentatives of  the  United  States,  passed  on  the 
fourth  instant,  respecting  any  suit  or  suits  which  have 
been,  or  arc  now,  depending,  in  which  the  United 
States  are  interested  for  the  recovery  of  the  Pea 
Patch;  which  was  read  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  house  a message  from 
the  president  of  the  United  States,  accompanied  by  a 
report  of  the  secretary  of  tlie  navy,  of  the  expendi- 
tures under  the  acts  of  1816  and  1821,  for  the  gradual 
increase  of  the  navy,  the  vessels  built  and  building., 
the  timber  purchased  and  contracted  for,  &c.  which 
was  read  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  Speaker  also  laid  before  the  house  a communi- 
cation from  the  department  of  state,  transmitting  a list 
of  the  clerks  employed  in  his  office  during  the  year 
1823,  and  the  compensation  received  by  each;  which 
was  read  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  Speaker  further  laid  before  the  house  a com- 
munication from  the  post  office  department,  accom- 
panied by  statements  shewing  the  amount  of  postage 
received  at  each  of  the  post  offices  in  the  United  States 
and  territories  thereof,  during  the  year  1822;  which 
was  read  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  house  a report  of  the 
secretary  of  war  on  the  memorial  of  Thomas  Baldwin ; 
which  was  laid  on  the  table. 

Saturday , Feb.  28.  Mr.  Webster,  from  the  judiciary 
committee,  reported  a bill,  “further  to  amend  the  ju- 
dicial system  of  the  United  States.” 

[This  bill  proposes  an  important  change  in  the  or- 
ganization of  the  courts  of  the  United  States,  the  main 
features  of  which  are  as  follow:  The  sessions  of  the 
supreme  court  to  be  held,  hereafter,  on  the  4th  Mon- 
day of  January,  instead  of  February,  in  each  year — 
the  state  of  Kentucky  is  to  be  divided  into  two  dis- 
tricts, to  be  called  the  Eastern  and  Western,  in  which 
courts  are  to  be  held  by  the  same  district  judge — the 
state  of  Ohio  also  to  he  divided  into  two  dictricts  in 
like  manner — the  two  districts  of  Kentucky,  hereafter 
to  constitute  the  seventh  circuit — the  two  districts  of 
Ohio,  and  the  district  of  Indiana,  the  eighth  circuit; 
the  district  of  Illinois  and  the  district  of  Missouri,  the 
ninth  circuit;  the  two  districts  of  Tennessee  and  the 
district  of  Alabama,  the  tenth  circuit;  the  two  dis- 
tricts of  Louisiana  and  the  district  of  Mississippi,  the 
eleventh  circuit — that  a circuit  judge  of  the  United 
States  shall  be  appointed  for  each  district,  to  consti- 
tute, with  the  district  judge  in  each,  a circuit  court, 
&c. — the  compensation  of  the  judges  are  left  blank, 
as  also  are  the  changes  proposed  by  the  bill,  of  the 
compensation  of  some  of  the  existing  district  judges] 

The  bill  was  twice  read  and  committed. 

Mr.  Van  Rensselaer , of  New  York,  from  a select 
committee,  to  whom  was  referred  an  inquiry  into  the 
expediency  of  establishing  a police  for  the  capitol,  &c. 
reported  the  following  joint  resolution: 

Resolved,  &,-c.  That  the  police  regulations  of  the  cor- 
poration of  the  city  of  Washington  be  construed  to  ex- 
tend to  the  public  grounds,  so  far  as  relates  to  the 
preservation  of  the  public  order. 

2.  That  no  spirituous  liquor  be  retailed  any  where 
in  the  capitol,  or  on  the  public  grounds  near  the  same, 
with  or  without  license. 

3.  That  the  doorkeeper  of  the  house  of  representa- 
tives he  charged  with  the  preservation  of  the  floor  and 
walls  of  all  the  apartments  of  the  capitol  not  under  . 
the  care  of  the  sergeant-at-arms  of  the  senate,  under 
the  direction  of  the  speaker  of  the  house  of  represen , 
tatives. 

4.  That  the  marshal  of  the  district  of  Columbia  be 
empowered  and  directed  to  employ  a deputy,  during 
the  session  of  congress,  to  preserve  order  in  the  pas- 
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sages  and  apartments  within  the  capitol,  and  on  the 
public  grounds  surrounding  the  same,  under  such 
rules  and  regulations  as  may  be  prescribed  by  the  pre- 
siding officers  of  the  two  houses  of  congress. 

The  resolution  was  twice  read  and  ordered  to  lie  on 
the  table. 

Mr.  Henry , of  Kentucky,  from  the  committee  on 
roads  and  canals,  to  whom  was  referred  the  message 
of  the  president  of  the  United  States,  transmitting  the 
report  of  the  board  of  engineers,  on  the  navigation  of 
the  Mississippi,  made  a report,  accompanied  by  a bill 
“to  improve  the  navigation  of  the  Ohio  and  Mississip- 
pi rivers.” 

[This  bill  proposes  to  authorize  the  president  to 
cause  dykes  and  sluices  to  be  constructed,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  navigation  at  the  lowest  stage  of  the  water, 
upon  certain  bars  in  the  Ohio  river,  to  remove  plant- 
ers, sawyers  and  snags  from  the  bed  of  the  Missis- 
sippi river,  &c.] 

The  bill  was  twice  read  and  committed. 

The  house  having  again  resolved  itself  into  a com- 
mittee of  the  whole,  Mr.  Condict  in  the  chair,  on  the 
bill  for  a revision  of  the  tariff  of  duties  on  imports — 
Mr.  Fuller  opened  the  discussion,  by  proposing  to 
strike  out  so  much  as  imposes  a duty  of  112  cents  per 
cwt.  on  iron,  in  bars  or  bolts,  not  manufactured  by 
rolling;  and  supported  his  motion  in  a speech  of  con- 
siderable length.  He  was  followed  and  replied  to  by 
Mr.  Buchanan,  who  said  that  the  present  duty  was 
$15  per  ton,  that  it  was  proposed  to  raise  it  to  $22  50 
— and  the  committee  was  to  decide  on  the  policy  of 
the  measure.  He  contended  that  it  was  not  a “pro- 
hibitory duty,”  as  it  had  been  called,  but  one  that 
should  be  fairly  laid  for  every  wise  purpose  of  reve- 
nue or  encouragement,  &c.  Mr.  Mallary  succeeded 
Mr.  B.  on  the  same  side,  in  an  able  speech  of  three 
hours.  The  committee  rose,  on  the  motion  of  Mr. 
Brown,  of  Penn,  and  the  house  adjourned. 

Monday , March  1.  As  soon  as  the  journal  of  Satur- 
day'was  read,  Mr.  A.  Stevenson,  of  Virginia,  rose  and 
addressed  the  house  as  follows: 

Mr.  Speaker:  I rise  to  perform  a painful  and  me- 

lancholy duty.  It  is  to  announce  the  death  of  my 
friend  and  colleague,  William  Lee  Ball,  a representa- 
tive from  the  state  of  Virginia.  On  yesterday  it  pleas- 
ed Almighty  God  to  call  him  from  this  scene  of  suffer- 
ing and  trial  to  the  abode  of  the  blessed!  The  awful 
stillness  and  gloom  which  pervade  this  hall,  pro- 
claim, more  strongly  than  any  effort  of  mine  could  do, 
the  loss  which  we  have  sustained!  In  asking  you  to 
pay  this  last  tribute  to  the  memory  and  virtues  of  my 
deceased  friend,  -what  can  I say  to  add  to  the  strong 
and  deep  sympathy  which  is  so  generally  and  kindly 
manifested  throughout  this  house.  He  wras  known  to 
you  all,  and  by  all  respected,  esteemed  and  beloved. 

I knew  him  well,  for  he  was  the  early  companion  of 
my  youth,  and  the  friend  of  my  manhood.  There  was 
nothing  dazzling  in  his  character,  or  shining  in  action , 
but  his  march  through  life  was  that  of  probity,  honor, 
and  virtue!  He  was  characterized  by  a strong  and 
noble  mind;  by  generous  and  godlike  feelings;  by  a 
kindness  and  simplicity  of  manner,  and  by  a love  and 
indulgence  for  his  fellow-men,  which  won  the  admi- 
ration and  esteem  of  all  who  knew  him.  It  might  with 
truth  be  said  of  him,  that  he  was  without  fear  and  re- 
proach! Such  was  the  man  whose  loss  we  deplore, 
and  whose  spirit  has  fled  forever!  Peace  to  his  ashes! 
and  would  to  God  it  could  have  been  so  willed  that 
they  might  have  mingled  with  those  of  his  fathers! 
I offer  thq  following  resolutions: 

The  house  having  been  informed  of  the  death  of 
William  Lee  Ball,  a representative  from  the  state  of 
Virginia,  and  being  deeply  sensible  of  the  loss  of  a 
man  whose  public  and  private  virtues  endeared  him 
to  all  who  knew  him,  and,  being  desirous  to  render  a 
:u«t  tribute  of  respect  to  his  memory— 


Resolved,  That  a committee  be  appointed  to  take  ol- 
der for  superintending  his  funeral. 

Resolved,  That  the  members  of  this  house  will  tes- 
tify their  respect  for  the  memory  of  Willian  Lee  Ball, 
by  wearing  crape  on  the  left  arm  for  the  remainder  of 
the  session. 

Resolved,  That  the  members  will  attend  the  funeral 
of  the  late  William  Lee  Ball,  to-morrow  morning,  at 
12  o’clock. 

The  resolves  having  been  unanimously  agreed  to — 
The  house  adjourned. 

The  committee  appointed,  pursuant  to  the  above 
resolution,  are  Messrs.  A.  Stevenson,  P.  P.  Barbour , 
Newton,  Mercer,  McCoy,  McKee,  Floyd. 

Tuesday,  March  2.  The  house  did  not  sit  this  day, 
being  engaged  in  attending  the  interment  of  the  re- 
mains of  the  late  Mr.  Ball. 

Wednesday,  March  3.  Mr.  Hamilton,  from  the  com- 
mittee on  military  affairs,  reported  a bill  “to  authorize 
the  president  of  the  United  States  to  cause  to  be  is- 
sued to  Alden  Partridge,  fixed  ammunition,  and  for 
other  purposes;”  which  was  twice  read  and  referred. 

Mr.  Sloane,  from  the  committee  on  elections,  in 
obedience  to  a resolution  of  the  house,  directing  an  in- 
quiry whether  a decision  against  the  claim  of  John 
Bailey  to  a seat  in  this  house,  would  affect  the  validity 
of  the  election  of  any  other  member,  made  a report, 
only  referring  to  the  case  of  Mr.  Forsyth,  and  in  which 
they  requested  to  be  discharged  from  the  further  con- 
sideration of  that  subject;  and  they  were  discharged 
accordingly. 

After  some  minor  business — 

The  house  then  resolved  itself  into  a committee  of 
the  whole  on  the  state  of  the  union,  Mr.  Condict  in  the 
chair,  on  the  bill  “to  amend  the  several  acts  laying 
duties  on  imports;”  and  the  question  still  being  on 
Mr.  Fuller's  motion,  to  strike  out  the  duty  of  §1  12 
cents  per  cwt.  on  bar  iron — the  debate  of  Saturday 
was  resumed. 

Mr.  Brown,  of  Pennsylvania,  opposed  the  motioii  to 
strike  out,  and  advocated  the  duty  in  a speech  abound- 
ing with  the  practical  details  of  the  subject,  stated 
from  his  own  knowledge  and  experience,  as  master 
and  proprietor  of  extensive  iron  works  in  that  state. 

Mr.  Breck,  of  Pennsylvania,  spoke  in  reply;  oppos- 
ing, in  general,  the  principle  of  taxing  the  raw  mate- 
rials actually  employed  in  our  own  manufactures.  He 
illustrated  the  effects  of  such  a system,  not  only  on 
iron,  but  hemp,  and  wool,  and  went  into  extensive 
calculations  in  support  of  his  positions. 

He  was  succeeded  by  Mr.  Steicart,  of  Pennsylvania, 
who  moved  an  amendment  to  the  bill  proposing  an 
additional  tax  on  the  descriptions  of  iron  in  the  item 
under  consideration,  of  25  cents  a year,  for  three  years 
to  come.  He  supported  his  amendment  by  a speech, 
in  which  he  took  a general  view  of  the  state  of  the 
iron  factories,  the  fatal  operation  of  the  tariff  of  1816 
upon  them,  and  the  advantages  arising  from  an  effec- 
tual protection,  towards  which  his  amendment  looked. 

The  question  being  put,  the  amendment  moved  by 
Mr.  Steicart  was  not  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Hamilton  then  moved  that  the  committee  rise, 
which  motion  was  lost — ayes  66,  noes  73. 

The  question  then  recurring,  on  Mr.  Fuller's  motion, 
to  strike  out  the  duty,  it  was  decided  in  the  negative 
— ayes  54,  noes  85. 

When  the  committee  rose,  and,  having  obtained 
leave  to  sit  again — 

The  house  adjourned. 

Thursday,  March  4.  At  an  early  hour  the  house  re- 
solved itself  into  a committee  of  the  whole  on  the  ta- 
riff bill. 

Much  debate  took  place  on  the  details — 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Tod,  chairman  of  the  committee 
on  manufactures,  the  bill  was  amended  by  striking 
out  from  the  list  of  articles  excepted  from  the  opera- 
tion of  the  proviso  in  the  first_section,  the  words  “flan- 
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nels,  baizes,  and  other  unmilled  woollen.”  (The  first 
section  lays  on  all  manufactures  of  wool,  a duty  of  30 
per  cent,  ad  valorem  until  1st  June,  1825,  and  33^  af- 
terwards, with  a proviso,  from  and  after  30  June,  1824, 
all  woollen  cloths,  (excepting  carpets  and  Carpeting, 
blankets,  flannels,  baizes,  and  other  unmilled  woollen , or 
worsted  or  stuff  goods),  the  original  cost  of  which,  at 
the  place  whence  imported,  with  the  addition  of  10 
per  cent,  shall  be  less  than  [80]cents  per  square  yard, 
shall,  with  such  addition,  be  deemed  and  taken  to 
have  cost  that  sum,  and  shall  be  charged  with  duty 
accordingly.) 

On  motion  of  the  same,  the  following  items  were 
also  stricken  out: 

“On  scythes  25  cents  each. 

“On  gridirons  and  griddles,  20  cents  each.” 

“On  frying  pans,  25  cents  each,”  and  insert,  in  lieu 
thereof,  “4  cents  per  lb.” 

To  the  article  laying  a duty  of  25  cents  per  gallon 
on  linseed  and  hempseed  oil,  was  added  the  words 
“rapeseed”  (oil.) 

The  word  eighty,  in  the  first  proviso  of  the  first 
section,  above  quoted,  was  altered  to  40;  so  as  to 
make  the  minimum  price  of  woollen  goods  on  which 
the  duty  is  to  be  charged  40  cents  per  square  yard. 

The  second  proviso,  in  the  same  section,  is  stricken 
out.  It  was  in  the  following  words: 

That  all  flannels  and  baizes,  and  all  other  unmilled 
woollen  cloths,  or  cloths  of  which  wool  shall  be  a 
component  material,  excepting  carpets  and  carpeting, 
and  blankets,  the  original  cost  of  which,  at  the  place 
whence  imported,  with  the  addition  of  ten  per  cent, 
shall  be  less  than  forty  cents  per  square  yard,  shall, 
with  such  addition,  be  taken  and  deemed  to  have  cost 
forty  cents  per  square  yard,  and  shall  be  charged  with 
duty  accordingly. 

The  third  section  was  so  altered  as  to  read  as  fol- 
lows: 

On  wool,  unmanufactured,  a duty  of  20  per  cent,  ad 
valorem,  until  1st  June,  1825;  afterwards,  a duty  of 
25  per  centum  ad  valorem,  until  1st  June,  1826;  after- 
wards, a duty  of  30  per  centum  ad  valorem,  until  1st 
June,  1827;  afterwards,  a duty  of  35  per  centum  ad 
valorem,  until  1st  June,  1828;  afterwards,  a duty  of  40 
per  centum  ad  valorem,  until  1st  June,  1829;  and  af- 
terwards, a duty  of  45  per  centum  ad  valorem,  until 
1st  of  June  1830;  and  after  that  time,  a duty  of  50  per 
centum  ad  valorem:  Provided,  That  all  wool,  the  ac- 
tual value  of  which,  at  the  place  whence  import- 
ed shall  not  exceed  10  cents  per  pound,  shall  be 
charged  with  a duty  of  15  per  cent,  ad  valorem,  and 
no  more. 

This  section  was  further  amended,  by  inserting,  af- 
ter the  words  u'ool  unmanufactured,  the  words  “the  ori- 
ginal cost  of  which,  at  the  place  whence  imported, 
shall  not  exceed  ten  cents.” 

A message  was  received  from  the  president  of  the 
United  States,  by  Mr.  Everett,  his  secretary,  trans- 
mitting, in  compliance  with  a resolution  of  the  house 
of  representatives,  of  1st  March,  1823,  information 
of  the  number  and  position  of  the  permanent  fortifica- 
tions of  the  United  States. 

iCF’It  is  with  sincere  regret,  that  we  are  compel- 
led to  omit  the  sketches  of  the  debate  on  the  tariff, 
that  appear  in  the  “National  Intelligencer,”  (though 
it  is  designed  that  some  of  the  principal  speeches 
shall  be  inserted  hereafter),  for  two  or  three  days 
proceedings  would  nearly  fill  the  whole  sheet.  There 
has  been  considerable  warmth,  and  much  “close  cut- 
ting,” as  the  familiar  phrase  has  it.  The  following  brief 
notices,  however,  may  serve  to  shew  how  the  tariff 
is  supported  and  opposed. 

On  Friday,  the  27th  Feb.  Mr.  Garnet , of  Virginia, 
made  a speech  of  considerable  length,  in  which  he 
reviewed  the  proposed  tariff  as  a tax  upon  the  agri- 
cultural interest  of  the  nation,  proceeding  as  fol- 
lows: 


“Great  complaints  were  made  of  the  loss  of  an  Eu- 
ropean market  for  our  produce.  The  true  and  only 
remedy  for  this,  Mr.  G.  argued,  was,  to  reduce  the 
rates  of  our  duties,  and  take  the  foreign  manufactures 
— then  they  will  take  our  products  in  return.  This 
was  the  proper  mode  of  encouraging  the  agriculture 
of  the  country.  The  proposed  tariff,  on  the  contrary, 
was  calculated  to  produce  ruin  to  a part  of  the  union; 
and  he  denied  the  right  of  congress  to  injure  and  ruin 
any  one  part  of  the  union,  even  were  it  for  the  good 
of  the  whole.  The  constitution,  he  said,  required 
that  taxes  should  be  equal.  The  south  had  always 
been  the  victim  of  the  policy  of  the  general  govern- 
ment. Whatever  system  was  adopted,  they  had  to 
bear  the  chief  burthen  of  it.  It  put  him  in  mind,  he 
said,  of  an  account  he  had  read  of  some  prince  ia 
Africa,  who,  whenever  funds  were  wanting  for  his 
exchequer,  used  to  go  abroad  with  a sort  of  bonnet 
on,  and  whichever  way  the  v/ind  happened  to  blow 
the  bonnet,  that  district  of  his  empire  furnished  the 
ways  and  means.  By  some  accident  or  other,  the  bon- 
net of  the  general  government  always  took  a direction 
towards  the  south.  That  part  of  the  country,  further, 
had  been  threatened  by  two  great  tornadoes,  one  from 
the  east,  the  other  from  the  west — the  tariff  and  inter- 
nal improvements.  This,  it  might  have  been  hoped, 
would  have  kept  the  bonnet  in  equilibrio — but,  unfor- 
tunately, up  sprang  a wind  to  the  north,  and  away 
went  the  bonnet  once  more,  in  its  old  direction,  &c. 
The  south,  said  he,  is  like  a sheep  that  had  been  shorn 
and  shorn,  till  there  is  not  a lock  of  wool  left  on 
his  back,  and  then  he  is  put  in  the  pound.  The  south 
he  further  said,  was  notunlike  an  old  dray  horse,  that 
kicks  uuthiS  heels  a few  times,  and  thinks  himself  at 
liberty,  but  a few  cracks  of  the  whip  had  hitherto 
brought  him  into  order — perhaps  this  might  not  al- 
ways be  so.  Mr.  G.  concluded  his  sarcastic  speech, 
by  observing,  that  he  had  heard  it  remarked  several 
times,  during  the  present  session,  that  this  was  the 
wisest  congress  that  had  sat  for  a longtime;  but,  for 
his  part,  if  this  bill  should  pass,  he  for  one,  should 
consider  this  one  of  the  cases  of  frequent  occurrence, 
in  which  the  acts  of  a public  body  are  mischievous  in 
proportion  to  the  ability  of  those  who  pass  them. 

Mr.  Taylor , of  New  York,  then  rose,  and  said,  that, 
from  the  observations  of  gentlemen  since  the  pre- 
sent debate  commenced,  a stranger  might  be  led  to 
conclude  that  some  desperate  plot  was  carrying  on 
against  the  agriculture  of  this  country,  and  some 
new  principle  started,  in  the  legislative*  course  pur- 
sued respecting  it.  But  nothing  was  further  from  the 
fact.  In  the  tariff  of  1816,  while  articles  for  the  use 
of  the  U.  States,  articles  calculated  for  the  improve- 
ment of  manufactures,  and  such  as  were  intended  to 
improve  the  mode  of  agriculture,  Avere  admitted  duty 
free,  lvheat  was  charged  with  a duty  of  15  per  cent, 
ad  valorem.  At  an  average  price  of  $1  50  per  bushel, 
this  15  per  cent,  amounts  to  22\  cents  per  bushel— - 
ivithin  2^  cents  of  that  noAvproposed.  This  2-|  cents 
Avas  added  to  the  former  duty,  because  that  duty  had 
not  been  found  sufficient  to  prevent  considerable  im- 
portations of  Avheat  from  the  Black  Sea  but  chiefly 
from  Upper  Canada.  The  principle  on  Avhich  the 
duty  Avas  laid,  avus  to  secure  to  the  American  agri- 
culturalist the  Avhole  of  the  American  market.  At 
its  former  amount  it  failed  to  do  this,  and,  therefore, 
it  had  been  raised  to  the  present  amount  of  25  cents. 

The  gentleman  from  Virginia,  had  not  only  repre- 
sented the  tariff  as  one  great  evi),  but  internal  im- 
provements as  another.  Now,  how  the  gentlemen, 
many  of  Avhom  were  decided  friends  to  the  bill  for 
internal  improvements,  could  be  enemies  tp  this  item, 
he  did  not  understand.  The  object  of  the  internal 
improvement  bill,  as  it  respected  the  agricultural  in- 
terest, was  to  facilitate  the  access  of  the  farmer’s 
produce,  to  a market.  The  object  cf  this  provision 
is  to  secure  him  a market  at  his  ojvn  door.  Merc  Mr. 
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T.  stated  the  effect  produced  by  the  great  canal  of 
New  York,  in  raising  the  comparative  value  of  agri- 
cultural articles  raised  at  a distance  from  market — 
a bushel  of  Avheat,  at  Rochester,  was  not  worth  more 
than  a bushel  of  oats,  within  thirty  miles  of  Albany; 
but  the  canal  abolished  this  difference  entirely;  of 
erackers,  made  at  Auburn,  seven  were  now  sold  in 
New  York  for  one  cent.  He  hoped  the  article  would 
either  be  suffered  to  stand,  or  that  the  gentleman 
from  Virginia  would  move  an  amendment  making 
wheat  duty-free  altogether. 

[Mr.  Clay  severely  reproved  the  idea,  of  the  friends 
of  the  tariff  being  the  enemies  of  agriculture — se- 
venteen of  the  states  were  in  favor  of  the  bill;  New 
York  and  Pennsylvania,  the  great  agricultural  states, 
were  so  en  masse,  and  there  were  “conspirators  against 
agriculture  even  in  Virginia.” 

Mr.  P.  P.  Barbour,  (in  reply  to  Mr.  Tod,  who  had 
spoken  of  the  tobacco  exported,  valued  at  six  mil- 
lions, more  than  twice  the  value  of  all  the  wheat  and 
flour  sent  abroad) — said — 

Sir,  said  Mr.  B.  it  happens  that  my  native  state  is 
richer  in  almost  every  thing  than  in  money.  The 
great  embarrassment  under  which  she  labors,  is  the 
want  of  capital,  from  whence  it  happens  that  many 
of  the  merchants  of  Virginia  are  mere  factors  for  the 
merchants  of  New  York.  The  tobacco,  which  swells 
the  nominal  amount  of  the  exports  of  Virginia,  be- 
longs, in  fact,  to  the  exports  of  North  Carolina — be- 
cause that  state,  as  was  very  truly  and  very  handsome- 
ly said  the  other  day,  is  “iron  bound,”  as  respects 
her  coast.  I hlso  am  without  book,  yet  I think  I can 
come  nearer,  within  two  or  three  millions,  at  least, 
than  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  did.  The 
finest  tobacco  raised  in  Virginia,  (I  speak  of  that 
grown  on  the  South  Mountain,  where,  it  is  said,  the 
soil  is  peculiarly  adapted  to  the  culture  of  that  plant), 
may  bring  $10,  and  possibly  $12,  per  cwt.  other  sam- 
ples sell  at  two  to  three.  The  fair  average  is  about 
$5  the  hundred,  which  is  about  five  cents  a pound. 
This,  according  to  the  gentleman’s  first  statement, 
would  require  Virginia  to  produce  one  hundred  and 
twenty  millions  of  pounds  of  tobacco  annually.  But 
whatever  it  amounts  to,  I have  not  introduced  any  pro- 
position respecting  it,  and  simply  for  this  reason — I 
wish  to  pursue  the  subject  before  us,  in  other  words, 
to  stick  to  the  text.  Now,  tobacco  has  nothing  to  do 
with  our  present  discussion.  Besides,  the  chief  part 
of  the  tobacco  raised  in  Virginia,  is  raised  south  of 
James  River — and  I reside  north  of  that  river — in  my 
district  the  great  staple  is  wheat;  and,  in  whatever 
effects  that  article,  my  constituents  are  immediately 
concerned.  I rose  with  the  purpose  of  sheAving  that 
the  proposed  duty  is  inefficient  as  an  encouragement 
to  agriculture,  and  gives  to  it  the  form  of  protection 
without  the  reality. 

Several  other  gentlemen  having  spoken — 

Mr.  Webster,  of  Massachusetts,  said,  that  it  was 
necessary,  on  this  subject,  to  legislate  with  great  de- 
liberation, and  examine  the  probable  effect  of  mea- 
sures proposed  for  adoption.  Imported  wheat  now 
pays  15  per  cent,  ad  valorem.  New  York  exports 
great  quantities  of  the  article;  to  facilitate  its  trans- 
portation, she  has,  at  vast  expense,  constructed  a 
great  canal.  The  inhabitants  of  Canada,  finding  this 
the  most  direct  route  to  the  ocean,  come  the  same 
way.  To  meet  the  expense  of  that  great  public  work, 
a large  amount  of  tolls  is  required.  The  Canadians 
are  glad  to  pay  these,  in  addition  to  the  15  per  cent, 
duty.  Now,  he  should  certainly  conceive,  that  a tran- 
sit trade  of  this  description,  would  be  highly  benefi- 
cial to  the  state  of  New  York,  while  the  duty  paid 
upon  it  would,  at  the  same  time,  aid  the  treasury  of 
the  United  States.  The  wheat  is  brought  into  the 
state,  not  for  consumption,  but  for  exportation.  The 
consumption  is  in  a foreign  market.  The  New  York 
wheat-growers  would  not  have  that  market,  by  deny- 


ing their  canal  to  the  Canadian  wheat-grower.  The 
Canadian  wheat  would  still  reach  the  same  market  ’ 
by  way  of  the  St.  Lawrence,  at,  perhaps,  a small  ad- 
dition of  expense  on  the  transportation.  By  admit- 
ting it,  the  state  of  New  York  not  only  gains  the  toll 
and  storage,  but  the  manufacturing  of  it  into  flour, 
and  the  shipping  of  it  to  a foreign  market.  The  Uni- 
ted States’  treasury,  the  state  treasury,  and  the  manu- 
facturing and  commercial  interests  were  all  gainers 
by  its  transit. 

Mr.  Ingham , of  Pennsylvania,  said,  that  the  argu- 
ment of  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  had  put 
the  question  on  a new  ground.  The  question  now 
presented  to  us,  -was,  whether  the  United  States  will 
promote  the  cultivation  of  its  own  territory,  or  of  the 
territory  of  Upper  Canada?  He  proposes  to  admit 
the  citizens  of  Canada  to  an  equal  participation  with 
ourselves,  in  all  our  facilities  for  trade,  while  our  ci- 
tizens are  kept  out  of  Canada,  by  laws  that  meet  and 
prohibit  them  at  every  step.  The  natural  advantages 
of  the  two  banks  of  the  St.  Lawrence  are  nearly  the 
same;  the  inducement  for  settlement  on  the  one  in 
preference  to  the  other,  will  depend  chiefly  on  the 
regulations  of  the  respective  governments;  and,  im- 
portant as  are  the  interests  of  manufactures,  the  im- 
provement of  our  land  is  still  more  important. 

The  honorable  gentleman  from  Virgina  disregards 
this  duty,  and  is  willing  at  once  to  give  it  up.  If  there 
were  no  existing  duty,  this  might  seem  very  magnani- 
mous; but  what  does  the  gentleman  give  up?  A duty 
of  2-|  cents,  in  addition  to  22-|  already  laid.  This  is 
all  that  he  would  give  up,  supposing  ever  so  much 
wheat  to  be  imported;  but  he  tells  us,  there  is  none 
imported,  or  next  to  none;  he,  therefore,  gives  up 
nothing,  or  next  to  nothing.  The  gentleman  refuses 
a proposal  to  take  off  the  duty  on  tobacco,  because 
other  states,  besides  Virginia,  are  interested  in  rais- 
ing it:  but,  are  not  other  states  concerned  in  rais- 
ing wheat  too?  Virginia  has  not  the  exclusive  do- 
minion over  the  growing  of  wheat;  and,  could  she 
look  beyond  her  own  boundary  for  any  thing  else 
than  political  power,  she  might  have  discovered  that 
her  neighbors  have  some  interest  in  such  a duty,  if  she 
has  none.  The  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  speaks 
of  transit  tolls,  and  of  mercantile  commissions;,  but 
these  are  trifling  compensations  for  facilitating  to  our 
own  market  abroad,  the  access  of  our  agricultural 
rivals.  Will  you,  by  facilities  like  these,  encourage 
the  settlement  of  the  territories  of  a,  (hostile  I musr. 
not  say,  but  of,  at  least),  foreign  power. 

Messrs.  Vance,  Buchanan,  and  JIcLane  having  made 
some  remarks — 

Here  Mr.  P.  P.  Barbour  rose,  and  apologized  for 
again  occupying  the  committee,  contrary  to  "his  usual 
habit  of  never  rising  twice  to  speak  to  the  same  gene- 
ral subject  on  the  same  day.  But  he  felt  himself  con- 
strained to  make  some  reply  to  a remark  that  had 
fallen  from  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania.  He 
said  something  about  my  claiming  for  Virginia  arf  ex- 
clusive dominion  over  the  growing  of  wheat.  I never 
advanced  any  such  claim.  I said,  that  wheat  was  a 
great  staple  in  that  part  of  the  state  from  which  I 
came1 — and  I said  no  more.  But  the  gentleman  far- 
ther said,  if  I rightly  heard  and  understood  him,  that 
if  Virginia  ever  looked  beyond  her  own  confines  fer  any 
thing  but  political  power,  she  might  have  seen  that  her 
neighbors  were  interested  in  this  duty. 

[Mr.  Ingham  observed,  that  he  had  not  used  the 
word  “ever,”  but  had  said,  “if  she  could  look  beyond 
her  own  boundary,”  &c.  But  the  gentleman  might, 
if  he  chose,  take  "the  word  ever,  and  make  the  best 
of  it.] 

Mr.  Barbour  resumed.  I should  not  rise  here  to  be 
the  eulogist  of  Virginia;  but,  as  a Virginian,  born  and 
nurtured  within  the  bounds  of  that  state,  I should 
be  lacking  in  a duty,  which  is  even  prior  to  the  duty 
I owe  to  this  house,'  did  I not  vindicate  her  character. 
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from  such  an  aspersion  as  that  cast  upon  it  by  the  gen- 
tleman from  Pennsylvania.  What  is  there  in  the 
conduct  of  Virginia  to  merit  such  a reflection?  If  she 
has  enjoyed,  at  any  time,  in  this  confederacy,  more 
power  than  has  been  enjoyed  by  other  states,  whence 
was  that  power  derived?  Whence  did  she  obtain  it? 
From  the  free  consent  of  the  people  of  this  union,  as 
expressed  on  this  floor,  and  elsewhere;  in  part,  from 
the  consent  of  Pennsylvania  herself.  Did  she  possess 
more  power  than  was  justly  due  to  her?  He  would 
appeal  to  all  who  heard  him,  whether  these  United 
States  were  not  indebted  to  Virginia  for  many  and 
signal  benefits?  It  was  Virginia  that  laid  the  very 
foundation  of  the  federal  government;  and,  ever 
since  its  formation,  that  share  of  political  power, 
which  her  sister  states  have  granted  to  her,  has  been 
exercised  for  the  benefit  and  prosperity  of  the  whole 
confederacy.  Of  this,  there  has  been  the  most  dis- 
tinct and  universal  acknowledgment.  Look,  said  Mr. 
B.  at  her  moneyed  sacrifices  to  the  interest  of  this 
government.  Virginia  led  the  way  in  the  voluntary 
surrender  of  her  immense  territory — a territory 
which  has  since  furnished  to  this  confederacy  three 
entire  states,  that  are  now  rising  monthly,  weekly, 
aye  hourly,  in  dignity,  in  importance  and  power. 
He  did  think  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  might 
have  spared  the  reflection.  We  live  in  a country 
where  all  are  free.  The  way  to  power  is  alike  open 
to  all.  It  cannot  be  obtained  or  held  but  by  the  vo- 
luntary assent  of  a majority  of  citizens.  If  Virginia 
gave  to  the  confederacy  great  men  in  the  field  and  in 
the  cabinet,  was  this  to  be  made  a reproach?  If  her 
citizens  had  attained  to  an  exalted  station,  who  plac- 
ed them  there  ? and  was  it  not  acknowledged  that  they 
had  filled  that  station  with  an  honest  and  a success- 
ful endeavor  to  promote  the  public  good?  and  if  she 
had  poured  millions  into  the  treasury  of  the  general 
government,  from  the  sale  of  lands  that  once  were 
hers,  should  this  be  imputed  to  her  as  a fault?  If 
such  things  as  these  were  grounds  of  reproach,  then 
was  Virginia  indeed  to  blame. 

Mr-  Ingham  rose  in  reply.  He  said,  that  the  pass- 
ing remark  he  had  made,  was  one  which  grew  out  of 
the  gentleman’s  own  course  of  debate.  When  the 
gentleman  said,  that  Virginia  had  no  interest  in,  or 
wish  for,  the  protecting  duty  proposed  in  the  bill,  he 
seemed  to  think  he  had  stated  a sufficient  reason  why 
it  should  be  stricken  out  at  once.  But,  in  such  cir- 
cumstances, Mr.  I.  said,  he  could  not  but  advert  to 
another  bill  that  had  lately  been  before  this  house,  the 
bill  for  interna]  improvements,  against  which  Virginia 
had  set  herself  in  array,  with  all  the  immense  powers 
of  her  line.  He  was  not  now  inclined  to  controvert 
the  statement  the  gentleman  had  made  as  to  the  lofty 
claims  and  merits  of  Virginia.  He  did  not  think  it 
properly  belonged  to  the  present  debate,  though  if 
that  subject  came  fairly  up  for  discussion,  he  believ- 
ed it  would  be  found  there  were  two  sides  to  that  ques- 
tion. In  stating  the  political  course  of  Virginia,  in  es- 
tablishing the  interests  of  this  confederacy,  the  gen- 
tleman might  have  remembered  that,  in  the  whole  of 
that  course,  she  was  essentially  aided  by  her  old 
friend,  Pennsylvania;  but  noAV  she  had  increased  in 
power  and  importance,  till  she  seemed  to  think  she 
might  set  up  for  herself,  throw  off  her  old  friend 
and  coadjutor,  and  say  to  Pennsylvania,  “we  don’t 
want  you.”  Pennsylvania,  the  moment  she  could  be 
relieved  from  that  struggle  in  which  she  had  so  es- 
sentially supported  Virginia  for  the  general  good, 
turned  her  anxieties  to  her  individual  interests,  and, 
as  a darling  object,  took  up  the  plan  of  internal  im- 
provements, of  the  domestic  policy  of  the  country. 
But  no  sooner  did  she  appeal-  with  it  on  this  floor, 
than  she  was  met  by  her  old  companion  and  friend 
with  reproach,  with  ridicule,  and,  he  would  add, 
with  contumely.  Who  was  there  but  would  say  with 
-him  that  Virginia  had  looked  over  this  nation  with  a 


view  to  power?  The  gentleman  says  she  merited  it. 
It  may  be  so.  I shall  say  nothing  to  her  disparage- 
ment. I shall  not  dispute  that  she  has  given  many 
great  men  to  the  republic,  and  I approve  her  general 
political  course.  But  it  might  be  said,  it  had  been 
said,  though  he  should  not  say  it,  that  she  had  pursued 
that  course  with  a selfish  view  to  her  own  ascendancy. 
[Here  the  chairman  called  Mr.  Ingham  to  order.] 

Mr.  Clay  regretted,  exceedingly,  the  course  the  de- 
bate had  taken.  It  was  certainly  altogether  unneces- 
sary. The  great  merits  of  Virginia  and  Pennsylvania 
i Avere  known  to  all,  and  need  not  be  repeated  on  this 
floor.  Why  should  gentlemen  indulge  in  such  a 
course  of  reflection?  It  had  no  connection  with  the 
subject  before  the  house,  and  he  hoped  it  Avas  now 
over. 

Mr.  Archer  rose,  not  to  offer  an  argument,  but  only 
for  the  purpose  of  making  an  inquiry. 

The  Chairman  having  pronounced  this  to  be  in 
order, 

Mr.  Archer  said,  he  Avished  to  inquire  Avhether  he 
had  heard  the  gentlemen  rightly,  Avhen  he  said  “he 
did  not  mean  to  say  any  thing  to  the  disparagement  of 
Virginia?” 

Mr.  Ingham  replied,  that  he  could  scarcely  con- 
ceive a motive  for  such  an  inquiry.  He  had  certainly 
expressed  himself  very  distinctly.  He  had  said  that 
he  was  not  disposed  to  dispute  the  claims  of  Virginia, 
or  to  say  any  thing  to  her  disparagement.* 

*TO  THE  EDITORS  OF  THE  NATIONAL  INTELLIGENCER. 

Messrs.  Gales  Seaton:  I perceive  by  the  abridged 
report  of  the  debate,  on  Friday  last,  that  I am  made 
to  say  some  things  which  it  is  impossible  I could  have 
intended  to  say,  and  Avhich,  from  my  own  recollec- 
tion, as  Avell  as  that  of  many  others,  I am  confident  I 
did  not  say. 

The  reported  statement  of  an  explanatory  remark 
read  as  folloAvs:  “Mr.  Ingham  obser\'ed,  that  he  had 
“ not  used  the  Avord  ‘euer,’but  had  said  if  she  (Virgi- 
“ nia)  could  look  beyond  her  own  boundaries,  &c.  but 
“ the  gentleman  might,  if  he  chose,  take  the  word 
“ ever,  and  make  the  most  of  it.”  A correct  report  of 
that  remark  Avould  read  thus:  “Mr.  I.  observed  that 
he  had  not  used  the  word  ever , but  had  said,  ‘if  Vir- 
ginia could  look,  (not  had  ever  looked),  beyond  her 
own  boundaries  for  any  thing  but  political  power, 
she  would  have  seen,’  &c.  Such  was  the  expression , 
and  the  gentleman  might  make  the  most  of  if.” 

I forbear,  at  present,  from  making  any  other  com- 
plaint of  the  injustice  done  me  in  the  reported  debate, 
than  the  following,  in  which  the  whole  language  as 
Avell  as  meaning  of  my  expression  are  perverted.  I 
am  made  to  say,  that  “I  was  not  disposed  to  dispute  the 
“ claims  of  Virginia,  nor  to  say  any  thing  to  her  dis- 
“ paragement.”  My  answer  to  Mr.  Archer’s  inquiry, 
Avhich,  from  his  manner,  as  well  as  the  matter,  ap- 
peared to  be  altogether  courteous  and  respectful,  and, 
therefore,  entitled  to  a reply  of  a similar  character, 
was,  that  “I  had  not  imputed  to  Virginia  a dishonora- 
ble ambition,  or  dishonorable  motives  in  her  ambi- 
tion.” 

It  is  impossible  that  I could  have  said  any  thing 
which  would  have  conveyed  the  idea  that  I was  not 
disposed  to  dispute  the  present  claims  of  Virginia,  to 
exercise  the  power  over  this  union  which  some  of  her 
leading  men  were  grasping  at.  Such  an  admission 
would  have  been  conceding  every  thing  which  my  first 
remark  implied ; and  I have  too  much  respect  for  the 
interests  and  feelings  of  Pennsylvania,  in  relation  to 
this  subject,  ever  to  have  intended  to  make  such  a 
concession.  But,  lest  there  may  be  any  person  dis- 
posed either  to  misrepresent  or  misinterpret  my 
expression  on  that  point,  as  has  been  done  in  the  re- 
ported debate,  I take  this  occasion  to  disclaim  any 
other  meaning  than  is  to  be  inferred  from  the 
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Ninian  Edwards,  of  Illinois,  has  been  appointed,  by 
the  president  of  the  United  States,  with  the  advice 
and  consent  of  the  senate,  to  be  minister  from  the 
United  States  to  Mexico. 

This  appointment  will  create  a vacancy  in  the 
senate  of  the  United  States,  from  the  state  of  Illinois. 

The  U.  S.  ship  Cyane,  capt.  Creighton,  sailed  on  the 
24th  ult.  from  New  York  for  Havre,  having  on  board 
Mr.  Brown,  our  new  minister  at  Paris.  The  Cyane 
will  relieve  the  Constitution  in  the  Mediterranean. 

Thompson's  Island,  at  the  last  account,  continued  in 
an  unhealthy  state.  Of  eighty  individuals  on  the  is- 
land, fifty  were  sick  with  ague  and  fever.  No  deaths 
are  noticed. 

The  small-pox  still  prevails,  to  an  alarming  degree, 
in  the  cities  of  New  York  and  Philadelphia.  Balti- 
more yet  escapes  the  terrible  disorder. 

Flour  was  selling  for  fifty  dollars  per  bbl.  at  Buenos 
Ayres  on  the  15th  f Nov.  last;  but,  in  a few  days,  it 
fell  to  twenty,  in  consequence  of  the  arrival  of  Ame- 
rican vessels. 

Died,  at  Washington  city,  on  the  27th  ultimo,  Col. 
Constant  Freeman,  fourth  auditor  of  the  treasury,  in 
the  67th  year  of  his  age.  He  was  an  officer  in  the 
revolutionary  army,  and  continued  in  the  military 
service  of  the  United  States  until  the  termination  of 
the  late  war  with  Great  Britain,  when  he  was  trans- 
ferred to  the  respectable  office  which  he  filled  to  the 
day  of  his  death. 

, also,  at  Washington,  city,  William  Lee  Ball, 

esq.  a member  of  the  house  of  representatives  from 
the  state  of  Virginia,  aged  about  forty-five  years.  See 
congressional  proceedings. 

, at  Baltimore,  on  the  16th  ult.  Elisha  Tyson, 

who  had  reached  the  age  of  three  score  and  fourteen. 
He  was  the  great  champion  of  the  rights  of  the  sable 
sons  of  Africa;  and  it  is  thought  that  not  less  than 
3,000  persons  of  color  attended  his  remains  to  the 
grave. 

Attempt  to  rob  the  mail — Extract  of  a letter  from  the 
uostmaster  at  Milledgeville,  Georgia,  to  the  postmaster 
general,  dated  Feb.  18,  1824. 

“An  attack  was  made  on  the  stage  driver,  four  miles 
west  of  Powelton,  about  2 o’clock,  A.  M.  on  Tuesday 
last,  by  three  persons,  evidently  with  an  intention  to 
rob  the  mail.  One  of  them  fired  at  the  driver  from 
the  side  of  the  road,  and,  at  the  same  moment,  the 
other  two  attempted  to  stop  the  horses.  The  ball 
passed  immediately  before  his  breast,  and  made  seve- 
ral holes  through  his  clothes,  but  did  him  no  injury. 
The  discharge  of  the  gun  caused  the  horses  to  dash  off 

correction  here  made — which,  I expect  you  will  do 
me  the  justice  to  publish  in  your  paper. 

Yours,  &c.  S.  D.  Ingham. 

Washington,  March  1,  1824. 

[If  any  further  evidence  were  desired  of  the  diffi- 
culty and  delicacy  of  the  task  of  reporting  debates  in 
congress,  the  above  letter  would  afford  an  instructive 
monition  on  that  head.  The  debate  to  which  the  wri- 
ter refers  was  reported  by  Mr.  Stansbury,  whose 
fidelity  and  general  accuracy  as  a reporter  are  uni- 
versally acknowledged:  but,  with  these  qualifications, 
added  to  others  which  he  is  known  to  possess,  it  is 
yet  not  expected  of  him  to  describe,  by  his  reports 
the  looks,  gestures,  &.c.  of  the  speakers — or,  in  short, 
any  thing  of  the  “manner,”  which  is  not  disclosed  by 
the  “matter”  of  a debate.  So  far  from  attempting  to 
describe  the  manner  of  gentlemn  in  debate,  so  invidi- 
ous a task  is  carefully  avoided.  For  the  rest,  the 
meaning  of  Mr.  Ingham  having  been  misunderstood, 
it  gives  us  pleasure  to  afford  him  the  opportunity  of 
stating  it  on  his  own  responsibility. — Editors  of  the 
National  in  telligen  cer.~\ 


with  great  rapidity  over  the  obstructions  which  had 
been  placed  in  the  road,  and  the  two  persons  who  at- 
tempted it  were  unable  to  stop  them.  I have  offered 
a suitable  reward,  and  will  use  every  exertion  to  have 
them  detected.” 

Counterfeiting.  The  person,  named  William  Crum- 
ble, who  lately  attempted  to  pass  a forged  note  of  the 
bank  of  the  United  States,  for  $500,  in  Baltimore,  has 
been  tried  before  the  city  court,  found  guilty  and  sent 
to  the  penitentiary  for  ten  years. 

At  the  present  sitting  of  the  same  court,  several 
persons  have  been  sentenced  to  long  imprisonments 
for  burglary,  swindling,  &c.— three  for  ten  years. 
The  speculators  have  lately  made  out  very  badly  in 
their  visits  to  Baltimore. 

African  colonization.  On  the  20th  ult.  the  seventh 
annual  meeting  of  the  American  colonization  societv 
was  held  at  Washington.  Bushrod  Washington,  esq*, 
was  in  the  chair.  Resolutions  were  passed,  that  the 
territory  and  settlement  of  the  society  near  cape 
Mesurado,  on  the  south-west  cost  of  Africa,  should  be 
called  Liberia,  and  the  town  laid  out  there  should  be 
named  Monrovia,  “as  an  acknwledgement  of  the  im- 
portant benefits  conferred  on  the  settlement  by  the 
present  illustrious  chief  magistrate  of  the  United 
States.”  The  meeting  also  recommended  the  estab- 
lishment of  an  auxiliary  society  in  the  principal  city 
of  each  state  in  the  union,  and  subordinate  societies 
in  each  county  or  town  in  the  different  states. 

Neio-  York.  It  is  stated  that  every  vessel  which  is 
sea-worthy,  is  employed  at  New-York;  and  that,  in 
the  debtor’s  prison,  only  four  persons  are  confined, 
the  amount  of  whose  debts  is  $214.  This  shews  an 
extraordinary  degree  of  prosperity. 

In  the  savings  bank,  at  New-York,  the  sum  of 
$432, 0S7  was  deposited  by  6,650  depositors,  of  which 
number  1 ,S32  were  new  accounts,  during  the  entire, 
period  of  the  year  1823;  of  the  sum  above  given, 
$251,471  were  withdrawn  in  the  year,  and  213  ac- 
counts Avere  closed. 

Philadelphia — 1 1 5 persons  died  in  Philadelphia  last 
Aveek;  16  of  consumption,  20  by  typhus  fever,  and  12 
by  the  small  pox. 

Virginia.  On  the  21st  ultimo  a bill  passed  the 
house  of  delegates  of  Virginia,  by  a vote  of  103  to  70, 
for  authorizing  a loan  of  four  hundred  thousand  dol- 
lars, to  carry  on  the  Avorks  of  James  and  Kenhawa  ri- 
vers. 

House  moving.  A Mr.  BroAvn,  of  New  York,  ad- 
vertises in  the  papers  of  that  city,  that  he  is  ready  to 
engage  in  remoA'ing  houses  of  brick,  AAood  and  stone, 
Avithout  any  injury  to  them,  and  even  without  the  ne- 
cessity of  removing  any  article  of  furniture  from 
them. 

Curious  verdict.  A petty  jury  in  Louisiana,  lately 
sentenced  a man  to  pay  a fine  of  $1000  for  killing  one 
of  his  slaves.  The  judge  informed  them  that  their 
business  was  to  decide  on  the  guilt  or  innocence  of 
the  prisoner  and  not  to  interfere  with  the  punish- 
ment AA’hich  was  fixed  by  the  laAv.  Nothing,  however, 
Avould  induce  them  to  alter  their  verdict. 

Marriage.  A verdict  for  $3000  Avas  lately  found 
against  a person  at  CooperstoAvn,  New  York,  for  a 
breach  of  a promise  of  marriage:  but,  at  another  trial, 
a lady  had  a verdict  in  her  favor  of  six  cents. 

Prison  limits.  The  legislature  of  Mississippi  has 
passed  a law,  declaring  the  limits  of  each  county  to 
be  the  prison  bounds,  and  prohibiting  the  imprison- 
ment of  any  white  Avoman  for  debt. 

Diseases  of  the  eye.  Within  the  last  year,  728  poor 
persons  have  been  successfully  treated,  for  various 
diseases  of  the  eye,  at  the  NeAv-York  Eye  Infmnary; 
and,  since  its  foundation,  2,494  patients  have  been 
relieved. 
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IcypWe  have  some  very  late  news  from  Europe 
— London  accounts  to  the  15th  of  February.  They 
give  Us  the  British  king’s  speech  to  parliament,  which 
is  inserted  under  the  proper  head.  He  speaks  in  the 
most  flattering  terms  of  the  flourishing  condition  of 
ihe  island — holds  out  an  expectation  that  Russia  and 
Turkey  are  about  to  settle  their  differences,  and  re- 
serves to  himself  an  “unfettered  discretion”  as  to  the 
affairs  of  South  America.  The  condition  of  the  West 
India  islands  is  strongly  referred  to. 

Washington.  Stuart’s  portrait  of  Washington  has 
been  so  often  copied  and  multiplied  by  engravings 
that  it  would  be  a hard  matter  to  make  the  people  of 
the  present  generation  believe  that  that  was  not  the 
exact  likeness  of  the  “Father  of  his  country,”  and 
perhaps  some  objection,  in  point  of  feeling,  might 
be  started  against  any  change  in  the  picture,  though  it ! 
should  be  rendered  more  true  to  the  original.  Mr.  Stu-' 
art  is  admitted  to  be  one  of  the  greatest,  if  not  the  great- 
est, master  of  his  art  that  lives,  and  he  is  also  uncom- 
monly fortunate  in  his  paintings — still,  in  his  portrait 
of  Washington,  there  is  a certain  indiscribable  something 
unpleasant  to  those  who  well-remember  the  living- 
features  of  our  beloved  chief,  though  the  geiieral  re- 
semblance is  strong.  This  remark  has  been  made 
very  frequently,  and  I have  many  times  thought  that 
it  was  just.  It  is  stated  that  Mr.  Rembrandt  Peak  has 
lately  finished  an  original  portrait  of  the  illustrious 
dead,  now  exhibiting  in  the  capitol  at  Washington 
city,  which  is  pronounced  by  judges  Washington  and 
Marshall  to  be  the  best  that  they  had  seen — judge 
Marshall  declaring  that  “It  seemed  as  if  he  were  look- 
ing at  the  living  man” — and  judge  Washington,  that 

•He  rejoiced  that  atlast  a portrait  was  executed  wor- 
thy of  Washington.” 

If  such  be  the  testimony  of  these  gentlemen,  it 
must  be  considered  conclusive  on  the  subject — and 


that  or  any  other  state — it  may  be  well  to  give  a regular 
account  of  it;  that  the  young  may  be  instructed  and 
the  old  be  reminded  of  the  “throes  and  convulsions,” 
and  managements,  of  times  that  have  passed. 

The  election  of  electors  of  president  and  vice-pre- 
sident had  before  been  made  by  a general  ticket,  voted 
for  throughout  the  state.  In  1796,  Mr.  Jefferson  re- 
ceived 14  votes  and  Mr.  Adams  one.  The  election 
was  a warm  one,  and  the  “republican ” majority  so 
small,  that  a few  scattering  votes  caused  one  of  the 
gentleman  named  on  the  “federal”  ticket  to  be  elect- 
ed. After  this,  the  senate  of  the  state  became  ‘-fede- 
ral,” and  the  house  of  representatives,  I think,  for  one 
or  two  years,  contained  a majority  of  that  political 
party.  Then  came  on  the  struggles  of  1798,  1 799  and 
1800,  wdien  the  ties  that  united  kindred  and  friends, 
father  and  son,  brother  and  brother,  and  almost  hut 


band  and  wife,  were  rent  asunder  by  the  force  and 
fury  of  political  opinion,  about  public  measures  and 
men.  The  most  wicked  things  were  uttered  in  the 
public  papers,  and  private  persons  seemed  nearly 
prepared  for  private  combats  one  with  the  other* 
whenever  they  met,  if  one  happened  to  wear  a “black 
cockade”  and  the  other  had  none,  or  especially  if  he 
wore  a blue  and  red  one.  In  this  state  of  feeling  in 
Pennsylvania  and  elsewhere,  Thomas  McKean  was 
elected  governor  of  that  commonwealth,  after  one  of 
the  most  ardent  and  also  most  abusive  contests  that 
ever  was  known.  This  seemed  to  settle  the  political 
character  of  the  state,  and  it  was  necessarily  supposed 
that  its  vote  would  be  given  to  Thomas  Jefferson  for 
president  of  the  United  States,  seeing  that  the  former 
electors  had  been  chosen  by  a general  ticket* 

With  gov.  McKean  a large  republican  majority  also: 
came  into  the  house  of  representatives,  but  the  sena- 
tors being  chosen,  in  classes,  for  four  years  each,  -a 
radical  change  was  not  yet  effected  in  the  other  branch 
I of  the  legislature,  and  at  the  time  we  are  now  about  to 


the  facts  are  stated  in  the  “National  Intelligencer”  of  speak  of,  it  consisted  of  13  federalists  and  11  repub- 
Saturday  last;  and  Messrs.  Taylor,  of  Va.  Macon,  King]  licans. 

a nd  Jackson,  all  of  the  present  senate  of  the  United  j In  most  of  the  states,  and  it  was  so  in  Pennsylvania, 
States,  and  all  of  them  distinguished  men  of  past  times,  I the  law  for  the  election  of  electors  of  president  was 


lire  said  to  express  their  decided  approbation  of  it. 

The  tariff  bill  has  been  laid  aside  for  a few  days 
that  the  appropriation  bill,  of  more  immediate  interest, 
may  be  acted  on.  The  parts  of  the  bill  that  were 
stricken  out,  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Tod,  appear  to  have 
been  yielded  up  by  way  of  compromise;  but  the  leav- 
ing out  of  the  third  section,  which  added  the  foreign 
bounty,  &c.  on  exports  to  the  estimated  cost  of  the 
goods,  will  prevent  the  other  parts  of  the  bill  from  af- 
fording any  considerable  degree  of  protection  to  se- 
veral important  branches  of  manufacturing  industry 
—and  now,  it  would  appear  that  the  opponents  of  the 
bill  cannot  have  so  many  objections  to  it  as  will  be 
preferred  by  its  old  friends.  Still,  however,  its  passage 
would  be  of  great  service,  as  laying  the  foundation  of 
a system  for  the  security  of  labor  employed  or  capital 
vested  in  manufactures,  and  other  additional  aids  will 
be  given  as  experience  shall  prove,  (as  it  certainly 
will),  that  the  evils  apprehended  by  the  establishment 
of  such  a tariff,  are  like  those  that  were  entertained 
when  discriminatory  duties  were  laid  to  encourage  the 
commerce  and  navigation  of  the  United  States. 

Pennsylvania  election  of  electors  in  1800.  Hav- 
ing several  times  alluded  to  this  famous  case,  which 
produced  a greater  degree  of  excitement  in  Pennsyl- 
vania than,  perhaps,  ever  before  or  since  prevailed  in 
Vot.  XXVf^.^2 


[and  is]  temporary— intended  only  for  an  ensuing  oc- 
casion. It  was  for  this  reason  that  the  senate  had  pow- 
er, and  exerted  an  authority  that  almost  seemed  ready 
to  shake  that  state,  and,  perhaps,  the  union,  to  its  cen- 
tre; for  that  body  refused  to  pass  the  customary  law 
at  the  usual  time,  apparently  willing  to  encounter  the 
risk  of  any  thing,  in  preference  to  suffering  the  people 
of  Pennsylvania  to  give  an  united  vote,  as  to  the  elec- 
tion of  a president  and  vice  president  of  the  United 
States.  In  consequence,  an  extra  meeting  of  the  le- 
gislature Vvasheld  at  Lancaster  on  the  7th  of  Novem- 
ber, 1S00,  the  time  having  arrived  when  the  electors 
must  be  chosen,  if  chosen  at  all. 

Previous  to  this,  to  wit,  .on  the  5th  of  NoV.  a great 
meeting.of  the  “Federal  Republicans  of  the  city  Phi- 
ladelphia” was  held  at  the  then  politically  famous 
“Dunwoody’s”  tavern,  at  which  Thomas  Fitzsimcns 
was  chairman.  A long  communication,  to  be  ad- 
dressed to  the  senators  from  the  district,  was  reported 
and  agreed  to.  It  maintained  that  the  senate  was  a 
component  part  of  the  legislature — that  the  functions 
of  each  branch  were  to  be  separately  exercised- — that 
if  the  senate  met  the  house  of  representatives  in  joint 
meeting,  the  power  of  the  former  would  be  lost,  and, 
therefore,  it  was  only  “by  a concurrent  vote  that  the 
sense  of  the  people,  in  the  choice  of  electors,  could  be  con- 
stitutionally conveyed /”  “The  sense  or  the  people!” 
— but  comment  is  not  necessary. 
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The  session  of  the  legislature  being  opened  by  an 
address  of  the  governor,  calling  the  attention  of  the 
members  to  the  special  business  about  which  they 
had  convened,  the  house  of  representatives  passed  a 
bill  to  appoint  the  electors  by  a joint  vote  of  the  two 
houses  in  convention,  55  to  21,  being  the  only  manner 
of  appointment,  by  the  legislature,  known  to  the  con- 
stitution of  the  state,  unless  in  respect  to  the  clerks 
or  other  officers  of  the  respective  houses.  It  is  thus  that 
the  election  of  a state  treasurer  is  provided  for.  This 
bill  was  negatived  in  the  senate — 11  for,  13  against 
it;  and  a proposition  made  that  the  electors  should  be 
chosen  by  each  house  separately — say  seven  by  the  se- 
nators and  eight  by  the  representatives.  This  was 
called  a “noble  stand,”  and  the  thirteen  were  hailed 
as  “saviours  of  their  country;”  and  adding,  that  it 
was  an  honorable  instance  of  “Spartan  virtue.”  Hence 
they  were  called  the  “Spartan  band.”  It  was  now 
believed  that  Mr.  Adams  would  be  re-elected  presi- 
dent, and,  in  a calculation  made  out,  he  was  allowed 
79  votes,  while  only  60  were  given  to  Mr.  Jefferson. 
The  result,  however,  was  that  the  latter  received  73 
and  his  opponent  64  votes,  notwithstanding  the  powder 
of  Pennsylvania  was  cut  down  to  a single  vote,  as  we 
shall  see  below.  Had  this  state  voted  as  w'as  custom- 
ary, Mr.  Jefferson  would  have  had  80  votes,  and  Mr. 
Adams  57. 

The  two  houses  being  thus  at  issue,  committees  of 
conference  were  raised,  but  each  party  firmly  main- 
tained its  stand.'  Things  had  reached  a degree  of 
excitement  that  was  fearfully  felt  by  the  considerate 
of  all  parties,  and  it  appeared  probable  that  the  state 
W'ould  not  give  any  vote  at  all  on  the  presidential 
question;  and,  even  to  this  point,  the  senators  were 
encouraged  to  persevere!  It  was  said  “what  honest 
man  would  not  now  glory  in  being  a senator  from  Penn- 
sylvania? what  price  is  too  great  for  the  distinguish- 
ed honor?” 

Finally — the  senate  abandoned  its  original  claim 
to  a concurrent  vote,  and  agreed  that  the  electors  should 
be  chosen  by  a joint-rote,  with  the  condition,  however, 
that  eight,  of  the  fifteen  persons  to  be  voted  for,  should 
be  named  by  the  senate,  and  eight  by  the  house  of  re- 
presentatives. The  consequence  v.ras,  that  eight  elec- 
tors were  appointed  who  voted  for  Mr.  Jefferson,  and 
seven  who  supported  Mr.  Adams.  A letter  from  Lan- 
caster, dated  Dec.  3,  announcing  the  event,  we  find 
thus  recorded  in  the  Gazette  of  the  United  States  of 
the  5th, — “the  presidential  election  is  over.  We  had 
expected  some  jacobin  votes  for  Mr.  Adams,  under  the 
idea  that  all  attempts  to  raise  the  Monticello  chief 
would  be  useless.  In  this,  however,  we  have  been 
disappointed,  and  happily  too ; — for  I am  of  opinion 
that  every  thing  supported  by  the  nmshroon  patriots 
will  soon  be  withered  beneath  the  shade  of  political  ortho- 
doxy. 

“The  Federal  thirteen  deserve  the  praises  and  the 
blessings  of  all  America.  They ^ have  checked  the  mad 
enthusiasm  of  a deluded  populace,  and  the  wicked  specula- 
tion of  designing  demagogues.  On  reviewing  the  recent 
aspect  of  our  political  affairs,  it  may  be  figuratively 
said,  THEY  [the  thirteen  senators!]  HAVE  SAVED 
A FALLING  WORLD!!!  It  is  grateful  to  hear  that, 
no  far  from  losing  the  esteem  of  their  constituents, 
their  conduct  is  applauded  by  every  real  republican.” 

It  was  thus  that  this  violent  measure  w as  propped 
and  bolstered — but  the  insulted  majesty  of  the  peo- 
ple of  Pennsylvania,  and  the  cool  reflection  of  all  ex- 
cept ultra  partizans,  began  to  act,  and  the  proceed- 
ing was  regarded  as  a flagrant  political  outrage.  For 
the  fact  wras  naked  and  evident,  that  the  people  of  that 
great  state,  as  well  as  their  immediate  representatives, 
had  been  deprived  of  their  suffrages,  by  an  acciden- 
tal majority  of  persons  in  the  senate  who  “felt  pow- 
er and  forgot  right” — who,  armed  with  “a  little  brief 
authority,  played  such  fantastic  tricks  before  high 
• ..  ave-n  as  made  the  angels  weep.” 


“Honesty  is  the  best  policy,”  whether  in  reference 
to  the  public  or  private  proceedings  of  persons.  It 
wras  the  act  above  mentioned  that  gave  to  Pennsylva- 
nia that  decided  political  character  which  she  has 
held  to  this  day.  And,  sooner  or  later,  every  attempt 
made  to  deprive  the  people  of  any  of  their  undoubted 
rights,  (among  which  is  surely  that  of  electing  the 
electors  of  president  and  vice-president,  if  they  please 
to  claim  it),  will  be  “withered,”  blasted  and  defeated, 
and  given  up  to  the  execration  and  contempt  of  all 
men.  The  people  are  the  sovereign,  and  they  will 
be  sovereign,  let  management  do  -what  it  may,  or  bands 
of  senators  unite  as  they  will  “to  save  a falling  world," 
or  “check  the  mad  enthusiasm"  of  freemen,  their  equals 
before  God  and  the  country.  The  people  may  err 
— perhaps  have  erred — but,  in  the  name  of  common 
sense,  of  all  that  is  rightful,  just  and  true,  who  are 
those  that  have  authority  to  judge  for'  them?  Their  sena- 
tors and  representatives? — -Certainly  not;  the  creature 
is  in ferior  to  the  creator.  There  is  no  power  over  their 
will — there  is  no  superior  intelligence  to  direct  them, 
save  that  derived  “from  the  sovereign  of  nations, 
whose  throne  is  the  only  throne”  before  which  the 
American  citizen  bows  himself.  Lock  at  the  state  of 
things.  John  Ward  Fenno,  in  1800,  thought  it  per- 
fectly right  that  the  “deluded  populace”  of  Pennsyl- 
vania should  be  checked  by  the  “Spartan  band”  of 
senators,  acting  against  their  will — and  Mordecai  M. 
Noah,  in  1824,  has  ventured  on  the  same  course:  he 
is  “a  real  friend  of  the  people,”  and  so  could  not  grant 
them  what  they  ask!  Fenno,  we  know,  had  no  “divine 
right”  for  his  assumption,  and  those  whom  he  sup- 
ported have  passed  away,  remembered  only  for  the 
violence  of  their  proceedings  and  an  inordinate  ex- 
ertion of  power  against  their  fellow  citizens:  and  I 
think  that  Mr.  Noah  will  be  rather  puzzled  to  shew 
that  he  has  any  “holy”  legation  to  preserve  the  people 
of  New-York  from  themselves — and  the  senate  of  that 
state,  whom  he  calls  upon  to  wrork  out  “the  salvation 
of  the  state,  probably  the  country ,”  will  do  w7ell  to  exa- 
mine whether  a refusal  now  to  suffer  the  people  to 
vote  for  electors  of  president,  will  not  have  the  same 
substantial  character  as  the  aet  of  the  Pennsylvania 
{senators  in  1800;  seeing  that,  at  the  late  election  of 
senators  and  representatives,  the  citizens  of  New 
York  clearly  indicated  their  opposition  to  a legislative- 
choice.  It  is  not  a little  remarkable,  that  the  “Spar- 
tan band”  were  called  the  “saviours  of  their  country'' 
for  intercepting  the  voice  of  the  people,  in  the  year 
above  given;  and  that  the  senators  of  New'-York  are 
called  upon  to  effect  the  “salvation  of  the  country ” by 
doing  the  same  thing.  Mr.  Noah  has  seemingly  taken 
a paragraph  out  of  one  of  Fenno’s  old  papers! 

As  before  observed,  I have  no  information  as  to 
whom  the  people  of  New-York  would  prefer  for  pre- 
sident, nor  is  this  a matter  of  any  sort  of  importance 
to  the  subject  before  us.  It  seems  to  be  understood 
that  they  desire  to  have  the  power  to  elect  whom  they 
will,  and  this  ground  w as  supported  even  by  the  “Ad- 
vocate” and  “Argus,”  when  the  late  elections  were 
about  to  take  place.  If  confirmation  of  the  fact  is> 
wanting,  we  have  it  in  the  bill  that  has  passed  the  po- 
pular branch  of  the  legislature,  one  hundred  and  ten 
against  Jive.  By  this  bill,  a complete  majority  of  all 
the  votes  is  required  to  make  a choice  of  electors,  and 
thus  it  is  certainly  secured  that  the  state  will  give  a 
full  and  decided  vote  on  the  presidential  question. — 
JVhat  more  than  this  can  the  legislature  do?  Why,  then, 
shall  the  right  of  voting  by  the  people  be  withheld 
fir  Gill  them  ? Is  it  because  they  are  incapable  of  judg- 
ing who  shall  please  them  best?  Or  is  it  that,  if  the 
pow'er  is  retained  by  the  legislature,  there  may  be  op- 
portunities of  making  bargains  on  the  important  sub- 
ject? I cannot  place  such  an  imputation  on  a majority 
of  the  senators  of  New'-York;  but  there  is  no  reason- 
ing in  the  report  made  to  that  body  to  shew  why  the- 
legislative  choice  is  better  than  a choice  by  the  peo- 
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pie,  and  I must  believe  that  no  good  reason  can  be 
offered  for  it;  unless,  indeed,  it  is  the  wish  of  the 
people  that  the  manner  of  electing  electors  should 
not  be  changed.  If  so,  I have  nothing  to  do  with  the 
matter,  not  being  a citizen  of  the  state;  but,  other- 
wise, the  question  involved  is  one  of  great  national  im- 
portance, and  its  principle  and  practice  should  come 
home  to  the  feelings  of  every  republican  in  the  United 
States'.  In  this  respect,  the  condition  of  New-York  is 
different  from  that  of  Pennsylvania  in  1800 — the  elec- 
tors in  the  first  named  state  have  been  chosen  by  the 
legislature,  but  not  under  the  present  constitution  or 
dorm  of  government. 

With  these  remarks,  I shall  retire  from  this  sub- 
ject, in  a belief  that  the  people  of  New-York  know 
'irhal  it  is  best  for  themselves  to  do  in  their  own  affairs! 

Changes  of  opinion.  The  editor  of  the  “National 
Advocate”  says — “Mr.  Niles  has  written  ten  columns 
in  his  last  Register,  against  the  late' caucus  at  Wash- 
ington. I could  sum  up  his  objections  in  a few  words. 
‘Tn  IS  1.2  I wrote  in  favor  of  a caucus,  and  in  1824  I 
have  written  against  it;  has  not  a man  a right  to 
change  his  opinions  in  a free  country?”  “So  much 
for  Buckingham.” 

" On  which  the  editors  of  the  “New  York  Patriot” 
.remark — 

“The  report  of  the  committee  of  the  senate,  against 
restoring  to  the  people  the  right  to  choose  electors, 
comprises  some  five  or  six  columns  of  an  ordinary  siz- 
ed newspaper.  We  “could  sum  up  their  objections  in  a 
Yew  words.”  “ The  people  ought  not  to  have  all  they  want." 
In  November,  1823,  all  those  persons  wrote  apd  spoke 
in  favor  of  giving  to  the  people  the  choice  of  electors, 
and  in  February,  1824,  they  have  written  and  spoken 
against  it.  Have  not  these  men  a right  to  change 
their  opinions  in  afree  country?  So  much  for  Noah.” 

And  I myself  may  add — 

That  I did  not  write  in  favor  of  a caucus  in  1812, 
though  willing  to  tolerate  the  practice  at  a moment  of 
great  national  peril.  In  war , the  laws  are  silent.  Gen. 
Jackson  was  not  the  friend  of  martial  law,  yet  he  re- 
sorted to  it  and  saved  New  Orleans; — and  it  was  the 
opinion  of  the  great  body  of  the  republicans  in  1812, 
lliat  the  election  of  Mr.  Madison,  who  had  been  named 
by  the  caucus,  was  indispensable  to  the  preservation 
of  the  honor  of  our  country.  Are  Messrs.  Noah,  Gales 
or  Ritchie,  (who  have  all  quoted,  and  I think  unfairly, 
the  article  in  the  Register  of  the  year  stated),  pre- 
pared to  dispute  this  position?  They  cannot.  Besides, 
that  article  depended  on  this  principle — “that  when 
measures  and  not  men  are  the  object ,”  a caucus  might 
be  expedient,  necessary,  and  justifiable — and  I believe 
so  still.  But  the  minority  of  a sect,  when  even  aiming 
at  measures,  must  not  dictate  to  the  majority  either  as 
to  those  measures  or  the  men  that  shall  seem  best  fit- 
ed  to  give  them  effect.  However,  the  deep  intrigue 
in  1816,  which  Messrs.  Gales  and  Seaton  so  severely 
deprecated  at  the  time,  which  they  and  others  spoke 
of  in  such  indignant  terms,  as  a conspiracy  and  cabal 
— sickened  me  with  caucussing,  and  afforded  just  as 
good  a reason  for  a change  of  opinion,  had  I been  fa- 
vorable to  the  practice,  (which  I was  not),  as  the  dis- 
coveries of  Columbus  furnished  the  people  of  the  old 
world  with,  to  believe  in  the  existence  of  the  conti- 
nent which  we  now  inhabit. 

There  are  many  matters  and  things,  as  well  as  per- 
sons, about  whom  I have  changed  my  opinion  in  a 
much  less  space  of  time  than  twelve  years.  For  in- 
stance, I once  was  the  warm  political  friend  of  Aaron 
Ik'rr — but  when  I found  out  that  he  had  entered  into 
covenant  with  the  enemies  of  Thomas  Jefferson  and 
of  the  republican  party,  he  lest  my  good  will,  both  as  a 
politician  and  a man:  and  I have  also  changed  my 
opinion  of  Mr.  Noah  himself,  on  several  accounts; 
but  it  is  only  necessary  to  mention  one  reason  for  it 
just  now.  that,  out  of  his  own  words,  he  may  be  con- 


demned. He  now  cracks  up  the  caucus  system  as  in- 
fallible— though  it  is  not  long  since  that  he  said, 

“As  to  Peter  Sharpe,  no  one  who  knows  him  has 
any  confidence  in  his  political  honesty.  Without  a 
eaucus  nomination , Sharpe  never  could  have  been  elected  a 
ward  constable  in  this  city." 

Now  this  “Peter  Sharpe”  is  an  amiable  and  much 
esteemed  inhabitant  of  the  city  of  New  York,  who  has 
several  times  been  one  of  its  representatives  in  the 
state  legislature,  and  was  once  speaker  of  the  house  of 
assembly;  who  was  a delegate  to  the  convention  tp  re- 
vise the  constitution  of  N.  York,  and  now  is  one*of  the 
representatives  from  that  state  in  the  congress  of  the 
United  States;  a gentleman  who,  until  lately,  receiv- 
ed the  unqualified  commendations  of  Mr.  Noah,  who 
talks  about  “political  honesty,”  and  says  that  he,  the 
said  Mr.  Noah,  being  a “real  friend  of  the  people,” 
would  not  give  them  what  they  might  ask  for,  being 
a better  judge  of  what  is  suited  to  their  condition  than 
they  themselves  are ! 

The  jews.  An  article,  dated  Warsaw,  December 
20,  1823,  says— “The  Jewish  Rabbis  and  Elders  have 
met  in  general  assembly  at  Platskow,  and  have  decid- 
ed that  the  celebration  of  the  Sabbath  shall  be  chang- 
ed to  Sunday.”  We  know  not  how  to  believe  this., 
seeing  the  tenacity  with  which  the  Jews  adhere  to 
.the  customs  of  their  fathers. 

PRESIDENTIAL. 

The  late  caucus  at  Washington  was  composed  of 
“democratic  members”  of  congress,  and  they  are 
said  to  have  made  a “ regular  nomination  of  republi- 
can candidates”  for  president  and  vice  president — . 
how  is  it  then,  that  the  only  “federal”  state  in  the  union, 
little  Delaware,  is  always  put  down  by  the  friends  of 
caucus  as  the  supporter  of  the  “democratic”  cau- 
cus? But  the  vote  of  this  state  is  uncertain;  and  it 
is,  no  doubt,  a fact,  that,  if  the  people  are  permitted  to 
elect  the  electors,  that  they  will  not  vote  for  the  caucus 
candidates.  But  the  republican  members  of  the  le- 
gislature, being  opposed  to  the  “regular  nomination,” 
maybe  sufficient,  with  the  aid  of  some  of  the  “fede- 
ralists,” w ho  do  not  approve  of  it,  to  cause  the  appoint- 
ment of  electors  of  a different  character  from  that 
which  it  has  been  supposed  they  w'ould  have.  In- 
deed, it  would  be  one  of  the  strangest  things  that  ever 
happened  in  politics  to  find  the  “federal”  state  of  De- 
laware supporting  a “democratic  nomination.” 

If  the  newspapers  are  to  be  regarded  as  indexes  of 
public  opinion,  never  was  any  political  measure  quite 
so  unpopular  in  the  United  States  as  the  late  meeting 
of  the  members  of  congress  in  caucus,  notwithstand- 
ing some  of  the  great  editors  who,  it  was  thought, 
could  guide  public  opinion , are  yet,  for  a season,  en- 
gaged in  the  labor  of  Sysiphus. 

The  Albany  Daily  Advertiser  gives  the  following  as 
an  exhibit  of  the  strength  of  parties  in  the  assembly 
and  senate  of  that  state,  which  the  editor  seems  to  re- 
ly on  as  being  correct — 

Assembly — Adams,  51 — Crawford,  45 — Clay,  15 — 
Calhoun,  11 — Jackson,  6 — Total,  128. 

Senate — Adams,  10 — Crawford,  16 — Calhoun,  3 — 
Clay,  3— Total,  32. 

And  between  Mr.  Adams  and  Mr.  Crawford,  should 
the  friends  of  the  other  candidates  abandon  the  idea, 
of  success,  it  is  estimated  that  Adams  will  have  82, 
and  Crawford  78 — total,  160. 

Pennsylvania.  The  delegates  appointed  by  the  de- 
mocratic republicans  of  this  state,  met  at  Harrisburg 
on  the  4th  inst.  All  the  counties  were  represented 
but  four,  and  the  amount  of  delegates  present  was 
one  hundred  and  twenty-five.  Jacob  Ilolgate,  cf  Phi- 
ladelphia county,  wras  appointed  president,  Jacob 
Spangler  and  William  Wilkins,  vice  presidents,  and 
Tinrothy  Burnside  and  Wilson  Smith,  secretaries. 
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After  some  preparatory  proceedings,  as  to  the  quali- 
fications of  the  delegates,  &c.  a resolve  was  offered 
approving  of  the  nomination  of  Messrs.  Crawford 
and  Gallatin,  at  Washington*  and  the  yeas  and  nays 
being  required,  two  voted  for  it,  and  one  hundred  and 
twenty-three  against  it.  Mr.  Roberts  then  proposed 
that  the  electors  to  be  nominated  should  not  be  pledg- 
ed to  the  support  of  any  particular  persons — lost,  yeas 
5,  nays  120.  A resolution  then  prevailed  for  the  sup- 
port of  An  dr  err  Jackson — 124  for,  and  one  against  it. 

It  was  proposed  to  put  off  the  nomination  of  a vice- 
president — lost,  S3  for,  92  against  it;  and  the  result  of 
the  vote  was,  for  John  C.  Calhoun  87;  Henry  Clay 
10;  Albert  Gallatin  10;  William  Findlay  8;  John  Tod 
8;  Daniel  Montgomery  IT  After  some  other  pro- 
ceedings the  convention  adjourned  till  8 o’clock  the 
next  morning — when,  all  the  members  being  present, 

Mr.  G.  B.  Porter,  from  the  committee  appointed 
for  that  purpose,  reported  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved , That  this  convention  disapprove  and  con- 
demn the  late  caucus  of  a minority  of  the  republican 
members  of  congress  at  Washington,  at  which  Wil- 
liam H.  Crawford  was  nominated  for  president,  and 
Albert  Gallatin  for  vicepresident,  as  it  was  a flagrant 
departure  from  the  established  usage  of  the  republi- 
can party,  being  held  by  a minority,  contrary  to  the 
known  wishes  and  sentiments  of  a large  majority  of 
the  democratic  members  of  congress,  and  in  total 
disregard  and  contempt  of  the  voice  of  the  people; 
this  convention  cannot  consider  that  caucus  as  held 
with  a view  to  promote  the  harmony  of  the  party  by 
uniting  upon  the  most  deserving  for  the  oftice  of  pre- 
sident, but  with  the  single  view  to  promote  the  inte- 
rest and  success  of  William  H.  Crawford,  one  of  the 
candidates  only,  and  in  the  vain  hope  that  the  Ame- 
rican people  might  be  thus  deceived  into  a belief  that 
he  w*as  the  regular  democratic  candidate. 

And  on  the  question,  will  the  convention  agree  to 
the  same,  it  was  determined  in  the  affirmative,  by 
nearly  an  unanimous  vote;  [two  votes  only  in  the  ne- 
gative.] 

Mr.  Porter,  from  the  same  committee,  further  re- 
ported the  following  resolution: 

Resolved , That  the  present  alarming  crisis  demands 
a chief  magistrate,  around  whom  the  nation  would 
rally,  with  unbounded  confidence,  in  the  hour  of  dan- 
ger; a patriot  tried  and  distinguished  in  the  council 
and  in  the  field.  Without  detracting  from  the  ac- 
knowledged merits  of  the  other  candidates,  no  one  is 
so  pre-eminently  possessed  of  these  qualifications  as 
general  Andrew  Jackson.  We  rest  his  nomination 
upon  his  own  superior  merits  and  strong  claims  upon 
the  gratitude  of  his  country,  and  not  upon  the  weak- 
ness of  his  opponents.  An  able  advocate  and  judge, 
a distinguished  legislator  and  governor,  an  incorrupti- 
ble patriot,  a skilful,  brave  and  successful  general, 
and  an  enlightened  statesman ; at  the  early  age  of  14, 
he  was  a soldier  of  the  revolution,  a wounded  pri- 
soner in  a British  prison;  and,  during  the  late  war,  he 
toiled  through  hardships,  through  fatigue  and  danger 
in  the  service  of  his  country.  We  do, "therefore,  ear- 
nestly recommend  general  Andrew  Jackson  for  the 
first  office  in  the  gift  of  the  American  people. 

And  on  the  question,  will  the  convention  adopt  this 
resolution,  it  was  unanimously  determined  in  the  af- 
firmative. 

The  Same  committee  also  reported  the  following 
resolution: 

Resolved,  That  the  signal  services  and  unsullied  de- 
mocracy of  John  C.  Calhoun,  his  enlightened  views 
of  national  policy,  and  fearless  devotion  to  the  public 
good,  have  made  him  the  candidate  of  the  state  of 

*It  is  said  that  those  who  did  not  vote  for  Mr.  Cal- 
houn were  instructed  to  vote  for  others,  before  it  was 
known  that  Mr.  C’s  friends  had  waived  his  claims  to 
the  higher  station. 


Pennsylvania  for  the  office  of  vice  president;  and  that 
the  electors  be  instructed  to  support  this  illustrious 
statesman,  this  sincere  friend  of  Jackson  and  of  hte* 
country. 

And  on  tile  question,  will  the  convention  adopt  the 
resolution,  it  was  unanimously  determined  in  the  af- 
firmative. 

On  motion,  the  convention  proceeded  to  the  selec- 
tion of  electors  of  president  and  vice  president. 

The  following  gentlemen  were  duly  nominated  and 
recommended  for  the  suffrages  of  the  democratic  re- 
publicans of  Pennsylvania: 

Thomas  Leiper,  Philadelphia  city;  Isaac  Smith,  Ly- 
coming; John  Boyd,  Erie;  Cromwell  Pearce,  Chester; 
Philip  Peltz,  Philadelphia  county;  Alexander  M’Cara- 
her,  do.;  Joseph  Engle,  Delaware;  James  Ankrim, 
Lancaster;  Henry  Scheetz,  Montgomery;  Adam  Rit- 
scher,  Lebanon;  Peter  Addams,  Berks;  John  Fogle, 
Lehigh;  John  Pugh,  Bucks;  Daniel  Raub,  Northamp- 
ton; Adam  Light,  Union;  William  Thompson,  Sus- 
quehanna; Asa  Mann,  Tioga;  Adam  King,  York;  Da- 
niel Shaffer,  Adams;  Abraham  Adams,  Perry;  Philip 
Benner,  Centre;  John  Rush,  Somerset;  Valentine 
Giesey,  Fayette;  John  Reed,  Washington;  Charles 
Kenney,  Allegheny;  William  Beatty,  Butler;  James 
Murray,  Westmoreland;  James  Duncan,  Mercer. 

A committee  was  then  appointed  to  draft  an  address 
to  the  citizens  of  the  United  States,  and  a general 
committee,  of  correspondence  raised,  &c. 

Virginia . The  editor  of  the  “Richmond  Phoenix” 
publishes  a long  table,  founded  upon  the  late  legisla- 
tive caucus,  to  -shew  the  strength  of  the  white  popu- 
lation of  the  several  counties  of  the  state,  as  supposed 
to  be  represented  in  said  caucus,  in  favor  or  against 
the  election  of  Mr.  Crawford,  placing  opposite  the 
name  of  each  member  of  the  legislature  the  amount 
of  such  persons  in  his  county.  The  general  result  is 
given  as  follows: 

White  population 

15  counties  against  Mr.  Crawford*  so  far 

as  any  opinion  was  expressed  99,228 

43  ditto  divided,  (as  above)  242,763 

43  ditto,  and  4 boroughs,  (for  Mr.  C.)  263,,305  ’ 

On  which  he* says — “we  are  not  authorized  to  con- 
clude that  a majority  of  the  people  of  Virginia  prefer 
William  H.  Crawford  for  president.” 

Mississippi.  Two  sets  of  electors  are  already  named 
in  this  state — one  favorable  to  Mr.  Adams,  the  other  . 
to  general  Jackson.  The  gentlemen  on  both  tickets 
are  highly  respectable. 

Foreign  news.  The  wheat  crop  of  last  year,  in 
England,  is  stated  to  have  been  a very  short  one,  even 
shorter  than  that  of  1816;  and  the  probability  of  open- 
ing the  ports  for  the  admission  of  foreign  grain,  for 
domestic  consumption,  is  spoken  of  as  a probable 
event.  The  average  price  of  wheat  is  now  about  8s. 
2d.  per  bushel.  It  must  rise  to  10s.  before  the  peo- 
ple will  be  allowed  to  eat  bread  made  out  of  foreign 
wheat,  though  they  might  purchase  it  at  one  fourth  of 
that  price.  Jdp’Later  accounts  say  that  the  price  of 
bread,  stuffs  had  fallen. 

A British  frigate  lately  arrived  at  Bermuda  from 
England,  with  300  convicts,  to  be  employed  on  the 
public  works  of  that  island.  The  great  expense  qf 
sending  such  persons  to  New  Holland,  and  some  un- 
popularity of  the  penitentiary  system,  has  led  to  a re- 
sort to  the  old  practice  of  sending  felons  out  of  the 
country* 

An  account  from  Valparaiso,  under  date  of  October 
30,  says  that  the  patriot  army  in  Peru,  under  general 
Santa  Cruz,  7,000  strong,  has  been  attacked,  defeated 
and  dispersed  by  the  Vice-roy  and  gen.  Valdez,  whose 
forces  were  only  5,000.  The  patriots  lost  4,000  men, 
and  all  their  baggage,  arms,  and  stores  of  every  kind- 
We  cannot  give  credence  to  this  statement* 
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- The  people  of  the  island  of  Madagascar  are  making 
rapid  advances  in  civilization  under  their  king  Rada- 
ma — he  has  abolished  infanticide  and  established  pub- 
lic schools  throughout  the  island — many  Madagascar 
youths  are  at  present  in  London,  learning  trades  and 
manufactures,  to  introduce  hereafter  into  their  coun- 
try such  industrious  habits  as  may  insure  the  certain 
progress  of  the  people  to  the  early  acquirement  of  all 
the  arts  of  civil  society. 

Cochin  China.  A letter  recently  received  from  this 
country,  says — “From  the  western  part  of  the  city, 
(of  Saigon,)  a river  or  canal  has  been  recently  cut, 
(indeed  it  was  scarcely  finished  when  we  arrived 
there,)  twenty  three  English  miles  long,  connecting 
with  a branch  of  the  Cambodia,  which  is  called  by  the 
Onamese  Coumaigne.  This  canal  is  twelve  feet  deep 
throughout;  about  eighty  feet  wide,  and  was  cut 
through  immense  forests  and  morasses,  in  the  short 
space  of  six  weeks.  Twenty-six  thousand  men  were 
employed,  night  and  day,  by  turn,  in  this  stupendous 
undertaking,  and  seven  thousand  lives  sacrificed  by 
fatigue,  and  consequent  disease.  The  banks  of  this 
canal  are  already  planted  with  the  palmaiatree,  which 
is  a great  favorite  with  the  Onamese.” 

Mexico.  The  following  extract  of  a letter,  from  a 
respectable  American  gentleman,  resident  at  Mexico, 
dated  January  7,  1824,  is  copied  from  the  “National 
Gazette” — 

“The  English  commissioners,  three  in  number, 
Harvey,  Ward  and  O’Gorman,  with  a consul  general 
and  consuls  for  Vera  Cruz  and  Acapulco,  are  in  this 
city.  The  second  leaves  here  in  a few  days  for 
England,  and  takes  with  him  such  a favorable  ac- 
count of  the  situation  of  affairs  here,  that  there  is  no 
doubt  the  independence  will  be  acknowledged  by 
Great  Britain,  and  that  she  will  prevent  the  other 
European  powers  from  meddling  with  us.  They  are 
delighted  with  Mexico  and  the  reception  they  have 
met  with.  All  they  asked  was  the  abolition  of  the 
slave  trade,  which  has  already  been  done  away — no 
commercial  privileges  or  interference  in  the  form  of 
government:  leaving  the  people  . of  this  country  at 
liberty  to  adopt  what  they  think  most  conducive  to 
their  welfare  and  prosperity.” 

Later — London  papers  of  the  the  20th  Jan.  have 
been  received  at  Boston.  The  extracts  from  them 
are  unimportant.  It  seems  to  be  admitted  that  the.  Bri- 
tish are  collecting  their  forces  in  the  Mediterranean 
to  humble  Tunis,  because  the  Bey  has  refused  to  disa- . 
vow  the  act  of  one  of  his  officers,  who  impressed,  cer- 
tain Greeks  out  of  a British  merchant  vessel,  as  here- 
tofore mentioned. 

It  is  said  that  both  Spain  and  Portugal  are  determin- 
ed to  try  to.regain  their  late  South  American  posses- 
sions— but  neither,  of  itself,  has  the  means  of  accom- 
plishing any  thing.  It  is  repeated  that  France  is  un- 
der treaty  to  assist  Spain,  and  the  report  now  is  that 
the  Balearic  islands  have  been  ceded  as  the  quid  pro 
quo. 

Accounts  from  Bayonne  present  us  with  a horrible 
picture  of  the  state  of  Spain.  The  priests  who  rais- 
ed the  storm  against  the  constitutionalists,  cannot  ar- 
rest it.  The  liberals  are  every  where  insulted,  injur- 
ed or  assassinated,  and  their  property  destroyed. 

The  Greeks  appear  to  be  doing  well.  The  British 
at  Corfu  begin  to  regard  them  with  a more  favorable 
eye;  and  deputies  Avere  about  to  proceed  to  London. 
A London  paper  of  the  20th  Jan.  says — “Letters  from 
Constantinople  of  the  13th  ult.  give  a very  favorable 
picture  of  the  prospects  of  the  Greeks,  as  founded 
upon  the  disunion  of  the  Turks  respecting  the  mode 
of  operation  against  them.  The  Divan  having,  after 
a discussion  of  nearly  a month’s  duration,  resolved 
upon  sending  the  grand  vizier  against  the  Greeks, 
armed  with  full  poAvers  by  the  Sultan,  had  caused 
their  decision  to  be  made  known  through  private 
channels,  not  daring  to  do  so  publicly  until  they  had 
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ascertained  the  state  of  public  feeling,  on  account  of 
the  great  objection  Avhich  the  Turks  have  to  the 
grand  vizier’s  quitting  the  capital,  and  Avhich  arises 
from  a superstitious  notion  that  such  a step  is  only 
justified  by  a state  of  extreme  peril.  The  communi- 
cation had,  it  appears,  met  Avith  the  most  decided  ob- 
jections, and  the  Janissaries  had  even  proceeded  to 
outrage.  It  was,  therefore,  imagined  that  the  intention 
Avould  be  abandoned. 

Latest.  From  London  papers  to  the  jifteciith  of  Feb. 
received  at  New  York,  by  an  arrival  from  Liverpool 
in  2 1 days. 

The  British  king’s  speech  is  given  beloAv.  In  the 
house  of  lords,  on  the  9th  of  February,  the  marquis  of 
LansdoAvne  gave  notice,  that  in  March  he  would,  if 
not  anticipated  by  his  majesty’s  ministers,  in  their 
lordships’,  or  in  the  other  house  of  parliament,  move 
an  humble  address  to  his  majesty,  praying  him  to  take 
such  measures  as  may  be  necessary  for  the  recognition 
of  the  provinces  of  South  America  which  have  sepa- 
rated themselves  from  Spain.  Sir  James  Macintosh 
gave  a similar  notice  in  the  house  of  commons. 

The  number  of  seamen  to  be  raised  the  present  year 
is  29,000— -of  marines  9,000.  The  Avhole  increase  of 
the  force  Avill  be  4,000  men. 

It  is  contemplated  to  send  out  a large  ecclesiastical 
establishment  to  the  West  Indies,  with  tAvo  bishops  at 
its  head,  for  Jamaica  and  Barbadoes. 

A British  squadron  having  visited  Tunis,  the  im- 
pressed Greeks  Avere  given  up,  and  other  concessions 
made 

Sir  Thomas  Maitland,  governor  of  the  Ionian  In- 
lands, is  dead — Sir  Frederick  Adam  has  been  ap- 
pointed lord  high  commissioner,  and  the  marquis  of 
Hastings  to  be  governor  of  Malta. 

The  debates  in  the  British  parliament  are  interest- 
ing— but  Ave  have  not  room  or  time  to  insert  them  now. 
In  reply  to  some  remarks  of  Mr.  Brougham,  Mr.  Can- 
ning said — “The"  question  of  separation  between  the 
parent  state  and  its  colonies  had  always  been  open 
to  the  interference  of  foreign  poAvers;  and  the  ques- 
tion as  to  Spain  and  her  colonies  was  to  be  considered 
without  reference  to  the  state  of  Spain  herself.  Were 
Ave  to  judge  from  what  had  taken  place  in  the  case  of 
our  own  colonies,  the  rule  of  conduct  would  be  obvi  - 
ous. He  was  ready  to  admit,  Avith  the  president  of 
the  United  States,  that  foreign  powers  had  no  right  to 
interfere  between  Spain  and  her  colonies;  but  it  did 
not  follow  that  Spain  had.,no  right  to  recover  those 
colonies  by  force  of  arms.  The  speech  from  the 
throne  only  declared  that  the  government  held  itself 
unfettered,  and  would  act  in  the  mannewbest  adapted 
to  promote  the  interests  of  the  country.  Time  had  been 
left  to  Spain  to  acknowledge  the  independence  of 
her  colonies;  and  Ave  had  stood  aloof  till  the  intention 
of  Spain  should  be  made  known. 

Anup'ican  stocks,  at  London,  on  the  14th  of  Feb. 
Three  per  cents,  76^;  sixes,  for  1813,  964;  for  1814. 
99  a 100;  for  1 S 1 5,  102;  sevens,  944  a 95;  NeAV  York? 
fives  98  a 99;  do.  sixes,  107  a 110;  LT.  S,  bank  shares’, 
l.  23  10s, 

The  king  of  Spain  has  acknowledged  himself  in- 
debted to  his  brother  of  France,  in  the  sum  of  thirty 
four  millions  of  francs;  it  is  said,  however,  that  n > 
mortgage  has  been  given  for  the  payment  of  it.  The 
French  armies  in  Spain  are  now  very  important  an  1 
useful  in  protecting  the  constitutionalists,  Avhom  the-, 
lately  opposed,  from  the  fury  of  the  royalists.  It  i 
not  decided  Avhethcr  the  loans  of  the  cortes  will  b- 
recognized.  The  king  of  France  has  loaned  hisSn-i 
guards  to  king  Ferdinand.  Certain  persons  are  peb- 
tioning  for  a re-establishment  of  the  inquisition.  'H  ; 
French  army  in  Spain  is  said  to  be  60,000  cr  70,'..; 
strong. 

Smyrna  is  actually  invested  by  the  Greeks — the 
have  established  themselves  in  Chio  and  Mytelen 
Supplies  of  money,  Ac.  have  reached  Greece  IV  , 
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England  and  Germany.  Two  printing  presses  have 
been  established  at  Missolunghi,  each  of  which  issue 
journals.  Odysseus  was  carrying  on  a successful  war 
in  Euboea.  The  castle  of  Patras  was  severely  press- 
ed. Macrocordato  had  laid  siege  to  Lepanto.  The 
Turks  in  Minor  Scio  had  been  routed  and  driven  to 
the  castle,  which  was  closely  invested,  and  it  was  be- 
lieved that  Scio  will  soon  be  again  in  the  hands  of  the 
Greeks— -a  dreadful  retaliation  is  expected, 

The  European  consuls,  at  Smyrna,  addressed,  on 
4he  10th  December,  a remonstrance  to  the  senate  of 
lpsara,  cautioning  them  to  desist  from  an  attack.  The 
primates  gave  an  answer  on  the  8th,  in  which  was 
the  following  passage:  “We  also  think  ourselves 

obliged  to  add,  that,  according  to  the  right  of  war,  we 
shall  never  fail  to  pursue  the  Turks  in  every  part  of 
our  dominion.  If  they,  in  consequence  of  being  irri- 
tated against  us,  persecute  the  Christian  rayas,  (sub- 
jects of  the  porte),  and  the  Europeans,  that  will  only 
proceed  from  their  barbarity,  which  tramples  under 
foot  all  the  rights  of  humanity,  and  all  the  laws*  of  civi- 
lized Europe,  which  can,  if  it  think  proper,  protect  by- 
force  the  lives  and  honor  of  all  Christians;  and  we 
feel  pursuaded  that  it  v/ill  do  so,  without  exacting 
-from  us,  the  declared  enemies  of  the  Turks,  any  sacri- 
fices.” The  primates  demanded  finally,  an  annual 
tribute  from  the  city  of  Smyrna,  if  they  wished  not  to 
'have  their  tranquility  troubled  for  the  future. 

British  King's  speech  to  both  houses  of  parliament, 
HOUSE  OF  LORDS,  FEB.  3. 

This  day  parliament  was  opened  by  commission, 
liis  majesty’s  health  not  permitting  him  to  do  it  in 
person,  though  we  are  sincerely  happy  in  being  able 
to  state,  that  his  majesty’s  progress  towards  recovery 
continues  to  be  most  favorable. 

At  about  half  past  two  q’clock  the  royal  commission- 
■ers,  lords  Liverpool  Eldon,  Bathurst,  &c.  took  their 
seats  in  their  robes,  according  to  the  customary  prac- 
tice, 

A message  was  then  sent  to  the  house  of  commons,  to 
require  the  attendance  of  that  house  below  the  bar, 
•to  hear  his  majesty’s  speech  read:  in  a few  minutes, 
the  speaker,  followed  by  a considerable  body  of 
•members,  presented  himself  at  the  bar, 

The  lord  chancellor  then  read  his  majesty’s  speech, 
‘which  was  as  follows: 

“My  lords  and  gentlemen:  We  are  commanded,  by 
his  majesty,  to  express  to  you  his  majesty’s  deep  re- 
gret, that,  "in  consequence  of  indisposition,  he  is  pre- 
vented from  meeting  you,  in  parliament,  upon  the 
present  occasion.. 

“It  would  have  been  a peculiar  satisfaction  to  his 
majesty  to  be  enabled,  in  person,  to  congratulate  you 
on  "the  prosperous  condition  of  the  country, 

“Trade  and  commerce  are  extending  themselves 
both  at  home  and  abroad. 

“An  increasing  activity  pervades  almost  every 
branch  of  manufacture. 

“The  growth  of  the  revenue  is  such  as  not  only  to 
sustain  public  credit,  and  to  prove  the  unimpaired 
productiveness  of  our  resources,  but,  (what  is  yet 
more  gratifying  to  his  majesty’s  feelings),  to  evince  a 
d illusion  of  comfort  among  the  great  body  of  the  peo- 
plc. 

“Agriculture  is  emerging  from  the  depression  un- 
der which  it  labored,  and,  by  the  steady  operation  of 
natural  causes,  is  gradually  re-assuming  the  station 
to  which  its  importance  entitles  it  among  the  great 
interests  of  the  nation. 

“At  no  former  period  has  there  prevailed  through- 
out all  classes  of  the  community  in  this  island,  a- 
more  cheerful  spirit  of  order,  or  a more  just  sense  of 
the  advantages  which,  under  the  blessings  of  Provi- 
dence, they  enjoy. 

“In  Ireland,  which  has  for  some  time  past  been  the 
subject  of  his  majesty’s  particular  solicitude,  there 
arq  many  indications  of  amendment,  and  his  majesty 


relies  upon  your  continued  endeavors  to  secure  the 
welfare  and  happines  of  that  part  of  the  united  king- 
dom. 

“His  majesty  has  commanded  us  further  to  inform 
you,  that  he  has  every  reason  to  believe  that  the  pro- 
gress of  our  internal  prosperity  and  improvement  will 
not  be  disturbed  by  any  interruption  of  tranquility 
abroad. 

“His  majesty  continues  to  receive  from  the  powers 
his  allies,  and  generally  from  all  princes  and  states, 
assurances  of  their  earnest  desire  to  maintain  and 
cultivate  the  relations  of  friendship  with  his  majesty, 
and  nothing  is  omitted,  on  his  majesty’s  part,  as  well 
to  preserve  general  peace  as  to  remove  any  causes  of 
disagreement,  and  to  draw  closer  the  bonds  of  amity 
between  other  nations  and  Great  Britain. 

“The  negociations  which  have  been  so  long  carried 
on  through  his  majesty’s  ambassador  at  Constantino- 
ple, for  the  arrangement  of  differences  between  Kus- 
sia  and  Ottoman  porte,  are,  as  his  majesty  flatters 
himself,  drawing  near  to  a favorable  termination. 

“A  convention  has  been  concluded  between  his  ma- 
jesty and  the  emperor  of  Austria,  for  the  settlement  of 
the  pecuniary  claims  of  the  country  upon  the  court  of 
Vienna. 

“His  majesty  has  directed  that  a copy  of  this  con- 
vention shall  be  laid  before  you,  and  he  relies  on  your 
assistance  for  the  execution  of  some  of  its  provisions. 

“Anxiously  as  his  majesty  deprecated  the  com- 
mencement of  the  war  in  Spain,  he  is  every  day  more 
statisfied,  that,  in  the  strict  neutrality  whioh  he  de- 
termined to  observe  in  that  contest,  (and  which  you 
so  cordially  approved),  he  best  consulted  the  true  in- 
terests of  his  people. 

“With  respect  to  the  provinces  of  America,  which 
have  declared  their  separation  from  Spain,  his  ma- 
jesty’s conduct  has  been  open  and  consistent,  and  his 
opinions  have  been,  at  all  times,  frankly  avowed  to 
Spain  and  to  other  powers. 

“His  majesty  has  appointed  consuls  to  reside  at  the 
principal  ports  and  places  of  those  provinces  for  the 
protection  of  the  trade  of  his  subjects. 

“As  to  any  further  measures,  his  majesty  has  re- 
served to  himself  an  unfettered  discretion,  to  be  ex 
ercised  as  the  circumstances  of  those  countries  and 
the  interests  of  his  own  people  may  appear  to  his  ma- 
jesty to  require. 

“ Gentlemen  of  the  house  of  commons: — His  majesty 
has  directed  us  to  inform  you,  that  the  estimates  for 
the  year  are  prepared,  and  shall  be  forthwith  laid  be- 
fore you. 

“The  numerous  points  at  which,  under  present  cir- 
cumstances, his  majesty’s  naval  force  is  necessarily 
distributed,  and  the  occasion  which  has  arisen  for 
strengthening  his  garrisons  in  the  West  Indies,  have 
rendered  unavoidable  some  augmentation  of  his  es- 
tablishments, by  sea  and  land. 

“His  majesty  has,  however,  the  gratification  of  be- 
lieving that,  notwithstanding  the  increase  of  expense 
incident  to  these  augmentations,  it  will  still  be  in  your 
power,  after  providing  for  the  services  of  the  year,  to 
make  arrangements  in  some  parts  of  our  system  ol 
taxation  which  may  afford  relief  to  certain  important 
branches  of  the  national  industry. 

“My  lords  and  gentlemen:  His  majesty  has  com- 

manded us  to  acquaint  you,  that  he  has  not  been  inat- 
tentive to  the  desire  expressed  by  the  house  of  com- 
mons in  the  last  session  of  parliament,  that  means 
should  be  devised  for  ameliorating  the  condition  of 
the  negro  slaves  in  the  West  Indies. 

“His  majesty  has  directed  the  necessary  informa- 
tion relating  to  this  subject  to  be  laid  before  you. 

“His  majesty  is  confident  that  you  will  alford  your 
best  attention  and  assistance  to  any  proposition  which 
may  be  submitted  to  you,  for  promoting  the  moral 
improvement  of  the  negroes,  by  an  extended  plan  of 
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religious  instruction,  and  by  such  other  measures  as 
may  gradually  conduce  to  the  same  end. 

‘‘But  his  majesty  earnestly  recommends  to  you  to  j 
treat  the  whole  subject  with  the  calmness  and  discre-  . 
tion  which  it  demands. 

‘‘To  excite  exaggerated  expectations  in  those  who 
are  the  objects  of  your  benevolence,  would  be  as  fatal 
to  their  welfare  as  to  that  of  their  employers. 

“And  his  majesty  assures  himself  you  will  bear  in 
mind,  that  where  the  correction  of  a long  standing  and  j 
complicated  system,  and  the  safety  of  large  classes  of  j 
his  majesty’s  subjects  are  involved,  that  course  of 
proceeding  alone  is  likely  to  attain  practical  good,  and  J 
to  avoid  aggravation  of  evil,  in  which  regard  shall  be 
paid  to  considerations  of  justice,  and  in  which  caution 
shall  temper  zeal.” 

The  United  States  and  Colombia. 

[Translated  from  the  Gazette  of  Colombia,  published 
at  Bogota,  December  21st,  1823.] 

Foreign  relations. — The  first  minister  of  the  United 
States  of  America  to  the  republic  of  Colombia — The  hon.  ' 
Ricuaud  S.  Anderson  arrived  in  this  capital  on  the  I 
10th  instant;  and,  after  the  usual  communications  I 
with  the  department  of  foreign  affairs,  the  16th  inst. 
at  half  past  eleven,  A.  M.  was  appointed  for  present- 
ing, personally,  his  credentials  of  minister  plenipo- 
tentiary to  the  executive.  On  that  day  the  secretary 
of  state  and  foreign  affairs,  directed  Scnr.  Lopez , 
one  of  the  officers  of  that  department,  to  wait  upon 
Mr.  Anderson,  and  accompany  him  to  the  palace. 

On  his  entrance,  the  guards  paid  him  the  appro- 
priate honors.  Mr.  Anderson,  having  reached  the 
office  of  foreign  affairs,  Senr.  Gual  received  him,  and 
expressed  to  him  the  great  pleasure  which  he  experi- 
enced in  seeing,  in  this  capital,  a citizen  so  distin- 
guished: he  immediately  introduced  him  to  many 
gentlemen  of  the  high  court,  of  the  senate,  of  the 
house  of  representatives,  and  other  officers  of  state 
who  were  present.  Mr.  Anderson  then  presented 
Mr.  Bullitt,  his  private  secretary. 

At  the  appointed  hour,  the  secretary  of  state  and 
foreign  relations  conducted  Mr.  Anderson  to  the  prin- 
cipal saloon  of  the  palace,  where  his  excellency,  the 
vice  president,  with  the  other  secretaries,  was  wait- 
ing his  arrival.  In  the  outer  saloon,  was  the  com- 
manding general  of  the  department,  with  a splendid 
assemblage  of  all  the  officers  who  were  in  the  capital. 
Immediately  on  Mr.  Anderson’s  being  presented  to 
the  vice  president,  he  addressed  him  as  follows: 

“Mr.  President:  The  president  of  the  United  States, 
animated  by  an  ardent  wish  to  continue  the  relations 
of  perfect  harmony  and  generous  friendship  between 
our  respective  countries,  has  commanded  me  to  give 
the  most  satisfactory  expression  to  the  liberal  feel- 
ings which  he,  as  well  as  the  people  of  the  United 
States,  must  ever  entertain  towards  the  institutions  of 
freedom  in  every  country.  I tender  to  you  his  anxious 
wishes  for  the  restoration  of  peace  to  this  republic, 
and  prosperity  to  its  citizens.  My  own  admiration  of 
the  liberal  institutions  of  Colombia,  and  of  the  glori- 
ous manner  in  which  they  have  been  created  and  sus- 
tained, affords  the  surest  pledge  of  the  sincerity  of  my 
sentiments.  If  this  mission  shall  have  the  happy  ef- 
fect of  giving  solidity  and  duration  to  the  harmonious 
feelings  of  our  countrymen,  it  will  be  a source  of  un- 
affected joy  to  every  friend  of  free  government. 

“It  is  on  this  continent,  and  in  this  age,  Mr.  Presi- 
dent, that  man  has  been  awakened  to  the  long  lost 
truth  that,  under  heaven,  he  is  capable  of  governing 
himself;  that  God  has  not  given  to  him  in  vain  the  port 
and  intellect  of  a human  being.  Every  motive  that  can 
operate  on  a good  man,  urges  him  to  cherish  the  in- 
stitutions founded  on  the  development  of  these  truths, 
and  to  nourish  the  principles  which  cap  alone  sustain 


them.  The  sublimest  spectacle  that  we  can  enjoy,  is 
to  contemplate  our  fellow  man  explaining  and  teach- 
ing, by  reason  and  argument,  the  truth  “thai  roluntanj 
agreement  is  the  only  legitimate  source  of  political  power .” 
IVhen  a nation  is  penetrated  with  this  truth,  its  liberty 
is  placed  beyond  the  reach  of  force  or  fraud. 

; “Under  such  governments,  we  may  fondly  hope  to 
see  the  people  of  this  continent  devoted  only  to  those 
acts  which  give  comfort  and  enjoyment  to  domestic 
life,  and  the  highest  polish  to  intellectual  improve- 
ment. It  has  long,  indeed,  been  the  doctrine  of  des- 
pots, that  the  arts  of  peace  are  too  limited  to  fill  the 
employments  of  man;  and  their  sincerity  in  this  doc- 
trine has  been  manifested  by  the  slaughter  of  millions 
— Let  it,  then,  be  the  high  duty  of  those  who  guide 
the  destinies  of  the  American  republics,  by  abstaining 
from  every  hostile  collision,  to  demonstrate  the  false- 
hood of  a principle  so  mortifying  to  good  men,  and 
consolatory  only  to  tyrants.  Time  has  not  yet,  indeed, 
permitted  us  to  see,  in  its  full  extent,  the  effect  which 
the  principles  of  government  evolved  on  the  Ameri- 
can continent,  may  have  on  the  habits  or  the  practices 
of  man;  but  enough  has  already  been  disclosed  to 
cjieer  the  friends  of  peace  and  to  animate  them  to 
new  vigilance  in  cherishing  those  principles  which, 
abjuring  war  and  bloodshed,  lead  only  to  peace. 

“In  conclusion,  let  me  say  that,  while  the  estab- 
lishment of  this  republic  gives  to  the  world  a most 
brilliant  example  of  the  triumph  of  valor  and  of  vir- 
tue, so  may  it  continue  to  succeeding  generations,  an 
illustrious  monument  of  the  omnipotence  of  truth 
and  a good  cause.” 

Having  concluded,  Mr.  Anderson  delivered  to  the 
vice  president  his  credential  letters  of  minister  pleni- 
potentiary of  the  United  States;  and  his  excellency, 
on  reading  them,  congratulated  him  on  his  safe  arri- 
val in  the  capital  of  the  republic,  saying,  among  other 
things,  “that,  as  the  United  {States  had  always  been 
the  great  luminary  which  the  inhabitants  of  this  part 
of  America  had  held  in  view  during  their  conflicts,  so 
now  they,  and  particularly  the  people  and  govern- 
ment of  the  republic  of  Colombia,  would  delight  to 
express  to  the  classic  land  of  American  liberty  the 
high  esteem  which  they  had  ever  entertained  for  its 
government  and  political  institutions,  and  their  de- 
sire to  improve  and  draw  still  more  closely  the  friend- 
ly relations  which  happily  exist  between  the  two  na- 
tions. 

The  ceremony  being  concluded,  Mr.  Anderson  was 
about  to  retire,  when  the  vice-president  descended 
from  his  seat,  approached  him,  and  again  addressed 
him  in  the  most  cordial  manner.  In  this  familiar  in- 
terview, they  mutually  expressed,  with  the  greatest 
freedom,  the  patriotic  sentiments  inspired  by  the  in- 
teresting occasion.  When  Mr.  Anderson  retired,  the 
guards  of  the  palace  paid  him  the  same  honors  which 
had  been  shewn  to  him  on  his  entrance,  and  he  was 
accompanied  to  his  residence  by  three  officers  of  the 
department  of  foreign  affairs. 

The  arrival  of  the  first  minister  plenipotentiary  of 
the  United  States  in  the  capital  of  Colombia,  cannot 
fail  to  inspire  the  most  pleasing  sensations  in  the 
bosom  of  every  friend  of  liberty.  This  pleasure  is 
greatly  augmented,  when  it  is  remembered,  that  Mr. 
Anderson  is  a citizen  distinguished  for  every  estima- 
ble quality,  and  especially  for  a sincere,  frank,  and 
liberal  character.  Mr.  Anderson,  after  having  sup- 
ported in  his  own  country,  with  the  greatest  zeal,  the 
cause  of  the  new  American  states,  now  comes  to  reside 
among  us,  with  the  high  character  of  minister  pleni- 
potentiary, and  to  prefect  the  work  of  the  friends  of 
American  freedom.  We  venture  to  anticipate  the 
happiest  results  from  a mission  directed  by  the  freest 
government  on  earth,  and  received  by  another,  which, 
though  young  in  the  glorious  career  it  has  undertaken, 
devotes  all  its  vigilance  and  exertion  to  the  happiness 
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of  the  virtuous  people  who  have  established  it.  Let, 
then,  order  and  love  of  the  constitution,  and  obedi- 
ence to  the  laws,  reign  among  us,  and  Colombia  will, 
in  a few  years,  be  as  happy  as  the  land  of  Washington 
and  Franklin. 


Legislature  of  New  York. 

IN  SENATE,  FEB.  26. 

Report  of  the  select  committee  on  the  electoral  laics, 

Mr.  Dudley,  from  the  select  committee,  to  whom 
Was  referred  so  much  of  his  excellency  the  governor’s 
message,  as  relates  to  the  choice  of  electors  of  presi- 
dent and  vice-president,  and  the  engrossed  bill  from 
the  honorable  the  assembly,  prescribing  the  time  and 
manner  of  choosing  electors  of  president  and  vice- 
president  of  the  United  States,  reported  as  follows,  to 
wit; 

That,  under  a deep  conviction  of  the  great  impor- 
tance of  this  subject,  as  it  regards  the  interests  of  this 
state,  and  as  it  may  effect  the  harmony  of  the  union, 
thev  have,  with  much  care  and  to  the  best  of  their  abi- 
lity, examined  the  suggestions  made  by  his  excellency 
the  governor,  and  also  the  provisions  contained  in  the 
bill  from  the  honorable  the  assembly,  and  submit 
the  following  as  the  result  of  their  labors.' 

By  an  examination  into  the  principles  of  our  nation- 
al government,  it  will  be  seen,  that,  under  the  old  con- 
federation, eaeh  state  had  equal  power; but  in  contri- 
butions and  sacrifices  to  support  it,  each  shared  ac- 
cording to  its  ability.  This  possession  of  equal  au- 
thority by  the  small  states,  and  the  imposition  of  un- 
equal burthens  upon  the  large  ones,  were  fruitful 
sources  of  discontent  to  the  latter,  and  contributed,  in 
no  small  degree,  to  the  adoption  of  the  constitution  of 
the  United  States,  in  which  the  opposite  pretensions 
of  small  and  large  states  were  adjusted  upon  the  prin- 
cinles  of  reciprocal  rights  and  duties. 

This  compromise  was  happily  effected  by  a species 
of  double  compact,  by  an  association  of  the  people, 
and  a confederacy  of  the  states.  By  this  combination, 
most,  if  not  all,  of  the  essential  acts  of  government,  re- 
sult from  the  joint  agency  of  the  people  as  associated 
individuals,  and  of  the  states  a,s  independent  bodies. 
The  senate  is  the  guardian  of  state  rights,  and  the 
house  of  representatives  of  the  people’s  rights.  With- 
out the  mutual  consent  of  these  guardians;  no  law  can 
h>e  passed,  and  no  sovereign  authority  exercised.  The 
same  principle  of  compromise  between  the  states  as 
independent  political  bodies,  and  the  people  as  an  as- 
sociation of  individuals,  with  co-equal  rights  and  pow- 
ers, is  preserved  in  the  provisions  of  the  constitution 
relative  to  the  choice  of  president  and  vice-president. 
In  a choice  by  the  electors,  the  smaller  states  give  a 
greater  vote  than  the  larger  ones,  in  proportion  to  their 
population;  yet  population  is  regarded  to  a considera- 
ble extent  in  regulating  the  number  of  electors,  to 
which  any  state  may  be  entitled.  If  reference  is  made 
to  the  population  of  states  only,  the  smaller  ones,  in 
any  mode  that  can  be  adopted  by  the  state  legislatures, 
will  possess  a decided  advantage  over  the  larger. 
Rhode  Island , with  eighty-three  thousand  inhabitants, 
lias  four  electors,  while  Aeiv  York  with  a population  of 
one  million  three  hundred  and  seventy-three  thousand 
souls,  can  have  but,  thirty-six  electoral  votes._ 

To  have  an  influence  in  the  choice  of  electors  of 
president,  proportionate  to  that  of  Rhode  Island,  de- 
termined by  the  standard  of  population,  New- York 
would  be  entitled  to  sixty-six  electors.  The  large 
states,  therefore, having  much  less  authority,  relatively 
to  their  numbers,  in  the  choice  of  president  and  vice- 
president,  will  be  the  more  strongly  inclined  to  ex- 
ercise all  the  authority  they  constitutionally  possess  in 
the  most  available  way.  They  will  be  urged  by  the 
suggestions  of  sound  policy,  and  by  a laudable  defer- 
ence to  state  rights,  to  select  from  the  different  modes  ; 
pi  .appointing  electors,  the  one  which  promises  to  in- j 


sure  them  the  greatest  influence  in  the  election  of 
these  magistrates. 

The  committee  propose  in  the  first  place,  to  en- 
quire whether  the  constitution  of  the  United  States 
restricts  the  legislatures  of  the  respective  states  in 
their  choice  of  the  various  modes  of  appointing  elec- 
tors, which  have  at  any  time  been  in  use  in  any  of  the 
states;  and  then  to  consider  the  advantages  and  de- 
fects of  each,  with  a view  to  determine  which  ought 
to  be  the  object  of  their  preference. 

An  opinion  has  been  expressed,  that  the  cqnstitu- 
tion  of  the  United  States  gives  to  the  people  alone  of 
each  state,  the  right  to  choose  its  electors,  and  that 
the  interference  of  the  state  legislatures,  any  further 
than  to  prescribe  the  manner  in  which  the  people 
are  to  exercise  this  right,  is  a dangerous  usurpation 
of  authority.  A cursory  examination  of  this  opinion 
cannot,  in  the  judgment  of  the  commitee,  fail  to  con- 
vince every  intelligent  and  unbiassed  mind,  that  as  a 
constitutional  objection  against  the  appointment  of 
electors  by  state  legislatures,  it  is  without  any  just 
foundation. 

The  first  section  of  the  second  article  of  the  con- 
stitution of  the  United  States,  declares  that  “ each  state 
shall  appoint  in  such  manner  as  the  legislatures  thereof  may 
direct , a number  of  electors  equal  to  the  whole  number 
of  senators  and  representatives  to  which  the  state 
may  be  entitled  in  the  congress.”  This  language  is 
plain  and  explicit,  and  by  no  fair  construction  can  it 
be  considered  mandatory  upon  the  state  legislatures 
to  direct  the  choice  of  electors  to  be  made  by  the  peo- 
ple; at  the  time  this  language  was  incorporated  into 
the  federal  constitution,  the  states  were  free,  sove- 
reign and  independent  political  communities,  and 
performed  most  of  their  acts,  as  such,  fly  their  re- 
spective legislatures;  fly  these  legislatures,  in  most  in- 
stances, if  not  in  all,  the  delegates  to  the  congress  as- 
sembled under  the  articles  of  confederation,  were 
chosen;  they  derived  their  authority  to  make  this, 
choice  of  delegates  from  expressions  in  the  articles 
of  confederation  very  similar  to  those  in  the  United 
States  constitution,  which,  as  the  committee  maintain, 
vests  in  these  legislatures,  at  this  time,  the  right  of 
appointing  the  electors,  if  upon  principles  of  sound  po- 
licy they  choose  to  exercise  it.  The  first  section  of 
the  fifth  article  of  confederation  provides,  that  u de- 
legates shall  he  annually  appointed  in  such  manner  as  the 
legislature  of  each  state  shall  direct.'1'’  This  power  in  the 
state  to  appoint  delegates  in  such  manner  as  the  le- 
gislature should  direct,  was  construed  to  give  the  le- 
! gislature  itself  the  right  to  appoint,  and  the  legislature 
of  each  state  exercised  this  right,  without  the  impu- 
tation, or  the  suspicion  of  overleaping  the  bounds  of 
its  legitimate  authority. 

The  committee  are  persuaded  that,  if  the  framers  of 
the  constitution  intended  that  the  right  of  choosing 
\ electors  should  have  been  exclusively  confided  to  the 
people,  they  would  have  given  this  power  to  them  in 
the  same  explicit  manner  that  they  gave  to  them  the 
choice  of  representatives.  “The  house  of  represen- 
tatives,” says  the  second  section  of  the  first  article  of 
the  constitution,  “shall  consist  of  members  chosen  every 
second  year  by  the  people  of  the  several  states.  If  indeed 
any  thing  more  were  required  to  show  that  state  legis- 
latures may  rightfully  exercise  the  power  of  appoint- 
ing electors,  in  case  such  a mode  should  he  deemed 
the  most  expedient,  the  committee  could  adduce  the 
practice  of  several  of  the  most  enlightened  states. 
There  are  at  this  time  no  less  than  seven  states  in 
which  the  electors  are  chosen  by  the  legislatures. 

The  committee  are,  therefore,  compelled  by  the 
views  they  have  taken  of  the  subject,  to  adopt,  as  the 
sound  construction  of  the  constitution  of  the  United 
States,  warranted  hv  its  explicit  language,  and  by  a 
practice  under  it  commencing  with  its  ratification, 
and  continued  down  to  the  present  period,  that  each 
state  may  choose  its  presidential  electors  either  by  thq 
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people  or  by  their  legislature;  and  that  in  giving  a pre- 
terence  to  any  particular  mode  of  choosing  them,  the 
legislature  is  only  to  be  guided  by  considerations  of 
policy,  and  by  a respectful  regard  to  the  democratic 
principles  of  our  political  institutions. 

Among  the  democratic  principles,  which  the  com- 
mittee feel  it  their  bounden  duty  to  cherish,  and  to 
which  they  wish,  on  all  proper  occasions,  to  give  their 
most  explicit  sanction,  are  the  following:  That  all 
sovereign  authority  resides  in,  and  unalienably  be- 
longs to  the  people,  and  is  to  be  exercised  by  them- 
selves, or  by  agents  of  their  appointment:  That  tho 
purity,  the  patriotism,  and  the  intelligence  of  the  peo- 
ple, are  sufficient  safe  guards,  to  protect  their  rights 
against  the  assaults  of  ambition,  the  arts  of  fraud,  and 
the  allurements  of  corruption:  That  in  an  extensive 

community,  composed  of  individuals,  devoted  to  va- 
rious pursuits,  and  entertaining  different  sentiments, 
the  interests  and  opinions  of  each  class  should  have,  as 
far  as  practicable,  their  proportionate  influence  in  all 
the  proceedings  of  government:  That  power,  when 

delegated,  is  liable  to  be  abused:  and  that,  in  the  hands 
of  the  people,  it  is  always  exercised  honestly. 

At  bile,  on  the  one  hand,  the  committee  are  convinc- 
ed that  the  power  of  the  state,  in  the  election  of  a pre- 
sident, should  be  preserved  undivided  and  undimi- 
nished, they  are  solicitous,  on  the  other,  that  the  ut- 
most practical  effects  should  be  given  to  these  cardi- 
nal maxims  of  our  free  government. 

By  reviewing  the  several  modes  of  choosing  electors, 
it  will  not  be  difficult  to  decide  upon  the  practicabi- 
lity of  selecting  one  which,  while  it  had  a proper  re- 
gard to  these  maxims,  will  preserve  to  the  state  a 
united  vote. 

Only  three  modes  have,  at  any  time,  been  in  use. 
A choice  by  the  people  in  districts;  a choice  by  the 
people  on  a general  ticket;  and  an  appointment  by  the 
state  legislatures : Each  of  these  modes  has  its  advan- 
tages, and  its  advocates — and  to  each  there  are  plau- 
sible, if  not  well  founded  objections.  By  dividing  the 
states  into  districts,  corresponding  to  the  number  of  its 
electors,  and  authorizing  the  voters  in  each  district  to 
choose  one,  the  sentiments  of  the  people  in  the  differ- 
ent sections  of  the  state,  would  be  expressed  in  the 
'choice  of  a chief  magistrate;  and  the  danger  appre- 
hended from  the  abuse  of  delegated  power  removed; 
but  a divided  vote,  and  loss  of  power,  would  be  the 
inevitable  consequence.  From  a consideration  that 
an  election  by  districts  is  most  democratic  in  princi- 
ple, because  it  affords  to  the  people  of  the  several 
parts  of  the  state,  a participation  in  this  act  of  go- 
vernment, the  committee  would  be  much  inclined  to 
yield  it  their  preference;  but  the  certainty  that  very 
tew  of  the  other  states  will  hazard  a diminution  of 
their  power,  by  adopting  the  same  mode,  and  the 
equal  certainty  that  this  state  would  lose  its  influence 
in  the  election,  by  distributing  its  votes  among  several 
candidates,  induces  the  committee  to  believe,  that  its 
adoption  would  not,  at  this  time,  meet  the  wishes  of  a 
majority  of  the  people. 

Nor  is  the  plan  of  choosing  the  electors  by  the  peo- 
ple, on  a general  ticket,  free  from  objection.  This 
plan  militates  strongly  against  the  principle  hereto- 
fore mentioned;  that  each  considerable  interest  in  a 
state  of  wide  extent,  and  with  conplicated  concerns, 
-hould,  as  far  as  practicable,  be  regarded,  and  have 
its  due  share  of  influence  in  all  the  essential  acts  of 
government.  The  interests  to  which  the  committee  al- 
lude, arise'from,  or  are  connected  with  the.various  pur- 
suits of  human  life,  and  have  a direct  bearing  on  agri- 
culture, manufactures  and  commerce.  Upon  the  sup- 
position that  a known  disposition  to  advance  the 
prosperity  of  those  citizens  embarked  in  either  of  these 
great  objects  of  national  concern,  was  to  constitute  a 
ground  of  preference  for  particular  candidates,  and 
electors  were  to  be  supported  with  reference  princi- 
pally to  tbesfc  predilections,  the  friends  of  some  one 


of  those  candidates,  composing  probably  but  little 
more  than  one-third  of  the  people,  might  prevail  over 
the  friends  of  the  two  others,  being  almost  two-thirds 
in  numbers,  but  divided  in  their  efforts. 

In  such  a case,  a minority  would  exercise  the  power 
of  the  state:  and  two  important  sources  of  national 
prosperity  would  fail  to  receive  their  proper  share 
of  protection  and  encouragement,  in.  Consequence  of 
an  undue  partiality  for  another  source  of  national 
prosperity,  in  no  respect  more  important  than  the 
others. 

It  is  a correct  remark,  that  intelligence  is  the  life 
of  liberty.  To  give  the  right  to  choose  without  fur- 
nishing the  means  to  discriminate,  is  but  little  better 
than  to  submit  to  the  decision  of  blind  chance.  For 
general  information,  and  accurate  knowledge  of  their 
political  concerns,  the  people  of  this  state  may  be 
proud  of  being  brought  into  comparison  with  those  of 
any  of  her  sister  republics ; but  more  than  two  hundred 
thousand  voters,  dispersed  as  they  are,  and  ever  must 
be,  over  this  great  state,  who  would  be  called  upon  in 
case  of  an  election  by  a general  ticket,  to  select  out  of 
perhaps  several  hundred  candidates,  thirty-six  elec- 
tors, could  not,  in  the  nature  of  things,  acquire  such 
; an  intimate  knowledge  of  the  sentiments,  and  charac- 
ters of  the  competitors,  as  to  enable  them  to  make  a 
judicious  selection.  This  objection  to  electing  by  ge- 
neral ticket,  which  in  small  states  would  be  inconside- 
rable, rises  into  one  of  magnitude  in  this  state — from 
| the  extent  of  its  territory — from  the  number  of  elec- 
tors to  be  chosen — from  having  to  take  their  charac- 
ters and  fitness,  in  most  cases,  on  trust,  and  still  more, 
from  the  exceedingly  great  number  of  voters  by 
whom  the  choice  is  to  be  made. 

! The  advocate’s  of  this  mode  place  its  claims  for  pre- 
ference over  the  others,  upon  the  ground  that  it  brings 
the  electorsof  president  and  vice-president  nearer  to 
the  people;  and,  at  the  same  time,  reserves  to  the 
state  a united  vote;  this  latter  advantage  if  certain, 
would  be  great,  but  is  beyond  all  doubt  too  contin- 
gent to  merit  such  consideration. 

It  would  be  an  undeserved  imputation  upon  the 
good  sense  of  the  people  of  this  state,  to  suppose  that 
they  covet  the  possession  of  a right,  which,  in  many  if 
not  most  instances,  they  would  be  required  to  ex- 
ercise, in  selecting  depositories  of  important  political 
trusts,  without  having  it  in  their  power  to  obtain  the 
information  requisite,  to  determine  the  fitness  of  these 
depositories  for  such  confidence. 

So  far  as  the  principle  of  giving  the  choice  of  elec- 
tors to  the  people,  is  to  have  a practical  effect,  the 
election  by  districts  has  decided  preference  over  that 
by  general  ticket.  In  the  election  by  districts,  each 
particular  interest  would  have  its  due  influence,  and 
all  parties  fairly  participate  in  the  selection;  but  so 
far  as  the  policy  of  giving  an  undivided  vote  is  regarded, 
the  preference  of  an  election  by  the  legislature,  over 
the  latter  mode,  is  equally  manifest. 

The  committee  are  aware  that,  to  an  appointment 
by  the  legislature,  objections  also  exist.  The  objec- 
tion which  was  urged  against  the  election,  by  general 
ticket,  of  withholding  from  each  considerable  interest 
in  the  state,  its  proportionate  share  in  the  choice  of  a 
chief  magistrate,  has,  in  the  opinion  of  the  committee, 
an  application  to  this  mode  of  appointment;  but  its 
force  is  much  greater  in  the  former  than  in  the  latter 
cqso.  In  the  qne  case  it  exists  with  every  circum- 
stace  of  aggravation,  and  in  the  other,  with  every  cir- 
cumstance of  mitigation.  In  an  election  by  a general 
ticket,  those  citizens  who  entertain  differnt  senti- 
ments, and  seek  for  the  attainment  of  different  ob- 
jects, act  without  being  able  correctly  to  appreciate 
their  chance  of  success:  they  are-,  therefore,  without 
a motive,  and  certainly  without  an  opportunity  to 
adopt  any  rational  plan  of  compromise;  each  class 
pursues  its  object  without  an  effort  to  blend  and  har- 
monize different,  bat  recontileable  interests;  ea,eh. 
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contends  single-handed  for  success  over  all  others; 
and  the  result  is,  the  victory  of  one,  and  the  defeat  of 
many. 

In  the  case  of  an  appointment  of  electors  by  the 
legislature,  the  result  would  be  quite  different;  those 
who  make  the  appointment,  are  forwarned  of  the 
necessity,  and  furnished  with  the  opportunity  of  bring- 
ing into  harmony,  all  views  and  interests,  which  are 
not  in  their  nature  hostile. 

The  opposition  to  continuing  the  power  of  appoint- 
ing the  electors  in  the  legislature,  arises  principally 
from  the  consideration  that  the  choice  is  thereby  re- 
moved from  the  people,  the  acknowledged  source  of 
all  power,  and  given  to  a pre-existing  political  body, 
which  may,  it  is  feared,  misapprehend  the  wishes  of 
their  constituents,  be  misled  by  intrigue,  or  be  seduced 
by  corruption. 

This  jealous  reluctance  to  delegating  to  the  legisla- 
ture the  power  to  appoint  electors,  is.  not  wholly  with- 
out reason.  It  evinces  a commendable  solicitude  for 
the  purity  and  preservation  of  our  republican  institu- 
tions; but  it  should  be  recollected,  that  it  is  an  objec- 
tion, that,  as  yet,  so  far  as  respects  the  choice  of  pre- 
sident and  vice  president,  rests  wholly  in  speculation ; 
and  should,  by  no  means,  excite  disquieting  alarms. 
This  power  has  been  in  the  hands  of  the  legislature, 
thirty-five  years,  without  the  imputation  of  abuse  in 
a single  instance. 

The  assertion  that  the  people  are  unwilling  to  dele- 
gate power,  when  it  can  be  exercised  by  themselves, 
is  proved  to  be  unfounded  by  a reference  to  what  they 
have  done,  and  what  they  have  approved  of,  in  the 
conduct  of  their  agents ; they  have  recently  formed 
a new  constitution  for  themselves,  by  which  they  have 
taken  into  their  own  hands,  all  the  power  that  was  , 
deemed,  in  any  wise,  essential  to  the  protection  of 
their  rights,  or  for  the  security  of  their  freedom. 

Although,  in  the  performance  of  this  great  act  of 
sovereign  authority,  they  have  resumed  several  rights, 
which  they  had  yielded  up  under  the  old  constitution: 
Yet  the  free  delegation  of  powers,  which  they  might 
have  retained  in  their  own  hands,  shews  a liberal  con- 
fidence in  the  integrity  and  honesty  of  public  servants. 
They  have,  without  the  smallest  reluctance,  conceded, 
in  some  instances,  to  the  legislature,  but,  generally, 
to  the  governor  and  senate,  the  right  of  appointing 
most  of  the  important  officers  of  the  state,  the  choice 
of  whom  could  have  been  made  by  themselves.  If  the 
people  had  deemed  it  unsafe  or  impolitic  to  leave  the 
power  of  appointing  electors  in  the  possession  of  the 
legislature,  where,  by  law,  it  then  resided,  and,  by 
which  body  they  had  much  reason  to  believe  it  would, 
in  future,  be  exercised,  if  no  constitutional  restraint 
was  imposed,  they  would,  most  assuredly,  have  di- 
rected the  legislature,  as  they  clearly  had  a right  to 
do,  by  an  express  provision  in  the  new  constitution  to 
give  the  choice  of  electors  to  the  people;  not  having 
done  so  at  a time  of  peculiar  fitness  for  doing  such  an 
act,  when  they  were  resuming  all  the  authority  in 
any  wise  proper,  in  their  opinion,  to  be  resumed,  and 
devising  the  best  safe-guards  for  that  which  was  dele- 
gated; the  committee  cannot  resist  the  inference  na- 
turally, and  they  think  necessarily,  arising  from  this 
consideration,  that  the  people  not  only  thought  it  in- 
expedient to  take  the  right  absolutely  into  their  own 
hands,  but  were  also  not  unwilling  that  it  should  be  j 
exercised,  in  future,  as  it  had  been  in  times  past,  by 
the  legislature. 

To  entertain  serious  apprehensions  that  the  citizens 
who  compose  the  legislature,  and  to  whom,  as  law- 
makers, the  dearest  interests  of  the  state  are  com- 
mitted, would  be  unfaithful  to  the  trust  reposed  in 
them,  in  relation  to  the  appointment  of  electors,  is  to 
suppose  the  prevalence  of  political  depravity  to  a de- 
gree incompatible  with  the  security  of  freedom,  and 
equalled  only  in  the  most  corrupt  governments  which 
ever  existed.  From  tfi-is  revolting  and  unreal  picture 


of  suspision  and  distrust  in  the  people,  and  a suppos- 
ed want  of  virtue  and  integrity  in  their  represen ta- 
j tives,  the  committee  with  pleasure  turn  their  attention 
■ to  the  evidences  of  confidence  in  the  former,  and 
i fidelity  in  the  latter: — which  have  been  evidenced  by 
j the  continuance  of  the  present  mode  of  appointing 
electors  of  president  and  vice  president  for  more  than 
thirty  years. 

These  considerations  should,  at  least,  shield  this 
subject  from  any  rash  act  of  legislation ; for,  although 
honest  differences  of  opinion  may  be  entertained  in 
relation  to  it,  to  mistake  the  momentary  excitement, 
produced  at  a particular  place,  or  on  a particular  por- 
tion of  the  community,  by  restless  partizans,  who  call 
to  their  aid  all  manner  of  expedients,  to  subserve  the 
cause  of  a favorite  candidate,  or  to  sustain  the  for- 
tunes of  a sinking  party— to  mistake  such  an  excite- 
ment, produced  by  such  actors,  to  answer  such  pur- 
poses, for  the  broad  and  deep  current  of  public  sen- 
timent which  has  noiselessly  flowed  in  its  accustom- 
ed channel  for  a series  of  years,  would  be  an  inex- 
cusable act  of  mis-judgment. 

On  referring  to  the  journals  of  the  senate,  the  com- 
mittee find  that,  in  the  year  1802,  a resolution  was  in- 
troduced by  Mr.  Clinton,  for  an  amendment  to  the 
constitution  of  the  United  States,  by  which  a uniform 
mode  of  appointing  electors  by  districts  might  be  pre- 
scribed, and  that  the  persons  voted  for,  as  president 
and  vice  president,  might  be  designated;  and,  in  the 
year  1818,  a resolution  was  adopted  instructing  our 
senators  in  congress,  and  requesting  our  representa- 
tives to  endeavor  to  obtain  an  amendment  to  the  con- 
stitution of  the  United  States,  proposed  by  the  patriotic 
state  of  North  Carolina,  for  the  appointment  of  elec- 
tors by  districts.  The  chief  magistrate  of  this  state, 
in  his  speech  to  the  legislature  in  November,  1820, 
after  speaking  of  the  efforts  that  had  been  made  to 
establish  a uniform  rule  of  choosing  electors,  by  an 
amendment  to  the  constitution  of  the  United  States, 
recommends  an  election  by  a general  ticket;  this  re- 
commendation was  made  under  circumstances  the 
most  favorable  for  calm  and  deep  reflection,  and  at 
a time  most  auspicious  for  a change,  if  public  opin- 
ion had  required  it.  There  was  then  no  division  of 
sentiment  on  the  subject  oUthe  presidency,  and  a 
change,  if  it  had  been  effected,  must  have  been  made 
without  any  design  to  subserve  personal  or  party  views. 
But  this  executive  recommendation  gave  rise  to  no 
proceedings  in  either  branch  of  the  legislature,  nor  was 
it  accompanied,  or  followed,  by  any  indications  of  be- 
ing in  accordance  with  public  sentiment. 

The  committee  are  not  apprised^that  there  are,  at 
this  time,  any  peculiar  objections  against  the  present 
mode  of  appointing  electors,  which  have  not  hereto- 
fore existed  with  equal  force;  but  the  committee  do 
think,  that  proofs  in  favor  of  the  policy  of  its  original 
adoption,  and  of  its  continuance  until  a uniform  mode 
is  adopted  throughout  the  several  states,  by  an  amende 
ment  to  the  constitution,  is  derived  from  the  peculiar 
circumstances  of  the  present  period.  There  never 
was  before  so  much  distraction  of  public  opinion  on 
the  subject  of  the  presidency,  nor  so  many  competi- 
tors for  that  exalted  station;  consequently  the  danger 
that  an  election  may  finally  devolve  upon  the  house  of 
representatives,  was  never  so  imminent.  Such  an 
ev’ent,  the  committee  are  satisfied,  must  be  viewed, 
by  every  sober-minded  and  reflecting  citizen,  as  preg- 
nant with  the  most  alarming  consequences:  intrigue, 
and  perhaps  corruption,  would  be  called  in  to  compete 
with  the  legitimate  power,  for  the  most  splendid  prize 
ever  offered  to  cupidity  and  ambition.  The  establish- 
ed principle  of  a republican  government  would  be 
subverted,  by  putting  the  power  to  choose  a president 
into  the  bands  of  a small  minority:  the  state  of  New 
York,  with  its  thirty-four  representatives,  would  be 
entitled  to  only  one  vote;  and  the  states  of  Delaware, 
Mississippi,  Illinois  and  Missouri,  with  only  one  re- 
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presentative  each,  would  be  entitled  to  four  votes,  so 
that  these  four  states,  with  a population,  altogether, 
of  less  than  one  eighth  part  of  the  population  of  this 
state,  would  possess  four  times  its  power,  should  the 
final  choice  of  a president  and  vice  president  devolve 
on  the  house  of  representatives;  and  to  which  is  su- 
peraddcd  the  danger  of  there  being  no  choice,  even  • 
by  that  body,  in  consequence  of  an  equality  of  votes, ! 
which,  under  present  prospects,  may  not  be  consid- 
ered  improbable;  such  consequences  would  proba-j 
bly  be  prevented  by  a choiee  of  electors,  in  large  j 
states  by  the  legislature,  because,  in  that  case,  the 
danger  of  a divided  vote,  would,  as  has  been  hereto- ; 
fore  seen,  be  -avoided. 

Foreseeing  the  probability,  and  the  consequences ' 
of  giving  a decided  vote  in  the  presidential  election, 
the  legislature  of  those  states,  which  have  recently  • 
had  the  subject  riuder  consideration,  have  viewed  it 1 
in  the  same  fight,  and  come  to  the  like  conclusions  to j 
which  the  committee  have  arrived.  The  states  of! 
Vermont  and  Georgia,  in  which  the  democratic  prin- 1 
ciples  of  our  free  constitutions  are  preserved  in  great  j 
vigor,  have,  within  a few  months,  discussed  the  poli- 
cy and  expediency  of  changing  the  mode  of  a choice  ! 
by  the  legislature,  for  an  election  by  the  people,  and 
have  determined  against  the  change.  The  good  sense  | 
of  the  citizens  of  these  enlightened  states,  seems  to 
have  approved  of  this  proceeding  of  their  public  j 
servants;  for  no  impeachment  of  their  wisdom,  nor) 
indication  of  discontent,  have  appeared  in  any  part 
of  either  of  these  states. 

The  powerful  consideration  which  has  thus  far  se- 
cured, and  ought  still  to  secure  for  this  mode  of 
choosing  electors,  (until  an  amendment  to  the  consti- 
tution of  the  United  States  is  adopted,  prescribing  a 
uniform  mode),  a preference  over  any  other  yet  in 
use,  is  the  sacred  regard  due  to  state  rights,  and  the 
great  importance  to  tins  state,  as  the  largest  member 
of  the  confederacy,  of  retaining,  unbroken  and  undi- 
minished, all  the  power  it  can  constitutionally  exer- 
cise in  the  choice  of  a chief  magistrate  for  the  union. 
In  the  compromise  to  which  the  committee  have  al- 
luded, between  the  pretensions  of  great  and  small 
states,  New  York,  then  a large  one,  and  as  was  clear- 
ly foreseen,  destined  to  be  the  largest  in  the  union, 
conceded  much,  but  perhaps  not  more  than  good  po- 
licy required.  To  add  to  the  magnitude  of  this  con- 
cession by  dividing,  and  dissipating  what  was  retain- 
ed, would  be  an  uncalled  for,  and  unjustifiable  immo- 
lation of  state  rights  and  of  state  power. 

The  committee  are  free  to  confess  that  they  cannot 
contemplate,  without  bitter  feelings  of  regret  and  hu- 
miliation, the  possibility  of  this  great  state,  with  its 
population,  wealth  and  resources,  even  now  equal  to 
a great  empire,  and  still  in  its  march  to  a higher  des- 
tiny, performing  an  unnecessary  act  of  self  degreda- 
t ion,  and  wantonly  sacrificing  the  power  it  constitu- 
tionally possesses. 

The  committee  do  not  intend  to  urge  that  this  mode 
of  appointing  electors  by  the  legislature  is  the  best 
mode  that  could  be  devised  under  any  circumstances; 
but  that  it  is  probably  the  least  objectionable  one  that 
can  be  adopted  under  the  existing;  provision  cf  the  con- 
til  ut ion  of  the  Un  ited  States;  and  so  have  thought  many 
of  the  wisest  men,  that  have,  atany  lime  for  the  last 
thirty  years,  been  in  the  councils  of  this  state. 

It  is  true  an  opinion  has  long  prevailed  in  this  state, 
and  is  spreading  through  the  union,  of  the  propriety 
of  having  established  a uniform  rule  of  choosing 
electors  by  the  people  in  districts;  which  can  only 
be  effected  by  an  amendment  to  the  constitution  of 
the  United  States.  The  legislature  of  this  state  have 
twice  given  their  assent  to  an  amendment  of  that  in- 
strument which  would  produce  this  effect;  other  states 
have  also  given  a similar  assent.  At  this  time  seve- 
ral propositions  to  amend  the  constitution,  and  to  es- 
^blish  a uniform  mode,  arc  pendingbeforc  congress; 


and  there  is  every  reason  to  believe  that  success  will 
speedily  attend  these  efforts,  unless  opposition  is  eli- 
cited from  the  smaller  states.  But  if  New  York,  at 
this  most  inauspicious  moment,  should  unwisely  Set 
the  example,  which  may  be  followed  by  the  other 
lax-ge  states,  of  forbearing  to  exercise  its  right  in  a 
way  to  ensure  a united  vote,  the  small  states,  duly  ap- 
preciating their  advantage  over  the  others,  will  be 
encouraged  to  withhold  their  assent  to  any  of  the 
proposed  amendments. 

In  examining  the  provisions  of  the  bill  from  the 
honorable  the  assembly, the  committee  find,  that  by  the 
second  section,  so  many  of  the  electors  of  president 
and  vice  president  shall  be  taken  from  the  congres- 
sional districts  in  this  state,  as  shall  be  equal  to  the 
number  of  representatives  in  the  congress  of  the 
United  States,  to  which  each  district  shall  be  entitled, 
at  the  time  of  the  election  provided  for  in  the  bill,  and 
two  additional  electors,  corresponding  with  the  num- 
ber of  the  United  States  senators  to  which  this  state 
is  entitled,  shall  be  taken  from  each  of  the  two  con- 
gressional districts  in  this  state,  which  have  the  great- 
est excess  of  population  beyond  the  ratio  necessary  to 
entitle  such  congressional  district  to  a representative 
in  congress;  and  that  by  the  eighth  section  of  the  bill, 
it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  secretary  of  this  state,  on  or 
before  the  fourth  Monday  of  November  of  the  same,  in 
conjunction  with  the  surveyor  general,  attorney  gene- 
ral, comptroler  and  treasux-cr  of  this  state,  (on  a day 
to  be  notified  for  their  attendance  by  said  secretary), 
to  proceed  as  a board  of  canvassers,  to  calculate  and 
ascertain  the  votes  given  in  this  state,  and  also  in  the 
respective  congressional  districts,  for  the  respective 
candidates  for  electors  of  president  and  vice  pre- 
sident; and  shall,  as  soon  as  may  be  thereafter,  pro- 
ceed to  determine  in  the  following  manner,  viz: 
That  the  persons  who  shall  be  found  on  such  canvass 
to  have  received  a majority  of  all  the  votes  given  in 
this  state,  at  said  election,  shall  be  determined  duly 
chosen  electors:  Provided , however,  that  if  it  shall 

appear  on  said  canvass,  that  a greater  number  of  pei'- 
sons  residing  in  any  one  congressional  district  than 
the  number  of  electors  for  such  district  shall  be  en- 
titled, have  received  such  majority  of  votes,  then, 
and  in  that  case,  such  only  of  said  last  mentioned 
persons,  to  the  requisite  number  of  electors  for  such 
district  as  may  have  received  the  greatest  number  of 
votes,  shall  be  determined  duly  chosen  electors;  and 
in  case  it  shall  appear  on  said  canvass,  that  in  any  con- 
gressional district,  the  whole  or  any  part  of  the  elec- 
tors to  which  said  district  is  entitled,  are  not  elected 
by  a majority  of  all  the  votes  in  this  state,  then,  and 
in  that  case,  such  person  or  persons,  to  the  requisite 
number  of  electoi's  for  such  district,  as  may  have  re- 
ceived the  gi’eatest  number  of  votes  within  such 
district,  shall  be  determined  duly  chosen  electors. 

The  provisions  of  this  section  would,  most  probably, 
result  in  a choice  of  electors  by  districts,  but  with- 
out the  advantage  and  fairness  which  that  particular 
mode  would  singly  possess;  for  it  can  scarcely  be  ex- 
pected that  any  entire  ticket  of  thirty-six  candidates, 
located  in  thirty  different  districts,  would  ever  obtain 
a majority  of  all  the  votes  given  in  this  state,  particu- 
larly when  in  each  district  there  would  most  proba- 
bly be  several  candidates  nominated  and  supported; 
and  the  struggle  would  be,  not  so  much  for  the  suc- 
cess of  a general  ticket,  but  for  the  purpose  of  secur- 
ing the  choice  of  particular  electors  by  a plurality  of 
votes,  in  the  respective  districts.  The  general  ticket 
nominated  in  an  open  and  avowed  manner,  would  in 
most,  if  not  in  all  cases,  be  defeated  by  a combination 
of  minorities  in  the  diffei’eut  districts,  and  by  a con- 
cert of  action  among  ambitious  and  designing  men. 

It  also  appears  to  your  committee,  on  examining 
the  details  of  the  bill,  that  there  would  not  be  suffi- 
cient time  for  all  the  electors  to  receive  due  notice  of 
, their  appointment,  so  as  to  attend  according  to  law  at 


NILES5  REGISTER — MARCH  13, 1 8 2 4 — 0 ON LRE S S . 


the  capitol.  By  the  tentli  section  of  the  bill,  the  go- 
vernor is  required,  immediately  after  the  canvass  and 
determination  by  the  board  of  canvassers,  (which  is 
to  be  on  the  fourth  Monday  in  November),  to  cause  no- 
tice to  be  given  by  express,  to  each  of  the  persons  so 
determined  to  be  duly  elected  as  electors  of  president 
and  vice  president  of  the  United  States,  of  their  elec- 
tion as  such  electors;  and,  by  the  twelfth  section  of 
the  bill,  the  electors  so  notified,  are  required  to  meet 
at  the  capitol,  in  the  city  of  Albany,  on  the  day  next 
preceding  the  day  appointed  by  law,  to  give  their 
votes  in  the  manner  directed  in  and  by  the  act  of  con- 
gress, entitled  an  act  relative  to  the  election  of  pre- 
sident and  vice  president  of  the  United  States;  and 
which  day  of  meeting  would  be  only  eight  days  after 
the  canvass  was  ascertained. 

The  committee,  entertaining,  as  they  trust,  a proper 
sense  of  the  just  expectations  of  the  people,  of  whom 
they  constitute  a part,  by  whom  they  have  been  vo- 
luntarily elected,  and  whose  interests  they  are  bound, 
by  every  tie  of  duty,  as  well  as  by  every  dictate  of 
conscience,  to  promote, — have,  after  patient  investi- 
gation and  much  calm  reflection,  arrived  at  the  con- 
clusion, that  the  provisions  contained  in  the  bill  from 
the  honorable  assembly,  whatever  may  be  its  merits, 
would  not  be,  in  their  opinion,  in  accordance  with  the 
wishes  of  a majority  of  the  people  of  this  state.  Nei- 
ther do  the  committee  believe,  however  ardent  the 
members  of  the  other  branch  of  the  legislature  may 
have  been  in  their  endeavors  to  secure  to  the  people 
their  rights,  that,  from  the  evidences  of  public  senti- 
ment which  have  appeared  since  the  passage  of  the 
bill  by  the  assembly,  even  that  portion  of  the  commu- 
nity who  are  most  favorable  to  repeal  of  the  present 
law,  would  be  gratified  by  the  final  passage  of  the  bill 
now  under  consideration.  The  uncertainty  which 
would  unavoidably  attend  the  election,  and  the  great 
probability  that  minorities  might  succeed  in  choosing 
electors,  would  always  create  distrust  and  dissatisfac- 
tion. The  apple  of  discord  would  be  thrown  into 
each  of  the  congressional  districts,  and  in  some  dis- 
tricts there  would  be  double  incentives  to  strife. 

The  committee  are  therefore  of  the  opinion,  for  the 
reasons  set  .forth  in  this  report,  that  it  would  not  be 
expedient  to  pass  the  bill  from  the  assembly,  or  any 
other  bill  changing  the  present  mode  of  appointing 
electors  of  president  and  vice  president  of  the  United 
States;  or,  at  least,  until  the  efforts  which  are  now  se- 
riously! making  in  congress  to  establish  a uniform 
rule  of  appointment,  by  an  amendment  to  the  consti- 
tution of  the  United  states,  by  which  the  people  can 
elect  by  districts,  have  either  terminated  in  the  adop- 
tion or  rejection  of  such  amendment  by  that  body. 

CHARLES  E.  DUDLEY,  Chairman. 


Eighteenth  Congress — first  session. 

SENATE. 

March,  5.  After  other  business,  which  will  sufli- 
fciently  appear  in  future  detail — 

The  bill  reported  by  the  oommittee  on  naval  affairs, 
“regulating  the  transportation  of  gold  and  silver  bul- 
lion, specie  and  jewels,  and  carrying  of  passengers, 
and  to  prohibit  the  receipt  of  merchandise,  in  the  pub- 
lic vessels  of  the  United  States,”  was  taken  up  for 
consideration,  in  committee  of  the  whole. 

Mr.  Lloyd,  of  Maryland,  said,  as  he  had  offered  the 
resolution  which  gave  rise  to  this  bill,  he  thought  it 
his  duty  to  state  the  views  which  induced  him  to  pro- 
pose it.  He  felt  a great  interest  in  the  navy,  and 
wished  to  do  all  he  could  to  sustain  its  honor.  He  be- 
lieved the  permission  to  carry  specie,  had  grown  up, 
like  many  other  of  our  practices,  from  the  example  of 
England.  But,  it  became  now  necessary  to  inquire 
howjfar  the  honor  and  welfare  of  the  country  and  its 
navy,  ivas  compromised  by  this  practice.  Considera- 
ble ?ums  pf  money  have  been  made  in  this  traffic  by 


some  of  our  officers ; our  public  vessels  have  been  the 
depositories  and  the  insurers  of  the  property  of  fo- 
reign nations  and  of  belligerents.  This  permission  to 
carry  specie  was  calculated  to  destroy  the  fine  and 
chivalrous  feelings  of  the  officer;  to  turn  his  mind 
from  seeking  “reputation  at  the  cannon’s  mouth,”  to 
interested  and  sordid  pursuits.  Further  than  this, 
the  practice  was  liable  to  involve  us  in  difficulties 
with  foreign  nations ; it  was  an  infringement  of  our 
neutral  character;  it  was  authorizing  a practice,  in 
regard  to  those  nations  which  had  not  the'  power  of 
resistance,  which  the  more  powerful  would  never 
submit  to.  These  considerations,  affecting  the  cha- 
racter of  the  country  and  the  navy,  led  him  to  believe 
that  the  transportation  of  specie,  in  the  public  vessels, 
ought  to  be  prohibited. 

Mr.  Lloyd,  of  Massachusetts,  said,  he  believed  that 
the  transportation  of  specie,  in  public  vessels,  might 
be  permitted,  under  certain  regulations,  without  de- 
triment to  the  service.  Great  Britain  had  allowed 
this  practice  in  her  navy,  time  out  of  mind,  under  re-» 
strictions.  In  our  navy  there  had  been  no  regulation 
on  the  subject,  and  it  ought  not  to  be  permitted  to  go 
on  so;  our  vessels  were  liable  to  engage  in  improper 
cruizes,  and  to  enter  improper  ports,  for  the  purpose 
of  carrying  on  this  trade  and  it  might  jeopardise  the 
peace  of  the  country.  The  transportation  of  specie, 
by  our  public  vessels,  certainly  requires  some  regu- 
lation; although,  Mr.  L.  thought  it  was  not  proper  to 
prohibit  it  entirely.  The  bill  now  before  the  senate 
contains  the  necessary  provisions:  it  provides  what 
ports  specie  may  be  carried  to  and  from;  and  what 
countries,  under  certain  circumstances.  The  per- 
mission to  bring  specie,  in  the  national  vessels,  to  the 
United  States,  is  important  to  the  country.  It  is.  said, 
that  we  are  in  great  want  of  specie — the  embarrass- 
ments of  the  manufacturers  particularly,  are  said  to 
be  very  great* — and  how  are  we  to  get  specie?  It 
must  come  from  foreign  countries;  and  the  public* 
vessels  furnish  the  safest  mode  of  transportation  He 
believed  that  no  dishonorable  acts  could  be  charged 
upon  our  naval  officers,  in  this  respect. 

Mr.  Lloyd,  of  Maryland,  rose  to  explain.  He  had  not 
the  least  intention  to  charge  any  of  our  naval  officers 
with  improper  conduct — but  thought,  that  the  trans- 
portation of  specie  ought  to  be  prohibited,  to  prevent 
consequences  which  might  hereafter  result  from  the 
practice. 

Mr.  Uoyd,  of  Massachusetts,  said  he  had  not  un- 
derstood the  gentleman  from  Maryland  as  intending 
to  prefer  any  charges  against  the  officers  of  the  navy. 
He  believed  there  was  no  danger  that  their  honorable 
character  would  be  affected  by  continuing  this  prac- 
tice. It  had  not  produced  that  effect  upon  the  officers 
of  the  British  navy.  Hitherto,  we  have  had  no  re- 
, gard  to  the  maximum  of  freight  to  be  allowed  for  the 
transportation  of  specie.  This  bill  has  a provision 
on  that  point.  In  the  present  absence  of  all  regulation, 
the  commanders  of  the  vessels  have  themselves  re- 
ceived all  the  benefit  accruing  from  the  freight  of 
the  specie.  Not  so  in  the  British  service.  A certain  part 
of  the  freight,  in  their  vessels,  goes  to  the  other  offi- 
cers, and  a part  to  the  Greenwich  hospital-  The  pre- 
sent bill  has  a similar  provision.  A certain  portion  of 
the  freight  money  is  to  go  to  the  inferior  officers  and  to 
the  navy  hospital  fund.  It  appeared  to  the  commit- 
tee proper  that  some  regulations  should,  also  be 
adopted  in  relation  to  the  transportation  of  passen- 
gers. Considerable  inconvenience  has  occurred  from 
carrying  passengers.  We  have  been  in  the  habit  of 

*Mr.  Lloyd,  in  a note  to  the  editor^ of  the  National 
Intelligencer,”  says  he  was  misunderstood  as  to  say- 
ing that  the  manufacturers  were  embarrassed— on  the 
contrary,  he  believed  that  those  of  New-England, 
“collectively  considered,  form  the  most  thriving  and 
prosperous  part  of  the  community,” &c. 
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making  drawing-rooms  of  the  cabins  of  our  public 
vessels;  this  is  certainly  not  beneficial  to  the  service. 
If  our  captains  can  carry  their  ladies  and  families  in 
their  vessels,  the  lieutenants  may  do  the  same— and 
this  will  be  an  increasing  evil.  The  bill  proposes 
checks  upon  improprieties  that  may  hereafter  occur. 
Mr.  L.  thought  it  would  be  better  to  take  up  the  bill, 
section  after  section,  in  order  that  it  might  be  fully 
considered,  and  opportunity  afforded  for  amendments, 
if  gentlemen  should  think  proper  to  propose  any. 

The  further  consideration  of  the  bill  wras  postponed 
till  Monday  next. 


The  bill  making  appropriations  for  the  purchase  of 
cannon,  bombs,  and  howitz,  for  the  fortifications  of 
the  United  States,  was  again  taken  up.  This  bill  pro- 
vides  an  appropriation  of  125,000  dollars,  annually, 
for  four  years,  for  the  purpose  specified. 

This  produced  a considerable  debate.  Mr.  Jackson 
ably  supported  the  appropriation.  Mr.  Chandler  pro- 
posed to  limit  it  to  one  year.  Decided  in  the  nega* 
tive — 10  to  22. 

The  question  was  then  taken,  upon  passing  the  bill 
to  be  engrossed  and  read  a third  time;  and  decided 
in  the  affirmative,  31  to  10,  as  follows: 


, , . , ~ ,,  YEAS.— Messrs.  Barton,  Branch,  Chandler,  Clayton,  D’Wolf, 

Mr.  Noble  presented  the  memorial  OI  the  j Dickerson,  Eaton,  Edwards,  Findlay,  Gailiard,  Hayne.  Holmes  «JV 

Maine;  Holmes,  of  Mississippi;  Jackson,  Johnson,  of  Kentucky; 
Johnson,  or  Lou.  Kelly.  King,  of  Alab.  Knight.  Lloyd,  of  M«J. 
Lloyd,  of  Mass.  Mills,  Parrott,  Smith,  Talbot,  Taylor,  of  Ind.  Tay- 
lor, of  Va.  Van  Dyke,  Ware, and  Williams.— 31. 

NAYS.— Messrs.  Bell,  Elliott,  King,  of  N.  Y.  Lanman,  Lowrie 
Macon,  Palmer,  Buggies,  Seymour,  and  Thomas.— 10. 

: So  the  bill  passed  to  be  engrossed  and  read  a thirll 
lime. 


March  8 

general- assembly  of  the  state  of  Indiana,  praying  con- 
gress to  make  further  provisions  for  the  relief  of  pur- 
chasers of  public  lands,  and  to  reduce  the  price  of 
lands  in  districts  where  the  land  has  been  offered  for 
sale  for  ten  or  more  years. 

Mr.  Noble  said,  in  presenting  this  memorial,  that  he 
was  proud  to  have  it  in  his  power  to  say,  that  in  the 
memorial,  the  legislature  had  manifested  their  attach- 
ment to  the  federal  government,  and  for  the  interest 
and  prosperity  of  it.  He  said,  the  legislature  had  gone 
further;  that  they  had,  on  the  part  of  their  constituents 
and  for  themselves,  acknowledged  the  benevolent  po- 
licy heretofore  exercised  by  congress  towards  the; 
purchasers  of  public  lands,  by  which  many  of  them 
nave  been  redeemed  from  ruin,  and  saved  from  for- 
feitures; and  without  the  aid  of  such  policy,  their 
lands  must  have  reverted  to  the  United  States. 

The  legislature,  said  Mr.  N.  presents  two  subjects 
for  the  consideration  of  congress,  both  of  which  he 
deemed  to  be  well  worthy  of  consideration.  The  first 
was,  that  of  permitting,  by  law,  those  individuals  who, 
prior  to  the  act  of  congress  for  the  relief  of  purchasers 
of  public  lands,  passed  in  1821,  suffered  a forfeiture 
of  lands  on  which  one  or  more  payments  had  been 
made,  to  apply  the  amount  of  their  forfeitures,  in  the 
purchase  of  other  lands,  confining  them  to  the  dis- 
tricts wherein  the  forfeitures  accrued.  There  can 
be  no  objection  to  this,  because  the  lands  have  re- 
verted to  the  United  States,  and  the  amount  of  money 
paid  by  the  purchaser,  which  was  the  forfeiture,  is  in 
your  treasury.  You  are  not  asked  for  money,  but 
merely  for  land,  since  you  have  been  in  the  habit  of 
selling  in  tracts  of  eighty  acres,  and  the  application  of 
the  forfeitures  to  be  confined  to  the  same  land  dis- 
tricts. 

The  second  subject  is,  the  expediency  of  reducing 
the  price  of  public  lands  in  those  districts  where  they 
had  been  offered  for  sale,  for  ten  or  more  years,  and 
have  not  yet  found  purchasers.  The  history  of  the 
sales  of  the  public  lands  in  this  country,  proves,  that, 
to  reduce  the  price  of  your  lands  in  the  old  settled 
parts  of  the  country,  is  a true  policy.  We  all  know, 
that  your  good  lands  are  first  selected,  and  the  most 
indifferent  tracts  are  rejected;  and,  as  the  districts  be- 
come closely  settled,  these  refused,  indifferent,  and 
broken  tracts  of  land,  serve  only  for  those  persons  ad- 
jacent, to  tresspass  upon,  cut,  and  carry  away  your  tim- 
ber, thereby,  in  time,  rendering  the  land  of  little  or 
no  value  to  the  government.  The  legislature  of  In- 
diana, from  the  pride  of  attachment  to  the  general  go- 
vernment, and  for  their  interest,  as  well  as  the  inte- 
rest of  the  state,  apprise  you  of  the  facts,  and  disclaim 
a#iy  other  motive. 

Several  private  bills  were  passed,  and  other  matters 
of  a private  nature  attended  to. 

Mr.  Hayne  called  up  the  resolutions  proposing 
amendments  to  the  constitution  of  the  United  States, 
in  relation  to  the  election  of  president  and  vice  presi- 
dent. His  motion  prevailed.  Mr.  King , of  N.  Y.  mov- 
for  the  indefinite  postponement  of  the  whole  subject. 
Considerable  debate  followed,  but  without  taking  a 
question  thereon,  the  senate  adjourned. 

March  9.  The  resolutions  proposing  amendments 
to  the  constitution,  were  laid  on  flic  table. 


March  10.  The  bill  for  the  gradual  supply  of  can- 
non, &c.  was  passed,  with  an  amendment. 

The  bill  reported  by  the  committee  on  naval  affairs, 
“regulating  the  transportation  of  gold  and  silver  bul- 
lion, specie,  and  jewTels,  and  carrying  of  passengers, 
and  to  prohibit  the  receipt  of  merchandise,  in  the  pub- 
lic vessels  of  the  United  States,”  w^as  again  taken  up 
for  consideration,  in  committee  of  the  w'hole,  Mr. 
King , of  Alabama,  in  the  chair. 

After  debate,  the  bill  was  passed  to  he  engrossed 
and  read  a third  time. 

The  rest  of  the  day  was  spent  in  considering  private 
bills. 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

Friday,  March  5.  At  an  early  hour — 

The  house  resolved  itself  into  a committee  of  the 
whole,  Mr.  Condict  in  the  chair,  on  the  state  of  the 
union,  on  the  bill  for  amending  the  several  acts  laying 
duties  on  imports. 

Mr.  Tod  moved  to  amend  the  5th  section  of  the  bill 
by  adding  to  that  article,  which  lays  a duty  on  window- 
glass,  of  several  different  sizes,  the  following  proviso, 
(to  prevent  the  law’s  being  evaded),  viz:  “provided 
that  all  window-glass  imported  in  plates  uncut  be  in- 
cluded in  the  above  duty.” 

Mr.  Tod  moved  to  add  to  the  clause  which  lays  a 
duty  “on  iron,  in  bars  or  holts,  not  manufactured,  in 
whole  or  in  part,  by  rolling,  one  dollar  and  twelve 
cents  per  hundred  weight,”  the  following  words, 
(for  the  same  purpose  of  preventing  the  duty’s  being 
evaded),  “on  plough  plates  or  share  moulds  a duty  of 
one  cent  and  a half  per  lb.” 

On  this  motion  some  conversation  took  place  be- 
tween Messrs.  Cambrtleng,  Broicn,  Sanford , Udree , and 
Cobb. 

The  amendment  was  rejected — ayes  59,  noes  63. 
Mr.  Tod  then  moved  to  add  to  the  clause  contain- 
ing a duty  on  Brussels,  Venitian,  Turkey  and  Wilton 
carpets  and  carpeting,  the  words  “on  all  ingrain  car- 
pets and  carpeting  twenty-five  cents  per  square  yard 
which  motion  was  carried. 

Mr.  Tod  then  moved  to  add  to  the  clause  laying 
duties  on  nail  rods,  sheet  iron  and  iron  slit  and  rolled,, 
the  following  words,  “on  pig  iron  seventy-five  cents 
per  cwt.”  On  this  motion  a prolonged  and  desultory 
debate  arose,  which  continued  until  past  four  o’clock. 

The  speakers  in  favor  of  the  motion  were  Messrs. 
Tod,  Broicn,  Stewart,  Udree,  Foncard  and  Garrison. 

Those  in  opposition  to  the  duty  were  Messrs.  Com - 
breleng,  Reed,  Mercer,  Fuller , Poinsett,  Sterling,  Croivn- 
inshield,  Floyd  and  Foot,  of  Connecticut. 

It  was  advocated,  first,  on  the  general  principles  of 
the  bill;  that  our  own  manufacturers  should,  wherever 
it  was  practicable,  be  encouraged  in  preference  to 
those  of  foreign  countries,  in  order  to  promote  inter- 
nal trade,  and  (he  independence  of  the  counter,  and 
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to  provide  a resource  in  case  of  war.  The  article  of 
iron  is  abundant,  being  found  in  almost  all  the  states  of 
the  union;  it*  quality  is  equal  to  that  of  any  in  the 
world;  pig  iron  is  its  very  rudest  form  of  manufacture; 
it  employs  labor  that  would  otherwise  remain  idle;  a 
a duty  has  already  been  laid  on  bar  iron,  which  will 
lead  to  the  importation  of  pig,  unless  that  importation 
is  met  by  a duty  on  pig  also:  none  was  imported  pre- 
vious to  1818:  in  that  year  one  hundred  tons  were  im- 
ported, and  the  importation  has  already  reached 
thirty-one  hundred  tons  a year.  This  goes  to  keep 
the  native  riches  of  the  country  buried  in  the  earth, 
while  foreign  products  and  industry  are  promoted. 
This  is  an  article  that,  of  all  others,  should  be  encou- 
raged— because  it  converts  that  which  is  worthless, 
{and  worse),  into  an  article  of  great  value,  of  general 
utility,  and  of  indispensable  necessity.  No  country 
that  produces  iron  encourages,  but,  on  the  contrary, 
prohibits,  the  importation  of  the  raw  material — and 
pig  iron  is  little  else. 

It  was  opposed  on  the  general  ground  that,  instead 
of  benefitting  manufactures,  this  duty  went  to  injure 
them.  Pig  iron  is  not  imported  in  any  very  large 
quantity — and  that  which  is  imported,  is  not  brought 
from  abroad  on  account  of  a lower  price,  but  of  a pe- 
culiar quality.  It  is  the  Scottish  grey  iron , which  has  a 
degree  of  fineness  and  solidity,  which  renders  it  pe- 
culiarly fit  for  small  castings  used  in  machinery.  It 
mustbe  mixed  with  our  own  iron  for  certain  kinds  of 
WOrk — we  have  no  substitute  for  it,  and  the  duty  is 
only  so  much  laid  on  the  manufacturer;  so  that  this  is, 
in  truth,  a strife  between  manufacturer  and  manufac- 
turer, and  not  a question  whether  the  general  interests 
of  manufactures  are  to  be  promoted.  The  present 
duty  is  sufficiently  heavy;  and  the  fact  that  Scotch 
pig  iron  continues  to  be  imported  under  that  duty, 
shews  that  the  article  is  needed.  For  a species  of 
iron  analagous  to  this,  the  manufacturers  of  Massachu- 
setts send  all  the  way  to  New  Jersey,  and  bring  the 
raw  ore  400  miles  by  water  and  40  by  land.  It  is  not 
correct  that  England  prohibits  the  importation  of  the 
raw  material.  She  lays  on  it  a tax  of  no  more  than 
fourteen  shillings  and  eight  pence  sterling  a ton,  and 
great  quantities" are  still  imported  into. that  country 
from  Sweden  and  Russia,  although  the  application  of 
coal  to  smelting  the  ore,  has  led  to  a vast  production 
of  the  English  iron.  This  duty  is  not  needed  by  the 
makers  of  pig  iron;  they  are  already  growing  rich, 
while  the  manufacturers  of  bar  and  bloom  iron  are 
growing  poor — the  duty  will  go  to  increase  the  profits 
of  those  already  thriving,  and  to  add  to  the  burden  of 
those  who.  are  about  to  sink;  as  the  makers  of  pig  iron 
have  already  a duty  which  gives  them  the  market,  all 
the  duty  now  added  will  only  be  so  much  added  to  the 
price  paid  by  the  consumer.  The  argument  urged  by 
the  friends  of  the  bill,  in  favor  of  admitting  South 
American  and  Smyrna  wool,  will  apply  equally  to  ad- 
mitting Scottish  grey  pig  iron.  Both  are  articles  which 
cannot  be  raised  in  this  country,  and  yet  are  essential 
to  very  valuable  branches  of  its  manufactures;  and 
every  argument  against  the  one,  goes  equally  against 
the  other.  The  New  Jersey  pig  iron  is  no  substitute — 
heaven  defend  the  merchants  who  have  had  one  con- 
signment of  it,  from  ever  receiving  another — espe- 
cially if  they  have  the  Scotch  pig  at  the  same  time  for 
sale.  If  you  prevent  the  importation  of  the  Scotch 
metal  in  pigs,  you  will  only  have  it  imported  in.a  ma- 
nufactured form,  which  would  be  worse,  on  the  prin- 
ciples of  those  who  would  lay  this  duty.  Surely,  if 
the  manufacturers  of  Massachusetts  can  afford  to  go 
400  miles  for  the  raw  ore  from  New  Jersey,  and 
make  it  into  pig  iron  at  their  own  furnaces,  the  ma- 
nufacturers of  New  Jersey  cannot  need  the  duty  now 
proposed,  who  have  the  ore  at  their  door.  The  fo- 
reign pig  iron  is  used  in  our  foundries  of  cannon. 

It  was  rejoined,  that  the  quality  of  the  Scotch  pig 
iron  dic\  not  depend  on  any  thing  peculiar  in  the  ore, 


but  in  the  manner  of  preparing  it;  and  that  the  iron 
of  this  country  could  be  so  mixed  as  to  be  made  either 
into  what  is  called  grey  iron,  or  white,  at  the  will  of  the 
ironmaster,  (aud  details  of  the  process  were  given.) 
There  was  a difference  between  rock  ore  and  bog  ore: 
the  latter  was  of  a finer  texture,  shrank  in  cooling, 
and  made  a firm  and  brittle  metal,  fit  for  machinery  ; 
the  former  swelled  in  cooling,  was  of  a coarser  and 
tougher  texture  and  was  fit  for  bar  iron — one  is  cal- 
led red-shear,  the  other,  cold-shear. 

The  argument  that  this  article  was  needed  because  it 
was  imported,  if  urged  against  a farther  duty,  applied 
equally  to  every  farther  duty,  and  superseded  not  on- 
ly the  whole  bill,  but  all  revisions  of  the  tariff  at  any 
future  time.  By  providing  too  much,  if  proved  no- 
thing. Its  importation  interfered,  to  the  whole  ex- 
tent, with  our  own  native  products  and  home  in- 
dustry. Admitting  the  duty  in  England,  on  pri  iron 
imported  there,  to  be  14s.  8 d.  when  compared  with 
the  price  of  the  article  in  England,  it  was,  if  not  abso- 
lutely prohibitory,  at  least,  very  nearly  so.  The 
quantity  of  iron  that  swelled  the  amount  imported  in- 
to England,  from  Russia  and  Sweden,  were  chiefly 
bar  iron.  The  foreign  pig  iron  cannot  be  needful  in 
making  cannon.  During  the  war  we  got  none  of  it. 
The  metal,  both  of  the  cannon  and  men  employed  in 
that  contest,  was  genuine  American.  So  far  is  it 
from  being  necessary  for  cannon,  that  even  gun-locks 
and  musket-barrels  are  made  of  our  own  iron. 

Many  statistical  details  were  given  in  the  course  of 
the  debate.  The  policy  of  England  was  discussed,  and 
quoted  as  an  example,  especially  in  the  present  bill, 
the  whole  protecting  policy  of  which  was  insisted  on 
as  being  borrowed  from  Great  Britain. 

Much  occasional  pleasantry  arose,  and  agreeably 
relieved  the  dryness  of  the  debate.  Mr.  Tod  compar- 
ed himself  to  the  man  represented  in  the  title-page  of 
the  almanac,  stuck  through  on  every  side,  and  in 
every  part  of  his  body:  and,  in  reply  to  an  intimation 
that,  as  chairman  of  the  committee  he  ought  to  have 
been  acquainted  with  certain  facts  of  a statistical  and 
geographical  kind,  with  which  he  did  not  seem  fami- 
liar, replied,  that  to  fight  an  enemy,  and  beat  him 
too,  it  was  not  needful  to  know  all  the  names  of  his 
captains  and  colonels,  and  of  Jthe  rank  and  file  that 
made  up  his  army. 

The  question  being  put  on  Mr.  Tod's  amendment, 
laying  a duty  on  pig  iron,  it  was  decided  in  the  nega- 
tive, ayes  79,  noes  111. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Tod,  the  duty  of  25  per  cent  ad 
valorem,  ‘ -on  printing  types”  was  stricken  out. 

He  further  proposed  a duty  of  30  per  cent,  ad  va- 
lorem “on  oil-cloth  carpeting,  and  oil-cloth  of  every 
description,”  but,  on  an  intimation  from  Mr.  Cambre- 
ling,  that  a specific  duty  wrould  be  preferred  by  the 
manufacturers,  agreed  to  withdraw  his  motion  for  the 
present. 

The  committee  rose — and 

The  house  adjourned. 

Saturday,  March  6.  Some  small  business  being  at- 
tended to — 

The  house  resolved  itself  into  a committee  of  the- 
wrhole  on  the  state  of  the  union;  Mr.  Condict  in  the 
chair.  The  tariff  bill,  being  the  unfinished  business 
of  yesterday,  was  again  taken  up  for  consideration. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Tod,  the  bill  was  amended  by  in- 
serting a new  line,  laying  a duty  of  30  per  cent,  ad  va- 
lorem upon  “oil-cloths  and  oil-cloth  carpeting.”  On 
his  motion,  also,  the  bill  was  amended  by  striking  out 
the  line  imposing  a duty  of  “ten  cents  per  pound  on 
Prussian  blue.”  On  his  motion,  the  bill  was  further 
amended  by  raising  the  proposed  duty  on  “currants 
and  figs”  from  three  cents  to  four  cents  per  pound. 

Mr.  Breck  then  moved  to  amend  the  following 
clause:  “On  all  manufactures,  not  herein  specified,  of 
cotton,  silk,  flax,  or  hemp,  or  of  which  either  of  these 
materials  shall  be  a component  part,  a duty  of  25  per 
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centum  ad  valorem,”  by  striking  out  therefrom  the 
word  “silk.” 

Mr.  Breck  supported  his  motion  by  a few  remarks, 
to  shew  that  we  could  not,  at  present,  hope  to  do 
much  in  the  raising  of  silk-worms  and  manufacture  of 
silk;  and  that,  therefore,  being  an  article  very  much 
wanted  in  the  country,  and  which  we  cannot  produce, 
this  duty  ought  not  to  be  levied  upon  it. 

After  debate,  the  proposed  amendment  was  re- 
jected— 

Mr.  Forsyth  proposed  a duty  of  30  per  centum  ad  va- 
lorem on  millstones  and  articles  used  in  the  manu- 
facture thereof — not  agreed  to. 

The  proposed  duty  on  “Epsom  salts,”  was  raised 
from  three  to  four  cents  per  pound. 

Mr.  Forsyth  then  moved  that  all  the  third  section  of 
the  bill  be  stricken  out — it  is  as  follows:  “From  and 
after  the  thirtieth  day  of  June,  1S24*  to  the  duties  on 
all  goods,  wares  and  merchandise,  herein  before  men- 
tioned, or  any  other,  there  shall  be  added,  and  shall 
be  collected  and  paid,  the  full  amount  of  such  bounty 
or  premium,  or  allowance  in  nature  thereof,  as,  on 
the  exportation  of  similar  articles,  may  be  given,  paid 
or  allowed,  in  the  country  or  place  from  which  the 
same  shall  be  exported,  or  in  the  country  or  place 
. wherein  the  same  shall  be  produced  or  manufactured; 
which  shall  be  calculated  and  ascertained,  under 
such  rules  and  regulations  as  the  secretary  of  the  trea- 
sury shall,  from  time  to  time,  fix  and  prescribe.” 

This  motion  gave  rise  to  considerable  discussion;  in 
the  course  of  which,  Messrs,  Forsyth , Foot,  of  Connec- 
ticut, Webster,  P.  P.  Barbour,  and  JMercer,  spoke  in  fa- 
vor of  striking  out  the  section,  principally  on  the 
ground  that  the  addition  of  the  bounty  allowed  in  the 
foreign  country,  to  the  duties  levied  on  the  imported 
article,  is  an  infringement  of  that  part  of  our  treaty 
with  Great  Britain  which  provides  that  no  higher  duty 
shall  be  laid  on  goods,  imported  from  that  country, 
than  on  the  same  articles  from  any  other  country. 
The  motion  to  strike  out  the  section  was  opposed  by 
Mr.  Tod,  and,  without  taking  the  question, 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Storrs,  the  committee  rose. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Baylies,  the  memorials  of  sundry 
inhabitants  of  Nantucket  and  New  Bedford,  in  Mass, 
pray i ng  for  an  increase  of  duty  on  imported  tallow, 
were  ordered  to  be  printed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Webster,  the  memorials Jof  the 
tallow  chandlers  and  soap  boilers  of  Boston,  remon- 
strating against  an  increase  of  the  duty  on  imported 
tallow,  were  ordered  to  be  printed. 

The  house  then  adjourned  till  Monday  next. 

Monday,  March  8.  A number  of  reports  were  made 
and  resolutions  submitted,  which  will  be  noticed  in 
their  progress,  and  the  house  again  resolved  itself  into 
a committee  of  the  whole  on  the  bill  for  revising  the 
tariff— Mr.  Forsythes  motion  to  strike  out  the  third  sec- 
tion, as  inserted  above,  being  under  consideration,  the 
debate  of  Saturday  was  resumed  and  continued  until 
past  four  o’clock.  The  motion  was  supported  by 
Messrs.  Forsyth,  Randolph,  P.  P.  Barbour,  Fuller,  Bart- 
lett, Ross,  Mercer,  Livermore,  Cambrelcnz,  Stevenson, 
and  Foot,  of  Con.  and  opposed  by  Mesrs.  Clay,  Steiv - 
art  and  Tod.  The  argument,  judging  of  the  sketch 
that  we  see  of  it,  was  very  interesting.  The  follow- 
ing may  give  some  view  of  it — 

“The  ground  taken  by  those  who  spoke  in  favor  of 
striking  out  this  section  of  the  bill,  was,  that  its  ope- 
ration will  be  a direct  infringement  of  our  treaty  with 
Great  Britain,  of  1815;  that  treaty  expressly  provides, 
that  articles  imported  into  this  country  from  Britain, 
shall  be  charged  with  no  more  duty  than  those  com- 
ing from  other  countries.  But,  as  England  grants  to 
her  exporters  a bounty  on  certain  articles  on  which 
other  countries  grant  none,  and  this  section  proposes 
to  increase,  in  all  cases,  our  duty,  by  the  amount  of 
the  bounty  granted  in  the  country  from  whence  the 
goods  are  imported,  its  operation  will,  in  ftiet.  be  to 


charge  such  English  goods  with  a higher  duty  than 
articles  of  the  same  kind  brought  from  elsewhere; 
and  it  will,  therefore,  break  the  treaty  and  compro- 
mit  the  faith  and  honor  of  the  nation. 

To  this,  it  was  replied,  that  the  principle  of  this 
section  being,  like  that  of  the  rest  of  the  bill,  to  pro- 
tect the  domestic  industry  of  this  country,  by  pre'- 
venting  the  foreign  article  to  be  brought  into  the  mar- 
ket at  such  a price  as  to  destroy  our  own  manufactu- 
rer; that  object  could  never  be  attained,  and  the  whole 
bill  must  be  rendered  nugatory,  if  a bounty,  granted- 
by  a foreign  nation  on  the  exportation  of  its  commo- 
dities, might  not  be  met  by  an  equivalent  duty  here. 
It  was  well  known,  that  England  grants  bounties  for 
the  express  purpose  of  forcing  her  goods  into  foreign 
markets;  and  if  the  objection  to  this  section  of  the 
bill  is  held  valid,  she  will  still  be  enabled  to  do  so  with 
respect  to  this  country. 

But  it  is  not  valid.  In  that  article  of  the  treaty 
which  this  section  of  the  bill  is  said  to  violate,  two 
objects  were  intended.  The  first  was  to  secure  a 
perfect  reciprocity  between  the  two  nations,  with 
respect  to  their  navigation.  Preferences  had  pre- 
viously been  given,  both  by  France  and  England, 
which  threatened  altogether  to  deprive  America  of 
the  carrying  trade — which  course  of  things  led  to 
the  adoption  of  what  has  been  called  the  American 
policy  on  this  subject — a policy  which  has  proved 
completely  triumphant,  and  has  brought  both  Eng- 
land and  France  to  terms.  But  this  section  of  the 
bill  'leaves  this  reciprocity  untouched — for  ho  dif- 
ference is  made  in  our  duties,  whether  merchandise  is 
imported  in  British  or  in  American  bottoms. 

The  second  object  aimed  at,  in  the  article  of  the 
treaty  alluded  to,  was  to  secure  to  British  goods  an 
entrance  into  our  country  on  as  good  terms  as  those 
of  any  other  nation;  nor  does  this  section  make  any 
discrimination  to  their  prejudice;  its  provisions  are 
general;  no  more  directed  against  the  goods  of  one 
country  than  another.  It  adds  the  amount  of  all  fo- 
reign bounties  to  the  duty  on  those  goods  on  which 
the  bounty  is  granted;  and  if,  in  consequence  of  this 
general  measure  of  self-defence,  British  goods  have 
more  duty  to  pay  than  French,  it  is  not  the  result  of 
our  legislation,  but  of  her  own,  and  when  two  parties 
make  a contract,  no  act  of  one  of  them  is,  of  itself,  to 
constitute  a violation  of  the  contract  by  the  other 
party. 

To  this  it  was  rejoined,  that  the  increase  of  duty, 
in  that  case,  was  to  be  attributed  to  cur  act  of  legisla- 
tion, and  not  to  that  of  England,  for  it  was  our  act  that 
added  the  amount  of  her  bounty  to  our  duty,  and 
thereby  caused  her  goods  to  pay  more  than  those  of 
her  neighbor,  a thing  we  expressly  promised  by  the 
treaty  not  to  do.  Britain  lias  a right  to  grant  what 
bounties  she  will.  That  is  her  own  affair;  a part  of 
her  municipal  regulations;  a thing  between  her  peo- 
ple and  her  government.  It  was  we  who  now  inter- 
fere, and  make  her  municipal  regulations  a part  of 
our  law,  and  found  duties  on  them  contrary  to  the 
treaty. 

As  to  the  policy  of  meeting  her  bounties  by  coun- 
tervailing duties,  it  is  a question  from  which  we  are 
precluded,  because  we  have  already  bound  ourselves 
not  to  tax  her  goods  more  than  those  of  others,  who 
grant  no  bounties.  This  maybe  inconvenient,  it  may 
have  been  impolitic;  we  have  done  so,  and  w6  must, 
abide  by  our  agreement. 

A case  was  put,  on  the  one  side,  suppose  Britain, 
when  this  law  passes,  makes  a certain  article  on 
wrhich  she  grants  no  bounty,  and  wo  receive  that  ar- 
ticle at  a certain  duty,  the  same  as  is  paid  by  a French 
article  of  the  same  kind — here  she  is  on  an  equal  foot- 
ing with  France.  She  afterwards  grants  a bounty, 
which  raises  her  duty  in  our  ports.  Is  that  increase 
to  be  charged  to  us?  Is  it  any  thing  but  her  own 
ad'  Can  her  subsequent  act  construe  our  act  into 
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an  offence?  It  was  answered,  yes;  because  our  act 
anticipated  such  a case,  and  had  a prospective  refer- 
ence to  it,  and  is,  therefore,  as  much  chargeable  on 
us  as  if  it  had  been  done  after-and  not  before  the  case 
occurred.  It  was  said  further,  that,  if  this  act  placed 
England,  with  respect  to  any  bountied  article,  on  less 
favorable  terms  than  France,  her  remedy  was  either 
to  repeal  her  bounty,  or  to  apply  to  France  to  lay  one 
— our  law  had  impartial  respect  to  both. 

It  was  replied  that  these  bounties  were  usually 
granted  to  make  up  for  some  disadvantage,  real  or 
supposed,  between  the  country  which  granted  them 
and  other  countries.  The  bounty,  therefore,  only 
placed  the  two  countries  on  a level  as  they  came  to 
cur  ports — and  if  we  charged  one  more  than  the  other, 
we  created  an  inequality  that  we  did  not  find — and 
we  did  that  very  thing  which,  by  the  treaty,  we  had 
engaged  not  to  do.” 

Tuesday , March  9.  Mr.  Floyd  offered  the  following, 
which  lies  one  day: 

Resolved , That  the  president  of  the  United  States  be  requested 
to  cause  to  be  laid  before  this  house  the  accounts  of  the  generals 
of  the  army;  likewise  of  the  inspectors  general,  the  adjutant  gene- 
ral. the  chiefs  of  the  engineer  and  ordnance  corps,  and  the  surgeon 
general,  for  the  two  years  preceding  to  the  30tb  .September  last, 
showing  the  amount  of  money  paid  to  each  under  the  different  heads 
of  pay  proper, brevet  pay*  rations,  single  and  double,  fuel,  straw' 
quarters,  transportation,  and  all  other  extra  and  contingent  allow 
ances,  as  well  as  the  amount  paid  for  rations,  pay  and  clothes  for 
servants. 

Mr.  Cocke  offered  the  following,  which  lies  one  day: 
Resolved , That  the  president  of  the  United  States  be  requested 
to  lay  before  this  house  the  names  of  all  the  officers  of  the  army 
who  have  been  brevetted,  stating  their  lineal  rank  and  brevet 
rank,  when  brevetted,  and  the  amount  of  money  paid  to  each  on 
account  of  his  brevet  rank,  and  when  paid. 

Mr.  Breck  offered  the  following  joint  resolution, 
which  had  its  first  reading: 

Resolved , by  the  senate  and  house  of  representatives  of  the 
United  States  of  America , in  congress  assembled,  That  the  presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  be,  and  he  is  hereby  authorized  to  pro- 
cure from  Rembrandt  Peale,  of  Philadelphia,  a portrait  of  Wash- 
ington. to  be  placed  in  the  capitol:  Provided,  the  same  can  be  ob- 
tained for  the  sum  not  exceeding  dollars. 

The  previous  orders  of  the  day  were  postponed  for 
the  purpose  of  taking  up  the  bill  making  appropria- 
tions for  the  support  of  government  for  the  year  1824; 
and  a committee  of  the  whole,  having  examined  and 
approved  of  many  of  the  items,  reported  progress, 
and  the  house  adjourned. 

Wednesday,  March  10.  The  joint  resolution  offered 
yesterday  by  Mr.  Breck,  (in  'relation  to  Peale’s  por- 
trait of  Washington),  was  read  a second  time,  and  re- 
ferred to  a committee  of  the  whole. 

The  resolutions  yesterday  offered  by  Messrs.  Floyd 
and  Cocke,  (in  relation  to  brevetted  officers  in  the  ar- 
my), were  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Sloane  moved  to  postpone  all  the  previous  or- 
ders of  the  day  in  order  to  take  up  the  report  of  the 
committee  of  elections  in  the  case  of  John  Bailey. 

The  question  being  taken,  it  was  not  agreed  to — 
ayes  41. 

The  appropriation  hill  was  again  taken  up.  The 
sum  (100,000)  inserted  to  erect  the  east  portico  of 
the  capitol,  was  stricken  out,  but  86,000  generally  ap- 
propriated to  contiuue  the  work  on  the  centre  build- 
ing. Several  of  its  items  met  with  considerable  op- 
position. Mr.  Forsyth  moved  to  strike  out  the  provi- 
sion for  ministers  to  Spain  and  Portugal,  others  of 
that  grade  not  being  sent  to  us  by  the'governments  of 
those  countries.  Lost — ayes  51,  noes  75. 

The  committee  rose  without  having  got  through  the 
bill,  and  the  house  adjourned. 

Thursday’s  proceedings — march  11. 

In  the  senate.  The  hill  to  regulate  the  transporta- 
tion of  gold  and  silver,  &c.  in  the  public  vessels  of  the 
United  States,  and  several  private  or  local  bills  were 
passed. 

The  rest  of  the  day  was  spent  in  the  consideration 


of  private  hills,  or  on  other  matters  not  important  af 
present  to  notice. 

In  the  house  of  representatives — a great  deal  of  minor 
business  being  attended  to,  the  house,  in  committee 
of  the  whole,  took  up  the  appropriation  bill — the  mo- 
tion of  Mr.  Forsyth  still  pending  as  to  the  section  that 
provides  for  sending  ministers  to  South  America. 

A long  debate  followed — we  shall  probably  give  the 
substance  of  it  in  our  next;  the  committee  rose  with- 
out coming  to  a decision,  and  the  house  adjourned. 
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Piracy.  Though  acts  of  piracy,  in  the  West  India 
seas,  are  now  rare,  compared  with  what  they  have 
been,  we  now  and  then  hear  of  some  outrages  com- 
mitted on  the  persons  and  property  of  our  fellow  ci- 
tizens. 

The  Osage  Indians,  as  a nation,  have  publicly  disa- 
vowed the  act  by  which  five  or  six  white  men  were 
murdered,  who  were  hunting  on  their  war-ground. 
The  missionaries  among  them,  speak  in  the  most  de- 
cided terms  of  the  good  disposition  of  the  Indians 
towards  them. 

The  U.  S.  armory  at  Springfield,  Mass.  One  of  the 
principal  workshops  of  this  armory,  was  destroyed, 
by  an  accidental  fire,  on  the  2nd  inst.  The  probable 
loss  is  $15,000,  including  the  house  and  the  materials, 
&e.  oh  hand. 

Michigan,  it  is  believed,  will,  on  account  of  the  num- 
ber of  inhabitants  of  the  territory,  be  entitled  to  ad- 
mission into  the  union,  as  a state,  in  two  years  hence. 

Hindoo  icidoics.  We  have  a copy  of  an  apparently 
official  return  of  the  number  of  Hindoo  widows,  who 
were  burnt  or  buried  alive,  in  the  “six  divisions”  of 
Calcutta,  Patra,  Dacca,  Moorshedabad,  Bareilly  and 
Banares,  during  the  years  1818  and  1819,  and  during 
the  year  1800;  which  shews  a great  change  in  the 
manners  of  the  people. 

In  the  year  1800,  no  less  than  607  widows  were 
burned  or  buried  alive  in  the  districts  named ; but,  in 
the  tico  years;of  1818  and  1819,  only  371  thus  perished. 
The  reports  are  signed  by  the  “Registers.” 

Cheap  woollens!  A late  British  paper  says,  that  from 
300  to  350  packages  of  woollen  rags  are  xceekly  broken 
down,  re-spun  and  wrought  into  cloth,  in  the  towns 
of  Leeds  and  Huddlesfield  alone.  They  are  chiefly  im- 
ported from  the  continent,  and  15,000  to  18,000  packs 
are  annually  received.  § is  out  of  these  that  cheat 
goods  are  made  ufor  the  American  market .”  Cheap? — 
yes!  very  cheap!  But  we  buy  them  because  they  are 
cheap!  The  British  Manufacturers  would  not  dare 
to  sell  such  stuff  for  home  consumption. 

Newspapers.  It  has  been  ascertained,  by  the  post- 
master general,  that  there  are  five  hundred  and 
ninety-eight  newspapers  published  in  the  United 
States,  viz: 

In  Maine, 

New  Hampshire, 

Massachusetts, 

Rhode  Island, 

Connecticut, 

Vermont, 

New  York, 

New  Jersey, 

Pennsylvania, 

Delaware, 

Maryland, 

Virginia, 

North  Carolina, 

South  Carolina, 

This  number  is  ascertained,  with  the  town  or  vil- 
lage in  which  each  paper  is  published.  There  are 
probably  a few  scattering  papers  not  yet  reported  to 
the  department. 


12 

Georgia, 

14 

11 

Ohio 

4S 

35 

Indiana 

12 

9 

Illinois, 

5 

23 

Missouri, 

6 

8 

Kentucky, 

18 

137 

Tennessee, 

15 

18 

Mississippi, 

- 7 

110 

Alabama, 

10 

4 

Louisiana, 

8 

22 

Michigan, 

1 

35 

District  of  Columbia,  8 

10 

9 

— 

12 

Total, 

598 
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iCPThe  index  for  the  last  volume  accompanies 
the  present  number.  It  contains  about,  or  nearly, 
tico  thousand  three  hundred  references — which  is  the 
usual  quantity;  many  things  being  repeated  under  dif- 
ferent heads,  when  thought  necessary,  to  facilitate 
the  finding  of  them. 

Some  persons,  perhaps,  may  have  a little  curiosity 
to  know  the  time  that  was  spent  in  making  and  waiting 
out  this  index  of  seven  pages  and  2,300  references, 
all  which  ivas  done  by  the  editor.  The  whole  real  xcork- 
ing  time  was  a little  less  than  fifteen  hours,  which  is 
the  common  average  given;  but,  at  that  rate,  few  men 
can,  or  ought  to,  labor  more  than  an  hour  and  a half  or 
two  hours,  without  leaving  off. 

Congressional  business.  A letter  from  an  old 
and  much  respected  member  of  congress,  feelingly 
speaks  of  the  constantly  accumulating  business  of  the 
house  of  representatives  by  motions  to  adjourn,  when, 
perhaps,  ten  or  fifteen  minutes  more  time  might  be 
sufficient  to  make  a discreet  disposal  of  a subject, 
which,  by  lying  over,  is  freshly  debated,  and,  some- 
times, consumes  the  greater  part  of  the  next  or  seve- 
ral subsequent  days:  and  he  also  regrets  the  amend- 
ment of  the  rule  that  prevailed  on  Saturday  last,  (which 
precluded  a motion  to  adjourn  until  4 o’clock,  provid- 
ed that  a question  was  at  the  time  pending  before 
the  house),  “so  that  a motion  to  adjourn  is  now  al- 
ways in  order;”  and  he  gives  a particular  account  of 
•all  the  various  motions  made  on  a certain  day  to  ad- 
journ, by  which  the  house  was  occupied  longer  than 
it  would  have  required  to  settle  the  matter  that  was 
before  it  at  the  time.  This  waste  of  patience,  and  of 
money,  must  be  expected ; for  it  is  not  to  be  believed 
that,  out  of  more  than  two  hundred  persons,  there 
should  not  be  some  who  get  tired  of  attending  to  bu- 
siness, especially  those  w ho  labor  severely  in  the  com- 
mittee rooms,  others  who  are  habitually  indolent  and 
kate  every  thing  like  exertion,  and  a few,  perhaps, 
who  say  to  themselves,  “the  longer  the  better — the 
more  days  the  more  eight  dollars” — but  this  latter 
class  cannot  be  numerous.  It  is  to  be  desired  that 
some  gentleman,  who  does  not  like  to  waste  his  own 
time  from  his  family,  or  consume  the  public  money, 
will  keep  a minute  journal  of  the  motions  that  shall 
be  made  to  adjourn,  in  consequence  of  the  abrogation  j 
of  the  rule  above  mentioned,  with  an  account  of  the 
hours  of  business  thereby  lost.  The  aggregate  will,  no  | 
doubt,  be  large,  and  the  importance  of  the  time  must 
be  considered  with  relation  to  the  fact,  that  the  sittings 
last  only  four  hours  in  a day.  These  motions  are  of- 
ten unfairly,  I had  like  to  have  said  unjustly,  made  to 
defeat  the  passage  of  bills  w ished  for  by  a majority,! 
those  opposed  to  such  bills  being  supported  in  their 

motions  by  others  that  are  ahcaifs  willing  to  nrocrasti- 
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nate,  for  this  or  that  reason,  or  without  any  reason  at 
all,  constantly  seeking  for  ‘a  more  convenient  season* 
The  old  proverb,  says  Mr.  Jefferson,  “is  never  to  put 
off  till  to-morrow  what  you  can  do' to-day” — but  “the 
practice  is,  to  put  off  to-day  what  you  may  do  to-mor- 
row;”  and  so  “to-morrow”  is  a week  or  a month  hence, 
or  never  comes  at  all.  Publishers  of  periodical  works 
feel  the  force  of  what  is  here  stated — gentlemen  able 
to  pay,  and  who  would  scrupulously  pay,  a thousand 
or  more  dollars  at  the  very  day  it  was  due,  neglect 
to  pay  five  or  ten  dollars,  just  because  they  can  do 
it  at  any  time.  But,  if  small  matters  may  be  compared 
with  great  concerns-^the  aggregate  of  these  little  sums 
are  to  us  what  the  aggregate  waste  of  time  is  to  con- 
gress and  the  nation ; without  the  first,  our  presses  can* 
not  go  on — and  by  the  other,  the  “wheels  of  the  go- 
vernment” are  clogged..  And  it  is  a truth,  applicable 
to  all  persons,  in  every  situation,  that  one  act  of  pro- 
crastination perpetually  begets  another.  It  is  a habit 
that  grows  and  increases  outuff  its  own  sufferance.- 

He  also  refers  to  the  several  unsuccessful  attempts 
that  have  been  made  to  change  the  hour  of  meeting 
from  12  to  11  o’clock;  and  he  laughs  at  the  idea  of 
that  being  called  morning , at  Washington,  which  is 
meridian  or  afternoon  every  where  else.  I believe 
there  is  neither  noon,  forenoon,  or  afternoon,  at 
our  metropolis.  Some  one  there  perhaps,  has  ac- 
cidentally stumbled  on  the  passage  in  the  “good 
book”  which  says,  “the  morning  and  the  evening  was 
the  first  day,”  and  the  saying  in  that  book  has  been 
adopted,  out  of  the  great  respect  that  is  paid  to  it. 
Thus,  it  is  always  morning  at  Washington  until  candle* 
light,  unless  the  members  of  congress  have  dined  be>» 
fore  “the  world  is  wrapt  in  darkness;”  and  evening , 
until  the  sun  appears  again  above  the  horizon  to  make 
a new  morning.  There  is  “neither  day  or  night  there1’ 
— in  the  etiquette  of  the  place.  It  seems  to  me  that 
the  hour  of  meeting  ought  now  to  be  changed.  The 
(days  are  longer  than  they  were  when  congress  met, 
and  most, of  the  committees  have,  at  least,  arranged, 
if  they  have  not  disposed  of,  a large  part  of  their 
business.  But  now,  the  house  commences  its  labor 
at  that  period  of  the  day  when,  perhaps,  a majority  of 
the  people  of  the  United  States  have  more  than  half- 
finished  their  day’s  work,  and  are  about  to  sit  down 
to  their  mid-day  meal. 

Every  man  should  deprecate  hasty  legislation,  in 
ordinary  cases — in  all  these,  time  should  be  allowed 
to  such  as  really  seek  information:  but,  in  general,  the 
minds  of  the  members  are  made  up  on  the  leading 
principles  of  all  great  subjects  before  they  are  dis- 
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eussed,  from  a due  consideration  of  the  documents 
prepared  and  submitted  for  the  purpose;  and  it  is 
chiefly  in  the  details  that  they  can  be  benefitied  by 
much  speaking.  To  this  common  condition  of  things 
there  are  some  exceptions;  but  is  it  a matter  to  be 
doubted,  whether  a four-hours  speech  makes  one  cor-; 
vert  on  an  average;  yet  the  public  intelligence  is  some- 
times served  by  the  publication  of  such  speeches  ;and, 
oftentimes,  they  seem  as  if  meant  only  for  publication. 

But,  out  of  the  great  waste  of  time  and  indisposi- 
tion to  do  business,  arises  a most,  severe  oppression 
on  those  who  haxeprivate  claims  before  congress.  It 
is  impossible,  absolutely  impossible,  that  the  house  of 
representatives  should  understand  the  peculiar  merits 
of  one  out  of  fifty  of  these  claims;  for  to  go  into 
such  merits  would  occupy  the  whole  year,  year  after 
year,  and  still  leave  many  claims  and  petitions  not 
acted  upon — and,  therefore,  these  matters  are,  of  ne- 
cessity, left  pretty  much  with  the  respective  commit- 
tees. These  may  report,  session  after  session,  in  favor 
of  a claim  evidently  just — but  this  is  no  guarantee  that 
it  will  be  allowed;  it  is  put  off  and  put  off  until  nearly 
the  close  of  a session,  and  then  postponed  for  the  want 
of  time!  Tens  of  thousands  of  dollars  are  thus  an- 
nually lost  to  the  people  of  the  United  States;  and  per- 
sons have  to  dance  attendance  for  years,  whose  claims, 
if  against  an  honest  private  gentleman,  would  be  set- 
tled in  an  hour.  The  fact  is,  and  it  will  not  be 
denied,  that  there  are  cases  wherein  it  is  necessary 
to  apply  to  congress  for  redress,  which  are  as  plainly 
just  as  that  I ought  to  pay  a note  at  bank,  when  due, 
“for  value  received,”  that  cost  the  claimants  from  25 
to  50  per  cent,  of  the  amount  demanded  and  finally 
paid,  for  expenses  of  travelling  and  subsistence  in- 
curred in  prosecuting  the  same— I say  “prosecuting,” 
for  it  is  so.  I have  known  of  several  cases  of  this 
sort — one  in  which  I felt  deeply  interested  because 
of  a friend:  the  report  was  unhesitatingly  favorable 
to  him  at  not  less  than  three  sessions — I believe  four; 
and,  at  last,  he  got  the  money  due  him,  through  per- 
sonal influence  made  that  the  house  would  grant  time 
to  pass  on  the  report  andp-esolution  of  the  committee 
—and,  that  being  obtained,  the  whole  affair  was  settled 
in  a period  not  much  longer  than  it  has  cost  me  to  write 
this  paragraph.  No  one  was  disposed  to  dispute  the 
right  cf  the  claim — there  was  no  dispute  about  it;  but 
between  one  member  wishing  to  “get  up”  this  thing 
and  another  that,  the  worthy  man  was  almost  ruined 
by  delay.  Bills  of  this  nature  are  often  “laid  on  the 
table,”  that  is,  pul  asleep , which  may  have  cost  the 
committees  weeks  of  labor,  and  have  caused  the  in- 
dustrious of  them  “oft  to  trim  the  midnight  lamp;” 
and  succeeding  committees  have  had  nearly  all  the 
old  ground  to  go  over  again,  and  again  and  again.  Ev  ery 
body  recollects  the  claim  of  “Amy  Darden  for  Ii  er 
studhorse” — but,  after  seme  twelve  or  twenty  ye^s 


perseverance,  the  house  found  time  to  act  on  the  bill, 
and  the  old  lady  got  her  money;  and  the  house  got  rid 
of  an  affair  that  was  a common  subject  of  ridicule  on 
their  proceedings,  year  after  year. 

As  a republican,  I am  almost  ready  to  “glory”  in 
the  representative  ststem.  Every  one  that  feels 
the  essential  importance  of  preserving  that  system, 
should  be  jealous  of  the  honor  of  the  house  of  repre- 
sentatives, and  hedge  it  round  about  by  every  means 
in  his  power:  if  it  is  not  good— if  it  fails  to  an- 
swer thfe  great  purposes  of  its  institution — what  re- 
source have  we  left?  To  import  a few  royal  knaves. 
&>c.  male  and  female,  like  Alderney  bulls  and  cows 
or  of  the  long-horned  breed,  to  beget  and  raise  up 
among  us  kings  and  lords;  and  another  set  of  big-bel- 
lied  folks,  like  jackasses  from  the  Mediterranean  or 
bears  from  the  Arctic  seas,  to  build  up  an  established 
priesthood?  We  must  resort  to  something  of  this  sort, 
whenever  the  representative  system  shall  lose  its  vigor 
and  purity  of  operation.  The  freeman,  delegated  by 
his  equals,  to  represent  them  in  the  sovereign  power 
of  government,  should  always  recollect  that  he  is  no 
so  delegated  to  serve  himself,  and  that,  in  accepting 
the  place,  he  ceases  to  be  “his  own  man”  while  he 
holds  it,  being  a man  of  the  people.  If  this  were  felt 
j as  it  ought,  the  house  of  representatives  of  the  United 
States  would  surely  be  the  most  dignified  body  of  le* 
gislators  in  the  world — the  pride  of  their  country  and 
the  boast  of  all  men  who  love  liberty;  the  strongest 
point  in  the  government,  the  rallying  place  of  correct 
principles,  the  asylum  of  the  injured  or  the  oppressed, 
and  the  glory  of  the  age.  But  the  house  is  too  nume- 
rous by  nearly  one  half,  to  be  really  a house  of  busi- 
ness, and  the  amount  of  the  members  lessens  the  re- 
spectability and,  consequently,  the  responsibility,  of 
the  office.  What  proportion  of  the  present  members 
are  men  of  business — hardly  one  out  of  five.  And  some 
of  the  greatest  speakers  about  public  affairs,  are  the 
least  doers  of  what  relates  to  them.  There  are  many 
almost  silent  members  in  the  house,  who  labor  more 
than  five  times  their  number  of  talkers,  and  arc  of 
so  much  greater  use  to  the  nation.  It  is  not  these  who 
are  moving  for  adjournments, and  seeking  procrastina- 
tion, for  they  know  the  value  of  time,  and  have  respect 
to  the  interests  of  the  people,  deeply  concerned  that  it 
shall  not  he  wasted. 

These  are  subjects  of  tire  highest  importance  to  the 
country,  and  the  remedy  must  chiefly  lie  in  the  elec- 
tors themselves.  They  may  be  assured,  that  those 
who  idle  away  their  time  at  home  will  not  be  indus- 
trious at  Washington,  where  there  arc  so  many  more 
inducements  to  inaction;  and  they  should  also  recol- 
lect, that  to  make  a speech  is  one  thing  and  to  do  a 
good  act  is  another.  The  gentleman  whose  speeches 
are  listened  to  with  the  greatest  avidity,  does  no  pari 
of  the  business  cf  legislation,  except  to  give  bis  vote. 
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New  York.  It  will  be  seen  by  the  proceedings  of 
the  senate  of  this  state,  that  they  have  postponed  the 
electoral  bill  to  the  first  Monday  in  November  next;  that 
is,  rejected  it,  17  to  14 — notwithstanding,  on  the  same 
day,  a vote  prevailed,  18  to  13,  declaring  it  expedient 
that  the  people  should  elect  the  electors  of  president 
and  vice-president  by  a general  ticket.  As  this  vote 
was  in  opposition  to  the  language  of  the  report,  which 
declared  it  was  not  expedient  to  pass  the  bill  from  the 
assembly,  “or  any  other  bill ” to  change  the  mode  of  ap- 
pointing the  electors,  it  is  possible  that  some  bill  may 
yet  be  introduced  that  will  pass  both  houses;  for  it  is 
■fo  be  supposed  that  the  assembly  will  request  a com- 
inittee  of  conference. — and,  it  is  stated,  that  all  the 
members  of  the  legislature,  ehosenjat  the  late  election, 
twenty-six  excepted,  were  supported  with  a distinct 
view  to  the  passage  of  the  electoral  law  * 

This  result  has  produced  much  feeling  in  the  state, 
and,  from  the  vote  just  above  mentioned,  it  is  apparent 
that  a majority  of  the  senate  is  favorable  to  the  gener- 
al principle  contended  for  by  the  pepole;  and,  that  they 
ought  to  be  so,  is  self-evident  from  the  facts  I am  about 
to  state,  or  all  our  theory  about  the  right  and  power  of 
suffrage  is  fallacious  and  absurd — and  the  representa- 
tive system  is  subject  to  the  private  wills  of  those  who 
derive  authority  from  it!  That  the  senate  of  New 
York  had  a legal  rightf  to  reject  the  electoral  bill,  can- 
not be  denied — so  a man  may  have  it  to  remove  a poor 
bed-ridden  widow  from  his  house  and  tumble  her.  bed 
and  all,  into  the  street;  but  there  happily  is  a moral 
power  superior  to  that  of  the  law,  which  does  re- 
strain, and  should  restrain,  the  conduct  of  public  or 
private  persons. 

New  York  is  divided  into  eight  senatorial  districts, 
each  electing  four  members — and  these  members  are 
classed  so  that  one  of  the  four  goes  out,  or  must  be  re- 
elected, in  every  year,  in  each  of  the  districts  Mr. 
Gardiner  -was- chosen,  last  November,  in  the  district 
composed  of  the  city  and  county  of  New  York,  Suffolk, 
&c.  He  voted  for  the  electoral  law — but  his  three 
colleagues  from  the  same  district,  previously  elected, 
voted  against  it.  The  plain  palpable  question  that 
was  before  the  voters  of  this  district,  at  the  last  elec- 
tion, was,  whether  the  electors  of  president  should  be 
chosen  by  the  people  or  by  the  legislature,  and  Mr. 

*In  evidence  of  this  fact,  the  following  may  be  of- 
fered; by  yesterday’s  mail  I received  ten  newspapers 
fin  all)  from  the  interior  of  the  state  of  New  York — 
nine  of  them  decidedly  reprobated  the  proceedings  of 
the  senate,  and  these  are  the  names  of  them — Buffalo 
Journal,  Farmer’s  Advocate  (of  Bath),  Livingston 
Journal  (of  Gensco),  Owego  Gazette,  Geneva  Palla- 
dium, Seneca  Fanner,  Albany  Gazette,  Ontario  Free- 
man, Newburg  Gazette;  one, the  Ncwburg  Index,  had 
nothing  for  or  against  the  law;  but  there  was  not 
one  that  approved  of  its  rejection.  • 

fThe  thirteen  senators  of  Pennsylvania  had  the 
game  legal  right  in  1800 — but  w hat  did  ice  say  about 
the  exercise  of  ifa 


Gardiner  was  supported  because  he  stood  pledged  to 
vote  for  the  former  mode;  and  he  was  chosen  by  a 
large  majority,  though  his  opponent  was  only  su/qweted 
of  being  unfriendly  to  that  mode,  for  he  also  made  a 
public  declaration  in  favor  thereof;  yet  so  it  was, 
that  Mr.  Gardiner  was  not  only  elected,  but  obtained 
a majority  in  the  county  of  Suffolk — “old  Suffolk,” 
which  has  been  regarded  as  the  very  home  of  democracy 
in  the  state  of  N.  Y.  ever  since  parties  grew  up.  Now, 
j if  Mr.  Gardiner’s  three  colleagues  had  respected  the 
voice  of  the  people  of  their  district,  which  had  been 
so  expressed  that  they  could  not  mistake  its  import, 
the  vote  of  the  senate  would  have  been  exactly  re- 
versed, and  there  would  have  been  17  for  and  14  against 
the  electoral  law. 

But  further,  one  of  those  who  voted  against  the 
law,  in  every  3hape,  was  chosen  at  the  late  election 
because  he  t cas  friendly  to  the  passage  of  such  a law— 
as  appears  by  the  following  affidavit: 

Columbia  county,  ss. 

Francis  Burroughs  and  Jacob  Barringer,  of  the 
town  of  Livingston,  being  sworn,  say  that  they  were, 
a short  time  before  the  late  election,  appointed  as  a 
committee  to  wait  upon  Walter  C.  Livingston,  esq. 
now  a member  of  the  assembly,  and  ascertain  his 
sentiments  witii  regard  to  the  electoral  law.  That  they 
called  accordingly  upon  him,  when  he  deolared,  un- 
conditionally, and  in  express  language,  that  he  was  in 
favor  of  restoring  the  right  of  choosing  the  presiden- 
tial electors  to  the  people;  and,  if  elected,  he  said  he 
should  support  the  passage  of  the  law,  providing  for 
the  same,  to  the  utmost  of  his  ability.  And  these  de- 
ponents further  say,  that  the  said  Livingston  gave  them 
to  understand,  that  they  were  at  liberty  to  refute  any 
assertions  that  might  be  made  by  the  federalists,  that 
he  was  unfriendly  to  the  proposed  change  of  choosing 
the  electors.  And  further  the  deponents  say  not. 

Francis  Burroughs, 
Jacob  Barringer. 

Sworn  and  subscribed,  this  fourth  day  of  March, 
1824,  before  me, 

Sam’l  T.  B.  Planter,  Commissioner,  8,'e. 

If  Mr.  Livingston,  then, had  met  the  people’s  expec- 
tations, the  vote  in  the  senate  ought  to  have  stood  IS 
for,  and  13  against  the  law. 

Let  the  editor  of  the  Richmond  “Enquirer” — a co- 
lossus in  support  of  uthe  right  of  instruction ,”  take  up 
these  facts,  and  see  what  he  can  make  of  them.  Let 
all  who  have  metaphorically  said,  that  uthe  voice  of  the 
people  is  the  voice  of  God,”  make  a pause,  and  wonder  at 
such  proceedings.  The  citizens  of  New-York  have  ar- 
rived at  the  point  aimed  at  by  Mr.  Jefferson  when  he 
observed,  “sometimes  it  is  said  that  man  cannot  be 
trusted  with  the  government  of  himself.  Can  he,  then , 
be  trustedxcith  the  government  of  others ? Or  have  we  found 
angels , in  the  form  of  kings,  to  govern  him?  Let  his- 
tory answer  this  question.” 

The  result  of  the  decision  of  the  senate,  if  perse- 
vered in,  will  produce  a degree  of  excitement  and  of 
hostility  between  persons,  incompatible  with  this 
“aeraof  good  feelings;”  and  I hope  that  the  great,  and, 
! Had  like  to  have  said,  glorious  state  of  New-York, 
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which  ought  Vo  be  my  favorite  state,  if  any  such  I 
could  have*),  may  not  agree  to  be  vexed  by  political 
contests  that  will  weaken  her  strength  and  lessen  the 
respect  that  she  is  entitled  to  among  her  sister  com- 
monwealths of  the  union — but  fairly  and  fully  recur 
to  the  first  principle  of  republicanism,  that  the  will  of  a 
majority  of  the  people  is  the  supreme  law  of  the  land;  and 
that  all  which  stands  in  opposition  to  that  will,  is  re- 
pugnant TO  PRIVATE  HAPPINESS  AND  THE  PUBLIC  SAFE- 
TY. 

But  it  may  be  said — the  people  will  do  wrong!  It  is 
only  a majority  of  the  people  that  have  a right  to  do 
wrong — if  there  can  be  right  in  a wrong.  Who  is  to 
jtIdge  them?  The  Omnipotent  alone!  What  does  the 
brief,  but  grand  and  sublime,  preamble  to  the  consti- 
tution of  New-York  say?  It  is  in  these  words — they 
deserve  to  be  written  in  letters  of  gold: — uWe,  the 
people  of  the  state  of  New-York,  acknowledging,  with 
gratitude,  the  grace  and  beneficence  of  GOD,  in  per- 
mitting US  to  make  choice  of  our  form  of  government,  do 
establish  this  constitution.”  If  GOD  permits  the  estab- 
lishment of  the  constitution  itself  by  the  people,  shall 
the  senate,  acting  under  that  constitution,  refuse  to 
let  the  same  people  vote  for  electors  of  president  and 
vice-president  of  the  United  States?  Is  the  Creature 
of  the  people  to  become  their  god?  To  admit  this, 
would  be  to  admire  the  vnsdom  of  the  Israelites,  who 
first  suffered  Aaron  to  cheat  them  out  of  their  gold, 
and  then  worshipped  the  calf  that  he  had  made  out  of 
the  treasure  cunningly  extorted  from  themselves. 

Medals.  On  Tuesday  last,  the  president  of  the 
United  States,  in  the  circular  room  of  the  president’s 
house,  (a  great  number  of  distinguished  persons  at- 
tending to  witness  the  ceremony),  presented  to  gen. 
Jackson  the  gold  medal  voted  to  him  by  congress  for 
his  gallant  defence  of  New  Orleans;  and  at  the  same 
time,  to  judge  Tod,  of  the  supreme  court,  as  the  repre- 
sentative of  the  venerable  Shelby,  was  presented 
the  medal  that  had,  in  like  manner,  been  voted  to 
him  for  his  services  at  the  river  Thames,  when  the 
British  army,  under  gen.  Proctor,  was  captured.  We 
shall  give  the  particulars  hereafter. 

A king!  It  was  reported,  and  seems'to  have  been 
believed,  at  Buenos  Ayres,  that  France,  Spain  and 
England  had  entered  into  a coalition  to  compel  North 
America  to  accept  of  a king,  from  some  of  the  reign- 
ing dynasties!  We  will  not  accept  of  a king — not  even 
of  “King  Caucus,”  though  begotten  by  some  of  our- 
selves! 

“National  nomination.”  It  is  thus  that  the  “Al- 
bany Argus,”  heads  an  article  in  support  of  the  Wash- 
ington caucus.  A “national  nomination,”  made  by 
one  fourth  of  the  senators  and  representatives,  in 
congress,  though,  if  every  member  had  been  present, 
there  is  no  power  given  or  implied  by  which  their 
proceedings,  in  respect  to  this  matter,  could  have  as- 
sumed a national  character,  unless  they  followed  the 
will  of  the  people;  for  an  attempt  to  lead  it,  or  direct 
it,  must  necessarily  be  cmfi-national.  The  Pennsylva- 
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nia  address  to  the  citizens  of  the  United  States,  (in- 
serted in  the  present  sheet),  is  very  able  on  this  sub- 
ject. It  says  that  “a  congressional  caucus  would 
never  be  defensible  but  as  the  echo  of  the  voice  of  the 
great  republican  party  of  the  union” — “but  that  the 
late  unprecedented  assemblage  was  holden  in  direct 
hostility  to  every  usage  and  principle  of  the  democra- 
tic party,”  See. 

But,  in  proof  that  the  nomination  at  Washington  is 
a national  one,  and  as  such  will  receive  the  support  of 
the  people,  the  editors  of  the  “Argus”  approbate 
thatpolicy  in  New  York,  which  is  designed  to  prevent 
the  people  from  having  any  thing  to  do  with  the  nomi- 
nation at  all!  This  is  what  some  people  call  “going 
the  whole.”  The  phrase,  in  1798,  was  “up  to  the  hub.” 

President  Cooper  and  the  tariff.  We  have  al- 
ready stated  in  the  last  volume  of  the  Register,  page 
333,  that  Dr.  Cooper,  president  of  South  Carolina 
college,  had  written  an  elaborate  essay  against  the 
proposed  new  tariff,  and  he  was,  no  doubt,  the  author 
of  the  “Columbia  memorial”  opposed  to  it,  and  insert- 
ed in  the  same  volume  and  page.  In  consequence  of 
these  things,  the  editors  of  the  N.  Y.  Statesman  have 
made  and  published  copious  extracts  from  the  “Em- 
porium of  arts  and  sciences,”  edited  by  that  gentle- 
man, and  published  at  Philadelphia  in  1813,  at  which 
time  he  was  regarded  as  one  of  the  greatest  and  best, 
and  most  determined  friends  of  domestic  industry 
— and  this  I myself  know,  that  his  writings  did 
not  a little  contribute  to  confirm  the  opinions  that  I 
had  entertained  from  my  youth,  in  favor  of  the 
ground  that  I have  supported  for  so  many  years,  as  to 
the  right  and  necessity  of  encouraging  domestic  manu- 
factures. 

The  following  are  a few  brief  extracts  from  the 
“Emporium”  and  from  the  memorial,  contrasted — [I 
intended  to  have  printed  these  extracts  in  opposite  co- 
lumns— number  against  number,  but  neglected  to  give 
the  necessary  direction  until  too  late;  the  reader  will 
please  to  consider  these  as  so  placed.] 

From  the  Emporium. 

1.  “Our  agriculturalists  want  a home- market — ma- 
nufactures will  supply  it.  Agriculture,  at  great  dis- 
tances from  the  sea-ports,  languishes  for  the  want  of 
this.” 

,2.  “We  are  too  dependent  upon  Great  Britain  for 
articles  that  habit  has  converted  into  necessaries.  A 
state  of  Avar  demands  privations  that  a large  portion 
of  our  citizens  reluctantly  submit  to.  Home  manu- 
factures would  greatly  lessen  the  evil.” 

3.  “By  means  of  debts  incurred  for  foreign  manu- 
factures, Ave  are  almost  again  become  colonists — we 
are  too  much  under  the  influence,  indirectly,  of  Bri- 
tish merchants  and  British  agents — we  are  not  an  in- 
dependent people.  Manufactures  among  us  would 
tend  to  correct  this,  and  give  a stronger  tone  of  na- 
tionality at  home,  I greatly  value  the  intercourse  with 
that  country  of  pre-eminent  lcnoAvledge  and  energy, 
but  our  dependence  upon  it  is  often  so  great,  as  to  be 
oppressive  to  ourselves.” 

4.  “The  state  of  agriculture  would  improve  with 
the  improvement  of  manufactures,  by  means  of  the 
general  spirit  of  energy  and  exertion  which  no  Avhere 
exists  in  so  high  a degree  as  in  a manufacturing  coun- 
try; and  by  the  general  improvement  of  machinery, 
and  the  demand  of  raAV  materials.” 

5.  “The  introduction  of  manufactures  would  ex- 
tend knowledge  of  all  kinds,  particularly  scientificah 
The  elements  of  natural  philosophy  andpf  chemistry, 
now  form  an  indispensable  branch  of  education 
among  the  manufacturers  of  England.  They  cannot 
get  on  without  it.  They  cannot  understand  or  keep 
pace*with  the  daily  improvements  in  manufactures 
without  scientific  knoivledge;  and  scientific  know- 
ledge is  not  insulated;  it  must  rest  upon  previous 
learning;  The  tradesmen  of  Great  Britain,  at  this 
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day,  can  furnish  more  profound  thinkers  on  philoso- 
phical subjects,  more  acute  and  accurate  experimen- 
ters, more  real  philosophers  thrice  told,  than  all  Eu- 
Tope  could  afford  a century  ago.  I wish  that  were 
the  case  here,  but  it  is  not  so.” 

From  the  Columbia  Memorial. 

1.  “In  this  project  (the  tariff)  they  are  unable  to 
discover  any  attainable  object  of  national  good — it  con- 
templates a sudden,  violent  and  a ruinous  revolution 
in  the  agricultural  and  commercial  interests  of  the  na- 
tion.” 

2.  “Under  the  happy  influence  of  free  institutions, 
and  of  laws  interfering  as  rarely  as  possible  with  pri- 
vate interests,  enterprize,  skill  and  capital  have 
adopted  those  occupations  to  which  the  circumstances 
of  the  country  naturally  invited  them.”  “It  will  reduce 
ns  to  a state  of  things  not  less  calamitous  than  our 
internal  situation  during  a war,  preceded  by  an  em- 
bargo.” 

3.  “The  demand  in  Great  Britain  for  our  agricultu- 
ral products,  depends  upon  our  demand  for  her  manu- 
factured articles.  These  demands  are  mutual,  depen- 
dent, and  must  be  continued  or  discontinued  together; 
for,  even  if  a very  obvious  policy  did  not  suggest  to 
Great  Britain  the  propriety  of  countervailing  duties, 
she  would  be  unable  to  pay  for  the  raw  material  when 
we  cease  to  take  the  manufactured.” 

4.  “But,  it  is  said,  such  a system  will  render  us  in- 
dependent of  foreign  nations.  If  this  means  that  it  will 
dissolve  our  connection  with  the  society  of  nations, 
and  establish  us  in  a Chinese  seclusion,  we  answer 
that  it  is  neither  practicable  or  desirable.” 

5.  “Will  it  [the  tariff ] promote  either,  [the  wealth 
or  industry  of  the  country],  to  break  down  the  agri- 
cultural and  commercial  interests,  and,  (what  is  still 
more  to  be  deprecated),  to  excite  a permanent,  bitter 
and  uncompromising  spirit  of  hostility,  between  those 
who  languish  under,  and  those  wdio  enjoy  a detestable 
monopoly;  Or  has  a manufacturing  system  some  pe- 
culiar advantages  to  counterbalance  these  appalling 
results?  Docs  it  contribute  more  than  agriculture  to 
the  comforts,  health,  morals  or  intelligence  of  the 
laboring  class?  Does  it  make  more  spirited  citizens 
or  braver  soldiers?  Will  it  make  more  fit  heirs  for 
the  inheritance  and  trust  of  our  liberty?” 

These  are  sufficient.  Every  idea  in  the  “Memorial” 
might  thus  be  opposed  by  extracts  from  the  “Empo- 
rium.” 

Peale’s  portrait.  From  the  National  Intelligencer. 
If  any  doubt  existed  of  the  veri-semblance  of  Peale’s 
portrait  of  Washington,  the  following  testimony  of 
his  biographer  and  intimate  friend,  the  chief  justice 
of  the  United  States,  would,  we  should  think,  entire- 
ly remove  it: 

Washington , March  10,  1824. 

Sir:  I have  received  your  letter  of  yesterday,  and 
shall,  with  much  pleasure,  communicate  the  impres- 
sion I received  from  viewing  your  Washington. 

I have  never  seen  a portrait  of  that  great  man  which 
exhibited  so  perfect  a resemblance  of  him.  The  like- 
ness in  features  is  striking,  and  the  character  of  the 
whole  face  is  preserved  and  exhibited  with  wonderful 
accuracy.  It  is  more  Washington,  himself,  than  any 
portrait  of  him  I have  ever  seen. 

With  great  respect,  I am,  sir,  your  most  obedient, 

J.  Marshall. 

Rembrandt  Peale,  esq. 

William  Pitt.  In  a conversation  on  the  merits  of 
the  successive  British  ministers,  during  the  late  Euro- 
pean wars,  it  was  observed,  in  dispraise  of  Pitt,  that 
lie  suffered  no  man  of  talents  in  the  cabinet,  while 
some  of  his  successors  adopted  a more  liberal  system. 
“Sir,”  said  sir  P.  Francis,  in  his  peculiar  style,  “I 
owed  the  living  man  no  love;  but  I will  not  trample 
on  any  man  in  his  coffin.  Pitt  could  fear  no  antago- 


nist, and,  therefore,  could  want  no  auxiliary.  Jack- 
alls  prey  in  packs,  but  who  ever  heard  of  a hunting 
party  of  lions?” 

Office  hunting..  The  decease  of  col.  Freeman, 
late  fourth  auditor  of  the  treasury,  the  salary  of  which 
is  $3,000  a year,  has  caused  a great  stir  at  Washing- 
ton. There  are  said  to  be  about  fifty  applicants  for 
the  place,  among  whom  are  a dozen  or  two  members 
of  congress! 

British  newspapers.  The  stamp  duty  on  every 
newspaper  published  in  Great  Britain,  is  A\d.  Fifty 
or  sixty  years  ago,  it  was  only  a halfpenny.  The 
resent  duty  is  about  three  times  the  whole  cost  of  a 
aily  American  newspaper.  The  stamps,  of  all  sorts, 
yield  nearly  thirty  million  of  dollars  per  annum  to  the 
British  treasury.  Almost  all  public  papers,  or  con- 
tracts between  individuals,  require  to  be  stamped. 
.In  1766,  a British  newspaper  cost  2\d — the  price  now 
is  from  Id.  to  10J.  of  which  4±d.  goes  for  the  stamp. 

Indians.  We  regret  to  see  the  following  article  in 
the  Louisville  (Ky.)  Morning  Post,  of  the  2d  instant, 
as  well  for  the  sake  of  the  poor  Indians  themselves, 
as  on  account  of  our  citizens  located  on  the  frontier. 
No  doubt,  they  have  injuries  enough  to  complain  of; 
but  the  misfortune  is,  they  do  not  reason  on  them.  Sub- 
mission to  injustice  can  hardly  be  asked — ye  tit  is  not 
a small  matter  that  should  lead  them  to  hn  indulgence 
of  their  favorite  passion — revenge.  It  is  possible, 
that  redress  may  not  always  be  obtained  on  remon- 
strance; but  it  is  certain  that  it  cannot  be  had  in  any 
other  way — and  they  ought  to  act  on  the  necessity  of 
the  case. 

We  have  conversed,  (says  the  Morning  Post,)  with 
an  intelligent  gentleman,  just  arrived  from  Missouri, 
who  states  that  much  alarm  was  entertained  by  the 
inhabitants  upon  the  frontier  as  to  the  hostile  intentions 
of  the  Indians.  Their  conduct  lately  had  excited  con- 
siderable suspicion,  and  fears  were  entertained  that 
they  had  joined  in  a very  extensive  conspiracy  to  make 
war  upon  the  white  settlers.  The  forces  stationed  in 
that  part  of  the  country  were  healthy,  and  watching 
the  movements  of  the  Indians;  but  it  was  thought  the 
present  force  was  not  sufficient  to  keep  these  daring 
and  restless  people  in  check,  particularly  if  the  con- 
spiracy should  prove  as  extensive  as  it  was  feared. 
There  are  not  more  than  three  thousand  men  to  guard 
a territory  of  nearly  five  thousand  miles,  and  keep 
in  check  upwards  of  twenty  thousand  warriors,  which 
can  be  brought  into  the  field  by  the  suspected  tribes. 
It  would,  no  doubt,  be  the  means  of  preventing  much 
bloodshed,  if  the  government  would  send  an  addi- 
tional number  of  troops  to  preserve  the  peace  of  ike 
frontiers. 

Pennsylvania.  A bill  providing  for  the  appoint- 
ment of  a board  of  commissioners  for  the  promotion 
of  the  internal  improvements  of  the  state  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, passed  the  third  Reading  in  the  house  of  repre- 
sentatives of  that  state,  on  the  13th  instant,  by  a vote 
of  56  to  34.  This  bill  directs: 

1.  The  survey  of  a route  fora  canal  from  the  Sus- 
quehannah  to  the  Schuylkill  river,  through  Lancaster 
and  Chester  counties. 

2.  The  survey  of  two  routes  between  the  Susquc- 
hannahand  the  Alleghany  rivers. 

Three  commissioners  to  be  appointed  with  power 
to  appoint  assistants,  &c. 

Virginia.  The  bill  to  extend  the  charter  of  the 
Farmers’  bank  of  Virginia,  which  lias  been  long  pend- 
ing in  the  legislature  of  that  state,  has  finally  become 
a law.  It  extends  the  charter  fifteen  years ; for  which 
extension  the  bank  is  to  pay  a bonus  of  $50,000  by  th» 
first  of  May,  to  the  board  of  public  works — the  stock 
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held  by  the  state  not  to  pay  any  part  of  the  bonus,  always  stamped  with  the  names  of  the  maker  and 
The  board  of  public  works  is  to  loan  to  the  university,  bleacher,  while  the  latter  are  only  stamped  with  that 
for  one  year,  the  sum  of  $50,000  if  the  bank  shall  of  the  bleacher.  * * 

receive  satisfactory  assurances  that  the  said  sum  shall  

be  reimbursed  out  of  the  debt  due  by  the  United  States.  „ „ _ „ „ „ . 

This  act  is  highly  auspicious  to  the  university,  the  ~ Barbarism.  From  Degrand  s Boston  Price  Current r 
commencement  of  whose  operations  it  will  ensure  °/  before  last.  “A  funeral  was  to  take  place 

and  hasten.  ' . Lancv’s  boarding  house,  (situated  within  the 

| jail  limits),  on  Thursday.  The  dead  body  xoas , however, 

Louisiana,  The  legislature  has  passed  a bill,  spe- 1 (^este<[i  tyth*  fongs  of  the  statute  mortgaging  it  to  a ere - 
Cially  authorizing  aliens  to  hold  military  commissions, ! ? <”*•  Gen  lemen,  learned  in  the  law,  were  consulted. 
a!nd  making  them  eligible  to  the  highest  military  com- 1 ^ was  decided  11  should  not  be  buried;  and 

taiand  in  the  state,  when  such  command  is  unconnect- 
ed with  a civil  office.  The  Louisiana  Advertiser,  pub- 
lished at  New  Orleans,  expresses  great  indignation 
it  the  conduct  of  the  legislature,  and  regrets  that  the 
reas  and  nays  were  not  taken  on  the  passage  of  the 
bill. 

A considerable  debate  took  place  in  the  house  of 
•fepresentatives,  on  the  3d  of  February,  on  the  third 
■reading  of  a bill,  to  authorize  the  heirs  of  Mary  P. 

Thomas,  to  emancipate  certain  slaves.  The  bill  final- 
ly passed,  with  a provision,  that  all  persons  mention- 


so  it  was  left  at  Mr.  Lancy’s,  being  denied  a burial! 

N.  B. — It  is  reported  that,  to  evade  the  laic,  a com- 
plaint was  entered  against  the  body,  us  a nuisance ; 
that  the  board  of  health  resorted  to  the  spot,  and, 
smelling  of  the  body  and  finding  it  offensive,  they 
ordered  that  the  body  of  this  unfortunate  man  should 
be  removed,  because  it  was  a nuisance;  and  it  is  now 
doubted  whether  this  is  or  is  not  a.  legal  order! I — Does 
not  humanity  shudder,  when  we  are  told  “that  nothing 
better  than  the  present  system  can  be  devised?” 
ftCpSo  fox  Mr.  Degrand — there  is  an  old  English 


iy  L»a3?cu,  \v  lui  d lu  ljlacm.  u-ii  uci  cuiia  uiv.  ULLUil-’  -»  / 3 1 . - __  . , ^ c- 

Si  in  it,  who  should  emancipate  their  slaves,  should  fw>  (and  “ ,h“  t,e®"  ®§P1,eJ  UI!Ited 
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sjive  bonds  in  the  sum  of  1,000  dollars,  fo 
‘behaviour  of  such  slaves,  till  the  age  of  thirty. 

Canada.  From  the  New  York  Gazette,  March  13.  On 
i&e  question,  in  the  provincial  assembly  in  Lower  Ca- 
nada, of  concurring  in  the  address  from  the  legislative 
council,  praying  bis  majesty’s  government  not  to  al- 
low the  navigation  in  tile  St.  Lawrence  to  the  Ameri- 
cans, tho  vote  was  yeas  2,  nays  19.  The  Canadians 
^re  well  aware  that  it  is  a great  benefit  to  the  colony 
•to  allow  us  a free  navigation  on  the  St.  Lawrence. 

Ireland.  Since  the  year  1S01  there  has  been  ex- 
pended in  Ireland,  the  enormous  sum  of  833,672 1.  in 
■gifts  and  loans  for  churches — that  is,  of  the  established 
jeligion,  which  is  professed  by  a very  small  part  of 
•the  people  only,  though  nil  are  compelled  to  contri- 
bute to  its  support,  “Gifts  and  loans”  of  the  govern- 
tpient  are  alluded  to,  and  are  extra  matters., 

GOVERNORS  OP  VIRGINIA, 


for  the  arrest  of  dead  bodies  for  the  benefit  of  creditors: 
[ but  it  appears  that,  in  the  ease  above  stated,  those  who 
were  securities  for  the  appearance  of  the  deceased, 
felt  the  proceeding  necessary  to  exonerate  themselves 
from  the  obligation  to  produce  his  person  in  court. 
We  had  thought  that  a general  proof  of  decease  was 
sufficient. 


Patrick  Henry 

1776 

Thomas  J efferson 

1779 

Thomas  Nelson 

1781 

Benjamin  Harrison 

1782 

Patrick  Henry 

1785 

Edmond  Randolph 

1786 

Beverly  Randolph 

17SS 

Henry  Lee 

1791 

Robert  Broothe 

179! 

James  Wood 

1797 

James  Monrpe 

1800 

John  Page 

1803 

William  H.  Cabell 

1806 

John  Tyler 

1S09 

James  Monroe 

1810 

6eorge  W.  Smith 

1811  (burnt  in  theatre) 

James  Barbour 

1S12 

Wilson  Cary  Nicholas 

1814 

James  P.  Preston 

1816 

Thomas  M.  Randolph 

IS^O 

James  Pleasants,  jr. 

1822 

American  cottons. 

The  Providence  Journal  states, 

ihat  brown  cotton  sheetings  and  shirtings,  of  fine 
thread  but  poor  stock,  are  imported  into  this  country, 
where  they  are  bleached,  and  thus  obtain  the  stamps 
of  American  bleachers.  The  goods  are  then  brought 
into  the  market  as  American;  and,  on  account  of  the 
superior  durability  of  American  cloths,  obtain  the 
preference.  Purchasers  may  distinguish  between 
the  Buperior  c-loths  by  observing,  that  the  former  are 


Shocking  relation.  A letter  from  Para,  Brazil, 
Nov.  24,  received  in  England,  relates  a most  horrible- 
occurrence  on  board  of  the  prison  ship,  which  con- 
tained about  256  individuals.  About  nine,  of  the  night 
of  the  10th,  the  sentinels  on  deck  heard  a great  noise 
below,  and  repeatedly  ordered  quietness,  without  ef- 
fect. In  a short  time  they  found  the  prisoners  were 
forcing  the  hatches,  and  they  immediately  fired'  one 
or  two  vollies  among  them,  after  which  every  tiling 
was  quiet.  In  the  morning  they  took  off  the  hatches  to 
remove  the  dead,  if  any,  when  they  found  only  four 
out  of  the  256  alive!  The  place  presented  a most 
appalling  spectacle  of  lacerated  and  mangled  bodies. 
Some  had  their  eyes  thrust  out;  the  tongues  of  some 
hung  out  of  their  mouths ; other  had  their  ribs  stove  in ; 
others  their  mouths  torn  ear  from  ear.  Some  were 
hanging  by  their  hammock  string  by  the  neck;  others 
by  their  middle,  with  their  heads  down;  and  some 
had  undergone  mutilation  too  horrible  to  be  described. 
The  writer  had  this  account,  at  which  human  nature 
shudders,  from  an  eye  witness,  the  first  lieutenant  of 
the  brig,  who  was  first  on  board  in  the  morning.  It 
appears  the  carnage  commenced  by  a party  of  them 
wishingTo  murder  all  the  Europeans  who  were  their 
fellow  prisoners,  (about,  perhaps,  10  or  12  in  number), 
but,  that  being  in  the  dark,  they  despatched  many  who 
were  not,  which  excited  ill-blood. ~ They  did  not, 
moreover,  all  agree  upon  escaping  by  force,  which 
increased  the  animosity  amoDg  them,  and  a mutual 
massacre  of  the  most  savage  nature  commenced ; for 
they  had  no  edged  weapons,  nor  any  thing  but 
their  hands  and  their  hammock  ropes.  They  were 
all  naked,  their  clothes  being  torn  from  their  hacks. 
They  had  piled  up  the  dead  bodies  under  the  hatches- 
to  form  a kind  of  platform  to  enable  them  to  reach  the 
gratings,  and  most  of  these  were  Europeans.  About 
20  were  killed  by  the  discharge  of  musketry.  The 
four  who  were  found  alive  had  hidden  themselves  un- 
der water  casks  at  the  commencement  of  the  fray, 
and  had  not,  it  appeared,  suffered  in  health.  One 
man  was  found  nearly  strangled,  yet  still  alive;  but  he 
died  on  the  way  to  the  hospital,  from  a slight  fall. 


^Another  account  supposes  they  had  destroyed  each 
other  in  a fit  of  insanity  or  desperation. 
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Great  Trees.  The  Louisiana  Journal  says — We 
have  how  before  us  an  account  of  a mammoth  white 
cab,  cut  on  Mr.  Saber’s  land,  in  Virginia,  the  dimen-  ; 
sions  of  which  were  as  follows:  I 

“The  stump  measured  4 feet  10  inches  across  ana  ! 
14  feet  6 inches  in  circumference.  When  dressed  to  I 
haul  home,  3 feet  4 inches  at  butt,  3 feet  2 inches  at 
the  top,  and  25  feet  long.  It  was  ascertained  to 
"Weigh  six  tons.” 

Compared  with  the  above,  we  have  now  growing 
in  this  parish,  a sassafras  which  measures  13  feet  in 
circumference,  diminishing  very  little  to  the  height 
of  about  15  feet.  A sweet  gum  which  measures  17 
feet  in  circumference,  and  diminishing  little  in  size 
to  the  height  of  25  feet — and  a yellow  poplar,  measur- 
ing at  the  height  of  6 feet  from  the  ground  27  feet, 
and  tapering  gradually  at  least  30  feet,  at  which  height, 
we  presume,  it  would  measure  not  less  than  15  feet  in 
circumference.  The  oak  of  every  description  grows 
to  an  extraordinary  size,  but  we  have  never  known 
any  of  the  larger  ones  measured. 

“The  great  oak  at  Pansanger,”  in  England,  is  thus 
described  in  a late  London  paper — no  doubt,  there 
arc  many  in  the  United  States  that  are  equally  large; 
for,  though  our  country  is  called  “young,”  we  have 
as  old  trees,  and  as  many  of  them  too,  as  any  body 
else — “This  favorite  of  Pan,  and  pride  of  our  native 
woods,  is  now  flourishing  in  its  pristine  vigor,  at  the 
noble  seat  of  the  earl  of  Cowper,  in  Hertfordshire. 
The  following  account  of  its  dimensions  was  taken 
May  6th,  18 22 — Girth,  2 feet  from  the  ground,  20  feet 
9 inches;  8F  feet  up,  17  feet  6 inches;  15  feet  up,  17 
feet  6 inches;  25  feet  up  and  8 feet  above  the  first 
branch,  15  feet  four  inches.  Length  of  the  trunk  SO 
feet;  height  of  the  tree  about  90  feet.  Diameter,  2 j 
feet  from  the  ground,  6 feet  11  inches.  Contents:  cu-  ; 
bicof  the  trunk,  684^  feet — of  one  arm,  84  feet;  29  I 
other  boughs,  371  feet;  quantity  of  timber  in  the  tree,  I 
1 139£  feet,  or  twenty  two  loads  thirty  nine  fed  and  a half,  j 
The  boughs  extent  to  the  north,  30  feet  from  the  trunk;  j 
to  the  south,  58  feet;  to  the  east,  52  feet;  and  to  the 
west  3S  feet  6 inches.  It  is  considered  the  noblest  j 
oak  in  the  kingdom,  has  not  a single  dead  branch  about  j 
it,  and  is  perfectly  sound  from  the  root  to  the  top.  j 
There  is  every  reason  to  believe  that  it  is  of  great  age;  ! 
memory  can  trace  it  beyond  one  hundred  years,  and  1 
at  that  time  it  was  known  as  the  Pansanger  great  oak.  j 
Within  the  last  fifty  years  it  has  increased  about  one 
third  in  its  solid  contents.” 

PRESIDENTIAL. 

JC'p’The  proceedings  in  the  senate  of  New -York 
on  the  electoral  bill,  are  inserted  in  page  44. 

Old  times.  I believe  that  every  newspaper,  now  in 
existence,  which  resisted  the  progress  of  things  in 
1798,  is  against  caucus.  I cannot  call  to  mind  one, 
(though  the  editors  of  most  of  them  have  “departed  | 
from  works  to  rewards”),  which  is  not  on  the  side  of 
the  people — as  it  was  “uuld  lang  syne.” 

Virginia.  It  will  be  seen  by  what  follows,  that  a 
ticket,  favorable  to  the  election  of  Mr.  Clay,  lias  been 
formed  in  Virginia — he  has  many  friends  in  that  state, 
A meeting  has  also  been  held  at  Fredericksburg,  Phi- 
lip Harrison,  esq.  chairman,  and  William  F.  Gray,  esq. 
secretary,  at  which  Mr.  Adams  was  named  for  the 
presidency,  and  gen.  Jackson  for  the  vice-presidency. 
There  are  fresh  indications  every  day  that  many  of 
the  voters  of  this  state  arc  opposed  to  caucus — pro- 
bably, even  at  this  time,  a majority;  and,  if  a ticket 
were  brought  forward,  to  be  composed  of  honorable 
men,  unpledged,  except  that  they  would  oppose  the 
caucus  nomination,  I am  advised  that  it  would  prevail. 
The  present  great  effort  of  the  people  should  be  to 
resist  that  proceeding — it  matters  less  who  is  elected 
president,  than  that  a set  of  men,  by  “combination” 
ifid  “cabal  ” as  Mr.  Galc3  hid  it,  should  make  one. 


North  Carolina.  A meeting  has  been  held  of  the 
citizens  of  Cabarrus  county,  N.  C.  Among  others, 
the  follow  ing  proceedings  were  had — 

On  motion  of  gen.  Paul  Barringer,  a committee  of 
five  persons,  consisting  of  William  S.  Allison,  gen. 
Paul  Barringer,  James  A.  Means  esq.  James  M. 
Hutchison,  esq.  and  Alphonso  Alexander,  esq.  was 
appointed  to  draft  resolutions ; and  the  following  were 
submitted,  viz: 

Resolved,  That  we  are  opposed  to  caucus  nomina- 
tions, either  in  congress  or  the  state  legislature,  by 
which  electors  are  nominated  to  vote  for  president 
and  vice  president  of  the  United  States.  Which  re- 
solution was  unanimously  adopted. 

Resolved,  That  we  will  support  gen.  Jackson,  J.  C. 
Calhoun,  or  John  Q.  Mams,  for  the  presidency,  in  op- 
position to  William  H.  Crawford.  Which  was  op- 
posed, when,  on  motion  of  James  M.  Hutchison,  the 
resolutions  were'  explained,  and  a question  submitted 
to  the  meeting,  in  the  following  manner,  viz : whether 
would  we  prefer,  gen.  Jackson  to  William  H.  Craw- 
ford, or  not?  This  was  determined  unanimously  in 
favor  of  gen.  Jackson.  A second  was  then  submitted, 
whether  the  meeting  would  prefer  Mr.  Calhoun  to 
Mr.  Crawford,  which,  like  the  foregoing,  resulted 
unanimously  in  favor  of  Mr.  Calhoun,  with  the  excep- 
tion of  one  vote.  A third  was  then  submitted,  to  give 
a full  explanation  of  the  second  resolution,  whether 
wc  would  prefer  J.  Q.  Adams  to  William  FI.  Crawford 
or  not?  which  resulted  unanimously  in  favor  of  Mr. 
Adams. 

The  second  resolution  was  then  adopted,  with  the 
above  exception. 

Ohio.  The  town  of  Zanesville  appears  to  have  been 
in  considerable  commotion  on  the  28th  ult.  in  conse- 
quence of  a meeting  called  in  one  of  the  papers,  to  con- 
sider the  propriety  of  supporting  the  persons  named 
for  president  and  vice-president  by  the  caucus  at 
Washington.  Gen.  Samuel  Herrick  was  in  the  chair, 
and  E.  T.  Cox  appointed  secretary.  Several  motions 
were  offered,  disapproving  the  caucus,  and  others 
that  the  meeting  should  adjourn.  These  not  being  dis- 
posed of  in  any  way,  loud  calls  were  made  for  a new 
chairman  and  secretary — at  length  they  retired,  and 
the  meeting  chose  Appleton  Downer,  chairman,  and 
David  Chambers  secretary — when  resolutions  were 
passed  disapprobatory  of  the  caucus — because  the 
reasons  that  formerly  rendered  such  a proceeding  ne- 
cessary do  not  exist — because  a great  majority  of  the 
democratic  party  are  opposed  to  it — because  the  late 
meeting  at  Washington  goes  to  substitute  the  will  of 
the  minority  as  the  governing  principle,  &c.  The 
party  that  retired,  however,  held  a meeting,  at  which 
were  passed  sundry  resolutions  favorable  to  the  cau- 
cus, because  it  was  necessary  to  concentrate  the  re- 
publican strength — because  there  were  five  candidates 
for  the  presidency,  and  that  a final  vote  in  the  house 
of  representatives  should  be  avoided — so  the  nomina- 
tion of  William  II.  Crawford  and  Albert  Gallatin  was 
approved  of.  The  last  meeting  was  composed  of  about 
thirty  persons — the  other  of  one  hundred  and  eleven: 
so  says  the  “Ohio  Republican.” 

Pennsylvania.  Address  of  the  committee  of  ihc  Har- 
risburg convention,  to  the  citizens  of  the  United  Stales,  re- 
commending to  their  support  the  distinguished  citizens, 
whom  the  convention  selected  us  candidates  for  president 
and  vice  president. 

The  convention  of  delegates,  chosen  by  the  demo- 
cratic party  of  Pennsylvania,  to  form  an  electoral 
ticket,  for  the  offices  of  president  and  vice  president, 
have  now  performed  that  duty.  We  have  been  ap- 
pointed by  this  convention  a committee  to  express 
their  sentiments  on  the  approaching  presidential  elec- 
tion. It  is  a subject  of  momentous  magnitude,  and 
demands  the  serious  attention  of  the  American  peo- 
ple. 'jphe  decision  may  involve  the  union  and  con- 
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tinned  ascendency  of  the  democratic  party,  and  may 
vitally  affect  our  foreign  and  domestic  relations. 

A nomination  of  candidates  for  these  important  of- 
fices has  been  made  by  a small  portion  of  the  repub- 
lican members  of  congress;  and  the  party  has  been 
called  upon  to  unite  in  their  support.  We  do  not 
design  to  attack  the  characters  of  the  individuals  no- 
minated at  Washington,  nor  impugn  the  motives  which 
induced  many  highly  respectable  gentlemen  to  enter 
•into  a caucus,  composed  of  a small  minority  of  the  re- 
publican members  of  congress:  we  will  only  briefly, 
trnt  frankly,  declare  our  reasons  for  dissenting  from 
the  nomination. 

A congressional  caucus  could  never  be  defensible 
but  as  the  echo  of  the  voice  of  the  great  republican 
party  of  the  union.  It  has  hitherto  consisted  of  a large 
'majority  of  the  democratic  members  of  congress,  com- 
posed of  the  friends  of  all  the  candidates,  entering 
ihto  caucus,  and  surrendering  their  personal  predilec- 
tions on  the  altar  of  republican  ascendency.  But  the 
late  unprecedented  assemblage  was  holden  in  direct 
hostility  with  every  usage  and  principle  of  the  demo- 
cratic party.  It  had  no  party  object  in  view;  it  was 
not  a meeting  to  concentrate  the  party  in  support  of 
the  most  deserving  of  the  candidates,  but  a meeting 
of  the  friends  of  a single  individual,  held  in  utter  dis- 
regard and  defiance  of  the  known  wishes  of  the  de- 
mocratic party  in  congress  and  throughout  the  union. 
A very  large  majority  of  the  democratic  members  of 
congress,  influenced  by  either  the  known  wishes  of 
their  constituents,  by  their  own  disapprobation  of  con- 
gressional caucusses,  or  of  their  expediency  under 
existing  circumstances,  had  refused  to  attend,  and 
the  minority  should  not  have  attempted  to  force  them 
into  a nomination;  or,  when  they  had  assembled  and 
discovered  the  paucity  of  their  numbers,  it  was  their 
duty  to  have  adjourned.  It  could  not  be  supposed  that 
the  friends  of  all  the  other  candidates  would  yield 
their  pretensions;  that  the  majority  could  submit  to 
the  nomination  of  a minority.  Such  a meeting  of 
the  friends  of  an  individual  might  distract  and  divide, 
but  could  never  harmonize  and  unite  the  democratic 
party.  Hitherto,  in  a contest  between  the  federal  and 
democratic  parties,  Pennsylvania  may  have  submitted 
to  a general  caucus  of  the  democratic  members.  But 
she  deems  it  not  only  her  right,  but  her  duty,  to  op- 
pose a nomination  by  a minority,  without  a single 
usage  or  precedent  to  rest  upon;  violating  the  funda- 
mental principles  of  democracy,  and  leading  to  the 
certain  dissolution  of  the  republican  party. 

The  friends  of  the  late  nomination  at  Washington 
would  wish  to  rest  their  acts  upon  the  express  assent 
of  the  democratic  party,  and  triumphantly  point,  to. 
the  proceedings  of  the  state  legislatures,  even  that  of 
Pennsylvani  a,  as  a recognition  of  their  authority.  The 
legitimate  functions  of  legislative  bqdies  are  the 
enactment  of  laws.  As  citizens,  they  have  a right  to 
entertain  and  to  express  their  sentiments  upon  any 
political  subject;  but  it  is  to  their  constituents,  to  the 
democratic  party,  that  representatives  in  congress 
should  look  for  their  authority  to  nominate  executive 
officers.  The  people  are  the  only  source  of  the  elec- 
tive sovereignty,  and  np  intermediate  and  unauthoriz- 
ed agencies  should  be  permitted  to  control  or  direct 
their  wishes.  But  even  a legislative  expression  had 
not  been  obtained  from  a single  state  in  favor  of  a 
•partial  caucus.  And  we  think  that  when  the  senti- 
ments of  our  sister  states  are  expressed  upon  the  late 
proceedings  at  Washington,  its  friends  will  find  that 
they  have  as  entirely  mistaken  their  wishes,  as  they 
have  done  those  of  Pennsylvania. 

Having,  we  hope,  demonstrated  that  it  is  not  only 
the  right,  but  the  duty,  of  the  republican  party  to  op- 
pose the  nomination  of  a partial  caucus,  we  will  now 
submit  our  reasons  for  the  decided  preference  enter- 
tained by  the  democracy  of  Pennsylvania  for  Andre  w 


Jackson  as  president,  and  John  C.  Calhoun  as  vice 
president  of  the  United  States. 

The  present  is  a most  interesting  period  in  the  his- 
tory of  our  republic.  A contest  must  shortly  take 
place  that  may  severely  test  the  durability  of  our  free 
institutions;  one  that  may  shake  the  union  to  its  centre. 
At  least  four  candidates  are  still  contending  for  the 
presidency.  The  friends  of  each  are  ardent,  zealous 
and  active,  and,  as  the  crisis  approaches,  the  public 
mind  is  inflamed.  The  union  is  no  longer  actuated 
by  one  soul,  and  hound  together  by  one  entirety  of 
interest.  Local  and  sectional  prejudices  are  enlisted, 
and  the  hostile  parties  are  arraying  their  forces  with 
increasing  animosity.  It  becomes  then  a subject  of 
startling  magnitude,  who  among  the  candidats  has  the 
strongest  hold  upon  the  affections  of  the  people ; whose 
success  would  give  most  universal  satisfaction,  and 
tend  to  harmonize  and  unite  these  discordant  interests. 
It  seems  to  be  admitted  that,  if  the  president  was 
elected  immediately  by  the  people,  general  Jackson 
would  be  the  successful  candidate.  What  alarming 
consequences  would  follow,  should  any  combination 
be  permitted  to  control  the  public  will?  An  army 
of  legislators,  combined  to  withhold  from  the  people 
the  elective  franchise,  would  he  more  formidable 
than  the  sword  or  bayonet. 

The  people  would  rise  with  recuperative  energy ; 
the  reaction  would  he  irresistible;  the  country  would 
be  arrayed  against  the  administration,  by  the  elec- 
tions to  congress ; one  branch  of  the  government  would 
soon  be  placed  in  bitter  opposition  to  another,  and 
collisions  might  ensue  that  would  rend  the  union  as- 
sunder.  No  man  can  he  a patriot,  or  a democrat,  who 
would  attempt  the  dangerous  experiment  of  suppres- 
sing the  will  of  the  people  on  so  important  a subject. 

For  twenty-four  years  none  hut  a secretary  of  the 
cabinet  has  been  elevated  to  the  presidency.  We 
do  not  object  to  the  distinguished  democrats  who 
have  holden  or  are  now  contending  for  this  station; 
but  we  do  object  to  the  uninterrupted  continuance  of 
a secretary  dynasty.  The  period  has  surely  arrived 
when  a president  should  be  selected  from  the  ranks  of 
the  people.  If  it  has  not,  how  soon  will  the  secreta- 
ries claim,  by  usage  and  prescription,  the  exclusive 
right  of  nomination,  and  from  the  powerful  patronage 
in  their  gift  he  too  likely  to  obtain?  This  artificial 
system  of  cabinet  succession  to  the  presidency  is  little 
less  dangerous  and  anti-republican  than  the  hereditary 
monarchies  of  Europe.  If  a link  in  this  chain  of  suc- 
cessive secretary  dynasties  be  not  broken  now,  then 
may  we  be  fettered  by  it  forever.  Andrew  Jackson 
comes  pure,  untrammelled  and  unpledged,  from  the 
bosom  of  the  people. 

The  limits  of  an  address  will  not  permit  us  to 
sketch  his  brilliant  civil  and  military  career.  His 
two  elder  brothers  fell  in  the  revolution,  and  Andrew 
Jackson,  the  last  survivor  of  his  race,  at  the  early  age 
of  fourteen,  was  taken  prisoner.  His  subsequent 
military  services  it  is  unnecessary  to  delineate.  They 
are  well  known  and  duly  appreciated  by  a grateful 
people. 

Nor  is  he  less  distinguished  in  civil  than  in  military 
stations.  At  a very  early  age  he  was  appointed  at- 
torney general  of  the  south-west  territory;  when  that 
territory  was  admitted  into  the  union  as  the  state  of 
Tennessee,  he  bore  an  able  and  distinguished  part  in 
the  convention  which  framed  for  her  the  most  demo- 
cratic constitution  in  the  union.  In  1797,  he  was  elect- 
ed the  first  representative  of  Tennessee  in  congress, 
and  in  1793  to  the  senate  of  the  U.  States.  As  a mem- 
ber of  that  body,  during  the  trying  period,  emphati- 
cally called  the  reign  of  terror,  which  preceded  the 
political  revolution  of  1800,  he  was  a zealous  and 
elficient  opponent  of  the  federal  administration  of 
John  Adams.  On  resigning  his  seat  in  the  senate  of 
the  United  States,  he  was  chosen  judge  of  the  supreme 
I court  of  Tennessee;  at  the  close  of  his  military  ser- 
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vices,  governor  of  Florida;  and  is  now  re-elected  to 
the  senate  of  the  union.  He  lias  discharged  all  these 
important  offices  with  great  ability,  with  unsullied  in- 
tegrity; and,  reckless  of  hardships,  of  danger,  or  even 
of  reputation,  has,  in  every  station,  whether  civil  or 
military,  acted  with  fearless  devotion  to  his  country’s 
service. 

The  character  of  no  man  has  been  so  much  misun- 
derstood as  that  of  Andrew  Jackson.  He  has  been 
represented  as  a rash  and  desperate  military  chieftain, 
regardless  of  the  laws  and  constitution  of  his  country. 
No  statement  is  more  unfounded  in  fact.  Andrew 
Jackson  is  firm  and  decisive  in  executing  his  plans, 
but  cautious,  prudent  and  deliberate  in  forming  them, 
and  cool  and  collected  in  the  hour  of  danger.  If 
success  be  any  criterion  of  skill  and  prudence,  the  im- 
mortal Washington  was  not  so  invariably  successful 
as  the  hero  of  Orleans.  Victory  has  always  perched 


ing  in  their  past  success.  Naples,  Portugal  and  Spain 
are  settled  in  the  calm  of  despotism,  and  the  sombre 
monuments  of  superstition  are  elevated  over  the  tombs 
of  martyrs  and  the  ruins  of  constitutional  govern- 
ments. The  light  of  Grecian  liberty  must  be  extin- 
guished, as  “a  torch  of  discord  thrown  into  the  Otto- 
man empire.”  The  conflict  between  the  oppressor 
and  the  oppressed  will  not  be  confined  to  Europe. 
The  fleets  and  armies  of  the  holy  allies  embark  for 
American  coasts.  American  republics,  bordering  up- 
on our  own  country,  must  be  resubjugated.  The  ve- 
teran patriot,  who  presides  over  the  destinies  of  our 
country,  has  declared  that  we  must  resist,  and  the  na- 
tion sanctions  the  declaration.  Nor  are  we  left  to 
blind  conjecture  as  regards  the  light  in  which  this 
country  is  viewed  by  the  despots  of  Europe.  One  of 
their  ambassadors  lately  declared  to  the  court  ot 
, Madrid,  that  “the  United  States  were  the  source  of  all 


upon  his  standard.  If  he  has  ever  seemed  to  be  rash  i the  revolutionary  principles  that  disturbed  the  crown- 
or  precipitate,  it  was  when  his  desperate  station  re-  \ ed  heads  of  Europe.”  How  can  we  mistake  the  im- 
quired  a resort  to  energetic  measures.  He  has  al- I port  of  such  a declaration?  The  clouds  that  darkly 
ways  been  sent  on  desperate  enterprises,  w ith  means  i m-oo-oT.  urmn  clrirta  nf  nnr  nnlitiea.1  horizon  must 


almost  inadequate  to  success,  and  compelled  to  rely 
on  his  own  energy  of  character  and  the  resources  of 
his  own  mind,  if  he  has  ever  appeared  to  violate  the 
laws,  it  was  that  he  might  shield  the  country  from  the 
most  awful  calamity.  Had  he  stopped  a day,  perhaps 
an  hour,  to  weigh  the  constitutional  scruples  of  his 
enemies  in  the  scale  of  legal  technicality,  Orleans  had 
been  a pile  of  ruins,  and  its  streets  had  flown  with 
American  blood.  Andrew  Jackson,  when  his  coun- 
try is  in  danger,  and  Andrew  Jackson,  when  his  coun- 
try is  victorious  and  secure,  are  very  dissimilar.  One 
fact  speaks  a volume  upon  this  subject,  that  cannot 
be  misunderstood.  On  the  eve  of  the  battle  of  Or- 
leans, when  alarm  and  disaffection  pervaded  the 
city,  general  Jackson  arrested  a person  discovered 
exciting  mutiny  in  his  camp,  and  refused  him  to  the 
civil  authority  till  Orleans  was  secure.  For  this  re- j 
fusal,  which  probably  preserved  Orleans  from  de- ! 
struction,  he  was  fined  one  thousand  dollars.  He 
submitted  cheerfully,  and  paid  the  fine.  As  he  retired 
from  the  court  house,  he  was  met  by  the  enthusiastic 
applause  of  a grateful  people,  who  offered  to  refund 
the  money.  He  refused  to  receive  it,  admonishing 
them, that  their  conduct  evinced  a disregard  of  the  laws 
and  of  the  civil  authority;  that  the  example  was  dan- 
gerous to  the  liberties  of  the  republic;  that  the  punish- 
ment was  inflicted  by  his  country,  and  it  was  his  and 
their  duty  to  submit;  conduct  worthy  of  the  father  of 
our  country.  Our  admiration  for  the  victor  of  Orleans 
is  lost  in  our  veneration  for  the  victor  over  himself. 

It  is  at  his  home  we  must  learn  his  character  as  a 
man;  and  to  his  fellow  citizens,  residing  in  his  vicini- 
ty, to  all  who  have  ever  visited  his  hospitable  mansion, 
the  more  brilliant  halo  of  military  renown  is  forgotten 
in  the  milder  radiance  of  his  private  virtues.  His 
soul  is  the  residence  of  all  the  softer  affections;  the 
sincere  and  ardent  friend;  to  the  orphan,  the  kind  and 
indulgent  protector;  the  affectionate  husband,  the 
practical  and  professing  Christian.  We  have  delibe- 
rately considered  every  portion  of  the  above  sentence, 
and,  on  the  most  unquestionable  authority,  assure  our 
fellow  citizens  that  it  is  strictly  true.  During  his  stay 
at  Washington  this  winter,  the  mists  that  calumny  and 
prejudice  had  attempted  to  throw  around  his  character 
have  vanished,  and  he  has  become  known  and  esteem- 
ed by  the  assembled  wisdom  of  the  nation,  no  less  for 


lower  upon  the  skirts  of  our  political  horizon  must 
soon  burst.  Let  us  then  elect,  as  our  chief  magistrate, 
a soldier  and  a statesman.  All  the  other  candidates, 
however  distinguished  their  political  characters,  are 
unknown  to  the  great  body  of  the  people;  but  in  An- 
drew Jackson  they  would  repose  unbounded  confi- 
dence. No  one  of  his  competitors  has  performed  so 
many  important  services,  nor  filled  so  many  distin- 
guished stations,  both  civil  and  military,  with  greater 
ability  in  the  discharge  of  every  duty,  and  such  devot- 
ed fidelity  to  his  country.  His  claims  upon  the  Arne 
rican  people  are  second  only  to  those  of  the  illustrious 
Washington. 

A veteran  of  the  revolution  is  now  about  to  retire 
from  the  presidency.  Will  you  refuse  to  elect  as  his 
successor  the  last  of  that  immortal  band  of  patriots, 
whom  a grateful  people  can  ever  elevate  to  that  ex- 
alted station?  Will  you  erect  cold  monuments  over 
the  tomb  of  departed  merit,  and  refuse  to  the  living 
the  last  great  debt  of  gratitude  the  nation  can  ever 
pay  to  revolutionary  services?  Or  is  this  but  the  idle 
theme  of  boyish  declamation?  Has  it  lost  its  practi- 
cal efficacy,  and  has  ingratitude  deadened  too  soon 
the  feelings  of  American  citizens? 

Pennsylvania,  governed  by  no  local  or  sectional 
prejudices;  prompted  by  nothing  but  great  national 
considerations;  Pennsylvania,  the  most  unobstrusive 
in  her  claims  for  office,  without  a single  officer  in, 
the  cabinet  or  judiciary  at  Vvrashington,  now  asks  the 
presidency,  not  for  a Pennsylvanian,  but  for  a citizen 
of  Tennessee.  Some  of  our  sister  states  must  yield 
the  pretensions  of  their  candidates;  and  who  can  ask 
for  such  sacrifices,  if  not  the  state  that  has  invariably 
made  them?  And  for  what  candidate  can  they  be 
asked,  if  not  Andrew  Jackson,  who  has  obtained  so 
many  signal  triumphs,  and  made  so  many  fearful  sa- 
crifices for  his  country! 

The  democratic  party  of  Pennsylvania  have  also 
recommended  John  C.  Calhoun  of  South  Carolina 
for  the  office  of  vice  president  of  the  union.  His  po- 
litical career  wrill  bear  the  test  of  the  strictest  scru- 
tiny. From  his  earliest  youth,  lie  wras  distinguished 
for  his  ardent  devotion  to  the  fundamental  princi- 
ples of  democracy.  In  the  legislature  of  his  native 
state,  he  was  the  eloquent  and  intrepid  advocate  of 
popular  suffrage  and  universal  education.  During 
what  is  called  the  .war  session  of  congress,  lie  was 


ids  talents  and  services  as  a statesman  and  soldier,  - the  zealous,  firm  and  determined  supporter  of  tliead- 


than  for  his  mild  and  engaging  deportment. 

As  regards  the  politics  of  Andrew  Jackson,  there 
is  not  one  blot  upon  his  political  escutcheon.  He  has 
ever  been  an  undeviating  democrat,  notin  name  only, 
but  also  in  practice  and  in  principle. 

The  present  is  a period  of  awful  interest  to  all  re- 
publican governments.  They  are  every  where  in- 


ministration; and  whiist  others  were  shrinking  from 
responsibility,  by  the  most  irresistible  arguments,  he 
urged  successfully  an  appeal  to  arms;  and  as  the  chair- 
man of  the  committee  of  foreign  relations,  he  draf-ed 
and  reported  the  declaration  of  war.  He  was  ti  e 
steadfast  friend  of  his  country  in  Ihe  hour  of  danger, 
and  the  voice  of  domestic  faction  that  resounded  from 


Vadedby  a formidable  combination  of  tyrants,  exult-;  the  hall  of  congress  was  silenced  by  the  nr  atuhlcsspow- 
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er,  grandeur  and  moral  influence  of  his  eloquence.  At 
the  close  of  the  war,  the  peace  establishment  was 
organized  by  his  advice  and  assistance;  and,  as  secre- 1 
tary  of  the  war  department,  by  the  strict  accounta-  j 
bility,  rigid  economy  and  admirable  system  which  he  • 
has  introduced,  he  has  saved  millions  to  the  country. 
His  character  is  bold  and  fearless;  and  his  views  of 
national  policy  are  comprehensive,  sound,  liberal 
and  enlightened.  His  principles  and  conduct  having 
been  uniformly  republican,  he  may  be  safely  called 
one  of  the  first  men  of  the  nation. 

Such  are  the  candidates  whom  Pennsylvania  re- 
spectfully presents  to  the  republican  party  of  the 
Union,  and  requests  their  co-operation.  The  demo- 
cratic party  should  concentrate  upon  candidates  for 
the  important  stations  of  president  and  vice  president 
of  the  United  States:  On  whom  can  they  unite  with 
greater  honor  and  advantage  to  the  country,  and  more 
assured  confidence  of  success,  than  Andrew  Jackson 
and  John  C.  Calhoun? 

William  Wilkins,  'j  ^ 
Joseph  M’Ilvaine. 

Charles  Ogle, 

John  Fox, 

Robert  J.  Walker, 

Virginia.  From  the  “ Richmond  Phanix ” of  the  11th, 
instant.  At  a meeting  of  the  members  of  the  Virginia 
legislature,  favorable  to  the  election  of  Henry  Clay 
to  the  office  of  president  of  the  United  States,  at 
Richmond,  March  8,  1824,  it  was 

Resolved,  That  Hector  Davis,  of  the  house  of  dele- 
gates, and  Edwin  S.  Duncan,  of  the  senate,  be  appoint- 
ed a committee  to  frame  a suitable  address  to  the 
people  of  Virginia , assigning  the  reasons  of  this  meet- 
ing for  its  preference  cf  Henry  Clay  for  the  office 
of  president  of  the  United  States:  And  that  the 
game  committee  do  frame  an  electoral  ticket;  and 
also  name  suitable  persons,  to  constitute  a central 
committee  in  the  city  of  Richmond,  who  shall  be  em- 
powered to  communicate  to  the  electors  proposed  to 
be  chosen,  their  selection;  and,  in  the  event  of  any 
said  electors  declining  to  aet,  to  nominate  such  other 
persons  as  they  may  deem  proper;  and  also,  to  ap- 
point, if  necessary,  corresponding  committees  in  the 
different  counties  of  this  commonwealth.  But,  in 
adopting  this  course,  any  intention  to  array  one  por- 
tion of  the  state  against  another  is  disclaimed— its 
only  effect  will  be,  by  widening  the  field  of  selection, 
fo  afford  to  the  people  of  Virginia  the  opportunity  of 
making  the  best  choice  under  circumstances  that  may 
possibly  occur. 

The  committee  appointed  to  prepare  an  address, 
and  to  frame  an  electoral  ticket  and  central  commit- 
tee, submitted  the  following,  which  was  adopted  and 
ordered  to  be  published: 

To  the  people  of  Virginia. 

Although  a minority  only  of  the  legislature,  we  feel 
ourselves  bound  to  communicate  our  sentiments 
upon  the  subject  of  the  approaching  presidental  elec- 
tion; which  we  regard  as  an  event  of  the  highest  im- 
portance, and  think  that  the  fullest  information  in  our 
power  to  afford  ought  to  be  laid  before  you  respect- 
ing it.  Not  less  than  five  candidates,  all  of  the  same 
political  party,  have  been  proposed;  and  different  opi- 
nions, as  to'  their  respective  qualifications,  exist 
throughout  the  confederacy.  In  Virginia  a large  pro- 
portion of  the  general  assembly  have  selected  Mr. 
Crawford;  but  we,  who  are  members  of  the  same 
body,  prefer  Mr.  Clay.  The  former  have  announc- 
ed their  choice  by  an  electoral  ticket,  and  we  believe 
it  incumbent  on  us  to  do  so  likewise;  not  for  the  un- 
worthy purpose  of  vexatious  opposition,  but  because 
we  think  Mr.  Clay  has  the  best  claims  to  your  favor, 
and  that  it  is  our  duty  to  state  it  to  you,  with  the  ground 
of  our  opinion.  As  a patriot,  an  orator,  a legislator 
and  statesman,  Mr.  Clay  has  long  been  conspicuous; 
and  the  public  employments  which  have  been  occa- 


sionally conferred  upon  him  have  all  been  conducted 
with  honor  and  fidelity.  As  speaker  cf  the  house  of 
representatives,  he  has  been  popular  beyond  exam- 
ple; and  when  sent  by  government  to  assist  in  the  ne- 
gotiation at  Ghent,  his  manly  and  successful  resis- 
tance to  the  British  commissioners  procured  him  ge- 
neral esteem.  But  the  distinguished  part  which  he 
took,  in  bringing  to  a happy  conclusion  the  dispute 
concerning  tl\e  Missouri  question,  which  threatened 
to  shake  the  union  to  its  centre,  is  matter  of  the 
highest  praise,  and  entitles  him  to  the  gratitude  of  the 
nation.  To  Virginia  his  election  is  particularly  inte- 
resting. Formerly  the  people  of  the  western  states 
looked  upon  this  as  the  country  of  their  forefathers, 
and  felt  the  veneration  incident  to  that  relation;  but 
late  events  have  produced  some  little  excitement, 
which  it  is  the  interest  of  both  parties  to  extinguish; 
and  nothing  is  more  likely  to  effect  it,  than  the  elec- 
tion of  the  favorite  candidate  of  the  west,  by  the  co- 
operation of  the  parent  state,  as  it  will  gratify  a 
laudable  ambition  in  them,  and  be  regarded  as  a mark 
of  renewed  affection  in  us.  Besides,  Mr.  Clay  is 
himself  a Virginian:  Born  and  educated  among  us — 

be  has  imbibed  our  principles,  and  has  always  been 
devoted  to  the  land  of  his  nativity.  Two  measures 
only,  of  all  his  political  life,  have  ever  been  objected 
to  in  Virginia — his  support  of  the  bill  for  internal 
improvements,  and  that  for  the  increase  of  the  tariff. 
Both  questions  of  difficulty,  and  concerning  which 
there  is  much  diversity  of  opinion  throughout  the 
United  States.  A great  majority  of  congress  think 
both  measures  correct;  and  that  ought,  at  least,  to 
produce  some  hesitation,  before  the  individual  who 
supports  them  is  condemned  to  displeasure.  F or  our- 
selves, we  can  never  be  brought  to  blame  a represen- 
tative of  the  people  for  declaring  his  opinions  ho- 
nestly upon  the  floor  of  congress;  especially  when 
those  opinions  coincide  with  the  sentiments  of  his  im- 
mediate constituents,  who  consider  it  as  his  duty  to 
maintain  them:  On  the  contrary,  his  fidelity  in  that 

respect,  is  a pledge  for  his  integrity,  if  intrusted  with 
the  affairs  cf  the  nation.  But  if  those  measures  be  an 
objection  to  Mr.  Clay,  his  competitors  are  involved 
in  the  denunciations;  for  they  are  known  to  approve 
of  both  systems;  and  the  only  difference  is,  that  Mr. 
Clay,  according  to  the  frankness  of  his  character, 
openly  avows  it,  hut  his  rivals  choose  that  it  should  be 
disclosed  by  their  friends.  One  word  more,  and  we 
confide  the  subject  to  your  deliberation.  Mr.  Clay 
has  been  at  all  times  an  undeviating  republican. 
Born  witli  innate  hatred  to  arbitrary  government, 
and  instructed,  by  chancellor  Wythe,  in  the  science 
i of  free  institutions,  he  cordially  coaleseed  with  the 
I republican  party  of  1798,  whose  principles  were  con- 
I genial  to  his  own,  and  from  which  he  has  never,  un- 
! der  any  pretext,  departed — at  no  period  lias  he  ever 
{ been  parleying  with  his  conscience,  or  approving  the 
| administration  which  preceded  the  triumph  of  repub- 
| licanism.  Faithful  to  his  own  party,  he  has  never  be- 
longed to  any  other;  nor  countenanced  the  proceed- 
! ings  of  his  political  adversaries.  Such  are  the  cir- 
! cumstances  which,  in  our  opinion,  place  Henry  Clay 
upon  pre-eminent  ground;  and  therefore  we  veu- 
J ture  to  recommend  him  to  you  as  the  properest  per- 
i son  to  fill  the  office  of  president  of  the  United  States, 
and  to  mention  the  following  gentlemen  as  fit  persons 
to  he  chosen  as  electors: 

1 . District  of  Spottsylvania , Sfc. — The  hon.  Francis  T . 
Brooke,  president  of  the  supreme  court  of  appeals. 

2.  District  of  Norfolk,  Sfc. — Mordecai  Cook,  of  Nor- 
folk. 

j 3.  Distnct  of  Surry,  fyc. — Colonel  Edward  Pescud, 
| of  Petersburg. 

j 4.  District  of  Sussex,  $c. — Maj.  John  Goodwynn,  of 
Dinwiddie. 

| 5.  District  of  Bnmsivick,  &>'c. — Col.  Addispn  Powell  . 

| of  Brunswick 
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6.  District  of  Charlotte,  S,-c.— Doctor  Samuel  Plea- 
sants Hargrave,  of  Halifax. 

7.  District  of  Amelia,  8,-c.— liichard  JST.  Thweatt,  of 
Chesterfield. 

8.  District  of  Buckingham , <^'c. — William  Campbell, 
of  Bedford. 

9.  District  of  Franklin,  ^c.— Col.  Thomas  H. 
Wooding,  of  Spottsylvania, 

10.  District  - f Albemarle,  Sfc.— Dr.  Charles  Cocke, 
of  Albemarle. 

11.  District  of  Goochland,  $‘c. — Archibald  Bryce,  jr. 
of  Goochland. 

12.  District  of  Essex,  Sfc. — Col.  liichard  Jones,  of 
Gloucester. 

13.  District  of  Accomack,  &>c. — John  Goodall,  of 
Williamsburg. 

14.  District  of  Middlesex,  Sfc. — Col.  Arthur  Smith, 
of  King  George. 

15.  District  of  Orange,  8fc. — Robert  L.  Madison,  of 
Madison. 

16.  District  of  Fauquier,  $c. — John  Marshal,  jr.  of 
Fauquier. 

17.  District  of  Loudoun,  8,-c. — Daniel  Morgan,  of 
Jefferson. 

18.  District  of  Frederick,  8,'c. — Dr.  Robert  Ritten- 
Kouse  Barton,  of  Frederick. 

19.  District  of  Rockuigham,  S,c — Col.  William  Car- 
son,  of  Shenandoah. 

20.  District  of  Botetourt,  & ;c. — Moses  H.  Mann,  of 
Alleghany. 

21.  District  of  Bath,  $,'c. — Hugh  Caperton,  of  Mon- 
xoe. 

22.  District  of  Washington,  $c. — Henry  Chapman, 
cf  W ashington. 

23.  District  of  Harrison,  &;c. — Daniel  Stinger,  of 
Lewis. 

24.  District  ofMonongalia^Sfc. — Isaac  Leffer,  of  Ohio. 

The  following  gentlemen  are  named  as  the  central 

corresponding  committee,  to  wit:  Hector  Davis,  Carter 
Harrison,  Archibald  Robertson,  William  G.  Pendle- 
ton, John  G.  Moseby. 

FOREIGN  NEWS. 

The  brig  Emerald  has  arrived  at  Boston,  from  Li- 
verpool, in  the  very  short  passage  of  sixteen  days;  and 
brought  London  papers  of  the  ISth  February. 

Great  Britain.  In  the  house  of  commons,  Feb.  18, 
ihe  navy  estimates  were  voted;  29,000  men,  being  an 
increase  of  4000  on  last  year’s  estimates,  were  grant- 
ed. In  the  discussion,  some  allusion  having  been 
made  to  the  probable  reason  for  augmenting  the  naval 
force,  Mr.  Canning  said,  in  explanation  of  a passage 
of  the  king’s  speech,  that  there  never  was  a period  in 
which  the  country  might  with  greater  certainty  expect 
a continuance  of  peace;  but  added,  “it  must  be  clearly 
seen  that  there  never  was  a period  in  which  there 
was  so  much  agitation,  and  it  was  necessary  not  only 
that  we  should  be  ourselves  satisfied,  but  that  the  con- 
viction should  prevail  in  all  parts  of  the  world,  that 
the  nation  was  ready  to  maintain  its  rights.”  In  the 
three  great  stations,  the  Mediterranean,  the  West  In- 
dies, and  now  South  America,  it  was  necessary  to 
have  an  increased  force.  On  the  same  day,  the  usury 
jaws  repeal  bill  was  read  a second  time,  on  a division 
of  129  to  23. 

In  a late  debate  in  the  British  house  of  commons, 
Mr  Brougham  alluded  to  the  last  annua  l speech  of  the 
president  of  the  United  States,  and  sard,  “that,  sir,  is  a 
manly  and  intelligible  speech ; that  document  describes 
the  policy  of  a wise  government  iu.  a manner  worthy 
of  a free  and  independent  people.  May  no  mean 
jealously  prevent  us  from  following  where  it  might 
have  been  our  praise  to  lead;  and  as  they  have  the 
glory  let  us  have  our  share  of  the  advantage;  let  us 
join  a kindred  people;  let  us  hold  to  free  institutions; 
let  us  aid  other  freemen,  who,  for  liberty’s  sake,  seek 
to  put  bounds  to  that  league  of  despots,  who,,  after 


subduing  all  other  freemen,  would  certainly  attempt 
to  conquer  us.”  Lord  Lansdmone,  in  the  other  house 
of  parliament,  “3poke  highly  of  the  conduct  of  the 
American  republic  in  regard  to  the  South  American 
states:  It  had  set  an  example,  he  said,  in  throwing  its 
shield  over  them  at  this  early  period,  which  England 
ought  to  have  been  more  prompt  in  following.” 

It  is  announced  that  capt.  Cochrane,  after  a two 
years  survey,  has  discovered  a passage  between  the 
continents  of  Asia  and  America — there  being  a con- 
tinuous channel  between  the  continents,  though  fre- 
quently blocked  up  with  ice  during  a great  part  of  the 
winter. 

A dreadful  explosion  occurred  at  Polgooth  Mine, 
on /Thursday,  the  15th  January,  occasioned  by  the 
bursting  of  the  boiler.  The  explosion  was  so  terrific, 
that  one  man  was  thrown  over  the  engine  bouse  to  the 
distance  of  150  feet  and  killed,  and  another,  named 
Martin,  dreadfully  hurt,  since  dead.  Pieces  of  the 
boiler,  of  GOO  weight,  were  carried  to  the  distance  of 
six  hundred  feet,  and  tore  down  whole  houses.  Not 
a vestige  of  the  house  which  contained  the  boiler  re- 
mains; and  two  adjoining  houses  were  literally  dashed 
in  pieces  by  the  explosion. 

It  is  now  said  that  two  bishops  have  been  appointed 
for  the  West  Indies;  one  to  reside  at  Jamaica  and  the 
other  at’Barbadoes  and  St.  Vincents,  a moveable  see. 
They  are  to  have  Z.4,000  a year  each,  and  a retiring 
pension  of  1. 1,000  after  twelve  years  residence. 

It  is  stated  that  the  author  of  the  Waverly  novel's 
has  contracted  with  a bookseller  to  deliver  three  no- 
vels a year  for  three  years,  for  which  he  is  to  have 
/.  10,000  a year. 

Mad.  Catalini  is  to  sing  at  the  King’s  theatre,  Lon- 
don. One  half  of  the  ichole  receipts  is  to  be  her  com- 
pensation. She  had  been  offered  one  thousand  guineas 
for  six  performances,  which  she  declined.  Her  throat 
produces  golden  notes,  indeed. 

A loan  has  been  undertaken  in  London  for  the 
Greek  government,  for  1. 1,000,000  of  stock,  at  58  per 
cent.  [One  paper  states  that  the  loan  was  filled,  and 
double  the  amount  offered.] 

Three  per  cent,  consols.  February  18,  91|. 

France  is  very  quiet;  yet  plots  are  talked  of,  and 
some  trials,  forjjsupposed  political|offences,  take  place. 
Six  persons  were  lately  condemned  to  death  par  con - 
tumace. 

The  king  was  reported  to  be  dangerously  ill,  and  it 
was  thought  that  he  would  not  live  a month. 

It  is  proposed  to  reduce  the  interest  on  the  loans 
from  five  to  four  per  cent. 

France  and  Spain.  A London  paper,  having  spoken 
of  some  demands  made  by  France  on  Spain,  subse- 
qently  says:  “We  now  learn  from  an  undoubted 
source,  that  the  ultimatum  demands  the  establish- 
ment of  a representative  form  of  government  and  a 
general  amnesty.  The  repayment  to  France  of  the 
sums  laid  out  to  procure  the  release  of  Ferdinand  is 
made  a secondary  consideration.  The  recognition 
of  the  loans  of  the  cortes  is  not  demanded  by  France ; 
but  it  is  suggested  that  some  indemnity  to  the  holders 
of  the  bondjgvould  be  proper.”  With  this  ultimatum, 
orders  were  forwarded  to  the  French  ministers  at 
Madrid,  and  to  general  Bourmout,  to  take  proper  steps 
to  enforce  the  representations  of  the  government — 
that  is,  to  withdraw  the  troops  in  case  of  refusal.  The 
answer  of  the  court  of  Spain  was  expected  in  Paris  on 
Saturday  the  14th  of  February;  but,  at  the  latest  date, 
(the  16th)  it  had  not  arrived. 

Spain.  The  king  has  graciously  pcnnilted  foreign 
vessels  to  trade  with  South  America,  on  the  footing  of 
an  equality  of  duties ! This  is  a little  like  the  ceremo- 
ny which  is  performed  after  a certain  negro  king  eats 
his  dinner — one  of  his  officers  blows  a horn  and  make9 
proclamation  that, his  majesty  having  dined, the  people 
of  all  the  earth  may  do  the  same. 
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Letters  from  Madrid  state  that  the  whole  province 
of  Gallicia  was  in  a state  of  insurrection,  and  that 
two  insurrections  had  taken  place  near  Cadiz — bands 
of  guerillas  pass  through  many  parts  of  the  country, 
bidding  defiance  to  every  authority. 

Austria.  The  Austrian  government  has  agreed  to 
repay  to  England  L. 2,500,000,  in  satisfaction  of  the 
debt  due  by  that  government,  called  the  Austrian  loan 
■ — this  appears  to  have  been  wholly  unexpected  in 
England.  It  was  thought  that  it  never  would  be  paid. 

The  Greeks.  Much  indignation  has  been  expressed 
in  England  on  account  of  a proclamation  issued  by 
sir  Thomas  Maitland,  a short  time  before  his  death, 
the  first  paragraph  of  which  was  as  follows: 

“Whereas,  it  appears  that  a most  atrocious  violation 
of  the  Ionian  territory  has  taken  place  in  the  islands 
of  Santa  Maura  and  Ithaca,  on  the  10th  and  12th  inst. 
on  the  part  of  some  Greek  armed  vessels,  seemingly 
under  the  command  of  a person  styling  himself  prince 
Mavrocordato,  contrary  to  every  recognized  principle 
of  neutrality,  in  breach  of  all  existing  Sanita  regula- 
tions and  subversive  of  the  established  rights  of  na- 
tions, it  is  with  great  regret  that  the  lord  high  com- 
missioner finds  it  incumbent  upon  him  to  direct  a 
quarantine,1’  &c.  &.c. 

The  cause  of  this  appears  to  have  been,  that  the 
Greeks  had  chased  a Turkish  brig  of  war  ashore,  and 
attacked  and  killed  her  crew,  after  they  had  reached 
land. 

The  Greeks  are  attacking  small  Turkish  towns  on 
the  coasts,  and  carrying  on  against  the  enemy  the  same 
harassing  and  destructive  war  that  has  been  carried 
on  against  themselves.  They  make  many  prisoners. 

When  the  blockade  of  Missolunghi  was  raised  by 
the  Greeks,  the  Turks  lost  3,000  men  with  all  their 
artillery  and  materiel.  Lord  Byron  was  in  this  city, 
and  all  foreigners  had  been  requested  to  rendezvous 
there,  under  his  command. 

Two  Turkish  ships  have  been  captured  near  Patras 
with  300,000  piastres  on  board. 

Egypt.  A traveller,  who  has  just  arrived  at  Leg- 
horn from  Egypt,  states  that,  on  the  15  th  of  Novem- 
ber, there  were  great  rejoicings  at  Alexandria,  on  ac- 
count of  a victory  gained  by  the  troops  of  the  vice- 
roy, over  the  rebels  of  Shendy,  at  the  same  place 
where  the  son  of  his  highness  Yvas  assassinated  last 
year;  he  adds  that-the  Egyptian  general  had  taken 
6000  prisoners,  among  whom  was  the  Malech  of  Shen- 
dy, with  his  whole  family. 

Pern.  It  is  with  much  regret  that  we  are  compel- 
led to  believe  that  the  royalists  in  Peru  have  gained  a 
signal  victory  over  gen.  Santa  Cruz — he  only  saved 
1,200  out  of  the  4,500  men  that  were  under  his  com- 
.mand.  This  left  Lima  in  a very  critical  situation; 
but  Bolivar  was  there  with  the  greater  part  of  the 
Colombian  forces,  and  the  Chilian  troops,  between 
2500  and  3000,  had  arrived  at  Arica.  Canterac  and 
Valdez,  the  royal  generals,  were  in  Upper  Peru,  with 
7000  men,  which,  it  is  said,  they  have  declared  to  be 
independent.  There  seems  to  be  much  of  civil  dis- 
sention  among  the  professed  patriots  of  the  country. 

Mexico.  Another  revolution  has  been  attempted  in 
Mexico,  headed  by  brigadier  Lobato,  who  was  joined 
by  many  officers  of  the  army;  but,  after  much  confu- 
sion and  disorder,  the  chiefs  were  arrested  and  order 
restored.  The  congress  has  issued  a proclamation  on 
the  subject,  congratulating  the  people  on  the  discom- 
fiture of  the  party,  and  expressive  of  their  confidence 
in  the  strength  and  integrity  of  the  present  govern- 
ment. 

West  Indies— Two  74’s,  three  frigates  and  many 
transports,  with  2000  troops,  have  arrived  at  Marti- 
nico  from  France.  It  is  added,  that  others  were  to 
follow — and  it  is  said  that  eight  officers  of  rank  are 
expected.  What  is  the  meaning  of  all  this?  Do  the 
colonies  require  so  great  an  increase  of  force? 


Legislature  of  New  York. 

IN  THE  SENATE,  MARCH  10. 

The  electoral  hill.  The  question  recurred  upon  Mr. 
Redfield’s  amendment,  (to  the  amendment  of  Mr. 
Cramer,)  proposing  that  the  law  should  provide  for  a 
choice  of  electors  by  districts,  and  not  by  general 
ticket. 

Mr.  Clark,  of  the  seventh  district,  commenced  the 
debate  in  a speech  of  considerable  length,  in  which 
he  discussed  the  general  question  and  strongly  ad- 
vocated the  passage  of  a bill. 

Mr.  Cramer  followed  on  the  same  side. 

Mr.  Ogden  called  for  a division  on  the  question, 
which  was  accordingly  put,  upon  the  choice  of  electors 
by  districts.  That  question  being  taken,  it  was  decided 
in  the  negative  as  follows: 

Yeas — Messrs.  Burt,  Cramer,  Earll,  Gardiner, 
Greenly,  Morgan,  Ogden,  Redfield,  Thorn,  Wheeler 
—10. 

Nays — Messrs.  Bowman,  Bowne,  Bronson,  Bur- 
rows, Clark,  Dudley,  Green,  Haight,  Keyes,  Lefferts, 
Livingston,  Lynde,  Mallory,  McCall,  Mclntire,  Nel- 
son, Stranahan,  Sudam,  Ward,  Wooster,  Wright. — 21. 

The  remaining  part  of  the  proposition  of  Mr.  Red- 
field  was  lost  without  a division. 

Mr.  Green  then  offered  his  amendment  to  the 
amendment  of  Mr.  Cramer,  proposing  to  choose  by 
general  ticket,  electors  of  pre-iident  and  vice  president, 
by  the  people,  the  choice  to  be  decided  by  a plurality 
of  votes.  Mr.  Green  supported  his  amendment  by  a 
few  appropriate  remarks. 

Mr.  Stranahan  called  for  a division  of  the  question, 
which  was  accordingly  so  divided  as  to  try  the  sense 
of  the  senate  upon  the  propriety  of  a general  ticket. 
That  motion  was  accordingly  put  and  decided  in  the 
affirmative  as  follows: 

Yeas — Messrs.  Bronson,  Burrows,  Burt,  Clark, 
Cramer,  Gardiner,  Green,  Haight,  Lyden,  Mallory, 
McIntyre,  Morgan,  Nelson,  Ogden,  Stranahan,  Thorn, 
Wheeler,  Wright — 18. 

Nays — Bowman,  Bowne,  Dudley,  Earll,  Greenly, 
Keyes,  Lefferts,  Livingston,  McCall,  Redfield,  Sudam, 
Ward,  Wooster — 13. 

So  much  applause  and  approbation  of  this  vote  was  shewn 
in  the  gallery , that  the  president  directed  the  doorkeeper  to 
bring  the  offenders , if  he  could  discover  them , to  the  bar  of 
the  senate. 

The  question  was  next  taken  upon  constituting  a 
choice  by  a plurality  of  votes,  and  decided  in  the  ne- 
gative, as  follows: 

Ayes — Messrs.  Burrows,  Burt,  Clark,  Cramer,  Gar- 
diner, Green,  Haight,  Lyden,  McIntyre,  Morgan,  Nel- 
son, Ogden,  Thorn,  Wheeler — 14. 

Nays — Messrs.  Bowman,  Bowne,  Bronson,  Dudley, 
Earll,  Greenly,  Keyes,  Lefferts,  Livingston,  Mallory, 
McCall,  Redfield,  Stranahan,  Sudani,  WTard,  Wooster, 
Wright — 17. 

The  question  then  recurred  upon  the  amendment  as 
amended,  which  stood  substantially  as  follows:  That 
it  be  expedient  at  the  present  session  of  the  legislature 
so  pass  a law  giving  the  choice  of  electors  of  president 
and  vice  president  to  the  people,  by  general  ticket. 
This  question  being  put,  was  carried  in  the  affirmative, 
as  follows: — 

Ayes — Messrs.  Burrows,  Burt,  Clark,  Cramer,  Gar- 
diner, Green,  Haight,  Lyden,  Mallory,  McIntyre, 
Morgan,  Nelson,  Ogden,  Thorn,  W7heeler,  Wright— 16. 

Nays — Messrs.  Bowne,  Brownson,  Dudley,  Earll, 
Greenly,  Keyes,  Lefferts,  Livingston,  McCall,  Red- 
field, Stranahan,  Sudam,  WTard,  Wooster — 15. 

Mr.  Ogden  thereupon  moved  that  the  report  and  bill 
be  referred  to  a committee  of  the  whole. 

Mr.  Livingston  moved  that  the  reference  be  post- 
poned to  the  first  Monday  in  November  next. 

Mr.  Wright  made  a few  observations  showing  on 
what  grounds  he  should  vote  in  favor  of  the  postpone- 
ment. 
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Mr.  Burt  replied. 

Mr.  Livingston  made  a speech  in  support  of  the 
motion,  and  was  followed  by  Mr.  Stranahan  on  the 
same  side. 

Mr.  Burt  replied  to  Mr.  Stranahan. 

Mr.  Mallory  briefly  stated  his  reasons  for  voting  in 
favor  of  the  motion. 

Mr.  McIntyre  expressed  his  objections,  and  was 
followed  on  the  same  side  by  Mr.  Ogden,  when  the 
question  was  taken  on  the  postponement,  and  carried 
as  follows: — 

Ayes — Messrs.  Bowman,  Bowne,  Bronson,  Dudley, 
Earll,  Greenly,  Keyes,  Lefferts,  Livingston,  Mallory, 
McCall,  Redfield,  Stranahan,  Sudani,  Ward,  Wooster, 
Wright— 17. 

Nays — Messrs.  Burrows,  Burt,  Clark,  Cramer,  Gar- 
diner, Green,  Haight,  Lyden,  McIntyre,  Morgan,  Nel- 
son, Ogden,  Thorn,  Wheeler — 14. 

The  senate  then  adjourned. 


Eighteenth  Congress — first  session. 

SENATE. 

March  11.  Mr.  VanBuren,  from  the  committee  on 
the  judiciary,  to  whom  was  referred  two  resolutions 
upon  the  expediency  of  amending  the  judiciary  sys- 
tem of  the  United  States,  reported  two  bills  on  the 
subject;  one  of  which  provides,  that  no  law  of  any 
of  the  states  shall  be  rendered  invalid,  without  the 
concurrence  of,  at  least,  Jive  judges  of  the  supreme 
court;  their  opinions  to  be  separately  expressed.  The 
other  bill  provides,  that  there  shall  be  two  terins  of 
the  supreme  court,  held,  annually,  in  the  city  of 
Washington;  that  the  U.  States  shall  be  divided  into 
ten  circuit  districts;  the  judges  of  the  supreme  court 
to  be  relieved  from  the  duty  of  attending  the  circuit 
courts;  those  courts  to  be  held  by  present  district 
judges.  These  bills  were  severally  read  and  passed 
to  a second  reading. 

The  following,  though  the  case  of  an  individual, 
may  be  interesting  to  many  persons. 

The  senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  bill 
reported  by  the  committee  on  pensions  “for  the  re- 
lief of  David  Weymouth.”  In  storming  a battery  at 
the  battle  of  Bridgewater,  this  petitioner,  then  under 
the  command  of  col.  Miller,  of  the  2 1st  regiment  of 
infantry,  received  several  severe  wounds,  which  dis- 
abled him  from  procuring  his  subsistence  by  manual 
labor;  and  one  of  which,  being  through  his  right 
knee,  required  that  his  leg  should  be  amputated.  He 
is  poor,  and  has  a wife  and  child.  He  now  receives 
a pension  of  eight  dollars  a month  from  the  United 
States,  and  prays  that  it  may  be  increased  to  fifteen 
dollars  per  month.  The  bill  proposes  thus  to  increase 
his  pension. 

The  bill  was  supported  and  opposed  by  several 
gentlemen,  and  caused  considerable  debate — 

Mr.  Low  tie,  in  opposing  the  bill,  said  he  considered 
it  very  important,  not  as  respected  the  individual  pro- 
posed to  be  relieved,  but  as  unsettling  the  general  sys- 
tem of  granting  pensions.  This  individual  already 
received  a'pension  of  eight  dollars  per  month,  being 
the  maximum  allowed  by  the  law,  to  persons  in  his 
situation;  and,  if  it  were  thought  proper  to  increase 
the  pensions  to  such  persons,  he  believed  it  would  be 
better  to  alter  the  general  law  for  that  purpose,  than 
to  act  upon  individual  cases.  There  were  many  per- 
sons in  the  country,  some  of  whom  he  could  name, 
as  badly  wounded  as  this  individual,  but  who  had  been 
prevented,  by  their  distance  from  the  seat  of  govern- 
ment, from  making  application  for  an  increase  of 
pension.  All  these  persons  could  come  forward  and 
make  application  to  congress,  if  the  prayer  of  this 
petitioner  was  granted.  It  was  for  these  reasons  that 
he  would  be  compelled,  however  his  feelings  might 
operate  in  favor  of  the  individual,  to  vote  against  the 
bill. 


Mr.  Chandler  said,  that,  in  order  to  prevent  all  fu- 
ture misunderstanding,  in  case  the  bill  should  pass,  of 
the  reasons  for  granting  this  pension,  he  wished  to 
amend  the  bill  by  inserting  in  it  the  words — “in  con- 
sideration of  his  numerous  and  severe  wounds,  re- 
ceived at  the  battle  of  Bridgewater.”  This  amend- 
ment was  agreed  to.  The  bill  was  then  reported  to 
the  senate,  and  passed  to  be  engrossed  and  read  the 
third  time — yeas  21,  nays  16. 

March  12.  Mr.  Josiahs  Johnston,  elected  a senator 
from  the  state  of  Louisiana,  (in  the  room  of  Mr 
Brown,  appointed  minister  to  France),  appeared,  war? 
qualified,  and  took  his  seat. 

The  bill  “to  amend  the  ordinance  of  the  state  of 
Alabama,  in  relation  to  the  navigable  waters  of  the 
state,”  was  taken  up  in  committee  of  the  whole.  Mr. 
Talbot  stated  that  the  object  of  this  bill  was  merely 
to  place  the  state  of  Alabama  on  the  same  footing  as 
every  other  state  in  the  union.  By  the  article  in  the. 
act  admitting  her  into  the  union,  she  was  prohibited 
from  imposing  any  tolls  or  exaction  upon  the  naviga- 
tion of  her  waters.  It  was  now  highly  necessary,  in 
order  to  promote  the  improvements  contemplated  in 
that  state,  to  repeal  this  restriction.  He  thought  there 
ought  to  be  no  difference,  in  this  respect,  between 
those  states  who  were  members  of  the  union  when 
the  present  happy  constitution  was  adopted,  and  those 
which  have  since  been  admitted.  If  the  state  of  Ala- 
bama should  pass  any  law  imposing  an  oppressive  and 
unconstitutional  toll  or  exaction,  that  law  would  come 
under  the  correction  of  the  supreme  court. 

Mr.  Van  Buren  spoke  at  considerable  length  in  re- 
ply. The  condition  was  common  to  all  the  new  states, 
and  he  thought  the  provision  was  a good  one.  Mr. 
Holmes  thought  that  every  state  should  stand  on  the 
same  footing.  After  several  other  gentlemen  had  ex- 
pressed their  opinions  on  the  bill — it  was  laid  on  the 
table,  and  the  senate  adjourned. 

March  15.  On  motion  of  Mr.  Lloyd , of  Massachu- 
setts, two  hundred  copies  of  the  message  of  the  presi- 
dent of  the  United  States,  and  the  documents  accom- 
panying it  in  relation  to  the  Massachusetts  claim  for 
militia  services,  during  the  late  war,  were  ordered  to 
be  printed  for  the  use  of  the  senate. 

The  report  of  the  committee  on  claims,  unfavora- 
ble to  the  petition  of  Reuben  Colburn,  was  taken  up  for 
consideration.  This  petitioner  prays  compensation 
for  220  batteaux,  built  in  1775,  for  the  use  of  the 
troops  of  colonel  Arnold,  then  about  to  march  into 
Canada;  and  for  sundry  other  services  rendered,  and 
disbursements  made  for  the  country,  at  that  time  Ho 
states,  that  he  delivered  overhis  accounts  and  vouch- 
ers, for  said  disbursements  and  services,  to  the  com- 
missioner appointed  by  congress  for  auditing  and  set- 
tling the  accounts  of  the  state  of  Massachusetts 
against  the  United  States;  that  they  Were  either  lost 
or  mislaid  by  said  commissioner,  and  that  they  were 
not  acted  upon,  nor  could  be  obtained,  for  several 
. years  thereafter,  to  be  exhibited  again  for  settlement. 

He,  therefore,  prays  that  congress  would  adjust  his 
account,  and  pay  him  the  balance  due  thereon.  The 
committee  report,  that  the  great  lapse  of  time  since 
the  services  of  the  petitioner  were  rendered,  and  the 
loss  of  public  records  and  documents  relating  to  the 
accounts  of  that  period,  render  it  doubtful  whether 
he  has  any  just  claim  upon  the  government.  They 
believed  that  the  security  of  the  government!  against 
unjust  and  fraudulent  claims,  requires  that  a lapse  of 
time,  such  as  has  occurred  in  this  case,  should  be  re- 
garded as  abar  to  all  claims  of  a doubtful  character; 
and  that,  therefore,  the  prayer  of  the  petitioner  ought 
not  to  be  granted. 

The  report  was  opposed  by  Messrs.  Chandler  and 
IloLxes,  and  supported  by  Messrs.  Bell  and  Haggles — 
finally  agreed  to. 

The  bill  reported  by  the  committee  on  the  militia, 
“more  effectually  to  provide  for  the  national  defence. 
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by  establishing  a uniform  militia  throughout  the 
United  States,  and  providing  for  the  discipline  there- 
of,” was  taken  up  for  consideration,  in  committee  of 
the  whole,  Mr.  Dickerson  in  the  chair. 

After  considerable  debate  on  several  of  the  sec- 
tions, the  bill  was  laid  on  the  table — and  the  senate 
proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  executive  business. 

March  16.  The  bill  to  abolish  imprisonment  for 
debt  was  ably  discussed  and  occupied  the  whole  of 
this  day.  The  time,  however,  was  chiefly  taken  up 
in  considering  the  details  of  the  bill. 

March  1"?.  A communication  was  received  from 
secretary  of  the  treasury,  transmitting  a statement  of 
the  compensation  of  the  officers  employed  in  the  col- 
lection of  the  duties  on  imports  and  tonnage;  and  also, 
an  abstract  of  the  fees  received  in  the  case  of  certifi- 
cates, to  accompany  distilled  spirits,  wines  and  teas; 
commissions  on  disbursements  of  superintendants  of 
light  houses,  and  of  agents  of  the  marine  hospital. 

Mr.  Noble,  from  the  committee  on  pensions,  report- 
ed on  the  petition  of  Comfort  Smith.  She  prays  that 
her  husband,  who  is  entitled  to  a pension  for  his  revo- 
lutionary services,  but  cannot  be  placed  on  the  list, 
in  consequence  of  insanity,  by  which  he  is  rendered 
incompetent  to  take  the  requisite  oath,  may  be  placed 
on  the  list  without  taking  the  oath.  The  committee 
reported  a bill  granting  the  prayer  of  the  petitioner. 

Nearly  all  the  rest  of  this  day  was  spent  on  the  bill 
to  abolish  imprisonment  for  debt.  It  was  reported 
to  the  senate  by  the  committee  of  the  whole,  and  made 
the  order  of  the  day  for  Friday  next. 

HOUSE  OP  REPRESENTATIVES. 

Friday,  March  12.  Many  reports  on  private  peti- 
tions were  received.  A resolution  offered  by  Mr. 
Steivart,  that  the  house  should  meet  at  1 1 o’clock,  was 
rejected — 73  to  65. 

The  house  proceeded  to  consider  the  appropriation 
bill,  in  a committee  of  the  whole.  We  cannot  give 
the  details;  nor  are  they  of  much,  if  any,  present  in- 
terest. Many  items  were  fixed,  and  in  the  course  of 
the  day,  the  following  proviso,  offered  by  Mr.  Cocke, 
was  agreed  to — 

“And  provided  also,  That  no  person  receiving  an 
annual  salary  from  the  government  of  the  United 
States,  shall  receive  any  tiling  in  addition  thereto,  for 
any  services  whatever,  by  way  of  perquisites  or  extra 
compensation,  except  fees  of  office,  which  maybe  es- 
tablished bylaw.” 

Saturday , March  13.  The  resolution  yesterday  of- 
fered by  Mr.  Floyd,  (for  expunging  the  31st  rule  of 
the  house,  which  is  in  the  words  following:  “A  mo- 
tion to  adjourn  shall  be  always  in  order  after  4 o’clock, 
P.  M. ; but,  before  that  hour,  it  shall  not  be  in  order, 
if  there  be  at  the  time  any  question  pending  before 
the  house:  that,  and  the  motion  to  be  on  the  table, 
shall  be  decided  without  debate,”)  was  taken  up  for 
consideration. 

A desultory  debate  arose  on  this  question,  in  which 
Messrs.  Floyd,  Taylor,  of  New  York,  Rich,  Stewart, 
Whipple,  Little,  Allen,  of  Mass.  McCoy,  Kremer,  Cul- 
pepper, Randolph,  McArthur,  and  Martindale,  took  part. 

The  amendment,  on  motion  of  Messrs.  Little  and 
McCoy,  was  successively  amended  so  as  to  retain  those 
clauses  of  it  which  declare  that  the  motion  to  adjourn, 
and  the  motion  to  lie  on  the  table,  shall  be  decided 
without  debate.  On  striking  out  the  residue  of  the 
J'ule,  wfiich  forbids  the  motion  to  adjourn  being  made 
until  four  o’clock,  while  any  question  is  pending  be- 
fore the  house,  the  yeas  and  nays  were  called  by  Mr. 
Taylor,  and  are  as  follows: 

YEAS— Messrs-  Abbot,  Alexander,  of  Va.  Alexander,  of  Tenn. 
Allen,  of  Mass.  Archer,  Baylies,  P.  P.  Barbour,  J S.  Barbour,  Bart- 
lett, Brent,  Buck,  Burton,  Cady,  Cambreleng.  Campbell,  of  S.  C, 
Cary,  Clark,  Cobb,  Cocke,  Collins.  Conner,  Culpeper  Cushman 
Cutlibert,  Day.  Durfee.  Dwiuell,  Eaton.  Eddy,  Edwards,  ol  Penn- 
sylvania, Edwards,  of  N.  C.  Floyd,  Foot,  of  Con.  Forsyth,  Frost, 
CVist,  Gov  an,  Gurley.  Hall,  Hamilton,  Harvey,  Hayden,  Hayward, 
lferrick,  Hobart,  Hooks,  Jennings,  F.  Johnson,  Latbrop,  Lei  twitch, 


Litchfield,  Livermore,  Livingston,  Locke,  McCoy,  McDuffie,  Me* 
Ke.j,  McLane. of  Delaware,  Mangum,  Mallary,  Moore,  of  Alabama, 
Morgan.  Nelson,  N<  wton  Plum- r,  of  New  Hampshire,  Poiusett.- 
Prinee,  Randolph,  Rankin,  Reed,  Reynolds,  Richards  Rives.  Rose. 
Saunders,  Sandfbrd,  Scott,  Sharpe,  Sibley,  Alexander  Smyth  Wil- 
liam Smith,  Spaigbt,  A.  Stevenson,  J.  St-phenson,  Ten  Eyck, 
Thompson,  of  G^  o.  Tomlinson,  Tucker,  of  Va.  Tucker,  of  S.  C. 
Vance,  of  N C.  Van  Rensselaer,  Williams,  of  N.  Y Williams,  of 
Va.  Williams,  of  N.  C.  and  Wilson,  of  S.  C — 95. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Adams.  Barber,  of  Conn.  Bassett,  B-  echer,  Blair. 
Breck,  Brown,  Buchanan,  Buckner,  Campbell,  of  Ohio,  Cassedy, 
Condict,  Cook  Crafts,  Craig  Crowninshield,  Dwight,  Ellis,  Farrell), 
Findlay,  Foote,  of  N.  Y.  Forward,  Falier.  Garrison,  Gatlin,  Gazlay, 
Harris,  Henry,  Herkim-r,  Hogeboom,  Holcombe,  Ingham,  Isscks* 
Jenkins,  J.  T Johnso  .,  Kent,  Kidder,  Kremer.  Lawrertee,  Lincoln, 
Little,  Long,  Longfellow,  McArthur,  McKean,  McKim,  McL-an, 
of  Ohio,  Markley,  Martindale,  Marvin,  Matlack,  Matson, Mi  reer« 
Mitchell,  of  Penn.  Moore,  of  Ken. O’Brien  Owen,  Patterson, Pen. 
Patterson,  of  Ohio,  Plcmei , of  Penn.  Kick,  Rogers,  Ross,  Sloan  r 
Arthur  Smith.  Standefer,  Stewart,  Storrs.  Strong,  Swan,  Taylor, 
Thomson,  of  Kern  Tod,  Tracy,  Trimble,  Tyson.  Udree,  Vance,  of 
Ohio.  Vinton,  Wayne,  Whipple,  Whittlesey,  White.  AVicklifFe, 
Henry  Wilson,  Wilson,  of  Ohio.  Wood  and  W right— 89. 

The  speaker  laid  before  the  house  a report  from 
the  commissioners  of  the  navy  hospitals,  made  in  obe- 
dience to  a resolution  of  this  house,  of  20th  January 
last. 

The  house  then  passed  the  orders  of  the  day. 

The  report  of  the  committee  of  the  whole,  on  the 
bill  making  appropriations  for  the  support  of  govern- 
ment for  the  year  1824,  was  taken  up,  and  the  amend- 
ments agreed  to  in  committee  were  in  part  agreed  to. 

The  question  being  taken  on  the  amendment  appro- 
priating §26,000  for  completing  the  north  portico  o? 
the  president’s  house,  a debate  arose,  and  the  question 
was  decided  by  yeas  and  nays  as  follows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Abbot.  Alexander,  of  Va.  Allison,  Archer,  J.  8. 
Barbour,  Bartlett,  Breck,  Brent,  Brown,  Burton,  Cambrelt-ng, 
Campbell,  of  S.  C.  Cobb,  Cook,  Crowninshield,  Cushman,  Durfte, 
Dwincll,  Dwight,  Eddy,  Ellis,  Farrelly,  Forsyth,  Fuller.  Govan, 
Gurley,  Hamilton,  Hayward,  Kent,  Lincoln,  Longfellow,  McDuffie, 
McLee,  McKim.  McLaoe.  of  Del  Markley,  Martindale,  Mercer,  Mil- 
ler, Moore,  of  Alabama,  Morgau  N-  Ison,  Newton,  Plumer,  of  N.  H. 
Poinsett,  Reed,  Reynolds.  Rives,  Rose,  Saunders,  Sharpe,  Stoddard, 
Strong,  Taylor,  TenEyck,  Tod,  Tracy,  Tucker,  of  Va.  Vance,  of* 
N.  C.  Van  Rensselaer,  Wayne,  Whipple,  W'hitman,  Wood  and 
Wright-66. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Alexander,  ofTen.  Allen,  of  Ten.  Baylies,  Bar* 
her,  of  Con.  P.  P-  Barbour,  Bassett,  Beeeher,  Blair,  Buchanan, 
Buck  Buckner,  Burleigh,  Cady,  Campbell,  of  Ohio,  Carter,  Cary, 
Clark,  Cocke,  Collins,  Condict,  Conner,  Crafts,  Craig  Culpeper, 
Cuthbert,  Day,  Edwards,  of  Penn.  Edwards,  of  N.  C.  Findlay  Floyd, 
Foot,  of  Con.  Foote,  of  N.  Y-  Frost,  Garrison,  Gatlin,  Gazlay,  Gist, 
Hall,  Harris,  Hayden,  Henry,  Herrick,  Hogeboom,  Hooks,  Houston, 
Uteham,  lsacks,  Jennings.  J.T  Johnson,  F.  Johnson,  Kidder,  Krt- 
natr.  L-dirop.  Lawrence,  L<ftw  ich,  Letcher.  Litchfield,  Livermore, 
Livingston.  Long,  McArthur,  McCoy.  McKean,  McLane,  of  Ohio, 
Maiigum,  Marvin,  Matlsck,  Matson.  Metcalfe,  Mitchell,  of  Penn. 
Moore,  of  Ken.  O’Brien,  0\V»c,  Patter-son,  of  Penn.  Patterson,  of 
Ohio,  Plumer,  of  Pen  Prince,  Randolph,  Rankin,  Richards,  Rich, 
Rogers,  Ross,  Sandfold,  Scott,  Sibley,  Sloan,  Arthur  Smith.  Alex. 
Smyth,  Wm.  Smith,  Spaight.  Standefer,  A.  Stevenson,  J.  Stephen- 
son. Swan,  Thompson,  of  Geo.  Thompson,  of  Ken.  Tomlinson* 
Trimble,  Tucker,  of  South  Carolina,  Ty^on,  Udree. Vance,  ol  Ohio, 
Vinton,  Webster.  Whittlesey,  White.  WicklifFe,  Williams,  of  N.  Y. 
Williams  of  Va.  Williams,  of  N.  C.  Jam-s  Wilson,  Henry  Wilsoiu- 
Wilson,  of  S.  C.  and  Wilson,  of  Ohio— 114. 

So  the  amendment  was  decided  in  the  negative. 

The  question  was  next  taken  on  the  item  making 
an  appropriation  of  §5000  for  completing  the  walks 
in  front  of  the  public  property  in  the  city  of  Washing- 
ton, (in  those  spaces  where  the  public  lots  occasion  at 
present  breaks  in  the  walks,) — and  decided  in  the  af- 
firmative. Ayes  94,  noes  49. 

Monday,  March  15.  After  other  business — 

Mr.  Breck  offered  the  following  resolution  for  con- 
sideration: 

“ Resolved , That  the  committee  of  commerce  be 
instructed  to  report  to  this  house  whether  any  law 
exists  in  contravention  of  the  provisions  of  the  con- 
vention of  3d  July,  1815,  made  between  this  country 
and  Great  Britain:  also,  to  inquire  into  the  expedi- 
ency of  countervailing  by  law  any  duties  on  Ameri- 
can tonnage,  which  Great  Britain  may  lay  thereon, 
contrary  to  the  stipulations  contained  in  the  afore- 
said convention.” 

Mr.  Breck  explained  his  reasons  for  offering  this 
resolution  at  considerable  length — and  it  was  laid  or 
the  table,  after  debate. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Jennings,  it.  wa* 
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Resolved , That  the  committee  on  roads  and  canals 
'be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  aiding 
the  state  of  Indiana  to  open  a canal  at  the  falls  of. 
Ohio,  in  conformity  to  an  act  of  the  general  assembly 
of  said  state,  approved,  January  41,  18:14. 

Mr.  Cocke  offered  the  following  resolution : j 

“ Resolved , That  the  committee  on  post  offices  and  i 
post  roads  be  instructed  to  inquire  and  report  whe- 
ther any  arrangements  can  be  made  by  which  the  let-  j 
ters  addressed  to  members  of  congress  while  in  ses- 
sion can  be  supplied  at  an  earlier  hour,  and  at  less 
expense.” 

Mr.  Brent  moved  the  following  amendment,  which 
was  accepted  as  a modification.  “And  whether  the 
privilege  given  to  members  of  congress  to  frank  let-  1 
ters,  ought  not  to  be  extended.”  And  the  question 
being  put,  the  resolution,  as  modified,  was  adopted. ; 
Ayes  72,  noes  56. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Stewart , it  was 

Resolved , That  the  committee  on  the  Chesapeake 
and  Ohio  canal  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  ex- 
pediency of  providing  for  the  sale  of  the  public  lots  j 
and  public  lands  belonging  to  the  United  States,  in ; 
the  district  of  Columbia,  and  that  the  proceeds  be  ap-  j 
propriated  to  the  first  section  of  the  Chesapeake  and  j 
Ohio  canal,  between  this  city  and  Cumberland. 

The  appropriation  bill  was  then  taken  up — Mr.  j 
Cazlay  moved  to  amend  the  bill  so  that  49,000  dol- 
lars only  should  be  appropriated  for  the  maintenance' 
of  our  European  foreign  relations,  and  supported  his  j 
motion  by  a short  speech — Mr.  McLane  replied  to  j 
him,  and  the  motion  was  lost.  At  length,  the  bill } 
was  passed  and  sent  to  the  senate. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Tod,  the  house  then  again  went 
into  committee  cf  the  whole  on  the  state  of  the 
union,  Mr.  Condict  in  the  chair,  and  resumed  the  con- 
sideration of  the  bill  for  amending  the  several  acts 
laying  duties  on  imports. 

Mr.  Baylies , of  Mass,  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by 
striking  out  the  wrord  “one”  and  inserting  “//tree”  in 
the  65th  and  66th  lines,  so  as  to  make  that  clause  of 
the  section  read  as  follows: 

“On  all  Leghorn  hats  or  bonnets,  and  all  hats  or 
bonnets  of  straw,  chip  or  grass,  and  on  all  flats,  braids, 
or  plats  for  maxing  of  hats  or  bonnets,  a duty  of  fifty 
per  centum  ad  valorem:  Provided , That  all  Leghorn 
flats  and  bonnets,  and  all  hats  or  bonnets  of  staw^,  chip 
or  grass,  which,  at  the  place  whence  imported,  with 
the  addition  of  ten  per  centum,  shall  have  cost  less 
than  three  dollars  each,  shall,  with  with  such  addition, 
be  taken  and  deemed  to  have  cost  three  dollars  each, 
and  shall  be  charged  with  duty  accordingly.” 

Mr.  Baylies  supported  this  motion  by  a speech,  in 
which  he  stated  the  benefits  that  would  result,  and 
gave  a succinct  history  of  this  branch  of  manufacture, 
in  this  country,  from  its  earliest  origin,  till  it  had 
grown  to  an  annual  amount  of  a million  and  a half  of 
dollars.  He  stated  the  manner  in  which  it  had  been 
ruined  by  the  importation  of  Leghorn  bonnets,  to  the 
amount,  last  year,  of  $800,000. 

The  motion  was  further  advocated  by  Mr.  Rich,  and 
opposed  by  Messrs.  Cambreleng,  Sharpe,  Marvin  and 
Floyd.  And  the  question  being  put,  it  was  lost. 

Mr.  Cook  proposed  to  increase  the  duty  on  lead 
from  two  to  three  cents  per  pound.  After  debate,  the 
motion  wa3  lost. 

Mr.  Foot,  of  Connecticut,  moved  to  amend  the  bill 
in  the  148th  line.  “On  muskets  one  dollar  and  fifty 
cents  per  stand,”  by  adding  the  words  following:  And 
on  all  other  fire  arms,  and  on  side  arms,  thirty  per 
cent,  ad  valorem .”  The  motion  being  explained  by 
Mr.  Foot , was  adopted  without  opposition. 

Mr.  M'Kim  then  moved  to  strikeout  the  177th  line, 
viz:  “On  tallow  four  cents  per  pound.”  He  support- 
ed his  motion  by  a short  speech,  to  which  Mr.  Tod  re- 
plied. 

The  committee  rose  without  coming  tt>  a decision. 


Tuesday,  March  16.  After  the  usual  reports  had 
been  received — 

Mr.  Sloane  moved  to  postpone  all  the  previous  or- 
ders, and  take  up  the  report  of  the  committee  df 
elections  unfavorable  to  the  right  of  John  Bailey,  a 
member  of  this  house,  to  a seat  therein.  Mr.  Bailey 
was  proceeding  with  some  remarks;  but  the  chair 
pronounced  all  discussion  out  of  order  till  the  ques- 
tion was  taken  on  considering.  It  was  then  takep, 
and  decided  in  the  affirmative — ayes  103,  noes  62. 

The  house  accordingly  went  into  committee  of  the 
whole,  Mr.  Cobb  in  the  chair,  on  the  report  above- 
mentioned.  The  report  of  the  committee  of  elections 
was  read. 

Mr.  Bailey  then  addressed  the  committee  for  above 
an  hour,  in  opposition  to  the  report — to  several  of  the 
statements  of  which  he  objected  in  point  of  fact,  and 
the  principles  of  which  he  examined  in  succession. 

After  some  remarks  from  several  other  gentlemen, 
the  committee  rose  and  had  leave  to  sit  again. 

A message  was  received  from  the  president  of  the 
United  States,  by  Mr.  Everet,  his  private  secretary, 
ig  the  words  following: 

To  the  house  of  representatives: 

In  compliance  with  a resolution  of  the  house  of  re- 
presentatives of  the  17th  of  February  last,  requesting 
“information  whether  any  measures  had  been  taken 
for  carrying  into  effect  the  resolution  of  congress  of 
June  the  7th,  1777,  directing  a monument  to  be  erect- 
ed to  the  memory  of  David  Wooster,  a brigadier  ge- 
neral in  the  army  of  the  Unitad  States,  who  fell  in  de- 
fending the  liberties  of  America,  and  bravely  repel- 
ling an  inroad  of  the  British  forces  to  Danbury,  in 
Connecticut,”  I have  caused  the  necessary  inquiry  to 
be  made,  and  find,  by  the  report  of  the  register  of  the 
treasury,  that  no  monument  has  been  erected  to  the 
memory  of  that  patriotic  and  gallant  officer,  nor  has 
any  money  been  paid  to  the  executive  of  Connecticut 
on  that  account.  Jambs  Monroe. 

March  15,  1824. 

The  above  message  was  referred  to  the  committee 
of  ways  and  means,  and 

Then  the  house  adjourned. 

Wednesday,  March  16.  The  resolution  offered  yes- 
terday by  Mr.  Breck,  was  called  up  for  consideration, 
and,  on  motion  of  Mr.  B.  it  was  modified  so  as  to  read 
as  follows: 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  of  commerce  be  in- 
structed to  report  to  this  house  whether  any  law  ex- 
ists in  contravention  of  the  provisions  of  the  conven- 
tion of  the  3rd  July,  1815,  made  between  this  country 
and  Great  Britain;  also,  to  inquire  into  the  expediency 
of  countervailing  bylaw  any  duties  or  port  charges 
on  American  commerce  or  tonnage,  which  Great  Bri- 
tain may  lay  thereon,  in  her  colonies,  or  elsewdiere. 
[Agreed  to.] 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Mcj'cer,  it  was 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  the  suppression  of 
the  slave  trade,  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expe- 
diency of  amending  the  existing  laws  of  the  United 
States,  for’tho  suppression  of  that  traffic,  so  as  to  ex- 
tend the  penalties  thereof  to  cases  of  expeditions  fit- 
ted out  in  foreign  ports  or  places,  for  that  traffic,  by  or 
on  account  of  citizens  or  persons  residing  within  the 
jurisdiction  of  the  United  States. 

The  house,  in  committee  of  the  whole,  further  con- 
sidered the  report  of  the  committee  cf  election  in  the 
case  of  John  Bailey. 

The  debate  and  proceedings  that  followed  were  te- 
dious and  perplexing — they  lasted  until  4 o’clock,  when 
the  committee  rose,  reported  progress,  and  had  leave 
to  sit  again — 84  to  80. 

[The  grounds  cn  which  this  question  rests,  (says  the 
National  Intelligencer),  will  be  best  understood  by 
comparing  the  report  of  the  committee  of  elections 
with  Mr.  Bailey’s  reply,  both  of  which  we  shall  take 
an  early  opportunity  of  submitting  to  our  readers. 
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It  may  be  necessary*  in  the  mean  while,  summarily, 
to  stats  that  Mr.  Bailey , when  elected  by  his  constitu- 
ents at  Norfolk,  in  Massachusetts,  was,  and  for  several 
years  had  been,  residing  at  Washington,  performing 
-the  duty  of  a clerk  in  the  department  of  state,  and 
had  married  in  this  city;  but  had  taken  no  share  in 
municipal  concerns  here,  and  constantly  declared  his 
intention  to  return  to  Massachusetts,  where  his  home 
was  stated  to  be,  and  where  he  possessed  a valuable 
library.  It  is  contended  by  the  committee  of  elections, 
that  he  was  not  an  “inhabitant”  of  Norfolk  in  the 
sense  of  the  constitution,  but  wras  an  inhabitant  of 
Washington:  it  is  insisted  on  by  Mr.  B.  and  his  de- 
fenders, that,  though  actually  resident  at  Washington, 
this  residence  was  temporary,  his  home  was  in  Nor- 
folk, and  he  was,  therefore,  an  “inhabitant”  of  the 
latter  place,  within  the  meaning  of  the  constitution, 
and  was  to  be  considered  on  the  same  footing  with  fo- 
reign ministers,  who,  though  bodily  absent,  on  public 
service,  retain,  nevertheless,  their  homes  in  their  own 
states,  and  are  eligible  to  congress,  &c.  &c. 

THURSDAY’S  PROCEEDINGS 'MARCH  19. 

In  the  senate.  Several  private  bills  were  passed. 
The  proposed  amendments  to  the  constitution  of  the 
United  States  occupied  the  chief  part  of  the  day;  the 
motion  of  indefinite  postponement  being  considered — 
on  which  the  question  was  not  taken.  The  other  bu- 
siness attended  to  will  appear  hereafter. 

In  ihe  house  of  representatives.  Mr.  Owen  offered  the 
following  resolution : 

Resolved , That  the  committee  on  the  public  lands  be 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  making 
provision,  bylaw,  to  secure  to  all  persons  who  have 
planted  on  public  lands,  the  privilege  of  gathering  the 
crops,  when  the  lands  shall  be  sold  by  the  government, 
while  such  crops  are  standing. 

This  produced  considerable  debate — but  the  reso- 
lution was  agreed  to — ayes  83,  noes  69. 

The  remainder  of  the  day  was  spent  in  committee 
of  the  whole,  on  the  report  of  the  committee  of  elec- 
tions, in  the  case  of  John  Bailey.  Many  gentlemen 
expressed  their  opinions  on  it.  There  were  three  or 
four  motions  to  adjourn — all  lost.  The  previous  ques- 
tion was  called  for,  and  not  sustained.  In  the  course 
of  the  proceedings — 

Mr.  McDuffie  offered  the  following  amendment: 

“That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  house,  that  John  Bai- 
ley came  to  the  city  of  Washington  in  the  year  1817, 
with  the  intention  of  returning  to  the  state  of  Massa- 
chusetts, and  that  the  said  intention  has  continued  to 
the  time  of  his  election  to  this  house: 

u Resolved , therefore,  That  he  is  entitled  to  his  seat  in 
this  house.” 

At  last,  at  a late  hour,  it  was  decided,  by  yeas  and 
nays,  that  Mr.  Bailey  was  not  entitled  to  his  seat — yeas 
125,  nays  55.  [The  names  of  those  who  voted  shall 
be  given  in  our  next.] 

[Pending  the  call  of  the  yeas  and  nays,  when  the 
vote  of  Mr.  McDuffie  was  called  for,  he  rose  and 
asked  to  be  excused  from  voting,  and  gave  as  a reason, 
“that  he  wished  those  who  should  come  after  him  into 
this  house,  to  understand  the  grounds  upon  which  his 
vote  rested,  for  which  purpose  he  offered  an  amend- 
ment, and  which  had  been  put  aside,  without  division, 
by  the  previous  question.”] 

The  committee  of  the  whole  was  then  discharged, 
and  the  report  was  laid  on  the  table — and,  after  a 
fatiguing  session,  the  house  adjourned. 


CHRONICLE. 

The  small  pox  still  rages  in  the  cities  of  New  York 
and  Philadelphia. 

Naval.  A letter  dated  Mantanzas,  (Cuba,)  Feb. 
-0,  says — “The  U.  S.  brig  Spark,  lieut.  commandant 


Newton,  arrived  last  evening,  from  the  windward 
islands,  and  the  schooners  Jackall,  Ferret  and  Ter- 
rier, are  in  port.  Piracies  are  completely  restrained, 
but  the  pirates  still  exist;  and  whenever  the  restrain- 
ing power  disappears,  their  depredations  will  be  re- 
newed. The  privateers  of  the  independents  of  South 
America  have  destroyed  a large  amount  of  property 
on  this  coast,  and  burn  even  the  miserable  vessels 
which  navigate  the  shores  of  the  island,  and  the  ex- 
asperation against  us  is  increased  by  every  new  out- 
rage.” 

The  U.  S.  schooner  Porpoise,  lieut.  com.  Ramage, 
has  arrived  at  Charleston  from  Havana. 

The  U.  S.  schooners  Ferret,  Fox  and  Weazle  were  at 
Havana  on  the  2d  instant.  It  appears  that  Thompson's 
Island  has  become  quite  healthy. 

The  U.  S.  schooner  Shark,  lieut.  com.  Stevens,  en- 
countered a dreadful  gale  of  wind  off  Alvarado,  Mex- 
ico, on  the  11th  of  February,  by  which  many  vessels 
were  wrecked.  She  escaped,  however,  by  running 
through  the  breakers  on  the  bar  in  the  midst  of  the 
tempest;  but  her  launch,  under  command  of  the  mas- 
ter, Mr.  Thompson,  and  the  boatswain,  with  seven- 
teen men,  which  had  been  sent  to  the  relief  of  an 
English  vessel  that  had  run  on  shore,  was  capsized, 
(after  the  said  vessel  had  been  saved),  and  it  was  be- 
lieved that  all,  except  four  of  the  officers  and  crew  of 
the  launch,  were  lost. 

Albany.  We  have  heretofore  noticed  the  perse- 
verance of  the  opposing  parties  in  the  common  coun- 
cil of  Albany,  as  to  the  election  of  mayor,  and  that,  for 
two  months  they  had  been  balloting,  always  1 1 and  11. 
The  council  met  again  last  week,  and  ballotted  a do- 
zen or  two  times  more,  1 1 and  1 1 ; but  at  last,  Am- 
brose Spencer  had  11  votes,  John  Lansing,  jun.  10,  and 
one  blank — so  Mr.  Spencer  was  chosen.  He  was  the 
only  candidate  of  his  friends  from  the  start,  but  the 
other  side  supported  three,  at  different  times. 

New-York.  A great  fire  took  place  at  the  ship  build- 
ing establishment  on  Manhattan  Island,  on  Sunday 
morning  last.  A ship-house,  large  enough  for  a frigate, 
with  a steam-boat  building  under  it,  and  several  other 
vessels,  partly  finished,  with  a large  quantity  of  tim- 
ber, were  consumed.  So  rapid  was  the  progress  of 
the  flames,  that  one  of  the  fre  engines  was  burnt.  The 
loss  of  property  is  estimated  at  25,000  dollars. 

Incorporations.  The  present  senate  of  New  York, 
have  lately  rejected  several  bills  for  the  establish- 
ment of  new  banks  and  other  incorporations. 

A tread  mill  has  been  introduced  into  the  Alms 
house  at  Philadelphia,  which  has  had  a powerful  ef- 
fect in  ridding  it  of  the  sturdy  paupers.  The  roll  is  150 
less  than  it  was  at  this  time  last  year. 

Three  saddles  have  been  lately  made  in  New  York, 
for  distinguished  individuals  in  South  America,  which, 
for  costliness  and  beauty,  exceed  any  article  of  the 
kind  ever  manufactured  in  this  country.  The  price 
of  each,  with  the  bridle,  will  be  about  $200. 

By  steam!  The  steam  boat  Pennsylvania,  with  6o 
tons  of  goods,  16  cabin  and  165  deck  passengers,  late- 
ly made  the  trip  from  New  Orleans  to  the  falls  of  the 
Ohio,  in  twelve  days  and  six  hours,  including  thirty 
hours  of  detention  by  stoppages,  or  ten  days  running 
time.  This  is  the  shortest  passage  ever  made. 

Peppermint.  The  Geneva  (N.  Y.)  Gazette  says— 
last  week  was  nbtained  from  the  bank  in  the  village, 
on  a cheek,  between  two  and  three  thousand  dollars, 
being  the  proceeds  of  sales  of  oil  of  peppermint,  manu- 
factured in  the  town  of  Phelps,  by  F.Vandemark,  &.  Co. 
the  past  season,  and  sold  to  a person  in  Massachusetts. 

Vermont.  It  is  said  that  there  is  one  justice  of  the 
peace  to  every  177  souls  in  this  state — but  it  is  proba- 
ble that  many  of  them  are  merely  nominal,  as  hun-- 
dreds  are  in  Maryland. 
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Important  articles.  We  now  insert  the  elaborate 
opinion  of  the  supreme  court  of  the  United  States  on 
what  is  familiarly  called  “the  steam  boat  case,”  and 
which  involves  some  of  the  most  important  of  the 
constitutional  points.  We  shall  also  soon  find  room 
for  the  opinion  of  the  same  court,  in  the  case  of  the 
-tate  of  Ohio  rs.  the  bank  of  the  United  States. 

A copy  of  the  biennial  report  of  the  secretary  of 
the  treasury  on  the  commerce  and  navigation  of  the 
United  States,  is  before  us.  It  makes  a book  of  164 
pages,  besides  the  large  tables ; we  are  preparing  such 
an  abstract  of  the  whole  as  will  enable  our  readers 
to  refer  to  almost  every,  if  not  to  every,  particular, 
generally  useful  to  be  known;  and  we  shall,  proba- 
cy. get  ii  into  six  or  eight  pages  of  the  Register. 

Other  important  papers  on  hand  shall  be  disposed  of 
as  fast  as  possible — and  there  are  several  speeches 
on  file  that  we  are  anxious  to  insert — with  a great 
many  statistical  articles. 

Congress.  The  house  of  representatives,  on  Wed- 
nesday last,  commenced  its  sittings  at  1 1 o’clock,  A. 
M.  and  a pretty  full  house  was  present  before  the 
reading  of  the  journal  was  finished.  This  looks  en- 
couraging.   

The  supreme  court  of  the  United  States  adjourned 
on  Wednesday  last,  after  a session  of  six  weeks,  dur- 
ing which  period  sixty-three  of  the  cases  on  the  docket 
were  disposed  of,  many  of  which  were  highly  interest- 
ing. One  hundred  and  seven  cases  remain  to  be  de- 
cided on;  but  the  judges  are  obliged  to  separate  now, 
"to  hold  the  courts  in  their  several  circuits. 

Hear  both  sides.  In  the  house  of  representatives 
on  the  23d  instant,  when  a reduction  of  the  proposed 
duty  on  hemp  was  before  the  committee — 

Mr.  Webster  desired,  before  the  debate  proceeded, 
to  be  allowed  to  state  a few  calculations,  which  he 
believed  to  be  accurate,  and  which,  he  thought,  might 
Lave  a bearing  on  the  decision  of  the  present  ques- 
tion. He  then  read  the  following: 

First  cost  of  one  ton  of  hemp,  in  Russia,  on  the 
average  of  prices  for  the  last  three  years  $89  05 
Amount  of  charges,  in  Russian  ports  14  49 

Amount  cf  present  duty  30  00 

Freight  from  Russia  to  the  United  States  30  00 

74  49 

Without  adding  insurance  and  commissions. 

By  the  proposed  bill  the  cost  would  stand  thus: 

First  cost,  in  Russia  89  05 

Charges  in  Russian  ports  14  49 

Freight  30  00 

Proposed  duty  44  SO 

89  29 

Amount  of  duties  now  actually  paid  on  a ship,  bur- 
then 350  tons: 

14  tons  iron,  including  anchors,  at  $15  per  ton  210  00 
13  tons  cordage  at  30  dollars  per  ton,  390  dolls. 

less  1-6  for  tar,  65  dollars,  325  00 

40  bolts  heavy  duck,  duties  2 dollars,  80 

20  do.  Ravens,  do.  1 25,  25 

—105  00 

5000  pounds  copper  bolts,  4 cents,  120  00 

Mahogany,  hardware,  ship  chandlery,  paints, 
drygoods  for  cabin,  &c.  estimated  at  1000, 
and  paying  a duty  on  an  average  of  20  per 
per  cent.  200  00 

44  hds.  salt,  used  for  salting  timber,  duties  2 20,  96  80 


4.056  80 


These  computations,  Mr.  Webster  stated,  were  fur-* 
nishedby  one  of  his  constituents,  a gentleman  of  the 
utmost  probity  and  accuracy,  and  he  was  sure  it  might 
be  relied  on. 

gt^pit  is  possible  that  these  calculations  may  stand 
correct,  foreign  materials  being  exclusively  used;  but 
the  following  is  not  less  so. 

Now  let  us  suppose  that  the  ship  thus  built,  is  made 
a regular  trader  to  the  Havana,  performing  three 
voyages  a year,  for  five  years,  and  that  the  return 
cargoes  are  1,000  boxes  of  sugar,  or  1,500  barrels  or 
bags  of  coffee  each — not  being  half  filled. 

Tonnage  duty,  at  six  cents  per  ton,  each  voyage  $21 
Voyages  in  the  five  years  15 

$315 

A Spanish  ship  would  pay  $1  per  ton  each  voyage,  350 
Voyages  in  the  five  years  15 

$5,250 ! 

So  much  for  protection  as  to  tonnage — but  this  is  not 
all. 

The  duty  on  400,000  lbs.  of  sugar  is  $12,000 

The  additional  10  per  cent,  if  imported  in  foreigh 
vessels,  is  $1,200 — three  voyages  a year,  3,600;  five 
years,  $18,000, 

The  duty  on  300,000  lbs.  of  coffee  is  $15,000 

Additional  10  per  cent.  $1,500;  three  voyages  a 
year  4,500;  five  years  $22,500. 

Now,  I guess  that  this  amount  of  protection  may  well 
pay  the  duty  imposed  on  articles  used  in  the  building 
of  ships,  and  especially  on  those  trading  to  Cuba, 
whose  trade  is  worth  more  to  us  than  the  united  value 
of  the  trade  to  three  fourths  of  all  Europe. 

These  immense  advantages  were  enjoyed  by  our 
ship-owners,  without  exception  as  to  any  nation,  until 
a few  years  ago;  and  then,  the  merchants,  finding 
themselves  strong  enough  to  meet  the  foreign  compe- 
tition, or  wishing  to  get  rid  of  the  countervailing  duties 
laid  by  foreigners,  were  pretty  generally  willing  to 
admit  foreign  vessels  on  the  same,  terms  of  our  own, 
provided  always  nevertheless,  foreigners  would  so  re- 
ceive ours! — and  to  this  Great  Britain  and  some  other 
nations  have  agreed,  and  a reciprocity  exists  between 
us  and  them;  hut  Spain,  &c.  have  not  agreed,  and  the 
extra  tonnage  and  discriminatory  duties  are  in  full 
force.  Further,  to  /orce  the  navigation  of  the  United 
States,  even  after  this  principle  of  reciprocity  was 
agreed  on,  it  was  enacted  that  vessels  coming  from 
ports  or  places,  which  those  of  the  United  States  were 
not  (ordinarily)  permitted  to  enter  and  trade  at,  should 
pay  two  dollars  per  ton. 

These  are  only  a few  of  the  things  that  have  been 
done  for  our  navigation.  The  whole  system  is  one  of 
protection,  bounty  and  PROHIBITION.  How  gene- 
rous in  those  who  possess  these  advantages,  to  refuse 
even  encouragement  to  another  aDd  more  numerous 
class  of  their  fellow  citizens! 

The  caucus.  The  “National  Intelligencer”  of  Wed- 
nesday has  thirteen  of  its  ponderous  columns- filled 
with  sketches  of  the  debate  that  took  place  in  the  se- 
nate, on  Thursday  and  Friday,  last  week,  when  the 
motion  for  an  indefinite  postponement  of  all  the  pro- 
posed amendments  of  the  constitution  was  under  con- 
sideration. In  the  course  of  his  remarks,  Mr.  King t 
of  New  York,  alluded  to  the  practice  of  nominating 
candidates  for  the  presidency,  “by  congressioim.  -au- 
cusses,”  and  this  produced  a discussion  which  is 


Vom  XX V7 


.5 


50 


NILES’  REGISTER — MARCH  27,  1824 — EDITORIAL. 


said  to  have  elicited  more  feeling  than  has  been  shewn 
in  the  senate  for  many  years;  and  perhaps  that  “ho- 
norable body”  might  have  talked  about  caucusses, 
(though  gov.  Troup,  of  Georgia,  cannot  find  out  the 
meaning  of  the  word),  until  this  day,  if  the  vice-presi- 
dent had  not  inquired,  what  gentlemen  were  doing? 
and  then  they  stopped;  being  incapable  of  telling 
what  the  history  of  such  meetings,  unknown  to  the  con- 
stitution, had  to  do  with  the  constitution  itself. 

The  debate,  though  a curious  one  to  have  taken 
place  in  so  grave  a body  as  the  senate,  has  no  great 
merit  or  interest  in  it — and,  as  I would  not  have  the 


Military  service  of  the  U.  S.  for  1824.  The 
following  are  the  items  of  the  act  which  has  passed 
both  houses  of  congress,  and  been  approved  by  the 
president,  for  the  support  of  the  military  service  of 
the  present  year: 

Pay  and  subsistence  $994,401  05 

[Including  the  support  of  the  military 
academy,  $120,1 19.] 

Subsistence — [in  addition  to  an  unex- 
pended balance  of  $21,600]  269,347  00 

Forage  for  officers  36,123  00 

Recruiting  service  [in  addition  to  an  unex-' 


pended  balance  of  $16,000] 


senate  to  be  other  than  grave,  I regret  it.  They  have  ! 

legitimated  the  word  “caucus”  by  this  proceeding — ! Contingent  expenses  of  ditto 
which  -the  Washington  Republican  tells  us,  the  vene-  I Purchasing  department  [in  addition  to 
rable  John  Taylor,  of  Virginia,  said  was  the  “ Wash - j clothing  on  hand] 

ingtonbull  dance;”  some  of  the  speeches  may  be  use-  1 For  the  purchase  of  woollens 


ful  for  future  occasions,  and,  if  room  was  allowed, 
they  should  be  registered.  One,  and,  perhaps,  more, 
of  those  who  now  venerate  caucus,  have  not  always 


Medical  and  hospital  department  [in  ad- 
dition to  supplies  on  hand,  and  an  un- 
expended balance,  together  $22,100] 
supported  the  persons  named  by  such  meetings,  even  j Quarter  masters  department  [in  addition 
when  our  country  icas  at  war , and  the  union  of  the  party  to  an  unexpended  balance  of  $3r 
was  indispensable  to  its  own  preservation,  and  the  success  For  the  purchase  of  Gridley’s  farm 
of  that  war.  JdJ^But  nothing  was  said  about  that. 

Residence.  The  vote  of  the  house  of  representa- 
tives, in  the  case  of  Mr.  Bailey,  goes  to  establish  the  ; Revolutionary  pensioners 


13,400  00 
16,800  00 

141,627  59 
20,000  00 


10,000  00 


to  an  unexpended  balance  of  $35,000]  249,000  00 

10,000  00 

contingencies  of  the  army  15,000  00 

national  armories  360,000  00 

current  expenses  of  the  ordnance  dept.  42,000  00 

1,291,716  39 


fact,  that  the  employment  of  a person,  as  clerk,  in 
one  of  the  public  offices  at  Washington,  causes  him  to 
lose  the  privileges  of  a domicil  in  the  state  wherein 
he  resided  before  his  appointment. 

The  navy.  We  are  glad  to  see  the  following  “gene- 
ral order”  issued  from  the  navy  department,  dated 
March  5,  1824: 

After  the  receipt  of  this  order,  no  officer,  within  the 
United  States,  shall  be  arrested  without  the  sanction 
of  this  department.  When  complaint  is  made  against 
any  officer,  his  commanding  officer  may,  at  his  discre- 
tion, suspend  him,  until  the  directions  of  the  secre- 
tary of  the  navy  are  received;  and  it  shall  be  the  du- 


Pensions  to  invalids,  widows  and  or- 
phans 313,174  42 

Arrearages  of  the  war  dept,  prior  to  the 

1st  July,  1815  26,000  00 

The  second  section  has  the  following  proviso: 
Provided,  however,  That  no  money  appropriated  by 
this  act,  shall  be  paid  to  any  person,  for  his  compensa- 
tion, who  is  in  arrears  to  the  United  States,  until  such 
person  shall  have  accounted  for  and  paid  into  the 
treasury,  all  sums  for  which  he  may  be  liable:  Pro- 
vided further , That  nothing  in  this  section  contained, 
shall  extend  to  balances  arising  solely  from  the  de- 
preciation of  treasury  notes,  received  by  such  person, 
to  be  expended  in  the  public  service;  but,  in  all  cases 
ty  of  said  commanding  officer,  forthwith,  to  furnish ! where  the  pay  or  salary  of  any  person  is  withheld, 
to  the  department,  through  the  proper  channel,  a i in  pursuance  of  this  act,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  ac- 
statement  of  the  charges  against  him,  with  the  names  j counting  officer,  if  demanded  by  the  party,  his  agent  or 
of  the  witnesses  by  whom  they  are  tb  be  proved,  and  attorney,  to  report  forthwith  to  the  agent  of  the  trea- 
facts  to  be  proved  by  each  witness.  The  officer  sus-  I sury  department  the  balance'  due;  and  it  shall  be  the 
pended  shall,  also,  be  furnished  with  a statement  of  | duty  of  the  said  agent,  within  sixty  days  thereafter, 
the  charges  against  him,  and  directed  to  furnish  to  the  j to  order  suit  to  be  commenced  against  such  delinquent, 
commanding  officer,  to  be  forwarded  to  the  depart-  j and  his  securities. 

ment,  such  explanatory  statements  as  he  may  wish  to  ! IdpHaving  resolved  that  the  Register  should  not 


make,  with  the  names  of  the  witnesses  by  whom  it  is 
to  be  supported. 

You  will  communicate  this  order  to  the  officers  un- 
der your  command.  Samuel  L.  Southard. 

To  each  commanding  naval  officer. 

Idp’The  very  tedious  and  expensive  court  martial 


be  yielded  to  the  personal  praise  or  dispraise  of  any 
of  the  candidates  for  the  presidency,  (until,  at  least, 
the  necessity  of  it  shall  be  apparent),  I have  been  se- 
veral times  restrained  from  making  such  remarks  on 
the  conduct  of  some  of  the  candidates,  as  would  have 
been  made  if  they  had  not  been  so  conditioued 


convened  at  Norfolk,  for  the  trial  of  Sidney  Smith,  i but  in  the  present  state  of  things,  Mr.  Calhoun 
master  commandant,  and  Beverly  Kennon , lieutenant  j being  considered  as  withdrawn  by  those  whoadvanc- 
in  the  navy,  closed  its  session  the  25th  ult.  Captain  j ed  his  claims  to  the  office,  I may  be  permitted  to  make 
Smith  was  foupd  guilty  of  the  charge  of  receiving  a j a few  observations  on  his  management  of  the  great 
quantity  of  cochineal  on  freight- — and  the  court  ad-  j department  over  which  he  presides,  without  being  sus- 
judged  that  he  should  be  cashiered;  but  they  recom- ! pectedof  unworthy  motives,  even  by  the  most  jealous, 
mended  him  to  mercy,  in  consideration  of  his  long ; The  appropriation  bill  for  the  military  service  of 
services.  The  president  has  approved  the  sentence,  i the  present  year,  affords  a beautiful  demonstration  of 
but  yielded  to  the  recommendation  of  the  court,  and  ■ the  business  of  the  war  department.  It  contains  only 


retained  capt.  S.  in  his  rank  and  station 

We  do  not  distinctly  understand  what  was  the 
charge  against  lieut.  Kennon,  preferred  by  com.  Por- 
ter— but  the  court  says  the  charge  was  not  proved,  and 
lieut.  K.  was  fully  acquitted  of  the  same. 

Particulars  hereafter.  The  case  of  lieut.  Kennon 
appears  to  excite  considerable  feeling,  judging  by 
what  we  see  in  a New  York  paper  and  the  Richmond 


sixteen  items — not  one  of  them  to  cover  an  excess  of 
expenditure  since  July  1815;  and,  though  several  of 
these  items  are  specific  in  their  nature,  there  are  no 
less  than  five  in  which  the  surplusses  of  former  appro- 
priations are  added  to  the  amounts  now  given. 

Judging  by  the  various  reports, that  all  of  us  have 
seen  from  the  war  department,  the  order  and  harmo- 
ny, regularity  and  promptitude,  punctuality  and  re- 


Enquirer.  A letter,  published  in  the  latter,  says  that  sponsibility,  introduced  by  Mr,  Calhoun  in  every 
his  trial  will  not  be  published,  and  that  com.  Porter  branch  of  the  service,  has  never  been  rivalled,  and 
will  not  be  arrested  on  charges  preferred  against  him  perhaps,  cannot  be  excelled — and,  it  must  be  recol- 
by  lieut.  K.  ! lected,  that  he  brought  this  system  out  of  chaos.  Never 
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Was  the  business  of  any  department  in  such  a state  of  J 
perfect  confusion  as  that  now  under  his  charge,  at  the 
time  when  he  was  placed  at  the  head  of  it.  The 
open,  or  unsettled  accounts,  of  all  sorts,  must  have 
amounted  to  nearly  fifty  millions  of  dollars.  How  , 
great  was  the  labor  to  cleanse  this  Augean  stable!  but, 
mightily  supported  by  the  acute  and  indefatigable  Mr. 
Hagner,  the  old  and  filthy  accounts  are  nearly  all  dis-  J 
posed  of- — and  how  things  are  conducted  now  is  J 
shewn  by  the  following  extract  from  Mr.  Calhoun’s 
report  to  the  president,  dated  29th  Nov.  last — “The 
statements  afford  satisfactory  proof,  that  order,  accu- 
racy, economy  and  accountability,  have  been  introduc- 
ed into  every  branch  of  the  military  service.  It  will 
be  seen,  by  them,  that  the  money  appropriated  by  con- 
gress had  been  applied  with  economy  to  effect  the  ob- 
jects of  appropriation;  that  the  accounts  have  been 
made  up  with  accuracy,  and  transmitted  with  promp- 
titude to  the  proper  departments  for  settlement,  and 
have  there  been  settled  without  delay.  The  obser- 
vations* are  true,  with  scarcely  a single  exception; 
and  the  result  has  been,  that,  of  the  entire  amount  of 
money  drawn  from  the  treasury  in  the  year  1822, 
for  the  military  service,  including  the  pensions, 
amountingto  fit, 571, 961  94,  although  it  passed  through 
the  hands  of  no  less  than  two  hundred  and  ninety-one 
disbursing  agents,  there  has  not  been  a single  defalcation , 
nor  the  loss  of  a cent  to  the  government;  and  that  the 
whole  has  been  accounted  for  at  the  treasury,  except 
a small  amount,  which  remains  in  the  hands  of  the 
disbursing  agents,  ready  to  be  applied  to  the  objects 
for  which  it  was  drawn.  The  disbursements  of  the 
three  first  quarters  of  this  year,  have  been  equally 
satisfactory;  and  there  is  every  reason  to  believe, 
that  no  defalcation,  nor  any  loss,  will  occur  in  the 
year.” 

This  great  perfection  has  been  introduced  by  a ju- 
dicious division  of  labor.  There  is  a head  for  every 
divisablc  part  of  the  service,  and  each  chief  nas  un- 
der him  one  or  two  almost  equally  capable  assistants 
or  clerks,  and  thus  every  thing  goes  on  like  clock- 
work. An  exhibit  of  any  man’s  account,  of  of  any  fact 
desired  to  be  ascertained,  may  be  had  as  it  wrere  on 
the  instant — and  all  the  items  are  kept  so  posted  up, 
that,  by  turning  to  the  name  of  a person  or  thing,  all 
that  relates  to  him  or  it,  may  be  know  n just  as  the  fact 
is  ascertained  at  bank,  when  a check  is  presented, 
wdiethefi  the  drawer  of  it  has,  or  has  not,  the  deposite 
to  meet  it.  The  advantages  arising  from  this  need 
only  be  mentioned  to  be  appreciated,  by  a refecting 
people. 

Manufactures.  The  secretary  of  state  has  made 
a report,  in  obedience  to  a resolution  of  the  senate, 
“of  such  articles  manufactured  in  the  United  States  as 
would  be  liable  to  duties,  if  imported  from  foreign 
countries;  and  also  of  the  amount  of  capital  invest- 
ed in  each  county,  respectively:  with  a schedule  of 
factories  incorporated  by  state  law's,  from  1SOO  to 
1820,  inclusive.” 

The  report  is  extracted  from  the  digest  of  manu- 
factures, and  this,  it  will  be  recollected,  wTas  regard- 
ed so  imperfect,  when  laid  before  the  house  of  repre- 
sentatives, that  a proposition  was  made  to  deposite  all 
the  copies  in  the  congressional  library,  where,  I be- 
lieve, they  remain  until  this  day.  The  cause  of  this 
imperfection  was  the  short  and  confused  returns  of 
of  the  marshals — who  had  not  been  allowed  anything 
like  a necessary  compensation  to  complete  the  design 
of  the  act  requiring  a return  of  manufactures;  and, 
besides,  many  engaged  in  the  business  were  unwilling, 
or  too  much  occupied,  to  furnish  such  information  as 
it  was  desired  to  possess  on  the  subject— and  the 
amounts  returned  hardly  even  led  to  an  idea  w'hat 
were  the  real  sums  of  value  produced  by  the  domestic 
industry,  that  created  in  families  being  generally  un- 
noticed 


But  the  following  view  of  what  arc  properly  called 
“factories” — (and,  perhaps,  about  two  thirds*  of  those 
which  existed  in  1820  may  be  taken  into  the  amount), 
is  of  considerable  interest,  as  it  may  partially  demon- 
strate the  importance  of  such  establishments,  in  the 
estimation  of  those  who  will  refiect.  for  one  moment, 
as  to  what  would  be  the  condition  of  the  United  States, 
if  the  thirty-two  millions  of  annual  value  produced 
were  imported  from  abroad,  and  the  hundreds  of 
thousands  of  persons,  variously  employed  or  main- 
tained by  them,  were  thrown  into  the  business  and 
support  of  agriculture. 

MANUFACTORIES  AND  MANUFACTURES. 

Statement  of  the  amount  and  value  of  dutiable  arti* 
cles,  manufactured  annually  in  the  United  States 
and  territories;  the  amount  of  capital  invested;  and 
the  amount  authorized  and  incorporated  by  state 
laws,  &c. 


STATES  AND 
‘TERRITORIES. 

Amount  and  value 
of  dutiable  arti- 
cles manufactur’d 

Capital  invested. 

Amount  of  capital 
authorized  and 
incorporated  by 
state  laws. 

Maine 

424,648 

439, SOS 

New  Hampshire 

740,894 

893,065 

2,455,000 

Massachusetts 

2,144,816 

4,542,325 

21,049,000 

Rhode  Island 

878,558 

2,107,222 

Connecticut 

2,429,204 

3,144,525 

5,540,000 

Vermont 

784,349 

691,157 

New  York 

4,844,387 

7,774,049 

18,304,000 

New  Jersey 

919,419 

1,725,495 

2,360,000 

Pennsylvania 

5,049,276 

6,323,077 

1,115,000 

Delaware 

561,500 

1,557,296 

Maryland 

1,769,234 

5,671.837 

4,466,500 

Columbia  dist. 

163,040 

45,200 

Virginia 

2,708,077 

3,138,557 

North  Carolina 

473,656 

376,508 

South  Carolina 

70,922 

280,775 

Georgia 

494,752 

219,635 

Alabama 

102,311 

36,501 

Louisiana 

48,750 

33,025 

Tennessee 

1,924,221 

976,229 

Kentucky 

2,141,089 

2,5*15,522 

Ohio 

3,134,772 

3,955,839 

Indiana 

142,692 

150,754 

Illinois 

126,498 

74,465 

Missouri 

160,419 

41,845 

Michigan  ter. 
Arkansas  ter. 

34,500 

60,835 

1,700 

Dollars, 

32,271,984 

, 46,837,266 

55,2S9,5Q0 

To  which.should  be  added — capital  incor- 
porated subsequent  t.o  1S20,  viz: 

New  Hampshire 
Massachusetts 
Connecticut 
New  York 


5.830.000 

6.840.000 

1.900.000 
797,000 


Total  $70,656,500 

Members  of  congress.  Four  members  of  congress, 
three  of  them  out  of  the  senate,  have  been  appointed 
to  foreign  missions  within  the  past  year.  If  this  prac- 
tice is  encouraged,  may  not  persons  become  willing 
to  serve  in  congress  without  pay,  and  be  as  disinterest- 
ed as  a large  majority  of  the  attending  members  of 
the  British  parliament  are — and  dispose  of  their  “yeas 
and  nays”  quite  as  honestly? 


*If  I were  to  judge  by  things  that  are  within  my  own 
knowledge,  I should  believe  that  the  returns  were  de- 
ficient in  one  half — but  more  attention  was  paid  to 
the  subject  in  the  eastern  than  in  any  of  the  rest  of 
fhe  states,  and,  perhaps,  two  thirds  may  be  allowed. 
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The  practice  of  appointing  members  of  congress  to 
office,  has  been  widely  extended  within  a few  years. 
That  it  tends  to  strengthen  the  power  of  the  execu- 
tive, by  holding  out  the  prospect  of  snug  places  to 
scores  of  hungry  hunters,  is  certain ; and,  on  that  ac- 
count alone,  the  executive  should  feel  great  delica'  y 
in  continuing  it.  It  is  among  the  oldest  and  best  es- 
tablished of  my  political  principles,  that  the  repre- 
sentatives of  the  people,  or  of  the  states,  should  hope 
for  no  other  place  during  the  time  for  which  they  are  ; 
elected  or  appointed — else  it  is  morally  impossible : 
that  their  public  conduct  shall  not  be  influenced  by  a 
regard  for  their  private  profit.  While  this  is  the  case, 
“the  general  government  cannot  be  preserved  in  its 
ichole  constitutional  vigor.”  Those  elected  by  the 
; people  should  not  be  even  suspected  of  seeking  the  pa- 
tronage of  the  executive. 

Public  debt  of  the  United  States.  Statement  of 
the  public  debt  of  the  United  States,  on  the  first  day 
of  January,  in  each  of  the  years  from  1791  to  1823, 
inclusive: 


1791 

$75,463,476 

52 

1S08 

65,196,317 

97  | 

1792 

77,227,924 

66 

1S09 

57,023,192 

09  ! 

1793 

80,352,634 

04 

1810 

55,173,217 

52  ! 

1794 

78,427,404 

77 

1811 

48,005,585 

76  | 

1795 

80,747,587 

39 

1S12 

45,209,737 

90 

1796 

83,762,162 

07 

1S13 

55,962,827 

57  I 

1797 

82,064,479 

33 

1814 

81,487,846 

24  j 

179S 

79,228,529 

12 

1815 

99,833,660 

15 

1799 

78,408,669 

77 

1816 

127,334,933 

74  1 

1800 

82,979,294 

35 

1S17 

123,491,965 

16  ! 

1801 

S3, 038, 050 

80 

1818 

103,466,633 

83  ' 

1802 

80,712,632 

25 

1819 

95,529,648 

2S 

1803 

77,054,688 

30 

1820 

91,015,566 

15 

1S04 

85,427,120 

S8 

1821 

89,987,427 

66  ! 

1S05 

82,312,150 

50 

1822 

93,546,676 

9S  1 

1806 

75,723,270 

66 

1823 

90,S65,877 

22 

1807 

69,218,398 

64 

[Nat.  Int 

the  agency  of  those  who  pass  through  our  streets  witlif 
almanacs  and  ballads  for  sale. 

Johnson  was  found  guilty  of  murder  of  the  first  de- 
gree. The  jury  were  only  ten  minutes  in  making  up 
their  verdict,  so  strong  was  the  proof  of  the  guilt  of 
the  prisoner.  The  deceased  was  his  lodger  at  the 
time,  and  the  murder  was  committed  to  obtain  a few 
hundred  dollars  that  he  had  saved  by  his  industry 
and  economy. 

Fugitive  slaves.  An  interesting  case  .has  just 
been  tried  in  England,  in  the  court  of  king’s  bench, 
in  which  Mr.  F orbes,  a British  merchant  in  the  Span- 
ish provinces  of  East  and  WTest  Florida,  sought  to  re- 
cover from  sir  A.  Cochrane  and  sir  George  Cockburn, 
the  sum  of  3,8001.  the  value  of  some  slaves  belonging 
to  the  plaintiff,  and  harbored  by  the  defendants  on 
board  a British  vessel.  Many  minor  questions  arose 
in  the  progress  of  the  inquiry,  but  the  main  point  was, 
whether  the  refuge,  voluntarily  sought  and  given  to 
slaves,  in  an  English  ship,  did  not  give  to  them  the 
same  right  of  freedom,  which  has  been  decreed  to  the 
child  of  the  desert  the  moment  he  lands  on  the  Bri- 
tish shore.  The  judges,  Bailey,  Holroyd  and  Best, 
were  decidedly  of  opinion  that  the  action  was  not 
maintainable,  as  the  plaintiff  ceased  to  have  any  right 
or  title  to  the  slaves  the  moment  they  threw  themselves 
upon  the  protection  of  the  British  flag. 

Slavery.  The  Liverpool  Mercury  gives  the  follow- 
( ing  statement  of  the  slave  population  in  most  of  the 
: British  W est  India  islands,  for  the  years  1817  and 
1820-1.  The  decrease  in  the  intermediate  years  has 
been  excessive. 

Slaves  have  been  removed  from  some  of  the  other 
colonies  to  Demarara  and  Trinidad;  some  have  also 
been  removed  from  the  Bahamas,  (not  included  in. 
this  statement),  to  Demarara;  and,  on  the  other  hand, 
there  will  have  been  some  manumissions  in  this  pe- 
riod. 


Murders  and  executions.  The  incredible  number 
of  137,000  copies  of  the  London  Observer,  containing 
the  particulars  of  the  trial  and  execution  of  Thurtell, 
for  the  murder  of  W'eare,  are  stated  to  have  been  sold 
in  London. 

|CIPlt  is  almost  impossible  to  believe  in  the  extent 
to  which  such  things  are  apparently  sought  after  by 
the  people  of  Great  Britain,  for  the  editors  of  news- 
papers would  not  publish  them  unless  they  suited  the 
taste  of  their  readers.  The  account  of  a “horrid 
murder”  is  often  spun  out  to  the  length  of  four  or  five 
columns  of  small  tvpef  and  all  the  disgusting  particu- 
lars are  put  down  with  the  minuteness  of  a drawer 
of  deeds;  it  being  seemingly  regarded  as  a matter  of 
mighty  importance,  that  the  length  and  depth  of  a 
wound  causing  death,  should  be  described,  and  that 
the  breadth  of  the  knife  should  be  known,  &c.  with  the 
color  of  the  hair  of  the  murderer,  how  he  looked  on 
the  scaffold,  and  how  he  appeared  after  dissection  by  the 
surgeons,  and  the  like;  and  all  these  things  are  doled 
out  through  the  various  newspapers,  as  of  superior 
interest  to  the  king’s  speech  or  the  proceedings  of 
parliament.  It  is  a most  vicious  and  loathsome  habit. 
But  it  is  profitable  to  the  publishers,  and  they  are  like 
other  people. 

Since  the  preceding  was  written,  I am  sorry  to  ob- 
serve that  the  very  useful  and  industrious  editors  of 
the  New  York  Commercial  Advertiser  have  filled  six 
columns  of  their  paper  with  an  account  of  the  trial 
of  a person  named  Johnson  for  the  murder  of  James 
Murray,  which  made  so  much  noise  in  that  city  some 
time  ago;  and  I regret  also  to  hear  that  many  thou- 
sand persons  were  collected  to  catch  a glimpse  of 
Johnson,  &c.  who  recognized  many  of  his  acquain- 
tances and  nodded  familiarly,  &c.  But  this  is  not  a 
common  practice  in  the  United  States.  The  narra- 
tives of  such  things  are  chiefly  circulcated  through 


1 S 1 7. 

1820-1. 

Decrease. 

Incr. 

Antigua 

32,269 

31,053 

1,216 

00 

Berbice 

23,725 

23,180 

545 

00 

Demarara 

77,867 

77,376 

491 

00 

Dominica 

17,957 

16,554 

1.413 

00 

Grenada 

2S,024 

25,677 

2,247 

00 

Jamaica 

347,069 

341,862 

5,207 

00 

Montserrat 

6,610 

6,505 

105* 

00 

Nevis 

9,693 

9,261 

342 

00 

St.  Kitt’s 

20,137 

19,817 

320 

00 

St.  Lucia 

15,S93 

13,794 

2,099 

00 

St.  Vincent 

25,255 

24,252 

1.003 

00 

Tobago 

15,470 

14,581 

8S9 

00 

Trinidad 

25,941 

23,537 

2,404 

00 

Virgin  Islands 

6,899 

6,167 

732 

00 

652,719 

633,616 

19,103 

00 

Barbadocs 

77,493 

78,345 

00 

852 

The  British  tariff.  A writer  in  the  “Colombian 
Observer”  gives  us  the  following  extracts  from  the- 
British  tariff. 

Page  5.  Band  string  twist,  the  dozen  knots,  each  knot- 
containing  32  yards,  5s. 

8.  Manufactures  of  brass,  50  per  cent. 

14.  And  of  copper,  50  percent. 

9.  Dressed  bristles  12s.  per  cent,  but  undressed 

do.  only  3s.  7 d.  per  cent. 

“ Cables,  tarred  or  untarred,  whether  in  use  or 
otherwise,  21s.  6 d.  the  cwt. 

15.  And  cordage  the  same,  except  standing  or 

running  rigging. 

10.  Camblets,  half  silk  half  hair,  cannot  be  im- 

ported. 

“ Hanging  candlesticks  do.  do. 
lf  Candlewick,  the  cwt.  88s.  8 d. 
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11.  Carpets,  50  per  cent. 

12.  Cider,  i.29  14s.  6d.  per  252  gallons. 

18.  Cotton  manufactures,  dyed,  95  per  cent,  do. 

not  dyed,  50  per  cent. 

20.  Dripping  pans,  prohibited. 

“ Earthenware,  75  per  cent. 

“ Embroidery,  prohibited. 

22.  Flax,  rough  and  undressed,  bd  per  cent,  but 
if  only  dressed  or  hackled,  Z.10  14s.  Qd.  per 
cent. 

24.  Glass,  80  per  cent,  and  an  excise  of  69s.  per 

cent. 

25.  Gridirons  and  grograms  cannot  be  imported 

for  sale. 

“ Hammers  and  handles  for  knives  cannot  be 
imported  for  sale. 

30.  Jewels,  not  set  or  in  any  way  manufactured,  20 

per  cent,  but  if  set  or  manufactured  50  per 
cent. 

31.  Iron  ore,  8s  9 d percent. 

do.  pig,  17s.  6d.  per  cenj. 
do.  cast,  20  per  cent, 
do.  wrought,  50.  per  cent. 

31.  Knives  cannot  be  imported  for  sale, 

“ Laces  do.  do.  do. 

“ Ladles  do.  do.  do. 

32.  Leather  articles  made,  75  per  cent. 

38.  Sails  for  ships  1.104  9s  2d  per  cent,  and  if  in 

use  on  British  ships,  this  duty  must  still  be 
paid. 

“ Linen  not  dyed,  1.76  13s.  4 d.  per  cent. 

“ do.  if  dyed  172  10s.  do. 

“ Sacks,  striped  or  dyed,  Z.172  10s.  per  cent. 

39.  Locks,  prohibited. 

“ Madder,  unmanufactured,  5s.  per  cent,  but  if 
in  anyway  manufactured,  15s.  per  cent. 

40.  Malt  cannot  be  imported. 

41.  Matting  and  matresses,  50  per  cent. 

28.  The  difference  in  dressed  or  undressed  hemp 

is  lA  bs.  10 d.  per  cent. 

“ Musical  instruments,  50  per  cent 

42.  Needles  or  needle  work  cannot  be  imported 

for  sale. 

PRESIDENTIAL. 
gdP’As  all  the  proposed  amendments  to  the  con- 
stitution of  the  United  States,  in  relation  to  the  elec- 
tion of  electors  of  president  and  vice  president,  have 


i tion  of  the  minority  to  get  up,  for  the  recommendation 
I of  governor  Yates. 

“It  is  seriously  talked  of  to  adjourn  the  legislature 
for  the  November  session,  either  to  New  York  or 
Utioa — probably  to  the  former.” 

On  the  14th  ult.  a committee  was  appointed  by  the 
caucus,  to  ascertain  whether  Messrs.  Crawford  and 
Gallatin  would  accept  the  nominations  made  by  that 
assembly  of  congressmen  in  their  private  capacities. 
It  does  not  appear  that  the  committee  has  perform- 
ed the  task  assigned,  for  no  acceptances  of  the  offices  have 
yet  been  published. 


FOREIGN  NEWS. 

Great  Britain.  The  king  has  pardoned  the  mission- 
ary Smith,  condemned  to  death  at  Demarara — but  be 
is  not  to  reside  in  that  colony  or  any  of  the  British 
possessions  in  the  West  Indies. 

A loan  to  the  Greeks,  of  800,0001.  was  negociating 
in  London,  and  would  probably  be  taken,  at  59  per 
cent.  Lord  Byron  is  in  great  favor  with  the  Greeks. 
He  has  been  elected  a member  of  the  council  at  Mis- 
solunghi.  The  produce  of  an  estate,  lately  sold  by 
him,  has  been  loaned,  or  given,  to  the  Greeks. 

The  army,  exclusive  of  the  forces  in  the  East  Indies, 
is  to  consist  of  73,341  men,  besides  3,354  in  the  vete- 
ran battalions  in  Ireland,  being  an  increase  of  4,650 
men. 

Some  of  the  roads  in  England  were  almost  impassa- 
ble by  a great  fall  of  snow,  about  the  middle  of  Febru- 
ary. 

American  Stocks,  Feb.  21.  U.  S.  bank  stock,  L.23  10. 
Three  per  cent.  76-|-jf>  Sixes  94^  102. 

British  stocks  Feb.  23.  Red.  3 per  cents.  92^-£ — con- 
suls, 3 per  cents.  91|~ \ — cons,  for  acct.  91|-£-. 

Spain.  The  interior  of  Spain  is  in  a most  unhappy; 
state.  It  looks  as  if  a new  civil  war  was  about  to 
break  out. 

Madrid , Feb.  10 — The  following  is  an  outline  of  the 
decree  just  issued,  relative  to  the  commerce  of  the 
colonies: 

“By  my  preceding  decrees,  I have  abolished  in  my 
states  beyond  the  sea,  the  self-styled  constitutional 
system,  and  have  there  re-established  my  government 
on  the  same  footing  as  it  was  prior  to  the  7th  March, 
1820. 

“As  to  commercial  relations,  I have  caused  it  to  be 
I signified  to  the  respective  authorities,  by  my  ordi- 
been  indefinitely  postponed,  or  rejected,  by  the  nance  of  the  4th  January,  that  they  were  to  maintain 
senate,  it  may  now  become  the  senate  of  New-York  these  relations  as  they  existed  at  that  time.  Having 
to  re-consider  its  late  vote,  seeing  that  the  prospect  since  consulted  with  my  council  of  the  Indies,  and 
of  some  amendment  being  made  to  the  constitution,  my  council  of  ministers,  I have  resolved  and  decree 


was  among  the  reasons  assigned  why  the  people  of  that 
state  should  not  elect  said  electors. 

At  an  adjourned  meeting  of  the  citizens  of  Fre- 
dericksburg, favorable  to  the  election  of  general  Jack- 
son  to  the  presidency,  Byrd  C.  Willis  acting  as  chair- 


as  follows: 

1st.  Direct  commerce  shall  be  carried  on  in  my 
American  states  with  foreigners,  subjects  of  the  pow- 
ers and  allies,  the  friends  of  Spain;  and  the  merchant 
vessels  of  the'said  powers  may  be  permitted  to  trade 
man,  and  William  Gordon  as  secretary;  the  meeting*  with  those  Ports  in  the  same  manner  as  with  those  of 
resolved  to  support  him  for  that  office,  and  invited  the  i my  states  te  Europe. 

_ r • /•  n_  • n A rlpprop  chol 


co-operation  of  their  fellow-citizens  in  forming  an 
electoral  ticket,  favorable  to  his  election 


2d.  A decree  shall  be  issued  to  regulate  this  com- 
merce, and  to  determine  the  ports  with  which  it  shall 

xi  , , n„  be  carried  on — both  in  the  Mcr  du  Nord.  the  Islands, 

Extract  from  a letter  dated  Albany,  March  20th — “The  an(j  thc  pacjfic  ocean. 

There  shall  be  established  custom-houses  , where 


following  notification  has  been  given  to  the  members 
of  the  le 


nslature,  which  has  met,  so  far  as  I have  been  shall  be  collected  the  duties  of  exports  and  imports, 
ab  f *°.  IcJrn’  with  very  general  approbation.  on  the  footing  of  equality  am0ng  the  subjects  of  the 

The  friends  of  the  Electoral  Law  give  notice  that  said  powers  ” 
they  intend,  before  the  legislature  adjourns,  to  issue  3d!  lt  shai,  in  )ike  manncr  be  determined  by  the 
an  address,  recommending  to  their  constituents  to  regulations  on  this  head,  what  advantages  and  privi- 


to  theii 

choose  delegates  to  meet  in  convention  in  the  month 


c . . - ,,  . , Y v leges  ought  to  be  allowed  to  Spanish  commerce,  agri- 

of  August  or  September  next,  for  the  purpose  of  no-  cuitureand  industry. 

minating  a president  and  vice-president,  governor  and  4th<  Until  the  twJ0  preceding  articles  may  be  fully 
lieutenant  governor,  and  electors  for  president  and  executed,  there  shall  be  no  innovation  in  the  com 
vice-president.’”  I 


merce  with  America;  and  it  shall  be  assimulated,  as 


“The  address  will  be  signed  by  a large  portion  of  the  j much  as  possible  in  other  respects,  to  the  custom  in 
legislature,  and  will  probably  supersede  in  effect,  if  not  i the  island  of  Cuba.  American  Spaniards  will  see  in 
hi  form,  the  capcps,  which  it  is  the  presumed  inten-|  these  measures  a new  proof  of  my  fervent  desires  to 
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increase  their  prosperity;  European  Spaniards  will 
see  my  firm  resolution  to  preserve  to  them  the  privi- 
leges and  advantages  to  which  they  have  a right;  mer- 
chants of  good  faith,  of  all  countries,  the  intention  to 
preserve  and  favor  the  existing  commercial  relations, 
and  the  advantageous  employment  of  their  capitals; 
and,  in  fine,  the  allied  and  friendly  sovereigns  and  go- 
vernments, a public  testimony  of  the  value  which  I at- 
tach to  the  preservation  of  the  harmony  and  good  un- 
derstanding which  unite  us. 

ICJ^The  preceding  decree  appears  to  have  pro- 
duced a great  shock  on  the  London  foreign  stock  ex- 
change. Colombian  and  Chilian  bonds  and  Mexican 
scrip,  all  fell  very  considerably.  In  reference  to  this 
subject  the  Chronicle  remarks : ‘ It  is  absolutely  neces- 
sary, to  the  safety  of  those  merchants  interested  in 
the  South  American  republics,  that  the  British  go- 
vernment should,  at  once,  declare,  either  that  they 
are  independent  nations,  or  that  they  ere  not  so;  for, 
without  an  explicit  understanding  on  this  subject, 
a feverish  distrust  must  continue  to  exist,  and  that 
free  intercourse,  now  so  necessary  to  England , cannot 
be  practised  either  amongst  nations  or  individuals.  ' 
All  business  relating  to  new  America  must  be  suspend- 
ed, until  either  the  ministers  themselves  give  the  neces- 
sary  information,  or  the  members  opposed  to  them  in  i 
parliament  draw  from  them  the  actual  relations  which 
the  British  government  means  to  establish  with  the  . 
new  American  states.” 

Portugal.  It  appears  that  the  Portuguese  have  sent  j 
some  emissaries  to  raise  up  insurrections  in  Brazil. 

The  Turkish  fleet,  fitted  out  in  haste  for  the  relief  j 
of  Smyrna,  has  been  totally  lost  in  the  sea  of  Marmo-  i 
ra.  Five  frigates  and  six  brigs  were  thrown  on  the  j 
coast  in  a storm,  and  the  rest  so  damaged  as  to  be  * 
unfit  for  service.  The  Turks  regard  it  as  a judgment  j 
of  God.  The  Greeks  command  all  the  neighboring  : 
seas  and  gulfs,  &e.  The  patriots,  also,  now  have  a fine  | 
train  of  field  and  battering  artillery,  directed  by  skil- 
ful foreigners.  All  the  preparations  had  been  made 
for  attaching  Patras,  and  it  was  believed  that  the  place 
must  speedily  fall:  after  which,  it  was  supposed  that 
the  Greeks  would  attack  and  beat  the  Turks  in  Thes- 
saly. The  standard  of  the  cross  is  planted  in  Mity- 
lene. 

Jllgiers.  Undhr  official  notices  from  the  British  ad- 
miralty office,  we  learn  that  war  exists  between  Great 
Britain  and  Algiers.  The  dey,  it  appears,  in  several 
eases,  had  given  cause  of  complaint,  and  capt.  Spen- 
cer, in  the  Naiad  frigate,  accompanied  by  the  Came- 
lion  brig,  proceeded  to  Algiers  to  demand  satisfaction. 
He  was  treated  so  badly,  that  the  British  consul  struck 
his  flag,  and.  with  his  family,  to:  k refuge  on  board  the 
frigate.  All  hope  of  accommodation  having  failed, 
eapt.  S.  commenced  the  war,  by  directing  the  com- 
mander of  the  Camelion  to  attack  an  Algerine  cor- 
vette, of  18  guns  and  100  men,  then  entering  the  bay, 
and  she  was  carried  in  a gallant  style.  They  found 
seventeen  Spaniards  on  board  of  her,  about  io  be  car- 
ried into  slavery,  though  the  treaty  between  Great  Bri- 
tain and  Algiers  stipulated  that  the  latter  should  abo- 
lish Christian  slavery;  the  infraction  of  which  main-  ' 
ly  caused  capt.  Spencer’s  visit,  the  dey  having  declar- 
tha‘  he  would  no  longer  observe  the  terms.  The  Bri- 
tish government  justify  the  acts  of  their  officer,  and  J 
have  appointed  convoys  to  protect  the  trade. 


Important  Opinion 

OF  THE  SUPREME  COURT  OF  THE  EXITED  STATES 

ON  THE  STEAM-BOAT  CASE, 

Delivered  by  chief  justice  Marshall,  March  2,  1S24. 

Gibbon  vs.  Ogden. 

This  is  a writ  of  error  to  a decree  of  the  highest 
court  of  law  or  equity  in  the  state  of  New  York,  af- 
firming a decree  pronounced  by  the  chancellor  of 
that  state. 


! The  legislature  of  New  York  has  enacted  severa' 
j laws  for  the  purpose  of  securing  to  Robert  R.  Living- 
ston and  Robert  Fulton  the  exclusive  navigation  of 
all  the  waters  within  the  jurisdiction  of  that  state, 

| with  boats  moved  by  fire  or  steam,  fora  term  of  years, 
i which  has  not  yet  expired : and  has  authorized  the 
i chancellor  to  award  an  injunction,  restraining  any 
I person  whatever  from  navigating  those  waters  with 
! boats  of  that  description. 

j This  bill  was  filed  by  Aaron  Ogden,  claiming  as  as- 
j signee  of  Livingston  and  Fulton,"sugge«ting  that  Tho- 
mas Gibbon,  the  plaintiff  in  error,  was  in  possession  of 
two  steara-boats,  the  Stoudinger  and  Bellona,  which 
! were  actually  employed  in  running  between  New 
; York  and  Elizabethtown  in  New  Jersey,  in  violation 
j of  the  exclusive  privilege  conferred  on  the  plaintiff, 

| and  praying  an  injunction  to  restrain  the  said  Gibbon 
i from  using  the  said  boats,  or  any  others  propelled  by 
[ fire  or  steam,  in  navigating  the  waters  within  the  ter- 
ritory of  New  York. 

The  injunction  having  been  awarded,  the  answer  of 
Gibbon  was  filed,  in  which  he  stated  that  the  boats 
I employed  by  him  were  duly  enrolled  and  licensed, 
according  to  the  act  of  congress,  to  carry  on  the  coast- 
ing trade  of  the  United  States;  and  insisted  on  his 
right,  in  virtue  of  that  license,  to  navigate  the  waters 
between  Elizabethtown  and  New  York,  the  acts  oi 
the  legislature  of  New  York  notwithstanding. 

The  chancellor  perpetuated  the  injunction,  being 
of  opinion  that  the  acts  conferring  the  privilege  were- 
not  repugnant  to  the  constitution  and  Jaws  of  the 
United  States,  and  were  valid.  This  decree  was  af- 
firmed, in  the  court  for  the  trial  o impeachments  and 
correction  of  errors,  which  is  the  highest  tribunal  be- 
fore which  the  cause  could  be  carried  in  the  state. 

The  plan  tiff  in  error  contends  that  this  decree  is 
erroneous,  because  the  laws  which  purport  to  give 
the  exclusive  privilege  it  sustains,  are  repugnant  to 
the  constitution  and  Taws  of  the  United  States. 

They  are  said  to  be  repugnant — 

1st.  To  that  clause  in  the  constitution  which  autho- 
rizes congress  to  regulate  commerce. 

2d.  To  that  which  authorizes  congress  to  promote 
1 the  progress  of  science  and  useful  arts. 

I The  slate  of  New  York  maintains  the  constitution- 
ality of  these  laws  ; and  their  legislature,  their  coun- 
I cil  of  revision,  and  their  judges,  have  repeatedly  con- 
; curred  in  this  opinion.  It  is  supported  by  great 
names — by  names  which  have  aii  the  titles  to  con- 
sideration that  virtue,  intelligence,  and  office,  can 
bestow.  No  tribunal  can  approach  the  decision  of 
this  question  without  feeling  a just  and  real  respect 
for  that  opinion  which  is  sustained  by  such  authority; 
but  it  is  the  province  of  this  court,  while  it  respects, 
not  to  how  to  it  implicity : and  the  judges  must  exer- 
cise, in  the  examination  of  the  subject,  that  under- 
standing which  Providence  has  bestowed  upon  them, 
with  that  independence  which  the  people  of  the  Unit- 
ed States  expect  from  this  department  of  the  govern- 
ment 

As  preliminary  to  the  very  able  discussions  of  the 
constitution,  which  we  have  heard  from  the  bar,  and 
as  having  some  influence  on  its  construction,  refer- 
ence has  been  made  to  the  political  situation  of  these 
states  anterior  to  its  formation.  It  has  been  said, 
tnat  they  were  sovereign;  were  completely  indepen- 
dent, and  were  connected  with  each  other  only  by  a 
league.  This  is  true.  But,  when  these  allied  sove- 
reigns converted,  their  league  into  a government — 
when  they  converted  their  congress  of  ambassadors, 
deputed  to  deliberate  on  their  common  concerns,  and 
to  recommend  measures  of  general  utility,  into  a le- 
| gislature,  empowered  to  enact  laws  on  the  most  inte- 
I resting  subjects,  the  whole  character,  in  which  the 
j states  appear,  underwent  a change,  the  extent  of 
| which  must  be  determined  by  a fair  consideration  of 
the  instrument  by  which  that  change  was  effected 
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This  instrument  contains  an  enumeration  of  powers 
expressly  granted  by  the  people  to  their  government. 
It  has  been  said  that 'these  powers  ought  to  be  constru- 
ed strictly.  But  • hy  ought  they  to  be  so  construed? 
Is  there  one  sentence  in  the  constitution  which  gives 
countenance  to  this  rule?  In  the  last  of  the  enume- 
merated  powers,  that  which  grants,  expressly,  the 
means  for  carrying  all  others  into  execution,  con- 
gress is  authorized  “to  make  all  laws  which  shall  be 
necessary  and  proper”  for  the  purpose.  But  this 
limitation  on  the  means  which  may  be  used,  is  not 
extended  to  the  powers  which  are  conferred;  nor  is 
there  one  sentence  in  the  constitution  which  has  been 
pointed  out  by  the  gentlemen  of  the  bar,  or  which  we 
have  been  able  to  discern,  that  prescribes  this  rule. 
We  do  not,  therefore,  think  ourselves  justified  in 
adopting  it.  What  do  gentlemen  mean  by  a strict 
construction?  If  they  contend  only  against  that  en- 
larged construction  which  would  extend  words  be- 
yond their  natural  and  obvious  import,  we  might  ques- 
tion the  application  of  the  term,  but  should  not  con- 
trovert the  principle.  If  they  contend  for  that  narrow 
construction  which,  in  support  of  some  theory  not  to 
be  found  in  the  constitution,  would  deny  to  the  go- 
vernment those  powers  which  the  words  of  the  grant, 
as  usually  understood,  import,  and  which  are  consist- 
ent with  the  general  views  and  objects  of  the  instru- 
ment; for  that  narrow  construction  which  would 
cripple  the  government,  and  render  it  unequal  to  the 
objects  for  which  it  is  declared  to  be  instituted,  and 
to  which  the  powers  given,  as  fairly  understood,  ren- 
der it  competent,  then  we  cannot  preceive  the  proprie- 
ty of  this  strict  construction,  nor  adopt  it  as  the  rule 
by  which  the  constitution  is  to  be  expounded.  As 
men,  whose  intentions  require  no  concealment,  gene- 
rally employ  the  words  which  most  directly  and  aptly 
express  the  ideas  they  intend  to  convey,  the  enlight- 
ened patriots  who  framed  our  constitution,  and  the 
people  who  adopted  it,  must  be  understood  to  have 
employed  words  in  their  natural  sense,  and  to  have 
intended  what  they  have  said.  If,  from  the  imperfec- 
tion of  human  language,  there  should  be  serious 
doubts  respecting  the  extent  of  any  given  power,  it  is 
a well  settled  rule,  that  the  objects  for  which  it  was 
given,  especially  when  those  objects  are  expressed  in 
the  instrument  itself,  should  have  great  influence  in 
the  construction.  We  know  of  no  reason  for  exclud- 
ing this  rule  from  the  present  case.  The  grant  does 
not  convey  power  which  might  be  beneficial  to  the 
grantor  if  retained  by  himself,  or,  which  can  ensure 
solely  to  the  benefit  of  the  grantee;  but  is  an  invest- 
ment of  power  for  the  general  advantagej  in  the  hands 
of  agents  selected  for  that  purpose,  which  powrer  can 
never  be  exercised  by  the  people  themselves,  but  must 
be  placed  in  the  hands  of  agents  or  lie  dormant.  We 
know  of  no  rule  for  construing  the  extent  of  such 
poAvers,  other  than  is  given  by  the  language  of  the  in- 
strument which  confers  them,  taken  in  connexion 
with  the  purposes  for  which  they  were  conferred. 

The  v'ords  are — “Congress  shall  have  power  to 
regulate  commerce  Avith  foreign  nations,  and  among 
the  several  states,  and  with  the  Indian  tribes.” 

The  subject  to  be  regulated  is  commerce;  and  our 
constitution  being,  as  was  aptly  said  at  the  bar,  one  of 
enumeration,  and  not  of  definition,  to  ascertain  the 
extent  of  the  power,  it  becomes  necessary  to  settle 
the  meaning  of  the  word.  The  counsel  for  the  ap- 
pellee would  limit  it  to  traffic,  to  buying  and  selling, 
or  the  interchange  of  commodities,  and  do  not  admit 
that  it  comprehends  navigation.  This  would  restrict 
a general  term,  applicable  to  many  objects,  to  one  of  its 
significations.  Commerce  undoubtedly  is  traffic,  but 
is  something  more:  It  is  intercourse.  It  describes 

the  commercial  intercourse  between  nations,  and 
parts  of  nations,  in  all  its  branches,  and  is  regulated 
by  prescribing  rules  for  carrying  on  that  intercourse. 
The  mind  can  scarcely  conceive  a system  for  regu- 


lating commerce  between  nations  which  shall  exclude 
all  lawrs  concerning  navigation,  which  shall  be  silent 
on  the  admission  of  the  vessels  of  the  one  nation  into 
the  ports  of  the  other,  and  be  confined  to  prescribing 
rules  for  the  conduct  of  individuals  in  the  actual  em- 
ployment of  buying  and  selling,  or  of  barter. 

If  commerce  does  not  include  navigation,  the  go- 
vernment of  the  union  has  no  direct  power  over  that 
subject,  and  can  make  no  laAv  prescribing  what  shall 
constitute.  American  vessels,  or  requiring  that  they 
shall  be  navigated  by  American  seamen.  Yet  this 
power  has  been  exercised  from  the  commencement 
of  the  government,  has  been  exercised  with  the  con- 
sent of  all,  and  has  been  understood  by  all  to  be  a 
commercial  regulation.  All  America  understands, 
and  has  uniformly  understood,  the  word  “commerce” 
to  comprehend  navigation.  It  wras  so  understood,  and 
must  have  been  so  understood,  when  the  constitution 
was  framed.  The  poAver  over  commerce,  including 
navigation,  was  one  of  the  primary  objects  for  which 
the  people  of  America  adopted  their  government,  and 
must  have  been  contemplated  in  forming  it.  The  con- 
vention must  have  used  the  word  in  that  sense,  be- 
cause all  have  understood  it  in  that  sense;  and  the  at- 
tempt to  restrict  it  comes  too  late. 

If  the  opinion  that  “commerce,”  as  the  word  is  used 
in  the  constitution,  comprehends  navigation  also,  re- 
quire any  additional  confirmation,  that  additional  con- 
firmation is,  we  think,  furnished  by  the  words  of  the 
instrument  itself. 

It  is  a rule  of  construction  acknowledged  by  all, 
that  the  exceptions  from  a power  mark  its  extent;  for 
it  would  be  absurd,  as  well  as  useless,  to  except  from 
a granted  power  that  which  was  not  granted — that 
which  the  w ords  of  the  grant  could  not  comprehend. 
If,  then,  there  are,  in  the  constitution,  plain  excep- 
tions from  the  power  over  navigation,  plain  inhibi- 
tions to  the  exercise  of  that  poAver  in  a particular 
way,  it  is  proof  that  those  who  made  these  exceptions, 
and  prescribed  these  inhibitions,  understood  the  power 
to  w'hich  they  applied  as  being  granted. 

The  9th  section  of  the  1st  article  declares,  that 
“no  preferrence  shall  be  given  by  any  regulation  of 
commerce  or  revenue,  to  the  ports  of  one  state  over 
those  of  another.”  This  clause  cannot  be  understood 
as  applicable  to  those  laws  only  Avhich  are  passed  for 
purposes  of  revenue,  because  it  is  expressly  applied 
to  commercial  regulations;  and  the  most  obvious  pre- 
ference wffiich  can  be  given  to  one  pert  over  another 
in  regulating  commerce,  relates  to  navigation.  But 
the  subsequent  part  of  the  sentence  is  still  more  ex  - 
plicit, It  is,  “nor  shall  vesssels  bound  to  or  from  one 
state,  be  obliged  to  enter,  clear,  or  pay  duties  in 
another.”  These  words  have  a direct  reference  to 
navigation. 

The  universally  acknowledged  power  of  our  go- 
vernment to  impose  embargoes,  must  also  be  consi- 
dered as  showing  that  all  America  is  united  in  that 
construction  which  comprehends  navigation  in  the 
wrord  commerce.  Gentlemen  have  said,  in  argument, 
that  this  is  a branch  of  the  war-making  pow  er,  and 
that  an  embargo  is  an  instrument  of  war,  not  a regu- 
lation of  trade. 

That  it  may  be,  and  often  is  used  as  an  instrument, 
of  war,  cannot  be  denied.  An  embargo  maybe  im- 
posed for  the  purpose  of  facilitating  the  equipment  or 
manning  of  a fleet,  or  for  the  purpose  of  concealing, 
the  progress  of  an  expedition  preparing  to  sail  from  a 
particular  port.  In  these,  and  in  similar  cases,  it  is  a 
military  instrument,  and  partakes  of  the  nature  of 
war.  But  all  embargoes  are  not  of  this  description. 
They  are,  sometimes,  resorted  to  without  a view  to 
war,  and  with  a single  view  to  commerce.  In  such 
case  an  embargo  is  no  more  a war-measure  than  a 
merchantman  is  a ship  of  Avar,  because  both  arc  ves- 
sels which  navigate  the  ocean  with  sails  and  seamen. 
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When  congress  imposed  that  embargo  which,  for  a t 
time,  engaged  the  attention  of  every  man  in  the  s 
United  States,  the  avowed  object  of  the  law  was  the  < 
protection  of  commerce  and  the  avoiding  of  war.  By  < 
its  friends  and  its  enemies  it  was  treated  as  a com-  1 
merciai,  not  as  a war  measure.  The  persevering  j 
earnestness  and  zeal  wuth  which  it  was  opposed,  in  a 1 
part  of  our  country  which  supposed  its  interests  to  be  i 
vitally  affected  by  the  act,  cannot  be  forgotten.  A 
want  of  astuteness  in  discovering  objections  to  a mea-  j 
sure  to  which  they  felt  the  most  deep  rooted  hostility,  i 
will  not  be  imputed  to  those  who  were  arrayed  in  ( 
opposition  to  this.  Yet  they  never  suspected  that  : 
navigation  was  no  branch  of  trade,  and  was,  there- 
fore, not  comprehended  in  the  power  to  regulate 
commerce.  They  did,  indeed,  contest  the  constitu- 
tionality of  the  act,  but  on  a principle  which  admits 
the  construction  for  which  the  appellant  contends. 
They  denied  that  the  particular  law  in  question  w'as 
made  in  pursuance  of  the  constitution,  not  because 
the  power  could  not  act  directly  on  vessels,  but  be- 
cause a perpetual  embargo  was  the  annihilation,  and 
not  the  regulation  of  commerce.  In  terms,  they  ad- 
mitted the  applicability  of  the  words  used  in  the  con- 
stitution to  vessels;  and  that,  in  a case  which  produc- 
ed a degree  and  an  extent  of  excitement  calculated  to 
draw  forth  every  principle  on  which  legitimate  re- 
sistance could  be  sustained.  No  example  could  more 
strongly  illustrate  the  universal  understanding  of  the 
American  people  on  this  subject. 

The  word  used  in  the  constitution,  then,  compre- 
hends, and  has  been  always  understood  to  compre- 
hend, navigation  within  its  meaning;  and  a power  to 
regulate  navigation  is  as  expressly  granted,  as  if  that 
term  had  been  added  to  the  word  “commerce.''’ 

To  what  commerce  does  this  power  extend?  The 
constitution  informs  us  to  commerce  “with  foreign 
nations,  and  among  the  several  states,  and  with  the 
Indian  tribes.” 

It  has,  we  believe,  been  universally  admitted,  that 
these  words  comprehend  every  species  of  commercial 
intercourse  between  the  United  States  and  foreign 
nations.  No  sort  of  trade  can  be  carried  on  between 
this  country  and  any  other,  to  which  this  power  does 
not  extend.  It  has  been  truly  said,  that  commerce, 
as  the  word  is  used  in  the  constitution,  is  a unit,  every 
part  of  which  is  indicated  by  the  term. 

If  this  be  the  admitted  meaning  of  the  word,  in  its 
application  to  foreign  nations,  it  must  carry  the  same 
meaning  throughout  the  sentence,  and  remain  a unit, 
unless  there  be  some  plain  intelligible  cause  which  al- 
ters it. 

The  subject  to  which  the  power  is  next  applied,  is 
to  commerce  “among  the  several  states.”  The  word 
“among”  means  intermingled  with.  A thing  which  is 
among  others,  is  intermingled  with  them.  Commerce 
among  the  states  cannot  slop  at  the  external  boundary 
line  of  each  state,  but  may  he  introduced  into  the  in- 
terior. 

It  is  not  intended  to  say  that  these  words  compre- 
hend that  commerce,  which  is  completely  internal, 
which  is  carried  on  between  man  and  man  in  a state, 
or  between  different  parts  of  the  same  state,  and 
which  does  not  extend  to,  or  affect  other  states.  Such 
a power  would  be  inconvenient,  and  is  certainly  un- 
necessary 

Comprehensive  as  the  word  “among”  is,  it  may 
very  properly  be  restricted  to  that  commerce  which 
concerns  more  states  than  one.  The  phrase  is  not 
one  which  would  probably  have  been  selected  to  in- 
dicate the  completely  interior  traffic  of  a state,  be- 
cause it  is  not  an  apt  phrase  for  that  purpose;  and  the 
enumeration  of  the  particular  classes  of  commerce 
to  which  the  power  was  to  he  extended,  would  not 
have  been  made,  had  the  intention  been  to  extend  the 
power  to  every  description  The  enumeration  pre- 
supposes something  not  enumerated;  and  that  some- 


thing, if  we  regard  the  language  or  the  subject  of  the 
sentence,  must  be  the  exclusively  internal  commerce 
of  a state.  The  genius  and  character  of  the  whole 
government  seem  to  he,  that  its  action  is  to  be  applied 
to  all  the  external  concerns  of  the  nation,  and  to  those 
internal  concerns  which  affect  the  states  generally; 
but  not  to  those  which  are  completely  within  a par- 
ticular state,  which  do  not  affect  other  states,  and 
with  which  it  is  not  necessary  to  interfere  for  the 
purpose  of  executing  some  of  the  general  powers  of 
the  government.  The  completely  internal  commerce 
of  a state,  then,  maybe  considered  as  reserved  for  the 
state  itself. 

But,  in  regulating  commerce  with  foreign  nations, 
the  power  of  congress  does  not  stop  at  the  jurisdic- 
tional lines  of  the  several  states.  It  would  be  a very 
useless  power  if  it  could  not  pass  those  lines.  The 
commerce  of  the  United  States  with  foreign  nations 
is  that  of  the  whole  United  States.  Every  district 
has  a right  to  participate  in  it.  The  deep  streams 
which  penetrate  our  country  in  every  direction,  pass 
through  the  interior  of  almost  every  state  in  the 
union,  and  furnish  the  means  of  exercising  this  right. 
If  congress  has  the  power  to  regulate  it,  that  power 
must  be  exercised  wherever  the  subject  exists.  If 
it  exists  within  the  states,  if  a foreign  voyage  may 
commence  or  terminate  at  a port  within  a state,  then 
the  power  of  congress  may  he  exercised  within  a 
state. 

This  principle  is,  if  possible,  still  more  clear  when 
applied  to  commerce  “among  the  several  states.” 
They  either  join  each  other,  in  which  case  they  are 
separated  by  a mathematical  line;  or  they  are  re- 
mote from  each  other,  in  which  case  other  states  lie 
between  them.  What  is  commerce  “among”  them, 
and  how  is  it  to  be  conducted?  Can  a trading  expe- 
dition between  two  adjoining  states  commence  and 
terminate  outside  of  each?  And  if  the  trading  inter- 
course be  between  two  states  remote  from  each 
other,  must  it  not  commence  in  one,  terminate  in  the 
other,  and  probably  pass  through  a third?  Commerce 
among  the  states  must,  if  necessary,  be  commerce 
within  the  states.  In  the  regulation  of  trade  with  the 
Indian  tribes,  the  action  of  the  law,  especially  when 
the  constitution  was  made,  was  chiefly  within  a state. 
The  power  of  congress,  then,  whatever  it  may  be, 
must  be  exercised  within  the  territorial  jurisdiction 
of  the  several  states.  The  sense  of  the  nation  on  this 
subject  is  unequivocally  manifested  by  the  provisions 
made  in  the  laws  for  transporting  goods  by  land,  be- 
tween Baltimore  and  Providence,  between  New- York 
and  Philadelphia,  and  between  Philadelphia  and  Bal- 
timore. 

We  are  now  arrived  at  the  inquiry — What  is  this 
power? 

It  is  the  pow'er  to  regulate,  that  is,  to  prescribe,  the 
rule  by  which  commerce  is  to  he  governed.  This 
power,  like  all  others  vested  in  congress,  is  complete 
in  itself;  may  he  exercised  to  its  utmost  extent:  and 
acknowledges  no  limitations,  other  than  are  prescrib- 
ed in  the  constitution.  These  are  expressed  in  plain 
terms,  and  do  not  affect  the  questions  which  arise  in 
this  case,  or  which  have  been  discussed  at  the  bar. 
If,  as  has  always  been  understood,  the  sovereignty  of 
congress,  though  limited  to  specified  objects,  is  ple- 
nary as  to  those  objects,  the  power  over  commerce 
with  foreign  nations,  and  among  the  several  states,  is 
vested  in  congress  as  absolutely  as  it  would  be  in  a 
single  government,  having  in  its  constitution  the 
same  restrictions  on  the  exercise  of  the  power  as  are 
found  in  the  constitution  of  the  United  States.  The 
wisdom  and  the  discretion  of  congress,  their  identity" 
with  the  people,  and  the  influence  which  their  con- 
stituents possess  at  elections,  are,  in  this,  as  iD  many 
other  instances,  as  that,  for  example,  of  declaring 
war,  the  sole  restraints  on  which  they  have  relied  to 
secure  them  from  its  abuse.  They  are  the.  restraints 
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on  which  the  people  must  often  rely  solely  in  all  re-  There  is  no  analogy,  then,  between  the  power  oi 
Presentative  governments.  j taxation  and  the  power  of  regulating  commerce. 

* The  power  of  congress,  then,  comprehends  naviga-  I In  discussing  the  question  whether  this  power  1? 
tion  within  the  limits  of  every  state  in  the  union,  so  j still  in  the  states,  in  the  case  under  consideration,  we 
far  as  that  navigation  may  be,  in  any  manner,  connect-  j may  dismiss  from  it  the  inquiry  whether  it  is  surren- 
ed  with  “commerce  with  foreign  nations,  or  among  j dered  by  the  mere  grant  to  congress,  or  is  retained 
the  several  states,  or  with  the  Indian  tribes.”  It  may,  until  congress  shall  exercise  the  power.  We  may 
of  consequence,  pass  the  jurisdictional  line  of  New- 


York,  and  act  upon  the  very  waters  to  which  the  pro- 
hibition now  under  consideration  applies. 

it  has  been  urged  with  great  earnestness  that, 


dismiss  that  inquiry,  because  it  has  been  exercised, 
and  the  regulations  which  congress  deemed  it  proper 
to  make  are  now  in  full  operation.  The  sole  question 
is,  can  a state  regulate  commerce  with  foreign  na- 


BUt  it  nas  ueen  urguu  >uni  i * . ^ , 

although  the  power  of  congress  to  regulate  commerce  tions  and  among  the  states,  while  congress  is  reguiai- 


with  foreign  nations  and  among  the  several  states,  be 
co-extensive  with  the  subject  itself,  and  have  no 
other  limits  than  are  prescribed  in  the  constitution, 
yet,  the  states  may  severally  exercise  the  same  power 
within  their  respective  jurisdictions.  In  support  of 
this  argument,  it  is  said,  that  they  possessed  it  as  an 
inseparable  attribute  of  sovereignty  before  the  for- 
mation of  the  constitution,  and  still  retain  it,  except 
so  far  as  they  have  surrendered  it  by  that  instrument; 
that  this  principle  results  from  the  nature  of  the  go- 
vernment, and  is  secured  by  the  tenth  amendment; 
that  an  affirmative  grant  of  power  is  not  exclusive, 
unless  in  its  own  nature  it  be  such  that  the  continued 
exercise  of  it  by  the  former  possessor,  is  inconsistent 
with  the  grant,  and  that  this  is  not  of  that  description. 

The  plaintiff,  conceding  these  postulates,  except  the 
last,  contends  that  full  power  to  regulate  a particular 
subject,  implies  the  whole  power,  and  leaves  no  resi- 
duum; that  a grant  of  the  whole  is  incompatible  with 
the  existence  of  a right  in  another  to  any  part  of  it. 

Both  parties  have  appealed  to  the  constitution,  to 
legislative  acts,  and  judicial  decisions;  and  have 
drawn  arguments  from  all  these  sources  to  support 
and  illustrate  the  propositions  they  respectively 
maintain. 

The  grant  of  the  power  to  lay  and  collect  taxes  is, 
like  the  power  to  regulate  commerce,  made  in  general 
terms,  and  has  never  been  understood  to  interfere 
with  the  exercise  of  the  same  power  by  jjhe  states; 
and  hence  has  been  drawn  an  argument  which  has 
been  applied  to  the  question  under  consideration. 
But  the  two  grants  are  not,  it  is  conceived,  similar  in 
their  terms  or  their  nature.  Although  many  of  the 
powers  formerly  exercised  by  the  states  are  transfer- 
red to  the  government  of  the  union,  yet  the  state  go- 


ing  it? 

The  counsel  for  the  appellee  answer  this  question  in 
the  affirmative,  and  rely  very  much  on  the  restrictions 
in  the  tenth  section  as  supporting  their  opinion.  They 
say,  very  truly,  that  limitations  of  a power  furnish  a 
strong  argument  in  favor  of  the  existence  of  that  pow- 
er, and  that  the  section  which  prohibits  the  states  trom 
laying  duties  on  imports  or  exports,  proves  that  this 
power  might  have  been  exercised  had  it  not  been  ex- 
pressly forbidden;  and,  consequently,  that  any  other 
commercial  regulation,  not  expressly  forbidden,  to 
which  the  original  power  of  the  state  was  competent, 
may  still  be  made. 

That  this  restriction  shows  the  opinion  of  the  con- 
vention; that  a state  might  impose  duties  on  exports 
and  imports,  if  not  expressly  forbidden,  will  be  con- 
ceded { but  that  it  follows  as  a consequence,  from  this 
concession,  that  a state  may  regulate  commerce  with, 
foreign  nations  and  among  the  states,  cannot  be  ad- 
mitted. 

We  must  first  determine,  whether  the  act  of  laying 
“duties  or  imposts  on  imports  or  exports,”  is  consi- 
dered in  the  constitution  as  a branch  of  the  taxing 
power,  or  of  the  power  to  regulate  commerce.  We 
think  it  very  clear,  that  it  is  considered  as  a branch  of 
the  taxing  power.  It  is  so  treated  in  the  first  clause 
of  the  eighth  section:  “Congress  shall  have  power  to 
lay  and  collect  taxes,  duties,  imposts  and  excises;” 
and  before  commerce  is  mentioned,  the  rule  by  which 
the  exercise  of  this  power  must  be  governed,  is  de- 
clared: It  is,  that  all  duties,  imposts  and  excises, 

shall  be  uniform.  In  a separate  clause  of  the  enume- 
ration, the  power  to  regulate  commerce  is  given, 
as  being  entirely  distinct  from  the  right  to  levy  taxes 
and  imposts,  and  as  being  a new  power,  not  before 


vernments  remain,  and  constitute  a most  important  j conferred.  The  constitution,  then,  considers  these 
part  of  our  system.  The  power  of  taxation  is  indis-  • powers  as  substantive,  and  distinct  from  each  other; 
pensable  to  their  existence,  and  is  a power  which,  • and  so  places  them  in  the  enumeration  it  contains, 
in  its  own  nature,  is  capable  of  residing  in,  and  being  ; The  power  of  imposing  duties  on  imports,  is  classed 
exercised  by  different  authorities  at  the  same  time,  with  the  power  to  levy  taxes,  and  that  seem9  to  be  its 
We  are  accustomed  to  see  it  placed,  for  differentpur-  j natural  place.  But  the  power  to  levy  taxes  could 
poses,  in  different  hands.  Taxation  is  the  simple  j never  be  considered  as  abridging  the  right  of  the 
operation  of  taking  small  portions  from  a perpetually  ! states  on  that  subject;  and  they  might,  consequently, 
accumulating  mass,  susceptible  of  almost  infinite  divi-  have  exercised  it  by  levying  duties  on  import*  or  cx- 
sion;  ai:d  a power  in  one  to  take  what  is  necessary  for  ! ports,  had  the  constitution  contained  no  prohibition 
certain  purposes,  is  not,  in  its  nature,  incompatible  : on  this  subject.  This  prohibition,  then,  is  an  excep- 
with  a power  in  another  to  take  what  is  necessary  for  jtion  from  the  acknowledged  power  of  the  states  to 
other  purposes.  Congress  is  authorized  to  lay  and  J levy  taxes,  not  from  the  questionable  power  to  regu- 
collect  taxes,  &c.  to  pay  the  debts  and  provide  for  the  j late  commerce. 

common  defence  and  general  welfare  of  the  United  “A  duty  of  tonnage”  is  as  much  a tax,  as  a duty  on 
States.  This  does  not  interfere  with  the  power  of  the  imports  or  exports;  and  the  reason  which  induced  the 
states  to  tax  for  the  support  of  their  own  govern-  prohibition  of  those  taxes,  extends  to  this  also.  This 


ments;  nor  is  the  exercise  of  that  power  by  the  states 
an  exercise  of  any  portion  of  the  power  that  is  grant- 
ed to  the  United  States.  In  imposing  taxes  for 
state  purposes,  they  are  not  doing  what  congress  is 
empowered  to  do.  Congress  is  not  empowered  to 
tax  for  those  purposes  wh^ph  are  within  the  exclusive 
province  of  the  states.  When,  then,  each  govern- 
ment exercises  the  power  of  taxation,  neither  is  ex- 
ercising the  power  of  the  other.  But,  when  a state 
proceeds  to  regulate  commerce  with  foreign  nations, 
or  among  the  several  states,  it  is  exercising  the  very 
power  that  is  granted  to  congress,  and  is  doing  the 
very  thing  which  congress  is  authorized  to  do. 


tax  may  he  imposed  by  a state,  with  the  consent  of 
congress;  and  it  may  be  admitted,  that  congress  can- 
not give  a right  to  a state,  in  virtue  of  its  own  powers. 
But  a duty  of  tonnage  being  a part  of  the  rower  of  im- 
posing taxes,  its  prohibition  may  certainly  be  made 
to  depend  on  congress,  without  affording  any  applica- 
tion respecting  a power  to  regulate  commerce.  It  is 
true,  that  duties  may  often  he,  and  in  fact  often  are, 
imposed  on  tonnage,  with  a view  to  the  regulation  of 
commerce;  but  they  may  be  also  imposed  with  a view 
to  the  revenue;  and  it  was,  therefore,  a prudent  pre- 
caution to  prohibit  the  states  from  exercising  this 
power.  The  idea  that  the  same  measure  might,  ac- 
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cording  to  circumstances,  be  arranged  with  different 
classes  of  power,  was  no  novelty  to  the  framers  of 
our  constitution.  Those  illustrious  statesmen  and 
patriots  had  been,  many  of  them,  deeply  engaged  in 
the  discussions  which  preceded  the  war  of  our  revo- 
lution, and  all  of  them  were  well  read  in  those  discus- 
sions. The  right  to  regulate  commerce,  even  by  the 
imposition  of  duties,  was  not  controverted;  but  the 
right  to  impose  a duty  for  the  purpose  of  revenue,  pro- 
duced a war  as  important,  perhaps,  in  its  consequen- 
ces to  the  human  race,  as  any  the  world  has  ever 
witnessed. 

These  restrictions,  then,  are  on  the  taxing  power, 
not  on  that  to  regulate  commerce,  and  pre-supposes 
Hie  existence  of  that  which  they  restrain,  not  of  that 
which  they  do  not  purport  to  restrain. 

But,  the  inspection  laws  are  said  to  be  regulations 
of  commerce,  and  are  eertainly  recognized  in  the 
constitution,  as  being  passed  in  the  exercise  of  a 
power  remaining  with  the  states. 

That  inspection  laws  may  have  a remote  and  con- 
-siderable  influence  on  commerce,  will  not  be  denied; 
but,  that  a power  to  regulate  commerce  is  the  source 
from  which  the  right  to  pass  them  is  derived,  cannot 
be  admitted.  The  object  of  inspection  laws  is  to  im- 
prove'the  quality  of  articles  produced  by  the  labor  of 
a country;  to  (it  them  for  exportation,  or,  it  maybe, 
for  domestic  use.  They  act  upon  the  subject  before 
it  bec  omes  an  article  of  foreign  commerce,  or  of  com- 
merce among  the  states,  and  prepare  it  for  that  pur- 
pose. They  form  a portion  of  that  immense  mass  of 
legislation  which  embraces  every  thing  within  the  ter- 
ritory of  a state,  not  surrendered  to  the  general  go- 
government:  all  which  can  be  most  advantageously 
exercised  by  the  states  themselves.  Inspection  laws, 
quarantine  laws,  health  laws,  of  every  description,  as 
well  as  laws  for  regulating  the  internal  commerce  of 
a state,  and  those  which  respect  turnpike  roads,  fer- 
ries, &c.  are  componet  parts  of  this  mass. 

No  direct  general  power  over  these  objects  is  grant- 
ed to  congress;  and,  consequently,  they  remain  sub- 
ject to  state  legislation.  If  the  legislative  power  of 
the  union  can  reach  them,  it  must  be  for  national  pur- 
poses; it  must  be  where  the  power  is  expressly  given 
for  a special  purpose,  or  is  clearly  incidental  to  some 
power  which  is  expressly  given.  It  is  obvious  that 
the  government  of  the  union,  in  the  exercise  of  its 
express  powers — that,  for  example,  of  regulating 
commerce  with  foreign  nations  and  among  the  states 
— may  use  means  that  may  also  be  employed  by  a 
state,  in  the  exercise  of  its  acknoAvledged  powers — 
that,  for  example,  of  regulating  commerce  within  the 
state.  If.  congress  license  vessels  to  sail  from  one 
port  to  another,  in  the  same  state,  the  act  is  supposed 
to  be  necessarily  incidental  to  the  power  expressly 
granted  to  congress,  and  implies  no  claim  of  a direct 
power  to  regulate  the  purely  internal  commerce  of  a 
state,  or  to  act  directly  on  its  system  of  police.  So, 
if  a state,  in  passing  laws  on  subjects  acknowledged 
to  be  within  its  control,  and,  with  a view  to  those  sub- 
jects, shall  adopt  a measure  of  the  same  character 
with  one  which  congress  may  adopt,  it  does  not  de- 
rive its  authority  from  the  particular  power  which  has 
been  granted,  but  from  some  other  which  remains  with 
the  state,  and  may  be  executed  by  the  same  means. 
All  experience  shows,  that  the  same  measures,  or 
measures  scarcely  distinguishable  from  each  other, 
may  flow  from  distinct  powers;  but  this  does  not 
prove,  that  powers  themselves  are  identical.  Al- 
though the  means  used  in  their  execution  may  some- 
times approach  each  other  so  nearly  as  to  he  con- 
founded, there  are  other  situations  in  which  they  are 
sufficiently  distinct  to  establish  their  individuality. 

In  our  complex  system,  presenting  the  rare  and  dif- 
ficult scheme  of  one  general  government,  whose  ac- 
tion extends  over  the  whole, but  which  possesses  only 
certain  enumerated  powers;  and  of  numerous  state 


governments,  which  retain  and  exercise  all  powers 
not  delegated  to  the  union,  contests  respecting  power 
must  arise.  Were  it  even  otherwise,  the  measures 
taken  by  the  respective  governments  to  execute  their 
acknowledged  powers,  would  often  be  of  the  same  de- 
scription, and  might,  sometimes,  interfere.  This,  how- 
ever, does  not  prove,  that  the  one  is  exercising,  or 
has  a right  to  exercise,  the  powers  of  the  other. 

The  acts  of  congress,  passed  in  1796  and  1799,* 
empowering  and  directing  the  officers  of  the  general 
government  to  conform  to,  and  assist  in  the  execution 
of,  the  quarantine  and  health  laws  of  a state,  proceed, 
it  is  said,  upon  the  idea  that  these  laws  are  constitu- 
tional. It  is  undoubtedly  true,  that  they  do  proceed 
upon  that  idea;'  and  the  constitutionality  of  such  laws 
has  never,  so  far  as  we  are  informed,  been  denied. 
But  they  do  not  imply  an  acknowledgment  that  a 
state  may  rightfully  regulate  commerce  with  foreign 
nations,  or  among  the  states:  for  they  do  not  imply 
that  such  laws  are  an  exercise  of  that  power,  or  enact- 
ed with  a view  to  it.  On  the  contrary,  they  are  treat- 
ed as  quarantine  and  health  laws,  are  so  denominated 
in  the  acts  of  congress,  and  are  considered  as  flowing 
from  the  acknowledged  power  of  a state,  to  provide 
for  the  health  of  its  citizens.  But,  as  A was  apparent 
that  some  of  the  provisions  made  for  this  purpose,  and 
in  virtue  of  this  power,  might  interfere  with,  and  be 
affected  by  the  laws  of  the  United  States,  made  for 
the  regulation  of  commerce,  congress,  in  that  spirit 
of  harmony  and  conciliation  which  ought  always  to 
characterize  the  conduct  of  governments  standing  in 
the  relation  which  that  of  the  union  and  those  of  the 
states  hear  to  each  other,  has  directed  its  officers  to 
aid  in  the  execution  of  these  laws;  and  has,  in  some 
measure,  adapted  its  own  legislation  to  this  object,  by 
maxing  provisions  in  aid  of  those  of  the  states.  But, 
in  making  these  provisions,  the  opinion  is  unequivo- 
cally manifested,  that  congress  may  control  the  state 
laws,  so  far  as  it  may  be  necessary  to  control  them  for 
the  regulation  of  commerce. 

The  acfcfpassedin  lSOSf  prohibiting  the  importation 
of  slaves  into  any  state  which  shall  itself  prohibit  their 
importation,  implies,  it  is  said,  an  admission  that  the 
states  possessed  the  power  to  exclude  or  admit  them; 
from  which  it  is  inferred  that  they  possess  the  same 
power  with  respect  to  all  other  articles. 

If  this  inference  were  correct,  if  this  power  was 
exercised,  not  under  any  particular  clause  in  the  con  • 
stitution,  hut  in  virtue  of  a general  right  over  the  sub- 
ject of  commerce,  to  exist  as  long  as  the 'constitution 
itself,  it  might  now  be  exercised.  Any  state  might 
now  import  African  slaves  into  its  own  territory.  Eut, 
it  is  obvious  that  the  power  cf  the  states  over  this 
subject,  previous  to  the  year  1808,  constitutes  an  ex- 
ception to  the  power  of  congress  to  regulate  com- 
merce, and  the  exception  is  expressed  in  such  words 
as  to  manifest  clearly  the  intention  to  continue  the 
pre-existing  right  of  the  states  to  admit  or  exclude 
for  a limited  period.  The  words  are,  “the  migration 
or  importation  of  such  persons  as  any"  of  the  states 
now  existing  shall  think  proper  to  admit,  shall  not  be 
prohibited  by  the  congress  prior  to  the  year  1808.” 
The  whole  object  of  the  exception  is  to  preserve  the 
power  to  those  states  which  might  be  disposed  to  ex- 
ercise it,  and  its  language  seems  to  the  court  to  con- 
vey this  idea  unequivocally.  The  possession  of  this 
particular  power,  then,  during  the  time  limited  in  the 
constitution,  cannot  be  admitted  to  prove  the  posses- 
sion of  any  other  similar  power. 

It  has  been  said  that  the  act  of  Aifgust  7,  1789,+  ac- 
knowledges a concurrent  power  in  the  states  to  re- 
gulate the  conduct  of  pilots,  and  hence  is  inferred  an 
admission  of  their  concurrent  right  with  congress  to 


*Vol.  2,  p.  545,  and  vol.  3,  p.  126. 
fVol.  3,  p.  529. 
tVol.  3,  p.  34. 
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regulate  commerce  with  foreign  nations,  and  among  ed  in  pursuance  of  the  constitution,  the  court  will  en- 
tile states.  But,  this  inference  is  not,  we  think,  jus-  ter  upon  the  inquiry,  whether  the  laws  of  New  York, 
tified  by  the  fact-  ; as  expounded  by  the  highest  tribunal  of  that  state, 

Although  congress  cannot  enable  a state  to  legislate,  have,  in  their  application  to  this  case,  come  into  col- 
congress  may  adopt  the  provisions  of  a state  on  any  sub-  lision  with  an  act  of  congress,  and  deprived  a citizen 
ject.  When' the  government  of  the  union  was  brought  of  a right  to  which  that  act  entitles  him.  Should  this 
i.:to  existence,  it  found  a system  for  the  regulation  of  collision  exist,  it  will  be  immaterial  whether  those 


its  pilots  in  full  force  in  every  state.  The  act  which 
has  been  mentioned  adopts  this  system,  and  gives  it 


laws  were  passed  in  virtue  of  a concurrent  power 
to  regulate  commerce  with  foreign  nations  and 


the  same  validity  as  if  its  provisions  had  been  special-  among  the  several  states,”  or  in  virtue  of  a power  to 
Jy  made  by  congress.  But  the  act,  it  may  be  said,  is  regulate  their  domestic  trade  and  police.  In  the  one 
prospective  also,  and  the  adoption  of  laws  to  be  made  ; case  and  the  other,  the  acts  of  New  York  must  yield 
in  future,  presupposes  the  right  in  the  maker  to  legis-  ; to  the  law  of  congress;  and  the  decision  sustaining 


late  on  the  subject. 


the  priviledge  they  confer,  against  a right  given  by  a 


The  act  unquestionably  manifests  an  intention  to  ! law  of  the  union,  must  be  erroneous. 


leave  this  subject  entirely  to  the  states,  until 
gress  should  think  proper  to  interpose;  but  the 


con-  | 
re  ry 


This  opinion  has  been  frequently  expressed  in  this 
■ court,  and  is  founded  as  well  on  the  nature  of  the 


unactment  of  such  a aw  ind, cates  an  opinion  that  it  gover’nment  as  on  the  words  of  the  constitution.  In 
was  necessary  ; that  the  existing  system  would  not  be  argument  howeyer  it  has  been  contended  that,  if  a 
applicable  o the  new  state  of  things  unless  expressly  !a»passed  b astat  in  the  exercise  of  its  acknow- 
appiiedto  it  by  congress.  But  this  section  is  conBned  | ledg£d  sove/cignty>  comes  into  ccnfilct  ,rith  a law 

rs,  naroors  an  , passe(j  p,y  congress  in  pursuance  of  the  constitution, 
a j they  affect  the  subject  and  each  other  like  equal  op- 


to pilots  within  the  “bays,  inlets,  rivers 
ports  of  the  United  States,”  which  are,  of  course,  in 
whole  or  in  part,  also  within  the  limits  of  some  par-  , inr>.  Dowers 
ticular  state.  The  acknowledged  power  of  a state  to  i*  ° ‘ 

regulate  its  police,  its  domestic  trade,  and  to  govern  | But  the  framers  of  our  constitution  foresaw  this 
its  own  citizens,  may  enable  it  to  legislate  on  this  sub-  j sta-te  of  things,  and  provided  for  it,  by  declaring  the 
ject  to  a considerable  extent;  and  the  adoption  of  its  • supremacy  not  only  of  itself,  but  of  the  laws  made  in 
system  by  congress,  and  the  application  of  it  to  the  j pursuance  of  it.  The  nullity  of  any  act  inconsistent 
whole  subject  of  eommercej  does  not  seem  to  the  ; with  the  constitution,  is  produced  by  the  declaration 
court  to  imply  aright  in  the  states  so  to  apply  it  of,  that  the  constitution  is  the  supreme  law.  The  appro- 
their  ‘ ~ ~ * 1 ~ 

sys 


heir  own  authority.  But,  the  adoption  of  the  state  : Priate  application  of  that  part  of  the  clause  which 
ystem  being  temporary,  being  onl)T  “until  further  le-  confers  the  same  supremacy  on  laws  and  treaties,  is 
gislative  provision  shall  be  made  by  congress,”  shews  to  such  acts  of  the  state  legislatures  as  do  not  tran- 
conclusively,  an  opinion  that  congress  could  control . scend  their  powers,  but,  though  enacted  in  the  execu- 
the  whole  subject,  and  might  adopt  the  system  of  the  • ti°n  of  acknowledged  state  powers,  interfere  with, 


states,  or  provide  one  of  its  own. 


or  are  contrary  to,  the  laws  of  congress,  made  in  pur- 


A state,  it  is  said,  or  even  a private  citizen,  may  ; suance  of  the  constitution,  or  some  treaty  made  un- 
construct  lighthouses.  But  gentlemen  must  be  aware,  c^er  the  authority  of  the  United  States.  In  every  such 
that,  if  this  proves  a power  in  a state  to  regulate  com-  i case>  the  act  of  congress,  or  the  treaty,  is  supreme; 
merce,  it  proves  that  the  same  power  is  in  the  citizen,  j a|1(^  the  law  of  the  state,  though  enacted  in  the  exer- 

^ J ^ i . -K  ~ — i ~ ~ J . f — I aisp.  nf  nnwp.r«  nnt  nnntpmtPrtAfl  mnof  trials  if 


States  or  individuals,  who  own  lands,  may,  if  not  for- 
bidden by  law,  erect,  on  those  lands,  what  buildings 
they  please;  but  this  power  is  entirely  distinct  from 
that  of  regulating  commerce,  and  may,  we  presume, 
be  restrained,  if  exercised  so  as  to  produce  a public 
mischief. 

These  acts  were  cited  at  the  bar  for  the  purpose  of 
shewing  an  opinion  in  congress,  that  the  states  pos- 
sess, concurrently  with  the  legislature  of  the  union, 
the  power  to  regulate  commerce  with  foreign  nations 
and  among  the  states.  Upon  reviewing  them,  we 


cise  of  powers  not  controverted,  must  yield  to  it. 

In  pursuing  this  inquiry  at  the  bar,  it  has  been  said 
that  the  constitution  does  not  confer  the  right  of  in- 
tercourse between  state  and  state.  That  right  de- 
rives its  source  from  those  laws  whose  authority  is 
acknowledged  by  civilized  man  throughout  the  world  . 
This  is  true.  The  constitution  found  it  an  existing 
right,  and  gave  to  congress  the  power  to  regulate  it 
In  the  exercise  of  this  power,  congress  has  passed 
“an  act  for  enrolling  and  licensing  ships  or  vessels  to 
be  employed  in  the  coasting  trade,  and  fisheries,*  and 


think  they  do  not  establish  the  proposition  they  were  for  regulating  the  same.”  The  counsel  for  the  ap~ 
intended  to  prove.  They  shew  the  opinion  that  the  — a a • ..  . 


states  retain  powers  enabling  them  to  pass  the  laws 
to  which  allusion  has  been  made,  not  that  those  laws 
proceed  from  the  particular  power  which  has  been 
delegated  to  congress. 

It  has  been  contended,  by  the  counsel  for  the  ap- 
pellant, that,  as  the  word  “to  regulate”  implies,  in 


pellee  contend  that  this  act  does  not  give  the  right  to 
sail  from  port  to  port,  but  confines  itself  to  regulat- 
ing a pre-existing  right  so  far  only  as  to  confer  cer- 
tain privileges  on  enrolled  and  licensed  vessels  in  its 
exercise. 

It  will  at  once  occur,  that,  when  a legislature  at- 
taches certain  privileges  and  exemptions'^  the  exer- 


its  nature,  full  power  over  the  thing  to  be  regulated,  cise  of  a right  over  which  its  control  is  absolute  the 
lf  — — law  must  imply  a power  to  exercise  the  right.  The- 

privileges  are  gone  if  the  right  itself  be  annihilated. 
It  would  be  contrary  to  all  reason,  and  to  the  course 
of  human  affairs,  to  say  that  a state  is  unable  to  strip 
a vessel  of  the  particular  privileges  attendant  on  the 
exercise  of  a right,  and  yet  may  annul  the  right  it- 
self; that  the  state  of  New  York  cannot  prevent  an 
enrolled  and  licensed  vessel,  proceeding  fronj  EJiza- 
beth  town,  in  New  Jersey,  to  New  York,  from  enjoy- 
1 here  is  great  force  m this  argument,  and  the  court  ing,  in  her  course,  and,  on  her  entrance  into  port,  all 


it  excludes  necessarily,  the  action  of  all  others  that 
would  perform  the  same  operation  on  the  same  thing. 
That  regulation  is  designed  for  the  entire  result,  ap- 
plying to  those  parts  which  remain  as  they  were,  as 
well  as  to  those  which  are  altered.  It  produces  a 
uniform  whole,  which  is  as  much  disturbed  and  de- 
ranged by  changing  what  the  regulating  power  de- 
signs to  leave  untouched,  as  that  on  which  it  has  ope- 
rated. 


is  not  satisfied  that  it  has  been  refuted 

Since,  however,  in  exercising  the  power  of  regu- 
lating their  own  purely  internal  affairs,  whether  of 
trade  or  police,  the  states  may  sometimes  enact  laws, 
the  validity  of  which  depends  on  their  interfering 
with,  and  being  contrary  to.  an  act  of  congress  pass- 


the  privileges  conferred  by  the  act  of  congress;  but 
can  shut  her  up  in  her  own  port,  and  prohibit  alto- 
gether her  entering  the  waters  and  ports  of  another 
state.  To  the  court  it  seems  very  clear,  that  the 
whole  act  on  the  subject  of  the  coasting  trade,  ac- 
cording to  those  principles  which  govern  the  construe- 


60 


NILES5  REGISTER— MARCH  27, 1824 — “STEAM  BOAT  CASE.” 


lion  of  statutes,  implies  unequivocally,  an  authority 
to  licensed  vessels  to  carry  on  the  coasting  trade. 

But  we  will  proceed  briefly  to  notice  those  sections 
which  bear  more  directly  on  the  subject. 

The  first  section  declares,  that  vessels  enrolled  by 
virtue  of  a previous  law,  and  certain  other  vessels 
enrolled  as  described  in  that  act,  and  having  a license 
in  force  as  is  by  the  act  required,  “and  no  others,  shall 
be  deemed  ships  or  vessels  of  the  United  States,  en- 
titled to  the  privileges  of  ships  or  vessels  employed  in 
the  coasting  trade.” 

This  section  seems,  to  the  court,  to  contain  a posi- 
tive enactment  that  the  vessels  it  describes  shall  be 
entitled  to  the  privileges  of  ships  or  vessels  employed 
in  the  coasting  trade.  These  privileges  cannot  be  se- 
parated from  the  trade,  and  cannot  be  enjoyed  unless 
the  trade  may  be  prosecuted.  The  grant  of  the  pri- 
vilege is  an  idle,  empty  form,  conveying  nothing,  un- 
less it  convey  the  right  to  which  the  privilege  is  at- 
tached, and  in  the  exercise  of  which  its  whole  value 
consists.  To  construe  these  words  otherwise  than  as 
entitling  the  ships  or  vessels  described,  to  carry  on 
the  coasting  trade,  would  be,  we  think,  to  disregard 
the  apparent  intent  of  the  act. 

The  fourth  section  directs  the  proper  officer  to  grant 
to  a vessel  qualified  to  receive  it,  “a  licence  for  car- 
rying on  the  coasting  trade;”  and  prescribes  its  form. 
After  reciting  the  compliance  of  the  applicant  with 
the  previous  requisites  of  the  law,  the  operative  words 
of  the  instrument  are,  “licence  is  hereby  granted  for 
the  said  steam  boat  Bellona  to  be  employed  in  carry- 
ing on  the  coasting  trade  for  one  year  from  the  date 
hereof,  and  no  longer.” 

These  are  not  the  words  of  the  oflicer — they  are 
the  words  of  the  legislature;  and  convey  as  explicit- 
ly the  authority  the  act  intended  to  give,  and  operate 
as  effectually,  as  if  they  had  been  inserted  in  any 
ether  part  of  the  act  than  in  the  licence  itself. 

The  word  “licence”  means  permission  or  authority; 
and  a licence  to  do  any  particular  thing  is  a permis- 
sion or  authority  to  do  that  thing;  and  if  granted  by 
a person  having  power  to  grant  it,  transfers  to  the 
grantee  the  right  to  do  whatever  it  purports  to  author- 
ize. It  certainly  transfers  to  him  all  the  right  which 
the  grantor  can  transfer,  to  do  what  is  within  the 
terms  of  the  licence. 

Would  the  validity  or  effect  of  such  an  instrument 
be  questioned  by  the  appellee,  if  executed  by  persons 
claiming  regularly  under  the  laws  of  New  York? 

The  licence  must  he  understood  to  be  what  it  pur- 
ports to  be,  a legislative  authority  to  the  steam  boat 
Bellona  “to  be  employed  in  carrying  on  the  coasting 
trade  for  one  year  from  its  date.” 

It  has  been  denied  that  these  words  authorize  a voy- 
age from  New  Jersey  to  New  York.  It  is  true  that 
no  ports  are  specified ; but  it  is  equally  true  that  the 
words  used  are  perfectly  intelligible,  and  do  not  confer 
such  authority  as  unquestionably  as  if  the  ports  had 
been  mentioned.  The  coasting  trade  is  a term  well 
understood.  The  law  has  defined  it;  and  all  know 
its  meaning  perfectly.  The  act  describes,  with  great 
minuteness,  the  various  operations  of  a vessel  en- 
gaged in  it;  and  it  cannot,  we  think,  be  doubted,  that 
a voyage  from  New  Jersey  to  New  York  is  one  of 
those  operations. 

Notwithstanding  the  decided  language  of  the  li- 
cence, it  has  also  been  maintained,  that  it  gives  no 
right  to  trade,  and  that  its  sole  purpose  is  to  confer 
the  American  character. 

The  answer  given  to  this  argument,  that  the  Ameri- 
can character  is  conferred  by  the  enrolment,  and  not 
by  the  licence,  is,  we  think,  founded  too  clearly  in  the 
words  of  the  law,  to  require  the  support  of  any  addi- 
tional observations.  The  enrolment  of  vessels  de- 
signed for  the  coasting  trade,  corresponds  precisely 
with  the  registration  of  vessels  designed  for  the  foreign 
trade,  and  requires  every  circttnistanqe  which  can 


constitute  the  American  character.  The  licence  can 
be  granted  only  to  vessels  already  enrolled,  if  they  be 
of  the  burthen  of  twenty  tons,  and  upwards;  and  re- 
quires no  circumstance  essential  to  the  American  cha- 
racter. The  object  of  the  licence,  then,  cannot  be 
to  ascertain  the  character  of  the  vessel,  but  to  do  what 
it  professes  to  do — that  is,  to  give  permission  to  a ves- 
sel, already  proved  by  her  enrolment  to  be  American, 
to  carry  on  the  coasting  trade. 

But,  if  the  licence  be  a permit  to  carry  on  the  coast- 
ing trade,  the  appellee  denies  that  these  boats  were 
engaged  in  that  trade,  or  that  the  decree  under  consi- 
deration has  restrained  them  from  prosecuting  it. 
The  boats  of  the  appellant  were,  we  are  told,  employ- 
ed in  the  transportation  of  passengers;  and  this  is  no 
part  of  that  commerce  which  congress  may  regulate. 

If,  as  our  whole  course  of  legislation  on  this  sub- 
ject shows,  the  power  of  congress  has  been  universal- 
ly understood  in  America,  to  comprehend  navigation, 
it  is  a very  persuasive,  if  not  a conclusive,  argument 
to  prove  that  the  construction  is  correct;  and,  if  it  be 
correct,  no  clear  distinction  is  perceived  between  the 
power  to  regulate  vessels  employed  in  transporting 
men  for  hire,  and  property  for  hire.  The  subject  is 
transferred  to  congress  and  no  exception  to  the  grant 
can  be  admitted,  which  is  not  proved  by  the  words  or 
the  nature  of  the  thing.  A coasting  vessel,  employed 
in  the  transportation  of  passengers,  is  as  much  a por- 
tion of  the  American  marine,  as  one  employed  in  the 
transportation  of  a cargo:  and  no  reason  is  perceived 
why  such  vessel  should  be  withdrawn  from  the  regu- 
lating power  of  that  government  which  has  been, 
thought  best  fitted  for  the  purpose  generally.  The 
provisions  of  the  law  respecting  native  seamen,  re- 
specting ownership,  are  as  applicable  to  vessels  car- 
rying men,  as  to  vessels  carrying  manufactures;  and 
no  reason  is  perceived  why  the  power  over  the  sub- 
ject should  not  be  placed  in  the  same  hands.  The  ar- 
gument urged  at  the  bar,  rests  on  the  foundation  that 
the  power  of  congress  does  not  extend  to  navigation, 
as  a branch  of  commerce;  andean  only  be  applied  to 
that  subject  incidentally  and*  occasionally.  But  if 
that  foundation  be  removed,  we  must  show  some  plain 
intelligible  distinction,  supported  by  the  constitution 
or  by  reason,  for  discriminating  between  the  power 
of  congress  over  vessels  employed  in  navigating  the 
same  seas.  We  can  perceive  no  such  distinction. 

If  we  refer  to  the  constitution,  the  inference  to  be 
drawn  from  it  is  rather  against  the  distinction.  The 
section  which  restrains  congress  from  prohibiting  the 
migration  or  importation  of  such  persons  as  any  of 
the  states  may  think  proper  to  admit,  until  the  year 
1S08,  has  always  been  considered  as  an  exception  from 
the  power  to  regulate  commerce,  and  certainly  seems 
to  class  migration  with  importation.  Migration  ap- 
plies as  appropriately  to  voluntary,  as  importation 
does  to  involuntary,  arrivals;  and,  so  far  as  an  ex- 
ception from  a power  proves  its  existence,  this  sec- 
tion proves  that  the  power  to  regulate  commerce  ap- 
plies equally  to  the  regulation  of  vessels  employed  in 
transporting  men,  who  pass  from  place  to  place  vo- 
luntarily, and  to  those  who  pass  involuntarily. 

If  the  power  reside  in  congress,  as  a portion  of  the 
general  grant  to  regulate  commerce  then  acts  apply- 
ing that  power  to  vessels  generally,  must  be  con- 
strued as  comprehending  all  vessels.  If  none  appear 
to  be  excluded  by  the  language  of  the  act,  none  can  be 
excluded  by  construction.  Vessels  have  always  been 
employed  to  a greater  or  less  extent  in  the  transpor- 
tation of  passengers,  and  have  never  been  supposed  to 
be,  on  that  account,  withdrawn  from  the  control  or 
protection  of  congress.  Packets  which  ply  along  the 
coast,  as  well  as  those  which  make  voyages  between 
Europe  and  America,  consider  the  transportation  of 
passengers  as  an  important  part  of  their  business.  Yet, 
it  has  never  been  suspected  that  the  general  law6  of 
navigatioM  did  not  apply  to  them. 
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The  duty  act,  section  23  and  46,  contains  provisions 
respecting  passengers,  and  shows  that  vessels  which 
transport  them  have  the  same  rights  and  must  per- 
form the  same  duties,  with  other  vessels.  They  are 
governed  by  the  general  laws  of  navigation. 

In  the  progress  of  things  this  seems  to  have  grown 
into  a particular  employment,  and  to  have  attracted 
the  particular  attention  of  government.  Congress 
was  no  longer  satisfied  with  comprehending  vessels 
engaged  specially  in  this  business,  within  those  provi- 
sions which  were  intended  for  vessels  generally,  and, 
on  the  2nd  of  March,  1819,  passed  “An  act  regulat- 
ing passenger  ships  and  vessels.”  This  wise  and  hu- 
mane law  provides  for  the  safety  and  comfort  of  pas- 
sengers, and  for  the  communication  of  every  thing 
concerning  them,  which  may  interest  the  government, 
to  the  department  of  state,  but  makes  no  provision 
concerning  the  entry  of  the  vessel,  or  her  conduct  in 
the  waters  of  the  United  States.  This,  we  think, 
shows,  conclusively,  the  sense  of  congress,  (if,  in- 
deed, any  evidence  to  that  point  could  be  required), 
that  the  pre-existing  regulations  comprehended  pas- 
senger ships,  among  others;  and,  in  prescribing  the 
same  duties,  the  legislature  must  have  considered 
them  as  possessing  the  same  rights. 

If  then,  it  were  even  true,  that  the  Bellona  and  the 
Stoudinger  were  employed  exclusively  in  the  con- 
veyance of  passengers,  between  New  York  and  New 
Jersey,  it  would  not  follow  that  this  occupation  did  not 
constitute  a part  of  the  coasting  trade  of  the  United 
States,  and  was  not  protected  by  the  licence  an- 
nexed to  the  answer.  But  we  cannot  perceive  how 
the  occupation  of  these  vessels  can  be  drawn  into 
question,  in  the  case  before  the  court.  The  laws  of 
New  York,  w'hich  grant  the  exclusive  privilege  setup 
by  the  appellee,  take  no  notice  of  the  employment  of 
vessels,  and  relate  only  to  the  principle  by  which  they 
are  propelled.  Those  laws  do  not  inquire,  whether 
vessels  are  engaged  in  transporting  men  or  merchan- 
dize, but  whether  they  are  moved  by  steam  or  wind. 
If,  by  the  former,  the  waters  of  New  York  are  closed 
against  them,  though  their  cargoes  be.  dutiable  goods, 
which  the  laws  of  the  United  States  permit  them  to 
enter  and  deliver  in  New  York.  If  by  the  latter, 
those  waters  are  free  to  them,  though  they  should 
carry  passengers  only.  In  conformity  with  the  law, 
is  the  bill  of  the  plaintiff  in  the  state  court.  The  bill 
does  not  complain  that  the  Bellona  and  the  Stouding- 
er carry  passengers,  but  that  they  are  moved  by  steam. 
This  is  the  injury  of  which  he  complains,  and  is  the 
sole  injury  against  the  continuance  of  which  he  asks 
relief.  The  bill  does  not  even  alledge,  specially,  that 
those  vessels  were  employed  in  the  transportation  of 
passengers,  but  says,  generally,  that  they  were  em- 
ployed “in  the  transportation  cf  passengers,  or  other- 
wise.” The  answer  avers,  only,  that  they  were  em- 
ployed in  the  coasting  trade,  and  insists  on  the  right 
to  carry  on  any  trade  authorized  by  the  license.  No 
testimony  is  taken,  and  the  writ  of  injunction  and 
decree  restrain  these  licensed  vessels,  not  from  carry- 
ing passengers,  but  from  being  moved  through  the 
waters  of  New  York  by  steam,  for  any  purpose  what- 
ever. 

The  questions,  then,  whether  the  conveyance  of 
passengers  be  a part  cf  the  coasting  trade,  and  whe- 
ther a vessel  can  be  protected  in  that  occupation  by  a 
coasting  license,  are  not,  and  cannot  be,  raised  in  this 
case.  The  real  and  sole  question  seems  to  be,  whe- 
tner  a steam  machine,  in  actual  use,  deprives  a vessel 
of  the  privileges  conferred  by  a license. 

In  considering  this  question,  the  first  idea  which 
presents  itself,  is,  that  the  law’s  of  congress  for  the  re- 
gulation of  commerce,  do  not  look  to  the  principle  by 
which  vessels  are  moved.  That  subject  is  left  entire- 
ly to  individual  discretion;  and,  in  that  vast  and  com- 
plex system  of  legislative  enactment  concerning  it, 
Which  embraces  every  thing  that,  the  legislature 


thought  it  necessary  to  notice,  there  is  not,  wre  believe, 
one  word  respecting  the  peculiar  principle  by  which 
vessels  are  propelled  through  the  water,  except  wrhat 
may  be  found  in  a single  act,  granting  a particular  pri- 
vilege to  steam  boats.  With  this  exception,  every  act, 
either  prescribing  duties  or  granting  privileges,  ap- 
plies to  every  vessel,  whether  navigated  by  the  instru- 
mentality of  wind  or  fire,  of  sails  or  machinery.  The 
whole  weight  of  proof,  then,  is  thrown  upon  him  who^ 
would  introduce  a distinction  to  which  the  words  of 
the  law  give  no  countenance. 

If  a real  difference  could  be  admitted  to  exist  be- 
tween vessels  carrying  passengers,  and  others,  it  has 
already  been  observed,  that  there  is  no  fact  in  thi$ 
case  which  can  bring  up  that  question.  And,  if  the 
occupation  of  steam  boats  be  a matter  of  such  gene- 
ral notoriety,  that  the  court  maybe  presumed  to  know 
it,  although  not  specially  informed  by  the  record,  then 
we  deny  that  the  transportation  of  passengers  is  their 
exclusive  occupation.  It  is  a matter  of  general  his- 
tory, that,  in  our  western  waters,  their  principal  em- 
ployment is  the  transportation  of  merchandize;  and 
all  know  that,  in  the  w'aters  of  the  Atlantic,  they  are 
frequently  so  employed. 

But  all  inquiry  into  this  subject  seems  to  the  court 
to  be  put  completely  at  rest,  by  the  act  already  men- 
tioned, entitled  “An  act  for  the  enrolling  and  licens- 
ing of  steam  boats.” 

This  act  authorizes  a steam  boat  employed,  or  inr 
tended  to  be  employed,  only  in  a river  or  bay  of  the 
United  States,  owned  w holly  or  in  part  by  an  alien, 
resident  within  the  United  States,  to  be  enrolled  and. 
licensed  as  if  the  same  belonged  to  a citizen  of  the, 
United  States. 

This  act  demonstrates  the  opinion  of  congress,  that 
steam  boats  may  be  enrolled  and  licensed  in  common 
with  vessels  using  sails.  They  are,  of  course,  entitled 
to  the  same  privileges,  and  can  no  more  be  restrained 
from  navigating  waters,  and  entering  ports  which  are 
free  to  such  vessels,  than  if  they  were  wafted  on  their 
voyage  by  the  winds,  instead  of  being  propelled  by 
the  agency  of  fire.  The  one  element  maybe  as  legi- 
timately used  as  the  other,  for  every  commercial  pur- 
pose authorized  by  the  law  s of  the  union,  and  the  act 
of  a state,  inhibiting  the  use  of  either,  to  any  vessel, 
having  a license  under  the  act  of  congress,  comes,  we 
think,  in  direct  collision  with  that  act. 

As  this  decides  the  cause,  it  is  unnecessary  to  en- 
ter into  an  examination  of  that  part  of  the  constitu- 
tion which  empowers  congress  to  promote  the  pro- 
gress of  science  and  the  useful  arts. 

The  court  is  aw’are  that,  in  stating  the  train  of  rea- 
soning by  which  we  have  been  conducted  to  this  re- 
sult, much  time  has  been  consumed  in  the  attempt  to 
demonstrate  propositions  which  may  have  been 
thought  axioms.  It  is  felt  that  the  tediousness  insepa- 
rable from  the  endeavor  to  prove  that  which  is  already 
clear,  is  imputable  to  a considerable  part  of  this  opi- 
nion. But  it  was  unavoidable.  The  conclusion  to. 
which  we  have  come,  depends  on  a chain  of  principles 
which  it  wras  necessary  to  preserve  unbroken;  and, 
although  some  of  them  were  thought  nearly  self-evi- 
dent, the  magnitude  of  the  question,  the  weight  of 
character  belonging  to  those  from  w hose  judgment 
we  dissent,  and  the  argument  at  the  bar,  demanded 
that  wre  should  assume  nothing. 

Powerful  and  ingenuous  minds,  taking,  as  postu- 
lates, that  the  powers  expressly  granted  to  the  govern- 
ment of  the  union,  are  to  be  contracted  by  construc- 
tion into  the  narrowest  possible  compass,  and  that 
the  original  powers  of  the  states  are  retained,  if  any 
possible  construction  will  retain  them,  may,  by  a 
course  cf  wrell  digested,  but  refined  and  metaphysical 
reasoning,  founded  on  these  premises,  explain  away 
the  constitution  of  our  country,  and  leave  it  a magni- 
ficent structure,  :ndeed,  to  lock  at,  but  totally  unfit 
for  use.  They  may  so  enfang’e  and  perplex  fne  Hr- 
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derstanding,  as  to  obscure  principles  which  were  be- 
fore thought,  quite  plain,  and  induce  doubts  where, 
if  the  mind  were  to  pursue  its  own  course,  none  would 
be  perceived.  In  such  a case,  it  is  peculiarly  neces- 
sary to  recur  to  safe  and  fundamental  principles,  to 
sustain  those  principles,  and,  when  sustained,  to  make 
them  the  test  of  the  arguments  to  be  examined. 

Eighteenth  Congress — first  session  . 

SENATE. 

March  22.  The  unfinished  business  of  Friday  last, 
being  the  consideration  of  the  resolutions  proposing 
amendments  to  the  constitution,  in  relation  to  the 
election  of  president  and  vice-president,  was  again 
taken  up.  The  question  was  upon  Mr.  Mill's  motion 
to  postpone  the  whole  subject  indefinitely. 

Much  debate  followed. 

Mr.  Dickerson  spoke  at  considerable  length  in  favor 
of  amending  the  constitution,  so  as  to  provide  that  the 
electors  of  president  shall  be  chosen  in  districts;  and  i 
this,  he  thought,  could  only  be  brought  about  by  a , 
spirit  of  mutual  concession. 

Mr.  Taylor  of  Virginia,  replied  to  Mr.  Dickerson.  J 
He  was  opposed  to  the  districting  system,  as  contra- 
vening the  federal  character  of  our  government,  and 
destroying  the  moral  and  geographical  independence  | 
of  the  states.  He  spoke  in  favor  of  postponement,  as 
the  present  was  not  a fit  moment  for  the  deliberate 
consideration  of  these  amendments. 

Messrs.  Mills , Kelley,  Barbour,  Hayne , Branch  and 
Macon,  severally  delivered  their  sentiments.  After 
which — 

The  question  was  put  on  postponing  the  whole  sub- 
ject indefinitely,  and  decided  in  the  affirmative,  30  to 
13,  as  follows: 

YEAS— Messrs  Barbour,  Barton,  Bell,  Brown,  Chamber,  Clay- 
ton, D'Woif.  Eaton.  Edwards,  Edwards,  Hayne,  Finlay,  Holmes, 
of  Mis  Johnson,  of  Ken.H.  .Johnson,  of  Lou.  J S.  Johnson,  of  Lou. 
Kelly,  King  of  Ala.  King  of  N.  Y.  Knight,  Lanman,  Lloyd,  of  Mass. 
Mills,  Palmer,  Parrott.  Seymour,  Talbot,  Taylor  of  lud.  Taylor 
of  Va  Van  Dyke  and  Williams-30. 

NAYS,— Messrs. Benton,  Branch,  Dickerson,  Elliott,  Holmes  of 
Me.  Lowrie,  Macon,  Noule,  Ruggles,  Smith,  Thomas,  Van  Buren 
and  Ware— 13. 

The  senate  then  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of 
executive  business;  and,  after  some  time,  adjourned. 

March  23.  The  bill  to  abolish  imprisonment  for 
debt  was  further  debated. 

The  bill  from  the  house  of  representatives,  “pro- 
viding for  the  necessary  surveys  for  roads  and  canals,” 
was  next  taken  up.  Mr.  Benton  proposed,  by  way  of 
amendment  to  this  bill,  an  entire  new  hill.  The 
amendment  was  read,  and  the  subject  was  postponed 
to,  and  made  the  order  of  the  day  for,  Thursday  next. 

The  other  business  transacted  will  appear  in  course. 

March  24.  Much  minor  or  preparatory  business 
was  attended  1o,  and  some  private  bills  passed. 

The  bill  making  appropriations  for  the  support  of 
government  for  the  year  1824,  was  taken  up,  and  se- 
veral small  amendments  were  agreed  to. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

Thursday,  March  18.  The  following  were  the  yeas 
and  nays  on  adopting  the  report  of  the  committee  of 
elections  in  the  case  of  Mr.  Bailey — 

YEAS— Messrs.  Adams,  Alexander,  of  Ten.  Allen,  of  Mass.  Alli- 
lon  Archer,  Barber,  of  Con.  P.  P Barbour.  J S.  Barbour,  Baylies, 
Bassett.  Beecher.  Blair.  Bradley.  Prnwn,  Buchanan,  Burton,  Cady, 
Cambreleng,  Campbell,  ot  S.  C.  Campbell,  of  Ohio,  Cary,  Cassedv, 
Ctark,  Coniliet,  Conner,  Craig  Culpeper,  Cuthbert,  Day.  Dwineil, 
Dwight,  Eaton,  Edwards,  ol  Penn.  Edwards, of  N.  C.  Ellis.  Foyd. 
Foote,  of  N Y.  Forward,  Frost.  Garrison,  Gatlin  Gist  Gurley, 
Hall,  Hamilton,  Harris,  Hayden,  Hayward  Henry,  Hogehoom,  Hol- 
combe, Hooks,  Houston,  Isacks,  Jenkins,  F Johnson,  Kent,  La- 
Latbrop.  Leftwich,  Letcher,  Lincoln.  Litchfield,  Long.  McCoy, 
McKee.  MeLane.  of  Del.  McLane,  of  Ohio,  Maogum,  Markley,  Mar- 
gin, Matlack,  Miller,  Mitchell,  of  Penn.  Neale,  Patterson,  of  Pen. 
Patterson,  of  Ohio,  Plumer,  of  Penn.  Prince,  Randolph,  Rankin, 
Richards,  Rogers,  Ross,  Saunders.  Sandford.  Sloane,  Arthur  Smith. 
Alex.  Smyth.  Spaight.  Sta»d  fer.  Sterling,  A.  Stevenson,  J.  Ste- 
phenson. Stewart.  Storrs,  Swan,TenEyck,  Test.  Thompson,  of  Geo. 
Tod,  Tracy,  Trimble,  Tucker,  of  Va.  Tucker,  of  S.C.  Tyson,  Udree, 
Vance,  of  N.  C.  Vance,  of  Ohio,  Van  Rensselaer,  VanWick.  Wayne, 


Webster,  Whitman,  Whittles  y,  White,  Wickliffe,  Williams,  of  N.Y. 
Williams  of  Va.  Williams,  of  N.  C.  J ; nr.es  Wilson  Henry  Wilson. 
Wilson,  of  S.  C.  Wilson,  of  Ohio,  Woods  and  Wright— 125. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Brick,  Buck,  Buckner,  Burkigh,  Cobb.  Cook, 
Crafts,  Crowninshield,  Cushman,  Durf  e.  Farrelly,  Findlay,  Fuot,oi 
Conn.  Fuller  Gazlay.  Hrrnek  Hobart,  Jen  h.gs.  J.  T Johnson, 
Kid  *er,  Kremer.  La w retie  , Little,  Livermore,  Locke.  Longfellow, 
McKean,  McKim.  Mallary.  Martindale,  Matson.  Mercer,  Moore,  of 
Ken  Moore,  of  Alabama,  Nelson.  N>  wion,  O’Brien, Owen,  Plumer, 
of  N.H.  Poinsett,  Reed,  Reynold*,  Rich.  Rives.  Rose,  Sharpe  Sib. 
ley,  Wm.  Smith,  Strong,  Taylor,  Thompson,  of  Ken.  Tomlinson 
Vinton,  Whipple,  and  Wood— 55.  * 

So  it  was  resolved  that  John  Bailey  is  not  entitled  to 
a seat  in  this  house.  * 

Friday,  March  19.  Mr.  McLane,  from  the  commit- 
tee of  ways  and  means,  reported  a bill  to  “authorize 
the  secretary  of  the  treasury  to  exchange  a stock 
hearing  an  interest  of  five  per  cent,  for  certain  stocks 
bearing  an  interest  of  six  per  cent. ;”  which  was  twice 
read  and  committed. 

Mr.  Van  Rensselaer , from  the  committee  of  agricul- 
ture, who  were  instructed  to  inquire  if  an  increase  of 
the  duty  now  established  by  law,  on  any  article  of  fo- 
reign growth  or  manufacture  will  be  for  the  interest 
of  the  agriculturist,  and,  if  there  be  any  such  article, 
to  name  the  same,  together  with  the  additional  amount 
of  duty  which  they  deem  beneficial  to  the  agricultural 
interest,  made  a report,  (which  shall  be  published 
hereafter),  which  was  laid  on  the  table.  [The  report 
does  not  consider  it  advisable  to  propose  any  duties  ad- 
ditional to  those  proposed  by  the  bill  now  before  the 
house.] 

The  Speaker  was  requested  to  issue  writs  for  the 
election  of  members  to  supply  the  places  of  Mr.  Ball, 
deceased,  and  Mr.  Bailey,  whose  seat  has  been  vacat- 
ed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Tod , the  house  again  went  into  * 
committee  of  the  whole  on  the  state  of  the  union,  (Mr. 
Condiet  in  the  chair),  on  the  hill  for  amending  the  acts 
laying  duties  on  imports. 

The  question  still  being  on  Mr.  Me  Kim's  motion  to 
strike  out  the  177th  line  of  the  bill,  “On  tallow,  four 
cents  per  pound:” 

Mr.  Baylies,  of  Mass,  addressed  the  committee  in 
favor  of  continuing  the  duty,  and  argued  that,  if  it 
should  be  laid,  American  tallow  would  be  employed 
in  making  soap;  and  oil,  which  is  abetter  and  a cheap- 
er light,  would,  to  an  additional  extent,  be  substituted 
for  candles.  He  commented  on  certain  memorials  of 
the  manufacturers  of  soap  and  candles,  and  replied 
to  the  arguments  therein  urged,  to  prove  that  the  duty 
would  be  advantageous  to  the  country.  He  made  a 
statement  to  shew  that  only  four  and  a half  per  cent, 
of  the  population  of  the  union  use  oil  for  light,  while 
ninety-five  and  a half  per  cent,  use  candles.  The  in- 
terests of  the  tallow  chandlers  are  at  variance  with 
those  of  the  agriculturists.  The  latter  would  receive 
a benefit  from  the  duty — while  the  tallow  chandlers 
have  sufficient  protection  in  a drawback  of  75  per 
cent.  The  interests  of  agriculture  and  the  whale 
fishery,  he  contended,  were  closely  united;  all  the 
supplies  of  the  crews  employed  in  that  fishery  being 
raised  by  the  farmer — while  the  construction  of  the 
vessels,  casks,  boats,  &c.  put  in  motion  a great  amount 
| of  mechanical  industry;  it  occupied  part  of  the  coast- 
ing trade;  it  nursed  a valuable  race  of  seamen,  hardy, 
intelligent,  skilful  and  independent.  In  the  course 
of  his  remarks  on  this  part  of  the  subject,  Mr.  B.  read 
a quotation  from  Edmund  Burke,  in  eulogium  of  the 
j whalemen — and  he  went  into  a succinct  history  of 
this  branch  of  enterprise,  and  stated  the  bounties 
conferred  upon  it  in  foreign  countries,  &c.  &c. 

Mr.  Cambreleng,  of  New-York,  rose  in  reply,  and 
contended  that  the  proposed  duty,  if  granted,  ivould 
not  be  any  relief  to  those  engaged  in  the  fisheries.  He 
stated  the  operation  of  the  duty  to  be  nugatory,  be- 
cause a drawback  is  allowed  by  the  bill  on  exported 
!;  soap  and  candles,  and  the  whole  amount  of  imported 
. tallow,  (about  a million  of  pounds),  is  nowr  made  into 
i .soap  and  candles  for  exportation — so  that  the  govern- 
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Went  would  collect  the  duty  with  one  hand,  and  pay 
it  back  in  drawback  with  the  other. 

Mr.  Webster  thought  the  proposed  duty  would  not 
do  any  good. 

A lively  debate  followed,  in  which  Messrs.  Liver- 
moreReed , Tod,  Mercer  and  others  took  part. 

At  half  past  four  o’clock  the  question  was  taken,  and 
the  committee  refused  to  strike  out  the  duty — ayes  52, 
noes  84. 

Mr.  Webster  then  proposed  an  amendment  to  the 
section,  which  was  left  undecided  when  the  committee 
rose. 

Saturday , March  20.  Mr.  Breck,  from  the  commit- 
tee, reported  a resolution  for  the  purchase  of  Peak's 
painting  of  Washington,  to  be  richly  framed  and 
placed  in  the  capitol,  provided  the  expense  thereof 
shall  not  exceed  3000  dollars.  Referred  to  a com- 
mittee of  the  whole. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Little,  it  was 

Resolved,  That  tin-  committee  of  ways  and  means  be  instruct- 
ed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  repealing:  so  much  of  the  act, 
entitl’d  “an  act  supplementary  to,  and  to  amend  an  act,  entitled 
an  act  to  regulate  the  collection  ot  duties  on  imports  and  tonnage, 
passed  2d  March,  1799,  as  allows  a discount  on  cash  payments  for 
duties  on  goods,  wares  and  merchandise,  imported. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Vance , of  N.  C.  it  was 

Resolved  That  the  committee  of  ways  and  means  be  instructed 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  making  an  appropriation  ade- 
quate to  the  extinguishment  of  reservations  granted  to  certain 
Cherokee  Indians,  within  the  limits  of  North  Carolina  and  Ten- 
nessee. 

The  house  again  went  into  committee  of  the  whole 
on  the  tariff  bill.  Much  time  was  spent  in  discussing 
some  of  the  items. 

Mr.  Breck  moved  to  raise  the  duty  on  twine  from  5 
to  10  cents  per  lb. — not  agreed  to.  Mr.  Foote  propos- 
ed to  increase  the  duty  on  certain  wines  from  15  to 
25  cents  per  gallon — after  considerable  debate,  the 
motion  was  withdrawn.  Mr.  Mercer  moved  to  reduce 
the  duty  on  tallow  from  4 cents  to  one  cent  per  lb. 
— he  thought  it  would  tempt  persons  to  obtain  the  be- 
nefit of  drawback  improperly,  but  he  was  opposed 
by  Messrs.  Wayne,  Tod  and  Wood,  because  the  duty 
would  benefit  agriculture.  Mr.  Mercer's  motion  was 
lost — only  49  being  in  favor  of  it.  Mr.  Cambrelcng 
moved  to  strike  out  the  proposed  duty  of  two  cents 
per  lb.  on  hemp  and  insert  one  and  a half  cents.  The 
committee  rose  without  coming  to  a decision. 

A message  was  received  from  the  president  of  the 
United  States,  accompanied  by  a report  from  the  sec- 
retary of  state,  enclosing  copies  of  the  correspon- 
dence, instituted  by  the  president  with  foreign  govern- 
ments, since  28th  Feb.  1823,  relative  to  the  African 
slave  trade.  And  the  house  adjourned. 

Monday,  March  22.  After  the  usual  minor  business 
had  been  disposed  of — 

Mr.  Allen  called  up  the  joint  resolution  offered  by 
him  some  days  since,  respecting  an  adjournment;  but 
the  house  refused  to  consider  it — ayes  44,  noes  83. 

Mr.  Randolph  observed,  that  the  vernal  equinox  was 
now  passed,  and  he  thought  it  was  time  that  every 
member  who  did  not  intend  to  rely  on  the  public 
crib,  but  to  feed  out  of  his  own  corn-house,  should  go 
home  and  plant  his  corn;  and  he  hoped  that  the  hon. 
member  from  Massachusetts  would  continue  to  re- 
peat his  motion  until  it  should  obtain  a more  favora- 
ble reception  of  the  house.  The  protracted  sessions 
of  congress,  (which,  however,  he  thanked  God,  could 
take  place  only  every  other  year,)  he  considered  as 
fraught  with  incalculable  mischief.  They  excluded 
from  the  public  service  an  important  and  valuable 
class  of  men. 

[Here  the  Speaker  interposed,  and  pronounced  Mr. 
R’s  remarks  tobe  out  of  order,  inasmuch  as  the  house 
had  refused  to  consider  the  resolution.] 

Mr.  R.  observed  that  he  intended  to  conclude  his 
observations  by  making  a motion;  but  he  should  stand 
corrected. 

Mr.  Taylor  then  made  a motion  to  alter  the  hour  of 
meeting  tpL eleven  o’clock,  A.  M.,  and  supported  his 


motion  by  a short  speech,  in  which  he  adverted  to  the 
amount  of  business  in  arrear,  and  the  injurious  con- 
sequence of  long  sessions. 

Mr.  Randolph  again  rose,  and  said,  that  he  should 
take  the  liberty,  which  the  gentleman  from  New  Y ork 
seemed  so  willing  to  take  himself,  but  to  refuse  to 
others — no  uncommon  case — of  making  some  obser- 
vations on  an  interdicted  subject.  He  should,  in  the 
selection  of  his  topics,  pursue  his  own  lights,  however 
feeble,  without  availing  himself  of  the  very  great  dis- 
cernment, sagacity,  experience — (he  wished  he  could 
enlarge  the  catalogue,) — of  the  gentleman  from  New 
York.  I,  for  one,  said  Mr.  R.  voted  for  the  repeal  of 
that  preposterous  rule  which,  even  if  this  building 
were  on  fire,  prevented  the  house  from  adjourning 
before,  4 o’clock;  and  I did  suppose  that,  in  its  spirit, 
it  went  to  repeal  the  other  rule  on  the  same  subject, 
in  reference  to  the  proceedings  of  the  committee  of 
the  whole.  Four  hours  per  diem  is  as  long  as  I,  at 
least,  am  able  to  endure — I will  not  say,  the  pestilen- 
tial atmosphere  of  this  house — but  an  atmosphere, 
such  as  nothing  but  the  wrretched  animals  plunged  in 
the  Grotto  del  Cane,  near  Naples,  w'ere  compelled  to 
breathe,  to  gratify  the  laudable  curiosity  of  the  very 
benevolent  philosophers  of  modern  Europe.  I hope 
the  gentlemen’s  motion  will  not  be  adopted — and  I now 
give  notice,  that  I mean  to  follow  up  his  motion  with 
one  which  relates  to  a subject  that  requires,  if  not  the 
actual  cautery,  at  least  the  knife — it  is  a motion  to  re- 
duce the  per  diem  allowance  of  members  of  this  house, 
to  w'hat  it  was  when  I first  had  the  honor  of  a seat 
here,  and  which  I then  thought,  and  still  think,  as  a 
per  diem  allowance,  was  fixed  a great  deal  too  high. 

If  the  present  session  is  suffered  to  continue,  in- 
stead of  having,  in  congress,  great  leading  professional 
men,  we  shall  have  what  have  been  well  denominated 
the  merely  mechanical,  the  instrumental  members  of 
those  professions.  And,  as  to  the  landed  interest, 
how  can  we  expect  to  be  represented,  when  it  is  ruin 
to  a landed  man  to  attend  here?  I for  one,  cannot,  sir, 
consent  to  sit  here  for  so  many  months,  de  die  in  diem, 
for  six  days  in  the  week,  and  hear  nothing  but  the 
same  strain  forever  repeated.  It  is  enough,  sir,  to 
worry  the  patience  of  Job  himself.  I shall,  therefore, 
move  that,  from  and  after  the  end  of  the  present  ses- 
sion of  congress,  the  per  diem  allowance  of  members 
be  $6,  and  the  allowance  for  travelling  expenses  be 
the  same  sum  for  every  twenty  miles  travelling. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  Mr.  Taylor's  reso- 
lution, and  carried. 

Mr.  Randolph  moved  the  following: 

“ Resolved,  That,  from  and  after  the  end  of  the  pre- 
sent session  of  congress,  the  per  diem  allowance  of 
members  shall  be  six  dollars,  and  six  dollars  for  every 
twenty  miles  travelling.” 

This  resolution  he  desired  to  lay  on  the  table,  and 
he  gave  notice  that  he  should  call  up  its  consideration 
on  Friday  next. 

The  question  being  put  on  laying  the  resolve  on  the 
table,  it  was  carried — ayes  80,  nces  60. 

The  rest  of  the  day  was  spent  in  a committee  of  the 
whole, Fon  the  bill  making  approprio lions  for  the  naval 
service'  for  the  year  1824.  The  chief  item  opposed 
was  that  of  “contingent  expenses,  including  all  extra 
allowances,  225,000  dollars.”  It  was  reduced  to 
180,000.  The  other  sums  reported  were  agreed  to, 
the  bill  was  reported  to  the  house,  and  then  it  ad- 
journed. 

[On  taking  a vote,  at  one  period  of  this  day,  it  was 
found  that  only  eighty-six  members,  (not  a quorum), 
were  present.] 

Tuesday,  March  23.  The  house  concurred  in  the*, 
several  amendments  of  the  committee  of  the  whole, 
on  the  bill  “making  provision  for  the  support  of  the 
navy  of  the  United  States  for  the  year  1S24,”  with  the 
exception  of  the  item  for  contingent  expenses,  1 80,000 
dollars. 
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After  some  general  remarks,  Mr.  McLane  introduc- 
ed an  amendment  prescribing  the  objects  to  which  the 
contingent  fund  should  be  applied,  which  was  agreed 
to,  the  amount  of  the  fund  being  reduced  to  100,000 
dollars.  The  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a 
third  reading  to-morrow. 

The  house  then,  in  committee  of  the  whole,  took 
up  the  tariff  bill — Mr.  Cambreleng's  motion  to  reduce 
the  proposed  duty  on  hemn  being  under  consideration : 
A long  and  zealous  debate  followed,  but  the  commit- 
the  refused  to  make  such  reduction — 69  for  it,  107 
against  it. 

Wednesday,  March  24.  The  Speaker  laid  before  the 
house  a letter  from  the  secretary  of  war,  accompany- 
ing a statement  of  the  expenditures  at  the  national 
armories,  and  of  the  arms,  &c.  made  therein,  during 
the  year  1823,  rendered  in  obedience  to  an  act  of  the 
2d  April,  1794;  which  was  laid  on  the  table. 

Many  resolutions  were  submitted,  which  will  suffi- 
ciently appear  in  the  future  proceedings. 

The  tariff  bill  was  again  taken  up  in  committee  of 
4he  whole.  The  debate  about  raising  the  duty  on 
wines  paying  15  cents  per  gallon,  was  continued,  at 
length — but  negatived. 

Mr.  Tod  moved  to  strike  out  from  line  99,  to  104, 
inclusive,  viz: 

“On  Russia  duck,  per  piece  of  fifty- two  archeens, 
two  dollars  each  piece; 

“On  Raven’s  duck,  per  piece  of  fifty-two  archeens, 
one  dollar  and  twenty-five  cents  each  piece.” 

“On  Holland  duck,  per  piece  of  fifty-two  archeens, 
two  dollars  and  fifty  cents  each  piece.” 

Nr.  T.  stated  that  the  manufacture  of  duck  was 
now  established;  much  of  the  flax  had  to  be  import- 
ed from  Ireland,  and  there  was  some  reason  to  ap- 
prehend that  the  duty,  as  proposed,  would  interfere 
with  the  provisions  of  the  British  treaty.  He  there- 
fore desired  to  leave  this  manufacture  under  another 
provision  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  Webster,  of  Massachusetts,  asked  for  explana- 
tion. 

Mr.  Tod  replied,  that  the  ad  valorem  duty  laid  on 
duck  in  the  other  part  of  the  bill,  was  25  per  cent.; 
that  proposed  in  this,  amounted  to  about  20  per  cent, 
so  that  striking  out  -would  raise  the  duty  5 per  cent. 

Mr.  McKim,  of  Maryland,  wished  for  farther  con- 
sideration. 

Mr.  Clay  supported  Mr.  Tod’s  motion.  The  arti- 
cle now  made  was  of  an  excellent  quality.  The 
American  navy  had  adopted  the  use  of  it.  It  was  a 
manufacture  for  which  this  country  was  well  adapt- 
ed; and  it  diminished  a trade  the  most  disadvanta- 
geous of  any  in  which  we  are  engaged. 

Mr.  Crowninshield  was  against  the  bill  generally, 
and  this  proposed  amendment  particularly.  He  said 
that  the  navy  alone  could  pay  for  the  canvass  manu- 
factured in  the  United  States — the  price  was  too  high, 
and  he  spoke  at  large  about  the  commercial  interest 
of  the  nation.  Mr.  Kremer  and  Mr.  Clay  spoke  in  re- 
ply. The  latter  maintained  the  fact  that  the  Ameri- 
can manufacture  had  reduced  the  price  of  the  foreign 
article,  and  said  that  an  ad  valorem  duty  of  25  per 
cent,  had  been  recommended  by  the  secretary  of  the 
treasury.  Mr.  Floyd  opposed  the  amendment — the 
raising  of  flax  was  an  object  too  small  to  be  worth 
consideration.  After  other  gentlemen  had  spoken, 
Mr.  Tod's  amendment  was  carried,  ayes  93,  noes  77. 

Mr.  Clay  then  proposed  a duty  of  1 2^  cents  per  gal- 
lon on  molasses,  but  modified  it  to  10  cents.  After 
considerable  debate,  it  was  agreed  to — ayes  100, 
noes  88. 

• Mr.  Webster  moved  an  amendment  to  allow  a draw- 
back to  the  printers  and  stainers  of  imported  silks  and 
nankeens,  which,  after  some  explanations  from  him, 
was  ordered  to  be  printed. 


The  committee  then  rose  and  the  navy  appropria- 
tion bill  was  passed,  and  sent  to  the  senate;  and  the 
house  adjourned. 

Thursday’s  proceedings — march  25. 

In  the  senate — The  general  appropriation  bill  was 
further  considered,  and  a small  amendment  made, 
after  much  discussion,  about  the  amount  to  be  allow- 
ed to  the  commissioner  and  arbitrator  under  the  1st 
article  of  the  treaty  of  Ghent,  &c. 

Inthe  house  of  representatives — a report  was  received 
concerning  claims  for  French  spoliations,  which  shall 
be  inserted  in  our  next  paper. 

After  much  debate,  the  rule  of  the  house  was  re- 
scinded which  forbids  adjournment  before  the  hour  of 
four  o’clock,  when  any  subject  is  before  the  house  in 
committee  of  the  whole,  which  has  been  already  one 
day  debated.  For  rescinding  93,  against  it  78. 

The  house  went  into  committee  of  the  whole  on  the 
tariff  bill.  The  amendment  proposed  yesterday  by  Mr 
Webster,  to  allow  drawback  on  silks  or  nankeens  im- 
ported, if  printed,  colored,  &c.  before  the  export 
thereof.  Much  debate  followed,  which  there  is  not 
time  to  notice  at  present;  and,  at  last,  the  amendment 
was  agreed  to,  without  a division. 

Mr.  Tod,  moved  to  amend  the  bill  in  the  238th  line 
by  striking  out  “three,”  and,  in  the  241st  line,  strik- 
ing out  utwo;"  and  inserting  in  both  places  “five;”  so 
as  to  make  the  clauses  read: 

“On  all  wares  of  cut  glass,  not  specified,  five  cents 
per  pound,  and,  in  addition  thereto,  an  ad  valorem 
duty  of  thirty  per  centum ; 

“On  all  other  articles  of  glass,  five  cents  per  pound, 
and,  in  addition  thereto,  an  ad  valorem  duty  of  twenty 
per  centum-” 

This  also  produced  considerable  discussion — the 
amendment  was  not  accepted;  for  it  86,  against  it  S7. 

A message  was  received  from  the  president  of  the 
United  States  relative  to  the  accounts  of  Daniel  D - 
Tompkins,  which,  with  some  further  notices  of  this 
day’s  proceedings,  must  lie  over  till  next  week. 


CHRONICLE. 

The  Abbe  Corea,  formerly  Portuguese  minister  at 
Washington,  and  well-known  in  Europe  and  America 
as  a distinguished  botanist  and  scholar,  died  at  Lisbon 
in  September  last,  aged  74  years. 

The  Journal  du  Commerce,  of  the  23d  of  January, 
states,  that  officious  persons  have  taken  great  pains  to 
circulate  a report  that  Lafayette  was  about  to  re- 
move  to  the  United  States.  It  is  easy  to  perceive  the 
drift,  (they  add),  of  these  rumors,  which  are  calculat- 
ed to  deceive  the  public  respecting  the  plans  of  this 
able  defender  of  his  country’s  rights.  It  is  not  to  be 
expected  that  Lafayette  will  abandon  his  country  as 
long  as  his  voice  can  be  heard  in  the  cause  of  justice 
and  liberty.  Should  he  ever  quit  France,  it  is  to  be 
presumed  that  he  considers  liberty  as  irrevocably  lost, 
or  sheltered  at  last  from  the  attacks  of  ignorance  and 
corruption. 

Mutiny  and  murder.  Three  seamen,  on  board  the 
schooner  Napoleon,  of  Yarmouth,  Mass,  learning  that 
there  was  some  specie  on  board,  rose  upon  the  cap- 
tain and  mate  and  killed  them — after  which  they 
chopped  off  their  heads  and  threw  the  mangled  re- 
mains into  the  sea.  This  occurred  in  Funchal  roads; 
but  the  wretches  were  taken  and  the  property  saved, 
and  both  will  be  sent  to  the  United  States.  The  mur- 
derers were  foreigners,  shipped  at  Savannah. 

Severe  bite.  The  Raleigh  Register  mentions  that  a 
cow,  having  intruded  her  head  into  a trough  out  of 
which  a horse  was  eating  his  provender,  the  latter 
caught  the  tongue  of  the  former  in  his  mouth,  and 
instantly  severed  it  in  twain — of  which  the  cow  died 
in  a short  time. 
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Want  of  spac  e.  If  we  had  48,  instead  of  16  pages, 
•we  could  easily  fill  them  just  now  . with  interesting  or 
useful  matter:  but  the  papers  and  speeches  on  hand 
w ill  enable  us  to  publish  rich  and  valuable  sheets  for 
a long  time  to  come. 

is,  perhaps,  unknow  n to  some,  that  all  print- 
ed papers,  put  up  in  letter-form,  are  subject  to  postage 
as  letters,  especially  if  sealed — the  payment  of  which 
is  a great  hardship  imposed  on  editors  by  persons  who 
have  their  oivn  interests  to  serve,  or  peculiar  feelings 
to  gratify.  Such  communications  will  not  be  taken) 
out  of  the  post  office  by  the  editor  of  the  Register; 
or,  if  it  should  so  happen  that  they  are,  and  the  post- 
master will  not  refund  the  postage  paid,  they  shall  be 
sent  “back  from  whence  they  came,”  unattended  to. 

BCp’The  facts  shewn  in  the  article  on  “production 
and  consumption,”  are  respectfully  recommended  to 
the  consideration  of  persons  seeking  the  truth,  whe- 
ther they  are  in  favor  of  or  opposed  to  the  encou- 
ragement of  domestic  industry.  The  principles  involv- 
ed in  this  matter  are  of  vital  importance,  and  they 
ought  to  be  seriously  examined. 

The  tariff.  The  debate  on  the  general  princi- 


(200  lbs.)  lbs.  12,283,600 
(at  400  16s.)  1,146,000 

(200  lbs.) 


61,418  661.5.  beef 
2,865  horned  cattle 
55,529  661s.  pork 
1,637,157  lbs.  bacon  and  lard 

1 1,436  live  hogs,  say  (at  150 16s.) 
6,880  sheep  (10016s.) 

Animal 

4,272  bush,  wheat  (80  lbs.) 

756,702  661s.  dour  (200 16s.) 

749,034  bush.  Indian  corn 
141,501661s.  Indian  meal 
25,665  do.  rye  do. 

89,344  dollars  worth  of  rye  and  other 
grain — say  at  only  1 cent  per  pound 
43,700  bbls.  ship  bread 
30,994  kegs  do. 

37,241  bush,  potatoes 
101 ,365  tierces  of  rice  (600  lbs.) 


11,105,800 

1,637,157 

1.715.400 

688,000 

28,575,957 

256,320 

151,200,000 

37,451,700 

28.300.000 

5,500,000 

8.934.400 
- 3,584,500 

247,952 

1,489,640 

60.981.000 

297,945,512 


Vegetable 

Now  these  are  ALL  the  articles  of  animal  or  vegeta- 
ble food  exported  from  ALL  the  U.  Stales  for  a whole 
year,  a little  poultry  excepted,  of  which  there  is  no 
pies  of  this  bill  is  now  proceeding—  it  was  commenced  j return;  and  the  aggregate  is  326,531,469  lbs.  of  which 
by  Mr.  P.  P.  Barbour  last  week,  and  his  speech,  as!  _____  . . , , n. 

ini.ht  be  expected,  teas  a very  able  one.  On  Tuesday  j28>5  ,0^ ' lbs-  * animal,  and  29  ,,945,512  lbs.  vegeta- 
last  Mr.  Clay  commenced  in  reply,  and  concluded  at'jble.  The  value  of  the  animal  food  exported,  may  he 


an  eariv  hour  on  Wednesday.  Private  letters  speak 
of  it  u&a.  wonderful  effort  of  intellect  and  eloquence. 
It  may  well  be  believed  as  having  been  second  to  no 
other  speech  that  ever  was  delivered  on  a similar  sub- 
ject. 

As  the  bill  has  been  discussed,  item  by  item,  so 
much  at  large,  and  no  new  matter,  in  illustration  of  its 
principles,  can  be  expected,  it  is  important  to  the 
nation  that  it  should  be  disposedof,  one  way  or  ano- 
ther; if  it  is  passed,  that  the  senate  may  have  time 
to  act  upon  it — and,  be  it  passed  or  rejected,  that  the 
house  of  representatives  may  attend  to  an  hundred 
other  things  connected  with  the  welfare  of  the  public 
and  the  rights  of  persons. 

Production  and  consumption.  In  the  debate  in  the 
house  of  representatives,  on  the  24th  ult.  Mr.  Floyd 
said — 

“Was  it  contended  the  manufacturers  would  them- 
selves supply  the  farmer  with  a market?  If  all  the 

500,000  manufacturers  of  the  United  States  were  put 
into  one  of  the  western  districts,  a circle  of  60  miles 
diameter  would  furnish  all  they  could  consume. 
Could  any  body  believe  that  we  could  take  hands 
aivay  from  the  agriculture  of  the  country,  to  compete 
with  the  manufactures  of  Europe?” 

Having  given  this  a first  and  second  reading,  I re- 
ferred it  to  “a  committee  of  the  whole,”  and  be 
leave  to  report  as  follows — 

Let  us  examine  the  facts  that  belong  to  the  matters 
•dated  by  Mr.  Floyd,  and  see  what  results  We  shall 
produce,  by  a reference  to  official  documents,  or,  what 
is  more  important,  the  common  sense  of  things. 

We  exported,  during  the  year  ending  on  the  30th 
September,  1823 — 
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put  down  at  5 cents  per  lb.  and  of  the  vegetable,  see- 
ing that  so  great  a part  of  it  is  made  up  of  flour  and 
rice,  at  not  less  than  2£  cents  per  lb.  The  value  then 
of  the  whole  export  is  thus  ascertained — 

28,575,957  lbs.  animal  food  at  5 cents  1,4 28,797 

297,945,512  do.  vegetable  do.  2£* *  8,193,503 


9,622,300 

The  quantity  as  "well  as  the  value,  are  very  nearly 
right— ^but,  as  they  are  assumed  for  the  simple  pur- 
pose of  making  a comparison,  it  is  no  matter  whether 
they  are  exactly  correct  or  not. 

To  prevent  ail  possibility  of  dispute,  I will  suppose 
that  only  500,000  people,  [the  number  granted  by  Mr. 
Floyd],  of  the  United  States,  are  employed  in,  or  fed 
by,  the  product  of  manufactures,  though  satisfied  that 
the  amount  is  much  greater;  and  on  this,  I shall  build 
up  some  calculations  which,  I think,  will  rather  sur- 
prise those  who  never  have  thought  of  the  value  of  the 
home  market. 

A very  large  part  of  these  manufacturers  are  hale 
and  hearty  men,  working  in  iron,  leather,  wood,  wool, 
Sic.  &c.  including  a great  host  of  wood-choppers,  wa- 
goners, &c.  occ.  too  tedious  to  enumerate;  and,  one 


*Flour  and  rice,  making  more  than  tivo  thirds  of  the 
whole  weight  of  bread  stuffs  exported,  are  valued  at 
something  more  than  three  cents  per/6,  by  the  secre- 
tary of  the  treasury — but  some  of  the  other  articles 
exported  were  not  worth  so  much,  and  the  average  is 
not  far  from  the  officially  estimated  value  of  the  whole. 

* See  note  (A.) 
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with  another,  will  consume  (or  waste)  one  lb.  of  vege- 
table food  each — and  $lbs.  of  animal  food  per  day. 

500.000  persons,  at  115.  for  365  days  15.182,500,000 

The  same  i do.  136,975,000 

Total.  319,375,000 

Then — 

182  millions  lbs.  vegetable  food,  at  2^  cents  5,005,000 
137  millions  lbs.  animal  do  5 6,S50,000 

50.000  horses*  at  $36  90  1,845,000 

13,700,000 

So  we  see,  by  the  force  of  plain  practical  arith- 
metic, that  the  support  of  the  500,000  manufacturers, 
of  whom  Mr.  Floyd  speaks  so  indifferently,  consume 
about  one  half  more  than  the  whole  amount  of  the  ex- 
ports of  the  products  of  the  agriculture  of  the  states 
of  Maine,  New  Hampshire , Massachrisetts,  Rhode  Island, 
Connecticut,  Vermont , New  York,  New  Jersey,  Pennsylva- 
nia, Delaware,  Kentucky,  Ohio,  Indiana,  Illinois  and  Mis- 
souri  FIFTEEN  WHOLE  STATES;  with  about  ONF  HALF 

of  those  of  Maryland,  Virginia  and  North  Carolina, 
taking  them  together  and  including  the  article  rice, 
(see  note  B.) and  more  than  seven  eights  of  all  the  ex- 
port raised  by  the  free  agriculturalists  of  the  United  States! 

If  the  gentleman  thinks  that  I have  allowed  the 
people  more  food  than  they  consume,  he  may  reduce 
their  allowance  fully  one  third,  and  yet  the  value  of 
the  consumption  will  exceed  the  value  of  the  bread 
stuffs  and  meats  exported!  The  price  of  both  is  esti- 
mated at  the  same  rates,  for  the  very  good  reason 
that,  if  the  articles  are  not  consumed  at  home , they 
must  be  brought  to  the  sea-board  for  exportation , or 
be  suffered  to  perish  where  they  were  produced;  and, 
if  the  foreign  demand  would  take  off  the  surplus,  the 
money-amount  would  be  exactly  the  same. 

But  I have  not  done  yet — these  500,000  people,  also, 
want  something  to  drink;  and,  whether  it  is  right  or 
wrong,  they  will  have  it:  and,  according  to  what  is  be- 
lieved to  be  the  average  consumption  of  the  Unit- 
ed States,  they  will  use  about  2,000,000  gallonsf 


*Pennsylvania,  in  1800,  had  more  than  one  horse  to 
every  four  persons  in  the  state — 255,645  horses,  S 10,69 1 
persons;  but  I allow  only  one  horse  to  every  ten  per- 
sons, which,  I am  sure,  is  less  than  they  would  need  for 
all  the  purposes  of  transporting  wood,  coal,  materials 
and  goods,  and  for  the  use  of  those  travelling  to  and 
fro  on  the  business  of  so  many  people,  to  buy  and  sell; 
and,  besides,  some  would  be  needed  for  many  other 
purposes. 

The  cost  of  maintaining  a working  horse  is  thus  as- 
certained— 

Six  pounds  of  grain  per  day,  at  one  cent  per  lb.  is,  for 
the  year,  2190  lbs.  or  $21  90 

tons  of  hay,  per  annum,  or  its  equivalent,  at 
*10  dollars  per  ton  15  00 


36  90 

It  is  presumed  that  a horse  can  hardly  be  kept  for 
a less  sum  than  this — 500,000  horses,  at  $3,690  each, 

is  $!,S-15,OQO 

fThis  is  at  the  rate  of  consumption  according  to  the 
quantity  supposed  to  be  made. 


of  whiskey,  beer,  or  other  liquors  made  out  of  grain 
This  is  to  be  added  to  the  value  of  the  agricultural 
products  consumed  by  them.  And  then,  there  is  fax 
and  hemp,  wool  and  cotton,  chewing  and  smoking  tobac^ 
co,  and  many  other  little  items,  which,  if  they  were 
all  put  together,  would  make  a very  decent  addition 
to  the  sum  total — but  quant,  suf. 

Being  thus  supported  by  official  facts  and  reasonable 
calculations,  I make  the  round  assertion,  'and  chal- 
lenge Mr.  Floyd  to  controvert  it,  that  the  WHOLE 
PRODUCT  of  the  agriculture  of  the  United  States  ex- 
ported, the  articles  of  cotton  and  tobacco  excepted,  will 
notone  half  supply  500,000  people  with  the  food,  drink, 
butter,  cheese , a d and  tallow  consumed. 

There  is  nothing  like  coming  to  these  details  to  ar- 
rive at  truth.  Without  thinking,  we  fall  into  errors 
like  that  committed  by  one  of  my  friends,  from  the 
interior — who,  if  I recollect  rightly,  had  been  for  se- 
veral years  a member  of  congress,  as  well  as  Mr. 
Floyd.  I have  told  the  anecdote  before,  but  it  is  worth 
repeating:  at  the  beginning  of  the  late  war,  a great 
prize  ship,  impressed  on  her  voyago  from  Jamaica 
to  London,  arrived  at  Baltimore,  with  nearly  1000 
hogsheads  of  sugar  of  the  largest  size,  weighing  about 
2000  pounds  each.  These  were  all  exposed  on  the 
wharf,  at  one  view,  and,  when  my  friend  saw  the 
mighty  mass,  he  wondered  what  would  be  done  with 
it — u there  was  enough  to  supply  all  the  world!”  Finding 
him  filled  with  this  notion,  I took  out  my  pencil  and 
shewed  him  that  the  1000  hogsheads  eontaiifcd  only 
about  2,000,000  pounds,  which  was  no  more  than  one 
ffth  of  a pound  to  each  of  the  people  of  the  United 
States.  He  examined  the  calculation  eagerly,  he  saw 
it  was  right — and  yet,  perhaps,  felt  as  unwilling  to  be- 
lieve it,  as  some  will  be  to  accept  the  facts  stated 
above,  though  none  will  presume  to  say  that  they  are- 
exaggerated.  That  they  are  built  upon  plain,  honest, 
unsophisticated  truth — that  the  figures  presented  ob- 
stinately shew  the  merits  of  the  matter,  may  be 
very  simply  demonstrated  to  the  most  common  capa- 
city. Thus — 

1.  The  14  millions  of  dollars  worth  of  bread  stuff* 
and  meats,  (to  say  nothing  about  drinks,  &c.)  which 
I have  allowed  as  the  value  consumed  by  500,000 
people,  affords  to  each  person  only  ticenty-eighl  dol- 
lar's a year  as  the  cost  of  his  or  her  subsistence,  or 
a little  more  than  ffty  cents  per  week. 

2.  The  value  of  the  animal  food  and  bread  stuffs  ex- 
ported from  the  United  States,  say  10  millions  of 
dollars,  all  told,  will  allow  for  the  support  of 500,000 
persons  only  ticcnty  dollars  each  per  annum,  or  thirty- 
nine  cents  per  week — a rate,  low  enough,  I should  sup- 
pose, and  at  least  one  half  short  in  its  whole  amount  of 
the  actual  average  cost  of  the  support  of  any  de- 
cent journejunan  mechanic  and  his  family,  however 
economical  they  may  he ; and  I am  sure  that  Mr. 
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Floyd  will  not  think  that  thirty-nine  cents  is  too 
much  for  the  subsistence  of  a free  person,  for  a 
whole  week:  I venture  to  say,  that  his  slaves  eost 

him  more  on  the  average — giving  that  value  to  the 
commodities  consumed  by  them  which  they  would 
produce  in  the  export  market  for  them. 

The  truth  is,  thatabody  of  500,000  manufacturers, 
If  collected  in  one  spot,  for  their  meats,  bread-stuffs 
and  drinks — firewood — butter,  cheese,  lard, tallow — 
hemp,  flax,  wool  and  a hundred  more  articles  which 
agriculture  supplies  or  the  agriculturalists  possess, 
would  consume  or  use,  or  cause  to  be  consumed  or  used, 
■a  value  in  the  products  of  the  farmers  and  planters 
— at  least  twice  as  large  as  the  value  of  ALL  the  domestic 
articles  exported.  gCJ^This  is  capable  of  being  de- 
monstrated just  as  plainly  as  the  matters  arc  above. 
The  whole  value  of  our  exports — the  product  of  the 
sea,  the  forest,  agriculture  and  manufactures,  was, 
(for  the  last  year),  only  $47,155,408 — of  which  the 
amount  of  $26,62S,1S2  was  in  cotton  and  tobacco. 

For  the  500,000  manufacturers  would  give  direct 
employment  or  support  to  a great  number  of  persons 
not  engaged  in  agriculture — such  as  brick-makers, 
masons,  carpenters,  tailors,  and  fifty  other  businesses 
not  coming  under  the  common  head  of  manufactures; 
and  how  many  would  be  engaged  in  the  transporta- 
tion of  food  and  materials  to  them,  and  in  the  carry- 
ing away  and  sending  abroad  their  various  fabricks? 
We  cannot  calculate  these  things.  But  let  us  take  a 
little  item  by  way  of  specimen:  the  500,000,  as  well 
in  their  factories  as  in  their  families,  would  require 
at  least  500,000  cords  of  wood  for  fuel — perhaps  the 
equivalent  of  a million  of  cords  a year  in  coal  and 
wood;  however,  say  only  500,000  cords — it  wrill  steadi- 
ly employ  666  men  to  fall  the  trees  and  chop  this 
wood,  and,  if  their  families  consisted  of  four  persons 
each,  themselves  included,  2,664  persons  would  be 
maintained  by  this  labor.  Suppose  the  average  dis- 
tance of  carriage  is  no  more  than  five  miles,  about 
nine  cords  may  then  be  transported  weekly,  and  would 
steadily  employ  1,100  wagons  and  as  many  drivers, 
with  4,400  horses;  and,  if  the  farmers  received  only 
$1  per  cord  for  their  wood,  they  could  get  500,000 
dollars  a year,  as  well  as  the  profit  that  they  might 
make  in  the  transportation  of  it.  Besides  this,  what 
would  be  the  amount  and  the  value  of  the  wood  re- 
quired to  build  and  repair  one  hundred  thousand  dwel- 
lings, shops  and  out-houses,  and  for  the  making  of 
machinery,  &c.  Pause,  and  look  at  it! 

Another  thing  may  be  mentioned — it  is  estimated 
that  it  would  require  4,336,850  pounds  of  flax  to 
make  the  quantity  of  sail  cloth  now  imported,  and 
that  this  flax  would  be  worth  $390,316.  If  then  the 
labor  of  an  agriculturalist  be  supposed  as  worth 
$150  a year,  we  have  the  steady  employment  of  2,600 
farmers,  and  the  subsistence  of,  at  least,  10.000  per- 


sons in  this  small  matter.  In  this  manner  fifty  other 
items  might  be  produced  to  shew  the  natural  and 
immediate  connexion  which  there  is  between  agri- 
culture and  manufactures.  The  interest  of  the  one 
is  that  of  the  other.  It  must  be  recollected  that  car- 
penters, wood-choppers,  wagoners  and  flax-breakers, 
&c.  &c.  rat  just  like  other  people!  and  so  make  addi- 
tional demands  for  the  products  of  bread-stuffs  and 
meats. 

Here  we  see  what  is  the  HOME  MARKET  which 
the  farmers  want,  which  they  must  have.  This  mar- 
ket may  be  kept  up  without  the  aid  of  a navy,  without 
expensive  foreign  missions,  without  foreign  wars  about 
trade.  It  will  as  much  disregard  “British  orders  in 
council”  and  “French  decrees,”  as  I do  the  interests 
of  the  button  makers  of  Birmingham,  or  the  calico 
makers  of  Manchester. 

But  a little  more  arithmetic  may  be  useful  to  all 
dealing  in  such  wholesale  assertions.  Mr.  Floyd 
says  that  “sixty  miles  in  diameter  would  furnish  all 
that  the  500,000  manufacturers  in  the  United  States 
would  consume.”  That  is  possible,  if  there  were  any 
sixty  miles  in  diamater  in  the  world  that  could  be 
wholly  cultivated — but  such  a thing  is  just  as  possible 
as  “to  scale  the  moon  with  a lamp-lighter’s  ladder.” 
And  if  it  were,  how  would  it  operate  on  the  great 
planting  interest? — A tract  of  land,  sixty  miles  square, 
contains  3,600  square  miles,  each  square  mile  con- 
tains 640  acres,  and  the  amount  of  acres  is  2,304,000. 
Now,  according  to  Darby’s  table  of  the  products  of 
Louisiana,  one  acre  of  land  gives  250  lb.  of  cotton,— 
the  2,300,000  acres  would,  therefore,  yield  the  almost 
inconceivable  quantity  of  five  hundred  and  twenty  five 
millions  of  pounds,  being  about  or  nearly  five  times  the 
amount  of  the  annual  product  of  all  the  United  States! 
Indeed  the  “sixty  miles  diameter,”  that  the  gentle- 
man speaks  so  contemptuously  of,  would,  if  cultivated 
as  he  supposes,  yield  double  the  quantity  of  cotton  and 
tobacco  raised  in  these  states,  about  which  so  much  noise 
is  made,  and  yet  leave  some  spaces  for  hunting 
grounds! 

The  following  brief  notices  are  respectfully  sub- 
mitted to  the  consideration  of  Mr.  Floyd,  by  way  of 
conclusion.  I think  that  he  will  not  hesitate  as  to  the 
general  accuracy  of  them. 

In  1810,*  though  there  were  no  returns  of  the  value 
of  the  boots  and  shoes  made  in  New  York,  New  Hamp- 
shire, Ohio,  Kentucky,  Georgia  and  the  whole  of  the 
territories,  the  value  of  the  leather  made,  and  of 
the  boots  and  shoes  manufactured,  amounted  to 
$16,432,803:  This  was  much  short  of  the  real  amount; 
for  these  things  in  Pennsylvania  alone  were  valued  at 

*The  late  returns  of  the  manufactures  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  are  exceedingly  imperfect,  and  their 
amounts  are  not  added  up;  reference  therefore  is  had  to 
those  of  1810,  which,  though  imperfect,  afford  some 
data  on  which  to  calculate  facts. 
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$3,126,107.  If  we  suppose  that  state  t<5  hare  manu- 
factured one  eighth  of  the  whole  quantity,  the  gross 
amount  would  he  about  $25,000,000.  It  is  perfectly 
safe  to  say  that,  at  the  present  time,  the  materials 
and  labor  employed  in  the  leather  trade,  are  equal  to 
thirty  millions  a year.  The  saddlery  and  harness- 
making business,  dependent  on  the  tanneries,  cannot 
be  valued  at  less  than  three  millions  more — Virginia 


Beef,  tallow,  hides,  horned  cattle  $739,000 

[Deduct  for  tallow  and  hides*  1S9,000]  550,000 

Pork,  bacon,  lard,  hogs  1,291,322 

[Deduct  iardf  “ 60,000]  1,231,3 22 


Sheep  15,029;  wheat  5,663  20,692 

Flour  4,962,373 

Indian  corn  453,622;  do  meal476,867  930,489 

Rye  meal  91,957;  other  grain  89,354  18i,3il 

Biscuit  183,401;  potatoes  37,241  220,642 

Rice  1,820,985 


alone  returning  251,159  dollars  of  value,  in  1810. 

In  the  same  year,  the  value  of  the  hats  made  in 
Pennsylvania  was  given  at  $1,288,245,  which,  proba- 
bly, was  nearly  a perfect  return.  There  were  no  re- 
turns from  several  of  the  states,  and,  from  others,  the 
amounts  were  evidently  short  of  the  real  sums.  The 
annual  value  of  this  manufacture,  at  the  present 
time,  cannot  be  less,  than  twelve  or  thirteen  millions 
of  dollars  a year — say  twelve  millions. 

Now  it  appears  that  the  leather  manufactories  in  the 
United  States  save  more  to  the  country  than  the  whole 
export  of  cotton  and  tobacco  supplies — together 
worth  26,738,192;  and  that  the  manufacture  of  hats, 
in  like  manner,  saves  twice  as  much  as  the  whole  ex- 
port of  tobacco,  ($6,282,672),  produces. 

The  glass  manufactory,  (a  small  item),  is  worth 
more,  as  a saving,  than  the  export  of  rice,  as  a gain. 

It  is  oftentimes  said  that  it  is  the  intention  of  the 


j 9,917,814 

If  the  value  or  actual  cost  of  the  casks  and  other 
packages,  in  which  these  articles  were  exported,  be 
deducted,  (and  they  are,  of  necessity,  included  in  the 
general  value),  the  difference  between  my  rough  es- 
timate and  the  official  value  will  hardly  vary,  either 
way,  in  the  sum  of  100,000  dollars. 

note  B. 

Mr.  Colquhoun , one  of  the  ablest  and  most  correct 
statistical  writers  that  ever  lived,  and  who  had  access 
to  all  the  official  papers  on  the  subjects  considered  by 
him,  informs  us  that  the  consumption  of  grain,  in  Great 
Britain  and  Ireland,  is  annually  as  follows: 

9.170.000  qrs.  wheat  at  70s.  6rf.  $32,324,250 

6.335.000  barley  37  0 11,719,750 

16.950.000  oats  29  0 24,577,500 

636,000  rye  44  10  1,501,291 

1.560.000  beans  & peas  38  10  3,611,500 

The  quarter  of  wheat  is  8 bushels  of  70  lbs.  each — 

, or  560  ibs.  That  of  barley,  oats,  rye  and  peas  and 
| beans  will  average  not  less  than  40  lbs.  per  bushel,  or 
i 320  lbs.  per  quarter. 

Then  the  weight  of  the  bread-stuffs  is  thus  ascer- 
; tained — 

9.170.000  qrs.  wheat  at  56015s.  Its.  5,135,200,000 

25.750.000  barley,  &c.  320  8,249,600,000 


friends  of  the  tariff  to  oppress  the  agriculturalists.  This 
cannot  be,  for  no  man  will  oppress  himself.  There 
are  more  agriculturalists  in  Pennsylvania  only,  who 
cultivate  their  own  fields  by  their  own  hands  or  by 
those  of  their  sons,  than  there  of  such  persons  in 
ALL  the  states  opposed  to  the  tariff  as  a tax  on  agri- 
culture; and,  with  the  exception  of  some  few  mer- 
chants and  shopkeepers,  Pennsylvania  is  unanimous  for 
the  tariff. 

These  things  are  substantially  correct — and  the  ap- 
plication of  them  is^-“as  easy  as  an  old  shoe.” 

iCF’Since  the  preceding  was  written,  I read,  for 
the  first  time,  an  article  in  the  New  York  “Statesman” 
— wherein  the  leather  manufacture  is  estimated  at  thir- 
ty millions,  and  that  of  hats  at  fourteen.  It  seems  to 
shew  something  like  reason  in  a thing,  when  two  per- 
sons, without  concert,  arrive  so  nearly  at  a common 
conclusion.  Leather  and  hats  are  considerable  arti- 
cles of  export  : they  have  been,  undesignedly,  protected, 
and  now  meet  foreign  competition  any  where,  as  our 
ships  and  seamen  do. 

note  A. 

After  the  aggregate  had  been  determined  by  the 
rates  given,  for  the  purpose  of  applying  such  rates  to  ar- 
ticles sent  abroad  and  those  consumed  at  home,  I 
•thought  that,  (just  by  way  of  curiosity),  1 would  as- 
certain how  nearly  my  average  tallied  with  the  esti- 
mated amount  of  value,  as  reported  by  the  secretary 
cf  the  treasury,  which  is  as  follows: — 


lbs.  13,3S4,S00,00O 
The  population,  in  1821,  was  thus  found  by  census — 
Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  including  the  army  and 
navy,  &c.  14,392,631 

Ireland  6,800,000 


Total  21,192,631 

It  is  clearly  understood  that  there  are  several  mil- 
lions of  persons,  in  those  countries,  who  seldom  eat 
bread,  not  even  of  the  coarsest  qualities,  and  others 
only  taste  it  at  extraordinary  times.  I question 
whether  three-fourths  of  the  people  have  as  much 
bread  per  diem,  (1  lb.)  as  I Lave  allowed  for  the  use 
of  the  American  manufacturers  and  their  families — 
but  let  us  suppose  that  the  ichole  have  1 lb.  per  day. 

Then— 13,500  millions  of  lbs.  divided  among  21  mil- 
lions of  persons,  gives  to  each  643  lbs.  or  nearly  two 
pounds  per  day.  They  do  not — cannot,  eat  so  much, 
but  the  supply  of  drinks  and  food  for  horses  consumes 
svhat  the  people  leave.  So  it  appears  that  if  I had  made 
my  estimate  twice  as  high  as  it  is,  I should  not 
have  exceeded  the  average  consumption  of  Great  Bri- 
tain and  Ireland,  though  millions  are  almost  exclu- 
sively fed  on  potatoes  and  other  roots. 

As  to  the  price,  we  have  the  following  results: 
73,734,291  pounds  sterling,  are  equal  to  nearly 
332,000,000  dollars — which,  divided  by  21  millions  of 
persons,  allows  to  each  the  sum  of  sixteen  dollars  a 
year  for  bread-stuffs,  used  for  food,  drinks  and  the 
supply  of  horses,  &c.  Now,  the  value  allowed  by  me 
for  such  support  of  500,000  person^  in  the  United 
States  and  their  horses,  is  $6,859,000,  or  thirteen  dol- 
lars and  a half  each-,  and  again,  if  we  consider  the 
difference  of  condition  between  the  people  of  the 
two  countries,  it  will  also  appear  that  my  estimates 
cannot  be  called  extravagant!! 

*736,337  U)s.  tallow — 42,499  hides;  f6, 067. 071  lbs. 
lard. 
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The  navy.  It  was,  indeed,  with  great  pleasure 
that  I published  the  general  order  of  the  secretary  of 
the  navy  last  week,  forbidding  the  arrest  of  officers  j 
without  the  sanction  of  the  department.  If  such  an  i 
order  had  issued  at  the  close  of  the  war,  it  would 
have  saved  us  several  hundred  thousand  dollars  in 
cash,  and  much  more  than  their  value  in  the  reputa- 
tion of  the  navy — which  has  suffered  exceedingly  by  • 
perpetual  additions  to  the  long  and  loathsome  cata- 
logue of  courts  of  inquiry  and  courts  martial;  for 
though  the  proceedings,  in  certain  cases,  developed 
facts  that  looked  very  unpleasant,  the  cases  in  which 
persons  were  found  guilty  of  the  charges  and  specifi- 
cations laid  against  them  are  very  few.  Perhaps,  not 
one  out  of  ten,  if  one  out  of  twenty.  The  inconve- 
nience and  cost  of  these  courts  is  enormous — the 
late  trial  of  lieutenant  Kennon,  at  Norfolk,  for  exam- 
ple, caused  the  detention  of  commodore  Porter  and 
the  ship  John  Adams,  fully  manned  and  Jilted  for  sea,  for 
about  five  or  six  weeks.  What  was  the  cost  of  that 
court,  and  what  the  resulting  good  of  it? 

The  sentences  in  the  cases  of  capt.  Smith  and  lieut. 
Kennon  are  published  in  the  present  sheet.  As  stated 
in  our  last,  the  affair  of  the  latter  excites  much  inte- 
rest and  feeling,  and  a publication  of  the  proceedings 
of  the  court  is  loudly  called  for — but  it  is  said  that 
thev  will  be  withheld;  not  because  of  the  special  case, 
but  for  the  reason  that,  as  it  is  the  intention  of  the  se- 
cretary of  the  navy  to  man  age  these  matters  differently 
from  what  they  have  been,  a “ stopping  place ” must  be 
made.  It  is  stated  that  lieut.  Kennon  has  ' Turned  the 
tables-’  on  commodore  Porter  and  exhibited  charges 
against  him — but  the  former  has  sailed  in  the  Peacock 
to  join  the  United  States,  (to  which  ship  he  is  attach- 
ed ),  in  the  Pacific,  and  it  is  said  that  the  gallant  com- 
modore will  not  be  arrested:  hence  it  is  rudely  de- 
clared that  “there  is  no  law  for  post  captains.”  But 


tions,  and  fettered  by  under  influence ; while  ten  pound 
lawyers  and  obscure  personages  are,  from  adventi- 
tious circumstances,  thus  pushed  over  the  heads  of 
men  of  claims  and  merit,  wc  must  net  be  surprised 
to  see  discontent  at  home  and  feel  disrespect  abroad.” 
Mr.  Southard  does  not  need  my  pen  to  vindicate  him 
— but  is  it  not  a little  remarkable  that  Messrs.  Gales 
and  Seaton  w'ere  resolved  that  he  should  not  be  ap- 
pointed secretary  of  the  navy,  in  September  last,  as 
may  be  seen  by  a reference  to  the  extracts  which  1 
made  from  the  “National  Intelligencer,”  and  published 
in  this  paper  of  the  20th  of  the  month  just  above  nam- 
ed; and  here  is  Mr.  Noah  abusing  him  for  acts  w hich 
happened  before  he  came  into  the  office?  The  bargain 
between  lieut.  Weaver  and  the  merchants  was  made 
in  Aug.  18-1,  and  the  differences  between  commodore 
Porter  and  lieut  Kennon  had  ripened  before  the  1 7th 
Sept.  1823.  Was  Mr.  Thompson,  his  predecessor,  who 
had  been  chief  justice  of  tne  state  of  New  York,  and 
who  now  is  one  of  the  associate  justices  of  the  su- 
preme court  of  the  United  States,  destitute  of  that 
“weight  of  character”  so  needful — was  he  a “ten 
pound  lawyer  and  obscure  person,”  “pushed  over  the 
heads  of  men  of  claims  and  merit?”  No — nor  is  Mr. 
Southard;  he  is  not  so  old  as  his  predecessor — but  it 
is  presumed  that  he  performs  the  duties  of  his  office 
as  well;  and  he  has  already  established  a reputation 
for  industry  and  care  that  is  honorable  to  himself  and 
useful  to  his  country.  In  a short  time,  I venture  to 
say,  that  responsibility  to,  and  promptitude  and  accu- 
racy in,  the  navy  department,  will  be  as  conspicuous  as 
they  are  in  the  department  of  war:  a similar  system 
being  prosecuted  in  both.  The  navy  commissioners 
have  long  since  performed  their  part  to  produce  and 
secure  regularity  in  building  and  equipping  our  vessels, 
&c.  and  Mr.  Southard  will  soon  bring  about  the  same 
established  uniformity  in  the  other  parts  of  the  service. 


if  the  secretary  had  not  resolved  to  act  on  his  own 
rule,  though  it  may  seem  severe  in  the  present  in- 
stance, it  "was  worse  than  folly  to  have  established  it. 

The  decree  of  the  chancellor  of  New  Y ork,  in  the 
matter  between  lieut.  Weaver  and  certain  merchants, 
also  inserted  in  the  present  sheet,  is  one  of  the 
most  mortifying  things  that  we  have  lately  met  with, 
and  goes  to  corroborate  a belief  too  generally  enter- 
tertained,  that  our  vessels  of  war  have  oftentimes 
beer,  used  for  the  sheer  purposes  of  personal  gain, 
and  especially  so  in  the  Pacific  and  on  the  coast  of 
Mexico.  But  as  it  appears  by  the  New  York  papers 
that  lieut.  Weaver  has  asked  a suspension  of  public 
opinion,  wre  are  not  yet  willing,  (and,  indeed,  always 
shall  be  unwilling),  to  believe  the  facts  to  be  of  that 
mean  and  mercenary  character  that  they  assume  un- 
der the  decree. 

The  editor  of  the  “National  Advocate,”  speaking  of 
the  cases  of  lieutenants  Kennon  and  Weaver,  says — 

“The  above  circumstances  add  to  the  unpleasant 
difficulties  which  grow  out  of  our  present  naval  sys- 
tem. Disputes  about  ranks,  illegal  contracts;  turning 
our  ships  of  war  into  peddling  merchantmen;  subor- 
dinate officers  treated  with  disrespect,  and  their  com- 
plaintscontemptuously  disregarded ; partizan  political 
feelings  introduced  into  our  navy;  officers  shoved  out 
of  the  service  by  tricks  and  intrigue.  These  evils  re- 
sult in  a great  measure  from  the  want  of  a proper  head 
in  the  navy  department. 

“The  secretary  of  navy  should  be  a man  advanced 
in  life,  of  considerable  experience,  of  mild  manners, 
of  persuasive  abilities,  and  above  all,  of  great  xceight 
of  character,  in  order  that  his  advice  may  be  pursued 
and  his  decisions  respected.  Wc  should  say  that  the 
head  of  this  deparment,  should  be  taken  from  the 
most  conspicuous  of  the  great  men  of  our  country 
— one  who  carries  public  opinion  with  him,  and  who 
would  be  de  facto  the  head  of  that  department. 

“While  young  fellows  are  advanced  to  the  high 
places  in  our  country,  trammelled  by  political  obliga- 


Tiie  seven  per  cext.  stocr  is  rapidly  redeeming 
under  the  late  law — purchases  of  it  to  the  amount  of 
$1,887,149  62  have  already  been  made,  on  which  an 
advance  of  69,746  45  was  pain. 

Specie.  The  schooner  Eliza  arrived  at  New  Or- 
leans about  the  1st  of  March,  from  Tampico,  with  up- 
wards of  a million  of  dollars  in  doubloons.  Much  more 
specie  was  expected  at  New  Orleans  from  the  same 
place. 

A chancery  suit!  I have  had  the  curiosity  to  count 
the  names  of  the  persons  given  in  the  list  of  defend- 
ants, in  a suit  now  depending  before  the  supreme  court 
of  chancery  of  Virginia — they  amount  to  about  ninety! 

Presidential  vests!  A large  parcel  of  silk  vest- 
ings have  been  received  at  New  York,  from  France, 
stamped  with  pretty  good  likenesses  of  Washington, 
and  of  the  presidential  candidates,  Adams,  Clay  and 
Jackson. 

Presidential.  New  York — The  Mr.  Livingston, 
about  whom  a certificate  is  published  in  the  Register 
of  the  20th  ultimo,  page  35,  is  not  the  member  of  the 
senate  whp  voted  against  the  electoral  law — he  belongs 
to  the  assembly.  I was  led  into  this  error  by  the  way 
in  which  the  matter  was  published  in  the  New-Yrork 
papers: — but,  while  justice  is  thus  done  to  an  indivi- 
dual, the  mistake  has  no  manner  of  effect  on  the  rest 
of  the  article,  nor  does  it  weaken  its  force;  the  three 
senators  from  the  district  of  New- York,  Suffolk,  See. 
having  clearly  acted  on  their  own  wills  and  in  oppo- 
sition to  the  will  of  the  people. 

Mr.  Clay.  There  appears  to  have  been  some  at- 
tempts to  run  at  Mr.  Clay,  because,  perhaps,  of  his. 
zealous  support  of  domestic  industry,  on  account  of 
bis  peculiar  situation  in  being  named  for  the  piesiden- 
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cy  of  the  United  States.  In  the  late  debate  on  the  im- 
provement bill,  he  encountered  Mr.  Randolph,  who, 
it  seems  by  the  following  extract  from  one  of  Mr. 
Clay’s  speeches,  had  endeavored  to  provoke  him  to 
reply: 

“Sir,  I am  growing  old.  I have  had  some  little  mea- 
sure of  experience  in  public  life,  and  the  result  of  that 
experience  has  brought  me  to  this  conclusion,  that, 
when  business,  of  whatever  nature,  is  to  be  transact- 
ed in  a deliberative  assembly,  or  in  private  life,  cour- 
tesy, forbearance  and  moderation,  are  best  calculat- 
ed to  bring  it  to  a successful  conclusion.  Sir,  my 
age  admonishes  me  to  abstain  from  involving  myself 
:n  personal  difficulties;  would  to  God  that  I could  say, 
1 am  also  restrained  by  higher  motives.  I certainly 
never  sought  any  collision  with  the  gentleman  from 
Virginia.  My  situation  at  this  time  is  peculiar,  if  it 
be  nothing  else,  and  might,  I should  think,  dissuade  at 
least  a generous  heart  from  any  wish  to  draw  me  into 
circumstances  of  personal  altercation.  I have  expe- 
rienced this  magnanimity  from  some  quarters  of  the 
house.  But  I regret  that,  from  others,  it  appears  to 
have  no  such  consideration.  The  gentleman  from 
Virginia  was  pleased  to  say  that,  in  one  point  at  least, 
he  coincided  with  me — in  an  humble  estimate  of  my 
grammatical  and  philological  acquirements.  I know 
my  deficiences.  I was  born  to  no  proud  patrimonial 
estate;  from  my  father  I inherited  only  infancy,  igno- 
Tance,  and  indigence.  I feel  my  defects;  but,  so  far  as 
my  situation  in  early  life  is  concerned,  I may,  without 
presumption,  say  they  are  more  my  misfortune  than 
my  fault.  But,  however  I regret  my  want  of  ability  to 
furnish  to  the  gentleman  a better  specimen  of  powers 
of  verbal  criticism,  I will  venture  to  say,  it  is  not 
greater  than  the  disappointment  of  this  committee,  as 
to  the  strength  of  his  argument.” 

Wool.  Amount  of  wool  imported  in  1823,  with 
the  cost  per  pound  at  the  places  from  which  imported. 


lbs. 

at  cents. 

From  Dutch  West  Indies,  8^c. 

40 

5 

British  East  Indies 

10,595 

7.6 

Turkey,  Levant,  Egypt,  &c. 

690,666 

9.8 

Brazil,  &c. 

2,820 

10.6 

England,  Man  & Berwick 

72,592 

11.8 

Trieste,  &c. 

32,265 

12.6 

Scotland 

7,059 

14.5 

Cape  de  Yerd  Isles 

2,800 

18.9 

Russia 

10,435 

20.0 

Sweden 

171,835 

20.3 

?taly  and  Malta 

24,385 

20.3 

Cuba 

325 

26.1 

Spanish  South  America 

118,123 

26.3 

The  Hanse  Towns,  &c. 

247,081 

26.4 

France 

38,376 

24.4 

British  American  colonies 

5,300 

27.1 

Portugal 

56,235 

33.2 

Spain 

182,416 

49.7 

Amount 

1,673,34S 

Kote — Through  an  error  in  footing,  the 

aggregate 

in  the  printed  document  is  stated  at  1,574,34S,  making 
a difference  of  1000  pounds. 

Cotton.  The  Paris  Journal  d u Commerce , on  the 
24th  December  last,  contained  the  following  impor- 
tant article— It  is  a letter  addressed  tq  the  editor  of 
that  paper: 

“Sir:  It  belongs  to  your  Journal  to  notice  a revolu- 
tion which  is  about  taking  place  in  one  of  the  most 
important  branches  of  our  commerce. 

“Four  years  since  a Frenchman,  named  Jumel, 
conceived  the  idea  of  attempting  the  growing  of  Bra- 
zil cotton  in  Egypt,  and  it  has  completely  succeeded. 
The  pacha  has  ordered  its  growth  to  be  extended  on 
the  largest  scale,  and  has  further  directed  that  this 
new  production  should  in  future  be  called  ‘■Jumel  c ot- 


ton.’  The  second  year  the  crop  amounted  to  100,000 
killograms;  the  third  to  20  times  as  much,  and  there 
are,  at  this  moment,  at  the  lazaretto  of  Marseilles,; 
4000  bags,  (about  600,000  killograms),  for  consump- 
tion. There  is  as  large  a quantity  at  the  lazarettoes 
of  Leghorn  and  Trieste,  and  letters  from  the  most 
respectable  sources,  state  that  the  crops  this  year  will 
exceeed  5,000,000  killograms.  There  will  be  scarcely, 
any  end  to  its  production  as  the  pacha  intends  to  extend  the 
culture  to  the  sources  of  the  Nile. 

“The  quality  of  thi3  cotton,  (classed  with  the  long 
staple),  is  perfect;  and  if  a little  whiter  and  cleaner 
would  entirely  supersede  that  of  Pernambuco  and 
Louisiana.  It  is  probable  that  our  manufacturers 
will  prefer  it,  especially  as  its  great  abundance  will 
make  the  price  very  low.  What  effect  will  this  have 
on  our  commercial  relations  with  the  United  States? 

“I  now  leave  this  important  subject  to  the  conside- 
ration of  your  readers,  manufacturers  and  mer- 
chants.” 

IdpThis  is  a matter  of  great  interest  to  the  cot- 
ton-growers of  the  United  States.  We  need  not  be 
surprised  at  the  rapid  progress  of  the  cultivation  of 
this  plant  in  Egypt,  when  we  recollect  what  has  hap- 
pened in  our  own  country.  In  1789,  it  was  thought 
doubtful  whether  cotton  could  be  advantageously  rais- 
ed in  any  part  of  the  United  States — but,  from  1802  to 
1806,  inclusive,  we  had  an  annual  export  of  forty-two 
millions  of  pounds — in  1817,  eighty-five  millions; 
last  year,  one  hundred  and  twenty-seven  millions. 
In  four  years,  the  cultivation  in  Egypt  has  increased 
from  the  importation  of  the  seed  to  the  product  or 
export  of  nearly  eleven  millions  of  pounds  of  cleaned 
cotton:  and  the  fact  is,  that  country  is  as  well  fitted 
for  the  plant  as  any  other,  and  it  may  be  cultivated 
therein  considerably  cheaper  than  we  can  raise  it: 
the  labor  of  the  people  of  Egypt  being  less  dear 
than  that  of  our  slaves. 

This,  and  other  like  things,  have  long  been  foreseen 
— but  we  have  not  taken  warning  from  them;  and  it 
is,  no  doubt,  a truth,  that  the  American  cotton  planters 
will  have  soon  to  rely  on  the,  at  present, despised  home- 
market  for  prosperity  and  support,  in  cultivating  the 
article.  We  have,  indeed,  already  put  off  the  protec- 
tion of  that  market  so  long,  that  it  will  have  to  en- 
counter a struggle,  (which  ought  to  have  been  avoid- 
ed), before  it  can  arrive  at  the  extent  and  impor- 
tance that  naturally  should  belong  to  it.  But  this  is 
not  the  first  grand  mistake  that  we  have  made  in  poli- 
tical economy,  nor  will  it  be  the  last.  The  duty  of 
three  cents  per  pound  on  cotton,  at  an  early  day,  wilJL 
be,  to  the  growers  of  it,  very  much  like  that  which  is 
levied  on  sugar  is  to  the  planters  of  the  cane.  Let 
those  interested  look  to  it  carefully.  I know  that 
some  prudent  planters  have  began  to  regard  an  excess 
of  production  as  inevitable,  and  are  preparing  to 
meet  it. 

La  Fayette.  From  the  New  York  American.  Our  La 
Fayette  has,  it  seems,  given  fresh  offence  lately  to 
the  ultra-royalists,  which  the  following  translation  will 


Crier—' The  Marquis  de  la  Fayette. 

Mr.  La  Fayette — I beg  to  observe  to  the  court,  that, 
in  the  list  of  witnesses  I am  named  by  a title  which, 
since  the  decree  of  the  constituent  assembly  in  1791, 
(the  decree  abolishing  orders  of  nobility,)  I have  ceas- 
ed to  bear. 

President  of  the  tribunal — Crier,  call  Mr.  La  Fayette. 

This  simple  declaration  has  drawn  down  on  the 
veteran  all  the  wrath  of  the  ultra  presses;  and  he  has 
been  seriously  accused  of  having,  in  making  it,  violat- 
ed the  charter  or  constitution.  This  notable  instru- 
ment, it  seems,  sets  forth  “that  the  ancient  nobility 
resume  their  rights  j,”  and  because  the  soldier  of  liberty 
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refuses  to  be  confounded  in  title  with  the  thousand  > 
little  marquises  about  the  court,  he  is  charged  with  an  | 
offence  against  the  constitution  of  his  country!  ! The 
servile  flatterers  of  power,  whether  wielded  by  the 
self-made  Corsican  or  the  son  of  St.  Louis,  may  well 
rail  at  an  example  of  consistency  which  shames  their 
rapid  and  oft  repeated  tergiversations. 

It  may  be  interesting  to  many  to  add,  that  on  his  ex- 
amination in  giving  in  his  name  and  age,  as  is  usual  in 
French  trials,  gen.  La  Fayette  states  himself  to  be  66 
years  old. 

We  regretted,  at  the  time,  to  observe  in  the  resolu- 
tions passed  by  congress,  that  our  early  friend  was 
mentioned  by  his  title — and  we  see  the  more  reason 
to  regret  it  now,  as  it  will  furnish  an  occasion  for  the 
taunts  of  the  French  press,  as  contrasted  with  the  de- 
claration above  stated. 

Hayti.  It  appears  as  if  some  proceedings  were  going 
on  that  have  for  their  purpose  an  acknowledgment 
of  the  independence  of  Hayti.  by  France;  which  the 
latter  had  better  do,  for  the  sake  of  coming  in  for  a 
share  of  the  trade — the  repossession  of  the  island  be- 
ing a thing  not  to  be  hoped  for.  On  this  subject  the 
“Propagateur  Hayden”  says — 

“Private  letters  confirm  the  intelligence  that  a com- 
mittee has  been  instituted,  with  M.  Laine  at  its  head, 
to  regulate  the  amount  of  indemnities  and  the  treaty 
of  commerce  which  France  may  propose  to  Hayti, 
previously  to  the  recognition  of  the  independence  of 
the  island.  M.  Laine  has  always  shewn  the  most  pa- 
cific and  conciliatory  intentions  in  our  favor.  It  ap- 
pears, then,  that  equitable  and  mild  sentiments  to- 
wards the  republic  of  Hayti,  begin  to  prevail  in  the 
councils  of  H.  M.  Christian  majesty.  It  is  possible 
that  France,  apprised  of  the  resolute  determination  of 
the  Haytien  people  to  repel  all  attacks,  of  their  una- 
nimity, and  the  energy  of  their  chief,  will  rather  ap- 
peal to  negotiation  than  the  sword.  The  acknowledg- 
ment of  our  independence  would  be  a concession  that 
would  place  us  at  once  in  the  rank  of  the  sovereign 
nations  of  the  earth.  That  France  should,  for  this 
benefit,  seek  to  obtain  advantages  in  her  favor,  is 
what  we  are  to  expect.  It  remains  to  be  seen  whether 
her  proposals  will  be  compatible  with  our  interests, 
our  honor  and  our  future  security.  This  is  the  ques- 
tion which  the  wisdom  of  our  political  chief  must  re- 
solve, and  he  will  resolve  it,  doubtless,  suitable  to  our 
glory  and  his.” 

Trade  op  Liverpool.  An  account  of  the  ships 
with  their  tonnage  which  have  sailed  from  Liverpool 
during  the  last  two  years. 

Sailed  from  Liver-  1S22.  1823. 


pool  for 

Ves. 

Tons. 

Ves. 

Tons. 

Africa 

22 

4,879 

28 

7,676 

South  America 

188 

35,365 

196 

3S,098 

British  America 

356 

84,859 

355 

91,793 

U.  States  of  America 

450 

141,153 

470 

149,563 

Europe 

844 

132,629 

874 

137,710 

East  Indies 

12 

5,171 

14 

5,775 

West  Indies 

209 

53,763 

222 

57,723 

New  S.  Wales  and  S. 
Shetland 

1 

582 

3 

441 

Greenland 

3 

772 

2 

435 

Azores  and  Teneriffe 

38 

3,043 

28 

2,665 

2,129 

462,216 

2,102 

491,870 

The  wilderness. 

The  town  of  Richmond,  Wayne 

county,  Indiana,  situated  on  the  east  bank  of  White 
River,  was  laid  out  in  1816.  It  now  contains  453  in- 
habitants, and  has  two  printing  offices,  from  which 
weekly  papers  are  issued.  The  people  appear  to  be 
thrifty  and  prosperous,  healthy  and  peaceable — for 
there  is  only  one  doctor,  and  not  a single  lawyer 
among  them!  It  is  the  plgce  at  which  the  Friends,  or 


» Quakers,  of  Indiana,  hold  their  yearly  meeting — their 
meeting  house  is  100  feet  long,  60  wide,  and  two 
stories  high;  about  5000  persons  attended  the  meeting 
held  in  October  last. 

Mills  and  manufactures  abound  in  the  neighborhood. 

Military  academy.  From  a document  recently 
laid  before  the  house  of  representatives  by  the  secre- 
tary of  war  it  appears,  that  the  number  of  cadets  ad- 
mitted into  the  institution  during  the  year  1823,  was 
97 — the  number  who  completed  the  regular  course  of 
study  and  instruction  within  that  year,  35 — all  of 
whom  received  commissions  in  the  army;  and  that 
the  whole  number  discharged,  or  permitted  to  depart, 
within  that  year,  was  53.  The  number  of  cadets  at 
present  in  the  institution,  is  244. 

Law  case — interesting  to  the  owners  of  had  dogs.  In  an 
action  recently  brought  in  the  district  court  of  Phila- 
delphia, for  damages  against  the  owner  of  a dog,  by 
which  the  plaintiff  was  bitten  in  the  right  leg,  so  badly 
as  to  be  confined  to  the  house  for  five  or  six  weeks,  be- 
sides losing  his  situation  as  a watchman,  the  jury,  after 
being  charged  by  the  president  of  the  court,  gave  a ver- 
dict for  the  plaintiff  of  tico  hundred  and  seventy-five  dol- 
lars damages.  The  president  said — “The  law  is  clear, 
that  if  a man,  who  knows  that  a dog  belonging  to  him 
is  vicious,  and  addicted  to  biting  persons,  neglects  to 
take  proper  and  effectual  precautions  for  restraining 
the  dog  from  running  at  large,  the  owner  is  responsi- 
ble for  any  injury  which  may  arise  to  any  person  from 
the  viciousness  and  ill-temper  of  the  dog.” 


Naval  Court  Martial. 

Navy  department , 22d  March,  1824. 

A general  court  martial,  consisting  of 
Captain  William  Bainbridge,  president, 
Thomas  Macdonough, 

Charles  G.  Ridgely, 

John  D.  Henley, 

Jesse  D.  Elliott, 

M.  com.  George  C.  Read, 

Lieut.  John  Gallagher,  and 

W.  F.  Jones,  esq.  judge  advocate, 
was  held  at  the  United  States  navy  yard,  Gosport, 
Virginia,  on  the  28th  day  of  January,  1824,  and  con- 
tinued, by  adjournment,  until  the  25th  of  February, 
1824. 

Sidney  Smith,  esq.  master  commandant  in  the  navy 
of  the  United  States,  was  tried  by  the  said  court  on 
the  following  charge  and  specification,  viz: 

Charge.  Violation  of  the  23  article  of  the  “act  for 
the  better  government  of  the  navy  of  the  United 
States.” 

Specification.  That  the  aforesaid  Sidney  Smith 
did,  while  in  command  of  the  United  States’  vessel, 
the  Hornet,  some  time  in  the  month  of  September, 
1823,  receive,  or  permit  to  be  received,  on  board  of 
the  said  United  States’  vessel,  the  Hornet,  while 
lying  near  the  harbor  of  La  Vera  Cruz,  certain 
merchandise,  called  cochineal,  not  being  for  the  use 
of  the  vessel  under  his  command,  and  did,  thereafter, 
permit  the  said  cochineal  to  be  transported  in  the 
said  United  States’  vessel,  the  Hornet,  then  under 
his  command,  to  the  port  of  Havana,  in  the  island  of 
Cuba. 

The  finding  and  sentence  of  the  court  were  as  fol- 
lows: 

The  court  do  find,  that  Sidney  Smith,  esq.  a master 
commandant  in  the  navy  of  the  United  States,  is 
guilty  of  the  charge  and  specification  thereof,  exhi- 
bited against  him,  and  that  he  falls  under  the  23d  ar- 
ticle of  the  “act  for  the  better  government  of  the 
navy  of  the  United  States.” 

The  court  do,  therefore,  adjudge  master  command- 
ant Sidney  Smith  to  be  cashiered  and  incapacitated; 


72 


NILES’  REGISTER— APRIL  3,  1824— SUIT  IN  CHANCER!'. 


forever  afterwards,  for  any  place  or  office  in  the 
navy. 

But  the  court,  in  consideration  of  the  long  services 
of  master  commandant  Sidney  Smith,  and  the  pecu- 
liar circumstances  under  which  he  was  induced  to 
violate  the  23d  article  of  the  “act  for  the  better  go-* 
vernment  of  the  navy  of  the  United  States,”  under 
which  he  is  arranged,  do  recommend  him  to  the 
mercy  of  the  president  of  the  United  States. 

•Vary  department , March  5th , 1S24. 

The  sentence  of  the  court  martial,  cashiering  mas- 
ter commandant  Sidney  Smith,  for  a violation  of  the 
23d  article  of  the  “act  for  the  better  government  of 
the  navy,”  has  been  approved  by  the  president  of  the 
United  States. 

The  circumstances,  on  which  this  defence  relies, 
were  not  such  as  to  justify  his  conduct.  The  charac- 
ter of  the  American  naval  officers  must  be  preserved 
free  from  the  reproach  of  violating  the  laws,  and  the 
suspicion  of  those  offences,  which  arise  from  private 
cupidity  and  the  desire  of  gain.  The  sentence  of 
this  court,  and  its  approval  by  the  president  of  the 
United  States,  will,  it  is  believed,  evince  the  necessi- 
ty of  resisting  the  temptation  to  such  offences,  with 
whatever  force  it  may  be  presented;  and  the  presi- 
dent. therefore,  considers  it  proper  to  yield  to  the  re- 
commendation of  the  court,  founded  on  “the  long 
services  of  master  commandant  Sidney  Smith , and  the 
peculiar  circumstances  under  which  he  was  induced 
to  violate”  the  law,  and  restore  him  to  his  rank  and 
station  in  the  navy.  SAMUEL  L.  SOUTHARD. 

Lieutenant  Beverly  Kennon,  of  the  navy  of  the 
United  States,  was  tried  by  the  same  general  court 
martial,  upon  a charge  and  specifications  preferred 
against  him  by  David  Porter , esq.  a captain  in  the  said 
navy. 

The  finding  and  judgment  of  the  court,  in  the  case 
of  lieutenant  Kennon,  were  as  follows: 

The  record  of  the  proceedings  having  been  read, 
and  the  defence  of  the  accused  heard,  the  court  pro- 
ceeded to  deliberate  on  the  evidence  adduced,  as  well 
in  behalf  of  the  prosecution  as  of  the  defence,  and, 
having  duly  and  maturely  considered  the  same,  do 
find  that  the  specifications',  in  support  of  the  charge 
exhibited  against  the  accused,  are  not  proved;  %nd 
they,  therefore,  adjudge  that  the  accused  is  fully  ac- 
quitted of  the  charge  and  the  specifications  thereof, 
alledged  against  him. 

The  sentence  of  the  court  has  been  approved  by 
the  secretary  of  the  navy,  and  lieutenant  Kennon 
ordered  to  resume  his  station  on  board  the  frigate 
United  States,  und,er  the  command  of  captain  Isaac 
Hull. 

Interesting  case  in  Chancery. 

FROM  THE  ALBANY  ARGUS,  MARCH  23. 

A suit  founded  upon  a contract  with  an  officer  of  the 
navy,  and  interesting  to  the  public  as  well  as  the  par- 
lies,  has  recently  received  a determination,  in  the 
court  of  chancery.  The  case  and  the  opinion  of  the 
chancellor  [Sanford]  follow. 

Stephen  Whitney,  Elisha  Tibbits  A 

Gold  Hoyt  and  Henry  L.  Dekoven  ( 

AUsm  f 

William  A.  Weaver.  ; 

The  bill  states  that  the  complainant  is  a lieutenant  in 
the  navy  of  the  United  States;  that,  in  August,  1821, 
the  following  agreement  was  made  between  him  and 
the  defendants,  Whitney,  Tibbits  and  Hoyt,  merchants 
in  the  city  of  New  York. 

“Articles  of  agreement  made  this  24th  day  of  Au- 
gust, 1821,  between  Stephen  Whitnej,  Hoyt  and  Tom 
and  Elisha  Tibbits,  owners  of  the  ship  America,  of  the 
first  part,  and  William  A.  Weaver  of  the  navy,  of  the 
second  part,  witnesseth,  that  whereas  it  has  been  re- 
presented by  the  party  of  the  second  part  to  the  par- 
ties of  the  first  part,  that  commodore  Stewart  in  the 


Franklin  seventy  four,  is  now  about  to  proceed 
in  said  ship  to  the  port  of  Lima  in  the  Pacific  ocean, 
and  that  commodore  Stewart,  being  the  particular 
friend  of  the  party  of  the  second  part,  and  desirous 
of  aiding  him,  would  give  particular  protection  to  a 
ship  and  cargo  in  which  he  might  be  interested, 
to  said  port  of  Lima,  and  for  greater  security  would 
appoint  a place  of  rendezvous  at  St.  Juan  Fernan- 
dez or  elsewhere.  Now,  therefore,  for  and  in  con- 
sideration of  the  said  protection  so  as  aforesaid  to 
be  given  by  eommodore  Stewart  in  the  Franklin,  and 
the  services  of  lieutenant  Weaver,  it  is  agreed  as  fol- 
lows. First.  The  parties  of  the  first  part  agree  to  load 
their  ship  the  America,  with  flour  and  salted  pro- 
visions, and  to  put  her  under  the  command  of  capt. 
Henry  L.  Dekoven,  with  orders  to  sail  and  proceed 
without  delay  to  the  port  of  Lima,  touching  at  such 
place  as  maybe  fixed  on  (say  St.  Juan  Fernandez)  for 
rendezvous  with  the  Franklin,  and  thence  under  her 
protection  and  direction  to  Lima.  It  is  also  under- 
stood and  agreed  that  lieutenant  Weaver  is  to  put  on 
board  said  ship  a quantity  of  stores  belonging  to  the 
Franklin,  on  which  a freight  is  to  be  paid  to  the  con- 
cern, and  to  goffiimself  in  the  ship,  and  for  her  greater 
security  is  to  represent  her  as  a storeship,  hound  to  the 
Pacific  ocean,  with  stores  for  the  navy  of  the  United 
States,  and  himself  as  an  officer  of  the  navy  in  charge 
of  such  stores;  in  consideration  of  all  which  services 
and  protection  so  to  be  afforded,  it  is  agreed  that  the 
said  capt  H.  L.  Dekoven  shall  pay  to.  the  said  party  of 
the  second  part  at  Lima  or  other  near  port,  one  fifth 
part  of  the  nett  profits  of  the  voyage  out,  after  deduct- 
ing the  costs  and  charges  of  the  cargo  including  insu- 
rance and  interest  of  money,  and  fourteen  thousand- 
six  hundred  dollars  freight  of  the  same.  It  is  also 
agreed  that  lieutenant  Weaver  may  put  a private  ad- 
venture on  board,  of  not  exceeding  one  ton  outward, 
and  the  same  amount  home  in  the  ship,  should  she  re- 
turn to  the  United  States  direct. . 

“It  is  further  understood,  that  lieut.  Weaver  and 
commodore  Stewart  are  to  afford  to  captain  Dekoven 
, every  facility  and  protection  in  their  power  in  leaving 
Lima,  whenever  the  ship  may  be  ready  to 
Second.  It  is  further  agreed,  that,  if  it  should  he 
found  impracticable,  or  not  prudent,  in  the  opinion  of 
capt.  Dekoven,  to  enter  the  port  of  Lima,  it  is  under- 
stood and  agreed,  that  the  ship  may  go  to  some  neigh- 
boring port,  either  in  Peru  or  Chili.” 

It  is  then  stated,  that  this  agreement  was  duly 
signedby  the  contracting  parties  named  in  it,  and  was 
witnessed  by  the  defendant  Dekoven;  and  that  the 
following  estimate  of  the  expenses,  included  in  the  sum 
of  fourteen  thousand  six  hundred  dollars,  mentioned 
in  the  agreement,  was  made  by  the  defendants,  and 
furnished  to  the  complainant. 

“ Estimate  of  expenses.'” 

“Outfit  at  New  York,  estimate  7500,  \ is  $3750  00 
“6  mo.  wages  of  crew  at  350  per  month  2100  00 
“Ship  valued  at  $16,000,  6 mo. 

“^outfits— 3, 750=1 9,750  int.  34  per  cent.  691  25 
“Insurance  on  do.  to  cover  pre.  7-§  1620  00 

“Wear  and  tear  of  ship,  sails  and  rigging  2500  00 
“Port  charges,  landing  cargo,  &c.  4000  00 


$14,661  25 

“Casualties  of  the  voyage  at  the  risk  of  the  owners.” 
The  bill  proceeds  to  state  that  the  ship  America 
was  fitted  out  for  the  voyage  to  Lima, -contemplated  in 
the  agreement;  that  the  complainant  placed  himself 
on  board,  and  rendered  his  services  in  pursuance  of 
the  agreement;  that  the  America  was  laden  chiefly, 
but  not  wholly,  with  flour  and  salted  provisions;  that 
an  invoice  of  the  cargo  was  furnished  to  the  com- 
plainant by  the  defendant,  Tibbits,  which  invoice,  did 
not  contain  a true  statement  of  the  cargo,  or  of  the 
prices  paid  for  it,  or  the  premium  paid  for  insurance; 
but  that  the  same  were  intentionally  overcharged,  in 
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order  to  lessen  the  complainant’s  portion  of  the  j 
profits;  that  other  goods  of  great  value,  were  laden 
on  board  of  the  America  by  the  owners  or  some  of 
them,  without  the  knowledge  of  the  complainant,  and 
in  fraud  of  his  rights;  that  these  goods  were  sold  with 
great  profit,  of  which  no  account  has  been  given  to 
the  complainant;  that  Dekoven  was  to  have  one  fifth 
part  of  the  profits  of  the  voyage;  that  the  America 
proceeded  on  the  voyage  to  Lima,  and  arrived  safely 
at  Callao  in  February,  1822;  that  the  flour,  which  was 
the  greater  part  of  the  cargo,  was  sold  by  Dekoven, 
at  the  rate  of  twenty-four  dollars  a barrel;  that,  after 
the  sale  of  the  cargo  and  the  termination  of  the  voy- 
age from  New-York  to  Lima,  the  complainant  de- 
manded payment  of  the  one  fifth  of  the  nett  profits, 
according  to  the  agreement;  that  Dekoven  then  fur- 
nished an  account  of  the  cargo,  costs  and  sales,  in 
which  account,  the  complainant  insists  there  are 
many  unjust  charges,  a copy  of  the  account  being 
annexed  to  the  bill;  that  Dexoven  would  not  pay  to 
the  complainant  at  Lima,  more  than  one  fifth  of  the 
profits,  according  to  the  account  so  rendered;  that 
the  complainant  was  compelled  to  receive  on  account, 
at  that  time,  such  sum  as  Dekoven  chose  to  allow: 
that  the  complainant  has  received,  on  account  of  the 
nett  profits,  only  the  sum  of  twelve  thousand  three 
hundred  and  sixty-six  dollars  and  six  cents,  whereas, 
he  insists,  that  he  is  entitled  to  receive  a much  larger 
sum.  . 

Other  transactions  are  stated,  which  the  complain- 
ant charges  to  have  been  frauds  upon  his  rights,  un- 
der the  agreement.  He  claims  one  fifth  of  the  nett 
profits  arising  from  all  goods  whatever,  laden  on 
board  : the  America,  carried  to  Lima,  and  there 
sold.  He  prays  that  an  account  of  the  transactions 
state  i ::  the  bill,  may  be  taken,  in  order  to  ascertain 
the  ■ i noimt  of  his  fifth  part  of  the  profits,  according 
to  ii.  - intention  of  the  agreement;  and  that  the  de- 
fendants may  be  compelled  to  pay  the  balance 
which  may  remain  due  him. 

The  defendants  demur  generally,  to  the  bill. 

The  cause  was  argued  by  Mr.  Griffin  for  the  de- 
fendants, and  Mr.  Emmet  and  Mr.  Van  Wyckfor  the 
complainant. 

The  chancellor.  This  contract  is  clear  and  explicit. 
An  oificer  of  the  navy  of  the  United  States,  agrees 
with  the  owners  of  the  ship  America,  and  a cargo, 
about  to  proceed  from  New-York  to  Lima,  that  the 
Franklin,  a ship  of  the  navy,  of  seventy-four  guns, 
also  about  to  proceed  to  Lima,  shall  give  special  pro- 
tection to  the  America  and  her  cargo;  and  that  he, 
the  officer,  shall  go  in  the  America,  and  shall  repre- 
sent her  as  a store  ship,  bound  to  the  Pacific  ocean, 
with  stores  for  the  navy  of  the  United  States,  and  him- 
self as  an  officer  of  the  navy  in  charge  of  such  stores. 
In  return  for  this  protection  and  his  service,  the 
owners  of  the  America  and  cargo,  agree  to  pay  to 
this  officer  one  fifth  part  of  the  profits  which  may 
arise  from  the  outward  voyage  of  the  America  and 
her  cargo. 

The  questi  on  before  me  is,  whether  this  contract 
is  legal  or  not. 

In  support  of  this  contract,  it  is  urged,  that  the  ser- 
vices here  stipulated  to  be  performed  by  officers  of 
i he  navy,  were  acts  of  duty  on  their  part,  which 
they  would  have  been  bound  to  perform  if  no  con- 
tract had  been  made;  and  that  the  compensation 
here  promised  for  those  services,  ivas  merely  a pri- 
vate addition  to  their  public  emoluments,  which  could 
not  divert  them  from  their  public  duty,  and  would 
operate  only  as  an  additional  incentive  to  its  perform- 
ance. For  the  sake  of  argument,  let  it  be  admitted, 
that  every  thing  here  stipulated  by  Weaver,  was 
within  the  scope  of  public  duty;  and  the  question  will 
then  be,  whether  an  officer  of  the  navy  may  bargain 
for  a private  reward  for  the  discharge  of  a public 
duty.  If  Weaver,  or  other  officers  of  the  navy,  were 


bound  to  do  the  acts  in  question,  they  were  bound  to 
perform  them  as  portions  of  the  public  service,  as 
acts  of  public  duty  pertaining  to  their  official  stations. 
The  rewards  of  these  officers  are  established  by  law; 
their  services  are  to  he  performed  for  those  legal  re- 
wards; and  other  private  rewards  for  acts  which  arc 
required  from  them  as  public  duties, by  the  laws  of 
their  country,  and  the  obligations  of  their  stations, 
must  be  regarded  as  corrupt  and  illegal  exaction?. 
The  idea  that  an  officer,  employed  by  the  public  for 
the  performance  of  a public  trust,  and  paid  by  his 
country  for  his  services,  may  take  additional  and 
private  compensations  for  the  discharge  of  his  official 
duties,  is  wholly  inadmissible.  A distinction  be- 
tween bribes  for  doing  a duty,  and  bribes  for  violat- 
ing a duty,  may  exist  in  casuistry;  and  a bribe,  which 
has  produced  a violation  of  duty,  may,  when  viewed 
in  connexion  with  its  effect,  be  more  criminal  than 
a bribe  not  followed  by  such  a result.  But  the  idea 
now  suggested,  that  bribes  for  doing  a duty  are  law- 
ful, is  a conception  which  never  yet  found  a place  in 
any  code  of  law,  or  in  any  system  of  morals.  Y ain  is 
the  suggestion,  that  private  rewards  like  these,  are 
innocent  incentives  to  duty.  That  he  who  must  be 
corruptly  brought  to  do  his  duty,  will  perform  any 
duty  with  fidelity,  is  an  idle  supposition.  The  neces- 
sary tendency  of  such  rewards  is  to  debauch;  and 
the  faithful  discharge  of  a public  trust  cannot  be  ex- 
pected from  him  who  will  accept  a bribe  to  do  his 
duty.  The  distinction  between  bribes  to  obtain  the 
discharge  of  a duty,  and  bribes  for  other  objects,  is 
far  too  subtile  and  fallacious  for  practice;  a restraint 
too  feeble,  either  for  the  suborner  or  for  the  officer 
accepting  a bribe;  a barrier  too  slight  to  secure 
fidelity  and  integrity  in  the  discharged  public  trusts. 

If  these  different  causes  of  bribery  involve  different 
degrees  of  moral  guilt,  both  are  still  crimes*  and  the 
sophistical  pretence  now  advanced,  that  an  act, 
criminal  in  itself,  becomes  lawful,  when  the  inten- 
tion cf  the  parties  committing  the  offence,  is  to  pro- 
mote the  due  peformance  of  the  public  service,  must 
be  rejected.  The  argument  that  private  compensa- 
tion might  be  justifiably  received  for  the  protection 
and  the  services  stipulated  by  this  contract,  because 
these  objects  were  matters  of  public  duty,  is  in  itself 
unsound,  subversive  of  the  clearest  principles  of  law 
and  morals,  and  inconsistent  with  the  pure  adminis- 
tration of  public  trusts.  If  the  services  engaged  by 
this  contract,  were  within  the  scope  of  public  duty, 
they  were  to  be  performed  as  a public  duty,  which 
could  not  be  bought  or  sold  for  private  gain. 

If  this  contract  stipulates  the  officers  named  should 
do  something  not  their  public  duty,  it  is  still  more 
plainly  corrupt,  as  involving  both  a violation  of  duty, 
and  a pecuniary  reward  for  such  an  act. 

Whether,  therefore,  the  protection  to  be  given  by 
the  ship  Franklin,  and  the  services  to  be  performed  by 
Weaver,  were  acts  of  duty  on  the  part  of  those  who 
were  to  perform  them,  or  acts  transgressing  their  pub- 
lic duty,  the  agreement  is  in  either  view  corrupt  and 
illicit;  and  either  degree  of  turpitude,  vitiates  the  con- 
tract. 

But  it  is  evident,  that  the  object  of  this,  contract 
was  not  merely  to  engage  officers  of  the  navy  to  do 
their  duty.  For  such  a purpose,  no  contract  was  ne- 
cessary. The  object  here  was  to  obtain  advantages 
which  could  not  be  obtained,  or  were  not  expected, 
without  this  contract.  The  special  protection- of  the 
ship  Franklin,  and  the  representation  that  the  Ame- 
rica was  a store  ship,  bound  to  the  Pacific  ocean,  with 
stores  for  the  navy  of  this  country,  and  that  "Weaver 
was  an  officer  of  the  navy  in  charge  of  such  stores, 
were  the  objects  for  which  a price  was  to  be  paid ; and 
these  objects  were  not  matters  of  duty.  The  particu- 
lar protection  which  the  ship  Franklin  was  to  afford  to 
a ship  and  cargo,  in  which  the  particular  friend  of 
the  commander  of  the  Franklin  should  be  interested, 
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cannot  be  viewed  as  a legitimate  duty;  and  the  con- 
trivance, by  which  the  America  was  to  be  represented 
as  a store  ship  of  the  United  States,  was  a fraudulent 
disguise.  Acts  like  these,  were  not  acts  of  public 
duty;  nor  did  these  merchants  agree  with  Weaver,  that 
they  should  pay,  or  that  he  should  receive,  a large 
portion  of  the  profits  of  their  adventure  to  Lima,  as  a 
compensation  for  the  discharge  of  any  public  duty. 
The  objects  of  this  contract  were  wholly  foreign  to 
any  such  duty. 

The  America  was  not  a store  ship  of  the  United 
States,  and  the  expedient  of  sending  some  stores  of 
the  navy  in  that  ship,  was  evidently  adopted  to  con- 
ceal a falsehood,  under  some  color  of  truth,  and  to 
give  to  the  America  and  her  cargo,  the  guise  of  pub- 
lic property  of  the  United  States.  This  contrivance 
was  a fraud  upon  the  United  States,  their  public  ser- 
vice and  their  sovereignty;  a fraud  upon  the  rights  of 
other  nations ; and  a fraud  in  all  respects.  The  con- 
tract exhibits  this  artifice  in  its  naked  character  of 
fraud. 

I inquire  not  what  was  in  fact  done,  by  the  ship 
Franklin  or  her  officers,  in  pursuance  of  this  contract. 
What  was  done  or  omitted,  after  this  contract  was 
made,  is  of  no  moment  in  deciding  upon  its  legality. 
The  special  protection  intended,  may  have  been  gi- 
ven to  the  America  and  her  cargo,  and  every  public 
duty  of  the  commander  of  the  Franklin  may  have  been 
also  discharged.  But  it  is  manifest  that,  while  the 
ship  Franklin  should  be  engaged  in  giving  special  pro- 
tection to  the  America  and  cargo,  other  protection  to 
other  vessels  and  other  commerce,  might  be  'withheld, 
and  other  services  might  be  neglected.  The  obvious 
sense  of  the  contract  is,  that  the  protection  to  be 
given  should  be  special  and  unusual;  and,  without 
some  reason  better  than  those  which  appear  in  this 
contract,  such  extraordinary  protection  could  not  be 
an  act  of  duty.  The  protection  to  be  given,  was  pro- 
tection to  the  voyage  of  the  America;  that  ship  was  to 
be  represented  as  in  the  service  of  the  United  States; 
and  thus,  the  force  of  the  Franklin  was  engaged  to  be 
used,  not  merely  for  such  protection  to  private  com- 
merce as  might  be  legitimate,  but  also,  as  it  seems,  for 
the  purpose  of  enforcing  a fradulent  usurpation  of  the 
rights  of  a public  vessel  of  the  United  States. 

The  service  upon  which  the  Franklin  was  about  to 
proceed  to  the  Pacific  ocean,  and  the  instructions  of 
the  government  concerning  the  employment  of  that 
ship,  do  not  appear;  but  whatever  may  have  been  the 
objects  of  the  government  in  that  expedition,  it  must 
be  supposed  that  the  commander  of  the  Franklin  had 
much  latitude  of  discretion  in  respect  to  his  voyage, 
and  the  employment  of  the  force  entrusted  to  his  di- 
rection. In  all  naval  service,  the  commanding  officer 
of  a distinct  force,  lias,  and  must  have,  a wide  extent 
of  mere  discretion,  in  the  choice  of  his  operations  and 
in  the  employment  of  his  force.  Such  a discretion 
should  never  be  subject  to  the  influence  of  motives  of 
private  gain.  That'the  force  of  the  nation  should  be 
employed  by  public  officers  for  their  private  profit;  that 
they  should  make  bargains  to  employ  that  force  for 
their  own  benefit;  and  that  they,  who  receive  the  hor 
nors  and  rewards  of  their  country,  for  performing  a 
branch  of  its  service,  should  reap  the  fruits  of  such 
contracts,  would  be  prostitutions  of  all  duty,  law  and 
public  principles.  The  national  force  belongs  to  the 
nation  itself,  to  be  employed  by  the  government  under 
the  laws  for  the  public  objects;  the  emoluments  of  all 
who  wield  that  force  or  direct  its  use,  are  established 
bylaw;  and  all  private  compensations  for  the  use  of 
that  force,  are  corrupt  and  illicit. 

The  duties  of  officers  of  the  navy  are,  in  many  cases, 
defined  by  law;  in  others,  they  depend  upon  the  in- 
structions of  their  executive  superiors;  and  where  re- 
gulations have  been  established  by  law,  they  must 
prevail.  The  22nd  article  of  the  regulations  establish- 
ed by  law,  for  the  government  of  the  navy,  provides, 


that  “the  officers  and  privates  of  every  ship  or  vessel, 
appointed  as  convoy  to  merchant  or  other  vessels, 
shall,  diligently  and  faithfully  discharge  the  duties 
of  their  appointment,  nor  shall  they  demand  or  exact, 
any  compensation  for  their  services,  nor  maltreat  any 
of  the  officers  or  crews  of  such  merchant,  or  other 
vessels,  on  pain  of  making  reparation,  as  a court  of 
admiralty  may  award,  and  of  suffering  such  further 
punishment  as  a court  martial  shall  adjudge.”  This 
regulation  declares  the  great  principle,  that , compen- 
sation shall  not  be  exacted  by  officers  of  the  navy 
for  their  services.  It  relates  to  cases  of  convoy,  its 
object  being  to  authorize  summary  redress  and  sum- 
mary punishment  for  exactions  in  those  cases;  but 
the  principles  concerning  compensations  is  applica- 
ble to  all  the  services  of  those  officers.  The  laws  of 
the  union,  determining  the  emoluments  of  officers  of 
the  navy,  exclude  all  other  compensation;  not  ex- 
pressly but  by  necessary  consequence.  When  the 
emoluments  of  public  officers  are  stated  and  determin- 
ed by  law,  and  paid  in  a manner  prescribed  by  law, 
the  rewards  of  those  officers  for  all  their  services,  are 
the  rewards  thus  given  by  their  country.  All  other 
compensations,  director  indirect,  are  illegal,  not  only 
as  corrupt,  but  also,  as  transgressing  both  the  legal 
amount  and  the  legal  manner  of  compensation.  The 
laws  which  define  and  limit  the  emoluments  of  those 
officers,  virtually  prohibit  all  other  compensation  for 
their  official  services;  and  any  rewards  beyond  those 
prescribed,  are  illegal. 

The  United  States  have,  in  some  cases,  adopted 
the  principle  of  stimulating  their  officers  to  duty  and 
activity,  by  rewards  proportioned  to  the  success 
of  official  exertions.  The  shares  of  penalties  and 
forfeitures,  given  to  officers  of  their  revenue,  and  the 
portions  of  prizes,  allotted  to  officers  and  seamen  of 
the  navy,  are  provisions  of  this  character.  But  all 
these  are  legal  regulations;  and  whatever  may  be  the 
services  of  any  of  those  officers,  all  their  rewards,  or- 
dinary and  extraordinary,  are  given  and  limited  by 
law. 

Whether,  therefore,  I regard  the  corruption  of  a 
practice  which  should  permit  officers  of  the  navy  to 
employ  the  national  force  for  their  private  profit,  or 
consider  the  laws  establishing  and  limiting  the  emolu- 
ments of  those  officers,  I find  the  strongest  reasons  to 
decide,  that  all  private  compensations  are  illegal. 

This  is,  in  substance,  a contract  for  a bribe  to  a pub- 
lic officer.  It  is  unnecessary  to  examine  the  turpitude 
of  this  transaction,  in  comparison  with  bribes  to  ma- 
gistrates, or  other  agents  of  the  public,  or  to  graduate 
the  guilt  of  different  cases  of  the  same  crime.  All 
such  bribes  and  all  such  contracts  are  illegal.  The 
motives  of  such  contracts  must  always  be  corrupt;  or, 
if  such  a case  can  exist  without  the  guilt  of  corrup- 
tion, the  direct  tendency  of  all  such  transactions  to 
corruption,  renders  it  necessary  that  they  should  be 
universally  unlawful. 

It  is  unnecessary  to  cite  authorities  to  show  that  il- 
legal contracts  are  not  enforced  by  the  courts  of  the 
country  whose  laws  they  violate  or  evade.  This 
principle  is  fully  established  in  our  law;  and  is,  in- 
deed, fundamental  in  every  code.  A system  of  laws 
destitute  of  such  a principle  would  be  inconsistent 
with  itself;  and  the  regulations  of  society  would  be 
easily  frustrated,  if  men  were  at  liberty  to  contravene 
them  by  compact,  and  to  claim  the  faith  of  contracts, 
as  a sufficient  reason  for  violating  the  laws  of  their 
country. 

In  all  cases  of  this  nature,  were  a contract,  not  pro- 
hibited in  express  terms,  is  impeached  as,  in  effect, 
violating  the  principles  and  policy  of  express  laws,  an 
examination  of  the  policy  of  the  laws,  and  of  the  ope- 
ration and  tendency  of  the  contract,  becomes  neces-r 
sary.  I have  thus  examined  this  contract  and  the 
principles  applicable  to  it.  The  present  case  is,  Ih  its 
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circumstances,  without  a precedent,  and  I rejoice  in 
the  want  of  any  preceding  case  like  this,  as  I regret 
that  this  has  occurred.  The  absence  of  a precedent 
is  not  a want  of  principles;  and  those  which  must  go- 
vern this  case,  are  clear  and  undoubted.  My  duty  is 
to  pronounce  that  the  strain  of  this  transaction  rests 
not  on  the  laws  of  this  country.  This  contract  being 
illegal,  its  execution  cannot  be  enforced;  and  the  suit 
is  dismissed,  with  costs. 


Commerce  of  Havana. 

The  importance  of  our  trade  with  the  island  of  Cuba 
has  oftentimes  been  referred  to  in  this  work:  the 
following,  which  shews  the  commerce  of  the  prin- 
cipal port,  is  inserted  in  extenso , to  verify  the  gene- 
ral facts. 

Statement  of  the  tonnage , Spanish  and  foreign,  which  has 
entered  the  port  of  Havana,  from  the  1st  January  to  31  st 
December  1823,  inclusive. 

UNITED  STATES.  TONNAGE. 


N.  AND  S.  OF  EUROPE. 


PORTS. 

Hamburg. 

Bremen. 

Danish.  I 

Other  natioi 

Hamburg 

3,168 

20 

1,969 

629 

Bremen 

00 

3,225 

00 

625 

Leghorn 

00 

00 

00 

155 

Sicily 

00 

00 

00 

836 

3,168 

3,225 

1,969 

2,245 

GULPII  OF  MEXICO. 

TONNAGE. 

PORTS. 

i Vera  Cruz 
1 Campeachy 
Tampico 
Sisal 

Other  ports 


Other 

PORTS. 

American 

i.  Spanish. 

nations. 

Total. 

New  Orleans 

8,182 

1,953 

64 

10,199 

Florida 

1,866$ 

225$ 

00 

2,0924  | 

Savannah 

1,227 

00 

00 

1,227  : 

Charleston 

7,3274 

150 

272 

7,749*  1 

North  Carolina 

2,836$ 

00 

00 

2,836$  i 

Norfolk 

4174 

100 

00 

517*] 

Baltimore 

5,223 

1,434 

00 

6,657'! 

Philadelphia 

4,876$ 

60 

00 

4,936$ 

New  York 

8,516 

00 

00 

8,516 

New  Haven 

240 

00 

00 

240 

New  London 

1,884 

00 

00 

1,884 

Warren,  R.  I. 

9024 

00 

00 

9024 

New  Port,  R.  I. 

1,662 

00 

00 

1,662 

Bristol,  R.  I. 

2,464 

00 

00 

2,464  [ 

Providence,  R.  I. 

3,537$ 

00 

00 

3,537$  i 

Boston 

10,934 

00 

oo 

10,934  | 

Salem 

2,102$ 

00 

00 

231024| 

Newburyport 

265 

00 

00 

265 

Portsmouth,  N.  H. 

1,540 

00 

00 

1,540 

Portland 

11,619$ 

00 

00 

11,619$ 

Bath 

2,5844 

00 

00 

2,5844 

Wiscasset 

149 

00 

00 

149 

Castine 

1,022* 

00 

00 

1,022* 

Other  ports 

1,449 

00 

00 

1,449' 

12,828$ 

3,862$ 

336 

87,087 

GREAT  BRITAIN. 

TONNAGE. 

Other 

PORTS. 

British. 

American. 

nations. 

Total. 

London 

1,572 

735 

00 

2,307 

Liverpool 

5,510$ 

2,755 

00 

8,265$ 

Hull 

160 

00 

00 

160 

Other  ports 

668 

00 

00 

668 

7,910$  3,490 

00 

11,400$ 

NETHERLANDS. 

TONNAGE. 

PORTS.  Dutch 

. American.  Other  nations.  Total. 

Rotterdam  164 

244 

00 

408 

Amsterdam  1007 

00 

00 

1007 

Antwerp  440 

423 

00 

863 

Ostend  392 

00 

00 

392 

2003 

667 

00 

2670 

Spanish.  American 
3,484 
1,728 
7844 
3,234 
977 


i.  Total 

5,76t. 

3,850' 

155 

836 

10,607 


Other 

British,  nations.  Total. 


273 

1,125 

266$ 

5,1484 

258$ 

202 

201 

2,389$ 

711 

00 

00 

1,4954 

240 

00 

00 

3,474 

248 

480$ 

64 

1,769$ 

10,2074 

W.  INDIES  & CANARIES. 


St.  Domingo 
Jamaica 
Porto  Rico 


,7304  1,807$  5314  14,277 


TONNAGE. 

Other 


Curacoa 
Isle  of  Mi 
Canaries 
Bahamas 


Spanish. 

American,  British. 

nations. 

Total. 

00 

3834  171 

00 

5544 

00 

1,084  3,4284 

00 

4,5124 

340 

450  00 

211  ' 

1,001 

1,607 

1,377  218 

289* 

3,4914 

00 

1,335  290 

157 

1,782 

00 

144  00 

00 

144 

00 

166  00 

222 

388 

00 

00  00 

180 

180 

274 

00  00 

332 

606 

00 

2314  335 

00 

5664 

2,221 

5,171  4,4424  1,3914  1 

i.3,226 

SOUTH  AMERICA. 
PORTS. 

Buenos  Ayres 
Montevideo 


TONNAGE 

Other 


American. 

157 

3,284 

00 

2054 


British. 

197 

563 

00 

00 


nations. 

464 

420 

1734 

61 


tonnage. 


PORTS. 

French. 

American. 

Other  nati 

Havre 

780 

1,386 

2134 

Bordeaux 

1,081 

1,5564 

120 

Marseilles 

. 200 

1,703$ 

611 

Dunkirk 

00 

00 

160 

2,061 

4,655$ 

1,1044 

. Total. 

2,3794 

2,766* 

2,514$ 

160 


7j820$ 


3,7464  760  1,1184 


Total. 

818 

4,267 

1734 

366| 

5,625 


SPAIN. 

PORTS. 

Bilboa 

Corunna 

St.  Andero 

Ferrol 

Vigo 

C adiz 

Malaga 

Tarragona 

Barcelona 

Gibraltar 

Villa  Neuva 


Spanish. 

300 

1,554 

2,096 

430 

93 

4.339 

1,585 

241 

3,231 

330 

00 

14,199 


American. 

00 

00 

00 

00 

00 

1,571 

00 

00 

15S 

1,650 

00 

3,379 


British. 

00 

00 

00 

00 

00 

00 

00 

00 

00 

588 

170 

758 


Total . 

300 
1,554 
2,096 
430 
93 
5,910 
1,585 
241 
3,380 
2,568 
170 

18,336 

Recapitulation.  There  entered  in  this  port  dur- 
ing the  year — 274  Spanish  merchantmen — 708  Ame- 
can — 96*  English — 19  Dutch — 18  French — 16  Ham- 
burg— 15  Danish — 15  Bremen — 1 Swedish — 1 Hano- 
verian— 1 Oldenburg  and  1 Lubeck.  61  Spanish  ves- 
sels of  war — 53  American — 34  English  and  1 French, 
which  makes  a total  of  1,317  vessels. 

Carlos  Behnke,  interpreter  of  the  Consulado. 

Havana,  1st  of  January,  1824. 

IQ** We  add  the  following  recapitulation  to  shew 
the  amount  of  the  tonnage  of  merchant  vessels  which 
entered — 


From  the  United  States 
British  ports 
Dutch 
French 

Hamburg  and  Bremen 
Leghorn  and  Sicily 


American. 

Total. 

82,829$ 

87,087 

3,490 

11,400$ 

667 

2,670 

4,655$ 

7,820 

9,616 

991 

7G 
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Gulf  of  Mexico 

1,730* 

14,277 

West  Indies  and  Canaries 

5,171 

13,226 

South  America 

3,7464 

5,625 

Spain 

3,379 

IS, 336 

105,667 

171,048* 

Congressional  Reports. 

TN  THE  HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES,  MARCH  19,  1824. 
Report  of  the  committee  on  agriculture,  upon  the  sub- 
ject of  increasing  the  duties  upon  articles  of  fo- 
reign growth  or  manufacture. 

The  committee  on  agriculture,  to  whom  was  refer- 
red the  resolution  of  the  house  of  representatives,  in- 
structing them  to  inquire  if  an  increase  of  the  duty 
now  established  by  law,  on  any  article  of  foreign 
orowth  or  manufacture,  will  be  for  the  interest  of  the 
agriculturist,  and  if  there  be  any  such  article,  to  name 
the  same,  together  with  the  additional  amount  of  the 
duty  which  they  deem  beneficial  to  the  agricultural 
interest,  respectfully  submit  the  following  report: 

That,  in  the  apprehension  of  your  committee  , what- 
ever increases  the  consumption  of  its  products,  whe- 
ther at  home  or  abroad,  necessarily  advances  the  in- 
terest of  agriculture.  He  who  cultivates  the  soil, 
looks  beyond  the  supply  of  his  own  wants  for  the  pro- 
fits of  his  labor.  He  looks  to  a market  for  the  sur- 
plus products  of  his  industry.  The  home  market,  in  the 
opinion  of  the  committee,  is  at  all  times  to  be  prefer- 
red to  the  foreign  market,  when  the  reward  of  agri- 
cultural pursuits  is  equal — the  former  is  less  preca- 
rious than  the  latter ; it  is,  also,  more  permanent  and 
certain,  and  above  the  reach  of  restraining  and  pro- 
hibitory duties  cf  foreign  hostility : and, when  the  home 
market  can  he  increased  in  its  demands,  without  di- 
minishing in  a greater  degree  the  foreign  consumption, 
it  would  "seem  wise  and  prudent  to  promote  its  exten- 
sion by  every  rational  means  within  the  sphere  of  le- 
gislation. 

Your  committee  consider  the  increase  of  duties  on 
many  foreign  articles  now  imported  into  the  United 
States,  would  promote  the  agricultural  prosperity  of 
the  nation.  A portion  of  population  engaged  in  ma- 
nufactures, would  necessarily  depend  on  the  farmer 
for  subsistence,  and  create  a more  perfect  and  profi- 
table division  of  labor  than  noio  exists.  A new  market 
would  be  opened,  and  a new  demand  created,  for  all 
the  raw  materials  which  new  manufactures  would 
consume.  It  cannot  be  denied,  that,  if  all  the  manu- 
factured articles  now  consumed  by  the  people  of  the 
United  States,  were  manufactured  within  the  bounds 
of  our  country,  from  the  raw  material  furnished  by 
ourselves,  the  value  of  our  lands  would  be  increased, 
and  the  profits  of  agricultural  labor  considerably  aug- 
mented. Demand  and  consumption  would  be  direct- 
ly extended — a great  extent  of  soil,  now  devoted  to 
the  growing  of  products  that  afford  no  sufficient  sti- 
mulus to  cultivation.  The  soil  and  climate  of  the 
United  States  are  capable  of  producing  the  various 
articles  necessary  for  such  manufacturing  establish- 
ments as  will  most  naturally  flourish  in  this  country, 
and  of  such  as  would  inevitably  be  consumed,  provid- 
ed manufacturing  labor  should  be  extended.  By  a 
comprehensive  and  rigorous  system  of  policy,  calcu- 
lated to  unfold  our  agricultural  resources,  a spirit  of 
emulation  and  industry  would  be  diffused  over  the 
land:  a vast  and  active  system  of  internal  exchange 
"would  rise  up;  the  expense  of  transportation  in  heavy- 
articles  would  be,  in  a great  measure,  saved;  and,  in 
fact,  that  which  should  be  ardently  wished  for,  in 
every  agricultural  country,  a home  market,  would  ap- 
pear; this,  too,  w-ould  prove  a market  at  once  various, 
in  point  of  demand,  but  sure,  steady,  and  unchang- 
ing. The  policy,  the  caprice,  the  selfishness,  and  the 
hostility  of  other  nations  could  not  effect  it.  On  this 
voint,  therefore,  the  committee  cannot  entertain  any 


doubt.  The  extension  of  domestic  manufactures,  de- 
pending on  the  production  of  such  raw  materials  a& 
can  be  found  in  this  country,  must  increase  the  de- 
mand and  consumption  of  those  materials,  and  of 
course  secure  a new  and  ready  market. 

As  to  the  articles  of  foreign  growth,  to  which  an  in- 
crease of  duty  should  apply,  in  order  to  promote  the 
prosperity  cf  our  agriculture,  the  committee  need 
only  remark,  that,  if  the  principles  which  they  ad- 
vance be  sound,  the  duty  should  embrace  eveyy  raw 
material  found  or  procured  with  ease  and  cheapness, 
and  in  abundance  in  the  United  States.  The  com- 
mittee have  confined  themselves  to  the  home  market, 
in  the  brief  view  which  they  have  presented.  The 
question  how  far  the  increase  of  this  home  market, 
by  an  increase  of  duty  on  foreign  articles,  would  ef- 
fect the  demand  of  our  agricultural  products  abroad, 
leads  to  a new  train  of  considerations.  The  first  in- 
quiry which  naturally  occurs  on  this  point  is,  what  are 
the  inducements  with  foreign  nations  to  purchase  the 
productions  of  our  soil?  what  their  motives?  what  the 
moving  causes  of  the  market  which  they  extend? 

Is  their  policy  founded-  on  favor,  reciprocity,  self-in- 
terest or  necessity?  On  this  subject,  there  is  little, 
ground  for  difference  of  opinion.  Foreign  nations 
act  not  for  us,  but  for  themselves.  Favor,  and  even 
reciprocity,  form  no  basis  for  their  measures  towards 
us  beyond  the  compass  of  bare  expediency.  They 
will  consume  our  raw  materials  when  they  cannot  do 
better;  when  they  can,  they  will  not  consume  them. 
When  the  consumption  of  our  agricultural  products 
comes  in  contact  with  any  principle  of  political  eco- 
nomy, applicable  to  their  own  condition,  a hostile 
tariff  meets  us  at  their  shores.  Hence,  the  foreign 
market,  for  the  fruits  of  our  soil,  depends  but  little 
on  the  sale  which  foreign  manufactures  find  in  this 
country:  and  whether  we  purchase  more  or  less, 
foreign  nations  will  graduate  their  policy  towards  us, 
by  a standard  independent  of  any  general  system  of 
duties  which  we  may  adopt;  at  least,  so  it  appears  to 
your  committee. 

Flow  long  would  Great  Britain  purchase  our  cotton 
if  her  own  colonies  could  supply  her  demands?  Flow 
many  nations  would  consume  any  article  that  is  cul- 
tivated by  the  American  agriculturalist,  if  they  could 
find  their  demand  supplied  on  better  and  more  advan- 
tageous conditions,  by  home  industry?  These  ques- 
tions are  answered  by  their  proposition;  it  is,  there- 
fore, the  opinion  of  the  committee,  that  the  foreign 
market  for  our  agricultural  products,  and  for  the 
staple  articles  of  our  exports,  in  the  shape  of  raw  ma- 
terials, will  not  be  essentially  affected  by  any  increase 
of  duty  on  those  foreign  manufactures  which  are  com- 
posed of  similar  materials. 

As  to  the  amount  of  duty  which  should  be  imposed, 
it  must  always  depend  upon  a variety  of  considera- 
tions; which  need  not  be  detailed;  it  should  be  suffi- 
cients secure  the  exclusive  and  constant  demand  of 
our  raw  materials,  and  to  sustain  the  American  manu- 
facturer in  his  pursuits;  it  must  be  competent  to  build 
up  and  protect  those  manufacturing  establishments 
at  present  in  the  country,  and  which,  with  a reasona- 
ble encouragement,  will  present  a constant  demand 
for  those  raw  materials. 

In  fact,  as  to  the  articles  of  foreign  growth  or  ma- 
nufacture, which  should  be  taxed  in  order  to  increase 
our  agricultural  prosperity,  your  committee  would 
refer,  generally,  to  the  tariff  now  before  the  house. 
The  committee  do  not  perceive  the  necessity  of  se- 
lecting any  articles,  or  of  imposing  any  duties,  beyond 
those  embraced  by  that  bill. 

Report  of  the  committee  on  military  affairs,  of  the 
house  of  representatives,  on  the  resolution  instruct- 
ing it  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  issuing  am- 
munition to  captain  Alden  Partridge,  for  the  instruc- 
tion of  his  pupils  in  practical  gunnery. 
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The  committee  on  military  affairs,  to  whom  was  re- 
ferred a resolution,  instructing  it  “to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  authorizing  the  secretary  of  war  to 
permit  the  issue  of  ammunition  to  captain  Alden 
Partridge,  superintendent  of  the  American  literary, 
scientific  and  military  academy,  for  the  improvement 
of  the  pupils  of  the  said  academy  in  practical  gunne- 
ry,” beg  leave  to  report: 

That,  in  the  consideration  of  this  subject,  they  have 
Felt  that  it  was  their  duty  to  discuss  the  policy  insepa- 
rably connected  with  the  resolution;  nor  have  they 
been  unmindful  of  the  necessity  of  instituting  a pro- 
per inquiry  into  the  merits  of  the  seminary,  for  which 
the  proposed  bounty  is  intended. 

Your  committee  would  deem  it  altogether  superflu- 
ous, that  they  should,  at  this  moment,  enforce,  by  any 
argument  of  theirs,  the  utility  of  encouraging  the  dif- 


det  at  West  Point.  When  a sum  so  trifling  is  con- 
trasted with  advantages  so  obvious,  and  when  itisre^ 
collected  that  captain  Partridge  could  not  procure 
the  fixed  ammunition,  (as  facilities  for  its  preparation 
are  only  to  be  found  in  arsenals),  except  at  an  ex- 
pense much  beyond  the  annexed  estimate,  and  not  at 
all,  perhaps,  without  great  inconvenience,  your  com- 
mittee cannot  butbelieve,  that,  in  recommending  the 
passage  of  the  bill  herewith  reported,  they  are  firmly 
sustained  by  the  enlightened  policy  which  dictated 
the  establishment  of  the  military  school  at  West 
Point,  and  by  considerations  which  tend  to  justify  the 
liberal  application  of  national  patronage  and  bene- 
ficence to  the  meritorious  and  useful  objects  of  indi- 
vidual enterprize  and  exertion. 

Your  committee  will  not  waste  your  time,  or  use- 
lessly consume  their  own,  by  dw<  lling  on  the  impor- 


fusion  of  useful  knowledge,  or  that  they  should  insist  tance  of  lessons  in  practical  gunnery  to  those  oh 
on  a position  so  indisputably  true,  that  a government  whom  the  future  defence  of  this  country  may  devolve, 
cannot  employ  its  energies  more  beneficially,  or  act  They  cannot,  however,  refrain  from  offering  one  ob- 
under  a higher  moral  sanction,  than  by  advancing  the  ; servation,  which  they  think  of  some  importance.  Al- 
pro^perity  of  institutions  of  learning.  But  the  pro-  j though  many  of  the  young  men  educated  at  captain 
position  submitted  for  their  consideration,  affects  the  j Partridge’s  seminary  may  not  be  destined  to  obtain 
countrv  in  one  of  its  most  interesting  relations — its  i commissions  in  the  navy  or  regular  army  of  the  Unit- 


defence;  and  as  such,  it  forms  one  of  its  mostimpor-  j ed  States,  yet  it  is  highly  probable,  from  the  military 
tant  objects  of  our  notice  and  regard.  If  it  be  admit-  j spirit  and  knowledge  which  they  will  thereby  imbibe, 

n of  the  know-  | that  they  will  seek,  in  the  militia  1 


ted,  that  the  existence  and  dissemination 


of  the  several  states. 


ledge  of  the  military  science,  is  perhaps  more  impor-  1 occasions  for  usefulness  and  distinction.  In  this  de- 
tant  to  the  ultimate  defence  of  the  country,  than  the  j partment  of  the  public  service,  a knowledge  of  prac- 
continuance  of  a standing  army  in  time  of  peace,  the  ! tical  gunnery  is  much  wanted,  nor  could  the  general 
promotion  of  this  sort  of  learning  may  wrell  he  call-  j government  supply  it  more  cheaply,  (with  the  same 
ed“the  cheap  defence  of  nations.”  The  only  inqui-  i degree  of  efficiency),  than  by  aiding  its  instruction  at 
ry  would  then  seem  to  be,  whether  the  academy  of  ; the  fountain  head  of  schools  founded  on  a military 
captain  Partridge  is  subservient  to  these  important 
purposes;  and  here  your  committee  would  rely  on 
the  fact,  that  this  institution  is  founded  on  the  basis  of 
military  subordination,  and  one  of  the  primary 
banches  of  its  course  of  instruction  is  the  theory  of 
the  art  of  war,  as  far  as  it  can  be  taught,  in  reference 
to  its  abstract  principles. 

It  appears  that,  independently  of  the' superinten- 
dent, (a  gentleman  of  acknowledged  genius  and  dis- 
tinguished attainments),  who  takes  upon  himself  the 
instruction  of  his  pupils  in  mathematics,  natural  and 
moral  philosophy,  and  the  military  science,  there  are, 
at  this  school,  the  following  professorships,  each  fill- 
ed by  a separate  instructor:  1st,  of  ethicks  and  belles 
lettres;  2d,  geography  and  history;  3d,  chemistry; 

4th,  practical  geometry  and  topography;  5th,  the 
Greek  language;  6th,  of  the  Latin  language;  7th,  of 
the  French  language.  Organized  as  this  institution 
is,  your  committee  must  regard  it  as  a very  essential 
auxiliary  to  the  academy  at  West  Point,  as  the  lesser 
tactics  are  taught  by  field  exercises,  together  with 
castrametation,  military  surveying,  and  most  of  the 
duties  incident  to  active  service,  in  the  presence  of  an 
enemy. 

Out  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  students,  now  at  cap- 
tain Partridge’s  academy,  there  are  eight  officers  of 
the  navy  of  the  United  States,  on  furlough,  pursuing 
those  studies  which  are  indispensably  connected  with 
the  duties  of  their  profession ; and  among  the  rest  of 
the  pupils,  there  are  several  who  are  looking  to  the 
navy  as  their  ultimate  avocation,  and  whose  names 
are  registered  on  the  list  of  applicants  for  appoint- 
ments in  that  service. 

Indeed,  your  committee  think,  without  hitherto  sub- 
jecting the  government  to  the  cost  of  a cent,  that  cap- 
tain Partidge,  by  an  enlightened  public  spirit,  and  ar- 
dent devotion  to  his  present  enterprize,  is  carrying 
into  effect  a portion  of  the  admirable  purposes  of  our 
own  institution. 

The  value  of  the  ammunition  which,  by  the  bill  ac- 
companying this  report,  is  contemplated  to  be  put  at 
the  disposal  of  captain  Partridge,  it  will  be  seen,  will 
amount  to  four  hundred  and  fifty  dollars  for  the  first 
year;  a little  more  than  the  annual  expense  of  a Ca- 


IN  THE  SAME MARCH  25. 

Mr.  Forsyth , from  the  committee  on  foreign  rela- 
tions, made  the  following  report: 

“On  the  petitions  of  Iladrianus  Van  Noorden,  Wil- 
liam and  Nathaniel  Hooper,  Daniel  Henshaw,  several 
merchants  and  underwriters  of  Salem,  several  mer- 
chants of  Gloucester,  several  merchants  and  under- 
writers of  Alexandria,  district  of  Colombia,  several 
merchants  of  Washington,  North  Carolina,  Henry 
Clark  and  others,  of  Kennebunk,  and  several  others, 
merchants,  in  Maine,  referred  to  the  committee  of 
foreign  relations,  they  report, 

That  no  evidence  accompanies  either  of  the  peti- 
tions; all  of  which,  except  the  first,  are  literally  the 
same,  having  been  apparently  prepared  by  concert 
among  the  claimants,  to  be  presented  to  congress. 
To  discriminate  between  them  is  not  practicable,  if  it 
were  desirable.  The  committee  are  compelled  to 
present,  in  general  terms,  the  nature  of  these  claims,  as 
set  forth  by  the  parties  interested,  and  to  examine,  as 
briefly  as  possible,  the  grounds  upon  which  relief  is 
asked  from  the  government  of  the  United  States.  The 
claims  are  founded  upon  spoliations  committed  by  the 
private  and  public  armed  vessels  of  France,  between 
the  years  1793  and  1S00. 

The  petitioners  allege,  that  the  French  govern- 
ment, to  the  date  of  the  ratification  of  the  treaty  of 
1800,  always  considered  the . recognition  of  their 
claims  as  due  to  its  honor,  and  attached  them  as  a 
charge  upon  its  national  character. 

That  t lie  government  of  the  United  States,  which 
has  volunteered  its  agency  for  the  recovery  of  them 
from  France,  exercised  its  power  and  authority  to 
prevent  the  petitioners  from  obtaining  indemnity;  that 
the  government  of  the  United  States  received  from 
France  a full  and  fair  equiv  alent  for  the  claims,  in  the 
discharge  from  its  liabilities  under  the  treaties  with 
France,  and  the  abrogation  of  these  treaties. 

Similar  applications,  if  not  by  the  same  persons, 
have  been  frequently  made  io  congress,  and  reporis 
upon  them  are  to  be  found  in  the  records  of  the 
house  of  representatives  and  of  the  senate.  None  of 
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these  applications  have  been  successful.  Without 
attempting  even  to  enumerate  the  failures  to  obtain  a 
sanction  to  their  statements  and  to  their  claims,  the 
committee  refer  the  house  to  a detailed  report  of  the 
various  acts  of  the  government  of  the  United  States 
and  of  France,  from  1793  to  1800,  made  by  a select 
committee,  on  the  22d  of  April,  1802,  to  which  appli- 
cations like  the  present  were  referred.  Governed  by 
that  report,  the  committee  of  foreign  relations  are  not 
satisfied  that  the  French  government  ever  admitted 
the  justice  of  the  claims  of  the  petitioners,  or  ever  in- 
tended to  pay  them;  that  the  government  of  the 
United  States  used  every  effort,  even  to  war  itself,  to 
yescue  the  property  of  American  merchants  from  the 
lawless  violence  of  France;  that  its  efforts  to  procure 
payment  for  the  spoliations  committed  by  the  French 
cruisers,  were  not  discontinued  until  it  was  obvious 
that  there  was  no  hope  of  success.  That  this  go- 
vernment never  received  from  France  any  equiva- 
lent for  the  claims  of  Americans  upon  France.  The 
war  of  aggression  was  commenced  by  France,  and 
every  act  of  the  United  States  was  a just  retaliation 
for  previous  injury.  The  treaties  with  France  were 
annulled  by  an  act  of  congress  in  1798,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  utter  disregard  of  the  stipulations  of 
them  by  that  power. 

In  short,  to  justify  their  claims  upon  the  United 
States,  the  petitioners  assume,  that  France  was  right, 
and  their  own  government  wrong.  That  France  was 
prepared  to  make  a just  reparation  for  the  outrages 
committed  under  her  own  laws,  until  released  from 
her  obligations  by  the  United  States,  who  wrere  faith- 
less to  their  trust,  in  the  first  instance,  and  have  been 
regardless  of  the  obligations  of  justice  ever  since,  as- 
sumptions not  consistent  with  truth,  nor  creditable  to 
the  patriotism  of  those  who  made  them.  The  com- 
mittee recommend  to  the  house  to  adopt  the  follow- 
ing resolution: 

Resolved , That  the  petitions  of  the  several  persons 
who  ask  indemnity  for  spoliations  committed  by 
French  cruisers  on  their  property,  between  the  years 
1793  and  1800,  be  rejected.” 

The  report  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 


Eighteenth  Congress — first  session. 

SENATE. 

March  26.  The  general  appropriation  bill  was  fur- 
ther considered.  The  amendment  under  considera- 
tion, when  the  senate  adjourned  yesterday,  was  agreed 
to.  Some  others  were  made;  and  finally,  it  was  passed, 
and  returned  to  the  house  of  representatives  for  con- 
currence in  the  amendments. 

Several  private  bills  were  attended  to  and  dispos- 
ed of.  The  senate  adjourned  till  Monday. 

March  29.  After  the  minor  business  had  been  dis- 
posed of — 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Renton , the  senate,  as  in  commit- 
tee of  the  whole,  proceeded  to  consider  the  bill  re- 
ported by  the  committee  on  Indian  affairs,  “to  ena- 
ble the  president  to  carry  into  effect  the  treaty  of 
Ghent,  to  prevent  foreigners  from  trading  with  the 
Indians  within  the  limits  of  the  United  States,  and  to 
secure  the  fur  trade  to  the  citizens  of  the  said  United 
States.”  Mr.  Elliott  was  called  to  the  chair. 

Mr.  Benton  then  addressed  the  committee,  in  a 
speech  of  two  hours,  in  which  he  gave  a history  of 
the  connexion  which  has  existed  between  the  United 
States  and  the  tribes  of  Indians  west  of  the  Mississip- 
pi, and  the  outrages  which  have  been  committed  by 
some  of  those  tribes — and  proceeded  to  state  the  rea- 
sons which  induced  him  to  believe  that  the  safety  of 
our  citizens,  and  the  security  of  our  valuable  fur 
trade  are  only  to  be  preserved  by  some  act,  on  the 
part  of  congress,  to  carry  into  effect  the  stipulations 
'of  the  treaty  of  Ghent,  prohibiting  foreigners  from 


trading  with  the  Indian  tribes  within  the  United 
States. 

After  some  remarks  from  several  gentlemen,  the 
further  consideration  of  the  subject  was  postponed 
till  Wednesday. 

The  senate  spent  some  time  in  the  consideration  of 
executive  business,  and  then  adjourned. 

March  30.  The  amendments,  made  by  the  senate, 
to  the  bill  “making  appropriations  for  the  support  of 
government  for  the  year  1824,”  and  which  were  disa- 
greed to  by  the  house  of  representatives,  were  then 
taken  up.  The  first  amendment  was,  an  appropriation 
“for  graduating  and  improving  the  grounds  around 
the  president’s  house  $2,000.”  The  senate  then 
agreed  to  recede  from  this  amendment. 

The  next  amendment  proposed  by  the  senate,  and 
not  concurred  in  by  the  house  of  representatives,  was; 
to  make  provision  for  “an  agent,”  to  be  attached  to 
the  board  of  commissioners,  under  the  first  article  of 
the  treaty  of  Ghent,  for  making  compensation  for 
slaves  taken  away  during  the  late  war  with  Great 
Britain. 

Which  amendment  was  also  receded  from — Mr 
Barbour,  who  had  supported  it,  not  thinking  it  of  suf- 
ficient importance  to  produce  a collision  between  the 
two  houses. 

The  bill  “providing  for  the  settlement  of  certain 
pecuniary  claims  against  the  United  States,”  was  ta- 
ken up  for  consideration  in  committee  of  the  whole. 
This  bill  was  introduced,  on  leave  granted,  by  Mr. 
Taylor,  of  Virginia,  and  reported,  with  sundry  amend- 
ments, by  the  committee  on  the  judiciary.  These 
amendments  were  in  the  details  of  the  bill.  Some 
remarks  were  made  upon  them,  by  Messrs.  Chandler , 
Tayloi',  of  Virginia*  Loicrie  and  Barbour.  They  were 
then  agreed  to.  The  bill  provides  a tribunal  for  the 
adjustment  of  that  class  of  private  claims,  upon  which 
so  much  of  the  time  of  congress  has  been  consumed - 
Mr.  Holmes,  of  Maine,  proposed  to  amend  the  bill  by 
limiting  its  operation  to  claims  of  a certain  amount- 
Messrs.  H.  Johnson,  of  Louisiana,  and  Tayloi of  Vir- 
ginia, spoke  upon  this  amendment,  and  it  was  then 
agreed  to.  Mr.  Mills  submitted  an  amendment,  limit- 
ing the  provisions  of  the  bill  to  the  citizens  of  the 
United  States.  This  was  also  agreed  to. 

The  bill  was  then  reported  to  the  senate — and  laid 
on  the  table. 

March  31 . The  bill  which  was  passed  by  the  senate, 
“extending  the  terms  of  navy  pensions,”  came  back 
from  the  house  with  amendments,  restricting  the  pay- 
ment of  pensions  to  widows  to  the  continuance  of  their 
widowhood,  as  at  present  practised;  and  to  orphans 
to  the  age  of  sixteen  years.  On  motion  of  Mr.  * Lloyd , of 
Mass,  the  senate  concurred  in  the  amendments. 

The  senate,  as  in  committee  of  the  whole,  then  pro- 
ceeded to  consider  the  bill  “to  enable  the  president  to 
carry  into  effect  the  treaty  made  at  Ghent,  the  24th 
December,  1814,  excluding  foreigners  from  trade  and 
intercourse  with  the  Indian  tribes  within  the  United 
States,  and  to  preserve  the  fur  trade  within  the  limits 
of  the  said  United  States  to  American  citizens.” 

A discussion  took  place  that  occupied  the  rest  of  the 
day — the  bill  was  laid  on  the  table. 

[The  other  business  attended  to  will  appear  in  the 
future  details.] 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

Thursday,  March  25.  The  following  message  was 
received  from  the  president  of  the  United  States,  by 
the  hands  of  Mr.  Everett,  his  private  secretary: 

To  the  house  of  representatives: 

Having  stated  to  congress,  on  the  7th  of  December 
last,  that  Daniel  D.  Tompkins,  late  governor  of  New 
York,  was  entitled  to  a larger  sum  than  that  reported 
in  his  favor,  by  the  accounting  officers  of  the  govern- 
ment, and  that,  in  execution  of  the  law  of  the  last  ses- 
sion, I had  the  subject  still  under  consideration,  I now 
communicate  to  you  the  result. 
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On  full  consideration  of  the  law,  by  which  this  duty 
was  enjoined  on  me,  and  of  the  report  of  the  com- 
mittee, on  the  basis  of  which  the  law  was  founded,  1 
have  thought  that  I was  authorized  to  adopt  the  prin- 
ciples laid  down  in  that  report,  in  deciding  on  the 
sum  which  should  be  allowed  to  him  for  his  services. 

With  this  view,  and  on  a comparison  of  his  services 
with  those  which  were  rendered  by  other  disbursing 
officers,  taking  into  consideration,  also,  his  aid  in  ob- 
taining loans,  1 had  decided  to  allow  him  five  per  cent, 
for  all  sums  borrowed  and  disbursed  by  him,  and  of 
which  decision  I informed  him.  Mr.  Tompkins  has 
since  stated  to  me,  that  this  allowance  will  not  indem- 
nify him  for  his  advances,  loans,  expenditures,  and 
losses,  in  rendering  those  services,  nor  place  him  on 
the  footing  of  those  who  loaned  money  to  the  govern- 
ment, at  that  interesting  period.  He  has,  also,  ex- 
pressed a desire,  that  I should  submit  the  subject  to 
the  final  decision  of  congress,  which  I now  do.  In 
adopting  this  measure,  I think  proper  to  add,  that  I 
concur  fully  in  the  sentiments  expressed  by  the  com- 
mittee, in  favor  of  the  very  patriotic  and  valuable 
services  which  were  rendered  by  Mr.  Tompkins  in  the 
late  war.  James  Monroe. 

25th  March,  1824. 

The  message  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  com- 
mittee of  ways  and  means. 

The  following  message,  also,  was  received  from  the 
president  of  the  United  States. 

To^the  house  of  representatives: 

In  compliance  with  a resolution  of  the  house  of 
representatives,  of  the  25th  February,  requesting  in- 
formation whether  the  title  of  the  United  Brethren,  for 
propagating  the  Gospel  among  the  heathen,  to  certain 
sections  of  land  in  Ohio,  has  been  purchased  for  the 
United  States,  and  if  so,  to  cause  a copy  of  the  con- 
tract and  others  papers  relating  thereto,  to  be  laid  be- 
fore the  house,  I transmit,  herewith,  all  the  documents 
required.  James  Monroe. 

25th  March,  1824. 

And  then  the  house  adjourned. 

Friday,  March  26.  Mr.  Hamilton,  from  the  military 
committee,  to  whom  was  recommitted  the  bill  from 
the  senate  to  repeal  the  “act  for  the  relief  of  John  B. 
Hogan,”  reported  an  amendment  thereto. 

[Mr.  Hogan,  it  appears,  was  a paymaster  in  the 
Seminole  war,  who  paid  out  about  $20,000  to  a corps 
of  gunmen,  whom  he  considered  as  volunteers,  but 
who,  by  the  construction  of  the  law  by  the  war  de- 
partment, were  declared  not  to  be  such.  The  amend- 
ment now  reported  to  the  bill,  goes  to  allow  him  credit 
for  this  amount.  It  was  objected  to  as  sanctioning  a 
dangerous  principle,  and  setting  a precedent  which, 
if  followed  up,  would  cover  all  disbursements  made 
bona  fide  but  without  laiv.] 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to,  and  the  bill  ordered 
to  be  engrossed  for  a third  reading,  &c. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Cook,  it  was 
Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  roads  and  canals  be 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  vesting 
in  the  state  of  Illinois,  for  the  purpose  of  defraying 
the  expense  of  opening  the  canal  between  the  waters 
of  the  Illinois  river  and  lake  Michigan,  the  land  that 
has  been  reserved  from  sale  by  congress,  bordering  on 
the  proposed  Canal. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Metcalfe,  it  was 
Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  Indian  affairs  be 
instructed  to  complete  the  inquiry  which  was  com- 
menced at  the  last  session,  and  reported  upon  in  part, 
into  the  execution  of  an  act,  entitled  “an  act  to  abo- 
lish the  Indian  trading  establishment,  approved  the 

day  of , 1822.”  And  also  to  inquire  what 

was  the  general  average  per  centum  over  and  above 
the  prime  cost  and  carriage,  for  which  the  articles  of 
merchandise  were  sold  by  the  factory  agents,  before 
the  passage  of  the  law  aforesaid;  the  amount  of  mo- 
ney whifch  ought  to  have  been  returned  to  the  govern- 


ment upon  the  abolition  of  the  establishment;  the 
amount  which  has  actually  been  paid  into  the  treasu- 
ry, together  with  that  which  has  been  secured  to  be  so 
paid,  under  the  provisions  of  the  law  for  abolishing 
the  said  establishment;  and  if,  by  contrasting  the  said 
sums,  a balance  shall  be  found  to  be  due  to  the  govern- 
ment, what  mode  can  be  devised  to  recover  the  same 
from  the  person  or  persons  withholding  it. 

The  house  went  into  committee  of  the  whole  on 
the  tariff  bill. 

The  question  being,  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Tod,  to 
raise  the  duty  on  “all  articles  of  glass  not  specified,” 
from  two  cents  to  five  cents  per  pound — which  was  not 
agreed  to. 

Mr.  Ellis,  of  Penn,  moved  to  amend  the  bill,  by  in- 
serting in  it  the  following  clause:  “on  square  iron- 
wire,  used  in  the  manufacture  of  umbrellas,  a duty  of 
twelve  and  a half  per  cent,  ad  valorem.”  Agreed  to. 

Mr.  Isacks,  of  Tenn.  moved  to  strike  out  the  provi- 
so, from  the  33d  to  the  42d  line,  inclusive,  which  is 
in  the  following  words: 

“ Provided , That  all  cotton  cloths  whatsoever,  ox 
cloths  of  which  cotton  shall  be  a component  material, 
excepting  nankeens  imported  directly  from  China,  the 
original  cost  of  which,  at  the  place  whence  imported, 
with  the  addition  of  tweny  per  centum  if  imported 
from  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  or  any  place  beyond 
it;  and  of  ten  per  centum  if  imported  from  any  other 
place,  shall  be  less  than  thirty-five  cents  per  square 
yard,  shall,  with  such  addition,  be  taken  and  deemed 
to  have  cost  thirty-five  cents  per  square  yard,  and 
shall  be  charged  with  duty  accordingly.” 

Mr.  Lacks  stated  that  his  object  was  to  take  away 
from  the  bill  the  proposed  minimum  on  cotton  goods. 
Mr.  I.  quoted  statements,  in  figures,  to  shew  the 
amount  of  duties  in  1823,  paid  on  different  species  of 
cotton  goods,  &c.  to  shew  the  reasonableness  of  his 
proposition,  & c.  He  did  not  conceive  this  further 
encouragement  on  the  cotton  manufacture  necessary; 
moreover,  because,  if  he  was  correctly  informed,  the 
manufacturers  neither  wished  nor  needed  it,  that  por- 
tion of  the  capital  and  industry  of  the  country  em- 
ployed in  it,  being  more  productive  than  almost  any 
other. 

Mr.  P.  P.  Barbour  then  rose,  under  the  impression 
that  the  motion  now  submitted  afforded  a fair  oppor- 
tunity for  a free  discussion  of  the  general  principles 
of  the  bill,  upon  which,  after  so  long  a time  employ- 
ed in  the  discussion  of  the  details  of  the  bill,  he 
should  be  excused  for  taking  this  opportunity  to  ex- 
press his  views.  And  then  proceeded  to  a general 
discussion  of  the  principles  of  the  bill,  and  spoke 
against  them  for  three  hours.  When  he  had  conclud- 
ed, the  committee  rose  and  the  house  adjourned. 

Saturday , March  27.  The  house,  in  a committee  of 
the  whole,  was  employed  all  this  day  in  considering 
the  amendments  oi  the  senate  to  the  general  appro- 
priation bill — but  they  were  all  agreed  to  without 
much  debate  or  opposition,  except  the  striking  out 
the  sum  of  $18,000,  which  was  appropriated  “for  the 
salaries  of  the  commissioner  and  arbitrator,  under 
the  1st  article  of  the  treaty  of  Ghent,  and  for  half 
the  salary  of  their  secretary,  and  half  the  contingent 
expenses  of  the  commission,”  and  insert  $4,500  in 
lieu  thereof,  for  that  purpose.  The  senate  further 
propose  to  amend  this  clause,  by  inserting  the  word 
“agent, ” after  the  word  “ arbitrator .”  By  this  amend- 
ment, it  will  be  perceived  that  provision  is  to  be- 
made  for  a public  agent,  in  connexion  with  this  com- 
jnission . , 

Mr.  McLane  moved  to  strike  out  the  word  “agent” 
from  this  amendment,  and  consequently  to  reduce 
the  appropriation  to  2500  dollars.  Much*  discussion 
followed — the  chief  speakers  were  Messrs.  McLane, 
Warfield,  Farrelly,  Busseit,  Rives,  Wickliffe,  Fuller, 
Tucker,  Storrs,  Forsyth,  Buckner,  Poinsett,  Hamilton 
3nd  Sandford.  At  length.  Mr.  Mr  Lane's  motion  pro- 
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vailed — 97  to  52;  and  the  amendment  of  the  senate, 
so  amended,  was  agreed  to.  The  committee  had 
leave  to  sit  again. 

Monday,  March  29.  Many  petitions  were  present- 
ed this  day — 

The  house  went  into  committee  of  the  whole  on  the 
the  amendments  of  the  senate,  to  the  appropriation 
bill  “for  the  support  of  government  for  the  year 
1824.” 

The  question  being  then  on  the  amendment  striking- 
out  of  the  bill  the  following  clause:  “ And  provided, 

also,  that  no  person,  receiving  an.annual  salary  from 
the  government  of  the  United  States,  shall  receive 
any  thing  in  addition  thereto,  for  any  olhcial  services 
whatever,  by  way  of  perquisites,  or  extra  compensa- 
tion, except  for  fees  of  office  which  may  be  establish- 
ed by  law.” 

After  a lively  debate — 

The  question  was  taken  on  non  concurring  with  the 
senate  in  their  amendment,  and  decided  in  the  nega- 
tive— ayes  42,  noes  90. 

So  the  house  concurred  in  the  senate’s  amend- 
ment, and  refused  to  restore  this  clause  to  the  bill. 

Mr.  Hamilton  offered  the  following  as  an  amend- 
ment to  the  fifth  amendment  of  the  senate: 

“And  the  sum  of  one  thousand  dollars  for  compen- 
sation to  the  agent  or  attorney,  employed  by  the  secre- 
tary of  state,  to  arrange  the  testimony  to  be  adduced 
to  the  commission,  under  the  convention  of  St. 
Petersburgh,  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  the 
average  value  of  slaves  taken  by  Great  Britain  at  the 
close  of  the  late  war;  which  appointment  is  to  con- 
tinue until  the  average  value  has  been  fixed,  and  no 
longer:  and  the  said  compensation  is  not  to  extend 
beyond  the  time  the  said  agent  is  actually  employed, 
and,  for  the  time  he  is  so  employed,  his  said  compen- 
sation to  be  estimated  at  the  rate  of  two  thousand  dol- 
lars per  annum.”* 

The  chairman  pronounced  the  motion  to  be  cut  of 
order. 

It  was  however  again  offered  in  another  stage  of 
the  proceedings,  and  the  words  “secretary  of  state” 
being  struck  out  and  “president  of  the  U.  States”  in- 
serted, on  the  suggestion  of  Mr.  Rich,  the  yeas  and 
nays  on  the  proposed  amemdment  being  called  for 
were  as  follows: 

YEAS— VUssrs.  P.  P.  Barbour,  Bassrtt,  Bradley,  Buchanan, 
Buckner,  Burleigh,  Casserty,  Crafts,  Crowninshi  Id,  Cushman.  Ed- 
wards. of  Penn.  Farrelly,  Foot,  of  Con.  Fuller.  Garnett,  Gist,  Go- 
van,  Gurley,  Hamilton,  Hayward.  Hemphill,  Holeomhe.  Jennings, 
Johnson  Va.  J.  T.  Johnson,  Kent,  Lathrop  Lee,  Leftwitch,  Lincoln, 
Livingston,  McDuffie.  Miller,  Moore,  of  Ken.  Moore,  of  Alabama, 
Neale,  Nelson,  N.  wton.  Owen,  Patterson,  Pen.  Patterson,  of  Ohio, 
Poinsett,  Reed,  Kick,  Rives,  Rogers,  Saunders.  Sloan,  Win.  Smith, 
Spence,  A.  Stevenson,  Tod.  Tomlinson.  Tuck<  r,  of  Va.  Tucker, 
of  S.  C.  Warfield,  Wayne,  Whittlesey,  James  Wilson,  Wilson,  of 
S.C.  and  Wood— 61. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Abbot,  Adams,  Alexander,  of  Va.  Alexander,  of 
Tenn.  Archer,  Baylies,  Barber,  of  Conn  Bartley.  Blair,  Brent, 
Brown,  Buck,  Burton,  Cambreleng,  Campbell,  of  Ohio.  Carter, 
Cary,  Clark,  Cobb,  Cock*.  Collins.  Condict.  Conner,  Craig  Cul- 
peper. C nth  belt,  Day,  DurfVe.  Dwinell,  Dwight,  Eaton,  Eddy, 
Edwards,  of  N.  C.  Findlay.  Floyd,  Forsyth.  Frost,  Garrison,  Gaz- 
lay,  Hail,  Harris,  Harvey,  Hayden,  Henry,  Herkimer,  Hogeboom, 
Hooks,  Is.icks,  Jenkins,  F.  Johnson,  Kidder,  Kremer,  Lawrence,. 
Letcher,  Litchfield,  Livermore,  Locke,  Long,  McArthur,  McCoy, 
McKean,  McKim,  McLane,  of  Delaware,  Matiguin.  Markley,  Mar- 
tindale,  Matlack,  Matson,  Metcalfe,  Mitchell,  of  Pmn  Mitchell, 
of  Md.  O'Bri  n,  Plumer,  of  N.  H Plumer,  of  Penh.  Prince,  Rankin, 
Reynolds,  Richards,  Rose,  Sandford,  Scott,  Sharpe.  Sibley,  Arthur 
Smith,  Alexand'  r Smyth  Spaight,  Staudefer,  Sterling,  Storrs, 
Swan.  Taylor,  Ten  Eyck,  Test,  Thompson,  of  Geo  Thomson,  of 
Ken.  Trimble.  Udree.  Vance,  of  N C.  Vance,  of  Ohio,  Van  Rens- 
selaer, Van  Wyck,  Vinton,  Whipple,  Whiteman,  Wicklifie,  Wil- 
liams,of  N Y.  Williams,  ofVa.  Williams,  of  N.  C.  Henry  Wilson, 
Wilson,  of  Ohio,  Woods  and  Wright— 1 13. 

So  the  amendment  of  Mr.  Hamilton  was  rejected. 

*The  article  of  the  treaty  of  Ghent  alluded  to  has 
reference  to  indemnification  for  slaves  carried  of — 
and  it  appears,  by  the  debate,  that  an  agent  had  been 
appointed  without  being  provided  for  by  law. — Reg. 


The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  returned  to  the  se- 
nate, with  a message,  announcing  the  decision  on  the 
amendments. 

And  the  house  adjourned. 

Tuesday,  March  30.  The  preparatory  business  pre- 
sented this  day,  will  sufficiently  appear  in  the  future 
proceedings. 

At  half  past  11  o’clock,  the  house  being  in  commit- 
tee of  the  whole  on  the  tariff  bill,  Mr.  Clay  took  the 
floor,  in  reply  to  Mr.  Barbour,  and  in  support  of  the 
general  principles  of  the  bill.  When  it  was  past 
3 o’clock,  and  before  be  had  concluded,  be  gave  way 
to  a motion  for  the  committee  to  rise,  and  the  com- 
mittee rose. 

The  following  messages  were  received  from  the 
president  of  the  United  States: 

1.  Enclosing  a report  of  the  secretary  of  war,  and 
the  commissioner  of  the  general  land  office,  in  rela- 
tion to  the  salt  springs,  lead  and  copper  mines. 

2.  Enclosing  a report  of  the  secretary  of  state,  re- 
specting advance  of  compensation  made  to  commis- 
sioners who  had  been  appointed  for  the  examination 
of  titles  and  claims  to  land  in  Florida. 

3.  Enclosing  certain  papers,  enumerated  in  a report 
from  the  secretary  of  war,  relating  to  the  compact 
between  the  United  States  and  the  state  of  Georgia, 
•entered  into  in  1802. 

These  messages  were  severally  read,  and  referred; 
and  the  house  adjourned. 

Wednesday,  March  31.  At  an  early  hour  the  house 
went  into  committee  of  the  whole  on  the  tariff  bill — 

Mr.  Clay  concluded  his  remarks  on  the  general  prin- 
ciple of  the  tariff.  He  was  succeeded  by  Mr.  Rankin, 
who  continued  his  remarks  till  past  3 o’clock;  when 
he  gave  way  for  a motion  that  the  committee  rise. 

And  then  the  house  adjourned. 

Thursday’s  proceedings — April  1. 

In  the  senate.  The  bill  “providing  for  the  settlement’ 
of  certain  pecuniary  claims  against  the  United  States” 
occupied  the  greater  part  of  this  day.  [This  bill  is  to 
do  away  the  necessity  of  applying  to  congress,  in  many 
cases,  and  is  important.  It  shall  he  noticed  at  length 
in  the  next  Register.]  It  was  ordered  to  he  en- 
grossed for  a third  reading. 

The  senate  adjourned  to  meet  at  11  o’clock,  instead 
of  12,  as  heretofore. 

In  the  house  of  representatives — Mr.  Rankin  conclud- 
ed the  speech  which  he  commenced  yesterday,  and 
was  followed  by  Mr.  Webster,  who  kept  the  floor  till 
past  3 o’clock,  when  he  gave  way  for  a motion  that: 
the  committee  should  rise.  The  committee  then  rose 
and  the  house  adjourned. 


CHRONICLE. 

Montevideo  has  surrendered  to  the  imperial  forces 
of  Brazil.  It,  until  now,  had  been  held  as  dependent 
on  Portugal. 

Buenos  Ayres.  A letter  from  Buenos  Ayres,  of  the 
7th  of  January,  states,  that  general  Alvera  has  been 
appointed,  by  that  government,  as  ambassador  to  the. 
United  States.  He  was  to  have  left  Buenos  Ayres  in 
the  month  of  January,  for  the  United  States,  via 
Ehgland. 

The  Shark.  A letter  from  an  officer  on  board  of 
the  United  States  schooner  Shark,  to  the  editors  of  the 
Norfolk  Beacon,  says — “the  following  men  are  known 
to  have  been  lost  in  the  launch,  viz:  William  Young, 
seaman;  William  McXey,  ordinary- seaman;  Thomas 
Smith,  do;  Michael  Antonio,  do;  Stephen  Rider,  do: 
Charles  Collins,  do;  Benjamin  Williams,  seaman; 
Jos.  Fowler,  do;  Lewis  Joinburt,  do;  John  Thompson, 

I ordinary  seaman;  Elijah  Elliot,  do;  Matthew  Longel 
I boatswain;  John  B.  Shepherd,  ordinary  seaman.” 
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The  tariff  bill.  Judging  by  the  proceedings  of  the 
house  of  representatives,  a decision  may  soon  be  ex- 
pected on  this  long-contested  bill,  and  it  is  difficult 
to  form  an  opinion  whether  it  will  pass  or  not.  There 
is  a handsome  majority  in  favor  of  the  general  prin- 
ciples of  the  bill,  but  they  differ  about  its  details;  and 
its  opponents  in  principle,  who  always  act  against 
it,  thus  obtain  majorities  on  many  questions. 

It  will  be  seen  that  the  bill  has  been  reported  to  the 
house,  and  that  the  amendment  made  m committee  of] 
the  whole,  to  reduce  the  minimum  on  woollens  from 
80  to  40  cents  per  square  yard,  has  hot  been  concurred 
in,  by  the  large  and  close  vote  of  104  to  101:  the  next 
struggles  will  be  concerning  the  proposed  duties  on 
iron  and  cotton,  and  when  these  articles  are  decided 
on,  we  may  hope  that  the  bill  will  be  either  passed  or 
rejected.  

Production  and  consumption.  A mortifying  error 
occurred  by  what  we  printers  call  ‘‘false  correction,” 
in  the  3rd  line  of  the  1st  col.  of  the  66th  page,  in  the 
article  under  this  head — were  printed  where  f 
should  have  stood  alone;  but  the  matter  immediately 
preceding  must  have  pointed  out  the  mistake  to  all 
who  felt  interested  in  the  essay. 

Not  wishing  to  over-burthen  the  subject  matter  be- 
fore me,  I was  content,  in  the  article  alluded  to, 
to  stick  to  the  main  point — the  subsistence,  or  eat- 
ing part,  of  the  concerns  of  the  people,  for  “there 
is  no  joking  with  the  belly;”  but  there  were  many 
other  things  hardly  less  worthy  of  attention,  as 
doing  away  the  Avholesale  declarations  of  Mr. 
Floyd  and  those  who  are  habituated  to  think  with 
him.  If  I had  been  disposed  to  have  “gone  the 
whole,”  as  the  saying  is,  I might  have  heaped  twenty 
other  like  impenetrable  calculations  on  those  which 
were  offered,  in  support  of  the  general  facts  at  issue. 
Two  of  these  that  more  immediately  presented  them- 
selves were  the  manufactures  of  iron  and  wool,  as 
especially  and  most  extensively  consuming  the  pro- 
ducts of  the  farmer.  Indeed,  the  growing  of  the  latter 
is  as  much  an  agricultural  business  as  the  growing  of 
tobacco — and  perhaps,  quite  as  necessary  to  the  com- 
forts of  a people,  in  a climate  like  ours,  as  that  com 
modity  can  be!  To  shew  its  importance  the  following 
rs  copied  from  the  “National  Intelligencer”  of  Monday 
last,  with  a few  appending  remarks  for  the  more-  di- 
rect application  of  the  things  stated. 

To  the  editors  of  the  National  Intelligencer. 

Gentlemen:  You  will  oblige  a friend,  and,  I trust, 
render  a service  to  the  public,  by  publishing  the  en- 
closed extracts  from  a letter,  which  has  just  reached 
me  from  an  intelligent  farmer  in  the  eastern  section 
of  the  union.  Having  travelled  extensively,  both  in 
Europe  and  the  United  States,  his  opportunities  for 
forming  correct  opinions  have  been  great;  and  there 
are  few,  if  any,  who  have  improved  their  opportuni- 
ties to  greater  advantage.  Yours,  respectfully, 

A member  of  congress. 
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“In  the  woollen  manufactures,  particularly,  it 
ivould.be  by  no  means  an  overstrained  calculation, 
to  say,  that  from  three  to  four  persons  are  employed 
for  e\rery  1,000  dollars  capital;  calculating  the  per- 
sons directly  employed  in  the  works,  and  the  me- 
chanics, in  all  the  various  branches  necessary  to 
erect  the  buildings  and  to  keep  them  in  repair,  and 
also  those  employed  to  prepare  and  construct  the  va- 
rious kinds  of  machinery  necessary  for  its  operation, 
including  the  farmer,  Arvho  furnishes  the  timber  for 
the  building,  the  fuel  for  its  use,  and  who  supplies,  in 
whole  or  in  part,  the  raw  material  necessary  for  the 
fabricks,  and  all  the  provisions  necessary  for  the 
consumption  of  the  manufacturers  and  mechanics. 
It  must  be  recollected,  too,  that,  if  the  neighboring 
farmers  haA'e  more  children  than  they  can  employ  on 
their  farms,  or  in  their  houses,  the  manufacturer 
gives  them  constant  employment  and  liberal  Avages, 
Avhich  are  weekly  paid  in  ready  money.  In  the  avooI- 
lcn  manufacture,  the  raAV  material  is  estimated  to  be 
about  one-third  of  the  manufactured  article;  allowing 
to  the  manufacturer  another  third,  to  pay  for  the  dye 
3 tuffs  and  drugs,  the  fuel,  the  soap,  the  tallow,  the  oil 
and  various  minor  articles,  and  to  indemnify  him  for 
the  svear  and  injury  of  the  buildings  and  machinery, 
and  for  the  interest  and  profit  on  his  capital,  leaving 
the  remaining  third  for  wages.  In  this  division,  1 
have  unquestionably  alloAVed  the  manufacturer  more 
than  he  receives;  of  course,  it  has  lessened  the  alloAV- 
ance  which  ought  to  he  made  for  the  raw  material 

and  workmen.  But  I will  let  it  go  at  this.  Mr. 

says  that  we  can  raise.  avooI  enough  to  supply  our 
manufacturers  in  two  years;  but,  I am  satisfied,* from 
the  closest  attention  to  the  subject,  if  it  is  intended 
to  clothe  our  own  population  from  our  oAvn  work- 
shops, that  Ave  cannot  do  it  in  ten  years,  nor,  do  I 
believe,  much  short  of  twenty.  But,  be  it  longer  or 
be  it  shorter,  whenever  thi3  great  national  object  can 
be  accomplished,  it  will  furnish  a permanent  and 
steady  market  to  the  farmer,  for  thirty-three  dollars 
and  one-third,  the  value  of  the  raAv  material,  for 
every  one  hundred  dollars  worth  of  woollen  goods 
which  our  manufacturers  make.  It  will  further  fur- 
nish him,  (the  farmer),  a market  for  at  least  sixteen 
dollars  and  tAvo-thirds,  being  the  half  of  the  work- 
man’s wages,  , for  the  provisions  Avhich  he  furnishes 
them;  both  together  affording  the  farmer  a market 
for  fifty  dollars  worth  of  the  produce  of  his  farm,  for 
every  one  hundred  dollars  worth  of  goods  manufac- 
tured. The  farmer’s  benefit,  from  the  manufacturer, 
does  not  stop  here,  for  he  Avill  receive  a portion  out 
of  the  manufacturer’s  share,  for  the  timber  that  Avas 
necessary  for  the  buildings,  the  AA'ood  which  is  neces- 
sary for  his  fuel,  the  tallow  for  his  candles,  and  the 
viands  and  bread  stuffs  necessary  for  his  consump- 
tion; and  it  will  be  setting  these  items  Ioav,  to  esti- 
mate them,  together,  at  ten  dollars;  Avhich  will  he 
added  to  the  farmer’s  share,  for  every  one  hundred 
dollars  manufactured.  It  follows,  at  a moderate  cal- 
culation, that,  out  of  every  one  hundred  dollars  of 
fabricated  woollens,  the  farmer  will  receive  sixty  dol- 
lars, so  soon  as  he  can  supply  the  whole  raw-material; 
besides  its  furnishing  a steady  and  profitable  employ- 
ment for  the  farmer’s  spare  labor,  or  that  of  the  sur- 
rounding population,  who  need  it.  This  will  be  a 
permanent  and  the  only  market  that  the  farmer  can 
calculate  on,  w ith  safety.” 

“The  expenses  of  the  raw  material,  as  well  as  the 
provisions  necessary  for  the  supply  of  all  the  various 
branches  of  industry  employed  upon  the  raAv  mate- 
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rial,  until  it  is  finished  and  sent  to  market,  are  charg- 
ed upon  and  included  in  the  price  of  the  manufactur- 
ed article;  and  as  the  raw  material,  together  with  the 
provisions  consumed  in  the  various  branches  of  in- 
dustry,  may  be  estimated  at  sixty  per  cent,  it  follows 
that,  for  every  one  hundred  pounds  of  the  woollen  ma- 
nufactures in  England,  the  farmer  finds  a market  for 
80/.  of  the  produce  of  his  farm;  and  on  fabrics,  where 
he  does  not  supply  the  raw  material,  about  half  this 
sum,  or  about  30/.  on  every  100/.  It  must  be  recol- 
lected here,  that  by  far  the  larger  part  of  the  com- 
merce of  England  depends  on  the  exportation  of  the 
immense  products  of  her  manufactories,  and  upon 
the  importation  of  the  necessary  raw  materials,  dye- 
stuffs and  drugs,  and  articles  of  luxury  to  supply  the 
fictitious  wants  of  the  wealthy  and  other  inhabitants, 
Avhich  the  climate  will  not  allow  them  to  grow.  It 
must  also  be  recollected,  that  all  these  imports  are 
paid  for  by  their  high  wrought  manufactured  goods, 
and  after  paying  for  which  a very  large  balance  is  left 
in  favor  of  England,  which  is  paid  to  them  by  most 
foreign  countries  in  gold  and  silver,  and  by  the 
United  States  in  gold  and  silver,  together  with  their 
bank  stock,  and  the  funded  stock  of  the  United 
States.  Hence,  it  appears  evident  that,  although  the 
British  farmer  does  not  directly  export  a single  arti- 
cle, the  produce  of  the  soil,  yet  he  indirectly  receives 
from  30/.  to  60/.  say  a probable  average  of  50/.  upon 
every  100/.  on  all  that  is  exported  from,  and  ail  that  is 
consumed  in,  the  united  kingdom.  It  is  the  immense 
influx  of  wealth,  arising  from  their  extensive  manu- 
factories, that  enables  the  subjects  of  that  kingdom  to 
pay  such  enormous  taxes,  at  the  same  time  that  they 
are  annually  increasing  in  wealth.” 

ICJ^The  amount  of  woollen  goods  imported  in  1S22, 
was  valued  at,  (as  costing  in  Europe),  $,11,752,595 
The  same  in  1823  7,953,441 

Together  19,706,036 

Average  per  annum  9,853,218 

60  per  cent,  the  farmer’s  share  of  this  va- 
lue, is  5,911,930 

Here  the  raising  of  sheep  is  found  to  he  productive 
of  as  great  an  amount  to  the  agricultural  interest  as 
the  raising  of  tobacco,  and  whether  it  is  not  a more 
advisable  mode  of  occupying  the  land,  every  one  who 
has  seen  the  “worn  out”  fields  of  Maryland  and  Vir- 
ginia will  judge.  Tobacco,  to  be  sure,  is  important 
as  a medium  for  paying  our  debts  abroad;  but  wool, 
&c.  of  a like  value,  may  be  raised  to  satisfy  debts  at 
home — and  the  last,  certainly,  is  not  less  desirable 
than  the  first. 

It  is  shewn  that,  by  the  import  of  foreign  woollens, 
we  pay  for  the  support  and  encouragement  of  Eu- 
ropean growers  of  wool  and  grain,  &c.  the  sum  of  six 
millions  of  dollars  annually,  on  account  of  which,  in 
like  products,  they  receive  little  or  nothing  from  us. 
Though  we  had  a million  of  barrels  of  flour  perishing 
in  our  warehouses,  and  were  to  offer  it  to  the  British 
people  at  one  dollar  per  barrel,  they  would  not  con- 
sume one  pound  of  it.  But  is  it  reasonable  and  recipro- 
cal^ that  ice  should  take  olF  five  or  six  millions  a year 
of  the  wool,  grain  and  meat  of  the  British  agricultural- 
ists, in  the  shape  of  cloths  and  cassimeres?  What  a 
meek  and  lowly  spirit  docs  it  exhibit— how  gener- 
ous to  support  those  who  oppose  us! 


But  if  there  was  any  matter  of  commerce  that  involve 
ed  an  interest  equal  to  six  millions  a year,  we  should 
be  “all  alive”  to  it,  and  the  whole  navy  of  the  United 
States,  if  necessary,  would  be  put  in  requisition  to 
defend  it;  as  may  be  easily  imagined  from  a conside- 
ration of  what  I am  just  now  about  to  state. 

The  United  States  ship  Peacock,  capt.  Carter,  sail- 
ed from  Norfolk  on  the  25th  ult.  to  join  the  frigate 
United  States,  capt.  Hull,  in  the  Pacific,  “to  loolt  after 
the  interests  of  American  commerce  in  that  sea,”  as  it  is 
said  in  the  newspapers.  Very  well;  hut  this  “looking 
after  the  interests  of  American  commerce  in  that  sea,” 
has  and  will  cost  us,  in  one  way  or  another,  nearly  one 
fourth  of  a million  of  dollars  a year,  and  this  is  “pay- 
ing pretty  dearly  for  the  whistle.” 

These  vessels  are  to  relieve  the  Franklin  74,  and 
Dolphin  schooner,  now  in  the  Pacific;  and  it  seems 
determined  to  expend  about  the  sum  stated,  annually, 
to  protect  the  property  of  our  merchants  afloat  in 
that  part  of  the  world. 

The  whole  amount  of  domestic  articles  exported 
to  (Spanish)  South  America  and  Mexico,  during  the 
last  year,  was  only  $1,670,640,  and  the  ships  and  ves- 
sels that  entered  therefrom  were  of  the  burthen  of 
27,565  tons — (those  from  Hayti  amounted  to  32,592 
tons.)  The  value  sent  to  the  different  parts  of  South 
America  or  Mexico  is  not  given  in  the  tables:  but  it  is 
doubtful  whether  400,000  dollars  worth  of  our  pro- 
duce or  manufacture  have  ever  been  sent  to  Chili  and 
Peru  in  any  one  year  ; and  this  has  a “hot-bed protection” 
at  the  cost  of  more  than  one  half  of  its  whole  amount. 
The  like  occurs  as  to  cur  navigation  in  the  Mediter- 
ranean, in  which  sea  we  always  have  a squadron  to 
defend  it. 

The  fact  is,  that  the  leather , and  boots  and  shoes  ex- 
ported from  the  United  States,  and  chiefly  to  the 
West  Indies,  are  of  about  as  great  value  to  the  nation 
as  the  trade  with  the  Pacific — butthe  sons  of  St.  Cris 
pin  must  not  be  put  in  opposition  to  the  followers  o 
Mercury,  though  probably  they  really  contribute  as 
much  to  the  public  treasury  as  the  favored  class  does, 
without  drawing  any  thing  out  by  way  of  protection 
unless  as  common  to  the  people  at  large.  If  the  ma- 
nufacturers of  leather  aud  of  boots  and  shoes,  for  the 
export  trade,  were  to  ask  250,000  dollars  a year,  that 
“ their  interest  might  be  looked  after,”  what  would 
we  say?  But  why  are  they  not  as  well  entitled  to  it 
as  the  merchants?  Does  a yard  of  cloth  cost  less,  or 
a barrel  of  flour  fetch  more,  because  it  is  brought 
hither  or  sent  hence  in  an  American  vessel,  or  will 
the  first  pay  more  duty,  in  aid  of  the  revenue,  on  that 
account?  Certainly  not.  Commerce  pays  no  revenue 
— it  is  consumption  that  pays  all;  but  the  capital  and 
labor  vested  in  commerce  and  navigation  is  protected 
by  the  national  arm  and  the  national  purse,  and  we 
say  it  is  well — still  contending,  however,  that  other 
branches  of  the  national  industry,- and  especially  that 
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of  agriculture , the  parent  and  the  nurse  of  all,  should 
not  be  neglected.  “Let  all  alone or  pn'otect  all.  We 
acknowledge  no  privileged  classes. 

Yet — look  at  this  simple  fact:  the  fisheries  are  the 
nursery  of  navigation,  and,  on  that  account,  the  fish- 
ermen receive  allowances  to  the  amount  of  100  cr 

150.000  dollars  a year,  because  of  the  duty  levied  on 
salt  imported,  and  it  is  no  matter  whether  the  fish 
cured  be  exported  or  not;  but  no  allowance  is  made 
for  beef,  pork  and  bacon,  even  if  exported — they  are 
the  products  cf  the  agriculturalists,  who,  certainly, 
are  as  worthy  of  protection  as  the  fishermen.  And 
the  value  of  the  beef  and  pork  exported  last  year  was, 
at  least,  one  half  more  than  that  of  the  fish — or  as 

1.500.000  dollars  are  to  1,000,000. 

British  bounty  ex  exports.  A correspondent  ex- 
presses his  surprise  that  some  members  of  congress 
should  be  so  ignorant,  as  they  appear,  as  to  the  bounty 
on  glass,  allowed  by  the  British  government — and 
says  that  he  himself,  until  a few  years  since,  was  a 
large  importer  of  that  article,  on  which  he  always  re- 
ceived a bounty  in  addition  to  the  drawback.  He  states 
the  following  case— -“I  had  purchased  for  me,  in  Ire- 
land, a quantity  of  glass,  worth  about  400/.  sterling. 
It  was  sent  to  Liverpool  for  re-shipment  to  the  United 
States.  On  its  arrival  there,  it  was  taken  by  the  cus- 
tom-house or  excise  officers  and  weighed,  and  charged 
with  a duty  of  9Ss.  per  100  lb.  or  about  465/.  When 
it  was  re-shipped,  the  aforesaid  465/.  was  allowed  as 
a drawback,  and  then  a bounty  given  of  25 s.  per  100  lbs. 
— which  bounty  was  enough  to  pay  the  freight,  insur- 
ance, cost  and  charges,  of  every  description,  on  the 
passage  of  the  glass  from  Ireland  to  the  United  States, 
to  pay  the  duties  here,  and  actually  place  the  ware  in 

my  store  in , for  eighteen  dollars  less  than  it  cost  in 

Dublin!"  He  adds,  however,  that  when  this  opera- 
tion was  discovered  by  the  British  agents,  they  caused 
a stoppage  of  the  allowance  of  a bounty  on  Irish  glass, 
but  it  remains  on  the  English.  “The  common  prac- 
tice is,  to  buy  the  glass  and  have  it  invoiced  at  the  net 
price,  giving  to  the  manufacturer  the  drawback  of  9Ss. 
on  the  100  lbs.  of  glass,  and  the  bounty  of  25s.  on  the 
same*  both  which  are  deducted  from  the  foot  of  the 
invoice;  and  he  suggests  that  the  duty  on  glass  import- 
ed ought  to  be  7 cents  per  pound — five  cents  to  meet 
the  British  bounty,  and  two  cents  for  the  encourage- 
ment of  the  American  manufacturers ; and  supposes  it 
is  only  by  a specific  duty  on  the  pound,  thatthe  frauds 
ot  importers  can  be  checked.  It  is  no  matter  whether 
the  glass  is  cut  or  plain,  for  the  cutting,  he  says,  can 
be  as  well  and  as  cheaply  done  in  the  United  States  as 
any  where  else. 

The  draicback  is  allowed  on  account  of  the  excise 
— the  bounty  is  given  for  the  encouragement  and  sup- 
port of  the  British  manufacturers  against  the  compe- 
tition of  those  of  France,  Germany,  See. 

The  southern  fisheries.  In  the  debate  on  the 
tariff,  Mr.  Webster  is  reported  as  having  “remarked 
“ with  severity  on  the  doctrine,  that  a balance,  result- 
“ ing  from  a comparison  of  the  amount  of  exports  and 
“ imports  to  any  country,  shews  whether  we  gain  or 
“lose  by  trade  with  that  country;  which  he  (lenomi- 
“ nated  jargon  and  nonsense.  We  export  nothing  to 
“the  South  seas,  and  bring  hack  great  amounts  from 
* them — so  the  balance  of  trade  is  against  us.  Is  it 
“ thus  a losing  trade?” 

From  these  remarks  of  Mr.  Webster,  we  would 
naturally  conclude  that  the  produce  of  our  southern 
fisheries  was  entered  at  the  custom-house  and  trea- 
sury as  imports.and  not  exports;  on  an v other  idea 


he  would  be  totally  mistaken,  and  the  jargon  and  non* 
sense  would  be  put  down  to  the  other  side  of  the  ao- 
( count:  for,  if  the  produce  of  the  sea  is  credited  as 
• an  export  of  domestic  produce,  it  diminishes  the  im- 
. ports,  and,  according  to  his  doctrine,  turns  the  ba- 
lance of  trade  against  us,  so  far  as  that  item  can  af- 
fect it.  Now,  to  deal  fairly  with  the  argument  of  Mr. 
Webster,  on  one  side,  and  Mr.  Tod  on  the  other,  I will 
admit  that,  one  or  the  other  has  used  jargon  and  non- 
sense, and  with  whom  it  is  to  rest  shall  be  decided  by 
the  fact.  If  the  produce  of  the  southern  fisheries  are 
entered  as  imports,  and  Mr.  Tod  asserted  that  this 
surplus  of  imports  over  exports  to  the  South  seas  ex- 
hibited an  unfavorable  balance  of  trade,  then  he  did 
assert  jargon  and  nonsense;  if,  on  the  other  hand,  they 
are  entered  as  exports,  and  Mr.  Webster  asserted 
that  this  surplus  of  exports  over  imports  was  a balance 
against  us,  then  the  jargon  and  nonsense  are  his  own. 
This  is  certainly  a fair  statement  of  the  case.  Now 
for  the  proof  from  the  official  document: 

In  the  statements  of  the  commerce  and  navigation 
of  the  United  States,  for  the  year  ending  the  30th  of 
September,  1822,  pages  22  and  23,  is  an  account  of 
the  importation  of  oil  of  foreign  fishing — 

Spermaceti  - - - gals.  1,735*' 

Whale  and  other  fish  - - 1,1 94f 

In  all,  3,029  gallons;  not  one  gallon  from  the  South 
seas. 

In  page  66,  67,  &c.  is  “a  general  statement  of  goods, 
wares  and  merchandise,  of  the  growth,  produce  and 
manufacture  of  the  United  States,  exported, " See. 
Spermaceti  oil  7,610  gals,  value.  $6,060 

Whale  and  other  fish  oil  990,135  311,415 

Spermaceti  candles  399,925  lbs.  151,229 


Thus  we  export,  as  domestic  produce,  $46S,704 
the  proceeds  of  our  southern  fisheries,  exclusive  of 
the  sum  of  $666,731  worth  of  cod-fish,  and  they  are 
entered  as  exports  and  not  impm'ts,  as  domestic  and  not 
foreign  produce.  They  are  the  products  of  the  sea 
in  which  we  have  a common  property,  and  are  as 
much  domestic  articles  as  if  produced  from  our  soil; 
no  person  ever  alleged  the  contrary:  and,  with, 
this  document  before  him,  if  he  can  defend  his  re- 
marks, a gentleman  of  Mr.  Webster’s  high  standing 
ought  not  to  make  use  of  expressions  so  disrespectful 
to  the  opinions  of  others,  as  he  has  on  this  occasion. 
He  would  have  been  more  cautious,  had  he  known  the 
fact  of  the  produce  of  our  fisheries  being  entered  a£ 
the  produce  of  our  farms;  and  it  may  be  a salutary 
lesson,  in  the  future  discussion  of  the  tariff-,  to  teach 
members  to  look  more  to  facts  than  they  have  here- 
tofore done.  This  great  subject  of  the  balance  of 
trade  is  a mighty  simple  one — a mere  matter  of  fact, 
according  to  my  view  of  it;  and,  if  I am  wrong,  Mr. 
Webster,  or  any  other  gentleman  who  understands 
the  subject,  will  correct  me.  If  our  imports  exceed 
our  exports,  the  balance  of  trade  is  for  or  against  us 
according  to  this  result — do  our  exports  pay  for  our 
imports,  or  do  we  go  in  debt  for  the  balance  or  pay 
for  it  by  remitting  stocks,  &c.?  As  these  questions  am 
answered,  aye  or  no,  so,  in  my  opinion,  is  the  balance 
of  trade.  No  men  are  better  qualified  to  answer  them 
than  the  constituents  of  Mr.  Webster.  Are  American 
merchants  indebted  to  the  foreign,  or  the  foreign  to 
the  American?  Are  the  balances  settled  by  transmit- 
ting American  stocks  to  Europe,  or  European  stocks 
to  this  country?  Are  foreign  merchants  plaintiffs  in 
our  courts?  These  are  facts  to  be  ascertained — no 
reasoning  is  required;  no  book  on  political  economy 
can  enlighten  the  subject.  In  a word,  how  is  the  fact 
— do  our  exports  pay  for  our  imports?  Hcic  say  you,  mer- 
chants— aye  or  no?  T. 

*From  French  ports  on  Atlantic  1,694;  British  colo- 
nies 41. 

+Engl»od67;  Newfoundland  20:  British  col.  1,107. 
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P.  S. — I observe,  in  the  calculations  made  by  Mr. 
Webster,  he  states  the  first  cost  of  hemp  in  Russia  at 
$39.05  per  ton.  Now,  by  a reference  to  the  treasury 
tables,  the  cost  of  hemp  in  Russia  is  as  follows: — 
1(12,165  cwt.  valued  at  $930,405 — page  43  of  the  state- 
ments of  1822.*  This  is  equal  to  $115  per  ton.  These 
statements  are  made  from  the  returns  of  the  mer- 
chants under  oath;  yet  Mr.  Webster  has  his  statement 
from  a gentleman  of  experience  and  reputation.  Pray 
what  are  we  to  rely  on — who  and  what  are  we  to  be- 
lieve? As  the  treasury  statements  are  made  under 
oath,  and  that  made  to  members  of  congress,  not  on 
oath,  ought  we  not  to  believe  the  official  document? 
Facts  of  this  kind  have  a very  important  bearing  on 
the  propriety  of  increasing  the  duty  on  imported  ar- 
ticles, and  merchants  ought  to  be  careful  how  they 
state  them.  

Consistency.  A member  of  the  house  of  commons 
of  Norih  Carolina,  has  given  me  an  opportunity  of 
making  a few  remarks  on  a subject  of  some  political 
interest,  perhaps,  at  this  time,  as  the  coup  de  grace  to 
the  late  congressional  caucus. 

In  casting-  my  eye  over  the  “Raleigh  Register”  of 
the  23d  ult.  my  attention  was  arrested  by  seeing  my 
own  name  introduced  into  the  sketch  of  a speech  de- 
livered by  “Mr.  Bynum,”  when  “Mr.  Fisher’s  caucus 
resolutions”  were  under  debate.  It  appears  that  some 
gentleman  had  previously  spoken  favorably  of  me — 
for  Mr.  Bynum  said — “In  supportof  his  opinions,  the 
gentleman  makes  a long  quotation  from  Mr.  Niles’s 
Register,  which  he  seems  to  consider  as  perfectly  or- 
thodox. But  who  is  Mr.  Niles?  Fie  is  the  editor  of  a 
paper,  whose  sentiments  readily  accommodate  them- 
selves to  his  own  interest,  and  whose  opinions  vary 
"with  the  times.” 

This  simply  shews  that  Mr.  Bynum  knows  just  as 
much  of  me  as  I do  of  him — which  is  nothing  more  than 
his  name,  and  that  he  was  a member  of  the  house  of 
commons  of  North  Carolina.  But,  perhaps,  he  has 
read  in  the  “National  Intelligencer,”  or  “Richmond 
Enquirer,”  or  “National  Advocate,”  or  some  other 
paper,  a part  of  an  article  extracted  from  the  2nd  vol. 
of  this  work,  published  22d  May,  1812,  at  a time  when 
a declaration  of  war  against  Great  Britain  was  hourly  ex- 
pected, and  which  really  was  made  a few  days  after,  to  wit, 
on  the  18 th  of  June,  in  which  I said  that  “where  mea- 
sures AND  NOT  MEN  ARE  THE  OBJECT,  THE  PRACTICE  [of 

a caucus]  is  both  just  and  necessary;”  and  it  was  on 
this  condition  that  the  nomination  then  made  was  ap- 
proved of  by  the  republicans  generally. 

What  were  the  “measures”  at  that  time  contem- 
plated?— war  with  the  [to  us]  most  powerful  nation  in 
the  world ! — a trial  of  the  strength  of  our  very  constitution 
itself  The  state  of  things  was  such,  that  the  country 
would  have  been  indeliably  disgraced,  in  the  opinion 
both  of  the  federalists  and  republicans,  if  our  prepara- 
tions for  the  purpose  had  not  ended  in  war,  conces- 
sions'not  being  made;  and  the  complete  downfall  of 
the  republican  party  would  have  been  the  inevitable 
consequence,  at  least,  of  a wavering  policy  at  the  time. 
I would  respectfully  ask  Mr.  Bynum,  whether  these 
things  were  not  sufficient  to  tolerate  or  support  a cau- 
cus as  growing  out  of  the  necessity  of  the  times,  even 
though  I had  disapproved  of  the  practice?  Would  he 
“sit  quietly  in  the  cave  of  the  Cyclops,  while  the  thun- 
derbolts of  war  were  forging  against  his  country?” 
Would  he  stand  with  his  arms  folded  to  calculate  the 
expediency  of  a procedure,  when  a moment’s  delav 
might  be  fatal  to  himself  and  his  friends?  If  his  house 
were  on  fire,  would  he  quarrel  with  a man  for  putting 
it  out,  even  though,  on  the  emergency,  he  might  do  it 

*The  tables  for  1S23,  page  50,  shew  an  import  from 
Russia  of  1 1 1,348  c\Vt.  or  5,567  tons  of  hemp,  valued 
at  $646,270,  or  $116  per  ton.  It  is  probable  that  my 
correspondent  had  not  access  to  this  document. 

[Ed.  Reg. 


contrary  to  etiquette,  and  bring  him  to  trial  for  it,  as 
the  Lilliputians  arraigned  Gulliver?  Would  he  have  had 
gen.  Jackson  to  have  sent  a messenger  from  New  Or- 
leans to  Washington,  to  know  if  it  was  expedient  to  de- 
clare military  law,  when  the  British,  for  “booty  and 
beauty,”  w ere  marching  on  him  and  his  few  and  has- 
tily collected  and  badly  furnished,  though  gallant  com- 
panions in  arms.  No — no;  Mr.  Bynum  wTould  do 
none  of  these  things,  and  yet  he  charges  me  with  an 
accommodating  disposition  because  I tolerated  the  cau- 
cus of  1812,  w hen  we  were  as  at  war,  and  oppose  that 
of  1824,  when  we  have  profound  peace;  because,  in 
the  first  instance,  the  most  momentous  “measures” 
were  to  be  affected,  though,  in  the  second,  no  “mea- 
sures” are  set  forth  at  all,  as  requiring  the  aid  of  a 
caucus  to  concentrate  the  force  of  party.  The  first 
was  a contest  for  principles ; the  second  has  become 
a grovelling  struggle  for  men. 

My  opinion  of  the  caucus  system  never  has  changed.  I 
am  as  willing  to  support  a caucus  for  the  preservation 
of  “measures”  as  ever  I was;  but  the  ucabaV’  and  “com- 
hination ” of  IS  16,  which  was  so  severely  reprehended 
by  Messrs.  Gales  and  Seaton  at  the  time,  strengthened 
and  decided  the  opinion  w hich  I had  held  for  many 
years — that,  when  persons  caucussed  for  the  support 
of  men,  the  practice  was  liable  to  every  species  of  cor- 
ruption and  intrigue,  and  ought  not  to  be  suffered. 

But,  again— the  whole  number  of  republican  mem- 
bers in  congress  in  1812,  was  133 — of  these  82  went 
into  caucus  and  nominated  Mr  Madison,  as  if  una- 
nimously. The  whole  number  of  republican  mem- 
bers in  1824,  (on  the  say-so  of  Messrs.  Gales  and  Sea- 
ton), is  216 — of  these  only  66  went  into  caucus,  62 
of  whom  voted  for  Mr.  Crawford. 

I appeal  to  Mr.  Bynum,  whether  there  is  not  almost 
as  much  difference  in  -the  political  value  of  the  recom- 
mendation of  1812,  compared  with  that  of  1824,  on 
account  of  the  republican  force  shewn  at  the  meetings 
respectively,  as  for  reason  of  the  different  state  of  the 
country  and  condition  of  parties,  in  the  years  vjust 
above  given?  The  first  was  a meeting  of  a large  ma- 
jority of  the  republican  members  of  congress — the  se- 
cond a meeting  of  a small  minority  of  the  same;  51 
were  absent  from  the  one,  and  150  were  absent  from 
the  other!  Now,  might  not  a person  approve  the  act 
of  a majority  of  his  party,  and  disapprove  the  act  of 
a minority  of  the  same,  without  the  suspicion  of  in- 
consistency? I should  think  so! 

However,  suppose  that,  for  the  reasons  assigned,  I 
have  changed  my  opinions  about  congressional  caucus- 
es in  the  space  of  twelve  years , (at  least  one  third  of  the 
period  allotted  to  man  in  a state  of  supposed  maturity 
of  intellect) ; has  Mr.B.not  changed  his,  on  any  subject, 
within  that  time?  If  not,  he  must  have  been,  or  now  is, 
a prodigy ! But  Meu'ton  and  Jefferson  suffered  changes 
of  opinion,  for  they  yielded  -to  the  lights  of  science 
and  progress  of  knowledge  : and  Columbus  too — if  re- 
flection had  not  caused  a change  in  his  opinions,  it  is 
possible  that  the  honorable  member  of  the  house  of 
commons  of  North  Carolina  and  myself  would  not 
have  been  here  to  speak  and  wrritc  about  caucusses! 
But  who  would  think  of  imputing  such  tilings  as  moral 
wrongs  committed  by  the  great  men  named?  fVash- 
ington  also  changed  his  opinion — lie  took  up  arms  to  re- 
sist the  oppressions  of  the  “mother  country,”  hut  re- 
tained them  to  make  his  own  independent.* 

*There  is  another  who  has  changed  his  opinions,  on  a 
much  more  interesting  subject  than  that  of  caucus, 
and  in  less  than  half  a dozen  years — I mean  the  pre- 
sident of  (lie  college  of  South  Carolina,  Dr.  Cooper, 
about  the  necessity  and  expediency  of  encouraging 
and  protecting  domestic  manufactures,  on  the  im- 
portance of  which  he  went  much  further  than  I ever 
have  done,  though  he  now  is,  and  for  some  years  past 
has  been,  as  severely  opposed  to  them  as  any  other 
gentleman  of  the  south:  and  will  Mr.  Bynum  ac- 
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Let  us  conic  a little  nearer  home.  The  giant  sup- 
porters of  the  caucus  of  1824  are  two  senators  of  the 
United  States  t oho  opposed  that  of  1812,  when  our  country 
was  actually  at  war,  and  the  union  of  the  republican  par- 
ty seemed  indispensable  lo  the  success  of  the  contest — others, 
perhaps  several  members  who  attended  the  caucus  on 
the  14th  February  last,  are  like  conditioned,  I oppos- 
ed these  men  with  all  my  might  in  1812,  and  oppose 
them  now — yet  we  have  changed  sides.  Whether  I 
was  on  the  right  side  when  supporting  Mr.  Madison, 
as  really  being  the  republican  candidate,  and  am  on  the 
wrong  one  now  for  opposi  ng  the  proceed  ings  of  a frag- 
ment  of  the  party,  Mr.  Bynum  will  determine  as  he 
pleases.  But  surely,  he  will  be  more  just  than  to  in- 
sinuate that  I am  a time-server,  accommodating  my 
principles  to  my  interests,  and  suffer  these  grand  dig- 
nitaries to  escape  his  censure!  Come  on — and  say, 
whether  these  gentlemen,  who  joined  our  powerful 
and  well-organized  political  opponents  when  we  were 
at  war , are  more  excusable  for  that  act  than  1 am  for 
thinking  that  a minority  ought  not  to  rule  now!  1 
hope  that  the  gentleman  will  not  fail  to  think  of  this 
— and  I will  assure  him  further,  that,  perhaps,  every 
one,  (or,  with  only  one  or  two  exceptions),  of  the 
dozen  and  half  a dozen  persons  in  Baltimore  who 
now  support  the  caucus,  were  the  opponents  of  that 
of  1812,  if  then  resident  here  and  old  enough  to  take 
a part  in  the  contest  that  we  had — and  it  will  be  re- 
collected that  they  supported  a gentleman  as  an  anti- 
caucus elector  of  president,  who  received  S45  votes 
out  of  3,477. 

But  I will  give  the  gentleman  a modern  instance, 
and  also  in  the  “editors  of  a paper,1’  my  friends, 
Messrs,  Gales  and  Seaton,  whose  consistency  he  will 
not  impeach,  seeing  that  they  now  arc  the  chief  scribes 
in  the  service  of  his  nominating  majesty — king  Cau- 
cus. 

In  1816,  they  said,  speaking  of  the  caucus  held  in 
that  year — 

“So  strongly  impressed,  indeed,  are  we  with  the  con- 
viction that  the  sense  of  the  people  was  not  truly  represent- 
ed in  that  meeting!  [the  congressional  caucus]  from 
whatever  causes,  that  our  confidence  in  the  expediency  of 
this  mode  of  collecting  the  general  sentiment  is  shaken , we 
hud  almost  said  destroyed! ! /” 

No  v,  at  the  caucus  of  1S1G,  Mr.  Monroe  had  65 
votes,  out  of  the  13S  republican  members  that  there 
were  in  congress — whereas,  at  the  late  meeting,  Mr. 
Crawford  had  only  64  votes,  (proxies  included),  out 
of  the  216  republican  members  of  congress.  If  the 
former  did  not  represent  the  “sense  of  the  people,” 
it  is  impossible  that  the  latter  should. 

Again — “With  regar  a to  the  proposition  to  refer  the 
presidential  question  directly  to  the  people,  it  is,  at 
at  this  day,  so  novel  a one,  that  we  scarcely  knowhow 
to  pronounce  an  opinion  on  it.  If  it  were  practicable, 
there  can  be  no  doubt,  it  would  greatly  narrow  the  scope 
for  intrigue  and  venality;  and  would,  besides,  by  relieving 
congress  from  the  task  of  taking  cognizance  of  this  question, 
contribute  greatly  to  the  economy  of  their  time,  and  to  the 
independent  exercise  of  their  high  duties , It  xoould,  more- 
over, prevent  the  possibility  of  the  popular  will  being  defeat- 

couni  this  a crime  in  the  doctor?  No — no;  certain- 
ly, no.  I intend,  before  long,  to  take  up  a communi- 
cation made  to  me  on  this  subject  and  to  examine  the 
matter  at  large — not  because  Dr.  Cooper  has  changed 
lus  opinions,  but  to  shew  that  he  is  essentially  mista- 
ken, or  misinformed,  in  what  he  sets  forth  as  the 
reasons  of  such  change. 

SCj^Since  the  preceding  note  was  in  type,  the  edi- 
tor lias  received  a letter  from  Dr.  Cooper,  more  par- 
ticularly giving  reasons  for  his  change  of  opinion. — 
When  the  matter  is  referred  to,  this  letter  shall  receive 
the  attention  that  is  due  to  its  learned  and  distinguish- 
ed writer,  though  I cannot  accord  with  him  on  the 
present  occasion. 


cd  by  a CABAL,  which  is  NOW  possible,  to  say  the  least 
of  it,  when  that  will  is  not  so  unanimous  that  no  man 
can  pretend  to  doubt  it.”  Is  the  public  will  now  “so 
unanimous  that  no  man  can  pretend  to  doubt  it?” 
Will  Messrs  Gales  and  Seaton  answer?  Will  Mr. 
Bynum  answer,  for  them? 

Further — “ We  are  not  disposed  to  become  the  vindica- 
tors of  congressional  nominations  of  candidates  for  the  pre- 
sidency. The  result  of  the  meeting  of  last  winter  clearly 
proves  to  us,  (because  it  then  nearly  happened),  that 
the  public  sentiment  may  not  always  be  clearly  or  correctly 
indicated  by  a majority  of  those  members  of  congress  who 
choose  to  attend  such  meetings.'1' 

This  is  enough  for  the  editors  of  the  “Intelligen- 
cer”— it  is  not  worth  while  to  repeat  the  odious  terms 
they  heaped  on  the  heads  of  those  who  supported  Mr. 
Crawford  in  1816,  saying  that  “no  means  were  too 
humble  to  aid  their  objects"  cf  getting  him  nominated. 

With  these  remarks,  I shall  leave  Mr.  Bynum  to 
make  such  reflections  on  the  subject  as  belong  to  the 
facts  which  1 have  laid  before  him,  that  he  may  recon- 
cile himself  to  himself  in  the  best  way  that  he  can. 
His  arrow  feli  pointless  at  my  feet,  and  I only  took  it 
up  to  examine  the  material  out  of  which  it  was  made, 
for  the  instruction  or  amusement  t)f  others. 

New  Y ork.  A legislative  caucus  was  held  at  Alba- 
ny on  the  evening  of  the  6th  inst.  for  the  nomination 
of  suitable  persons  to  serve  as  governor  and  lieut. 
governor  of  the  state  of  New  York.  There  were  pre- 
sent 106  members  of  the  senate  and  assembly,  and, 
on  the  first  ballot,  col.  Samuel  Young  received  60 
votes,  Joseph  C.  Yates,  the  present  governor,  45,  and 
there  was  one  blank.  On  the  ballot  for  lieut..  go- 
vernor, Erastus  Root  had  75  votes,  Mr.  James  Burt  2 1 , 
and  there  were  six  scattering.  The  whole  number 
of  the  members  of  both  houses  is  158 — so  that  52 
were  absent  on  every  account. 

This  nomination  is  thought  to  have  a strong  bearing 
on  the  presidential  election,  and  itis positively  stated 
that  gov.  Yates  has  been  beaten,  in  the  caucus,  in  con- 
quence  of  his  opposition  to  the  passage  of  a law  for 
giving  the  election  of  electors  of  president  to  the  peo- 
ple. This  appears  to  have  been  admitted  in  the  de- 
bate. And  against  col.  Young  it  was  urged,  that  he 
was  favorable  to  the  election  cf  Mr  Clay  to  the  pre- 
sidency, and  that  his  (the  colonel’s)  friends  had  deter- 
mined to  support  him  for  governor,  whether  he  re- 
ceived the  nomination  or  not;  but,  notwithstanding, 
when  the  ballot  was  had,  it  was  resolved  unanimously, 
that  he  should  be  recommended  as  the  candidate  of 
the  republican  party.  The  editor  of  the  “National 
Advocate,”  considering  the  nomination  as  being  “re- 
gularly” made,  comes  out  in  favor  of  it,  and  speaks  of 
col.  Young  in  the  most  respectful  terms,  though  bear- 
ingwitness  to  the  “incorruptible  integrity  and  repub- 
lican conduct  of  gcv.  Yates.” 

Some  of  those  absent  from  the  caucus  are  said  to 
have  been  so,  because  they  thought  the  proceeding- 
altogether  wrong.  There  appears  to  have  been  much 
warmth  in  the  meeting,  and  gov.  Yates  was  spoken  of 
by  his  friends  as  being  a “sacrifice” — and,  though 
that  might  be  necessary,  there  was  no  good  reason  for 
supporting,  as  his  successor,  a person  who  was  “no  - 
toriously his  implacable  and  bitter  personal  enemy.” 
Mr.  Baldwin,  who  nominated  col.  Young,  declared 
that  “his  honorable  friend  had  never  been  with  ihc 
enemy  on  the  electoral  law.”  The  N".  Y.  “American” 
intimates  that  a convention  will  be  called,  composed  of 
persons  fresh  from  the  people,  the  nomination  by 
whom  will  settle  all  disputes;  and  observes,  that,  as 
no  attempt  was  made  to  sanction  the  cocg?-.  ■.•si  on  a!  cn  u- 
c-us , [an  object  so  much  desired!]  tiie  best  possible 
evidence  is  afforded  that  that  caucus  party  is  in  the 
minority.  If  this  shall  turn  out  to  be  the  fact,  the 
partial  objects  of  the  congressional  caucus  .will  have 
totally  failed — seeing  that  it  was  got  up  for  the  diree- 
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tion  of  New  York  and  Pennsylvania,  about  which  I 
have  yet  something  to  say. 

Another  meeting  of  the  members  of  the  New  York 
legislature  was  to  have  been  held  last  evening — for 
what  purpose  is  not  stated. 

West  Indies.  Nearly  all  in  the  islands  in  the  West 
Indies,  (Hayti  excepted),  appear  to  be  in  a state  bor- 
dering on  revolt  and  massacre — the  English  and 
French  are  especially  agitated.  The  dreadful  day  an- 
ticipated by  all,  and  esteemed  as  of  certain  arrival, 
sooner  or  later,  seems  close  at  hand.  Great  efforts, 
however,  are  making  to  keep  down  the  insurrectiona- 
ry spirit.  The  free  people  of  color,  heretofore  the 
great  shield  of  the  white  population,  are  supposed  to  be 
generally  disaffected — they  are  intelligent  and  nume- 
rous. Both  England  and  France  have  largely  added 
to  their  military  forces  in  these  islands ; but  there  is  one 
man  who  can  determine  their  fate.  Happily,  he  does 
not  appear  willing  to  interfere  with  it. 

Turnpike  roads.  There  are  3,611  miles*  of  turn- 
pike roads  in  Scotland,  which  produce  an  annual  in- 
come of  129,6351.  or  an  average  of  331.  per  mile,  per 
annum;  but  the  average  expenditure,  (with  interest)  is 
421.  per  mile;  so  there  is  an  average  loss  of  91.  per  mile. 
Great  improvements  have  lately  been  made  in  the 
construction  and  repair  of  such  roads. 

London.  The  length  of  the  streets  of  this  city  now 
lighted  by  gas,  is  two  hundred  and  fifteen  miles.  This 
is  only  the  length  of  the  main  pipes — those  which  en- 
ter private  houses,  &c.  not  being  included.  The  ma- 
nufacture  of  this  gas  consumes  between  30  and  40,000 
chaldrons  of  coal. 


Exquisite  skill.  An  English  paper  says — At 
Messrs.  Joseph  Rodgers  and  Son’s  cutlery  manufac- 
tory, Sheffield,  there  are  twelve  pair  of  the  smallest 
scissors  ever  manufactured;  they  are  of  the  most  beau- 


The  capitals  are  to  be  the  same  as  before.  No  per- 
son is  to  be  a director  who  is  not  a citizen  and  a stock- 
holder, or  who  is  an  officer  of  the  state  government, 
nor  can  any  person  be  a director  of  two  banks. 

The  directors  are  not  to  issue  notes  and  incur  debts 
beyond  double  the  amount  of  stock,  actually  paid  in, 
and  if  they  do  so,  they  are  to  become  liable  for  the 
debts,  in  their  private  property.  They  are  to  present 
the  stockholders  with  a statement  of  the  affairs  of  the 
bank,  on  the  first  Tuesday  of  November  in  each  year. 
They  are  not  to  make  any  dividends  exceeding  the 
net  profits  which  have  accrued,  and  if  they  make  a 
dividend  which  impairs  the  capital  stock,  they  then 
become  individually  liable  for  the  debts  of  the  bank. 

The  banks  may  purchase  and  hold  government 
stocks  and  treasury  notes,  to  an  amount  not  exceed- 
ing one  fifth  of  their  capital  stock:  except  the  Phila- 
delphia and  Northern  Liberties  banks,  which  may- 
loan  according  to  the  provisions  of  the  former  char- 
ter of  the  Philadelphia  bank.  They  are  to  issue  no 
notes  of  a denomination  above  Jive  dollars.  They'  are 
to  present  the  state  legislature  an  annual  statement  of 
their  affairs,  designating  the  capital  stock  paid  in,  the 
notes  discounted,  the  bills  in  circulation,  the  specie  on 
hand,  the  deposits,  debts  due  to  other  banks,  real  es- 
tate and  other  property  held,  &c. 

If  specie  payments  are  refused,  the  bank  refusing  is 
to  forfeit  its  charter,  and  to  pay  6 per  cent,  interest 
on  the  amount  of  notes  presented  and  not  paid. 

While  a bank  refuses  specie  payment  the  directors 
are  to  make  no  dividend  and  issue  no  notes,  under  pe- 
nality- of  becoming  individually  responsible  for  the 
debts  of  the  bank. 

The  banks  are  to  pay  S per  cent,  of  their  annual  di- 
vidends as  a bonus  to  the  state,  except  the  Farmers’ 
and  Mechanics’  bank,  which  is  to  give  a bonus  of 
70,000  dollars  at  the  outset,  and  nothing  afterwards. 

The  banks  chartered  are  to  loan  one  fifth  of  their 


capital  to  farmers  and  mechanics,  on  mortgages  of 
real  estate.  They  are  also  to  loan  one  fifth  of  their 
hiful  workmanship,  and  are  quite  perfect,  although  not ! capital  to  the  state,  if  required. 

one  eighth  of  an  inch  long;  the  whole  of  them  do  not  ! The  Franklin  Gazette  of  the  1st  inst.  says — On  Tues- 
iweigh  one  grain.  I day,  the  house  of  representatives,  almost  unanimously, 

i postponed  indefinitely  the  resolution  for  the  purchase. 

The  state  of  Massachusetts,  has  thirty-  j of  two  copies  of  Binns’  declaration  of  independence. 

The  dividends  i iCfp’The  reason  of  this  rejection,  we  understand  to 


Banks. 

five  banks  in  operation  at  this  time. 


declared,  for  the  last  six  months — were  as  follows — \ be,  because  Mr.  Binns  caused  a fac  simile  of  his  own 
One  4|  per  cent,  three  4;  three  3^;  three  34; ! hand  writing  to  be  inserted  on  the  same  plate  that 


fourteen  3;  one  2-23;  one  2-25:  six 


Their  aggregate  ca- 
$11,843,025  00 
423,466  32 
16,431,553  26 
3,785,491  00 
1,1 7S, 892  30 
54,290  55 
3,602,314  24 


Two  no  dividends  declared. 

©i  al  amounts  to 

Their  whole  real  estate, 

Debts  due  to  them, 

Bank  bills  in  circulation. 

Specie,  on  hand, 

Contingent  or  reserved  fund 
Balance  due  to  depositors, 

Massachusetts,  in  1820,  had  a population  of  521,725 
persons,  it  contains  7,250  square  miles,  averaging  72 
souls  to  the  mile,  being  the  most  densely  settled  state 
in  the  union. 

Pennsylvania.  Fromthe.  Columbian  Observer.  The  act 
which  has  recently  passed  the  legislature,  renews  the 
charters  of  the  following  banks,  viz:  Carlisle,  Cham- 
bersourg,  Chester  county,  Commercial  of  Philadelphia, 
Delaware  county,  Easton,  Farmers’  of  Bucks  county. 
Farmers’  of  Lancaster,  Germantown,  Gettysburg, 
Harrisburg,  Pittsburgh,  Lancaster,  Mechanics’  of  Phi- 
ladelphia, Brownsville,  Montgomery  co.  Northampton, 


one  2J.  i held  those  of  the  signers  of  the  declaration,  though 
placed  in  a very  proper  position,  if  proper  to  be  plac- 
ed on  the  plate  at  all. 


Law  cases.  Brief  notices  of  some  of  the  late  de*- 
eisions  of  the  supreme  court  of  the  United  States. 

From  the  New  York  Statesman.  We  perceive,  by  the 
Evening  Post  of  last  evening,  that  Josef  Perez,  the 
pirate,  who  was  tried  in  this  city  last  autumn  for  an 
alleged  piracy  off  the  coast  of  Cuba,  is  again  to  be 
tried.  We  have  the  printed  trial  before  us,  and  the 
leading  facts  which  carried  the  case  to  the  supreme 
court  of  the  United  States  are  simply  these:  Perez 
was  tried  on  an  indictment  in  the  circuit  court  of  the 
United  States,  before  judge  Thompson  and  judge  Van 
Ness.  Judge  Thompson  charged  the  jury,  and  they 
retired  to  make  up  their  verdict;  it  being  near  eight 
o’clock  in  the  evening.  After  being  out  about  one 
hour  and  a half,  they  returned  to  the  court,  and  the 
foreman  declared  that  they  had  not  agreed  on  a verr 
diet,  and  that  there  was  no  probability  that  they  ever 
could  agree.  Judge  Thompson,  with  the  consent  of 
Schuylkill,  of  Philadelphia,  Westmoreland,  York,  Far-  judge  Van  Ness,  then  directed  the  jury  again  to  retire 
rners’  of  Reading,  and  Farmers’  and  Mechanics’  of  and  agree  on  a verdict.  About  half  past  ten  o’clock, 
Philadelphia.  the  jury  again  came  into  court  with  the  same  report 

— — * — as  before,  that  they  had  not  agreed;  and  that  itseem- 

*The  account  says  that  those  of  several  counties  are  ed  utterly  impossible  that  they  ever  should  agree, 
omitted,  and  that  die  length  of  all  such  roads  is  about  They  were  then  discharged,  and  Pqrez  was  remand^ 
4,300  njiles.  \ tp  prison. 
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A case  was  then  made  "and  carried  to  the  supreme  i those  officers  promoted,  or  who  entered  the  service 
court  of  the  United  States;  and  the  question  to  be  j since  1814 


This  document  furnishes  an  example  of 


e dan- 
ers  are 


decided  was,  the  power  of  the  court  to  discharge  the  | _ 

iury,  and  the  right  to  bring  Perez  to  a second  trial  af-  ! gers  and  vicissitudes  to  which  our  naval  <;! 
ter  bcin0- once  arraigned  and  formally  tried.  The  su- ! exposed.  Even  in  time  of  peace  they  atc  cat,  Dut 
pretne  court  have  decided  that  the  circuit  court  had  a j in  time  of  war  their . exertions  and  exposures  arc 
' right  to  discharge  the  jury,  and  that  Perez  must  be  greater,  and  consequently  their  liability  to  contract 
tried  again.  diseases  or  meet  a violent  death. 

Of  the  case  of  the  U.  S.  bank  against  the  state  of 
Ohio,  the  same  paper  says — The  court  have  decided 
Uiat  the  bank  of  the  United  States  may  sue  and  pro- 
secute in  the  circuit  courts  of  the  United  States  by 
virtue  of  its  charter,  and  that  the  provision  in  the  char- 
ter giving  the  power,  is  a constitutional  provision.  The 
court  also  reviewed  their  former  decision  in  the  case 
of  the  bank  vs.  McCulloh,  nad  at  the  close  of  the 
opinion  alluded  to,  expressed  their  convictions  of  the 
correctness  of  the  doctrine  laid  down  in  McCulloh’s 
case. 

From  the  New  York  Evening  Post — It  has  been  decid- 
ed, by  the  supreme  court  of  the  United  States,  that 
in  all  cases  when  applications  are  hereafter  made  in 
the  district  courts  of  the  United  States  to  repeal  let- 
ters patent,  there  must  be  a jury  trial;  that  the  process 
to  repeal  patents  shall  be  a scire  facias , and  that  re- 
cords shall  be  made  up  as  in  other  cases.  Hence,  all 
the  proceedings  can  be  removed  from  the  district 
to  the  circuit  courts  by  writs  of  error.  The  prac- 
tice is,  therefore,  settled  throughout  the  United 
.States. 


U.  S.  ship  Wasp.  Navy  department,  March  21, 
1824 — In  January,  1822,  notice  was  given,  in  several 
newspapers,  to  the  survivors , heirs  and  legal  representa- 
tives, of  the  officers  and  crew  of  the  United  States’ 
late  ship  Wasp,  Johnston  Blakely,  esq.  commander, 
to  apply  to  this  department  for  their  respective  shares 
of  the  proceeds  of  the  cargo  of  the  prize  ship  Ata- 
lanta.  Many  availed  themselves  of  the  notice,  and 
received  the  amount  to  which  they  were  entitled. 
The  few  who  have  not  yet  preferred  their  claims,  are 
again  invited  to  make  immediate  application  to  the  se- 
cretary of  the  navy.  The  proof  required  to  support 
each  claim,  is,  simply,  a certificate  of  some  judge  of  a 
court  of  record,  that  the  person  or  persons  claiming  the 
prize  money,  are,  according  to  the  laics  of  the  state  in  which 
they  reside , solely  entitled  to  the  same. 

Claimants  will  please  to  apply  directly  to  the  de- 
partment, the  employment  of  an  agent  being  unnecessary. 

[I  like  the  words,  “the  employment  of  an  agent  be- 
ing unnecessary.”  It  shews  that  the  present  secre- 
tary intends  to  do  the  business^of  the  office  himself, 
or  make  others  do  it,  without  the  intervention  of  a 
“fcorer.”] 

LaFayette.  The  following  interesting  letter  to 
Dr.  Thachcr , the  author  of  the  highly  interesting 
journal  of  a surgeon  in  the  revolutionary  war,  is  pro- 
bably the  latest  communication  from  La  Fayette,  (no 
longer  marquis,  since  he  disclaims  the  title),  which 
has  reached  this  country. 

La  Grange,  Jan.  12,  1824. 

Dear  sir:  Your  most  welcome  favor  of  June  12th, 
and  the  precious  gift  which  accompanied  it,  have 
ty-six  gunners,  sixteen  carpenters,  sixteen  sailmakers,  been  a long  time  on  the  way  to  me,  but  they  have 
together  with  such  number  of  petty  officers,  seamen,  been  received  with  lively  gratitude,  and  have  afford- 
ordinary  seamen  and  boys,  as  the  public  exigencies  ed  me  inexpressible  delight.  Old  dear  recollections, 
may  require,  to  be  determined  and  assigned  to  the  happy  years  and  beloved  friends,  have,  at  once,  re- 
different  navy  yards,  stations  and  vessels  in  the  navy,  appeared  before  me.  The  form  of  a journal  is  most 
under  the  direction  of  the  president  of  the  United  pleasing  to  a contemporary  brother  soldier,  who  loves 
States  -.Provided,  however , That  the  president  may  in- j to  enjoy,  day  by  day,  every  remembrance.  I want 
crease  the  number  of  officers  in  all  the  grades,  ex-  j words  to  tell  you  how  happy,  how  deeply  interested  I 
cept  the  two  first  before  enumerated,  not  exceeding!  have  been  in  the  perusal  and  re-perusal  of  your  ex- 
pne  third  of  the  number  annexed  to  each  grade.  cellentbook;  nor  do  I hesitate  to  proclaim  the  impres- 

sion  it  has  made  up#n  me;  although  the  particular 

From  the  Rhode  Island  Jhneri-  kindness  with  which  I have  been  treated,  ought  to  put 


The  navy.  From  the  National  Intelligencer  of  March 
31 — A bill  was  yesterday  reported,  to  re-esrganize  and 
fix  the  navy  peace  establishment  of  the  United  States. 
The  first  section  of  the  bill  provides  as  follows: 

“That  the  naval  establishment  of  the  United  States 
shall  consist  of  one  vice  admiral,  two  rear  admirals, 
twenty  eight  captains,  twenty-five  masters  command- 
ant, one  hundred  and  forty-nine  lieutenants,  fifty-one 
sub-lieutenants,  ten  chaplains,  forty  surgeons,  fifty- 
six  surgeons’  mates,  forty  pursers,  nineteen  sailing 
masters,  six  second  masters,  four  hundred  masters’ 
mates  and  midshipmen,  twenty-six  boatswains,  twen- 


Naval  memoranda. 


ran.  “Of  the  22  captains  in  the  navy  list  of  1814,  i me  on  my  guard  against  the  charge  of  grateful  partiali- 

10  are  dead — of  the  18  masters  commandant,  2 are  j ty.  I thank  you,  my  dear  sir,  for  the  justice  you  have 
dead  and  16  promoted — of  the  105  lieutenants,  43  are  j done  to  my  filial  love  for  our  venerated  commander 
dead  and  40  promoted — of  44  lieutenants  commission-  ! in  chief,  to  the  mutual  affection,  which  bound  me  to 
od  July  24,  1813,  23  are  dead — of  the  43  surgeons, ! my  companions  in  arms,  and,  namely,  to  that  dear 
22  dead  or  resigned — and  of  the  44  surgeons’  mates,  i light  infantry,  many  of  whom  are,  no  doubt,  still  liv- 

11  have  been  promoted,  and  27  are  dead  or  out  of  ing  in  your  part  of  America,  although  so  many  of  my 

service — of  39  pursers,  17  are  dead  or  resigned — of  brother  generals  of  the  line  are  now  no  more.  1 
the  chaplains,  none  remain  in  the  service — 455  mid-  1 thank  you  for  having  related  the  testimonies  of  good 
shipmen,  1 18  promoted,  28  “passed  for  promotion,”  j will  with  which  I have  constantly  been  blessed  by  the 
and  283  dead  or  out  of  service — of  the  remaining  26  i people  of  the  United  States  and  their  representatives, 
midshipmen  on  the  list  of  1814,  who  have  not  passed  • Nor  can  I refrain  from  thanking  you  for  the  quota- 
for  promotion,  one  has  been  in  service  19  years,  one  I tions  of  some  expressions  of  a farewell  speech  to 
15  years,  two  thirteen,  and  twelve  12  years.  The  date  j congress,  which  proves  luckily  adapted  to  the  noble 
of  the  senior  captain’s  commission  is  1799;  of  the  I part  the  United  States  are  now  taking. in  defence  of 
senior  master  commandants — 1814;  of  senior  lieu- j American  independence  and  freedom,  against  Euro- 
tenant’s, 1809;  of  the  senior  surgeon’s  1799;  of  pcan  despotism  and  aristocracy  • * * * *■ 


the  senior  surgeon’s  mate,  1S05;  of  the  senior  mid 
shipman’3,  1805.  In  stating  the  number  of  promotions, 
we  do  not  take  into  account  those  who  may  have 
been  promoted,  and  died  between  1814  and  *1824 — 
nor,  in  the  number  of  deaths  have  we  included  any  of 


■*  * * You  invite  me,  dear  doctor, 

to  the  happy  shores  where  so  many  unutterable  emo- 
tions await  me.  Far  I am  from  giving  up  the  delightful 
hope.  At  this  moment  a sense  of  duty  keeps  me  on 
the  European  side  of  the  Atlantic-. 
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Your  dedication  to  my  excellent  friend  Brooks  has  sured  that,  oh  following  the  example  of  their  breth- 
given  the  book  additional  merit  forme.  Receive  the  ren  who  have  preceded  them  in  the  noble  cause  of 
expression  of  my  gratitude,  attachment,  regard  and  arms,  they  will  always  remain  faithful  to  the  princi- 
good  wishes.  La  Fayette.  pies  of  honor  which  arc  in  them  an  innate  virtue.  We 

joyfully  embrace  this  agreeable  opportunity  to  re- 

Degradeb  Switzerland.  Until  a few  years  past,  new  to  you  the  assurance  of  our  perfect  esteem  and 
I never  could  hear  the  name  of  Switzerland  mention-  sincere  regard.  We  pray  to  God,  dear  and  great 
ed  without  exciting  a feeling  of  affection— but  the  friends  and  allies,  to  have  you  in  his  holy  keeping, 
continued  practice  of  hiring  her  own  people  to  fight  Written  in  our  palace  of  the  Tuileries,  on  the  17th 
for  despots— mere  hirelings,  at  so  much  per  head,  like  day  of  the  month  of  December,  in  the  year  of  grace, 
hogs  are  sold,  and  the  apparent  ease  with  which  she  1823,  and  the  29th  of  our  rei*n.  Your  zood  friend 


has  become  inhospitable  and  barbarous,  at  the  request 
of  her  neighbors,  have  caused  me  to  regard  her  peo- 
ple no  more  than  others — even  the  slaves  of  Alex- 
ander, the  “magnanimous.” 

Frankfort  papers  to  the  16th  inst.  were  received  in 
London.  They  contain  the  following  important  do- 
cuments respecting  the  recent  measures  adopted  in 
Switzerland,  with  regard  to  the  removal  of  foreign- 
ers from  the  Swiss  territory.  The  letter  of  the  king 
of  France,  and  the  ordinance,  appeared  officially  in 
the  Gazette  of  Soleure: 

“decree. 

“1.  Every  foreigner  shall,  within  twenty-four  hours 
after  his  arrival  in  the  canton,  present  himself  to  the 
police,  deliver  his  passport,  and  state  his  place  of  re- 
sidence: unless  he  had  done  both  on  his  arrival  in  the 
capital,  or  at  the  office  of  the  mayor  in  the  first  com- 
mune that  he  entered. 

“2.  Foreigners  who  wish  to  remain  more  than  three 
weeks  after  their  arrival  will  be  referred  by  the  lieu- 
tenant of  the  police,  to  the  alien  office. 

“3.  No  foreigner  shall  be  allowed  to  reside  in  the 
canton,  unless  he  has  a regular  passport,  or  legal  do- 
cuments from  his  own  government.  Those  who  be- 
long to  states  that  have  ministers  in  Switzerland,  shall 
have  their  passports  countersigned  by  their  respective 
legations. 

“4.  Foreigners  who  shall  settle  in  the  canton  with- 
out permission;  keepers  of  lodging  houses,  inns  and 
others,  who  shall  receive  foreigners  without  such  per- 
mission, shall  be  visited  with -a  punishment  which 
may  amount  to  250  florins  fine,  and  four  days  im- 
prisonment. 

“5.  A foreigner  who  has  been  sent  out  of  the  can- 
ton and  shall  return,  may  be  arrested  by  the  gens- 
darmes  and  brought  over  the  frontiers  into  prison, 
and  is  liable  to  a penalty  not  exceeding  250  florins 
fine,  and  four  days  imprisonment.  If  the  offence  is 
repeated  the  penalty  may  be  doubled.” 

“Letters  from  the  king  of  France  tojhe  Swiss  cantons. 
“To  our  dear  and  great  friends  and  allies,  the  presi- 
dent and  deputies  of  the  twenty- two  cantons,  in  the 
general  diet  of  the  Swiss  confederation. 

“Louis,  by  the  grace  of  God,  kin^cf  France  and  Navarre: 
“My  dear,  great  friends  and  allies — we  felt  a lively 
pleasure  at  the  receipt  of  your  letter,  in  which  you 
congratulate  us  on  the  events  which  have  restored  the 
king  of  Spain  to  his  rights.  The  attachment  and  fideli- 
ty which  you  have  always  shown  to  our  person  and 
our  family,  left  us  no  doubt  of  the  interest  you  took 
in  the  happiness  which  we  felt  from  such  rapid  and 
brilliant  success.  We  are  particularly  affected  by 
the  sentiments  you  express  for  our  much  beloved  ne- 
phew the  duke  of  Angouleme.  Divine  Providence 
has  visibly  favoured  our  enterprize.  To  it  we  owe 
our  thanks,  that  our  efforts  have  been  crowned  with 
success,  and  the  worthy  son  of  our  adoption  has  tri- 
umphed. It  will,  wc  trust,  complete  its  work,  and 
cause  tranquility,  happiness,  and  a wise  liberty  to 
follow  the  misfortunes  which  have  afflicted  Spain. 
We  are  happy  to  be  able  to  speak  to  you  of  the  good 
conduct  of  the  Swffes  troops  who  took  part  in  this  cam- 
paign. Their  discipline  and  bravery  were  remarked 
by  the  prince  generalissimo,  who  bestows  on  them 
the  praises  they  merit.  We  expect  no  less  from  their 
'zeud  in  the  service  of  our  crown.  And  we  are  as- 


and  ally, 

(Signed)  Louis. 

Chateaubriand.” 


General  appropriation  Bill. 

Abstract  of  the  act  making  appropriations  for  the 
support  of  government,  for  the  year  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  twenty-four. 

Legislative — 

For  the  compensation  of  members  of  con- 
gress, their  officers  and  attendants,  &c . S453,8  72 
Contingents — fuel,  stationary,  printing,  &c.60,700 


Library  of  congress  1,950 

Executive — 

The  president  25,000 — vice  president  5000  30,000 
Dept,  of  state — the  secretary  6,000 

his  clerks  15,900 

messengers  1 ,400 

incidentals — printing  laws,  &c.  27,350 

Dept,  of  the  treasury — the  secretary  6,000 

his  clerks  11,150 

messengers  1,050 

First  comptroller  3,500 

his  clerks  17,850 

the  messengers  1,050 

Second  comptroller  3,000 

his -clerks  9,750 

messenger  700 

First  auditor  3,000 

his  clerks  13,200 

messenger  700 

Second  auditor  3,000 

his  clerks  14,400 

messenger  700 

Third  auditor  3,000 

his  clerks  23,350 

messengers  1,050 

Fourth  auditor  3,000 

his  clerks  16,050 

messenger  700 

Fifth  auditor  3,000 

his  clerks  14,150 

messenger  700 

The  treasurer  3,0Q0 

his  clerks  6,400 

messenger  700 

Commissioner  of  the  gen.  Land  office  3,000 

his  clerks  22,550 

extra  do.  3,000 

messengers  1,050 

Register  3,000 

his  clerks  22,350 

messengers,  &c.  1,150 

Secretary  to  the  com.  of  the  sinking  fund  250 
Contingent  expenses  of  the  various 

branches  of  the  treasury  department  26,150 
"Watchmen  &c.  of  state  and  tr’y  buildings  1,900 
Department  of  war — the  secretary  6,000 

his  clerks  22,600 

messengers  1,050 

Paymaster  general’s  clerks  3,100 

his  messenger  7r00 

Com.  gen.  of  purchaser’s  clerks  2,800 

his  messenger  700 

Adjutant  general’s  clerks  2.150 
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Clerks  in  the  ordnance  office  2,950  Legislative  council  of  Michigan 

do.  in  that  of  the  com.  gen.  of  subsistence  2,150  j Contingents  in  Michigan 


do.  in  that  of  the  chief  engineer 
do.  in  that  of  the  surgeon  general 
Contingent  expenses  of  the  department 
Department  of  the  navy — the  secretary 
his  clerks 
messengers 

Contingents  of  the  office 
Commissioners  of  the  navy  board 
the  secretary 
clerks,  &c. 
messenger 
contingents 

Watchmen  of  the  war  and  navy  offices 
General  post  office — P.  M.  general 
Two  assistant  P.  masters  general 
clerks 
messengers 
contingents 
Surveyor  general 
his  clerks 

Surveyor  south  of  Tennessee 
his  clerks 


1,080 

1,200 

2,500 

6,662 

2,350 

3,000 


2.150  . Secretaries  to  land  commissioners  in  Florida 

1.150  j Legislative  council  of  Florida,  &c. 

7.000  i For  certain  medals. 

6.000  Draftsman  and  two  colorers  in  gen.  land  office 
S,200  And  be  it  further  enacted , That  the  several  sums 
1,050  hereby  appropriated,  shall  be  paid  Gut  of  any  money 
2,500  j in  the  treasury,  not  otherwise  appropriated ; Provided , 

10,500  j however  j That  no  money,  appropriated  by  this  act, 
,000  shall  be  paid  to  any  person  for  his  compensation  who 


7,550 

700 

1,800 

2,150 

4.000 

5.000 
24,300 

1,050 

4.000 

2.000 
2,100' 
2,000 
1,700 


Surveyor  in  Illinois,  Missouri  and  Arkansas  2,000 


his  clerks 
Surveyor  in  Alabama 
his  clerks 

Commissioner  of  the  public  buildings 
Officers  and  clerks  of  the  mint 
Incidentals  and  contingents 
Persons  employed  therein 
Governor,  judges  and  secretary  of  Michigan 
territory 

Contingent  expenses 

Governor,  judges,  &c.  of  Arkansas  territory 
Contingent  expenses 

Governor,  judges,  See.  of  Florida  territory 
Commissioners  on  land  claims  therein 
Chief  justice  and  his  associates,  and  district 
judges 

Attorney  general 

his  clerk 

Reporter  of  the  supreme  court 
District  attorn ies  and  marshals 
Expenses  of  all  the  courts,  for  jurors,  witnesses 


2,000 

2,000 

1,500 

1,500 

9,600 

7,775 

9,400 


is  in  arrears  to  the  United  States,  until  such  person 
shall  have  accounted  for,  and  paid  into  the  treasury, 
all  sums  for  which  he  maybe  liable:  Provided , also, 
That  -nothing  in  this  section  contained,  shall  be  con- 
strued to  extend  to  balances  arising  solely  from  the 
depreciation  of  treasury  notes,  received  by  such  per- 
son to  be  expended  in  the  public  service;  but,  in  all 
cases,  where  the  pay  or  salary  of  any  person  is  with- 
held, in  pursuance  of  this  act,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of 
the  accounting  officer,  if  demanded  by  the  party,  his 
agent  or  attorney,  to  report  forthwith  to  the  agent  of 
the  treasury  department,  the  balance  due;  and  it 
shall  be  the  duty  of  the  said  agent,  within  sixty  days 
thereafter,  to  order  suit  to  be  commenced  against 
such  delinquent  and  his  sureties. 


& c.  in  aid  of  what  is  received  for  fines  and 
forfeitures,  Sac. 

Pensions 

Light-houses,  beacons,  buoys,  &c. 

Registers  and  receivers  of  the  land  offices 
Surveying  lands 
Centre  building  of  the  capitol 
Supreme  court  room — repairs 
Capitol  square,  improvement  of 
Footways  between  the  capitol  and  navy  office 
Books,  &c.  for  commissioners  of  loans 
Rent  and  repairs  of  a tenement  formally  occu- 
pied as  a temporary  residence  by  the  presi- 
dent 

For  registers  for  ships,  Sac. 

Sick  and  disabled  seamen,  in  foreign  ports 

Miscellaneous  claims 

Salaries  to  the  ministers  of  the  U.  S.  Sac. 

(in  Europe) 

“ America  and  Mexico 


Case  of  lieutenant  Weaver. 

The  “New-York  Gazette,”  referring  to  chancellor 
Sandford’s  opinion  and  decree,  published  in  the  last 
“Register,”  says — On  this  subject  we  have  no  re- 
marks of  our  OAvn  to  make,  as  the  public  will  draw 
8,736  ' their  own  conclusions.  Having,  however,  been  fur- 
350  | nished  with  a statement,  written  by  lieutenant  Wea- 
6,600  ver  to  one  of  the  navy  commissioners,  justice  requires 
350  ‘ of  us  to  notice  the  contents  of  an  official  communi- 

7.000  ; cation  which  the  complainant  in  the  case  assures,  us 
12,000  he  is  prepared. to  prove. 

The  statement  before  us  commences  with  expres- 
7S,400  ' sions  of  an  acuteness  of  feeling  which  can  be  easily 
3,500  imagined  by  an  honorable  man.  Lieutenant  Weaver, 
S00  seems  fully  aware  of  the  weight  which  the  chancel- 

1.000  lor’s  opinion  will  have  upon  the  public  mind,  and  the 
10,100  injury  which  may  result  to  him  from  the  harsh  terms 

i made  use  of  in  his  decision.  He  then  proceeds  to 


Outfits  of  ministers  and  secretaries 
Contingents  of  the  missions 
Agents  of  claims  at  London  and  Paris 
Commissioner  and  arbitrator  under  the  treaty 
of  Ghent,  (excluding  an  unexpended  appro- 
priation) 

For  carrying  into  effect  the  6th  and  7th  articles 

of  the  same  treaty  16,000 

Intercourse  with  the  Barbary  powers  30,000 

Contingents  of  foreign  intercourse  40,000 

Extra  clerks  in  the  general  post  office  939 


state — 

60.000  | That  the  reason  why  lieutenant  Weaver  left  the 
2,150  | Franklin,  was,  that  commodore  Stewart  had  promis- 

109,774  ed  him  the  first  lieutenancy;  a superior  power  how- 

39.000  ; ever  deciared  it  inadmissible,  on  account  of  the  ap- 

75.000  j plication  of  senior  lieutenants  for  this  situation.  Be- 

56.000  ing  unable  to  fulfil  his  engagement  with  lieutenant 
640  ; Weaver,  and  to  avoid  the  indelicacy  of  retaining  him 

2.000  : on  board  in  a subordinate  capacity,  the  commodore, 

5.000  1 at  lieutenant  Weaver’s  request,  allowed  him  to  ei> 

2.000  | gage  in  the  merchant  service,  with  a promise,  that  if 

he  went  into  the  Pacific  ocean,  that  he  should  have 
' his  friendly  countenance  and  protection,  and  that  he 
839  might  meet  him  at  Juan  Fernandez,  and  receive  the 

4.000  j advantage  of  his  convoy,  with  the  other  ships  from 

40.000  j New-York,  the  Canton  and  Post  Captain;  the  latter 

6.000 1 commanded  by  lieutenant  Baldwin,  of  the  navy, 
which  vessels  availed  themselves  of  the  same  convoy 

57,500  offered  to  the  America,  on  board  of  which  lieutenant 
Weaver  was  employed,  but  which  he  did  not  use. 
With  this  privilege,  and  the  proffered  kindness  of 
commodore  Stewart,  in  company  with  Mr.  William 
Porter,  of  this  city,  the  plan  was  submitted  to  Mr. 
Tibbits,  audit  was  agreed,  that  the  America  should  be 
loaded  with  flour  and  provisions,  (no  contraband  rf 
war,)  Mr.  Weaver  to  take  the  management  of  the 
ship  and  cargo  for  one  fourth  of  the  profits.  This,  he 
states,  is  what  officers  are  permitted  to  do  every  day; 
he  closed  the  contract,  and  put  his  initials  to  the 
agreement.  That  the  contract,  in  the  present  shape, 
was  kept  back  until  the  night  before  the  America 


36,000 

36.000 

20.000 

4,000 


2,500 
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sailed,  when  the  whole  of  the  parties  were  assembled  his  recovery.  At  length,  the  happy  event  was  made 
at  the  house  of  Mr.  Tibbits,  when  the  present  con-  known  by  Mr.  Forbes,  secretary  of  legation,  who  ap- 
traut  was  produced.  Lieutenant  Weaver  strenuous-  peared  in  the  name  of  Mr.  Rodney,  and  gave  notice 
]y  objected  to  the  insertion  of  commodore  Stewart’s  to  the  secretary  of  foreign  relations  that  he  was  re- 
name. In  reply,  it  is  stated,  the  parties  all  answered,  stored  to  health,  and  should  be  prepared  for  his  re- 
“there  is  nothing  here  stated  that  can  injure  commo-  ception  on  the  27th  of  December,  if  that  time  should 
do-  -*  Stewart — he  has  expressed  to  us  he  would  do  be  agreeable  to  the  government.  In  compliance  with 
every  thing  consistent  with  his  duty — he  has  made  this  intimation,  orders  were  issued  on  the  24tli  to  all 
these  promises — what  you  subscribe  does  not  bind  the  corporations  and  authorities  of  the  province,  that 
Stewart.”  Lieutenant  Weaver  yielded  and  affixed  they  should  assemble  on  the  27th,  and  be  present  to 
his  name,  observing,  that  he  would  sooner  perish  honor  this  solemn  ceremony. 

than  injure  commodore  Stewart:  and  here  Mr.  Wea-  At  one  o’clock,  in  the  afternoon  of  the  dayappoint- 
ver  remarks,  that  the  insinuation  of  the  chancellor,  ed,  the  chief  officer  of  the  minister  of  foreign  rela- 
that  commodore  Stewart  was  to  reap  a profit  from  tions,  accompanied  by  an  aid-de-camp  of  'the  go- 
Mr.  Weaver’s  private  and  personal  services,  is  totally  vernor  and  captain  general,  went  in  a coach  of  state 
groundless — that  he  is  an  honorable  man,  and  lieuten-  to  the  house  of  the  minister  plenipotentiary,  for  the 
an  c Weaver  freely  exonerates  him  from  any  pecuniary  purpose  of  taking  him  to  the  government  house.  The 
interest  in  this  transaction.  minister  and  secretary  of  legation  entered  the  coach. 

Lieutenant  Weaver,  observes  that  the  laws  for  the  and  at  that  moment  the  national  flag  was  hoisted,  and 
government  of  the  navy  have  been  his  constant  guide,  a salute  was  fired.  The  guard  of  honor,  stationed  at 
and  that  he  has  never  violated  these  laws.  That  it  j the  entrance  of  the  government  house,  composed  of  a 
was  for  personal  services  that  he  received  compensa-  j captain  and  company  of  artillery,  the  corps  dc  garde, 
tion  on  board  of  the  America,  and  the  term  bribe  does  j and  infantry,  received  the  minister,  rendering  him  the 
not  apply  to  him.  He  goes  on  to  state,  that  the  United  1 honors  of  captain  general,  and  greeting  his  presence 
States  stores  were  shipped  on  board  the  America  i with  a full  band  of  martial  music.  A deputation  of 
some  time  before  the  signing  of  the  contract,  and  by  j the  government,  consisting  of  Dr.  D.  Antonio  Escara- 
orders  from  government.  That  the  contract  is  dated  j nea,  member  of  the  tribunal  of  justice,  and  colonel 
back  the  24th  of  August,  and  that  it  was  not  seen  or  : D.  Pedro  Andres  Garcia,  waited  for  him  at  the  first 
signed  by  him  until  the  evening  of  the  third  of  Octo-  ; landing  of  the  staircase,  from  which  they  introduced 
be-,  the  night  before  he  sailed.  Lieutenant  Weaver  him  into  the  government  ball,  through  the  midst  of  a 
acquits  himself  of  any  intention  to  act  incorrectly;  and  numerous  concourse  of  citizens,  who  were  collected 
bitterly  laments  the  shape  in  which  the  transaction  is  by  the  novelty  of  the  occasion.  He  was  there  receiv- 
placedbefore  the  public,  and  hopes,  with  innocence  edby  the  governor  and  captain  general,  accompani- 
on  his  side,  to  make  it  appear  that  the  terms  of  the  . ed  by  the  minister  of  foreign  relations,  of  govern- 
chancellor  do  not  apply  to  him;  and  that  the  commu-  ment,  and  of  war,  and  by  the  most  distinguished  eor- 
-nitv,  ere  long,  will  view  the  subject  differently  from  porations  and  authorities,  namely,  the  tribunal  of  jus- 
the  chancellor:  that  the  remembrance  of  thirteen  +:™  +v'“  — 1 

years  of  honorable  service,  and  not  a trifle  of  blood 
shed  in  the  service  of  his  country,  are  not  to  be 
effaced  by  his  unsuspecting  transactions  with  men  of 
business;  and  that  the  stain  attempted  to  be  cast  upon 
bis  honor  will  be  wiped  away. 

Lieutenant  Weaver  concludes  his  letter  with  ex- 
pressing a wish  for,  and,  in  fact,  courting  ah  investi- 
gation of  his  conduct. 


Relations  with  Buenos  Ayres. 

TRANSLATED  FROM  A BUENOS  AYRES  PAFER. 

Public  reception  of  Mr.  Rodney,  as  minister  plenipoten- 
tiary to  the  government  of  Buenos  A yres . 

The  United  States  having  recognized  the  Indepen- 
dence of  such  of  the  South  American  governments, 
as  were  in  actual  possession  of  their  independence, 
the  government  of  the  said  United  States  has  appoint- 
ed their  respectable  citizen,  Ccesar  A.  Rodney , to  be 
minister  plenipotentiary  to  the  government  of  Buenos 
Ayres.  Mr.  Rodney  arrived  here  on  the  16th  of  No- 
vember, and  in  a few  days,  presented  the  credentials 
of  his  mission  to  the  secretary  of  the  government  and 
of  foreign  affairs.  After  these  had  been  examined 
with  that  deliberation  which  the  importance  of  the 
subject  required,  they  were  admitted,  and,  in  virtue 
thereof,  Mr.  Rodney  was  recognised  in  a public  and 
official  manner,  as  minister  plenipotentiary  from  the 
republic  of  the  United  States  to  this  government. 

It  was  deemed  necessary  immediately  to  give  to 
this  recognition,  so  remarkable  and  singular  in  its 
kind,  that  solemnity  which  is  customary  on  such  oc- 
casions, among  all  civilized  and  enlightened  nations; 
and  which  it  was  resolved  should  consist  of  a public  through  whom  I shall  reply  to  my  great  and  good 
entrance  and  reception  of  the  minister  in  one  of  the  friend,  the  president  of  the  United  States.” 
halls  of  the  government  house,  attended  with  such  i When  the  ceremony  was  closed,  the  governor  in- 
circumstances  of  splendor  as  were  suited  to  the  cere-  ! vited  the  gentlemen  to  be  seated,  and,  after  a few 
mony.  But  the  unexpected  ill  health  of  Mr.  Rodney  j minutes  conversation,  the  minister  plenipotentiary 
did  not  allow  this  purpose  to  be  carried  into  effect  so  j took  leave  of  the  governor,  the  ministers  present,  and 
soon  as  was  desired,  and  it  was  necessary  to  wait  for  [the  other  persons,  who  had  been  assembled  to  give- 


Li-VyOj  s^v.Ut/1  ai  3 clIJU  ULLlCiO  U1  lliC  di  ill  > , tiiv-' 

I department  of  police,  the  clergy,  the  officers  of  the 
J revenue  and  treasury  departments,  the  engineers, 

■ board  of  medicine,  and  other  distinguished  indi- 
viduals. The  minister  plenipotentiary  was  presented 
to  the  governor  by  the  minister  of  foreign  relations, 
who  indicated,  at  the  same  time,  the  lively  feelings 
with  which  the  novelty  and  grandeur  of  the  scene 
inspired  him.  Then  the  minister  plenipotentiary 
pronounced  an  address  in  his  own  language,  the  pur- 
port of  which  was  to  express  the  sentiments  of  his 
government,  and  the  pleasure  which  he  felt  in  being 
j the  organ  through  which  they  were  transmitted  to  his 
• excellency  the  governor;  adding  his  regret  at  having 
'■  been  obliged  to  defer  this  pleasure  by  reason  of  bis  ill 
'health.  This  address  was  interpreted  by  ihe  minis- 
i ter  of  foreign  relations;  after  which,  a letter  from 
| the  president  of  the  United  States  was  put  into  the 
hands  of  his  excellency,  and  was  interpreted  as 
follows: 

[Here  followed  Mr.  Rodney’s  credentials,  signed 
by  the  president  and  secretary  of  state.] 

After  this  was  read  and  interpreted,  his  excellency 
the  governor,  shewing  himself  deeply  affected  by  so 
| high  an  honor,  immediately  replied,  through  the  me- 
| dium  of  the  secretary  of  foreign  relations,  in  these 
words: 

! “Nothing  can  he  more  important,  nor  more  satis- 
! factory,  to  the  country  which  I have  the  honor  to 
| govern,  nor  indeed  to  myself,  than  this  testimony  of 
, friendship  on  the  part  of  the  first  American  nation. 

. It  shall  he  one  of  the  first  of  my  duties  to  make  suija- 
, ble  returns,  as  I shall  take  every  opportunity  to  prove. 
I have  alreadv  nominated  a minister  DleniDotentiary, 
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dignity  and  honor  to  the  ceremony.  He  was  then  pains  seems  to  have  been  spared,  to  extend  to  the  In- 
conducted  back  to  the  first  landing  on  the  principal  dians  the  full  benefit  of  the  law. 

staircase  where  he  had  been  received,  and  again  en-  All  the  schools  are  increasing,  and  so  urgent  is  the 
tered  the’ coach  with  Mr.  Forbes,  the  secretary,  with  wish  of  the  Indians  to  have  their  children  educated, 
the  chief  olficer  of  external  relations  and  government,  that  numerous  applications  are  refused,  from  the  li- 
and  the  aid  dc  camp  of  the  governor.  At  his  depar-  mited  means  which  the  schools  possess.  The  time  of 
ture,  the  <mard  formed  as  at  his  entrance,  paid  him  the  children  is  not.wholly  devoted  to  their  books  while 
the  same  honors,  and  the  military  band  played  a grand  at  school;  the  girls  are  instructed  in  such  arts  as  are 
inarch.  The  gentlemen  who  accompanied  Mr.  Rod-  suited  to  female  industry  in  civilized  life,  and  the 
nev  aw  him  back  to  his  dwelling.  The  national  flag  boys  are  required  to  devote  a part  of  their  time  in 
was  kept  hoisted  till  the  setting  of  the  sun.  acquiring  the  knowledge  of  husbandry.  The  advances 

This  happy  occurrence,  under  circumstances  of  of  male  and  female,  in  these  branches,  are  most  sa- 
public  alarm,  at  the  tragical  events  which  have  await-  tisfactory,  and  have  already  had  no  small  influence 
ed  the  liberal  party  in=the  peninsula,  has  infused  a in  inducing  their  parents  to  become  less  fond  of  an 
consolatory  spirit  into  every  rnind.  The  country  is  erratic  life,  and  more  inclined  to  have  fixed  residen- 
now  well  assured  that  the  distinction  of  American  is  ces,  and  rely,  for  their  support,  on  the  cultivation  of 
a bond  of  union  to  all  the  states  which  are  known  by  the  ground.  Such  has  been  the  effect  of  the  above 
that  name,  and  that  the  honor  of  the  Americans  at  the  > circumstances,  combined  with  some  others,  not  more 
north  must  be  a strong  pledge  that,  whatsoever  hostile  1 influential,  that  at  many  of  the  places  where  schools 
ft  rent  may  occur,  they  will  not  cease  to  he  our  ally,  have  been  established,  the  Indians  have  already  con- 
Moreover,  when  the  United  States  recognised  the  in-  structed  comfortable  dwellings,  and  now  cultivate 
-dependence  of  Spanish  America,  they  did  not  do  it  till  farms  of  considerable  extent.  They  have  become  the 
they  had  well  penetrated  the  purposes  of  the  Europe-  owners  of  property  necessary  to  agricultural  pursuits, 
an  cabinets,  and  found  it  to  be  settled  in  their  secret  and  for  the  conveniences  of  life, 
councils,  that  it  would  be  very  agreeable  to  their  in-  , The  committee  are  aware,  that  very  considerable 
terests.  aids  have  been  given  by  different  Christian  denomi- 

For  this  reason  we  confirm  the  intelligence  which  nations,  all  of  Avhom  feel  a deep  interest  in  the  pa- 
-sv-e  communicated  in  a recent  number  of  our  paper,  terrial  views  of  the  government.  But  the  committee 
relative  to  the  resolution  of  England  to  send  consuls  are  well  persuaded,  that,  had  the  government  afford- 
to  all  the  independent  governments  of  America;  and  ed  no  pecuniary  aid,  very  few,  if  any,  of  the  benefits 
venture  to  predict,  that  the  next  English  ship  of  Avar,  which  have  been  conferred,  would  have  been  expe- 
which  shall  arrive,  Avill  bring  a consul  general  to  this  rienced  by  the  Indians.  The  annual  appropriation  of 
nation:  ° ten  thousand  dollars  has  encouraged  the  benevolent 

and  pious,  in  many  parts  of  the  country,  to  form  as- 
: ' ~ 7 sociations  and  collect  donations,  with  the  view  of 

Congressional  Keport.  aiding  the  hnmane  purposes  of  the  government.  Hun- 

Jieport  of  the  committee  on  Indian  affairs,  who  were  in-  ! dreds  of  such  associations  are  now  in  active  operation; 
structed,  by  a resolution  of  the  house  of  representatives,  to  , and  they  are  much  cheered  in  their  exertions,  by  the 
inquire  into  the  expediency  of  repealing  the  act  making  ' rapid  advances  to  civilization  which  the  Indians  have 
provision  for  the  civilization  of  the  Indian  tribes , adjoin-  made. 

■ing  the  frontier  settlements  of  the  United  States,  8fc.  4'c.  j It  requires  hut  little  research  to  convince  every  can- 
r.iadt  March  23, 1 824.  ! did  mind,  that  the  prospect  of  civilizing  our  Indians 

The  committee  on  Indian  affairs,  to  whom  was  refer-  : was  never  so  promising,  as  at  this  time.  Never  Averc 
red  the  resolution  of  the  6th  of  January,  instructing  means,  for  the  accomplishment  of  this  object,  so  ju- 
them  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  repealing  an  diciously  devised,  and  so  faithfully  applied,  as  provid- 
aet,  entitled  “an  act  making  proA'ision  for  the  cm-  ed  in  the  above  act,  and  the  auxiliary  aids  which  it 
lization  of  the  Indian  tribes  adjoining  the  frontier  has  encouraged.  It  is  believed  to  be  an  essential 
settlements,  passed  on  the  3d  of  March,  1819,  part  of  any  plan  for  Indian  civilization,  that,  with  the 

Report:  That  they  have  examined  the  subject  em-  rudiments  of  education,  the  males  should  be  taught 
braced  by  the  resolution,  and  beg  leave  to  submit  the  the  arts  of  husbandry,  and  the  females  to  perform 
following  statement.  those  domestic  duties  Avhich  peculiarly  belong  to  their 

The  committee  ha\re  carefully  examined  the  mea-  stations  in  civilized  life.  The  attempts  which  have 
sures  which  have  been  adopted,  for  the  disbursement  heretofore  been  made,  many  of  which  have  failed, 
of  the  annual  alloAvance  made  by  this  laAV,  and  find  omitted  this  essential  part.  Many  zealous,  hut  en- 
triem  very  judicious,  and  such  as  are  best  calculated  thusiastic  persons,  Avho  have  been  most  conspicuous  in 
to  effectuate  the  benevolent  designs  of  the  govern-  ! endeavoring  to  reclaim  the  Indians,  persuaded  them  * 
raent.  Although  the  reports,  heretofore  made  by  the  ! selves  to  belie\re,  that,  to  secure  this  object,  it  was 
secretary  of  Avar,  contained  the  rules  by  which  the  \ only  necessary  to  send  missionaries  among  them  to 
sum  granted  was  to  be  apportioned  and  paid,  the  ; instruct  them  in  the  Christian  religion.  Some  of 
coimqittee  annex  them  to  this  report,  and  wish  them  J their  exertions  failed,  without  producing  any  salutary 
to  be  referred  to  as  a part  of  it.  The  committee  also  ; effect,  because  the  agents  employed  were  wholly  un- 
submit a statement,  shewing  the  different  sums  paid  j fitted  for  the  task.  Others,  though  productive  of  some 
to  the  Indian  schools  Avhich  have  been  organized,  and  good  effect  at  first,  eventually  failed,  because  their 
the  number  of  scholars  taught  at  each  school.  J missionary  labors  were  not  added  to  the  institutes  of 

From  this  statement  it  Avill  appear,  that  twenty-one  'education,  and  instruction  in  agriculture.  These  are 
schools  have  been  established,  all,  except  three,  since  | combined,  in  the  exertions  now  making;  and,  from 
the  passage  of  the  above  law,  and,  principally,  by  the  j the  good  which  has  been  done,  the  most  pleasing  an- 
means  by  which  it  affords.  At  these  schools  there  are  ! ticipations  of  success  are  confidently  cherished. — 
taught  more  than  eight  hundred  scholars,  Avhose  pro-  There  are  many  Indian  nations,  Avithin  our  bounda- 
gress  in  the  acquisition  of  an  English  education,  ex-  jries,  who  have  experienced  no  aid  from  these  efforts; 
ceeds  the  most  sanguine  expectations  that  had  been  ’ being  restricted  in  the  means,  the  benefits'  are,  con- 
formed. sequently,  limited.  But  the  committee  are  assured, 

Very  comfortable  school  houses  have  been  erected  that  the  continuation  of  the  appropriation,  seconded 
for  the  accommodation  of  the  different  schools,  and,  by  the  liberal  and  increasing  aids  Avhich  are  afforded 
in  most  cases,  convenient  dwellings  for  the  teachers,  i by  voluntary  contributions,  will,  gradually,  and  most 
So  far  as  the  committee  have  been  able  to  ascertain,  j effectually,  extend  the  benefits  of  the  law  to  the  re- 
the  plan  of  education  has  been  very  judicious,  and  no  I motest  tribe?  who  inhabit  our  extensive  domain; 
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This  will  be  a work  of  time;  and,  for  its  accomplish- 
ment, great  labor  and  perseverance  will  be  necessary. 
The  progress,  however,  of  this  work,  may  be  more 
rapid  than  any  can  now  venture  to  anticipate.  The 
instruction  and  civilization  of  a few  enterprising 
youths,  will  have  an  immense  influence  on  the  tribes 
to  which  they  belong.  As  the  means  are  constantly 
applied,  the  numbers  reclaimed  will  increase,  and  an 
increase  of  numbers  will  ensure,  in  a geometrical 
proportion,  success  for  the  future.  It  is  difficult  to 
say  what  may  not  be  accomplished,  under  such  cir- 
cumstances. No  one  will  be  bold  enough  to  denounce 
him  as  a visionary  enthusiast,  who,  under  such  aus- 
pices, will  look  with  great  confidence  to  the  entire 
accomplishment  of  the  object. 

The  civilization  of  the  Indians  has  been  viewed  as  a 
work  of  great  national  importance,  by  many  whose 
talents  and  public  services  have  rendered  illustrious 
the  annals  of  our  country.  This  was  an  object  of 
great  solicitude  with  Washington,  and  to  all  who  have 
succeeded  him.  Prior  to  the  passage  of  the  above 
law,  the  attention  of  congress  was  invited  to  the  sub- 
ject, in  almost  every  annual  message  from  the  exe- 
cutive. If  the  policy  of  this  measure  were  consider- 
ed, merely  as  a question  of  pecuniary  interest,  it  Is 
believed  that  but  few  would  hesitate  to  sanction  it. 
That  it  inculcates  the  most  friendly  disposition,  on 
the  part  of  the  Indians,  no  one,  well  informed  on  the 
subject,  will  venture  to  deny. 

They  understand  the  motive  of  the  government,  and 
properly  appreciate  it.  So  far  as  the  benefits  of  this 
policy  are  extended,  will  this  feeling  be  cherished,  and 
it  affords  the  safest  guarantee  against  future  wars. 
To  say  nothing  of  the  valuable  lives  which  have  been 
lost  in  the  Indian  conflicts  we  have  had,  how  much 
treasure  has  been  expended  in  our  defence!  More 
money  w'as  expended,  in  protecting  the  exposed  parts 
of  our  country,  from  Indian  depredations,  during  the 
late  war,  than  would  be  required,  if  judiciously  ap- 
plied, to  secure  the  great  plan  of  Indian  civilization. 

Shall  we,  from  recent  injuries,  indulge  a spirit  of 
hostility  against  these  unfortunate  people?  The  prin- 
ciples of  humanity,  and  the  dignity  of  our  government, 
forbid  it.  There  is  much  in  their  condition  to  excite 
our  sympathies,  as  men,  and  our  protection,  as  legis- 
lators. They  have  been  driven  from  this  wide  do- 
main, to  a territory  far  less  desirable,  and  of  limited, 
extent.  They  are  constantly  receding,  as  we  are  ad- 
vancing. 

The  Indians  are  not  now,  what  they  once  were. 
They  have  partaken  of  our  vices,  more  than  our 
virtues.  Such  is  their  condition,  at  present,  that  they 
must  be  civilized  or  exterminated;  no  other  alter- 
native exists.  He  must  be  worse  than  a savage,  who 
can  view,  with  cold  indifference,  an  exterminating 
policy.  All  desire  their  prosperity,  and  wish  to  see 
them  brought  within  the  pale  of  civilization.  The 
means  which  have  been  adopted,  and  of  which  the 
law  in  question  is  the  foundation,  seem  the  most  li- 
kely to  obtain  the  desired  result.  They  should  not, 
therefore,  be  abandoned.  7 he  passage  of  this  law 
was  called  for  by  many  of  the  peop.e  in  the  most 
populous  and  influential  sections  of  our  country 
Their  wishes  were  made  known  in  language  that 
evinced  a deep  interest — an  interest,  not  produced  by 
a momentary  excitement,  but  the  result  of  much  re- 
flection, and  a high  sense  of  moral  duty.  It  may  be 
said,  emphatically,  that  the  passage  of  this  law  was 
called  for  by  a religious  community.  They  were 
convinced  of  the  correctness  of  tine  policy,  in  a poli- 
tical point  of  view,  and,  as  Christians,  they  felt  the 
full  force  of  the  obligations  which  duty  enjoined. 
Their  zeal  was  tempered  by  reason.  No  fanciful 
schemes  of  proselytism  seem  to  have  been  indulged. 
They  formed  a correct  estimate  of  the  importance  of 
‘heir  undertaking,  and  pointed  to  the  mo  t judicious 


means  for  the  accomplishment  of  their  wishes.  Since 
the  passage  of  the  law,  hundreds,  and  thousands,  have 
been  encouraged  to  contribute  their  mite  in  aid  o the 
wise  policy  of  the  government.  However  the  various 
denominations  of  professing  Christians  may  differ  in 
their  creeds  and  general  doctrines,  they  all  unite  in 
their  wishes  that  our  Indians  may  become  civilized. 
That  this  feeling  almost  universally  prevails,  has  been 
declared  in  language  too  unequivocal  to  admit  of 
doubt.  It  has  been  seen  in  their  words,  and  in  their 
actions. 

The  committee  believe,  that  such  demonstrations 
are  not  to  be  regarded  lightly;  that  the  national  le- 
gislature will  treat  them  with  the  highest  respect. 
If  a sectarian  zeal  had  had  any  agency  to  produce 
this  general  interest,  it  would  be  less  entitled  to  se- 
rious considerations.  But  such  a contracted  feel- 
ing seems  to  have  had  no  influence ; a more  noble  and 
Christain  motive  has  been  cherished.  All  unite  to 
second  the  views  of  the  government,  by  ameliorating 
the  condition  of  our  Indians.  They  are  taught  the 
first  rudiments  of  education,  the  duties  which  apper- 
tain to  man  as  a member  of  civil  society,  and  his  ac- 
countability as  a moral  agent.  Repeal  this  law,  and 
these  exertions  are  not  only  paralyzed,  but  destroyed. 
The  Indians  will  see,  in  such  an  act,  that  we  will  feel 
less  for  their  prosperity,  than  our  professions  have 
encouraged  them  to  believe:  and  such  an  impression 
cannot  fail  to  produce  the  most  injurious  consequen- 
ces. 

From  the  various  lights  in  which  the  committee  have 
viewed  the  policy  of  this  law,  they  are  convinced  that 
it  is  founded  in  justice,  and  should  not  be  repealed. 
They,  therefore,  submit  to  the  house  the  following  re- 
solution: 

Resolved , That  it  is  inexpedient  to  repeal  the  law 
making  an  annual  appropriation  of  ten  thousand  dol- 
lars for  the  civilization  of  the  Indians. 

Extract  of  a letter  from  the  secretary  of  tear,  to  the  hon. 

John  McKee. 

“In  answer  to  the  first  part  of  the  inquiry,  ‘how  the 
appropriation  for  civilizing  the  Indians  has  been  ap- 
plied, and  with  what  effect;  and  whether,  in  my  opi- 
nion, the  fund  can  be  withdrawn  without  injury,5  I 
would  respectfully  refer  you  to  the  reports  of  this  de- 
partment, to  the  house  of  representatives,  of  the  15th 
January,  1820.  Sth  February,  1822,  and  the  24th  Jan- 
uary last.  The  first  of  these  reports  may  be  found 
in  state  papers,  1st  session  16th  congress,  vol.  3.  No. 
46;  the  second  in  state  papers  1st  session  17th  con- 
gress, vol.  6.  No.  59;  and  the  latter,  having  been  made 
during  the  present  session,  and  printed,  it  is  presum- 
ed, is  in  the  possession  of  each  member  of  the  com- 
mittee. In  answer  to  the  latter  part  of  the  inquiry,  I 
have  to  state,  that  the  societies,  in  co-operation  with 
whose  benevolent  efforts  the  fund  referred  to  has 
been  applied,  have  made  considerable  establishments 
in  the  Indian  country,  for  the  purpose  of  effecting  the 
object  of  the  appropriation,  and  incurred  heavy  ex- 
penses, under  the  expectation  of  a c ontinuance  of  the 
aid  which  they  have  received  from  the  government. 
The  Indians  also  have  become  interested  in  these  es- 
tablishments, and  would,  no  doubt,  feel  greatly  disap- 
pointed, if  they  are  not  continued.  Should  the  fund, 
therefore,  be  withdrawn,  it  is  my  opinion  that  the 
measure  would  not  only  be  productive  of  serious  loss 
to  these  societies,  but  of  the  most  injurious  effects  to 
our  Indian  relations,  and  that,  both  as  it  regards  policy 
and  justice,  it  would  not  be  advisable  to  adopt  it  at 
this  time. 

“I  enclose,  for  your  information,  a statement  re- 
lative to  the  establishments  in  the  Indian  country,  for 
the  purposes  of  civilization,  which  has  been  prepared 
from  official  documents. 

“I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  most  obedient  ser- 
[ vant,  “J.  C.  CALHOUN.*- 
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Statement  in  relation  to  the  establishments  in  the  Indian 
country , for  the  purpose  of  civilizing  the  Indians. — 
JVumes  and  sites  of  stations , and  by  whom  established. 
When  established.  Number  of  scholars  at  the  last  re- 
port. Sum  annually  allowed  by  the  United  States  foi' 
tuition.  Number  of  missionary  family.  Whole  ex- 


pense  during  last  year. 

When 

No. 

Sum 

No. 

Ex- 

Names  and  sites  of  stations. 

estab- 

lished. 

scho- 

lars. 

allow- 

ed. 

family,  pense. 

School  at  Cornwall,  Con  * 

1817 

35 

1438 

00 

000 

Braiiiard,  Cberoket  nation, Ten1 

* 1817 

84 

1200 

42 

7,632 

Elliot,  Choctaw  nation* 

1818 

80 

1200 

12 

9,73  s 

Nrw-ll.  do.* 

1821 

15 

350 

00 

668 

Ma>h*w.  do.* 

1822 

66 

800 

10 

15,706 

Dwight,  Cberokees,  Arkansas ,* 

1820 

50 

600 

9 

6.  41 

Fort  Wavne.  Ind.  & Michi  I" 

1S20 

40 

200 

10 

3.000 

Vail-  s Towns,  Cherokees,  Ten.'!  1820 

50 

500 

26 

3,000 

Tinsawatte,  do.t 

1321 

25 

250 

00 

000 

Withington  Creek  nationt 

1823 

40 

600 

7 

3,000 

On  ida  l.ationt 

1820 

24 

5C0 

00 

000 

Tuskarora  nation.  New-York§ 

1819 

45 

450 

00 

000 

Seneca  nation,  do.$ 

1819 

31 

450 

6 

2,451 

Union.  Osages,  Arkansas) 

1820 

12 

250 

30 

6 700 

Harmony.  Osagf-s.  Missouri^ 

1822 

17 

250 

41 

4,680 

Wyandotts,  near  Up.  Sandusky!; 

1821 

60 

5C0 

00 

1950 

Spring  PlaCf  Cberoke.  s,  TenA 

1801 

20 

300 

00 

744 

Monroe,  Chickasaw  nation** 

1821 

54 

500 

12 

2,675 

Charity  Hail.  doff 

1822 

21 

400 

00 

608 

Ott<>w  as,  Miama  of  the.  Lake+t 

1823 

00 

300 

21 

OCO 

Florissant,  Missouri 

1823 

00 

800* 

CO 

000 

(Ej*The  expenses,  over  and  above  the  amount  allowed  by  the 
government,  are  paid  ky  the  respective  societies. 

Eighteenth  Congress — first  session. 

SENATE. 

April  1.  On  motion  of  Mr.  Taylor,  of  Virginia,  the 
bill  ‘‘providing  for  the  settlement  of  certain  pecunia- 
ry claims  against  the  United  States,”  was  taken  up 
for  consideration. 

Mr.  Taylor , of  Virginia,  spoke  in  support  of  the  hill. 
He  adverted  to  the  numerous  evils  of  deciding  private 
pecuniary  claims  against  the  United  States,  in  con- 
gress;he  conceived  that  itwould  notbe  difficult  to  find 
a remedy.  There  was  no  individual  who  must  not  be 
convinced  of  the  impropriety  of  deciding  trival  claims 
by  congress.  Such  trials  diminished  the  dignity  of 
the  legislature,  and  would  be  likely  to  avert  from  it 
the  affections  of  the  people.  It  would  save  the  time 
of  congress  to  be  directed  to  higher  objects,  such  as 
the  important  reports  from  the  different  offices.  Mat- 
ters of  importance  were  so  mingled  up  with  trivialities, 
that  sufficient  attention  was  not  paid  to  them.  It  had 
been  suggested,  that  a board  of  commissioners  ought 
to  be  appointed  for  this  purpose.  This  plan  was  not 
liable  to  so  many  objections  as  their  trial  by  congress 
— but  this  would  have  its  attendant  evils.  At  present, 
rejected  claims  cost  more  than  those  which  are  allow- 
ed. ?dany  are  acknowledged  to  be  bad;  but  yet,  year 
after  year,  they  are  before  congress.  In  this  respect, 
a board  of  commissioners  would  be  better  than  con- 
gress. It  is  said  that  the  people  have  always  a right 
to  petition  congress.  He  denied  the  position.  To 
obtain  the  passage  of  general  laws,  they  might  have 
that  right;  but  not  to  make  repeated  appeals,  on  pri- 
vate claims.  He  spoke  of  the  practice  in  courts  of 
justice,  where  claims,  when  once  decided,  could  not 
again  be  brought  up.  It  was  not  consonant  with  the 
principles  of  liberty  to  allow  these  ex  parte  trials;  in 
which  a case  was  too  often  gained  by  teasing , rather 
than  by  its  justice.  The  practice  was,  as  Mr.  T. 
thought,  at  variance  with  the  constitution.  The  Unit- 


*Estaidished  by  the  American  board  of  foreign  missions,  Boston. 
"fB\  i be  Baptist  general  convention. 

JBy  tlie  Hamilton  Baptist  missionary  society. 

( By  tb-  New  York  united  foreign  missionary  society. 
fBy  tbr  Methodist  Ohio  conference. 

^By  f!ie  United  Brethren. 

**By  the  Synod  of  South  Carolina  and  Georgia. 

‘H’By  the  Cumberland  missionary  society. 
fcfBy  the  Western  missionary  society. 
ijBy  the  Catholic  bishoo  ol  New-Orl-ans. 

*Xo  part  ot  this  allowance  has  vtt  been  pai  l. 


ed  States  could  not  prefer  a petition  to  congress,  to 
obtain  pay  of  on  individual.  One  party,  then,  had  a 
recourse  which  the  other  had  not.  This  court  ought 
to  he  equally  open  to  all  parties. 

Mr.  T.  then  took  up  the  hill,  and  read  it,  section  by 
section,  to  shew  the  merits  of  each. 

The  first  section  provides  that  every  claimant 
against  the  United  States  shall  have  the  right  to  bring 
forward  all  his  claims,  whether  legal  or  equitable,  in 
any  district  or  circuit  court  in  the  United  States.  Mr. 
T.  held  that  this  wrould  be  much  better  for  the  clai- 
mants— they  would  be  tried  at  home — and,  although 
there  would  be  no  partiality,  or  incongruity  in  the 
judgments,  yet  equal.justice  would  be  done.  Justice 
would,  also,  be  done  to  the  United  States.  The  ac- 
counts must  be  first  submitted  to  the  accounting  offi- 
cers, and  if  the  claimant,  afterwards,  should  see  fit  to 
bring  an  action,  in  the  nature  of  a suit  of  chancery, 
he  may  do  it,  and  that  court  is  to  be  furnished  with  a 
statement  from  the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  of  the 
reasons  upon  which  the  claim  was  rejected  by  the 
department. 

The  second  section  provides,  said  Mr.  T.  a substan- 
tial regulation  for  the  attainment  of  justice — the  wit- 
nesses in  the  case  are  to  be  regularly  examined,  and 
questioned  by  the  attorney  general,  an  impartial  per- 
son. This,  Mr.  T.  said,  would  be  vastly  better  than 
the  practice,  now  pursued,  of  taking  such  kind  of 
evidence  as  was  taken  by  congress,  which,  if  it  deserv- 
ed the  name,  was  only  ex  parte.  He  did  not  propose 
to  plunge  into  a system  which  could  not  be  remedied 
- afterwards. 

The  third  section  provides  for  impannelling  a jury, 

! when  there  should  he  such  circumstances  as,  in  the 
opinion  of  the  court,  should  require  a jury  to  try  facts. 

The  fourth  section  gives  the  attorney  genera]  the 
power  to  file  suggestions  or  interrogatories  to.  the 
claimant — the-  facts  suggested  to  he  taken  as  truth,  if 
not  properly  answered.  This,  Mr.  T.  said,  was  similar 
to  a cross  bill  in  chancery — it  was  to  operate  when 
there  was  a fraudulent  concealment  of  facts. 

The  fifth  section  gives  the  claimant  a right  of  appeal 
to  the  supreme  court  of  the  United  States,  without 
bond  to  prosecute  the  suit — furnishing  the  creditor 
with  every  possible  advantage,  which  could  be  ex- 
pected to  be  allowed. 

The  sixth  section  provides  that  the  officers  of  tlie 
courts  shall  be  paid  for  services  performed  for  clai- 
mants, but  no  costs  to  he  rendered  against  the  clai- 
mants in  case  the  suit  is  dismissed,  except  for  counsel. 

Mr.  T.  hoped  the  observations  he  had  made  would 
be  duly  weighed,  and  that  the  bill  would  be  engrossed 
and  read  a third  time. 

[The  continuance  of  the  bill  was  limited  to  three 
years — the  district  of  Columbia  was  included  into  its 
provisions — The  blank  in  the  hill,  limiting  the  amount 
of  any  claim  to  come  within  the  provisions  of  the  bill, 
was  filled  with  $3,000.  The  blank,  fixing  the  amount 
of  any  claims  which  should  he  allowed  an  appeal  to 
the  supreme  court,  was  fixed  at  500  dollars.  And, 
after  remarks  from  several  gentlemen,  it  was  passed 
to  be  engrossed  for  a third  reading.] 

A message  was  received  from  the  president  of  the 
United  States,  accompanied  by  a number  of  docu- 
ments, relating  to  the  extinction  of  the  Indian  titles  to 
lands  in  the  state  of  Georgia.  The  message  was  order- 
ed to  lie  on  the  table. 

April  2.  The  bill  concerning  the  settlement  of  cer- 
tain claims,  (described  at  length  in  yesterdays  pro- 
ceedings,) was  on  its  third  reading,  when  -Mr.  Nqble 
moved  its  recommitment  to  the  committee  on  the  ju- 
diciary, with  instructions  to  consider  the  expediency 
of  extending  the  provisions  of  the  bill  to  all  claims  not 
exceeding  $10,000.  Mr.- N.  supported  his  motion  by 
some  few  remarks  in  favor  of  re-commitment. 

A Jong  debate  followed,  and  the  general  merits  of 
the  bill,  as  well  as  of  the  proposed  amendment,  were. 


si 
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incidentally  discussed.  The  speakers  were,  Messrs. 
Holmes,  Johnson,  of  Ky.  Taylor,  of  Va.  Chandler,  Johvr 
son,  of  Lou.  Van  Dyke,  and  Bell.  The  bill  was  re-com- 
mitted. 

The  bill  making  appropriations  for  the  support  of 
the  navy  for  the  year  1824,  occupied  the  remainder 
of  this  day.  Some  amendments  were  made  and  the 
hill  finally  passed,  and  returned  to  the  house  of  re- 
presentatives for  concurrence  in  the  amendments. 

Other  business  was  attended  to  and  some  time 
spent  on  executive  affairs. 

April  5.  A communication  from  the  governor  of 
the  state  of  Pennsylvania,  transmitting  a resolution 
of  the  legislature  of  that  state,  approving  the  decla- 
ration of  the  president,  in  relation  to  the  preservation 
©f  liberty  in  the  western  hemisphere,  was  read  and 
laid  on  the  table. 

The  bill  “to  provide  for  the  extinguishment  of  the 
debt  due  to  the  United  States  by  the  purchasers  of  the 
public  lands,”  and  the  bill  “to  change  the  terms  of  the 
circuit  and  district  courts  of  the  United  States  in  the 
state  of  Ohio,  and  one  of  the  terms  of  the  circuit 
court,  in  Kentucky,”  were  severally  read  the  third 
fcime,  passed,  and  sent  to  the  other  house  for  concur- 
rence. 

The  bill  to  abolish  imprisonment  for  debt  was  con- 
sidered and  debated  at  length,  and  some  amendments 
made,  and  ordered  to  be  priuted. 

The  other  business  attended  to  will  appear  in  the 
future  notices  of  the  proceedings  of  the  senate. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  Talbot,  to  amend  the  bill  “to 
abolish  imprisonment  for  debt,”  by  providing  “that 
no  per  ion  shall  be  held  to  bail  on  mense  process,  ex- 
cept in  the  state  where  the  parties  reside,  or  in  which 
the  debt  was  contracted,  unless  the  debtor  has  ab-  j 
sconded  from  the  state  in  which  he  resided,”  the 
yeas  and  nays  were  as  follows 

YEAS— Mi  ssrs  Barbour,  Bell.  Benton,  Branch,  Dickerson,  Ed- 
wards, Findlay  Hayne,  Holmes  ot  Me.  Jackson.  Johnson  of  Ken. 
H.  Johnson,  of  Lou.  J S.  Johnston,  of  Lou.  King,  of  Ala.  King,  of  N. 
Y.  Knight,  Lovvrie,  Mellvaine,  Macon,  Parrott.  Rnggles,  Seymour, 
Smith,  Talbot.  Taylor  of  Ind.  Taylor,  of  Va  Van  Buren,  Wil- 
liams— 28. 

NA  YS.— Messrs.  Barton,  Chandler  Clayton, D’Wolf,  Eaton,  Gail- 
iard,  Lloyd,  of  Mass.  Mills,  Noble, .Van  Dyke,  Ware— 11. 

April  6.  After  receiving  and  disposing  of  several 
petitions — 

The  unfinished  business  of  yesterday,  being  the 
bill  “to  abolish  imprisonment  for  debt,”  was  resum- 
ed; Mr.  Ruggles  in  the  chair.  The  question  was,  upon 
passing  the  bill  to  be  engrossed  and  read  the  third  time. 

Much  debate  followed.  Mr.  Noble  moved  the  in- 
definite postponement  of  the  whole  affair — lost;  the 
yeas  and  nays  being  as  follows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Barton,  Bell,  Chandler, Clayton,  D’Wolf.  Dick- 
erson, Edwards,  Gaillard,  Hayne,  King,  of  N.  Y.  Knight,  Mills,  No- 
ble, Palmer,  Parrott,  Ruggles,  Seymour,  Van  Dyke,  Williams— 19. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Barbour,  Benton,  Branch,  Eaton,  Findlay, 
Holmes,  of  Maine,  Jackson,  Johnson,  of  Kentucky,  Henry  John- 
son, J.  S.  Johnston,  Kelly,  Lloyd,  of  Massachusetts,  Lowrie,  Macon, 
Smith.  Talbot,  Taylor,  of  Indinaa,  Taylor,  of  Virginia,  Thomas, 
Van  Buren— 20. 

It  was  at  last  recommitted  with  .certain  instructions 
—18  to  17. 

The  amendments  to  the  navy  appropriation  bill,  not 
concurred  in  by  the  house,  were  considered,  and  the 
senate  resolved  to  insist  on  its  amendment  relative  to 
the  contingent  expenses  of  the  department.  It  in- 
creases the  item  for  180,000  to  225,000  dollars,  and 
does  away  the  specification  of  objects  to  which  the 
money  shall  be  applied. 

April  7.  The  bill  “to  allow  drawback  on  the  expor- 
tation of  cordage,  manufactured  of  foreign  hemp,” 
Was  taken  up  in  committee  of  the  whole. 

Debate  followed,  and  the  tarifF  bill,  in  the  other 
house,  was  alluded  to,  as  having  a relation  with  this. 
The  sketch  is  of  considerable  interest. — but,  we  have 
not  room  for  it.  The  bill  was  made  the  order  of  the 
day  for  Monday  next. 

The  other  proceedings  will  be  sufficiently  noticed 
hereafter. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRE S ENT ATIVF.S . 

Friday , April  2.  After  some  minor  business — the 
house,  in  committee  of  the  whole,  took  up  the  tariff 
bill.  Mr.  Webster  concluded  his  speech  in  opposition 
to  it — Mr.  Wood,  of  New  York,  spoke  in  favor  of  it,- 
1 and  Mr.  Garnet,  of  Va.  against  it;  Mr.  Williams,  of 
N.  C.  followed  Mr.  G.  on  the  same  side,  but,  before- 
| he  had  concluded,  the  committee  rose  and  the  house 
I adjourned. 

Saturday,  April  3.  The  bill  from  the  senate,  “con- 
firming certain  acts  of  James  Miller,  as  governor  of 
the  territory  of  Arkansas,  and  for  other  purposes,”' 
was  read  a third  time  and  passed. 

The  house  again  resolved  itself  into  committee  of 
the  whole  on  the  tariff  bill — Mr.  Williams  resumed 
and  concluded  his  speech  against  it.  Mr.  Strong,  of 
New  York,  followed  on  the  opposite  side.  He  was 
succeeded  by  Mr.  Isacks,  who,  though  in  favor  of  its 
general  features,  was  opposed  to  the  minimum  on  cot- 
tons. Mr.  Cassedy  concluded  this  day’s  debate  with  sr 
short  but  forcible  speech  in  favor  of  the  bill.  The 
committee  rose  and  the  house  adjourned. 

Monday,  April  5.  Mr.  McLane,  from  the  same  com- 
mittee, to  whom  the  subject  was  referred,  made  are- 
port  unfavorable  to  the  making  of  “an  appropriation 
to  compensate  the  friendly  Creek  Indians  for  proper- 
ty lost  and  destroyed  during  the  late  war;”  which  re- 
port was  laid  on  the  table. 

The  house  agreed,  94  to  90,  to  consider  the  resolu- 
tion offered  by  Mr.  Allen  for  fixing  the  time  for  the 
adjournment  of  the  house.  He  proposed  the  3rd  of 
May,  and  Mr.  Tod  the  2.0th,  and  so  the  matter  stood: 
when  the  house  proceeded  to  the  orders  of  the  day. 

The  amendments  of  the  senate  to  the  bill  making 
appropriations  for  the  support  of  the  navy,  was  takes 
up  in  committee  of  the  whole.  The  amendments 
were  disagreed  to  by  the  committee,  which  decision 
was  confirmed  by  the  house;  and  the  bill  was  return- 
ed to  the  senate. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Tod,  the  house  then  went  ints> 
commitee  of  the  whole,  on  the  bill  “to  amend  the  se- 
veral acts  laying  duties  on  imports,”  Mr.  Condict  iu 
the  chair. 

Mr.  Lacks  modified  this  motion  of  Saturday,  for 
striking  out  the  minimum  on  cottons  so  as  to  leave 
the  present  minimum  untouched,  viz:  by  inserting 
25  cents  instead  of  35  cents,  as  the  minimun  valu- 
ation. 

After  Mr.  Carter , of  S.  C.  had  delivered  his  senti- 
ments at  large  on  the  bill;  when,  the  question  being- 
put  on  Mr.  Lacks ’ amendment,  was  decided  in  the  ne- 
gative. Ayes  72,  noes  96. 

Mr.  Gazlay  moved  to  report  the  bill  as  amended, 
but,  before  the  question:  was  taken,  Mr.  Me  Kim  offer- 
ed an  amendment  laying  a duty  on  certain  articles.o£ 
morocco  leather.  The  amendment  was  rejected,  only 
40  rising  in  its  favor. 

Mr.  Clarke,  of  New  York,  then  moved  to  amend  the 
duty  on  iron,  by  reducing  it  from  $1  12  to  90  cents.- — 
A motion  was  made  to  rise.  Ayes  87,  noes  96. 

Mr.  Clarke  then  supported  his  motion  by  a speech, 
but  gave  way,  at  half  past  4 o’clock,  for  a motion  to., 
rise. 

The  committee  rose  accordingly,  and  then  the  house 
adjourned. 

Tuesday,  April  6.  Mr.  Allen's  resolution  for  fixing 
a time  for  the  adjournment  of  congress,  was  laid  on 
the  table— 93  to  68. 

The  house  went  into  committee  of  the  whole  on  the 
tarifF  bill — much,  indeed,  was  said,  and  a good'  deal 
of  business  done;  we  shall  notice  the  latter  as  briefly 
as  possible — 

It  was  agreed,  99  to  90,  to  reduce  the  proposed  duly 
on  bar  iron  from  112  cents  to  90  cents,  per  cict. 

Mr.  Bradley,  of  Vermont,  then  moved  to  amend  the 
bill  by  inserting  therein  the  following  provision,  viz: 

“On  all  books  which  the  importer  shall  make,  it 
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satisfactorily  appear  to  the  collector  of  the  port,  at 
which  the  same  shall  be  entered,  were  printed  previ- 
ous to  the  year  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  se- 
venty-five,  and  also  on  all  books  printed  in  other  lan- 
guages than  English,  four  cents  per  volume. 

“On  all  other  books,  when  bound,  forty-five  cents 
per  pound. 

“On  all  other  books,  when  in  sheets,  or  boards  forty 
cents  per  pound.” 

This  motion  was  negatived  without  a division. 

Mr.  Webster,  of  Mass,  then  moved,  as  an  amend- 
ment to  the  bill,  the  following,  to  come  in  at  the  end 
of  the  5th  section: 

“And  be  it  further  enacted,  That,  from  and  after  the 

day  of next,  the  duties  now  imposed  and 

payable  on  the  wines,  herein  enumerated  and  describ- 
ed', shall,  at  their  importation  into  the  United  »States 
from  any  foreign  port  or  place,  cease  and  determine: 
and,  in  lieu  thereof,  the  following  rates  or  duties,  re- 
spectively, shall  be  laid,  levied  and  collected,  on  all 
such  wines,  at  their  said  importation,  that  is  to  say: 
Upon  ail  Maderia  vvines,  10  cents  per  gallon;  upon 
Sherry,  St.  Lucar,  Lisbon,  Oporto,  and  all  other  wines 
of  Spain  and  Portugal,  not  herein  enumerated,  50 
cents  per  gallon;  on  TenerifFe  and  all  other  wines  of 
the  Canary  Islands,  40  cents  per  gallon ; on  Fayal  and 
all  other  wines  of  the  Western  Islands,  40  cents  per 
gallon ; on  Sicily  wine,  50  cents  per  gallon ; on  Malaga 
wine,  30  cents  per  gallon ; all  other  wines,  not  enume- 
rated in  this  or  some  other  law,  when  imported  in 
bottles  or  cases,  50  per  centum  ad  valorem ; on  all 
other  wines;  when  imported  otherwise  than  in  bottles 
or  cases,  40  per  centum  ad  valorem:  Provided,  That 
the  amount  of  duty  thereupon  shall,  in  no  case  exceed 
100  cents  per  gallon.” 

After  some  brief  debate  on  this  motion,  it  was  de- 
cided in  the  affirmative,  ayes  110. 

Mr.  Wickliffe  then  moved  to  amend  the  bill,  by  in- 
serting therein  the  following: 

“Be  it  enacted,  That  the  provisions  of  the  2d  sec- 
tion of  the  act  of  congress,  entitled  ‘and  act  to  regu- 
late the  duties  on  imports  and  tonnage,’  approved 
27th  April,  1816,  shall  extend  and  enure  to  the  bene- 
fit of  schools  and  colleges  within  the  United  States  or 
the  territories  thereof,  in  the  same  manner,  (under 
the  like  limitations  and  restrictions  provided  in  said 
act),  which  they  apply  to  seminaries  of  learning.” 

This  motion  was  agreed  to,  ayes  116. 

Mr.  Clay  then  moved  to  amend  the  bill,  by  insert- 
ing the  following: 

“On  all  manufactured  copper  in  sheets  and  bot- 
toms of  every  description,  three  cents  per  pound.” 

This  motion  was  negatived,  ayes  76. 

Mr.  Conner,  of  N.  C.  then  moved  to  strike  out  eighty 
cents,  the  proposed  minimum  valuation  of  imported 
woollens,  and  insert,  in  lieu  thereof,  forty  cents. 

This  question  was  decided  in  the  negative  by  the 
chair,  94  votes  to  92;  but  a new  count  being  demand- 
ed and  taken,  there  wrere  ayes  100,  noes  95;  so  the 
motion  was  decided  in  the  affirmative. 

After  “some  fifteen  or  twrenty”  motions  to  amend 
had  been  rejected,  the  most  of  them  without  a divi- 
sion and  some  by  small  majorities — 

Mr.  Clay  rose  to  speak  in  explanation  on  one  or 
tivo  points,  which  had  been  touched  upon  in  the  debate. 

The  question  was  taken  on  the  committee’s  rising 
and  reporting  the  bill,  with  the  amendments,  made  to 
it,  and  determined  in  the  affirmative.  The  speaker 
resumed  the  chair,  and  the  report  was  made  from  the 
committee  of  the  whole. 

Mr.  Forsyth  then  gave  notiee  that  he  should,  to  mor- 
row, move  for  the  indefinite  postponement  of  the 
■whole  subject,  and  require  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the 
question.  And  then  the  house  adjourned. 

Wednesday,  April  7.  The  Speaker  laid  before  the 
house  a communication  from  the  post  office  depart- 
ment, of  defalcations  in  that  department  for  the  last 


16  years,  and  which  have  not  been  sued  under  the 
29th  section  of  the  act  regulating  the  department,  &.C'. 
which  was  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Floyd,  from  the  select  committee  on  the  subject 
of  the  occupation  of  the  mouth  of  the  Oregon,  to  whom 
was  referred  the  memorial  of  John  Cleves  Symmes  and 
Thomas  L.  Hyne,  praying  to  be  allowed  a grant  of 
land  on  the  northwest  coast,  for  commercial  purposes-j 
moved  that  the  committee  be  discharged  therefrom, 
and,  as  the  memorial  related  to  commercial  objects, 
that  it  should  be  referred  to  the  committee  on  com- 
merce; which  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Forsyth  offered  the  following  resolution: 

“ Resolved , That  the  president  of  the  United  States  be  requested 
to  commuuicate  to  this  house  the  proposals  made,  through  gen. 
Jackson,  hy  the  Path  Killer  and  his  chiefs  of  the  Cherokee  tribe  of 
Indians,  in  the  year  1820  or  1821,  to  make  a cession  of  thtir  lands 
to  the  United  States— together  with  any  other  propositions  made 
in  relation  to  the  same  subject,  of  which  he  may  be  possessed.” 

This  resolution  lies  on  the  table  one  day  of  course. 

Mr.  Bartlett  offered  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  of  ways  and  means  he  instructed 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  ot  imposing  a tax  upon  domestic 
distilled  spirits,  and  of  providing  by  law  for  the  collection  of  tire 
same. 

The  resolution  was  disagreed  to. 

A message  was  received  from  the  senate,  notify- 
ing that  they  insist  on  their  amendment  to  the  naval 
appropriation  bill,  which  was  to  strike  out  the  speci- 
fication of  the  items  to  which  the  contingent  fund  b 
to  be  applied,  leaving  it  to  the  discretion  of  the  secre- 
tary of  the  navy;  and  ask  a conference  upon  the  sub- 
ject. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Me  Lane,  the  house  resolved  toii> 
sist  on  their  disagreement  to  the  amendment  of  the 
senate;  agreed  to  the  conference;  and  a committee  of 
five  were  appointed  to  meet  the  committee  appointed 
on  behalf  of  the  senate. 

Mr.  Owen,  of  Alabama,  rose,  and  asked  of  the  chair, 
whether  a resolution,  moved  by  himself,  calling  for 
certain  information  from  the  treasury  department,  re- 
specting the  two  and  three  per  cent,  funds  arising  from 
the  sale  of  public  lands  in  the  several  states,  had  been, 
transmitted  to  the  proper  department;  and,  if  so, 
whether  an  answer  had  been  received. 

The  Speaker  said  the  resolution  had,  doubtless, 
been  forwarded  by  the  proper  officer  of  the  house, 
and,  if  an  answer  had  been  returned  it  would  have, 
been  laid  before  the  house. 

Mr.  Owen  said,  then,  of  course,  the  information 
called  for  by  the  resolution  had  not,  as  yet,  been  fur- 
nished. 

The  house  then  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of 
the  amendments  reported  by  the  committee  of  the 
whole  to  the  tariff  bill. 

Mr.  Forsyth  rose  and  withdrew  the  intimation  yes-, 
terday  given,  of  his  intention  now  to  move  the  inde- 
finite postponement  of  the  bill.  This  he  did  at  the 
suggestion  of  several  members,  (contrary  to  his  pre- 
vious impression,)  that  the  features  of  the  bill  were 
not  sufficiently  fixed  by  votes  in  committee  of  the 
whole,  a3  to  determine  all  the  members  to  vote  de- 
cisively for  or  against  the  rejection  of  the  bill  in  its 
present  state.  He  should,  therefore,  defer  his  mo- 
tion until  the  question  had  been  settled  as  to  the 
amount  of  duties  to  be  proposed  on  the  leading  arti- 
cles, wool,  cotton  and  iron. 

The  clerk  then  read  the  several  amendments  re- 
ported by  the  committee  of  the  whole.  And  the 
question  being  on  concurring  in  the  first  amendment, 
(reducing  the  minimum  on  woollens,  from  80  to  40 
cents  the  square  yard) — 

Mr.  Tod  rose,  and  delivered,  at  ilength,  his  senti- 
ments on  the  general  principles  of  the  bill,  in  reply  to 
the  speeches  made  on  the  other  side,  upon  that  sub- 
ject, especially  those  of  Mr  Webster  a nd  Mr.  Hamilton, 
and  continued  his  remarks  till  past”  o’clock. 

Mr.  Hamilton  spoke  in  reply,  hi  r.  Tod  rejoined; 
aud  Mr.  Hamilton  responded.- 
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When  the  question  was  put,  and  decided  by  yeas 
and  nays,  as  follows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Alexander,  of  Va.  Allen,  of  Ten.  Archer  Bay- 
lies,  P.  P.  Barbour,  J.  S.  Barbour,  Bartlett,  Bassett,  Blair.  Brent, 
Buchanan,  Buckner, Burleigh,  Rurton,  Cambreleng,  Campbell,  of 
S.  C.  Carter,  Cary,  Cobb,  Cocke,  Conner,  Crowninshield,  Culpe- 
per. Cushman,  Cutbbert,  Day,  Dwineli,  Edwards,  of  N.  C.  Barrel- 
ly,  Floyd,  Forsyth,  Frost,  Fuller,  Garrison,  Garnett,  Gatlin,  Gist, 
Go  van,  Gurley.  Hall,  Hamilton,  Harvey,  Hayward,  Herrick.  Ho- 
bart, Hooks,  Houston,  Isacks.  Kent,  Kroner,  Lee,  Leftwitch,  Lin- 
coln. Livingston,  Locke.  Long,  Longfellow,  McCoy,  McDuffie, 
McKee,  McKim,  Mangum,  Matson,  Mercer,  Moore,  of  Alabama, 
Neale,  Nelson,  Newton.  O’Brien.  OweD,  Plumer,  ofN.  H Poinsett, 
Randolph,  lfanbin,  Reed,  Reynolds,  Richards,  Rives.  Saunders. 
Sandford,  Sibley,  Arthur  Smith,  Alexander  Smyth.  Wm.  Smith, 
Spaight,  Spence,  Staudefer.  A.  Stevenson,  J.  Stevenson,  Tattnall. 
Thompson,  of  Geo  Tucker,  of  Va.  Tucker,  of  S.  C.  Vance,  of 
N C.  Warfield,  Webster.  WicklifFe,  Williams, of  N.  Y.  Williams, 
of  Va.  Williams,  of  N.  C.  Wilson,  S.  C.— 101. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Adams,  Allen,  of  Mass.  Allison.  Barber,  of  Con. 
Bartley,  Beecher,  Bradley,  Brown,  Buck.  ady.  Campbell,  of  Ohio, 
Cassedy.  Clark,  Collins.  Cook,  Crafts  Craig  Durfee.  Dw.ght,  Ea- 
ton, Eddy,  Edwards,  of  Penn.  Ellis,  Findlay,  Foote,  of  'om  For- 
ward, Harris,  Hayden,  Hemphill,  Henry.  Herkimer,  Hogeooom,  1 
Holcombe,  Jenkins,  Johnson,  of  Va.  J.  T.  Johnson,  F Johnson. 
Kidder,  Lathrop.  Lawrence,  Letcher,  Litchfield.  Little,  Livu-more, 
McArthur,  McKean,  McLane.  of  Delaware,  McLean,  of  Ohio.  Mal- 
lary, Markley,  Martindale,  Marvin,  Matlack,  Metcalfe,  Miller, 
Mitchell,  of  Penn  Mitchell,  of  Md.  Morgan,  Patterson,  of  Pen. 
Patterson,  of  Ohio,  Plumer,  ofPenn.  Prince,  Rich,  Rogers,  Rose, 
Ross,  Scott,  Sharpe,  Slonne,  Sterling,  Stewart,  Stoddard,  Storrs, 
Strong,  Swan,  Taylor.  Ten  Eyck,  Test,  Tod,  Tomlinson,  Tracy, 
Trimble,  Tyson,  Udree,  Vance,  of  Ohio,  Van  Rensselaer,  Van 
Wyek,  Vinton,  Wayne,  Whipple.  Whitman,'  Whittlesey.  White, 
James  Wilson,  Henry  Wilson,  Wilson,  ofOhio,  Wood,  Woods  and 
Wright— 99, 

So  the  house  concurred  with  the  committee  of  the 
whole,  in  reducing  the  minimum  on  woollens  from 
SO  to  40  cents. 

And  then  the  house  adjourned. 

Thursday’s  proceedings, 

In  both  houses,  were  interesting — but  time  is  allow- 
ed only  for  a very  brief  notice  of  them.  The  particu- 
lars, with  the  yeas  and  nays,  &e.  shall  .he  given  here- 
after, for  instruction  and  reference. 

In  the  senate , it  was  agreed  to  re-consider  the  vote 
for  re-committing  the  bill  to  abolish  imprisonment  for 
debt,  and,  after  debate,  decided  in  the  affirmative  by 
yeas  and  nays — 23  to  IS.  The  indefinite  postpone- 
ment of  the  bill  was  then  moved,  and  lost,  by  yeas 
and  nays — IS  to  21.  It  was,  at  last,  ordered  to  be 
engrossed  and  read  a third  time. 

In  the  house  of  representatives , after  the  morning  bu- 
siness had  been  disposed  of,  the  house  took  up  the  ta- 
riff bill,  and  several  amendments,  made  by  the  com- 
mittee of  the  whole,  were  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Kremer  moved  to  re-consider  the  rote  of  yester- 
day, which  reduced  the  minimum  ou  woollens  from 
80  to  40  cents  per  square  yard.  A call  of  the  house 
was  made — and  the  re-consideration  agreed  to , by  yeas 
and  nays — 1 10  to  95.  An  ardent  debate  followed,  and, 
finally,  the  house  refused  to  agree  with  the  committee 
of  the  whole  in  reducing  the  minimum — for  the  re- 
duction 101,  against  it  104;  and  then  the  house  ad- 
journed, after  an  arduous  session. 
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J.  Silvester  Rebello,  minister  from  the  government  of 
Brazil  to  the  United  States,  came  passenger  in  a ves- 
sel that  lately  arrived  at  Baltimore  from  Rio  Janeiro 

Mr.  B.  Irvine , one  of  those  who  engaged  in  the 
ill-advised  expedition  against  Porto  Rico,  in  1S22,  af- 
ter 16  months  confinement,  atCurracoa  has  been  re- 
leased by  the  direct  order  of  the  king  of  the  Nether- 
lands, and  without  trial,  because  that  he  had  not  vio- 
lated any  of  the  laws  of  the  Netherlands. 

Johmon,  the  murderer,  was  hung  at  N.  Y.  on  Friday 
last  week;  and  it  is  stated  that  50,000  people  went 1 
out  to  see  the  exhibition — many  of  them  females 
with  infants  at  their  breasts,  &c.  The  papers  teem 
with  confessions  and  accounts  of  his  last  moments. 
It  is  barbarous!! 


JVetr  Hampshire.  The  people  of  this  state  do  not 
appear  to  have  made  “choice”  of  a governor  at  the 
late  election — Mr.  Morrill  had  14,041  votes,  Mr. 
Woodbury  (present  gov.)  10,807;  Mr.  Smith  2,856; 
and  scattering  439 — so  Mr.  M.  wants  nro  votes  of  a 
majority  of  the  whole  number,  and  the  election  will 
devolve  on  the  legislature. 

Kidnapping.  In  the  nei  hborhood  of  Snow  Hill, 
Md.  about  the  middle  of  the  last  month,  three  slaves. 
employed  by  a colored  man  named  Purnell  in  the  bu- 
siness of  kidnapping  persons  of  their  own  color,  way- 
layed  a victim,  who  attempted  to  make  his  escape. 
They  beat  him  so  much  that  they  killed  him,  but  sup- 
posing him  obstinate,  they  carried  the  body  to  their 
employer,  when  his  actual  death  was  ascertained, 
and  the  carcase  was  thrown  into  the  river.  The  facts 
were  soon  made  known  by  the  three  slaves,  who  con- 
fessed them,  and  Purnell  was  pursued — but,  finding 
that  he  could  not  escape,  he  cut  his  own  throat  from 
ear  to  ear,  and  died  on  the  instant.  He  was  a noto- 
rious villain,  and  supposed  to  have  kidnapped  and 
sent  off  hundreds  of  free  persons.  His  associates  are 
in  the  hands  of  justice. 

Longevity.  In  the  reports  of  deaths  in  Russia,  during 
the  year  1821,  published  in  the  Petersburg  Gazette, 
we  find  724  persons  over  100  years — 221  over  105 — 
120  over  110 — 7S  over  115 — 49  over  120 — 16  over 
125,  and  5 over  130  years — one  individual  is  reported 
between  145  and  150,  and  another  between  150  and 
155  years. 

Abstract  from  the  annual  return  of  the  militia  of  the  stale  of 
JVeic  York,  for  1S23: 

INFANTRY. 

52  Brigades,  divided  into  105  regiments. 

24  Majors  and  46  brigadier  generals. 

107,867 — number  of  privates. 

132,639 — total  commissioned  and  non-commissioB; 
ed  officers,  musicians  and  privates. 

324  Standards. 

ARTILLERY. 

5 Brigades,  divided  into  21  regiments  and  12S  com- 
panies V 

1 Major  general  and  5 brigadiers. 

6,695 — aggregate  privates. 

8,662 — total  force  returned — Several  brigades  are 
omitted,  not  having  made  returns  for  this  year. 

70  brass  field  pieces,  32  iron,  100  carriages,  48 
colors. 

CAVALRY. 

4 Brigades — 17  regiments. 

1 Major  general  and  4 brigadiers. 

4,224  aggregate  privates — cavalry. 

5.448  aggregate  commissioned  and  non-commission- 
ed officers,  musicians  and  privates. 

RECAPITULATION. 

Total  commissioned  and  non-commissioned 

officers,  musicians  and  privates,  (Infantry,)  132,639 
Total  do.  in  the  artillery,  8,662 

Total  do.  in  the  cavalry,  • 5,44S. 


Grand  total  146,749 

The  total  number  of  the  militia  returned  in  the 
United  States  for  the  year  1821,  was  S79,968 — and  for 
the  state  of  New  York  121,553. 

Remarks — The  numerous  exempts  recognized  by  the 
militia  laws,  and  the  difficulty  which  exists  of  ascer- 
taining and  enrolling  the  annual  number  liable  to  do 
militia  duty,  reduces  the  whole  number  which  should 
be  returned  at  least  one  fourth.  In  the  event  of  a lew 
en  masse  in  this  state,  produced  by  insurrection  or  in- 
j vasion,  200,000  men  could  be  brought  into  the  field 
! — of  which  it  might  be  necessary  to  furnish  about 
j 60,000  with  arms  and  accoutrements  from  the  public 
I arsenals.  [AT.  Y.  Gaz. 
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The  tariff  bill.  Much  of  the  present  sheet  is 
given  up  to  details  of  the  proceedings  in  the  house  of 
representatives,  on  this  long  and  ardently  contested 
bill,  with  an  insertion  of  the  yeas  and  nays  on  seve- 
ral of  the  most  important  items  of  it,  as  well  as  on 
the  passage  of  the  bill  to  a third  reading,  which  pre- 
vailed, 105  to  102 — four  members  only  being  absent, 
and  these  were  friends  of  the  bill.  Mr.  Clay,  of  course, 
did  not  vote,  and  there  is  one  vacancy  from  Massa- 
chusetts— so  we  have  the  whole  number  213. 

The  yeas  and  nays  are  arranged  by  states  for  the 
facility  of  reference — which  will  often  be  made; 
and  in  the  last  page  there  is  a summary  statement  of 
the  votes,  in  a tabular  form,  on  the  three  leading  ques- 
tions decided. 

The  differences  of  opinion  that  prevailed  as  to  va- 
rious items  of  the  bill,  no  doubt,  lost  it  many  friends. 
The  real  majority  in  favor  of  the  principle  established, 
cannot  be  less  than  between  30  and  40;  but  the  op- 
ponents of  the  bill  had  the  immense  advantage  of  al- 
ways voting  in  solid  column  against  any  and  every 
proposition  favorable  to  that  principle.  Indeed,  on 
account  of  the  loss  of  some  of  the  original  features  of 
the  bill,  it  was  intimated,  in  the  “National  Intelligen- 
cer,” a few  days  ago,  that  it  might  fail,  through  the 
indifference  of  its  friends — but  it  has  not,  as  yet. 

All  the  amendments  made,  1 believe,  have  reduced 
the  amount  of  the  duties,  as  originally  proposed,  and, 
on  some  r*f  the  chief  articles,  so  much  so  as  to  lessen, 
if  not  quiet,  the  fears  of  many  as  to  its  destruction  of 
the  revenue,  &c.  In  its  present  shape,  it  is  far  short 
of  w hat  the  friends  of  the  measure  desired  to  have — 
but  on  that  account,  perhaps,  it  may  he  more  agreea- 
ble to  its  opponents,  and  so  stand  as  a sort  of  compro- 
mise between  the  two  great  parties,  each,  no  doubt, 
(as  we  are  bound  to  believe),  honestly  pursuing  that 
course  of  policy  Sfldiich  they  apprehend  to  be  most 
advantageous  to  our  common  country. 

Imprisonment  for  debt.  It  will  be  seen  that  the 
senate  has  passed  col.  R.  M.  Johnson’s  bill  to  abolish 
imprisonment  for  debt,  after  a profound  considera- 
tion of  the  subject  and  the  display  of  unusual  talents, 
both  in  the  friends  and  opponents  of  the  measure. 
The  bill  itself  has  not  reached  us,  and  we  cannot  do 
more  just  now  than  congratulate  the  public  on  the 
establishment  of  its  principle.  But  we  shall  recur  to 
the  subject  with  great  pleasure  hereafter. 

Mr.  Clinton  who,  for  fourteen  years  has  been  aca- 
nal  commissioner  in  New  York,  and  for  which  it  is 
said  that  he  never  has  received  any  pecuniary  com- 
pensation, by  way  of  salary  or  otherwise,  w as  re- 
moved from  the  office,  by  the  legislature  of  that  state, 
just  at  the  close  of  its  late  session. 

Mr.  Gallatin.  I am  not  one  of  those  who  think 
“all's  fair  in  politics .”  “Jokes  may  be  free  in  harvest,” 
but  truth  is  thg  same  the  whole  year  round.  Nomi- 
nated, as  Mr.  Gallatin  was,  by  a minoi'itij  of  that  poli- 
tical interest  with  which  I have  steadily  acted  from 
the  year  1795  to  the  present  day,  no  obligation  what- 
ever presents  itself  to  my  mind,  why,  on  account  of 
that  interest,  I should  support  him  for  the  vice  presi- 
dency of  the  United  States;  but  an  evident  duty  to 

principle  urges  me  to  reprove  the  practice  of  some. 
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who,  (whether  friendly  or  unfriendly  to  the  late  cau 
cus),  speak  of  him  as  a foreigner.  Indeed,  judging 
from  what  I have  seen,  on  both  sides,  the  nomination 
was  an  unfortunate  one  for  the  caucus-party — for  its 
design  of  operating  on  Pennsylvania  has  totally  failed, 
as  wTas  predicted  at  the  moment  when  it  was  made; 
and,  on  every  account,  it  has  rather  taken  from  than 
added  to  the  strength  of  the  ticket.  But  Mr.  Gallatin 
arrived  in  this  country,  ( not  then  the  “ United  States'1'), 
long  before  the  present  constitution  was  formed — 
or  even  the  tear  had  ended ; and,  in  the  letter  or  spirit  of 
that  instrument,  or  in  the  fitness  of  things,  he  cannot 
he  regarded  any  more  as  a fen'eigner  than  those  of  Us 
who  happened  to  be  born  in  this  land  before  the 
fourth  of  July,  1776,  unless  long  enough  before  that 
period  to  have  taken  some  part  in  ratifying  the  decla- 
ration of  independence,  by  the  force  of  arms  or  other  - 
wise. And,  in  the  very  year  that  the  government  of 
the  United  States  went  into  operation,  Mr.  Gallatin, 
as  a member  of  the  Pennsylvania  convention,  took  an 
active  part  in  the  formation  of  the  constitution  of 
that  great  state. 

I escaped  the  honor  of  being  a subject  of  his  Britan- 
nic majesty — but  all  the  past  presidents  of  the  United 
States  were  so;  so  wras  the  present  president,  and  all 
those  who  are  held  up  as  candidates  to  succeed  him. 
Were  they,  or  are  they,  on  that  account,  to  be  suspect- 
ed of  having  anti-American  feelings;  or  does  the  ac- 
cident of  birth,  under  king  George,  afford  a better  as- 
surance that  a person  is  more  a friend  of  liberty, 
than  the  accident  of  birth  under  the  dominion  of  any 
other  king?  Is  English  royalty,  that  raised  the  toma- 
hawk of  the  savage,  that  slaughtered  our  people,  cop- 
flagrated our  towns,  &c.  in  the  revolution,  more  de- 
serving of  respect  than  French  royalty , which  aided  and 
assisted  us  in  gaining  our  freedom?  Is  the  much-es- 
I teemed  and  venerable  col.  Paul  Bentalou , now  marshal 
of  the  district  of  Maryland,  less  a citizen  than  I my- 
self am,  because  he  pronounces  many  English  words 
with  a French  accent?  No,  no — he  belongs  to  the  small 
fragment  that  yet  remains  of  these  who  hewed  out 
citizenship  with  their  swrords — he  was  a gallant  captain 
in  his  youth  in  the  famous  legion  of  the  celebrated 
Pulaski,  and  there  are  few  men  living  who  saw  more 
service  in  our  country  than  he;  and,  since  the  termi- 
nation of  the  revolutionary  war,  his  home  has  been, 
in  the  land  that  he  helped  to  wrest  from  the  hands  of 
a tyrant.  No  one  would  have  spoken  of  general  Mont- 
gomery as  a foreigner , were  he  yet  living  among  us — 
yet  col.  Bentalou  is  frequently  called  a Frenchman , 
though  many  Englishmen,  or  renegade  Americans, 
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who  actually  fought  against  the  republic,  are  unhesi- 
tatingly accepted  as  citizens  thereof.  Nay,  thousands 
lately  imported , seem  willing  to  suspect  the  descend- 
ants of  the  original  German  and  Dutch  settlers  of 
Pennsylvania  and  New-York  as  foreigners,  because, 
perhaps,  they  may  use  und  for  and , instead  of  saying 
hand  for  and , or  Hamos  for  Amos — but  the  former 
is  a language  spoken  by  many  millions  of  intelligent 
beings,  and  the  other  is  local,  and  not  belonging  to 
any  language  at  all.  Yes — and  there  are  some  of  them, 
though  possibly  named  Sheepshanks  or  Shufflebottom, 
“Clutterbuck  or  Higgenbottom,”  who  laugh  at  the 
names  of  our  German  brethren,  and  find  others,  (na- 
tive citizens),  foolish  enough  to  join  in  it  with  them! 

The  matters  here  spoken  of  come  out  of  the  host 
of  miserable  prejudices  which  have  descended  to  us 
from  our  British  ancestors,  and  concerning  some  of 
these  I have  often  felt  myself  bound  to  speak  freely; 
and  I will  yet  battle  with  them  until  a national  feeling 
is  established,  that  shall  not  regard  imported  doctrines 
and  notions  any  more  if  received  from  England  than 
if  from  Japan..  But  the  fact  is,  that  Britain  is  not  only 
the  great  manufactory  of  our  cloths  and  calicoes,  nee- 
dles and  pins,  but  also  the  vast  warehouse  of  opinions , 
which  are  also  exported,  as  exceedingly  well  fitted 
for  foreign  use,  though  not  at  all  adapted  in  their  appli- 
cation to  things  at  home.  They  tell  us,  for  instance — 
though  toe  ought  not  to  receive  your  flour,  notwith- 
standing you  can  furnish  it  at  half  the  price  which  we 
pay  our  own  agriculturalists  for  it,  you  ought  to  re- 
ceive every  and  any  description  of  our  goods,  if  we 
can  make  them  the  20th  part  of  one  per  cent,  cheaper 
than  you  can  make  them  for  yourselves;  it  is  our  poli- 
cy to  “regulate”  every  thing — but  your’s  to  “let  all 
things  alone:”  though  your’s  is  the  great  country  for 
bread-stuffs  and  meats,  you  ought  to  purchase  bread- 
stuffs  and  meats  of  us  in  the  shape  of  woollen,  cotton 
and  iron  goods.  And  some  of  us  believe  these  say- 
ings! We  go  much  further—- a soldier  of  the  revolu- 
tion, if  born  in  France,  is  as  a foreigner;  but  one  who 
fought  against  us  then  may  now  be  universally  accept- 
ed as  a citizen.  This  is  real  John  Bullism — for  John  re- 
gards all  people  as  “outlandish”  who  cannot  speak 
English,  though  he  may  not  speak  it  himself.  He 
thinks  his  boorish  “Zwr”  is  much  better  than  the  po- 
lite Frenchman’s  “Saire,”  and  wonders  why  the  lat- 
ter cannot  as  well  say  at  for  hat,  as  chappeau ! 

The  people  of  all  nations  should  be  to  us  “enemies 
in  war,  in  peace  friends.”  It  is,  perhaps,  right,  and  it 
seems  natural,  that  we  should  prefer  for  public  offi- 
cers, persons  who  are  born  among  us:  but  it  is  illibe- 
ral and  unjust  to  object  to  any  one  because  he  was 
not.  And  it  is  especially  ungenerous  as  applied  to 
Mr.  Gallatin,  because  he  was  really  a party  to  the  es- 
tablishment of  that  very  constitution  which  provides 
for  the  office  for  which  he  is  named.  If  there  is  no 


other  objection  to  him  than  that  he  “cannot  frame  to 
pronounce  some  words  aright” — that  ib,  as  ice  say 
they  ought  to  be  pronounced,  I hope  to  hear  no  more 
of  it;  for  it  is  in  opposition  to  all  that  is  liberal,  re- 
publican or  just. 

The  hats,  cArs  and  bonnets,  imported  during  the 
year  which  ended  on  the  30th  Sept,  last,  were  valued 
at  §813, 394 — of  which  686,674  dollars  were  received 
from  Italy,  (say  Leghorn),  56,556  from  Great  Britain, 
51,81S  from  France,  4*239  from  Germany,  and  about 
7,500  from  Cuba,  Honduras,  &c.  and  South  America. 
In  four  counties  in  the  state  of  Massachusetts,  the  ma- 
nufacture of  straw  and  grass  bonnets  recently  em- 
ployed and  subsisted  25,000  persons,  chiefly  females, 
and  the  value  of  their  products  was  §825,000  a year. 
The  business  has  declined,  because  it  is  better  to  en- 
courage the  industry  of  foreigners,  than  afford  the 
means  of  a genteel  support  to  25,000  girls,  many  of 
whom  were  thereby  enabled,  either  to  maintain  their 
poor  and  aged  parents,  or  lay  up  a little  capital  to  be- 
gin house-keeping  wfith,  when  they  got  married.  But 
the  manufacture  of  bonnets  is  not  confined  to  these 
counties — many  are  made  in  other  parts  of  Massa- 
chusetts, and  in  Rhode  Island,  Connecticut,  Yermont 
and  New  York;  indeed,  some  from  the  western  part 
of  the  latter,  late  a dreary  wilderness,  are  said  far  to 
surpass  the  manufactures  of  Leghorn. 

There  is,  perhaps,  no  manufacture,  (of  its  amount), 
that  can  be  regarded  as  so  important  to  the  welfare  of 
. society  in  the  United  States,  as  that  of  hats  and  bon- 
nets, from  straw,  grass,  &c.  It  is  almost  exclusively 
| the  work  of  young  girls,  and,  at  least,  so  far  as  such 
j things  are  necessary , the  whole  amount  of  the  product 
is  a clear  gain  to  the  country — for  the  females,  if  not  so 
employed,  would  be  idle  or  doing  worse.  Industry  is 
better  than  preaching,  for  the  preservation  of  morals; 
and  the  idea  of  independence , which  naturally  follows 
a knowledge  of  the  fact  in  the  mind  of  a young  woman 
that  she  can  maintain  herself,  is  the  greatest,  perhaps, - 
of  all  the  preventives  of  vicious  and  depraved  habits. 
It  is  probable  that  the  whole  value  of  the  manufacture 
in  the  United  States,  may  have  amounted  to  between  a 
million  and  a half  and  two  millions  of  dollars  a year; 
for  many  make  hats  for  themselves  or  their  relatives 
and  friends,  rather  as  an  amusement,  or  for  the  sake 
of  employment  at  leisure  times,  than  as  matters  of 
profit.  And  besides,  if  we  must  or  will  have  articles 
of  luxury,  hats  at  40  or  50  dollars  a-piece,  is  it  disad- 
vantageous that  the  manufacture  of  them  should  give 
a decent  support  to  so  many  females,  and  essentially 
contribute  to  the  checking  of  crime?  What  is  the  ef- 
fect of  the  female  character  on  society?  WTho  so 
amiable  as  a virtuous  girl  earning  her  support  by  the 
labor  of  her  own  hands,  and  providing  for  the  wants 
of  others — who  so  injurious  to  the  community  as  young 
females  becoming  worse  than  brutes  to  get  bread? 

Presidential.  It  is  impossible  that,  even  if  any 
good  could  result  from  it,  for  me  to  notice  all  the 
proceedings  had  in  the  different  counties,  cities  and 
towns,  with  reference  to  the  presidential  election — 
and  gentlemen,  therefore,  must  not  expect  their  in- 
sertion; but  I shall  not  fail  to  mention  such  things  as. 
for  any  peculiar  circumstance,  may  tend  to  inform 
the  readers  of  this  wrork  of  the  progress  of  the  cam- 

j paign-  » 

We  have  in  Baltimore  three  gentlemen  proposed  a- 
electors  of  president,  who  stand  pledged  to  vote  for 
I Messrs.  Adams,  Jackson  and  Crawford,  respectively. 

I They  are  George  Warner,  for  Mr.  Adams,  George 
Winchester  for  gen.  Jackson,  and  Luke  Tiernan  for 
Mr.  Crawford.  It  is  not  unlikely  now,  that  some  one 
will  be  proposed  as  an  elector  for  Mr.  Clay. 

An  anti-caucus  ticket  is  nearly  prepared  in  Norlh 
Carolina,  and  there  are  some  very  strong  names  on  it- 
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It  does  not  yet  appear  to  be  determined  who  shall  be 
supported  for  the  presidency— but  it  is  most  probable 
that  the  vote  of  this  state  will  be  against  the  caucus. 
Gen.  Jackson  appears  to  be  the  favorite  of  the  people. 

Several  meetings  of  persons  friendly  to  the  election 
of  Mr.  Adams  have  been  held  in  Virginia.  That  at 
Fredericksburg  has  taken  the  lead  by  an  address  to 
the  people,  and  in  organizing  a plan  to  get  up  an  elec- 
toral ticket.  There  have  also  been  one  or  two  meet- 
ings in  the  some  state  of  the  friends  of  gen.  Jackson. 
It  appears  undoubted  that  there  will  be  an  opposition 
ticket  in  Virginia,  provided  the  present  preference  of 
the  most  prominent  politicians  is  maintained  in  favor 
of  caucus. 

A very  large  meeting  of  the  friends  of  gen.  Jackson 
was  held  in  New-York  on  the  8th  instant — Morgan 
Lewis  in  the  chair,  and  C.  D.  Colden  secretary — at 
which  certain  resolutions  Were  passed, approbating  the 
proceedings  of  the  Pennsylvania  convention  and  the 
nomination  of  Messrs.  Jackson  and  Calhoun,  for  the 
presidency  and  vice  presidency  of  the  United  States. 

If  newspapers  are  to  be  regarded  as  indicative  of 
public  opinion,  and  surely  they  are  so  to  a considera- 
ble extent,  the  following,  if  a true  statement  of  facts, 
will  shew  the  unpopularity  of  the  caucus  project — Of 
35  papers  printed  in  Virginia,  only  three  are  for  the 
caucus.  Of  4S  in  Ohio,  only  one  is  for  the  caucus. 
Of  125  in  New-York,  only  ten  are  for  the  caucus.  Of 
100  in  Pennsylvania,  only  three  are  for  the  caucus. 
0f  20  in  Maryland,  only  two  are  for  the  caucus.  Of 
13  in  Vermont,  only  two  are  for  the  caucus. 

Delaware  and  Chesapeake  canal.  The  editor  of 
the  National  Gazette  says — “that  all  the  contracts  of- 
fered last  week  for  this  important  work  were  imme- 
diately taken,  on  the  most  favorable  terms  for  the 
company.  The  applicants  were  nearly  all  persons 
of  great  respectability,  who  had  been  engaged  in  si- 
milar operations  in  this  state  and  the  state  of  New- 
York:  their  number  too,  greatly  exceeded  that  which 
the  work  required. 

“Under  these  favorable  circumstances,  and  under 
the  superintendence  of  the  distinguished  engineer 
whom  the  directors  have  selected,  we  have  no  doubt 
that  this  work  will  proceed  with  a rapidity  and  be  ex- 
ecuted in  a manner  that  will  increase  alike  the  repu- 
tation and  resources  of  our  city.” 

Military  Instruction.  The  secretary  of  war, 
through  major  general  Brown’s  order  to  the  adjutant 
general,  directs  that  ten  companies  of  artillery  be 
stationed  at  Tortress  Monroe,  to  be  organized  as  a re- 
giment, and  to  be  called  the  11  Artillery  corps  for  in- 
struction.'1'1 

This  corps  will  be  composed  of  companies  detach- 
ed from  the  several  regiments  of  artillery,  as  follow's, 
to  wit:  from  the  first  regiment,  two  companies;  from 
the  second  regiment,  three  companies;  from  the  third 
regiment  two  companies,  and  from  the  fourth  regi- 
ment, three  companies. 

Then  follows  a list  of  the  officers.  The  colonel  is 
J.  P.  Fenwick  of  the  4th  artillery,  lieut.  col.  A.  Eustis, 
of  the  same;  the  maj.  A.  C.  Fanning,  of  the  2nd  ar- 
tillery. The  captains  and  first  and  second  lieutenants 
are  all  named,  and  to  them  will  be  added  the  cadets 
hereafter  promoted  in  the  artillery. 

The  company  now  at  fortress  Monroe  is  attached 
to  the  corps,  and,  for  the  present,  is  to  be  employed  as 
a guard  for  the  convicts. 

■ Capt.  R.  L.  Baker  is  detailed  as  director  of  artillery; 
there  is  an  assistant  director,  and  an  instructor  and 
assistant  instructor  in  mathematics,  all  of  the  line. 

The  field  officers,  with  the  director  of  artillery, 
and  instructor  of  mathematics,  shall  form  a board,  of 
which  a majority  of  the  members  shall  constitute  a. 
quorum  for  business,  over  which  the  colon*!  *>r  se- 
nior officer  present  shall  preside 
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The  board  will  be  assembled  as  soon  as  practicable 7 
for  the  purpose  of  forming  a system  of  general  regula- 
tions, comprising  the  course  of  instruction,  &c.  and 
will  submit  the  same  for  the  approval  of  the  war  de- 
partment. 

This  command  will  be  exclusively  under  the  com- 
mand of  the  war  department,  to  be  communicated 
through  general  head  quarters,  through  which,  also, 
it  wrill  make  its  reports,  &c. 

French  elections.  The  latest  French  papers  are 
filled  with  discussions  relative  to  the  approaching 
election  for  deputies,  and  perhaps  a stronger  instance 
can  hardly  be  given  of  how  little  the  freedom,  which 
alone  constitutes  the  value  of  those  elections,  is  re- 
garded by  the  government,  than  the  following. 
“Circular  of  general  Avizard,  commanding  the  Finis* 

terre  subdivision,  to  the  officers  and  soldiers  of  that 

subdivision,  whether  in  active  service  or  not.” 

Brest,  Februm'y  1,  IS 24. 

I have  the  honor  to  make  known  to  you,  on  behalf 
of  the  minister  of  war,  that  military  men,  electors  in 
the  department,  must  perceive  how  absurd  it  would 
be  to  pretend  to  defend  the  king  with  their  swords,  and 
yet  act  in  a contrary  manner  by  voting  at  the  approach- 
ing election  in  a manner  opposed  to  his  interests  and 
to  those  of  France.  I am  willing  to  believe,  sir,  that 
you  are  impressed  with  this  great  truth,  and  that  you 
will  in  effect  vote  as  a soldier  frankly  devoted  to  therm 
If  it  were  otherwise,  which  I can  hardly  imagine,  I am 
authorized  to  declare  to  you  that  you  should  renounce 
at  once  the  military  service,  for  the  loss  of  your  occupa- 
tion will  be  the  inevitable  result  of  disloyal  conduct 
on  this  occasion;  but  the  proper  sentiments  of  the  of- 
ficers in  Finisterre  does  not  permit  me  to  suppose, 
that  any  one  of  them  would  expose  himself  to  the 
just  dissatisfaction  of  which  the  government  would 
visit  upon  him  the  effects,  if  he  should  not  act  accord- 
ing to  his  oath. 

The  niarechal  de  camp,  commanding  the  division, 

Avizard. 

All  the  other  functionaries,  prefects,  sub-prefects, 
the  dignitaries  of  the  church  and  the  spies  of  the  po- 
lice, all  are  enjoining  upon  those  whom  they  can  in- 
fluence, the  necessity  of  voting,  as  they  are  ordered , and 
not  as  their  conscience  prompts. 

IC'p’This  is  the  caucus  system,  with  a vengeance! 

Lord  Nugent.  It  will  be  recollected  that  this  gen* 
tleman , (a  title  better  than  that  of  a lord),  was  at 
Vigo  soon  after  the  treason  of  Morillo,  and  indignant- 
ly rejected  an  interview  proposed  by  that  famous 
barbarian  and  traitor — see  last  vol.  of  the  Register, 
page  212.  He  appears  to  be  a very  liberal  and  wrarm 
hearted  man. 

In  the  British  house  of  commons,  on  the  17th  ul- 
timo, a long  speech  was  delivered  by  him,  on  the  con- 
duct of  ministers  towards  Spain,  and  condemning  in 
the  strongest  terms,  their  calm  submission  to  the 
French  blockade  of  Cadiz,  and  the  rude  and  provok- 
ing manner  of  some  of  the  French  boarding  officers. 
He  also  condemned  the  withdrawal  of  sir  William 
A’Court  from  his  post,  and  pointed  out  in  glowing 
colors,  the  degradation  to  wdiich  the  English  govern- 
ment had  been  lowered.  He  Concluded  in  the  fol- 
lowing language : 

“Let  the  house  hear  the  fact,  and  judge.  Mr.  Apple- 
ton,  the  American  charge  des  affaires  af  Cad  iz,  was 
preparing  a protest  to  the  duke  d’Angouleme  in  the 
matter  of  certain  American  vessels  detained  at  Cadiz. 
Two  English  captains  of  merchant  ships,  who  had 
entered  Cadiz  and  taken  in  their  cargoes,  prior  to 
the  blockade  by  the  French  being  declared — who 
were  lying  in  the  harbor  to  the  ruin  of  their  owmers, 
and  saw  no  means  of  application,  nor  Britisn  authori- 
ties to  apply  to— the?#  captain*  wrent  to  Mr.  Appleton, 
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the  American  minister,  and  entreated  as  a favor  that ! sent  to  the  senate  for  concurrence,  entitled  “an  act 
he  would  have  the  goodness  to  include  their  names  in  j to  pro  vide  for  the  time  and  manner  of  choosing  elec- 
his  protest.  Here,  then,  was  the  British  flag  asking ! tors  of  president  and  vice  president  of  the  United 
protection  from  the  Americans  against  the  French!  ! States.”  • And  whereas,  it  is  publicly  rumored  that 
For  the  Americans,  they  were  our  brothers  in  origin  and  i the  consideration  of  the  said  bill  has  been  postponed 
in  feelings.  He  trusted  that  he  icould  always  think  of  by  the  senate,  to  the  first  Monday  of  November  next  ; 


them  as  he  thought  of  them  now — with  the  warmest  in- 
terest a)id  admiration.  He  hoped  at  some  period  to 
see  England  and  America  linked  in  the  bonds  of  the 
closest  interest  and  amity,  forming  a rallying  point 
for  the  rights  and  liberties  of  the  world;  and  he 
trusted  that  the  time  at  which  he  should  behold  this 
was  not  very  far  distant;  but  he  might  be  allowed  to 
feel  some  jealousy,  some  slight  humiliation  at  seeing 
the  interest  of  the  British  flag  abandoned  by  the  Bri- 
tish minister,  and  seeking,  though  protection  from 
America,  yet  still  protection  from  a foreign  power. 
For  the  effect  of  this  inglorious  policy,  as  regarded 
England,  we  need  now  look  only  at  the  Spanish  ports, 
and  see  all  the  commerce  of  the  country  under  the 
control  and  in  the  hands  of  France.  French  vessels, 
lie  was  informed,  were  admitted  duty  free  into  every 
port  of  Spain,  while  heavy  duties  were  still  levied 
upon  the  ships  of  Great  Britain.” 

gCJ^Now  all  this  is  well — it  is  pleasing;  but  there 
must  not  be  any  alliance!  In  good  offices,  we  would 
not  be  behind  hand  with  any  nation;  but  alliances  and 
crusades  are  different  affairs.  We  will  not  have  the 
least  concern  in  either. 

Foreign.  Liverpool  papers  of  the  23tli  of  Feb. 
have  been  received  at  New  York.  They  contain  but 
little  news,  and  nothing  of  importance  to  ..notice  at 
present. 

Mexico.  The  news  from  the  interior  of  this  coun- 
try is  said  to  be  of  a satisfactory  character.  The 
oath  of  fidelity  to  the  new  republic  is  cheerfully  ta- 
ken, and  the  appearances  in  several  of  the  provinces, 
indicate  general  satisfaction.  It  is  said  that  an  ar- 
rangement has  been  effected,  by  which  the  provinces 
are  to  have  distinct  governments,  the  whole  united  in 
a confederacy,  similar  to  that  of  the  United  States. 


And  u'he7'eas,  the  postponement  of  the  said  bill,  by  the 
senate,  to  a day  beyond  the  adjournment  of  the  pre> 
sent  session,  would  prevent  this  house  from  originat- 
ing a new  bill,  with  different  substantive  provisions 
which  might  be  more  acceptable  to  the  senate*,  or 
from  agreeing  to  any  amendments  which  the  senate 
may  hereafter  propose  to  the  said  bill,  or  from  taking 
any  other  step  to  produce  an  accordance  between 
the  houses  upon  this  important  subject,  so  as  to  pro- 
cure a legislative  provision  in  respect  to  it,  in  time  to 
enable  the  people  of  this  state,  to  exercise  their  con- 
stitutional right  of  choosing  the  electors  of  president 
and  vice  president  of  the  United  States. 

Resolved,  That  the  honorable  the  senate  be  request- 
ed to  inform  this  house,  what  disposition  the  senate 
has  made  of  the  said  bill,  entitled  “an  act  to  provide 
for  the  time  and  manner  of  choosing  electors  of  presi- 
dent and  vice  president  at  the  ensuing  election,  there- 
fore, 

Resolved,  That  this  house  do  earnestly  recommend 
the  consideration  of  the  said  bill  to  the  senate,  as  be- 
ing of  great  public  importance  to  our  constituents, 
and  that  if  the  senate  has  postponed  the  consideration 
of  the  said  bill  to  a day  beyond  the  adjournment  of 
the  present  session,  that  it  be  respectfully  requested 
to  re-consider  such  vote,  in  order  that  the  people  of 
this  state  may  not  be  deprived  of  the  exercise  of  their 
constitutional  right  in  the  choice  of  electors  of  presi- 
dent and  vice  president  of  the  United  States,  at  the 
ensuing  election,  by  a disagreemenfibetween  the  two 
houses. 

Resolved,  That  the  clerk  of  this  house,  deliver  a 
copy  of  these  resolutions  to  the  honorable  the  senate. 

And,  after  they  were  read,  he  moved  that  they 
should  lie  on  the  table  and  be  printed.  The  question 
was  taken  on  the  printing  by  ayes  and  noes — and  lost; 
The  provinces  of  Mexico,  Yucatan,  Puebla,  Caeatecas,  for  it  40,  against  it  68,  and  they  were  laid  on  the 


Guadalajara,  Xalapa,  (and  one  other),  had  joined  in 
this  confederacy,  and  established  their  local  govern- 
ments. One  of  the  articles  of  the  union,  provides 
for  the  security  and  protection  of  Europeans.  Some 
of  the  letters,  however,  express  fears  that  this  system 
of  government  will  not  be  long  adhered  to,  and  that 
it  does  not  possess  sufficient  energy,  to  control  the 
unenlightened  population. 

The  congress  were  about  to  send  ministers  to  Great 
Britain,  the  United  States  and  Colombia.  A treaty 
has  been  ratified  with  the  latter. 


table 

These  resolutions  were  taken  up  at  a subsequent 
day — and  lost;  for  them  47,  against  them  55.  Seve- 
ral members  were  absent  on  the  vote. 


Indian  ReserYations  in  Georgia. 


Message  from  the  president  of  the  United  States,  to  both 
houses  of  congress. 

I transmit  to  congress  certain  papers  enumerated 
It  appears  that  j in  a report  from  the  secretary  of  war,  relating  to  the 
compact  between  the  United  States  and  the  state  of 


much  encouragement  will  be  given  to  immigrants. 

There  was  entered  at  the  custom  house  of  the  city  i Georgia,  entered  into  in  1S02,  whereby  the  latter 
of  Mexico,  in  the  month  of  January,  1465  bales  of  | ceded  to  the  former  a portion  of  the  territory  then 
foreign  goods,  540  hales  cotton  goods,  732  bales  Chili, , within  its  limits,  on  the  conditions  therein  specified. 
4,830  bbls.  brandy,  459  bales  country  goods,  351  bbls.  By  the  4th  article  of  that  compact,  it  was  stipulated 
wine,  with  other  articles,  amounting  to  7621  packages,  that  the  United  States  should,  at  their  own  expense, 


upon  which  the  duty  of  74  per  cent,  was  §121,769. 

The  U.  S.  schooner  Shark,  lieut.  com.  Stevens,  was 
lately  at  Yera  Cruz.  The  commander  of  the  castle, 
which  is  yet  possessed  by  the  Spaniards,  ordered  him 
out  of  the  Mexican  seas.  It  is  not  probable  that  he 
left  them  on  that  account!  There  are  frequent  and 
heavy  cannonades  between  the  town  and  the  castle, 
but  neither  seems  to  make  much  impression  on  the 
other. 


Legislature  of  New- York. 


extinguish  for  the  use  of  Georgia,  the  Indian  title  to 
all  the  lands  within  the  state,  as  soon  as  it  might  be 
done  peaceably  and  on  reasonable  conditions.  These 
papers  shew  the  measures  adopted  by  the  executive  of 
the  United  States,  in  fulfilment  of  the  several  condi- 
tions of  the  compact,  from  its  date  to  the  present 
time,  and  particularly  the  negociations  and  treaties 
with  the  Indian  tribes  for  the  extinguishment  of  their 
title,  with  an  estimate  of  the  number  of  acres  pur- 
chased, and  sums  paid  for  the  lands  they  acquired, 
j They  show,  also,  the  state  in  which  this' interesting 
j concern  now  rests  with  the  Cherokees,  one  of  the 
{ tribes  within  the  state,  and  the  inability  of  the  ex- 


m THE  ASSEMBLY,  APRIL  1.  # ^ 

Mr.  Wheaton  offered  the  following  preamble  and  { ecutive  to  make  any  further  movement  w ith  this  tribe. 


■esolutions — 

Whereas,  a bill  was  passed  by  this  house,  on  the 


without  the  special  sanction  of  congress. 

I have  full  confidence  that  my  predecessors  exert- 


day  of  February  of  the  presemt  session,  and  1 ed  their  best  endeavors  to  execute  this  compact  in  all 
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its  parts,  of  which  indeed  the  sums  paid  and  the 
lands  acquired  during  their  respective  terms,  in  ful-j 
filment  of  its  several  stipulations,  are  a full  proof. ; 
I have  also  been  animated,  since  I came  into  this 
office,  with  the  same  zeal,  from  an  anxious  desire  to 
meet  the  wishes  of  the  state,  and  in  the  hope  that,  by 
the  establishment  of  these  tribes  beyond  the  Missis- 
sippi, their  improvement  in  civilization,  their  securi- 
ty and  happiness  would  be  promoted.  By  the  paper 
hearing  date  on  the  30th  of  January  last,  which  was 
communicated  to  the  chiefs  of  the  Cherokee  nation  in 
this  city,  who  came  to  protest  against  any  further  ap- 
propriations of  money  for  holding  treaties  with  them, 
the  obligation  imposed  on  the  United  States,  by  the 
compact  with  Georgia,  to  extinguish  the  Indian  title 
to  the  right  of  soil  within  the  state,  and  the  incom- 
patibility with  our  system,  of  their  existence  as  a 
distinct  community  within  any  state,  were  pressed 
with  the  utmost  earnestness.  It  was  proposed  to 
them,  at  the  same  time,  to  procure  and  convey  to 
them  territory  beyond  the  Mississippi,  in  exchange 
for  that  which  they  bold  within  the  limits  of  Georgia, 
or  to  pay  them  for  its  value  in  money.  To  this  pro- 
posal their  answer,  which  bears  date  11th  of  Februa- 
ry following,  gives  an  unqualified  refusal.  By  this 
it  is  manifest  that,  at  the  present  time  and  in  their 
present  temper,  they  can  be  removed  only  by  force, 
to  which,  should  it  be  deemed  proper,  the  power  of 
the  executive  is  incompetent. 

I have  no  hesitation,  however,  to  declare  it  as  my 
opinion  that  the  Indian  title  was  not  affected  in  the 
slightest  circumstance  by  the  compact  with  Georgia, 
and  that  there  is  no  obligation  on  the  United  States 
to  remove  the  Indians  by  force.  The  express  stipu- 
lation of  the  compact,  that  their  title  should  be  extin- 
guished at  the  expense  of  the  United  States,  when  it 
may  be  done  peaceably  and  on  reasonable  conditions,  is 
a full  proof  that  it  was  the  clear  and  distinct  under- 
standing of  both  parties  to  it,  that  the  Indians  had  a 
right  to  the  territory,  in  the  disposal  of  which  they 
were  to  be  regarded  as  free  agents.  An  attempt  to 
remove  them  by  force  would,  in  my  opinion,  be 
unjust.  In  the  future  measures  to  be  adopted  in  re- 
gard to  the  Indians  within  our  limits,  and,  in  conse- 
quence, within  the  limits  of  any  state,  the  United 
States  have  duties  to  perform  and  a character  to  sus- 
tain, to  which  they  ought  not  to  be  indifferent.  At  an 
early  period,  thdir  improvement  in  the  arts  of  civi- 
lized life  was  made  an  object  with  the  government, 
and  that  has  since  been  persevered  in.  This  policy 
was  dictated  by  motives  of  humanity  to  the  abori- 
gines of  the  country,  and  under  a firm  conviction  that 
the  right  to  adopt  and  pursue  it  was  equally  applicable 
to  all  the  tribes  within  our  limits. 

My  impression  is  equally  strong  that  it  would  pro- 
mote essentially  the  security  and  happiness  of  the 
tribes  within  our  limits,  if  they  could  be  prevailed  on 
to  retire  west  and  north  of  our  states  and  territories 
on  lands  to  be  procured  for  them  by  the  United  States, ! 
in  exchange  for  those  on  which  they  now  reside. ; 
Surrounded  as  they  are,  and  pressed  as  they  will  be 
on  every  side  by  the  white  population,  it  will  be  dif- 
ficult, if  not  impossible  for  them,  with  their  kind  of 
government,  to  sustain  order  among  them.  Their 
interior  will  be  exposed  to  frequent  disturbances,  to 
remedy  which  the  interposition  of  the  United  States 
will  be  indispensable,  and  thus  their  government  will 
gradually  lose  its  authority,  until  it  is  annihilated.  In 
this  process,  the  moral  character  of  the  tribes  will 
also  be  lost,  since  the  change  will  be  too  rapid  to  ad- 
mit their  improvement  in  • ivilization,  to  enable  them 
to  institute  and  sustain  a government  founded  on  our 
principles,  if  such  a change  were  compatible  either 
with  the  compact  with  Georgia,  or  with  our  general 
system,  or  to  become  members  of  a state,  should  any 
state  be  willing  to  adopt  them  in  such  numbers,  re- 
garding the  good  order,  peace  and  tranquility  of  such  i 


state.  But  all  these  evils  may  be  avoided,  if  these 
tribes  will  consent  to  remove  beyond  the  limits  of 
our  present  states  and  territories.  Lands  equally 
good,  and  perhaps  more  fertile,  may  be  procured  for 
them  in  those  quarters;  the  relations  between  the 
United  States  and  such  Indians  would  still  be  the 
same.  Considerations  of  humanity  and  benevolence, 
which  have  now  great  weight,  would  operate  in  that 
event  with  an  augmented  force;  since  we  should 
feel  sensibly  the  obligation  imposed  on  us  by  the  ac- 
commodation which  they  thereby  afforded  us.  Placed 
at  ease  as  the  United  States  would  then  be,  the  im- 
provement of  those  tribes  in  civilization,  and  in  all 
the  arts  and  usages  of  civilized  life,  would  become 
the  part  of  a general  system,  which  might  be  adopted 
on  a great  consideration,  and  in  which  every  portion 
of  our  union  would  then  take  an  equal  interest.  1 hese 
views  have  steadily  been  pursued  by  the  executive, 
and  the  moneys  which  have  been  placed  at  its  dispo- 
sal, have  been  so  applied,  in  the  manner  best  calculat- 
ed according  to  its  judgment,  to  produce  this  desira- 
ble result,  as  will  appear  by  the  documents  which  ac- 
company the  report  of  the  secretary  of  war. 

I submit  this  subject  to  the  consideration  of  con- 
gress, under  a high  sense  of  its  importance,  and  of  the 
propriety  of  an  early  decision  on  it.  This  compact 
gives  a claim  to  the  state  which  ought  to  be  executed 
in  all  its  conditions,  with  perfect  good  faith.  In  do- 
ing this,  however,  it  is  the  duty  of  the  United  States  to 
regard  its  strict  import,  and  to  make  no  sacrifice  of 
their  interest  not  called  for  by  the  compact,  nor  con- 
templated by  either  of  the  parties,  when  it  was  enter- 
ed into,  nor  to  commit  any  breach  of  right  or  of  hu- 
manity in  regard  to  the  Indians,  repugnant  to  the 
judgment,  and  revolting  to  the  feelings,  of  the  wdiole 
American  people.  I submit  the  subject  to  your  con- 
sideration, in  full  confidence  that  you  will  duly  weigh 
the  obligations  of  the  compact  wuth  Georgia,  its  im- 
port in  all  its  parts,  and  the  extent  to  which  the 
United  States  are  bound  to  go  under  it.  I submit  it 
with  equal  confidence,  that  you  will  also  weigh  the 
nature  of  the  Indian  title  to  territory  within  the 
limits  of  any  state,  with  the  stipulations  in  the  several 
treaties  with  this  tribe,  respecting  territory  held  by 
it  within  the  state  of  Georgia,  and  decide  whether 
any  measure  on  the  part  of  congress,  is  called  for  at 
the  present  time,  and  what  such  measure  shall  be  if 
any  is  deemed  expedient. 

JAMES  MONROE. 

Washington , 30 th  March,  1824. 

REPORT  OF  THE  SECRETARY  OF  WAR. 

Department  of  tear,  Mar  eh  29,  1624. 

Sir:  In  obedience  to  your  order,  directing  me  to 
furnish  a statement  of  the  facts  and  circumstances 
connected  with  the  execution  of  the  4th  article  of  the 
convention, between  the  United  States  and  Georgia, 
of  the  2d  of  April,  1802,  in  which  the  former  stipu- 
lates “to  extinguish,  at  their  owrn  expense,  for  the 
use  of  Georgia,  as  early  as  the  same  can  be  peaceably 
obtained,  upon  reasonable  terms,  the  Indian  title  to 
the  lands  lying  within  the  limits  of  that  state,”  I have 
the  honor  to  make  the  following  report: 

By  the  convention  above  referred  to,  Georgia 
ceded  to  the  United  States  all  the  lands  lying  south 
of  the  state  of  Tennessee,  and  west  of  the  Chata- 
houche  river,  and  a line  drawm  from  the  mouth  of 
Uchee  creek  direct  to  the  Nicojack,  on  the  Tennessee 
river.  Tn  consideration  of  this  cession,  the  United 
States  stipulated  to  pay  the  state  of  Georgia,  1,250,000 
dollars,  and  obligated  themselves,  in  the  manner 
above  stated,  to  extinguish  the  Indian  title  within  the 
limits  of  the  state.  The  convention  also  provides  for 
the  adjustment  of  the  Yazoo  claims,  which  W'eer 
afterwards  provided  for  by  the  act  of  congress,  sp- 
proved  March  31, 1814. 

At  the  date  of  the  convention,  the  Indians  owie 
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within  the  limits  of  Georgia,  25,980,000  acres,  of 
which  19,578,890  acres  belonged  to  the  Creeks,  and 
7,152,110  acres  to  the  Cherokees,  which  tribes  own- 
ed, besides,  a considerable  extent  of  country  in  the 
states  of  Alabama,  Tennessee,  and  North  Carolina. 
Between  both  of  those  tribes  and  the  United  States 
there  were  subsisting  treaties,  at  the  time  of  the  date 
of  the  convention,  which,  among  other  things,  fixed 
the  limits  of  their  respective  territories,  and  guaran- 
teed to  them  the  lands  within  those  limits.  (See  1st 
vol.  U.  S.  laws — treaty  with  the  Creek  Indians, 
p.  361,  art.  5.  Treaty  with  the  Creeks,  ratified  7th 
August,  1790,  Same,  page  327,  treaty  of  Holston, 
1791,  art.  7.  Same,  page  332,  treaty  of  1798,  near 
Tellico,  articles  1 and  2.) 

In  fulfilment  of  the  stipulation  of  the  4th  article 
with  Georgia,  there  has  been  held  seven  treaties  with 
the  Creeks  and  Cherokees;  of  which  five  were  with 
the  former;  two  of  which  were  previous  to  the  late 
war  with  Great  Britain,  in  1812,  and  three  since. 
By  the  two  preceding  the  declaration  of  war,  there 
were  ceded  to  Georgia  2,713,890  acres,  and  by  the 
three  latter,  11,735,590  acres,  making  together, 
14,748,590  acres.  With  the,  Cherokees,  there  have 
been  held  two  treaties,  both 'since  the  late  war,  by 
which  Georgia  has  acquired  995,310  acres,  which, 
added  to  that  acquired  by  treaties  with  the  Creek  na- 
tion, make  15,744,000  acres,  that  have  been  ceded  to 
Georgia  since  the  date  of  the  convention,  in  fulfilment 
oT  its  stipulations. 

In  acquiring  these  cessions  for  the  state  of  Georgia, 
the  United  States  have  expended  $958,954  90;  to 
which  should  be  added,  the  value  of  995,310  acres, 
which  were  given  in  exchange  with  the  Cherokees, 
on  the  Arkansas  river,  for  a similar  quantity  ceded 
by  the  Cherokees  to  Georgia,  by  the  treaties  of  1817 
and  1819,  which  lands,  estimated  at  the  minimum 
price  of  the  public  lands,  would  make  $1,244,137  50. 

If  to  these  we  add  the  sum  of  $1,250,000,  paid  to 
Georgia  under  the  convention,  and  $4,282,151  12§, 
paid  to  the  Yazoo  claimants,  it  will  be  found  that  the 
United  States  have  already  paid,  under  the  conven- 
tion, $7,735,243  52£,  which  does  not  include  any 
portion  of  the  expense  of  the  Creek  war,  by  which 
upwards  of  seven  millions  of  acres  were  acquired  to 
the  state  of  Georgia. 

The  United  States  have  ever  been  solicitous  to 
fulfil  at  the  earliest  period,  the  obligation  of  the  con- 
wen  tion,  by  the  extinguishment  of  the  Indian  titles 
within  the  limits  of  Georgia:  a most  satisfactory 
proof  of  which  may  be  found  in  the  number  of  trea- 
ties which  have  been  held  for  that  purpose,  the  quan- 
tity of  lands  which  have  been  acquired,  and  the  price 
paid.  In  fact,  such  has  been  the  solicitude  of  the 
government,  that  but  little  regard  has  been  had  to  the 
price,  whenever  it  has  been  found  possible  to  obtain 
•a  cession  of  lands  to  the  state.  The  price  given  has 
far  exceeded  that  which  has  ever  been  given  in  other 
purchases  from  the  indians. 

I feel  satisfied  that  it  may  be  asserted  with  confi- 
dence, that  no  opportunity  of  extinguishing  the  Indian 
titles,  “on  reasonable  terms,”  has  been  neglected  to 
be  embraced  by  the  United  States. 

It  may  be  proper  to  notice,  more  particularly,  the 
treaty  of  Fort  Jackson,  of  1814,  with  the  Creek  Indi- 
ans; and  those  of  1817  and  1819,  with  the  Cherokees, 
as,  under  those  treaties,  lands  were  ceded,  not  only 
within  the  limits' of  Georgia,  but  also  in  the  neighbor- 
ing states  of  Alabama,  Tennessee,  and  North  Caroli- 
na, which  may  require  some  explanation. 


at  least  fifteen  thousand  warriors.  During  the  late 
war  with  Great  Britain,  great  anxiety  was  felt  in  re- 
lation to  those  numerous  and  powerful  tribes,  and, 
although  all,  except  the  Creeks,  remained  at  peace, 
it  is  believed  there  was  a strong  tendency  towards 
hostility  among  some  of  the  other  tribes.  The  Creeks 
commenced  hostility  at  a critical  period  of  the  war, 
and  created  a powerful  diversion  of  our  resources, 
both  of  men  and  money;  but,  by  a vigorous  prosecu- 
tion of  the  war,  they  were  reduced  after  many  and 
severe  losses.  The  treaty  of  Fort  Jackson  followed. 
They  were  a conquered  people,  and  treated  as  such; 
and  such  terms  were  imposed  as  considerations  of 
public  policy  dictated. 

The  advantage  that  would  result  by  separating 
those  powerful  southern  tribes  from  one  another 
and  from  the  territory  of  Florida,  at  that  time  a for- 
eign province,  were  among  the  most  obvious  dictates 
of  policy,  as  it  would  effectually  guard  against  the 
possible  future  combination  of  those  tribes,  and  pre- 
vent the  liability  to  hostility,  which  almost  invariably 
results  from  the  intercourse  of  Indian  tribes  with  a 
foreign  territory.  The  Creek  Indians  were  required 
to  make  the  cession  of  lands  to  the  United  States,  in 
such  a manner  as  to  effect  those  important  objects; 
and,  accordingly,  the  United  States  acquired  a large 
cession  in  what  is  now  the  state  of  Alabama,  which 
separated  the  Creeks  and  Cherokees  from  the  Chicka- 
saws  and  Choctaws;  and  a cession,  in  the  southern 
part  of  Georgia,  which  separated  the  Creeks  from  the 
province  of  Florida. 

It  was  not  conceived  that  there  was  any  thing  in 
the  stipulation  of  the  convention  with  Georgia,  which 
prevented  the  United  States  from  pursuing  those 
views  of  national  policy.  The  obligation  of  the 
United  States  extends  only  to  the  purchase  of  lands 
within  the  limits  of  Georgia,  so  soon  as  it  could  be 
done  upon  “peaceable  and  reasonable  terms.”  The 
lands  were  acquired  by  conquest,  and  not  by  pur- 
chase, which  left  the  nation  at  liberty  to  pursue  those 
vie  ws  of  policy  which  have  been  stated,  and  which,  it 
is  believed,  has  tended  strongly  to  give  security  and 
strength  to  the  most  vulnerable  portion  of  the  country. 

In  noticing  the  treaties  of  1817  and  1819,  it  may  be 
proper  to  premise,  that,  as  far  back  as  the  year  1804,  a 
delegation  from  the  Cherokee  nation,  then  at  the  seat 
of  government,  were  informed  by  Mr.  Jefferson,  if  the 
Cherokees,  or  any  portion  of  them,  thought  proper  to 
emigrate  to  the  Arkansas,  they  should  receive  as  much 
land  as  they  were  entitled  to  in  proportion  to  their 
numbers,  on  the  east  of  the  Mississippi.  Under  the 
sanction  of  this  promise,  and  tempted  by  the  abun- 
dance of  game,  emigration  continued  from  the  Che- 
rokee nation  in  small  parties,  to  the  Arkansas,  until 
1817.  The  number  being  then  considerable,  a com- 
mission was  constituted  to  treat  with  the  Cherokee  na- 
tion, on  the  basis  of  the  arrangement  made  by  Mr. 
Jefferson,  which  was  followed  by  the  treaty  of  the  8th 
July,  1817,  which,  among  otherthings,  stipulated  that 
a census  of  the  Cherokee  nation  should  be  taken  in 
June  following,  and  that  a portion  of  the  country 
should  be  ceded  to  the  United  States,  equal  to  that 
which  those  who  emigrated  to  the  Arkansas  were  en- 
titled to;  that  is  to  say,  if  it  was  found  that  one-third 
had  emigrated,  one  third  of  the  territory  should  be 
ceded,  and  so  in  any  other  proportion,  according  to 
the  number  that  should  emigrate.  To  carry  the  treaty 
into  effect,  congress  appropriated,  by  the  act  of  the 
20th  April,  1818,  the  sum  of  $80,000  in  order  to  de- 
fray the  expenses  that  might  be  attendant  on  the 
emigration  of  the  Cherokees  to  the  Arkansas;  and 


It  may  be  proper  to  premise,  that,  previous  to  the  emigration  of  th 
tewar  the  four  most  powerful  and  numerous  tribes  Joseph  McMinn,  esq.  then  governor  of  Tennessee, 

. . wag  app0inte(j  agent  to  carry  the  treaty  into  effect. 

It  was  found,  however,  impossible  to  take  the  census 
as  proposed  by  the  treaty  in  June,  and  various  causes 


late  , . 

of  Indians,  the  Creeks,  Cherokees,  Chickasaws,  and 
Choctaws,  lay  contiguous  to  one.  another,  and  were 
situated  on  the  weakest  portion  ot  our  frontier.  They 
contained  at  the  period  referred  to,  a population  ot 
between  sixty  and  seventy  thousand,  and  could  raise 


delayed  its  final  execution  till  the  beginning  of  the 
year  1919.  1 4 the  mean  time,  the  emigration  of  the 
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Cherokees  was  incessantly  urged  by  all  the  means  in 
possession  of  the  government. 

It  was  the  desire  of  the  government  that  the  whole 
nation  should  emigrate,  under  the  belief  that  it  would 
be  better  for  the  Indians  as  well  as  ourselves;  and  no 
effort  on  the  part  jf  the  government,  was  left  un- 
tried to  induce  them  to  emigrate.  A large  portion 
of  the  nation,  however,  were  so  decidedly  opposed  to 
it,  that  it  was  found  impossible  to  carry  this  policy  of 
the  government  into  effect. 

The  appropriation  being  finally  exhausted,  a dele- 
gation of  the  Cherokee  nation  was  permitted  to  visit 
the  seat  of  government,  in  1819,  in  order  to  close  the 
treaty  of  1817.  It  was  ascertained  that  about  one 
third  part  of  the  nation  had  emigrated  or  enrolled  to 
emigrate,  to  the  Arkansas;  and  the  delegation  pro- 
posed to  treat  upon  that  basis,  which  was  acceded  to. 
It  only  remained  to  fix  on  the  portion  of  territory  to 
be  ceded.  With  the  view  of  throwing  the  land  to  be 
ceded  within  the  limits  of  Georgia,  and  to  separate 
the  Creek  and  Cherokee  nations,  the  government  pro- 
posed, that  all  the  lands  lying  south  and  east  of  Eto- 
wah, one  of  the  main  branches  of  the  Coosa  river, 
should  be  ceded  by  the  Cherokees;  but  it  was  found 
impossible  to  induce  the  delegation  to  yield  to  that 
proposition,  or  to  any  other,  more  favorable  to  Geor- 
gia, than  that  which  was  adopted.  They  were  fixed 
in  their  determination,  particularly,  not  to  be  sepa- 


shall  qual  ify  themselves  to  act  as  interpreters.  These 
persons  shall  have  lands  assigned  by  the  Cherokees, 
for  cultivation,  for  themselves,  and  their  successors 
in  office;  but  they  shall  be  precluded  exercising  any 
kind  of  traffic.” 

In  conformity  to  the  provisions  of  this  article,  the 
various  utensils  of  husbandry  have  been  abundantly 
and  constantly  distributed  to  the  Cherokee  nation, 
which  has  resulted  in  creating  a taste  for  farming,  and 
the  comforts  of  civilized  life.  This  humane  policy  of 
the  government,  since  the  termination  of  the  late  war, 
has  taken,  in  some  degree,  a new  direction.  Certain 
benevolent  societies,  in  the  year  1816,  applied  for 
permission  to  make  establishments  among  the  Chero- 
kees and  other  southern  tribes,  for  the  purpose  of 
educating  and  instructing  them  in  the  arts  of  civilized 
life.  Their  application  was  favorably  received.  The 
experiment  proved  so  favorable  that  congress,  by  the 
act  of  3d  March,  1819,  appropriated  10,000  dollars, 
annually,  as  a civilization  fund,  which  has  been  ap- 
plied in  such  a manner  as  very  considerably  to  in- 
crease the  extent  and  usefulness  of  the  efforts  of  be- 
nevolent individuals,  and  to  advance  the  work  of  In- 
dian civilization. 

In  performing  the  high  duties  of  humanity  to  the 
wretched  aborigines  of  our  country,  it  has  never  been 
conceived,  that  the  stipulation  of  the  convention  with 
Georgia,  to  extinguish  the  Indian  title  within  her  li- 


rated from  the  Creek  nation,  by  an  intervening  white  jmits,  was  contravened.  The  government,  has  been 
population,  and  to  cover  their  northern  boundary  by  actuated  solely  by  a desire  to  perform  the  obligation, 
the  Tennessee  river,  which  necessarily  threw  the  j winch  considerations  of  humanity  imposed  on  us,  in 
cession,  made  by  the  treaty,  into  Alabama,  Tennessee,  j relation  to  these  unfortunate  people.  Their  situation, 
and  North  Carolina,  as  well  as  Georgia. , Since  the  j at  best,  is  wretched,  and  can  only  be  rendered  tole- 
treaty  of  1819,  two  attempts  have  been  made  under  rable,  by  the  perpetual  exercise  of  that  humanity, 
appropriations  of  congress,  to  open  a negociation  with  kindness  and  justice,  which  has  ever  characterized 
the  Cherokee  nation,  for  further  cession,  both  of  i 
which  have  proved  abortive. 

During  the  present  winter,  a delegation  of  the 
principal  chiefs  of  the  Cherokee  nation,  visited  the 
seat  of  government,  and  the  opportunity  was  seized 
to  make  knowm  to  them  the  sentiments  of  the  govern- 
ment, upon  the  subject  of  additional  cessions,  in  j ing  is  selected  as  presenting  the  view  of  the  subject 


the  acts  of  the  government  towards  them. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  sir,  your 
obedient  servant,  J.  C.  CALHOUN. 

To  the 'president  of  the  United  States. 

[Accompanying  this  report,  are  nearly  a hundred 
pages  of  documentary  matter,  from  which  the  follow  • 


order  to  fulfil  the  stipulation  of  the  convention  with  which  is  entertained  by  the  representatives  of  the 


Georgi; 

It  cannot  be  doubted,  that  much  of  the  difficulty  of 
acquiring  additional  cessions  from  the  Cherokee  na- 
tion, and  the  other  southern  tribes,  results  from  their 
growing  civilization  and  knowledge,  by  which  they 


state  of  Georgia.] 

To  the  president  of  the  United  States: 

The  secretary  of  war  has  addressed  to  the  gentle- 
men composing  the  Georgia  delegation  to  congress, 
copies  of  the  extraordinary  documents  furnished  by 


have  learned  to  place  a higher  value  upon  their  lands  j persons  who  are  called  the  Cherokee  delegation. 
than  more  rude  and  savage  tribes.  Many  causes  have  j thi3  is  believed  to  be  the  first  instance  in  which  a 
contributed  to  place  them  higher  in  the  scale  o j diplomatic  correspondence  has  been  held  with  Lu-h  m 
civilization  than  other  Indians  within  our  limits. — I chiefs,  and  in  which  they  have  been  addressed  by  ; he 
Lying  in  large  masses,  they  do  not  feel  that  depression,  ! department  of  war  in  the  same  terms  with  those  used 
which  is  invariably  felt  by  small  and  detached  tribes  j to  the  representation  of  a state , it  becomes  a subject  of 
in  the  neighborhood  of  the  whites.  In  addition  to  ' ' ' 1 J ' 

which,  we  may  add  the  genial  nature  of  their  climate, 
which  enables  them  to  pass  more  readily  from  the 
hunter  to  the  herdsman  state;  and  the  fertility  of  their 
soil,  and  the  value  of  their  staple  articles,  particularly 
cotton.  T o these,  however , must  be  added  the  humane 


inquiry  in  what  light  the  Cherokees  are  at  present 
viewed  by  the  government  of  the  United  States.  If 
as  an  independent  nation,  to  be  treated  with  all  the 
forms  of  diplomatic  respect,  the  negociation  with 
them  should  be  transferred  to  the  department  of  state, 
and  will,  no  doubt, be  preceded  by  a proper  examina- 


and  benevolent  policy  of  the  government,  which  has  i tion  into  their  authority  to  speak  for  the  Cherokee 
ever  directed  a fostering  care  to  the  Indians  within  j tribe,  on  matters  affecting  its  prosperity  and  exis- 


our  limits.  This  policy  is  as  old  as  the  government  j tence.  If  to  be  viewed  as  other  Indians-,  as  persons 
itself;  and  has  been  habitually  and  strongly  extended  ■ suffered  to  reside  within  the  territorial  limits  of  the 
to  the  Cherokee  nation.  United  States,  and  subject  to  every  restraint  w hich 

By  the  1 4th  article  of  the  treaty  of  Holston,  in  the  the  policy  and  powrer  of  the  general  government  rc- 
year  1791,  it  is  stipulated,  “that  the  Cherokee  nation  j quire  to  be  imposed  on  them,  for  the  interest  of  the 
may  be  led  to  a greater  degree  of  civilization,  and  to  union,  the  interest  of  a particular  state,  ar.d  their  own 
become  herdsmen  and  cultivators,  instead  of  remain-  : preservation,  it  is  necessary  that  these  misguided  men 
tng  in  a state  of  hunters,  the  United  States  will,  from  should  be  taught  by  the  general  government  that  there 
time  to  time  furnish,  gratuitously,  the  said  nation  with  is  no  alternative  between  their  removal  beyond  the 
useful  implements  of  husbandry ; and,  further  to  assist . limits  of  the  state  of  Georgia  and  their  extinction, 
the  said  nation  in  so  desirable  a pursuit,  and,  at  the  The  government  of  the  United  States  will  deceive 
same  time^  to  establish  a certain  mode  of  communica-  them  grossly  if  they  are  led  to  believe,  that,  at  this 
tion,  the  United  States  will  send  such  and  so  many  j day,  their  consent  is  necessary  to  the  fulfilment  of  its 
persons  to  reside  in  the  said  nation,  as  they  may  obligations  to  the  state  of  Georgia.  Their  will  must 
judge  proper,  not  exceeding  four  in  number,  who  (yield  to  the  paramount  duties  of  the  general  govepp- 
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meat,  to  itself  and  to  each  member  of  the  confederacy,  j which  produced  this  can  effect  another  change;  cait 
The  Cherokees  allege  (if,  indeed,  the  representation  j induce  the  remnant  still  in  the  limits  of  Georgia,  to 
is  made  with  their  authority)  that  they  are  resolved  i follow  their  brethren  to  the  west,  to  a territory  which 
neither  to  leave  nor  sell  the  lands  on  which  they  re-  ' ’ ‘ 

side — lands  which  belong  to  the  state  of  Georgia; 
over  which  Georgia  did  claim  sovereignty  until  the 
adoption  of  the  federal  constitution,  and  over  which 
she  will  exercise  her  powers  whenever  any  adminis- 
tration of  the  general  government  resolves  to  fix  per- 
mantlv  upon  them  any  persons  who  are  not , and  Avhom 


the  general  government  can  rightfully  bestow  upon 
them  as  a temporary  or  permanent  property,  without 
interfering  with  a right  or  encroaching  upon  the  so- 
vereignty of  any  state.  Argument  is  not  necessary  to 
show,  that  a power  which  interposes  obstacles  to  the 
accomplishment  of  its  own  promises,  violates  its  faith; 
and  that,  to  plead  the  impossibility  to  perform  an  en- 
she  will  never  suffer  to  become,  her  citizens.  The  gagement,  when  that  impossibility  is  produced  by 


doctrines  of  the  general  government,  sanctioned  by  the 
highest  tribunanls,  vindicate  the  claim  of  Georgia  to 
the  ownership  of  the  soil.  The  Indians  are  simply 
occupants — tenants  at  will — incapable  of  transferring 
even  their  naked  possession,  except  through  the  in- 
strumentality of  the  United  States,  to  the  state  of 
Georgia.  Aware  of  the  tenure  by  which  their  tem- 
porary possession  is  held,  their  head  men  have  sought, 
in  many  instances,  to  secure  from  the  United  States 
a title  to  the  soil  itself.  Stipulations  have  been  en- 
tered into  by  the  general  government  equally  contra- 
dictory to  the  rights  of  Georgia,  and  the  obligations  of 
the  U.  States;  stipulations,  however,  which  shew  that 
the  general  government  have  the  acknowledged  right 
to  transfer  the  possession  of  the  Cherokee  lands  to 
the  state  of  Georgia.  The  power  which  takes  from 
the  Cherokee  tribe  a portion  of  soil  to  confer  it  on  a 
Cherokee  chief,  under  a different  tenure,  can  right- 
fully take  from  the  Cherokee  nation  for  the  benefit  of 
a state. 

It  is  with  deep  concern  that  the  necessity  is  felt  of 
pressing  upon  the  general  government  the  considera- 
tions that  are  due  to  its  character  for  good  faith  in  its 
contracts  with  a member  of  the  union.  Since  the 
year  1892,  implicit  reliance  has  been  placed  in  the 
general  government;  and  the  just  expectation  has  been 
indulged,  that,  in  the  execution  of  its  high  duties,  the 
executive  administration  would  carefully  and  steadily 
pursue  the  object  for  which  the  faith  of  the  union  was 
pledged — the  peaceable  extinguishment,  on  reasonable 
terms,  of  the  Indian  title  to  all  the  lands  within  the  ter- 
ritoral  limits  of  Georgia.  In  IS  17,  the  public  declara- 
tion of  the  president  to  congress,  that  an  arrangement 
had  been  made,  by  which;  in  exchange  for  lands  be- 


those  who  engage  to  perform  it,  would  be  equally 
dishonorable  and  hypocritical.  The  president  is  pro- 
bably not  aware  that  the  United  States  will  be  liable 
to  such  accusations,  if  the  present  moment  is  suffered 
to  pass  without  a full  compliance  on  their  part,  with 
the  obligations  of  the  treaty  of  cession  of  1802.  What 
has  created  the  strong  desire  of  the  Cherokee  Indians 
to  remain  where  they  are?  The  policy  of  the  general 
government;  the  pretended  guarantees  of  their  pos- 
sessions; the  attempted  changes  in  the  nature  of  their 
titles  to  them ; the  lessons  received  from  their  masters 
in  the  arts  of  civilized  life;  the  acquisition  of  property 
and  the  desire  of  extending  and  securing  it;  a policy 
just  and  generous  to  the  Indians,  but  solely  at  the  ex- 
pense of  a member  of  the  union;  at  war,  not  less  with 
the  rights  of  that  member  of  the  union,  than  with  the 
solemn  promises  of  the  general  government.  The 
United  States  have  the  same  right  to  colonize  a tribe 
of  Indians  from  the  Colombia  or  Redriver,  in  Geor- 
gia, as  they  have  to  pursue  a system  of  policy  whose 
aim  or  end  shall  be  the  permanency  of  the  Cherokees* 
within  that  state. 

If  the  Cherokees  are  unwilling  to  remove,  the  causes 
of  that  unwillingness  are  to  be  traced  to  the  United 
States.  If  a peaceable  purchase  cannot  be  made  in 
the  ordinary  mode,  nothing  remains  to  be  done  but  to 
order  their  removal  to  a designated  territory  beyond 
tli e limits  of  Georgia,  and  give  an  ample  equivalent 
for  the  territory  left  by  them,  and  an  ample  support  to 
the  territory  granted  to  them.  An  order  of  this  kind 
will  not  be  disregarded  by  the  Cherokee  tribe,  whose 
interest  will  be  essentially  promoted  by  a compliance 
with  it,  (whatever  maybe  the  effect  of  it  upon  a few 
chief  men,  who  seem  to  consider  their  men  interest  as 
yond  the  Mississippi,  a great  part,  if  not  the  whole,  j separate  and  distinct  from  that  of  their  brethren,)  as 
of  the  lands  possessed  by  the  Cherokee  tribe  eastward  ! it  must  he  obvious  that  a tranquil  and  undisturbed 
of  that  river,  in  the  states  of  North  Carolina,  Tennes-  j possession  of  a permaner;4  proper!  can  alone  enable 
see  and  Georgia,  and  in  the  territory  of  Alabama,  j them  to  acquire  the  arts  of  civilized  life,  and  to  secure 
would  be  soon  acquired,  gave  a just  expectation  that ! to  them  its  benefits. 


the  Rational  pledge  given  to  Georgia  would  here-! 
deemed.  In  the  eight  years  which  have  succeeded 


Our  duty  is  performed  by  remonstrating  against  the 
policy  heretofore  pursued,  by  which  the  interests  of 


these  anticipations  of  the  president  have  been  realiz-  | Georgia  have  been  disregarded,  to  the  accomplish 
ed  every  where  but  in  Georgia.  The  successive  pur-  j ment  of  other  objects  of  general  interest;  and  a com- 
chases  made,  since  that  period,  have  crowded  the  !pliancewith  a solemn  promise  postponed,  for  the  ac- 
Cherokees  out  of  Tennessee,  North  Carolina  and  Ala-  ' quisi  i n of  territory  for  the  genera  government;  and 

by  insisting,  as  we  do  most  earnestly,  upon  an  immediate 
fulfilment  of  the  obligations  of  the  articles  of  cession, 
concluded  in  1802,  as  the  only  means  by  which  justice 
can  be  done  to  the  state  we  represent,  and  the  charac- 
ter of  the  general  government  be  vindicated. 

J.  Elliott,  ) „ , 

N.  Ware.  \ Se»“tors- 
Joel  Abbot, 


bama,  almost  altogether  into  Georgia:  and  the  terms 
upon  which  they  have  been  made,  have  created  all 
the  difficulties  now  encountered  in  the  peaceful  acqui- 
sition, on  reasonable  terms,  of  the  lands  upon  which  the 
Cherokees  are  now  permitted  to  remain:  difficulties 
which  are  every  hour  increasing,  from  the  policy  pur- 
sued by  the  general  government. 

It  is  with  all  due  respect  a subject  of  serious  in- 
quiry, what  produced  the  extraordinary  change  in  the  ’ 
wishes  of  the  Cherokee  tribe,  as  expressed  in  the  1 
treaty  of  1817?  I low  it  happened  that  the  Cherokees  ' 
of  the  upper  towns,  most  of  whom  were  without  the  | 
limits ’of  Georgia,  and  who  desired  to  be  permanently  \ 
fixed  on  the  lands  upon  which  they  then  lived,  were 
induced,  in  1 S 1 9,  to  abandon  their  designs,  and  many 
of  them  to  become  inhabitants  of  the  region  beyond  ; 
the  Mississippi,  while  the  Cherokees  of  the  lower 
towns,  (most  of  them  iciihin  the  state  of  Georgia,) 
anxiously  desiring  to  remove  in  1817,  were,  in  1S19,  , 
tempted  to  remain,  and  filled  with  the  desire  of  a per- 
manent establishment  there?  The  same  exertions' 


1 


Geo.  Cary, 

Tii  W.  Cobb, 

W.  Cfthbert, 

•Toiix  Forsyth, 
Wiley  Thompson'. 
Washington,  10 th  March,  1S24. 


• Representatives. 


Eighteenth  Congress — first  session. 

SEN'ATE. 

April  8.  Mr.  Johnson,  of  Kentucky,  rose  to  request 
some  member  who  voted  for  the  recommitment  of 
the  bill  “to  abolish  imprisonment  for  debt,”  to  do 
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him  the  favor  to  move  are-consideration  of  that  vote  j 

hi*  vish  was,  to  have  a distinct  vote  taken  on  that 

bilh  Such  a vote  would  not  affect  the  proposition 
contained  in  the  instructions  which  were  given  to 
the  committee,  on  the  re-commitment  of  the  bill,  at 
the  instance  of  the  honorable  member  from  South 
Carolina.  He  did  not  wish  to  press  the  subject  upon 
the  senate,  but  hoped  that  an  opportunity  would  be 
given  to  him  to  record  his  vote  in  favor  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  Thomas,  who  had  voted  in  favor  of  re-commit- 
ment, moved,  in  order  to  meet  the  wishes  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  Kentucky,  that  the  vote  by  which  the 
bill  was  re-comrnitted  should  be  re-considered. 

Mr.  Hayne  opposed  the  re-consideration  of  that 
vote.  He  said  he  had  stated,  when  he  made  the  mo- 
tion to  re-commit  the  bill,  that  he  wished  no  member, 
who  was  in  favor  cf  the  final  passage  of  the  bill, 
would  vote  for  its  re-commitment — and  he  consider- 
ed that  vote  as  distinctly  expressing  the  sense  of  the 
senate  on  that  subject.  Mr.  H.  proceeded  to  consi- 
der the  principles  of  the  bill,  and  said,  he  believed  it 
altogether  an  inefficient  remedy  for  the  evils  which 
were  intended  to  be  met  by  it.  With  this  view,  he 
had  moved  to  instruct  the  committee,  on  the  re-com- 
mitme-ii't  of  the  bill,  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
instituting  a general  system  of  bankruptcy.  He  hoped 
the  vote  tore-commit  would  not  be  re-considered. 

Mr.  Taylor , of  Virginia,  spoke  in  favor  of  re-consi- 
deration— and  proceeded  to  shew  why  this  bill  ought 
to  be  passed,  without  reference  to  a bankrupt  system. 

Several  other  gentlemen  delivered  their  opinions, 
and  the  question  was  taken  on  re-considering  the 
vote  by  which  the  bill  was  re-committed,  and  decided 
in  the  affirmative,  by  yeas  and  nays,  as  follows: 

YEAS— Messrs  Br-nton,  Erareh,  Chandler,  E ton.  Findlay. 
Holmes,  of  Maine,  Holmes,  of  Mississippi,  Jackson,  Johnson,  of 
Ken.  I S.  Johnston,  Kelly.  King,  of  Alabama,  Lanman.  Lowrie, 
Mcliraine,  Macon,  Rnggles.  Smith,  Talbot.  Taylor,  of  Indiana, 
Tay*or,of  Virginia,  Thomas  ami  Van  Burn  — 23. 

NAYS — M ssrs-  Barton,  Bell.  Clayton.  D’Wolf,  Edwards,  Gail- 
far".  Hayne,  King,  of  N Y.  Knight,  Lloyd,  of  Mass.  Mills, Noble, 
Palmer.  Parrott,  Seymour,  V.,u  Dyke.  War-  aud  Williams— 18. 

Mr.  Hayne  moved  that  the  further  consideration  of 
the  subject  should  be  indefinitely  postponed.  After  de- 
bate— 

The  question  on  postponing  the  bill  indefinitely  was 
then  put,  and  decided  in  the  negative,  by  yeas  and 
nays,  as  follows: 

YEAS— Messrs  Barton,  Bell,  Clayton,  D’Wolf,  Dickerson, 
Edwards.  Gaiilard,  Hayne,  King,  of  N.  Y Knight,  Mills.  Palmer, 
Parrott.  Rnggles,  Seymour,  Van  Dyke.  War. . Williams—  8. 

NAYS  — M ssrs.  Benton,  Brandt,  Chandler,  Eaton,  Findlay, 
Holmes,  of  Me.  Hoi"  es,  cf  Miss.  Jackson.  Johnson,  of  K r».  J S 
Johnston, Kelly  Lanman.  L>  wrie,  Mellvaiiie,  Macon.  Smith, Tal- 
bot, Taylor,  of  Ind.  Taylor  of  Virgini  a,  Thomas,  Van  Boren— 21. 

After  further  debate,  the  bill  was  passed  to  be  en- 
grossed and  read  a third  time. 

April  9.  Much  of  the  time  of  this  day  was  occupied 
in  further  considering  the  bill  “to  enable  the  presi- 
dent to  carry  into  effect  the  treaty  made  at  Ghent,  the 
24th  December,  1814,  excluding  foreigners  from  trade 
and  intercourse  with  the  Indian  tribes  within  the 
United  States,  and  to  preserve  the  fur  trade  within 
the  limits  of  the  said  United  States  to  American  citi- 
zens’’ [for  the  protection  of  the  fur  trade.] 

Messrs.  Barton  and  Benton , both  of  Missouri,  ably 
supported  the  bill — 

Mr.  Loicrie  moved  to  strike  out  the  5th  section. 
It  provides  an  appropriation  of  $13,100  “to  enable 
the  president  to  cause  a competent  military  force  to 
be  transported  to,  and  stationed  at,  such  point  on  the 
Upper  Missouri,  as  he  shall  deem  best  calculated  to 
effect  the  objects  of  the  bill.”  Mr.  L.  said,  he  thought 
it  would  be  quite  time  enough  for  us  to  take  measures 
for  the  protection  of  our  fur  trade,  when  wc  had  suc- 
ceeded in  preventing  our  own  citizens  from  hunting 
and  trapping  on  the  Indian  territories. 

Mr.  Benton  read  some  documents  in  relation  to  the 
expense  of  the  proposed  expedition,  and  to  prove  its 
necessity  as  a means  for  protection  to,  and  increase 
of,  our  valuable  fur  trade.  He  said  the  only  question 


was,  whether  the  fur  trade  was  worth  the  expense  of 
supporting  four  companies  to  protect  it?  He  believ- 
ed it  was  well  worth  the  expense. 

After  Messrs.  Holmes  and  Mills  had  spoken  in  favor 
of  the  motion,  and  Messrs.  Johnson  of  Kentucky  and 
Benton  against  it, 

The  question  on  striking  out  the  5th  section  of  the 
bill  was  then  put,  and  carried  in  the  affirmative,  by 
yeas  and  nays,  as  follows: 

YEAS — M.  ssrs  BMrbour.  B-Jl,  Branch,  Chandler.  Clayton, 
D’VVuH,  Dicki-rso",  G»illard,  Holmes  ot  Me.  King,  of  Ala.  King, 
oi  N Y.  Knight,  Lannian,  Lloyd,  of  Mass.  I.owne,  Mcllvaint,  Ma- 
con. Mills, Nobk  , Paine  r,  Parrott,  Rnggles.  Seymour,  Smith,  Tay- 
lor of  Ind.  Taylor,  of  Va.  Thomas.  Vaa  Buren,  Van  Dyke,  and 
Ware— 3c. 

NAYS— Messrs.Barton.  Benton,  EatoB,  Edwards,  Findlay,  Hayne. 
Jackson.  Johusen.  of  Ken.  H.  Johnson,  J.  S.  Johnston,  Kell)  and 
Talbot— 12. 

Some  other  proceedings  being  had,  the  bill  was  or- 
dered to  lie  on  the  table,  and  the  amendments  to  be 
printed. 

The  bill  “to  abolish  imprisonment  for  debt”  was 
read  the  third  time.  Objections  were  then  made  ta 
certain  parts  of  the  bill,  by  Messrs.  Lanman , Mills , 
Vandyke  and  Hayne — which  were  replied  to  by  Messrs. 
Talbot , Van  Buren  and  Johnson , of  Kentucky.  One  or 
two  immaterial  amendments  were  made  by  general 
consent.  An  amendment,  proposed  by  Mr.  Johnson , 
of  Kentucky,  was  objected  to  by  Mr.  Hayne — and 
one  submitted  by  Mr.  Van  Buren  was  objected  to  by 
Mr.  Loicrie;  they  could  not,  therefore,  be  received; 
as  no  amendment  can  be  considered,  after  the  third 
reading  of  a bill,  except  by  general  consent. 

The  question  was  then  taken,  on  the  final  passage 
of  the  bill,  and  carried  in  the  affirmative,  by  yeas  and 
nays,  as  follows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Barbour,  Benton,  Branch,  Eaton,  Findlay, 
Holmes,  of  Maine.  Jickson,  Johnson,  of  Kentucky,  Henry  John- 
son, J.  S.  Johnston,  Kelly,  King, of  Alah  Lanman,  Lloyd,  of  Massa- 
chusetts, Lowrie.  Mcllveinc,  Macon  South.  Talbot. Taylor,  oiTud. 
Taylor,  ot  Virginia,  Thomas,  Van  Boren,  W illiams— 24. 

N YS.— Messrs.  Barton.  Bell,  Chandb  r. Clayton,  D Wolf,  Dick- 
erson^ wards  Gaidar  i.  Hayne,  King,  m N.  Y.  Knight,  Mills,  No- 
ble, Palmer,  Parrott.  Ruggfes,  Seymour, Vau  Dyke,  Ware — 19. 

So  the  bill  passed  the  senate. 

The  usual  question  on  the  title  being  put,  Mr.  Mills 
moved  that  it  be  stricken  out.  He  thought  the  provi- 
sions of  the  bill  did  not  concur  with  its  title — and  that 
it  was  holding  out  an  appearance  of  a general  abo- 
lition of  imprisonment  for  debt,  when  such  a thing 
was  not  to  be  effected  by  the  bill.  He  proposed 
to  substitute  the  following:  “A  bill  to  regulate  the 
processes  of  the  courts  of  the  United  States  in 
certain  cases.”  This  was  objected  to  by  Messrs. 
Johnson , of  Ken.  Talbot  and  Holmes,  cf  Maine.  It 
was  contended  by  the  friends  of  the  bill,  that  they 
ought,  at  least,  to  have  the  privilege  of  naming  their 
own  child — that  there  could  be  no  harm  in  leading 
the  people  to  the  sweet  belief,  for  a few  weeks,  at 
least,  that  imprisonment  for  debt  was  to  be  abolished 
— and  that,  as  so  many  amendments  had  been  made  in 
the  bill,  the  title,  being  the  best  remaining  part  of  it, 
ought  not  to  be  lost.  The  question  was  then  put, 
upon  striking  out  the  title  of  the  bill,  and  decided  in 
the  negative. 

April  12.  «Mr.  Macon  said,  he  thought  it  was  quite 
time  that  congress  should  be  looking  towards  the 
time  of  adjournment — and,  with  a view  to  bring  the 
subject  before  the  senate,  he  offered  a joint  resolution, 
authorizing  the  president  of  the  senate,  and  the  spea- 
ker of  the  house  of  representatives,  to  adjourn  the 
present  session  of  congress,  on  the  fourth  day  of  May 
next  The  resolution  was  read,  and  laid  over  for  con- 
sideration. 

The  greater  part  of  this  day  was  spent  in  the  consi- 
deration of  local  matters  or  private  claims.  The  two 
following,  however,  as  they  go  to  establish  principles 
are  noticed — 

The  bill  “extending  the  benefit  of  copy  rights  to  the 
authors  of  paintings  and  drawings,  was  taken  up  in 
committee  of  the  whole.  It  was  reported  to  the  sc- 
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nate  without  amendment:  Mr.  Mills  stated  some  dif- 
ficulties which  he  thought  would  attend  the  passage 
of  this  bill.  Mr.  Loiorie  said  he  had  been  induced  to 
introduce  the  bill,  by  the  remark  of  Mr.  Peale,  in 
relation  to  his  portrait  of  Washington — he  was  ap- 
plied to  for  the  purchase  of  the  painting;  but  said  he 
should  be  unwilling  to  sell  it,  if  he  could  not  have 
the  same  privilege  of  profiting  by  his  work,  as  writ- 
ers of  books  have  in  theirs.  Mr.  L.  did  not  know 
why  he  should  not  have  that  privilege.  Mr.  Mills  re- 
plied, that,  had  such  an  act  as  this  been  in  existence 
before  Mr.  Peale  executed  his  painting,  he  could  not 
have  completed  it;  as  Stuart  had  previously  execut- 
ed a portrait  of  Washington,  from  which  this,  of  Mr. 
Peale’s,  was  but  a copy  with  some  little  embellish- 
ment. He  thought  such  an  act  of  congress  would 
have  a great  tendency  to  retard  the  progress  of  the 
art  of  painting — as  it  would  do  away  the  right  of  imi- 
tating, and  attempting  to  excel  paintings  already  in 
existence. 

After  further  debate,  the  bill  was  reported  to  the 
senate,  and  it  was  refused  a third  reading. 

The  bill  from  the  other  house,  and  which  was  re- 
ported by  the  committee  on  pensions  in  the  senate, 
“for  the  relief  of  Sarah  Chitwood,”  was  taken  up  in 
committee  of  the  whole.  Mr.  Noble  stated  the  grounds 
of  this  bill ; and  said  that  a majority  of  the  commit- 
tee on  pensions  were  against  the  passage  of  the  bill, 
and  had  instructed  him  to  move  its  indefinite  post- 
ponement. Mr.  Lanman  stated  that  the  person  for 
whose  relief  this  bill  was  drawn,  was  the  widow  of  an 
officer  who  was  in  the  service  of  the  United  States, 
during  the  late  war.  In  consequence  of  hardship  and 
fatigue  in  the  service,  he  was  taken  sick;  and,  being 
in  a deranged  state  of  mind,  was  carried  home  by  his 
family,  and  he  died  in  nine  days  afterwards.  Had  his 
decease  taken  place  before  he  was  carried  home,  his 
widow  would  have  obtained  the  pension  allowed  by 
law.  Mr.  L.  contended,  that  she  came  within  the 
- spirit , if  not  within  the  letter  of  the  law. 

Messrs.  Eaton , and  II.  Johnson,  of  Louisiana,  also 
supported  the  claim;  and  Messrs.  Chandler  and  No- 
ble opposed  it,  on  the  ground  that  the  husband  of  the 
petitioner  did  not  die  in  the  service,  and  that,  if  it  was 
adopted  as  a principle,  that  the  widows  and  orphans 
of  persons  contracting  diseases  in  the  public  service, 
which  caused  their  subsequent  death,  were  to  draw 
pensions,  a general  law  to  that  effect  ought  to  be  pas- 
sed; but,  as  the  law  at  present  only  makes  this  provi- 
sion for  the  relatives  of  those  who  actually  die  in  the 
service,  the  pension  ought  not  to  be  given  to  this  peti- 
tioner, any  more  than  if  her  husband  had  died  ten 
years  after. 

The  bill  was  then  indefinitely  postponed,  and 

The  senate  adjourned  till  to-morrow. 

April  IS.  The  resolution  submitted  yesterday  by 
Mr.  Lloyd,  of  Massachusetts,  requesting  the  president 
of  the  United  States  “to  cause  to  be  communicated 
to  the  senate  so  much  of  the  correspondence  of  the 
minister  of  the  United  States  at  the  court  of  Lisbon, 
with  the  government  of  Portugal,  as  has  reference  to 
the  commercial  relations  between  the  two  countries; 
together  with  such  other  information  connected  there- 
with, as  may  be  in  the  possession  of  the  government'; 
and  which,  in  his  opinion,  may,  without  injury  to  the 
public  interest,  be  made  known;”  was  read  for  consi- 
deration. After  an  explanation  by  the  mover  of  the 
resolution,  of  the  motives  which  led  to  its  introduction, 
with  a brief  history  of  the  trade  between  the  United 
States  and  Portugal,  and  a developement  of  the  effect 
of  different  tariffs  upon  it,  the  resolution  was  agreed 
toby  the  senate. 

The  resolution  submitted  yesterday  by  Mr.  Macon, 
fixing  the  fourth  day  of  May  next  for  the  termination 
of  the  present  session  of  congress,  was  taken  up  for 
consideration. 

Some  remarks  on  the  subject  were  made  by  Messrs. 


Macon,  Findlay,  Barbour,  Noble,  and  Ruggles.  Mr.  No- 
ble moved  that  the  resolution  be  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table.  This  question  was  determined  in  the  negative, 
by  yeas  and  nays,  as  follows: 

YE  AS— Messrs.  Barton,  Bell.  D’ Wolf,  Dickerson,  Edwards,  Find- 
lay Kell),  King,  of  Ala.  Knight,  Lowrie,  Mellvaiue,  Noble, Rug- 
gles,  Seymour,  Talbot.  Thomas— 16. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Barbour,  Bra  >ch,  Chandler,  Clayton,  Eaton,  El- 
liot. Hayne,  Holmes,  of  Maine,  Jackson,  J.  S.  Johnston,  of  Lou. 
King,  of  N Yr.  Lanman,  Lloyd,  of  Md.  Llovd,  of  Mass.  Macon, 
Mills,  Palmer,  Parrott,  Smith,  Taylor,  of  Ind.'  Taylor,  of  Va.  Van 
Buren,  Ware,  Williams— 24 

The  further  consideration  of  the  subject  was  then 
postponed  till  Monday  next.  Several  local  or  private 
bills  were  passed. 

Mr.  Van  Buren,  from  the  committee  on  the  judi- 
ciary, reported  a bill  “in  further  addition  to  the  act, 
entitled  ‘Aii  act  to  establish  an  uniform  system  of 
naturalization,  and  to  repeal  an  act  heretofore  passed 
on  that  subject.’  ” 

The  other  business  transacted  will  sufficiently  ap- 
pear in  subsequent  details. 

April  14.  The  bill  relative  to  the  election  of  a 
president  and  vice  president  of  the  United  States,  oc- 
cupied considerable  time  this  day.  It  appears  only 
to  relate  to  the  transmission  of  the  votes  of  the  elec- 
toral colleges  to  the  seat  of  government.  It  was  not 
finally  acted  upon. 

Several  private  claims  were  considered,  &c. 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

Thursday,  April  8.  Mr.  Taliaferro,  the  representa- 
tive elect  from  Virginia,  chosen  to  fill  the  vacancy  oc- 
casioned by  the  death  of  Mr.  William  Lee  Ball,  ap- 
peared, was  qualified,  and  took  his  seat. 

The  house  passed  to  the  unfinished  business  of  yes- 
terday, being  the  report  of  the  committee  of  the. 
whole  on  the  bill  for  a revision  of  the  tariff  of  duties 
on  imports. 

The  question  being  on  the  second  amendment  re- 
ported by  the  committee  of  the  whole,  viz : to  strike 
out,  after  “ manufactured in  the  51st  line,  to  the  end 
of  the  section,  “a  duty  of  twenty-five  per  centum  ad 
valorem,  until  the  first  day  of  June,  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  twenty-five;  afterwards  a duty  of 
thirty  per  centum  ad  valorem,  until  the  first  day  of 
June,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twenty-six;  af- 
terwards, a duty  of  forty  per  centum  ad  valorem  un- 
til the  first  day  of  June,  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  twenty-seven,  and,  after  that  time,  a duty  of  fif- 
ty per  centum  ad  valorem;”  and  insert  the  following: 
“A  duty  of  twenty  per  centum  ad  valorem,  until  the 
first  day  of  June,  1825;  afterwards,  a duty  of  twenty- 
five  per  centum  ad  valorem,  until  the  first  day  of  June, 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twenty-six;  after- 
wards, a duty  of  thirty  per  centum  ad  valorem,  until 
the  first  day  of  June,  1827;  afterwards,  a duty  of 
thirty-five  per  Gentum  ad  valorem  until  the  first  of 
June,  1828;  afterwards,  a duty  of  forty  per  centum 
ad  valorem,  until  the  first  of  June,  1S29;  afterwards, 
a duty  of  forty-five  per  centum  until  the  first  of  June, 
1830;  and,  after  that,  a duty  of  fifty  per  centum  ad 
valorem:  Provided,  That  all  wool,  the  actual  value  of 
which,  at  the  place  whence  imported,  shall  not  ex- 
ceed ten  cents  per  pound,  shall  be  charged  with  a 
duty  of  fifteen  per  centum  ad  valorem,  and  no  more.” 

After  Mr.  Poinseif  had  spoken  generally  against  the 
bill,  the  question  was  taken  and  the  amendment 
agreed  to  without  a decision. 

The  house  then  proceeded  to  the  third  amendment, 
which  is,  to  strike  out  the  words  “printing  types” 
from  the  class  of  twenty-five  per  centum  ad  valorem 
duties.  This  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  fourth  amendment  proposes  to  insert,  in  the 
87tn  line,  the  following:  “On  all  ingrain  carpets  or 
carpeting,  twenty-five  cents  per  square  yard.” 

The  fifth  amendment  pr  poses  to  insert,  “on  oil 
cloth  carpeting,  and  on  oil  cloths  of  every  descrip 
tion,  a duty  of  thirty  per  centum  ad  valorem.” 
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With  these  two  amendments,  the  clause  reads  as  | 
follows:  ! 

“On  Brussels,  Venetian,  Turkey  and  W llton  carpets 
and  carpeting,  fifty  cents  per  square  yard;  on  all  in- 
grain carpets  or  carpeting,  twenty-five  cents  per 
square  yard.  On  all  other  kinds  of  carpets  and  car- 
peting, of  wool,  tlax,  hemp,  cotton  or  parts  of  either, 
twenty  cents  per  square  yard;  on  oil  cloth  carpeting, 
and  on  oil  cloths  of  every  description,  a duty  of  thir- 
ty per  centum  ad  valorem.” 

Both  these  amendments  were  agreed  to,  the  first 
without  a division,  and  the  latter  by  a vote  of — ayes 
99,  noes  72.  ■ 

Mr.  Kremer , of  Pennsylvania,  then  observed,  that 
he  had  been  requested  by  several  members  who  were  | 
absent  yesterday,  when  the  vote  was  taken  on  reduc-  j 
ing  the  minimum  on  woollens  from  80  to  40  cents,  | 
and  by  some  others  who  had  voted  under  a misappre-| 
hension  with  respect  to  the  consequences  of  their  j 
vote,  to  move  for  a reconsideration  of  the  vote  taken. 

Being  called  on  for  his  reasons,  Mr.  Kremer  explain- 1 
ed  them  more  at  length.  It  was  resolved  that  the ! 
question  of  re-consideration  should  be  decided  by  | 
yeas  and  nays.  A long  debate  followed.  Mr.  For- 
syth moved  a call  of  the  house,  and  the  names  of  the  j 
absentees  were  called  over.  Mr.  Randolph  moved  j 
that  further  proceedings  in  regard  to  them  should  be  J 
dispensed  with.  The  question  was  then  taken  and  the 
house  agreed  to  re-consider — yeas  109,  nays  95. 

[It  does  not  seem  to  be  any  great  use  to  give  the 
list  of  yeas  and  nays  that  follow — Messrs.  Buchanan , 
Isacks,  Kremer  and  others  voted  for  a re-considera- 
tion  of  the  vote,  though  they  finally  supported  the 
amendihent  of  the  committee  of  the  whole,  which  re- 
duced the  minimum  to  40  cents.] 

Messrs.  McDuffie,  Cuthbert  and  Livingston  spoke  in 
favor  of  agreeing  “with  the  committee  of  the  whole; 
they  were  followed  by  Messrs.  Livermore,  McLane  and 
Tod  against  it;  and  then  Messrs.  Livingston,  Webster, 
Cobb,  Mercer,  Randolph  and  P.  P.  Barbour  spoke  on 
the  opposite  side. 

[As  the  yeas  and  nays  will  be  often  referred  to,  we 
have  so  arranged  them  that  the  names  of  those  who 
voted  in  the  affirmative  or  in  the  negative,  will  be 


easily  found.] 

YEAS 

—Messrs. 

Maine. 

Pennsylvania. 

A.  Stevenson 

Georgia., 

Cushman 

Breck 

J.  Stephenson 

Abbot 

Herrick 

Buchanan 

Taliaferro 

Cary 

Lincoln 

Krem.  r 

Tucker 

Cobb 

Longfellow 

Maryland. 

Williams 

Cuthbert 

Burliegh 

Hayward 

North  Carolina.  Forsyth 

O’Bri  n 

Kent 

Burton 

Tattnall 

Verto  Hampshire.Lee 

Connor 

Thompson 

Bartlett 

McKim 

Culpeper 

Kentucky. 

Matson 

Neale 

Edwards 

Buckrn  r 

Plumer 

Spence 

Gatlin 

Thompson 

Massachusetts.  Warfi  Id 

Hall 

Wickliffe 

Baileys 

Virginia. 

Hooks 

Tennessee. 

Crowninshield 

Alexander 

Long 

Allen 

Fuller 

Archer 

Mangum 

Cocke 

Hobart 

P.  P.  Barbour 

Saunders 

I sacks 

Locke 

J.  S-  Barbour 

Spaight 

Reynolds 

Nelson 

Bassett 

Vance 

Sanford 

ed 

Floyd 

Williams 

Standefer 

Sibley 

Garnet 

South  Carolina.  Louisiana. 

"Webster 

L*  ftwich 

Campbell 

Brent 

Netv  York. 

McCoy 

Carter 

Gurley 

Cambreleng 

Mercer 

Gist 

Livingston 

Bay 

Newton 

Govan 

Mississippi. 

Dwinel 

Randolph 

Hamilton 

Rankin 

Frost 

Rives 

McDuffie 

Alabama. 

Richards 

A.  Smith 

Poinsett 

McKee 

"Van  Rensselaer  W.  Smith 

Tucker 

More 

Williams 

A Smyth 

Wilson 

Owen- 101. 

NAYS 

— Messrs. 

Ne 7i?  Hampshire.  Connecticut. 

Crafts 

Foote 

Livermore 

Barber 

Mallary 

Hayden 

"Vyhipple 

Foot 

Rich 

Herkimer 

Massachusetts. 

Sterling 

New  York. 

Hog -boom 

Allen 

Stoddard 

Adams 

Jenkins 

Dwight 

Tomlinson 

Cady 

Lawrence 

Lathrop 

Whitman 

Clark 

Martindale 

Rhode  Island. 

Vermont. 

Collins 

Marvin 

Durfee 

Bradley 

Craig 

Morgan 

Eddy 

Buck 

Eaton 

Rose 

Sharpe 

Ellis 

Maryland. 

Beecher 

Storrs 

Findlay 

Little 

Campbell 

Strong 

Forward 

Mitchell 

Ga/.lay 

Taylor 
Ten  Eyck 

Harris 

Virginia. 

McLean 

Hemphill 

Johnson 

McArthur 

Tracy 

Mark  ley 

Kentucky. 

Patterson 

Tyson 

McKean 

Henry 

Ross 

Van  Wyck 

Miller 

F.  Johnson 

Sloane 

Wood 

Mitchell 

J.  T.  Johnson 

Vance 

Woods 

Patterson 

Letcher 

Vinton 

New  Jersey. 

Plumer 

Metcalfe 

Whittlesey] 

Cassedy 

Rogers 

Moore 

Wiison 

Condict 

Stewart 

Trimble 

Wright 

Garrison 

Tod 

White 

Indiana.' 

Holcombe 

Udree 

Tennessee. 

Prince 

Matlack 

Wayne 

Alexander 

Test 

Swan 

W.  Wilson 

Blair 

Illinois . 

Pennsylvania.  J Wilson 

Houston 

Cook 

Allison 

Delaware. 

Ohio. 

Missouri. 

Brown 

Edwards 

McLane 

Bartley 

Scott— 104. 

Friday,  Jlpril  9.  After  some  unimportant  business  . 

The  house  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  report 
of  the  committee  of  the  whole  on  the  bill  for  the  re- 
vision of  the  tariff. 

The  house  concurred  with  the  committee  of  the 
whoje  in  the  5th  amendment,  which  is  to  strike  out 
the  following: 

“On  Russia  duck,  per  piece  of  fifty-two  archeens. 
two  dollars  each  piece ; 

“On  Raven’s  Duck,  perpeice  of  fifty-two  archeens, 
one  dollar  and  twenty-five  cents  each  piece; 

“On  Holland  duck,  per  piece  of  fifty-two  archeens, 
two  dollars  and  fifty  cents  each  piece.” 

The  house  also  agreed  to  the  sixth  amendment, 
which  is  to  substitute  the  4\  cents  insead  of  six 
cents,  as  the  duty  on  cotton  bagging.  Ayes  84,  noes  62. 

The  7th  amendment,  which  is  t€^  reduce  the  duty 
on  bar  iron,  from  $1  12  to  90  cents  per  hundred 
weight,  being  under  consideration — 

A debate  arose,  in  which  Messrs.  Buchanan,  Udree, 
Brown  and  Stewart,  opposed  the  reduction;  and 
Messrs.  Reed,  Randolph , McDuffie,  Mercer,  Cambreleng, 
Webster  and  Marvin  supported  it. 

The  question  was  taken  by  yeas  and  nays,  at  a 
quarter  of  an  hour  before  four  o’clock — when  the 
house  agreed  to  the  reduction — ayes  120,  noes  85. 

A motion  to  adjourn  was  then  made  and  carried— r 
ayes  102,  noes  97. 

So  th&  house  adjourned. 

[For  the  reasons  already  assigned,  we  shall  ar- 
range the  vote  on  the  reduction  of  the  proposed  duty 
on  iron  in  the  same  manner  that  we  have  that  which 
was  taken  on  the  minimum  of  woollen  goods — ] 

Yeas.  Maine — Messrs.  Burleigh,  Cushman,  Her- 
rick, Kidder,  Lincoln,  Longfellow,  O’Brien. 

New  Hampshire — Messrs.  Bartlett,  Harvey,  Liver- 
more, Matson,  Plumer,  Whipple. 

Massachusetts — Messrs.  Allen,  Baylies,  Crownin- 
shield,  Dwight,  Fuller,  Hobart,  Lathrop,  Locke,  Nel- 
son, Reed,  Sibly,  Webster. 

Rhode  Island — Messrs.  Durfee,  Eddy. 

Connecticut — Messrs.  Barber,  Foot,  Stoddard,  Tom- 
linson. M 

Vermont — Mr.  Buck. 

New  York — Messrs.  Cady,  Cambreleng,  Clark,  Day. 
Dwinell,  Eaton,  Foote,  Frost,  Hogeboom,  Jenkins, 
Lawrence,  Litchfield,  Ten  Eyck,  Tyson,  Van  Rensse- 
laer, Williams. 

Pennsylvania — Mr.  Breck. 

Maryland ■ — Messrs.  Hayward,  Kent,  Lee,  McKim. 
Mitchell,  Neale,  Spence,  Warfield. 

Virginia — Messrs.  Alexander,  Archer,  P.  P.  Bar- 
bour, J.  S.  Barbour,  Bassett,  Floyd,  Garnet,  Leit- 
wich,  McCoy,  Mercer,  Newton,  Randolph,  A.  Smith, 
W.  Smith,  A.  Smyth,  A.  Stevenson,  J.  Stephenson, 
Taliaferro,  Tucker,  Williams. 

North  Carolina — Messrs.  Burton,  Conner,  Culpe- 
per, Edwards,  Gatlin,  Hall,  Hooks,  Long,  Mangum. 
Saunders,  Spaight,  Vance,  Williams. 

South  Carolina — Messrs.  Campbell,  Carter,  Gist. 
Covan,  Hamilton,  M’Duffie,  Poinsett,  Tucker,  Wilson 
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Georgia — Messrs.  Abbot,  Cary,  Cobb,  Cuthbert, 
Forsyth,  Tatnali,  Thompson. 

Kentucky — Messrs.  Buckner,  Thompson,  WickliiTe. 

Tennessee — Messrs.  Allen,  Cocke,  Reynolds. 

Ohio — Mr.  Wilson. 

Louisiana — Messrs.  Brent,  Livingston. 

Indiana — Mr.  Prince. 

Mississippi — Mr.  Rankin. 

Alabama — Messrs.  McKee,  Moore,  Owen. — 120. 

Nays.  Connecticut — Messrs.  Sterling,  Whitman. 

Vermont — Messrs.  Bradley,  Crafts,  Mallary,  Rich. 

New  York — Messrs.  Adams,  Collins,  Craig,  Hayden, 
Herkimer,  Martindale,  Marvin,  Morgan,  Richards, 
Sharpe,  Strong,  Taylor,  Tracy,  Van  Wyck,  Wood, 
Woods. 

New  Jersey — Messrs.  Cassedy,  Condict,  Garrison, 
Holcombe,  Matlack,  Swan. 

Pennsylvania — Messrs.  Allison,  Brown,  Buchanan, 
Edwards,  Ellis,  Farrelly,  Findlay,  Forward,  Harris, 
Hemphill,  Kremer,  Markley,  McKean,  Miller,  Mitch- 
ell, Patterson,  Plumer,  Rogers,  Stewart,  Todd,  Udree, 
Wayne,  J.  Wilson,  H.  Wilson. 

Delaware — Mr.  McLane. 

Maryland — Mr.  Little. 

Virginia — Mr.  Johnson. 

Kentucky — Messrs.  Henry,  F.  Johnson,  J.  F.  John- 
s'on,  Letcher,  Metcalfe,  Moore,  Trimble,  White. 

Tennessee — Messrs.  Alexander,  Blair,  Houston, 
Isacks,  Sandford,  Standefer. 

Ohio — Messrs.  Bartley,  Beecher,  Campbell,  Gazlay, 
McLean,  McArthur,  Patterson,  Ross,  Sloane,  Vance, 
Vinton,  Whittlesey,  Wright, 

Indiana — Mr.  Test. 

Illinois — Mr.  Cook. 

Missouri — Mr.  Scott. — 85. 

Saturday,  April  10.  After  several  resolutions  had 
been  offered — 

Mr.  Randolph  moved  that  the  resolution  submitted 
by  him  some  days  since,  to  reduce  the  per  diem  com- 
pensation of  members  of  congress  to  six  dollars, 
should  now  be  taken  into  consideration. 

The  question  being  put,  the  house  refused  to  consi- 
der the  resolution 

Mr.  Randolph  then  remarked  that  he  thought  this 
a subject  of  so  much  importance,  that  he  should  feel 
it  his  duty  to  press  it  upon  the  notice  of  the  house  so 
Ibng  as  he  had  the  honor  of  a seat  there. 

The  unfinished  business  of  yesterday,  being  the 
.further  consideration  of  the  amendments  agreed  to 
in  committee  of  the  whole,  to  the  bill  “to  amend  the 
several  acts  for  imposing  duties  on  imports,”  was 
again  taken  up. 

Two  or  three  immaterial  amendments,  to  strike  out, 
or  reduce  certain  items,  were  agreed  to  by  the  house. 

The  question  being  put  on  concurring  in  the  inser- 
tion of  the  following  clause,  “on  all  other  fire  arms, 
and  on  side  arms,  thirty  per  centum  ad  valorem,”  Mr. 
Randolph  said  he  could  not  consent  that  the  people 
should  be  taxed,  even  if  it  wer&  but  a penny  or  two  a 
pound  upon  tea,  without  knowing  who  taxed  them;  he, 
therefore,  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays  upon  the  ques- 
tion. 

The  yeas  were  123,  and  the  nays  as  follows: 

Messrs.  Abbot,  Alexander,  of  Va.  Allen,  of  Tenn. 
P.  P.  Barbour,  J.  S.  Barbour,  Bartlett,  Bassett,  Brent, 
Burton,  Cambreleng,  Campbell,  of  S.  C.  Carter,  Cary,  I 
Cobb,  Cocke,  Conner,  Culpeper,  Cushman,  Dwinell, 
Edwards,  of  N.  C.  Floyd,  Fuller,  Gatlin,  Gist,  Hall, 
Hamilton,  Hayward,  Hooks,  Kent,  Lee,  Leftwich, 
Litchfield,  Long,  McCoy,  Mangum,  Moore,  of  Alab. 
Neale,  Owen,  Poinsett,  Randolph,  Rankin,  Saunders, 
Sanford,  Arthur  Smith,  William  Smith,  Spaight,  A. 
Stevenson,  J.  Stephenson,  Taliaferro,  Tattnall, 
Thompson,  of  Georgia,  Tucker,  of  Va.  Tucker,  of 
S.  C.  Vance,  ofN.  C.  Warfield,  Williams,  of  N.  York, 
Williams,  of  Va.  Williams,  of  N.  C.  and  Wilson,  of 
S.  G.— 59. 


So  the  amendment  was  concurred  in. 

Several  other  amendments,  to  reduce  the  proposed 
duty  on  scythes,  to  strike  out  the  duty  on  fowling 
pieces,  drawing  knives,  &c.  were  agreed  to. 

On  the  amendment  which  proposes  to  strike  out 
the  duty  of  25  cents  each  on  frying  pans,  and  insert/oitr 
cents  per  pound,  as  the  duty,  Mr.  Randolph  said  this 
also  was  a tax  on  the  people,  and  he  must  call  for  the 
yeas  and  nays  upon  it.  A short  discussion  took  place 
upon  the  propriety  of  this  amendment,  between 
Messrs.  McDuffie,  Tod,  Cambreleng  and  Sharpe.  The 
question  was  then  taken,  and  decided. 

The  yeas  were  168,  and  the  nays  as  follows: 

Messrs.  Basset,  Carter,  Edwards,  N.  C.  Forsyth, 
Gist,  Hall,  Hamilton,  Herrick,  Isacks,  McCoy,  Man- 
gum,  Mercer,  Randolph,  Ross,  Saunders,  Arthur 
Smith,  William  Smith,  Spence,  Spaight,  A.  Steven- 
son, Taliaferro,  Thompson,  of  Geo.  Tucker,  of  Va. 
Williams,  of  Va.  and  Wilson,  of  S.C.— 25. 

So  this  amendment  was  also  concurred  in. 

The  several  amendments,  proposing  to  strike  out 
the  duty  on  griddles  and  gridirons,  on  indigo  and  on 
Prussian  blue,  and  to  increase  the  duty  on  Epsom 
salts  from  3 to  4 cents  per  pound,  and  to  insert  a duty 
on  rape  seed  oil,  were  severally  agreed  to. 

The  question  being  put  on  concurring  in  the  inser- 
tion of  the  clause,  “on  molasses  ten  cenls  per  gallon, ” 
was  decided  as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Adams,  Alexander,  of  Va.  Alexan- 
der, of  Tenn.  Allen,  of  Tenn.  Allison,  J.  S.  Barbour, 
Blair,  Brent,  Brown,  Buckner,  Campbell,  of  S.  C. 
Carter,  Cary,  Clark,  Cobb,  Cocke,  Collins,  Edwards, 
of  N.  C.  Gist,  Govan,  Hayden,  Houston,  Isacks,  F. 
Johnson,  Kent,  Kremer,  Lathrop,  Lee,  Leftwich, 
Letcher,  Livingston,  Long,  McArthur,  McCoy,  McDuf- 
fie, McLean,  of  Ohio,  Metcalfe,  Mitchell,  of  Penn. 
Moore,  of  Ken.  Moore,  of  Alabama,  Prince,  Rankin, 
Rogers,  Rose,  Ross,  Sandford,  Scott,  Arthur  Smith, 
Alexander  Smyth,  William  Smith,  Standefer,  Storrs, 
Tattnall,  Thompson,  of  Geo.  Thompson,  of  Ken,  Tra- 
cy, Trimble,  Udree,  Vance,  of  N.  C.  Vance,  of  Ohio, 
Wayne,  White,  Wicklilfe,  Williams,  of  Va.  and  Henry 
Wilson — 65. 

The  nays  were  132.  So  the  amendment  was  reject- 
ed. 

The  next  amendment,  proposing  to  strike  out  the 
second  section  of  the  bill,  which  provides  that  “in  all 
cases  whatsoever,  all  articles  composed  or  mixed  of 
various  materials,  shall  pay  the  highest  duty  to  which 
articles  manufactured  from  any  of  such  materials  are 
subject,”  was  agreed  to. 

The  amendment  proposing  to  strike  out  the  third 
section  of  the  bill,  which  provides  that  there  shail  be 
added  to  the  duty  imposed  on  any  article  the  amount 
of  bounty  or  premium  allowed  on  that  article,  in  the 
country  from  which  the  same  is  exported,  was  decid- 
ed as  follows: 

YEAS  144- 

NAYS — Messrs.  Findlay,  Forward,  Garrison,  Gaz- 
lay, Herkimer,  Holcombe,  Johnson,  of  Va.  F.  John- 
son, Kremer,  Letcher,  Little,  McArthur,  McKean, 
McLean,  of  Ohio,  Markley,  Martindale,  Marvin,  Mat- 
lack,  Miller,  Moore,  of  Ken.  Patterson,  of  Penn.  Pat- 
terson, of  Ohio,  Plumer,  of  Penn.  Rich,  Rogers, 
Sloane,  Sterling,  Stoddard,  Storrs,  Strong,  Swan,  Test, 
Thompson,  of  Ken.  Tod,  Tracy,  Trimble,  Tyson, 
Udree,  Vance,  of  Ohio,  Van  Wyck,  Whitman,  Whit- 
tlesey, White,  WicklifFe,  James  Wilson,  Henry  Wil- 
son, Woods,  Wright. — 53. 

So  this  amendment  was  concurred  in. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  amendment, 
proposing  a new  section  to  the  bill,  to  allow  draw- 
back on  silk  goods,  which  may  have  been  unpacked 
for  the  purpose  of  dying,  staining,  printing  or  cleans- 
ing them  from  stains,  &c.  the  same  as  if  they  had  ndt 
been  so  unpacked,  passed  in  the  affirmative. 
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The  amendment  adopted  in  committee  of  the 
whole,  specifying  the  different  duties  on  wines,  was 
then  taken  up.  Some  remarks  were  made  upon  this 
subject  by  Messrs.  Wright  and  Me  Kim. 

Some  small  amendments  were  agreed  to,  and — 

The  question  was  then  taken  upon  concurring  in  the 
amendment  as  agreed  to  in  committee  of  the  whole  as 
amended  by  the  house,  and  was  decided  by  yeas  and 
nays — yeas  66,  nays  125.  [It  does  not  seem  necessary 
to  insert  them.]  So  the  amendment  was  rejected. 

?.Ir.  Tod  then  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  adding  to 
the  clause  which  now  reads  thus:  “on  cotton  bagging  j 
four  and  a half  cents  per  square  yard,”  the  words,  “un- 
til the  SOth  day  of  June  next,  and  six  cents  per  square 
yard  after  that  time.”  This  amendment  was  support- 
ed by  Messrs.  Tod,  Cook,  Letcher  and  Wright,  and  op- 
posed by  Messrs.  Brent,  Cobb,  Owen  and  McDuffie. 

The  question  cn  motion  of  Mr.  Tod  was  decided  by 


the  following 

vote: 

YEAS- 

— Messrs. 

Alexander 

Forward 

Marvin 

Taylor 

Allen,  of  Tenn. 

Garrison 

Matlack 

Test 

Allimn 

Gailay 

Matson 

Tho  opson,  Ken. 

s 

Mains 

Metcalfe 

Tod 

Barber, of  Con, 

Hay  'en 

Miller 

Tomlinson 

Barth  y 

Hemphill 

M tchell,  Penn. 

Tracy 

Blair 

H nry 

Moore  of  Ken. 

Trimble 

Br  .11  y 

Herrick 

Morgan 

Tyson 

B,  wn 

H rkimer 

Patt.rson,  Pen. 

Udr.-e 

Buck 

H Icomhe 

Patt  rso-  .,  Ollto  Vance.  Ohio 

Bik  kner 

Johnson,  of  Va. 

P umei,  Pen. 

Van  Rensselaer 

Cady 

F Johnson 

Prince 

Van  Wyck 

Campbell.  Oliio 

Ki  'der 

Re>  .olds 

Vinton 

Cassedy 

Krem-r 

Rich 

Wayne 

Cocke 

Lawrence 

Rogers 

Whit  nan 

Collins 

L teller 

Ross 

Whittlesey 

Conflict 

Lincoln 

Scott 

White 

Cook 

Little 

Sharpe 

Wickliffe 

Cr  fts 

McArthur 

Sloane 

J <nies  Wilson 

Creig 

McK  an 

St<  rling 

H-  nry  Wilson 

Durfee 

McLean  Ohio 

Stewart 

Wilson,  Ohio 

Mailary 

Stoddard 

Wood 

Ellis 

Markley 

Strong 

Woods 

Findlay 
Foot,  of  Conn. 

Martindale 

NAYS 

Swan 
— Messrs. 

Wright— 96. 

Abl«ot 

Dwight 

Livermore 

Saunders 

Adams 

Eaton 

Livingston 

Sanford 

Alexander.  Va. 

F.d  wards,  N.  C. 

Lo  ke 

SibI  y 

Allen,  of  Mass. 

F ovd 

Long 

Arthur  Smith 

Archer 

F rsyth 

Longfellow 

Altx.  Smyth 

P.  P Barbour 

Frost 

McCoy 

Win.  Smith 

S Barbour 

Fuller 

McDuffie 

Spaight 

Bartlett 

G-iniett 

McKee 

Spence 

Bass -tt 

Gatlin 

MeKim 

Standefer 

Brent 

Gist 

McLane,  Del. 

A.  Stevenson 

Borleigb 

Govan 

Mangum 

J.  Stephenson 

Burton 

Hall 

Mercer 

Taliai.—  -o 

Camhreleng 

Hamilton 

Mitchell,  Md. 

Tattui. 

Campbell,  S.  C. 

Harvey 

Moore,  Aiab. 

Thompson,  Geo. 
Tucker,  of  Va. 

Cart,  r 

Hayward 

Neale 

Cary 

Hogeboom 

Nelson 

Tucker,  S.  C. 

Clark 

Hooks 

Newton 

Vance,  N.  C. 

Cobb 

Houston 

O'Brien 

Warfield 

Conner 

Isacks 

Owrn 

Wt  bs*er 

Crowninshield 

Jenkins 

Plumer,  N.  H. 

Whipple 

Culpeper 

Kent 

Poinsett 

Williams.  N.  Y. 

Cushman 

Lathrop 

Randolph 

Williams.  Va. 

Ctsthbert 

Lee 

Rankin 

Williams,  N.  C. 

Day 

L.  ftwich 

Reed 

Wilson,  S.  C.  99. 

Dwinell 

I.itchfi  Id 

Richards 

So  the  motion  of  Mr.  Tod  was  rejected. 

The  house  then  adjourned  till  Monday  next. 
Monday,  April  12.  After  the  presentation  of  peti- 
tions— 


The  speaker  laid  before  the  house  a message  from 
the  president  of  the  United  States,  transmitting  a re- 
port of  the  secretary  of  war  in  relation  to  the  pay 
and  emoluments  of  certain  general  officers  of  the 
army,  &.c.  prepared  in  obedience  to  a resolution  of  the 
nousc.  Also,  another  message  from  the  same  on  the 
subject  of  the  claim  of  the  state  of  Virginia  to  inte- 
rest on  sums  advanced  by  that  state  for  militia  ser- 
vices, during  the  late  war;  which  were  respectively 
read,  and  referred. 


Mr.  Conner  offered  the  following,  which  lies  one  day 
of  course:  J 


Resolved,  That  the  president  of  the  United  States 
be  requested  to  cause  to  be  laid  before  this  house  a 
detailed  account  of  the  manner  in  which  the  nine 


thousand  one  hundred  and  twenty  five  dollars  have 
been  disbursed,  which  was  appropriated  by  the  act 
of  the  3d  of  March,  1819,  for  purchasing  a lot  of 
land,  and  for  constructing  pipes,  for  supplying  the 
executive  offices  and  presidential  house,  with  water. 
Also,  a detailed  account  of  the  manner  in  which  the 
ten  thousand  dollars  have  been  expended,  which  wa's 
appropriated  by  the  act  of  the  30th  April,  1818,  for 
graduating  and  improving  the  president’s  square. — 
[Agreed  to  next  day.] 

Mr.  Cnshmaq  offered  the  following — 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  revolutionary  pen- 
sions be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
placing  on  the  pension  roll  all  the  surviving  officers 
and  soldiers  of  the  revolutionary  army,  who  entered 
the  service,  or  enlisted,  for  three  years,  or  during  the 
war,  prior  to  the  year  1781,  and  who  served  out  the 
time  for  which  they  engaged,  or  were  honorably  dis- 
charged. 

After  some  conversation,  the  motion  was  ordered 
to  lie  on  the  table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Martindale,  it  was 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  commerce  be  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  so  modify- 
ing and  amending  the  act  for  enrolling  and  licensing 
ships  or  vessels  to  be  employed  in  the  coasting  trade 
and  fisheries,  and  for  regulating  the  same,  as  to  ex- 
empt all  vessels  and  boats  employed  in  navigating  the 
canals  in  the  state  of  New  York  from  the  necessity 
of  being  enrolled  or  licensed,  and  from  the  payment 
of  tonnage  duties. 

The  house  then  passed  to  the  unfinishedbusiness  of 
yesterday,  which  was  tne  consideration  of  the  tariff 
bill,  when 

Mr.  Rich  moved  to  strike  out  the  minimum  valua- 
tion (of  80  cents  per  yard)  on  woollens,  and  to  insert 
after  the  words,  “on  all  manufacturers  of  wool,  or  of 
which  wool  shall  be  a component  part,  a duty  of  30 
per  cent,  ad  valorem,  until  June  SOth,  1825,  and  after 
that  time  a duty  of  33^  per  cent,  ad  valorem,”  the 
following  words:  “until  June  30th,  1826,  and  after 
that  time  a duty  of  37|  per  cent,  ad  valorem.” 

Mr.  McKim  advocated  the  amendment,  in  a few  ob- 
servations. 

Mr.  Foot,  of  Conn,  delivered  a lengthy  speech  in  op- 
position to  the  amendment,  and  against  the  general 
principles  of  the  bill. 

Mr  Barbour  suggested  to  the  mover  of  this  amend- 
ment to  modify  his  proposition,  by  moving  first  to 
strike  out  the  minimum,  and  then  to  increase  the  ad 
valorem  duty,  in  order  that  those  who  wrere  opposed 
to  the  minimum,  might  have  an  opportunity  of  vot- 
ing so  as  to  express  that  opinion  without,  at  the  same- 
time,  voting  to  raise  the  duty. 

Mr.  Rich  declined  thus  to  modify  his  amendment. 

The  debate  was  further  continued  by  Messrs.  Kre- 
mer,  Foot  and  McDuffie,  Mr.  Barbour  then  declared  that, 
as  the  gentleman  from  Vermont  had  refused  the  mo- 
dification requested,  he  should  vote  against  the  amend- 
ment to  strike  out  and  insert,  and  if  the  question  on 
that  amendment  should  be  decided  in  the  negative,  a 
motion  would  then  be  in  order  simply  to  strike  out  the 
minimum. 

After  some  observations  by  Mr.  Mercer,  the  ques- 
tion was  then  taken  on  Mr.  Rich's  motion,  by  yeas  and 
nays,  and  decided  in  the  affirmatives — yeas  103,  nays 
97. 

So  the  amendment  was  carried. 

Mr.  P.  P.  Barbour  moved  to  strike  out  the  entire 
paragraph  laying  duties  on  woollens. 

Mr.  Mercer  made  a few  remarks  in  support  of  the 
motion,  and 

Mr.  Barbour  explained. 

When  the  question  was  taken  on  the  motion  bv  vea- 
and  nays — yeas  75,  nays  124. 

So  the  motion  was  not  agreed  to. 
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Mr.  Conner  moved  to  strike  out  the  entire  section 
laying  a duty  on  bar  iron. 

The  question  being  taken  by  yeas  and  nays  on  the 
motion,  was  decided  in  the  negative — yeas  81,  nays 
114. 

Mr.  IsacJcs  then  moved  to  amend  the  second  section, 
by  striking  out  35  cents,  (as  the  minimum  valuation  of 
cottons),  and  inserting  25  cents. 

The  question  on  this  motion  was  taken  by  yeas  and 
nays,  as  follows — yeas  88,  nays  116. 

Mr.  Crowninshield  moved  to  strike  out  the  third  pa- 
ragraph of  the  1st  section,  as  follows: 

“On  wool  unmanufactured,  a duty  of  twenty-five 
per  centum  ad  valorem,  until  the  first  day  of  June, 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twenty-five;  after- 
wards, a duty  of  thirty  per  centum  ad  valorem,  until 
the  first  day  of  June,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
twenty-six $ afterwards,  a duty  of  forty  per  centum 
ad  valorem  until  the  first  day  of  June,  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  twenty-seven,  and,  after  that  time,  j 
a duty  of  fifty  per  centum  ad  valorem.” 

The  question  was  taken  by  yeas  and  nays,  on  this  J 
motion,  and  decided  in  the  negative — yeas  74,  nays 
129. 

Mr.  Mien,  of  Massachusetts,  moved  to  insert,  after 
the  108th  line  the  following:  “on  brown  sugar  two 
cents  per  lb.  and  on  white  or  clayed  sugar,  3 cents  j 
per  lb.” 

After  a debate,  in  which  Messrs.  Mien,  Brent , Ross, 
Wickliffe,  Cook,  Livingston,  McLane,  of  Del.  and  Ran-  | 
dolph,  took  part, 

A motion  to  adjourn  was  made,  and  decided  in  the 
negative — ayes  89,  noes  99. 

And  then  the  question  on  Mr.  Mien's  motion  was  > 
taken,  by  yeas  and  nays,  and  decided  as  follows:  yeas , 
89,  nays  102.  So  the  motion  was  rejected. 

Mr.  Long,  of  North  Carolina,  moved  to  reduce  the 
duty  on  bolting  cloths,  from  15  to  10  per  cent,  ad  va- 
lorem. But,  before  any  question  was  taken  on  this 
motion,  the  house  adjourned. 

Tuesday,  April  13.  Mr.  Webster,  from  the  commit- 
tee, reported,  without  amendment,  the  bill  from  the  1 
senate,  “to  abolish  imprisonment  for  debt;”  and  the 
same  was  referred  to  a committee  of  the  whole.  j 

Mr.  Cocke  laid  on  the  table  the  following  resolu-  j 
tion — j 

Resolved,  That  the  president  of  the  United  States ! 
be  requested  to  inform  this  house,  what  amount  of ! 
money  has  been  refunded  to  the  government,  by  the  j 
several  prize  agents,  since  the  first  day  of  March,  J 
1823,  designating  the  amountpaid  by  each  agent,  and 
when  paid:  wdial  legal  proceedings  have  been  insti- 
tuted  against  each  delinquent  agent,  and  when  insti-  ; 
tuted,  and  the  present  state  of  said  proceedings;  and  j 
whether  the  provisions  of  the  joint  resolution  of 
congress,  approved  3d  March,  1823,  have  been  en-  J 
forced  in  all  cases. 

The  house  then  passed  to  the  unfinished  business  i 
of  yesterday,  which  was  the  motion  of  Mr.  Long,  to  j 
reduce  the  duty  on  bolting  cloths  from  15  to  10  per  I 
cent,  ad  valorem.  The  question  being  taken,  the  j 
proposed  amendment  was  rejected. 

Mr.  Moore,  of  Alabama,  then  moved  the  previous 
question  on  the  bill,  (which  precludes  all  further 
amendment  as  well  as  debate.)  The  call  was  not  sus-  j 
tainedby  the  requisite  number  of  members. 

Mr.  Tod  proposed,  as  an  amendment,  to  add  to  the  j 
clause  laying  a duty  on  cotton  bagging,  the  following 
words:  “until  the  30th  day  of  June,  1825,  and,  after- 
wards, a duty  of  5§  cents  per  square  yard,”  the  ob-  j 
ject  being  to  lay  on  this  article  a duty  of  41,  cents  per  j 
yard  until  the  30th  June,  1 825,  and,  after  that  date,  of 
5£  cents  per  square  yard.  ! 

Mr.  Hamilton,  of  S.  C.  then  moved  the  indefinite 
postponement  of  the  bill.  At  the  request  of  Mr. 
Letcher,  of  Ken.  a call  of  the  house  was  ordered — 
ayes  127.  The,  call  having  been  ordered,  and  the 


clerk  proceeding  to  call  the  absentees,  the  further 
proceedings  in  the  call  were  suspended. 

The  question  recurring  on  indefinite  postponement, 

Mr.  Gcvan  delivered  at  length  his  sentiments  in  op- 
position to  tbeprinciples  of  the  bill.  Mr.  Hamilton 
withdrew7  his  motion  for  indefinite  postponement. 

The  question  on  Mr.  Tod's  motion  above  stated,. 
wras  then  taken,  by  yeas  and  nays:  yeas  101,  nays 
101. 

The  house  being  equally  divided,  the  speaker  gave 
the  casting  vote  in  the  affirmative. 

So  the  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Foot,  of  Conn,  moved  to  strike  out  the  clause 
of  the  bill  which  proposes  an  additional  duty  on  the 
importation  of  foreign  distilled  spirits. 

This  question,  being  taken  by  yeas  and  nays,  was 
decided  in  the  negative:  ayes  SO,  noes  122. 

Mr.  Bradley  renewed  the  motion  made  by  him  in 
committee  of  the  wrhole,  for  laying  a duty  cn  certain 
imported  books.  Mr.  Bradley  supported  the  amend- 
ment, by  submitting  at  length  his  views  in  relation  to 
it.  Mr.  Tucker,  of  S.  C.  opposed  the  views  express- 
ed by  Mr.  Bradley,  and  moved  to  postpone  the  bill  to 
the  1st  day  of  December. 

The  previous  question  was  then  again  called  for  by 
Mr.  Wright.  There  were  in  favor  of  taking  it  70 
votes,  and  againSt  it  94.  So  the  call  was  not  sustained' 
by  the  house. 

The  question  then  recurring  on  the  postponement, 
as  moved  by  Mr.  Tucker,  of  S.  C.  Mr.  Mercer  oppos- 
ed the  motion  in  a short  speech;  to  which  Mr.  Tucker 
replied  in  a few  words.  Mr.  Randolph  requested  the 
gentleman  from  South  Carolina  to  withdraw  his  mo- 
tion, as  a personal  favor  to  him,  that  the  question 
might  be  taken  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Bradley.  Mr, 
Tucker,  complied — but  with  notice  that,  as  soon  as 
the  present  amendment  should  be  disposed  of,  he 
should  renew  his  motion  for  postponement. 

Mr.  Allen  made  a few  remarks,  introductory  to  the 
reading  of  a memorial  drawm  up  by  Mr.  Jefferson, 
(to  whose  liberal  sentiments  and  philosophical  and 
literary  character  he  bore  ample  testimony),  on  the 
subject  embraced  by  the  amendment  now  under  con- 
sideration. 

Mr.  Bradley  modified  his  amendment  so  as  to  read 
to  the  foillow  ing  effect: 

“On  all  books  which  the  importer  shall  make  it  sa- 
tisfactorily appear  to  the  collector  of  the  port  were 
printed  previously  to  the  year  17  75,  four  cents  per 
volume;  and  on  all  books,  printed  in  other  than  the 
English  language,  four  cents  per  volume:  on  all  other 
books,  if  bound,  37  cents — if  in  sheets,  33  cents  per 
pound.” 

Mr.  Webster  stated  several  facts  on  the  subject;  Mr. 
Poinsett' supported  the  amendment  by  a few  remarks. 

Mr.  Forsyth  moved  to  amend  the  amendment,  by 
striking  out  its  last  clause,  viz:  “on  all  other  books, 
When  bound,  37  cents  per  pound,  and  when  in  boards 
or  sheets,  33  cents  per  pound. 

Mr.  Bradley  opposed  this  alteration,  and  it  was  dis- 
agreed to.  Mr.  Condict  suggested  as  a modification, 
to  insert  “or  parts  of”  books,  which  was  accepted  by 
the  mover.  Mr.  McArthur  called  for  a division  of  the 
question,  and  it  was  accordingly  taken,  first,  on  the 
first  clause  of  the  amendment,  and  decided  by  yeas 
and  nays — yeas  184,  nays  12. 

The  question  then  recurring  on  the  2d  part  of  the 
amendment,  the  yeas  and  nays  upon  itwere  dispensed 
with,  and  that  part  of  the  amendment  was  adopted, 
without  a division. 

Mr.  Randolph  then  moved  to  amend  the  bill  so  as  to 
reduce  the  duty  on  brown  sugar  to  two  and  a halt 
cents  per  pound,  and  he  supported  his  amendment 
by  a speech,  in  which  he  delivered,  at  considerable 
length,  his  sentiments  on  the  subject.  Mr.  Condict 
oppose  d it,  and  referred  to  the  facts  which  existed 
•n- lien  the  present  duty7  was  laid.  Mr.  Randolph  re- 
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£lied.  Mr.  Brent  said  a few  words;  and  Mr.  Floyd 
argued  at  some  length  in  favor  of  the  reduction.  Mr. 
Cook  took  the  same  side  of  the  question,  and  was  op- 
posed by  Mr.  Gurley ; when 

Mr.  Wickliffe  called  for  the  previous  question.  The , 
house  refused  to  take  it — ayes  81,  noes  99.  j 

Mr.  Farrelly  opposed  the  reduction.  Mr.  Warfield. 
avowed  a change  of  sentiment  on  the  subject,  and  ar-. 
gued  in  favor  of  the  reduction,  and  in  answer  to  Mr. 
Farrelly.  Mr.  Cook  spoke  in  vindication  of  the  course 
he  had  pursued,  and  in  answer  to  a charge  of  incon- 
sistency. 

Mr.  Livingston  explained  some  facts  in  relation  to 
the  consumption  and  raising  of  sugar,  and  urged  argu- 
ments against  the  proposed  amendment.  Mr.  Mallary  j 
inquired  into  the  state  of  the  sugar  growing  interest, 
and  the  prospects  of  its  increase  Mr.  Livingston  re- 
plied, and  stated  details  in  explanation. 

Mr.  Moore,  of  Alabama,  moved  an  adjournment. 

The  house  refused  to  adjourn — ayes  87,  noes  100. 

Mr.  Forsyth  gave  the  history  of  the  imposition  of 
the  tax  on  sugar,  to  show  that  it  was  raised  for  reve- ! 
nue  only,  and  advocated  the  reduction.  Mr.  Mallary  I 
spoke  in  opposition  to  it. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  Mr.  Randolph's  mo- 1 
tion,  by  yeas  and  nays,  as  follows:  yeas  96,  nays  99. 
So  the  motion  was  negatived. 

Mr.  Williams,  of  N.  C.  offered  and  amendment; 
but,  before  it  was  read, 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Hamilton , the  house  adjourned,  j 
(a  quarter  before  6 o’clock).  | 

[ However  great  the  desire  is,  ( because  such  things  are  of- ; 
ten  referred  to),  to  give  the  yeas  and  nays  on  all  the  va-  j 
rious  questions  that  are  taken  on  the  different  items  of  the  j 
tariff,  wc  must  dispense  with  some  of  them,  at  least  for  the 
present , because  it  is  mechanically  inconvenient,  if  not 
impracticable,  for  us  to  give  so  many  sets  of  them  in  the 
same  sheet.  But  several  of  them,  now  omitted,  shall  be 
registered  for  future  use.] 

Wednesday,  April  14.  Mr.  McLane,  from  the  com- 
mittee of  ways  and  means,  made  a report  unfavorable 
to  making  any  change  in  the  existing  law,  as  to  the 
accounts  of  Daniel  D.  Tompkins,  referring  the  fur- 
ther consideration  of  them  back  to  the  president,  It 
was  laid  on  the  table,  and  shall  be  inserted  in  our  next. 

A proposition  was  made  that  the  house  should  meet 
at  10  o’clock — negatived;  for  it 56. 

Certain  resolutions  submitted  shall  be  noticed 
hereafter. 

The  house  having  resumed  the  consideration  cf  the 
bill  for  a revision  of  the  tariff. 

Mr.  Tucker  of  S.  C.  renewed  the  motion  he  had  j 
yesterday  made  for  a postponement  of  the  tariff  bill 
to  the  first  day  of  December  next;  on  which  ques- 
tion the  yeas  and  nays  were  required. 

A call  of  the  house  was  moved  for  and  ordered — j 
excuses  for  several  absentees  were  offered.  Mr. 
Mercer  protested  against  either  an  indefinite  postpone- 
ment or  the  previous  question,  while  amendments 
were  depending.  Mr.  Trimble  called  the  previous 
question — lost,  ayes  94,  noes  97.  Messrs.  Webster  and 
Randolph  opposed,  and  Mr.  Tucker  supported  the  mo- 
tion for  postponing  the  bill.  It  was  lost — ayes  45. 

The  question  then  recurring  on  the  amendment 
previously  offered  by  Mr.  Williams,  reducing  the  duty  i 
on  salt  at  10  cents  per  bushel, 

Mr.  Ross  called  the  previous  question — it  was  not  I 
sustained;  ayes  93,  noes  95.-  Messrs.  Sanford,  Reed, 
Floyd , Randolph,  and  Moore,  of  Alabama,  opposed  the 
amendment  and  the  bill.  The  amendment  was  lost 
— for  it  81,  against  it  122. 

Mr.  Condict  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  adding  to 
the  clause,  fixing  the  duty  on  bar  iron,  at  90  cents 
per  cwt.  the  following  words: 

“Until  the  1st  day  of  June,  1825;  and,  from  that 
time,  a duty  of  $1  per  cwt.” 

Mr.  Condict  supported  his  amendment  in  a short 


speech,  in  which  he  gave  a suecint  history  of  the  ma- 
nufacture of  iron  in  the  state  of  New  Jersey. 

Mr.  Baylies  opposed  the  amendment.  Mr.  McDuffie 
proposed  to  reduce  the  duty  to  80  cents;  he  was  sup- 
ported by  Messrs.  Archer  and  Webster,  to  whom  Mr. 
Tod  replied. 

Mr.  Kremer  called  the  previous  question — it  was 
sustained,  ayes  98,  noes  96. 

The  question,  “Shall  the  main  question  be  now 
put,  was  then  taken  by  yeas  and  nays.  Yeas  111, 
nays  93. 

The  main  question,  viz.  on  ordering  the  bill  to  be 
engrossed  for  a third  reading,  was  then  taken,  by  yeas 
and  nays,  as  follows: 

Yeas.  Maine.  Mr.  Kidder. 

New  Hampshire.  Mr.  Matson. 

Massachusetts.  Mr.  Dwight. 

Rhode  Island.  Messrs.  Durfee,  Eddy. 

Connecticut.  Messrs.  Barber,  Sterling,  Stoddard, 
Tomlinson,  Whitman. 

Vermont.  Messrs.  Buck,  Bradley,  Crafts,  Mallary, 
Rich. 

New  York.  Messrs.  Adams,  Cady,  Collins,  Craig, 
Clark,  Eaton,  Hayden,  Herkimer,  Jenkins,  Lawrence, 
Martindale,  Marvin,  Morgan,  Richards,  Rose,  Storrs, 
Sharpe,  Strong,  Taylor,  Tracy,  Tyson,  Ten  Eyck,  Van 
Rensselaer,  Van  Wyck,  Wood,  Woods. 

New  Jersey.  Messrs.  Cassedy,  Condict,  Garrison, 
Holcombe,  Matlack,  Swan. 

Pennsylvania . Messrs.  Allison,  Brown,  Buchanan, 
Ellis,  Farrelly,  Findlay,  Forward,  Harris,  Hemphill, 
Kremer,  Marklcy,  McKean,  Mitchell,  Patterson,  Plu- 
mer,  Rogers,  Stewart,  Todd,  Udree,  Wayne,  J.  Wil- 
son, H.  Wilson, 

Delaware.  Mr.  McLane. 

Maryland.  Messrs.  Little,  McKim,  Mitchell. 

Virginia.  Mr.  Johnson. 

Kentucky.  Messrs.  Buckner,  Henry,  F.  Johnson,  J. 
F.  Johnson,  Letcher,  Metcalfe,  Moore,  Thompson, 
I Trimble,  White,  Wickliffe. 

Tennessee.  Messrs.  Alexander,  Houston. 

Ohio.  Messrs.  Bartley,  Beecher,  Campbell,  Gazlay, 

! McLean,  McArthur,  Patterson,  Ross,  Sloane,  Vance, 
Vinton,  Whittlesey,  Wright,  Wilson. 

Indiana.  Messrs.  Prince,  Test. 

Illinois  Mr.  Cook. 

Missouri.  Mr.  Scott. — 105. 

Nays.  Maine.  Messrs.  Burleigh,  Cushman,  Her- 
rick, Lincoln,  Longfellow,  O’Brien. 

New  Hampshire.  Messrs.  Bartlett,  Harvey,  Li- 
vermore, Piumer,  Whipple. 

Massachusetts.  Messrs.  Allen,  Baylies,  Crownin- 
shield,  Fuller,  Hobart,  Lathrop,  Locke,  Nelson, 
Reed,  Sibley,  Webster. 

Connecticut.  Mr.  Foot. 

Neio  York.  Messrs.  Cambreleng,  Day,  Dwinell, 
Foote,  Frost,  Hogeboom,  Litchfield,  Williams. 

Pennsylvania.  Mr.  Breck. 

Maryland.  Messrs.  Hayward,  Kent,  Lee,  Neale> 
Spence,  Warfield. 

Virginia.  Messrs.  Alexander,  Archer,  P.  P.  Barbour, 
J.  S.  Barbour,  Bassett,  Floyd,  Garnet,  Leftwich, 
McCoy,  Mercer,  Newton,  Randolph,  A.  Smith,  W. 
Smith,  A.  Smyth,  A.  Stevenson,  J.  Stephenson,  Talia- 
ferro, Tucker,  Rives,  Williams. 

North  Carolina.  Messrs.  Burton,  Conner,  Culpeper? 
Edwards,  Gatlin,  Hall,  Hocks,  Long,  Mangum,  Saun_ 
ders,  Spaight,  Vance,  Williams. 

Smith  Carolina.  Messrs.  Campbell,  Carter,  Gist, 
Govan,  Hamilton,  M’Duffie,  Poinsett,  Tucker,  Wilson. 

Georgia.  Messrs.  Abbot,  Cary,  Cobb,  Cuthbert., 
Forsyth,  Tattnall,  Thompson, 

Tennessee.  Messrs.  Alien,  Blair,  Cocke,  Isacks,  Ro;  * 
nolds,  Sanford,  Standefer. 

Louisiana.  Messrs.  Brent,  Gurley,  Livingston. 

Mississippi.  Mr.  Rankin. 

Alabama  Messrs.  MeKf-  'Moore.  n - 10:’ 
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So  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read  a 
third  time. 

The  question  being  then  stated,  as  to  the  day  on 
Which  the  bili  should  receive  its  third  reading — 

Mr.  Tod  moved  that  it  have  its  third  reading  to- 
morrow. 

Mr.  Randolph  moved  that  it  have  its  third  reading 
on  Monday  next,  and  supported  the  motion  by  a few 
remarks. 

Another  warm  debate  followed.  Messrs.  Livingston, 
Mercer  and  Warfield  advocated,  and  Messrs.  Tod , Kre- 
mer , Metcalfe  and  Starrs  opposed  the  postponement. 
Mr.  Saunders  again  moved  the  indefinite  postponement 
of  the  bill — pronounced  not  in  order.  He  then,  on 
the  suggestion  of  Mr.  Randolph,  moved  to  postpone  it 
to  the  4th  July  next.  Mr.  Wright  spoke  to  the  actu- 
al state  of  the  question  on  the  bill.  Another  mem- 
ber moved  to  adjourn — lost.  Mr.  Foot,  of  Conn, 
moved  that  it  should  lie  on  the  table — pronounced  to 
be  out  of  order,  as  the  question  before  the  house 
was  as  to  its  third  reading.  The  motion  to  postpone 
it  to  the  4th  of  July  was  lost — for  it  68,  against  it  131. 
TVlr.  Randolph  then  withdrew  his  motion  for  Monday 
next,  and  the  bill  was  ordered  to  a third  reading  to- 
morrow. And  then  the  house  adjourned. 

Thursday’s  proceedings. 

In  the  senate.  The  whole  of  this  day,  except  some 
time  spent  in  executive  business,  was  occupied  in  the 
consideration  of  private  claims  or  local  matters. 

Lithe  house  of  representatives.  The  Speaker  laid  be- 
fore the  house  a letter  from  the  secretary  of  the  na- 
vy, of  the  number  of  non-commissioned  officers  and 
privates  of  the  marine  corps,  and  wnere  stationed; 
also,  a report  of  the  amount  paid  the  it.  col.  of  said 
corps  for  the  past  year,  his  monthly  pay  and  emolu- 
ments of  office;  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie 
on  the  table. 

Mr.  Randolph  moved — and  there  was  no  occasion, 
fee  presumed,  for  him  to  indicate  the  grounds  of  that 
motion,  that,  when  the  house  adjourns,  it  shall  ad- 
journ to  meet  on  Saturday  next.  On  this  question 
Mr.  Tod  asked  for  the  yeas  and  nays;  but  the  house 
refused  to  order  them.  The  question  was  then  taken 
on  .Mr.  Randolph's  motion,  and  decided  in  the  negative, 
without  a division. 

The  engrossed  bill  to  amend  the  several  acts  for 
imposing  duties  on  imports  and  tonnage,  was  then 
read  a third  time;  and  the  question  being  stated — 
■‘Shall  this  bill  pass?” 

Mr.  Randolph,  of  Virginia,  rose,  and  delivered  a 
speech  of  nearly  three  hours,  in  decided  opposition 
to  the  bill,  which  he  concluded  by  a motion  to  postpone 
indefinitely  the  further  consideration  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  Holcombe,  of  New-Jersey,  followed  Mr.  It.  on 
the  opposite  side  of  the  question,  in  a speech  of  about 
an  hour. 

And  the  house  adjourned. 

Votes  in  the  house  of  representatives,  on  the 
questions  of  concurring  with  the  committee  of  the 
whole  in  reducing  the  minimum  on  woollens  from  80 
to  40  cents  per  square  yard,  and  for  reducing  the  duty 
on  bar  iron  from  1 12  to  90  cents  per  cwt.  and  on  pass- 
ing the  bill  to  a third  reading.  See  the  proceedings  of 
Thursday  and  Friday,  of  the  last  week,  and  of  Wed- 
nesday, of  the  present,  in  which  the  names  of  the 
members,  for  or  against  the  several  propositions,  are 
given  in  states. 

Because  of  the  deep  interest  that  a very  large  por- 
tion of  the  people  of  the  United  States  will  feel  in  the 
decisions  had  in  the  house  of  representatives  on  those 
very  important  matters,  1 have  arranged  the  yeas  and 
nays  given  on  the  questions,  respectively,  into  states, 
by  which  every  person  may  directly  see  how  his  own 
immediate  representative  voted;  and  the  following 


table  at  once  shews  the  votes  of  the  states,  as  repre- 
sented in  congress.  These  things  will  be  useful  for 
reference,  and  some  facts  presented  by  them  shall  be 
discussed  hereafter. 
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Absent  on  the  vote  on  woollens — Mr.  Kidder,  of 
Maine,  Harvey,  of  N.  H.  Litchfield,  of  N.  Y.  F arrel- 
ly  and  Ingham,  of  Penn.  Jennings,  of  Ind. 

Absent  on  the  vote  on  iron — Messrs.  Rose  and 
Storrs,  of  New  York,  Ingham,  of  Penn.  Rives,  of  Va. 
Gurley,  of  Lou.  Jennings,  of  Ind. 

Absent  on  the  vote  passing  the  tariff  bill  to  a third 
reading — Messrs.  Edwards.  Miller,  and  Ingham,  of 
Pennsylvania,  aDd  Mr.  Jennings,  of  Indiana — only  four 
members;  and  all  friendly  to  the  bill. 

[Messrs.  Edwards  and  Ingham  are  at  present  ab- 
sent from  the  city,  on  matters  of  much  feeling  or  in- 
terest to  themselves;  and  Messrs.  Jennings  and  Miller 
were  too  much  indisposed  to  attend.] 

Mr.  Clay,  being  in  the  chair,  did  not  vote  on  either 
question — and  there  is  one  vacancy  in  the  delegation 
from  Massachusetts. 

The  preceding  sets  of  yeas  and  nays  shew  these 
facts — 

1.  There  were  for  reducing  the  minimum  on  wool- 
len goods  from  80  to  40  cents — 101  yeas  and  104  nays. 

[The  vote  on  woollens,  by  a subsequent  proposition 
offered  by  Mr.  Rick,  (a  warm  advocate  for  the  protec- 
tion of  that  branch  of  business),  was  changed  to  an 
ad  valorem  duty,  to  increase  prospectively,  from  30 
per  cent,  at  present,  to  37£  per  cent  after  the  30th 
June,  1826,  &c. — see  proceedings;  in  thebelhf  that  this 
change  was  necessary  to  insure  the  final  passage  of  the  HU 
at  large.] 

2.  For  reducing  the  duty  on  iron  from  112  to  90 
cents  per  cwt.  120  yeas  and  85  nays. 

3.  For  the  third  reading  of  the  tariff  bill  105  yeas 
and  102  nays;  on  the  question,  had  all  the  members  of 
the  house  been  present,  the  vote  wrould  have  stood  1 10 
yeas,  and  102  nays — the  speaker  being  counted  as 
voting. 
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iC'p'Many  articles  intended  to  have  been  inserted 
in  this  number,  are,  of  necessity,  postponed.  We 
have  not  half  the  room  that  we  want. 

Mr.  Clay’s  great  speech  on  the  tariff  question  has 
reached  us  in  pamphlet  form — and,  long  as  it  is,  we 
shall  soon  insert  it,  to  be  followed  by  what  shall  be 
thought  the  ablest  on  the  opposite  side,  in  reply.  It 
does  not  so  much  partake  of  that  splendid  eloquence 
for  which  the  speaker  is  so  celebrated,  as  of  extensive 
research,  acute  discrimination  and  practical  truth; 
and,  if  the  opponents  of  the  system  will  read  it  con- 
siderately, it  will  cause  them  to  retire  from  many  of 
their  objections  to  the  bill,  if  not  reconcile  most  of 
them  to  its  principle. 

The  following  jeu  d ’ esprit  is  communicated  by  a 
letter  from  Washington — 

After  the  passage  of  the  bill  oa  Friday,  the  16th 


had  voted  with  the  majority,  said  to  him — “we  have] 
done  pretty  well,  to-day.”  “Yes,”  returned  Mr. 

Clay,  “we  made  a good  stand , considering  we  lost ’ New-Jersey 
both  our  Feet.''  Alluding  to  Mr.  Foot,  of  Connecti-  ^ 
cut,  and  Mr.  Foote,  of  New  York,  who  both  voted  ; 
against  thebh'l,  though  it  was  thought,  some  time  ago, 
that  they  would  support  it. 


there  are  disagreements  about  the  details. 


friends  was  absent  on  the  vote;  besides,  a 
tor  from  Illinois  is  expected,  who,  it  is  the 
be  for  the  bill. 


■nate  equally,  whereby  the  deci 
casting  vote  of  the  president. 


George 


there  was  some  “sharp-shooting,”  and  it  could  not  bo 
expected  that  every  member,  in  his  character  of  a le- 
gislator, would  forget  his  feelings  as  a man. 

The  following  presents  a general  view  of  the  vote 
recently  taken,  and  of  that  of  1818,  when  the  same 
subject  was  disposed  of  in  the  house  of  representa- 
tives : 

TARIFF. 
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[Add  to  the  107  ayes,  Mr.  Speaker  Clay,  who,  be- 
ing in  the  chair,  did  not  vote,  with  Mr.Ingham,  of  Penn- 
sylvania, and  Mr.  Jennings,  of  Indiana,  who  were  ab- 
sent, they  will  stand  at  110 — and,  supposing  the  va- 
cancy in  the  Massachusetts  delegation  had  been  filled, 
the  nays  might  have  been  103.] 

This  little  table  presents  much  matter  for  serious 
reflection  and  remark.  It  shews  a wonderful  falling 


tional  question — the  bank  of  the  United  States 
Mr.  Tompkins  will,  no  doubt,  with  equal  ability  and 
firmness,  meet  a similar  condition,  if  it  occurs. 

The  tariff  bill,  after  a discussion  of  nearly  ten 
weeks,  has  passed  the  house  of  representatives,  bj  107 
to  102,  every  member  being  present,  except  hvo,  and 
some  attended  who  were  so  much  indisposed  as  actu- 
ally to  have  left  their  beds  for  the  purpose  of  giving 
their  votes.  The  absentees  were  friendly  to  the  bill.  | off  in  the  eastern  states.  Maine,  Massachusetts  and 

The  yeas  and  nays  on  the  passage  of  the  bill  are  notlNew’-Hampshire,  out  of  21  votes  present  in  1818,  gave 
given  in  this  sheet,  because  they  are  exactly  the  same  ; 10  for  the  tariff;  and  now,  out  of  26  votes,  they  give 
as  those  recorded  in  the  last  “Register”  on  the  third  lonly  three.  There  also  has  been  an  unexpected  change 
reading  of  it,  except  that  Messrs.  Edwards  and  Miller,  j in  the  representation  of  New-York  to  the  same  side 
who  were  absent  on  that  vote,  were  present  on  the ! — but  New-Jcrsey,  Pennsylvania,  &c.  stood  their 
final  question,  and  so  increased  the  amount  of  the 'ground,  and  the  union  of  the  west  saved  the  bill.  Vir- 
yeas  from  105  to  107.  j ginia,  and  all  the  rest  of  the  states  south  and  soutli- 

It  is  believed  that  the  house  never  was  so  full  before;  yest>  ^ave  ai,so  been  consistent  they  gave  three  votes 
and  the  vote  abundantly  shews  the  deep  interest  that  ^or  tariff  on  each  occasion;  but  two  of  .these  are 
was  felt  on  the  subject;  and  it  is  with  much  pleasure  now  ^rom  Tennessee,  and  North  and  South  Carolina 
the  people  will  learn,  that  the  debate,  generally,  was( were  unanimous  against  the  bill, 
conducted  with  honorable  forbearance  and  modera-j  The  states  may  be  classed  as  follows — 
tion,  and  a respect  for  motives,  which  should  always  pre-|  Navigating  and  fishing  states.  Maine,  New-IFamp- 
vail  in  legislative  or  other  bodies,  wherein  every  in-  shire  and  Massachusetts — say  23#  against,  and  3 for  a 
dividual  stands  on  an  equality  with  each  of  his  fel-  tariff  for  the  protection  of  domestic  industry. 

lows.  Without  this,  brutal  force  must  govern  where! •— 

reason  should  reign.  The  first  is  the  stay  of  monar- j *1  have  counted  the  whole  number  of  members,  from 
chies — the  last  the  essence  of  republicanism  Rut  1 this  and  the  other  district,  as  if  present. 
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Manufacturing.  Rhoae-Island  and  Connecticut — 7 squadrons  of  ships  in  various  seas,  and  ministers  and 
for  and  1 against.  , agents  at  so  many  courts,  and  even  by  the  lute  tear, 

Grain  growing.  Vermont,  New- York,  Ncw-Jersey, ; which  was  strictly  brought  about  by  navigation  and 
Pennsylvania,  Delaware,  Kentucky,  Ohio,  Indiana,  11-  ; commerce,  are  so  unwilling  to  grant  protection  to 
linois  and  Missouri — 94  for,  and  9 against.  those  to  whom  they  are  indebted  for  the  mighty  be- 

Tobacco  planting  and  grain  -growing.  Maryland — G ! unfits  that  they  have  so  long  enjoyed  and  now  possess. 

against  and  3 for.  j 

Tobacco  and  cotton  planting.  Virginia,  North  Caro-  j 

lina,  South  Carolina,  Georgia,  Mississippi,  Alabama— j BRITIStI  ri^ANCES  and  a speech  about  free  trade! 
54  against  and  1 for.  I The  house  of  commons,  (says  a London  paper),  hav- 

Cotton  ami  grain  growing.  Tennessee — 7 against  and  ing  resolved  itself  into  a committee  on  the  4'pcr  cent, 
2 for.  i acts,  the  chancellor  of  the  exchequer  rose,  and,  in  a 

Sugar  and  cotton  planting.  Louisiana — 3 against,  j most  luminous  and  able  manner,  detailed  his  financial 
The  navigating  and  fishing  states  opposed  the  bill,  j statement.  He  commenced  with  an  account  of  the  re- 
beeause  of  an  apprehension  that  it  would  injure  com-  j venue  and  expenditure  of  the  last  year,  which  has  al- 


inerce — the  grain  growing  states  supported  it,  be- 
cause of  a belief  that  its  passage  would  benefit  agri- 
culture, and  the  planting  states  united  with  the  navi- 
gating against  the  bill,  for  the  reason  that  it  would  be 
injurious  to  agriculture!  On  this  ground,  the  two  last 
classes  are  at  issue;  but,  if  we  deduct  the  members 
from  the  grain  growing  states,  that  we  may  suppose 
were  influenced  by  other  than  considerations  speci- 
ally favorable  to  agriculture — it  will  appear  that  what 
may  be  called  the  agricultural  vote  on  the  tariff,  was 
as  almost  two  for  to  one  against  it — that  is,  95  grain 
growing  against  57  planting. 

The  unanimity  of  the  navigating  states  against  the 
wishes  of  the  middle  grain  growing  states,  will  sur- 
prise these  who  recollect  that  the  states  first  refer- 
red to  were  indebted  to  the  last  for  the  passage  of  every 
law  that  protected  and  established  their  'navigation;  such 
as  the  discriminatory  duties  on  imports  and  tonnage, 
the  building  of  certain  frigates,  &c.  for  “the  protec- 
tion of  commerce  against  the  Barbarv  powers, ” and, 
in  1796,  the  establishment  of  a regular  navy  “for  the 
protection  of  commerce”  in  general.  I am  hunting 
up  the  old  journals  of  congress  and  other  papers  to 
shew  the  facts  here  asserted,  and,  when  obtained,  the 
yeas  and  nays  on  sundry  bills  for  the  “protection”  of 
American  ships  and  vessels,  and  the  almost  exclusion 
of  foreign  bottoms,  shall  be  published  by  states:  as 
well  as  the  votes  for  and  against  tlie  navy,  Sec.  which 
now,  in  its  simple  character  of  a protector  of  property 
vested  in  ships,  costs  the  nation  at  least  a million  of 
dollars  a year;  the.  balance  of  the  expense  of  the  es- 


ready  been  published.  The  amount  of  surplus  was 
6,710,985/.  From  this  amount  was  to  be  deducted 
5,000,000  for  the  sinking  fund,  which  would  leave  an 
actual  balance  available  to  present  disposition  of 
1,710,985  pounds. 

[He  spoke  about  taking  off  the  bounties  on  the  linen 
trade , and  whaling  and  herring  j.sheries , and  of  repeal- 
ing the  duties  on  rum,  cbal,silk  and  wool,  or  of  reduc- 
ing them  so  as  to  maxe  a total  reduction  on  the  wfcple 
of  about  1,000,000/.  He  also  proposed  to  grant 
500,000/.  for  the  building  of  new  churches,  (of  the  es- 
tablished religion,'  of  course),  and  150,000/.  for  the 
repair  of  Windsor  Castle!  The  whole  bounty  on  lin- 
ens at  about  Id.  to  be  taken  off  immediately — and  that 
on  the  finer  sorts  to  be  reduced  10  per  cent,  a year 
until  abolished.  The  duty  on  rum  to  be  reduced  Is. 

6 d.  per  gal.  and  the  duty  on  wool  to  Id. — the  present 
duty  is  6d.] 

In  the  course  of  his  remarks,  the  chancellor  of  the 
exchequer  said. — 

“For  somej ears  past  the  ablest  statesmen,  and  the 
most  acute  writers  upon  subjects  of  national  econo- 
my, had  arrived  at  a conviction  that,  to  maintain  ma- 
nufactures by  a system  of  prohibition  was  exceeding- 
ly impolitic.  The  government  had  made  some  pro- 
gress in  removing  those  which  fettered  our  own  af- 
fairs. But  were  they  to  stop  short  where  they  were? 
Could  they  satisfy  foreign  states  of  their  sincerity  by 
what  they  had  already  done;  or  would  not  foreign 
states  rather  conclude  that  they  were  not  very  much 
in  earnest — that  they  dreaded  that  liberality  of  com- 


tablishmeni  being  put  to  account  of  the  national  de~  merciai  intercourse  in  their  hearts,  which  they  were 
fence,  is  not  this  truer  We  spend  from  the  public  so  frequently  known  to  profess.  It  was  almost  impos ■■ 
treasury  250  or  3005€f00  dollars  a year  to  protect  a 
few  vessels  in  the  Pacific,  the  whole  amount  of  whose 
cargoes  of  American  produce  is  not  equal  to  twice 
the  sum  paid  for  the  guarding  of  it!  But  this  is  not 
all — we  are  called  upon  to  build  ten  more  sloops  of 


sible  for  them  not  to  doubt  the  sincerity  of  those  professions. 
What  was  the  fact?  No  sooner  did  the  ministers  of 
any  foreign  state  lay  on  a high  duty  on  any  article  of 
British  commerce,  but,  as  was  well  known  to  his  right 
honorable  friend  who  presided  at  the  board  of  trade. 


war,  further  to  minister  to  the  wishes  of  our  mer-  j letters  and  petitions  came  in  from  the  leading  mer- 
chants and  ship  owners!  ' chants  in  the  particular  commodities,  calling  upon  ihe 

Virginia,  and  the  other  southern  states,  have  been  j government  to  make  remonstrances,  with  a train  of 
consistent — in  former  times  they  said,  ulct  commerce  j losing  and  adverse  consequences,  predicted  in  case 
protect  itself we  have  nothing  to  do  with  it;  we  will  these  remonstrances  should  be  made  in  vain.  Then 


send  off  our  produce  on  board  of  such  vessels  as  will 
carry  it  the  cheapest;  it  does  not  make  a cent’s  dif- 
ference to  us  whether  our  tobacco  is  shipped  on  board 
of  an  American  or  foreign  bottom;  let  the  business 
be  ©pen  to  competition,  &c.  but  the  middle  states 
then,  -though  they  had  at  the  time  a very  small  por- 
tion of  the  tonnage  of  the  United  States,  stepped  for- 
ward, and  said  that  domestic  industry  ought  to  be 
encouraged,  and  so  it  was,  by  their  liberality.  Still 
Virginia,  &e.  though  now  not  so  much  opposed  to  the 
protection  of  comnerce  as  heretofore,  says,  let  our  ma- 
nufacturers protect  themselves , and  in  support  of  the 
proposition,  uses  against  them  precisely  the  same  ar- 
guments that  were  used  30  years  ago  against  naviga- 
tion. These  matters  shall  be  shewn  in  a way  that  he 
who  runs  may  read  them;  and  we  shall  seriously  in- 
quire, how  it  is  that  those  who  have  been  protected 
a ud  nursed  as  “the  apple  of  our  eye,”  at  the  cost  of  tens 
f millions  of  dollars  from  the  public  treasury,  by 


the  ambassadors  abroad  were  directed  to  state  to  the 
governments  at  which  they  were  resident,  the  injuri- 
ous effects  which  would  accrue  to  British  commerce, 
if  the  new  duties  should  be  enforced.  What  was  the 
general  answer?  Why,  they  were  continually  met 
by  the  character  of  the  policy  at  home: — “It  is  im- 
possible for  us  to  let  in  your  articles,  while  you  per- 
sist in  not  receiving  any  of  ours  into  your  ports.”  It 
was  as  impossible  for  a British  ambassador  to  find  a 
sufficient  answer  to  this  argvmentum  ad  liomincm — it 
was  in  Yain  to  attempt  to  elude  a position  of  so  plain 
and  just  a nature.  They  must  conclude  that  we  had 
no  belief  in  the  soundness,  practically,  of  that  which 
we  professed  with  so  much  warmth  in  the  abstract. 
He  believed  that  the  practical  good,  in  proportion  as 
they  might  have  courage  to  try  it,  would  be  found  to 
exceed  the  abstract  summary.  Why  not  now  emanci- 
pate the  commerce  of  Great  Britain?  Why  not  cut 
the  chords  that  tied  her  down  to  the  earth,  and  let  her 
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lift 


spring  aloft,  to  convey  the  produce  of  our  industry  to 
every  quarter  of  the  world? — (Cheers.) 

gCp’This  speech,  (like  neio  cloths  manufactured 
in  Yorkshire  out  cf  ohl  coats,  imported  by  hundreds 
of  bales  at  a time  from  the  continent),  was  ma tie  for 
exportation — just  in  time  for  the  use  of  the  congress 
of  the  United  States,  acting  on  the  tariff  question.  But 
it  is  as  flimsy  and  as  easily  seen  through,  as  the  cloths 
just  spoken  of. 

And  has  not  the  chancellor  himself  given  us  reason 

to  doubt  the  sincerity  of  his  professions,”  when,  by  tak- 
. ng  off  certain  bounties  and  the  reduction  of  certain 

pecific  duties,  he  so  pompously  talks  about  emanci- 
pating commerce?  The  bounty  on  linens  is  proposed 
to  be  taken  off— they  are  the  product  of  Ireland,  and 
it  will  save  to  the  revenue  100.000/.  sterling  a year, 
at  the  expense  of  the  poor  people  of  that  country,  and 
this  is  enough  to  justify  the  proceeding;  but  he  says 
nothing  about  the  bounty  allowed  on  British  manu- 
factured cotton  goods,  glass,  &c.  &e.  And  the  bounty 
i'3  to  be  taken  away  from  the  whale  and  herring  fishe- 
ry— this  will  also  save  something,  and  hurt  nobody  but 
the  fishermen,  oil  and  herrings  being  no  great  articles 
of  export.  But  the  duties  on  rum,  coal,  silk  and  wool 
arc  to  be  reduced,  and  how  do  these  things  affect  us — 
affect,  indeed,  any  other  country  than  Britain  and  her 
own  colonies?  Nine  tenths  of  the  “riwn,”  properly  so 
called,  is  made  in  Jamaica,  Barbadoes,  &.c. — will 
they  admit  our  whiskey  at  the  reduced  duty?  No — 
that  is  not  “rum;”  and  who  would  dream  of  import- 
ihg  coals  into  England,  except  as  mere  ballast?  As 
to  silk  aDd  wool  they  are  of  no  consequence,  and  the 
reduction  of  the  duty  on  them  will  benefit  instead  of 
injure  their  manufacturers,  though  the  latter  may 
have  some  small  effect  disadvantageous  to  their  agri- 
culturalists. 

I repeat  it — the  speech  is  made  for  exportation. 
When  the  chancellor  of  the  exchequer  shall  propose, 
or  parliament  shall  pass,  an  act  forthefre-e  admission 
of  bread  stuffs  and  meats — then  I shall  believe  that  he 
is  willing  to  “cut  the  cords  that  tie  down  commerce,” 
but  not  till  then.  Talking  is  one  thing,  and  doing  is 
another. 

Imports  and  exports.  1 find  Mr.  Webster  still  per- 
sisting in  his  doctrines  of  the  balance  of  trade,  and 
repeating  the  very  decorous  epithets  of  “jargon  and 
nonsense”  to  the  remarks  of  such  men  as  Mr.  Clay. 
<Jn  this  subject,  as  it  appeared  necessary,  on  a former 
occasion,  to  animadvert  on  his  remarks  about  the 
southern  fisheries,  so  it  seems  again  necessary  to  no- 
tice what  he  says  concerning  the  profits  of  our  expor- 
tation of  foreign  produce.  He  quotes  the  case  of  a 
•argo  of  coffee  and  drugs,  and  probably  is  correct  in 
his  items.  The  general  results  of  our  commercial 
adventures  might  not  present  any  thing  which  would 
justify  us  in  believing,  that  the  instance  he  quotes  is 
one  of  common  occurrence — for  such  enormous  pro- 
fits would  produce  a competition  which  would  soon 
reduce  them:  but,  be  this  as  it  may,  a reference  to  the 
public  documents  will  shew  the  fallacy  of  Mr.  Web- 
ber’s idea" — a fallacy  which  has  led  hint  to  use  ex- 


pressions so  unusual  for  him,  when  speaking  of  the 
opinions  or  arguments  of  others,  and  which  he  would 
not  have  applied,  if  he  had,  for  a few  moments,  turn- 
ed his  acute  and  discriminating  mind  to  the  act  of 
10th  of  February,  1821,  and  the  statistical  tables  made 
out  at  the  treasury  and  printed  by  order  of  congress. 
Mr.  Webster  has  been  of  opinion  that  foreign  goods 
imported,  and  the  same  goods  exported,  are  entered 
in  the  treasury  statements  at  the  same  price:  reason- 
ing on  this  belief,  it  would  naturally  occur  to  him, 
that  the  profits  on  our  imports  ought  to  be  added  to 
the  value  of  the  same  articles  when  exported — that 
profits,  freight  and  seamen’s  wages  were,  in  fact,  do- 
mestic produce,  and  should  be  entered  as  such  in  our 
exports,  in  order  to  come  to  a correct  conclusion  as 
to  the  balance  of  trade — and  there  is  no  doubt  that 
this  is  correct.  It  would  be  “jargon  and  nonsense” 
to  assert  the  contrary;  and,  if  the  public  documents 
were  made  out  in  any  other  way,  they  would  mislead 
and  deceive,  instead  of  enlightening  our  minds  on  this 
interesting  subject:  but,  if  the  document  is  made  out 
on  different  principles,  then  it  may  be  safely  trusted 
as  an  exhibition  of  the  general  results  of  our  com- 
mercial intercourse  with  foreign  nations. 

The  10th  section  of  the  law  of  1820,  page  9,  directs 
that  all  articles  exported  shall  be  valued  at  their  ac- 
tual cost,  or  the  value  which  they  may  bear,  at  the 
time  of  exportation,  in  the  ports  of  the  United  States 
from  w*hich  they  are  exported;  and  all  articles  im- 
ported shall  be  valued  at  their  actual  cost,  or  their 
value  in  the  foreign  ports  from  which  they  are  exported 
for  importation  into  the  United  States — that  the  direc- 
tions of  the  law  are  faithfully  complied  with,  is  evi- 
dent from  an  examination  of  the  statements  of  cur 
commerce  for  the  year  ending  on  the  30th  September, 
1823 — as  will  be  seen  by  a reference  to  the  following 
items: 

POUNDS.  DOLLARS. 

Indigo  imported,  893.397  Value,  1.751,966*— say  2.C0doIs.  per  lb. 
Do.  exported  860,584  2 141,88 1+— say  2.50  do. 

32,813  [less]  389.915  [more] 

Thus,  the  exports  being  32,813  lbs.  less,  produce 
$389,915  more  than  the  whole  quantity  imported — 
the  difference  is  profits,  freight,  &c.  which  is  entered 
as  so  much  exported  value. 

POUNDS.  DOLLARS. 

Teas  imported,  8,210,000  Value, 2, 36 l,245t— average  29  cts.  perW. 
Teas  exported,  1,736,000  8l3,000§—  do.  47  do. 

It  is  needless  to  go  further  into  details  to  shew  that 
the  statements  of  our  commerce  are  made  on  correct 
principles;  the  average  profits  on  teas,  say  18  cents  a 
pound,  being  added  to  the  imported  value,  shews  the 
great  errors  into  which  a belief  of  a different  mode  of 
estimation  would  lead  us. 

In  the  great  discussion  now  going  on  in  congress, 
these  facts  are  all-important,  and  do  not  seem  to  be 
sufficiently  attended  to.  The  question  depends  not 
so  much  on  reasoning  as  facts  and  details,  which  ap- 
pear to  be  overlooked  in  the  arguments  of  gentlemen 
on  both  sides.  While  it  depends  on  reasoning,  it  is 
impossible  to  bring  the  members  to  one  conclusion; 
but  a resort  to  the  public  documents  and  the  statisti- 
cal information  they  contain,  would  soon  lead  to  con- 
viction. T. 

President  Monroe,  gen.  Jackson  and  Mr.  Lowrie. 
A very  unpleasant  matter  is  nowr  making  much  noise 
in  the  newspapers,  and  it  seems  right  that  I should 
give  some  account  of  it,  which  shall  be  in  a.simple 
statement  of  what  are  published  as  the  facts  of  the 
case. 

In  January  last,  it  was  positively  stated  in  the  Phila- 
delphia “Democratic  Press,”  that,  when  Mr.  Monroe 
Was  about  to  form  his  cabinet  in  1816-17,  he  received 
a letter  from  general  Jackson  recommending  the  up - 
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pointment  of  tico  distinguished  democrats  and  tico  distin- 
guished federalists , as  his  secretaries  to  form  his  cabinet. 
The  truth  of  this  statement  was  instantly  denied,  and 
Mr.  Kremer,  one  of  the  members  of  the  house  of  re 
presentatives  from  Pennsylvania,  directly  waited  on 
the  president  for  information — who  said  that  the 
charge  was  false,  and  that  gen.  Jackson  had  never 
recommended  but  one  person  for  any  office  to  him, 
&c.  On  the  22d  of  the  month  above  named,  the  “De- 
mocratic Press,”  refused  credit  to  the  facts  as  set 
forth  by  Mr.  Kremer,  and  reiterated  the  charge,  say- 
ing that  a letter  from  gen.  Jackson,  containing  the  re- 


states from  Pennsylvania.  The  assertion  was  again 
denied,  and  the  “Press”  of  the  29th  Jan.  had  a com- 
munication, in  which  the  writer  declared  he  was  au- 
thorized by  general  Jackson  to  say,  that  he  never  wrote 
such  a letter;  and  to  declare  that  Mr.  Findlay  had  said 
he  never  heard  the  president  read  any  letter  of  the 
character  stated:  and  further  that  the  president  had 
assured  him,  (Mr.  F.),  that  he  never  had  received 
such  a letter  from  gen.  J. 

It  was  now  perfectly  understood  that  the  point  in 
controversy  depended  on  the  recollections  of  M.  Low- 
rie,  and  he  was  considered  as  the  author  of  the  re- 
port. He  was  thus  placed  in  a very  irksome  con- 
dition—the  declarations  of  the  president,  of  general 
Jackson  and  Mr.  Findlay,  being  opposed  to  his  own. 
In  consequence,  on  the  15th  of  March  last,  he  wrote 
a letter  to  the  president,  stating  the  case  about  wThich 
Mr.  Findlay  and  himself  called  on  him,  saying  “you 
took  from  your  bundle  a letter  which  you  stated  to  be 
from  gen.  Andrew  Jackson,  and  read  to  us  a part  there- 
of. The  part  read,  recommended  to  you,  as  a measure 
of  policy,  ? form  your  administration  by  the  appoint- 
ment of  distinguished  individuals  from  both  the  great 
political  parties  of  the  country,  without  mentioning 
the  names  of  individuals.”  Mr.  Lowrie  adds,  that  he 
felt  himself  at  perfect  liberty  to  mention  the  circum- 
stance, but  had  never  authorized  the  publication 
thereof— and  then  refers  to  the  disagreeable  situation 
in  which  he  has  been  involuntarily  fixed,  and  asks 
the  president  to  publish  the  letter  from  gen.  Jackson 
that  he  refers  to.  [It  appears,  by  Mr  Lowrie’s  letter, 
that  that  from  gen.  Jackson  had  been  mislaid,  but  was 
now  found.]  As  the  president  did  not  reply  to  Mr. 
Lowrie,  he  caused  a copy  of  his  letter  just  above  allud- 
ed to,  be  published  in  the  Philadelphia  “American  Sen- 
tinel” of  the  6th  inst.  with  a note  to  the  editor  saying, 
that  he  felt  the  delicacy  of  his  condition,  but  was 
bound  to  defend  himself— concluding  with  a hope 
that  it  might  not  be  indispensable  to  the  further  vin- 
dication of  his  character,  to  lay  before  the  people  the 
“incontrovertible  evidence”  that  was  in  his  power, 
&c.  This  note  was  dated  at  Washington  on  the  1st 
April. 

Since  the  publication  of  this  note,  &c.  Mr.  Low- 
rie has  been  severely  goaded  in  the  newspapers,  and 
challenged  to  bring  forth  his  “evidence,”  in  a way 
that  shewed  entire  confidence  in  its  failure  to  sup- 
port the  charge  against  gen.  Jackson — and  it  was 
strongly  intimated  that  Mr.  Lowrie  had  got  posses- 
sion of  the  letter  in  question,  or  some  other  paper 
belonging  to  the  matter  at  issue.  In  this  situation  of 
the  case,  and  in  reply  to  certain  queries  propounded, 
Mr.  Lowrie  made  a publication  in  the  “National  In- 
telligencer” of  Monday  last,  saying  that  he  had  re- 
ceived, (without  knowing  from  whom  it  came),  a 
copy  of  Mr.  Monroe’s  letter  in  reply  to  gen.  Jackson 
which,  indeed,  rather  appears  to  have  been  the  ori- 
ginal than  a copy,  as  a part  of  it  is  said  to  be  in  the 
hand  icriting  of  the  president.  It  was  sent  to  him,  en- 
closed in  a brief  note,  post  marked  at  Richmond,  Va. 
February  19. 

On  its  reception,  Mr.  Lowrie  shewed  it,  confiden- 
tially, to  one  of  the  oldest  members  of  the  senate,  and 


immediately  sent  a note  to  the  president  advising 
him  of  the  receipt  of  the  copy  and  relating  the  man- 
ner in  which  he  had  been  put  into  possession  of  it. 
After  this,  he  shewed  the  letter  to  the  representative 
in  congress  from  the  district  in  which  he  resides,  and 
then  sealed  it  up  and  left  it  in  the  hands  of  that  repre- 
sentative, “where  it  remained  until  the  president 
finally  declined  to  interfere.” 

Mr.  Lowrie,  then,  according  to  his  narrative,  re- 
quested Mr.  Baldwin,  of  Pittsburg,  who  happened  to 
be  in  the  city  at  the  time,  to  wait  on  the  .president, 
and  state  the  facts  mentioned  above — and  to  add  that 
the  letter  should  be  kept  sealed  up,  until  it  was  known 
what  course  the  president  would  pursue.  Mr.  Bald- 
win reported  that  the  president  had  not  determined 
on  doing  any  thing.  Mr.  L.  waited  till  the  15th  of 
March,  when  he  wrote  the  letter  to  the  president  as 
above  described.  Another  week  having  elapsed, 
without  any  step  being  taken  in  relation  to  the  sub- 
ject, he  requested  Mr.  Stevenson,  from  Virginia,  to 
call  on  the  president  and  ascertain  w'hether  he  had 
received  the  letter  of  the  15th  March.  Mr.  S.  did  so, 
the  president  told  him  that  he  had  received  that  let- 
ter, but  declined  doing  any  thing  in  the  matter.  Mr 
Stevenson  made  a second  visit  to  the  president,  witlj, 
the  same  result,  and  so  the  matter  stands  at  the  pre- 
sent. 

Such  appears  to  be  the  merits  of  the  affair,  and 
the  substance  of  all  that  is  publicly  known  about  it. 

I have  no  comments  to  make;  but  it  will  surprise 
many  to  find  that  private  papers  of  the  president  of 
the  United  States  have  been  thus  feloniously  carried 
away — for  the  letter  of  gen.  Jackson  was  mislaid, 
(and,  as  I have  heard,  very  probably  taken  off  and 
returned),  and  the  copy  of  the  reply  seems  to  have 
been  absolutely  stolen.  Mr.  Lowrie  cannot  be  sus- 
pected of  having  any  part  or  participation  in  either 
transaction,  though  some  blame  him  for  not  instantly 
sending  to  the  president  “the  copy,”  which,  (not- 
withstanding we  are  bound  to  believe  it  came  into  his 
possession  honestly),  was  assuredly  obtained  in  a dis- 
honorable way,  and  remains  to  be  the  property  of  Mr, 
Monroe.  But,  on  the  other  hand,  it  is  asserted  that, 
pressed  as  Mr.  Lowrie  is  by  the  weight  of  the  presi- 
dent, general  Jackson  and  gov.  Findlay  against  his 
assertions,  he  may  rightfully  use  in  his  defence  what, 
without  his  instrumentality,  came  into  his  possession. 
These  are  questions  for  casuists  that  I shall  not  at- 
tempt to  decide. 

Messrs.  Edwards  and  Crawford.  We  copy  from 
the  “Washington  Republican”  an  extract  from  an  ex- 
traordinary paper  laid  before  congress  by  Mr.  Ed- 
wards, recently  of  the  senate,  and  now  minister  to 
Mexico.  The  part  given  is  probably  sufficient  to 
furnish  a general  idea  of  the  contents  of  the  paper, 
and  Mr.  Edwrards  is  not  sparing  in  charges  “direct.” 
The  reports  of  the  first  and  second  committees  con- 
cerning the  suppressed  documents,  and  various  pa- 
pers belonging  thereto,  may  be  found  by  referring  to 
the  23rd  and  24th  vols.  of  the  Register. 

This  paper  has  acted  in  congress  like  a live  coal 
thrown  into  a magazine  of  combustible  matter.  What 
the  result  will  be,  no  one  can  predict.  It  is  however 
referred  to  a very  able  committee,  consisting  of 
Messrs.  Floyd , Livingston,  Webster,  Randolph,  Taylor , 
McArthur  and  Chcen. 

Mr.  Clinton.  The  removal  of  this  gentleman 
from  the  office  of  canal  commissioner  in  the  state  of 
New  York,  appears  to  have  astonished  every  body 
who  has  heard  of  it — for,  whatever  some  may  think 
of  the  political  character  or  conduct  of  Mr.  Clinton, 
nearly  all  men  regard  him  as  having  been  the  soul  of 
that  policy  which  has  redounded  so  much  to  the  glo- 
ry, and  will  add  so  much  to  the  wealth  of  his  native 
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state.  Meetings  have  been  held  at  Albany*  and  New 
York,  to  express  the  feelings  of  the  people  on  the  sub- 
ject, and  the  last,  on  account  of  its  numbers  and 
respectability,  is  said  to  have  been  one  of  the 
greatest  and  most  powerful  ever  held  in  America. 
The  venerable  col.  Few  presided ; many  resolutions 
were  passed,  and  a committee  pf  thirty  respectable 
citizens  was  raised  to  communicate  the  proceedings 
of  the  meeting  to  Mr.  Clinton,  &e. 

I cannot  possibly  spare  the  room  necessary  to  re- 
cord a twentieth  part  of  what  will  be  said  and  done 
about  this  business — but,  as  the  name  of  Mr.  Clinton, 
as  a canal  commissioner,  will  be  familiar  hundreds  of 
years  after  those  of  the  politicians  of  the  present  day 
are  forgotten — 1 shall,  as  soon  as  the  ferment  is  a lit- 
tle over,  and  the  simple  truth  of  the  case  is  clearly 
discernable,  give  a narrative  of  the  matter  for  record 
and  reference.  His  removal  appears  to  have  been  a 
mere  political  ruse  de  guerre,  to  operate  on  the  presi- 
dential election!  The  motion  for  it  was  made  by  one 
of  the  opponents  of  the  electoral  law,  as  is  said,  for 
the  purpose  of  identifying  the  friends  of  that  bill  as 
the  friends  of  Mr.  Clinton!  and  to  avoid  that , it  seems 
that  some  of  them  fell  into  and  went  along  with  the 
current ! No  pretence  was  offered,  or  reason  whatever 
assigned,  why  Mr.  Clinton  should  be  dismissed. 

fCpdf  the  things  that  have  happened  for  two  or 
three  years  past,  and  are  daily  happening,  are  not 
sufficient  to  disgust  the  people  of  the  United  States 
with  caucusses  and  caucussing,  and  all  sorts  of  manage- 
ment for  the  making  of  presidents,  and  if  they  will  not 

interfere  for  the  preservation  of  their  rights 

they  will  deserve  to  be  kept  in  continual  hot-water  by 
the  office-mongers. 

We  must  take  a stand . It  is  not  of  so  much  conse- 
quence who  shall  be  supported,  as  that  he  shall  be 
successful — and  so  become  cur  agent  to  break  up  all 
sorts  of  bargains  and  compromises  unknown  to  the 


■ right  of  suffrage  in  Virginia:  for,  whether  a county 
' contains  one  hundred  or  ten  thousand  free  inhabitants, 
its  legislative  power  is  the  same!  That  is,  in  the 
states  named,  we  laugh  at  the  borough-system  in  Eng- 
land, though  we  have  an  operation  of  the  same  prin- 
ciple at  home!  Baltimore  city  and  county,  with  six 
members  in  the  house  of  delegates,  have  a greater 
population  and  pay  more  taxes,  than  as  many  counties 
as  make  up  a majority  of  the  whole  number  provided 
for  by  the  constitution!  There  is  no  special  case  in 
Virginia  that  is  quite  so  bad  as  this — but  the  general 
condition  of  things  in  that  state  is  not  better,  if  so 
good,  as  our  own,  in  respect  to  representation  accord- 
ing to  population  and  taxation.  Yet  we  used  to  assert 
that  “taxation  without  representation  was  tyranny!” 
It  is  said,  that  a company  of  Virginia  militia,  nearly 
100  strong,  was  marched  two  or  three  hundred  miles, 
the  last  war,  to  defend  the  state,  though  only  one  of  the 
whole  number  had  the  light  of  voting  in  the  slate! 

But  the  freeholders  of  Virginia  appear  to  have  ta- 
j ken  up  the  subject  of  themselves,  and  at  the  elections 
' now  going  on  they  are  voting  for  or  against  the  calling 
! of  a convention.  In  most  of  the  counties  heard  from, 
the  majorities  in  favor  of  the  call  is  very  great — in 
; Stafford  for  instance,  197  to  10,  and  in  Spottsylvania 
j 210  for  and  120  silent  on  the  subject.  At  Richmond, 

I however,  the  contest  was  a close  one*,  and  the  votes 
j were  153  for  and  151  against  a convention.  In  the 
great  county  of  Charles  City,  which  sends  two  mem- 
bers to  the  legislature,  and  has  about  130  voters,  “all 
told,”  the  poll  stood,  for  the  convention  20,  against  it 
100! 

For  the  sake  of  the  example  on  Maryland,  as  well 
as  out  of  my  regard  for  the  people  of  Virginia,  and  in 
respect  to  the  essential  principle  involved  in  the  sub- 
ject, I am  exceedingly  anxious  for  the  success  of  the 
conventionists  in  that  state,  but  fear  that  they  will  be 
out-managed.  If  it  is  right  that  the  minority,  a small 
minority,  of  a party,  should  dictate  to  that  party, 
through  the  agency  of  a caucus  at  Washington,  surely 
the  minorities  of  the  people  of  Virginia  and  Mary- 
land may  rule  the  majorities  in  these  states  ! Probahm 
est! 


constitution,  and  in  opposition  to  moral  and  political 
virtue  and  truth. 

New  York.  The  republican  members  of  the  legis- 
lature of  New  York,  friendly  to  the  passage  of  the 
electoral  law,  had  a meeting  before  they  adjourned, 
Isaac  Ogden,  a senator,  chairman,  and  David  Gardner, 
also  of  the  senate,  secretary,  at  which  it  was  resolved 
to  recommend  to  the  people  the  holding  of  a state  con- 
vention at  Utica,  on  the  21st  day  of  September  next, 
(the  delegates  to  be  equal  to  the  number  of  members 
sent  by  each  county  to  the  legislature)  for  the  purpose 
of  obtaining  the  sense  of  the  people  in  respect  to  the 
persons  to  be  supported  as  governor  and  lieutenant 
governor  at  the  ensuing  election,  and  of  gathering  the 
opinion  of  the  same  upon  the  question  of  the  candi- 
dates for  the  offices  of  president  and  vice  president  of 
the  United  States. 

The  address  is  very  spirited,  and  severely  repro- 
bates the  conduct  of  a majority  of  the  senate  for  in- 
definitely postponing  the  electoral  law. 

Virginia.  The  good  people  of  this  state  are  “all 
alive”  about  a reformation  of  their  constitution,  and, 
indeed,  it  wants  it  badly.  The  house  of  delegates  of 
that  state,  (the  same  remark  applies  to  Maryland 
with,  perhaps,  as  great  force),  is  any  thing  else  than  a 
representation  of  the  people,  or  even  of  the  free- 
holders, the  only  persons,  at  present,  vested  with  the 


*At  which  John  Tayler,  so  long  lieut.  gov.  of  the 
state,  was  chairman,  and  gen.  Wendall,  secretary — 
both  revolutionary  patriots. 


Georgia.  The  papers  published  in  the  last  Regis- 
ter, relative  to  the  Indians  resident  within  the  limits 
of  the  state  of  Georgia,  will  not  fail  to  command  at- 
tention, especially  the  remonstrance  of  the  senators 
and  representatives  from  that  state  to  the  president 
of  the  United  States.  We  fear  that  many  bad  con- 
sequences will  grow  out  of  the  present  excitement— 
but  the  idea  of  dispossessing  the  Indians  of  their  lands 
by  foi'ce,  will  not  be  tolerated.  It  is  very  desirable  that 
they  should  be  removed,  but  government  cannot  effect 
it  without  their  consent.  The  lands,  surely,  are  their 
own;  and  surrounded  as  their  people  are  by  the 
whites,  it  cannot  be  a long  time  before  they  will 
cease  to  be  a separate  race — for  the  plan  of  amalga- 
mation, recommended  by  Mr.  Crawford,  will  operate 
more  and  more  to  their  extinction,  as  they  retire 
from  the  hunter  state,  and  become  herdsmen  and 
agriculturalists. 

Case  of  lieut.  Weaver.  In  justice  to  this  gentle- 
man, as  well  as  on  account  of  what  appears  to  cast  a 
stain  on  the  navy  itself,  I publish  his  vindicatory  state- 
ment against  the  opinion  and  decree  of  chancellor 
Sanford,  inserted  in  page  72. 

In  whatever  point  of  view  this  case  is  examined — 
whether  it  relates  to  the  fitting  out  of  the  ship,  or  the 
charge  taken  of  her  by  lieut.  Weaver,  there  is  much 
to  regret.  It  presents  the  character  of  the  merchants 
in  no  very  enviable  light,  and  goes  to  cherish  the  un- 
pleasant suspicions  long  entertained  of  the  conduct 
of  too  many  officers  of  the  navy. 

The  lieutenant  too  has  given  way  to  his  feelings  in  a 
manner  that  will  not  advance  his  cause.  He  says 
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that  one  of  the  parties,  to  be  benefitted  a fifth  of  the 
profits  which  he  has  been  deprived  of,  “had  taken 
an  early  opportunity  of  making  him  acquainted  with 
jhis  near  relationship  to  Nathan  Sanford,  present  chan- 
cellor” of  New  York.  This  is  exceedingly  unfortu- 
nate— for,  though,  no  doubt,  true,  it  carries  with  it  an 
insinuation  that  will  do  him  much  harm  with  reflect- 
ing people,  Can  any  one  suppose,  in  the  face  of  his 
own  agreement  with  the  merchants,  if  signed,  as  he 
says,  in  a moment  of  hurry,  and  the  general  force  of 
the  facts,  that  the  chancellor  has  been  influenced  in 
his  decision  by  the  consideration  that  one  of  his  kin- 
dred would  receive  a fifth  part  of  the  sum  that  the 
lieutenant  might  be  deprived  of?  There  are  other 
parts  of  his  statement  hardly  less  objectionable — but 
they  may  have  been  rendered  so  by  his  want  of  a 
knowledge  of  the  world. 

I had  written  thus  far  when  I met  with  an  article 
from  the  New  York  “Evening  Post”  which  announ- 
ces the  appearance  of  a pamphlet  under  the  signature 
of  E.  Tibbets,  ope  of  the  parties,  in  reply  to  lieut. 
Weaver’s  appeal.  It  is  said  to  deny,  in  very  strong- 
language,  the  positions  assumed  by  the  lieutenant. 
The  editor  of  the  “Post,”  who  has  read  the  pamphlet, 
says — 

“One  assertion  of  Lieut..  Weaver  was  that  the  con- 
tractbetween  himself  and  Messrs.  Tibbets  and  others, 
“in  the  shape  in  which  it  now  appears,  was  artfully 
kept  back  until  the  night  before  the  sailing  of  the 
ship,  and  was  then  presented  to  him  to  sign,  and  was 
actually  signed  in  the  hurry  of  the  moment,  without 
allowing  him  sufficient  time  for  consideration.”  In 
answer  to  this  Mr.  Tibbets  asserts,  that  lieut.  Weaver 
liad  the  original  draft  of  this  contract  in  his  own  pos- 
session, and  for  his  correction  and  approbation,  a 
dumber  of  days  before  its  execution;  that  he,  in  fact, 
did  make  several  corrections  to  suit  himself,  which 
were  adopted  into  the  copy  which  was  subsequently 
signed,  and  finally  he  winds  up  with  the  assertion  that 
3ie  can  now  produce  that  draft,  (of  which  he  furnishes 
a copy),  in  lieut.  Weaver’s  own  hand  writing.  In  a 
word,  if  we  must  speak  out,  we  have  never  seen  a 
;more  complete  and  satisfactory  refutation  of  unfound- 
ed charges.” 

IdpMr.  Tibbets’  publication  has  since  reached  me, 
•and  seems  conclusively  to  fix  the  character  of  the 
transaction,  had  any  doubt  remained  about  it — but 
the  people  will  not  believe  that  the  decree  of  the 
chancellor  needed  the  endorsement  of  the  merchant! 
Tt  is  established,  that  the  America  was  to  assume  the 
appearance  of  a store  ship,  under  charge  of  a lieu-  j 
tenant  of  the  navy,  for  the  purpose  cf  eluding  or  fore- 1 
ing  the  blockade'  of  Lima;  and  that  the  whole  pro- ' 
Ject  was  deliberately  planned  and  executed.  Mr. 
Tibbets  says,  “that  a part  of  the  expense  of  the  out- 
fit was  for  a set  of  private  signals,  which  were  procured 
at  the  request  of  lieut.  Weaver,  that  he  might  communi- 
cate with  the  Franklin  , on  the  passage,  in  accordance  with 
Ms  project  for  the  voyage,  he  having,  as  he  stated,  been  the 
flag  officer  of  that  ship .”  More  hereafter. 


Treasury  and  Bank  Matters. 

FROM  THE  WASHINGTON  REPUBLICAN. 

Mr.  Edicards,  who  was  recently  appointed  minister 
to  Mexico,  has  forwarded  to  the  speaker  of  the  house 
«f  representatives,  which  was  laid  before  congress,  a 
long  and  able  vindication  of  himself  against  an  inti- 
mation contained  in  a report  made  to  the  house  by 
the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  of  his  having  made 
false  statements,  on  his  examination  before  the  se- 
cond committee  of  investigation,  at  the  last  session  of 
congress,  on  the  subject  of  the  suppressed  documents. 
From  the  rapid  manner  in  which  we  have  been  oblig- 
ed to  cast  our  eyes  over  this  important  document,  we 
are  only  able  to  give  an  imperfect  summary  of  its 


j contents.  Mr.  Edwmrds  complains  that  this  report, 
although  called  for  at  the  first  session  of  the  last  con- 
gress, has  been  delayed  until  the  present  session,  and 
that,  too,  until  after  it  was  understood  that  he  had  left 
the  city,  on  his  way  home,  preparatory  tolas  embar- 
kation for  Mexico.  He  goes  into  a train  of  reason- 
ing, supported  by  extracts  from  a correspondence  be- 
tween lam  and  the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  and 
other  documentary  evidence,  to  show  that  what  he 
stated  before  the  committee,  the  truth  of  which  he 
considers  Mr.  Crawford  as  questioning,  is  tr.ue.  lie 
particularly  refers  to  letters  which  passed  between 
them  more  than  a year  before  he  gave  his  testimony 
to  the  committee,  in  which  he  expressly  stated  the 
same  facts;  and  the  receipt  of  which  Mr.  Crawford 
acknowledges,,  without,  in  any  degree,  denying  the 
truth  of  the  statements  so  made. 

After  completely,  as  it  appears  to  us,  sustaining  the 
truth  of  what  he  understands  to  be  questioned  by 
Mr.  Crawford,  in  his  report  to  the  house,  he  proceeds 
to  an  investigation  of  the  correctness  and  legality  of 
much  of  Mr.  Crawford’s  official  conduct;  and  offers, 
what  he  deems  conclusive  evidence,  to  support  the  six 
allegations  against  Mr.  Crawford,  which  we  have  co». 
pied  from  his  communication. 

This  communication,  which  embraces  some  50  or 
60  pages  of  manuscript,  and  which  we  shall  present, 
at  large  to  our  readers,  concludes  in  the  following 
words: — 

“I  regret  to  have  it  to  say  to  your  honorable  body, 
that,  both  the  state  of  my'  health  and  the  want  of 
time,  absolutely  compel  me,  most  reluctantly,  to 
close  this  investigation  of  Mr.  Crawford’s  well-timed 
statement  against  me.  In  this  situation,  1 beg  leave 
to  refer  you,  for  further  facts,  of  which  I might,  under 
more  favorable  circumstances,  fairly  and  successful- 
ly avail  myself,  to  a few  of  the  publications  with  the’ 
signature  of  “A.  B.”  herewith  transmitted. 

“Avowing  myself  the  author  of  these  publications, 
and,  (with  the  exception  of  a few  unimportant  typo- 
graphical errors,  and  a mere  verbal  inaccuracy,  in, 
regard  to  the  time  of  a certain  report  being  made), 
reasserting  before  your  honorable  body  and  the  na- 
tion, that  the  facts  they  allege,  are  substantially  true, 

I do  most  respectfully  s'olicit,  that  they  may  be  taken 
as  a part  of,  and  be  printed  with  this  communication. 

“In  order  to  strengthen  my  claim  to  this  induL 
gence,  combining  all  the  rights  of  defence,  of  accusa- 
tion, and  of  asking  for  investigation,  which  can  enti- 
tle me,  as  a citizen  of  the  United  States,  or  an  ofiicer 
of  their  government,  to  appear  before  your  honora- 
ble body,  I do  expressly  state — 

“1st.  That  the  lion.  William  H.  Crawford,  secre- 
tary of  the  treasury,  lias  mismanaged  the  national 
funds: 

“2d.  That  he  has  received  a large  amount  of  un- 
currcnt  notes,  from  certain  banks,  in  part  discharge 
of  their  debts  to  the  United  Stajes,  contrary  to  the 
resolution  of  congress  of  1S1G. 

“3d.  That,  being  called  on  by  a resolution  of  the 
house  of  representatives,  to  state  the  amount  of  un- 
current notes,  which  he  received  from  those  banks^ 
he  has  misstated  it,  by  making  it  less  than  it  really 
was : 

“4th.  That  he  has,  in  his  report  to  the  house,  mis- 
represented the  obligations  of  those  banks,  or  some 
one  of  them,  at  least,  and  predicated  thereon  an  in- 
defensible excuse  for  his  conduct,  in  receiving  those 
uncurrent  notes: 

“5th.  That  he  has  acted  illegally,  in  a variety  of  in- 
stances, by  making  and  continuing  deposites  of  pub- 
lic money  in  certain  local  banks,  without  making  re- 
port thereof  to  congress,  according  to  law: 

“Gth.  That  he  has,  in  several  instances,  withheld 
information  and  letters,  called  for  by.  the  house, 
and  which  it  was  his  duty  to  have  communicatad. 

“His  oath — let  it  speak  for  itself. 
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“For  specifications  of  these  statements,  I offer  the 
"publications  with  the  signature  “A.  11.”  abovemen- 
lioned,  and  this  communication.  And  for  proof  I of- 
fer that  which  they  respectfully  refer  to. 

“All  this  I do  defensively;  for,  if  the  facts  stated 
be  true,  no  rational  man  can  doubt  that  they  must 
weaken,  at  least,  the  force  of  Mr.  Crawford’s  state- 
ment against  me. 

“I  will  not  charge  him  with  bad  intentions  in  any 
of  those  acts.  It  is  more  properly  the  duty  of  others 
to  inquire  into,  and  judge  of  that  matter.  I do  not 
ask  for  an  investigation  of  his  conduct.  Such  a re- 
quest ought,  more  naturally,  to  be  looked  for  from 
himself.  But  I will  say,  that  if,  being  an  officer  of 
the  same  government  under  which  he  holds  his  office, 
f have  wilfully  and  maliciously  misrepresented  him 
in  the  six  foregoing  allegations,  it  is  a misdemeanor 
that  would  prove  me  unworthy  of  the  office  I hold. 
I invite  him,  or  any  of  his  friends,  to  make  this  charge 
against  me,  pledging  myself,  to  waive  all  notice,  and 
with  all  the  disadvantages  of  absence,  to  submit  to  an 
investigation  thereof,  by  either,  or  by  both  houses  of 
congress:  and  to  abide  by  the  decision  thereupon.  If 
this  proposition  is  declined,  I trust  we  shall  have  no 
more  canting  about  an  “A.  B.  plot.”  As  to  myself,  I 
fear  not  the  consequences  of  any  fair  investigation, 
for  I know  I shall  be  able,  whatever  may  be  the  re- 
sult, to  justify  myself  to  thenation. 

“And  never  having  obtained  any  office  by  the 
slightest  sacrifice  of  independence,  I never  will  owe 
the  holding  of  one,  to  reluctant  forbearance  or  the 
courtesy  of  my  enemies.  I will  only  add,  that  if  any 
attempt  should,  hereafter,  he  made,  meanly  to  take 
advantage  of  my  absence,  by  those  who  have  forborne 
to  attack  me,  when  I could  have  had  an  opportunity 
of  defending  myself,  I must  beg  of  your  honorable 
body,  and  the  nation,  to  suspend  your  opinions,  and  to 
be  assured  that  there  shall  be  no  unavoidable  delay 
in  vindicating  myself.  I have,  in  reserve,  much  mat- 
ter of  defensive  accusation,  and  should  most  certain- 
ty have  invited  your  attention  to  the  report  concern- 
ing the  receiver  of  public  moneys  at  Huntsville,  and 
other  matters  of  not  less  importance,  had  time  per- 
mitted.” 

What  will  be  the  ultimate  effect  upon  the  American 
people,  of  this  bold  and  manly  investigation  into  the 
conduct  of  Mr.  Crawford,  we  will  not  venture  to 
predict;  but,  in  order  that  the  whole  case  may  be 
fairly  understood,  we  invite  their  serious  attention  to 
it,  and  hope  it  will  be  read  with  that  candor  which 
ought  to  he  exerted  in  deciding  on  a controversy  so 
serious  in  its  character,  both  as  regards  the  indi- 
viduals concerned,  and  the  people  themselves. 


Lieutenant  Weaver’s 

Vindicatory  address  and  appeal  from  Chancellor  Sanford's 
opinion . See  page  72. 

TO  THE  PUBLIC. 

Having  performed  one  important  duty,  in  submit- 
ting a plain  history  of  facts,  connected  with  this  case, 
to  my  government,  and  courted  an  investigation , one 
other  important  duty  yet  remains,  to  satisfy  my  fel- 
low citizens  that  I have  neither  betrayed  my  trust,  nor 
violated  the  laws  of  my  country.  A plain  and  unvar- 
nished statement  of  facts,  I alone  rely  on  for  my  full 
vindication;  and  if  a plan  of  cunning  and  deep  laid 
fraud  is  exposed  to  the  public  eye,  it  has  been  en- 
forced upon  me.  My  wish  is  to  vindicate  myself,  not 
to  criminate  others. 

It  is  a fact  of  general  notoriety,  that,  when  the 
Franklin  was  equipped  for  the  Pacific  Ocean,  I Avas 
her  first  lieutenant,  and  that  commodore  Stewart  had 
applied  to  retain  me  in  that  situation.  Indeed,  sup- 
posing himself  possessed  of  the  power  of  selection, 
he  had  promised  me  the  office.  A higher  power, 
hgwever.  thought  it  inadmissable,  on  aegou^nt  of  the 


number  of  senior  lieutenants  applying  for  service  on 
board  that  ship.  Unable  to  fulfil  his  engagement  with 
me,  and,  no  doubt,  feeling  a delicacy  about  retaining 
me  on  board  in  a subordinate  capacity,  I w.  . rued, 
after  having  applied  for  it,  a permission  to  employ 
myself  in  the  merchant  service,  for  on  indefinite  pe- 
riod, and  received  a verbal  promise,  at  the  time,  that, 
if  I went  to  the  Pacific  Ocean,  I should  there  receive 
his  friendly  advice  and  protection.  San  Juan  Fer- 
nandez Avas  named  as  a place  Avherc  I might  meet  him, 
and  receive  the  advantages  of  his  convoy  to  thccoast„ 
Avith  other  ships  from  NeAV  York.  The  ship  Canton, 
the  brig  Post  Captain,  Avere  offered  the  same  rendez- 
vous, and  I believe  one  or  both  availed  themselves  of  it, 
though  the  America  never  did.  With  this  permission, 
from  regular  and  legal  authority,  my  commanding 
officer,  in  company  Avith  William  Porter,  of  New 
York,  I submitted  to  Elisha  Tibb its  a plan  of  a voyage 
to  South  America,  and.  laid  my  proposal  of  talcing 
charge  of  a ship  and  cargo , on  a voyage  to  Peru,  she  to 
be  laden  with  flour  and  provisions,  (no  contraband  of 
Avar),  to  take  on  myself  the  management  of  ship  and  cargo, 
for  one-fourth  of  the  profits  of  the  voyage.  If  my 
plan  did  not  succeed,  if  the  voyage  Avas  unprofitable, 
my  time  and  labor  would  ha\  e been  lost;  for,  in  that 
event,  I Avas  to  receive  nothing.  It  is  true,  I used,  as 
an  argument,  that  the  Franklin  Avas  about  to  sail  to  the 
Pacific  for  the  protection  of  American  commerce; 
commodore  Stewart’s  friendly  disposition  toAvards 
me;  as  well  as  my  own  rank  and  standing  in  the  na^- 
vy.  These  inducements,  it  will  he  seen,  operated 
sufficiently  poAverful  upon  the  defendants  in  the  case, 
to  offer  me  for  my  services,  one  “fifth  of  the  profits 
of  the  voyage  out,”  and  to  place  on  board  a captain 
of  their  own  selection,  Avith  a like  remuneration  to 
that  enjoyed  by  myself.  After  some  resistance,  I fi- 
nally closed  with  this  proposal,  and  our  initials  sim- 
ply Ayere  put  to  an  agreement  deAToid  of  all  the  objec- 
tionable parts  Avith  regard  to  the  naval  stores  that 
noAv  appear  in  the  contract.  Of  this  instrument, 
there  Avas  no  copy;  it  Avas  left  in  the  hands  of  Elisha 
Tibb  its;  and  I noAv  challenge  its  re-production.  In 
all  this  there  is  nothing  extraordinary;  for  which 
there  exist  five  hundred  precedents,  from  the  oldest 
captains  in  the  naAry,  doAvn  to  the  rank  of  midship- 
men, Avhich  is  permitted  and  approved  of  by  the  go- 
vernment; and  Ave  see,  by  the  project  of  a bill  noAv  be- 
fore congress,  that  the  secretary  of  the  navy  recom- 
mends a stronger  inducement,  in  the  shape  of  addi- 
tional pay,  to  that  Avhich  officers  now  receive,  when 
in  the  merchant  service.  The  bill  provides: 

11  And  be  it  farther  enacted , That  an  officer  Avho  shall 
he  furloughed,  or  Avho  shall  have  been  excused  from 
service  at  his  OAvn  request,  when  receiving  reduced 
pay,  for  any  other  cause  than  inability  to  perform  the 
service  from  sickness,  shall  receive  an  annual  pay, 
Avhich  shall  be  called  furlough  pay,  as  is  established 
in  the  annexed  table,  marked  II.  Provided,  he  shall 
not  have  declined  to  perform  active  service  Avhen  or 
dered  from  furlough  pay,  nor  have  exceeded  the  li- 
mits of  his  furlough,  except  from  unavoidable  neces- 
sity; in  Avhich  cases  he  shall  no  longer  receive  any 
pay,  and  he  further  punished,  at  the  discretion  of  a 
court  martial. 

“And  be  it  farther  enacted,  That  the  president  of  the 
United  States  may,  in  time  of  peace,  permit  captains, 
masters  commandant,  lieutenants,  sub-lieutenants, 
masters,  second  masters  and  midshipmen,  to  engage 
in  the  merchant,  or  any  other  sea  service,  and  that 
to  such  of  those  officers,  Avho  are  thus  employed,  cap- 
tains and  masters  commandant  excepted;  reduced 
pay  may  be  allowed  for  the  time  they  are  actually 
at  sea,  as  an  inducement  for  them  to  avail  themselves 
of  such  opportunities  for  improving  themselves  in 
seamanship.” 

The  usage  and  practice  of  our  service,  Avhich  be- 
comes laAVto  us,  admits  navy  officers  freely,  in  time  of 
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peace,  to  engage  in  the  merchant  service,  and  a legal 
compensation , (that  is,  their  half  pay),  is  still  continued, 
the  positive  assertion  of  chancellor  Sanford  to  the 
contrary  notwithstanding. 

The  contract,  in  the  shape  it  now  apqears,  was  art- 1 
fully  kept  back  until  the  night  before  the  sailing  of) 
the 'ship;  when  the  whole  of  the  parties  were  sum-j 
inoned  to  the  house  of  Elisha  Tibbits.  I confess  I ! 
was  green  in  the  tricks  of  trade;  I believed  1 wasi 
transacting  business  with  honorable  men;  I knew) 
Elisha  Tibbits  was  president  of  an  insurance  compa-  ■ 
-ny;  Stephen  Whitney  might  reckon  his  hundreds  of  i 
thousands;  and  I had  heard  of  honorable  acts  ofj 
Goold  Hoyt.  To  Henry  L.  Dekoven,  whose  profits! 
will  be  of  course  augmented  one-fifth  of  what  I may 
“be  deprived  of,  I was  an  entire  stranger,  except  that 
he  had  taken  an  early  opportunity  of  making  me  ac- 
quainted with  his  near  relationship  to  Nathan  San- 
ford, the  present  chancellor.  There,  the  night  only 
before  we  sailed,  without  time  allowed  for  reflection, 
amid  the  hurry  and  press  of  business  incidental  to 
such  a moment,  amid  invoices,  letters  of  instruction, 
&c.,  suri'ounded  by  men  whose  deliberate  purpose 
is  now  exposed,  the  contract,  in  its  present  shape,  J 
was  produced.  Immediately,  and  for  a time,  I strenu- 
ously opposed  the  objectionable  language;  but,  from 
the  four  quarters  of  the  table,  it  was  eagerly  repeat- 
ed, “ nothing  here  is  stated  which  can  injure  commodore 
Stewart;  you  know  he  has  already  expressed  to  us,  he 
ivould  do  every  thing  consistent  with  his  duty.  He  has 
made  us  these  promises;  ivhat  you  subscribe,  does  not  bind 
Steivart.'1'  Believing  them  to  be  honest  and  honora-  j 
ffile  men,  wishing  to  give  my  employers  every  satis- 
faction,  and  never  supposing,  for  a moment,  the  | 
phraseology  would  be  laid  hold  of  to  excuse  the  non-’ 
payment  of  the  contract,  I yielded,  and  affixed  my 
name;  but  men  of  integrity,  honorable  minds,  will 
believe  my  declaration,  that,  sooner  than  subscribe  j 
one  word  that  would  injure  commodore  Stewart,  or  | 
fix  a stain  on  my  own  fair  reputation,  I would  under- ! 
go  what  the  mistaken  Roman  Scaevola  did.  Most  free- 
ly do  I exonerate  commodore  Stewart  from  the  base  , 
insinuation,  that  he  was  to  reap  any  profit  from  my 
private  and  personal  services  in  the  merchant  ser-  i 
vice. 


With  regard  to  the  legality  of  this  contract,  I have  j 
still  to  insist  that  the  only  law  made  applicable  to  the 
case  by  chancellor  Sandford,  the  22d  article  for  the 
better  government  of  the  navy,  cannot  be  made,  in 
the  most  distorted  view,  to  apply.  The  law  pro- 
vides, “The  officers  and  privates  of  every  ship  or 
vessel  appointed  a convoy  to  merchant  or  other 
vessels,  shall  diligently  and  faithfully  discharge  the 
duties  of  their  appointment;  nor  shall  they  demand 
or  exact  any  compensation  for  their  services,  nor 
maltreat  any  of  the  officers  or  crew  of  such  merchant 
or  other  vessels,  on  pain  of  making  such  reparation 
as  a court  of  admiralty  may  award,  and  of  suffering 
such  further  punishment  as  a court  martial  shall  ad- 
judge.” I am  no  lawryer,  fellow-citizens,  but  a man 
of  plain  understanding,  more  accustomed  to  handle 
the  cutlass  than  the  pen.  I cannot  discover  in  this 
law  the  remotest  application  to  my  case.  It  appears 
r.lear,  from  the  very  plain  language  of  the  law,  be- 
fore the  penalty  can  be  incurred,  an  appointment  of 
convoy  must  first  be  made,  the  convoy  must  then  be 
given,  and  then  the  compensation  must  be  received. 
The  question  results — By  whom  is  this  convoy  to  be 
appointed?  By  the  secretary  of  the  navy,  the  organ 
of  the  president  of  the  United  States,  or  by  comman- 
ders of  squadrons  abroad,  only.  It  was  not  so  appointed. 
Allow  me  to  suppose  a case  where  the  very  import- 
ant part  of  the  law,  the  appoint  aunt,  is  wanting,  and 
that  an  officer,  without  this  appointment,  in  command 
of  a ship  of  war,  gives,  at  his  own  discretion,  a convoy 
to  a merchant  vessel,  taking  the  trouble  and  responsi- 
bility or  himself,  would  he  incur  the  penalty,  under 


. 
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this  law,  for  receiving  a compensation  for  his  trouble? 
This  may  be  a question  of  doubt  and  casuistry;  but 
it  neither  appears,  in  the  case  decided  by  the  chan- 
cellor, that  a convoy  was  so  appointed,  and  money 
received  for  it,  nor  that  a convoy  was  given,  or  to  be 
given,  in  any  shape,  where  a compensation  was  to  be 
received  by  an  officer  giving  the  convoy.  All  that 
does  appear  is,  that  an  officer,  freed  from  the  restraints  of 
the  naval  service,  at  full  liberty,  and  enjoying  express  per- 
mission, from  regular  authority,  to  employ  his  time  in  the 
merchant  service , does  so  employ  himself,  and  is  part  paid 
for  his  services.  How,  then,  can  this  law  be  applied, 
with  a shadow  of  reason,  to  the  case?  It  is  of  a 
piece,  however,  with  the  assumed  premises  of  the 
opinion.  One  who  can  thus  reason  from  facts  that 
do  not  appear,  must  have  possessed  sources  of  infor- 
mation beyond  his  official  station,  and  might,  sapi- 
ently  tell  us,  that 1 '•protection  and  direction  of  commodore 
Stewart ” mean  the  same  as  convoy.  To  my  readers 
it  is  hardly  necessary  to  explaii  the  difference.  We 
did  fully  enjoy  the  protection  of  the  Franklin  while 
in  the  Pacific;  but,  as  it  regards  convoy,  ice  never  saw 
her  in  that  sea  but  once,  at  Valparaiso;  and,  afterwards, 
though  hundreds  of  miles  separated  us,  yet,  in  the  true 
meaning  and  sense  of  the  contract,  we  fully  enjoyed 
her  protection.  At  Valparaiso,  we  likewise  received 
her  “ direction ,”  in  the  friendly  advice  of  commodore;. 
Stewart.  It  will  not  be  denied,  that  all  American 
ships,  in  the  wide  extent  of  the  Pacific  coast,  have 
been  protected,  however  distant  they  may  have  been, 
by  the  force  of  the  Franklin.  It  would  really  appear, 
from  statements  that  have  been  made,  that  the  ship 
America  had  received  regular  convoy  from  the 
Franklin.  The  plain  truth  is,  we  sailed  from  New- 
York  six  days  before  that  ship;  met  her  by  mere 
casualty,  at  Rio  de  Janeiro,  whence  she  sailed  near 
two  weeks  before  us.  For  the  second  and  last  time, 
we  sawr  her  at  anchor  at  Valparaiso,  lay  off  and  on  for 
a night,  went  on  shore,  heard  the  news,  the  impor- 
tant intelligence  of  the  law' just  passed  for  the  non-ex- 
portation of  bread  stuffs,  received  the  friendly  ad- 
vice of  commodore  Stewart,  and  proceeded  alone  on 
our  voyage  to  Lima,  without  ever  touching  at  San 
Juan  Fernandez.  It  will  be  seen,  from  this  plain 
statement,  what  the  convoy  was,  and  hoAv  absurd  the 
insinuation  that  commodore  Stewrart  should  have  re- 
ceived, or  thought  of  receiving,  any  thing  for  his  care. 
Another  important  fact  is  disclosed,  which  w'as 
worth  at  least  $20,000  to  the  voyage,  the  important 
news  at  Valparaiso.  Had  we  not  gone  in  there,  which 
Dekoven  opposed,  and  threatened  he.  w7ould  not  do, 
till  I referred  him  to  his  private  instructions,  \ye 
should  have  lost  that  very  important  advice  which 
saved  us  from  being  the  dupes  of  those  few  at  Lima, 
who,  on  our  arrival,  had  learned  the  intelligence,  and 
kept  it  close  for  the  purposes  of  speculation. 

With  regard  to  the  United  States’  stores  shipped 
on  board  the  America,  they  had  been  actually  ship- 
ped some  time  before  the  contract  w as  signed,  which 
was  made  to  embrace  them,  for  the  purpose,  no 
doubt,  of  destroying  the  legality  of  the  agreement, 
and  giving  to  what  w'as  really  a fair  shipment  by  the 
government,  an  odious  appearance,  by  making  it  ap- 
pear, on  the  face  of  the  contract,  that  I had  undertak- 
en to  promise  to  ship  United  States’  stores  on  board 
the  ship  America — a thing  utterly  beyond  my  power, 
but  wffiicn,  at  the  period  of  signing  the  contract,  had 
already  been  done  by  an  order  from  the  navy  com- 
mission office.  To  the  language  of  the  contract  on 
this  subject,  I have  only  to  say,  my  intention  never 
was  other  than  to  state  the  simple  fact  of  my  holding 
a commission,  and  having  those  stores  under  my 
charge,  which  w'ould,  of  course,  induce  a respectful 
and  decorous  treatment  from  persons  boarding  us  un- 
der any  authority.  It  wrnuld  appear,  however,  that  I 
was  performing  a double  duty,  from  the  circum- 
| stance  of  those  stores,  of  considerable  value,  being 
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placed  under  my  especial  care.  Any  unfavorable 
impression  made  at  first  sight  is  easily  removed  by  the 
statement,  that  commodore  Stewart  knew  me  well; 
that  I was  going  out  in  the  ship  where  they  were,  and, 
therefore,  deemed  it  safe  and  prudent  to  place  them 
under  my  care,  with  directions  how  to  bestow  them 
at  Callao.  Had  lieutenant  Weaver  not  been  on 
board  the  America,  or  not  known  commodore  Stew- 
art, it  is  certain  the  captain  would  have  had  similar 
directions  and  advice. 

To  prove  to  the  public  the  pre-determined  disposi- 
tion of  those  whom  I have  served  so  effectually,  to 
render  this  contract  subservient  to  the  intention  of 
evading  what  was  solemnly  bargained  to  be  paid  me, 
it  must  be  observed,  the  contract  is  dated  back  to  the 
24th  day  of  August,  as  well  as  the  memorandum  of 
.agreement  referred  to,  when  it  was,  in  reality,  signed 
on  the  night  of  the  3d  of  October,  the  night  only  be- 
fore ice  sailed.  That  I have  been  wrong  in  intention, 
’or  that  I would  receive  a bribe  for  doing  my  duty, 
the  public,  I hope,  will  acquit  me  as  freely  as  my  own 
heart  does;  but  that  I have  erred,  that  I was  imposed 
on,  that  I was  seduced,  by  the  wealth  and  standing  of 
those  I thought  honorable  men,  to  sign  an  agreement 
that  may  be  even  distorted  to  bear  an  improper  con- 
struction, I bitterly  lament.  But  it  is  some  consola- 
tion to  me  to  know,  that  my  eminent  counsel,  many 
honest  merchants  of  New-York,  view  the  transaction 
differently  from  the  chancellor  of  the  state  of  New- 
York. 

The  defendants  themselves- have  raised  the  ques- 
tion of  legality,  on  the  instrument  of  their  own  dicta- 
tion— the  contract  worded  by  themselves.  How  well 
they  have  succeeded  in  their  plan,  the  opinion  of 
the  chancellor  sufficiently  proclaims;  but  there  was 
no  other  means  of  evading  a deeper  obloquy,  that  an 
answer  to  the  bill,  and  an  investigation  of  the  facts, 
would  have  exposed  to  light,  the  false  charge  of  in- 
surance; underhand  shipments,  consigned  to  the  cap- 
tain and  mate ; debenture  obtained  on  canvass,  (for 
a suit  of  sails)  never  landed.  These  it  was  hoped  to 
screen  from  the  public  gaze.  To  the  Ocean  Insurance 
company  I refer  for  the  proof  of  the  overcharge  of  ^ 


answer  of  Mr.  Tibbits,  in  his  own  office,  was,  uthat 
1 was  already  paid  more  than  I ought  to  have,  and  might, 
seek  redress  were  I could  find  it .”  Yet  I did  not  precipi- 
tate my  appeal  to  a court  of  equity.  I waited  the  ar- 
rival of  the  America  from  Canton;  gave  them  after- 
wards a reasonable  time.  Seeing  no  chance  of  set- 
tlement, I directed  Mr.  Pierre  C.  Van  Wyelc  to  ad- 
dress them  a note,  supposing  they  would  then  see  I 
was  in  earnest;  but,  after  frequent  evasions  on  the  part 
of  Whitney  and  Tibbits,  the  young  gentleman  who 
bore  the  letter  to  Whitney  was  treated  with  abusive 
language. 

I have  but  one  farther  observation  to  make,  which  is 
simply  this,  that,  if  the  doctrine  of  the  chancellor  is 
to  be  received,  I would  not  part  with  one  constitu- 
tional right  I possess,  as  an  American  citizen,  to  hold 
one  hour,  that  commission,  heretofore  my  pride  and 
glory,  to  become  the  disfranchised  thing,  the  walking 
automaton,  he  makes  the  navy  officer.  I should  hold 
myself  cheaper  than  the  Turkish  slave,  who  never 
knew  what  freedom  was.  I had  yet  to  learn  from 
chancellor  Sanford,  that  the  acceptance  of  a commis- 
sion in  the  naval  service,  with  the  very  small  pay  an- 
nexed to  it,  compared  to  the  very  complicated  duties 
to  be  performed,  and  sacrifices  made,  was  to  prevent 
the  employment  of  my  labor  or  ingenuity  in  another 
profession,  in  time  of  peace.  I close  this,  perhaps,  too 
long  appeal,  with  the  hope  I may  be  dealt  with  in 
charity  as  one  unconscious  of  wrong. 

WILLIAM  A.  WEAVER. 


The  two  following  letters,  which  were  published 
soon  after  the  sailing  of  the  ship  America,  will  ex- 
plain how,  and  at  what  time,  the  stores  referred  to, 
were  shipped  on  board  the  America: 

New  York,  September  21,  1821. 
Sir:  At  the  request  of  commodore  Stewart,  I am 
induced  to  address  you  on  the  subject  of  the  slop 
clothing  of  the  U.  S.  ship  Franklin;  the  quantity  re- 
quired is  so  large  that  room  cannot  be  made  for  the 
storing  of  it  in  hogsheads  on  board,  and  he  has  sug- 
gested the  idea  of  sending  a few  hogsheads,  (if  it 
should  meet  your  approbation),  to  Valparaiso,  by  the 
H per  cent:  to  their  own  confession  for  the  under-  I ship  America,  which  sails  from  this  port  in  a few 


hand  shipments ; to  the  custom  house  for  the  drawback 
on  canvass,  which  was  made  up  into  sails  on  the  voy- 
age, and  which  mere  accident  has  brought  to  light. 
All  this,  however,  hardly  equals  the  round-about 
proposition,  repeated  by  two  respectable  gentlemen 
of  the  first  ward,  note,  since  the  decision  of  the  chan- 
cellor is  known,  to  settle  with  me  on  equitable 
terms,  and  pay  me  what  may  be  due  me;  and  as  an 
argument  for  me  to  do  so,  threatening  a prosecution 
for  what  was  paid  me  at  Lima,  as  being  paid  under 
the  illegal  contract.  Were  I capable  of  coming  to 
such  terms,  and  receiving  such  moneys,  1 should 
ihen,  indeed,  be  the  guilty  thing  the  chancellor  would 
make  me,  and  deserve  all  his  opprobrious  epithets; 
but,  were  the  sum  fifty  times  as  great  as  the  pitiful 
fifteen  or  sixteen  hundred  dollars,  justly  and  fairly 
claimed,  I spurn  it  and  the  consequences,  with  indig- 
nation. 

I have  already  trespassed  so  long  on  the  patience  of 
the  public,  I regret  the  necessity  of  a single  word 
more.  I know  it  is  industriously  attempted  to  be 
made  appear,  that  I precipitated  this  suit;  that  the 
defendants  were  willing  for  an  adjustment.  The 
fact  is,  I waited  ten  months  after  my  arrival,  the  in- 
termediate time  employed  in  begging  a settlement; 
that  I wrote  them  a statement  of  my  claims,  and 
placed  it  in  the  hands  of  Mr.  Iloyt,  entreating,  in  the 
event  of  their  not  being  able  to  adjust  it,  that  it  might 
be  left  to  an  arbitration.  Mr.  Hoyt  always  professed 
to  be  willing,  and  I believe  he  was  sincere.  My  let- 
ter to  that  effect  was  written  the  31st  January,  1823, 
about  four  months  before  the  commencement  of  the 
suit,  to  which  I cover  received  a written  reply.  The 


days 

Will  you  be  good  enough  to  inform  me,  sir,  if  tbir. 
suggestion  meets  your  approbation,  and  if  it  should, 
will  you  be  pleased  to  give  orders  accordingly? 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  humble 
servant,  EDWARD  FITZGERALD,  Purser. 

To  com.  John  Rodgers, 

President  navy  board,  Washington. 

Navy  commissioner"1  s office,  24th  Sept.  1821, 

Sir:  Mr.  Fitzgerald,  purser  of  the  Franklin,  has 
suggested  to  this  board  that  the  quantity  of  slop  cloth- 
ing required  for  the  Franklin  is  so  large,  that  room 
cannot  conveniently  be  made  for  the  stowing  of  it  in 
hogsheads  on  board,  and  that  a few  hogsheads  might 
be  shipped  to  Valparaiso  in  the  ship  America,  which 
vessel  will  sail  from  New  York  in  a few  days.  The 
commissioners  concur  in  this  proposition,  if  you 
should  advise  it:  and  you  will  consider  yourself  au- 
thorized to  have  such  part  of  the  slop  clothing,  as  can- 
not conveniently  be  shipped  on  board  the  Franklin, 
shipped  accordingly  in  the  America. 

Respectfully,  JOHN  RODGERS. 

To  com.  Charles  Steivart. 


The  proposed  new  Tariff. 

The  following  is  a copy  of  the  tariff  bill  as  it  passed 
the  house  of  representatives  on  the  lGth  inst. 

A bill,  to  amend  the  several  acts  for  imposing  duties 
on  imports — April  14,  1824,  printed  by  order  of  the 
house  of  representatives,  andorder^d  to  be  engross- 
ed for  a third  reading. 
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Be  it  enacted  by  the  senate  and  house  of  representatives  of 
the  United  States  of  America  in  congress  assembled , That, 
from  and  after  the  thirtieth  day  of  June,  one  thou- 
sand eight  hundred  and  twenty-four,  in  lieu  of  the  du- 
ties now  imposed  by  law  on  the  importation  of  the 
articles  hereinafter  mentioned,  there  shall  be  levied, 
collected  and  paid,  the  following  duties,  that  is  to 
say — 

First.  On  all  manufactures  of  wool,  or  of  which 
wool  shall  be  a component  part,  a duty  of  thirty  per 
centum  ad  valorem,  until  the  thirtieth  day  of  June, 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twenty-five;  and,  af- 
ter that  time,  a duty  of  thirty-three  and  one-third 
per  centum  ad  valorem,  until  the  thirtieth  day  of 
June,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twenty-six; 
and,  after  that  time,  a duty  of  thirty-seven  and  one 
half  per  centum  ad  valorem. 

Second.  On  all  manufactures,  not  herein  specified, 
of  cotton,  silk,  flax  or  hemp,  or  of  which  either  of 
these  materials  shall  be  a component  part,  a duty  of 
twenty-five  per  centum  ad  valorem:  Provided,  That 
all  cotton  cloths  whatsoever,  or  cloths  of  which  cot- 
ton shall  be  a component  material,  excepting  nan- 
keens imported  directly  from  China,  the  original  cost 
of  which,  at  the  place  whence  imported,  with  the  ad- 
dition of  twenty  per  centum,  if  imported  from  the 
Cape  of  Good  Hope,  or  any  place  beyond  it;  and  of 
ten  per  centum,  if  imported  from  any  other  place, 
shall  be  less  than  thirty-five  cents  per  square  yard, 
shall,  with  such  addition,  be  taken  and  deemed  to 
have  cost  thirty-five  cents  per  square  yard,  and  shall 
be  charged  with  duty  accordingly.  And  that  all  un- 
bleached and  uncolored  cotton  twist,  yarn  or  thread, 
the  original  cost  of  which  shall  be  less  than  sixty 
cents  per  pound,  shall  be  deemed  and  taken  to  have 
cost  sixty  cents  per  pound  and  shall  be  charged  with 
duty  accordingly.  And  all  bleached  or  colored  cot- 
ton yarn,  twist  or  thread,  the  original  cost  of  which 
shall  be  less  than  seventy-five  cents  per  pound,  shall 
be  deemed  and  taken  to  have  cost  seventy-five  cents 
per  pound,  and  shall  be  charged  with  duty  accordingly. 

Third.  On  wool  unmanufactured,  a duty  of  twenty 
per  centum  ad  valorem,  until  the  first  day  of  June, 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twrenty-five;  after- 
wards, a duty  of  twenty-five  per  centum  ad  valorem, 
until  the  first  day  of  June,  one  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred and  twenty-six;  afterwards,  a duty  of  thirty 
per  centum,  until  the  first  day  of  June,  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  twenty-seven;  afterwards,  a duty 
of  thirty-five  per  centum  ad  valorem,  until  the  first 
day  of  June,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twen- 
ty-eight; aftenvards,  a duty  of  forty  per  centum  ad 
valorem,  until  the  first  day  of  June,  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  twenty-nine;  afterwards,  a duty  of 
forty-five  per  centum,  until  the  first  day  of  June,  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty;  and,  after  that 
time,  a duty  of  fifty  per  centum  ad  valorem:  Provid- 
ed, That  all  wool,  the  actual  value  of  which,  at  the 
place  whence  imported,  shall  not  exceed  ten  cents 
per  pound,  shall  be  charged  with  a duty  of  fifteen 
per  centum  ad  valorem,  and  no  more 

Fourth.  On  all  Leghorn  hats  or  bonnets,  and  all 
hats  or  bonnets  of  straw,  chip  or  grass,  and  on  all 
flats,  braids  or  plats,  for  making  of  hats  or  bonnets,  a 
a duty  of  fifty  per  centum  ad  valorem:  Provided,  That 
all  Leghorn  hats  and  bonnets,  and  all  hats  or  bonnets  t 
of  straw,  chip  or  grass,  which,  at  the  place  whence 
imported,  with  the  addition  of  ten  per  centum,  shall 
have  cost  less  than  one  dollar  each,  shall,  with  such 
addition,  be  taken  and  deemed  to  have  costone  dollar 
each,  and  shall  be  charged  with  duty  accordingly. 

Fifth.  On  japanned  wares  of  all  kinds,  on  plated 
wares  of  all  kinds,  and  on  all  manufactures,  not  other- 
wise specified,  made  of  brass,  iron,  steel,  pewter, 
lead  or  tin,  or  of  which  either  of  these  metals  is  a 


component  material,  a duty  of  twenty  five  per  centum 
ad  valorem. 

On  bolting  cloths,  fifteen  per  centum  ad  valorem; 

On  hair  cloth  and  hair  seating,  thirty  per  centum 
ad  valorem ; 

On  marble,  and  all  manufactures  of  marble,  thirty 
per  centum  ad  valorem; 

On  all  paper  hangings,  forty  per  centum  ad  valo- 
rem; 

On  coach  laces,  of  cotton  or  other  material,  thirty- 
five  per  centum  ad  valorem ; on  all  other  laces,  twelve 
and  a half  per  centum  ad  valorem; 

On  lead,  in  pigs,  bars  or  sheets,  two  cents  per 
pound ; 

On  leaden  shot,  three  and  one  half  cents  per  pound; 

On  red  or  white  lead,  dry  or  ground  in  oil,  four 
cents  per  pound ; 

On  Brussels,  Venetian,  Turkey  and  Wilton  carpets 
and  carpeting,  fifty  cents  per  square  yard; 

On  all  ingrain  carpets  or  carpeting,  twenty-five 
cents  per  square  yard; 

On  all  other  kinds  of  carpets  and  carpeting,  of  wool, 
flax,  hemp,  or  cotton,  or  parts  of  either,  twenty  cents 
per  square  yard; 

On  oil  cloth  carpeting,  and  on  oil  cloths,  of  every 
description,  a duty  of  thirty  per  centum  ad  valorem. 

On  all  other  carpets  and  carpeting,  mats  and  floor 
cloths,  made  of  tow,  flags,  or  any  other  material,  a 
duty  of  thirty  per  centum  ad  valorem; 

On  hemp,  two  cents  per  pound; 

On  flax,  three  cents  per  pound ; 

On  tarred  cables  and  cordage,  four  cents  per  pound ; 

On  untarred  cordage,  yarns,  twine,  pack  thread,  and 
seines,  five  cents  per  pound; 

On  cotton  nagging,  four  and  a half  cents  per  square 
yard,  until  the  thirtieth  day  of  June,  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  twenty-five;  and  afterwards,  a duty 
of  five  and  a half  cents  per  square  yard; 

On  iron,  in  bars  or  bolts,  not  manufactured,  in 
whole  or  in  part,  by  rolling,  ninety  cents  per  hundred 
and  twelve  pounds  weight; 

On  round  iron  or  brazier’s  rods,  of  three  sixteenths 
to  eight  sixteenths  of  an  inch  diameter,  inclusive;  and 
on  iron,  in  nail  or  spike  rods,  slit;  and  on  iron,  in 
sheets,  and  hoop  iron;  and  on  iron,  slit  or  rolled,  for 
band-iron,  scroll-iron  or  casement  rods,  three  cents 
per  pound; 

On  iron  spikes,  four  cents  per  pound; 

On  iron  nails,  cut  or  W’rought,  five  cents  per  pound  ; 

On  tacks,  brads  and  sprigs,  not  exceeding  sixteen 
ounces  to  the  thousand,  five  cents  per  thousand;  ex- 
ceeding sixteen  ounces  to  the  thousand,  five  cents  per 
pound; 

On  iron  or  steel  wire,  not  exceeding  number  eigh- 
teen, five  cents  per  pound;  over  number  eighteen,  nine 
cents  per  pound; 

On  square  wire,  used  in  the  manufacture  of  stretch- 
ers for  umbrellas,  twelve  per  centum  ad  valorom; 

On  anvils  and  anchors,  two  cents  per  pound; 

On  iron  cables  or  chains,  or  parts  thereof,  three 
cents  per  pound;  and  no  drawback  shall  be  allowed 
on  the  exportation  of  iron  cables,  or  parts  thereof; 

On  mill  cranks  and*mill  irons,  of  wrought  iron, 
four  cents  per  pound; 

On  mill  saws,  one  dollar  each; 

On  blacksmith's  hammers  and  sledges,  two  and  a 
half  cents  per  pound; 

On  muskets,  one  dollar  and  fifty  cents  per  stand; 

On  rifles,  two  dollars  and  fifty  cents  each; 

On  all  other  fire  arms,  and  on  side  arms,  thirty  per 
centum  ad  valorem; 

On  cutting  knives,  twenty-five  cents  each; 

On  scythes,  twenty  cents  each; 

On  sickles  and  reaping  hooks,  twelve  cents  each. 

On  spades  and  shovels,  of  iron  or  steel,  twenty 
cents  each; 
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On  screws  of  iron,  weighing  twenty-five  pounds,  or  ^ 
upwards,  eight  cents  per  pound; 

On  screws  of  iron,  for  wood,  called  wood  screws,  ! 
not  exceeding  one  inch  in  length,  eight  cents  per 
groce;  over  one  inch,  and  not  exceeding  two  inches 
in  length,  fourteen  cents  per  groce;  over  two  inches 
j n length  twenty  cents  per  groce; 

On  vessels  of  cast  iron,  not  otherwise  specified,  one 
and  a half  cents  per  pound ; 

On  all  other  castings  of  iron,  net  specified,  one 
cent  per  pound; 

On  frying  pans,  four  cents  per  pound ; 

On  all  vessels  of  copper,  ten  cents  per  pound: 

On  quills,  prepared  or  manufactured,  one  dollar 
per  thousand; 

On  slates  and  tiles,  for  building,  half  a cent  each; 

On  black  lead  pencils,  one  dollar  and  fifty  cents 
per  groce; 

On  tallow,  four  cents  per  pound; 

On  tallow  candles,  five  cents  per  pound ; 

On  spermaceti  candles,  eight  cents  per  pound; 

On  soap,  four  cents  per  pound; 

On  lard,  three  cents  per  pound; 

On  wheat,  twenty-five  cents  per  bushel; 

On  wheat  flour,  fifty  cents  per  hundred  weight; 

On  potatoes,  ten  cents  per  bushel ; 

On  coal,  six  cents  per  heaped  bushel; 

On  corks,  twelve  cents  per  pound; 

On  linseed,  rape  seed,  and  hemp  seed  oil,  twenty- 
five  cents  per  gallon ; 

On  castor  oil,  forty  cents  per  gallon; 

On  ale,  beer  and  porter,  imported  in  bottles,  twen- 
ty cents  per  gallon;  imported  otherwise  than  in  bot- 
tles, fifteen  cents  per  gallon; 

On  beef  and  pork,  two  cents  per  pound; 

On  hams  and  other  bacon,  three  cents  per  pound; 

On  butter,  five  cents  per  pound; 

On  vinegar,  eight  cents  per  gallon; 

On  alum,  two  dollars  and  fifty  cents  per  hundred 
weight; 

On  refined  saltpetre,  three  cents  per  pound; 

On  blue  or  Roman  vitriol,  four  cents  per  pound; 

On  oil  of  vitriol,  three  cents  per  pound ; 

On  Glauber  salts,  two  cents  per  pound; 

On  Epsom  salts,  four  cents  per  pound; 

On  camphor,  crude,  eight  cents  per  pound; 

On  camphor,  refined,  twelve  cents  per  pound; 

On  copperas,  two  dollars  per  hundredweight; 

On  pepper,  ten  cents  per  pound; 

On  Cayenne  pepper,  fifteen  cents  per  pound; 

On  pimento,  eight  cents  per  pound; 

On  Chinese  cassia,  ten  cents  per  pound; 

On  cocoa,  three  cents  per  pound; 

On  chocolate,  four  cents  per  pound; 

On  currants  and  figs,  three  cents  per  pound; 

On  plums,  prunes,  Muscatel  raisins  and  raisins  in 
jars  and  boxes,  four  cents  per  pound; 

On  all  other  raisins,  three  cents  per  pound; 

On  filberts,  three  cents  per  pound; 

On  pine  apples,  two  cents  each; 

On  oranges,  fifty  cents  per  hundred; 

On  lemons,  twenty-five  cents  per  hundred; 

On  limes,  ten  cents  per  hundred; 

On  window  glass,  not  above  eight  inches  by  ten  in- 
ches in  size,  three  dollars  per  hundred  square  feet; 
not  above  ten  inches  by  twelve  inches  in  size,  three  | 
dollars  and  fifty  cents  per  hundred  square  feet;  and  : 
if  above  ten  inches  by  twelve  in  size,  four  dollars  per 
hundred  square  feet:  Provided,  That  all  window 
glass,  imported  in  plates,  uncut,  shall  be  chargeable 
with  the  same  duties  hereby  imposed. 

On  black  glass  bottles,  not  exceeding  the  capacity 
of  one  quart,  two  dollars  per  groce;  on  bottles  ex- 
ceeding one  quart,  and  not  more  than  two  quarts, 
two  dollars  and  fifty  cents  per  groce;  over  two 
quarts,  and  not  exceeding  one  gallon,  three  dollars 
per  groce; 


On  demijohns, twenty-five  cents  each; 

! On  glass  beads,  fifty  cents  per  pound; 
j On  apothecaries1  vials,  of  the  capacity  of  four 
ounces,  and  less,  one  dollar  per  groce;  on  the  same, 
above  four  ounces,  and  not  exceeding  eight  ounces, 
one  dollar  and  twenty-five  cents  per  groce; 

On  all  wares  of  cut  glass,  not  specified,  three  cents 
■per  pound,  and,  in  addition  thereto,  and  ad  valorem 
! duty  of  thirty  per  centum; 

On  all  other  articles  of  glass,  two  cents  per  pound, 

! and,  in  addition  thereto,  an  ad  valorem  duty  of 
[twenty  per  centum; 

I On  all  books,  which  the  importer  shall  make  it  sa- 
tisfactorily appear  to  the  collector  of  the  port,  at 
, which  the  same  shall  be  entered,  were  printed  previ- 
j ons  to  the  year  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
seventy-five;  and  also,  on  all  books  printed  in  other 
languages  than  English,  four  cents  per  volume; 

On  all  books,  when  bound;  thirty-seven  cents  per 
pound;  when  in  sheets  or  boards,  thirty-three  cents 
per  pound; 

On  folio  and  quarto  post  paper,  of  all  kinds,  twenty 
cents  per  pound; 

On  foolscap  and  all  drawing  and  writing  paper,  se- 
venteen cents  per  pound ; 

On  printing,  copper  plate,  and  stainers1  paper,  ten 
cents  per  pound; 

On  sheathing  paper,  binders’,  and  box  boards,  and 
wrapping  paper,  of  all  kinds,  three  cents  per  pound: 

On  all  other  paper,  fifteen  cents  per  pound; 

A duty  of  twelve  and  a half  per  centum  ad  valo- 
rem on  all  articles  not  herein  specified,  and  now  pay- 
ing a duty  of  twelve  and  a half  per  centum  ad  va- 
lorem; 

On  all  foreign  distilled  spirits,  fifteen  per  centum 
upon  the  duties  now  imposed  by  law,  and  in  addition 
thereto. 

Sec.  2.  And  he  it  further  enacted,  That  an  addition  of 
ten  per  centum  shall  be  made  to  the  several  rates  of 
duties  hereby  imposed  upon  the  several  articles  afore- 
said, which,  after  the  said  respective  times  for  the 
commencement  of  the  duties  hereby  imposed,  shall 
he  imported  in  ships  or  vessels  not  of  the  United 
States:  Provided,  That  this  addition  shall  not  be  ap- 
plied to  articles  imported  in  ships  or  vessels,  not  of 
the  United  States,  entitled  by  treaty,  or  by  any  act  of 
congress,  to  be  admitted  on  payment  of  the  same  du- 
tieslhat  are  paid  on  like  articles  imported  in  ships  or 
vessels  of  the  United  States. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  there  shall  be 
allowed  a drawback  of  the  duties  by  this  act  imposed 
upon  the  exportation  of  any  articles  that  shall  have 
paid  the  same,  within  the  time,  and  in  the  manner, 
and  subject  to  the  provisions  and  restrictions,  pre- 
scribed in  the  fourth  section  of  the  act,  entitled  “an. 
act  to  regulate  the  duties  on  imports  and  tonnage,” 

' passed  the  twenty-seventh  da)r  of  April,  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  sixteen. 

Sec.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  draw- 
back allowed  by  law  on  plain  silk  and  nankeen  cloths, 
imported  in  American  vessels  from  beyond  the  cape 
of  Good  Hope,  shall  be  allowed,  although  the  said 
cloths,  before  the  exportation  thereof,  shall  have  been 
colored,  printed,  stained,  dyed,  stamped,  or  painted, 
in  the  United  States.  But,  whenever  any  such  cloths, 
so  imported,  shall  be  intended  to  be  so  colored,  print- 
ed, stained,  dyed,  stamped,  or  painted,  and  after- 
wards to  he  exported  from  the  United  States,  with 
privilege  of  drawback,  each  package  thereof,  shall, 
before  the  same  shall  be  delivered  from  the  public 
stores,  be  opened  and  examined  by  an  inspector  of 
the  customs,  and  the  contents  thereof  measured  or 
weighed,  and  the  quality  thereof  ascertained,  and  a 
sample  of  each  piece  thereof  reserved  at  the  custom 
house;  and  a particular  account  or  registry  of  such 
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examination, , describing  the  number  of  pieces  in  each 
package,  their  weight  or  measure,  and  the  samples 
thereof  reserved,  shall  be  entered  in  the  books  of  the 
custom  house;  and,  after  such  examination,  said 
goods  shall  be  repacked  in  the  original  package,  and 
the  said  original  package  shall  be  marked  with  a cus- 
tom-house mark.  And,  whenever  any  such  goods, 
being  thus  colored,  printed,  stained,  dyed,  stamped, 
or  painted,  shall  be  entered  at  the  custom  house  for 
exportation  and  drawback,  the  same  shall  be  so  en- 
tered in  the  original  package,  marked  as  aforsaid,  and 
not  otherwise,  unless  the  person  so  entering  the 
same,  shall  give  satisfactory  evidence  to  the  collec- 
tor or  naval  officer,  or  one  of  them,  that  such  origi- 
nal package  has  been  lost  or  destroyed  by  accident; 
and  no  such  application  for  drawback  shall  be  made, 
except  on  the  contents  of  entire  packages;  and  upon 
application  for  such  entry  and  drawback,  the  con- 
tents of  the  packages,  so  offered,  shall  be  examined 
by  an  inspector  of  the  customs,  and  measured  or 
weighed,  and  compared  with  the  original  entry,  regis- 
try, and  samples;  and  if,  upon  such  comparison  and 
full  examination,  the  collector  shall  be  satisfied  that 
the  contents  of  each  package  are  the  same  identical 
goods  imported  and  registered  as  aforesaid,  and  not 
changed  or  altered,  except  by  being  colored,  printed, 
stained,  dyed,  stamped,  or  painted,  as  aforesaid,  then 
the  person,  so  entering  such  goods,  shall  be  admitted 
to  the  oath  prescribed  by  law,  to  be  used  in  cases  of 
application  for  exportation  of  goods  for  the  benefit  of 
drawback,  and  shall  thereupon  be  entitled  to  draw-  j 
ba*k,  as  in  other  cases:  Provided , That  the  export- 
er shall,  in  every  other  particular,  comply  with 
the  regulations  and  formalities,  heretofore  establish- 
ed, for  entries  of  goods  for  exportation  with  the  bene- 
fit of  drawback.  And  if  any  person  shall  present,  for 
exportation  and  drawback,  any  colored,  printed, 
stained,  dyed,  stamped,  or  painted  silk  or  nankeen 
cloths,  knowing  the  same  not  to  be  entitled  to  draw- 
back, according  to  the  provisions  of  this  act,  or  shall 
wilfully  misrepresent  or  conceal  the  contents  or 
quality  of  any  package  as  aforesaid,  the  said  goods,  so 
presented  or  entered  for  drawback,  shall  be  forfeited, 
and  may  be  seized  by  the  collector,  and  proceeded 
with,  and  the  forfeiture  distributed,  as  in  other  cases. 

Sec.  5,  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  there  shall  j 
be  allowed  a drawback  of  seventy-five  per  centum  of 
the  duties  by  this  act  imposed  on  tallow,  which  may  be  j 
manufactured  into  soap,  upon  the  exportation  thereof  i 
within  twelve  months  after  the  said  importation,  and 
in  the  manner  prescribed  by  the  act,  entitled  “an  act 
to  allow  drawback  of  duties  on  spirits  distilled,  and 
sugar  refined,  within  the  United  States,  and  for  other 
purposes,”  so  far  as  the  same  may  be  applicable,  and 
under  such  rules  and  regulations  as  maybe  prescribed 
by  the  secretary  of  the  treasury. 

Sec.  6.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  existing  j 
laws  shall  extend  to,  and  be  in  force  for,  the  collec-  j 
tion  of  the  duties  imposed  by  this  act,  for  the  prose- 
cution and  punishment  of  all  offences,  and  for 
the  recovery,  collection,  distribution  and  remission, 
of  all  fines,  penalties  and  forfeitures,  as  fully  and  ef- 
fectually as  if  every  regulation,  penalty,  forfeiture, ! 
provision,  clause,  matter  and  thing,  to  that  effect,  in  j 
the  existing  laws  contained,  had  been  inserted  in,  and  j 
re-enaetcd  by  this  act. 

Sec.  7.  And  be  it  further  enacted , That  the  provisions 
of  the  second  section  of  the  act  of  congress,  entitled 
“an  act  to  regulate  the  duties  on  imports  and  ton- 
nage,” approved  April  twenty-seventh,  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  sixteen,  shall  extend  to,  and  enure 
to  the  benefit  of  schools  and  colleges  within  the 
United  States,  or  the  territories  thereof,  in  the  same 
manner,  and  under  the  like  limitations,  and  restric- 
; ms  as  is  provided  in  said  act.  with  respect  to  semi- 
i - .-Us  of  learning. 


Eighteenth  Congress — first  session. 

SENATE. 

April  15.  On  motion  of  Mr.  Lloyd,  of  Mass,  the 
bill  from  the  other  house,  “for  the  relief  of  Parh ary 
Paulus,”  was  taken  up  for  consideration,  in  committee 
of  the  whole,  Mr.  King,  of  Alab.  in  the  chair.  Mr. 
Lloyd  stated  the  grounds  of  the  bill.  The  petitioner 
was  the  mother  of  a seaman,  lost  in  the  sloop  of  war 
Wasp.  An  act  of  congress  was  passed  for  the  relief 
of  the  relatives  of  those  who  were  lost  in  that  vessel, 
provided  application  was  made  for  such  relief  within 
two  years  from  the  passing  of  the  act.  This  petitioner, 
being  in  a very  humble  situation  in  life,  neither  knew 
of  the  passage  of  the  act,  nor  of  its  limitation.  She  now 
prays  for  the  benefit  of  the  act,  notwithstanding  the 
expiration  of  the  specified  time — and  the  bill  proposes 
to  grant  her  prayer.  The  bill  was  reported  to  the 
senate  without  amendment,  and  passed  to  a third 
reading. 

Several  other  private  or  local  bills  were  ordered  to 
be  read  a third  time,  and  some  were  passed. 

April  16.  A communication  was  received  from  the 
delegation  of  the  Cherokee  nation,  at  pres  nt  at  the 
seat  of  government,  relative  to  the  late  message  of  the 
president  to  congress,  on  the  Indian  titles  to  'ands  in 
the  state  of  Georgia,  and  animadverting  on  the  paper 
presented  to  the  president  of  the  United  States/ by 
the  Georgia  delegation  in  congress. 

The  communication  being  read,  Mr.  Elliott  said  he 
objected  to  a contest  of  this  character,  in  this  place, 
with  the  Cherokee  delegation.  He  knew  them  only  as 
other  Indians,  and  to  be  treated  with  as  such.  If  they 
claim  to  represent  an  independent  nation,  why  do 
they  address  this  body  directly,  and  not  through  the 
department  of  state?  But,  if  they  seek  to  be  heard  in 
their  real  character,  they  should  present  their  claims 
to  our  consideration,  through  the  war  department. 
The  course  now  attempted,  is  novel  and  inadmissible, 
and  he  hoped  the  communication  would  lie  on  the 
table.  It  was  then  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  bill  “in  addition  to  the  act  relative  to  the  elec 
tion  of  a president  and  vice  president  of  the  United 
States  was  further  discussed,  and  passed  to  be  engross- 
ed for  a third  reading. 

A number  of  private  or  local  bills  were  passed,  and 
sent  to  the  other  house  for  concurrence. 

April  19.  Mr.  Taylor,  of  Va.  submitted  the  follow- 
ing resolution,  with  a request  that  it  might  be  forth- 
with taken  into  consideration;  as  it  related  to  a com- 
munication from  the  president  of  the  United  States, 
in  relation  to  a claim  of  the  state  of  Virginia,  and  he 
wished  all  the  documents  printed  together. 

Resolved.  That  the  president  of  the  United  States  be  requested 
to  inform  the  senate,  whether  the  executive,  through  the  agency 
of  the  war  department,  borrowed  any  money,  during  the  last  war, 
under  the  condition  of  applying  the  same  to  the  defence  of  the 
state  wherein  the  said  loans  were  made,  and  to  what  amount;  and 
whether  interest  was  paid  by  the  United  States  for  such  loans, 
or  if  they  sustained  my  loss  by  giving  stock  or  treasury  notes  for 
them;  including  any  other  information  in  relation  to  the  subject 
which  he  may  think  proper  to  communicate. 

The  resolution  was  taken  into  consideration  by  ge- 
neral consent,  and  it  was  agreed  to. 

The  bill  “to  amend  the  several  acts  imposing  duties 
on  imports,”  was  received  from  the  house  of  repre- 
sentatives, and  read.  Mr.  Dickerson  moved  for  the 
second  reading  of  the  bill,  at  the  present  time.  This 
was  objected  to  by  several  members;  and,  conse- 
quently, the  second  reading  cannot  take  place  until 
to-morrow. 

Many  petitions  were  presented  praying  the  imposi- 
tion of  a duty  on  sales  at  auction. 

Much  time  was  spent  in  considering  a resolution 
naming  the  time  for  the  adjournment  of  congress.  It 
was,  at  last,  fixed  on  the  loth  of  May.  [The  house  has 
yet  to  act  on  it.] 

The  bill  “in  addition  to  the  acts  relative  to  the  elec- 
tion of  president  and  vice-president  of  the  U.  States,” 
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was  read  the  third  time,  passed , and  sent  to  the  house 
for  concurrence. 

Executive  business  occupied  the  rest  of  the  day. 

Jpril  20.  The  bill  from  the  other  house,  “to  amend 
the  several  acts  for  imposing  duties  on  imports,”  was 
taken  up  for  a second  reading.  Mr.  Branch,  after  a 
few  remarks,  expressing  his  opinion  that  the  present 
was  a proper  time  to  try  whether  or  not  the  senate 
was  willing  to  take  this  bill  into  consideration  at  all, 
moved  that’it  should  be  indefinitely  postponed.  This 
motion  gave  rise  to  some  cursory  remarks  upon  the 
point  of  order.  The  chair  decided  that,  as  the  senate 
had  already  passed  the  bill  to  a second  reading,  the 
motion  of  the  honorable  member  from  North-Carolina 
was  not  in  order  until  that  reading  had  taken  place. 
The  bill  was  then  read. 

Mr.  Lloyd,  of  Md.  now  moved  that  it  should  be  re- 
ferred to  the  committee  on  finance,  to  ascertain  the 
effect  of  the  bill  on  the  revenue, , &c.  Considerable 
debate  followed.  The  reference  was  net  agreed  to — 
as  follows: 

YEAS—  Messrs.  Birbour,  Branch,  Clayton,  Elliott,  Gaillard, 
Hayne,  Holmes,  of  Maine,  Holmes,  of  Miss.  H>  Johnson,  of  Lou. 

J.  S.  Johnston,  of  Lou.  King.of  Alab.  King, of  N.Y.  Lloyd,  of  Md. 
Lloyd,  ol  Mass.  Macon.  Mills,  Parrott,  Smith,  Taylor,  of  Virginia, 
Van  Dvke,  Ware,  Williams— 22. 

N t YS.— Messrs-  Barton,  Bell,  Brown,  Chandler,  D’Wolf,  Dick- 
erson, Eaton,  E Awards.  Findlay.  Jackson,  Johnson,  of  Kentucky, 
Knight.  La  tman,  Lowrie.  Mcllvai'ie,  Noble,  Palmer, Ruggles,  Sey- 
mour, Talbot,  Taylor,  of  Ind«  Thomas,  Van  Buren— 23. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Dickerson,  the  bill  was  then  re- 
ferred to  the  committee  on  commerce  and  manufac- 
tures. 

A good  deal  of  other  business  was  attended  to — 
which  will  be  noticed  in  the  subsequent  proceed- 
ings. 

April  21.  Mr.  Dickerson,  onbehalf  of  the  committee 
on  commerce  and  manufactures,  to  whom  was  refer- 
red the  bill  “to  amend  the  several  acts  for  imposing  du- 
ties on  imports, ’’requested  permission  for  the  commit- 
tee to  sit  upon  that  subject  during  the  sessions  of  the 
senate.  Mr-  Lowrie  opposed  the  motion.  Leave  was 
refused. 

Certain  motions  about  joining  the  committee  of  fi- 
nance to  the  committee  on  manufactures  and  com- 
merce, to  act  on  the  tariff  bill,  were  considered,  and 
rejected  or  withdrawn. 

A bill  concerning  invalid  pensioners,  and  for  the 
relief  of  col.  William  Duane,  were  passed,  and  sent  to 
the  other  house. 

The  bill  to  provide  for  making  surveys  of  roads 
and  canals,  was  discussed.  The  speakers  were 
Messrs.  Benton,  Brown  and  Holmes,  Maine. 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

Wednesday , April  14.  Mr.  McLane,  of  Delaware, 
from  the  committee  of  ways  and  means,  delivered  in 
the  following  report: 

“The  committee  of  ways  and  means,  to  whom  was 
referred  the  message  of  the  president  of  the  United 
States,  of  the  25th  of  March,  1824,  relative  to  the  ac- 
counts of  Daniel  D.  Tompkins,  report: 

That  the  accounts  of  Mr.  Tompkins  underwent  a 
full  investigation  by  a committee  of  the  house,  ap- 
pointed at  the  second  session  of  the  last  congress, 
who  made  a detailed  report  thereon,  and,  in  the  views 
of  the  committee,  then  expressed,  as  to  the  services 
of  governor  Tompkins,  and  of  his  claims  to  the  jus- 
tice and  liberality  of  his  country,  this  committee  fully 
concur. 

On  a consideration  of  the  claims  and  accounts  of 
governor  Tompkins,  the  committee,  at  the  last  ses- 
sion, reported  in  favor  of,  and  recommended — 

1.  An  allowance  of  interest  on  all  moneys  advanced 
by  him,  on  account  of  the  public,  from  the  time 
of  making  such  advances,  to  the  time  of  his  being 
reimbursed ; 

2.  An  allowance  of  a reasonable  commission  on  all 
moneys  disbursed  bv  him,  during  the  late  war; 


3.  An  indemnity  for  losses  sustained  by  him,  in  conse- 
quence of  any  failure  on  the  part  of  the  govern- 
ment to  fulfil  its  engagements  to  send  him  money 
and  treasury  notes,  within  the  time  specified,  to 
be  deposited  in  certain  banks,  as  collateral  secu- 
rity for  loans  procured  by  him,  at  the  request  and 
on  account  of  the  government; 

4.  An  irresponsibility  for  losses  incurred  by  any 
frauds  or  failures  of  sub-agents,  to  whom  moneys 
were  advanced,  through  his  hands. 

In  conformity  with  this  report,  a bill  rvas  passed,  au- 
thorizing “the  proper  accounting  officers  of  the  trea- 
sury to  adjust  and  settle  the  accounts  and  claims  of 
Daniel  D.  Tompkins,  late  governor  of  the  state  of 
New-York,  on  principles  of  equity  and  justice,  sub- 
ject to  the  revision  and  final  decision  of  the  presi- 
dent of  the  United  States.” 

The  committee  have  no  doubt,  that  governor  Tomp- 
kins has  been,  and  is  yet  a creditor  of  the  govern- 
ment, to  a large  amount,  and  that  every  principle  of 
justice  would  recommend  a prompt  and  liberal  set- 
tlement of  his  accounts,  upon  the  basis  of  the  forego- 
ing report:  but  they  are  of  opinion,  also,  that  the 
act  of  congress,  before  recited,  gives  sufficient  au- 
thority for  this  purpose. 

So  far  as  the  committee  has  been  informed,  it  ap- 
pears that  the  aforsaid  act  has  been  liberally  inter- 
preted by  the  president  and  accounting  officers,  and 
that,  under  the  provisions  of  that  law,  the  president, 
of  the  United  States  now  possesses  the  power,  and 
ought,  in  the  opinion  of  the  committee,  to  exercise 
it,  of  doing  full  and  liberal  justice  to  governor  Tomp- 
kins. 

The  committee  do  not  perceive  any  good  reason, 
therefore,  for  making  any  change  in  the  existing  law, 
and  recommend  the  following  resolution : 

Resolved  That  the  committee  of  ways  and  means  be  discharged 
from  the  further  consideration  of  the  subject,  and  that  it  be  again 
referred  to  the  president  of  the  United  States,  for  his  final  deci- 
sion.” 

After  some  conversation  on  the  subject,  the  re- 
port was  laid  on  the  table — 76  to  60. 

Mr.  Hamilton  offered  the  following,  which  he  wish.- 
ed,  for  the  present,  to  lie  on  the  table: 

“ Resolved , Tha'  ih;  secretary  <ftl.  trea.ury  bt  directi  d to  lay 
before  congw  ss,  on  the  first  day  of  the  next  session,  a detailed  re- 
vision  ot  the  existing  tariff — a revision  which  shall  have  for  its  ob- 
ject the  production  of  revenue  equal  to  the  exigencies  of  the  go- 
vernment, and  which  shall  be  beneficially  accommodated  to  the 
various  and  existing  branches  of  the  productive  industry  of  the 
country  ” 

Mr.  Floyd,  of  Virginia,  submitted  the  following  re- 
solution: 

“ Resolved,  That  the  president  of  the  United  States  be  request- 
ed to  cause  to  be  laid  before  this  house  any  iniormation  he  may 
possess,  shewing  the  kind  and  quantity  of  provisions,  stores,  or 
suppli  s,  of  any  kind,  which  have  been  sent  from  the  United 
States  to  any  ot  the  ports  of  South  America  on  the  Pacific  Ocean, 
for  the  use  of  vessels  of  war  of  the  Unittd  States,  designating  the 
port  from  whence  such  supplies  were  sent,  the  nam  of  the  ship 
or  vessels  so  employed,  the  time  when,  and  the  amount  paid  for 
such,  and  for  the  transportation  th>  r.  of:  likewise,  the  name  of  the 
j owner  or  owners  of  such  ships  or  vessels;  how  and  wlu-re  paid; 

I also,  the  amount  paid  in  said  ports,  by  any  officer  or  agent  of 
tbis^government,  for  supplies  of  any  kind,  for  the  vessels  of  war  of 
the  United  States  stating  the  name  and  office  of  the  person,  the 
time  when,  tile  plac  where,  and  the  mode  of  payment— whether 
in  bills,  notes, or  money:  if  in  hills,  or  notes,  whether  at  par  value, 
if  riot,  a>  what  discount  or  advance.” 

[Ordered,  (the  next  day),  to  lie  on  the  table.] 
Thursday,  April  15.  Mr.  Forsyth,  from  the  select 
committee  to  Avhom  was  referred  the  subject  of  the 
Georgia  claims,  made  a detailed  report  thereupon,  re- 
commending an  appropriation,  (in  blank),  for  the 
purpose  of  extinguishing  the  Indian  title  to  territory 
within  the  limits  of  Georgia.  The  report  was  read. 

Mr.  F.  moved  to  refer  the  report  to  a committee  of 
the  whole  on  the  state  of  the  union. 

To  this  reference,  Mr.  Allen,  of  Mass,  objected,  as 
giving  to  this  subject  an  undue  preference  over  other 
business  earlier  introduced  into  the  house. 

In  reply  to  this  objection,  Mr.  Forsyth  said,  amon 
other  things,  that,  if  the  gentleman  had  examined  th 
documents  connected  with  this  report,  they  would 
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have  seen  that  a state  of  irritation  exists,  which  re- 
quires to  be  allayed,  or  it  would  require  something 
stronger  than  resolutions  of  this  house  to  allay  it! 

Mr.  Little  supported  the  reference  to  a committee 
of  the  whole  on  the  state  of  the  union,  as  being  most 
proper  for  a subject  which  might  be  considered  as  < f 
national  magnitude,  &c. 

Mr.  Mien  said  his  reason  for  objecting  to  this  re- 
ference was,  that  he  was  unwilling  that  the  claims  of! 
individuals,  which  have  been  long  pending  in  this  ; 
house,  and  were  now  in  an  advanced  stage,  should  be 
postponed  in  order  to  take  up  a claim  which  has  been 
but  recently  introduced  into  the  house,  and  on  which, 
until  this  morning,  a report  had  not  been  made.  I 
The  present  session,  he  thought,  was  now  too  far  ad-  j 
vanced  to  go  into  an  investigation  of  this  new  matter.  ' 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  Mr.  Forsyth's  mo-  i 
tion  for  a reference,  and  decided  in  the  affirmative — 
82  votes  to  75. 

Mr.  Mien,  of  Mass,  moved  for  the  consideration  of 
the  resolution  proposed  by  him,  for  fixing  a day  for 
the  adjournment  of  congress;  and,  on  his  motion,  the 
question  of  consideration  of  this  proposition  was  taken 
by  yeas  and  nays.  The  vote  stood  as  follows: 

For  considering  it  100 

Against  considering  it  100 

The  house  being  equally  divided  on  the  question, 
the  Speaker  voted  thereupon,  in  the  negative. 

So  the  house  refused  to  consider  the  said  resolution. 

Friday,  April  16.  The  Speaker  laid  before  the  house 
a memorial  of  John  Ross,  George  Lowrey,  major 
Ridge  and  Elijah  Hicks,  delegates  from  the  Cherokee 
nation  of  Indians,  representing  the  unwillingness  of  the 
Cherokees  to  abandon  the  territory  upon  which  they 
reside,  declaring  their  determination  to  pursue,  peace- 
ably, agriculture,  manufactures,  and  the  mechanic 
arts,  and  praying  that  the  general  government  will 
protect  their  rights;  which  was  received  and  ordered 
to  be  printed. 

The  Speaker  also  laid  before  the  house  a memorial 
signed  by  Thomas  Law,  Walter  Jones  and  Elias  B. 
Caldwell,  a committee  appointed  at  a public  meeting 
by  the  citizens  of  Washington,  praying  the  attention 
of  congress  to  the  pecuniary  embarrassment  of  the 
country,  and  the  establishment  of  a national  paper 
currency,  as  best  calculated  to  remedy  the  evil;  which 
was,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Trimble,  referred  to  the  com- 
mittee of  ways  and  means,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

The  report  of  the  committee  of  ways  and  means,  on 
the  claim  of  I).  D.  Tompkins,  which,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Cocke,  was  laid  on  the  tabic  a day  or  two  ago,  was 
taken  up. 

Mr.  C.  then  moved  to  recommit  the  report  to  the 
committee  of  ways  and  means,  with  instructions  to 
report  a bill.  This  motion  he  grounded  on  the  fact 
that,  to  agree  to  the  report  of  the  committee  would 
only  leave  the  matter  where  it  was  before.  He  pro- 
ceeded to  examine,  in  detail,  the  report  of  the  com- 
mittee, in  part  of  which  he  said  he  cordially  acquiesced 
being  willing  to  make  every  just,  and  even  liberal  al- 
lowance to  this  individual,  and  in  other  particulars  of 
which  he  was  of  opinion  the  government  was  not 
bound  to  make  to  gov.  Tompkins  any  indemnification 
whatever.  He  specified  the  sort  of  allowances  which 
he  -was  disposed  to  make,  and  those  to  which  he  ob- 
jected. He  concluded  his  observations  by  moving 
the  instructions  to  the  committee  of  ways  and  means, 
to  report  a bill,  viz: 

“1st.  To  authorize  an  allowance  of  interest  on  all 
moneys  advanced  by  Daniel  D.  Tompkins  on  account 
of  the  United  States,  from  the  time  of  makingthe  ad- 
vances until  its  re-payment. 

2d.  To  provide  indemnity  for  actual  losses  sustain- 
ed by  him  in  consequence  of  the  United  States  failing 
to  furnish  him  with  money  and  treasury  notes,  within 
the  time  stipulated,  and  on  account  of  which  failure, 
the  losses  were  sustained.1’ 


Mr.  Floyd,  of  Virginia,  made  a few  remarks  expres" 
sive  of  his  opinion  that  the  most  liberal  adjustment 
of  the  accounts  of  this  officer  should  be  made.  He 
would  not  only  settle  his  accounts  liberally,  he  said, 
but,  if  within  the  powers  of  this  house,  he  would  vote 
him  from  the  national  funds  any  reasonable  amount 
of  compensation  besides,  for  the  eminent  services  he 
has  rendered  his  country.  This  country  must  be  re- 
duced low  indeed  if  it  was  not  disposed  to  remunerate 
such  services  as  his.  Such  a man  as  Daniel  D.  Tomp- 
kins was  not  always  to  be  found,  when  wanted.  The 
virtue  and  integrity  of  that  man  led  mainly  to  the 
fortunate  termination  of  the  Avar  with  Great  Bri- 
tain. He  would  not  trammel  the  settlement  of  his 
accounts  with  the  same  checks  and  restrictions  as  are 
required  upon  the  settlement  of  the  accounts  of  a dis- 
bursing officer,  acting  under  prescribed  rules;  for, 
when  the  United  States  had  no  credit,  that  individual 
had  not  spared  his  own — at  a time,  too,  when,  as  our" 
fleets  were  endeavoring  to  get  to  sea,  there  were  men, 
in  a neighboring  state,  who  showed  blue  lights  as  sig- 
nals to  the  enemy.  The  destinies  of  this  nation  were, 
in  a manner,  in  the  hands  of  that  man,  and  his  pa- 
triotism and  virtue  saved  us  from  disgrace  and  de- 
feat, &c. 

Mr.  McLane  suggested  to  the  gentleman  from  Ten- 
nessee the  propriety  of  a recommitment  with  less 
limited  instructions. 

Mr.  Cocke  professed  a desire  to  do  every  thing  that 
justice  should  dictate  to  gov.  Tompkins,  and  any  mo- 
dification of  the  instructions,  compatible  with  that 
view  of  the  subject,  he  was  willing  to  assent  to. 

Mr.  McLane  then  expressed  his  views  of  this  sub- 
ject. He  considered  it  unfortunate  that  the  matter 
had  been  again  brought  before  the  house,  and  was 
averse  to  a re-commitment  of  it  noAv,  because  it  was 
too  late  a period  of  the  session  to  take  up  the  subject 
de  novo,  and  act  upon  it.  He  then  stated  what  was 
the  particular  situation  of  the  accounts  of  this  gentle- 
man, adverting  to  the  act  of  congress  passed  at  thcr 
last  session,  and  the  principles  of  the  report  of  the 
select  committee  on  which  that  act  was  founded.  At 
that  time,  he  suggested,  the  subject  of  these  accounts 
underwent  an  elaborate  discussion.  The  question* 
whether  or  not  it  was  proper  to  make  an  equitable 
settlement  of  the  claims  of  governor  Tompkins,  was 
then  decided  in  the  affirmative.  If  the  house  were 
how  to  undertake  to  i’e-settle  these  claims,  he  did  net 
know  when  any  settlement  of  a principle  by  this  house 
was  to  be  considered  conclusive.  There  must  be 
some  end  to  questions  of  this  sort,  and  he  was  desirous 
that  the  same  weight  should  be  given  to  decisions  on 
questions  of  right  by  congress,  as  if  the  same  decisions 
had  been  made  in  a court  of  justice  On  the  question 
of  commissions,  for  which  the  president,  was  disposed 
to  make  a liberal  allowance  to  gov.  Tompkins,  and 
wffiich  the  accounting  officers  were  disposed  to  allow 
on  the  principles  usual  in  the  settlement  of  ordinary 
accounts,  Mr.  McLane  said,  that  Mr.  T.  had  procur- 
ed for  the  government,  during  the  war,  loans  of  money 
for  the  use  of  the  government  to,  the  amount  of  one 
million  eight  hundred  thousand  dollars,  and  had  alsu 
disbursed  those  funds:  and,  without  the  aid  which  ic 
thus  received  from  this  individual,  every  one  must 
know  that  the  operations  of  the  Avar  Avould  have  been 
exceedingly  embarrassed.  For  this  service,  of  bor- 
roAving  and  disbursement,  it  A\ras  proposed  to  allow 
him  a commission  of  5 per  cent. — which  Avould  make 
an  amount  of  about  95,000  dollars.  And  of  this 
amount,  Mr.  McLane  said,  there  was  a sum  of 
4G0,0C0  dollars,  for  which  the  government  had  agreed 
to  send  to  the  vice  president  treasury  notes  to  take  up 
the  personal  notes  Avhich  he  had  given  for  it.  But 
the  treasury  notes  did  not  arrive,  until  his  oavii  notes 
had  become  due  and  been  protested,  by  which  his 
credit  Avas  destroyed,  to  which,  in  a great  degree,  all 
the  subsequent  losses  and  misfortunes  of  this  gentle- 
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*nan  were  to  be  attributed.  The  committee  of  ways  . vor  of,  and  98  against  it. 
and  means,  Mr.  McLane  said,  did  not  wish  to  rc-inves-  j demanded  another  count 


Mr.  Randolph  rose,  and 
The  chair,  in  pursuance 


In  favor  of  the  previous  question  103 
Against  it  95 

So  the  house  determined  in  favor  of  the  previous 


He  said  he  had  been  wait- 


ti<>-atc  this  case,  or  they  wouid  have  been  disposed  to  ! of  a rule  of  the  house,  then  appointed  Messrs.  Ran- 
recommend  a more  liberal  allowance  than  was  pro-  dolph  and  Taylor  as  tellers;  and  the  members  on  each 
posed.  If  instructed,  however,  by  the  house,  it  would  side  of  the  question  were  counted,  by  passing  be- 
be  their  duty  to  take  it  into  consideration.  He  re-  j tween  the  tellers,  and  returned  as  follows: 
plied  to  some  other  suggestions  of  Mr.  Cocke,  as  to 
the  nature  of  services  rendered  by  Mr.  Tompkins  in 
the  capacity  of  a major  general.  If  the  gentleman 
had  had  an  opportunity  of  becoming  fully  acquainted  > question 
with  the  facts  on  the  subject,  he  would  have  learnt,  j Mr.  Webster  then  rose, 
that  his  services  in  that  capacity  had  been  of  great  j ing  in  the  house  for  several  days,  laboring  under  se- 
importance.  On  one  occasion,  he  had  left  his  family,  j vere  indisposition,  in  order  to  make  a motion  in  rela- 
then  in  a deplorable  situation,  and  departed  in  the  j tion  to  this  bill,  which  was  of  vital  importance  to  his 
ni'dit  for  the  frontier,  where  he  called  forth  the  militia,  constituents;  but  as  he  had  not  yet  had  an  opportuni- 
and  at  that  moment  saved  the  country.  The  com-  j ty  to  do  it,  he  moved  that  the  bill  be  ordered  to  lie  on 
mittee  of  ways  and  means,  he  added,  would  have  ac- 
ceded to  the  propositions  of  the  vice-president,  in  re- 
gard to  the  difference  which  now  exists  between  him 
and  the  government,  if  they  had  not  considered  the 
law  of  the  last  session  so  broad  as  to  make  any  fur- 
ther legislation  on  the  subject  unnecessary. 

Mr.  Hamilton  rose  to  testify  to  the  fact  of  the  vice- 
president  having  exercised  military  command  during 
the  late  war,  which  was  within  his  personal  know- 
ledge. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  Mr.  Cocke’s  motion 
and  decided  in  the  negative  by  a large  majority. 

And  the  question  was  then  taken  on  the  report  of 
the  committee  of  ways  and  means,  referring  the  sub- 
ject back  to  the  final  decision  of  the  president,  and 
decided  in  the  affirmative,  without  a division. 

The  house  then  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  for  the  revisio'n  of  the  several  acts  laying  duties 
upon  imports — the  question  being  on  Mr.  Randolph’s 
motion  for  the  indefinite  postponement  of  the  bill — 

Mr.  McDuffie,  of  South  Carolina,  in  a speech  of 
something  more  than  two  hours,  delivered  his  senti- 
ments in  decided  hostility  to  the  principles  of  the  bill: 

When  he  concluded — 

Mr.  Marklcy,  of  Pennsylvania,  rose,  not,  he  said, 
to  make  a speech  upon  the  bill,  although  such  had 
originally  been  his  intention;  but,  he  thought,  after  so 
long  a discussion,  the  house  must  be  ready  and  anx- 
ious to  take  the  final  question  on  the  bill.  He,  there- 
fore, now  moved  for  a call  of  the  house. 

. After  the  call  was  concluded,  the  doors  were  closed ; 
four  members  only  were  found  to  be  absent. 

Mr.  Steicart  then  moved  to  dispense  with  all  further 
proceedings  in  relation  to  the  call — his  motion  was 
carried. 

Mr.  Trimble,  of  Kentucky,  rose,  to  call  for  the 
previous  question.  He  said,  he  thought,  the  per- 
cent a proper  time  to  finish  the  debate.  It  was 
known  that  one  member  was  attending,  contrary  to 
the  advice  of  his  physicians,  and  two  or  three  others 
contrary  to  the  advice  of  prudence.  He  admitted 
that  some  courtesy  was  due  to  those  who  wanted  to 
speak,  but  much  more,  he  thought,  was  due  to  those 
whose  sense  of  duty  had  brought  them  to  the  house 
from  sick  beds.  He  was  one  of  those  who  had  in- 
tended to  present  his  views  of  the  subject  before  the 
final  question  was  taken,  and  some  things  had  been 
said  on  yesterday,  which  called  for  a reply  from  the 
friends  of  the  bill;  but  he  had  pre-determined  to  waive 
his  right  to  do  so,  and  hoped  that  gentlemen  on  both 
sides  would  consent  to  close  the  discussion.  No  ta- 
riff had  ever  been  debated  in  cold  blood,  and  the  old 
members  would  support  him  in  saying,  that  the  de- 
bate on  the  present  bill  was  marked  with  more  tem- 
perance than  on  former  occasions.  He  hoped  it 
would  terminate  in  the  same  spirit  of  moderation  and 
forbearance,  that  had  marked  its  progress.  He  as- 
sured the  house,  that  he  made  the  call  under  a sense 
of  duty,  but  in  the  full  spirit  of  deference  for  those 
who  might  oppose  it. 

The  call  was  sustained,  101  members  voting  in  fa- 


the  table.  Upon  this  question,  he  requested  the  yeas 
and  nays. 

The  yeas  and  nay3  were  accordingly  ordered;  and* 
the  house  refused  to  lay  the  bill  on  the  table,  yeas  98, 
nays  110. 

[It  does  not  appear  necessary  to  insert  this  set  of 
yeas  and  nays — some  of  the  friends  of  the  bill  opposed- 
the  motion,  and  some  of  those  opposed  to  the  bill* 
supported  it;  but  the  number,  of  such  on  either  side, 
was  very  small.] 

So  the  house  determined  that  the  previous  question 
be  now  taken. 

The  main  question  was  then  put,  “ shall  the  bill 
pass?”  and  decided  in  the  affirmative.  Ayes  107, 
noes  102. 

[JCJ^The  yeas  and  nays  on  the  passage  of  the  bill 
were  precisely  the  same  as  particularly  given  in  the 
last  Register,  except  that  Messrs.  Edwards  and  Mil- 
ler, both  of  Pennsylvania,  were  additionally  present 
— every  member  of  the  house  being  at  his  post  but 
txco — to  wit,  Mr.  Ingham,  of  Pennsylvania,  on  account 
of  severe  sickness  in  his  family,  and  Mr.  Jennings, 
of  Indiana,  who  was  too  ill  himself  to  attend  without 
risk  of  his  life.  Several  of  those  present,  especially 
Mr.  Miller,  of  Pennsylvania,  were  much  indisposed.] 

So  the  bill  was  passed,  and  ordered  to  be  sent  to  the 
senate  for  concurrence. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Siorrs,  it  was  ordered,  that, 
when  this  house  adjourns,  it  will  adjourn  till  Monday- 
next. 

The  house  then  adjourned. 

Monday,  Jlpril  19.  The  speaker  presented  to  the 
house  a voluminous  address  from  Ninian  Edwards,  of 
Illinois,  lately  appointed  minister  to  Mexico,  which 
address  was  transmitted  by  the  writer,  from  Wheel- 
ing, and  purporting  to  vindicate  himself  from  certain 
allegations  implicating  his  character,  contained  in  a 
report  lately  made  by  the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  in 
relation  to  government  deposites  in  the  western  banks, 
of  one  of  which  banks  Mr.  Edwards  was  a director. 
[See  page  118.] 

Much  conversation  and  debate  followed — some 
were  for  laying  the  memorial  on  the  table — others 
for  printing  it,  and  it  was  agreed  that  it  should 
be  read.  When  the  reading  was  finished,  a discus- 
sion took  place  of  which  we  cannot  give  even  an  out 
line.  Messrs.  Tucker,  of  Va.  Floyd  and  Forsyth  spoke 
warmly  on  the  subject.  At  last,  it  was  referred  to  a 
committee  of  several  members,  with  power  to  send 
for  persons  and  papers. 

Leave  of  absence  was  granted  to  Mr.  Rich  to  thd 
end  of  the  session. 

The  bill  making  appropriations  for  completing  the 
several  fortifications  of  the  U.  S.  was  taken  up  in  com- 
mittee of  the  whole,  and  considered  and  amended. 

It  was  reported  to  the  house. 

Tuesday,  tflpril  20.  Mr.  Cushman  offered  the  follow- 
ing: 

“ Resolved , That  ihe  committee  of  ways  and  means  be  instructed 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  laying  a duty  on  stills  or  spirit  i 
distilled  from  foreign  and  domestic  materials  within  the  United 
States-’ 
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The  question  being  put  on  its  consideration,  it  was 
decided  in  the  negative — 33  members  only  rising  in 
favor  of  it. 

Mr.  Forsyth  submitted  the  following  for  adoption: 

“ Resolved , That  the  president  be  officially  informed  that  this 
bouse  has  ordered  an  investigation  of  the  memorial  presented  to 
this  house  on  the  19th  inst.  by  N.  Edwards,  lately  appointed  mi-., 
liister  to  Mexico — that  the  said  N.  Edwards  may  be  instructed  not 
to  leave  the  United  Stated  before  that  investigation  has  taken 
place.’’ 

The  question  of  consideration  of  this  motion  being 
called  for,  (a  previous,  but  not  usual  question),  was 
taken;  and  there  were,. 

For  now  considering  the  motion  6 1 

Against  considering  it  84 

So  the  house  refused  now  to  consider  the  proposition. 
After  some  other  proceedings — 

The  Speaker,  by  leave,  presented  the  memorial  of 
Amelia  Eugenia  de  la  Rue,  heiress  of  M.  De  Beaumar- 
chais, in  relation  to  her  claim  for  repayment  of  mo- 
neys advanced  by  her  late  father  for  the  service  of 
the  United  States. 

The  bill  making  appropriations  for  fortifications  was 
taken  up— many  of  the  items  were  examined  at  much 
length,  and  several  amendments  offered,  and  the  gene- 
ral merits  of  the  system  partially  discussed.  Mr. 
Wood  said  that,  in  the  late  war,  the  nation  had  paid 
326,000  militia,  besides  her  regulars.  With  sufficient 
forts,  26,000  would  have  done  as  much.  Money  ap- 
plied wisely  in  defence,  was  the  best  means  of  pre- 
venting the  augmentation  of  the  public  debt. 

The  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a third 
reading  to-morrow. 

Wednesday,  April  21.  After  disposing  of  some  mi- 
nor business — 

Mr.  McDuffie  offered  the  following: 

** Resolved , That  the  clerk  of  this  house  be  directed  to  furnish 
the  president  of  the  United  States  with  a copy  of  the  memorial 
of  Ninian  Edwards,  recently  presented  to  the  house,  containing 
certain  charges  against  the  secretary  of  the  treasury.” 

Mr.  McDuffie  said  that  he  regretted  that  the  subject 
had  been  presented  to  the  house  at  all;  but,  since  it 
had,  he  thought  the  fact  should  be  submitted  to  the 
president  of  the  United  States,  that  he  might  take 
such  course  as  he  may  deem  proper  in  this  matter,  it 
being  a dispute  between  his  own  officers. 

Mr.  Saunders  aecorded  in  the  propriety  of  the  re- 
solution, and  suggested  an  amendment,  that  the  presi- 
dent be  informed  of  the  organization  of  a committee, 
by  this  house,  to  investigate  the  case.  This  course,- 
he  said,  would  not  surprise  the  president.  If  the  pre- 
sident should  choose  to  recal  Mr.  Edwards,  he  would 
have  it  in  his  power  to  do  so.  He  might  be  permit- 
ted to  say,  that  the  course  of  Mr.  Edwards  was  not  the 
same  as  that  pursued  towards  Mr.  Hamilton,  then  se- 
cretary of  the  treasury,  in  1794.  Mr.  Giles  called 
for  information,  and  boldly  offered  and  supported 
his  motion,  and  did  not  throw  charges  into  the  house, 
and  leave  them  to  pursue  them  if  they  could.  The 
same  course  ought  to  have  been  pursued  by  Mr.  Ed- 
wards in  this  case,  instead  of  which  he  has  departed 
hence  on  his  way  to  a foreign  station,  and  thrown  his 
charges  back  upon  those  he  has  left  behind. 

Mr.  Webster  said  he  hoped  he  might  he  excused  for 
making  a single  remark,  without  going  farther.  It 
was  obvious  the  committee,  which  hadbeen  appointed, 
had  no  time  to  make  any  progress  in  investigating  the 
charges  of  Mr.  Edwards,  at  this  session.  He  hoped  the 
house  had  confidence  enough  in  the  committee  to 
agree  to  the  motion  he  should  now  make,  which  was, 
to  defer  acting  upon  this  motion  until  to-morrow 
morning.  With  this  view,  Mr.  W.  moved  that  the 
motion  lie  on  the  table.  [Agreed  to.] 

The  engrossed  bill  making  appropriations  for  fortifi- 
cations was  read  a third  time.  Much  discussion  took 
place.  A motion,  made  by  Mr  Cobb,  to  recommit  the 
bill,  was  negatived — yeas  64,  nays  103;  and  then  it 
was  passed  and  sent  to  the  senate. 


The  joint  resolution  from  the  senate,  fixing  a time 
for  the  adjournment  of  congress — 15th  May  next— * 
was  twice  read. 

It  was,  after  debate,  referred  to  the  joint  commit- 
tee appointed  on  the  part  of  the  house  of  representa- 
tives to  determine  on  what  business  shall  be  taken  up 
at  the  present  session, and  at  what  time  the  two  houses 
shall  adjourn,  &c — yeas  37 , nays  77. 

Mr.  Crowninshield,  according  to  notice  given  yester- 
day, moved  to  take  up  the  bill  from  the  senate  to  au- 
thorize the  buil  ling  of  ten  additional  sloops  .of  war — 
decided  in  the  negative,  yeas  69,  nays  71. 

Thursday’s  proceedings. 

In  the  senate.  The  whole  day  was  occupied  with 
the  bill  from  the  house,  relative  to  surveys  for  roads 
j and  canals.  A motion  to  strike  out  the  original  bill 
j was  negatived,  by  receiving  an  equal  vote — 21  to  21! 
and  even  a motion  to  adjourn  was  carried  by  the 
casting  vote  of  the  chair;  the  president  not  being  in 
the  senate. 

In  the  house  of  representatives  there  was  also  an  ardu- 
ous time. 

Mr.  Floyd,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was  refer- 
red the  memorial  of  JV.  Edwards,  vindicating  himself 
and  accusing  Mr.  Secretary  Cranford,  pursuant  to  in- 
structions of  the  committee,  communicated  the  fol- 
lowing minutes  of  its  proceedings,  viz. 

“The  commitiee  to  whom  was  referred  a commu- 
nication from  Ninian  Edwards,  report  the  following 
minutes  of  their  proceedings  to  the  house  of  represen- 
tatives: 

April  21,  1824.  Present,  all  the  members  of  the 
committee. 

Voted,  That  the  committee  ought  to  proceed  to 
make  inquiry  into  the  matters  contained  in  the  said 
memorial,  and  connected  therewith. 

Voted,  That,  for  the  purpose  of  such  inquiry,  the  at- 
tendance of  the  said  Ninian  Edwards  upon  the  com- 
mittee, to  be  by  them  examined,  is  requisite;  and 
thathi3  attendance  be  accordingly  ordered. 

Voted,  That  the  chairman  do  inform  the  house  of  the 
foregoing  resolutions  of  the  committee,  and  inasmuch 
as  it  is  suggrested  that  the  said  Ninian  Edwards  is 
about  to  leave  the  United  States  on  foreign  diplomatic- 
service, 

Voted,  That  the  chairman  do  move  the  house  that 
information  of  said  communication,  of  the  votes  of 
the  house  thereon,  and  of  the  foregoing  resolutions  of 
the  committee,  he  communicated  to  the  president  of 
the  United  States.” 

The  latter  proposition  having  been  put  into  the 
form  of  a motion  by  Mr.  Taylor,  of  New-York,  and  the 
question  being  upon  agreeing  thereto — 

A very  long  debate  followed  in  the  house,  in  which 
it  was  stated  that  the  committee  had  issued  and  sent  off 
a writ  requiring  the  personal  appearance  of  Mr.  Edwards . 
Mr.  Cook  having  stated  that  that  gentleman  was  pro- 
bably on  his  way  to  New  Orleans,  for  embarkation — - 
Mr.  Forsyth  said,  it  was  only  what  he  suspected. 
The  Parthian  throws  behind  him  his  poisoned  arrows 
as  the  retreats,  and  then  flies  beyond  the  reach  of  pur- 
suit. But,  Mr.  F.  said,  he  could  not  fortunately  leave 
the  United  States  before  the  process  of  the  committee 
could  reach  him.  The  vessel  which  was  to  have  the 
honor  to  bear  him  out,  had  not  yet  left  the  navy  yard 
at  this  place,  and,  as  he  would  scarcely  venture  to  sail 
without  the  protection  of  the  guns  of  the  nation,  he 
could  yet  be  overtaken. 

But  we  cannot  follow  the  debate — the  temper  of  it 
may  he  seen  from  what  has  been  said.  The  report 
of  the  committee  was  agreed  to.  Mr.  Edwards’  com- 
munication, with  its  accompanying  papers,  were  or- 
dered to  be  printed. 

Several  other  subjects  were  taken  up  and  consider- 
ed. 
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Congress.  It  appears  probable  from  the  adoption 
of  the  report  and  resolution  of  the  joint  committee  of 
the  two  houses,  that  congress  will  adjourn  at  an  early 
day,  unless  some  matters  yet  to  be  acted  on,  shall 
require  more  time  than  is  expected — particular  re- 
ference being  had  to  Mr.  Edwards’  address. 

It  is  with  much  pleasure  we  notice  the  laudable  dis- 
position, now  manifested  in  the  house  of  representa- 
t i . e • , to  dispose  of  the  claims  of  private  persons  for 
relief,  k.c.  It  has  been  too  often  the  case,  that  when 
the  several  committees  have  spent  all  their  leisure 
time  for  weeks  in  ascertaining  the  merits  of  such 
matters,  and  when,  in  fact,  to  accept  or  receive  their 
reports,  was  not  much  more  than  a form,  (because 
such  things  must  be  mainly  confided  to  the  commit- 
tees), they  have  been  subjected  to  several  re-investi- 
gations, and  re-attendances,  at  a ruinous  waste  of 
time  and  money,  because  the  opportunity  or  the  will 
was  not  to  be  found  in  the  house  to  have  the  reports 
read,  &c. 


ticular  case,  and  only  would  urge  the  state  of  the  facts 
on  the  consideration  of  those,  who-^annot  have  any 
other  interest  than  the  interest  of  their  country. 

The  tariff.  Though  the  matters  that  belong  to 
this  question  arc,  perhaps,  of  greater  importance  than 
ever  were  submitted  to  the  consideration  of  the  peo- 
ple of  the  United  States,  I am  glad  that  we  are  about 
to  reach  an  end  of  the  discussion,  at  least Tor  the  pre- 
sent, by  a disposal  of  the  subject  in  the  senate;  but 
how  it  will  be  disposed  of  is  altogether  uncertain. 
The  prospect,  however,  is  against  the  passage  of  the 
bill,  for  the  senate,  on  Wednesday  last,  struck  out  (24 
to  23),  the  proposed  advance  of  fifteen  cents  per  112 
pounds  on  imported  iren — and  on  Thursday,  the  pro 
posed  duty  on  hemp:  See  the  proceedings.* 

Without  any  personal  interest  in  the  adoption  of  a 
system  for  the  protection  of  domestic  industry,  by  fur- 
nishing a home  market  for  the  products  of  agriculture-, 
further  than  belongs  to  any  other  member  of  the  com- 
munity, I have  zealously  supported  that  system  in  an 
Messrs.  Crawford  ax-d  Edwards.  We  give  this  ! ho"fst  bel‘ef  tbat  ^ establishment  would  benefit  the 
week  the  letter  or  report  of  the  secretary  of  the  trea-  I' wh°  ‘ Pe°Ple  the  United  States,  and  especially  that 

sury,  that  gave  rise  to  the  “vindicatory  accusation”  Part,of  «>em  who  from  the  nature  of  their  climate  or 
of  Mr.  Edwards,  a part  of  which  is  also,  inserted,  to  local  ,?0ndJ!0”>  ‘f e "ot  much  participated  m the 
be  concluded  in  the  next  Register.  These-  papers,  |P’.'”iec!,“  aflorded  *°  oJl,ers  thcir  fellow^  citizens, 
perhaps,  are  not  of  sufficient  present  importance  to  i dlfcre"tly  circumstanced  At  an  early  period  of  my 
occupy  so  large  a space,  but  ciriosity  is  on  tip-toe  to  !Ufe.>  ,yhen  ? was  ?et  a lad’  m?.m,nd  was  '“pressed 
learn  the 
we  must 


d large  a space,  but  curiosity  is  on  tip-toe  to  1 -J  ,va* 

cans?  of  so  great  a bustle  at  Washington,  and  1"!“!'  an.°PI?‘?n  that  lbe  ™Publ‘«  never  c?“ld  arnve 

give  them  a preference  on  that  account.  at,  ff3  "Sntfal  Power  t0  do  Sood  ,or  Pumsh  wron2- 

‘ 1 . . p f p.npnnp.nt  nn  onv  n ipi1  fnn  momf- 


The  sergeant  at  arms  has  left  Washington,  with  the 
committee’s  writ,  requiring  the  attendance  of  Mr.  Ed- 
wards— some  say  that  he  is  desirous  of  attending,  and 
others  affirm  that  he  wishes  to  avoid  an  appearance. 


while  dependent  on  any  other  country  for  iron  manu- 
factures, articles  of  clothing,  &c.  hardly  less  neces- 
sary than  food — and  with  this  belief,  I am  confi- 
dent that  I shall  end  my  days.  What  I could  do,  has 


umcis  ttiiiKii  mai  ntj  willies  id  avuiu  an  appearance,  i , , , , . ^ . . . 

How  it  is,  we  know  not-and  it  is  prematoe  to  form  beea  a°“e*°  brlnf,othe”  .*?  tne 
any  opinion  on  the  subject.  In  due  time,  perhaps,  we 
shall  have  a full  knowledge  of  the  facts  that  belong 

to  it. 

iCjPlt  is  not  probable  that  so  many  heated  and 
heating  things  were  ever  before  the  members  of  con- 
gress, in  their  public  and  “individual  capacities,”  as 
a!  this  time.  With  the  decision  of  the  tariff  question 
in  the  home,  the  warmth  of  its  friends  or  opponents 
seems  properly  to  have  cooled,  and  will  soon  subside 


tertained  by  myself;  and,  if  success  shall  not  at  all 
depend  on  my  exertions,  “the  will  must  be  taken  for' 
the  deed.”  And  that  will  shall  be  manifested  again, 
when  the  necessity  of  the  case  requires  another  exer- 
tion of  it. 

In  this  arduous  discussion,  I have  endeavored  to 
avoid  impeachments  of  motives,  because  every  man 
possesses  the  same  right  to  think  and  act  against  the 
passage  of  a protective  tariff,  that  another  has  to  sus- 

unless  there  should  be  a blowing  of  the  coals  by  the  it_and,’  “ Senaral>  !t,  Siye*  “e  Pleasure  «°  *ay 

senate;  but  the  things  that  beloSg  to  the  makiJ  of  a !,hat  thos.e  whob»™  ,been  Pleased  t0  0,1  ”T 

president  of  the  United  States,  and  the  unhappy  mat- |essa}:s’  bay®  treated  "'*b  t!’,e  fme  honorable 
ters  at  issue  between  Mr.  Lowrie  and  the  president  |™ur,tes?  and  respect;  and  1 have  had  much  occasion 
and  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  and  Mr.  Edwards  !l°  admire  ,tho  bberality  and  continued  support  ot 
with  a dozen  other  contests  or  Controversies  ofless  *eP“eme”>  t0  wbo“  essaJ5  *»  feT»P>f  tbe  sy». 

notoriety,  dependent  on  or  growing  out  of  some  of  tem”u3‘  have  become  irksome,  from  their  settled  op- 
these,  have  produced  a state  of  excitement  that  will  iPos!“oa  t0  ‘bo  Plaa-  n “ust,be  believed,  that  a large 
it  is  feared,  considerably  extend  the  period  of  the  of  tl;e  two  greal:  parties  to  tins  measure  de- 

orsecirm  on,i  nmuout  iui  a.  i sire  tli at  the  right  should  prevail — but  as  to  what  that 

right  is,  it  is  their  invaluable  right  to  differ. 

So  much  it  seemed  proper  that  I should  say  in  re- 
tiring from  the  tariff  question,  and  the  matters  relat- 


session,  and  prevent  that  calm  attention  to  the  inte 
rests  of  the  people  that  ought  to  be  paid  to  them. 

If  our  citizens  generally,  could  see  and  fed  these  Wh 

matters  as  they  are,  it  can  hardly  be  doubted  that  the  jing  to  it,  as  the  leading  editorial  subject  of  this  work. 

No  present  good  is  apparent  irom  a continuation  ot  it, 
and  other  things  of  deep  interest  demand  much  consi- 
deration and  space.  Yet  the  principles  of  the  system 
shall  not  be  thrown  aside  or  neglected,  and  some  of  the 
really  great  speeches  delivered  in  congress  shall  be 
preserved,  together  with  brief  sketches  of  many,  ou 
account  of  the  important  statistical  facts  with  which 
they  abound.  The  ten  weeks  discussion  in  the  house  of 


whole  mass  of  the  population,  office-holders  and  of- 
fice-hunters excepted,  would  rise  up  and  forbid,  in  a 
voice  that  could  not  be  mistaken,  the  members  of  con- 
gress from  taking  any  other  part  in  the  election  of  a 
president  of  the  United  States,  than  the  very  letter  of 
the  constitution  permits.  If  allowed  to  make  the 
chief  magistrate  of  the  republic,  how  can  it  be  other- 
wise than  that  Washington  should  be  the  seat  of  in- 
trigue and  management,  and  for  making  bargains? 
or  that  party  will  not  fall  into  the  belief  that  any  means 
are  justifiable  to  art  against  party,  if  they  will  produce 
effect?  I speak  without  present  allusion  to  any  paf- 
Vot.  XXYI 9 


*This  information  was  received  after  this  article 
was  made  up  in  type,  n-nd  probably  determines  the- 
late  of  the  bill. 
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representatives  elicited  more  truths,  as  to  the  condi- 
tion of  our  country,  than,  probably,  ever  were  madb 
known  in  so  short  a period  of  time.  But  there  is  one 
protected  interest,  whose  concerns  shall  be  closely  ex- 
amined, that  all  may  understand  the  history  and  extent 
of  the  “protection5’  afforded — I mean  the  navigating 
and  commercial;  for,  whether  the  people  are  willing  to 
grant  or  prepared  to  refuse  encouragement  to  domes- 
tic manufactures,  they  ought  to  be  well  informed  of 
what  has  been  done,  and  is  doing,  by  way  of  encou- 
raging another  class  of  society.  I am  not  opposed  to 
such  encouragement;  but  mortified  that  the  protected 
have  refused  to  “protect.” 

Richmond  Enquirer.  I have  not  yet 
taken  a part  for  or  against  any  of  the  persons  now 
before  the  people  as  candidates  for  the  presidency — 
it  is  still  possible  that  I may  not,  though  the  necessity 
of  union  among  the  friends  of  principle  is  every  day 
becoming  more  apparent  and  imperious.  However, 
let  this  rest  for  the  present;  but  I cannot  refuse  to 
notice  the  two  following  articles  which  follow  one 
another  in  the  “Richmond  Enquirer”  of  Tuesday 
last,  both  bearing  evidence  in  themselves  that  they 
are  from  the  pen  of  Mr.  Ritchie ! 

“The  Adams  meeting  in  Rockingham  was  “meagre 
In  point  of  numbers,  though  personally  highly  respec- 
table.” From  fifteen  to  twenty-five  are  said  to  have 
attended!  They  have  given  us  a new  formula  of 
nomination — Mr.  Adams  as  president  and  Mr.  Craw- 
ford as  vice  president!  Resolve  as  muck  as  you  please , 
gentlemen — you  cannot  change  the  vote  of  Virginia.  She 
is  fixed  for  W.  H.  Crawford.  A thousand  circumstances 
establish  it  beyond  contradiction.  ” 

“It  is  calculated  by  some  intelligent  politicians  at 
Washington,  that  on  the  tariff  bill,  the  senate,  in  ail 
probability,  will  be  equally  divided.  The  vice  presi- 
dent must  then  give  the  casting  vote.  It  is  said  no 
one  knows  how  he  will  vote.  Both  sides  claim  him. 

But  surely  without  the  strongest  possible  reasons, 
Mr.  Tompkins  will  not  sanction  a bill,  which  is  des- 
tined to  produce  a fundamental  change  in  the  whole 
policy  of  the  nation — and  which  has  passed  a crowd- 
ed house  of  representatives  by  five  votes  only,  and 
ties  the  other  branch  of  the  legislature.  In  the  same 
chair , it  icas  the  good  lot  of  another  vice-president  from 
the  same  stale,  to  save,  by  his  casting  vote,  the  constitution  of 
his  country .” 

1iCPuIt  was  the  lot  of  anotSer  vice-president 
FROM  TIIE  SAME  STATE,  TO  SAVE,  BY  HIS  CASTING 
VOTE,  THE  CONSTITUTION  OF  HIS  COUNTRY!” 

I thought  so  then  and  think  so  still;  but  how  Mr.  Rit- 
chie can  reconcile  his  two  paragraphs,  one  with  the 
other,  is  utterly  beyond  my  comprehension. 

If  George  Clinton  “ saved  the  constitution  of  his 
Country”  by  the  vote  alluded  to,  those  who  voted  on 
the  opposite  side  surely  meant  to  destroy  it.  If  the 
first  is  admitted,  the  last  follows  of  its  own  absolute 
necessity.  Mr.  Ritchie  refers  to  the  case  of  the 
bank  of  the  United  States,  a history  of  which  maybe 
seen  in  my  account  of  the  “old  land  marks  of  par- 
ties,” in  the  25th  vol.  of  the  Register.  A bill  had 
been  reported  to  the  senate  to  renew  that  thing,  so 
odious  to  the  “democrats”  of  that  day,  and  a motion 
was  made  to  strike  out  the  first  section,  or  to  reject  it, 
arid  the  yeas  and  nays  were  as  follows:  1 


Yeas — Messrs.  Anderson,  Campbell,  CLAY,  Cutts, 
i Gaillard,  German,  Giles,  Gregg,  Franklin,  Lambert, 
Leib,  Mathewson,  Reed,  Robinson,  S.  Smith,  White- 
side,  Wbrthington — 17. 

Nays — Messrs.  Bayard,  Bradley,  Brent,  Champlin , 
Condit,  CRAWFORD,  Dana , Gilman,  Goodrich , Hoi^- 
sey,  Lloyd,  Pickering,  Pope,  J.  Smith,  Tait,  Taylor 
Turner — 17. 

The  venerable  George  Clinton  then  rose,  and,  after 
assigning  his  reasons  in  a brief  but  powerful  speech, 
declared  himself  in  the  affirmative,  and  so,  in  the  lan- 
guage cf  Mr.  Ritchie,  “saved  the  constitution  of  his 
country,”  on  the20lh  day  of  February,  1811. 

There  were  only,  seven  “federalists”  in  the  senate, 
and  they  all  voted,  with  ten  other  members,  in  the' 
negative. 

At  the  time  when  this  question  was  decided,  I 
published  the  “Baltimore  Evening  Post,”  and,  in  the 
same  paper  that  announced  the  vote,  said — “For 
twelve  years  past,  I have  looked  to  the  4th  of  March 
next  for  the  extinction  of  the  bank  charter,  and  al- 
ways believed  it  would  be  made  a party  question.  It  is 
evident  the  federalists  have  considered  it  so,  for  every 
one  of  them  voted  for  the  bank,”  &c.  See  E.  Post, 
Feb. 22,  1811. 

Mr.  Ritchie  and  others,  who  uncourieously  de- 
nounce, or  at  least  affect  to  doubt  the  republicanism 
of  those  who  are  opposed  to  the  caucus  nomination, 
will  please  to  recollect,  that  the  person  supported 
was *1101  with  us  in  1798 ; that  he,  with  all  the  “federal- 
ists”in  both  houses,  voted  against  us  (and  the  almost 
unanimous  vote  of  Virginia)  in  1808,  on  the  em- 
bargo question,  and  that  he  was  just  exactly  so  cir-  ' 
cumstancedin  1812,  on  the  bank  question,  is  shewn 
above;  and  it  may  Re  further  added,  that,  in  the' cau- 
cus of  1816,  every  gentleman  that  attended  from  Virgi- 
nia, save  one,  was  opposed  to  his  nomination.  I do  not 
prefer  these  things  as  charges  against  Mr.  Crawford, 
or  pretend  to  say  that  he  is  worse  or  better  because  that- 
he  differed  in  opinion  with  nine  tenths  of  the  republi- 
can party— but,  as  an  old  member  of  that  party,  I 
must  beg  leave  to  file  a bill  of  exceptions  to  bis  being 
called  uthe  republican  candidate.”  Omit  that,  and  I 
have  nothing  to  say  on  this  score. 

The  navy  and  tiie  merchants.  The  matter  be- 
tween  Stephen  Whitney,  Elisha  Tibbets,  Goold  Hoyt 
and  Henry  L.  Dekoven  on  the  one  part,  and  William 
A Weaver,  a lieutenant  in  the  navy  of  the  United 
States,  on  the  other,  appears  the  more  offensive  the 
more  it  is  examined.  Mr.  Tibbets,  in  behalf  of 
himself  and  his  associates,  has  given  a pamphlet 
to  the  public  to  vindicate  himself  and  them  against 
certain  charges  of  “fraud  and  unfair  dealing,”  pre- 
ferred by  the  lieutenant,  at  which  he  seems  ex- 
ceedingly offended;  and  yet  he  docs  not  appear  to 
have  thought  it  wrong  that  a ship  of  the  line,  bearing 
the  flag  and  representing  the  honor  of  the  nation,  with 
about  700  men  and  supported  at  the  cost  of  150,000 
dollars  a year,  shoidd  be  used  as  a tender  for  his  pri- 
vate ship  the  America,  and  enable  her  to  “evade  or 
FORCE  the  blockade  off  Lima!” — which  was  to  be  ef- 
fected by  giving  hor  lithc  appearance  of  a store  ship. 
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and  placing  her  under  the  particular  protection  of 
the  Franklin .”  [These,  and  the  other  quotations  that 
I shall  make,  are  Mr.  Tibbets’  own  words.]  And  he 
admits  that,  to  purchase  this  “protection,”  lieut.  W. 
was  to  have  “one  fifth  of  the  net  profit  of  the  outward 
■voyage,” — and  he  actually  received  it,  or  a part  of  it, 
to  the  amount  of  twelve  thousand , three  hundred  and 
sixty-six  dollars  and  sixty-five  cents!  Mr.  Tibbets  pub- 
lishes the  agreement  between  the  parties — Dekoven 
was  to  go  as  master  of  the  ship,  but  “ Weaver  to  appear 
on  board  as  an  officer  in  charge  of  the  stores  for  the  use  of 
the  nary;  bills  of  lading  to  be  filled  up  to  the  order  of 
com.  Stewart,  if  thought  advisable!”  This  was  the  ori- 
f'inal  draft,  signed  “£.  T.”  and  “VV.  A.  W.”*  It  was 
afterwards  further  extended,  and  made  to  read  as  it 
appears  in  the  decree  of  the  chancellor  of  New  York, 
»age  *1 2 ; and  yet  lieutenant  Weaver  quotes  the  law 
or  the  regulation  of  the  navy,  to  shew  that  he  was 
justifiable  in  making  this  voyage  as  a private  man, 
which  indeed  he  then  was,  engaged  in  a private  mat- 
ter, but  lending  his  public  character  to  give  success  to 
the  speculation!  These  things  are  triumphantly  pro- 
claimed by  Mr.  Tibbets,  and  admittinghe  has  succeed- 
ed in  putting  down  lieutenant  Weaver,  what  is  the  ef- 
fect of  his  own  testimony  on  himself  ? He  acknow- 
ledges his  full  participation  in  a contract  that  has  been 
pronounced  illegal,  because  fradulent  in  its  nature, 
and  his  hearty  consent  that  the  lieutenant  should  re- 
ceive one  fifth  of  the  profits,  which,  it  is  probable,  was 
expected  to  be  at  least  $20,000,  for  his  aid  in  carrying 
on  a deception!  Nay,  Mr.  Tibbets  tells  us  that  a part 
of  the  disbursements  was  caused,  to  obtain  “a  set  of 
private  signals,  to  communicate  with  the  Franklin” — 
lieut.,  W.  having,  as  he  stated,  “been  the  flag  officer  of 
that  ship!”  Were  the  private  signals  of  the  Franklin 
thus  exposed?  Why  else  is  it  mentioned  that  the 
lieut.  had  been  her  “flag  officer ?” 

The  sum  of  the  agreement  is  this,  whether  it  had  or 
had  not  the  sanction  of  com.  Stewart — that  the  mer- 
chants and  the  lieutenant  covenanted  together  to  use 
the  national  power  of  the  Franklin,  “to  evade  or  force 
the  bloekake  off  Lima,”  as  Mr.  Tibbets  says — and  yet 
the  last  named  gentleman  tells  us  and  solemnly  de- 
clares, “that  he  never  thought  the  contract  illegal, 
till  after  suit  had  been  brought,  and  counsel  had  been 
retained  for  the  defence!”  How  could  he  suppose  a 
transaction  to  be  innocent,  and  so  legal,  that  was 
grounded  on  a deception,  and  meant  to  obtain  the  illegal 
protection  of  com.  Stewart?  The  America  was  to  have 
the  “ appearance  of  a store  ship” — and  lieut.  W.  was 
ft)  li appear  as  an  officer  in  charge  of  the  stores” — and 
so  it  was  expected  that  she  would  enter  the  port  of 
Lima  under  the  guns  of  the  Franklin ! — it  was  presum- 
ed that  com.  Stewart  would  defend  her  as  public  pro- 
perty needful  for  the  public  purposes  of  the  govern- 
ment of  the  United  States,  and  so  obstruct  the  legal 
operations  of  the  republicans  of  Chili  against  the  roy- 
alists of  Peru! — yet  Mr.  Tibbets  had  not  “the  least 
suspicion  that  the  contract  was  illegal?” 

Com.  Stewart  does  not  appear  in  the  affair,  and  we 
must  suppose  that  he  would  not  have  committed  him- 
self in  a matter  of  this  sort.  But,  according  to  Mr. 
Tibbets,  (and  the  agreement  itself),  lieut.  W.  repre- 
sents him,  (the  commodore),  as  his  friend,  and  said, 

“ that  the  arrangement  was  perfectly  understood  between 
him,  [the  lieut.]  and  com.  Stewsrt ,”  enjoining  Tibbets 
however,  “not  to  speak  to  the  commodore,  saying  he 
[the  com.]  would  make  no  promises  directly  to  own- 
ers!” It  was  this  “presumed  understanding,”  says 
Mr.  T.  that  was  uthe  only  assignable  motive  the  owners 
eould  have  had  in  giving  lieut.  Weaver  one  fifth  of  the  pro- 
fits of  the  voyage,  then  supposed  to  be  immense,  and  from 
their  embarking  a large  amount  of  property  upon  what 
would  OTHERWISE  have  been  an  almost  desperate 
entsrprize! //”  No  doubt,  this  is  the  truth — what  other 

'Elisha  Tibbets  and  WdJr-m  A.  Weaver 


“motive”  could  they  have  had? — and  yet  Mr.  Tibbets 
seems  willing  to  have  it  believed  that  he  truly  thought 
lieutenant  Weaver,  then  really  acting  as  a private  man, 
might  legally  dispose  of  the  national  character  of  tho 
Franklin  74,  for  “one  fifth  of  the  profits”  of  the  voy- 
age of  a private  vessel!  Whoever  heard  of  the  like? 
Is  the  nation  thus  to  be  bought  and  sold,  by  private 
persons,  in  the  back-room  of  a counting  house?  It  is 
a severe  reflection  on  commodore  Stewart  to  suppose 
that,  because  lieut.  Weaver  was  on  board  the  Ameri- 
ca, the  commodore  would  go  further  in  the  protection 
of  that  ship  than  if  she  had  been  in  charge  of  one 
who  had  been  the  mate  of  an  oyster  boat,  if  an  Ame- 
rican citizen.  If  otherwise,  the  gallant  commodore 
might  well  make  himself  liable  to  the  suspicion  of  be- 
ing a smuggler!  It  is  impossible  to  believe  that  he 
would  not  equally  protect  the  property  of  all  his  coun- 
trymen, coming  under  his  public  charge  in  the  South 
seas — yet  it  is  as  clear  as  day  light  that  Mr.  Tibbets 
and  his  associates  thought  him  capable  of  a contrary 
conduct:  nay,  that  he  would  even  ‘ force  the  blockade ” 
in  favor  of  his  “friend”  Weaver,  and  compromit  tho 
reputation  and  peace  of  his  country  and  his  own  honor, 
that,  what  without  his  1 particular  protection ” would 
have  been  almost  a udesperate  enterprize,"  might  be 
successful:  they  calculated  that,  either  by  the  power 
of  his  ship  or  the  falsification  of  his  word,  he  would 
have  caused  the  America  to  enter  Lima,  contrary  to 
law,  and  in  direct  violation  of  the  duty  which  he  owed 
to  the  parties  at  war,  between  whom  he  was  bound  to 
observe  the  strictest  neutrality.  Surely  Mr.  Tibbets 
could  not  have  thought  of  these  things,  when  he  be- 
lieved that  the  transaction  was  not  an  “illegal”  one! 

Suppose  the  America  had  been  captured— would 
not  her  “ appearance  as  a store  ship”  and  lieutenant 
Weaver’s  “ appearance  as  an  officer  having  charge  of 
them,”  been  urged  either  against  the  United  States  or 
Chili  to  obtain  indemnity  for  her  Ios3?  But  I will 
not  pursue  the  subject — it  is  disgusting  in  the  ex- 
treme, according  to  the  shewing  of  the  party. 

This  is  not  a matter  of  private  concern.  A disclo- 
sure of  the  secrets  of  the  counting  house  affect  the 
honor  of  the  nation,  and  a rigid  inquiry  into  the  bu- 
sines,  will,  no  doubt,  be  made.  The  suspicion  that 
our  ships  of  war  are  used  for  private  purposes,  and  in 
violation  of  the  established  principles  of  law-,  must  be 
done  away — and  we  see  that  the  subject  has  already- 
been  stirred  in  congress,  and  that  the  secretary  of 
the  navy  has  suspended  lieut.  Weaver,  until  the  re- 
turn of  the  Franklin.  Past  events  in  the  Pacific  may, 
also,  perhaps,  be  explained  by  an  investigation  of 
this  transaction,  and  the  matter  will  fairly  come  up 
for  consideration,  whether  itis  proper  to  spend  250,000 
dollars  a year  for  the  “protection”  of  a trade  in  the 
South  seas,  that  does  not  take  off  twice  that  amount  of 
our  products.  It  is  they  w ho  have  enjoyed  this  cost  - 
ly protection,  who  most  loudly  say  “let  us  alone!'  — 
and  it  is  time  to  say  we'll  let  you  alone;  we  will  keep 
the  million  a year  that  is  drawn  from  the  public  trea- 
sury for  the  protection  of  commerce,  or  appropriate 
it  to  other  purposes.  We  are  not  willing  t<>  hazard 
another  war,  for  protecting  property  and  profits  at  sea, 
while  protection  is  denied  to  property  and  profits  on 
the  land.  How  would  the  merchants  laugh,  if  tho 
I makers  of  glass  in  the  United  States,  who  produce 
triple  the  value  of  all  our  commodities  exported  to 
the  Pacific,  were  to  ask  $250,000  a year,  drawn  from 
the  pockets  of  the  people,  that  they  might  carry  on  a 
successful  business!— but  why,  in  the  name  of  aJl  that 
is  honest,  have  not  they  as  good  claims  on  the  trea- 
sury as  the  merchants?  The  people  are  beginning 
to  inquire  into  these  things,  and  when  the  facts 
are  ascertained,  a re-action  will  take  place  that  may 
astonish  many.  If  it  shall  proceed  too  fee.,  those 
who  have  had  their  interests  defended  at  the  cannon’s 
mouth,  who  have  caused  us  to  expend  a million  a 
year  for  their  protection,  and  who  have  united  to  re- 
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fuse  the  shadow  of  protection  to  others,  will  only  have 
themselves  to  blame  for  it. 

With  the  personal  private  character  of  the  parties 
to  the  strange  contract  spoken  of,  I have  nothing  to 
do.  I have  only  related  of  them  some  few  of  the 
things  which  they  have  said  of  themselves;  but  it  is 
just  to  add,  that  Messrs.  Whitney,  &c.  stand  high  as 
merchants  in  New  York,  and  that  lieut.  Weaver  has 
always  borne,  so  far  as  I have  heard  him  spoken  of, 
an  excellent  character  as  an  officer  in  the  navy.  And 
the  fact,  that  the  lieutenant  ventured  to  prosecute  his 
claim  in  a court  of  equity,  and  that  the  merchants 
suffered  themselves  to  be  exposed  therein,  is  strong 
presumptive  proof  that  neither  party  regarded  the 
transaction  as  every  body  else  seems  to  do.  The 
chancellor  has  pronounced  it  fraudulent,  and  speaks 
of  its  “turpitude,”  saying  that  the  “motives  of  such- 
contracts  must  always  be  corrupt,”  &c.  and  the  only 
possible  reason  that  presents  itself  to  my  mind  why 
the  parties  should  have  thought  otherwise,  is  in  a sus- 
icion  that  the  common  occurrence  of  similar  events  had 
hinted  their  sensibilities  on  the  present  occasion. 

Lieut.  Weaver.  From  the  National  Intelligencer. 
We  understand  that  lieutenant  W.  A.  Weaver  has 
been  suspended  by  order  of  the  navy  department,  in 
consequence  of  the  questions  which  have  arisen  as  to 
the  correctness  of  his  conduct,  in  the  case  between 
himself  and  the  owners  of  the  ship  America;  and  a 
formal  investigation  will  be  instituted  on  the  return 
of  the  Franklin  to  the  United  States. 

The  duty  ox  sugar.  The  practice  of  taking  the 
yeas  and  nays,  is  a glorious  invention,  which  I believe 
is  purely  American;  it  teaches  us  many  important 
lessons,  and  also  powerfully  tends  to  keep  our  repre- 
sentatives to  their  duty,  by  the  direct  responsibility 
that  it  brings  them  under  to  the  people. 

In  looking  over  the  several  sets  of  yeas  and  nays 
that  we  have  yet  to  publish  on  different  items  of  the 
tariff  bill,  I had  the  curiosity  to  examine  those  taken 
when  Mr.  Allen,  of  Massachusetts,  and  Mr.  Randolph, 
of  Virginia,  proposed  a reduction  of  the  duty  on  sugar — 
but  both  motions  failed,  on  the  first,  the  yeas  were  89 
and  nays  102;  on  the  second,  93  yeas  and  99  nays. 

Of  the  102  nays,  by  which  Mr.  Allen's  motion  was 
rejected,  no  less  than  sixty-six  were  given  by  gentle- 
men who  voted  in  favor  of  the  passage  of  the  tariff 
hill.  That  is,  nearly  two  for  one  of  those  who  sustain- 
ed the  great  staple  of  Louisiana,  were  also  friendly 
to  the  protection  of  agriculture,  in  the  estaolishment 
of  a home  market  through  the  encouragement  of  do- 
mestic manufactures, — and  had  they  not  been  willing 
to  do  for  others  what  they  asked  for  themselves,  the 
duty  on  sugar  would  surely  have  been  reduced  in  the 
house.  The  application  of  the  facts  here  shewn  is 
easy  and  those  interested  ought  to  make  it.  gcplt 
was  thus  that  the  people  of  the  states,  now  desirous 
of  a protective  tariff,  built  up  the  navigation  of  the 
east — now  opposed  to  them. 

Protection  of  agriculture.  In  1189,  when  the  dis- 
criminatory duty  on  tonnage  was  under  consideration 
in  the  house  of  representatives,  Mr.  Smith , of  South  • 
Carolina,  one  of  the  ablest  members  of  that  body,  as  j 
well  as  the  southern  gentlemen  generally,  warmly  op- 
posed the  project.  After  shewing  the  amount  of  ton- 
nage required  by  South  Carolina,  he  said — 

“When  these  circumstances  are  duly  weighed,  I 
hope  that  gentlemen  will  not  attribute  a want  of  libe- 
rality in  the  southern  states,  because  they  are  not  wil- 
lin'* to  go  so  far  with  them  as  to  destroy  the  agriculture 
of  their  country.”  Lloyd’s  debates — printed  at  New 
York  1799,  vol.  1 , page  211. 


Fifty  extracts  like  the  preceding  might  he  made 
from  the  volumes  before  me,  and,  indeed,  for  the  cu- 
riosity of  the  thing,  I shall,  at  some  moment  of  leisure* 
give  a number  of  them  from  these  debates,  to  shew 
that  every  ground  now  taken  against  the  tariff  was 
held  more  thaw  thirty  years  ago!  The  preceding 
may  shew  that  the  discriminatory  duty  on  tonnage 
was  to  “ destroy  the  agriculture  of  the  south."  Mr.  'fuc- 
ker, of  S.  C.  said  that  the  discrimination  would  be  “a 
bounty  to  benefit  the  owners  of  American  ships” — and 
that  30,000  dollars  a year  would  be  paid  by  the  port 
of  Charleston  alone  “to  our  eastern  brethren.”  Page 
110.  Mr.  Bland,  of  Virginia,  said — “Certainly,  you 
levy  a tax  on  the  whole  community  to  put  the  money  in  the 
pockets  of  a few , whenever  you  burthen  the  importation 
with  a heavy  impost,”  Page  39.  Mr.  Jackson , of 
Georgia,  gave  his  testimony,  “that  American  ships 
were  well  adapted  for  smuggling ,”  and  said  that  such 
a host  of  revenue  officers  mustbe  employed,  that  there 
would  be  very  little  left,  after  compensating  their  ser- 
vices, to  supply  the  federal  treasury.  Page  277. 
And  a gentleman  said — “They,  [the  advocates  of  the 
discriminatory  duty  proposed],  call  to  my  mind  a pas- 
sage in  scripture,  where  a king,  by  the  advice  of  in- 
experienced counsellors,  declared  to  his  people, 
whereas  my  father  did  lade  you  with  a heavy  yoke — 
but  I will  add  to  your  burthens.  «.?  steady  pursuit  of 
this  counsel  brought  about  a separation  of  the  kingdom .” 
Thus  we  see  that  nothing  new  has  been  said  in  the 
late  debate,  as  to  the  principle  of  the  protective  sys- 
tem. But  there  is  only  one  point  of  view  in  which  I 
shall  now  consider  it — that  is,  as  to  its  effect  on  agri- 
culture. 

The  people  of  the  middle  and  western  states  are 
anxious  for  the  establishment  of  domestic  manufac- 
tures, that  they  may  have  a home  market  for  their  ag- 
ricultural products;  and  those  of  the  south  and  south, 
west  are  opposed  to  such  establishment,  because  they 
apprehend  it  will  reduce  the  demand  on  the  foreign- 
market,  and  so  injure  their  agriculture.  The  people 
of  Maine,  New  Hampshire  and  Massachusetts,  are 
against  a protective  tariff,  because  it  may  interfere  with 
a.  protected  navigation  ; and  the  small  states  of  Rhode 
Island  and  Connecticut  are  for  it,  for  the  reason  that 
it  will  encourage,  if  it  shall  not  increase,  the  products 
of  their  industry. 

This,  I believe,  is  a fair  representation  of  the  in- 
terests involved  in  th,e  great  question  now  before  the 
senate  of  the  United  States. 

We  are  bound  to  respect  the  motives  of  the  peo- 
ple of  one  section  as  much  as  those  of  another.  They 
are  equal  before  God,  by  the  law,  and  in  the  fitness  of 
things,  according  to  their  numbers.  And  on  all  matters 
which  rest  on  opinion,  it  is  the  first  principle  of  na- 
ture that  a majority  should  govern.  The  following 
table  will  shew  how  the  question  would  stand,  if  to 
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"oe  decided  by  the  free  white  population  of  our  coun- 
try, ichose  primary  interest  is  in  cultivating  the  earth . 


STATES. 

WHITE 

popula. 

VOTE. 

! a 

IVHITE  POPULATION  ! b 

Yl 

1820 

O 

> 

p 

C/J 

O 

• (5-  W -C 

1 Against. 

New  York 

1,343,445 

26 

8 

1,027,341 

316,104  10 

New  Jersey 

257.558 

6 

0 

257,558 

5 

Pennsylvania 

1,008,985 

25 

1 

970,181 

38,804  1 1. 

Delaware 

55,011 

1 

0 

55,011 

n 

Maryland 

260,212 

3 

6 

86,797 

173,415  t 

Virginia 

603, 2S8 

1 

21 

27,422 

575,866 

N.  Carolina 

419,199 

0 

13 

419,199 

S.  Carolina 

205,112 

0 

9 

205,112  o 

Georgia 

189,570 

0 

7 

189,570  F 

Kentucky 

434,826 

12, 

0 

434,826 

h 

Tennessee 

340,159 

2 

7 

75,591 

264,568  1 

Ohio 

576,711 

14 

0 

576,711 

Indiana 

145,758 

3 

0 

145,758 

Illinois 

53,837 

i 

0 

53,837 

r 

Louisiana 

73,867 

0 

3 

73,867  I 

Mississippi 

42,176 

0 

1 

42,176  £ 

Alabama 

83,451 

0 

3 

83,451  1 

Missouri 

56,017 

1 

0 

56,017 

i 

I 

6,149,182 

3,767,050 

2,382,132 

Agricultural  interest  for  the  tariff 
against 


3,'  767,050 
2,382,132 


Absolute  majority  1,484,918 

But  this  does  not  shew  the  real  majority,  as  depend- 
ing on  the  agricultural  question.  The  eight  gentlemen 
from  New  York,  and  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylva- 
nia, who  voted  against  the  bill,  did  not  so  vote  because 
they  apprehended  it  would  be  injurious  to  agriculture; 
THEY  WERE  UNDOUBTEDLY  INFLUENCED  BY  OTHER  AND 

various  considerations.  Now,  if  we  deduct  the  per- 
sons represented  by  them  from  the  aggregate  against 
the  tariff,  the  sum  left  will  be  only  2,037,224,  or  a little 
more  than  one  half  of  the  aggregate  of  the  opposing 


allowed  to  use  any  other  foreign.  Wlu  at  is  now  8s. 
Id.  nearly  two  dollars  per  bushel  in  England,  and  at 


ould  not  be  permitted  to  eat  it.  This  tallies  well 
ith  the  chancellor’s  speech  noticed  in  our  last! 

Mr.  Randolph.  This  gentleman  paid  a visit  to 
altimore  during  the  last  week,  and  is  reported  to 
ive  said,  in  his  own  peculiar  way — “that  the  people 
’the  United  States  were  sold  by  wholesale  every  eight 
jars;  and  by  retail  every  year  of  the  intermediate 
me.”  These  are  “wholesale”  expressions — but  the 
isfortune  is,  there  is  too  much  present  appearance  of 
uth  in  them. 

The  duelling  law.  The  chancellor  of  the  stale 


The  armories.  The  total  amount  paid  at  the  mh- 


he  factories  supplied  26,200  muskets — with  many 
>w  drivers,  wipers,  ball  screws,  vices  and  arm 
chests.  

Naval.  Contracts  made  by  the  commissioners-^- 
For  canvas — No.  1,  40  lbs.  $19  00  per  bolt — diminish- 
ing one  dollar  per  bolt  to  no.  8.  The  weights  were  as 
follows:  No.  2,  37;  no.  3,  35;  no.  4,  32;  no.  5,  30; 
no.  6,  25;  no.  7,  22|;  no.  8,  20. 

For  slop  clothing — blue  cloth  jackets  $4  25;  do. 
trowsers  2 60;  pea  jackets  5 25;  duck  frocks  1 15; 
do.  trowsers  90;  do.  bannians  1 17;  red  cloth  vests 
1 75;  white  flannel  drawers  75;  do.  shirts  140;  yarn 
stockings  50;  black  silk  hdkfs  50;  shoes  not  copper 
fastened  1 15;  hats,  felt,  75;  blankets,  3^  points, 
1 75;  matrasses  4 25. 

The  Greeks.  The  amount  of  subscription  to  the 
Greek  fund,  in  the  United  States,  is  said  to  exceed 
thirty-six  thousand  dollars. 


interest. 

With  this  demonstration  before  them,  can  gentle- 
men say,  that  the  tariff  will  be  injurious  to  the  agri- 
cultural interest  of  the  United  States? 

Balance  of  trade!  Mr.  Rankin,  in  his  speech  on 
the  tariff,  repeats  the  old  story  about  the  export  of  a 
quantity  of  ice,  and  the  import  of  a quantity  of  West 
India  produce,  as  shewing  an  apparent  balance  against 
us — but  has  not  recollected  the  opposite  of  this  “disco- 
very,” which  is — that,  if  a cargo  of  flour,  with  the 
ship  and  her  crew,  is  lost  at  sea,  it  equally  shews  a 
favorable  balance,  though  there  was  an  actual  destruc- 
tion of  property  and  of  life,  whereby  both  capital  and 
labor  were  reduced  in  quantity! 

Grain.  There  is  some  little  prospect,  a small  one 
indeed,  that  the  British  government  “may  cut  the 
cords  that  tie  down  commerce”  and  admit  the 
importation  of  bread  stuffs  for  consumption — not  out 
of  their  respect  for  “free  trade,”  but  to  keep  the  peo- 
ple from  suffering  by  the  lack  of  food!  Wheat  was 
at  68s.  8 d.  per  quarter  at  the  last  accounts — but  it 
Tnust  rise  to  70s.  before  the  people  will  be  permitted 
to  eat  Canadian  wheat,  and  to  80s.  before  they  will  be 


Money.  At  Richmond,  on  the  19th  April,  propo- 
sals were  received  for  a loan  of  $400,000  to  be  ap- 
plied to  the  improvement  of  the  James  River,  &c. 
agreeably  to  the  act  of  the  general  assembly  of  Ya. 
Bids  were  made  by  the  banks  and  individuals,  to  the 
amount  of  $1,300,000.  The  offer  of  the  Farmers’ 
Bank  was  accepted,  viz.  to  advance  $102|  for  a scrip 
of  100  at  6 per  cent;  $100,000  to  be  paid  down,  and 
the  balance  in  quarterly  payments  of  $100,000. 

Piracies  are  pretty  frequent  off  the  coast  of  Porto 
Rico — those  who  commit  them  belong  to  the  island 
and  come  off  in  open  boats,  often  adding  murder  to  pi- 
racy. They  are  sometimes  detected,  and  hung  by  se- 
ven or  eight  at  a time. 

The  law.  Five  hundred  dollars  damages  were  late- 
ly recovered  of  the  proprietors  of  one  of  the  lines  of 
stages  in  New  York,  on  account  of  the  carelessness  of 
the  driver,  by  which  a passenger  was  exceedingly 
injured.  A few  cases  of  this  sort  will  render  the 
proprietors  of  stages  a little  more  cautious  in  select- 
ing their  drivers  than  they  have  been. 

North  West  Coast.  A Russian  sloop  of  war  was 
off'  the  N.  W.  coast  in  March  last,  to  enforce  the  ukase 
©f  the  emperor.  The  settlement  at  Port  Bodega  is 
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Continued,  and  the  Russians  lately  built  two  vessels 

there.  

Dreadful  conflagration  at  New  Castle,  Del.  A 
fire  broke  out  in  the  afternoon  of  Monday  last,  in  Mr. 
Riddle’s  stable,  at  the  lower  extremity  of  Water 
street,  in  New  Castle.  A wind  was  blowing  up  the 
said  street  at  the  time,  and,  in  a little  while,  the  whole 
range  of  buildings  on  that  street,  adjacent  to  the  river, 
were  in  full  blaze,  with  many  on  the  other  side  of  it, 
and  the  progress  of  the  flames  was  only  arrested 
when  they  reached  the  large  brick  dwelling  of  Mr. 
Read.  The  conflagration  was  so  rapid  and  the  heat 
so  great,  caused  in  part  by  the  burning  of  a lumber 
yard,  that  large  quantities  of  goods,  rescued  from  the 
houses,  were  consumed  in  the  street.  The  houses  des- 
troyed, among  which  was  the  large  steam  boat  hotel, 
were  about  20,  besides  out-houses.  Some  estimate 
'the  loss  at  $100,000  and  others  at  a larger  sum;  and  it 
is  said  that  the  whole  of  this  late  beautiful  town 
must  have  been  burnt,  but  for  the  aid  received 
from  the  citizens  of  Wilmington,  -who,  though  five 
miles  distant,  repaired  in  great  force,  to  the  scene  of 
destruction  with  their  engines,  and  were  the  means  of 
stopping  the  conflagration.  It  is  supposed  that  about 
200  persons  have  been  deprived  of  their  homes  by 
this  calamity.  The  population  of  the  town  is  from 
1000  to  1200. 

La  Fayette.  At  the  celebration  of  Washington’s 
birth  day  at  Paris,  (see  foreign  news,  page  135),  gen. 
La  Fayette,  when  a toast  complimentary  to  him  had 
been  drank,  arose  and  said — 

“I  request  you,  gentlemen,  to  accept  my  affection- 
ate thanks  for  these  new  testimonies  of  your  friend- 
ship. While  every  generous  mind,  on  this  side  of  j 
the  Atlantic,  has  applauded  the  late  noble  and  time-  j 


I deny  the  truth  of  these  assertions.  I say  that  gene- 
ral Jackson  did  not  write  such  a letter.  I say^  Mr 
Monroe  did  not  read  such  a letter  to  Mr.  Lowrie  and 
Mr.  Findlay,  or  to  any  body  else.  Is  the  question  met 
now?  If  Mr.  Lowrie  has  any  doubt  on  this  point,  he- 
is  referred  to  the  Washington  Republican,  of  January 
21  and  February  11.  There  he  will  find  that  the  cr- 
caser  is  met,  as  well  as  the  accusation,  and  that  he  is 
denounced  in  the  strongest  terms  which  a gentleman 
can  permit  himself  to  use,  in  speaking  of  a man  of 
whom  he  deigns  to  speak  at  all.* 

“I  admit  that  my  object  was  not  to  meet  what  Mr. 
Lowrie  is  pleased  to  call  the  main  question.  The  po- 
sition of  the  case  required  no  such  movement.  Mr. 
Lowrie  had  said,  what  it  was  incumbent  on  him  to 
prove,  what  he  has  not  proved,  and  what,  I aver,  he 
never  can  prove.  Whenever  he  shall  think  proper  to 
exhibit  his  evidence,  the  question  will,  no-  doubt,  be 
met,  if  such  a measure  be  necessary. 

Mr.  Hay  then  speaks  very  freely  of  the  fact  that 
Mr.  Lowrie  has  received  and  retained  a letter  which 
was  and  is  the  property  of  the  president  of  the  United 
States,  and.  of  his  letter  to  Mr.  Monroe  shewing  how 
it  came  into  his  possession,  and  how  he  had  disposed 
of  it,  as  related  last  week,  and  observes: — 

“Now  what  is  all  this  but  a menace,  or  a base  ap- 
peal to  the  fears  of  the  president  for  himself,  or  for 
general  Jackson;  exposed  to  attack  through  the  letter 
of  the  president?  What,  but  an  invitation  to  enter  into 
a negociation  which  should  ascertain  the  price  to  bo 
paid  for  silence,  the  terms  on  which  the  letter  was  to 
be  surrendered?  It  was  an  infamous  proposal,  and 
was  treated  with  the  scorn  it  merited.” 

Again — 

“Mr.”  Lowrie  himself  has  possession  of  his  [Mr, 
Monroe’s]  letter,  and  will  publish  iter  not,  according 
ly  declaration  of  the  United  States,  it  could  not  but  j to  his  own  direction.  Mr.  Monroe  can  have  no  ob- 
excite  the  pride  of  a heart  glowing  with  all  the  feel-  1 jeciion  to  its  publication : to  its  being  seen  and  read  by 


ings  of  an  old  American  patriot  and  soldier — engaged 
as  I have  been  here  from  the  beginning,  and  as  I now 
am,  in  the  great  contest  between  the  rights  of  mankind 
and  the  pretensions  of  European  despotism  and  aris- 
tocracy. There  are  motives  of  duty  and  honor  that 
must  direct  the  time  when  it  shall  be  my  happy  lot  to 
revisit  the  shores  of  freedom,  but  that  moment  will  be 
the  most  delightful  I can  ever  enjoy.” 

As  at  the  election  subsequently  held,  the  ultras  sue-  fldence 
ceeded  in  defeating  the  general,  it  is  thought  that  he 
will  feel  himself  at  perfect  liberty  to  pay  us  a visit. 

President  Monroe,  gen.  Jackson  and  Mr.  Lowrie. 

As  belonging  to  the  political  history  of  the  times,  I 
gave  in  the  last  Register  what  was  meant  to  be 


the  whole  world.  But  he  certainly  will  not  ask  Mr, 
Lowrie  to  publish  it.  From  Mr.  Lowrie  he  will  aslc 
nothing;  and  surely  he  cannot  make  a request,  which 
will  amount  to  a recognition  of  Mr.  Lowrie’s  right  to 
the  posession,  or  the  use  of  his  letter. 

He  then  speaks  of  the  “Felon  who  stole  the  letter  in 
question,  “being  anxious  to  find  him  out;  andregards 
the  keeping  of  it  as  “a  violation  of  all  honor  and  con- 
adding:  “I  had  no  idea  of  defending  Mr. 
Monroe.  He  wanted  no  defence.  He  has  never 
wanted  any.  Though  I have  seen  him  assailed  on 
every  vside,  by  ignorance,  by  resentment,  by  malice  in 
almost  every  shape,  I have  never  written  a word  in 
defence  of  his  character  or  measures.  I beg  that  I 
may  not  be  understood  as  making  any  defence  for 


brief  statement  of  the  leading  facts  of  this  matter,  j him  now.  My  object  has  been  to  denounce  an  in- 
without  intending  to  express  an  opinion  about  them,  famous  instrusion  into  his  cabinet,  and  to  hold  up  the 
or  bias  the  mind  of  any  man  oneway  or  another.  I al-  offender,  when  discovered,  to  the  scorn  of  this  na- 
most  regret  that  I noticed  the  affair  at  all,  as  it  im-  tion. 

poses  an  obligation  to  continue  the  subject — but,  j “?>Ir.  Lowrie  states  that,  as  to  the  principles  on 
as  it  is  of  considerable  interest  to  some,  and  a mat-  | which  the  letter  is  retained,  it  will  he  “in  season”  to 
ter  of  much  feeling  to  many,  I shall  go  through  with  ! state  them  when  the  surrender  is  requested.  I am. 

sufficiently  to  preserve  the  points  of  the  trans.ac-  very  confident  that  the  surrender  never  will  be  ra- 
tion. j quested.  The  letter  is  the  property  of  Mr.  Monroe. 

In  his  last  publication,  Mr.  Lowrie  named  Mr.  Hay,  I Mr.  Lowrie  is  bound  to  surrender  it  without  an  ap- 
“a  near  relation”  of  the  president,  (his  son-in-law),  j plication,  and  to  state  the  principles  upon  which  he 
as  the  writer  of  a piece  in  the  “National  Intelligen-  has  detained  it  so  long,  or  detained  it  even  for  a mo- 
ver,” in  which  certain  queries  were  put  to  him  [Mr.  me::t.  The  season  for  doing  justice  and  telling  the 
L-]  On  which  Mr.  Hay  appears  in  propria  persona , truth  is  eternal. 

and,  in  a long  article,  meets  the  subject  matter  fully.  “But  enough  of  Mr.  Lowrie.  I ought  not,  perhaps, 


The  following  paragraphs  are  selected  as  being  ade- 
quate to  the  case — 

“The  main  question  is,  “whether  general  Jackson 
did,  or  did  not,  write  a letter  to  the  present  president 
of  the  United  States,  advising  him  to  form  his  admin- 
istration of  two  distinguished  republicans , and  two  dis- 
tinguished federalists .”  Mr.  Lowrie  avers  that  gene- 
ral Jackson  did  write  such  a letter;  and  that  Mr. 
.]f<mroe  did  read  such  a letter  to  him  and  Mf.  Findlay* 


to  have  wasted  a moment  on  a man  so  totally  igno- 
; rant  or  regardless  of  the  rules  of  decorum,  and  the 
principles  of  honor,  as  to  ask  a gentleman,  and  that 
gentleman  the  president  of  the  United  States,  to  betray 
the  confidence  of  his  friend,  by  the  publication  of  his 
letter;  which  letter,  too,  according  to  Mr.  Lowrie’s 

*This  reference  is  made  at  the  request  of  the  author 

of  the  publications 
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Opinion,  was  to  prove  that  the  president  had  not 
told  the  truth;  and  what,  perhaps,  would  be  deemed 
still  more  precious,  that  gen.  Jackson  had  expressed 
opinions  which  might  be  wielded  against  him  in  the 
state  which,  in  utter  defiance  of  the  caucus  and  Mr. 
Lowrie,  had  so  magnanimously  adopted  inhabitants 
of  two  other  states  for  the  two  first  offices  in  the  union. 

“In  this  request,  seriously  addressed  by  Mr.  Lowrie 
to  the  president,  to  commit  an  act  of  baseness  and 
treachery,  by  the  publication  of  a confidential  letter 
. rom  a friend,  and  to  degrade  himself  by  an  acknow- 
ledgment that  his  declaration  to  Mr.  Kremer  was  not 
true,  there  is  a manifestation  of  an  obliquity  of  judg- 
ment and  feeling,  so  horrible,  that  one  is  at  a loss 
whether  to  ascribe  it  to  felly  or  to  depravity:  whether 
to  view  it  with  contempt,  or  unmitigated  abhorrence. 

Mr.  Lowrie  has  thought  proper  to  bring  my  name 
before  the  public.  I shall  not  withdraw  it. 

George  May. 

Washington , April  26,  1824.” 

iC^Mr.  Lowrie  will,  no  doubt,  reply,  and  what  he 
says  shall  be  as  extensively  noticed  in  this  work. 


FOREIGN*  NEWS. 

Bv  arrivals  at  New  York  and  Philadelphia,  from 
England  and  France. 

Great  Britain.  The  house  of  lords  rejected,  95  to 
34,  a call  for  papers  relative  to  South  America. — 
With  the  call  it  was  designed  to  express  a hope,  that 
the  king  would  acknowledge  the  independence  of  the 
new  states. 

Mr.  Canning  announced  that  a treaty  had  been 
signed  between  Great  Britain  and  the  United  States, 
for  arranging  the  right  of  mutual  search  for  the  pur- 
pose of  breaking  up  the  slave  trade.  It  is  understood 
that  it  will  be  declared  to  be  piracy. 

Lord  John  Russell  called  for  all  the  papers  refer- 
ring to  the  evacuation  of  Spain  by  the  French.  In 
the  course  of  his  remarks,  lord  Russell  gave  it  as  his 
opinion,  “that  if,  at  the  congress  of  Verona,  his  ma- 
jesty’s ministers  had  assumed  that  language  that  had  been 
employed  in  the  message  of  the  president  of  the  United 
States,  or  even  had  spoken  in  relation  to  Spain  itself, 
as  they  had  recently  spoken  as  to  the  colonies  of  Spain, 
that  war  would  never  have  taken  place.” 

Some  parts  of  Ireland  are  much  disturbed,  and 
houses  are  robbed  of  arms. 

France.  The  birth  day  of  Washington  was  cele- 
brated at  Paris,  gen.  La  Fayette  was  present  as  usual. 
His  toast  was — “ American  policy-*- and  may  the  plain 
dealing  and  firmness  of  a self-governed  people,  secure 
the  younger  nations  of  the  American  continent  against 
the  two-fold  danger  of  hostile  aggression  and  equivocal 
friendship. 

The  following  are  some  of  the  other  volunteer  toasts 
<lrank  on  the  occasion: 

By  D.  Sheldon,  esq.  The  new  world — it  is  old  enough 
to  take  care  of  itself. 

By  Mr.  Amber,  of  Virginia.  The  memory  of  Patrick 
Henry,  the  forest-born  Demosthenes — the  first  in  open 
senate  boldly  to  exclaim,  “give  me  liberty,  or  give  me 
death.” 

By  Mr.  Bruen,  of  New  York.  The  American  oak — 
its  root  in  the  rocky  mountains,  and  its  arms  at  either 
ocean. 

By  lieut.  Richards,  of  N.  Y.  Bolivar — May  he 
prove  a Washington  to  South  America. 

By  Dr.  J.  R.  Paul,  of  Philadelphia.  Old  hickory  and 
live  oak — Our  country’s  bulwarks. 

By  A.  Mazyck,  of  South  Carolina.  The  voice  in  the 
wilderness — crying,  thus  far  shalt  thou  go,  and  no  far- 
ther. 

By  Mr.  Goodrich,  of  Connecticut.  The  bayonet 

The  quintescence  of  liberty,  according  to  the  standard 

political  dictionary  of  George-*—  Louis — Francis 

Alexander. 


By  Dr.  A.  Jones,  of  Philadelphia,  lie  three  Ame * 
rican  Graces— Virtue,  liberty  and  independence. 

The  ministry  has  carried  all  before  then:  at  the  late 
elections.  The  chamber  of  deputies  is  composed  of 
434  members,  of  these  only  17  are  in  opposition. 
Last  year  they  amounted  to  100. 

It  is  again  intimated  that  France  is  about  to  ae* 
knowledge  the  independence  of  Ilavti. 

Opening  of  the  session.  On  the  23rd  of  March,  the 
king  personally  opened  the  session  of  1824  from  the 
throne,  with  great  pomp  and  ceremony,  and  deliver- 
ed the  following  speech: 

“ Gentlemen:  1 am  happy  in  having  it  in  my  power 
to  unite  in  your  felicitations  for  the  benefits  which  Di- 
vine Providence  has  showered  on  my  people,  on  my 
armies,  and  on  my  family,  since  the  last  session. 

“The  most  generous  as  well  as  the  most  just  of 
enterprizes,  has  been  crowned  with  complete  suc- 
cess.” 

“France,  tranquil  at  home,  has  no  longer  any  thing 
to  fear  from  the  state  of  the  peninsula;  Spain  re- 
stored to  her  king,  is  reconciled  to  the  rest  of  Eu- 
rope.” 

“This  triumph,  which  presents  to  social  order 
such  sure  guarantees,  is  due  to  the  discipline  and  bra- 
very of  a French  army  led  by  my  son  with  as  much 
wisdom  as  valor. 

“A  portion  of  this  army,  is  already  returned  to 
France;  the  remainder  will  only  remain  in  Spain  for 
the  period  necessary  to  insure  the  internal  peace  cf 
that  country. 

“It  is  to  you,  gentlemen,  it  is  to  your  patriotism, 
that  I desire  to  owe  the  establishment  of  a system  so 
highly  satisfact  ory. 

“Ten  years  of  experience  have  taught  the  French 
only  to  expect  true  liberty  from  the  institutions  I have 
laid  down  in  the  charte.  This  same  experience  has 
likewise  led  me  to  discover  the  inconveniences  of  a 
regulating  system  which  ought  to  be  modified  in  order 
to  consolidate  my  work. 

“Repose  and  stability  are,  after  long  concussions, 
what  France  needs  the  most.  The  actual  mode  of  re- 
newing the  chambre,  does  not  attain  this  end.  A pro- 
ject of  a law  will  be  presented  to  you  for  the  purpose 
of  substituting  in  its  lieu  the  septennial  renewal. 

“The  short  duration  of  the  war,  the  prosperous 
state  of  the  public  credit,  afford  me  the  satisfaction  of 
announcing  to  you  that  no  new  tax,  or  new  loan,  will 
be  called  for,  to  cover  the  expenses  of  last  year. 

“The  resources  appropriated  to  the  current  ex- 
penses will  be  sufficient:  therefore  you  will  find  no 
difficulties  in  the  anterior  expenses  tending  to  impede 
the  carrying  on  the  service  of  the  year,  the  budget  of 
which  will  be  submitted  to  you. 

“The  union  which  exists  between  my  allies  and  me, 
my  amicable  relations  with  all  other  states,  guarantee 
along  enjoyment  of  the  general  peace.  The  interest 
and  the  wishes  of  the  powers  are  unanimous  in  the 
preventing  of  whatever  might  disturb  it. 

“I  cherish  the  hope  that  the  affairs  of  the  east  and 
those  of  the  Spanish  and  Portuguese  Americas,  will 
be  regulated  for  the  best  advantage  of  the  states  and 
people  interested  therein,  and  for  the  greater  exten 
sion  of  the  commercial  relations  of  the  world. 

“Already  numerous  markets  are  constantly  open  for 
the  produce  of  our  agriculture  and  industry.  Com- 
petent maratime  forces  occupy  stations  the  best 
adapted  to  protect  our  commerce  efficaciously. 

“Measures  have  been  taken  to  insure  the  reim- 
bursement of  the  capital  of  the  rentes,  created  by  the 
state  in  less  favorable  times,  or  to  obtain  their  trans- 
mutation, (conversion,)  by  regulations,  the  interest 
of  which  may  be  more  consonant  to  that  of  other  trans- 
actions. 

“This  operation,  which  must  have  a happy  influ- 
ence on  agriculture  and  commerce,  will  tolerate 
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when  accomplished,  a reduction  of  taxes,  and  tend  to 
heal  the  last  wounds  of  the  revolution. 

“I  have  made  known  to  you  my  intentions  and  my 
hopes;  it  is  in  the  melioration  of  our  internal  condi- 
tion, that  T shall  always  seek  for  the  strength  of  the 
state  and  the  glory  of  my  reign. 

“Your  concurrence  is  necessary  to  me,  gentlemen, 
and  I reckon  on  it.  God  has  visibly  seconded  our  ef- 
forts; you  may  inscribe  your  names  in  the  annals  of 
an  epoch,  at  once  happy  and  memorable  for  France: 
do  not  refuse  me  this  honor.” 

The  speech  finished,  cries  of  vine  le  roi  resounded 
■ anetv. 

Colombia.  Two  Colombian  corvettes  have  lately 
appeared  off  the  coast  of  Cuba,  and,  on  the  6thinst. 
they  captured  the  Spanish  sloop  of  war  Ceres,  of  28 
guns,  near  Matanzas,  after  a battle  of  one  hour’s  du- 
ration. The  captain  and  between  30  and  40  men  were  ( 
lulled  and  wounded  on  board  the  Ceres.  They  had  , 
also  captured  three  heavy  ships  and  eight  drogers, 1 
and  disappeared  with  their  fleet  soon  after  the  ac-  I 
tion.  A frigate,  sloop  of  war,  with  a brig  and  a t 
schooner  had  sailed  from  Havana  in  pursuit  of  them. 
The  battle  was  fought  so  near  the  shore  that  some  j 
of  the  crew  of  the  Ceres  jumped  overboard  and 
swam  to  the  land;  these  were  arrested  and  confined  j 
for  deserting  the  ship.  The  successful  Colombian  j 
vessels  were  supposed  to  be  the  Bolivar  and  Boyaca.  j 

A French  man  of  war  brig  lately  arrived  at  Laguira,  I 
with  despatches  from  the  commandant  general  at 
Martinico,  sent  by  order  of  the  king,  to  assure  the  j 
government  of  his  perfect  friendship  for  Colom- 
bia, &c. 

Havana  papers  of  April  8,  say  that  the  patriot 
schooner  of  war  La  Juanita,  taken  by  the  Spanish  . 
man  of  war  schooner  Condor,  had  just  been  sent  into  ^ 
that  port.  She  was  captured  off  Point  Maternillos  on  ; 
the  5th  inst.  having  lost  during  the  action  20  men  kil-  j 
led,  among  them  her  captain,  Pene,  and  his  second  in  j 
command.  The  loss  cf  the  Spaniards  consisted  of  5 1 
hilled  and  7 or  8 wounded. 

The  .Algerines  are  committing  great  ravages  on  the  ' 
coast  of  Spain.  They  make  descents  on  the  land  and  ( 
carry  off  men,  women  and  children.  They  took  47 
persons  at  one  time,  from  near  Valencia..  The  Bri- 
tish admiral  at  Malta  had  ordered  that  no  vessels 
should  sail  without  convoy. 

G 'recce.  Carysto  has  surrendered  to  Ulysses.  Pa- 
tras was  soon  expected  to  fall  into  the  hands  cf  the 
Greeks.  Lord  Byron  has  given  much  confidence  to 
the  patriots — he  has  adopted  the  Greek  dress,  and 
inarched  with  a corps  against  Lepanto.  He  is  a mem- 
ber of  the  council.  The  Greeks  have  made  themselves 
masters  of  Clazmenez — they  have  captured  the  great ' 
caravan  of  Angora,  at  the  moment  of  its  reaching  the  j 
gates  of  Smyrna.  j 

It  is  said  that  the  Turks  were  collecting  another 
army,  80,000  strong,  to  march  against  the  Greeks. 

Turkey.  The  reports  respecting  the  war  with  Per- 
sia are  contradictory.  It  is  said  that  peace  has  been 
made  between  the  parties,  after  the  Turks  were  se- 
veral times  severely  defeated.  The  Persians  wrere  in 
possession  of  Bagdad. 

Jlfrica.  A French  vessel,  engaged  in  the  slave 
trade,  lately  blew  up  near  Cape  Mount,  and  her  crew 
of  28  men,  with  10  slave  dealers  onboard,  all  perished 
save  one,  to  tell  the  story. 

Prussia  appears  much  disturbed.  It  is  said  that 
500  persons  are  confined  in  secret. 

Spain.  It  is  now  stated  that  the  king  has  refused 
to  grant  an  amnesty.  The  country  is  in  a miserable 
condition. 

Lieutenant  general  the  marquis  de  Casteldorios,  a 
grandee  of  Spain,  has  been  arrested  and  imprisoned 
by  order  of  the  king.  His  offence  was  appearing  at 
court  in  a national  uniform,  contrary  to  the  order  of 
the  king.  He  replied  to  the  king  that  the  suit  he  had 


on,  done  him  more  honor  than  any  other,  and  begaix 
to  hum  the  air  Tragala  Pero — dog  swallow  it. 

Portugal.  Lisbon  was  in  great  commotion  in  con- 
sequence of  the  murder  of  the  marquis  Lorrejo,  the 
minister,  as  was  supposed  by  the  hands  of  prince 
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SENATE. 

Jipril  22.  The  senate  resumed  the  unfinished  busi- 
ness of  yesterday,  being  the  consideration,  in  com- 
mittee of  the  whole,  of  the  bill  from  the  house  of  re- 
presentatives, “to  procure  the  necessary  surveys  for 
roads  and  canals,”  together  with  a new  bill,  proposed 
by  Mr.  Benton,  as  a substitute  for  that  bill.  Mr.  Bar- 
bour was  called  to  the  chair. 

The  question  on  stnking  out  the  original  bill  -was 
put  and  decided  in  the  negative,  by  the  casting  vote  of 
the  chair.  The  yeas  and  nays  were  as  follows: 

YEAS— Messrs  Barbour.  Bell.  Benton,  Branch,  Chandler, Clay- 
ton, D’  Wolf;  Edwards, Elliott.  Gsillard,  Holmes,  of  Me.  H.  John- 
son, of  La-  J.  S.  Johnston,  of  La.  King;,  of  N.  Y Knight,  Macou, 
Mills,  Taylor,  of  Va.  Thomas.  Va  i Buren,  Williams—  21. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Barton.  Brown,  Dickerson,  Eaton,  Findlay, 
Hayne.  Holmes,  of  Miss.  Jackson,  Johnson  of  Ken.  King,  of  Ala. 
Lloyd,  of  Md.  Lowrie,  Mellvaine, Nobit, Palmer,  Ruggi  s Smith, 
Talbot,  Taylor  of  Ind-  Van  Dyke,  Ware— 21. 

So  the  senate  refused  to  strike  out  the  original  bill. 

.Arpil  23.  After  some  minor  business — 

The  senate  then  resumed  the  unfinished  business 
of  yesterday,  being  the  bill  from  the  other  house  “to 
provide  for  the  necessary  surveys  for  roads  and  ca- 
nals;” Mr.  Barbour  in  the  chair. 

Mr  Talbot  rose,  in  explanation  of  some  remarks 
he  had  heretofore  made  on  this  subject.  He  conceiv- 
ed that  no  gentleman,  by  voting  for  this  bill,  would 
thereby  pledge  himself  to  support  a general  system  of 
internal  improvements,  when  the  same  should  be 
brought  forward. 

Mr.  Smith  thought  that  the  passage  of  this  bill 
might,  hereafter,  be  taken  as  a recognition  of  the 
power  of  congress  to  construct  roads  and  canals — he 
feared  that  it  might  be  considered  as  the  entering 
wedge,  to  the  great  system  of  improvements,  the  pow- 
er to  adopt  which,  he,  for  one,  -was  not  disposed  to 
admit — he,  therefore,  proposed  to  amend  the  bill,  by 
attaching  to  it  a proviso,  “that  nothing  herein  con- 
tained shall  be  taken  to  affirm,  or  admit,  the  powder 
of  congress,  on  their  own  authority,  to  make  roads 
and  canals,  in  any  state  of  the  union.” 

Mr.  Ruggles  made  some  remarks  in  favor  of  the 
principles  of  the  bill,  and  of  pursuing  such  measures 
as  would  tend  to  produce  a more  intimate  connexion 
between  the  Atlantic  states  and  the  valley  of  the  Mis- 
sissippi, which  must  hereafter*contain  a population 
bearing  a great  proportion  to  that  of  the  whole  coun- 
try. The  interest  of  both  these  sections  of  our  coun- 
try, he  argued,  would  be  greatly  promoted  by  such  a 
measure. 

The  debate  was  continued — several  amendments 
proposed  and  negatived  by  yeas  and  nays,  and  a post- 
ponement moved  for  and  rejected,  &c. 

Mr.  Lloyd,  of  Massachusetts,  stated  the  grounds 
upon  which  he  should  vote  for  the  bill — he  did  not 
consider  it  as  involving  the  question  upon  the  con- 
stitutional right  of  congress  to  make  public  im- 
provements— but  merely  as  a means  of  obtaining  in- 
formation, which  might  be  of  great  importance  to  the 
government. 

Mr.  J\Iaeon  explained  the  reasons  why  he  should 
vote  against  the  bill.  He  could  not  believe  that  this 
bill  wTas  clear  from  the  constitutional  objection, 
which  he  thought  very  forcible  and  unanswerable ; and 
he  proceeded  to  advance  other  considerations  against 
the  bill. 

Mr.  Holmes,  of  Maine,  then  proposed  to  amend  the 
bill,  by  inserting  a clause  as  follows:  u Provided,  and 
the  faith  of  the  United  Stases  is  hereby  pledged,  that 
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no  money  shall  be  expended  for  roads  or  canals,  ex- 
cept it  be  among  the  several  states,  and  in  the  same 
proportion  as  direct  taxes  are  laid  and  assessed,  un- 
der the  provisions  of  the  constitution.” 

After  discussion,  Mr.  Holmes'  amendment  was  re- 
jected— yeas  19,  nays  27.  Mr.  Chandler  also  propos- 
ed an  amendment  that  the  senate  would  not  agree  to. 
At  last— 

The  bill  was  reported  to  the  senate,  without  amend- 
ment. On  ordering  it  to  a third  reading,  the  yeas  and 
nays  were  as  follows: 

YEAS— Mass's  Barton,  Benton,  Brown,  Dickerson,  Eaton, 
Fie.uia},  Hayne,  Hoimes,  ol  Mississippi,  Jackson.  Johnson,  of  Ken. 
.Ini  of  La.  I.  S Johnston. ot  I.oii.  Kelly.  Lai  man,  Lloyd,  of 

M.i.  Lloyd,  ot  Mass.  Lowr-  . Mellvaine,  Noble.  Ruggles,  Smith, 
Tal  ' t Baylor,  ol‘ In  >a.r.i.  Thomas.  Williams—  25. 

NAYS-M-ssrs.  Barbour  Beil.  Branch.  Chandler,  Clayton, 
D’M  ah,  Edwards,  Elliott.  Gail  Ian*.  Holmes,  of  Me.  King,  of  Alab. 
Kiior.  <d  N.  Y.  Knight.  Macon,  Mills  Palmer,  Seymour,  Taylor, of 
Virti'-u;  .Van  Buren,  Vmi  Dyke.  Ware— 21. 

So  the  bill  was  ordered  to  a third  reading.  Adjourn- 
ed. 

April  24.  Mr.  Dickerson , from  the  committee  on 
commerce  and  manufactures,  to  whom  was  referred 
the  bill  from  the  house  of  representatives,  “to  amend 
the  several  acts  for  imposing  duties  on  imports,”  re- 
ported the  same,  with  amendments. 

The  amendments  were  read,  and  ordered  to  be 
printed  for  the  use  of  the  senate. 

Mr.  Dickerson  also,  reported,  from  the  same  com- 
mittee, a comparative  statement  of  the  duties  on  im- 
ports, as  now  existing,  and  of  the  duties  proposed  to 
he  levied  by  the  hill  now  before  the  senate.  This 
statement  was  ordered  to  be  printed. 

The  bill  from  the  other  house,  “to  procure  the  ne- 
cessary surveys  for  roads  and  canals,”  was  read  the 
third  time.  The  question  on  its  final  passage  was  de- 
cided by  yeas  and  nays*  as  follows: 


posed  by  Mr.  Johnson , of  Ky.  was  taken  up  for  consi- 
deration, in  committee  of  the  whole,  Mr.  Gaillard  in 
the  chair.  This  hill  provides  that  two  sessions  of  the 
supreme  court  shall  be  held  at  Washington,  annually 
— that  the  judges  of  the  supreme  court  shall  be  re- 
lieved from  the  duty  of  holding  the  circuit  courts — 
that  the  United  States  shall  be  divided  into  ten  dis- 
tricts, in  each  of  which,  courts  shall  he  holden  by  dis- 
trict judges,  with  the  same  powers  and  duties  as  are 
now  exercised  and  performed  by  the  circuit  courts. 

Mr.  Johnson's  amendment  is  an  entire  new  bill;  and 
provides,  that  there  shall  be  three  additional  circuit 
courts;  that  the  supreme  court  shall  consist  of  a chief 
justice  and  Bine  associate  justices;  and  that  the  con- 
current opinion  of  seven  judges  of  the  supreme  court, 
(each  judge  to  deliver  his  opinion  separately),  shall 
be  required,  to  invalidate  any  law  of  any  of  the 
states.  The  amendment  was  Somewhat  modified,  on 
motion  of  Mr..  Talbot. 

Mr.  Johnson , of  Kentucky,  s+ated  the  objects  of  his 
amendment.  His  plan  was  to  extend  the  circuit  sys- 
tem to  all  the  western  states,  upon  the  same  princi- 
ples that  it  rests  upon  in  other  states.  He  spoke 
against  the  bill  reported  by  the  committee,  as  doing 
away  the  intimate  and  highly  important,  connection 
between  the  supreme  court  and  the  several  district 
courts. 

Mr.  Van  Buren  opposed  the  amendment,  and  stated 
the  views  of  the  committee,  in  reporting  the  bill  He 
explained  the  difference  between  the  present  system, 
and  that  proposed  by  the  hill;  and  adverted  to  the 
absolute  necessity,  ere  long,  of  some  change  in  the  ju- 
diciary system.  He  recapitulated  the  number  of 
causes  which  had  come  before  the  supreme  court, 
and  been  put  off  for  want  of  time;  and  remarked  that 


. the  proper  administration  of  justice  called  loudly  for 

YE  AS—  M ssrs.  Banuii,  Button  Brown,  Dickerson,  Eaton.  Find  , TT  ■,  , . x ,,  . r, 

lay  Hay.il  , Holmfs  . iM.ss,  Jwkson,  Johnson.  Of  Keu.H.  John,  some  change.  He  also  explained  the  propriety  of 

son.  Lon.  J.  s.  Johnston  of  Lou.  igiij  . Lloyd,  of  Md.  Lloyd,  of  j some  amendment,  in  regard  to  the  circuit  courts. 
Mass.  Lowri",  Mellvaine,  Noble. Ruggles,  Smith,  Talbot,  Taylor,  j After  several  gentlemen  had  spoken  on  the  subject 

^NAiYS—  Messrs^ Barbourf " Bell,  Branch,  chandler,  Clayton,  j the  bill  and  the  amendment  were  ordered  to  lie  on 
D’Wnit.  Edwards,  Elliot.  Gaillard,  Holmes,  of  Maine,  King,  of  j the  table. 

Ala.  Knight,  Macon,  Mills,  Palmer,  Seymour,  Taylor,  of  Va.  Van  The  bill  “to  repeal,  in  part,  an  act  t.o  authorize  the 
1>}Sothe  b:ll  passed  I territoriv  ol?  Alabama  to  form  a constitution  and  es- 

Mr.  Van  Dyke',  from,  the  select  committee  on  roads  I tab'ish  » state  government,--  was  read  the  third  time 
and  canals,  to  whom  was  referred  the  memorial  of  the  ' Passed.  But  its  title  was  a.tered  so  as  to  really 
president  and  directors  of  the  Delaware  canal  com-  An  act  to  grant  the  assentof  congress  to  an  act  of  tue 
pany,  requesting  the  aid  of  the  government  in  their  j legislature  of  the  state  of  Alabama.” 
undertaking,  submitted  a report  on  that  subject;  ac-  1 April  27.  The  bill  “to  amend  the  several  acts  for 
oompanied  by  a hill  “authorizing  the  subscription  to  ‘ imposing  duties  on  imports,”  was  taken  up  for  con- 
the  stock  of  the  Delaware  canal  company.”  The  j sideration,  and  postponed  to,  and  made  the  order  of 
hill  was  read,  and  passed  to  a second  reading;  and  j the  day,  for  to-morrow. 

the  report  was  ordered  to  he  printed.  I The  bill  from  the  other  house  making  appropria- 

te bill  which  originated  in  the  senate,  “to  provide  jtions  for  fortifications  for  the  year  1824,  was  taken 
for  the  settlement  of  certain  pecuniary  claims  against  J up.  Considerable  debate  was  had  on  different  items 
the  United  States,”  was  read  the  third  time.  Messrs,  j — at  last,  it  was  reported  without  amendment,  and,  by 
Taylor , of  Virginia,  and  Barbour  advocated  the  pas- I generaUconsent,  read  a third  time  and  passed. 


=age  of  this  hill,  and  Messrs.  H.  Johnson , of  Lou. 
Ruggles , Lanman  and  Talbot,  opposed  it.  The  question, 
“shall  the  bill  pass?”  was  then  put,  and  decided  in  the 
negative,  by  yeas  and  nays  as  follows: 

YEAS— M-  ssrs.  Barbour,  Barton,  Branch,  Brown,  Hayne, 
Holmes,  of  Me.  Holmes,  of  Miss.  Jackson,  Johnson,  of  Ken.  Kelly, 
King,  of  Alab.  Lloyd,  of  Md.  Lloyd,  of  Mass.  Mellvaine,  Macon, 
Smith,  Taylor, of  Ind.  Taylor  of  Virginia,  Van  Dyke— 19. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Bell,  Benton,  Chandler,  Clayton,  D’VVoif, 
Dickerson,  Eaton,  Edwards  Elliott,  Findlay,  Gaillard,  H.  John- 
son. ot  Lou.  J.  S.  Johnston,  of  Lou.  Knight,  Lanman,  Lowrie, 
Mills,  Noble,  Painter,  Ruggles,  Seymuur, Talbot,  Thomas  Wan, 
Williams— 25. 

So  the  hill  was  lost. 

Much  other  business  was  attended  to— but  not  ne- 
cessary to  he  noticed  just  now. 

April  26.  Nineteen  hills  from  the  house  of  repre- 
sentatives were  twice  read,  and  referred  to  appropri- 
ate committees. 

The  bill  reported  by  the  committee  on  the  judicia- 
ry, “further  to  amend  the  judiciary  system  of  the 
United  States,  and  to  provide  for  the  holding  of  the 


April  28.  Mr.  Benton  introduced  a bill  to  dispose 
of  the  refuse  lands  belonging  to  the  United  States.  It 
was  ordered  to  be  printed.  [We  shall  insert  it,  with 
Mr  F’s  remarks  in  cur  next.] 

The  senate  proceeded  to  consider,  in  committee  of 
the  wi'otc  thehill  from  the  house  of  representatives, 
to  amend  the  several  acts  for  imposing  duties  on  im- 
ports,” together  with  the  amendments  proposed  there- 
to. hv  ihe  committee  on  commerce  and  manufactures 
of  the  senate. 

The  amendments,  all  unimportant,  were  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Mills  then  moved  to  amend  the  bill,  by  slril  ing 
out  the  following  clause:  “On  iron,  in  bars  or  belts, 
not  manufactured,  in  whole  or  in  part,  by  rolling, 
ninety  cents  per  hundred  and  twelve  pounds  weight.” 

Messrs.  Mills , Lloyd,  of  Mass,  and  Holmes , of  Maine, 
supported  and  Messrs.  Dickerson  and  D'Wolf  opposed 
the  pri  position.  The  debate  was  interesting  and 
shall  be  noticed— 

The  question  on  Mr.  Mills'  motion  was  put  and  de- 


ircuit  courts/’  together  with  the  amendment  pro-’cided  in  the  affirmative,  by  yeas  and  nays,  as  follow? 


Id3 
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^^u^”i^‘^rs'uBfrhQurV^ia,’ch%rC!8ytonV?.1ward.s-  ®,,iolt»  committee,  and,  in  consequence,  a letter  wasad- 
GaillarH.  Hayne,  Holmes,  of  Maine.  Holmes,  of  Miss-  H.  Johnson,  i , v-  , , a-*  t i ’ , . .. 

of  Lou.  J.  s.  Johnston,  of  Lou. Kelly  Kmg. of  Alah.  King, oi  n.  y.  ures^ed  to  Lim  to  tnat  ctteot,  by  tue  secretary  ot 
Lloyd,  of  Md.  Lloyd,  of  Mass.  Macon.  Mills,  Parrott,  Smith,  Tay*  State.  JAMES  MONROE, 

lor.  of  Virginia,  Van  Dyke,  Ware,  Williams— 24. 


N YS.— Messrs.  Barton,  Bell,  Benton,  Brown,  Chandler,  D’ Wolf, 
Dickerson,  Eaton,  Findlay.  Jackson,  Johnson,  of  Keniuck}’,  K>  ight, 
Lanroan,  Lowrie.  Mcllvaiue,  Nohle,  Palmer,  Ruggks,  Seymour, 
Talbot,  Taylor,  of  Ind.  Thomas,  Van  Buren — 23. 

[Vote  by  states 

Divided — Maine,  New-Hamp.  Connecticut,  N.  York. 

For — Rhode  Island,  Vermont,  New-Jersey,  Penn- 
sylvania, Kentucky,  Tennessee,  Ohio,  Indiana  and 
Missouri.  There  is  a vacancy  from  Illinois — the  se- 
nator present  was  for  the  bill. 

Against — Massachusetts,  Delaware,  Maryland,  Vir- 
ginia, North  Carolina,  South  Carolina,  Georgia,  Loui- 
siana, Mississippi  Alabama.] 


Apiil  23, 1S24. 

Saturday,  April  24.  Mr.  Taylor  from  the  joint  com- 
mittee appointed  to  report  what  business  required  the 
attention  of  congress  during  the  present  session,  and 
at  what  time  congress  shall  adjourn,  made  a report 
in  part,  with  respect  to  the  business  to  be  taken  up, 
which  is  divided  into  classes,  and  reported  the  fol- 
lowing resolution : 

_ Resolved,  That  all  the  legislative  business  before  the  senate,  the 
bills  before  thp  house  of  representatives,  mentioned  in  the  schedule 
No  1.2,  3,  4.  and  so  many  of  those  mentioned  in  sehedulr  No.  5, 
as  time  shall  permit,  be  acted  upon  at  the  present  session;  that  pre- 
cedence be  given  to  privat e claims, examined  and  sanctioned  by  the 
committees  to  which  they  \v\re  respectively  re'err-d,  -and  to  bills  of- 


So  the  duty  on  iron  was  stricken  out  from  the  bill.  a pu.blicnat“r^  whiFh  k ^believed  will  not  require  protract  d dis- 

J - mission:  and  that  ihnsf*  winch  arp  Pill  iraPHi  »n  ec  i^r  u...  Vrv  5 


The  senate  then  adjourned  till  to-morrov. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

Thursday , April  22.  Mr.  Alexander , of  Virginia, 
submitted  the  following,  which  lies  oue  day: 

* Resolved , That  the  president  be  requested  to  causi  to  be  laid 
before  this  bouse  the  proceedings  of  a court  martial  lately  held  at 
Norfolk,  for  the  trial  of  lieu  tenant  Beverly  Kennon.  of  the  United 
htate’s  navy. 

Friday,  Apnl  23.  A good  deal  of  ‘-'morning  busi- 
ness” was  attended  to. 

Mr.  Hayward  offered  the  following: 

Resolved.  That  the  committee  on  the  public  buildings  be  instruct- 
ed to  enquire  into  the  expediency  of  purchasing  three  of  C-apel- 
Jano’s  marble  busts  of  Washington,  to  be  plac.-d  in  the  public 
buildings,  under  the  direction  of  said  committee. 

The  resolution  was  adopted — ayes  69,  noes  43. 

A bill  for  the  relief  of  Penelope  Dennie  caused 
touch  discussion.  It  was  proposed  to  provide  for 
her  from  the  naval  pension  fund  instead  of  the  trea- 
sury. It  was  moved  that  the  enacting  clause  should 
be  stricken  out,  and  a discussion  followed. 

In  the  debate,  the  merits  of  Dennie  were  not  disput- 
ed, nor  the  wants  of  his  mother,  hut  it  was  objected  to 
the  hill  that  introduced  a new  principle  in  the  pen- 
sion laws  of  the  United  States,  by  providing  for  pa- 
rents; the  present  laws  only  making  provision  for 
widows  and  children;  and  it  was  further  argued,  that, 
if  given  at  all,  the  pension  should  come  out  of  the 
treasury  of  the  United  States,  and  not  out  of  the  na- 
vy pension  fund.  That  fund,  consisting  of  contribu- 
tions of  prize  money,  was,  at  its  creation,  pledged  to 
a class  of  persons  to  which  cases  of  this  kind  did  not 
belong,  and  it  would  be  a breach  of  public  faith  to 
touch  it.  When 

The  question  was  taken  on  striking  out  the  enacting 
clause,  and  decided  in  the  uegative — ayes  58,  noes  63. 

But — after  the  bill  was  reported  to  the  house,  leave 
to  give  it  a third  reading  was  refused,  93  to  62 — and 
so  it  was  rejected. 

The  following  message  from  the  president  of  the 
United  States,  by  Mr.  Everett,  his  private  secretary, 
was  received,  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table: 

To  the  house  of  representatives: 

In  conformity  with  a resolution  of  the  house  of  re- 


cnssion;  and  that  those  which  are  embraced  in  schedule  No.  5, 
J which  shall  not  be  decided  upon  before  the  rising  of  congress  be 
preferred  in  the  orders  of  the  day,  at  the  commencement  of  the 
next  session  of  congress. 

| Mr.  Taylor  explained  the  arrangement  which  the 
I committee  had  made,  and  the  resolution  was  adopted. 

J Mr.  Taylor,  from  the  same  committee,  reported  the 
I following  resolution: 

! Resolved , That  after  this  day,  until  otherwise  ordered,  the 
house  will  daily  tak^  a recess,  from  two'o’elock  until  four  o’clock 
in  thr  afternoon 

After  a number  of  gentlemen  had  made  their  re- 
marks on  the  subject,  and  the  rejection  of  a motion 
to  lay  the  resolution  on  the  table — ayes  52,  noes  91. 
ic  was  adopted,  and  the  arrangements  of  the  orders  of' 
the  day  ordered  to  be  printed. 

An  engrossed  bill  to  “allow  bounties  to  persons  en- 
gaged in  the  cod  fishery,  in  certain  cases,”  was  read 
a third  time,  passed,  and  sent  to  the  senate. 

The  rest  of  the  day  was  spent  in  the  consideration  cf 
local  or  private  matters,  and  a great  deal  of  business 
was  done. 

J\Ionday,  Hpril  26.  Among  the  memorials  presented 
this  morning,  was  one  signed  by  about  five  hundred 
citizens  of  the  county  of  Alexandria,  in  the  district, 
praying  for  a retrocession  thereof  to  the  state  of 
Virginia:  which  was  referred  to  the  committee  on  the 
district  of  Columbia. 

A number  of  reports,  from  different  committees, 
were  made,  resolutions  offered,  and  many  private 
bills  considered  or  disposed  of.  That  for  the  relief 
of  the  representatives  of  the  late  John  H.  Piatt  caused 
much  debate.  But  it  was  passed,  “with  a single  dis- 
senting voice.” 

The  house  had  a recess  till  4 o’clock — and  then 
took  up  and  acted  upon  several  private  claims. 

Tuesday,  April  27.  The  rule  adopted  on  Saturday 
last,  for  holding  a daily  recess  from  2 to  4 o’clock  was 
rescinded  after  debate.  Yeas  100,  nays  69. 

Many  private  bills  and  local  matters  were  disposed 
of.  Indeed,  the  whole  day  was  busily,  and  we  must 
needs  thinks  profitably,  appropriated  to  such  subjects. 
The  number  acted  upon  was  about  thirty. 

IClpBoth  houses  agreed  to  the  report  of  the  com 
mittee  of  conference  on  the  disagreeing  votes  on  the 
navy  appropriation  bill.  It  was  a compromise  on  the 
amount  allowed  for  the  contingent  expenses. 

Wednesday,  April  23.  Mr.  Cushman , from  the  com- 
mittee on  the  public  buildings,  made  the  following  re- 


presentatives of  yesterday,  I have  received  a copy  of  port  : 

the  proceedings  o'f  the  committee,  to  whom  was  refer- j “The  committee  on  the  public  buildings,  to  whom 


red  a communication  from  Ninian  Edwards,  lately  was  referred  the  resolution,  instructing  them  to  in- 
appointed  minister  plenipotentiary  to  Mexico,  in  quire  into  the  expediency  of  purchasing  three  of  Ca- 
which  it  was  decided,  that  his  attendance  in  this  city,  I piliano’s  marble  busts  of  Washington,  having  had  the 
for  the  purpose  of  being  examined  by  the  committee,  j subject  under  consideration,  report — 
on  matters  contained  in  the  said  communication,  was  | That,  however  laudable  it  may  be,  in  the  govern' 
requisite.  As  soon  as  I was  apprised  that  such  a j tnent,  to  cherish  a disposition  friendly  to  the  fine  arts. 


• communication  had  been  made  to  the  house,  antici 
pating  that  the  attendance  of  Mr.  Edwards  might  he 
desired,  for  the  purpose  stated,  I thought  it  proper 
that  he  should  be  informed  thereof,  and  instructed 
.ot  to  proceed  on  his  mission,  but  to  await  such  call 
might  be  made  on  him-  either  by  the  house,  or  its 


and  to  patronize  ingenious  artizans,  or  politic  to 
adorn  our  public  halls  or  libraries  with  the  likenesses 
of  departed  sages  or  heroes,  t is  inexpedient  to  pur- 
chase these  busts,  at  this  ti  e under  existing  circnm 
stances.” 

The  report  Was  concurred  in. 
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Mr.  Fan  Rensselaer  obtained  leave  of  absence  to 
the  end  of  the  session. 

Twenty-one  private  bills  were  passed,  and  eighteen 
more  were  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a third  read- 
ing. One  or  two  of  them  caused  considerable  de-  ; 
bate;  but  the  rest  were  disposed  of  without  opposi-  j 

tion. 

[A  message  was  received  from  the  president  re- 
lative to  the° claims  of  D.  D.  Tompkins,  which  had 
been  referred  back  to  him.  It  shall  be  given  at  length 
in  the  next  Register.  It  allows  him — 

Tor  interest  on  advances  $14,43S  68 

disbursing  moneys,  at  5 per  cent  92,2-13  13 
losses  on  treasury  note  account  4,411  25 


111,063  06 

And  the  president  intimates  that  “interest  ought  to 
be  allowed  him  on  the  amount  of  the  commission  on 
his  disbursements,”  but  says  that  “to  make  such  al- 
lowance belongs  to  congress.”] 

Thursday’s  proceedings. 

In  the  senate  there  was  a long  debate,  on  a motion 
mace  by  Mr.  Lloyd,  of  Mass,  to  strike  from  the  ta- 
riff bill  the  clause,  “on  hemp,  two  cents  per  pound.” 
The  proceedings  shall  be  mere  fully  noticed  hereaf- 
ter— sufficient,  for  the  present,  is  it  to  say,  that  the  mo- 
tion prevailed,  and  the  proposed  protection  of  this  ar- 
ticle was  refused — 24  to  23. 

[The  yeas  and  nays  on  this  question  were  precisely 
the  same  as  those  for  striking  out  the  item  respect- 
ing iron,  except  that  Messrs.  Chandler  and  Edwards 
reversed  positions:  the  former  now  being  in  the  ma- 
jority, and  the  latter  in  the  minority.] 

The  house  of  representatives  was  occupied  the  whole 
of  this  day  with  local  or  private  business,  and  many 
bills  were  disposed  of — 17  or  18  being  passed,  and 
nearly  as  many  more  being  ordered  to  a third  rdading. 


could  not  be  considered  as  belonging  to  the  army ; 
and  that,  according  to  the  common  law  derived  from 
England,  the  enlistment  of  a minor  was  valid,  unks  • 
prohibited  by  an  express  statute.  The  enlistment  in 
question  was,  therefore,  held  to  be  good. 

Phil.  Paper. 

Balances.  The  Washington  Journal  mentions, 
that,  by  a statement  of  the  fourth  auditor,  laid  before 
congress  at  the  present  session,  and  printed  by  order 
of  the  senate,  it  appears  the  following  amount  remain- 
ed unaccounted  for,  on  the  books  of  the  treasury,  by 
pursers  and  navy  agents  of  the  United  States. 

Amount  of  arrearages — from  pursers  and  navy  agents, 
in  service,  $405,253  OS 

Do.  from  pursers  and  navy  agents,  out 

of  service,  2,259,311  79 

Total  amount  of  arrearages 

on  31st  Dec.  1823.  2,664,564  87 

The  whole  amount,  however,  is  not,  actually  due, 
as,  in  some  cases,  balances  are  against  officers  who 
are  at  sea,  and  have,  from  that  cause,  been  prevented 
from  settling  their  accounts;  and  in  others,  where 
accounts  are  under  examination,  all  the  credits  to 
to  which  the  officer  is  entitled,  are  not  yet  given. 

, The  smallest  amount  unsettled,  is  twenty-jive  cents , 
i and  is  a balance  due  from  1S03.  The  largest  is  seven 
i hundred  and  two  thousand  six  hundred  and  twenty- 
three  doli-irs  and  sixty-four  cents. 

The  Baltimore  conference,  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  church,  held  its  last  session  at  Winchester, 
Va.  in  a very  satisfactory  manner.  The  “Republi- 
can” says — All  the  churches  were  tendered  to  the 
, conference,  and  accepted.  On  Friday  night  a revi- 
. val  commenced  and  continued  to  increase,  until  many 
j souls  were  brought  under  its  regenerating  influence. 
Before  adjourning,  the  conference  adopted  the  follow- 
ing resolutions  — 


New  invention.  Mr.  Thomas  W.  Story,  of  this 
city,  (says  the  New  York  Commercial  Advertiser), 
has  made  an  improvement  in  mechanics,  which,  as 
the  steam  boat  question  is  now  settled,  he  thinks  may 
become  of  value  to  the  public.  It  is  a substitute  for 
the  crank  and  the  crank  motion.  This  little  improve- 
ment will  transfer  the  power  unimpaired  from  the 
piston  of  a steam  engine,  to  the  water  wheel  of  a 
steam  boat,  in  a perpendicular  line , without  variation, 
and  will  cause  a saving  of  nearly  50  per  cent,  of  the 
power  of  the  engine,  which  is  now  lost,  by  the  man- 
ner in  which  the  power  is  transferred  through  the  ir- 
regular agency  of  the  crank  or  the  crank  motion. 

Since  the  above  was  prepared,  Mr.  Story  has 
brought  a model  of  his  invention  to  this  office  for  our 
.inspection,  and  it  really  appears  to  us  to  be  an  impor- 
tant improvement.  The  advantages  it  possesses  over 
the  crank  and  shackle  bar  now  in  use  in  steam  engines, 
is  explained  by  Mr.  S.  as  follows:  Suppose  a boat  has 
a steam  engine,  with  a cylinder  of  30  inches  in  dia- 
meter, equal  to  the  power  of  30  horses:  this  engine 
can  raise  on  its  piston  5,600  pounds;  but,  by  the-agency 
of  the  crank  and  shackle  bar,  now  in  use,  it*cannot 
Transfer  to  the  water  wheel  axle-tree  more  than  an 
average  power  of  2,240  pounds;  whereas  this  substi- 
tute can  transfer  3,620  pounds,  from  the  piston  of 
the  same  engine , and  in  the  same  time. 

Enlistment  of  minors.  A case  lately  came  before 
the  supreme  court,  Ward  vs.  Major  Gamble,  in  which 
the  right  to  enlist  minors  in  the  marine  corps,  Avas  in- 
volved. The  law  declares  that  minors  shadl  not  be 
enlisted  in  the  army,  but  may  be  enlisted  as  seamen 
in  the  naval  service.  The  question  arose  whether  the 
marines  belonged  to  the  former  or  to  the  latter.  Judge 
Gibson  gave  the  opinion  of  the  court,  that  the  marines 


Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  this  conference  be  re- 
spectfully presented  to  the  citizens  of  Winchester  in 
general,  and  its  several  congregations  and  pastors  in 
, particular,  for  the  friendship  and  Christian  hospitali- 
ty manifested  to  them  during  the  time  of  their  present 
| session. 

Resolved  also,  That  the  thanks  of  this  conference  be 
1 respectfully  presented  to  the  honorable  masonic  lodges 
who  have  kindly  afforded  us  the  use  of  their  hall. 

Janie  s Reed,  presiding  elder. 


Indian  Lands  in  Georgia. 

, C_7 

Memorial  of  John  Ross,  George  Lowrey,  major  Ridge 
and  Elijah  Hicks,  delegates  from  the  Cherokee  na- 
tion of  Indians. 

To  the  house  of  representat  ives  of  the  United  States  in  con- 
gress assembled; 

We,  the  undersigned,  delegates  from  the  Chero- 
kee nation,  now  on  a visit  to  the  seat  of  government 
of  the  United  States  on  matters  of  vast  import,  as 
will  appear  by  the  president’s  message  of  the  30th  of 
March  last,  and  its  accompanying  documents,  humbly 
Ibeg  leave  to  submit,  before  your  honorable  body,  a 
; few  remarks,  which  we  are  bound,  (as  we  believe,)  to 
i make  under  a sense  of  duty  to  our  nation,  as  well  as 
to  ourselves.  It  is  with  unfeigned  regret  and  pain  we 
discover  the  sentiments  which  are  expressed  by  tbe 
governor  of  Georgia,  in  his  letter  to  the  secretary  of 
war,  of  the  28th  of  Feb.  last;  and  also,  those  expres- 
sed by  the  Georgia  delegation  in  congress,  to  the  pre- 
sident of  the  United  States  on  the  10th  of  March 
last.*  We  cannot  but  view  the  design  of  those  letters 
as  an  attempt,  bordering  on  a hostile  disposition  to- 
wards the  Cherokee  nation,  to  arrest  from  them  by 

^Seepage  103. 
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arbitary  means,  their  just  rights  and  liberties,  the  se- 
curity of  which  are  soleraly  guaranteed  to  them,  by 
these  United  States.  As  you  have  a full  view  of  the 
subject  before  your  honorable  body,  it  is  not  our  pur- 
pose to  be  superfluous:  therefore  we  will  take  occa- 
sion to  assert,  under  the  fullest  authority,  that  all  the 
sentiments  expressed,  in  relation  to  the  disposition  and 
determination  of  the  nation,  never  again  to  cede  another 
foot  of  land  is  positively  the  production  and  voice  of  the 
nation , and  what  has  been  uttered  by  us,  in  the  com- 
munications which  we  have  made  to  the  government, 
since  our  arrival  in  this  city,  is  expressive  of  the  true 
sentiments  of  the  nation , agreeably  to  our  instructions, 
and  that  not  one  ivord  of  which  has  been  put  into  our 
mouth  by  a white  man.  Any  surmises  or  statements  to 
the  contrary,  are  ill  founded  and  ungenerous.  We 
forbear  to  animadvert  on  the  aspersions  pointed  at  our 
chiefs,  by  the  pen  of  the  Georgia  delegation;  it  is  but 
a subterfuge.  The  Cherokees  are  informed  on  the 
situation  of  the  country  west  of  the  Mississippi  river; 
and  there  is  not  a spot,  out  of  the  limits  of  any  of  the 
states  or  territories  thereof,  and  within  the  limits  of 
the  United  States,  that  they  would  ever  consent  to  in- 
habit, because  they  have  unequivocally  determined, 
never  again  to  pursue  the  chase  as  heretofore,  or  to 
engage  in  wars,  unless  by  the  special  call  cf  the  go- 
vernment, to  defend  the  common  rights;  and,  as  a 
removal  to  the  barren  waste,  bordering  on  the  Rocky 
Mountains,  where  water  and  timber  are  searcely  to  be 
seen,  could  be  for  no  other  object  or  induement,  than 
to  pursue  the  buffalo,  and  to  wage  wars  with  the  un- 
cultivated Indians  in  that  hemisphere — imposing  facts, 
speak  from  the  experience  which  have  been  so  re- 
peatedly realized,  that  such  a state  of  things  would 
inevitably  be  the  result,  were  the  Cherokees  to  emi- 
grate to  that  country.  But  such  an  eventrwill  never 
take  place.  The  Cherokees  have  turned  their  attention 
to  the  pursuits  of  the  civilized  man ; agriculture,  ma- 
nufactures and  the  mechanic  arts  and  education,  are 
all  in  successful  operation  in  the  nation,  at  this  time; 
and,  whilst  the  Cherokees  are  peacefully  endeavoring 
to  enjoy  the  blessings  of  civilization  and  Christianity 
on  the  soil  of  their  rightful  inheritance;  and  whilst  the 
exertions  and  labors  of  various  religious  societies  of 
these  United  States  are  successfully  engaged  in  pro- 
mulgating to  them  the  word  of  truth  and  life  from  the 
sacred  volume  of  holy  writ , and  under  the  patronage  of 
the  general  government — they  are  threatened  with  re- 
moval or  extinction.  This  subject  is  now  before  your 
honorable  body  for  a decision.  We  appeal  to  the 
magnanimity  of  the  American  congress  for  justice, 
and  the  protection  of  ^he  rights,  liberties  and  lives  of 
the  Cherokee  people.  We  claim  it  from  the  United 
States,  by  the  strongest  obligations,  which  imposes  it 
upon -them  by  treaties;  and  we  expect  it  from  them 
under  that  memorable  declaration  ‘that  all  men  are 
created  equal;  that  they  are  endowed  by  their  Creator 
with  certain  unalienable  rights;  that  among  these  are, 
life,  liberty  and  the  pursuit  of  happiness.’ 

We,  therefore,  in  behalf  of,  and  under  the  highest 
authority  of,  the  Cherokee  nation,  have  hereunto 
fixed  our  signatures  at  Washington  city,  this  15th  day 
of  April,  1824. 

JNO.  ROSS, 

GEO.  LOWREY, 

MAJOR  RIDGE,  his  * mark 
ELIJAH  HICKS. 

ICpAs  connected  with  the  facts  stated  of  the  pro- 
gress of  these  Indians  and  others,  in  civilization  and 
the  arts,  the  following  facts  may  be  mentioned  as  ex- 
hibited at  the  late  meeting  of  the  “Missionary  society 
of  the  Methodist  episcopal  church,  held  at  New  York: 
508  Indians  are  attached  to  the  several  missionary 
•tations  of  this  society — viz.  260  of  the  Wyandot  tribe, 
188  Cherokees,  40  Mohawks,  20  Delawares,  and  up- 
wards of  100  children.  Among  the  Cherokees,  the 
Vue  derm  board  of  foreign  missions  have  also  ai 


school  at  Brainard,  with  84  scholars;  the  Baptists  two 
schools  and  75  scholars;  the  United  Brethren,  one 
school,  and  20  scholars;  and  there  are  numerous  es- 
tablishments among  the  Choctaws,  Cherokees  and 
Creeks,  &c.  located  east  cf  the  Mississippi.  See 
page  63. 


Mr.  Edwards9  Address. 

The  following  is  a copy  of  the  report  of  the  secre- 
tary of  the  treasury,  to  which  the  memorial  of  Mr. 
Edwards  is  a reply: 

Treasury  department,  March  22,  1824; 

In  further  compliance  with  a resolution  of  the 
house  of  representatives  of  the  8th  of  May,  18 22,  the 
secretary  of  the  treasury  has  now  the  honor  to  transmit 
copies  of  all  the  official  correspondence  between  the 
secretary  and  the  banks  in  which  the  public  moneys 
were  deposited,  from  the  1st  of  January,  1817,  to  the 
8th  of  May,  1822,  that  is  considered  as  included, 
either  directly  or  indirectly,  in  the  terms  of  the  reso- 
lution, and  that  has  not  been  heretofore  communicat- 
ed to  the  house. 

The  hon.  Mr.  Edwards,  late  a senator  from  Illinois, 
having  stated,  on  his  examination  before  a commit- 
tee of  the  house,  on  the  13th  of  February,  1823,  that 
the  late  receiver  of  public  moneys  at  Edwardsville 
had,  on  his  advice,  and  in  his  presence,  written  a let- 
ter to  the  secretary,  enclosing  a copy  of  a publication 
which  Mr.  Edwards  represents  himself  to  have  made 
sometime  in  the  year  1819,  announcing  his  intention 
of  retiring  from  the  directorship  of  the  bank  of  Ed- 
wardsville; and  that  he  had  advised  the  receiver  to 
withhold  his  deposites  from  the  bank,  until  he  re- 
ceived further  orders  from  the  secretary;  and  that 
the  receiver  afterwards  informed  him  that  he  had  re- 
ceived a letter  from  the  secretary  directing  him  to 
continue  the  deposites;  the  secretary  deems  it  pro- 
per to  state,  that,  no  such  letter  from  the  receiver  is  to  be 
found  on  the  files  of  the  department ; that  the  officers  em- 
ployed in  it  have  no  recollect  ion  of  the  receipt  of  such  a let- 
ter: and  that,  on  an  examination  of  the  records  of  the  de- 
partment, it  appears  that  no  ansicer  to  any  such  letter,  di- 
recting the  receiver  to  continue  the  deposites,  was- ever 
written  to  him  by  the  secretary  of  the  treasury. 

The  bon.  the  speaker 

Of  the  house  of  representatives. 

TO  THE  HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

Wheeling,  Virginia,  April  6,  1824. 

Sir:  I have  the  honor  to  request  you  to  present  the 
address,  herewith  transmitted,  with  its  accompanying 
notes  and  documents,  to  the  house  of  representatives 
of  the  congress  of  the  United  States.  I have  the 
honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  sir,  your  most  obe- 
dient servant,  NINIAN  EDWARDS. 

Hon.  Henry  Clay, 

Speaker  of  the  house  of  representatives 

of  the  congress  of  the  United  States. 

To  the  honorable  the  house  of  representatives  of  the  congi'ess 
of  the  United  States. 

As  certain  proceedings,  at  the  last  session  of  con- 
gress, under  the  authority  of  the  house  of  represen- 
tatives, and  a recent  report  to  your  honorable  body, 
by  the  hon.  William  H.  Crawford,  secretary  of  the 
treasury,  seem  to  have  been  intended,  and  are  calcu- 
lated, to  cast  upon  me  imputations  injurious  to  my 
character,  which  I know  to  be  unjust,  and  which,  I 
think,  I can  demonstrate  to  be  so,  1 trust  no  apology 
can  be  necessary  for  my  requesting  leave  to  present 
my  vindication  against  those  imputations,  directly  to 
your  honorable  body;  in  order  that  it  may  be  convey- 
ed to  the  nation  through  the  same  channel  by  which  I 
have  been  assailed. 

This  is  ^ ri^ht  which;  hnder  similar  circumstances, 
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1 should  suppose,  ought  not  to  be  denied  to  the  hum 
blest  individual  in  the  union.  In  this  case,  it  is  due 
to  the  nation  itself,  in  consideration  of  the  station  I 
lately  held,  and  that  which  I have  now  the  honor  to 
hold;  and,  owing  to  the  peculiar  circumstances  of  my 
' case,  it  is  emphatically  demanded,  on  my  account,  by 
every  principle  of  honor,  and  every  regard  to  justice. 
N~r  is  it  unprecedented  in  either  house  of  congress, 
in  cases  which  certainly  had  no  greater  claim  to  such 
indulgence. 

It  vv  ill  be  seen,  that  I was  called  upon  by  a commit- 
tee of  the  house  of  representatives  of  the  last  session, 
as  a witness,  to  testify  before  it;  that  I was  subjected 
to  an  examination,  which  has  not  its  parallel  in  the 
records  of  any  free  country;  and  that,  after  the  lapse 
of  about  twelve  months,  and  just  as  I was  on  the  eve 
of  my  departure  for  a foreign  country,  an  attempt 
has  been  made  to  impeach  my  credibility,  on  grounds 
which  must  have  been,  at  all  times  since  my  testimony 
was  given,  within  the  command  of  the  honorable 
gentleman  by  whom  they  have  been  so  opportunely  al- 
leged. 

To  refuse  to  permit  me  to  repel  such  an  attack,  in 
the  manner  proposed,  would  be  to  overthrow  the 
longest  established  precedents,  and  to  establish  in 
their  place  the  odious,  oppressive,  unjust  and  inde- 
fensible principle  of  allowing  the  credibility  of  a wit- 
ness to  be  impeached,  and  yet  denying  to  him  the 
right  to  support  it  before  the  tribunal  under  whose 
authority  he  had  been  called  on  to  testify. 

But,  md-  p dent -4  ail  considerations,  in  regard  to 
myself,  personally,  I humbly  conceive  that  your  hon- 
orable body  might  well  desire  to  receive  my  vindica- 
tion, and  every  corroboration  which  I can  give  to  my 
testimony,  on  your  oicn  account,  in  order  to  enable  you 
the  more  clearly  to  ascertain  the  truth  of,  and  the 
more  satisfactorily  and  correctly  to  decide  upon  state- 
ments now  before  you,  and  not  yet  acted  on. 

Notwithstanding  all  the  canting  about  an  “A.  B. 
plot,”  the  ingenious  attempts  that  have  been  made, 
and  the  stratagems  that  have  been  adopted,  by  cer- 
tain newspaper  editors  and  others,  to  mislead  and  de- 
ceive the  public  mind  into  a belief  that  the  commit- 
tees, appointed  at  the  last  session  on  that  subject,  had 
thoroughly  investigated  all  the  statements  made  by  a 
writer  under  the  signature  of  A.  B.  in  regard  to  cer- 
tain suppressed  documents;  and  that  Mr.  Crawford 
had  been  “triumphantly  acquitted,”  in  relation  to  the 
whole  of  them;  I assert,  without  the  fear  of  contra 
diction,  that  it  is  known  to  your  honorable  body  that 
neither  of  those  committees  extended  their  investi- 
gations into  those  statements,  beyond  about  four  pa- 
ragraphs, which  were  mere  bagatelles  in  comparison 
with  other  letters  and  matters  that  were  expressly 
charged,  and  incontestibly  proved,  byjthc  documents  fur- 
nished by  Mr.  Cranford  himself  to  have  been  withheld 
contrary  to  the  resolutions  of  the  house  which  re- 
quired their  production. 

These  important  statements,  and  the  matters  and 
things  contained  in  my  testimony,  have  neither  been 
investigated  by  any  c»  mmittee,  nor  acted  on  by  the 
house;  and  if  my  testimony  had  been,  it  is  now  reviv- 
ed by  Mr.  Crawford  himself;  and,  surely,  if  it  be 
competent  to  him  to  attack  it,  it  cannot  be  fair  or  just 
to  withhold  from  me  the  equal  right  of  defending  and 
supporting  it. 

By  referring  to  the  resolution  of  the  house  (note 
1),  under  which  the  second  committee  of  investiga- 
tion was  appointed,  and  to  my  examination  by  that 
Committee,  (2)  it  will  be  seen  that  the  latter  fully  me- 
rits the  character  I have  given  to  it;  that  it  was  whol- 
ly unauthorized  by  any  powers  delegated  to  the  com- 
mittee; and  that  it  evinced  a far  greater  disposition  to 
implicate  me  in  some  kind  of  censure,  in  regard  to 
the  public  deposites  in  the  bank  of  Edwardsvillc, 
than  to  investigate  the  conduct  of  Mr.  Crawford,  or  to 
inquire  into  those  subjects  for  which  the  committee 


had  been  professedly  appointed.  Whatever  may  be 
thought  by  those  who  may  be  at  the  trouble  to  exam- 
ine the  list  of  interrogations  that  were  put  to  me,  as  to 
the  souree  from  whence  they  originated,  none  can 
read  some  of  the  following  statements  and  documents, 
without  being  convinced,  that  a very  small  portion  of 
candour  would  have  rendered  a part,  at  least,  of  those 
interrogatories  unnecessary  and  useless,  even  in  the 
opinion  of  the  committee  itself.  (3) 

Whatever  may  have  been  my  agency  in  procuring 
the  bank  of  Edwardsvilleto  be  made  a depository  of 
public  money,  it  had  nothing  to  do  in  originating  the 
great  system  adopted  by  Mr.  Crawford,  of  employing 
the  local  banks,  and,  in  several  instances,  in  direct 
violation  of  the  law,  by  allowing  them  a permanent 
deposite  of  nine  hundred  thousand  dollars,  equal  to  a 
salary  of  54,000  dollars  per  annum,  for  receiving  and 
transmitting  the  public  money,  which  the  bank  of  the 
United  States  was  bound  to  do  without  compensation, 
and  would  have  done,  without  those  immense  losses 
to  the  public  which  must  inevitably  result  from  the 
adoption  of  a plan  so  contrary  to  the  letter  and  spirit 
of  the  bank  charter;  and  to  the  avowed  intentions 
and  objects  of  congress  in  granting  it. 

The  effect  of  my  application  to  have  the  bank  of 
Edwardsville  made  a depository  of  public  money,  was 
merely  to  have  deposites  made  there,  that  otherwise 
would  have  been  made  in  tbebank  of  Missouri,  which 
previously  had  been  authorized  to  receive  the  pub- 
lic moneys,  collected  by  the  two  receivers  in  Illinois, 
who  alone  were  directed  to  make  their  deposites  in 
the  bank  of  Edwardsville.  My  agency  in  this  trans- 
action, therefore,  did  not  prevent  the  depositing  of  a 
cent  in  the  bank  of  the  United  States;  and  your  hono- 
rable body  may  well  judge,  whether  the  "public  in- 
terest could  have  been  much  jeopardized,  by  the 
change  I recommended,  from  the  following  state- 
ments, extracted  from  the  documents  presented  to  you 
by  Mr.  Crawford. 

The  bank  of  Missouri  had  a capital  of  210,000  dol- 
lars, of  which,  the  stockholders  drew  out  of  it,  on 
pledges  of  stock,  186,335  dollars,  leaving  only  23,665 
dollars  for  the  further  accommodation  of  themselves, 
and  others.  Upon  this  last  sum,  it3  real  banking 
capital,  it  discounted  and  paid  on  over  drafts,  to  the 
amount  of  $244,345  53.  The  whole  amount  of  its 
discounts,  including  payments  on  over  drafts,  wa* 
$430,680  43;  of  which  sum,  its  directors  alone  were 
responsible  for  $297,492  13,  if,  as  is  presumed  to  be 
the  case,  they  were  chargeable  with  overdrafts,  to 
the  amount  of  $11,622  27. 

To  this  bank,  Mr.  Crawford  allowed  a permanent 
deposite  of  $150,000,  equal  to  a salary  of  9,000  dollars 
per  annum.  He  permitted  the  public  money  to  ac- 
cumulate in  it,  to  the  amount  of  $726,031  SO,  in  the 
course  of  nineteen  successive  months,  ending  w7ith  the 
1st  of  September,  1819,  without  exacting  those  pre- 
cautionary returns  and  statements,  which  he  himself 
considered  essential,  to  ensure  the  fidelity  of  ail  the 
banks,  appointed  to  receive  the  public  money;  and, 
eventually,  he  received  from  it,  in  part  payment  of  its 
debt,  contrary  to  the  positive  injunctions  of  the  reso- 
lution of  congress,  of  1816,  a large  amount  of  uneur- 
rent  notes,  some  of  which  were  not  worth  25  cents  in 
the  dollar. 

Much  as  lie  has  mystified  this  subject,  in  several  of 
his  reports,  and  particularly  in  tliatone  which  is  part 
of  document  105,  (in  the  8th  volume  State  Papers  2d 
session  17th  congress,)  in  which  he  blends  a. deposite 
in  the  bank  of  Missouri,  of  $64,613  58,  with  uthe  spe- 
cial deposites  which  passed  through  the  bank  of  the  U. 

I States,”  it  cannot  excuse,  or  even  successfully  dis- 
guise, the  flagrant  impropriety  of  his  having  received, 
at  par,  the  uncurrent  notes  above  referred  to;  for,  by 
the  very  document  last  mentioned,  it  appears,  that 
this  deposite  had  been  “re-transferred  to  the  bank  of 
Missouri,  and  assumed  as  cash-.  In  September,  1819.' 
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which  was  previous  to  the  receipt  of  those  notes. 
His  own  letter  to  the  cashier  of  the  bank  of  Missouri, 
dated  23d  March,  1819.  and  the  cashier’s  answer, 
dated  25th  June,  IS  19,  (4  and  5)  clearly  shew,  that  no 
justification  for  receiving  uncurrent  paper,  can  be 
derived  from  that  circumstance.  Besides,  he  re- 
ceived uncurrent  notes  that  ictre  not,  and  could  not , 
have  been  included  in  that  deposite;  for,  not  to  men- 
tion other  cases,  the  notes  which  he  received  on  the 
‘•bank  of  George  Town,  Kentucky,"  were  not,  at  that 
time,  even  receivable  in  the  land  offices.  Nor  was 
there  ever  any  contract  between  the  bank  of  the  , 
United  States,  or  the  treasury  department,  with  the 
bank  of  Missouri,  from  which  the  latter  could  derive  j 
any  right  to  tender,  or  be  any  justification  for  receiv-  ; 
ing,  those  uncurrent  notes.  ■ 

But,  had  it  even  been  otherwise,  it  would  not  be  i 
less  difficult  to  justify  the  placing  of  this  bank  upon  a i 
footing,  so  different  from  that  of  all  other  similar  dc-  j 
positories  of  public  money. 

Under  all  these  circumstances,  it  would  seem  in-  ! 
credible,  that  any  injury  to  the  public  could  have 
resulted  from  the 'change  of  deposite,  for  which  I ap- 
plied; and  the  attempt  to  subject  me  to  censure,  for 
*he  small  participation  which  1 have  had  in  this  busi- 
ness, ought  to  be  considered  as  a plain  acknowledg- 
ment of  the  awful  weight  of  responsibility  that  rests 
upon  him,  whose  especial  duty  it  was  io  take  care  of 
the  public  money.  . ! 

My  responsibility,  however,  did  not  long  continue; 
for,  finding  the  baukol  Eciwardsviiie,  on  my  return  ? 
from  congress,  soon  after  it  had  been  authorized  to  j 
receive  tlTe  public  money,  involved  in  some  ditficul-  ; 
ties,  I determined  to  sustain  it  against  the  dangers  that ! 
then  threatened  it,  and,  after  seeing  it  in  a safe  situa- 1 
tion,  to  relieve  myself  from  all  kind  of  responsibility  j 
for  that,  or  any  other  bank.  Accordingly,  in  the  same  j 
year,  I made  a publication  in  several  newspapers,  j 
and  in  two  different  states,  of  my  determination  to  be  j 
held  no  longer  responsible  for  that  or  any  other  bank.  ; 
This  publication  can  be  established  by  a part,  it  not  j 
the  whole,  of  the  respective  delegations,  now  in  con-  ; 
cress,  from  the  states  of  Illinois  and  Missouri.  It  was 
forwarded  to  Mr.  Crawford,  and  I have  no  appre-  j 
hension  that  he  will  ever  deny  having  received  it. 

He  haff  also  been  put  upon  inquiry,  in  regard  to  the  j 
bank  of  Edwardsvilie,  by  a bitter  philippic,  in  ample  J 
detail,  against  it,  which  he  received  from  the  hon.  j 
Mr.  Benton,  of  the  senate.  This  was  shewed  to  col.  ; 
Johnson  and  myself,  and  a copy  of  it  was  transmitted  j 
to  the  hank,  where,  I suppose,  it  now  remains.  ; 

He  was  fully  apprized  of  those  very  difficulties  o.  j 
the  bank,  which  produced  my  determination  to  retire  j 
from  it.  They  were  communicated  in  letters  from  j 
myself  to  col.  Johnson,  which  were  intended  to  be,  ; 
and  were  forwarded  to  Mr.  Crawford.  The  receipt ; 
of  two  of  them  is  acknowledged  by  his  letter  to  col.  j 
Johnson,  of  lotli  July,  1819,  in  which  he  says,  “Y  ours  j 
of  the  2Sthult.  came  to  hand  this  morning.  The  cir-  j 
cumstances  connected  with  the  bank  of  Edwards’,  ilie,  j 
as  developed  in  the  two  letters  of  governor  Edwards, 
submitted  by  you  to  my  perusal,  will  receive  due  j 
consideration.”  In  the  same  letter  he  says,  “Vv  ith  J 
governor  Edwards  I had  no  personal  acquaintance,  , 
before  the  last  winter.  The  opinion  which  I had 
formed  of  his  talents  and  integrity,  from  the  official 
correspondence  which  had  been  carried  on  between 
us,  both  in  the  war  and  treasury  department,  has 
been  confirmed  by  personal  acquaintance.  j 

The  different  subjects  upon  which  he  had  occasion  j 
to  ask  my  opinion  or  decision,  during  the  last  session  I 
of  congress,  were  fairly  and  candidly  stated;  his  com- 1 
ments  upon  them  were  judicious,  and  it  afforded  me  j 
great  pleasure  to  be  able,  after  due  examination  and 
reflection,  generally  to  coincide  with  him.”  The 
session  here  spoken  of,  is  the  one  in  which  I made 
the  application  in  favor  of  ihe  bank  of  Edwardsvilie.  [ 


Had  Mr.  Crawford  been  as  much  disposed  to  profit 
by  the  impressive  lessons  of  experience,  which  he 
was  constantly  receiving,  as  I was  by  those  of  a few 
months  only,  it  might  have  prevented  a vast  accumu- 
lation of  “ unavailable  funds,”  and  have  enabled  him, 
much  earlier,  to  have  secured  to  the  bank  ©f  the  l nii- 
ed  States,  “in  their  just  extent,  the  advantages  intend- 
ed to  be  secured  to  it  by  the  charter,”  which  he  fair- 
ly promised  to  congress  in  his  report  of  the  10th  De- 
cember, IS  1 7,  (6)  and  the  necessity  for  which,  he 
seems  to  hare  been  duly  sensible  of  in  another  re- 
port, (8  vol.  State  Papers,  second  session'  17th  con- 
gress, p.  77),  in  which  he  says;  “In  the  winter  and 
spring  of  18 is,  the  bank  of  the  United  States  was,  iu 
the  opinion  of  the  enlightened  officer  who  presided 
over  its  direction,  in  a great  degree  indebted  for  the 
preservation  of  its  credit  to  the  forbearance  of  its 
creditors,  and  to  the  support  which  it  received  from 
the  treasury  department.  Such  were  my  impressions 
of  its  optical  state,  that  I felt  it  my  duty  to  accept  pro- 
positions made  by  the  board  of  directors,  which,  un- 
der other  circumstances,  would  have  been  declined." 
It  is  wonderful,  therefore,  that,  with  these  impres- 
sions, he  should  have  thought  it  consistent  with  his 
duty,  to  have  extended  such  favors  as  have  been  no- 
ticed, to  a single  local  bank;  much  less  to  the  multi- 
tude that  shared  his  patronage,  and  could  not  have 
existed  without  it. 

It  would  be  just  as  fair  and  candid  to  implicate  me 
in  the  unjustifiable  indulgence  that  has  been  extend- 
ed to  the  bank  of  Edwardsvilie  since  its  failure,  as  to 
endeavor  to  involve  me  in  any  kind  of  censure  for 
its  continuance  as  a depository  of  public  money,  after 
the  fall  of  1S1 9.  At  the  time  of  its  failure,  its  re-' 
sources  were,  I am  well  satisfied,  more  than  amply 
sufficient  to  have  secured  its  debt  to  the  governmeni.- 
But  every  man  of  common  experience  and  observa- 
tion knows  that,  the  resources  of  all  banks,  in  its  si- 
tuation, must  necessarily  become  more  and  more  im- 
paired, and  are  more  liable  to  be  misapplied.  Yet 
strange  and  incredible  as  it  may  appear,  1 have  never 
heard,  nor  do  I believe,  [though  I reside  in  the  same- 
village  in  which  the  bank  is  located],  that  Mr.  Craw- 
ford has  collected  one  cent  from  it;  or  made  any  ad- 
justment with  it;  or  resorted  to  any  measure  to  coerce 
the  payment  of  its  debt.  He,  who  could  find  motives 
for  an  "indulgence  so  extraordinary,  and,  at  the  same 
time,  so  inconsistent  with,  and  detrimental  to,  the 
public  interest,  could  not  have  required  either  my 
recommendation  or  sanction,  for  continuing  this  bank 
a depository  of  public  money  after  the  fall  of  1819. 

I come  new  to  the  report  that  contains  the  dexter- 
ous insinuation  against  my  credibility.  So  much  of 
it,  as  relates  to  this  subject,  is  in  the  following  words* 
viz;  “The  hon.  Mr.  Edwards,  late  a senator  from  Illi- 
nois, having  stated,  on  his  examination  before  a com- 
mittee of  the  house,  on  the  13th  of  February,  1S23-, 
that  the  late  receiver  of  public  moneys  at  Edwards- 
vilie had,  on  his  advice,  and  in  his  presence,  written 
a letter  to  the  secretary,  enclosing  a copy  of  the  pub- 
lication which  Mr.  Edwards  represents  himself  to 
have  made,  some  time  in  the  year  1819,  announcing 
his  intention  of  retiring  from  the  directorship  of  the 
bank  at  Edwardsvilie,  and  that  he  had  advised  the 
receiver  to  withhold  his  deposites  from  the  bank,  un- 
til he  could  receive  further  orders  from  the  secreta- 
ry; and  that  the  receiver  afterwards  informed  himr 
that  he  had  received  A LETTER  from  the  secretary, 
directing  him  to  continue  the  deposites:  The  secreta- 
ry deems  it  proper  to  state  that  no  such  letter  from 
the  receiver  is  to  be found  on  the files  of  the  department; 
that  the  officers  employed  in  it,  have  no  recollection 
of  the  receipt  of  such  a letter,  and  that,  on  an  exami- 
nation of  the  records  of  the  department,  it  appear? 
that  no  ANSWER  to  any  such  letter,  directing  the  re 
ceiver  to  continue  the  deposites  was  ever  written  to 
him,  by  the  secretary  of  the,  treasury.” 
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This  statement  bears  intrinsic  evidence,  that  it  was 
intended  to  deprive  me  of  the  benefit  of  my  justifica- 
tion— not  voluntarily  made,  but  drawn  from  me  bv 
the  committee,  in  regard  to  the  bank  of  Edwardsville; 
and  to  subject  me  to  the  odious  suspicion  of  having 
sworn  falsely.  Were  there  any  doubt  on  this  subject, 
L would  be  removed  by  the  conduct  of  a distinguish- 
ed individual,  whom  it  might  not  be  respectful  to 
name  in  this  communication,  and  who,  since  I left 
the  city,  has  not  thought  it  beneath  his  dignity  to  go 
about  exhibiting  the  report,  and  expressing  his  opi- 
nion that  it  “placed  me  in  a dilemma.”  He  may  yet 
find  it  more  difficult  for  his  patron  to  get  rid  of  one,  of 
infinitely  deeper  interest. 

Believing,  as  l call  upon  my  God  to  witness,  I sin- 
cerely and^confidently  do,  that  Mr.  Crawford  did  re- 
ceive the  letter  mentioned  in  the  above  report,  and 
that  it  is  nowin  his  possession,  or  has  been  purposely 
destroyed,  I can  but  regard  this  attack  upon  my  repu- 
tation as  unparalleled  by  any  thing  I have  ever  wit- 
nessed, or  heard  of,  as  emanating  from  so  respectable 
a source,  except  certain  manoeuvres,  and  stratagems,  to 
fix  upon  a much  more  distinguished  individual  of  this 
nation  the  disgraceful  charges  of  a guilty  participa- 
tion in  horse  stealing,  and  the  passing  of  counterfeit 
money,  which  I have  somewhere  met  with  in  the 
course  of  my  reading.  Malicious  insinuation  is  the 
resort  of  a timid  mind.  Wilful  mis-representation  de- 
notes a wicked  one. 

In  regard  to  the  time  which  has  been  selected  for 
making  this  attack  upon  me,  it  very  much  resembles 
the  management  which  Mr.  Crawford  resorted  to,  at 
the  last  session  of  congress,  to  defeat  a certain  appli- 
cant for  a land  office  appointment.  This  gentleman 
had  been  before  the  president  for  many  weeks.  He 
was  supported  by  gentlemen  of  the  first  respectability, 
and  of  different  parties,  iu  the  states  of  Illinois,  Mis- 
souri and  Tennessee.  No  objections  to  him  were  an- 
ticipated by  himself  or  his  friends.  And  none  was 
made  till  the  president  was  about  to  transmit  his  no- 
mination to  the  senate.  Then,  when  a nomination 
could  no  longer  be  kept  back,  by  any  contrivance  what- 
ever, and  not  till  then,  did  Mr.  Crawford  exhibit  his 
objections.  The  gentleman’s  residence  was  too  re- 
mote, and  the  session  of  congress  too  far  spent,  to  ad- 
mit cf  any  defence  or  explanation  from  him;  and 
thus  he  lost  the  appointment.  As  this  case  is  strong- 
ly marked  by  certain  characteristical  traits,  which 
tend  to  illustrate  the  objects  and  design  of  this  well-tim- 
ed attack  upon  me,  I refer,  for  a further  explanation 
of  it,  to  my  letter  to  Mr.  Crawford  on  the  subject.  (7.) 

In  the  latter  paid  of  the  week  previous  to  ray  depar- 
ture from  the  city,  on  calling  to  take  my  leave  of  the 
president,  I met  with  Mr.  Dickins,  to  whom,  in  a 
short  conversation  with  him,  I communicated  my  in- 
tention of  leaving  the  city  on  the  Sunday  following, 
(one  day  before  the  date  of  Mr.  Crawford’s  comniuni- 
oation,)  and  but,  for  an  accidental  engagement  of  the 
secretary  of  state,  which  prevented  his  signing  a pa- 
per that  it  was  necessary  for  me  to  carry  to  the  trea- 
sury department,  till  after  the  hours  of  business  in 
that  department  had  elapsed,  I should  have  departed 
from  the  city  before  Mr.  Crawford’s  communication 
was  made;  and  probably  should  not  even  have  heard 
of  it  till  after  I had  left  the  United  States 

But,  independently  of  what  I stated  to  Mr.  Dickins, 
my  intended  departure  was  strongly  indicated  by  the 
business  I was  engaged  in  transacting  in  the  public 
offices.  It  was  generally  known;  and  if  it  had  not 
been,  it  was  very  naturally  to  have  been  expected. 

Deprived  of  all  opportunity  of  defence,  a victory 
over  me,  might,  indeed,  have  been  easy;  but  surely, 
the  triumph  would  have  been  most  ignoble. 

By  way  of  availing  myself  of  further  characteristi- 
cal traits,  I bog  leave  to  state,  that  an  inspection  of  the 
public  documents  is  sufficient  to  show,  that,  in  repeat- 
ad  instances,  Mr.  Crawford’s  replies  to  calls  upon  him ! 


by  the  house  for  information,  &c.  have  been  so  tardy 
and  protracted,  as  to  prevent  the  possibility  of  inves- 
tigating them,  during  the  sessions  in  which  the  calls 
were  made,  and  to  require  a great  degree  of  charity 
— possibly,  however,  not  more  than  is  justly  due,  to  re- 
sist the  belief  that  he  has  been  as  much  disposed  to 
evade,  as  to  invite  a scrutiny  into  his  conduct. 

Even  the  correspondence  which  accompanied  the 
report  in  question,  though  required  by  a resolution  of 
the  8th  May,  1822,  to  be  laid  before  the  house  as  early 
as  practicable,  after  the  commencement  of  the  then 
next  succeeding  session,  has  been  delayed  to  so  late 
a period  of  the  present  session,  as  to  render  an  inves- 
tigation of  it,  before  the  first  Monday  in  December  next , 
impossible. 

Notwithstanding  all  these  circumstances,  it  maybe 
that  Mr.  Crawford  did  not  intend  to  take  an  undue  ad- 
vantage of  my  absence.  He  must  well  know  with, 
what  indignant  condemnation  such  an  attempt  would 
be  denounced  by  every  magnanimous  and  generous 
bosom.  What  surprises  me  most  is,  that  a just  appre- 
hension of  so  degrading  a suspicion,  had  not  induced 
him  to  have  exhibited  his  insinuation  a little  sooner,  or 
to  have  declined  it  altogether.  But  whatever  may 
have  been  his  intentions,  I could  not  have  been  more 
disadvantageous^  affected  by  any  contrivance  or  strata- 
gem that  he  could  have  adopted,  to  deprive  me  of  a fair 
opportunity  of  defence. 

Scarcely  eon valescent  from  along  indisposition,  ex- 
hausted with  the  fatigue  of  travelling,  and  required  to 
proceed  on  my  journey  with  all  convenient  despatch, 
I must  leave  him  unanswered,  or  content  myself  with 
such  a defence  as,  with  all  these  disadvantages,  a very 
short  time  of  necessary  delay  on  my  journey  may 
enable  me  hastily  to  present.  But  what  I regard  with 
the  most  concern  is,  that  writing,  as  I must  do,  with- 
out having  it  in  my  power  to  refer  to,  and  re-examine 
certain  documents,  I shall  not  be  able  to  avail  myself 
of  some  important  circumstances  which  they  would 
establish,  and  may  be  betrayed  into  some  slight  ina- 
curacies  to  which  all  men  are  liable,  who  have  to 
trust  to  memory  alone.  I promise,  however,  to  be 
more  accurate  than  Mr.  Crawford  has  been,  in  cases 
in  which  he  had  before  him  every  means  of  being 
entirely  so. 

Having  endeavored  to  establish  my  right  to  make 
my  defence  before  your  honorable  body,  and  taking  it 
for  granted  that  a request  so  reasonable,  under  all  the 
circumstances  that  have  been  mentioned,  will  not  be 
denied  me,  I presume  I shall  be  indulged  in  every  le- 
gitimate right  of  defence  that  belongs  to  my  case. 

Among  these  it  will  scarcely  be  denied,  that  I have 
a right. 

1st.  To  corroborate  my  own  testimony. 

2d.  To  shew,  by  any  means  in  my  power,  that  the 
statements  made  against  me  are  inconclusive;  and, 
particularly,  to  avail  myself  of  any  circumstance  that 
is  presented  by  the  documents  in  the  case  in  which  I 
was  called  on  to  testify,  for  the  purpose  of  invalidat- 
ing those  statements.  And, 

3d.  Directly  to  impeach  the  credibility  of  tho^e 
who  have  assailed  mine. 

The  latter  I shall  probably  waive;  for,  though  I 
have,  at  all  times,  felt  myself  at  liberty  to  animadvert 
upon  Mr.  Crawford’s  official  conduct,  and  to  defend 
my  own,  both  of  which  he  has  found  me  prompt  to  do, 
in  cases  that  never  yet  have  met  the  public  eye,  yet  1 
never  have  intentionally,  treated  him  with  the  slight- 
est indecorum,  ora  want  of  that  respect  that  is  due  to 
his  station  (3.)  Respect  for  your  honorable  body 
would,  of  itself,  be  sufficient  to  induce  me  to  abstain 
from  the  language  of  passion,  or  abusive  vituperation 
before  you.  Respect,  for  myself,  would  prevent  me 
! from  using  it  any  where  else.  I cheerfully  leave  that 
resource  to  bullies,  political  tools,  mercenary  hire- 
lings, and  those  who,  conscious  of  their  inability  to  de- 
fend their  own  conduct,  can  find  no  betfpr  means  of 
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diverting  public  attention  from  themselves  to  others. 

I shall,  nevertheless,  freely  urge,  and  insist  on,  such 
facts  as  I know  to  be  true,  disclaiming,  however,  any 
other  construction  of  them,  than  the  most  innocent  of 
which  they  are  susceptible.  If  I shall  point  out  pal- 
pable omissions  and  violations  of  duty,  or  show  that 
letters,  which  ought  to  have  been  communicated  to 
the  house  have  been  suppressed,  and  that  various  mis- 
statements have  been  officially  made,  I shall  attribute 
them  to  nothing  more  than  forgetfulness,  inattention, 
inadvertence,  or  some  erroneous,  but  innocent  views 
of  the  subject. 

This  will  be  sufficient  to  shew  that  the  negative 
statements  of  Mr.  Crawford,  and'  “the  officers  em-  i 
ployed  in  the  treasury  department,”  ought  not  to  pre- 
vail against  my  positive  statement  on  oath.  If  others 
should  suppose  this  forbearance  on  my  part  a little 
too  fastidious,  and  that  the  cases  which  I shall  ex- 
hibit are  evincive  of  intentions  less  innocent,  let  it  be 
remembered,  that  their  views  of  the  subject  would  un- 
questionably render  the  case  the  stronger  in  my  favor. 

With  these  preliminary  remarks,  I proceed  to  my 
defence  against  this  mal  apropos  statement  of  Mr. 
Crawford. 

It  will  be  recollected  that  I was  not  a volunteer 
in  giving  my  testimony  before  the  committee,  and  I 
can  conceive  of  no  motive  which  could  be  supposed, 
by  any  but  a most  depraved  mind,  misled  by  its  own 
wicked  operations,  to  have  influenced  me  to  make  an 
uncandid  statement.  As  to  my  responsibility,  in 
consequence  of  having  applied  to  Mr.  Crawford  to 
cause  certain  deposites  to  be  made  in  the  bank  of 
Edwardsville,  in  preference  to  that  of  Missouri,  sure- 
ly I have  shown  that  enough  was  known  about  the 
latter  bank,  at  the  time  my  testimony  was  given,  to 
have  freed  me  from  all  apprehensions  in  regard 
to  any  responsibility  that  I had  imposed  upon  my- 
self, even  if  I had  not  withdrawn,  as  already  stated, 
from  the  “directorship”  of  the  former.  But  Mr. 
Crawford  does  not  deny  that  he  received  my  publi- 
cation, and  even  if  he  had  not  received  it,  it  having 
been  made  in  two  different  states,  and  he  having 
been,  as  I have  shown,  put  upon  inquiry  in  regard 
to  that  bank,  and  informed  of  the  difficulties  it  had 
had  to  encounter,  I certainly  might  rely  upon  the 
notoriety  of  my  acts  in  this  respect,  with  a much  bet- 
ter grace  than  he  relies  upon  a supposed  notoriety  of 
his  repeated  but  unpublished  omissions,  to  comply 
with  the  most  positive  legal  injunctions  as  an  excuse 
for  those  omissions,  which  he  does  in  his  letter  of  the 
24th  February,  1823,  to  the  chairman  of  the  commit- 
tee of  investigation;  and  in  which  he  also  seems,  al- 
most, to  insist  that  his  violation  of  his  duty  was  equi- 
valent to  a fulfilment  of  it. 

It  could  have  been  no  object  with  me  to  have  esta- 
blished an  additional  suppression  upon  him;  for,  if 
time  do  not  fail  me,  it  will  be  seen,  before  I am  done 
with  this  subject,  that  I had  in  my  possession  proof, 
whose  credibility  could  not  be  questioned,  of  his  hav- 
ing suppressed,  in  a variety  of  other  instances,  letters 
enough,  of  a much  more  important  character  and  de- 
licate bearing,  for  any  purpose  that  the  utmost  ma- 
lignity could  have  contemplated,  as  possible  to  be  ef- 
fected by  such  means,  (9.) 

The  amount  of  my  statement  before  the  committee, 
as  well  as  I can  now  recollect  it,  (not  having  it  in  my 
power  to  refer  to  it  for  examination,)  but  which  will 
be  supplied  at  Washington,  is 

1st.  That,  for  the  reasons  therein  mentioned,  I 
made  a publication  of  my  intention  to  retire  from  the 
“directorship”  of  the  bank  of  Ewdardsville. 

2d.  That  I advised  the  receiver  of  public  money  at 
that  place  to  withhold  his  deposites  from  the  bank, 
till  he  could  receive  further  orders  from  the  secretary 
of  the  treasury. 


3d.  That  the  receiver  did  write  to  the  secretary  on 
the  subject,  inclosing  my  publication,  &c. 

4th.  That  the  former  afterwards  informed  me  that 
he  had  received  A LETTER  from  the  latter,  directing 
him  to  continue  the  deposites. 

Now,  it  is  not  denied  and  dare  not  be,  that  I did 
make  the  publication  alluded  to,  and  this  I could  not 
have  done,  for  the  reasons  that  influenced  me,  con- 
sistently with  the  known  friendship  and  intimacy  that 
then  subsisted  between  the  receiver  and  myself, 
without  giving  him  the  advice  mentiohed'in  the  2d 
part  of  the  above  statement.  But  that  I did  give  that 
advice  is  much  more  strongly  corroborated  by  the 
fact,  that  the  receiver  did  actually  withhold  the  deposites, 
and  Mr.  Crawford  knows  it.  This  might  be  establish- 
ed by  the  monthly  returns  of  both  the  receiver  and 
the  bank.  But  these  are  in  the  possession  of  Mr. 
Crawford.  I,  how  ever,  felicitate  myself  upon  being 
able  to  satisfy  your  honorable  body  of  the  fact,  by  do- 
cuments that  have  been  furnished  by  myself,  but 
which,  thank  God,  are  now  out  of  his  power. 

By  his  report  of  the  27th  February,  1823,  (S  vol. 
State  Papers,  2d  sess.  11th  con.  pages  21,  33,  and  35), 
it  will  be  seen  that  the  amount  of  deposites  stated  to 
have  been  in  the  bank  of  Edwardsville,  to  the  credit 
of  the  treasurer,  was 

At  the  end  of  the  2d  quarter  of  1819  $45,560  63 
At  the  end  of  the  3d  quarter  of  1819  45,415  04 
At  the  end  of  the  4th  quarter  of  1819  53,191  59 

The  two  first  of  these  statements  are  presumed  to 
be  correct,  or  nearly  so.  The  latter  is  entirely  other- 
wise, as  I will  prove  to  your  satisfaction,  if  there  is 
any  kind  of  confidence  to  be  reposed  in  previous 
statements  exhibited  to  you  by  Mr.  Cravfford.  Had 
it  been  intended  to  disguise  the  fact  of  the  receiver’s 
having  withheld  the  deposites,  as  above  stated,  and  to 
give  some  semblance  of  plausibility  to  the  recent  in- 
sinuation against  myself,  nothing  could  have  been 
more  ingeniously,  or  more  disingenuously,  contrived 
for  these  purposes,  than  this  last  statement.  If  it  had 
been  truly  stated,  that,  instead  of  53,191  59  dollars, 
the  real  amount  in  deposite,  at  the  end  of  the  fourth 
quarter,  was  98,191  59  1-2,  dollars,  the  contrast  be- 
tween this  sum  and  the  amount  of  the  previous  be- 
posites,  might  have  afforded  some  corroboration  to 
my  statement  before  the  committee.  But  this,  subse- 
quent events  have  proved,  it  was  intended  to  ques- 
tion. I will,  however,  make  the  case  too  plain  fer 
doubt. 

By  the  report  last  referred  to,  it  appears,  that  the 
amount  of  deposite  in  the  bank  of  Edwmrdsville,  to 
the  credit  of  the  treasurer,  on  the  last  days  of  June 
and  September,  was  a little  upwards  of  45,000  dol- 
lars. 

By  Mr.  Crawford’s  previous  report  ;of  the  27th 
April,  1822,  (in  which  is  an  ingenious  contrivance  of 
placing  December  before  November),  it  is  showrn  by 
the  bank  returns  themselves,  that,  on  the  30th  Nov. 
1819,  the  amount  of  deposite  was  45,475  04  1-2, 
dollars  and  that,  on  the  last  day  of  the  succeeding 
month,  (the  end  of  the  4th  quarter  of  IS  19),  it  was 
98,191  59  1-2  dols.  (10.)  and  not  53,191  59  dols.  as. 
subsequently  reported  from  the  treasury  department. 

From  the  correspondence  between  the  several 
amounts  of  deposite  in  the  bank,  on  the  last  days  of 
June,  September  and  November,  and  the  difference 
between  them  and  that  of  the  last  day  of  December  in 
the  same  year,  no  one  can  doubt  that  the  receiver  at 
Edwardsville,  did  actually  ivithholdthe  deposites  as  above 
suggested,  unless  it  can  be  believed  that  he  did,  in 
one  single  month,  distinguished  by  no  particular  cir- 
cumstances, receive  to  the  amount  of  52,716  55  dols. 
equal  to  the  rate  of  692,598  60  dols.  per  anuum. 

[To be  concluded .] 
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Let  us,  thev,  inquire  a little  into  the  probability  of 
ji is  having  written  to  Mr.  Crawford,  or  rather,  into 
the  great  improbability  cf  his  not  having  done  so. 

This  gentleman  united  in  himself  the  office  of  re- 
ceiver and  president  of  the  bank  of  Edwardsville.  As 
receiver,  he  had  positive  orders  to  make  his  deposites 
in  that  bank,  and  was  bound  to  make- monthly  returns 
of  his  accounts  to  the  secretary  of  the  treasury.  As 
president,  it  was  his  duty  to  have  monthly  returns  of 
the  state  of  the  bank,  and  the  amount  of  public  de- 
posites therein,  regularly  transmitted  to  the  secretary. 
Is  i , then,  to  be  believed,  that  he  should  have  with- 
held the  deposites  contrary  to  his  orders,  without 
having  given  to  Mr:  Crawford  some  reason,  either  as 
receiver,  or  president,  for  his  having  done  so?  And, 
if  he  had  failed  to  perform  this  duty,  is  it  credible 
that  Mr.  Crawford  would  have  been  so  negligent  and 
inattentive  to  his  duty,  and  so  regardless  of  the  public 
interest,  as  not  to  have  called  him  to  an  account  for 
such  conduct? 

But,  if  further  confirmation  of  the  letter’s  having 
been  written,  and  received  by  Mr.  Crawford,  too, 
were  wanting,  strong  presumptions  in  favor  of  both  j 
may  be  derived  from  the  very  guarded  and  charac-  J 
teristic  artifice  by  which  he  would  seem  equally  to 
deny  the  receipt  of  the  letter,  and  that  any  instruc- 
tions had  been  given  to  the  receiver  to  continue  to 
make  the  deposites.  Let  it  be  observed,  that  my 
statement,  as  quoted  by  Mr.  Crawford,  is,  “that  the 
receiver  informed  me  he  had  received  a LETTER 
from  the  secretary,  directing  him  to  continue  the  de- 
posites.” Mr.  Crawford  docs  not  deny  that  such  di- 
rections were  given,  but  he  says,  “it  appeal's  that  no 
ANSWER  to  such  letter,  directing  the  receiver  to 
continue  his  deposites,  was  ever  written,”  &c.  From 
this  peculiar  manner  of  denial,  I can  but  infer  that,  not 
being  willing,  from  some  cause  or  other,  to  admit  the 
receipt  of  the  letter,  Mr.  Crawford  contrived  to  give 
the  directions  under  some  other  form  or  pretext  than 
that  of  a direct  ANSWER  to  it.  But  that  such  direc- 
tions were  given,  I cannot  doubt,  though  I have  no- 
thing to  rely  upon  for  this  opinion  but  the  receiver’s 
word  for  the  fact.  If  Mr.  Crawford  did  not  write  to 
him  specially  on  the  subject  of  his  having  withheld 
the  deposites,  it  can  only  be  satisfactorily  accounted 
for  on  this  supposition,  that  he  (Mr.  Crawford)  did,  in 
some  form  or  other,  give  such  directions  as  he  sup- 
posed would  produce  the  proper  corrective. 

Another  fact,  in  confirmation  of  my  statement,  is, 
that  one  of  the  two  receivers  who  had  been  directed 
to  make  their  deposites  in  the  bank  of  Edwardsville, 
was  ordered  to  make  his  elsewhere.  But,  under 
what  pretext,  I do  not  know,  nor  do  I recollect  ever 
to  have  heard;  probably,  however,  under  some  one, 
equally  calculated  to  disguise  the  real  motive,  as  the 
giving  of  directions,  without  acknowledging  the  re- 
ceipt of  the  letter  that  produced  them. 

It  will  not,  I persuade  myself,  be  considered  a 
trifling  corroboration  of  my  statement,  that  it  was 
not  made  to  the  committee  for  the  first  time;  bir 
that,  in  a private  correspondence  between  Mr.  Cra  > 
ford  and  myself,  more  than  twelve  months  before 
examination  by  the  committee,  I had  assorted  the 
same  facts  substantially  to  himself. 
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In  my  letter  to  him  of  the  9th  February,  lo22, 
(which  I would  not  venture  to  refer  to,  il‘  1 had  not 
his  answer  to  it,)  I say,  “I  beg  leave  most  respectfully 
to  suggest,  that  it  would  be  but  an  act  of  justice  to 
me  to  present  my  publication  of  1819,  in  which  I de- 
clared I would  be  no  longer  responsible  for  the  bank 
[of  Edwardsville]  in  any  way  whatever.  This  pub- 
lication was  contained  in  the  St.  Louis  Enquirer, 
which  I believe  you  took  at  that  time.  It  was  also 
contained  in  a paper  which  I forwarded  to  you  myself* 
And  it  ii' us  enclosed , and  referred  to,  in  a letter  from  col « 
Stephenson , the  president  of  the  bank,  [rend  the  receiver 
also]  to  you,  which  letter,  he  informed  me,  had  been  an - 
steered . Since  the  fall  of  IS  19,  my  connexion  with 
that  bank  has  entirely  ceased,  except  that  I am  a 
stockholder  in  it,  without,  however,  ever  having  bor- 
rowed one  cent  from  it.” 

In  my  letter  to  Mr.  Crawford,  of  14th  February, 
1822,  I say  to  him,  “I  must,  however,  say,  sir,  that,  as 
the  information  in  the  treasury  department,  relative  to 
my  original  recommendation  of  the  bank  of  Edwards- 
jviile,  has,  for  some  time  past,  been  distinctly  under- 
stood, and  freely  used  in  this  place,  [Washington]  I 
can  but  consider  it  somewhat  unfortunate  for  me,  that 
other  communications  in  the  department,  which  ought  to 
have  terminated  all  responsibility  on  my  part,  have  not 
been  equally  known.  That  I was  the  cause  of  the 
deposites  being  made  there,  in  the  first  instance,  I 
freely  acknowledge.  But,  that  I unequivocally  declar- 
I ed,  I would  not  be  held  responsible  for  that,  or  any 
j other  bank,  in  any  way  whatever,  after  the  fall  oh. 
j 1319;  that  you  were  notified  thereof  indue  time;  that  th  - 
I deposites  have  not  been  continued  there,  in  cv  • . • 
jquence  of  my  recommendation  since  that  period; 
that  the  bank  was  then  in  a good  situation,  I m 
think,  according  to  my  present  impressions,  k. 
insist  upon.  And,  if  so,  the  partial  inform  Mu  n, 
in  circulation,  at  this  place,  is  not  calculated  to  do  ; 
that  justice,  which.  I hope,  I have  a right  to  ex  . . ’ 
from  your  magnanimity.  It  would,  therefore,  ah 
me  great  pleasure,  I assure  you,  sir,  that  the  w;  ■ < 
my  conduct  in  relation  to  that  business,  should  . e - 
I fully  known  as  to  be  nolonger  misundersto-  cl.” 

The  first  of  these  letters  was  written  five  days 
fore  his  report  of  the  14th  February,  1822.  i he 
second  bears  the  same  date  of  the  latter,  i hey  r.  : c 
both,  therefore,  have  been  written  before  any  charge 
of  suppressions  had  been  made,  or  suggested. 

Had  the  existence  of  the  receiver’s  letter  been  • 
niod,  or  the  slightest  intimation  of  questioning  it,  b cc 
given,  at  the  time  it  was  thus  asserted,  I could,  and 
would,  have  proved  every  fact  contained  in  my  state- 
ment in  regard  to  it,  by  that  gentleman  himself.  Bui: 
he  is  now  dead.  Mr.  Crawford  knew  this,  before  he 
made  the  report  in  question, — and  dead  men  cannot 
contradict  living  ones. 

No  one  can  read  the  interrogatories  that  were  put 
to  me,  by  the  committee,  and  believe  that  Mr.  Craw- 
ford was  not  well  informed  of  my  testimony,  before 
the  date  of  his  letter  to  the  chairman  of  the  same 
committee,  which  was  eleven  days  later  than  my  ex- 
amination. From  the  nature  of  the  inquiries  which 
he  wras  then  called  upon  to  answer,  they  afford  a.«? 
suitable  an  occasion,  as  the  one  he  has  selected,  for 
questioning  my  credibility.  Why,  then,  has  he  so 
long  postponed  it?  One  thing  is  certain,  it  never  ct  add 
have  been  undertaken  with  greater  hopes  of  success, 
than  when  it  was  supposed  1 should  have  no  opportu- 
nity of  defending  myself. 
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I will  now  submit  to  your  honorable  body  a few 
remarks,  to  shew  that  the  negative  statements  of  Mr. 
Crawford,  and  his  “officers  of  the  treasury  depart- 
ment,” however  confidently  relied  upon  by  him  for 
my  total  overthrow,  are  too  inconclusive  for  his  pur- 
pose. 

You  have  been  informed  by  him,  that,  previous 
to  the  calls  for  his  correspondence  with  the  local 
banks,  which  were  made  the  depositories  of  public 
money,  it  had  been  usual  to  refer  all  such  calls  to  Mr. 
Jones,  his  chief  clerk,  but  that,  in  these  cases,  another 
clerk  had  been  selected  to  collect  the  letters,  &.c. 


be  very  naturally  accounted  for,  according  to  the  pra<P 
tices  of  the  department. 

The  probability  of  this  supposition  is  greatly 
strengthened  by  the  following  case: 

Between  1316  and  the  3 1st  December,  1S19,  he 
received  important  communications  on  the  subject  of 
the  illicit  introduction  of  a large  number  of  African 
slaves  into  the  United  States,  which  strongly  impli- 
cated one  of  his  particular  friends.  By  a resolution 
of  the  house  of  representatives,  of  the  last  mentioned 
date,  he  was  directed  to  lay  before  the  house  copies 
of  such  communications  as  he  had  received  since 


which  were  called  for.  Why  this  change  was  made, ! 1816,  and  such  information  as  he  possessed,  in  relation 
at  that  peculiar  juncture,  (being  wholly  unaccounted  i to  the  illicit  introduction  of  slaves  into  the  United 
for  by  Mr.  Crawford,)  is  left  to  conjecture.  Was  Mr.  j States.  But,  notwithstanding  this  positive  call  upon 
Jones  incompetent  to  the  discharge  of  this  duty?  The  J him,  I assert,  and  1 challenge  investigation,  thathe  did 
very  station  he  holds  in  the  department  forbids  such  a1  withhold  letters  and  information  upon  this  subject, 
supposition, 
confidence? 


Had  he  proved  himself  unworthy  of ; implicating  his  friend,  which  ought  to  have  been 
If  so,  he  could  not  have  retained  his  : communicated  to  the  house,  and  some  of  which,  he 


station;  and  such  is  acknowledged  to  be  his  stern,  un-  : did  not  even  permit  “to  goon  the  files  of  the  depart- 
yielding,  inflexible  integrity,  that  no  one  could  have  j ment.”  Of  course,  it  might  be  very  truly  said  of  them, 
supposed  him  capable  of  a subserviency  in  any  unfair  j “that  no  such  Letters  are  to  be  found  on  the  files  of  the 
purpose.  I confess  I regret  that  the  change  was  made:  department;  and  that  the  officers  employed  in  it  have 
for,  had  it  not  been,  I cannot  resist  the  belief,  that  I no  recollection  of  the  receipt  of  them;”  for,  having 
should  have  been  spared  much  of  the  labor  of  this  vin- ; been  deposited  in  his  own  private  bureau,  those  offi- 
dication.  But,  without  yielding  to  unavailing  re-  cers  could  have  no  means  of  ascertaining  the  fact, 
grets,  I must  be  content  to  take  things  as  I find  them.  ' and  the  very  motives  for  withholding  them  from  the 
I,  therefore,  proceed  to  examine  the  testimony  that  is  . files,  would  render  fruitless  all  attempts  to  find 


offered  against  me. 


sivers ” to  them  “by  an  examination  of  the  records  of 


Thisis  substantially,  1st.  That  no  such  letter  from  j the  department.”  And  yet,  there  is  no  doubt  of 


the  rece:  er  [as  that  mentioned  in  my  examination] 
is  to  be  found  in  the  files  of  the  department.  2.  That 
the  officers  employed  in  it  have  no  recollection  of 
the  receipt  of  such  a letter.  And  3.  That  the  records 
of  the  department  do  not  show  that  it  was  answered. 

Supposing  it  to  be  true,  that  this  letter  cannot  be 
found  “in  the  files  of  the  department,”  it  by  no  means 
proves  that  it  was  not  received  by  Mr  Crawford. 

This  is  not  the  first  occasion  on  which  I have  had 


their  having  been  received,  and  the  strongest  proba- 
bility that  they  were  answered  also.  If  the  authority 
of  the  house  of  representatives  was  not  sufficient  to 
obtain  their  production,  the  non-production  of  th« 
letter  of  the  receiver  at  Edwardsville  ought  not  to 
excite  a moment’s  surprsie. 

But,  it  also  appears  that  he,  and  his  “officers  of 
the  treasury  department,”  have  not  been  able  to  find 
a great  number  of  other  letters,  and  even  some  of  his 


to  regret  that  a letter  received  by  him  could  not  be  ! own  official  ones,  when  required  by  other  calls  of  the 
found,  when  it  became  necessary  for  my  defence.  j house;  or,  if  they  could  have  been  found,  they  were 
Finding  myself  grossly  misrepresented  in  relation  ! suppressed.  Of  this,  the  documents  furnished  bv 
to  a letter  I had  written  to  him,  and  being  determined  | himself  afford  both  abundant  and  conclusive  proof, 
to  vindicate  myself  against  the  insinuations  that  were  , Many  instances  might  be  stated.  For  the  sake  of 
predicated  upon  it,  I wrote  to  him.  on  the  5th  Jan.  j brevity,  I will  allude  to  a few  of  them  only. 

1S2L,  requesting  a copj  of  it.  In  his  reply,  dated  iCth  j Several  cases  of  this  kind  are  presented  by  the  cor- 
January,  1821,  he  says,  “The  letter  which  you  ; respondence  with  the  bank  of  Huntsville.  I will  refer 
have  described  in  yours  of  the  5th  instant,  has  been  • to  but  one  of  them.  This  is  too  conclusive  for  any 
sought  for  in  vain.  Mr.  Jones  states  that,  according  artifice  to  elude  it;  and  it  requires  but  a bare  inspec 


to  the  best  of  his  recollection,  he  considered  it  not  of 
a description  to  goon  the  files,  and  that  consequently 
it  was  not  filed.  If  his  recollection  is  correct,  it  ac- 
counts for  the  absence  of  the  letter  from  the  files,  and 
for  its  being  lost  or  mislaid.”  My  letter  being  thus 
disposed  of,  Mr  Crawford,  in  his  answer,  impliedly 
repeated  one  of  the  insinuations  above  referred  to. 
This  was  promptly  repelled  by  me;  and,  since  then,  I 
have  heard  no  more  on  that  subject 


tion  of  the  documents  themselves  to  be  convinced 
| of  it. 

j In  his  letter  L.  No.  7,  to  the  president  . of  the  bank 
, of  Huntsville,  dated  the  30th  July,  1819,  he  says, 
“You  will  perceive,  by  the  contents  of  MY  LETTER 
| OF  THE  9th  INSTANT,  that  the  failure  of  the  Nash- 
ville  bank  and  its  offices,  was,  at  that  time , known  to 
j this  department.  It  was  then  foreseen  that  the  bank 
i of  Huntsville  could  not  fail  to  be  injuriously  affected 


From  this  case  alone,  it  might  not  be  unreasonable  ; by  that  event,  and  b)7  others  of  a similar  nature,  which 


to  presume  that  some  similar  disposition  may  have 
been  made  of  the  letter  now  in  question.  But,  with 
every  motive  to  make  such  an  assertion,  Mr.  Craw- 
ford has  not  ventured  to  say  he  did  not  receive  this 


were  then  anticipated.  *********  The  rea- 
sons stated  in  MY  LETTER  OF  THE  9th  INSTANT, 
in  favor  of  the  prompt  adoption,  by  the  bank,  of  the 
measures  necessary  to  the  transfer  of  the  public  money  in 


letter.  It  will  not  be  difficult  to  shew  that  other  letters, ; the  possession  of  the  bank,  beyond  the  permanent 
of  infinitely  more  importance,  have  been  received  by  : deposite,  remain  unimpaired.” 

him,  about  which,  it  might  he  truly  said,  “no  such  j This  letieryof  the  9th  July,  1S19,  is  also  referred  to 
letters  are  to  be  fouud  in  the  files  of  the  department.”  j in  letter  L.  No.  8,  from  the  president  of  the  bank  of 
He  has  sometimes  another  depository  for  them,  in  i Huntsville,  dated  September,  1819.  Yet  this  same 
which  the  letter  mentioned  in  my  examination  may  • LETTER  OF  THE  8th  INSTANT,  whose  “relevancy 
also  have  been  placed.  It  may  have  been  addressed  ; to  the  subject  matter  of  the  call”  admits  of  no  ques- 
to  him  “without  the  addition  of  the  secretary  of  the  tion,  “was  not  to  be  found  on  the  files  of  the  depart- 
treasury,”  which  we  have  seen  gravely  insisted  on  ment,”  or  it  was  purposely  suppressed,  for  it  has  net 
as  giving  him  a right  to  consider  any  letter  as  “a  pri-  ! been  communicated. 

vate  paper,”  though  exclusively  relating  to  matters  of!  By  an  examination  of  the  documents  No.  66  and 
official  duty.  Or  he  may  have  “considered  it  not  of!  No.  119,  it  will  be  seen  that  more  than  half  the  ccr- 
a description  to  go  on  the  files;”  and  thus  may  “its  ! respondence  with  the  bank  of  Missouri,  though  called 
absence  from  the  files,”  or  “its  beinglost  or  mislaid,”  J for  by  a resolution  of  the  house,  had  been  suppressed 
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The  importance  and  very  delicate  import  of  a few  of  committee,  he  says,  “it  is  the  general  direction  of  the 


these  letters,  will  be  noticed  presently,  m connexion 
with  another  subject. 

But,  though  there  were  two  calls  in  this  case,  either 
of  which  rendered  it  the  duty  of  Mr.  Crawford  to 
have  transmitted  all  the  correspondence;  and  though, 
in  answering -the  second  call,  he  expressly  stated 
that  he  had  transmitted  “ all  the  correspondence  re- 
quired by  the  resolution,  except  two  letters  from  the 
receiver  at  St.  Louis,  which  were  of  a confidential  na- 


secretary,  when  information  is  called  for,  to  give  every 
thing  that  relates  to  the  subject.  When  the  call  was 
made,  I looked  over  all  the  papers,  filed  and  unfiled,  re- 
lating to  the  subject.  The  papers,  after  selected,  are 
laid  before  the  secretary;  and,  in  this  case , he  direct- 
ed me  to  collect  every  thing  in  the  office  relating  to 
the  subject.  They  were  selected  and  submitted  to  his 
inspection.  In  this  case,  from  the  urgency  of  it,  I took 
the  originals  and  rough  drafts.  The  papers  remained 


ture,”yet,  your  honorable  body  will  find  very  strong  ' some  time  before  the  secretary,  while  he  was  making 
reasons  to  doubt  the  correctness  of  this  statement,  the  report,  after  I gave  them  to  him,  and  before  he 
and  I shall  be  much  surprised  if  the  third  call,  with  j communicated  to  the  house.” 

which  he  has  so  tardily  complied,  has  been  sufficient ; Let  it  be  recollected  that  Mr.  Dickins  is  oneof  Mr. 
to  draw  from  him  all  the  correspondence,  even  with  : Crawford’s  witnesses  against  me,  and  enjoys  his 
the  bank  of  Missouri.  The  omission  of  letters,  ad-  highest  confidence.  Now,  if,  this  gentleman  swears 
dressed  to  the  department,  might  be  accounted  for  on  the  truth,  I w ould  ask,  how  it  could  have  happened 
the  supposition  that  they  might  have  miscarried.  But  that  so  many  letters  of  the  correspondence  with  the 
this  is  a casualty  to  which  the  letter,. or  copies  of  the  , banks  of  Huntsville  and  Missouri  alone,  were  sup- 
letter,  of  the  secretary  himself,  which  should  always  pressed,  without  Mr.  Crawford’s  sanction ? 
remain  in  the  department,  are  notliable.  They  may,  • The  document,  No.  119,  before  referred  to,  most 
however,  sometimes  disappear,  as  the  letter  of  the  indisputably  proves  that  upwards  of  twenty  letters  of 
receiver  at  Edwardsville  seems  to  have  done.  If  not,  the  correspondence  with  the  latter  bank  were  sup- 
it  will  be  difficult  to  account  for  the  absence  of  a 'pressed,  on  the  first  call  for  them;  and  that  these 
letter  of  the  30th  July,  IS  19,  which  is  presumed  to  very  letters  were  “in  theoffice.”  If,  then,  Mr.  Dickins 
have  been  addressed  by  Mr.  Crawford  to  the  bank  of  did  collect,  and  lay  before  Mr.  Crawford,  "all  the 
Missouri,  upon  the  authority  of  a report  of  a com- j papers,  filed  and  unfilled,  relating  to  the  subject,” 
mittee  of  the  legislature  of  Missouri,  at  its  session  in  j which  he  was  so  strictly  ordered  to  do,  and  swears 
1832.  I he  did;  by  whom  could  the  suppression  of  so  great  a 

This  wras  a committee  appointed  to  examine  into  ! portion  of  the  correspondence  with  the  bank  of  Mis- 
the  concerns  of  the  bank  of  Missouri.  Mr.  Craw- ! sour i have  been  effected?  If  not  by  Mr.  Crawford, 
ford’s  letters  to  that  bank  were  submitted  to  the  in- ! bis  own  statement  shows  that  it  must  have  been  done 
spection  of  the  committee,  and  the  report,  Which  I ' by  Mr.  Dickins.  To  "permit  so  flagrant  a breach  of 
have  the  honor  herewith  to  transmit,  (11)  contains  i trust  and  confidence  to  pass  with  impunity,  is  to  sanc- 
extracts  from  several  of  them,  among  which,  is  one,  ! tion  it.  If  this  suppression  escaped  Mr.  Craw'ford’s 


from  his  letter  of  30th  July,  1819,  of  which  enough 
appears  to  prove  that  it  was  embraced  by  the  call, 
and  ought  to  have  been  communicated,  unless,  indeed, 
it  is  a mere  fabrication  by  the  committee,  for  which 
no  imaginable  motive  can  be  perceived. 

I have  not  time  to  dwell  upon  several  curious  par- 
ticulars that  are  disclosed  by  this  report.  I beg  leave, 
however,  to  refer  your  honorable  body  to  the  contract 
with  the  bank  of  Missouri,  as  therein  set  forth.  An 
inspection  of  it  will  enable  you  to  decide  at  once 
whether  it  is  correctly  represented  in  Mr.  Crawford’s 
report  of  it,  and  whether  he  had  a right  to  withdraw 
any  part  of  the  permanent  deposit?.,  under  any  pre- 
tence whatever,  before  the  expiration  of  six  months 
“after  it  ceased  to  be  employed  to  receive  the  public 
moneys.” 

In  regard  to  the  letters  that  have  been  alluded  to,  I 
will  barely  remark,  that,  if  so  many  cf  them,  actu- 


notice,  when  be  answered  the  first  call  for  those  let- 
ters, he  could  not  have  been  ignorant  of  it,  when  he 
shortly  afterwards  complied  with  the  second  call,  by 
transmitting  the  very  letters  that  had  been  suppressed. 
Yet,  we  have  never  heard  that  Mr.  Dickins  has  been 
punished,  in  any  manner  whatever;  and  from  the  re- 
lation in  which  these  gentlemen  stand  to  each  other, 
it  cannot  be  presumed  that  he  has  been  even  blamed. 

Again:  Mr.  Crawford,  in  his  testimony,  says,  “itis 
usual  when  resolutions  require  information  which  the 
records  or  files  of  the  office  afford,  to  send  copies; 
hut  when  there  is  a press  of  business,  the  ORIGI- 
NALS are  sometimes  sent,  as  in  the  pressnt  case.” 

Thus,  it  appears,  from  the  oaths  of  these  two  gen- 
tlemen, that  Mr.  Dickins  delivered  all  the  “originals 
and  rough  drafts”  to  Mr.  Crawford;  ar.d  that  the  lat- 
ter sent  them  all  to  the  house.  No  one,  therefore, 
could  reasonably  expect  to  find  COPIES  among  them. 


ally  belonging  to  the  department,  could  not  be  found  ; Yet,  upon  an  examination  of  the  correspondence 
on  “its  files,”  it  will  not  be  strange  if  it  shall  hereaf-  j with  the  Huntsville  bank  alone,  it  will  be  found  that 
ter  appear  that  the  letter  of  the  receiver,  at  Edwards-  ! about  one  third  of  the  pages  it  occupies,  and  more 
vi.lle,  has  been  overlooked;  or,  if  the  former  were  J than  that  proportion  of  the  letters,  are  given  as  EX- 
pu’-posely  suppressed,  there  is  nothing  improbable  in  j TRACTS.  These,  surely,  cannot  be  ORIGINALS, 
the  belief  that  the  latter  has  shared  the  same  fate.  j unless  Mr.  Crawford  and  the  president  of  the  bank  of 
But  this  letter  may  have  been  received  by  Mr.  Craw-  j Huntsville  were  in  the  habit  of  sending  EXTRACTS 
ford,  and  he  may  have  forgotten  it.  > of  their  own  letters  to  each  other — a novelty  that  can 

This,  I presume,  I may  fairly  domonstrate,  by  , scarcely  be  believed  to  have  occurred, 
shewing  that  his  memory  has  been  extremely  treach-  j But,  besides  the  striking  variance  between  Mr. 
erous,  in  other  instances,  of  far  greater  consequence.  , Crawford’s  statement,  of  having  sent  the  originals  to 
For  this  purpose,  I beg  leave,  in  the  first  place,  to  the  house,  and  the  fact  of  this  case,  the  transforma- 
call  the  attention  of  your  honorable  body  to  his  oath,  tion  of  those  originals  into  extracts,  requires  explana- 
hefore  the  committee.  tion,  at  least.  It  is  difficult  to  conjecture  any  motive 

Regardless  of  the  salutary  admonitions  of  the  pro-  for  sending  these  extracts , instead  of  the  originals , 
verb  “of  the  glass  windows,”  he  has  treated  my  oath  unless  it  was  for  the  purpose,  of  omitting  and  with- 
somewhat  freely,  and  he  can  have  no  reasonable  i holding  something  which  the  lattei  contained;  and  if 
cause  to  complain  if  his  own  shall  undergo  a slight  in-  Mr.  Crawford  '■'■never  sanctioned  the  omission  of  ANY 
vestigation.  PART  of  the  correspondence,”  by  whom,  and  with 

On  his  examination  before  the  committee,  he  says, 1 what  motives,  could  these  extracts  have  been  made, 
“J  never  sanctioned  the  omission  ofi  ANY  PART  ofi  the  ■ and  foisted  into  the  place  of  the  originals? 
correspondence .”  ! It  cannot  he  too  much  to  say  that  there  appears  to 

Now  let  us  hear  Mr.  Dickins,  his  confidential  clerk.  { have  been  considerable  forgetfulness  in  some  part  of 
On  the  examination  of  this  gentleman  before  the  same  j this  affair. 
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Mr.  Crawford  must  also  have  forgotten  the  resolu- 
tion of  ,816,  when,  in  direct  violation  of  its  positive 
injunctions,  he  received  from  certain  local  banks,  in 
discharge  of  their  debts  to  the  United  States,  and  at 
par,  the  large  amount  of  uncurrent  notes,  which,  in 
his  report,  he  admits  lie  did  receive  from  them. 

But  his  memory  must  have  been  much  more  unfor- 
tunately treacherous  to  him,  in  two  other  particulars, 
relating  to  this  business,  for,  1 shall  show  that  he  has 
made  two'palpable  and  important  misstatements  in  re- 
gard to  it. 

Being  called  on  by  a resolution  of  the  house  of  re- 
presentatives to  state  the  amount  of  uncurrent  pa- 
per, which  he  received  from  the  local  banks,  that 
had  been  made  depositories  of  public  money,  receiv- 
ed from  the  sale  of  public  lands,  he  admits  the  receipt 
of  a large  amount  from  the  banks  of  Edwardsville, 
Missouri  and  Tombeckbee.  But  as  an  excuse  for  his  j 
conduct,  he  represents  those  notes  to  have  been  de-  j 
posited  in  these  banks  “before  the  date  of  their  con- 
tracts,” under  which,  they  agreed  to  account  for  the 
public  deposites  as  specie. 

This  I do  most  unequivocally  and  positively  aver 
to  be  a misrepresentation  and  an  indefensible  apology, 
and  your  honorable  body  cannot  fail  to  be  convinced 
of  it,  by  adverting  to  the  contracts  themselves.  I will 
refer  to  only  one  of  them  at  present.  The  very  first 
article  of  the  contract  with  tne  bank  of  Edwardsville, 
under,  which  it  received  the  first  cent  of  public  de- 
posites, is  in  the  following  words,  viz:  “1st.  That  the 
public  moneys  shall  be  entered  to  the  credit  of  the 
treasurer  a-  cash:”  which  may  be  seen  in  document 
No.  66,  letter  G.  No.  1 and  2. 

But,  for  his  own  opinion  upon  the  subject,  even  in 
a case  where  there  had  been  no  express  stipulation 
“to  pay  cash,”  I refer  your  honorable  body  to  his  let- 
ter L,  No.  1,  to  the  president  of  the  bank  of  Hunts- 
ville, dated  11th  January,  IS  18,  where  it  will  be 
found  that  he  says,  “in  making  the  Planters’  and  Mer- 
chants’ bank  of  Huntsville  a place  of  deposite,  at  its 
particular  solicitation,  it  was  expected  that  the  trans- 
fer of  the  funds  which  it  undertook  to  make,  wrould 
be  effected  in  funds  that  circulated  at  par  at  the  place 
where  the  transfer  was  directed.  As  the  receiver 
had  been  directed  to  receive  the  bills  on  no  banks 
which  did  not  discharge  them  in  specie  upon  demand, 
it  wras  expected  that  the  bank  would  be  answerable 
for  the  amount  deposited  in  specie,  or  in  bills  which 
would  be  received  as  specie,  at  the  place  to  ’which 
the  money  should  be  directed  to  be  transferred,  un- 
less it  should  state  the  contrary.” 

But  this  is  not  the  worst  case:  he  has?  in  the  same 
report,  misstated  the  amount  of  uncurrent  notes, 
which  he  did  receive  from  those  banks,  making  it 
much  less  than  it  actually  was ; and  some  of  the  suppress- 
ed letters  in  the  correspondence  with  the  bank  of 
Missouri  will  prove  it. 

This  statement,  no  doubt,  will  surprise  and  aston- 
ish your  honorable  body;  but  you  will  not  long  re- 
gard it  as  a proof  of  temerity.  I shall,  however, 
content  myself  with  barely  stating  enough  to  carry 
resistless  conviction  to  your  own  minds  of  the  truth 
of  it.  None  shall  doubt  who  will  either  read  or  hear 
the  testimony  exhibited  to  you  by  Mr.  Crawford  him- 
self. 

The  suppressed  letters  B.  No.  13,  from  the  presi- 
dent of  the  bank  of  Missouri,  dated  11th  October, 
ISIS,  and  B.  No.  19,  from  Thomas  Reddick,  agent  of 
that  bank,  dated  18th  February,  1820,  taken  in  con- 
nection with  Mr.  Crawford’s  settlement  with  the  said 
agent,  will  prove  that  the  sum  of  $1,176,  which  he, 
(Mr.  Crawford),  received  from  that  bank,  though 
artfully  stated  so  as  to  disguise  the  fact,  was  compos- 
ed of  $290  of  notes  on  the  Franklin  bank  of  Alexan- 
dria, and  $885  on  the  Mechanics’  bank  of  Alexan- 
dria. 


His  own  suppressed  letter  B,  No.  7,  dated  29th 
May,  1819,  contains  a notification  to  the  bank  of  Mis- 
souri, of  the  failure  of  the  former  of  these  banks. 
And  a friend  has  furnished  me  with  the  following  ex- 
tract from  the  files  of  the  National  Intelligencer  in  re- 
gard to  the  latter,  viz:  “August  2.Sth,  1819.  The 
Mechanics’  bank  of  Alexandria  doe-  not  redeem  its 
notes  in  specie,  and  its  notes  no  longer  pass  here  cur- 
rently.” 

The  suppressed  letters,  B,  No.  25,  from  himself  to 
the  president  of  the  bank  of  Missouri,  dated  14th  No- 
vember, 1820,  and  the  president’s  answer,  B,  No.  26, 
dated  12th  December,  1820,  willshowthat  he  receiv- 
ed from  that  bank  $40,156,  in  notes  on  the  bank  of 
Tennessee,  and  its  branches,  which  were  deposited  in 
the  branch  of  the  United  States’  bank,  at  Louisville, 
on  the  21st  of  May,  1820,  to  meet  the  treasurer’s 
draft. 

A report  from  Luke  Lea,  pension  agent  at  Knox- 
ville, to  J.  L.  Edwards,  of  the  pension  office,  dated 
1 27th  January,  1823,  shows  that  these  notes  were 
I “ mostly  on  the  branches  of  the  Knoxville  bank.” 

I have  in  my  possession  proof  that  those  branches 
J stopped  payment  in  the  summer  of  1819,  but  I deem  it 
unnecessary  to  exhibit  it,  as  every  member  of  the 
| delegation  irr  congress,  from  Tennessee,  as  well  as 
j other  members  of  congress,  must  know  that  they  had 
| failed  to  redeem  their  notes  in  specie,  long  before 
the  notes  in  question  were  received  by  Mr.  Craw- 
ford. It  is  only  necessary  to  add,  that  none  of  these 
notes  are  included  in  the  amount  of  uncurrent  notes 
reported  by  Mr.  Crawford. 

Now,  though  the  probability  that  these  mis-state- 
ments were  innocently  made,  is  somewTiat  weakened 
by  the  suppression  of  the  letters  that  would  have  de- 
tected their  inaccuracies,  I do  not  deem  it  necessa- 
ry to  insist  that  they  prove  any  thing  more  than  a 
greater  degree  of  forgetfulness  and  inadvertence, 
than  to  have  forgot  or  overlooked  such  a trifling  affair 
as  the  letter  mentioned  in  my  examination.  If  they 
were  intentional,  it  would  prove  the  statement  made 
against  me  so  much  the  less  entitled  to  credit. 

In  making  deposites  in  the  local  banks  of  Louis- 
ville, Cincinnati,  Chilicothe  and  of  the  District  of 
Columbia,  (in  all  of  which  places  branches  of  the 
bank  of  the  United  States  were  established),  and,  in 
some  instances,  continuing  those  deposites  for  years 
in  succession,  without  making  any  report  thereof  to 
congress,  Mr.  Crawford  must  have  forgot,  for  a very 
longtime,  indeed,  and  on  a great  variety  of  occasions,, 
both  the  letter  and  intention  of  the  following  section 
in  the  law  establishing  the  bank  of  the  United  States, 
viz: 

uBc  it  enacted,  fyc.  That  the  deposites  of  the  money 
of  the  United  States  in  places  which  the  said  bank  or 
branches  thereof  may  be  established,  shall  be  made 
in  said  bank  or  branches  thereof,  unless  the  secreta- 
ry of  the  treasury  shall,  at  any  time,  otherwise  order 
and  direct;  in  which  case  the  secretary  of  the  trea- 
sury shall  immediately  lay  before  congres,  if  in  session, 
and  if  not,  immediately  after  the  commencement  of  the  next 
session,  the  reasons  of  such  order  or  direction.” 

Indeed,  I am  under  the  impression  that,  notwith- 
standing his  compliance  with  the  above  requisition, 
on  the  10th  December,  1817,  which  proved  that  it 
was  then  fresh  in  his  recollection,  and  though  his 
connection  with  the  bank  of  the  United  States,  its 
pressing  wants,  and  the  nature  of  the  business  he  had 
to  transact  with  it,  were  all  calculated  to  recal  his 
attention  to  that  part  of  his  duty,  almost  every  day, 
he  himself  has,  in  some  one  of  his  reports,  admitted 
that  he  had  overlooked  it  through  “mere  inadvertence .” 

I regret  to  have  to  say  to  your  honorable  body,  that 
both  the  state  of  my  health,  and  the  want  of  time,  ab- 
solutely compel  me,  most  reluctantly,  to  close  this 
investigation  of  Mr.  Crawford’s  well-timed  statement 
against  me.  In  this  situation,  I beg  leave  to  refer 
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you,  for  further  facts,  of  which  1 might,  under  more 
favorable  circumstances,  fairly  and  successfully 
avail  myself,  to  a few  of  the  publications  under  the 
signature  of  “A.  15.”  herewith  transmitted. 

Avowing  myself  the  author  of  these  publications, 
and,  with  the  exception  of  a few  unimportant  typo- 
graphical errors,  and  a mere  verbal  inaccuracy  in 
regard  to  the  time  of  a certain  report  being  made, 
re-asserting,  before  your  honorable  body,  and  the  na- 
tion, that  the  facts  they  allege  are  substantially  true, 
I do  most  respectfully  solicit  that  they  may  be  taken 
as  a "art  of,  and  be  printed  with  this  communication. 
In  order  to  strengthen  my  claim  to  this  indulgence, 
comoining  all  the  rights  of  defence,  of  accusation, 
and  of  asking  for  investigation,  which  can  entitle  me, 
us  a citizen  of  the  United  States,  or  an  officer  of  their 
government,  to  appear  before  your  honorable  body,  I 
do  expressly  state: 

1.  That  the  honorable  William  H.  Crawford,  se- 
cretary of  the  treasury,  has  mismanaged  the  national 
funds. 

2.  That  he  has  received  a large  amount  of  uncur- 
rent notes  from  certain  banks,  in  part  discharge  of 
their  debts  to  the  United  States,  contrary  to  the  re- 
solution of  congress  of  1816. 

3.  That,  being  called  on  by  a resolution  of  the 
house  of  representatives  to  state  the  amount  of  uncur- 
rent notes  which  he  received  from  these  banks,  he 
has  misstated  it,  making  it  less  than  it  really  was. 

4.  That  he  has,  in  his  report  to  the  house,  misre- 
presented the  obligations  of  those  banks,  or  some  one 
of  them,  at  least,  and  predicated  thereon  an  indefen- 
sible excuse  for  his  conduct  in  receiving  those  un- 
eurrent  notes. 

5.  That  he  has  acted  illegally,  in  a variety  of  in- 
stances, by  making  and  continuing  deposites  of  public 
money  in  certain  local  banks,  without  making  report 
thereof  to  congress,  according  to  law:  and 

6.  That  he  has,  in  several  instances,  withheld  in- 
formation and  letters,  called  for  by  the  house,  and 
which  it  was  his  duty  to  have  communicated. 

His  oath — Let  it  speak  for  itself. 

For  specifications  of  these  statements,  I offer  the 
publications  under  the  signature  of  “A.  B.”  above 
mentioned,  and  this  communication;  and,  for  proof, 
I offer  that  which  they  respectfully  refer  to. 

All  this  Ido  defensively;  for,  if  the  facts  stated  be 
true,  no  rational  man  can  doubt  that  they  must  weak- 
en, at  least,  the  force  of  Mr.  Crawford’s  statement 
against  me. 

I will  not  charge  him  with  bad  intentions  in  any  of 
those  acts.  It  is  more  properly  the  duty  of  others  to 
inquire  into  and  judge  of  that  matter.  Ido  not  ask 
for  an  investigation  of  his  conduct.  Such  a request 
ought  more  naturely  to  be  looked  for  from  himself. 
But  I will  say,  that,  if  being  an  officer  of  the  same 
government  under  ivhich  he  holds  his  office,  I have 
wilfully  and  maliciously  misrepresented  him,  in  the 
six  foregoing  allegations,  it  is  a misdemeanor  that 
would  prove  me  unworthy  of  the  office  I hold.  I in- 
vite him,  or  any  of  his  friends,  to  make  this  charge 
against  me,  pledging  myself  to  waive  all  notice,  and, 
with  all  the  disadvantages  of  absence,  to  submit  to  an 
investigation  thereof  by  either  or  both  houses  of  con- 
gress, and  to  abide  by  the  decision  thereupon.  If 
this  proposition  is  declined,  I trust  we  shall  have  no 
more  canting  about  an  “A.  B.  plot.”  As  to  myself,  I 
fear  not  the  consequences  of  any  fair  investigation, 
for  I know  1 shall  be  able,  whatever  may  be  the  re- 
sult, to  justify  myself  to  the  nation.  And  never  hav- 
ing obtained  any  office  by  the  slightest  sacrifice  of  in- 
dependence, I never  will  owe  the  holding  of  one  to 
reluctant  forbearance,  or  the  courtesy  of  my  ene- 
mies. 

I will  only  add,  that,  if  any  attempt  should  hereaf- 
ter be  made,  meanly  to  take  advantage  of  my  absence, 
ffiy  those  who  have  forborne  to  attack  me  when  I could 


have  had  an  opportunity  of  defending  myself,  I must 
beg  of  your  honorable  body,  and  the  nation,  to  sus- 
pend your  opinions,  and  to  be  assurred  that  there 
shall  be  no  avoidable  delay  in  vindicating  myself.  T 
have  in  reserve  much  matter  of  defensive  accusation, 
and  should  most  certainly  have  invited  your  atten- 
tion to  the  report,  concerning  the  receiver  of  public 
moneys  at  Huntsville,  and  other  mutters  of  not  less 
importance,  had  time  permitted. 

NINIAN  EDWARDS. 

Wheeling,  Fa.  April  G,  1824. 


A necessary  attention  to  the  topicks  of  the  day  l as 
left  but  little  room  for  any  other  matter.  We  must 
have  more  space,  by  the  aid  of  supplementary  sheets, 
though  the  cost  of  publishing  them  “in  these  hard 
times,”  is  an  affair  of  great  consideration.  The  ex- 
pense of  issuing  an  extra  half  sheet  only,  is  nearly 
sixty  dollars. 

ICPThe  annual  emission  of  bills,  (not bank  note*, 
though  such  are  hoped  in  exchange  for  some  of  them), 
from  this  office  is  now  nearly  completed,  and  a large 
part  of  the  subscribers  of  the  Register  have  been 
personally  informed,  or  may  ascertain  by  applyingto 
an  agent  in  their  neighborhood,  what  there  is  between 
them  and  me;  and  the  attention  of  all  is  earnestly, 
but  respectfully,  invited  to  make  remittances  or  pay- 
ment— and  all  moneys  sent  by  mail  are  at  the  risk  of 
the  editor.  The  necessity  of  this  will  appear  from  a 
consideration  of  the  fact,  that  the  amount  of  the  bills 
lately  sent  hence  to  different  distant  places,  is  not 
much,  if  any,  less  than  twenty-five  thousand  dollars, 
though  many  have  not  yet  been  personally  called  on, 
and  a considerable  sum,  (mother  accounts),  is  still  to 
be  forwarded. 

The  president  has  signed  the  bill  to  authorize 
certain  surveys  and  estimates  for  roads  and  canals, 
and  is  zealously  engaged  to  carry  the  law  into  instant 
effect.  We  shall  probably  hear  of  the  organization  of 
a board  of  engineers,  second  to  no  one  that  ever  was 
formed,  and  on  whose  accuracy  all  possible  reliance 
may  be  placed. 

SCP’Mr.  Tompkins’s  accounts.  In  a considerable 
part  of  the  last  impression,  page  139,  a mistake  v as 
made  by  adding  the  amount  now  due  to  Mr.  Tompkins, 
as  adjusted  by  the  president,  to  the  amounts  allowed. 
The  additional  allowance  is  only  the  sum  of  $60,233  40 
— or  the  whole  allowance  $1 1 1,063  06.  See  the  pre- 
sident’s message,  page  159.  The  claims  for  the  i'ai 
lure  of  sub-agents,  &c.  were  not  admitted. 

The  tariff  bill  still  engages  the  attention  of  the 
senate.  The  proposed  rise  of  duty  on  iron  and  hemp, 
and  the  prospective  duty  on  cotton  bagging,  with  the 
additional  duty  on  foreign  distilled  spirits,  have  been 
stricken  out,  and  the  minimum  value  on  cotton  goods 
has  been  reduced  from  35  to  30  cents — but  there  are 
strong  indications  that  a majority  of  one  in  the  Senate 
is  favorable  to  the  principle  of  the  bill,  and  we  under- 
stand it  is  probable  that  the  votes  concerning  iron 
and  hemp  will  be  re-considered,  with  a view  to  re- 
store to  the  first  the  duty  proposed  by  the  house,  and 
to  increase  the  duty  on  the  other,  though  not  so  high 
as  it  was  in  the  bill. 

The  new  senator  from  Illinois  is  daily  expected, 
and  much  is  supposed  to  depend  on  Ms  vote. 

A brief  notice  of  the  debate  in  the  senate  n >Te  ■ 
day  last  is  inserted,  for  the  reason  that  many  thii  g 
stated  will  be  required  for  future  use,  as  opposed  i 
the  facts  that  shall  be  adduced  to  shew  the  amount . . 
the  actual  and,  until  now,  universally  acknowlod- < 
protection  afforded  to  commerce,  at  the  plain  and  pa' 
pable  cost  of  the  people  of  the  United  States,  'fit 
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extracts  which  I shall  make  from  the  old  journals  and  ton  bagging,  Leghorn  bonnets  and  some  few  items 
debates  of  congress,  and  official  papers  of  various  not  mentioned  in  the  other, 
descriptions,  will,  at  least,  afford  information  on  the  

subject  to  most  persons,  for  few  have  access  to  such  American  canvas.  In  the  last  volume,  page  228, 
records.  we  gave  some  particulars  of  a very  interesting" manu- 

Mr.  Webster,  when  replying  to  Mr.  Clay,  in  the  ge-  facture  now  carried  on  in  Baltimore — to  supply  sails 
neral  discussion  of  the  tariff  question,  speaking  of  for  our  ships  by  the  labor  of  American  hands,  and  out 
commerce,  said — of  American  cotton;  and  we  spoke  of  the  superior 

“No  one,  sir,  acquainted  with  this  interest,  can  de-  strength  and  cheapness  of  the  American  article.  We 
ny  that  its  situation,  at  this  moment,  is  extremely  cri-  are  glad  to  learn  that  some  of  the  finest  vessels  that 
tical.  We  have  left  it,  hitherto,  to  maintain  itself  or  pe-  belong  to  the  United  States  are  about  to  be  clothed 
rish;  to  swim  if  it  can,  and  to  sink  if  it  cannot.  with  it,  and  that  the  demand  for  the  article  is  rapidly 

The  statute  book  says  that  the  navy  was  built  for  the  increasing. 

“protection  of  commerce,”  and  for  what  else  is  it  The  citizens  of  Baltimore  will  be  astonished  to 
that  squadrons  of  vessels  of  war  are  maintained  in  the  learn,  that  this  manufacture  of  Messrs.  Charles  C rook 
Mediterranean  and  South  seas?  They  are  officially  jun.  and  Brother,  affords  subsistence  to  more  than 
said  to  be  so  stationed  for  the  “protection  of  com-  fifty  families,  and  that  the  amount  cf  wages  paid  is 

between  five  and  six  hundred  dollars  a week!  Now, 
is  it  best  that  we  should  send  to  Russia  for  canvas, 
or  make  it  at  home,  out  of  a home-produced  material, 
and  thus  increase  the  market  for  our  cotton,  and  ar- 
rest the  progres  of  pauperism? 


merce”  in  those  seas.  We  shall  see  whether  the 
statutes  and  official  papers  are  wrong,  or  Mr.  Web- 
ster is  mistaken! 

Iron.  The  present  duty  on  iron,  in  bars  or  bolts, 
except  manufactured  by  rolling,  it  75  cents  per  112 
pounds. 


Tiie  salt  made  at  Salina,  N.  Y.  by  Mr.  Byington, 
The  duty  proposed  by  the  bill  introduced  by  Mr.  is  said  to  be  the  purest  that  is  known.  A carefufana- 
Baldwin  in  1820,  was  125  cents  per  cwt.  with*  a lysis,  made  at  New  York,  give  994  parts  muriate  of 
view  to  the  protection  of  its  manufacture,  the  f^mer  soda,  54  sulphate  of  lime,  and  4 muriate  of  magnesia, 
having  been  laid  with  an  exclusive  regard  to  re  venue,  without  any  sensible  deposit  of  insoluble  matter.  The 
This  bill  prevailed  in  the  house  of  representatives,  best  English  salt  is  9864  parts  muriate  of  soda,  the 
90  to  60,  and  its  consideration  was  postponed  to  the  best  Scotch  981  parts,  and  that  of  St.  Ubes  961,  where- 


next  session,  or  rejected,  by  the  senate,  22  to  21. 

In  1822,  Mr.  Baldwin  introduced  a new  bill,  in 
which  the  duty  on  iron  was  again  placed  at  125  cents 
per  cwt. 

In  March,  the  same  year,  the  committee  of  ways 
and  means,  (of  which  Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  now 


as  Byington’s  is  994. 

Tobacco.  Thirty-eight  hogsheads  of  tobacco,  rais- 
ed at  “Boon’s  Lick”  Missouri,  were  lately  sold  in  New 
York,  at  a high  price,  the  quality  being  excellent. 
Where  was  Boon’s  Lick  ten  years  ago?  Located,  per- 
of  the  senate,  was  chairman),  reported  a revenue  bill,  haps,. just  where  it  is  now,  about  300  miles  up  the 
on  which  the  duty  on  iron  was  fixed  at  one  dollar  per  Missouri — but  in  the  vast  wilderness  of  the  west, 
ewt.  Such  is  the  nature  of  our  widely  extended  country. 

The  bill  introduced  by  Mr.  Todd,  as  chairman  of  and  the  facilities  afforded  by  water  carriage,  that 
the  committee  on  manufactures,  at  the  present  ses-  such  a ponderous  article  as  tobacco  will  admit  of  an 
sion,  provided  for  a duty  on  iron  of  112  cents  per  cict.  interior  transportation  of  1500  or  2000  miles  before  k 
This  was  reduced  by  the  house  to  90.  The  senate,  on  reaches  the  market.  What  a prospect  does  this  afford 
Wednesday  last  week,  struck  out  the  item,  so  that  the  us  in  the  cultivation  of  hemp,  &,'c. 
duty  stands  at  seventy-five  cents,  for  112  lbs.  And  it  ] The  wonders  of  printing!  The  London  Observer, 
appears  a little  extraordinary  that  a gentleman  who  | of  the  12th  of  Jan.  last,  contained  two  sheets,  givinc; 
was  willing  to  put  the  duty  at  100  cents,  for  revenue,;  an  account  of  the  trial,  and  execution,  &c.  of  Thur- 
should  refuse  to  let  it  remain  at  90,  for  protection.  tell  for  the  murder  of  Weare:  137,000  copies  of  each 
In  the  revenue  or  treasury  bill  of  1S22,  in  respect  to  sheet  were  sold — they  produced  the  publishers  fifty- 
its  most  important  items,  the  rates  of  duty  were  five  thousand  five  hundred  dollars,  out  of  which  they 
nearly  as  high,  and  in  some  respects  higher,  than  paid  the  government  for  stamp-duty  sixteen  thousand 
they  were  in  the  bill  as  it  lately  passed  the  house;  but  dollars:  they  used  634  reams  of  paper,  the  weight 
the  first  being  considered  a revenue  measure  excited  of  which  was  mere  than  seven  tons.  If  it  had  been 
no  alarm,  among  the  ship-owners  and  others.  Peti-  printed  on  a press  of  the  best  construction  in  common 
tions  were  not  poured  in  against  it  as  against  Mr.  use,  it  would  have  been  required  to  work  for  three 
Tod’s  bill,  and  even  the  chambers  of  commerce  weeks,  night  and  day.  The  presses  of  all  the  great 
were  silent!  We  shall  shew  what  is  stated  by  a few  newspaper  establishments  in  London  are  worked  by 
examples — steam  power,  and  the  rapidity  with  which  the  ope- 

Duties  as  payable  by  the  bill  reported  by  the  com-  ration  is  performed  is  difficult  to  imagine,  though 
mittee  of  ways  and  means,  March  1S22,  and  by  the  the  fact  is  notorious, 
bill  which  passed  the  house  of  representatives,  April  j -? 

4824.  i Slave  trade.  Sac.  It  appears  that  a treaty  was 

Bill  of  1822.  Bill  of  1S24.  signed  at  London,  on  the  13th  March  between  Mr. 
On  woollens  25  percent.  30  per  cent.  Rush,  on  the  part  of  United  States,  and  Messrs.  S. 

cents  lb.  Canning  and  Huskisson,  on  the  part  of  the  British 
\ “ government,  to  give  mutual  right  of  search  to  the 

“ j commissioned  vessels  of  each  nation,  in  the  case  cf 
"0  p.  cwt.  vessels  suspected  cf  being  engaged  in  the  slave  trade. 


lead  in 


cents  lb. 


shot,  or  manufactured  3 “ 

hemp  2 ,“ 

iron,  in  bars  or  bolts,  fee.  100  d.  c~ 


in  sheet,  rods.  See. 
cables,  &e. 
nails 
castings 
paper,  writing 


3 per  lb.  ! It  is  said  that  this  treaty  has  been  received  at  W 
3 “ , ington.  

5 “ l Washington  and  New  Orleans — The  present  dis- 

1 per  lb.  j tance  of  the  mail  route  between  the  seat  of  the  na- 

17  “ 1 lional  government  aud New  Orleans,  through  the  state 

These  are  some  of  the  chief  things.  A great  many  |of  Tennessee,  is  computed  at  about  1500  miles:  but 
of  the  minor  articles  are  precisely  the  same.  Mo-  a rout  through  Carolina,  Georgia  and  Alabama  would 
lasses  was  placed  in  the  first  bill  at  six  cents  per  gal-  i not  exceed  900  miles — and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  one 

ion,  but  it  now  stands  at  5;  and  the  last  contains  cot-  ! will  be  surveyed. 


3 per  lb. 


100  per  owl 
12  per  lb. 
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Peale’s  Washington.  After  the  testimony  of  such  , 
men  as  judges  Marshall,  Washington  and  Peters,  col, ; 
J.  E.  Howard  and  others,  who  were  on  terms  of  inti- 
macy and  most  frequent  intercourse  with  the  father  of 
his  country,  my  approbation  though  I knew  him  well,  • 
(and  who  ever  saw  Washington  once,  and  forgot  him?)  ■ 
can  be  of  no  importance  to  the  artist,  Mr.  Rembrandt 
Peale,  to  whom  his  country  is  indebted  for  the  most  j 
faithful  likeness  of  that  great  man  that  there  is  in  j 
existence.  While  Mr.  Peale  was  yet  a youth,  the  gene-  ; 
ral  sat  for  him,  at  the  same  time  that  the  venerable  ; 
Charles  Peale  made  his  fourteenth  painting  of  the  hero, 
that  the  son  might  be  relieved  of  the  apprehension  : 
and  embarrassment,  caused  by  his  earnestness  to  suc- 
ceed in  so  great  a work,  and  the  venerable  painter 
kept  the  model  in  lively  conversation,  while  the  young  ; 
artist  was  engaged  to  catch  not  only  the  features,  but 
the  character  of  the  countenance  of  Washington;  and 
out  of  the  two  portraits  thus  taken,  and  intense  study, 
which  sometimes,  as  Mr.  Peale  says,  made  him  forget ; 
every  thing  else,  aided  by  other  useful  and  important ! 
materials,  we  have  the  present  portrait,  pronounced  [ 
by  all  who  ought  to  be  regarded  as  judges,  to  be — all 
that  a portrait  ever  can  be. 

Not  having  myself  ever  seen  Washington  but  when  j 
his  countenance  was  moulded  into  something  that  in- 
spired “awful  reverence,”  as  lord  Erskine  says,*  I 
had  thought  there  was  too  much  of  a sparkling  ani- 
mation in  it,  and  yet  it  is  grave,  collected,  settled  and 
serene,  and  some  consider  it  cold — but  certainly, 
it  is  most  like  the  living  original  of  any  thing  that  ; 
has  been  seen  since  his  death. 

It  is  a national  concern — a matter  connected  with  j 
the  best  feelings  of  the  American  heart,  that  this  I 
painting,  or  some  correct  copy  of  it,  should  be  pre- , 
served  as  national  property,  in  the  capitol  of  the : 
United  States.  It  would  perform  greater  works  in  I 
our  favor  than  the  famous  “Palladium”  was  supposed  j 
to  do  for  ancient  Troy.  A committee  has  the  subject ! 
before  them ; and,  as  we  learn  that  Mr.  Peale  intends  to  : 
take  this  portrait  to  Europe,  we  ought  not  to  hazard  a j 
loss  which  cannot,  perhaps,  be  repaired,  if  any  acci-  j 
dent  should  happen  to  it  or  to  him;  and  for  this  rea- 
son we  hope  that  measures  maybe  taken  to  preserve 
a correct  likeness  of  the  father  of  his  country,  while 
the  opportunity  is  afforded. 


*The  following  note  was  found  among  the  papers 
of  the  late  lord  Erskine,  and  shews  how  highly  he  es- 
timated the  character  of  our  illustrious  countryman. 
The  strong  expression  of  such  a man  as  Erskine;  a 
man  who  was  familiar  with  polished  life,  and  intimate 
with  the  highest  dignitaries  of  the  age,  that  Washing- 
ton was  the  “only  human  being  for  whom  he  ever 
felt,  an  awful  reverence ,”  proves  how  deeply  sensible 
he  was,  of  his  great  superiority  over  every  other  man, 
in  character,  talents  and  moral  worth.  What  a 
gratifying  compliment  to  an  American,  when  he  re- 
flects that  this  great  and  venerable  man,  to  whose  me- 
mory the  whole  civilized  world  pays  the  voluntary 
homage  of  its  profound  respect,  but  a few  years  before 
that  remark  was  made,  was  branded  by  the  British 
government  with  the  name  of  rebel,  and  a price  set  j 
upon  his  illustrious  head.  [Fed.  Gaz. 

“ To  general  Washington. 

“Sir:  I have  taken  the  liberty  to  introduce  your  au-  | 
gust  and  immortal  name,  in  a short  sentence,  which  is  j 
to  be  found  in  the  book  I send  to  you. 

“I  have  a large  acquaintance  among  the  most  valua-  j 
ble  and  exalted  classes  of  men;  but  you  are  the  only  j 
human  being,  for  whom  I ever  felt  an  awful  reverence. 

“I  sincerely  pray  God  to  grant  a long  and  serene 
evening,  to  a life  so  gloriously  devoted  to  the  univer- 
sal happiness  of  the  world.”  “T.  Erskine.” 

“ London , March  1797.” 


The  president.  I am  not  one  of  those  who  “fell 
down  and  worshipped”  Mr.  Monroe,  when  the  sun 
of  his  greatness  was  at  its  meridian,  nor  will  I be 
among  his  enemies  because  his  political  power  is  about 
to  pass  into  other  hands.  He  was  praised  without 
decency,  and  now  is  abused  without  shame.  A little 
while  ago,  and  language  was  wanting  to  express  the 
perfection  of  his  wisdom  and  virtue — and  now,  some 
who  would  have  wiped  the  dust  from  his  shoes  with 
their  tongues,  begin  to  throw  out  the  blackest  insin- 
uations on  his  character  and  conduct — public  and 
private.  That  he  has  pursued  a mistaken  policy,  in 
many  respects,  I have  often  taken  the  liberty  to  say — 
for  it  was  my  right  to  think  and  to  speak,  and  to  believe 
that  his  opinions,  in  several  cases,  rather  belonged  to 
the  last  than  the  present  generation  of  the  people; 
but  that  he  was  honest,  and  meant  to  promote  the 
good  of  his  country,  no  one  pretended  to  doubt,  until 
his  power  to  patronize  was  coming  to  a close;  when 
many,  like  the  ass,  in  the  fable  of  the  sick  lion,  turn 
their  heels  upon  him  to  kick  him  in  the  face. 

The  excess  of  praise  and  severity  of  abuse  have  a 
common  origin,  in  the  corruption  of  the  human  heart 
and  its  base  subserviency  to  those  who  dispense  “the, 
loaves  and  fishes”  of  office;  but  the  last  also  rests, 
in  some  degree,  on  that  fruitful  source  of  injury — 
the  practice  of  making  presidents  at  Washington. 
This  practice  causes  a congregation  of  all  the  “choice 
spirits ” of  the  land,  men  “above  the  dull  pursuits  of 
private  life,1  ’ to  act  on  particular  occasions  as  the 
master  spirits  may  direct,  and  the  creation  of  prefects, 
vested  with  the  charge  of  states,  counties,  cities, 
towns  and  villages  everywhere;  and  hence  it  is  that 
we  are  not  astonished,  when  a simultaneous  movement 
is  made,  from  Maine  to  Louisiana,  for  the  praise  or 
dispraise  of  an  individual,  to  be  put  up  or  put  down. 

These  things  have  not  exclusively  belonged  to  any 
sect  or  party — but  too  much  appertains  to  every  party 
seeking  power.  It  is,  perhaps,  one  of  the  taxes  that 
we  pay  for  our  liberties;  but  is  becoming  so  onerous 
that  the  people  must  interfere,  and  workout  their  own 
safety,  by  thinking  and  acting  for  themselves,  more 
than  they  have  done. 

The  progress  of  events  shall  be  marked,  and  that 
part  taken  which  shall  appear  to  be  due  to  the  cas6. 

New  Orleans.  On  the  6th  April,  ult.  there  were 
lying  in  the  port  of  New  Orleans,  67  ships,  128  brigs, 
52  schooners,  11  sloops  and  16  steam  boats.  The 
flat  boats  and  arks  were  from  a 150  to  200.  The 
shipping  list  of  the  day  contained  the  following  item: 

“Arrived,  steam  boat  Florence,  H.  Murray,  from 
Fort  Smith , Arkansas,  with  a keel  boat-cargo,  226  packs 
of  deer  skins,  16  do.  bear,  16  do.  hides,  73  bbls  tal- 
low, to  Nicks  and  Rogers,  on  board ; 33  packs  deer 
skins,  5 do.  bear,  1 do.  beaver,  1 do.  otter,  1 bbl. 
bear’s  oil,  1 do.  tallow,  to  M.  Webber,  on  board;  85 
bales  cotton,  225  packs  deer  skins,  1000  bear  skins, 
2 packs  otter,  300  gallons  bear’s  oil,  2 bbls.  bee’s  wax, 
to  col.  Boswell,  on  board.  Six  passengers.” 

Fortifications.  An  act  has  passed  both  houses, 
and  been  approved  by  the  president,  appropriating 
money  for  the  progress  of  certain  works  as  follows: 


For  Fort  Jackson,  at  Plaquemine  Turn 

$110,000 

at  Chef  Menteur 

100,000 

Mobile  Point 

125,000 

Monroe 

95,000 

Calhoun 

90,00 

For  the  purchase  of  a site.  &.c„  to  defend  the 

Narrows,  at  New  York 

50,000 

For  the  same,  on  Narragansett  bay 

50,000 

$620,000 

Small  pox.  We  have  a copy  of  the  official  state- 
, ment  of  the  medical  attendants,  of  the  number,  na- 
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tu.  ■ rmination  of  the  cases  of  the  small  pox, 

re : i the  smail  pox  hospital,  in  Philadelphia. 

’ ■ ■ • \ ere  158  cases  in  all — of  these  70  out  of  115 
wi:  • been  unprotected,  died;  of  25  who  had  been 
vac-  : . led,  none  died;  of  5 who  had  been  inoculated 
with  the  small  pox,  2 died.  The  condition  of  9 pa- 
tients, who  all  recovered,  was  not  known. 

From  Jerusalem,  a rabbi  of  the  Jews  has  recently 
arrived  at  Charleston,  to  claim  the  aid  of  the  “seed 
of  Abraham”  in  the  United  States,  for  the  payment  of 
certain  severe  requisitions  imposed  on  their  brethren 
resident  at  Jerusalem,  by  the  Turks — who  have 
taken  possession  of  the  persons  of  some  of  the  mosi 
distinguished  of  their  tribe,  and  hold  them  as  hostages 
for  the  contributions  demanded. 

Barbarism.  On  Tuesday  week,  (says  a late  Lon- 
don paper,)  a number  of  persons  attended  at  the  pa- 
rish church  of  Lancaster,  to  witness  the  novel  sight 
of  a female  doing  penance.  The  individual  was  Hannah 
Clough,  a prisoner  confined  in  the  gaol  for  debt,  from 
the  Ecclesiastical  court  of  Chester!  In  consequence  of 
this  recantation  she  is  set  at  liberty;  otherwise  she  would 
have  been  confined  for  life. 

Live  the  Constitution!  There  is  an  old  live  oak 
stump  on  Mr.  Couper’s  plantation,  (St.  Simon’s)  near 
Darien,  Georgia,  from  which  the  original  stern  post 
of  the  Constitution  was  taken — shortly  after  the  cap- 
ture of  the  Guerriere,  by  that  vessel,  a bay  tree  sprung 
up  from  the  centre  of  the  old  stump — and  has  con- 
tinued to  flourish  ever  since — and,  as  an  evergreen, 
may  be  seen  at  all  times  of  the  year,  constantly  in- 
creasing in  beauty  and  strength.  We  are  told  that 
Mr.  C.  guards  it  with  uncommon  care. — Gazette. 

Precious.  A letter  from  a gentleman  in  Parke 
county,  Indiana,  contains  the  following  information: 
“It  was  told  me  yesterday,  that  there  had  just  been 
discovered,  in  this  county,  an  extensive  body  of  gold 
and  silver  ore,  on  land  belonging  to  the  government. 
The  individuals  who  made  this  fortunate  discovery, 
have  departed  for  the  purpose  of  entering  the  land, 
{at  the  land  office.”)  Nat.  Lit. 

Teas.  After  comparing  the  prices  of  teas  sold  at 
London  and  New  York,  (clear  of  duty),  the  Edinburgh 
Review  says — “It  appears  from  the  results,  that  the 
monopolists  of  Leadenhall-street  obtained  2,218,000 1. 
more  for  the  teas  sold  by  them  in  Britain  in  1822,  than 
lOGuld  have  sufficed  to  purchase  an  equal  supply  had  the 
trade  been  free;”  therefore  they  came  to  the  conclu- 
sion, that  the  monopoly  of  the  tea  trade,  enjoyed  by 
the  East  India  company,  costs  the  people  of  Great 
Britain,  on  an  average,  not  less  than  two  millions  two 
hundred  thousand  pounds  sterling  a year!” 

White  Savages.  Indianapolis,  March  30.  It  be- 
comes our  duty  to  record  one  of  the  most  outrageous 
transactions  that  has  occurred  since  the  settlement  of 
the  state.  We  have  been  enabled  collect  the  follow- 
ing particulars,  from  the  information  of  a traveller 
who  has  just  passed  through  the  neighborhood,  and 
in  whose  veracity  we  place  the  utmost  confidence: 

It  seems  that  a party  of  Indians,  ten  in  number, 
consisting  of  three  men,  three  women,  two  girls 
about  half  grown,  and  two  small  boys,  were  encamp- 
ed on  Fall  creek,  in  Madison  county,  about  eight 
miles  above  the  Falls,  and  thirty-five  miles  above  this 
place,  for  the  purpose  of  hunting.  On  Monday,  the 
twenty-second  of  this  instant,  a party  of  five  white 
men  and  two  boys  went  to  the  camp  and  decoyed  the 
three  men  away  from  the  camp,  for  the  ostensible 
purpose  of  assisting  them  to  hunt  some  cattle.  After 
they  had  gone  some  distance  from  the  camp,  two  of 
the  Indians  were  shot  dead;  the  third  made  liis  es- 


cape, badly  wounded.  In  the  evening  of  the  same 
day,  the  same  party  returned  to  the  camp,  and,  after 
making  some  professions  of  friendship,  murdered  the 
whole  Gf  the  women  and  children.  Their  bodies 
were  most  shockingly  mangled,  for  the  purpose  of 
producing  an  impression  that  it  was  the  work  of  In- 
dians, and  thrown  into  a hole  of  water  occasioned  by 
the  falling  of  a tree.  One  of  the  men  killed  one  of 
the  children  by  taking  it  by  the  heels  and  beating  its 
brains  out  against  a tree.  On  Tuesday,  the  place  was 
visited  by  a party  of  men,  when  one  of  the  women 
was  found  still  alive,  but  died  on  the  evening  of  the 
next  day.  At  the  time  the  camp  was  first  visited,  af- 
ter the  massacre,  the  property  of  the  Indians,  consist- 
ing of  guns,  skins,  furs,  &.c.  was  still  at  the  camp  and 
was  left  there  unmolested,  but,  on  the  succeeding  day, 
when  the  place  was  visited  by  a party  of  men  from 
the  falls  of  Fall  creek,  the  bodies  were  found  entire- 
ly stripped,  and  every  species  of  property  carried 
away. 

We  are  further  informed,  that  one  of  the  lads  con- 
cerned in  the  murder,  (and  who  was  compelled  to 
assist,  by  the  threats  of  his  father),  soon  after  the 
transaction,  gave  information,  and  five  of  the  party 
concerned  were  immediately  arrested,  and  are  now 
in  custody  at  the  falls  of  Fall  creek;  one  made  his  es- 
cape, and  the  youth  who  gave  the  information  is  said  to 
be  at  liberty  in  the  neighborhood — Since  their  arrest, 
it  is  said  that  the  persons  have  made  a full  confession. 

All  the  families  composing  the  settlement,  in  the 
neighborhood  of  the  scene  of  this  horrible  transac- 
tion, have  removed  to  the  mills,  at  the  falls  on  Fall 
creek,  to  avoid  the  retaliatory  vengeance  cf  the  Indi* 
ans.  Gazette. 

President  Monroe,  gen.  Jackson  and  Mr.  Lowrie. 
The  gentleman  last  named,  (Mr.  Lowrie),  replies  to 
the  communication  of  Mr.  Hay,  noticed  in  the  last 
Register,  in  the  “National  Intelligencer”  of  Tuesday. 
The  following  extracts  may  fully  shew  the  ground, 
that  he  has  taken, 

“The  reasons  which  induced  me  to  reply  to  the 
communication  under  the  signature  of  P,  decide 
me  to  notice  that  of  Mr.  Hay.  Although  he  intimates 
that  the  president  was  not  “apprised”  of  his  commu- 
nication, no  intelligent  man  can  read  it  without  be- 
lieving that  the  statements  it  contains  have  been 
made  on  his  authority;  and  such,  doubtless,  was  the 
impression  Mr.  Hay  intended  to  make.  The  scurrili- 
ty and  intemperance  of  his  publication,  do  not  re- 
quire notice,  nor  shall  they  provoke  me  to  animad- 
version. The  situation  in  which  I am  placed,  (if 
other  considerations  did  not),  forbid  that  I should 
suffer  myself  to  be  drawn  into  personal  altercations 
with  those  who,  for  the  gratification  of  their  pride,  or 
the  advancement  of  their  interest,  choose  to  enlist  cn 
the  side  of  power  and  patronage. 

Mr.  Hay  admits  that  it  was  not  his  intention,  in  his 
first  communication,  to  meet  the  main  question. 
“The  position  of  the  case,  (he  says),  required  no  such 
“ movement.”  To  do  so  is  now  his  professed  object; 
and  the  manner  it  is  accomplished,  merits  observa- 
tion. In  rny  published  letter  to  the  president,  1 say, 
“You  then  took  from  your  bundle  a letter,  which  you 
“stated  to  be  from  gen.  Andrew  Jackson,  and  read 
“ to  us  a part  thereof.  The  part  read,  recommended  to 
“you,  as  a measure  of  policy,  to  form  your  administra- 
“ (ion  by  the  appointment  of  distinguished  individuals 
“from  both  the  great  political  parties  of  the  country,  with- 
“ out  mentioning  the  names  of  individuals.”  Mr. 
Hay  says,  “the  main  question  is,  whether  gen.  Jack- 
“ son  did,  or  did  not,  write  a letter  to  the  president  of 
“the  United  States,  advising  him  to  form  his  adminis- 
“ tration  of  two  distinguished  republicans,  and  two  dis- 
“ tinguished  federalists.”  “Mr.  Lowrie,  (he  adds), 

“ avers  that  gen.  Jackson  did  write  such  a letter, 

“ and  that  Mr.  Monroe  did  read  such  a letter  to  him 
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v‘  and  Mr.  Findlay.  I deny  the  truth  of  these  asser- 
**  tions.  I say,  gen.  Jackson  did  not  write  such  a letter; 
‘‘  I say,  Mr.  Monroe  did  notread  such  a letter  to  Mr. 
'•  Lowrie  and  Mr.  Findlay,  or  to  any  body  else.” 

The  difference  between  my  letter  and  the  expres- 
sions attributed  to  me,  will  be  perceived.  Why  does 
Mr.  Hay  extract  the  terms  used  by  the  newspapers, 
with  s r»  much  care  and  precision,  and  substitute  them 
for  mir  e?  It  has,  indeed,  been  rumored,  that  the  dis- 
agreement between  the  expressions  used  in  Mr.  Kre- 
mer’s  letter,  and  those  of  gen.  Jackson’s,  (though  the 
contents  are  in  substance  the  same),  will  be  the 
ground  on  which  the  charge  of  falsehood  is  to  be  sus- 
tained. But  the  high  respectability  of  the  source  from 
which  it  must  come,  precludes  the  possibility  of  a re- 
sort to  so  wretched  a subterfuge.  The  point  in  con- 
troversy is  simple  and  can  neither  be  obscured  or 
avoided.  It  is,  whether  Mr.  Monroe  did,  or  did  not, 
read  to  Mr.  Findlay  and  myself,  a letter  from  general 
Jackson,  in  which  was  recommended  to  him  the  poli- 
cy of  forming  his  administration  from  the  two  great 
political  parties  of  the  country;  not  in  what  precise 
words  the  advice  was  given.” 

[lie  then  refers  to  the  testimony  of  Jonathan  Ro- 
berts, late  a senator  of  the  United  States  from  Penn- 
sylvania, mentioned  below — says  that  the  letter  was 
also  read  to  gen.  Lacock  and  the  late  Mr.  Boardman, 
and  that  the  president  had  spoken  of  it  to  Mr.  Pal- 
mer, (all  senators),  and  says] — 

“That  it  was  in  part  read  to  Mr.  Findlay  and  my- 
self, is  not  even  denied  by  Mr.  Kay;  and,  although  he 
strenuously  contends  that  it  was  not  “such  a letter ,” 
he  does  not  pretend  there  was  any  thing  confidential 
in  the  transaction.” 

“Let  the  public  mind  be  relieved.  The  means  arc 
ample.  Let  the  letter  of  gen.  Jackson,  or  so  much 
thereof  as  relates  to  the  subject,  be  published.  If 
that  is  objected  to,  let  the  president  give  his  consent 
to  the  publication  of  so  much  of  his  answer,  as  is  in 
reply  to  it.  If  that  is  declined,  let  the  letter  be  shewn 
to  gentlemen  of  character  and  impartiality,  and  let 
them  say  whether  its  import  has  been  misrepresent- 
ed. No  valid  objection  can  now  be  made  to  the 
adoption  of  some  one  of  the  courses  suggested. 

The  only  remaining  part  of  Mr.  Hay’s  publication 
which  I will  notice,  is  the  ungenerous  insinuation, 
that  ray  object  in  requesting  a publication  of  general 
Jackson’s  letter,  is  to  cause  the  president  “to  de- 
grade himself  by  an  acknowledgment  that  his  de- 
claration to  Mr.  Kremer  was  not  true.”  Nothing 
could  be  more  unjust  than  to  attribute  want  of  friend- 
ship or  want  of  respect  for  the  president.  The  state- 
ment I made  in  regard  to  general  Jackson’s  letter, 
was  made  at  a time,  and  under  circumstances,  which 
preclude  the  possibility  of  my  having  been  actuated  by 
unfriendly  feelings  towards  him;  and  the  manner  and 
occasion  shew  that  none  were  intended  against  the 
president.  He  has  discharged  his  duty  as  he  thought 
right,  and  I mine.  We  were  alike  independent  of 
each  other,  and  both  responsible  to  our  constituents.  It 
is  not  pretended  that  1 have  had  the  least  agency  in  the 
recent  publication  of  the  fact  to  which  circumstan- 
ces, then  surely  not  anticipated,  have  since,  as  is  sup- 
posed, given  importance.  I submitted  in  silence  to 
the  vilest  imputations  of  the  presses  of  the  day,  and  it 
was  not  until  my  veracity  was  impeached,  on  the  al- 
ledged  authority  of  the  president  himself,  that  I was 
induced  to  take  measures  for  the  protection  of  my 
character.  Could  I have  done  less,  or  could  I have 
adopted  a less  exceptionable  mode?  In  a private  letter 
to  the  president,  I respectfully  solicited  him  to  do  me 
justice.  It  was  suggested,  that,  under  the  influence 
of  excited  feelings,  I had  been  wanting  in  respect  for 
his  situation.  Anxious  to  avoid  an  imputation,  I was 
not  conscious  of  deserving,  I waived  all  discussion  as 
to  the  fact,  and  did  every  thing  in  my  power,  which  I 
supposed  a just  and  generous  mind  could  ask,  to  re- 


move the  imputation.  If  any  thing  could  be  wanting 
to  prove  my  unwillingness  to  go  one  step  further  than 
is  indispensable  to  the  defence  of  my  character,  or  to 
fail  in  the  respect,  which  every  good  citizen  owes  to 
the  chief  magistrate  of  the  country,  I trust  it  will  be 
found  in  the  fact  that  that  unwillingness  has  not  been 
overcome  by  the  virulent  and  malignant  attack, 
which  has  been  made  upon  me  by  a member  of  the 
president’s  family,  nearly  allied  to  him  by  the  ties  of 
affinity.  It  is,  therefore,  rank  injustice  to  impute  to 
me  a wish  to  degrade  the  president.  I am  not  respon- 
sible for  the  statement  of  Mr.  Kremer.  If  it  shall  be. 
found  to  conflict  with  the  letter  of  general  Jackson, 
the  fault,  if  fault  there  be,  does  not  lie  at  my  door. 
This  controversy  is  not  of  my  seeking.  My  only  ob- 
jects are,  truth  and  justice;  and  to  these,  every  man, 
in  this  free  and  happy  country,  is  equally  entitled,  in 
whatever  station  in  society  his  good  or  bad  fortune 
may  have  placed  him. 

I am  gentlemen,  your  obedient  servant, 

May  3d,  1824.”  Walter  Lowrie. 

|C"p\Ir.  Lowrie  bears  testimony  that  Mr.  Findlay 
would  not  say  any  thing  he  did  not  believe  was  cor- 
rect, but  says  that  it  is  due  to  his  “own  situation  to 
shew  what  his  recollection  was  at  the  time  the  trans- 
action took  place” — then  follow  notes  to  him  from 
Jonathan  Roberts,  J.  B.  Thomas,  andB.  Ruggles  the 
first  stating  that,  in  one  of  his  interviews  with  the 
president  he  [the  president,]  “spoke  of  a letter  he  had 
lately  received  from  gen.  Jackson,  then  lying  on  his 
table,  which  he  took  up,  and  read.  The  letter  was  of 
considerable  length,  carefully  and  elaborately  written, 
giving  the  general’s  views  on  the  policy  of  his  admin- 
istration. Among  these  views,  was  the  proposition  to 
divide  the  principal  cabinet  appointments  between 
the  two  great  parties  into  which  the  citizens  are  divid- 
ed. Against  this  policy,  I,  without  further  solicita- 
tion, earnestly  expostulated,  both  on  account  of  the 
president  personally,  and  on  account  of  the  public 
weal  and  public  service.  The  president’s  situation 
seemed  to  be  an  embarrassed  one,  and  the  conside- 
ration of  an  answer  was  agitated.  The  president 
seemed  disposed  to  reply,  but  be  intimated  nothing 
of  the  nature  of  that  reply.  My  own  impressions 
were,  that  a reply  at  all  was  not  imperiously  called 
for.  I think  I heard  the  president  read  tills  letter 
again  in  the  presence  of  a third  person. 

“He  appeared  to  read  the  whole  letter.  He  did  not 
intimate  it  as  private  and  confidential  from  general 
Jackson.  I understood  the  letter  to  be  communi- 
cated to  me  in  the  confidence  of  friendship,  though  it 
was  left  entirely  to  my  discretion,  as  not  a word  drop- 
ped in  regard  to  it.” 

Messrs.  Thomas  and  Ruggles,  who  appear  to  have 
belonged  to  the  same  mess  as  Messrs.  Findlay  and 
Lowrie,  declare  that  they  heard  the  two  latter  fre- 
quently speak  of  a letter  written  by  gen.  Jackson  to 
Mr.  Monroe,  recommending  a formation  of  his  ad- 
ministration, by  selecting  distinguished  citizens  from 
the  republican  and  federal  parties. 


Imprisonment  for  Debt. 

The  following  is  a copy  of  col.  R.  M.  Johnson’s  bill 
to  abolish  imprisonment  for  debt,  as  it  was  amend- 
ed and  passed  by  the  senate — 

[An  act  to  abolish  imprisonment  for  debt.] 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  senate  and  house  of  representatives 
of  the  United  Stales  of  America  in  congress  assembled — 
That  no  bail  or  security  for  the  appearance  of  any 
defendant,  or  defendants,  shall  hereafter  be  required 
upon  the  service  of  the  original  or  mense  process, 
issuing  out  of  the  courts  of  the  United  States,  in  any 
action  or  suit  whatever,  founded  on  contract,  express 
or  implied,  which  shall  be  made  or  entered  into  after 
the  fourth  of  July  next,  unless  the  plaintiff,  or  some 
other  person  shall  make  oath  or  affirmation,  before 
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the  clerk  or  officer  testing  the  said  process,  who  is 
hereby  empowered  to  administer  the  same,  or  before 
some  other  person  authorized  by  law  to  administer 
oaths,  that  the  defendant  or  defendants,  named  in 
the  process,  are  justly  indebted  to  the  plaintiff  or 
plaintiffs,  in  the  sum  for  which  bail  is  required;  and 
shall,  further,  make  oath  or  affirmation  that  they 
have  reason  to  believe  that  the  said  defendant  or  de- 
fendants, intend  to  remove  from  the  state  or  territo- 
ry; which  oaths  or  affirmations,  the  said  clerk  or 
other  officer,  shall  endorse  and  certify  on  the  said 
process;  whereupon,  the  officer  executing  the  same 
shall  proceed  as  if  this  act  had  never  passed.  But, 
after  the  return  thereof,  the  defendant  or  defendants 
may  contest  the  allegation  of  the  said  oaths  or  affirma- 
tions, before  the  court  in  which  the  said  suit  or  ac- 
tion is  instituted,  in  such  form  as  the  court  may  pre- 
scribe. And,  if  the  court  shall  be  of  opinion  that 
the  said  allegations  are  not  well  founded,  it  shall 
make  an  order,  to  be  entered  on  record,  discharg- 


previous  notice  being  given,  recover  of  his  or  their 
surity,  or  surities,  the  amount  on  the  execution,  in 
case  the  said  defendant,  or  defendants,  shall  not 
have  died  before  the  return  day  of  the  said  writ;  and 
the  plaintiff  in  the  judgment,  or  the  securities  after 
judgment  had  against  them,  may  proceed  by  capias 
ad  satisfaciendum  against  tffe  original  debtor,  as 
though  this  act  had  never  passed:  .find  provided , also. 
That  the  said  security,  or  securities,  may  take,  and 
deliver  in  court,  the  body,  or  bodies,  of  the  said  de- 
fendant, or  defendants,  for  whose  appearance  he  or 
they  maybe  found,  in  like  manner  as  in  the  case  of 
being  special  bail,  subject  to  the  order  of  the  court: 
If  the  defendant,  or  defendants,  appear,  or  be  in 
custody,  on  such  writ  of  discovery,  the  plaintiff,  or 
plaintiffs,  may  suggest,  in  writing,  any  matters  which 
he,  or  they,  may  deem  material,  and  may  file  a state- 
ment of  facts  touching  the  same  interrogatories,  to  be 
answered  on  oath  or  affirmation,  by  the  defendant  or 
defendants,  before  said  court,  in  such  time  as  the 


ing  the  said  bail  or  security  from  surety-ship.  And,  court  may  order,  and,  if  such  defendant,  or  defen- 
in  cases  where  bail  is  not  required  by  this  act,  the  j dants,  shallrefuse  orneglecttofullyanswersuchsug- 
first  process  shall  be  by  summons,  or  by  summons  and  gestion  and  interrogatories,  or  shall  make  answers 
attachment  of  property,  in  those  states  where  pro-  which  shall,  in  the  opinion  of  the  court,  be  insuffi- 
perty  may  be  attached  on  mense  process,  and  the  re-  j cient  and  unsatisfactory,  such  refusal  or  failure  to  an- 
turn  of  service,  according  to  the  laws  of  the  state  in  | swer  shall  be  deemed  an  admission  of  the  matter  so 
which  the  process  is  issued,  shall  be  a sufficient  ap-  j suggested;  and,  if  the  defendant,  or  defendants,  shall 
pearance  of  the  defendant  or  defendants,  to  warrant ; fully  answer  said  suggestions  and  interrogatories,  and 
the  subsequent  proceedings  in  the  cause:  Provided,  j the  plaintiff,  or  plaintiffs,  shall  not  be  satisfied  there- 
That  no  person  shall  be  held  on  mense  process,  ex-  | with,  a jury  shall  be  impannelled  to  try  the  issue  or 
cept  in  the  state  where  the  defendant  or  defendants  ! issues  joined  between  the  parties  aforesaid,  and,  upon 
reside,  or  in  which  the  debt  was  contracted,  unless  : the  finding  such  allegations,  or  either  of  them,  to  be 
the  debtor  has  absconded  from  the  state  in  wffiich  he  : true,  or  on  the  failure  or  omission  of  the  defendant, 


resided. 


or  defendants,  to  answer  as  aforesaid,  an  execution 


Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  it  shall  notbe  J may  issue  against  thebody  of  such  person  or  persons, 
lawful  for  any  of  the  courts  of  the  United  States  J as  if  this  act  had  not  passed,  and  the  plaintiff,  or 
to  issue  a capias  ad  satisfaciendum,  or  any  other  pro- 1 plaintiffs,  shall  be  entitled  to  costs;  and,  in  every 


chancery,  founded  upon 
except  in  cases  provided  for  hereafter  by  this  act. 
Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  if,  in  th 


; bounds,  until  discharged  by  due  course  of  law;  but, 
in  every  such  case,  if  the  jury  shall  not  find  the  said 


pleadings  or  exhibits  of  any  such  cause  it  shall  be  allegations,  or  either  of  them,  to  be  true,  then,  and 


charged  and  found  by  a jury  that  the  money,  for  which 
the  suit  was  brought  had  been  received  by  any  de- 
fendant, as  an  officer  or  agent  of  the  United  States, 
or  that  the  same  had  been  received  by  such  defendant, 
as  executor,  administrator,  guardian  or  attorney,  and 
fraudently  withheld,  in  such  cases,  execution  may 
issue,  as  if  this  act  had  not  existed. 

Sec.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That,  when  any 
judgment  or  decree  shall  be  obtained,  either  at  law, 
or  in  chancery,  which  subjects  the  property,  the 
plaintiff  or  plaintiffs,  his  or  their  agent,  or  attorney, 
may  file  his  affidavit,  charging  that  he  has  good  ground 
to  believe  that  the  person  against  whom  such  judg- 
ment or  decree  shall  be  rendered,  has  fraudulently 
conveyed  or  concealed  his  property,  or  keeps  it  so 
invested,  as  to  prevent  its  liability  to  execution;  and  | 


in  that  case,  the  plaintiff,  or  plaintiffs,  shall  not  be 
subject  to  costs;  and,  in  every  such  affidavit,  it  shall 
be  the  duty  of  the  person  taking  the  oath,  to  set  forth 
the  facts  and  circumstances  upon  which  he  makes 
the  charge  of  fraud;  upon  which  an  issue  shall  be 
joined,  and  the  fact  tried  in  such  manner  and  form  as 
the  court  shall  direct. 

Sec.  5.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That,  in  every 
such  case,  if  the  defendant,  or  defendants,  shall  leave 
the  state  in  which  the  first  suit  shall  be  brought,  suit 
may  be  instituted  in  the  state  to  which  the  said  defen- 
dant, or  defendants,  may  have  removed;  in  which 
second  suit  it  shall  be  lawful  to  require  bail  on  mense 
process,  as  if  this  act  had  not  passed,  and  whenever 
the  original  judgment,  or  decree,  shall  assert  the 
fraud  in  the  cases  beforementioned,  or  if  the  defen- 


that  he  is  thereby  prevented  from  collecting  his  debt  | dant,  or  defendants,  shall  be  found  guilty  of  such 
in  money,  then,  and  in  that  case,  the  plaintiff,  or  j fraudulent  conveyance  or  concealment  of  his  pro- 
plaintiffs, may  apply  for,  and  obtain,  from  the  clerk  \ perty,  or  investing  it  in  such^a  manner  as  to^  evade 
of  the  court,  a writ  of  discovery,  in  such  form  as  the 


court  shall  prescribe,  directed  to  the  officer  by  whom 
such  return  has  been  made,  or  his  successor,  com- 
manding him  to  have  the  body  of  the  defendant,  or 
defendants  at  the  next  term  of  the  said  court,  to  an- 
swer such  charge.  The  said  officer  shall  take  secu- 
rity of  the  said  defendant,  or  defendants,  in  the 
amount  due  on  the  said  execution,  for  bis  or  their 
appearance,  or  keep  him  or  them  in  custody,  if  such 
security  is  not  given,  until  the  final  decision  on  such 
charge;  and  if  the  said  charge  be  sustained,  for  ten 
days  thereafter.  If  the  said  defendant,  or  defen- 
dants should  give  security  to  appear,  according  to  the 
*,,\id  writ  of  discovery,  and  fail  to  do  so,  the  plaintiff, 


the  effect  of  an  executioner  of  fieri  facias,  in  manner 
and  form  aforesaid,  then  the  plaintiff  may  have  his 
execution  against  the  body  of  the  defendant,  or  de- 
fendants, who  shall  not  be  entitled  to  the  prison 
bounds,  shall  remain  in  close  confinement  until  dis- 
charged by  due  course  of  law:  Provided  always,  That 
nothing  in  this  act  contained  shall  prevent  the  issu- 
ing of  the  writ  of  ne  exeat  by  any  court  of  the  United 
States:  Provided,  also,  That  nothing  in  the  first  sec- 
tion,of  this  act  shall  extend  to  any  suit,  brought  in  fa- 
vor of  the  United  States. 

Sec.  6.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  provi- 
sions of  this  bill  shall  extend  to  all  cases  of  civil  pro- 
ceeding within  the  District  of  Columbia,  and  the  ter- 


ia intiffs,  may,  on  motion  to  the  court,  ten  days  ritories. 
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nate  in  support  of  the  motion  of  his  colleague,  and  in 
answer  to  some  of  the  positions,  taken  by  Mr.  Dicker - 
son.  lie  alluded  to  the  advantages  which  the  hone- 
manufacturers  already  possess  over  the  importer  of 
this  article.  He  assigned  the  gratifying  prosperity  of 
our  country  as  the  principal  reason  that  operated 
against  the  domestic  production  of  iron.  That  reason 
was  to  be  found  in  the  advanced  price  our  labor  bears 
: over  that  of  the  degraded  population  of  the  part  of 
Europe,  where  this  article  is  produced;  and  the  price 
of  labor,  he  said,  was  a test  of  national  prosperity 


Eighteenth  Congress — first  session. 

SF..VATF.. 

April  28.  In  pursuance  of  notice  given  yesterday, 

Mr.  Benton  asked  leave  to  introduce  the  following 
bill: 

A bill  to  sell  and  dispose  of  the  refuse  lands  belonging  to 
the  United  States. 

Be  it  enacted , $t.  That  the  lands  belonging  to  the 
United  States,  which  have  been  heretofore,  or  shall 
be  hereafter,  offered  at  public  sale,  and  shall  remain 
live  years  thereafter  without  being  sold  at  the  minimum  He  remarked  upon  the  encouragement  which  had 
price  of  one  dollar  twenty-five  cents  per  acre,  shall  been  said,  by  the  gentleman  from  New  Jersey,  to 
be  again  offered  at  public  sale,  but  shall  not  be  sold  have  been  extended  to  the  shipping  interest  of  the 
for  a less  sum  than  fifty  cents  per  acre.  country,  and  upon  the  retributive  policy  that  would 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted , That  any  head  of  probably,  be  adopted  by  foreign  nations,  if  this  bill 
a family,  or  young  man,  above  twenty-one  years  of  were  passed.  Mr.  Lloyd  conceived  it  to  be  the  duty 
no-e,  or'  widow,  being  citizens  of  the  United  States,  of  the  government — it  was  the  principle  in  which  the 
may  demand  and  receive  from  the  register  and  re-  republic  was  founded — to  encourage,  as  far  as  it 
ceiver  of  the  proper  land  office  a written  permission  could  be  done,  the  interests  of  the  whole  people — and, 
to  take  possession  of,  and  settle  upon,  any  half  quar-  where  there  were  divisions  of  interest,  to  look  to  the 
ter  section  of  land,  which  shall  remain  unsold  after  claims  of  the  largest  and  most  important  part — he 
having  been  offered  for  sale  at  the  minimum  price  of  compared  the  relative  importance,  to  the  country,  of 
fifty  cents  per  acre,  and  upon  inhabiting  and  cultivat-  the  shipping  and  commercial  interests,  and  the  great 
ing"  the  same  for  three  successive  years,  shall  be  en-  : class  of  mechanics  dependent  on  them,  with  the  mi- 
titled  to  receive  a patent  therefor,  as  a donation  from  | ners  and  makers  of  iron.  He  spoke  of  the  embarrass- 
the  United  States.  ments  which  the  shipping  interest  already  labored  un- 

Sec.  S.  And  be  it  further  enacted , That  the  lands  : der,  and  proceeded  to  shew  that  this  bill,  if  passed, 
which  shall  remain  unsold,  after  having  been  offered  | would  go  to  impose  additional,  and  far  heavier,  bur- 
for  sale  at  the  minimum  price  of  fifty  cents  per  acre,  i thens  upon  them.  He  thought  the  bill  ought  to  be 
may  be  sold  at  private  sale  for  that  sum,  at  any  time  i rather  entitled  a bill  to  oppress  the  agricultural,  to 
before  permission  shall  have  been  granted  to  settle  j crush  the  commercial,  and  eventually  to  injure  the 
on  the  same.  manufacturing  interests  of  the  country;  for,  the  re- 

in asking  leave  to  introduce  this  bill,  Mr.  Benton  action  of  the  bill  would  probably  be  the  most  tre- 
said  this  was  not  the  time  to  discuss  it — probably  the  . mendous  effect  of  it.  The  agricultural  interest  was 
time  would  not  come  during  the  present  session.  In  the  great  and  controlling  interest,  and  when  they  once 
that  event,  what  was  done  now  would  operate  as  a realized  its  effect,  they  would  repeal  it,  and  also  pros- 
notice  for  the  next  session;  would  turn  the  minds  of  trate  every  thing  that  had  grown  up  under  it. 
the  senators  to  the  changes  contemplated,  and  would  i Mr.  L.  spoke  of  the  Russian  trade,  as  one  of  the 
prevent  the  necessity  of  delay.  He  believed  that  a j most  advantageous  which  this  country  ever  pursued, 
change  in  the  manner  of  selling  public  lands  was  cal- I He  denied,  altogether,  that  there  was  a balance 
led  for,  both  by  the  voice  of  the  people  and  the  inte-  j against  us,  in  this  trade,  and  proceeded  to  explain  the 
rest  of  the  government.  By  the  present  rule,  said  1 course  which  had  generally  been  pursued,  in  relation 
Mr.  B.  the  good  and  the  bad  land  are  held  at  the  same  ) to  it.  If  called  up  again,  upon  the  bill  now  before 
price.  The  best  can  be  got  for  one  dollar  and  twenty-  j the  senate,  Mr.  L.  said,  he  should  endeavor  more 
live  cent$  per  acre;  the  worst  cannot  be  had  for  less.  | fully  to  explain  his  reasons  for  believing  that  all  the 
The  minimum  price  of  one  dollar  and  twenty-five  j ideas  of  balances  of  trade  against  this  country,  found- 
cents  per  acre  for  all  sorts  of  land  was  arbitrary  and  j ed  on  the  custom  house  returns,  were  the  vain  and 
unjust.  It  was  unjust  to  the  people,  because  it  pre-  | visionary  hallucinations  of  the  minds  of  mere  theo- 
vented  them  from  getting  the  inferior  land  at  a fair  I rists. 

price;  unjust  to  the  states,  because  it  checked  their  | Mr.  Dickerson  replied  to  the  arguments  that  had 
population,  and  deprived  them  of  their  right  of  taxa-  Sheen  adduced  against  him.  He  recurred  to  the  po- 
tion; unjust  to  the  nation,  because  it  prevented  the  j licy  of  England,  in  the  protection  of  articles  of  her 
public  treasury  from  receiving  the  money  which  such  I domestic  production.  He  denied  that  this  duty  on 
land  was  worth,  and  for  which  it  would  sell.  The  | iron  was  materially  to  affect  the  commercial  interest 
continuance  of  the  rule  w'ould  give  to  the  United  I of  the  country;  and  proceeded  to  comment  upon  the 
States  the  fabled  position  of  the  dog  in  the  manger,  nature  of  our  trade  with  Russia.  He  denied  that  it 
The  rule  should  be  changed.  The  United  States  is  a j was  so  beneficial  to  this  county  as  had  been  con- 
great  land  seller,  and  she  should  follow  the  practice  j tended  by  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts.  He 
of  all  other  sellers:  she  should  apportion  her  price  to  did  not  deny  the  benefits  of  commerce  to  the  coun- 
the  quality  of  her  land.  When  a quarter  section  has  j try;  but  he  thought  that  commerce  would  not  be  ir.- 
been  offered  for  years  at  one  dollar  and  twenty-five  i jured,  to  any  considerable  extent,  by  this  duty.  He 
cents  per  acre,  and  nobody  will  give  that  sum,  it  is  a | believed  England  was  not  insensible  to  the  value  of 
proof  that  it  is  not  worth  it,  and  justice  to  the  people,  j her  commerce;  and  yet  she  encouraged  her  own  ma- 
ihe  states  and  the  treasury,  requires  that  it  should  be  j nufactures.  Mr.  D.  spoke  of  the  bounties  that  had 
offered  again  at  a less  price.  The  bill  introduced  as-  been  paid,  in  this  country,  for  the  encouragement  of 
mmes  fifty  cents  per  acre,  as  the  second  minimum  at  the  fisheries.  He  did  not  complain  of  this — he  only 


which  such  lands  should  be  offered;  and  it  proposes 
to  give  away,  without  price,  to  such  poor  persons  as 
may  be  willing  to  take  and  cultivate  them,  the  refuse 
Jands  which  will  not  sell  for  that  sum. 

The  leave  was  given  to  introduce  the  bill,  which 
was  read,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

When  the  motion  made  by  Mr.  Mills  to  strike  out 
the  item,  levying  a duty  of  90  cents  per  cwt.  on  iron 
was  under  consideration.  ^ 

Mr.  Lloyd,  of  Massachusetts,  also  addressed  the  se- 


wished  gentlemen  to  recollect,  that  some  encourage- 
ment had  been  extended  to  the  commercial  interest. 
He  called  the  attention  of  the  senate  to  the  great  num- 
ber of  petitions  then  on  the  table,  both  from  agricul  - 
turists and  manufacturers,  praying  the  imposition  of 
higher  duties  on  imported  iron. 

Mr.  D'  IFo//spoke  in  favor  of  retaining  his  item  in 
the  bill.  He  recurred  to  the  general  features  of  the 
bill,  as  intended  for  the  encouragement  of  our  domes- 
tic industry,  and  leaving  the  people  to  do  for  them- 
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selves  what  they  want  done.  Tills  article  was  one 
great  branch  of  the  whole  system  included  in  the  bill, 
and  he  thought  the  arguments  of  the  gentlemen  op- 
posed to  the  duty,  only  went  to  shew  its  propriety. 
The  home  market,  Mr.  D’W.  considered  as  the  most 
important  to  every  nation.  The  balance  of  trade,  he 
said,  ought  certainly  to  be  taken  in  the  aggregate.  If 
we  sell  to  other  nations  more  than  we  buy  from  them, 
the  balance,  of  course,  is  in  our  favor.  He  denied 
that  other  nations  bought  of  us,  because  we  bought  of 
them:  each  nation  bought  what  it  wanted,  and  no 
more.  He  compared  the  business  of  a nation  to  that 
of  an  individual:  It  was  alike  necessary  for  both  to 
"keep  an  account  of  what  was  coming  in  and  going  out. 
He  knew  that  the  commercial  interests  were  languish- 
ing, and  other  interests  were  in  the  same  situation. 
The  facilities  extended  to  the  importation  and  use  of 
foreign  articles  in  this  country  were  very  great.  He 
believed  the  interests  of  every  state  in  the  union 
would  eventually  be  promoted  by  the  passage  of  this 
bill,  as  encouraging  the  industry  of  the  country.  The 
bill  was  intended  to  save  the  labor  of  the  country, 
and  throw  it  upon  its  own  resources.  As  to  the  ef- 
fect on  the  revenue,  he  considered  it  a mere  bug- 
bear, as  the  people,  in  some  shape  or  other,  must  pay 
the  revenue.  The  means  they  possess  to  pay  it  are  of 
much  more  importance  than  the  manner  in  which  it  is 
paid. 

The  item  was  stricken  out,  24  to  23,  as  has  already 
been  stated  by  the  yeas  and  nays. 

April  29.  Mr.  Lloyd,  of  Mass,  moved  to  amend 
the  tariff  bill,  by  striking  out  the  clause,  “on  hemp 
two  eents  per  pound.” 

Mr.  L.  spoke  of  the  encouragement  that  had  been 
afforded  to  the  raising  of  hemp,  without  producing 
any  effect,  & c.  Mr.  Chandler  gave  his  reasons  why  he  ; 
should  vote  for  the  motion,  and  said  that  the  bill 
must  be  amended  in  several  other  particulars  before 
he  would  support  it,  though  he  bad  voted  against  strik- 
ing out  the  duty  on  iron  Mr.  Johnson , of  Ky.  spoke 
of  the  distress  of  the  people  of  his  state,  and  their 
want  of  encouragement;  he  alluded  to  the  protection 
given  to  navigation,  sugar,  &c  which  he  said  had  not 
resulted  injuriously  to  the  country.  Mr.  Van  Buren 
thought  the  proposed  duty  was  too  high,  but  would 
not  vote  to  strike  the  item  from  the  bill.  Mr.  Talbot, 
of  Ky.  opposed  the  striking  out  and  Mr.  Smith  sup-  j 
ported  it.  [The  sketches  of  the  speeches  of  those  two  I 
gentleman  are  laid  aside  for  insertion  at  length].  Mr. ! 
Holmes,  of  Me  spoke  of  the  distress  of  Kentucky  in  ’ 
having  a fine  climate  and  soil,  &c.  Mr.  Lloyd,  of  Mass. j 
made  some  remarks  about  the  “balance  of  trade.”, 
Mr.  Rustles  thought  the  item  would  not  be  injurious  ; 
to  the  Atlantic  states,  while  it  would  be  very  impor-  ! 
thant  to  the  western ; and  he  spoke  at  large  of  the  ad- 
vantages to  be  derived  from  the  cultivation  of  the  ar- ; 
tide.  Mr.  Eaton  contended  for  such  a degree  of  pro-  j 
tection  as  would  encourage  the  domestic  growth,  j 
without  amounting  to  a prohibition  of  the  foreign  ar-  j 
tide.  “Our  cities,  said  he,  are  filled  with  paupers, ! 
and  yet  we  go  to  the  workshops  of  Europe  to  get  the 
articles  that  we  want  for  consumption.”  Mr.  Dicker- 
son  hoped  that  the  item  would  not  be  stricken  out — 
the  growth  of  hemp  was  of  great  importance  to  many 
parts  of  the  country.  He  explained  the  supposed  dif- 
ficulties in  water-rotting  it;  and  considered  this  as  a 
contest  between  the  importer  for  the  benefit  of  freight, 
against  the  grower  of  the  article  in  our  country,  &c. 

When  the  question  of  Mr.  Lloyd's  motion  was  put, 
it  was  determined  in  the  affirmative  as  follows: 

For  striking  out— Messrs.  Barbour,  Branch.  Chandler.  Clayton, 
Elliott,  Gnillard.  Hayne,  Holmes,  of  Maine.  Holmes,  of  Miss  H. 
Johnson. of  Lou.  J.  S.  Johnston, of  Lon. Kelly,  King. of  Alab  King, 
of  X.  Y.  Lloyd,  of  Md.  Lloyd,  of  Msss.  Macon.  Mil’s,  Parrott.  Smith, 
Taylor,  of  Virginia.  Van  Dyke,  Were,  Williams— 24. 

Against  striking  out— Messrs.  Barton.  B II,  Benton.  Brown, 
TV  Wolf.  Dickerson,  Eaton,  EJwards,  Findlay.  Jackson,  Johnson, of 
U mucky,  Knight,  Lanman,  Lowrie.  Mcllvr.ine,  Noble,  Palmer, 
toiggles,  Seymour,  Talbot,  Taylor,  of  lad. Thomas,  Van  Burin— 2 J.  I 


So  the  duty  on  hemp  was  stricken  out  by  the  com- 
mittee of  the  whole;  and 

The  senate  adjourned. 

April  30.  The  tariff  bill  being  under  consideration — 

Mr.  Kelly  moved  to  amend  the  bill  in  the  following 
clause:  “On  cotton  bagging,  four  and  a half  cents  per 
square  yard,  until  the  30th  day  of  June,  1825;  and, 
afterwards,  a duty  of  five  and  a half  cents  per  square 
yard,”  by  striking  out  from  it  the  words  “until  the 
thirtieth  day^of  June,  1825;  and,  afterwards,  a duty 
of  five  and  aTialf  cents  per  square  yard.”  » 

Messrs  Kelly,  Smith  and  Hayne  supported,  and 
Messrs.  Eaton  and  Johnson,  of  Ken.  opposed  the 
amendment — bui  it  was  carried,  yeas2S. 

Mr.  Holmes,  of  Maine,  moved  to  amend  the  bill, 
in  the  following  clause:  “On  all  manufactures,  not 
herein  specified,  of  cotton,  silk,  flax  or  hemp,  or  of 
which  either  of  these  materials  shall  be  a component 
part,  a duty  of  twenty-five  per  centum  ad  valorem,” 
by  inserting  after  the  word  “part,"  the  words,  “ex- 
cepting Russia,  Holland’s  and  Ravens  duck,” 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Smith,  the  words  “and  Russia 
sheetings,”  were  added  to  the  exception. 

Mr.  Barbour  moved  that  “German  linens”  be  also 
added  to  the  excepted  articles.  Upon  this  motion, 
some  cursory  remarks  were  made  by  Messrs.  Barbour, 
Smith,  Dickerson  and  Lloyd,  of  Md. 

In  this  state  of  the  business,  the  bill  was  laid  on  the 
table,  that  the  senate  might  proceed  to  the  considera- 
tion of  executive  business. 

JSIay  1 . The  tariff  bill  was  again  taken  up,  and  the 
motion  made  by  Mr.  Holmes,  of  Me.  and  the  amend- 
ments thereto  offered  by  Messrs.  Smith  and  Barbour  (as 
given  above),  were  considered— a long  discussion  took 
place  between  Messrs.  Barbour , Dickerson,  Hayne , 
Branch,  Smith,  Mills,  H.  Johnson,  of  Lou.  Macon, 
Holmes,  of  Maine,  Van  Dyke,  D'Wolf,  Taylor,  of  Ta. 
Talbot , and  Johnson,  of  Ken. 

Mr.  Barbour  ealled  for  the  ayes  and  noes  on  the 
question,  and  the  result  was — ayes  23,  noes  24. 

AYES- Messrs  Barbour  Bra  ch,  Clarion  Elliott.  Gail  lard , 
Hayne,  Holmes,  of  Me.  Holm  s.  of  Mississippi  H.  Jobusio-.  of  La. 
I.  o.  Johnston, ot  Lou.  Kelly.  Ki  g,  of  Alah.  King,  of  N.  Y.  Lloyd, 
«.t  Md.  Lloyd,  or  Mass.  Mac.m,  Mills.  Parrott,  Smith,  S avior,’ of 
Virginia,  V*n  Dyke,  Ware.  Williams—  2T 

NOES— Messrs  Barion,  Bell,  Bent  n.  Brown.  Chandler,  D'VVol  f. 
Dicktrson,  Eaton.  Edwards,  Findlay.  Jackson,  Johnson  of  Ken, 
Kn.glit.  Lanman,  Lowrie,  Mclivaine.  Noble.  Palmer,  RuggJes, 
Seymour,  Talbot.  Ta\ior  of  Iuria.  a.  Thomas.  Van  Eure.,— 24. 

The  amendment  was  rejected. 

The  question  then  recurred  on  the  original  amend- 
ment, on  which  some  remarks  were  made  by  Messrs. 
Lloyd , of  Mass,  and  Barbour ; but,  on  motion  of  Mr 
Barbour,  the  senate  adjourned  without  coming  to  anv 
decision. 

May  3.  The  debate  on  the  tariff  hill  was  resumed, 
in  committee  of  the  whole,  Mr.  King,  of  Alabama,  in 
the  chair. 

The  question  was,  upon  the  motion  submitted  on 
Friday  last  by  Mr.  Holmes,  of  Maine,  to  amend  the 
bill  so  as  to  except  ‘ Russia , Holland's  and  Raven's  Duck, 
and  Russia  Sheetings,'  from  the  duty  of  twenty-five 
per  centum  ad  valorem,  which  the  bill  contemplates 
to  impose  on  all  manufactures  cf  eottoD,  silk,  flax,  or 
hemp. 

Mr.  Barbour  rose — he  stated  that  he  had  moved  an 
adjournment  on  Saturday,  because  he  felt  uncertain 
how  he  should  vote,  in  relation  to  the  amendment 
now  before  the  senate,  after  they  had  refused,  by  the 
vote  on  Saturday,  to  exempt  from  taxation  articles  of 
the  same  character,  of  great  importance  to  a certain 
section  of  the  country.  Upon  mature  reflection,  he 
had  come  to  the  determination  to  vote  against  the 
present  amendment,  in  order  that  the  taxes  imposed 
by  this  bill  might,  in  this  article,  at  least,  be  equal 
upon  the  different  portions  of  the  country. 

Messrs.  Mills  and  Holmes,  of  Maine,  spoke  in  favor 
of  the  amendment,  and  Mr.  D'  Wolf  against  it — when 
Mr.  Mins  said  that  it  was  proposed,  by  this  bill,  to  m- 
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crease  the  tax  nearly  100  per  cent,  upon  this  article;  j 
a tax  which  would  be  extremely  onerous  upon  the 
navigating  interest — an  interest  which  was,  at  least, 
as  much  entitled  to  the  forbearance  of  the  government, 
as  the  manufacturing  interest  was  to  its  positive  pro- 
tection. 

Mr.  Barbour  made  some  further  remarks,  in  which 
he  expressed  his  uniform  attachment  to  the  com- 
merce and  to  the  navy  of  the  country ; but  he  could  not 
consent  that  the  great  agricultural  interest  of  the  na- 
tion should  be  lost  sight  of.  There  was  n t a solitary- 
item  in  this  bill  which  would  in  the  least  benefit  that 
interes;.  The  cabalistic  terms  home  indu  try,  he  be- 
lieved, were  only  to  be  applied  for  the  protection  of 
spinmng  jennies.  He  was  not  willing  to  submit  to  a 
heavy  and  immediate  evil,  in  order  to  obtain  a mere- 
ly possible  benefit  in  prospect.  He  was  against  the 
whole  bill;  but,  if  the  tax  was  to  be  imposed  upon  the 
osnaburgs,  &.c.  which  were  so  important  to  the  south, 
he  must  vote  against  the  amendment,  so  as  to  make 
that  tax,  in  some  measure,  equal.  The  one  was  to 
operate  upon  the  commercial,  and  the  other  upon  the 
agricultural  interest.  And,  as  he  could  not  possibly 
see  why  Russia,  Holland,  and  Raven’s  duck  were  not 
as  fair  objects  of  taxation  as  osnaburgs,  ticklenbergs 
and  burlaps,  he  should  feel  compelled  to  vote  against 
this  amendment. 

Mr.  Taylor,  of  Virginia,  spoke  on  this  subject.  He 
agreed  perfectly  with  the  gentleman  from  Massachu- 
setss;  but  yet  he  found  himself  compelled  to  vote  with 
his  colleague.  This  bill,  he  said,  was  to  let  blood 
from  two  of  the  great  interests  of  the  country,  in  order 
to  circulate  it  in  the  veins  of  the  other  interest.  He 
feared  they  would  all  die  under  the  operation;  the 
two  first  from  loss  of  blood,  and  the  other  from  having 
too  much.  His  object  was  to  make  the  two  inte- 
rests which  were  to  suffer  bear  the  imposition  equal- 
ly, and  to  bind  them  together  by  their  community  in 
suffering.  He  commented  upon  the  injustice  of 
building  up  a particular  class,  a peculiar  aristocracy, 
by  the  imposition  of  heavy  taxes  upon  the  community 
at  large.  He  spoke  particularly  of  the  duty  on  wool, 
an  article  which  could  only  be  produced  in  a small 
portion  of  the  country,  owing  to  the  circumstances  of 
soil  and  climate.  If  this  tax  was  imposed  on  the 
southern  interest,  by  means  of  duties  on  their  coarse 
linens,  he  saw-  no  means  by  which  the  tax  could  be 
made  equal  but  by  levying  a duty  on  the  coarse  linens 
used  for  clothing  the  ships  of  the  northern  section  of 
the  country.  By  this  means,  the  revenue  could  be  col- 
lected equally  from  each.  Mr.  T.  spoke  of  the  mu- 
tual connexion  between  these  interests. 

Mr.  Ruggles  opposed,  and  Mr.  Smith  supported  the 
amendment.  Mr.  Smith  combatted  the  idea  of  the 
protection  given  to  the  navigating  interest.  He  said, 
if  that  interest  had  any  advantages,  they  were  the 
result  of  their  own  industry  and  enterprise;  they  only 
asked  to  be  left  free  to  depend  on  these  advantages. 
The  coasting  trade,  he  said,  was  not  generally  carried 
on  by  merchants,  but  by  a poor  and  laborious  class  of 
people.  He  denied  that  any  protection  had  been  ex- 
tended by  the  government,  from  its  establishment  to 
the  present  day,  to  the  navigating  interest-,  their  ships 
-were  built  at  greater  expense,  for  labor  and  materials, 
than  those  of  any  other  nation;  they  were  the  pack- 
horses  of  the  nation;  they  were  made  the  collectors 
of  the  revenue  for  the  government.  This  bill,  he 
said,  not  only  laid  a tax  on  the  article  of  duck,  but 
also  upon  the  raw  material  from  which  it  is  made; 
thus  rendering  it  impossible  to  manufacture  the  ar- 
ticle. It  had  the  same  operation  in  relation  to  wool. 
The  effect  of  the  bill,  he  said,  would  be  to  tax  the 
community  to  the  amount  of  five  or  six  millions,  for 
the  support  of  a few  manufactures. 

Mr.  Lloyd,  of  Massachusetts,  said  this  item  increas- 
ed the  duty  upon  this  article  100  per  cent.  He  pro-  I 
eeeded  to  state  the  quantity  of  duck  imported,  with  ! 


J the  amount  of  duty  which  had  heretofore  been  levied 
upon  it;  and  to  make  a comparison  between  those 
duties  and  that  proposed  in  this  bill.  He  denied 
that  any  encouragement  had  been  extended  to  the 
commercial  part  of  the  community,  except  in  regard 
to  the  coasting  trade,  and  in  relation  to  that,  it  was 
merely  nominal;  he  had  never  known  any  man  to 
make  a fortune  by  the  coasting  trade.  If  the  restric- 
tion were  removed,  no  foreigner  could  partake  of 
this  trade.  Mr.  L.  spoke  of  the  difference  in  expense, 
in  building  ships  in  this  country,  and  in  other  coun- 
tries. The  object  of  the  bill  was  not  revenue;  it 
was  for  the  encouragement  of  manufactures — and 
yet  it  was  proposed  to  tax  some  articles  w hich  wrere 
not  manufactured  in  the  country.  Mr.  L.  called  upon 
gentlemen  to  rally  round  the  last  remnants  of  the 
trade  of  their  country.  He  proceeded  to  remark 
further,  in  relation  to  the  balance  of  trade,  which  had 
so  often  been  said  to  be  against  the  country,  and  an- 
swered the  arguments  drawn  from  the  present  prices 
at  which  cottons  were  afforded  in  the  market,  by 
shewing  that  the  war  prices  and  the  peace  prices 
w-ere  taken  in  comparison,  and  that  the  difierence 
between  the  machinery  formerly  employed,  and  that 
nowr  used,  was  not  estimated. 

Mr.  Dickerson  opposed  the  amendment.  He  was 
willing  to  reduce  the  duty  proposed  upon  duck,  but 
did  not  see  any  reason  why  Russia  sheeting  should  be 
included.  He  reviewed  the  course  that  had  been 
taken  by  the  government,  in  levying  duties  upon  duck. 
He  said,  that  as  fine  duck  w as  made  in  America  as 
floated  on  the  ocean;  and  stated,  that  a considerable 
amount  of  capital  had  been  expended  in  manufac- 
tories for  this  article.  He  said,  the  manufactures 
only  asked  for  the  benefit  of  the  home  market.  The 
commercial  interest  had  as  much  encouragement  as 
this.  Mr.  D.  adverted  to  the  remark,  that  we  were 
adopting  the  Chinese  policy,  and  spoke  of  the  depres- 
sed situation  of  commerce,  in  consequence  of  its  be- 
ing overdone.  Too  much  capital,  and  too  much  labor, 
had  been  invested  in  it.  He  asked  what  would  have 
become  of  this  capital,  and  the  industry  and  enterprise 
of  which  the  gentleman  from  Maryland  had  spoken, 
if  the  government  had  not  extended  a helping  hand 
to  it,  when  it  w-as  depressed  to  the  earth?  He  then 
adverted  to  the  former  situation  of  the  navigation  of 
the  country;  its  subsequent  prosperity;  the  causes  of 
that  prosperity,  and  the  acts  that  had  been  passed, 
giving  exclusive  encouragement  to  our  own  shipping. 
He  could  see  no  reason  why  the  shipping  interest 
should  not  bear  its  proportion  of  the  taxes  imposed 
by  the  government. 

After  Messrs.  Lloyd,  cf  Mass.  Dickerson , Smith , 
/)’  Wolf  and  Hayne,  had  spoken  in  explanation,  reply 
or  otherwise: 

The  question  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Holmes,  of  Maine, 
was  put,  and  decided  in  the  negative,  by  yeas  and  nays, 
as  follows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Bel).  Branch,  Chandler,  Clayton.  Holmes,  of 
Maine,  J.  S.  Johnston  of  Lou.  King,  of  N.  Y.  Knight,  Lloyd,  of 
Mass.  Lowrie,  Macon.  Mills,  Palmer,  Parrot,  Seymour,  Smith 
Thomas  Van  Bur  n.  Van  Dyke  Ware,  Williams— 21. 

NAYS— Messrs  Barbour,  Barton.  Benton,  Brown,  D’Wolf,  Dick* 
erson.  Eaton,  Edwards.  Eiliotr.  Findlay,  Gaillard,  Hayne.  Holmes, 
of  Miss.  Jackson,  Johnson,  of  Ken.  ll.  Johnson,  of  Lou  Keliv, 
King,  of  Alab.Lanman.  Lloyd,  ol  Md.  Mdlvaine,  Noble, Kuggks, 
Talbot,  Taylor,  of  Iml.  Taylor  of  Virginia— 25. 

So  the  senate  refused  to  except  duck  and  sheetings 
from  the  duty  proposed  in  the  bill. 

Mr.  Elliott  then  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  striking 
out  all  the  proviso  which  fixes  a minimum  price  upon 
which  the  duties  on  cotton  cloths,  and  cotton  tw  ist, 
yarn  or  thread,  are  to  be  calculated. 

Mr.  Elliott  spoke  at  considerable  length  in  support 
of  his  amendment,  taking  an  extensive  and  general 
view  of  the  principles  upon  which  *he  bill  is  founded, 
and  of  its  probable  operation  upon  all  Ihe  various  in- 
terests of  the  country. 

j The  senate  (hen  ad  journo  1 1*1!  to-morrow.. 
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May  4.  The  senate,  in  committee  of  the  whole, 
resumed  the  consideration  of  the  tariff  bill. 

The  question  was  upon  the  motion  submitted  yes- 
terday by  Mr.  Elliott,  to  amend  the  bill,  by  striking 
out  the  proviso,  which  establishes  the  minimum  upon 
which  the  duties  on  cotton  cloths  and  cotton  twist, 
yarn,  or  thread,  are  to  be  calculated. 

A debate  that  occupied,  the  whole  day  followed — 
Messrs.  Ruggles  and  Dickerson  opposing,  and  Messrs. 
Taylor , of  Va.  Hayne , Macon  and  Lloyd  supporting  the 
amendment.  The  senate  rose  without  a decision. 

May  5.  The  senate  fui'ther  considered  the  tariff 
hill  in  committee  of  the  whole. 

The  question  was  upon  the  amendment  moved  by 
Mr.  Elliott,  on  Monday  last,  to  strike  out  that  part  of 
the  bill  which  establishes  the  minimum  tor  the  calcu- 
lation of  the  duties  on  cotton  cloths  and  cotton  twist, 
yarn  or  thread. 

A long  debate  followed  in  which  many  gentlemen 
took  part.  Then, 

Mr.  Holmes,  of  Maine,  moved  to  amend  the  bill,  by 
reducing  the  minimum  upon  which  the  duty  on  cotton 
cloth  is  to  be  calculated,  from  thirty-five  cents  to  thirty 
cents,  per  square  yard.  This  amendment  was  agreed  j 
to,  28  members  voting  in  the  affirmative;  and  so  the 
minimum  on  cotton  cloths  was  reduced  to  thirty  cents 

The  question  was  then  put  on  Mr.  Elliott's  motion 
to  strike  out  all  the  proviso  relative  to  the  minimum  on 
cotton  goods,  and  decided  in  the  negative,  by  yeas  and 
nays,  as  follows: 

YEAS  — Messrs  Barbour,  Branch,  Clayton,  Elliott.  Gaillarrf, 
Hayne,  Holmes,  of  Me.  Hoimes,  of  Miss.  FI.  Johnson,  of  La.  J.  S. 
Johnston,  of  La.  Kelly,  King,  of  Ala.  King,  ofN.  Y.  Lloyd,  of 
Md.  Lloyd,  of  Mass.  Macon,  Mills,  Parrott,  Smith,  Taylor,  of  V:t. 
Van  Dy ke,  Ware,  Williams—  23. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Barton,  Bell,  Benton,  Brown,  Chandler,  D’WoH, 
Dickerson,  Eaton,  Edwards,  Findlay . Jaekson,  Johnson  of  Ken. 
Knight,  Lanman,  Lowiie,  Mcllvaiiu  , Noble,  Palmer,  Ruggles,  Sey- 
mour, Talbot,  Taylor  of  Ind.  Thomas.  Van  Bur  n— 24. 

So  the  senate  refused  to  strike  out  the  minimum  on 
cotton  cloths,  and  cotton  twist,  yarn  or  thread. 

Mr.  Holmes,  of  Maine,  then  moved  to  amend  the 
hill  by  striking  out  from  it  the  following  clause:  “On 
all  foreign  distilled  spirits,  fifteen  per  centum  upon 
the  duties  now  imposed  by  law,  and  in  addition 
thereto.” 

Mr.  Holmes  spoke  briefly  in  support  of  his  amend- 
ment; as,  also,  did  Mr.  Lloyd,  of  Mass.  It  was  op- 
posed by  Messrs.  Talbot  and  Findlay.  The  question 
upon  the  amendment  was  then  put,  and  decided  in  the- 
affirmative,  by  yeas  and  nays,  as  follows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Barbour,  Bell,  Branch,  Chandler,  Clayton.  El- 
liot. Gaillard,  Hayne,  Holms,  of  Maine,  Holm  s,  of  Miss.  FI.  John- 
son, of  Lou.  J.  S.  Johnston  of  Lou.  Kelly.  King  of  Ala.  King,  of 
N.  Y.  Knight,  Lanman.  Lloyd,  of  Mass.  Lowri'-,  Macon,  Mills,  Par 
rott, Seymour,  Smith,  Thomas,  Van  Dyke,  Ware,  Williams— 28 
t<  NAY'S— Messrs.  Barton,  Benton.  Brown,  D’ Wolf.  Dickerson,  Ed- 
wards, Findlay  .Jackson,  Johnson,  of  Ken.  Lloyd,  of  Md.  Mcllvaine, 
Noble,  Palmer,  Ruggles,  Talbot.  Taylor,  of  Ind.  Taylor,  of  Va. 
Van  Boren— 18. 

So  the  proposed  duty  on  foreign  distilled  spirits  was 
stricken  out. 

Mr.  Smith  then  moved  to  amend  the  bill,  by  strik- 
ing out  the  clause  which  imposes  duties  on  unmanu- 
factured wool;  and 

The  senate  adjourned. 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

Wednesday,  April  28.  The  following  message  was 
received  from  the  president  of  the  United  States, 
by  Mr.  Everett,  his  private  secretary: 

To  the-housc  of  representatives: 

The  house  of  representativeshaving  referred  back, 
the  accounts  and  claims  of  Daniel  D.  Tomkins,  late 
governor  of  New  York,  to  be  settled,  on  the  princi- 
ples established  by  the  report  of  the  committee,  and  1 
law  founded  on  it,  in  the  last  session,  I have  re-con- ; 
sidered  the  subject,  and  now  communicate  the  result,  j 

By  the  report  of  the  committee,  which  it  was  un-  j 
derstood  was  adopted  by  the  house,  it  was  decided,  j 
that  his  accounts  and  claims  should  be  settled  on  the  j 
four  following  principles: 


First,  That  interest  should  be  allowed  him  on  all 
moneys  advanced  by  him  for  the  public,  from  the 
time  of  the  advance  to  that  of  his  being  reimbursed. 

Second,  That  a reasonable  commission  should  be 
allowed  him,  on  ail  moneys  disbursed  by  him  during 
the  late  war. 

Third,  That  an  indemnity  should  be  allowed  him 
for  all  iosses  which  he  had  sustained  by  the  failure  of 
the  government  to  fulfil  its  engagements  to  send  him 
money  or  treasury  notes  within  the  time  specified,  to 
be  deposited  in  certain  banks,  as  collateral  security 
for  loans  procured  by  him,  at  the  request,  and  on  ac- 
count of,  the  government. 

Fourth,  That  he  should  not  be  held  responsible  for 
losses  incurred  by  the  frauds  and  failures  of  sub- 
agents.  to  whom  moneys  were  advanced  through  his 
hands. 

On  the  first:  That  of  interest  on  his  advances  for 
the  public,  l have  allowed  him  $14,438  68.  4 his  al- 

lowance is  made  on  advances  admitted  by  the  account- 
ing department,  and  on  the  declaration  of  Mr.  Tomp- 
kins that  the  remittances  made  to  him  after  his  ad- 
vances, and  previous  to  the  24th  of  December  . 1814, 
when  a very  large  sum  of  money  was  remitted  to  him, 
were  applied  to  public  purposes,  and  not  to  the  reim- 
bursement of  his  advances. 

On  the  second  head:  That  of  a reasonable  com- 
mission for  his  disbursements  during  the  late  war,  I 
have  allowed  him  five  per  cent,  on  the  whole  sum  dis- 
bursed by  him,  amounting  to  ninety-two  thousand 
two  hundred  and  thirteen  dollars  and  thirteen  cents. 
1 have  made  him  this  extra  allowance  in  considera- 
tion of  the  aid  which  he  afforded  to  the  government 
at  that  important  epoch,  in  obtaining  the  loan  of  a 
considerable  part  of  the  sums  thus  disbursed. 

On  the  third  head:  That  of  an  indemnity  for  losses 
sustained  by  him  in  consequence  of  the  failure  of  the 
government  to  fulfil  its  engagements  to  send  him  mo- 
ney or  treasury  notes  within  the  time  specified,  I 
have  allowed  him  $4,411  25,  being  the  amount  of  the 
loss  sustained  on  the  sale  of  treasury  notes,  for  which 
he  is  responsible. 

On  the  fourth  head:  That  of  losses  sustained  by  him, 
by  any  frauds  or  failures  of  sub-agents,  none  such 
having  been  shewn,  no  allowance  whatever  has  been 
made  to  him. 

From  the  amount  thus  allowed  to  Mr.  Tompkins, 
after  deducting  the  sum  paid  him,  under  the  act  of 
the  present  session,  and  the  moneys  charged  to  his 
account,  there  will  remain  a balance  due  him  of 
$60,238  46,  as  appears  by  the  sketch  herewith  com- 
municated. 

In  making  a final  decision  on  Mr.  Tompkins’  claims, 
a question  arises,  shall  interest  be  allowed  him  on  the 
amount  of  the  commission  on  his  disbursements? 
The  law  of  the  last  session  grants  to  the  president  a 
power  to  allow  interest  on  moneys  advanced  by  him 
to  the  public,  but  does  not  authorize  it  on  the  com- 
mission to  be  allowed  on  his  disbursements.  To  make 
such  allowance,  belongs  exclusively  to  congress. 
Had  his  claims  been  settled  at  the  end  of  the  last  war, 
on  the  principles  established  by  the  law  of  the  last 
session,  a commission  on  disbursements  Yvould  then 
have  been  allowed  him.  This  consideration  operates 
with  great  force,  in  favor  of  the  allowance  of  inte- 
rest, on  that  commission,  at  this  time,  which  I recom- 
mend to  congress.  I think  proper  to  add,  that  the 
official  relation  which  I bore  to  governor  Tompkins, 
at  that  very  interesting  epoch,  under  the  highly  dis- 
tinguished and  meritorious  citizen,  under  whom  we 
both  served,  enabling  me  to  feel  very  sensibly  the 
value  of  his  services,  excites  a very  strong  interest 
in  his  favor,  which  I deem  it  not  improper  to  express. 

JAMES  MONROE. 

April  28,  1824. 

The  message  was  read,  and  ordered  to  he  laid  on 
the.  table.  Adjourned. 
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A statement  of  allowances  made  by  the  president  of 
the  United  States  to  Daniel  D.  Tompkins,  late  go- 
vernor of  the  state  of  New  York,  under  the  act  of 
congress,  passed  for  his  relief,  on  the  21st  Februa- 
ry, 1823,  and  the  resolution  of  the  house  of  repre- 
sentatives, of  the  16th  April,  1824. 

Interest  on  advances  made  by  him  at  times  when  he 
does  not  appear  to  have  had  in  his  hands  funds  of 
the  United  States,  calculated  from  the  dates  of  the 
advances,  to  the  24th  December,  IS  14,  without  rc 


intrinsic  importance,  and  its  association  with  events 
which  were  once  the  occasion  of  much  sensibility 
and  excitement.  They  trust,  however,  that  they 
have  approached  the  discussion,  devoid  of  all  preju- 
dice, with  an  honest  desire,  in  doing  justice,  to  sustain 
those  great  principles  .of  concord  and  power,  which 
are  essential  to  the  durability  of  this  union. 

Your  committee  deem  it  entirely  unnecessary,  that 


they  should  recite  all  the  circumstances  comprsing  a 
history  of  this  claim,  as  they  are  generally  known  to 
ference  to  remittances  made  to  him  from  time  to  i the  nation,  and  are  to  be  found  in  an  authentic  shape, 
time,  wherein  the  same  were,  in  part,  merged  at  7 in  the  documents  accompanying  the  president’s  mes- 


per  cent,  per  annum,  $14,433 

Commission,  at  5 per  cent,  on  $1,844,262  C 7 , 

the  amount  of  his  disbursements,  9.2,213  13 
Loss  on  the  sale  of  treasury  notes  4,411  25 


68  sage.  To  this  source  your  committee  would  ask  a 
, special  reference. 


111,063  06 


From  which  deduct  the  balance  found  due 
from  him  on  settlement  of  his  account 
of  16th  June,  1820,  and  a sum  of  200  dol- 
lars refunded  to  him  by  capt.  Magher, 
and  entered  to  his  debit,  27th  Nov. 
1821.  11,222  57 

The  amount  of  the  warrant  is- 
sued to  reimburse  the  loss  sus- 
tained on  the  sale  of  the  trea- 
sury notes,  and  which  was  en- 
tered to  his  debit  4,411  25 

And  the  amount  paid  to  him  un- 
der the  act  foj^m  relief,  pass- 


ed 22d  Dec. 


35,190  00 


50,823  82 


$60,239  24 

Thursday,  April  29.  [The  proceedings  of  this  day 
were  sufficiently  noticed  in  the  last  Register.] 

Friday,  April  30.  Mr.  Tucker  moved  to  take  up  the 
report  of  the  committee  on  the  claim  of  the  heirs  of  of  th 


It  will  be  sufficient  for  present  purposes  to  premise, 
that  a large  portion  of  the  claim  of  Massachusetts  does 
not  appear  to  be  affected  by  these  constitutional  diffi- 
culties, which  so  long,  in  the  consideration  of  the  ex- 
ecutive of  the  United  States,  operated  as  an  impe- 
diment to  its  adjustment. 

Your  committee  are  unanimously  of  opinion,  that 
the  services  rendered  by  the  militia  of  Massachusetts, 
which  may  be  considered  beyond  all  exception,  and 
as  entitled  to  remuneration,  are  comprised  in  a class 
of  cases,  in  which,  by  the  spontaneous  impulse  of  the 
militia,  with  or  without  the  sanction  of  the  executive 
of  that  state,  or  with  or  without  a requisition  on  the 
part  of  the  officer  of  the  United  States  commanding 
the  department  they  assembled,  either  for  the  pur- 
pose of  repelling  actual  invasion,  or  under  a well 
founded  apprehension  of  invasion.  It  is,  in  fact,  on 
this  principle  and  on  this  principle  only,  that  the  . 
claims  for  militia  services  of  the  various  states 
have  been  audited  and  allowed  at  the  department 
of  war.  Services  of  this  description,  patriotically 
performed,  ought  not  to  be  prejudiced  by  a pre- 
existing difference  of  opinion  between  the  execu- 
tive of  Massachusetts,  and  the  commanding  officer 
United  States’  forces,  as  to  an  abstract  con- 


Beaumarchais;  which  was  agreed  to — ayes  63,  noes  struction  of  the  constitution,  when  such  a differ- 
52;  and  the  house  went  into  committee  of  the  whole,  ence  of  opinion  appears  to  have  had  no  sort  of  effect 
Mr.  Bassett  in  the  chair,  on  the  report.  Mr.  Tucker  on  the  extent  and  character  of  the  services  afforded, 
having  commenced  a detailed  statement  of  the  cir-  But,  on  the  other  hand,  your  committee  are  equally 
eumstances  of  the  claim,  and  made  some  progress, ! unanimous  in  declaring,  that,  in  all  cases  where  the 
the  committee  rose,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Clay,  with  an  , acts  of  the  executive  of  Massachusetts  gave  a direc- 
understanding  that  this  subject  be  taken  up  on  Mon-  ( tion  to  the  services  of  the  militia  of  that  state,  in  op- 
day  next.  ; position  to  the  view's  of  the  general  government,  the 

Mr.  A.  Stevenson,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was  claim  for  such  services  is  altogether  inadmissable;  for 
referred  the  message  of  the  president  of  the  United , these,  the  government  of  Massachusetts  may  be  con- 
states, in  relation  to  the  accounts  of  Daniel  D.  Tomp-  sidered  to  have  incurred  an  ulterior  and  exclusive  re- 
kins, reported  a bill,  (in  blank),  “making  appropria-  ! sponsibility  to  her  own  people. 


tion  for  the  payment  of  the  amount  adjudged  to  be 
due  to  him;”  which  was  twice  read  and  referred. 

The  house  was  engaged  a considerable  time  in  dis- 
posing of  business  appertaining  to  individuals. 

Saturday,  May  1.  The  house  w'as  exclusively  en- 
gaged in  disposing  of  private  bills. 

Monday , May  3.  After  the  presentation  of  peti- 
tions— 

Mr.  Hamilton,  of  South  Carolina,  from  the  military 


Your  committee  waive  the  discussion  of  the  ques- 
tion, how  far  the  renunciation,  on  the  part  of  the  ex- 
ecutive and  legislature  the  state  of  of  Massachusetts, 
of  the  unconstitutional  principles  on  which  the  then 
governor  of  that  state  acted,  in  the  early  stages  of  the 
wrar,  is  necessary  to  the  allowance  of  any  portion  of 
the  claims  of  the  state  for  the  services  in  question. 
These  claims,  when  first  presented  for  adjustment, 
immediately  after  the  late  war,  were  considered  ra- 


committee,  to  which  was  referred  the  message  of  the  j therin  the  mass,  than  in  reference  to  the  particular 
president  of  the  United  States  on  the  claim  of  Massa- 1 items  of  which  they  are  composed.  In  fact,  at  that 
chusetts,  fur  services  rendered  by  the  militia  of  that  earlv  period,  the  principles  on  which  the  claim*  fm- 


by  the  militia  of  that 
state  during  the  late  war  w'ith  Great  Britain,  made  a 
report,  accompanied  by  a bill  “to  authorize  the-  set- 
tlement and  payment  of  the  claims  of  the  state  of 
Massachusetts  for  certain  services  rendered  during 
the  late  war.” 

The  following  is  a copy  of  the  report: 

The  committee  on  military  affairs,  to  which  w'as  re- 
ferred the  message  of  the  president  of  the  United 
States,  “on  the  claim  of  Massachusetts,  for  services 
rendered  by  the  militia  of  that  state  during  the  late 
war  wrilh  Great  Britain,  beg  leave  most  respectfully 
to  report-: 

That,  in  considering  the  subject  submitted  to  their 
investigation,  they  ha,r  1 been  fully  impressed  with  its 


ly  period,  the  principles  on  which  the  claims  for 
militia  services  ought  to  be  audited  and  allowed,  were 
but  imperfectly  fixed.  The  subsequent  presentation 
and  examinations  of  the  claims  of  the  several  states, 
for  such  services,  have  shed  much  light  on  this  sub- 
ject, and  have  afforded  many  advantages  at  the  pre- 
sent moment  in  examining  those  of  Massachusetts. 
Distinctions,  important  to  the  elucidation  of  princi- 
ples, and  to  the  ascertainment  of  justice,  have  been 
taken,  and  sustained,  which  might  naturally  have  been 
overlooked  at  the  commencement  of  the  discussion. 

Your  committee,  however,  cannot  abstain  from  in- 
dulging in  one  remark,  that,  if  the  fact  of  the  govern- 
ment Of  having  T/m  enmn 

years  su 


Massachusetts  having 
sequent  to  the  late  war, 


declined,  for  some 
t-  renounce  the  un- 
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constitutional  doctrines  of  her  theu  executive,  as  dc-  , Mr.  Letcher  then  submitted  a proposition,  in  the  fol- 
veloped  in  the  opinions  of  the  judges  of  her  supreme  , lowing  words: 

judicial  court,  can  be  supposed  ever  to  have  borne  up-  I "Resolved  That  provision  ougrht  to  be  made  by  law.  requiring, 
"on  that  portion  of  the  claim  which  the  committee  ' *P  a">. cause  4.-cided  111  the  supreme  court,  iu  which  shsllbe 
, 1 j j r iii  .T  ! drawn  m question  the  validity  of  any  part  ol  the  constitution  of  a 

have  recommended  tor  payment,  the  recent  disa-  | state,  or  ot'any  act  passed  by  the  legislature  of  a state,  that 

vowal  of  her  present  executive  and  legislature  fur-  j justices  shall  concur  in  pronouncing  such  part  of  the  said  constitu- 

nishes  at  least,  a belief  that  all  danger  of  a future  col- ! or  i,cL  to  in.':a,i.,!'  ,and  tbat-  wi,hou-t  tbe  concurrence  of 
. , , ’ , p . j ^at  number  of  said  justices,  the  part  of  the  constitution,  or 

llSton,  between  the  general  government  and  the  j *ct  of  the  legislature,  (as  the  case  may  be),  so  draw',:  ill  question 
states,  in  reference  to  the  authority  of  the  former  shall  not  be  deemed,  or  hoiden.  invalid. 

over  the  militia  of  the  latter,  has  been  permanently  \ Resolved'  the  justices  aforesaid,  in  pronouncing  their  judg. 


ved. 


r xi  • i x xi  • - x 1 , i mentm  any  such  cause,  as  aforesaid,  ought  to  be  required,  by  law 

111  this  light,  the  Committee  cannot  but  re-  j to  give  th  ir  opinions,  with  their  respective  reasons  therefor,  sepa- 
nunciation  as  honorable  to  the  chief  ma-  I ratelyand  distinctly,  if  the  judgment  of  the  court  he  against  the 


ward  the  renunc 


gistrate  and  legislature  of  Massachusetts,  and  as  high- 
ly useful  in  fixing  the  true  interpretation  of  the  con- 
stitution, on  an  interesting  and  important  point.  This 
disavowal,  in  consonance,  as  it  is  affirmed,  with  the 
sentiment  of  the  great  mass  of  the  people  of  Massa- 
chusetts, is  indeed  a reiteration  of  the  language  which 
was  expressed  by  the  senate  of  that  state,  as  early  as 
October,  1812,  at  the  moment  when  the  unfortunate 
irritation  between  the  national  and  state  functiona 
ries  was  most  exasperated,  and  when  remuneration 
for  these  services  formed  neither  a subject  of  calcu- 
lation or  desire. 

Your  committee,  in  conclusion,  recommend  that, 
in  all  cases  where  the  militia  of  the  state  of  Massa- 
chusetts were  called  out,  in  conformity  with  the  de- 
sire of  an  officer  of  the  general  government,  or  to  re- 
pel actual  invasion,  or  under  a well  founded  appre- 
hension of  invasion,  during  the  late  war,  the  claim  of 
the  state  for  such  militia  services  be  allowed,  under 
the  usual  rules  of  auditing  and  allowing  similar 
claims;  provided  the  number  of  troops  so  called  out, 
were  not  in  undue  proportion  to  the  exigency. 

Your  committee  likewise  recommend,  that  the 
claims  of  Massachusetts,  not  comprehended  in  the 
above  description  of  cases  be  disallowed.  And,  in 
conformity  with  the  foregoing  principles,  ask  leave 
to  report  a hill. 

Mr.  Hamilton  moved  to  refer  this  report  to  a com- 
mittee of  the  whole  on  the  state  of  the  union. 

Mr.  Cobb  opposed  the  “undue  preference”  that  this 
motion  gave  to  the  subject,  and  desired  it  might  be 
simply  referred  to  a committee  of  the  whole;  and  af- 
ter some  discussion,  it  was  so  referred. 

Mr.  Taylor,  of  New  York,  from  the  joint  committee 
appointed"  to  consider  the  subject  of  the  day  for  ter- 
minating the  present  session  of  oongress,  reported  an 
amendment  to  the  resolution  from  the  senate  on  that 
subject,  proposing  to  substitute  the  nineteenth  day  of 
May  for  the  day  pr  oposed  by  the  senate. 

The  question  being  on  agreeing  to  the  amendment 
thus  reported: 

Mr.  McLane  said  he  was  unprepared  to  vote  on 
the  question.  He  adverted  to  Mr.  Edwards' ’ address, 
and  was  not  willing  to  close  the  session  until  the  in- 
vestigation was  completed,  &c.  After  remarks  from 
other  gentlemen,  the  reportwaslaid  on  the — ayes  100, 
noes  78. 

Many  private  hills  were  passed. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  house  a letter  from 
Thomas  J.  Rogers,  resigning  his  seat  as  a member  of 
this  house,  from  the  state  of  Pennsylvania;  which 
was  laid  on  the  table;  and  it  was 

Ordered,  That  the  governor  of  Pennsylvania  be  in- 
formed of  the  vacancy  occasioned  by  this  resignation. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Letcher,  of  Kentucky,  the  house 
resolved  itself  into  a committee  of  the  whole,  on  the 
state  of  the  union,  Mr.  Dwight  in  the  chair,  on  the  re- 
monstrance addressed  to  the  congress  of  the  United 
States,  by  the  state  of  Kentucky,  on  the  subject  of  the 
decision  of  the  supreme  court,  in  the  case  of  Green 
vs.  Biddle,  involving  the  constitutionality  of  the  occu- 
pying claimant  laws  of  Kentucky,  as  they  are  usually 
called. 


| rati  iy  ano  distinctly,  if  the  judgment  of  the  court  be  against  the 
validity  of  the  part  of  the  constitution,  or  act  drawn  in  question 
as  aforesaid. 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  the  judiciary  be  instructed  to 
report  a nil  in  conformity  to  the  preceding  resolutions.” 

Mr.  Letcher  proceeded  at  considerable  length,  to  de- 
liver his  sentiments  in  support  of  the  resolutions  he 
had  proposed;  when  a debate  arose,  which  continu- 
ed till  half  past  four  o’clock,  without  being  conclud- 
ed. 


Mr.  Forsyth  offered  the  following  amendment,  as  a 
substitute  to  the  first  of  the  above  resolutions: 

Resolved , That  a quorum  of  the  supreme  court,  to  transact  the 
business  of  that  tribunal,  should  consist  of  such  a numorr  of  the 
justices  composing  it,  that  a majority  of  the  quorum  shall  he  a ma- 
jority ol  the  whole,  court,  including  the  chief justice. 

Mr.  F.  supported  his  motion  in  a short  speech;  and 
Messrs.  Wickliffc,  Clay,  Forsyth,  Webster,  Mercer,  P.P. 
Barbour,  Randolph , and  Trimble,  having,  respectively 
spoken  at  considerable  length  on  the  question,  the 
committee  rose,  on  motion  of  Ml  McKim,  of  Mary- 
land. 

And  the  house  adjourned. 

Tuesday,  May  4.  After  the  transaction  of  private  or 
preparatory  business,  the  house  resolved  itself  into  a 
committee  of  the  whole,  on  the  “bill  reducing  into 
one  the  several  acts  for  establishing  and  regulating 
the  post  office  department.”  A variety  of  amendments 
were  made  or  suggested,  a notice  of  which,  unless 
the  bill  was  before  us,  cannot  have  much,  if  any,  in- 
terest. The  committee  rose  without  going  through 
the  hill. 

Wednesday,  May  5.  Mr.  Bassett  obtained  leave  of 
absence  for  the  residue  of  the  session. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  F.  Johnson,  the  house  went  into 
committee  of  the  whole,  Mr.  Tomlinson  in  the  chair* 
on  the  bill  to  reduce  into  one  the  several  acts  estab- 
lishing and  regulating  the  post  office  department. 

The  consideration  of  this  important  bill  occupied 
the  remainder  of  the  day.  The  committee  rose,  re- 
ported progress  and  had  leave  to  sit  again. 

THURSDxW’s  PROCEEDINGS. 

Much  business  was  transacted  in  both  houses  thic 
day,  but  we  have  room  only  for  a very  brief  sketch. 

The  senate  was  chiefly  occupied  with  the  tariff  bill. 
After  much  debate  and  several  attempts  to  strike  out 
the  duty  altogether,  if  was  agreed,  25  to  22,  to  limit 
the  prospective  duty  on  unmanufactured  wool  to  30 
per  cent,  ad  valorem,  and  so  the  clause  otherwise 
stands  as  it  came  from  the  house. 

The  highest  progressive  duty  on  woollen  manufac- 
tures was  limited,  28  to  IS,  to  33£  per  cent. 

It  was  again  refused,  25  to  22,  to  except  Russia 
goods  from  the  duty  imposed  by  the  hill — and  an 
amendment  was  rejected  to  exempt  manufactures  of 
“hemp  and  flax”  from  the  provisions  of  the  bill — 25 
to  22. 

It  was  also  refused,  24  to  23,  to  strike  out  the  pro 
posed  duty  of  4-£  cents  per  square  yard  on  cotton 
bagging. 

The  particulars  shall  be  given  hereafter.  They 
shew  a disposition  to  pass  the  bill. 

In  the  house  of  representatives — the  proceedings  were 
interesting,  but  not  immediately  important;  an  ac- 
count of  them  must  lay  over  for  the  next  Register. 
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gCjPThough  the  present  sheet  is  almost  exclusive- 
ly given  up  to  whatris  called  “Mr.  Lowrie’s  affair” 
and  the  proceedings  of  congress,  there  are,  perhaps, 
few  numbers  of  the  Register  that  will  be  read  with 
more  interest,  or  more  frequently  referred  to.  But 
the  quantity  of  matter  suddenly  thrown  upon,  our 
columns,  has  deranged  them  almost  as  much  as  those 
of  the  British  were,  at  New  Orleans,  on  the  8th  of 
January,  1815;  and  we  shall  publish  a.  supplement  next 
week  to  dispose  of  a number  of  interesting  articles 
in  type,  or  intended  to  have  been  inserted  this  week. 

On  the  publication  of  the  private  correspondence  of 
Messrs.  Monroe  and  Jackson,  we  have  nothing  more 
to  say,  at  present,  than  to  repeat  the  words  of  Mr. 
Eaton,  who  sent  the  letters  to  the  press,  and  express 
our  regret  that  “any  circumstances”  should  have 
drawn  them  forth;  not  because  of  their  contents , but 
for  the  reason  that  a president  of  the  United  States 
should  have  thought  it  required  of  him  to  give  up  the 
confidential  advice  of  a friend,  thodgh  with  that 
friend’s  consent.  The  precedent  is  a bad  one — let 
who  be  to  blame  for  it  that  may. 


war;  and  it  will  be  recollected  that  our  specie  was 
continually  travelling  east.  The  deposites  of  it  in  the 
Boston  banks,  in  1814,  were  $4,993*054 — now  they 
are  635,132!  On  the  5 millions  of  specie,  they  cir- 
culated only  1,856,006  dollars  of  their  notes;  now 
on  the  635,000,  they  have  notes  out  to  the  amount  of 
1,725,567  dollars. 

Methodist  general  conference.  On  Monday, 
last  week,  the  general  conference  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  church,  commenced  its  session  in  this  city. 
This  general  conference,  which  is  held  quadrennially* 
is  composed  of  representatives  from  twelve  annual 
conferences,  comprising,  in  the  aggregate,  one  thou- 
sand two  hundred  and  twenty  six  travelling  preachers, 
and  embracing  the  whole  of  the  states  and  territo- 
ries of  the  union,  and  the  British  province  of  Upper* 
Canada.  For  every  seven  members  belonging  to  each 
annual  conference,  one  delegate  is  sent  to  the  general 
conference.  The  assemblage  of  ministers  of  the  gos- 
pel, convened  on  this  solemn  occasion,  consists  of 
about  one  hundred  and  forty  members,  comprising, 
The  journal  of  the  proceedings  of  congress  is  im- jit  is  believed,  a greater  number  than  has  ever  met  in 
portant— especially  that  of  the  senate  on  the  tariff  | this  country  on  any  similar  occasion.  Tn  addition  to 
bill,  the  decisions  on  the  several  items  of  which  are  [these,  there  are  also  two  delegates  in  the  conference 
given  in  detail.  It  will  be  seen  that,  on  Thursday  last,  jfrom  the  Methodist  church  in  Great  Britain.  Bishops 
the  senate  passed  the  bill  by  a majority  of  four  voles.  It  \ McKendree , George  and  Roberts  are  also  present*  and 
has  been  much  “amended” — but  the  duty  on  iron  has  preside  alternately  over  the  deliberations  of  the  con-5 
been  restored,  and  is  as  it  came  from  the  house,  and  [ference. 
that  on  hemp  is  fixed  at  $35  per  ton;  the  item  “cotton  j 

bagging,”  so  long  a bone  of  contention,  has  been  | The  President,  gen*  Jackson  and  Mr.  Lowrie, 
stricken  out.  As  it  stands,  it  is  far  from  meeting  the  j The  “National  Intelligencer,”  of  the  7thinst.  contain- 
viewsof  the  friends  of  what  Mr-  Clay  calls  the  “Arne-  ed  the  following  letters — 

rican  system,”  but  still  it  may  serve  for  the  founda- ! Messrs.  Gales  and  Seaton — I have  addressed  toge- 
tion  of  a course  of  proceedings  which  will  do  for  ma-  jneral  Jackson  a letter  on  the  subject  of  Mr.  Lonnie's 
v ufaclures  what  legislation  has  done  for  navigation , as  jcommunication,  which  appeared  in  your  paper  of  the 
the  ability  of  the  people  to  supply  their  own  wants  5th  instant.  The  general  has  returned  me  an  answer, 
is  developed.  We,  therefore,  earnestly  hope  that  [and  I have  obtained  from  him  permission  to  publish 
tlm  amendments  will  be  accepted  by  the  house,  and  jit.  With  a view,  therefore,  to  bring  the  matter  ful- 
ly before  the  public,  I send  you  my  letter,  and  the  ge- 
neral's answer,  with  a request  that  you  will  insert 
them  in  the  Intelligencer.  Respectfully,  yours,  &c. 

G.  Kremee. 

May  6,  1824. 


feel  assured  that  the  president  will  approve  the 
hill,  for  the  reason  that  the  duties  now  proposed  to  be 
levied  by  way  of  protection,  if  taken  en  masse , are  very 
little,  if  any,  higher  than  it  has  been  proposed  to  fix 
them  at  for  revenue  purposes  only — so  the  apprehen- 
sions of  some,  as  to  an  increase  of  smuggling,  de- 
crease of  the  revenue,  and  many  et  ceteras,  should 
cease.  The  bill,  if  passed  into  a law,  will  do  much 
good,  though  those  who  feared  that  it  would  bear 


Washington , May  51h,  1324. 
Dear  general:  Mr.  Lowrie  has  again  made  his  ap- 
Ipearance  in  the  Intelligencer,  and  endeavors  to  prove 


heavily  on  them,  will  not  know  any  thing  of  it  in  a I his  charge  in  relation  to  the  letter,  said  to  have  beer; 
year  or  two.  If  an  advance  of  price  on  some  few  ar-  jwritten  by  you,  to  the  president,  and  read  by  ihe 
tides  should  take  place,  it  cannot  stand  against  the  president  to  him.  The  president,  on  a former  occa- 
domestic  competition  that  will  spring  up.  jsion,  informed  me  he  had  never  read  such  a letter  > ? 

1 Mr.  Crawford’s  reply  to  Mr.  Edwards’  address  !Mr.  Lowrie;  and  Mr.  Findlay,  who  is  said  to  have 
shall  appear  in  our  next  paper — aud  this  will  defer  jbeen,  at  the  time,  present,  has  stated  to  me,  that  r ' 

such  letter  was  ever  read  to  him.  Having  commu- 
nicated to  the  editor  of  the  Democratic  Press  the  in- 
formation I had  received,  I was  led  to  believe  that 
we  would  hear  no  more  of  this  letter.  Subsequent 
events,  however,  shew  that  I was  mistaken.  Mr. 
Lowrie,  in  his  publication,  says,  speaking  of  the  let- 

A ter,  “Why  does  Mr.  Hay  adopt  the  expression  used 

paid  duties  on  goods  imported  at  Castine.  We  hare  !in  the  newspapers,  rather. than  in  my  letter,  viz:  two 

'rIVP.n  a Sll  flip  ip.  nt  nnnnnnt  nf  fVio  nn  i , zv  i i i . i . . . _ -.n  m ' ii ' : .J  — i 


the  intended  publication  of  Mr.  Clay’s  speech,  which 
it  was  then  designed  to  give:  but  it  is  one  of  those 
things  that  will  not  suffer  by  keeping.  Mr.  Webster’s, 
in  reply,  shall  also  be  inserted. 

Castine.  An  act  has  passed  the  house  of  repre 
sentatives  for  the  relief  of  certain  persons  who  had 


pven  a sufficient  account  of  the  case,  that  it  may  be 
understood,  with  a list  of  the  yeas  and  nays.  The  de- 
cision may  be  right  in'  itself— but  that  Castine  was 
taken  and  held  by  the  Bril  ish  as  a smuggling  depot,  and 
that  the  duties  paid  to  the  British  authorities  were 
only  nominal,  are  facts  that  appear  undoubted.  It 
was  by  that  plentiful  source  of  speculation , that  some 
millions  of  dollars  were  drawn  from  us  durinsr  the 
Vol.  XXV? U. 


federalists  and  two  democrats?”  By  this,  he  evident- 
ly intended  to  convey  .the  opinion,  that  he,  Mr. 
Lowrie,  had  not  made  use  of  this  expression.  This, 
in  fact,  was  the  charge  made — this  was  the  question 
put  by  me  to  the  president,  and  to  this  question  was 
his  answer  given,  and  which  Mr.  Lowrie  did  tell  me, 
on  more  than  one  occasion,  that  he  would  prove.  Al- 
though I am  perfectly  clear  in  my  opinion,  that  neb 


nt 


NILES’  REGISTER— MAY  15,  1824 — “MR.  LOWRIE’S  AFFAIR.55 


ther  folly  nor  .wickedness  can  be  a sufficient  reason  names  were  merebubbles;  and  he  who  would,  ascoL 
ta  ransack  bureaus}  and  drag  forth  the  private  cor-  Drayton  had  done,  abandon  his  fire-side  and  the  com- 
respondcnce  of  any  man,  yet,  inasmuch  as  I have  forts  of  home,  and  continue  in  the  defence  and  pro- 


been  frequently  called  upon,  by  my  constituents,  for 
information  in  relation  to  this  letter,  and  feeling  con- 
fident that  no  motive  can  exist  with  you  for  withhold- 
ing the  contents  of  any  letter  you  ever  wrote,  1 there- 
fore respectfully  ask  you,  in  order  that  the  public  may 
be  correctly  informed,  to  communicate  tome  whether 
you  ever  did  write  such  letter  or  not. 

Accept  the  assurance  of  my  high  consideration  and 
regard.  Very  respectfully,  your  fellow-citizen, 

G.  Kremer. 

General  Andrew  Jackson,  city  of  Washington. 

Dear  sir:  I have  received  your  letter  of  yesterday; 
and,  with  much  cheerfulness  and  candor,  shall  reply 
to  your  inquiry. 


tection  of  his  country  through  the  war,  merited  the 
confidence  of  the  government,  let  him  bear  what  name 
of  party  he  might:  such  a man  I did  recommend  to  Mr. 
Monroe;  he  was  one  I had  never  seen;  yet  one  whose 
conduct,  character  and  good  qualities,  entitled  him 
to  any  and  every  confidence.  ♦ As  well  might,  the  con- 
i elusion  be  adduced,  that!  had  recommended  a selec- 
tion exclusively  from  one  or  the ’other  of  the  parties, 
as  that  the  cabinet,  from  a motive  of  policy,  should  be 
kept  equally  poisetf,  by  appointing  two  of  each,  for 
my  advice  was,  to  select  men  of  probity,  virtue  and 
talents,  without  regard  to  party. 

The  voice  of  Washington,  in  his  farewell  address 
to  the  nation,  was,  that  party  animosity  was  not  to  be 
encouraged,  because  “it  was  calculated  to  distract 


It  has  been  repeatedly  pressed  before  the  public,  | the  public  councils,  and  enfeeble  the  public  admi- 
tfiat  I had  written  a letter  to  Mr.  Monroe,  recom- ! nistration';”  and,  with  his,  the  voice  of  every  patriot 


will  accord.  Virtue  being  the  main-1  pillar  of  a re- 
publican government,  unless  virtuous  men  shall  be 


mending  him  to  select  for  his  cabinet  “two  distin- 
guished republicans  and  two  distinguished  federal- 
ists;” and  that  to  Mr.  Lowrie  and  Mr.  Findlay,  sena-j  drawn  into  its  administration,  the  fabric  must  trem- 
tors  from  the  state  of  Pennsylvania/the  letter  had1  ble.  Designing  and  corrupt  men  may  cover  their  in- 
been  read.  I have  not  been  able  to  persuade  myself  j trigues  under  a pretended  love  for  virtue  and  pa- 
that  the  fact  was  so,  inasmuch  as  our  correspondence  | triotism;  but  a truly  pure  man  will  be  without  dis- 
was  private  and  confidential-— because  Mr.  Findlay,  j guise,  verifying,  as  he  passes  along,  th,e  old  adage, 
who  was  present,  had  no  recollection  of  it — because!  that  the  tree  is  best  known  by  its  fruit, 
no  such  letter 


was  ever  written  by  me— -and,  because 
the  president  denies  that  he  read  any  such  letter,  or 


My  letters  have,  by  the  president,  and  with  my 
consent,  been. placed  in  the  hands  of  a mutual  friend. 


indeed,  any  letter  at  all.  I regret  that  Mr.  Lowrie,  in  j Mr.  Eaton,  with  permission  to  publish  them  when- 
presenting  this  matter,  should  not  recollect  one  mate-j  ever  he  pleases  to  do  so.  I care  not  when  it  is  done, 
rial  circumstance.  When,  first  it  was  spoken  of,  he  for  I am  without  concealment  of  any  kind.  My  opi- 
Stated  to  me,  and  to  others,  that  a letter,  purporting!  nions  and  sentiments,  such  as  they  have  been  writ- 
and  declared  to  be  mine,  had  been  re-ad  to  himself  and  j ten  or  expressed,  at  any  time,  each  and. every  one  are 


Mr.  Findlay,  by  the  president,  which  advised  that  his 
cabinet  should  be  formed  of  “two  distinguished  re- 
publicans and  two  distinguished  federalists.”  My 
reply  to  him  was,  that  no  such  letier  had  ever  been 
Written  by  ine;  that  so  far  as  I could  recollect,  only 
one  person,  Colonel  Drayton,  of  South  Carolina,  had 
been  recommended  to  him;  that,,  I had  suggested  to 
the  president  the  propriety  of  appointing  him  secre- 
tary of  war,  for  the  reason  that  he  was  a man  of  high 
and  honorable  feeling3,  honest,  virtuous  and  of  ener- 
getic character.  Personally,  I knew  not  colonel  Dray- 
ton; but,  from  information  of  his  general  character, 
felt  satisfied  he  could  do  more  to  correct  the  feuds 
which  unhappily  prevailed  in  the  army,  than  any  other 
man  of  whom  I had  any  knowledge.  The  contents  of 
my  letter,  as  read  to  him  by  the  president,  that  two 
distinguished  federalists  and  two  distinguished  re- 
publicans should  he  selected,  was  not  only  stated  by 
Mr.  Lowrie  to  me,  but  to  yourself,  and  to  Mr.  Eaton, 
of  the  senate,  and  others. 

He  has  changed,  however,  his  ground,  and  now 
3ays  it  was  a recommendation  to  the  president,  to 
form  his  cabinet  from  the  two  great  leading  parties 
of  the  country.  Both  statements  are  alike  unfound- 
ed; no  such  letter  was  ever  written  by  me;  on  the 
contrary,  my  advice  to  the  president  was,  that, 
in  the  selection  of  his  cabinet,  he  should  act  up- 
on principle’s  like  these:  consider  himself  the  head 
of  the  nation,  not  of  a party;  that  he  should  have 
around,  him  the  best  talents  the  country  could  afford, 
without  regard  to  sectional  divisions;  and  should,  in 
his  selection,  seek  after  men  of  probity,  virtue,  capa- 
city and  firmness;  and,  in  this  way,  he  would  go  far 
to  eradicate  those  feelings,  which,  on  former  occa- 
sions, threw  so  many  obstacles  in  the  way  of  govern- 
ment; and  be  enabled,  perhaps,  to  unite  a people 
heretofore  politically  divided.  I gave  it  as  my  opi- 
nion, that  the  best  evidence  of  devotion  to  the  go- 
vernment, its  constitution  and  laws,  which  any  could 
afford,  was,  when  these  were  assailed,  to  venture 
forth  in  their  defence,  and  maintain  them  amidst  pri- 


at  all  times  welcome  to.  In  public  or  in  private  let- 
ters, I but  breathe  the  sentiments  I feel,  and  which  my 
judgment  sanctions;  and  no  disposition  will  ever  be 
entertained  by  me,  either  to  disguise  or  to  suppress 
them. 

I am,  very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  ser- 
vant, Andrew  Jackson. 

George  Kremeri  esq. 

Mr.  Monroe  and  general  Jackson. 

The  following  is  the  correspondence  of  general 
Jackson  and  Mr.  Monroe , relative  to  the  letter  on  the 
subject  of  forming  a cabinet,  in  1817.  A copy  of 
the  entire  correspondence  will,  probably,  in  a day  or 
tw.o,  he  laid  before  the  public,  through  the  columns  of 
the  Intelligencer. 

City  of  Washington , January  1 6th,  1824. 

Sir : Having  written  a letter  in  answer  to  one  from 
you,  I think  in  the  early  part  of  1817,  giving  my  opi- 
nion of  certain  characters  which  you  had  named,  and 
who  have  been  recommended  to  you  for  your  execu- 
tive council  and  heads  of  departments;  and  not  hav- 
ing any  copy  here,  will  you  have  the  goodness  to  fur- 
nish me  a copy  of  that  letter.  If  that  is  inconvenient, 
send  me,  this  evening,  if  you  please,  the  original, 
which  shall  be  returned  to  you  as  soon  as  I take  a 
.copy.  Your  compliance  will  oblige  me. 

1 am,  very  respectfully,  your  friend, 

Andrew  Jackson. 

James  Monroe,  president  of  the  United  States. 

Washington,  January  16,  1S24. 

Dear  sir:  Since  the  receipt  of  yours  of  this  daj, 
asking  for  your  letter  addressed  to  me,  about  the 
time  I came  into  this  office,  I have  been  engaged  in 
searching  for  it  among  my  papers,  but  have  not  yet 
found  it.  I very  well  recollect  the  letter,  as  well  ae 
my  answer  to  it,  and  well  know  that  I have  both,  and 
that  the  difficulty  experienced  in  finding  them  pro- 
ceeds from  my  having  taken  too  good  care  of  them. 
” will  continue  my  search  to-morrow,  and  I hope  with 


nations,  and  at  the  sacrifice  of  domestic  quiet.  That  l better  success,  unless  I may  have  left  them  in  the 
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country.  Your  letter  did  you  honor.  It  expressed 
noble  and  manly  sentiments,  having  for  their  object 
the  preservation  of  our  republican  government,  by  a 
generous  exercise  of  power  by  the  republican  party, 
in  a way  to  inspire  general  confidence,  and  draw  the 
union  together.  I hope,  however,  to  find  your  letter 
to-morrow,  and,  in  which  event,  I will  send  it  to  you. 

With  great  respect  and  sincere  regard,  yours, 

Jamer  Monroe. 

General  Andrew  Jackson. 

Washington , February  22,  1S24. 

Sir:  The  four  private  letters  heretofore  addressed 
to  you  by  me,  to  wit:  of  the  23d  October  and  Novem- 
ber 12,  ISIS;  January  6 and  March  18,  1817,  and 
which  were  last  evening  handed  me  by  Mr.  Hay,  are 
returned  to  you.  The  day  is  too  inclement  for  me  to 
go  out,  or  T should  have  handed  them  to  you  myself, 
as  requested  by  Mr.  Hay,  and  promised  by  me. 

Mr.  Hay  shewed  me  Mr.  Lowrie’s  note.  I could 
not  discover  from  it  the  date  of  your  letter  that  he 
had  obtained.  I have  to  request  that  these  private 
letters  of  mine  to  you  be  safely  preserved,  as  it 
may  become  necessary  for  me  to  ask  for  a certified 
copy  of  them.  I have  not  a distinct  recollection  of 
the  substance  of  your  several  letters  to  which  mine 
are  answers.  If  you  know  the  date  of  your  letter 
to  me  that  Mr.  Lowrie  is  possessed  of,  l will  thank 
you  to  advise  me,  that  I may  write  home  for  the  ori- 
ginal. 

I am,  sir,  with  due  respect,  your  most  obedient 
servant,  Andrew  Jackson. 

James  Monroe,  president  of  the  United  States. 

Washington,  February  22,  1824. 

Dear  sir:  I have  no  knowledge  of  the  date  of  the 
letter  to  which  Mr.  Lowrie  refers,  nor  can  I imagine 
in  what  manner  any  letter  of  mine  to  you  or  other 
friend  should  have  got  into  the  possession  of  any  one. 
At  the  time  that  I was  about  to  form  an  administra- 
tion, I communicated  freely  with  some  members  of 
congress,  who  had  co-operated  with  me  in  the  war, 
and  in  whom  I had  perfect  confidence.  I also  cor- 
responded with  some  other  friends  at  a distance.  It 
was  natural,  at  that  time,  that  I should  communicate 
to  those  near  me  the  opinions  of  distinguished  cha- 
racters at  a distance,  as  having  weight  in  my  de- 
cision, as  to  the  arrangement.  But  I have  no  recol- 
lection of  giving  any  copy  of  my  views  on  the  subject 
to  any  one.  The  copy  in  question,  if  correct,  must 
be  resorted  to  for  unfriendly  purposes,  and  in  breach 
of  confidence,  and  has  probably  been  purloined.  I 
recollect  writing  you  a letter,  in  answer  to  yours  re- 
commending colonel  Drayton,  in  which  I concurred 
with  you  in  the  great  result,  that  the  president  ought 
to  be  the  head  of  the  nation,  rather  than  of  a party; 
but  thought 'that  that  result  could  only  be  brought 
about  by  time,  considering  the  circumstances  in 
which  we  were  then  placed.  By  perusing  your  let- 
ters, 1 find  that  you  essentially  concurred  with  me  in 
that  sentiment,  although  you  inclined  to  the  opinion 
that  such  men  as  colonel  Drayton,  who  had  given 
auch  proofs  of  patriotism  and  devotion  to  the  cause  of 
his  country,  ought  to  be  considered  as  having  a just 
claim  to  the  confidence  of  the  government,  and,  in 
fact,  to  be  considered  as  republicans.  The  copy  of 
this  letter  I have  not  been  able  to  find,  nor  do  I re- 
collect ever  seeing  it,  or  your  letters,  till  w ithin  a few 
days  past,  since  the  year  1817. 

To  Mr.  Lowrie’s  note  I have  given  no  answer,  nor 
shall  I.  Let  him  take  his  course;  we  stand  where 
we  did.  If  my  confidence,  given  at  the  time  referred 
to,  has  been,  in  any  manner,  abused,  or  the  letter 
been  purloined,  that  is  an  incident  which  must  dis- 
honor the  party  guilty  of  such  acts.  I do  not  think 
that  there  is  any  thing  in  your  letters  which  can  in- 
jure you,  nor  in  mine,  in  reply  to  them;  but  the  con- 


trary. Defiance,  by  reserve  and  silence,  is  what  the 
transaction,  and  all  connected  with  the  present  move- 
ment, merit. 

I have  done  what  I could  to  moderate  and  put  down 
party  spirit,  believing  that,  by  so  doing,  I gave  the 
best  support  in  my  power  to  our  republican  govern- 
ment. It  can  only  be  put  down  by  the  republican 
party,  and,  wrhile  that  party  is  in  power,  by  a mag- 
nanimous policy.  Persecution  would  keep  the  fede- 
ral party,  which,  at  one  time,  was,  in  certain  mem- 
bers of  it,  a monarchical  one,  alive,  and  give  it  force- 

With  sincere  regard,  I am,  dear  sir,  yours, 

James  Monroe, 

General  Andrew  Jackson. 

Washington  city , May  10,  1824. 

Messrs.  Gales  and  Seaton:  I send  you  for  publica- 
tion the  letters  which  heretofore  passed  between  Mr, 
Monroe  and  gen.  Jackson,  on  the  subject  of  forming 
his  executive  cabinet,  in  1817.  Mr.  Monroe’s  are 
authentic  copies,  procured  from  Nashville,  Tenn, 
Those  of  general  Jackson  are  the  original  letters 
themselves,  which,  some  time  since,  were  placed  in 
my  possession  by  the  president,  with  authority  to  use 
them  as  I might.think  proper,  in  any  way  net  objected 
to  by  the  writer.  Both  those  gentlemen  have  express- 
ed their  willingness  that  the  entire  correspondence 
should  belaid  before  the  public;  accordingly,  and  to 
gratify  a desire  which  seems  generally  to  prevail, 
they  are  sent  to  you  for  publication.  It  is  matter  of 
regret  that  private,  confidential  letters,  breathing  a 
freedom  and  carelessness  of  expression,  based  on  a 
mutually  subsisting  friendship,  and  never  intended 
for  the  press,  should,  under  any  circumstances,  be 
drawn  forth  and  exhibited  to  public  view.  The  ne- 
cessity, however,  which  imposes  their  publication, 
and  of  withdrawing  the  privacy  under  which  they 
were  written,  yvill  be  ascribed  to  the  proper  cause, 
and  readily  understood  by  those  who  have  witnessed 
what  has  recently  been  said,  and  written,  and  printed, 
respecting  them. 

Very  respectfully,  John  H.  Eaton. 

Head  Quarters,  division  of  the  south, 

Nashville,  23 d October,  1816. 

Dear  sir:  I returned  from  the  nation  on  the  12th 

inst,  and  seize  the  first  moment  from  duty  to  write 
you. 

I have  the  pleasure  to  inform  you  that  we  have  ob- 
tained, by  cession,  from  the  Cherokees  and  Chicka- 
saws,  all  their  claim  south  of  Tennessee  that  interfer- 
ed writh  the  Creek  cession. 

We  have  experienced  much  difficulty  with  the 
Chickasaws,  from  vrhat  they  call  their  guarantee,  or 
charter,  given  by  president  Washington,  in  the  year 
1794,  and  recognized  by  the  treaty  with  that  nation  in 
1801;  w7hich  not  only  guarantied  the  territory,  but 
bound  the  United  States  to  prevent  intrusions,  within 
the  limits  defined,  of  every  kind  whatever.  In  the  trea- 
ty with  the  Cherokees,  lately  entered  into  the  city  of 
Washington,  the  greater  part  of  the  land  guarantied  by 
the  treaty  of  1801  to  the  Chickasaws  was  included. 
The  fact  is,  that  both  president  Washington  and  the 
present  secretary  of  war,  must  have  been  imposed  on 
bv  false  representations,  as  neither  the  Cherokees  or 
Chickasaws  had  any  right  to  the  territory  south  of  the 
Tennessee,  and  included  within  the  Creek  cession,  as 
the  testimony  recorded  on  our  journal,  and  forwarded 
with  the  treaty,  will  shew;  it  being  within  the  posses- 
sion of  the  Creeks  until  conquered  by  us  in  the  fall 
of  1813.  I feel  happy  that  all  these  conflicting  claims 
are  accommodated  by  the  late  treaties,  and  at  a mo- 
derate premium,  payable  in  ten  years;  and  that  ex- 
tensive fertile  country,  west  of  the  county  of  Madison 
and  north  of  the  Tennessee,  which  at  once  opens  a 
free  intercourse  to,  and  defence  for,  the  lower  coun- 
try, is  acquired:  In  a political  point  of  view,  its  be- 
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nefits  are  incalculable.  We  will  now  have  good  roads, 
kept  up  and  supplied  by  the  industry  of  our  own  citi- 
zens, and  our  frontier  defended  by  a strong  popula- 
tion. The  sooner,  therefore,  that  this  country  can 
be  brought  into  market  the  better.  By  dividing  this 
country  into  two  districts,  by  a line  drawn  due  east 
from  the  mouth  of  the  Blackwarrior  to  the  Coosa  ri- 
ver, and  appointing  an  enterprising  individual  to  su- 
perintend the  northern  district  as  surveyor,  he  can 
have  all  the  lands  north  of  the  line  ready  for  sale 
by  the  first  of  June  next.  The  vast  capital  now 
held  for  the  purchase  of  this  land,  if  offered  for  sale 
before  the  holders  turn  it  to  other  objects,  will  en- 
sure the  treasury  an  immense  sum  of  money,  and  give 
to  the  government  a permanent  population,  capable  of 
defending  that  frontier,  which  ought  to  induce  the 
government  to  prepare  it  for  market  as  early  as  pos- 
sible. 

Having  learnt  from  gen.  David  Merriwether,  that 
Mr.  Crawford  is  about  to  retire  from  the  department 
of  war,  I am  induced,  as  a friend  to  you  and  the  go- 
vernment, to  bring  to  your  notice,  as  a fit  character  to 
fill  that  officey  col.  William  H.  Drayton,  late  of  the  ar- 
my of  the  United  States. 

I am  not  personally  acquainted  with  col.  D.  but  be- 
lieving it  of  the  utmost  importance  that  the  office  of 
secretary  of  war  should  be  well  filled,  I have,  for 
some  time,  through  every  source  that  has  presented, 
been  making  inquiry  bn  the  subject.  From  informa- 
tion that  I can  rely  on,  the  result  is,  that  he  is  a man 
of  nice  principles  of  honor  and  honesty,  of  military 
experience  and  pride — possessing  handsome  talents 
as  a lawyer  and  statesman. 

I am  told,  before  the  war,  he  was  ranked  with  the 
federalists,  but  the  moment  his  country  was  threaten- 
ed, he  abandoned  private  ease  and  a lucrative  prac- 
tice, for  the  tented  fields.  Such  acts  as  these  speak 
louder  than  words — “the  tree  is  best  known  by  its 
fruit:”  and  such  a man  as  this,  it  matters  not  what  he 
is  called,  ( will  always  act  like  a true  American.  Whe- 
ther he  would  accept  the  appointment  I cannot  say, 
but  if  he  would,  his  talents,  experience  and  energy, 
would  prove  highly  useful  to  his  country.  It  is  all 
important  in  peace  and  in  war,  as  you  well  know,  to 
have  this  office  well  filled ; at  present,  when  there  ex- 
ists such  strife  in  the  army  as  appears  in  the  north,  it 
?s  important  to  select  a character  of  such  firmness  and 
energy  as- cannot  be  swayed  from  strict  rule  and  jus- 
tice. From  every  information  I have  received,  cob 
Drayton  fills  this  character;  and  is  better  qualified  to 
execute  the  duties  of  the  department  of  war  than  any 
other  character  I have  any  knowledge  of,  either  per- 
sonally or  from  information.  I write  you  confidential- 
ly. It  is  said  here  ******  is  spoken  of  to 
succeed  Mr.  Crawford.  Rest  assured  this  will  not  do — 
when  I say  this  I wish  you  to  understand  me,  that  he 
does  not  possess  sufficient  capacity,  stability  or  ener- 
gy— the  three  necessary  qualifications  for  a war  offi- 
cer. These  hints  proceed  from  the  purest  motives, 
that  you  may  be  supported  in  your  administration  by 
the  best  talents  and  virtue  of  our  country,  that  you 
may  be  hailed  in  your  retirement  from  the  executive 
chair,  with  that  unanimous  approbation  that  has 
brought  you  to  it. 

Present  Mrs.  J.  and  myself  respectfully  to  your  lady 
and  family,  in  which  is  included  Mrs.  Hay,  and  ac- 
cept for  yourself  my  warmest  washes  for  your  hap- 
piness. Andrew  Jackson. 

Hon.  James  Monroe , secretary  of  state. 

[Private.]  Nashville,  Nov.  1 2th,  1816. 

Sir:  Permit  me  to  introduce  to  your  notice  lieut. 

Gadsden,  who  will  hand  you  this  letter,  and  who  is 
also  the  bearer  of  the  treaties  lately  concluded  with 
the  Creeks,  Chickasaws  and  Cherokees 

In  my  last  to  you,  I took  the  liberty  of  drawing 
your  attention  to  the  benefits  that  would  result,  both  [ 


to  the  treasury  of  the  United  States,  and  the  defence 
of  the  Lower  Mississippi  and  its  dependencies,  by 
bringing  into  market  those  tracts  of  country  lately 
acquired  by  the  treaties  above  named.  I am  so  deep- 
ly impressed  with  the  importance  of  this  subject,  that 
I cannot  forego  the  present  opportunity  of  again 
bringing  it  to  your  view.  I have  this  moment  wrote  the 
comptroller  on  this  highly  interesting  and  important 
business.  If  the  plan  proposed  is  adopted,  the  land 
can  be  brought  into  market  within  a very  short  time, 
which  will  immediately  give  to  that  section  of  country 
a strong  and  permanent  settlement  of  American  citi- 
zens, competent  to  its  defence.  Should  the  govern- 
ment divide  the  surveyor’s,  district,  as  proposed,  and 
appoint  general  Coffee  surveyor  of  the  northern,  his 
energy  and  industry  will  bring  it  into  market  in  all 
June  next.  Should  the  district  be  divided,  as  con- 
templated, and  general  Coffee  appointed  surveyor,  it 
will  leave  open  the  appointment  of  receiver  of  pub- 
lic moneys,  heretofore  promised  to  the  general,  which 
vacancy  I warmly  recommend  to  be  filled  by  lieut. 
Gadsden,  who,  owing  to  the  late,  indeed  I might  say 
present,  delicate  state  of  his  health,  is  desirous  of  re- 
signing his  appointment  in  the  army.  In  this,  as  in 
all  my  recommendations,  I have  the  public  good  in 
view. 

From  the  acquirements  of  lieut.  Gadsden,  the  army- 
will  sustain  a great  loss  by  the  withdrawal  of  his  ser- 
vices from  it;  but,  by  retiring  at  present,  and  avoid- 
ing the  insalubrious  climates,  where  his  duty  as  an 
officer  calls  him,  his  health  may  be  restored,  and  his 
life  preserved  for  the  benefit  of  his  country  at  some 
future  period.  There  are  few  young  men  in  the 
army,  or  elsewhere,  possessing  his  merit;  his  educa- 
tion is  of  the  best  kind,  and  his  mind  is  richly  stored 
with  the  most  useful  sort  of  knowledge:  he  should,, 
therefore,  be  fostered  as  capable,  at  some  future  day, 
of  becoming  one  of  his  country’s  most  useful  and  va- 
luable citizens.  Lieut.  Gadsden’s  situation  requires 
some  office,  the  profits  of  which  wall  yield  him  a com- 
petency while  preparing  himself  for  some  profes- 
sional pursuit;  this  office  will  afford  it.  These  are 
the  reasons  that  induce  me  so  warmly  to  recom- 
mend him.  I hope,  should  the  events  alluded  to  oc- 
cur, he  will  receive  the  appointment. 

Being  deeply  impressed  with  the  importance  of 
another  subject  which  relates  to  yourself,  as  well  as 
the  government,  I hope  I may  be  permitted,  once 
more,  to  obtrude  my  opinions.  In  filling  the  vacancy- 
occasioned  by  the  transfer  of  Mr.  Crawford  from  the 
war  office  to  the  treasury,  it  is  of  the  highest  moment 
that  some  proper  and  fit  person  should  be  selected. 

Your  happiness  and  the  nation’s  welfare  materially 
depend  upon  the  selections  which  are  to  be  made  to 
fill  the  heads  of  departments.  I need  not  tell  you 
that  feuds  exist,  and  have  existed,  to  an  injurious  de- 
gree, in  the  northern  army.  To  fill  the  department  of 
war  with  a character  who  has  taken  a part  in  those 
feuds,  or  whose  feelings  have  been  enlisted  on  the 
side  of  party,  will  be  adding  fuel  to  a flame;  which, 
for  the  good  of  the  service,  already  burns  toofierce- 
Jv.  This,  and  other  considerations,  induced  me  to 
mTter  on  the  inquiry  for  a character  best  calculated 
to  fill  that  department;  it  has  resulted  in  the  selec- 
tion of  col.  William  Drayton.  Since  my  last  to  you, 
in  which  this  subject  was  then  named,  gen.  Ripley 
has  arrived  here,  who  heartily  concurs  with  me  in 
the  opinion,  that  col.  Drayton  is  the  best  selection 
that  can  be  made. 

Pardon  me,  my  dear  sir,  for  the  following  remarks 
concerningthe  next  presidential  term;  they  are  made 
with  the  sincerity  and  freedom  of  a friend.  I cannot 
doubt  they  will  be  received  with  feelings  similar  to 
those  which  have  impelled  me  to  make  them.  Every- 
thing depends  on  the:selection  of  your  .ministry.  In 
every  selection,  party  and  party  feelings  should  be 
avoided.  Now-  is  the  time  to  exterminate  that  mm- 
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ster,  called  party  spirit.  By  selecting  characters 
most,  conspicuous  for  their  probity,  virtue,  capacity 
tind  firmness,  without  any  regard  to  party,  you  will 
go  far  to,  if  not  entirely,  eradicate  those  feelings 
which,  on  former  occasions,  threw  so  many  obstacles 
in  the  way  of  government;  and,  perhaps,  have  the 
pleasure  and  honor  of  uniting  a people  heretofore  politi- 
cally divided.  The  chief  magistrate  of  a great  and 
powerful  nation  should  never  indulge  in  party  feel- 
ings. His  conduct  should  be  liberal  and  disinterest-  I 
ed,  always  bearing  in  mind  that  he  acts  for  the  whole,  ! 
and  not  a part  of  the  community.  By  this  course  you  j 
will  exalt  the  national  character , and  acquire  for  your- 
self a name  as  imperishable  as  monumental  marble. 
Consult  no  party  in  your  choice;  pursue  the  dictates 
of  that  unerring  judgment  which  has  so  long  and  so 
often  benefitted  our  country,  and  rendered  conspi- 
cuous its  rulers.  These  are  the  sentiments  of  a friend; 
they  are  the  feelings,  if  I know  my  own  heart,  of  an 
undissembled  patriot. 

Accept  assurances  of  my  sincere  friendship,  and 
believe  me  to  be,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Andrew  Jackson.. 

The  hon.  James  Monroe. 

Copy  of  a letter  from  J)Ir.  Monroe  to  general  Jackson, 
dated  Washington,  December  14,  1816. 

Dear  sir:  I have,  since  my  last  to  you,  had  the  plea- 
sure of  receiving  two  letters  from  you,  the  last  of  the 
J2th  of  November.  The  advantages  of  the  late  trea- 
ties with  the  Indians  is  incalculable.  One  of  the  be- 
nefits consists  in  putting  an  end  to  all  dissatisfaction 
on  the  part  of  Tennessee,  proceeding  from  the  former 
treaty.  This  has  been  done  on  very  moderate  terms. 
Another  consists  in  enabling  the  government  to  bring 
to  market  a large  body  of  valuable  land,  whereby  the 
public  debt  may  be  considerably  diminished.  A third, 
in  extending  our  settlements  along  the  Mississippi  and 
towards  the  Mobile,  whereby  great  strength  will  be 
added  to  our  union  in  quarters  where  it  is  most  want- 
ed. As  soon  as  our  population  gains  a decided  pre- 
ponderance in  those  regions,  East  Florida  will  hard- 
ly be  considered  by  Spain  as  part  of  her  dominions, 
and  no  other  power  would  accept  it  from  her  as  a 
gift.  Our  attitude  will  daily  become  more  imposing  ; 
on  all  the  Spanish  dominions,  and,  indeed,  on  those  j 
of  other  powers  in  the  neighboring  islands.  If  it  keeps  | 
them  in  good  order,  in  our  relations  with  them,  that  | 
alone  will  be  an  important  consequence.  I have 
communicated  what  you  have  suggested  respecting 
general  Coffee  and  lieut.  Gadsden,  to  the  president, 
who  is,  I am  satisfied,  well  disposed  to  pi’omote  their 
views 

It  is  very  gratifying  to  me  to  receive  your  opinions 
on  all  subjects  on  which  you  will  have  the  goodness 
to  communicate  them,  because  I have  the  utmost  con- 
fidence in  the  soundness  of  your  judgment  and  purity 
of  your  intentions.  I will  give  you  my  sentiments  on 
the  interesting  subject  in  question,  likewise,  without 
reserve.  I agree  with  you,  decidedly,  in  the  principle 
that  the  chief  magistrate  of  the  country  ought  not 
to  be  the  head  of  a party,  but  of  the  nation  itself. 
I am,  also,  of  opinion  that  the  members  of  the 
federal  party,  who  left  it  in  the  late  war,  and  gal- 
lantly served  their  country  in  the  field,  have  given 
proofs  of  patriotism  and  attachment  to  free  govern- 
ment that  entitle  them  to  the  highest  confidence.  In 
deciding,  however,  how  a new  administration  ought 
to  be  formed,  admitting  the  result  to  correspond  with 
the  wishes  of  my  friends,  many  considerations  claim 
attention,  as,  on  a proper  estimate  of  them,  much  may 
depend  of  the  success  of  that  administration,  and 
even  of  the  republican  cause.  We  have,  heretofore, 
been  divided  into  two  great  parties.  That  some  of 
the  leaders'of  the  federal  party  entertained  principles 
unfriendly  to  our  system  of  government,  I have  been 
thoroughly  convinced;  and  that  they  meant  to  work 
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a change  in  it,  by  taking  advantage  of  favorable  cir- 
cumstances, I am  equally  satisfied.  It  happened  that 
I ivas  a member  of  congress',  under  the  confederation, 
just  before  the  change  made  by  the  adoption  of  the 
present  constitution;  and,  afterwrards,  of  the  senate, 
beginning  shortly  after  its  adoption.  In  the  former, 

I served  three  years,  and,  in  the  latter,  rather  a long- 
er term.  In  these  stations,  I saw  indications  of  the 
land  suggested.  It  was  an  epoch  at  which  the  vietvs 
of  men  were  most  likely  to  unfold  themselves,  as,  if 
any  thing  favorable  to  a higher  toned  government 
was  to  be  obtained,  that  was  the  time.  The  move- 
ment in  France  tended,  also,  then,  to  test  the  opinions 
and  principles  of  men,  which  was  disclosed  in  a man- 
ner to  leave  no  doubt  on  my  mind  of  what  I have  sug- 
gested. No  daring  attempt  was  ever  made,  because 
there  was  no  opportunity  for  it.  I thought  that  Wash- 
ington was  opposed  to  their  schemes,  and  not  being- 
able  to  take  him  Avith  them,  that  they  were  forced  to 
work,  in  regard  to  him,  underhanded,  using  his  name 
and  standing  with  the  nation,  as  far  as  circumstances 
permitted,  to  serve  their  purposes.  The  opposition, 
which  Avas  carried  on  Avith  great  firmness,  checked  the 
career  of  this  party,  and  kept  it  within  moderate  limits. 
Many  of  the  circumstances  on  which  my  opinion  is 
founded,  took  place  m debate  and  in  society,  and, 
i therefore,  find  no  place  in  any  public  document.  I 
'am  satisfied,  however,  that  sufficient  proof  exists, 

| founded  on  facts  and  opinions  of  distinguished  indi- 
viduals, which  became  public,  to  justify  that  which  I 
had  formed. 

The  contest  between  the  parties  never  ceased,  from 
its  commencement  to  the  present  time,  nor  do  1 think 
that  it  can  be  said  now  to  have  ceased.  You  saw  the 
, height  to  which  the  opposition  was  carried  in  the  late 
|Avar;  the  embarrassment  it  gave  to  the  government; 
j the  aid  it  gave  to  the  enemy.  The  victory  at  Neiv 
Orleans,  for  which  we  owe  so  much  to  you,  and  to  the 
' gallant  freemen  who  fought  under  you,  and  the  ho- 
norable peace  Avhic.h  took  place  at  that  time,  have 
checked  the  opposition,  if  they  have  not  overwhelm- 
ed it.  I may  add,  that  the  daring  measure  of  the 
Hartford  convention,  which  unfolded  vieivs  which 
had  been  long  before  entertained,  but  never  so 
fully  understood,  contributed^  also,  in  an  eminehtde- 
gree,  to  reduce  the  opposition  to  its  present  state.  It 
is  under  such  circumstances  that  the  election  of  a 
successor  to  Mr.  Madison  has  taken  place,  and  that  a 
neAv  administration  is  to  commence  its  service.  The 
election  has  been  made  by  the  republican  party,  sup- 
posing that  it  has  succeeded,  and  of  a person  known 
to  be  devoted  to  that  cause.  How  shall  he  act?  How 
j organize  the  administration,  so  far  as  dependent  on 
[him,  when  in  that  station?  How  fill  the  vacancies 
existing  at  the  time? 

| My  candid  opinion  is,  that  the  dangerous  purposes 
which  I have  adverted  to,  were  never  adopted,  if  they 
were  known,  especially  in  their  full  extent,  by  any 
large  portion  of  the  federal  party,  but  were  confined 
to  certain  leaders,  and  they  principally  to  the  east- 
ward. The  manly  and  patriotic  conduct  of  a great 
proportion  of  that  party  in  the  other  states,  I might, 
[ perhaps,  say  of  all,  avIio  had  an  opportunity  of  dis- 
j playing  it,  is  a convincing  proof  of  this  fact.  But  still, 
southern  and  eastern  federalists  have  been  connected 
I together  as  a party,  have  acted  together  heretofore, 

! and,  although  their  conduct  has  been  different,  of  late 
[ especially,  yet  the  distinction  between  republicans 
j and  federalists,  even  in  the  southern  and  middle  and 
j Avestern  states,  has  not  been  fuliy  done  aAvay.  To 
give  effect  to  free  government,  and  secure  it  from  fu- 
ture danger,  ought  not  its  decided  friends,  who  stood 
firm  in  the  day  of  trial,  to  be  principally  relied  om 
Would  not  the  association  of  any  of  their  opponents  in 
the  administration,  itself  Avound  their  feelings,  or,  at 
least,  of  very  many  of  them,  to  the  injury  of  the  re 
publican  cause?  Might  it  not  be  considered,  by  the 
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other  party,  as  an  offer  of  compromise  with  them, 
which  would  lessen  the  ignominy  due  to  the  counsels 
which  produced  the  Hartford  Convention,  and  there- 
by have  a tendency  to  revive  that  party  on  its  former 
principles!  My  impression  is,  that  the  administration 
should  rest,  strongly,  on  the  republican  party,  indulg- 
ing toward  the  other  a spirit  of  moderation,  and  evinc- 
ing a desire  to  discriminate  between  its  members,  and 
to  bring  the  whole  into  the  republican  fold,  as  quietly 
as  possible.  Many  men,  very  distinguished  for  their 
talents,  are  of  opinion:  that  the  existence  of  the  fe- 
deral party  is  necessary  to  keep  union  and  order  in 
the  republican  ranks:  that  is,  that  free  government 
cannot  exist  without  parties.  This  is  not  my  opi- 
nion. That  the  ancient  republics  were  always  di- 
vided into  parties;  that  the  English  government  is 
maintained  by  an  opposition,  that  is,  by  the  exis- 
tence of  a party  in  opposition  to  the  ministry — I well 
know.  But,  I think  that  the  cause  of  these  divi- 
sions is  to  be  found  in  certain  defects  of  those  go- 
vernments, rather  than  in  human  nature;  and  that  we 
have  happily  avoided  those  defects  in  our  system. 
The  first  object  is,  to  save  the  cause,  which  can  be 
done  by  those  who  are  devoted  to  it  only,  and,  of 
course,  by  keeping  them  together;  or,  in  other  words, 
by  not  disgusting  them,  by  too  hasty  an  act  of  libe- 
rality to  the  other  party,  thereby  breaking  the  gene- 
rous spirit  of  the  republican  party,  and  keeping  alive 
that  of  the  federal.  The  second  is,  to  prevent  the  re- 
organization and  revival  of  the  federal  party,  which, 
if  my  hypothesis  is  true,  that  the  existence  of  party  is 
not  necessary  to  free  government,  and  the  other  opi- 
nion which  I have  advanced  is  well  founded,  that  the 
great  body  of  the  federal  party  are  republican, 
Atrili  not  be  found  impracticable.  To  accomplish 
both  objects,  and  thereby  exterminate  all  party  divi- 
sions in  our  country,  and  give  new  strength  and  sta- 
bility to  our  government,  is  a great  undertaking,  not 
easily  executed.  I am,  nevertheless,  decidedly  of 
opinion  that  it  may  done,  and  should  the  experiment 
fail,  I shall  conclude  that  its  failure  was  imputable 
more  to  the  want  of  a correct  knowledge  of  all  cir- 
cumstances claiming  attention,  and  of  sound  judg- 
ment in  the  measures  adopted,  than  to  any  other 
cause.  I agree,  I think,  perfectly  Avith  you,  in  the 
grand  object,  that  moderation  should  be  shewn  to  the 
federal  party,  and  even  a generous  policy  be  adopted 
towards' it;  the  only  difference  between  us  seems  to 
be,  how  far  shall  that  spirit  be  indulged  in  the  onset; 
and  it  is  to  make  you  thoroughly  acquainted  with  my 
views  on  this  highly  important  subject,  that  I have 
written  tQ  you  so  freely  on  it.  Of  the  gentleman  of 
Avhom  you  have  spoken,  I think  as  you  do,  of  Avhich  I 
gave  him  proof  when  in  the  department  of  war,  by 
placing  him  in  the  board  of  officers  for  digesting  and 
reporting  a system  of  discipline  for  the  army;  and, 
afterwards  by  other  tokens  of  confidence;  and  I add, 
with  pleasure,  that  I should  be  gratified,  regarding 
the  feelings  and  claims  above  stated,  to  find  an  op- 
portunity, at  a proper  time  hereafter,  should  the 
event  in  contemplation  occur,  to  add  other  proofs  of 
my  good  opinion  and  high  respect  for  him. 

In  the  formation  of  an  administration,  it  appears 
to  me  that  the  representative  principle  Ought  to  be  re- 
spected, in  a certain  degree,  at  least,  and  that  the 
head  of  a department,  [there  being  four],  should  be 
taken  from  the  four  great  sections  of  the  union,  the 
east,  the  middle,  the  south  and  the  west.  This  prin- 
ciple should  not  be  always  adhered  to.  Great  emer- 
gencies and  transcendant  talents  would  always  justi- 
fy a departure  from  it.  But  it  would  produce  a good 
effect  to  attend  to  it,  when  practicable.  Each  part  of 
the  union  would  be  gratified  by  it;  and  the  know- 
ledge of  local  details,  and  means,  which  would  be 
thereby  brought  into  the  cabinet,  would  be  useful. 
i am  noAvise  compromitted  in  respect  to  any  one, 
[put  free  to  act,  should  I have  to  act,  according  to  my 


judgment,  in  Avhich  I am  thankful  for  the  opinions  of 
my  friends,  and  particularly  for  yours. 

On  the  subject  of  fortifications,  or  works  of  de- 
fence of  the  coasts  and  frontiers,  an  arrangement  has 
lately  been  made,  by  the  president,  with  which  I 
wish  you  to  he  well  acquainted.  You  have,  hereto- 
fore, I presume,  been  apprised,  that  general  Bernard, 
of  the  French  corps  of  engineers,  under  the  recom- 
mendation of  general  Lafayette,  and  many  others  of 
great  distinction  in  France,  had  offered  his  services 
to  the  United  States,  and  that  the  president  had  been 
authorized,  by  a resolution  of  congress,  to  accept 
them,  confining  his  rank  to  the  grade  of  the  chief  of 
our  corps.  This  resolution  being  communicated  to 
general  Bernard,  by  the  late  secretary  of  war,  to 
Avhom  he  was  known,  he  came  over  in  compliance 
with  the  invitation  which  accompanied  it.  From 
Mr.  Gallatin  he  brought  letters,  stating  that  he  was 
the  seventh  in  rank  in  the  corps,  and  inferior  to  none 
in  reputation  and  talents,  if  not  first.  It  required 
much  delicacy  in  the  arrangement,  to  take  advantage 
of  his  knoAvledge  and  experience,  in  a manner  ac- 
ceptable to  himself,  without  wounding  the  feelings  of 
the  officers  of  our  own  corps,  who  had  rendered  such 
useful  services, and  were  entitled  to  the  confidence  and 
protection  of  their  country.  The  arrangement  adopt- 
ed will,  I think,  accomplish  fully  both  objects.  The 
president  has  instituted  aboard  of  officers, v to  con- 
sist of  five  members,  two  of  high  rank  in  the  corps, 
general  Bernard,  the  engineer  at  each  station,  (of 
young  Gasden,  for  example,  at  New  Orleans),  and 
the  naval  officer  commanding  there,  whose  duty  it  is 
made  to  examine  the  Avhole  coast,  and  report  such 
works  as  are  necessary  for  its  defence,  to  the  chief 
engineer,  who  shall  report  the  same  to  the  secretary 
of  war,  Avith  his  remarks,  to  be  laid  before  the  presi- 
dent. McRee  and  Totten  are  spoken  of,  for  the 
two  first,  who,  with  general  Bernard,  will  con- 
tinue till  the  service  is  performed;  the  two  latter  will 
change  Avith  the  station.  The  general  commanding 
each  division  will  be  officially  apprised  of  this  ar- 
rangement,'that  he  may  be  present,  when  he  pleases, 
and  give  such  aid  as  he  may  think  fit.  The  attention 
of  the  board  will  be  directed  to  the  inland  frontiers, 
likewise.  In  this  AAray,  it  is  thought  that  the  feelings 
of  no  one  can  be  hurt.  We  shall  have  four  of  our 
officers,  in  every  consulation,  against  one  foreigner,  so 
that,  if  the  opinion  of  the  latterhecomes  of  any  essen- 
tial use,  it  must  be  by  his  convincing  his  colleagues, 
Avhen  they  differ,  that  he  has  reason  on  his  side.  I 
have  seen  general  Bernard,  and  find  him  a modest, 
unassuming  man,  who  preferred  our  country,  in  the 
present  state  of  France,  to  any  in  Europe,  in  some  of 
which  he  was  offered  employment,  and  in  any  of 
which  he  might  probably  have  found  it.  He  under- 
stands that  lie  is  never  to  have  the  command  of  thq 
corps,  but  always  will  rank  second  in  it. 

This  letter,  you  will  perceive,  is  highly  confiden- 
tial; a relation  which  I wish  ahvays  to  exist  between 
us.  Write  me,  as  you  have  done,  Avithout  reserve — 
and,  the  more  so,  the  more  gratifying  your  communi- 
cations will  be. 

With  great  respect  and  sincere  regard,  yours, 

James  Monroe. 

Nashville , January  6,  1317. 

Dear  sir:  I have  the  pleasure  to  acknowledge  the 
receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  14th  December  last, 
Avhich  I have  read  Avith  great  interest  and  much  sa- 
tisfaction. 

Your  idea  of  the  importance  of  the  late  acquired 
territory,  from  the  Indians,  is  certainly  correct,  and 
all  the  importance  you  attach  to  it  will  be  realized. 
The  sooner  these  lands  are  brought  into  market,  a 
permanent  security  will  be  given  to  Avhat  I deem  the 
most  important,  as  well  as  the  most  vulnerable,  part  of 
the  union.  This  country  once  settled,  our  fortifiev 
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tions  of  defence  in  the  lower  country  completed,  all 
Europe  will  cease  to  look  at  it  with  an  eye  to  con- 
quest. There  is  no  other  point,  America  united,  that 
■combined  Europe  can  expect  to  invade  with  success. 

On  the  other  subjects  embraced  by  my  letter,  as 
well  as  this,  I gave  you  my  crude  ideas  with  the  can- 
dor of  a friend.  I am  much  gratified  that,  you  re- 
ceived tjjem  as  1 intended.  It  was  the  purest  friend- 
ship for  you  individually,  combined  with  the  good  of 
our  country,  that  dictated  the  liberty  I took  in  writ- 
ing you.  The  importance  of  the  station  you  were  about 
to  fill.  to  our  country  and  yourself,  the  injury  in  repu- 
tation that  the  chief  magistrate  may  sustain,  from  the 
acts  of  a weak  minister,  the  various  interests  that 
will  arise  to  recommend  for  office  their  favorite  can- 
didate and,  from  experience  in  the  late  war,  the  mis- 
chief that  did  arise  to  our  national  character  by  wick- 
edness or  weakness,  induced  me  to  give  you  my  can- 
did opinion  on  the  importance  of  the  character  that 
should  fill  this  office.  I had  made,  for  this  purpose, 
the  most  extensive  inquiry  in  my  power,  from  the 
most  impartial  sources,  for  the  most  fit  character, 
combining  virtue , honor  and  energy,  with  talents , and 
all  united  in  the  individual  named. 

I am  fully  impressed  with  the  propriety  as  well  as 
the  policy  you  have  pointed  out  of  taking  the  heads  of 
departments  from  the  four  grand  sections  of  the 
United  States,  where  each  section  can  afford  a cha- 
racter of  equal  fitness;  where  that  cannot  be  done, 
fitness,  and  not  locality,  ought  to  govern. — the  ex- 
ecutive being  entitled  to  the  best  talents,  when  com- 
bined with  other  necessary  qualifications,  that  the 
union  can  afford. 

I have  read,  with  much  satisfaction,  that  part  of 
your  letter  on  the  rise,  progress  and  policy,  of  the 
federalists.  It  is,  in  my  opinion,  a just  exposition.  I 
am  free  to  declare,  had  I commanded  the  military  de- 
partment where  the  Hartford  convention  met,  if  it 
had  been  the  last  act  of  my  life,  I should  have  punish- 
ed the  three  principal  leaders  of  the  party.  I am  cer- 
tain an  independent  court-martial  would  have  con- 
demned them,  under  the  2d  section  of  the  act  estab- 
lishing rules  and  regulations  for  the  government  of 
the  army  of  the  United  States.  These  kind  of  men, 
although  called  federalists,  are  really  monarchists  and 
traitors  to  the  constituted  government.  But,  I am  of 
opinion  that  there  are  men  called  federalists  that  are 
honest,  virtuous  and  really  attached  to  our  govern- 
ment; and,  although  they  differ  in  many  respects  and 
opinions  with  the  republicans,  still  they  will  risk 
every  thing  in  its  defence.  It  is,  therefore,  a favo- 
rite adage  with  me,  that  the  “tree  is  known  by  its 
fruit.”  Experience  in  the  late  war  taught  me  to 
know,  that  it  is  not  those  who  cry  patriotism  loudest 
who  are  the  greatest  friends  to  their  country,  or  will 
risk  most  in  its  defence.  The  senate  of  Rome  had  a 
Sempronius;  America  has  hers.  When,  therefore,  I 
see  a character,  with  manly  firmness,  give  his  opi- 
nion, but,  when  over-ruled  by  a majority,  fly  to  sup- 
port that  majority,  protecting  the  edgles  of  his  coun- 
try, meeting  every  privation  and  danger  for  a love  > 
country,  and  the  security  of  its  independent  rights.  I 
care  not  by  what  name  he  is  called;  I believe  him  to 
be  a true  American,  worthy  the  confidence  of  his 
country,  and  of  every  good  man.  Such  a character 
will  never  do  an  act  injurious  to  his  country.  Such 
is  the  character  given  to  me  of  colonel  Drayton.  Be- 
lieving in  the  recommendation,  I was,  and  still  am, 
confident  he  is  well  qualified  to  fill  the  office  with  j 
credit  to  himself  and  benefit  to  his  country,  and  to 
aid  you  in  the  arduous  station  a grateful  country  has 
called  you  to  fill.  Permit  me  to  add,  that  names,  of 
themselves,  are  but  bubbles,  and  sometimes  used  for 
the  most  wicked  purposes.  I will  name  one  instance. 

1 have,  once  upon  a time,  been  denounced  as  a fede- 
ralist. You  will  smile  when  1 name  the  cause.  When 


your  country  put  up  your  name  in  opposition  to  Mr- 
; M.  I was  one  of  those  who  gave  you  the  preference, 

' and  for  reason  that,  in  the  event  of  war,  which  was 
: then  probable,  you  would  steer  the  vessel  of  state 
1 with  more  energy,  &c.  &c.  that  Mr.  M.  was  one  of 
; the  best  of  men,  ■ and  a great  civilian,  I always 
j thought;  but  1 always  believed  that  the  mind  of  a 
I philosopher  could  not  dwell  on  blood  and  carnage 
i with  any  composure,  of  course  that  i was  not  well 
I fitted  for  a stormy  sea.  I was  immediately  branded 
with  the  epithet  federalist,  and  you  also.  But  I trust, 
when  compared  with  the  good  old  adage,  of  the  tree 
being  known  by  its  fruit,  it  was  unjustly  applied  to 
either.  To  conclude,  my  dear  sir,  my  whole  letter 
was  intended  to  put  you  on  your  guard  against  Ameri- 
can Sempronius’s,  that  you  might  exercise  your  own 
judgment  in ’"the  choice  of  your  own  ministry,  by 
which  you  would  glide  smoothly  through  your  adminis- 
tration, with  honor  to  yourself  and  benefit  to  your 
country.  This  was  my  motive;  this  the  first  wish  of 
my  heart,  to  see  you,  when  I am  in  retirement,  en- 
deavoring to  nurse  a broken  and  debilitated  constitu- 
tion, administering  the  government  with  the  full  ap- 
probation of  all  good  men,  pursuing  an  undeviating 
course,  alone  dictated  by  your  own  independent,  ma- 
tured judgment. 

Present  Mrs.  J.  and  myself  respectfully  to  your 
lady,  and  accept  for  yourself  our  best  wishes,  and  be- 
lieve me  to  be  your  most  obedient  servant, 

Andrew  Jacks on- 

The  Hon.  James  Monroe. 


Copy  of  a letter  from  Mr.  Monroe,  dated  Washington % 
March  1st,  1817,  to  gen.  Jackson. 

Dear  sir:  I wrote  you  a short  letter  lately,  by  gen. 

Bernard,  and  intended  to  have  written  you  another, 
but  had  not  time;  indeed,  so  constantly  have  I been 
engaged,  in  highly  important  business,  that  I have  not 
had  a moment  for  my  friends 

In  the  course  of  last  summer,  the  president  offered 
the  department  of  war  to  Mr.  Clay,  who  then  declined 
it.  Since  it  was  known  that  the  suffrages  of  my  fel- 
I low  citizens  had  decided  in  my  favor,  I reserved  to 
| him  the  offer  which  he  has  again  declined.  My  mind 
j was  immediately  fixed  on  you,  though  I d'cubted 
j whether  I ought  to  wish  to  draw  you  from  the  com- 
j mana  of  the  army  to  the  south,  where,  in  case  of  any 
| emergency,  no  one  could  supply  your  place.  At  this 
'moment,  our  friend  Mr.  Campbell  called,  and  in- 
j formed  me  that  you  wished  me  not  to  nominate  you. 

! In  this  state,  i have  resolved  to  nominate  ****** 
though  it  is  uncertain  whether  he  will  serve.  His 
: experience,  and  long  and  meritorious  services,  give 
5 him  a claim  over  younger  men  in  that  state. 

! I shall  take  a person  for  the  department  of  state 
: from  the  eastward;  and  Mr.  Adams’s  claims,  by  long 
! service,  in  our  diplomatic,  concerns,  appearing  to  en- 
l title  him  to  the  preference,  supported  by  his  acknow- 
j ledged  abilities  and  integrity,  his  nomination  will  go 
I to  the  senate.  Mr.  Crawford,  it  is  expected,  will  re- 
{ main  in  the  treasury.  After  all  that  has  been  said,  I 
j have  thought  that  I should  put  the  administration  more 
! on  national  grounds,  by  taking  the  secretary  of  stale 
j from  the  eastward,  than  from  this  quarter,  or  the 
J south  or  west.  By  this  r.  rrangement,  there  can  be  no 
j cause  to  suspect  unfair  combination  for  improper 
j purposes.  Each  member  will  stand  on  his  own  merit, 
j and  the  people  respect  us  all,  according  to  our  con- 
! duct.  To  each  1 will  act  impartially,  and  of  each 
expect  the  performance  of  his  duty.  While  I am  here 
I shall  make  the  administration,  first,  for  the  country 
and  its  cause;  secondly,  to  give  effect*  to  fee  govern- 
ment ol’  the  people,  through  me,  i >r  the  ter  n of  my 
appointment,  not  for  the  aggrandizement  of  any  one 

With  great  respect,  and  sincere  regard,  yours, 

- James  Monroe. 
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Nashville , March  18,  1817. 

Hear  sir- — I had  the  pleasure  this  day  of  receiving 
your  letter  of  the  1st  instant.  That  by  gen.  Bernard 
1 have  not  received.  I learn,  by  this  day’s  mail,  that 
he  has  reached  Knoxville,  and  will  be  on  in  a few 

My  friend  judge  Campbell  was  instructed  and  fully 
authorized  to  make  the  communication  to  you  that  he 
did,  and,  I hope,  gave  you  fully  my  reasons  for  my 
determination  and  wishes  on  that  subject.* 

1 have  no  hesitation  in  saying  you  have  made  the 
best  selection  to  fill  the  department  of  state  that  could 
be  made.  Mr.  Adams,  in  the  hour  of  difficulty,  will 
be  an  able  helpmate,  and  I am  convinced  his  appoint- 
ment will  afford  general  satisfaction. 

No  person  stands  higher  in  my  estimation  than  * * 

* * * He  is  a well-tried  patriot,  and,  if  he  accepts, 
will,  with  a virtuous  zeal,  discharge  the  duties  of  the 
office  as  far  as  his  abilities  will  enable  him.  I cannot 
disguise  to  you  my  opinion  on  this  occasion;  my  anxi- 
ous solicitude  for  your  public  and  private  welfare  re- 
quires of  me  candor  on  all  occasions,  and  I am  com- 
pelled to  say  to  you,  that  the  acquirements  of  this 
worthy  man  are  not  competent  to  tne  discharge  of  the 
multiplied  duties  of  this  department.  I,  therefore, 
hope  he  may  not  accept  the  appointment.  I am  fear- 
ful, if  he  does,  he  will  not  add  much  splendor  to  his  j 
present  well-earned  standing  as  a public  character,  j 
Should  he  accept,  rest  assured  that,  as  long  as  I re-  j 
main  in  the  army,  it  will  afford  me  great  pleasure  in  j 
obeying  your  orders  through  him,  and  rendering  his  j 
situation  and  duty  easy  and  pleasant  as  far  as  circum-  j 
stances  will  place  it  in  my  power. 

I am  aware  of  the  difficulties  that  surround  you  m 
the  selection  of  your  cabinet.  But  the  plan  you  have  j 
adopted,  of  making  all  considerations  yield  to  the  ge-  ! 
neral  weal,  will  bring  you  to  retirement  with  the  sa-  ! 
lutations  and  applause  of  all  the  virtuous,  w ne  and 
good;  and,  should  you  be  properly  seconded  by  the 
congress  of  the  United  States,  you  will  be  enabled  to  > 
place  the  union  in  a state  of  security  and  prosperity" . 
that  cannot  be  shaken  by  the  convulsions  of  Europe.  . 
To  this  end,  you  can  calculate,  with  confidence,  on  j 
my  feeble  exertions,  so  long  as  my  constitution  may 
permit  me  to  be  useful.  I have  looked  forward  to  that . 
happy  period  when,  under  your  guidance,  our  go-  j 
vernment  would  be  in  the  “full  tide  of  successful  ex-  , 
periment”— ivffien  1 would  retire  from  public  life,  and  j 
endeavor  to  regain  a much-enfeebled  constitution,  j 
Should  you  be  properly  seconded  in  yTour  views,  this  i 
period  will  arrive  as  soon  as  the  measures  you  adopt  j 
for  the  defence  of  the  frontier  are  carried  into  effect,  : 
by  completing  those  fortifications  that  have  and  may  ; 
be  selected  for  its  defence,  by  erecting  foundries  and  j 
armories,  and  organizing  and  classing  the  militia. 
Then  ice  will  have  peace:  for  then  we  will  be  prepared 
for  war.  Every  man  having  a gun  in  his  hand,  all 
Europe  combined  cannot  hurt  us.  Then  all  the  world 
will  be  anxious  to  be  at  peace  with  us:  because  all 
will  see  we  wish  peace  with  all,  but  are  prepared  for 
defence  against  those  who  may  attempt  to  infringe 
our  national  rights. 

Accept  assurances  of  my  best  wishes,  and  believe 
jne  to  be,  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant,  j 

Andrew  Jackson. 

James  Monroe , president  of  the  United  States. 


Eighteenth  Congress — lirst  session. 

SENATE. 

May  6.  Several  other  matters  being  disposed  of — | 
The  bill  from  the  other  house,  “to  amend  the  seve-  ; 
ral  acts  for  imposing  duties  on  imports,”  was  again  j 
taken  up  for  consideration,  in  committee  of  the 
whole,  Mr.  King , of  Alab.  in  the  chair. 

*In  declining  the  appointment  of  secretary  of  war. 


The  question  was  upon  amending  the  bill,  in  pursu- 
ance of  the  motion  which  Mr.  Smith  submitted  yes- 
terday, to  strike  out  the  clause  imposing  a duty  on 
unmanufactured  wool. 

After  much  debate — 

Mr.  Mills  said  he  was  perfectly  willing  to  vote  for 
a reasonable  duty  on  the  importation  of  wool,  but 
not  so  high  a duty  a3  the  highest  progressive  duties 
proposed  in  this  bill.  He,  therefore,  moved  to  amend 
the  bill  by  striking  out  so  much  as  proposes  the  pros- 
pective increase  of  the  duty  on  wool,  over  twenty-five 
per  centum  ad  valorem.  The  question  was  then  put 
upon  this  amendment,  and  decided  in  the  negative,  by 
yeas  and  nays,  as  follows: 

AYES— Messrs  Barbour.  Branch,  Clayton.  Elliott.  Gaillard, 
Hayne, Holmes,  of  Me.  Holmes,  of  Mississippi,  H Job' -.so  > >>f  Lou. 
f.  S.  Johnston,  of  Lou.  Kelly.  King,  of  Alab.  King,  of  N.  Y.  Lloyd, 
of  Mass.  Macon,  Mills.  Parrott,  Smitb,  V-iU  Dyke,  War  , WiU 
barns— 21. 

NOES— Messrs.  Barton.  Bell,  Benton,  Brown,  Chandler,  D’Wolf, 
Dick- rson.  Eaton.  Edwards,  Findlay.  Jackson,  Johns  o of  Ken, 
Knight,  Lanman,  Lloyd,  of  Md.  Lowri .,  Mcllvaine,  No.,1 . Pal  :r, 
Buggies,  Seymour,  Talbot,  Taylor  of  Indiana,  Taylor,  of  Virginia, 
Thomas.  Van  Buren— 26 

So  the  senate  refused  to  adopt  the  amendment  pro- 
posing to  limit  the  duty  on  wool  to  twenty-five  per 
centum. 

Mr.  Mills  then  moved  to  amend  the  bill,  by  strik- 
ing out  so  much  as  proposes  the  prospective  increase 
of  the  duty  over  thirty  per  centum  ad  valorem.  The 
question  was  put  on  this  amendment,  and  decided  in 
the  affirmative,  by  yeas  and  nays,  as  follows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Barbour,  Benfon,  Branch, Clayton,  Eaton,  El- 
liott, Gaillard.  Hayne,  Holmes,  of  Maine.  Holmes,  of  Miss.  Jack- 
Son,  H.  Johnson,  of  Lou.  J.  S.  Johnston,  of  Lou.  Kelly,  King,  of 
Alab  King, of  N.Y.  Knight,  Lloyd, of  Mass.  Macon,  Mills,  Parrott, 
Smith.  Van  Dyke,  Ware,  Williams— 25. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Barton,  Bell,  Brown,  Chandler,  D’Wolf,  Dick- 
erson, Edwards,  Findlay.  Johnson,  of  Kentucky.  Lanman,  Lloyd, 
of  Md.  Lowrie.  Mcllvame,  Noble,  Paimer,  Ruggles,  Seymour, 
Talbot,  Taylor, of  I- -A  Taylor,  t Va.  Thomas,  Van  Uuren— 22. 

So  the  senate  agreed  to  limit  the  duty  on  unmanu- 
factured wool,  to  thirty  per  centum  ad  valorem:  [by 
the.  bill,  as  it  came  from  the  house.,  the  duty  was  pro- 
posed to  rise  five  per  cent,  a year  until  it  reached  fif- 
ty per  cent.] 

Mr.  Lloyd,  of  Md,  then  moved  to  amend  the  bill,  by 
striking  out  the  following  proviso:  Provided , That  all 
wool,  the  actual  value  of  which,  at  the  place  whence 
imported,  shall  not  exceed  ten  cents  per  pound,  shall 
be  charged  with  a duty  of  fifteen  per  centum  ad  va- 
lorem, and  no  more. 

This  motion  was  negatived — for  it  18,  against  it  29. 

Mr.  Smith  then  moved  to  amend  the  bill,  by  insert- 
ing the  following;  “on  all  articles  of  silk,  or  of  which 
silk  is  a component  part,  manufactured  in  India,  China 
or  any  other  country  beyond  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope, 
a duty  of  twenty-five  per  centum  ad  valorem.” 

After  discussion,  Mr.  Smith's  amendment  was  nega- 
tived— for  it  12,  against  it  35. 

Mr.  King,  of  New  York,  then  moved  that  the  bill 
be  amended,  by  striking  out  all  that  part  which  pro- 
vides for  the  highest  progressive  duty,  of  37^  per  cent. 
ad  valorem,  “on  all  manufactures  of  wool,  or  of 
which  wool  shall  be  a component  part.” 

A considerable  debate  followed.  The  question  on 
this  amendment  was  put,  and  decided  in  the  affinna- 
tive,  by  yeas  and  nays,  as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Barbour,  Benton.  Branch,  Clayton  Eaton.  El- 
liott, Gaillard.  Hayne.  Holmes,  of  Mis-:.  Jackson.  H.  Johnson,  of 
L -11  J.  S.  Johnston  of  Lou  Kelly,  King,  ot  A jab.  King,  of  N. 
Y.  Knight,  Lloyd,  of  Md.  Lloyd,  of  Mass.  L-iwrie,  Macon,  Mills, 
Parrot,  Smith,  Taylor  of  Virginia.  Van  Buren,  Van  Dyke  Ware, 
Williams— 28. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Barton,  Bell.  Brown,  Chandler,  D’Wolf,  Dick- 
erson. Edwards.  Findlay,  Holmes,  of  Maine,  Johnson,  of  Ken. 
L-ntmao.  Mcllvaine,  Palmer,  Ruggh  s,  Seymour,  Talbot,  Taylor, 
of  Lid.  Thomas -18. 

So  the  senate  agreed  to  strike  out  the  highest  rate 
of  duty  on  woollen  manufactured  goods;  this  vote 
leaves  these  articles  subject,  by  the  provisions  of  the 
bill,  to  a duty  of  30  per  cent,  ad  valorem,  until  the 
30th  day  of  June,  1825;  and,  after  that  time,  to  a du  - 
ty of  33  j per  cent,  ad  valorem. 
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Mr.  Chandler  then  moved  to  except  Russia,  Hol- 
land and  Raven's  duck  from  the  ad  valorem  duty  of 
25  per  cent. ; negatived — 15  for  it.  Mr.  Hayne  then 
proposed  to  exempt  all  goods  of  flax  and  hemp  from 
th  u duty.  Negatived,  by  yeas  and  nays,  as  follows: 

YFAS— .\ljssrs.  Barbour,  Praucb,  Clayton.  Elliott,  Gaillard, 
Ha\iir  Hoi  es,  of  Main.  , Holmes,  of  Miss.  H.  Johnson,  ot  Lou. 
T.  S.  Joliosto  . of  Lou.  Killy,  King,  oi  Alab.  King,"  of  N Y. 
Lloyit.  oj  Mjss-  Macon,  Mills,  Parrott,  Smith,  Taylor,  ofVa.  Van 
Dyke.  War.  Williams— 22. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Barton,  Bill,  Benton,  Brown,  Chandler 
D’W.il;.  Dick  rson,  Eaton,  Edwards,  Findlay.  Jackson,  Johnson, 
of  Ken  K ighr  Lao.na  i,  Lloyd,  of  Mil.  Lowrn,  Vlcl.vaiin,  No- 
ble, Palmer  Kugglrs,  Seymour,  Talbot,  Taylor,  ol  Ind.  Thomas, 
Van  Bur-  .-25- 

So  tlie  senate  refused  to  exempt  articles  manufac- 
tured of  Jlax  or  hemp,  from  the  proposed  duty. 

Mr.  Macon  then  moved  to  amend  the  bill,  by  strik- 
ing out  the  following  clause-  “on  cotton  bagging,  four 
and  a half  cents  per  square  yard.” 

Discussion  being  had — the  question  was  put,  and 
decided  in  the  negative,  by  yeas  and  nays,  as  follows: 

YEAS-  Messr*.  Bur  Jour  Branch,  Clayton,  Eiliott,  Gaillard, 
Hayne.  Hollins,  ot  Miss.  H Johnson,  ot  Lou.  J.  S,  Johnston,  ot 
Lou.  K lly.  King,  of  Atab.  King,  oi  N-  Y Lloyd,  of  Md.  Lioyd, 
of  Mass.  Macon.  Mills,  Parrott,  Smith,  Taylor,  of  Va.  Van  Buren, 
Van  Dyke,  Ware,  Williams — 23. 

NAYS -Messrs.  Barton,  B-  n,  Benton,  Brown,  Chandler.  D’Woif, 
Dickerson,  Eaton,  Edwards,  Findlay  Holmes,  of  Maine,  Jackson, 
Johnson,  ol  Ken.  Knight,  Laninan.  Lowrie,  Mcllvaiue.  Nohle, 
Palm  r Buggies,  Seymour,  Taylor,  of  Ind.  Thomas— 24. 

So  the  senate  determined  not  to  strike  out  the  pro- 
posed duty  of  4 1 cents  per  square  yard,  on  cotton 
bagging.  And  the  senate  adjourned. 

May  7.  Without  daing  any  other  business,  the  se- 
nate again  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  the  ta- 
riff bill,  in  committee  of  the  whole. 

Mr.  Smith  moved  to  amen  , the  bill,  in  the  follow- 
ing clause:  “on  all  manufactures  of  wool,  or  of  which 
wool  shall  be  a component  part,  a duty  of  thirty  per 
centum  ad  valorem,  until  the  30th  day  of  June,  1825) 
and,  after  that  time,  a duty  of33J  per  centum  ad  va- 
lorem,” by  inserting,  after  the  word  “part,”  the 
words  “excepting  worsted  stuff  goods.” 

Rejected — 20  for,  26  against  it.  So  the  senate  de- 
termined not  to  except  worsted  stuffs. 

Mr.  Barbour  then  moved  to  amend  the  bill,  by  ex- 
tending the  time  at  which  its  provisions  are  to  take 
effect,  from  the  30th  day  of  June  next  to  the  30th  day 
of  September  next. 

Which  being  debated,  was  rejected — 22  for  and  25 
against  it. 

Mr.  King,  of  New  York,  then  moved  to  amend  the 
bill,  in  the  following  clause:  “on  all  manufactures  of 
wool,  or  of  which  wool  shall  be  a component  part,  a 
duty  of  thirty  per  centum  ad  valorem,  until  the  30th 
day  of  June,  1825;  and,  after  that  time,  a duty  of 
thirty-three  and  one-third  per  centum,”  by  insert- 
ing, after  the  word  “par/,”  the  words  “ except  worsted 
stuff  goods,  which  shall  pay  t wenty-five  per  centum  ad  va- 
lorem.'? 

After  debate,  decided  in  the  -affirmative  as  fol- 
lows— 

YEAS— Messrs.  Barbour,  Btnton,  Branch,  Clayton,  Eaton,  El- 
liott. Gaillard,  Hany  , Holmes,  ol  Maine.  Hoi  in,  s.  ol  Mississippi 
Jackson,  H.  Johnson,  ot  Lou.  J.  S.  Johnston, of  Lou. Kelly,  King, 
of  Alab.  King,  of  N.  Y Lioyd,  ol  Md.  Lloyd,  of  Mass,  Mac»n, 
Mills,  Parrott.  Smith,  lay  lor,  of  Va  Van  Buren,  Van  Dyk, , 
Ware.  Williams — 27. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Barton,  Bell,  Brown,  Chandler,  D’Wolf,  Dick- 
erson, Ecwards,  Findlay,  Johnson,  of  Ken.  Knight,  Laninan, 
Lowrie,  Mcllvaine,  Noble,  Ptlmer,  Buggies,  Seymour,  Talbot, 
Taylor, of  Ind.  Thomas— 20. 

So  the  senate  decided  that  “ worsted  stuff  goods ” 
should  be  subjected  to  a duty  of  twenty-jive  per  cent, 
only. 

Mr.  Hayne  then  moved  to  amend  the  hill,  by  includ- 
ing “ blankets ” in  the  exception  which  had  just  been 
made  in  favor  of  worsted  stuff  goods,  as  liable  only  to 
a duty  of  twenty-five  per  centum  ad  valorem.  This 
amendment  was  supported  by  the  mover,  and  oppos- 
ed by  Mr.  D'H'olf.  The  question  was  then  put  and 
decided  in  the  affirmative, , by  yeas  and  nays,  as  fol- 
}ow«: 


YEAS— Messrs  Barbour, Branch,  Clayton,  Eaton.  Elliott,  Gail* 
lard.  Hayn*-,  Holmes, of  Maine,*  Holmes,  of  Miss  H Johnson,  of 
Lou  J.  S Johnston,  of  Lou.  Kelly.  King,  of  Alab.  King,  of  N Y’. 
Lioy  d,  of  Md.  Lloyd,  of  Mass.  Macon.  Mills, Parrott,  Smith,  Tay- 
i >r.  of  Va  Van  Dyk  . Ware,  Williams— 24 

NAYS— Messrs  Barton,  Bell,  Benton,  Brown,  Chandler,  D'- 
Wotl,  Dickerson,  Edwards  Findlay,  Jackson,  Johnson,  ol  Ken. 
Knight.  Laninan  Lowrie*.  Ucllvaint,  N..lilc,  Palmtr,  Buggies. 
Seymour,  Talbot,  Taylor,  of  Lid.  Thomas,  Van  Buren— 23. 

So  the  senate  determined  that  blankets  should  only 
be  subject  to  a duty  of  twenty-jive  per  centum  ad  valo- 
rem. 

Mr.  Holmes,  of  Maine,  moved  to  amend  the  bill,  by 
inserting  in  it  the  following  proviso:  Provided,  that  all 
articles  imported  into  the  United  States  in  any  ship 
or  vessel,  which  shall  have  cleared  from  any  foreign 
port  or  place,  before  the  passage  of  this  act,  shall  be 
subject  to  the  same  duties  as  if  this  act  had  not  pass- 
ed.” 

Decided  in  the  negative — 23  to  24.  [Yeas  and 
nays  the  same  as  the  last  set,  except  that  Mr.  Eaton 
voted  in  the  negative.] 

Mr.  Branch  then  moved  to  strike  out  the  following 
line  from  the  bill:  “on  frying-pans,  four  cents  per 
pound.” 

Agreed  to — 29  for,  18  against  it.  The  duty  on  co- 
coa was  also  stricken  out,  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Lloyd, 
of  Mass. 

Mr.  Holmes,  of  Maine,  then  moved  to  amend  the 
bill  by  inserting  the  following  clause:  “on  Russia, 
Holland  and  Raven’s  duck,  Osnaburgs,  Ticklenburgs 
and  Burlaps,  a duty  of per  centum  ad  valorem.” 

Decided  in  the  affirmative — 30  to  17.  Mr.  Jackson 
moved  to  fill  up  the  blank  with  20  per  centum — disa- 
greed to,  yeas  20,  nays  27. 

Mr.  King,  of  N.  Y.  then  moved  to  fill  the  blank 
Avith  “ fifteen ,”  so  that  the  proposed  duty  should  be 
fifteen  per  cent.  This  proposition  wras  agreed  to,  by- 
yeas  and  nays,  as  follows: 

YEA->— Messrs.  Barbour,  Barton,  Bell,  Branch,  Chandler,  Clay- 
ton, D'Wolf,  Elliott,  Gaillard,  Hayne,  Holmes,  of  Maine,  Holme’s, 
of  Miss  H.  Johnson,  of  Lou.  J.  8.  Johnston, ot  Lou.  Kelly  King, 
of  Alab  King, of  N.  Y,  Lanman,  Lloyd,  of  Md.  Lloyd,  ot  Mass. 
Lowri. , Macon, Mills,  Parrott,  Smith.  Taylor, ofVa.  Thomas,  Van 
Buren,  Van  Dyke,  Ware,  Williams— 31. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Benton,  Brown,  Dickerson.  Eaton,  Edwards, 
Findlay,  Jackson,  Johnson,  of  Ken.  Knight,  Mcllvaine,  Noble, 
Palmer,  Buggies,  Seymour,  Talbot,  Taylor,  of  Ind. —lb. 

Mr.  Lloyd,  of  Md.  then  moved  to  amend  the  bill, 
by  inserting,  after  the  clause  imposing  duties  on  arti- 
cles manufactured  of  wool,  the  following  proviso: 
u Provided,  that  all  articles  manufactured  of  wool,  or 
of  which  wool  is  a component  part,  the  actual  value 
of  which,  at  the  place  where  imported,  does  not  exceed 
fifty  cents  per  square  yard,  shall  be  subject  to  a duty 
of  25  per  cent,  ad  valorem,  and  no  more.” 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Mills,  the  amendment  was  amend 
ed,  by  striking  out  “fifty  cents,”  and  inserting  “thirty- 
three  and  one-third  cents,”  as  the  value  of  the  square 
yard. 

After  debate — the  question  was  put,  and  decided  in 
the  affirmative,  by  yeas  and  nays,  as  follows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Barbour.  Benton,  Branch,  Clay  too.  Eaton,  El- 
liott, Gaillard,  Hayne,  Holmes,  of  MBs.  Jackson,  H.  Johnson,  ol* 
Lou  Kelly,  King,  of  Alab.  King,  of  N.  Y.  Lloyd,  of  Md.  Lloyd, 
ol  Mass.  Macon,  Mills.  Parrott,  Smith,  Taylor,  of  Va.  Van  Dyke 
Ware.  Wiiliams-24 

NAYS— Messrs.  Barton,  B.  II,  Brown,  Chandler,  D’VVolf,  Dick- 
rson,  Edwards,  Findlay,  Holmes,  of  Maine,  Johnson,  of  Ken. 
Kiiigot,  Lanman,  Lowrie,  Mcllvaine,  Noble,  Palmtr,  Biggies, 
Seymour  Talbot,  Taylor,  of  Ind.  Thomas,  Van  Buren— 22. 

So  the  senate  decided  that  woollen  goods,  the  value 
of  which  does  not  exceed  33^  cents  the  square  yard, 
shall  not  he  subject  to  a higher  duty  than  25  per  cent, 
ad  valorem. 

Mr.  King,  of  New- York,  proposed  to  strike  out  the 
duty  on  tallow — agreed  to,  without  a division;  and 
the  allowance  of  a drawback  on  tallow  exported,  was 
stricken  out,  of  course. 

Mr.  Smith  moved  to  amend  the  bill,  by  inserting  the 
following  clause:  “on  copper,  in  plates  or  sheets^  two 
cents  per  pound.” 

Disagreed  to— only  12  in  favor  of  it. 
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Mr.  Lloyd , of  Mass,  moved  to  amend  the  bill,  by 
striking  out  the  following  clause:  “on  iron  cables  or 
chains,  or  parts  thereof,  three  cents  per  pound;  and 
no  drawback  shall  be  allowed  on  the  exportation  of 
iron  cables,  or  parts  thereof.” 

Determined  in  the  negative — 21  for,  26  against  it. 

Mr.  Holmes , Maine,  then  moved  that  the  bill  be 
amended,  by  inserting  the  following  line:  “on  oats  ten 
cents  per  bushel.”  This  was  agreed  to,  27  members 
voting  in  the  affirmative. 

Mr.  King,  of  New  York,  then  moved  to  amend  the 
bill  by  striking  out  the  following  clause:  “on  flax, 
three  cents  per  pound.”  This  amendment  was  agreed 
to  without  division. 

Mr.  Smith  proposed  to  amend  the  bill  by  inserting  a 
specific  duty  on  Prunella  shoes,  laced  boots,  &c.  This 
was  agreed  to,  26  in  the  affirmative. 

Mr.  Branch  then  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  strik- 
ing out  the  following  line:  “on  pepper,  ten  cents  per 
pound.”  This  was  agreed  to  without  division. 

Mr.  King,  of  N.  Y.  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  strik- 
ing out  the  following  clause:  “on  coal,  six  cents  per 
heaped  bushel.”  This  proposition  was  not  agreed  to. 

Mr.  King , of  N.  Y.  also  moved  to  strike  out  the  fol- 
lowing clause:  “on  glass  beads,  fifty  cents  per  pound,” 
which  was  agreed  to  without  division. 

• Mr.  Hayne  then  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  striking 
out  from  the  following  clause:  “on  anvils  and  anchors, 
two  cents  per  pound,”  the  words  two  cents  per  'pound, 
in  order  to  insert,  in  lieu  of  the  specific  duty,  an  ad 
valorem  duty.  The  amendment  was  not  agreed  to. 

A motion  was  then  made  for  adjournment,  which 
was  decided  in  the  affirmative,  by  the  casting  vote  of 
the  chair;  and  the  senate  adjourned  till  to-morrow. 

[Considerable  discussion  took  place  on  most  of  the 
items  struck  at — but  the  names  of  the  speakers,  only, 
are  mentioned  in  the  “Nationallntelligencer,”  and,  if 
sketches  were  given  of  what  they  said,  we  should  not 
have  room  to  insert  them.  But  what  is  stated  may 
shew  the  spirit  of  the  proceedings.] 

May  8.  Mr.  Lloyd,  of  Massachusetts,  from  the 
committee  on  naval  affairs,  to  whom  was  referred  the 
petition  of  Josiah  Watson  and  Jane  Watson,  praying 
relief  from  the  government,  in  consequence  of  the 
dependent  and  helpless  situation  to  which  they  have 
been  reduced  by  the  death  of  their  son,  while  in  the 
service  of  his  country,  submitted  a report:  The  com- 
mittee state,  that  the  petitioners  are  the  parents,  in 
very  advanced  life,  of  the  late  William  Henry  Watson, 
an  officer  of  the  United  States’  navy,  of  great  pro- 
mise; who,  after  having,  in  a very  gallant  manner, 


Mr.  Lloyd,  of  Massachusetts,  then  moved  to  amend 
the  bill,  by  insertingthe  following  line:  “on  ginger, 
two  cents  per  pound.”  Mr.  L.  stated  the  reasons 
which  induced  him  to  propose  this  amendment.  It  was 
carried. 

Mr.  Lloyd,  of  Massachusetts,  moved  further  to 
amend  the  bill,  by  striking  out  from  the  following 
clause:  “on  printing,  copperplate,  and  Stainer’s  pa- 
per, ten  cents  per  pound,”  the  words  “copper plate.” 

Mr.  Lloyd  stated  his  object  was  to  relieve  Mr. 
Blunt,  of  New  York,  “a  nautical -gentleman”  and 
maker  of  charts.  Several  gentlemen  opposed  the 
amendment — it  was  not  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Hayne  then  moved  to  reduce  the  duty  on  folio 
and  quarto  post  paper  to  15  cents  per  pound,  and, 
with  Mr.  Smith,  supported  the  proposition.  It  was  op- 
posed by  Mr.  Dickerson,  and  not  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Branch  moved  to  strike  out  the  specific  duties 
on  cutting  knives,  scythes,  sickles  and  reaping  hooks, 
and  on  spades  and  shovels,  and  insert  in  lieu  thereof 
an  ad  valorem  duty  of  30  per  cent,  both  which  was 
carried  after  debate,  31  to  16. 

Mr.  Lloyd,  of  Mass,  then  moved  to  amend  the  bill, 
by  striking  out  the  specific  duties  on  screivs,  and  im- 
posing upon  them  an  ad  valorem  duty  of  thirty  per 
cent. 

After  some  remarks  by  the  mover  and  several  mem- 
bers, this  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Lloyd,  of  Massachusetts,  then  moved  to  amend 
the  bill,  by  striking  out  the  specific  duty  of  ten  cents 
per  pound,  “on  all  vessels  of  copper,”  and  inserting 
a duty  of  thirty-five  per  cent,  ad  valorem.  This  mo- 
tion was  negatived  by  the  casting  vote  of  the  chair. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Lloyd,  of  Mass,  the  proposed  du- 
ty on  black  lead  pencils,  was  changed  from  a specific 
duty  of  one  dollar  and  fifty  cents  per  groce,  to  an  ad 
valorem  duty  of  forty  per  cent. 

Mr.  Lowrie  then  moved  to  amend  the  following 
clause  of  the  bill:  “on  all  wares  of  cut  glass,  not 
specified,  three  cents  per  pound,  and,  in  addition 
thereto,  an  ad  valorem  duty  of  thirty  per  centum,” 
by  raising  the  duty  on  the  pound,  from  three  to  six 
cents.  Mr.  Lowrie  explained  the  reasons  of  his  mo-' 
tion,  and  Messrs.  Lloyd,  of  Mass.  Smith,  Talbot  and 
Hayne,  made  some  remarks  upon  it.  The  question 
on  the  amendment  was  then  put,  and  decided  in  the 
negative — 17  to  26. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Lloyd,  of  Mass,  the  duty  on  “Ve- 
netian carpeting”  was  reduced  from  fifty  cents  to 
twenty-five  cents  per  square  yard. 

Mr.  Dickerson  moved  to  amend  the  bill  so  as  to 


of  Maine,  Mills,  Lloyd,  of  Mass.  Edwards,  Loicrie , and 
Hayne. 

Mr.  Hayne  moved  to  amend  the  amendment  by 


inflicted  on  the  pirates  of  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  and  t raise  the  duty  on  all  books  printed  in  the  Greek  and 
the  coasts  of  Cuba,  a merited  and  severe  punishment, ! Latin  languages  from  four  cents  per  volume  to  eigh- 
fella  victim,  while  on  duty,  to  the  epidemic  prevail-  teen  and  a half  cents  per  pound,  when  bound;  and 
ing  on  board  the  ship  of  war  John  Adams,  at  Tomp- 1 sixteen  and  a half  cents  per  pound  when  in  sheets  or 
son’s  Island,  in  the  autumn  of  the  last  year;  that  the  J boards.  LTpon  this  proposition,  remarks  were  made 
petitioners  are  not  only  very  aged,  but  are  in  narrow  by  the  mover,  and  by  Messrs.  Barbour,  Smith,  Holmes 
circumstances;  and  were  dependent  upon  their  de-  ’’’  ’ ^ 1 

ceased  and  lamented  son,  for  the  principal  part  of 
their  support;  and  that  their  case  presents  a strong 
claim  upon  the  sympathy,  if  not  upon  the  justice,  of  i striking  out  the  amount  of  duty  per  pound,  with  a 
the  government/  But  the  sense  of  congress,  on  the  | view  to  insert  an  ad  valorem  duty.  This  was  not 
inexpediency  of  extending  pension  allowances,  or  ; agreed  to. 

pecuniary  grants,  to  cases  of  this  description,  having i The  question  was  then  put  upon  Mr.  Dickerson's 
been  too'  distinctly  and  repeatedly  expressed  to  be ; amendment,  and  decided  in  the  negative,  yeas  22, 
misunderstood,  the  committee  ask  to  be  discharged  nays  25. 

from  the  further  consideration  of  the  subject;  and  i Mr.  Hayne  then  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  striking 
recommend  that  the  petitioners  have  leave  to  with-  j out  the  duty  of  thirty-seven  and  an  half  cents  per 
draw  their  petition,  and  the  papers  accompanying  the  j pound  on  books,  when  bound;  and  thirtj'-three  cents 
same.  i per  pound  on  books,  when  in  boards  or  sheets,  and  to 

The  senate,  in  committee  of  the  whole,  Mr.  Eaton  j insert  a duty  “of per  centum  ad  valorem”  in  lieu 

in  the  chair,  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  tariff!  thereof. 

Dili.  i After  debate,  decided  in  the  affirmative — 25  to  22. 

Mr.  Lloyd,  of  Massachusetts,  moved  to  amend  the  On  motion  of  Mr.  Seymour  the  ad  valorem  duty  was 
bill,  by  striking  out  the  following  line:  “on  Chinese  ! fixed  at  25  per  cent. — yeas  24,  nays  23. 
cassia,  ten  cents  per  pound.”  The  amendment  was  i Mr.  Smith  moved  to  amend  the  bill,  by  excepting 
c arried.  i “cambrics  and  lawns  made  of  flax from  the  duty  of  25 
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percent  imposed  by  the  bill,  upon  all  manufactures  NAYS— Messrs.  Barton,  Bell,  Benton,  Brown,  Chandler,  Clayton, 

■*»  A * 1,.  a J i Tho  -imonrlmpm-  was  D' Wolf,  Dickerson,  Eaton,  Edwards,  Findlay,  Holmes,  oi  Me. 

of  cotton,  silk,  flax  or  hemp.  Jackson,  Johnson  of  Ken.  Knight,  Lanman,  Lloyd,  of  Md. 

not  agreed  to.  Lowrie,  Mcllvaine,  Noble,  Palmer,  Ruggles,  Seymour,  Talbot,  Tay- 

Mr  Lloyd  of  Massachusetts,  moved  to  amend  the  lor  of  lad.  Thomas,  Van  Buren,  Van  Dyke— 28. 
bill  so  as  to  except  "laces  made  of  fax  or  cotton ,”  from  So  the  senate  refused  to  strike  out  the  proposed 
the  duty  proposed  in  the  bill.  This  was  not  agreed  to.  fluty  on  wheat  and  wheat  flour. 

On  motion  of  Mr  Barbour , the  bill  was  laid  upon  The  question  was  then  upon  striking  out  the  pro- 
the  table 
tion  of 

the  doors  were  opened 

Adjourned  till  Monday. 

May  10.  After  some  minor  business,  the  senate,  in 
committee  of  the  whole,  resumed  the  consideration  of 
the  tariff  bill — 

Debate  being  had,  the  section,  providing  for  the  al- 
lowance of  drawback  on  the  exportation  of  silks  and 
nankeens,  when  colored, printed, stained,  dyed,  stamp- 
ed or  painted,  in  this  country,  was  stricken  out. 

Mr.  Holmes , of  Mth-moved  to  amend  the  bill,  by  in- 
serting the  following: 

“On  all  manufactures  of  silk,  or  of  which  silk 
shall  be  a component  material,  coming  from  beyond 

the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  a duty  of per  centum 

ad  valorem; 

“On  all  other  manufactures  of  silk,  or  of  which 
silk  shall  be  a component  material,  a duty  of per 

cent,  ad  valorem.”  „ 

Mr.  Holmes  stated  that  his  object  in  moving  this  ; hospitals,”  was  taken  up,  considered,  and  passed  to  be 
amendment  was,  to  ascertain  whether  the  senate  was  ' read  a third  time— as  was  the  bill  for  the  purchase  of 
willing  to  make  a discrimination  between  the ^ilks  of  i 300  copies  of  Way  and  Gideon’s  edition  of  the  jour- 
France  and  those  of  India.  The  former  country,  he  | nals  of  the  old  congress,  for  1774  to  1778;  and  a bill 
said,  took  a considerable  amount  of  articles  of  the  | relative  to  the  patent  office,  fixing  the  salary  of  the 
production  of  this  country;  and  he  thought  we  ought  j superintendant  at  $2000,  &c. 

Jo  discriminate  in  favor  of  her  silks.  j The  cq0  authorize  the  president  to  hold  a trea- 

The  first  blank  was  filled  with  “ twenty-jive ,”  and  with  the  Indians  owning  the  country  on  the  south 


Mr.  Eaton  then  moved  to  amend  the  bill,  by  insert- 
ing the  following: 

“On  cotton,  picked  or  ginned,  six  cents  per  pound; 

On  cotton,  not  picked  or  ginned,  one  and  an  half 
cents  per  pound.” 

This  amendment  was  opposed  by  Messrs.  Hayne , 
Branch,  Elliott  and  Johnson,  of  Kentucky,  and  sup- 
ported by  the  mover,  and  by  Messrs.  Brown , D’  Wolf 
and  Smith.  It  was  subsequently  withdrawn  by  the 
mover. 

The  bill,  with  the  several  amendments,  was  then  re- 
ported from  the  committee  of  the  whole,  to  the  se- 
nate. On  motion  of  Mr.  Lloyd,  of  Mass,  the  bill  was 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table,  and  the  amendments  to 
be  printed  for  the  use  of  the  senate. 

The  bill  “-in  addition  to  the  act  establishing  navy 


the  second  with  twenty. 

The  question  was  then  upon  adopting  the  amend- 
ment with  the  blanks  thus  filled.  Mr.  Lowrie  oppos- 
ed, and  Mi*.  Holmes,  of  Maine,  supported  it.  The 
amendment  was  agreed  to,  by  yeas  and  nays,  as  fol- 
lows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Barbour,  Benton,  Branch,  Brown,  Chandler, 
Clayton,  Dickerson,  Elliot.  Gaillard,  Hayne,  Holmes,  of  Maine, 


side  of  Lake  Superior,  for  the  purpose  of  extinguish- 
I ing  their  title  to  certain  districts,  supposed  to  contain 
valuable  mines  of  copper,”  was  then  taken  up  in  com- 
mittee of  the  whole — and,  after  some  remarks  made 
by  Messrs.  King,  of  N.  Y.  and  Benton,  ordered  to  lie 
on  the  table. 

The  bill  from  the  house  of  representatives,  “pro- 


viayiuu,  lsicitersuii,  vrumaiu,  v * 

Hoi  nit  s,  of  Miss.  Johnson,  of  Ken.  H.  Johnson,  of  Lou.  J.  s.  John-  viding  for  the  appointment  of  an  Indian  agent  for  the 
stun,  of  Lou.  Kelly.  King,  of  Ala.  Lloyd,  of  Md.  Mdivaine,  Macon,  j Osage  Indians,  west  of  the  state  of  Missouri  and  ter- 
Ruggles,  Smith,  Talbot  Taylor,  of  tad.  Taylor,  of  Va.  Thomas,  j ritory  of  Arkangas>  and  for  other  purposes  » — 


Buggies,  Smith,  Talbot.  Tay 
Van  Dyke,  Ware,  Williams— 29 
NAYS— Messrs.  Barton,  Bell,  D’ Wolf, Eaton,  Edwards,  Findlay, 
Jackson,  King,  ofN.  Y.  Knight,  Lanman.  Lloyd,  of  Mass.  Lowrie, 
Mills,  Noble.  Palmer,  Parrott,  Seymour,  Van  Bureu— 18. 

So  the  senate  agreed  to  insert  a discriminating  duty 
of  five  per  centum,  between  the  silks  of  France  and 
those  of  India,  in  favor  of  the  former.  The  effect  of 
this  amendment  is,  to  reduce  the  duty  on  all  other 
silks,  except  those  of  India,  five  per  centum  lower  than 
proposed  by  the  bill  as  it  came  from  the  house  of  re- 
presentatives. 

Mr.  Smith  moved  to  amend  the  bill,  by  inserting 
the  following  clause:  “on  morocco  skins,  thirty  per 
cent,  ad  valorem.”  This  amendment  was  not  agreed 

to. 

Mr.  Taylor,  of  Va.  then  moved  to  amend  the  bill, 
by  striking  out  the  following  lines: 

“On  wheat,  twenty-five  cents  per  bushel; 

On  wheat  flour,  fifty  cents  per  hundredweight; 

On  potatoes,  ten  cents  per  bushel.” 

This  proposition  to  amend,  was  discussed  by  the 
mover,  and  by  Messrs.  Barbour,  Johnson,  of  Kentucky 
Dickerson,  Smith 


was  then 

considered,  and  passed  to  a third  reading. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Alexander  McNair  occu- 
pied the  rest  of  the  day.  It  was  amended  and  passed 
to  a third  reading. 

May  11.  After  the  preliminary  business  of  report- 
ing several  bills  respecting  private  claims,  and  the 
reading  and  reference  of  some  bills  from  the  other 
house, 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Lowrie,  the  bill  from  the  house 
of  representatives,  “to  amend  the  several  acts  for 
imposing  duties  on  imports,”  was  taken  up  for  con- 
sideration, in  senate. 

The  question  was  put,  separately , upon  concurring 
in  the  several  amendments  made  in  committee  of  the 
whole. 

To  insert,  “on  Russia,  Holland  and  Raven’s  duck, 
osnaburgs,  burlaps  and  tickienburgs,  a duty  of  fifteen 
per  centum  ad  valorem.”  This  was  concurred  in 
without  division. 

To  except  “worsted  stuff  goods  and  blankets,” 
D'  Wolf,  Lloyd,  of  Maryland,  and  j from  the  duty  of  30  per  centum  imposed  on  other  ma- 
nufactures of  wool,  and  subject  the  same  to  a duty 
of  25  per  cent,  only.” 

Mr.  Ruggles  moved  to  strike  out  “blankets” — it  was 
debated  and  lost,  24  to  23,  and  the  amendment  agreed 
to. 

To  strike  out  the  progressive  duty  on  woollen  ma- 
nufactures, so  as  to  leave  the  highest  rate  at  33£  per 
cent,  was  agreed  to,  without  a division.  And  the  du- 
ty on  woollen  goods,  the  actual  value  of  which  at  the 
place  whence  imported  shall  not  exceed  33£  cents 


j 


Findlay. 

Mr.  Smith  called  for  a division  of  the  question;  he 
wished  to  hSive  the  question  on  striking  out  the  duty 
on  potatoes,  taken  separately. 

The  question  was  then  put,  upon  striking  out  the 
proposed  duties  on  “wheat  and  wheat  flour.”  It  was 
decided  in  the  negative , by  yeas  and  nays,  as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs  Bn-nour,  Branch,  Elliott.  Gaillard,  Hayne, 
Holme,,  of  Miss.  H.  Johnson,  of  La.  J.  S.  Johnston,  of  La.  Kelly, 
King,  of  Ala.  King,  of  N.  Y.  Lloyd,  of  Mass.  Macon,  Mills,  Par- 
rott, Smith,  Taylor,  of  Ya.  Ware,  WilJiau’.wlSL 
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per  square  yard,  was  fixed  at  25  per  centum  ad  valo- 
rem 

The  amendment,  making  a discrimination  of  5 per 
cent,  in  favor  of  silks,  not  coming  from  beyond  the 
Cape  of  Good  Hope,  was  concurred  in. 

To  reduce  the  minimum  upon  which  the  duties  on 
cotton  cloths  are  to  be  calculated,  from  thirty-five  to 
thirty  cents  per  square  yard.  This  was  concurred  in, 
without  division. 

The  bill  was  so  amended,  as  to  make  the  act  inap 
plicable  to  importations  from  the  east  of  the  Cape  of 
Good  Hope,  or  beyond  Cape  Horn,  before  the  first  day 
of  January  next. 

The  progressive  duty  on  wool  was  limitted  to  30 
per  cent,  ad  valorem,  and  the  duty  on  Venitian  carpet- 
ing fixed  at  25  cents  per  square  yard. 

The  senate  concurred,  30  to  16,  in  the  amendment 
which  struck  out  the  duty  of  2 cents  per  pound  on 
hemp.  Mr.  Lloyd,  of  Md.  proposed  that  the  duty 
should  be  45  dollars  per  ton — lost,  for  it  6,  against  it 
40.  Mr.  Talbot  moved  to  fix  it  at  37  dollars — lost, 
yeas  19,  nays  27.  Mr.  Holmes,  of  Maine,  proposed 
35  dollars — decided  in  the  affirmative,  as  follows: 
YEAS— Messrs.  Barton.  Bell  Benton,  Brown.  Chandler.  D' Wolf, 
Dickerson,  Eaton,  Edwards,  Findlay,  Holm  s,  of  Mr.  Jackson. 
Johnson,  of  Ken.  H.  Johnson,  of  Lou.  J.  S Johnston,  of  Lou. 
Knight,  Lanman,  Lloyd,  of  Md.  Lowrie,  Mcllvaine,  Nobit  Pal- 
mer, Ruggles,  Seymour.  Talbot,  Taylor,  of  Ind.  Thomas,  VaD 
Buren— 28. 

NAYS  Messrs.  Barbour,  Branch,  Clayton,  Eiliott,  Gaillard. 
Hayne,  Holmes,  of  Miss-  Kelly,  King,  of  Alab.  King,  of  N Y, 
Lloyd,  of  Mass.  Macon.  Mills,  Parrott,  Smith,  Taylor,  ofVir.  Van 
Dyke,  Ware,  'Williams— 19. 

So  the  duty  on  hemp  was  fixed  at  $35  per  ton. 
[The  present  duty  is  30.] 

The  amendment,  to  strike  out  the  prospective 
duty  on  cotton  bagging  was  agreed  to,  without  a divi- 
sion. 

To  strike  out  the  following  clause:  “on  iron,  in 
“bars  or  bolts,  not  manufactured,  in  whole  or  in  part, 
by  rolling,  ninety  cents  per  hundred  and  twelve 
•pounds.”  This  was  not  concurred  in.  The  yeas  and 
nays  were  as  follows : 

YEAS— Messrs*  Barbour,  Branch,  Clayton,  Elliott,  Gaillard, 
Hayne,  Holmes,  of  Miss.  H.  Johnson,  of  Lou.  J.  S.  Johnston,  of 
Lou.  Kelly,  King,  of  Alab.  King,  of  N.  Y.  Lloyd,  of  Mass.  Ma- 
con, Mills,  Parrott,  Smith,  Taylor  of  Va.  Van  Dyke,  Ware,  Wil- 
liams—21. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Barton, Bell, Benton, Brown  Chandler.  D’Wolf, 
Dickerson,  Eaton,  Edwards,  Findlay,  Holmes,  of  Me-  Jackson, 
Johnson,  of  Ken.  Knight,  Lanman,  Lloyd,  of  Md.  Lowrie,  Mcll- 
vaine,  Noble.  Palmer, Ruggles,  Seymour,  Talbot,  Taylor,  of  Ind. 
Thomas,  Yan  Buren— 26. 

The  amendments  about  scythes,  sickles,  & c.  frying 
pans,  quills,  slates  and  tiles — black  lead  pencils,  tal- 
low, oats — shoes  and  slippers,  of  stuff  or  nankeen — 
laced  boots  or  bootees — pepper,  cassia,  ginger,  fil- 
berts, pine  apples,  oranges,  lemons,  limes,  and  seve- 
ral other  small  matters,  were  agreed  to.  [The  detail 
is  hardly  worth  the  room  that  it  would  occupy.] 

To  strike  out  the  following  clause — “On  all  foreign 
distilled  spirits,  fifteen  per  centum  upon  the  duties 
now  imposed  by  law,  and  in  addition  thereto.”  This 
amendment  was  agreed  to,  by  yeas  and  nays,  as  fol- 
lows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Barbour,  Bell,  Branch,  Chandler,  Clayton. 
D’Wolf,  Filioit,  Galliard,  Hayne,  Holmes  of  Maine,  Holmes  of 
Miss.  H.  Johnson  of  Lou.  J.  S.  Johnston  of  Lou.  ICelly,  King  of 
Alab.  King  of  N.  Y.  Knight,  Lanman,  Lloyd  of  Mass.  Lowrie.  Ma- 
con, Mills,  Palmer.  Parrott,  Seymour,  Smith,  Thomas,  Van  Dyke, 
Ware,  Williams— 30. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Barton,  Benton,  Brown,  Dickerson,  Eaton,  Ed- 
wards, Findlay,  Jackson,  Johnson  of  Ky.  Llojd,  of  Md.  Mcllvame, 
Noble,  Ruggles,  Talbot,  Taylor  of  Ind.  Taj  lor,  of  Va.  Van  Bu 
ten— 17. 

To  strike  out  the  duty  of  thirty-seven  cents  per 
pound  on  books  when  bound;  and  thirty-three  cents 
per  pound  when  in  sheets  or  boards;  and  insert,  in 
lieu  thereof,  a duty  of  twenty-five  per  centum  ad  valorem. 
This  was  not  concurred  in.  The  clause  was  amend- 
ed, on  motion  of  Mr.  Dickerson,  so  as  to  levy  a duty  of 
ridriy  cents  per  pound  on  books  when  bound;  and  txcenty 
c u nts  per  pound  when  in  sheets  or  boards.  In  this 
:-wui  the  duty  was  retained  in  the  bill  - 


The  senate  having  passed  through  all  the  amend- 
ments of  the  committee  of  the  whole — 

Mr.  Dickerson  then  moved  to  amend  the  bill,  by  in- 
serting the  following  clause:  “On  all  books,  printed 
in  Latin  or  Greek,  when  bound,  fifteen  cents  per 
pound;  when  not  bound,  thirteen  cents  per  pound.” 
This  proposition  was  supported  by  the  mover,  and 
was  adopted  by  the  senate. 

Mr.  Talbot  moved  to  amend  the  bill,. by  striking 
out  the  following  proviso,  which  is  attached  to  that 
clause  of  the  hill  which  imposes  duties  on  unmanufac- 
tured wool:  “Provided,  That  all  wool,  the  actual  value 
of  which,  at  the  place  whence  imported,  shall  not  ex- 
ceed ten  cents  per  pound,  shall  be  charged  with  a 
duty  of  fifteen  per  centum  ad  valorem,  and  no  more.” 
The  senate  refused  to  strike  out  the  proviso.  Yeas 
11,  nays  35. 

Mr.  Macon  then  moved  to  amend  the  bill,  by  strik- 
ing out  the  following  clause:  “On  cotton  bagging, 
four  and  a half  cents  per  square  yard.”  This  amend- 
ment was  adopted,  and  the  yeas  and  nays  were  as 
follows: 

Yeas — Messrs.  Barbour,  Branch,  Clayton,  Elliott, 
Gaillard,  Hayne,  Holmes,  of  Maine,  Holmes,  of  Miss. 
Jackson,  Henry  Johnson,  Josiah  S.  Johnson,  Kelly, 
King,  of  Alab.  King,  of  New  York,  Lloyd,  of  Md. 
Lloyd,  of  Mass.  Macon.  Mills,  Parrott,  Smith,  Taylor, 
of  Va.  Van  Buren,  Van  Dyke,  Ware  and  Williams — 25. 

Nats — Messrs.  Barton,  Bell,  Benton,  Brown,  Chand- 
ler, D’Wolf,  Dickerson,  Eaton,  Edwards,  Findlay. 
Johnson,  of  Ken.  Knight.  Lanman.  Lowrie,  Mcllvaine, 
Noble,  Palmer,  Ruggles,  Seymour,  Talbot,  Taylor,  of 
Ind.  Thomas — 22. 

So  the  duty  on  cotton  bagging  was  stricken  out  en- 
tirely. 

Mr.  Macon  then  moved  to  amend  the  bill,  by  strik- 
ing out  the  following  line:  “On  pimento,  eight  cents 
per  pound.”  This  amendment  was  adopted. 

Mr.  King,  of  N.  Y.  moved  to  amend  the  bill,  in  the 
following  clause:  “On  iron,  in  bars  or  bolts,  not 
manufactured,  in  whole  or  in  part,  by  rolling,  ninety 
cents  per  hundred  and  twelve  pounds,”  by  striking 
out  therefrom  the  words  “fry  rolling .”  This  motion 
was  advocated  by  the  mover,  and  opposed  by  Messrs. 
Dickerson  and  Lowrie.  Before  any  question  had  been 
taken  upon  it,  at  four  o’clock, 

A motion  was  made  to  adjourn,  which  was  decided 
ed  in  the  affirmative,  by  the  casiing  vote  of  the  chair  : 
and 

The  senate  adjourned. 

May  12.  The  senate  resumed  the  unfinished  bu- 
siness of  yesterday,  being  the  further  consideration 
of  the  bill,  from  the  house  of  representatives,  “to 
amend  the  several  acts  for  imposing  duties  on  im- 
ports;” Mr.  King,  of  Alabama,  in  the  chair. 

Just  previous  to  the  adjournment  yesterday,  a mo- 
tion was  made  by  Mr.  King,  of  N.  Y.  to  amend  the 
bill,  in  the  following  clause:  “On  iron,  in  bars  or 
bolts,  not  manufactured  in  whole  or  in  part,  by  roll- 
iD  t,  ninety  cents  per  hundred  and  twelve  pounds,”  b}' 
striking  out  therefrom,  the  words  11  not  manufactured , 
in  whole  or  in  part,  by  rolling.”  The  question  was  upon 
the  adoption  of  that  amendment. 

Mr.  King  consented  to  waive  his  motion,  and  Mr. 
Dickerson  proposed  a prohibition  of  iron  manufactur- 
ed by  rolling.  Debate  followed;  Mr.  King  expressed 
his  willingness  to  prohibit  such  iron — but  it  was  sug- 
gested that  such  a proceeding  would  be  an  infringe- 
ment of  the  treaty  with  Great  Britain.  This  was 
denied;  but  as  the  matter  was  one  of  rhuch  impor- 
tance, Mr.  Dickerson  agreed  to  defer  the  consideration 
of  the  subject  to  another  time;  and  Mr.  King,  also, 
withdrew  his  proposed  amendment. 

Thirty-five  per  cent,  ad  val.  was  substituted  for 
10  cents  per  lb.  levied  on  vessels  made  of  copper. 

After  much  debate,  the  senate  resolved  not  to  make 
any  alteration  in  the  rate  of  duties  at  present  paya- 
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ble  on  wines,  of  any  sort.  Mr.  Lloyd's  (of  Mass.)  , 
motion  to  reduce  the  duty  on  Madeira,  Oporto  and 
Lisbon  wines,  was  negatived — 22  for,  25  against  it. 

Mr.  Findlay  moved  to  increase  the  duty  on  oil 
cloth  carpetting  to  50  cents  per  square  yard.  Not 
agreed  to. 

The  question  was  then  put,  upon  ordering  the 
amendments  to  be  engrossed,  and  the  bill  to  be  read 
a third  time,  as  amended.  This  question  was  decid- 
ed in  the  affirmative,  by  yeas  and  nays,  as  follows: 

Yeas — Messrs.  Barton,  Bell,  Benton,  Brown,  Chan- 
dle, , D’Wolf,  Dickerson,  Eaton,  Edwards,  Findlay, 
Holmes,  of  Maine,  Jackson,  Johnson,  of  Ken.  Knight, 
Lanman,  Lowrie,  Mcllvaine,  Noble,  Palmer,  Rugglcs, 
Seymour,  Talbot,  Taylor,  of  Ind.  Thomas,  Van  Bu- 
ren — 25. 

Nays — Messrs.  Barbour,  Branch,  Clayton,  Elliott, 
Gaillard,  Hayne,  Holmes,  of  Miss.  H.  Johnson,  of 
Lou.  J.  S.  Johnston,  of  Lou.  Kelly,  King,  of  Alab. 
King,  of  N.  Y.  Lloyd,  of  Md.  Lloyd,  of  Mass.  Macon, 
Mills,  Parrott,  Smith,  Taylor,  of  Va.  Van  Dyke,  Ware, 
Williams — 22. 

So  the  bill,  as  amended,  passed  to  a third  reading. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Barbour,  the  senate  then  pro- 
ceeded to  the  consideration  of  executive  business; 
and,  as  soon  as  the  doors  were  opened, 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow. 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

Wednesday,  . May  5.  An  act  for  the  relief  of  certain 
persons  who  paid  duties  on  certain  goods  imported 
into  Castine. 

[During  the  late  war  between  the  United  States  and 
Great  Briiain,  the  town  and  harbor  of  Castine,  in  the 
collection  district  of  Penobscot,  were  occupied  by  the 
forces  of  the  enemy,  from  the  1st  of  September,  1814, 
until  the  27th  of  April,  1815,  and  were  in  the  entire 
and  conclusive  control,  and  under  the  jurisdiction  of 
the  enemy.  On  the  1st  of  September,  1814,  the  col- 
lector of  the  custom  for  the  district  of  Penobscot  re- 
moved to  Hampden,  on  the  western  side  of  Penobscot 
river,  and  there  continued  to  transact  the  business  of 
the  custom-house  until  after  peace  was  restored  be- 
tween the  United  States  and  Great  Britain.  Im- 
mediately after  the  capture  of  Castine,  the  British 
government  established  a custom-house,  or  excise 
office,  and  appointed  a collector  of  the  custom,  who, 
from  that  time,  until  the  24th  of  April,  1815,  continued 
to  receive  entries  of  vessels  and  merchandise,  at  that 
place,  conformably  to  the  laws  and  regulations  in  the 
province  of  Nova  Scotia.  During  this  period,  many 
merchants  residing  at  Castine,  imported  goods,  and 
entered  them  with  the  British  collector,  paying  duties 
thereon  to  the  British  government;  and  a part  of  said 
goods,  on  return  of  peace,  remained  in  Castine.  The 
United  States’  collector,  after  the  peace,  but  before 
the  actual  evacuation  of  Castine,  established  his  of- 
fice upon,  or  near  the  British  lines,  and  required  that 
goods  of  foreign  growth  or  manufacture,  which  had 
\jeen  imported  during  the  hostile  occupation,  and 
were  still  there,  should  be  entered  as  if  then  origi- 
nally imported  into  the  United  States  in  a foreign  ves- 
sel, and  threatened  to  seize  and  detain  the  goods  un- 
less the  owners  and  consignees  would  immediately 
pay,  or  secure  to  the  United  States,  duties  thereon,  as 
aforesaid.  To  avoid  the  great  loss  and  injury,  which 
would  have  been  sustained  by  a seizure  and  detention 
of  their  goods,  the  owners  or  consignees  entered  the 
same  with  said  collector,  and  gave  bonds  for  the  du- 
ties, including  the  additional  duty  for  importation  in 
a foreign  vessel.  At  the  time  said  bonds  became  due, 
some  of  the  persons  who  had  given  them,  not  being 
willing  to  incur  the  expenses  of  a litigation  with  the 
United  Slates,  paid  the  same,  trusting  to  the  govern- 
ment of  the  United  States  for  restitution,  while  others 
refused  to  pay,  and  suits  were  commenced  against 
them  in  the  district  courts  of  Massachusetts  and  Maine, 


for  the  recovery  of  the  same;  which  suits  were  dis- 
continued by  order  of  the  secretary  of  the  treasury, 
in  consequence  of  the  unanimous  opinion  of  the  jus- 
tices of  the  supreme  court  of  the  United  States,  in  the 
case  of  the  United  States  vs.  Rice,  that  the  act  of  the 
collector,  exacting  said  bonds,  was  illegal,  the  goods 
not  being  liable  for  duties  to  the  U.  States.  Those  per- 
sons who  had  paid  the  bonds  given  as  aforesaid  now 
petition  congress,  in  order  that  they  may  be  placed  in 
the  same  situation  with  those  who  resisted  the  pay- 
ment of  their  bonds,  given  at  the  same  time,  and  undqr 
like  circumstances.] 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Cocke , the  ayes  and  noes  were 
ordered  on  the  passage  of  this  bill. 

Some  observations  were  then  made  by  Messrs. 
Sharpe,  Little,  McLane,  Gazlay  Webster , Hamilton , Mal- 
lai'y , Livermore,  Garrison,  Foot,  of  Con.  Buck,  Whippl$y 
Lincoln  and  Tod,  and  the  the  question  was  then  taken. 

YEAS— Messrs. 


; Alexander  Ten! 

, Edwards,  Penn. 

Livermore 

Poinsett 

, Allen, of  Mass. 

Findlay 

Livingston 

Rankin 

1 Allen,  of  Tenn.  Floyd 

Locke 

Reed 

, Baylies 

Foote  N.  Y. 

Long 

Reynolds 

Be'  cher 

Forward 

Longfellow 

Sharpe 

, Blair 

Gatlin 

McKim  - 

Sibley 

i Bradley 

Hamilton 

McLane,  Del. 

Spaight 

Bn  ck 

Hayden 

McLean,  Ohio, 

Spence 

Burleigh 

Hemphill 

Mango m 

A.  Stevenson 

Burton 

Henry 

Marvin 

J.  StephensoAJ 

Cady 

Hobart 

Matson 

Stoddard 

Canibreleng 

Holcombe 

Mercer 

Storrs 

Cassedy 

Houston 

Metcalfe 

Strong 

Clark 

Ingham 

Miller 

Tattnaifl 

Cook 

Isacks 

Mitchell,  Aid. 

Taylor 

j Crafts 

Kent 

Moore,  Alab. 

Thompson,  Ken> 

Crowninshield 

Kidder 

Neale 

Tracy 

Culpeper 

Krem  r 

Nelson 

Vance,  N.  C. 

! Cpshman 

Lathrop 

O'Brien 

AVebsrer 

. Cuthbert 

Lawrence 

Owen 

Whittlesey 

Dwine'l 

Lincoln 

Patterson  Ohio 

AVilijams,  N.  Y, 

Dwight 

Litchfield 

Plumtr,  N.  H. 

Wood-89. 

Eaton 

Little 

NAYS- 

—Messrs. 

A dam3 

Eddy 

McCoy 

Talliaferro 

Alexander,  Va. 

Edwards,  N.  C. 

McKean 

Ten  Eyck 

Allison 

Ellis 

Mallary 

1 est 

Barber  of  Con. 

Foot,  of  Conn. 

Markley 

Thompson,  Geoi 

P.  P.  Barbour 

Frost 

M irtindale 

Tod 

J.  S.  Barbour 

Garrison 

Mat  lack 

Tomlinson 

Bartlett 

Gazlay 

Mitchell,  Penn.  Trimble 

Bass,  tt 

Gist 

Moore  of  Ken. 

Tucker,  S.  C. 

Brown 

Gurley 

Patterson,  Pen. 

Udree 

Buchanan 

Harris 

Piumer,  Pen. 

Vance.  Ohio 

Buck 

Hayward 

Prince 

Vinton 

Buckner 

Herkimer 

Richbrds 

Whipple 

Campbell,  S.  C. 

Hogeboom 

Wise 

Whitman 

Campbell,  Ohio. Hooks 

Ross 

White 

Cary 

Jenkins 

Sanford 

Wickliffe 

Cocke 

Johnson,  of  Va. 

Scott 

Williams,  Va. 

Collins 

J.  T.  Johnson 

Sloane 

Williams.  N.  C. 

Condict 

F.  Johnson 

Arthur  Smith 

Wilson,  S.  C. 

Conner 

Lrftwich 

Wm.  Smith 

Wilson,  Ohio 

Craig 

Letcher 

Standeftr 

Woods 

Day 

McArthur 

Sterling 

Wright— 86. 

So  the  bill 

was  passed. 

Thursday,  May  6.  After  a variety  of  minor  business 
had  been  transacted, 

Mr.  F.  Johnson  made  a few  observations  on  the  ne- 
cessity and  importance  of  going  through  with  the  post 
office  bill,  which  has  been  already  partially  acted  up- 
on; the  system,  extensive  and  cumbrous,  required 
several  modifications  and  improvemements,  which 
had  been  carefully  prepared,  after  mature  reflection, 
by  the  postmaster  general  and  the  committee  of  this 
house,  and  he  should  consider  the  vote  of  the  house 
on  going  into  committee  of  the  whole  on  the  bill,  as 
indicative  of  its  determination  to  pass  the  bill  cr  not. 
at  the  present  session. 

The  house  then  went  into  committee  on  the  bill, -Mr. 
Tomlinson  in  the  chair. 

Mr.  Clay  now  rose,  and  observed  that  a hiil  of  such 
great  extent,  containing  more  than  forty  sections,  and 
involving  some  new  principles  of  criminal  law,  could 
not,  at  this  iate  period  of  the  session,  receive  that  ma- 
ture attention  which  it  required.  There  was  scarcely 
apossibility  that  it  would  pass  both  houses  at  the  pre- 
sent session,  and  it  would  only  consume  time  pecu- 
liarly precioh=.  He,  therefore,  moved,  that  the  com- 
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mittee  rise,  with  an  understanding  that  leave  he  re- 
fused to  sit  again. 

Mr.  F.  Johnson  opposed  this  motion,  on  account  of 
the  importance  of  the  bill,  &c. 

Mr.  Clay  replied,  in  a few  words,  and  the  question 
on  rising  was  then  decided  in  the  affirmative — ayes 
76,  noes  62. 

The  committee  rose  accordingly;  and,  on  giving 
leave  to  sit  again,  there  were  ayes  70,  noes  73. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  McLane , the  house  went  into  com- 
mittee of  the  whole,  Mr.  Lathrop  in  the  chair,  on  the 
bill  “to  authorize  the  creation  of  a stock  to  an  amount 
not  exceeding  five  millions  of  dollars,  to  provide  for  , 
the  awards  of  the  commissioners  under  the  treaty  j 
with  Spain,  of  the  22d  February,  1819.” 

Mr.  McLane  explained  the  object  and  provisions  of 
this  bill.  He  went  into  an  examination  of  the  stipu- ; 
lations  of  the  Florida  treaty,  and  contended  that  the  ! 
United  States  are  thereby  bound  to  pay  the  whole  sum  j 
of  five  millions,  whatever  might  be  the  proceeds  of  the  i 
sales  of  lands  ceded.  To  do  this,  the  treaty  suggests  : 
three  different  modes,  and  the  selection  of  one  of  : 
these  is  a question  of  expediency,  of  which  this  go-  ! 
vernment  is  to  judge — and  he  stated  the  comparative  : 
advantages  of  different  modes,  and  contended  that  j 
that  provided  in  the  bill  is  the  most  advantageous.  He 
objected  to  the  creation  of  a 6 per  cent,  stock,  payable  j 
out  of  the  public  lands,  and  maintained  that  it  would  I 
be  a saving  of  nearly  one  million  of  dollars  at  once  ' 
to  pay  the  money  at  the  treasury,  borrowing  a like 
amount,  at  a rate  not  exceeding  five,  (possibly  four,) 
per  cent,  per  annum.  He  offered  an  amendment, 
which  would  cause  the  clause  amended  to  read  as 
follows: 

“That  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  be,  and  he  is 
hereby  authorized,  with  the  approbation  of  the  presi- 
dent of  the  United  States,  to  cause  to  be  issued  and 
sold  to  the  hank  of  the  United  States,  or  to  others,  at  a 
sum  not  less  than  the  par  value  thereof,  certificates 
of  stock,  &c. 

After  other  gentlemen  had  spoken — 

Mr.  Clay  maintained  that,  by  the  treaty,  we  are  not 
bound  to  pay  interest  on  the  capital  of  five  millions, 
and  thought  it  was  premature  to  pay  it  at  this  time. 
The  mode  selected  to  discharge  the  debt  was  the 
most  onerous  of  those  pointed  out  in  the  treaty,  and 
though  something  had  been  said  of  getting  the  money 
at  four  per  cent,  he  douted  if  such  would  turn  out  to 
be  the  fact.  If  it  could  be  had  at  that  rate,  why  was 
not  such  rate  put  down  in  the  bill?  He  went  into  a 
discussion  of  the  stipulations  of  the  treaty,  and  com- 
pared the  three  optional  modes  of  paying  the  money 
agreed  on.  He  differed  from  Mr.  Barbour  in  the 
opinion  that  the  interest  must  be  paid,  whether  the 
lands  are  sold  or  not.  He  thought  both  principal 
and  interest  were  payable  out  of  the  sales  of  the  lands 
in  Florida.  He  would  prefer  issuing  a stock,  both 
the  principal  and  interest  of  w hich  should  be  payable 
out  of  the  fund  created  by  the  sales  of  the  Florida 
lands.  The  saving  proposed  by  the  bill,  between 
five  and  six  per  cent,  was  deceptive.  The  stock, 
when  thrown  into  the  market,  would  not  bring  more 
than  76  per  cent,  and  yet  must  be  paid  at  par.  He 
opposed  the  bill,  and  gave  warning  that,  if  its  passage 
were  pressed,  he  should  offer  amendments,  the  effect 
of  which  should  be  to  make  the  stock  payable  only  out 
of  the  sales  of  the  lands. 

Various  opinions  were  expressed  by  different  mem- 
bers, and  the  debate  consumed  considerable  time. 
At  length,  the  rate  of  interest  being  fixed  at  4h  per 
cent,  it  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a third  read- 
ing by  a large  majority — amotion  to  postpone  the  bill 
to  the  next  session  having  failed,  54  to  105. 

Friday,  May  7.  After  other  business— 

The  engrossed  bill  “to  authorize  the  creation  of  a 
stock  to  aw  amount  not  exceeding  five  millions  of  dol- 
lars, to  provide  for  the  awards  of  the  commissioners 


i under  the  treaty  with  Spain,  of  the  22d  February, 
1819,”  was  read  a third  time. 

It  was  moved  to  lay  the  bill  on  the  table — lost,  only 
45  in  favor  of  it;  then  to  re-commit  it — deeided  in  the 
negative,  ayes  73,  noes  93;  the  question  was  then  on 
the  passage  of  the  bill,  and  another  motion  to  re-com- 
mit it  made,  which  was  lost.  It  was  passed,  ayes  117, 
j nays  66. 

Mr.  Henry , of  Ken.  moved  to  postpone  all  previous 
j orders  of  the  day,  to  go  into  committee  of  the  whole, 

: on  the  bill  “for  improving  the  Ohio  and  # Mississippi 
: rivers;”  and  a bill  “for  deepening  the  harbor  at  Pres- 
‘ que  Isle,  and  for  repairing  Plymouth  beach,”  which 
was  carried,  ayes  69,  noes  46. 

Some  amendments  were  made  to  the  first  named 
bill,  and  the  blank  was  filled  up  with  $75,000.  And 
in  this  state  it  was  reported  to  the  house,  and  the 
committee  had  leave  to  sit  again  on  the  other  bill. 

Saturday , May  8.  Several  local  or  private  matters 
being  attended  to — 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Vance , of  Ohio,  the  house  took  up 
the  bill  “authorizing  the  president  of  the  United 
States  to  enter  into  certain  negotiations  relative  to 
lands  located  under  Virginia  military  land  warrants, 
lying  between  Ludlow’s  and  Robert’s  lines,  in  the 
state  of  Ohio.” 

[This  bill  provides,  “That  the  president  of  the  U. 
States  shall  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  authorized  to  as- 
certain the  number  of  acres,  and,  by  appraisement 
or  otherwise,  the  value  thereof,  exclusive  of  im- 
i provements,  of  all  such  lands  lying  between  Ludlow’s 
and  Robert’s  lines,  in  the  state  of  Ohio,  as  may, 
agreeable  to  the  principles  of  a decision  of  the  su- 
preme court  of  the  United  States,  in  the  case  of  Dod- 
dridge, lessee,  against  Thompson  and  Wright,  be  held 
by  persons  under  Virginia  military  warrants,  and  on 
whatterms  the  holders  will  relinquish  the  same  to  the 
United  States;  and  that  he  report  the  facts  at  the  com- 
mencement of  the  next  session  of  congress.”] 

After  debate,  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed 
for  a third  reading,  without  opposition. 

The  house  took  up  the  report  of  the  committee  of 
the  whole,  made  yesterday,  upon  the  bill  making  an 
appropriation  towards  removing  the  sand-bars  and 
obstructions  in  the  bed  of  the  Mississippi.  Ohio  and 
Missouri  rivers. 

This  caused  much  discussion,  and  sundry  amend- 
ments were  proposed.  Some  doubted  the  practica- 
bility of  the  proposition;  others  the  constitutionality  of 
the  proceeding.  Some  claimed  the  appropriation, 
($75,000,)  as  a proportion  of  right,  on  the  ground  of 
the  light-house  establishment,  &c.  At  last,  the  bill 
was  laid  on  the  table,  to  allow  time  to  prepare  it  more 
agreeably  to  the  wishes  of  the  members. 

The  house  then  resolved  itself  into  a committee  of 
the  whole,  Mr.  Ross  in  the  chair,  on  the  bill  to  autbo- 
! rize  the  state  of  Indiana  to  open  a canal  through  the 
public  lands,  to  connect  the  navigation  of  the  rivers 
Wabash  and  the  Miami  of  the  lake. 

Mr  .Call,  delegate  from  Florida,  moved  to  amend  the 
bill  by  striking  out  the  words  “ninety  feet,”  proposed 
by  the  bill  to  be  given  for  the  location  of  the  canal, 
and  insert  in  lieu  thereof  a provision  for  giving  the 
square  of  a mile  on  each  side,  for  the  whole  length  of 
the  canal. 

Mr.  Call  supported  his  motion  in  a speech  of  con- 
siderable length.  Mr.  Rankin,  chairman  of  the  com- 
mittee on  public  lands,  opposed  the  manner  of  effect- 
ing the  work — it  would  be  preferable  to  grant  money 
from  the  treasury. 

Mr.  Test,  of  Indiana,  explained  the  geographical 
character  of  the  country  through  which  the  canal  is 
to  run.  It  was  a measure  so  perfectly  practicable, 
that  he  believed  the  deepest  part  of  the  canal  from 
the  surface,  supposing  the  canal  to  be  a dead  level, 
would  not  be  more  than  twenty-five  feet.  Its  length 
would  be  only  from  15  to  20  miles.  The  country  on 
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both  sides  of  the  route  was  extremely  rich,  as  rich, 
indeed,  as  it  possibly  could  be,  and  capable  of  pro- 
ducing a vast  amount  of  agricultural  products.  On 
the  importance  of  this  work  to  that  country,  and  to 
the  United  States  generally,  he  dwelt  at  some  length, 
and  then  replied  to  the  objections  made  by  Mr.  Rankin, 
on  the  ground  of  the  obligations  of  the  compact  with 
Virginia,  and  shewed,  by  computation,  that  the  pro- 
posed appropriation  of  land  would  advance  the  value 
of  the  pub'ic  lands  to  a much  greater  amount  than 
that  of  the  proposed  appropriation. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Tracy,  the  committee  then  rose, 
reported  progress,  and  obtained  leave  to  sit  again. 

And  the  house  adjourned. 

Monday, May  10.  On  motion  of  Mr.  Buchanan,  of 
Pennsylvania,  the  house  look  up  the  bill  “for  the  im-  j 
prevement  of  the  Ohio  and  Mississippi  rivers.” 

Mr.  Buchanan  offered,  as  an  amendment  to  the  bill, j 
the  following:  j 

“That  the  president  of  the  United  States  b«,  and  he  J 
is  hereby,  authorized  to  cause  the  navigation  of  the  j 
Ohio  river  to  be  improved  over  the  following  sand- 
bars, or  either  of  them,  at  his  discretion,  to  wit:  the 
sand-bar  which  crosses  said  river  one  mile  and  a 
quarter  below  Flint  island;  the  sand-bar  two  miles 
above  French  island;  the  bar  just  below  Henderson; 
the  bar  below  Straight  island;  the  bar  below  Willow 
island,  in  the  Mississippi  bend;  and  the  bar  opposite 
to  Lower  Southerland,  below  Cumberland  island;  and, 
for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  and  directing  the  best 
method  of  carrying  the  provisions  of  this  act  into  ef- 
fect, he  may  employ  any  of  the  engineers  in  the  pub- 
lic service  which  he  may  deem  proper:  Provided,  ne- 
vertheless, That  an  experiment  shall  first  be  made 
upon  one  of  the  sand-bars,  and  if,  in  his  judgment,  it 
shall  be  successful,  then,  and  not  otherwise,  he  is 
hereby  authorized  to  cause  experiments  to  be  made 
upon  the  remaining  bars.” 

Mr.  Stewart , of  Pennsylvania,  was  opposed  to  this 
amendment  of  the  bill,  as  being  calculated  to  embar- 
rass it,  and,  in  effect,  to  defeat  it.  He  objected  espe- 
cially to  the  proviso,  which  requires  a previous  ex- 
periment before  the  appropriation  is  to  be  applied. 
The  obstacles  in  the  western  rivers  are,  he  said,  so 
various  in  their  kind,  that  no  experiment  on  one 
could  apply  the  rest  of  them — and  the  president  must 
depend  on  the  opinions  of  others  as  to  the  success  of 
the  experiment  when  made,  &c.  He  preferred  direct 
legislation  on  the  subject  to  any  contingent  provision. 
Mr.  S.  went  on  at  considerable  length  to  shew  the 
propriety  of  the  amendment  adopted  in  committee, 
making  Brownsville  the  point  of  commencement, 
where  the  proposed  improvement  met  the  national 
road,  and  rendered  complete  and  entire  the  chain  of 
communication  between  the  east  and  west,  &c.  stat- 
ing a variety  of  facts  to  show  the  great  advantages  to 
the  west  which  would  result  from  this  measure. 

Mr.  Henry,  of  Kentucky,  replied,  and  advocated  the 
amendment,  on  the  ground,  that  it  was  of  paramount 
importance  to  obtain  a recognition  of  the  principle 
embraced  in  the  bill,  and  that  the  particular  modifi- 
cation of  it  was  not  of  so  great  importance.  For  the 
sake  of  conciliating  the  opinions  of  all  who  were 
friendly  to  the  principle  of  the  bill,  he  was  willing 
to  yield  his  own  opinion  as  to  the  details  of  it;  and  With 
that  view,  he  was  in  favor  of  the  amendment. 

Messrs.  Maliary,  Trimble,  McArthur,  Kremer,  Hoge- 
boom  and  Poinsett,  respectively  delivered  their  senti- 
ments on  the  bill  , and  it  was  amended  so  that  boo  ex- 
periments should  be  made;  and  another  amendment 
being  accepted,  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed 
for  a third  reading. 

The  house  refused  to  take  up  the  report  fixing  the 
day  of  adjournment — ayes  80,  noesS5. 

Mr.  O'Brien  obtained  leave  of  absence. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Tucker,  of  Virg.  the  house  agreed 
to  take  up  the  report  of  the  committee  on  the  claim 


of  Beaumarchais.  The  motion  was  carried— ayes  81 
noes  54. 

The  house  went  into  committee  accordingly,  and 
a debate  took  place,  in  which  several  gentlemen  deli- 
vered their  opinions  at  length.  The  committee  rose, 
and  had  leave  to  sit  again.  And,  some  other  business 
being  attended  to,  the  house  adjourned. 

Tuesday , May  11.  It  was  agreed,  80  to  73,  to  con- 
sider the  joint  resolution  for  an  adjournment  of  con- 
gress; and  much  conversation  took  place  on  the  sub- 
ject. Several  of  the  members  were  not  disposed  to 
adjourn  until  the  matters  growing  out  of  Mr  Edwards’ 
address  were  settled,  and  it  was  thought  that  he  might. 

[ be  expected  in  the  city  on  the  23rd  or  24th  inst.  and 
there  were  other  subjects  that  were  supposed  to  ope- 
rate against  the  fixing  of  a day.  At  last  the  bill  was 
laid  on  the  table — ayes  99,  noes  87. 

The  engrossed  bill  making  an  appropriation  for  im- 
proving the  navigation  of  the  Ohio  and  Mississippi  ri- 
vers, was  read  a third  time. 

Mr.  Williams,  of  New  York,  demanded  the  yeas 
and  nays  on  the  question  of  its  passage:  yeas  115, 
nays  60. 

[After  the  call  was  concluded,  Mr.  Burton  and  Mr. 
Buchanan,  both  accidentally  absent  when  the  yeas  and 
nays  were  called,  wished  to  be  allowed  to  record  their 
votes — the  former  against  the  bill,  latter  in  favor  of 
it;  but  the  leave  was  not  granted,  and,  according  to 
the  rules  of  the  house,  could  not  be,  without  unani- 
mous consent.] 

So  the  bill  was  passed  and  sent  to  the  senate  for 
concurrence. 

Mr.  Livingston,  from  the  committee  of  investiga- 
tion, in  the  case  of  Ninian  Edwards,  stated  that  that 
committee  had  received  from  the  secretary  of  the  trea- 
sury a communication  in  reply  to  the  memorial  of 
Mr.  Edwards,  and  asked  that  it  might  be  printed; 
which  was  ordered  accordingly. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  M.  de  Beaumarchais  was 
then  taken  up  in  committee  of  the  whole,  and  debated 
at  considerable  length.  The  committee  rose  without 
deciding  on  any  thing — but  the  house  (91  to  60)  re- 
fused it  leave  to  sit  again,  and  the  report  was  ordered 
to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  house  then  went  into  committee  of  the  whole 
Mr.  Marvin  in  the  chair,  on  the  bill  “authorizing  the, 
construction  of  a canal  through  the  public  lands  in 
the  state  of  Indiana,  between  the  W abash  and  Miami 
of  lake  Erie.” 

After  much  debate,  Mr  Call's  motion  for  giving  a 
mile  on  each  side  of  the  canal,  was  decided  in  the 
negative. 

[It  is  estimated  that  the  proposed  canal  will  cost 
only  $300,000.] 

The  committee  then  took  up  a bill  to  authorize 
the  territory  of  Florida  to  open  a canal  through  the 
public  lands,  and,  having  gone  through  it,  reported 
the  latter  bill,  wrhich  was  ordered  to  a third  reading, 
and  asked  and  obtained  leave  to  sit  again  on  the  form- 
er. And  then  the  house  adjourned. 

Wednesday , May  12.  After  certain  resolutions,  to 
be  noticed  hereafter,  had  been  submitted,  the  bill  from 
the  senate  for  the  relief  of  Josiah  Hook,  jr.  (collector 
at  Castine,  who  was  prosecuted  for  the  amount  of  a 
seizure  during  the  war,  and  had  judgment  recovered 
against  him,)  was  taken  up  and  considered;  and,  after 
much  debate,  passed. 

An  engrossed  bill  to  authorize  the  territory  of  Flo- 
rida to  open  a canal  through  the  public  lands  to  unite 
the  river  St.  John’s  with  .the  bay  of  Augustine,  was 
; read  a third  time,  passed,  and  sent  to  the  senate  for 
concurrence. 

j The  house  then  went  into  committee  of  the  whole, 
Mr.  Campbell , of  Ohio,  in  the  chair,  on  the  bill  to  au- 
thorize the  state  of  Indiatato  open  a canal  through 
I the  public  lands. 
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And  the  question  recurring  from  yesterday  on  the 
amedment  granting  90  feet  of  land  on  each  side  of  the 
proposed  canal,  it  was  agreed  to. 

The  blank  in  the  second  section  was  so  amended  as 
to  require  the  survey  to  be  finished  within  three , and 
the  canal  to  be  finished  within  twelve  years — 

The  bill  was  reported  to  the  house  and  ordered  to 
be  engrossed  for  a third  reading.  As  were  several 
other  bills,  to  be  specified  on  their  passage. 

The  bill  “for  improving  the  harbor  of  Presque  Isle, 
and  for  repairing  Plymouth  beach,”  was  next  taken 
up;  and,  after  being  explained  by  Mr.  Newton,  the 
blank  which  relates  to  Presque  Isle  was  filled  up  with 
20,000  dollars,  and  that  which  relates  to  Plymouth 
beach  with  the  same  sum,  without  opposition.  The 
bill  wras  ordered  to  a third  reading. 

The  committee  then  took  up  the  bill  to  authorize 
the  state  of  Kentucky  to  open  a canal  round  the  falls 
of  the  river  Ohio,  at  Louisville. 

[It  was  stated  in  the  debate  that  more  than  3,000 
boats  passed  the  falls  annually,  and  that  the  damages 
sustained,  for  the  want  of  this  improvement,  amount- 
ed to  150,000  dollars  a year.]  Progress  was  reported 
on  the  bill,  but  the  committee  was  refused  leave  to  sit 
again . 

The  house  then  went  into  committee  of  the  whole, 
Mr.  Kent  in  the  chair,  on  the  bill  from  the  senate,  “to 
provide  for  the  extinguishment  of  debts  due  to  the 
United  States,  by  purchasers  of  public  lands.”  After 
debate,  this  bill  was  also  ordered  to  a third  reading; 
as  was  the  bill  to  extinguish  the  Quapaw  title  to 
lands  in  the  territory  of  Arkansas.  Adjourned. 

Thursday’s  proceedings — mat  13. 

In  the  senate.  Much  business  was  attended  to — a 
record  of  which  shall  be  made  in  our  next.  After 
which — 

The  bill  from  the  house  of  representatives,  “to 
amend  the  several  acts  for  imposing  duties  on  im- 
ports,” was  read  the  third  time,  as  amended  in  the 
senate.  The  question,  “shall  this  bill  pass?”  was 
then  put.  Mr.  Haync  opposed  the  passage  of  the  bib 
in  a speech  of  considerable  length.  Mr.  Smith  also 
spoke  in  opposition  to  it.  The  question  was  decided 
in  the  affirmative,  by  yeas  and  nays,  as  follows: 

Yeas  25,  nays  21.  [The  yeas  and  nays  were  precisely 
the  same  as  on  ordering  the  bill  to  a third  reading,  seepage 
173,  except  that  Mr.  Lloyd,  of  Md.  who  then  voted  in  the 
negative,  icas  now  absent.] 

The  house  of  representatives  was  also  busily  engaged, 
and  many  bills  were  disposed  of,  of  which  a due  no- 
tice shall  be  preserved.  Then — 

The  bill  from  this  house,  “to  amend  the  seve- 
ral acts,  laying  duties  on  imports,”  was  received 
from  the  senate,  with  the  several  amendments  of  the 
senate  thereto,  and  referred  to  the  committee  on  ma- 
nufactures; and  the  amendments  were  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

The  following  message  from  the  president  of  the 
United  States  was  read  and  laid  on  the  table: 

“To  the  house  of  representatives  of  the  United  States: 

“In  compliance  with  a resolution  of  the  house  of 
representatives  of  the  15th  April,  requesting  the 
president  to  cause  to  be  communicated  to  the  house  a 
statement  of  the  supplies  which  have  been  sent  from 
the  United  States  to  any  ports  of  South  America  for 
the  use  of  our  squadron  in  the  Pacific  ocean;  of  the 
amount  paid  for  such  supplies,  with  the  names  of  the 
owners  of  the  vessels,  and  other  details  therein  spe- 
cified, I transmit  herewith  a report  from  the  secretary 
of  the  navy,  which,  with  the  documents  accompany- 
ing it,  furnishes  the  information  desired. 

“James  Monroe. 

“May  13,  1824.” 

And  then  the  house  adjourned. 


CHRONICLE. 

The  frigate  United  States  arrived  at  Rio  Janeiro  on 
the  10th  Feb.  The  Franklin  74,  may  be  expected 
home  pretty  soon. 

Philadelphia.  Alderman  Watson  has  been  appoint- 
ed mayor  of  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  in  the  place  of 
Robert  Wharton,  esq.  resigned. 

Massachusetts.  The  return  is  not  given  complete 
— but  Mr.  Eustis  has  been  re-elected  governor  by  an 
increased  majority.  His  opponent  was  Mr.  Lathrop. 
Old  party  feelings  were  pretty  warm  on  thfs  occasion. 

Connecticut.  Mr.  Wolcott  has  been  re-elected  go- 
vernor, almost  without  opposition. 

The  U.  S.  branch  bank,  at  Middletown,  Con.  is  to 
be  removed  to  Hartford,  iif  the  same  state. 

Gold  coins.  The  bank  of  the  Uniterd  States  has 
lately  put  into  circulation  an  unusual  quantity  of 
half  and  quarter  eagles,  in  payments  to  members  of 
congress. 

North  Carolina.  At  a meeting  of  the  board  for  in- 
ternal improvement,  of  North  Carolina,  held  at  Ra- 
leigh on  the  29th  ult.  it  was  agreed  to  subscribe,  on  be- 
half of  the  state,  for  $25,000  of  additional  stock  in 
Cape  Fear  Company,  and  to  commence  improve- 
ments on  that  river,  below  Fayetteville,  as  soon  as  the 
present  high  wrater  shall  subside. 

Died— At  liis  residence,  in  Wilkes  county,  (North 
Carolina,)  on  the  15th  ult.  of  a dropsy,  Mr.  Jolm  Fos- 
ter, in  the  60th  year  of  his  age.  He  was  the  youngest 
child  of  eleven,  all  born  at  single  births;  and  his  is  the 
first  death  in  this  extraordinary  long-lived  family. 
The  remaining  ten  are  all  in  usual  good  health;  the 
eldest  now  is  in  his  84th  year.  At  an  early  age,  the 
deceased  entered  into  the  revolutionary  service,  and 
in  several  arduous  campaigns  discharged  his  duty 
faithfully,  and  was  honorably  dismissed,  shortly  after 
the  capture  of  Cornwallis,  at  Yorktown,  Virginia, 
where  he  acted  his  part. 

A new  establishment.  An  Illinois  paper  contains  an 
advertisement  of  Mr.  James  Gill,  who  says  that  he 
has  opened  a house  of  entertainment  at  the  Devil's  Bake 
Oven.”  [The  place,  if  itaecords  with  its  name,  would 
be  a good  place  to  establish  a new  bank  at!] 

Baltimore  inspections,  for  the  quarter  ending  31st 
March  1824.  108,661  bbls.  and  5,167^  bbls.  wheat 

flour;  2.2S9  do.  rye  do.;  42  hhds.  corn  meal;  1,033 
kegs  butter;  5,266  do.  lard;  227  hhds.  flaxseed;  793 
hhds.  and  15,670  bbls.  domestic  liquors;  4,506  bbls. 
and  176^  bbls.  pork;  613  bbls.  beef;  1,254  do.  her- 
rings; 1,542  do.  mackarel,  &c. 

The  Colombian  vessels  of  war,  Bolivar,  com.  Be- 
luche,  and  Bovaca,  captain  Brown,  arrived  at  Pensa- 
cola on  the  25th  ult.  with  their  prize,  the  late  Spanish 
corvette  Ceres,  and  saluted  the  fort  with  21  guns, 
which  were  returned  with  an  equal  number. 

They  have  entered  the  port  for  repair.  Much 
praise  is  given  to  the  Colombians  for  the  manner  in 
which  the  prisoners  are  treated,  who  are  about  as 
numerous  as  the  crews  of  both  the  victor  vessels. 
They  have  every  indulgence  compatible  with  the 
safety  of  the  conquerors. 

The  Ceres  mounted  26  long  Parisian  IS  pounders 
and  two  chasers,  and  had  a complement  of  326  men. 

The  Bolivar,  com.  Beluche,  carried  only  22  thirty- 
two  pound  carronades  and  one  long  twelve-pounder, 
with  156  men. 

The  Boyaca,  capt.  Brown,  has  20  thirty-two  pound 
carronades,  and  two  short  thirty-two  pound  gunnades., 
and  40  men. 

The  Ceres  had  30  men  killed  and  60  wounded,  of 
whom  thirty  have  since  died  of  their  wounds. 

The  Bolivar  had  none  killed  and  only  four  wound- 
ed. It  is  not  said  whether  the  Boyaca  had  any  share 
in  the  action. 
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Canals,  &c.  The  great  -western  canal  of  New 
York  is  now  navigable  from  Albany  to  Brockport, 
the  whole  distance  which  is  now  completed. 

The  Rochester  paper  announces  that  packet  boats 
now  daily  depart  east  and  west  on  the  canal,  and  the 
fare  is  so  good  and  cheap  that  no  one  who  consults 
economy  can  note  afford  lo  travel  on  foot. 

A freight  boat  was  lately  launched  at  Utica,  14  feet 
2 inches  wide,  and  eighty  feet  long.  She  was  to  de- 
part, on  the  5th  of  May,  for  Albany,  with  60  tons  of 
merchandise — her  draft  of  water  is  8 or  10  inches. 

During  the  week  ending  the  4th  May',  their  arrived 
at  Utica,  one  raft  and  122  boats,  exclusive  of  packets, 
with  a great  quantity  of  produce;  among  which  were 
iO, 217  66/s.  of  flour,  124  do.  salt,  480  do.  provisions, 
786  ashes,  1S7  linseed  oil,  9,897  bush,  wheat,  32,258 
gallons  whiskey,  140,931  feet  boards,  with  timber, 
shingles  and  staves;  59,320 /6s.  butter  and  lard,  97 
tons  gypsum,  22  do.  grass  seed,  4\  do.  hemp,  2J  tons 
dried  peaches,  &c.  &c.  What  will  be  the  amount  of 
business  on  this  canal,  a few  years  hence? 

The  Champlain  canal  is  now  navigable,  and  vessels 
have  arrived  at  Ne  w York  from  the  lake. 

It  is  stated  in  the  Albany  Daily  Advertiser,  that  the 
N.  Y.  canal  loan  of  $500,000,  was  taken  by  Le  Roy, 
Bayard  and  Co.  at  a premium  of  $S  01,  for  a five  per 
cent  stock. 

The  corner  stone  of  the  lock  on  the  Union  canal  of 
Pennsylvania,  at  the  east  end  of  the  summit  level,  ivas 
laid  on  the  1st  inst.  The  work  on  the  Chesapeake 
and  Delaware  canal  is  going  on  powerfully. 

Canal  stocks.  A paragraph  in  the  New  York  Ga- 
zette states  that  a late  English  paper  quotes  the  stock 
of  the  Loughborough  canal,  which  cost  L.100,  as  sel- 
ling for  L.3,500  per  share!!  The  Tench  and  Mersey 
canal,  which  also  cost  L.100  per  share,  is  quoted  as 
worth  L.  1,7 10! 

The  caucus  system.  It  is  pleasant  to  refer  to  old 
established  principles,  and  find. that  they  correspond 
with  our  present  ideas  of  right.  It  is  like  the  shadow 
of  a rock  in  a dreary  land,  under  which  the  traveller 
may  refresh  himself  and  repose. 

I intend,  after  the  rising  of  congress,  to  publish  the 
caucus  debate  in  the  senate — entire  $ and  correct 
some  errors  and  mistakes  into  which  several  gentle- 
men have  fallen:  that  the  history  of  parties,  intimate- 
ly connected  with  the  history  of  the  republic  itself, 
may  be  the  better  understood.  But  my  present  pur- 
pose is  to  give  an  extract  from  the  writings  of  “Old 
South,”  in  reply  to  a famous  essayist  who  wrote  un- 
der the  signature  of  “Decius.”  Every  body  knows 
that  the  late  Benjamin  Austin  was  the  author  of  “Old 
South,”  but  I cannot,  at  present,  call  to  mind  to  whom 
“Decius”  was  attributed.  He  was,  however,  a man 
as  much  distinguished  in  the  “federal”  ranks,  as  Mr. 
Austin  was  in  the  “democratic.” 

The  essays  of  “Old  South”  appeared  at  a time  when 
parties  were  as  ardent  as  they  ever  had  been  be- 
fore, or  have  "been  since,  and  the  doctrines  promul- 
gated in  them  were  regarded  as  landmarks  by  the  re- 
publicans ol  their  period — for  Austin  was,  indeed,  a 
father  in  democracy — a man  that  was  honest  to  his 
principles  in  the  worst  of  times. 

Every  word  of  the  article  that  follows  applies  to 
the  existing  state  of  things — except  that  real  “fede- 
ral i<i,'  were  reproved  for  doing  the  self-same  thing 

■ csing  “democrats”  arc  aiming  at,  and  that 

M the  federalists  supported  the  caucus 
■ iTted  Messrs.  Adams  and  Pinckney, 

v i 12. 


whereas  it  is  only  a small  minority  of  the  democratic 
party  who  sustain  that  meeting  and  its  proceedings,  at 
which  Messrs.  Crawford  and  Gallatin  -were  named  for 
president  and  vice  president  of  the  United  States. 

EXTRACT  FROM  “OLD  SOUTH.” 

The  numberles  absurdities  of  Decius,  in  opposition 
to  Mr.  Jefferson,  render  him  so  ridiculous,  that,  in  or-* 
der  to  answer  him,  a mafi  is  obliged  tocendescend  to 
frivolities , which  are  degrading  in  a free  country,  even 
to  treat  with  civility.  As  a specimen  of  which,  I will 
bring  before  the  public  an  argument  on  which  he  is 
foolish  enough  to  lay  the  greatest  stress  of  his  reason- 
ing. He  says  that  “previous  to  the  adjournment  of 
congress,  a caucus  was  held  on  the  business  of  de- 
ciding on  a president  and  vice  president;  and  that  Mr, 
Adams  and  Mr.  Pinckney  were  agreed  on  as  candi- 
dates;” and,  to  enforce  his  argument,  he  exclaims,  “how 
unreasonable  would  it  be  for  the  people  to  frustrate 
this  decision.” 

Merely  to  state  this  circumstance  is  sufficient  to 
frustrate  such  an  unconstitutional  and  unwarrantable 
proceeding.  It  scarcely  admits  of  a comment.  It  is 
too  degrading  to  be  seriously  noticed,  and  yet  Decius 
has  the  folly  to  offer  this  plea  as  a conclusive  argument, 
why  the  citizens  of  the  United  States  ought  to  accede 
to  this  determination. 

If  any  thing  will  rouse  the  freemen  of  America,  it 
must  be  the  arrogance  of  a number  of  members  of  con- 
gress to  assemble  as  an  electioneering  caucus,  to  con- 
trol the  citizens  in  their  constitutional  rights.  Under 
what  authority  did  these  men  pretend  to  dictate  their 
nomination?  Did  they  receive  six  dollars  a day  for 
the  double  purpose  of  caucussing  and  legislating ? Do 
we  send  members  to  congress  to  cabal,  once  in  four 
years,  for  president?  or  are  we  arrivejl  to  such  a pitch 
of  congressional  influence,  that  what  they  decide  on 
is  to  be  binding  on  the  United  States?  Is  there  any 
paragraph  in  the  constitution  which  gives  them  such 
an  authority,  or  even  countenances  such  a proceed- 
ing? After  congress  have  accomplished  their  legisla- 
tive business,  have  they  a right  to  dictate  in  the 
choice  of  an  executive?  If  so,  what  an  imposition  on 
“the  people”  to  talk  about  the  freedom  of  election; 
or  what  consequence  is  it  that  the  state  legislatures 
should  concern  themselves  in  the  mode  of  choosing 
electors?  If  a congress  caucus  is  to  decide,  ice  have  only 
to  inquire  who  the  man  is  on  whom  they  have  agreed , and 
notify  him  of  his  appointment.  Why  should  we  be  at 
the  expense  of  calling  the  legislature  together  to 
choose  electors,  for,  according  to  Decius’  reasoning, 
the  choice  of  president  and  vice-president  is  already 
made?  He  tells  us  that  they  have  agreed  to  vote  for 
Messrs.  Adams  and  Pinckney.  If  this  is  the  case,  let 
the  governor  of  each  state  only  acknowledge  these 
two  gentlemen,  and  leave  it  solely  to  congress  to  dis- 
pose of  them. 

It  is  full  time  that  “the  people”  had  fully  ascertain- 
ed their  elective  privileges;  and  if  they  mean  to  be 
led  by  congressional  or  legislative  caucusses,  it  is 
best  the  business  should  be  openly  acknowledged. 
For,  though  an  appeal  to  the  citizens  on  this  system 
might  appear  too  abrupt,  yet  the  system  lately  adopted 
comes  very  near  to  the  same  principle. 

There  appears  of  late  a deep  design  to  sap  the  elections 
of  the  people  by  various  maneuvers  of  a particular  set  of 
men.  In  the  first  place,  we  are  called  on  by  Decius 
to  vote  for  Messrs.  Adams  and  Pinckney,  because  a 
junto  in  congress  had  previously  determined  on  it;  in 
the  second  place  an  attempt  was  made  in  the  senate 
to  place  the  choice  of  a president  within  the  control 
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of  a select  committee  in  congress;  in  the  third  place j gc'p’The  use  of  cotton  seed  for  the  above  purpose 

the  people  have  been  deprived  of  their  usuai  mode  of  was  suggested  by  a gentleman  of  Baltimore,  in  a pub- 
voting for*  electors,  because  the  legislature  have  as-  iication  made  in  the  “Patriot”  on  the  14th  June,  ’823 
sumed  this  right  to  themselves.  These  combined  j — indeed,  he  had  made  experiments  with  cotton  seed, 
circumstances  are  certainly  alarming,  and  ought  to  be  | that  far  exceeded  his  expectations,  as  to  the  produc- 
cliecked  in  their  early  stages;  otherwise  it  will  be-  j tion  of  oil.  But,  if  the  honor  of  the  discovery  belongs 
come  an  acknowledged  right  in  the  legislature  to  con-!  to  a Baltimorean,  we  are  glad  to  learn  that  any  gen- 
trol  the  elections;  and  the  constitutional  liberties  of  j tleman  will  succeed  in  giving  value  to  a now  almost 
the  people,  will,  in  consequence  thereof,  fall  a sacri-  j valueless  article. 


fice  to  such  baneful  encroachments. 


The  Huntsville,  (Alabama)  Democrat,  of  the  20th 


The  argument  of  Decius,  therefore,  so  farffromope- * ult.  says — The  enterprising  part  of  the  community  of 
ting  in  his  favor,  ought  to  be  reprobated  as  a high  j this  state  are  informed  that  a patent  has  been  granted 


If  we  admit!  to  George  P.  Digges,  for  the  application  of  the  oil  of  cot 
his  reasoning  as  conclusive,  we  may  as  well  burn  the  j ton  seed  for  all  the  purposes  to  which  linseed  oil  has  beer 


violation  of  the  rights  of  “the  people.” 


purposes  to  wlncli  linseed  oil  lias  been 
used , giving  to  him  the  1 Exclusive  right  and  liberty  of 
dividuals  in  congress.  The  people  have  only  to  fold  up  j making , constructing,  using  and  rending  to  ethers,  to  be 
their  arms  and  sit  down  quietly  as  the  contemptible  vassals  j used,  the  said  improvement .” 


constitution  and  submit  all  our  privileges  to  the  in- 


of  a domineering  aristocracy. 

But,  thank  God!  there  still  remains  a spirit  which 
ought  ever  to  actuate  Americans.  The  constitution 
vef  stands  a sacred  pledge  of  the  liberties  of  America. 

We  feel  too  strong  an  attachment  to  its  preservation 
to  suffer  any  body  of  men  to  destroy  its  vital  energies. 

It  is  the  ark  of  political  safety,  and  may  the  vengeance 
of  heaven  pursue  the  man  who  dares  touch  it  with 

unhallowed  hands.  The  freedom  of  election  is  thepalla-  j put  on  her  bottom,  and  on  her  return  it  was  found  to 
zrty,  and,  while  we  exei'cise  this  right,  ice  may  '•  be  uninjured.  Leather,  it  appears,  is  not  si 


Leather.  “There's  nothing  like  leather.”  The 
schooner  Eliza,  has  been  sheathed,  in  New  York,  with 
leather,  contributed  by  various  dealers  in  that  article, 
by  the  way  of  proving,  satisfactorily,  the  use  of  leather 
for  the  above  purpose,  as  a substitute  for  copper,  zinc, 
&c.  A vessel  lately  made  a voyage  of  37  months, 
which,  on  her  departure,  had  a side  of  sole  leather 


dium  of  liberty , and,  while  we  exercise  this  right,  ice  may  ; be  uninjured.  Leather,  it  appears,  is  not  subject  to 
defy  the  power  of  tyrants  and  the  intrigues  of  faction. — , decay  in  water,  or  to  be  eaten  by  worms. 

The  people  of  the  United  States  place  themselves  on  [ Jc'p’If  this  experiment  shall  succeed,  aud  leather 
this  mount,  and  on  its  permanent  basis  they  rest  the ! come  into  common  use  for  the  sheathing  of  vesselsr 
happiness  of  society.  It  is  of  no  avail  to  them  to  hear  | we  shall  find  pleasure  in  the  fact,  that  a domestic  ma- 
that  a majority  of  congress  have  determined  on  amufacture,  productive  of  a much  greater  annual 
president  and  vice-president;  they  turn  over  the  leaves  | amount  of  value  than  ever  was  derived  from  foreign 
of  the  constitution  and  find  it  therein  written,  thatj  commerce,  will  be  encouraged — without  the  inter- 
they  have  aright  to  choose  their  electors,  unbiassed  by  j ference  of  congress! 
the  decisions  of  any  assumed  power  whatever.*  This  ‘ 

is  an  interference  with  the  constituted  authorities,!  Three  sisters,  natives  of  Falmouth,  Massachusetts, 
(t  he  people),  which  demand  the  most  pointed  reprehen- ! are  now  exhibiting  themselves  at  Philadelphia — ad- 
sion,  and  men  w'ho  have  been  guilty  of  such  a profane  j mittance  25  cents.  The  oldest  is  40,  the  youngest  25 ; 
breach  of  trust  deserve  the  execration  of  the  public. ! they  are  without  disease  or  deformity,  well  figured 
The  bmlcnc;  of  Decius  in  presumin'*;  to  mention  the  de-  \ and  proportioned,  agreeable  and  sensible,  and  possess 
termination  of  the  members  of  congress , must  be  placed  to  j ^ manners  of  adult  and  educated  women  but  the 

his  ignorance;  he  forgot  he  was  writing. to  freemen ; he  | 1S  but  42  inches  high,  the  smallest  only  36. 

forgot  that  he  was  addressing  men  who  were  acting 

under  a constitution  in  the  capacity  of  ind^endent  citi-\^J\p^^-  a T^ere  are  sent,  by  mail,  from  the 
gens;  he  forgot  that  his  appeal  was  to  those  enlightened  Philadelphia  post  office,  (says  the  Franklin  Gazette), 


electors  who  felt  their  own  dignity  and  importance  on 
this  interesting  question.  What!  Decius!  ! are  you 


every  quarter,  162,040  newspapers,  published  in  the 
city,  and,  annually,  643,160.  The  quarterly  postage 
on  these,  amounts  to  1864  dollars  87  cents,  and  the  an- 


daring  enough  to  arrest  the  rotes  of  Americans,  by  telling  n 

them  that  their  sei-vants  in  congress  have  already  decided  mtal  amounts  to74o9  dohars  4S  cents,  l liere  are  IS 
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the  choice!  / Are  you  so  abandoned  as  to  stab  the 
constitution  to  its  vitals,  by  checking  the  free  exercise 
of  the  people  in  their  suffrages?  If  you  are  thus  des- 
perate, may  their  decisions  give  a lesson  to  deter  in 
future  such  imperious  conduct. 


Interesting  discovert.  Professor  Olmsted,  of 
the  university  of  North  Carolina,  has  ascertained 
that  a fine  illuminating  gas  may  be  obtained  from 
cotton  seed.  The  product  of  gas  from  a bushel  of 
seed,  is  more  than  double  the  average  product  of  the 
same  quantity  of  New  Castle  coal,  and  greatly  exceeds 
that  in  illuminating  power.  It  partakes  of  the  purity 


newspapers  in  Philadelphia,  eleven  of  which  are  daily 
the  remainder  weekly:  averaging,  on  the  whole,  as 
sent  by  mail,  about  2109  a day,  4200  every  other  day. 
or  8600  weekly. 

Secrets.  It  is  well  known  that  the  proceedings  of 
the  senate,  on  the  appointment  cf  officers,  are  intend- 
ed to  be  secret — yet  it  is  mentioned  in  the  Richmond 
Enquirer,  that  there  were  at  least  fifteen  votes  against 
the  appointment  of  Mr.  Edwards. 

Egyptian  cotton.  A meeting  was  held  at  Liver- 
poo]  of  the  medical  gentlemen  of  that  place  to  receive 
and  consider  a representation  which  had  been  made, 


and  splendor  of  gas  from  oil,  with  which  substance ! on  the  clanger  to  be  apprehended  of  introducing  the 
indeed,  this  seed  is  known  to  abound.  Many  millions , plague  into  England,  by  means  of  the  cotton  now  ar- 
of  pounds  of  cotton  seed  are  annually  raised  in  the  j riving  from  Alexandria. 

southern  states,  which,  it  is  believed,  would  afford  ma-'  If  the  apprehension  of  this  terrible  disease  shall 


teriais  for  illuminating  almost  every  city  in  the  United 
States. 

The  Raleigh  Register  says  it  is  expected  that  Mr. 
Olmsted  .sill  shortly  make  public  his  experiments 
and  scientific  results  on  this  subject. 

*1  would  recommed  this  to  the  special  considera- 
tion of  my  friend  of  the  “Richmond  Enquirer.”  “Ob- 
sta  principiig.”  Ed.  Reg. 


prevent  the  introduction  of  Egyptian  cotton  into  Eng- 
land, it  will  do  more  to  sustain  the  cultivation  of  the 
article  in  the  United  States  than  any  thing  that  ha» 
happened  for  years. 

Maria  Louisa,  the  widow  of  the  murdered  Napo- 
leon, has  married  her  chamberlain,  count  Nyperg — a 
very  homely  man,  but  an  excellent  officer,  who  lost 
one  of  his  eyes  in  battle. 
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The  navy.  From  the  Richmond  Enquirer.  “Wat- 
son, who  encloses  us  a copy  of  com.  Porter’s  charges 
against  lieut.  Kennon,  and  comments  upon  the  conduct 
of  the  secretary  of  the  navy,  will  now  see  how  unne- 
cessary it  is  to  publish  them — as  ?.Ir.  Alexander’s  re- 
solution, calling  for  a copy  of  the  proceedings,  &c. 
has  been  adopted  bv  the  house'  of  representatives. 
The  secretary  is  about  to  lay  them  before  congress, 
with  a long  expose  of  the  circumstances  of  the  case 
and  the  reasons  of  his  conduct.  We  would  consult 
the  feelings  of  Mr.  Southard  as  much  as  possible: 
Vet  he  has  an  arduous  office  to  fulfil.  lie  has  to 
cleanse  the  Augean  stable,  whose  filth  has  been  ga- 
thering for  some  years. under  the  administration  of 
incompetent  predecessors.  Young  as  he  is,  he  has  to 
put  his  shoulders  to  the  wheel — to  correct  abuses 
which  have  been  committed  or  overlooked  by  officers 
whose  age  and  reputation  are  greater  than  his  own. 
Is  he  aware,  that  a young  officer,  from  the  Pacific, 
avers  that  merchandise  b*s  been  exposed  to  sale  on 
the  deck  of  our  public  ships,  which  was  prohibited  in 
the  port  where  it  was  sold,  and  in  defiance  of  the  re- 
gulations of  the  country?  Is  he  aware  that  a late  ex- 
pedition to  those  seas  has  been  made  a complete  mer- 
cantile adventure,  instead  of  a cruise  for  public  ob- 
jects? that  ships  have  been  sent  there,  and  taken  un- 
der the  protection  of  an  officer,  and  enabled  to  sell 
out,  (at  immense  profit),  prohibited  articles  under  his 
very  guns?  It  is  believed,  that  all  these  things  are 
known  to  the  department,  and,  unless  smothered  up, 
will  he  made  known  in  all  their  details  to  the  public. 
Mr.  Southard  will  sleep  upon  a bed  of  thorns,  unless 
his  “mind  rises  to  the  level  of  the  occasion.”  If  he 
succeeds  in  reforming  the  abuses  of  this  great  arm  of 
our  defence,  the  plaudits  of  a grateful  country  will  at- 
tend him — and  her  shield  will  guard  him  from  the 
vengeance  of  his  enemies — if  he  shrinks , not  even  the 
favor  of  the  president  can  save  him — but  an  indignant 
nation  will  hurl  him  from  his  station.” 

^Cj^Old  abuses,  if  they  exist,  and  we  must  be- 
lieve that  they  do,  are  not  to  be  done  away  in  a mo- 
ment. Yv'e  have  little  doubt  that  a much  more  strict 
account,  as  to  men  and  things,  will  be  kept  at  the  na- 
vy department  than  ever  was  kept  before,  so  soon  as 
the  present  secretary  shall  have  had  time  sufficient  to 
bring  it  about.  Hercules  cleansed  the  “Augean  sta- 
ble” only  by  turning  the  course  of  a river. 


Virginia  Convention. 

FROM  THE  RICHMOND  ENQUIRER. 

We  are  favored  with  the  following  letter  addressed 
to  a gentleman  of  this  city.  The  importance  of  its 
subject,  and  the  character  of  its  author,  will  entitle 
it  to  the  most  profound  attention: 

JWonticello,  Jlpril  19,  1824. 

Dear  sir : I received  in  due  time,  your  favor  of  the 
12th,  requesting  my  opinion  on  the  proposition  to  call 
a convention  for  amending  the  constitution  of  the 
state.  That  this  should  not  be  perfect  cannot  be  a 
subject  of  wonder,  when  it  is  considered  that  our  was 
not  only  the  first  of  the  American  states,  but  the  first 
nation  in  the  world,  at  least  within  the  records  of 
history,  which  peaceably,  by  its  wise  men,  formed, 
on  free  deliberation,  a constitution  of  government  for 
itself,  and  deposited  it  in  writing  among  their  archives, 
ready  and  open  to  the  appeal  of  every  citizen.  The 
other  states,  who  successively  formed  constitutions 
for  themselves  also,  had  the  benefit  of  our  outline, 
and  have  made  on  it  doubtless,  successive  improve- 
ments One,  in  the  very  outset,  and  which  has  been 
adopted  in  every  subsequent  constitution,  was  to  lay 
its  foundation  in  the  authority  of  the  nation.  To  our 
convention  no  special  authority  had  been  delegated  by 
the  people  to  form  a permanent  constitution,  over 
which  their  successors  in  legislation  should  have  no 


power  of  alteration.  They  had  been  elected  for  the 
ordinary  purposes  of  legislation  only,  ami  at  a time 
when  the  establishment  of  a new  governnu  a : had  not 
been  proposed  or  contemplated.  Althoiu,.\  there- 
fore, they  gave  to  this  act  the  title  of  a cc v.otitution, 
yet  it  could  be  no  more  than  an  act  of  legislation, 
subject,  as  their  other  acts  were,  to  alteration  by  ihcir 
successors.  It  has  been  said  indeed  that  die  acquies- 
cence of  the  people  has  supplied  the  want  of  pi  iginal 
power.  But  it  is  a dangerous  lesson  to  say  to  them 
“whenever  your  functionaries  exercise  qnl  awful  au- 
thority over  you,  if  you  do  not  go  into  actual  resis- 
tance, it  will  be  deemed  acquiescence,  and  confirma- 
tion?” Besides,  no  authority  has  yet  decided  whether 
the  resistance  must  be  instantaneous?  When  the 
right  to  resist  ceases?  or  whether  it  has  yet  ceased? 
Of  the  twenty-four  states  now  organized,  twenty- 
three  have  disapproved  our  doctrine  and  example, 
and  have  deemed  the  formal  authority  of  their  people 
a necessary  foundation  for  a constitution. 

Another  defect  which  has  been  corrected  by  most 
of  the  other  states  is,  that  the  basis  of  our  constitution 
is  in  opposition  to  the  principle  of  equal  political 
rights,  refusing  to  all  but  freeholders  any  participation 
in  the  natural  right  of  self  government.  It  is  believ- 
ed, for  example,  that  a very  great  majority  of  the 
militia,  on  whom  the  burthen  of  military  duty  was 
imposed  in  the  late  war,  were  men  unrepresented  in 
the  legislation  which  imposed  this  burthen  on  them. 
However  nature  may,  by  mental  or  physical  disquali- 
fications, have  marked  infants  and  the  weaker  sex 
for  the  protection,  rather  than  the  direction  of  govern- 
ment, yet  among  the  men  who  either  pay,  or  right  for 
their  country,  no  line  of  right  car.  be  "drawn.  The 
exclusion  of  a majority  of  our  freemen  from  the  right 
of  representation  is  merely  arbitary,  and  an  usurpa- 
tion of  the  minority  over  the  majority.  For  it  is  be- 
lieved that  the  non-freeholders  compose  the  majority 
of  our  free,  adult  male  citizens. 

And  even  among  our  citizens  who  participate  in  the 
representative  privilege,  the  equality  of  political 
rights  is  entirely  prostrated  by  our  constitution. 
Upon  what  prieiple  of  right  or  reason  can  any  one 
justify  the  giving  to  every  citizen  of  Warwick  as  much 
weight  in  the  government,  as  to  twenty-two  equal 
citizens  in  Loudoun?  And  similar  inequalities  among 
the  other  counties?  If  these  fundamental  principles 
are  of  nG  importance  in  actual  government,  then  no 
principles  are  important,  and  it  is  as  well  to  rely  on 
the  dispositions,  good  or  ill,  of  an  administration,  as 
on  the  provisions  of  a constitution. 

I shall  not  enter  into  details  of  smaller  defects; 
although,  others  there  doubtless  are,  the  reformation 
of  some  of  which  might  greatly  lessen  the  expenses 
of  government,  improve  its  organization,  and  add  to 
the  wisdom  of  its  administration  in  all  its  parts.  But 
these  things  I leave  to  others,  not  permitting  myself 
to  take  sides  in  the  political  questions  of  the  day.  i 
willingly  acquiesce  in  the  institutions  of  my  country, 
perfect  or  imperfect,  and  think  it  a duty  to  leave  their 
modifications  to  those  who  are  to  live  under  them,  and 
are  to  participate  of  the  good  or  evil  they  may  pro- 
duce. The  present  generation  have  the  same  right 
of  self-government  which  the  past  one  has  exercised 
for  itself;  and,  in  the  full  vigor  of  body  and  mind,  are 
more  able  to  judge  for  themselves  than  these  who  are 
sinking  under  the  wane  of  both.  If  the  sense  of  our 
citizens  on  a question  of  a convention,  can  be  fairly 
and  fully  taken,  its  result  will,  I am  sure,  be  Wise  and 
salutary;  and  far  from  arrogating  the  office  of  ad«- 
vice,  no  one  will  more  passively  acquiesce  in  it  than 
myself.  Retiring,  therefore,  to  the  tranquility  called 
for  by  increasing  years  and  debility,  I wish  not  to 
intermeddle  in  this  question:  and  to  my  prayers  for 
the  general  good,  I have  only  to  acid  assurances  to 
yourself  of  nv  great  esteem  and  respect. 

* ' THOMAS  JEFFERSON 
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Chesapeake  and  Delaware  Canal. 

On  Thurday  the  15th  instant,  the  president  and  di- 
rectors of  the  Chesapeake  and  Delaware  canal  com- 
pany proceeded  to  Newbold’s  landing,  (on  the  Dela- 
ware,) opposite  the  Pea-Patch  fort,  and,  in  the  pre- 
sence of  the  chief  justice  of  the  state  of  Delaware, 
the  mayor  of  Philadelphia,  and  a highly  respectable 
assemblage  of  citizens,  commenced  the  excavation  of 
the  canal.  After  the  ceremony  of  removing  the  first 
sod  had  been  performed  by  the  chairman  of  the  com- 
mittee of  works,  under  the  direction  of  the  president, 
the  following  appropriate  address  was  made  by  Trios. 
P.  Cope,  esq.  of  Philadelphia,  one  of  the  directors. 

Fellow-citizens — We  are  this  day  assembled  on  a 
deeply  interesting  occasion. 

More  than  half  a century  has  elapsed  since  the  idea 
of  connecting  the  waters  of  the  Chesapeake  and  De- 
laware bays,  by  means  of  a canal,  was  cherished  by 
some  of  our  calculating  and  enlightened  forefathers. 

About  20  years  ago,  the  work  was  actually  com- 
menced. It  proved  abortive,  from  causes  on  which  it 
is  not  necessary,  at  this  time,  to  dilate.  But,  to  what- 
ever circumstances  the  failure  may  be  ascribed,  it 
could  not  be  expected  that  a subject  of  such  vast  imr 
port  to  the  states  of  Pennsylvania,  Maryland  and  De- 
laware, a subject,  indeed,  of  so  much  interest  to  the 
nation  at  large,  would  ever  he  abandoned.  Accord- 
ingly, in  the  year  1822,  a new  spirit  was  infused  into 
the  undertaking — the  company  was  resuscitated — a 
new  board  of  directors  was  chosen — new  private  sub- 
scriptions were  obtained,  and  the  legislatures  of  De- 
laware, Maryland  and  Pennsylvania,  severally  ap- 
propriated sums  in  aid  of  the  canal.  Applications 
were  also  made  to  congress  for  assistance,  and  well 
founded  expectations  are  now  entertained,  that  the 
natioq  will  soon  follow  the  patriotic  examples  of  the 
states  more  directly  interested,  and  make  liberal 
provisions  for  the  completion  of  the  work. 

The  new  board  were  bound  by  the  most  solemn  ties 
of  prudence,  and  of  duty,  to  the  public,  to  the  stock- 
holders, and  to  themselves,  to  use  every  means  in 
their  power  to  avoid  the  rocks  on  which  their  prede- 
cessors had  beep  wrecked;  to  prevent,  if  possible, 
another  failure.  They  very  early  availed  themselves 
of  the  best  scientific  talents  within  their  immediate 
reach,  all  the  routes,  deemed  eligible  or  practicable, 
were  subjected  to  inspection,  exploration  and  survey ; 
and  the  several  streams  which  were  to  be  relied  on 
as  feeders,  especially  on  the  upper  line,  were  care- 
fully examined  and  levelled,  by  competent  persons, 
who  were  in  the  service  of  the  board,  and  who,  under 
the  advice  and  guidance  of  scientific  men,  passed 
many  weeks  in  measuring  and  calculating  their  con- 
tents. Upwards  of  eighteen  months  were  spent  in 
these  various  preliminary  proceedings:  and  upwards 
of  ten  thousand  dollars  expended,  in  collecting  and 
collating  facts,  in  forming  calculations,  and  in  per- 
sonal inspections  of  this  peninsula.  All  the  mass  of 
information,  thus  obtained — all  the  projects,  plans, 
estimates  and  surveys,  were  then  submitted  to  a board 
of  examining  engineers,  composed  of  four  gentlemen 
of  distinguished  celebrity, — all  called  from  a distance, 
possessing  no  personal  interest  in  the  district,  and 
known  to  be  superior  to  local  prejudice  or  bias.  This 
highly  respectable  and  impartial  board,  after  having 
twice  visited  the  ground,  and  after  two  separate  and 
distinct  sessions,  unanimously  recommended  the 
route  on  which  we  are  this  day  so  happiiy  assembled, 
and  on  which  we  have  now,  under  such  propitious 
circumstances,  harmoniously  began  our  interesting 
labors  and  active  operations. 

Could' the  board  have  done  more?  Will  not  all  im- 
partial men  approve  their  abundant  caution — their 
i,ong deliberations — their  final  decision? 

If  any  candid  man  yet  scruples  the  propriety  of  this 
location,  or  the  practicability  of  this  great  work,  his 


honest  doubts  must,  I think,  yield  to  the  simple  con- 
sideration that  the  whole  line  of  the  canal  is  under 
contract  to  able  and  experienced  men,  accustomed  to 
works  of  this  nature,  who  have  assumed  the  contracts 
on  terms  with  which  they  are  perfectly  content — 
terms  which  will  make  a saving  to  the  company,  of 
more  than  one  hundred  and  forty  thousand  dollars, 
from  the  estimates  of  the  examining  engineers. 

I trust  that  the  question  of  a route  is  tnus  fairly  and 
forever  at  rest.  To  ensure  success  to  this  noble  un- 
dertaking, it  is  only  necessary  that  we  combine  our 
efforts,  and,  in  the  significant  language  Used  by*  sea- 
men, make  the  long  pull — the  strong  pull — and  the 
pull  altogether. 

Do  any  yet  talk  of  the  difficulty  of  cutting  through 
yonder  hill  of  two  or  three  miles  of  mere  earth?  Let 
them  cast  their  eyes  on  the  labors  of  our  enterprising 
fellow  citizens  of  New  York,  who,  in  excavating  their 
grand  canal,  have  passed  through  several  mountains 
of  granite,  for  scores  of  miles.  Are  they  alarmed  at 
the  thoughts  of  digging  through  these  few  meadows  of 
loam  and  clay?  Let  them  remember  that  the  delibe- 
rative, persevering  Hollanders,  are,  at  this  moment, 
employed  in  forming  a canal,  ’fifty  miles  in  extent, 
and  of  sufficient  depth  to  float  an  eighty  gun  ship, 
through  spongy  morass,  where  they  have  found  it  ne- 
cessary to  excavate  the  fluid  earth  by  scoop  nets  in- 
stead of  the  spade. 

You  would  scarcely  excuse  me  were  I to  detain 
you  for  the  purpose,  and  indeed  it  would  be  time 
thrown  away,  at  this  period  of  our  history  and  ex- 
perience, to  prove  the  utility  of  canals — as  well  might 
we  essay  to  demonstrate  the  beneficial  influences  of 
the  sun. 

This  day  gives  birth  to  a new  era  in  the  history  of  our 
country.  This  day  commences  a link  in  the  chain  of 
that  great  system  of  inland  navigation,  which  is  even- 
tually to  unite  Georgia  with  Maine,  and  to  bind  more 
firmly  together  the  extremes  of  this  mighty  republic. 

When  we  contemplate  the  fruitful  districts  which 
are  laved  by  the  waters  of  the  great  Chesapeake  bay 
and  its  numerous  tributary  rivers  to  the  south — the. 
majestic  Delaware,  on  whose  green  bank  so  much 
of  human  happiness  is  to  be  found — together  with  the 
countless  fertile  vallies  which  are  embraced  on  the 
north  and  the  west  by  the  varied  ramifications  of  our 
own  Susquebannah;  in  no  country,  perhaps  of  the 
world,  certainly  in  no  part  of  these  United  States,  can 
a canal  be  found,  which,  by  so  short  a line,  unites 
greater  advantages,  or  connects  more  exuberant, 
widely  expanded  and  flourishing  regions. 

Are  our  near  neighbors,  the  respectable  inhabitants 
of  Baltimore,'  using  means  to  participate  with  us  the 
rich  harvest  of  our  own  fields?  So  much  the  better: 
I sincerely  wish  them  success,  in  all  their  laudable 
undertakings.  Rivalry  of  this  character,  conducted 
on  liberal  and  honorable  principles,  is  creditable  to 
both  parties,  will  be  serviceable,  in  various  respects, 
to  each,  and  prove  highly  beneficial  to  the  country. 
There  is  room  enough,  and  will  be  -produce  enough 
for  us  all — The  farmer  will  be  profited  by  the  enhanc- 
ed value  of  his  lands,  and  the  new  market  opened  for 
whatever  he  may  have  to  sell,  and  the  citizen,  by  the 
additional  quantity  and  variety  which  will  be  convey- 
ed to  his  doors.  Some  of  us  may  yet  live  to  witness 
the  fountains  of  Lake  Erie  and  the  Allegheny  river, 
intermingling  with  the  tide  of  the  Delaware;  and  to 
see  the  treasures  of  the  earth,  and  the  rich  fruits  of 
human  industry,  flow,  by  means  of  canals,  from  the 
Ohio,  the  Mississippi  and  the  Missouri,  to  our  wharves 
in  Philadelphia. 

But,  in  all  our  undertakings,  let  us  not  forget  to  im- 
plore the  favor  and  protection  of  that  supreme,  allwise, 
irresistible  power,  which  can  in  a breath  lay  waste  the 
proudest  labors  and  monuments  of  man,  and  without 
whose  blessing,  our  best  formed  schemes  and  efforts 
will  be  vain  and  inglorious. 


181 


NILES’  REGISTER — MAY  15,  1824 — MR.  CRAWFORD’S  REPLY. 


Mr.  Crawford’s  Communication. 

Communication  from  the  secretary  of  the  treasury , to  the  ] 

chairman  of  the  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  i 

address  of  Ninian  Edwards.  : 

Treasury  department,  May  Stli,  1824. 

The  secretary  of  the  treasury  has  had  the  hbnor  to  ; 
receive  the  letter  of  the  honorable  Mr.  Floyd,  chair- 
man of  a select  committee  of  the  house  of  represen- 
tatives, dated  on  the  28th  ult.  transmitting  the  “ad- 
dress of  Ninian  Edwards,”  and  expressing  the  readi- 
ness of  the  Committee  to  receive  any  communication 
which  the  secretary  may  think  proper  to  make,  in 
reference  to  the  same,  and  he  now  submits  the  fol- 
lowing remarks  in  answer  to  the;  accusations  contain- 
ed in  that  address: 

But,  before  he  enters  upon  an  examination  of  the 
subject  of  the  “address,”  he  thinks  it  due  to  himself 
to  disclaim  the  imputation  of  having  taken  advantage 
of  the  moment  of  Mr.  Edwards’s  departure  to  arraign 
the  testimony  which  had  been  given  by  him  before  a 
former  select  committee  of  the  house.  As  the  secre- 
tary had  no  recollection  of  the  communications  to 
which  that  testimony  referred,  and  as  they  were  not 
on  record  in  the  treasury  department,  he  considered 
himself  bound  to  state  the  fact:  and  the  occasion 
which  was  presented,  by  the  transmission  to  the  house 
of  other  papers  relating  to  the  same  subject,  appear- 
ed a suitable  one  for  making  the  statement.  The 
terms  in  which  it  was  made  will  shew  that  no  disre- 
spect towards  Mr.  Edwards  was  intended.  And,  if 
the  occasion  was  not  earlier  presented,  the  delay,  so 
far  from  being  caused  or  sought  by  the  secretary,  was 
produced  by  circumstances  beyond  his  control.  For 
reasons  stated  to  the  house  at  the  last  session,  the  pa- 
pers could  not  then  be  transmitted;  and,  although  con- 
siderable exertion  was  used,  it  was  not  until  the  day 
on  which  they  were  sent  to  the  house,  that  the  prepa- 
ration of  them  was  completed. 

It  is  not  deemed  necessary,  in  this  communication, 
to  recapitulate  the  injurious  allegations  contained  in 
the  “address.”  The  lateness  of  the  session  requires 
despatch;  and  this  answer  shall  be  brief  and  explicit. 

The  first  charge  to  be  noticed  relates  to  two  letters 
which  Mr.  Edwards,  in  hi's  testimony  before  the  com- 
mittee, on  tije  13th  February,  1823,  had  stated  to  have 
passed  between  the  receiver  of  public  moneys  at  Ed- 
wardsville, and  the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  andj 
which,  not  having  been  communicated  to  the  house 
under  the  resolutions  of  the  8th  January,  1822,  and 
12th  March,  1822,  agreeably  to  Mr.  Edwards’s  alleg- 
ed expectation,  and  which  the  secretary  having  stated 
to  be  neither  on  file  nor  on  record  in  the  department, 
nor  to  be  recollected  by  himself  or  his  officers,  he  is 
accused  of  having  suppressed  or  denied. 

As  the  resolutions,  under  which  it  is  alleged  that 
these  leters  should  have  been  communicated,  call 
only  for  the  correspondence  between  certain  “banks” 
and  the  secretary,  it  is  unnecessary  to  explain  why, 
among  the  letters  which  were  communicated,  any 
correspondence  between  a “receiver”  and  the  secre- 
tary was  not  to  be  found.  Nor  is  it  easy  to  imagine 
how  any  one,  informed  of  the  tenor  of  those  resolu- 
tions, should  have  entertained  the  expectation  of  see- 
ing the  letters  in  question,  among  the  papers  which 
were  transmitted. 

The  blame  of  not  having  communicated  these  sup- 
posed letters  having  been  thus  easily  removed,  by  re- 
ferring to  the  terms  of  the  resolutions  themselves, 
which  show  that  no  such  letters  were  called  for,  the 
next  question  is,  whether  such  letters  ever  passed  be- 
tween the  parties.* 

*Two  facts  must  have  occurred,  if  these  communi- 
cations were  made,  to  account  for  the  letter  of  the 
receiver  not  being  on  file,  and  for  the  secretary’s  an- 
swer not  being  on  record,  or  among  the  rough 


In  the  absence  of  all  direct  testimony,  in  support 
of  his  assertion,  Mr.  Edwards  has  resorted  to  proba- 
bilities; and  has  endeavored  to  infer  a confirmation 
or.  corroboration  in  its  favor  from  circumstances  that 
are  susceptible  of  no  such  interpretation.  That  which 
he  chiefly  relies  upon  is  the  omission  of  the  receiver 
at  Edwardsville  to'  make  his  deposites  in  the  Edwards- 
vi lie  bank,  in  the  4th  quarter  of  1819;  which  he  states 
was  in  consequence  of  his  publication  and  advice;  and 
he  asks  whether  it  is  to  be  believed  that  the  receiver 
would  have  withheld  the  deposites  contrary  to  the  se- 
cretary’s orders,  without  giving  him  a reason,  and 
whether,  if  he  had  done  so,  the  secretary  would  not 
have  called  him  to  account. 

The  means  exist,  in  the  monthly  returns  of  the  re- 
ceiver, and  the  correspondence  between  him  and  the 
secretary,  on  record  in  the  department,  by  the  aid  of 
which  this  may  be  investigated.  Copies  of  these  pa- 
pers are  herewith  transmitted.! 

By  these  it  will  be  seen,  that  the  first  instructions 
given  to  the  receiver,  to  make  his  deposites  in  the  bank 
of  Edwardsville,  were  of  the  21st  December,  1818; 
that,  in  pursuance  of  these  instructions,  he  made  his 
first  deposite  in  that  bank  on  the  28th  of  February, 
1819,  of  $12,000,  at  which  time  he  retained  in  his  pos- 
session a balance  of  $20,092.  On  the  31st  March,  he 
deposited  $4,500,  and  retained  a balance  of  $18,600. 
On  the  30th  April,  he  deposited  $5,861,  and  retained 
$19,158.  In  May,  he  made  no  deposite;  and  in  June, 
only  $8,179,  retaining  $19,143:  and  from  that  time  to 
the  30th  December,  he  made  no  deposite.  Whence 
it  appears  that,  with  the  exception  of  a small  sum,  in 
June,  amounting  to  less  than  one  third  of  the  money 
then  on  hand,  he  made  no  deposite  between  the  last 
of  April  and  the  last  of  December,  a period  of  eight 
months;  during  which  he  retained  an  increasing  ba- 
lance of  from  $2*0,000  to  $56,000!  and  that,  even  on 
the  last  of  December,  he  did  not  pay  over,  by  about 
$10,000,  all  the  money  then  in  his  possession. 

Instead  of  a withholding  of  the  deposites,  in  the  4th 
quarter  of  the  year,  here  is  a retention  of  them,  with 
the  exception  before  noticed,  for  eight  months.  It 
was  scarcely  contended  that  all  these  omissions  of 
duty  were  the  result  of  the  advice  given  by  Mr.  Ed- 
wards to  the  receiver,  to  withhold  the  deposites,  un- 
til he  could  receive  the  secretary’s  instructions.  On 
the  contrary,  it  will  be  shewn,  by  the  correspondence, 
las  far  as.it is  susceptible  of  being  shewn,  negatively, 
that  no  part  of  these  moneys  was  withheld  from  depo- 
site upon  that  pretext. 

On  the  6th  of  August,  at  about  which  time  the  re- 
ceiver’s monthly  return,  for  June,  was  received,  the 
secretary  wrote  to  the  receiver  to  know  w'hy  he  re- 
tained thepublic  moneys  in  his  hands,  contrary  to  his 
instructions,  and  informing  him,  that,  as  there  was  a 
bank  at  his  place  of  residence,  there  could  be  no  ex- 
cuse for  his  doing  so. 

On  the  1 8th  of  September,  (see  No.  20),  Mrs.  Ste- 
phenson, the  wife  of  the  receiver,  answered  this  let- 
ter, in  consequence  of  the  absence  of  her  husband, 
and  informed  the  secretary,  that,  from  what  she  had 
heard  in  conversation,  between  the  receiver  and 
others,  she  believed  he  had  retained  the  money  to 
meet  the  drafts  of  certain  public  agents  in  that  coun- 
try, which  the  secretary  had  authorized  him  to  pur- 
chase. And  it  is  to  be  observed,  that  though  this  was 
“the  fall  of  1819,”  Mrs.  Stephenson  said  nothing  of 
Mr.  Edwards’s  publication  or  advice. 

On  the  first  of  November,  (see  No.  23),  the  secre- 
tary wrote  again  to  the  receiver,  complaining  of  the 

draughts;  1st.  That  the  letter  itself  has  been  lost;  2d. 
That  the  answer  was  not  copied.  Though  the  concur- 
rence of  these  two  facts  is  possible,  it  is  highly  impro- 
bable. 

fSec  accompanying  papers,  from  Nos.  1 to  29,  in- 
clusive. 
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continued  detention  of  the  public  money  in  his 
hands,  which  he  presumed  had  been  the  result  of 
his  letter  of  the  9th  of  April,  (see  No.  IT),  and 
directed  that,  immediately  on  the  receipt  of  this 
letter,  he  will  pay  into  bank  the  whole  of  the  pub- 
lic money  in  his  possession  on  the  SOth  instant,  and 
farther  instructing  him  not  to  consider  the  letter,  of 
the  9 th  of  April,  as  authorizing  him  to  detain  the  pub- 
lic money  in  his  hands  at  the  end  of  each  month. — 
Here,  it  appears,  that,  so  far  from  attributing  the 
withholding  the  deposites  to  the  cause  alleged  by  Mr. 
Edwards,  the  secretary  attributes  it  to  the  cause  as- 
signed by  Mrs.  Stephenson,  in  her  letter  of  the  ISth  of 
September.  And  it  is  worthy  of  remark,  that  this 
is  the  last  letter  on  record,  from  the  secretary  to  the 
receiver,  in  relation  to  the  deposites  in  the  year  1819; 
and  that  this  was  the  last  letter  written  to  him,  on  that 
subject,  in  that  year,  will  appear  by  a reference  made 
to  it  in  a letter  from  the  secretary  to  the  receiver,  of 
of  the  20th  of  April,  1820,  (see  No.  26),  which  is  more 
particularly  noticed  hereafter. 

On  the  28th  of  October,  (see  No.  22),  the  receiver, 
who  had  then  returned  home,  wrote  to  the  secretary, 
acknowledging  the  receipt  of  a letter  of  the  21st  of 
September,  (see  No.  21),  with  a new  form  of  an  ac- 
count current. 

On  the  5th  of  November,  (see  No.  24),  the  receiver 
wrote  to  the  secretary,  enclosing  a draft,  which  he 
had  purchased,  transmitted  his  monthly  return  for 
October,  and  noticing  a small  error  in  his  account  for 
August. 

On  the  16th  of  November,  (see  No.  25),  he  again 
wrote  to  the  secretary,  enclosing  the  2d  of  the  draft, 
which  he  had  transmitted  on  the  5th.  But,  in  all  this 
time,  there  was  no  allusion  to  Mr.  Edwards’s  publica- 
tion and  advice;  although  “the  fall  of  1819,”  was  now 
nearly  gone. 

At  last,  on  the  31st  of  December,  (see  No.  12,)  the 
receiver  made  a deposite  in  bank;  in  consequence,  it 
is  fairly  to  be  inferred,  of  the  peremptory  order  of 
the  secretary  of  the  1st  of  November,  and  in  conse- 
quence of  that  only. 

That  Mr.  Edwards’s  publication  and  advice  were 
not  the  cause  of  the  retention  of  the  money,  by  the 


secretary’s  answer  to  his  wife's  letter,  he  made  a de- 
posite in  bank. 

That  no  other  letter  was  written  to  him  on  the  sub- 
ject of  his  deposites,  after  that  of  the  1st  of  Novem- 
ber, is  to  be  inferred  from  the  tenor  of  the  secretary’s 
letter  of  the  20th  April,  1820,  which  was  proaucedby 
his  renewed  rernissness.  This  letter  begins  thus: 

“On  the  first  of  November  last,  you  were  instruct- 
ed to  pay  into  bank  the  whole  of  the  money  in  your 
hands  on  the  30th  of  that  month,  and  not  to  retain  the 
public  money  in  your  hands  at  the  end  of  each  month. 
By  referring  you  to  your  monthly  returns  for  the 
months  of  December,  January  and  February,  it  ap- 
pears that  the  instruction  has  not  been  complied  with, 
a sum  exceeding  $10,000,  upon  an  average,  having- 
been  retained  by  you  during  those  months.  As  the 
bank  in  which  your  deposites  have  been  directed  to 
be  made,  is  established  in  the  place  in  which  your  of- 
fice is  kept,  the  retention  of  the  money,  or  any  part 
of  it,  one  day  beyond  the  expiration  of  the  month,  is 
without  any  apparent  excuse.”'  After  again  repeat- 
ing the  directions  for  him  to  depcsite,  and  remarking 
upon  some  irregularity  in  his  returns,  the  secretary 
concludes  thus:  “It  is  expected  that  all  regulations 

addressed  to  public  officers  will  be  promptly  compli- 
ed with;  and  that,  when,  from  any  circumstance,  this 
should  be  found  impracticable,  the  cause  of  non-com- 
pliance shall  be  communicated  without  delay.” 

If  any  instruction  in  relation  to  his  deposites  had 
been  given  to  the  receiver,  since  the  order  of  the  1st  of 
November,  that  order  would  scarcely  have  been  re- 
ferred to  alone.  And  if  any  excuse  or  explanation 
had  been  received  by  the  secretary,  subsequent  to 
the  1st  of  November,  such  as  would  have  been  afforded 
by  Mr.  Edwards’s  publication  and  advice,  the  order  of 
the  1st  of  November  would  not  have  beer,  repeated  and 
renewed  as  an  order  unsatisfied  and  unanswered.  The 
style  and  manner  of  this  letter,  of  April  20,  indicate 
not  only  that  neglect  had  occurred,  but  that  ro  ex- 
planation had  been  offered  for  the  neglect.  The  re- 
ceiver’s answer  confirms  this  conclusion.  The  re- 
ceiver had  found,  by  the  letter  of  the  1st  of  November, 
that,  so  far,  the  excuse  offered  by  Mrs.  Stephenson  of 
retaining  money  to  meet  the  Indian  payments,  had 


receiver,  before  the  18th  September,  is  manifest  from ! been  admitted.  But  when,  in  the  month  of  April  fol 
Mrs.  Stephenson’s  letter  of  that  date.  1 
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That  no  such  cause  of  retention  existed,  within  the 


lowing,  he  was  called  upon  to  account  for  his  sub- 
sequent omissions  of  duty,  omissions  for  which  that 


knowledge  of  the  secretary,  before  the  1st  of  Nov.  i excuse  would  no  longer  avail,  would  he  not,  in  justifi- 
is  manifest  from  his  letter  "of  that  date.  If  the  re-  cation  of  himself,  have  naturally  referred  to  any  and 
ceiver  had,  at  any  time  between  the  date  of  his  wife’s  | every  letter  that  he  had  written  on  the  subject;  and 
letter  and  of  his  own  letter,  of  the  16th  of  November,  j iff  in  any  such  letter,  he  had  made  a communication 
made  the  communication  alleged  by  Mr.  Edwards,  it  of  the  kind  alleged  by  Mr.  Edwards,  would  he  not, 
is  to  be  presumed  that  he  would,  in  some  maimer  or  j on  this  occasion,  have  made  some  allusion  to  it? 
other,  have  alluded  to  it  in  that  letter,  or  in  the  pre-  j All  these  circumstances,  corroborating  each  other 
vious  one  of  the  5th  November.  He  must  have  dis-  so  fully,  are  not  only  irreconcilable  with  the  infer- 
covered,  on  his  return  from  Kentucky,  that  the  secre- j ence  which  Mr.  Edwards  draws  from  the  withhold- 
tary  was  dissatisfied  with  him  for  retaining  the  pub-  ing  of  the  deposites  by  the  receiver,  but  they  lead 
lie  money  in  his  hands.  He  must  have  been  aware  | inevitably  to  the  conclusion,  that  the  alleged  commu- 
that  every  subsequent  return  which  he  transmitted  j nication  of  his  publication  and  advice,  as  a reason  for 
’ ' ’ ’ 1 withholding  the  deposites,  was  never  made  to  or  re- 
ceived by  the  secretary,  and  that  no  such  letter  as  he 
alledges  to  have  been  written  by  the  secretary,  was 
ever  written  in  consequence  of  any  such  communi- 
cation. 

There  is,  however,  other  testimony  furnished  by 
the  receiver  and  Mr.  Edwards,  themselves,  which 
confirms  this  conclusion. 

Mr.  Edwards  has  stated,  on  oath,  that  he  made  the 
publication,  and  had  it  specially  communicated  to  the 
secretary  by  the  receiver,  for  the  purpose  of  appriz- 
ing the  secretary  of  his  intention  to  withdraw  from 


to  the  treasury,  as  it  exhibited  an  increasing  balance, 
and  as  it  shewed  that  he  made  no  deposites  in  bank, 
would  aggravate  the  secretary’s  dissatisfaction,  ten- 
der such  circumstances,  what  would  be  so  natural  for 
him,  when  he  had  occasion  to  write  to  the  secretary, 
as  to  make  some  allusion  to  the  communication  which 
explained  the  reason  of  his  apparent  disobedience, 
and  to  the  instructions  which  he  expected  in  answer, 
for  the  government  of  his  conduct  in  that  important 
particular?  The  presumption  is,  that,  if  such  a jus- 
tification of  his  conduct,  as  is  now  pretended,  had  ex- 
isted, he  would,  without  doubt,  have  assigned  it;  but, 


instead  of  doin°-  so,  he  contented  himself  with  the  the  bank,  and  his  determination  to  relieve  himself 


excuse  made  by  Mrs.  Stephenson.  Therefore,  he  was 
silent  on  the  subject.  He  waited  the  result  of  her 
ietter.  That  he  received  in  December;  and  accord- 
ingly, in  December,  it  is  found  that,  in  partial  com- 


from  ail  responsibility  in  regard  to  it,  leaving  the  se- 
cretary to  judge  for  himself,  from  the  returns,  which 
he  required  it  to  make,  of  the  propriety  of  continuing 
it  as  a depository  of  public  money: — that,  “according; 


plfance  with  the  peremptory  order  contained  in  the  to  the  pledge  which  he  had  given  in  his  publication,  ho 
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designed  his  seat  as  a director.  And,  though  he  was 
once  elected  to  the  same  station  since  that  time,  he 
refused  to  accept  it,  nor  has  he  had  any  thing  to  do 
with  the  management  of  the  bank,  sihee  the  fall  of 
the  year  1819.” 

Yet,  in  the  following  winter,  Mr.  Edwards  is  found 
presenting  himself  to  the  secretary,  not  only  in  the 
character  of  a director  of  the  bank,  but  of  a director 
specially  delegated  and  authorized  by  the  bank  to  con- 
clude an  important  arrangement  with  the  secretary, 
in  respect  to  the  terms  on  which  the  bank  was  to 
continue  a depository  of  the  public  money.  By  the 
printed  papers  accompanying  the  secretary’s  report 
to  the  house,  of  the  th  of  April,  1822,*  it  appears, 
that,  on  the  16th  of  February,  1820,  Mr.  Edwards, 
being  then  in  Washington,  transmitted  to  the  secre- 
tary a letter  from  the  bank  to  the  seerteary,  signed 
by  this  very  receiver  as  president  of  the  bank,  contain- 
ing a list  of  the  directors  for  the  year  1820,  in  which 
Mr.  Edwards’s  name  is  included;  that,  at  the  same 
lime,  he  also  transmitted  to  the  secretary  a letter  from 
the  bank,  signed  by  the  same  Mr.  Stephenson,  inform- 
ing the  secretary,  that  Mr.  Edwards,  “one  of  the  direc- 
tors of  the  institution,”  is  authorized  to  suggest  certain 
modifications  of  the  contract  between  the  secretary 
and  the  bank,  and  to  conclude  such  arrangements  as 
be  may  deem  acceptable,  “which  will  be  considered 
obligatory;”  and  lie,  likewise,  transmitted,  at  the 
same  time,  a letter  from  the  bank,  addressed  to  him- 
self, signed  also  by  Mr.  Stephenson,  stating  to  him,  at 
large,  the  changes  desired  by  the  bank,  and  the  rea- 
sons therefor. 

Is  this  compatible  with  the  impressions  which  the 
statement,  contained  in  his  testimony,  is  calculated  to 
produce?  If  he  had  ceased  to  be  a director,  and  pub- 
licly withdrawn  from  all  concern  in  the  management 
of  the  bank,  in  “the  fall  of  18 19,”  how  was  it  that  Mr. 
Stephenson,  the  receiver,  the  president  of  the  bank, 
who,  as  well  from  his  official  situation  as  from  “the 
known  friendship  and  intimacy,”  (Address,  page  14) 
which  Mr.  Edwards  has  stated  to  have  subsisted  be- 
iween  them,  may  be  supposed  to  have  known  some- 
thing of  his  conduct  and  views  in  regard  to  the  bank, 
should,  as  soon  after  Mr.  Edwards’s  public  with- 
drawal, hare  written  to  him,  and  constituted  him,  in 
iiis  character  of  director,  the  representative  of  the 
bank,  in  a negotiation  with  the  secretary — that  secre- 
tary, whom  Mr.  Edwards  was  so  anxious  to  satisfy  of 
bis  having  no  connexion  with  the  bank?  And,  finally, 
how  could  he,  if  such  had  been  the  fact,  communicate 
to  the  secretary,  without  explanation,  all  these  papers, 
which  were  totally  at  variance  with  it?  If  he  had  sup- 
posed the  secretary  to  have  been  informed,  at  the  time 
of  his  having  withdrawn  from  the  bank,  in  1819,  would 
he  not  also  have  supposed  that  the  secretary  would 
be  at  some  loss,  on  receiving  these  papers,  to  under- 
stand what  was  Mr.  Edwards’s  actual  relationship 
to  the  bank?  If  he  had  not  wished  to  be  considered, 
bv  the  secretary,  as  a director  and  agent  of  the  bank, 
which  the  papers  purported,  would  he  not,  in  some 
way,  have  given  him  to  understand  that  he  -was  not  so? 
Instead  of  doing  this,  in  his  letter  to  the  secretary, 
accompanying  the  papers,  he  referred  to  them  as  fully 
explanatory  of  their  object,  and  thereby  gave  his  as- 
sent to  their  contents. 

Evidence  might,  indeed,  be  more  positive;  but, 
taking  all  these  circumstances  in  connexion  with 
each  other,  it  is  doubtful  whether  any  negative  evi- 
dence could  more  satisfactorily  establish  the  convic- 
tion,  in  any  candid  mind,  that  no  such  communica- 
tions, as  Mr.  Edwards  has  alleged,  ever  passed  be- 
tween the  secretary  and  the  receiver. 

Mr.  Edwards  claims  to  havefouud  a further  confir- 
mation of  the  receiver’s  letter  having  been  written 


and  received  by  the  secretary,  in  the  expressions  used 
by  the  secretary  in  speaking  of  the  letter  alleged  to 
have  been  written  by  him  to  the  receiver.  The  idea, 
however,  is  groundless.  There  is  no  real  difference 
in  the  meaning  of  the  words  employed  by  the  secre- 
tary and  those  of  Mr.  Edwards,  in  relation  to  the 
letter.  If  the  receiver  had  discontinued  the  de- 
posites, for  jreasons  stated  by  him  to  the  secretary, 
(as  Mr.  E.  also  alleges),  and  if  he  had,  inconsequence, 
received  a letter  from  the  secretary,  directing  him  to 
continue  the  deposites,  (as  Mr.  E.  also  alleges),  such 
a letter,  whatever  might  have  been  its  form,  was,  in 
fact,  an  answer  to  the  letter  of  the  receiver.  The 
denial  of  the  secretary,  that  any  such  answer  was  re- 
collected, or  was  on  record,  so  far  from  being  eva- 
sive, was  direct  and  explicit,  and  cover’s,  as  was  in- 
tended, the  whole  ground  presented  in  the  charge. 

But  this  charge,  contradicted,  as  it  is,  by  all  the 
facts  which  have  been  adduced  in  the  case,  is  also  ren- 
dered more  improbable  by  the  want  of  any  assignable 
motive  for  the  secretary’s  alleged  conduct  on  the  sub- 
ject. What  object  had  he  to  serve,  by  continuing  the 
deposites  in  the  bank  of  Edwardsville,  if  he  had  re- 
ceived any  communications  which  authorized  the 
opinion  that  they  were  insecure  in  that  bank!  Mr- 
Edwards  has  charged  him  with  an  improper  partial- 
ity for  the  bank  of  Missouri,  yet  it  was  that  bank 
from  which  the  deposites  were  taken,  to  be  placed  in 
the  bank  of  Edwardsville;  and  it  was  to  that  bank 
that  they  must  have  been  restored,  if  they  were  with- 
drawn from  the  hank  of  Edwardsville.  There  was  no 
other  bank  within  reach.  If  the  charge  of  favoritism 
towards  the  bank  of  Missouri  were  well  founded,  the 
secretary  would  have  readily  availed  himself  of  the? 
pretext  furnished  by  the  alleged  communication  of 
the  receiver,  for  restoring  the  deposite  to  that  bank. 

The  instructions  given  to  the  receiver  at  Kaskaskia. 
to  deposite  in  the  bank  of  Missouri,  so  far  from  con- 
firming the  allegation,  that  a letter  from  the  receiver 
at  Edwardsville,  enclosing  the  publication  x»f  Mr. 
Edwards,  had  been  received  by  the  secretary,  lead 
to  a contrary  conclusion.  The  correspondence  with 
that  receiver,  at  the  period  in  question,  is  herewith 
transmitted.*  It  appears  that,  on  the  18th  of  Sep- 
tember, 1819,  this  receiver  wrote  to  the  secretary, 
enclosing  his  account  current  for  the  month  of  Au- 
gust preceding:  and,  as  there  appeared,  by  that  ac- 
count, a large  balance  of  public  money  in  his  hands, 
amounting  to  about  $30,000,  he  seems  to  have  con- 
sidered it  necessary  to  explain  the  cause.  His  ex- 
planation was  the  same  as  that  offered  by  Mrs.  Ste- 
phenson, for  a like  retention  of  money,  to  meet  the 
Indian  payments;  and,  in  this  case,  as  in  the  other, 
not  any  publication  of  Mr.  Edwards,  or  any  circum- 
stance affecting  the  character  of  the  bank  of  Ed- 
wardsville, which,  if  such  had  existed,  he  was  bound 
by  the  secretary’s  instructions  to  communicate.  It 
was  known  to  the  secretary  that  it  was  not  so  conve- 
nient for  this  receiver  to  deposite  at  Edwardsville, 
between  which  place  and  Kaskaskia  there  was  very 
little  communication,  as  at  St.  Louis,  with  which 
there  was  frequent  intercourse.  In  the  next  letter 
written  to  this  receiver  by  the  secretary,  which  was 
on  the  1st  of  November,  1819,  the  secretary,  without 
alluding  to  any  publication  of  Mr.  Edwards,  or  any 
letter  from  the  receiver  at  Edwardsville,  which,  if 
any  had  been  known  to  him,  would  naturally  have 
been  alluded  to  on  such  an  occasion,  directed  the  re- 
ceiver at  Kaskaskia  to  deposite  in  the  bank  of  Ed- 
wardsville all  the  money  in  his  possession,  at  the  close 
of  the  month,  and  afterwards  to  deposite  in  the  bank 
of  Missouri.  The  receiver  did  not  make  this  depo- 
site, for  reasons  stated  by  him  in  his  letter  of  the  10th 
of  January,  1820,  until  the  3rd  of  that  month,  as  will 
be  seen  by  the  list  of  moneys  deposited  by  him  on 


*See  Nos.  30,  31,  32. 
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that  day.*  From  his  silence  on  the  subject,  it  is  evi- 
dent that  there  was  nothing  in  the  circumstances  of 
the  bank  to  render  the  deposite  improper. 

The  accusation  of  having  presented  contradictory 
statements  of  the  amount  jof  public  money,  in  the 
bank  of  Edwardsville,  and  of  having  transposed 
other  statements  from  that  bank,  in  the  communica- 


as  the  bank  continued  to  fir  31  its  engagements,  there 
was  no  sufficient  reason  for  discontinuing  the  ar- 
rangement which  had  been  made  with  it.  The  fact  is, 
that  it  was  not  until  two  years  after  the  letter  of  the 
president  of  the  bank  of  Missouri  referred  to,  that 
the  Edwardsville  bank  stopped  payment.  But,  al- 
though this  charge  is  considered  as  sufficiently  an- 


tions  made  by  the  secretary  to  the  house,  and  of  hav-  swered,  the  only  remaining  circumstance  presented 
ing  done  so  for  the  purpose  of  disguising  the  truth  in  by  Mr.  Edwards  in  its  support  shall  also  be  noticed, 
relation  to  the  deposites  in  that  bank,  with  a view  to!  He  represents  himself  to  have  stated,  in  two  letters 
their  bearing  on  the  charge  connected  with  these  sup- j written  by  him  to  the  secretary,  in  February,  18 2-, 
posed  letters,  is  altogether  without  foundation.  The  that  he  had  made  such  a publication,  that  the  receiver 
bank  statements  of  December  and  Novemer,  which  had  transmitted  it,  that  the  receiver’s  letter  contain- 
are  referred  to,  either  formed  part  of,  or  accompa-  ing  it  had  been  answered,  and  infers,  from  the  se- 
nied,  the  letters,  which  they  immediately  follow  in  cretary’s  silence  on  the  subject,  an  admission  of  the 
the  printed  papers;  the  first  having  been  written  on  fact. 

part  of  the  same  paper  as  the.  letter  of  the  7th  of  i That  the  secretary  did  not  reply  to  this,  or  to  any 
January,  1820,  to  Mr.  Edwards,  and  the  latter  having  of  the  dther  matters  contained  in  those  letters,  result- 
been  enclosed  in  the  letter  of  the  6th  of  January,  ed  from  his  having  declined  any  correspondence  with 
and  both  the  letters  and  the  statements  having,  when  Mr.  Edwards  on  the  subjects  to  which  they  referred, 
transmitted  by  Mr.  Edwards,  in  his  letter  of  the  ISth  in  consequence  of  a menace  which  the  firs:  of  them 
February,  been,  it  is  believed,  in  the  same  order  as  j contained.  This  will  he  seen  by  the  secretary’s  an- 
that  in  which  they  appear  in  the  documents.  The  j swer,  which,  together  with  Mr.  Edwards's,  are  here- 
treasury  statements,  from  which  the  balances  in  the  ! with  transmitted.  See  Jibs.  30,31,  32. 
hank  of  Edwardsville,  at  the  end  of  the  2nd,  3d  and  The  next  principal  accusation  to  be  examined,  re- 
4th  quarters  of  1819,  are  quoted  by  Mr.  Edwards, ! lates  to  the  secretary’s  transactions  with  the  bank  of 
were  prepared  by  the  treasurer,  from  materials  in  j Missouri ; and  charges  him  with  having,  in  the  ar- 
his  own  possession ; and  the  secretary  had  no  more  to  | rangements  made  with  that  bank,  in  regard  to  the 
do  with  the  preparation  of  them,  than  Mr.  Edwards  i public  deposites,  allowed  it  advantages  for  which  it 
himself.  They  were  communicated  as  the  statements  rendered  no  equivalent,  and  with  having  received 
of  that  officer.  The  cause  why  the  statement  for  the]  from  it  uncurrent  bank  notes,  which  he  was  neither 
tth  quarter  of  1819,  differs  in  amount  from  that  ren-j  bound  nor  authorized  to  receive.  The  direct  con- 


dered  by  the  hank  for  the  same  period,  is,  that,  in  the 
former,  the  treasurer  has  deducted  from  the  sum 
standing  to  his  credit  in  that  bank,  the  amount  of 
two  drafts  which  he  had  drawn  on  the  bank,  and 
which  had  not  been  paid  at  the  time  when  the  bank 
statement  "was  prepared.  The  sum  stated  by  the 
bank  is,  therefore,  more  than  that  stated  by  the  trea- 
surer, by  the  amount  of  these  drafts.  This  is  more 
particularly  shown  in  the  accompanying  note  from 


nection  between  the  treasury  and  the  bank  of  Mis- 
souri began  on  the  1st  of  August,  1818.*  Before  that 
time  the  bank  had  asted  as  the  agent  of  the  bank  of 
the  United  States.  It  had  fulfilled  its  engagements 
with  that  institution  with  good  faith;  its  condition  was 
considered  sound  and  prosperous;  and  its  reputation 
stood  high,  as  well  in  the  Atlantic  as  in  the  western 
states.  The  large  amount  of  money  to  be  received 
from  the  sale  of  public  land  in  that  quarter,  rendered 


the  treasurer,!  all  of  whose  statements  are  prepared  a connection^with  such  a bank  not  only  convenient 
on  the  same  principle,  and  have  always  been  so  pre-jhut  necessary. 

pared.  It  is  considered  unnecessary  to  dwell  longer  j In  the  first  arrangement  with  the  hank,  there  was 
on  this  branch  of  the  subject.  That  no  such  comm-  \ no  stipulation  as  to  what  kinds  of  money  it  should  re- 
nications,  as  Mr.  Edwards  alleges,  were  made,  is  be-|  ceive  or  pay  for  the  treasury.  The  receivers  were,  in- 


lieved  to  be  conclusively  demonstrated:  and,  if  so, 
no  arts  could  have  been  resorted  to  for  the  purpose 
of  concealing  them.  But,  at  every  stage  of  this  in- 
vestigation, this  remark  naturally  suggests  itself;  that 
even,  if  both  the  communications  alleged  had  actually 
been  made,  there  was  nothing  in  that  fact  for  the  se- 
cretary to  conceal;  Mr.  Edwards  has  stated,  on  oath, 
his  opinion,  that,  in  the  fall  of  1819,  the  bank  of  Ed- 
wardsville was  in  as  good  a condition  as  any  bank  in 
which  the  public  moneys  were  deposited;  and,  if  so, 
what  necessity  was  there  for  the  secretary  to  discon- 
tinue the  deposites?  Whether  Mr.  Edwards  was,  or 
was  not,  a director,  and  whether  he  did  or  did  not 


structed  to  receive  the  notes  of  such  banks  as  paid 
specie  on  demand  for  their  notes,  and  no  others:  and 
to  deposite  them  in  bank  to  the  credit  of  the  treasu- 
rer. When  public  disbursements  were  to  be  made, 
the  treasurer  issued  his  drafts,  and  the  bank  discharg- 
ed them  in  such  funds  as  it  had  received. 

On  the  23d  of  June,  IS  19,  the  secretary,  in  the  exe- 
cution of  a general  system,  which  had  been  adopted 
with  the  aoprobation  of  the  president,  for  the  rea- 
sons stated  in  his  report  to  the  house  of  represen- 
tatives, of  the  14th  of  February,  1822,  and  in  his 
letter  to  the  chairman  of  a select  committee  of  the 
house,  of  the  24th  of  February,  1823,  proposed  a new 


choose  to  be  responsible  for  a bank,  if  the  bank  were  j arrangement  to  the  bank.!  By  this  arrangement,  the 
in  a good  condition,  was  a matter  that  ought  to  have  bank  was  to  receive  the  notes  of  such  specie  paying 
had  very  little  influence  upon  the  conduct  of  the  se-  j banks  as  were  in  good  credit,  and  in  general  eircula- 
cretary  of  the  treasury.  In  connection  with  this  tion,  and  to  account  for  them  as  cash:  to  transfer 
charge,  it  is  to  he  remarked,  that  it  is  true  that  com- 1 to  the  bank  of  the  United  States,  or  its  branches, 
rnunications  were  made  to  the  secretary  against  the  I the  surplus  of  the  money  which  it  might  receive, 
Edwardsville  bank,  and  particularly  in  a letter  from ! tnat  cculd  not  he  disbursed  at  the  banks;  and  for  the 
the  president  of  the  bank  of  Missouri,  of  the  9th  of!  expense  and  risk  of  making  these  transfers,  which 
August,  1819.  But,  as  the  receivers,  both  at  Edwards-  j were  expected  to  amount  to  a very  considerable  sum, 
ville  and  Kaskaskia,  were  instructed,  by  the  secret  a-  i it  was  to  have  a standing  deposite  of  $ 150,000,  which 
letter  of  the  31st  December,  ISIS,  that,  if  any ! stand  in::  deposite  was  always  subject  to  be  reduced 
the  character  of  the  Edwards- j by  any  disbursement'  that  could  be  made  at  the  bank. 
:e  to  their  knowledge,  they  j This  arrangement  was  accepted  by  the  back  on  the 
es  me.;  the  department;  and  J 9th  of  August,  1S19.+  It  was  modified  in  August, 
was  received  from  them,  and 


ry’s 

circumstance  affectim 
ville  hank  should  co 
should  communicate 
as  no  such  inforniauo 
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IdP’By  the  aid  of  an  extra  half  sheet,  published  as  a 
SUPPLEMENT  to  the  last  number  of  the  Register, 
we  are  enabled  to  dispose  of  a large  mass  of  matter, 
and  give,  at  once,  the  whole  of  Mr.  Crawford’s  com- 
munication in  reply  to  Mr.  Edwards’  address,  'ihe 
miscellaneous  articles  are  thrown  back  to  page  101. 


1820,  by  limiting  the  local  bank  notes  to  be  received 
to  those  of  the  Atlantic  cities,  and  of  the  state  of 
Missouri,*  and  thu3  it  continued  until  the  bank  stop- 
ped payment,  on  the  14th  of  August,  1821.  To  esti- 
mate, justly,  the  advantages  ottered  to  the  bank  by 
this  arrangement,  it  is  necessary  to  examine  what 
were  the  probable  services  to  be  rendered  by  the 
bank  under  it:  About  the  time  when  the  secretary’s 
proposition,  for  allowing  a standing  deposite,  was 
made  to  this  bank,  there  was  a balance  remaining  in 
bank,  over  and  above  what  could  be  expended  there, 
of  upwards  of  $640, 000, f and  this,  too,  after  the  bank 
had  transferred  upwards  of  $100,000.  This  large  ba- 
lance had  accumulated  in  rather  less  than  a year.  Tak- 
ing into  consideration  the  revival  of  creditamong  the 
western  banks,  which  had  then  taken  place,  it  was 
reasonable  to  suppose  that  the  payments,  into  that 
bank,  would  not  decrease  more  than  one  half  during 
the  next  year;  upon  this  supposition,  the  amount  to 
be  transferred  under  the  arrangement,  would  be  about 
$520, OOu  a year.  The  risk  and  cost  of  transferring 
money  from  St.  Louis  to  Louisville,  which  was  the 
nearest  point  to  which  it  could  be  transferred,  lias 
been  stated  by  the  president  of  the  bank,  in  his  let- 
ter of  the  25th  November,  1819,  + to  be,  at  least,  3 
per  cent,  which,  upon  that  sum,’  would  be  $9,600, 
and  that  was  reasonably  to  be  looked  to,  at  the  time 
the  arrangement  was  made,  as  the  value  of  the  ser- 
vice, probably,  to  be  rendered  under  it,  in  this  re- 
spect, by  the  bank  to  the  treasury. 

It  is  true  that,  from  causes  not  then  to  be  foreseen, 
the  subsequent  payments  into  the  bank  fell  short  of 
what  had  been  anticipated.  Bat  it  is  also  true  that 
the  whole  of  the  stipulated  standing  deposite  was  not 
always  on  hand.  It  has  already  been  stated  that  this 
standing  deposite  was,  at  ali  times,  liable  to  be  drawn 
upon  by  the  treasury.  By  the  treasurer  s statement 
of  quarterly  balances,  accompanying  the  secretary’s 
report  to  the  house,  of  February  27,  1823,  it  appears 
that  it  had  been  so  drawn  upon,  and  that,  at  the  close 
of  six  different  quarters,  the  whole  amount  in  bank, 
for  which  drafts  had  not  actually  been  issued,  was 
less  than  the  stipulated  amount  of  standing  deposite, 
by  an  average  oi  $20,000.  By  a statement  accompa- 
nying me  letter  from  the  president  of  the  bank,  cf 
ihe  5 jth  June,  182 l,§  it  appears  that,  at  the  close  of 
ten  successive  months,  ‘ the  whole  sum  in  bank  was 
actually  less  than  the  amount  of  the  stipulated  depo- 
se, oy  an  average  of  $20,000;  and  if,  at  all  other 
times  during  the  two  years  continuance  of  the  ar- 
rangement, the  full  amount  w'ere  in  bank,  the  ave- 
rage of  the  sum  actually  in  bank  during  the  whole  pe- 
riod would  have  been  but  $140,000.  But,  it  is  to  be 
observed  that,  in  estimating  the  value  of  such  a de- 
posite to  a bank,  the  certainty  of  its  continuance,  for 
a given  time,  at  least,  is  to  be  taken  into  considera- 


'See  I,  No.  14,  [66. J 

|See  bank  statements  of  July  and  August,  pn°-es  53 
ond  54,  of  No.  119. 
tSee  J,  No.  8,  [66.] 

*SeeI,  No.  16,  [66.] 
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I tion.  In  respect  to  this  standing  deposite  there  was 
j no  such  certainty:  it  depended  wholly  on  the  conve- 
] nience  of  the  treasury.  It  was  constantly  subject  to 
drafts  for  any  part,  or  even  the  whole,  and  it  was 
(frequently  drawn  upon.  The  idea,  therefore,  tiiat 
! this  stipulation,  in  regard  to  the  standing  deposite, 
was  equal  to  an  allowance  to  the  bank  of  $9,000  a 
year,  is  wholly  fallacious. 

It  is  proper  to  look,  on  the  other  hand,  to  the  ser- 
vices rendered  by  the  bank.  During  the  continuance 
of  the  arrangement,  the  bank  transferred,  at  its  own 
risk  and  cost,  $454,000,  in  cash,  and  about  $138,000 
in  notes,  in  kind.  Calculating,  then,  the  value  of  the 
transfers  at  the  rate  stated  for  transferring  to  Louis- 
ville, which  was  the  nearest  point,  at  three  per  cent, 
and  the  value  of  the  standing  deposite  actually  on 
hand,  at  six  per  cent,  a year,  the  rate  of  interest,  it 
appears  that  the  services  actually  rendered  by  the 
bank,  in  transferring  the  public  money,  may  be  esti- 
mated to  amountto  $i7,8CO;  and  that  the  benefit  en- 
joyed by  the  bank  from,  the  standing  deposite,  with- 
out making  any  deduction  on  account  of  its  uncertain- 
ty, may  be  estimated  at  16,000  dollars,  thus  ieavinga 
balance  in  favor  of  the  bank.  But,  allowing  the  ad- 
vantage and  the  service  to  be  equal,  in  this  respect, 
nothing  then  remains  but  the  advantage  derived  by 
! the  bank  from  the  temporary  and  uncertain  posses- 
sion of  the  surplus,  which  sometimes  remained  over 
and  above  this  deposite,  as  a compensation  for  ail  its 
other  services,  in  becoming  responsible  for  the  notes 
received  by  it,  in  converting  them,  as  far  as  was  re- 
quisite, into  such  funds  as  might  be  transferred  to  the 
United  States  bank;  or  as  might  be’  required  in  pay- 
ment of  treasury  drafts,  which  were  always  demanda- 
ble  in  specie,  or  its  equivalent,  and  which,  as  appears 
by  the  letter  from  the  president  of  the  bank,* *  of  the 
|3Jth  June,  1S21,  were  always  so  paid.  Hence,  it  ap- 
j pears  that,  not  only  were  no  undue  advantages  in- 
tended to  be  gran  ted  to  the  bank  by  the  arrangement* 
but  that,  supposing  the  payment  of  the  debt  now  uue 
by  it  to  be  secured  with  interest,  as  is  believed  to  be 
the  case,  the  bank  Las  actually  enjoyed  no  advan- 
tages under  the  arrangement  for  which  it  will  net 
have  rendered  an  equivalent. 

It  is  true,  this  bank  has  failed.  But  it  appears,  by  u 
document  produced  and  relied  upon  by  Mr.  Edwards, 
that,  after  a thorough  examination,  by  order  f the 
Missouri  legislature,  that  its  failure  is  not  attributa- 
ble  to  any  act  of  dishonesty  on  the  part  of  the  direc- 
tors, but  to  that  cause  on!) , which  has  produced  a ge- 
neral suspension  in  the  western  country;!  and  that, 
“with  a reasonable  indulgence,  it  will  be  enabled  to 
redeem  its  notes,  and  pa)  all  its  debts,”  The  sum 
due  by  it  to  the  treasury,  is  already  in  a course  of 
payment,  and  its  ultimate  discharge,  with  interest,  is 
deemed,  by  persons  who  are  well  acquainted  with  the 
security,  to  be  well  secured. 

The  correspondence  which  led  to  the  reception  of 
the  uncurrent  notes,  which  Air.  Edwards  has  chang- 
ed the  secretary  with  having  improperly  received 
from  the  bank  of  Missouri,  commenced  with  the  let- 
ter of  the  president  of  the  bank,  of  the  9th  August, 
1S<1U.  He  there  proposed,  among  other  transfers,  to 
transfer  $50,000  in  such  paper  of  North  and  South 
Carolina  and  Georgia,  as  was  authorized  to  be  re- 
ceived; $40,000  in  notes  of  the  bank  of  Virginia; 

*See  I,  No.  16,  [66.] 

* ^Address,  nage  16. 
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$103,000  in  notes  of  the  bank  of  Kentucky  and  its  bank,  and  which  committee  represents  itself  to  have 
branches;  $15,000  in  notes  of  the  bank  of  Vincennes; ! had  before  it,  and  carefully  examined,  the  books, 
and  $70,000  in  notes  of  the  banks  of  Tennessee,  such  i notes,  and  such  other  papers  of  the  bank,  as  were 
as  were  authorized  to  be  received,  and  $25,000  in  ’ necessary.  The  statement  is  “of  moneys  on  hand, 
such  Ohio  notes  as  were  authorized  to  be  received;  September  6,  1819,  received  of  the  several  receivers 


11  of  which  were  then  in  bank. 


j of  public  moneys,  being  such  as  they  were  authorized 
It  is  to  be  observed,  that  the  letter  in  which  this  j to  receive  by  the  non.  William  H.Crawford,  secre- 
proposition  was  made,  is  the  same  letter  which  con-  j tary  of  the  treasury.”  It  purports  to  have  been 


tains  the  acceptance  by  the  bank  of  the  arrangement,  j taken  from  a register  kept  by  the  cashier  of  the  bank, 
under  which  it  was,  for  the  first  time,  to  beresponsi-  from  thp.fitli  Aiurnst.  1818  to  tim  mu  i«mq- 

hie  in  cash  for  all  the  public  money  which  it  might 


receive.  If,  then,  it  can  be  shewn,  that  these  notes 
had  been  previously  received  on  account  of  the  trea- 
sury, and  were  at  that  time  on  hand,  the  agreement 
of  the  secretary  to  receive  the  whole,  or  any  portion 

of  them,  so  far  from  being  asubject  of  blame,  was  an  ceivabie  by  it  on  general  deposite  as  cash,  amounting 
obligation  of  duty.  to  $568,064;  of  which  $283,757,  -were  of  the  kinds 

It  is,  also,  to  be  observed,  that  all  the  notes  which 
the  bank  here  proposed  to  transfer,  were  not  actually 
transferred.  Before  the  secretary’s  answer  was  re- 


from the  8th  August,  1818,  to  the  6th  September  1819: 
which  period  includes  only  twenty-seven  days  not 
embraced  by  the  first  arrangement  under  which  the 
bank  was  accountable  only  in  kind.  By  this  state- 
ment, it  appears,  that  the  bank  had  then  on  hand 
notes,  taken  from  receivers,  of  a description  not  re- 

POiroKIp  hr  it  nn  n-pnorol  Hnnneifo  o c-  noch 


eeived,  the  bank  had,  on  its  own  account,  otherwise 
disposed  of  a great  portion  of  them;  and  there  were 
finally  transferred  the  following: 

Of  the  bank  of  Tennessee  and  branches,  40,156 

Nashville  bank  and  branches,  29,844 

State  bank  of  North  Carolina,  42,000 

Certain  district  notes,  viz: 

Mechanics’  bank  of  Alexandria,  890 
Franklin  bank,  235 

Certain  Ohio  notes,  viz: 

Farmers’  £:  Mechanics’  bank  of 
Cincinnati, 

Miami  exporting  company, 


Bank  of  Cincinnati, 

Bank  of  Muskingum, 

Farmers,  Mechanics’  and  Manufac- 
turers’ bank  of  Chillicothe, 

Bank  of  Marietta, 

Bank  of  Steubenville, 


11,845 

8,661 

3,846 

291 


Making  together,  $13S,179 


transferred  by  it  to  the  treasury.  Hence,  it  appears 
that,  instead  of  the  secretary’s  having  received  of  the 
bank  uncurrent  notes,  which  he  was  not  bound  to 
receive,  the  bank  net  only  took  upon  itself  the  con- 
version into  cash  of  other  notes,  to  a large  amount, 
i which  it  had  a right  to  pay  over  to  the  treasury  in 
j kind;  but  that,  of  the  very  description  of  notes  which 
! Mr.  Edwards  has  censured  the  secretary  for  having 
j received,  the  bank  had  actually  a right  to  require  that 
I he  should  receive  more  than  double  the  amount  of 
j what  he  did  receive. 

j It  would  be  a great  mistake,  however,  to  suppose 
j that  the  notes  which  were  received  of  the  bank  of 
! Missouri,  were  the  notes  of  insolvent  banks.  Those 
J of  the  bank  of  Tennessee  and  its  branches,  were  im- 
j mediately  placed  to  the  credit  of  the  treasurer  as 
I cash;  those  of  the  Nashville  bank  and  its  branches, 
and  of  the  North  Carolina  bank,  have  long  since  been 
paid;  those  of  the  Mechanics’  bank  of  Alexandria, 
bank  of  Marietta,  and  bank  of  Steubenville,  were 
cashed  by  the  banks  to  which  they  were  transferred: 
of  those  of  the  Miami  exporting  company  $5,220  76 
have  recently  been  collected.  Thus,  of  the  whole 
amount  transferred,  there  remains  unpaid  only  about 


The  Kentucky  bank  notes,  mentioned  in  the  secre-  j $22,000,  and  of  this  sum,  it  is  believed,  the  greater 
tary’s  letter  of  "the  2d  March,  1820,*  were  not  trans- 1 part  will  be  ultimately  paid. 

ferred,  having  been  otherwise  disposed  of  by  the)  Considering  the  state  of  the  currency  in  the  west 
bank.  Nor  were  the  Georgetown  bank  notes,  men-  j during  the  time,  and  the  large  amount  received  by  this 
tioned  in  the  same  letter,  then  transferred;  and  it  is  j bank,  which  was  about  $1,164,000,  it  is  doubtful  whe- 
only  within  a few  days,  that  the  treasurer  has  re-  i ther  any  individual  transactions,  of  equal  extent, 
eeived  from  the  agent  of  the  Missouri  bank  an  order  I though  attended  to  with  great  care,  would  have  been 


for  transferring  them. 

That  the  notes  thus  received  from  the  bank,  had 
been  properly  taken  by  the  receivers,  will  appear 
from  the  instructions  given  to  those  officers  by  the 
secretary,  copies  of  which  are  herewith  transmit- 
ted;! and  that,  at  the  time  those  instructions  were 
given,  they  were  considered,  by  the  secretary,  as  the 
notes  of  banks  which  discharged  their  notes  in  specie, 
on  demand,  and,  consequently,  notes  which,  by  the 
resolution  of  congress  of  the  30th  April,  1816,  were 
authorized  to  be  received  in  payments  to  the  United 
States,  is  manifest  from  the  terms  of  the  same  in- 
structions, in  which  the  receivers  are  positively  in- 
terdicted from  taking  the  notes  of  any  bank  which 
does  not  discharge  its  notes  on  demand  in  specie, 

That  these  notes  were  received  by  the  bank  from 


followed  by  less  ultimate  loss. 

That  the  charge  of  having  favored  this  bank,  at  the 
sacrifice  of  the  public  interest,  is  without  foundation, 
must  be  evident  from  the  facts  which  have  been  here 
exhibited.  That  the  bank  does  not  consider  itself  as 
having  been  favored  by  the  treasury,  is  proved  bv  the 
fact  that  a claim  has  been  preferred  by  the  bank  for 
an  allowance,  upon  the  ground  that  the  services  which 
it  has  rendered  to  the  treasury,  have  not  been  suffi- 
ciently compensated.  - And  it  is  a remarkable  coinci- 
dence of  circumstances,  that,  at  the  very  time  that  a 
charge  is  preferred  by  Mr.  Edwards  against  the  se- 
cretary for  having  done  too  much  for  that  bank,  the 
agent  of  the  bank  is  at  Washington  petitioning  con- 
gress, because  the  secretary  has  done  too  little. 

The  transactions  with  the  bank  of  Missouri  being 


the  receivers,  during  its  first  arrangement  with  the  j thus  explained,  the  only  other  acts,  included  in  the 


treasury,  and,  consequently,  previous  to  its  engage- 
ment to  account  as  cash,  and  that,  at  the  time  they 
were  offered  to  the  secretary,  they  were  actually  in 
the  possession  of  the  bank,  is  established  by  evidence 
adduced  by  Mr.  Edwards  himself.  This  evidence  is 
statement  E.  i prepared  at  the  bank  of  Missouri,  and 
laid  before  the  Misso1 


charge  against  the  secretary,  of  having  received  un- 
current funds,  in  payment  from  banks,  are  the  receipt 
of  $15,009  in  notes  cf  the  state  hank  of  North  Caroli- 
na, and  $13,562  in  notes  of  the  bank  of  Kentucky:  the 
former  from  the  Tombeckbe  bank,  and  the  latter  from 
the  bank  of  Edwardsviilc. 

;h,  by  a rigid  construction  of  the  arrarge- 


)uri  legislature  by  a committee  Although, 

which  was  appointed  to  examine  the  report  of  the  ment,  by  which  these  banks  agreed  to  account  for  the 

i public  deposites  received  by  them  as  cash,  the  whole 


*See  I,  No.  9,  [69.] 

fSee  annexed  Nos.  33  to  40,  inclusive. 
!$ee  address,  page  50,  51. 


amount  might,  perhaps,  have  been  demanded  of  them 
j in  specie,  or  United  States’  bank  notes;  yet  such  wa^ 
1 never  the  intention  of  the  parties.  The  term  “cash" 
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was  used  in  opposition  to  that  of  “special  deposite,” 
and  was  not  meant  to  render  the  banks  liable  for  the 
payment  of  specie  for  notes,  which  they  might  receive 
on  behalf  of  the  treasury,  and  which  might  cease  to 
be  convertible  into  specie.  Such  a construction  is 
opposed  by  the  Tombeckbe  bank,  in  its  letter  of  the 
13th  of  August,  IS  19,  [see  M.  No  5,  [66],  although 
the  president  of  that  institution  expresses  its  willing- 


sion  of  specie  payments  by  the  bank.  This  represen- 
tation being  corroborated  by  an  examination  of  the 
bank  statements  and  certificates,  as  appears  by  the 
secretary’s  report  to  the  house  of  the  27th  April, 
18 22;  and  there  being  then  some  reason  to  appre- 
hend a want  of  punctuality  or  of  good  faith  on  the 
part  of  the  bank  of  Edwardsville,  the  secretary  con- 
sented that  these  notes  should  be  transferred,  at  the 
ness  to  leave  the  construction  to  the  “justice  and  li-  risk  of  the  bank,  from  the  credit  of  the  treasurer  in 


beral  policy”  of  the  department.  It  is  more  empha 
tically  disclaimed,  however,  by  the  bank  of  Edwards- 
ville,  in  its  letter  to  the  secretary,  of  the  ISth  April, 
1S20,  [see  G.  No.  3,  [68],  and  in  its  letter  to  Mr.  Ed- 
wards, of  6th  Jan.  1820,  [see  A.  No.  2,  [119],  hereto- 
fore referred  to.  In  that  letter,  the  bank  maintains 
that  “It  is  not  supposed  that  auy  construction  of  the 
“conditions  upon  which  the  deposites  were  received, 
“can  render  the  bank  the  guarantee  of  those  banks, 
“because  it  would  be  contrary  to  every  principle  of 
“reason,  to  suppose  that  the  piapcr  of  other  banks, 
“ who  have  or  may  suspend  specie  payments,  shall, 
“ by  the  mere  act  of  deposite  in  this  institution,  by  the 
“ receivers,  be  converted  into  specie  or  its  equiva- 
“ lent,  and  this  bank  held  accountable  for  it,  as  such. 
“ We  are  persuaded  this  never  was  the  intention  of 
“the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  nor  can  be  inferred 
“ from  the  conditions  upon  which  the  deposites  are 
“ made  ” This  letter,  as  it  was  written  by  the  presi- 
dent of  the  bank  to  one  of  its  directors,  whom  it  had 
constituted  an  agent  for  negotiating  a modification  of 
its  arrangement  with  the  treasury,  may  be  naturally 
supposed  to  contain  its  real  views.  And,  although 
Mr.  Edwards  now  denies  the  construction  then  con- 
tended for  by  the  bank,  yet,  from  the  terms  in  which 
he  communicated  the  letter  to  the  secretary,  it  is 
presumed  that  he  then  gave  it  his  assent. 

But,  although  this  construction  could  not  be  formal- 
ly acknowledged  by  the  secretary,  without  leading  to 
the  evil  which  the  terms  of  these  arrangements  were 
partly  intended  to  prevent,  that,  of  “special  deposites,” 
yet  it  was  always  his  intention,  whenever  the  case 
presented  itself,  to  admit  such  an  interpretation  of 
the  contract,  as  might  be  equitable  and  not  injurious 
to  the  public  interest.  The  letter  of  the  Tombeckbe 
hank,  of  the  3rd  of  August,  1819,  stating  that  there 
were  then  on  hand,  in  that  institution,  $15,000,  in 
North  Carolina  notes,  which  had  been  received,  on 


that  bank,  to  the  credit  of  the  treasurer  in  the  bank 
of  Kentucky.  In  doing  so,  the  secretary  considered 
himself  not  only  satisfying  the  demands  of  equity,  but 
promoting  the  public  interest;  inasmuch  as  the  bank 
of  Kentucky,  though  it  had  suspended  the  payment  of 
specie,  was  known  to  be  solvent.  Although  the  notes, 
thus  transferred,  have  not  yet  been  paid,  the  most, 
positive  and  formal  assurance  has  been  given,  that 
the  debt  is  perfectly  safe,  and  will  most  certainly  be 
repaid  at  no  very  remote  period. 

Mr.  Edwards  has  offered  an  extract  from  the  se- 
cretary’s letter  of  the  11th  of  December,  181S,  to  the 
president  of  the  Planters’  and  Merchants’  bank  of 
Huntsville,  as  provingthat  the  secretary’s  conductin 
receiving  these  notes,  is  at  variance  with  his  own  in- 
terpretation of  the  obligations  of  the  banks  in  that  re- 
spect. But,  by  referring  to  the  letter  itself,  it  will  be 
found  that,  in  presenting  the  extract,  an  important 
omission  has  been  made,  by  which  the  secretary’s 
opinion  on  the  point  is  wholly  misrepresented.  As 
quoted  by  Mr.  Edwards,  thepassage  is  in  these  words: 
“In  making  the  Planters’  and  Merchants’  hank  of 
Huntsville  a place  of  deposite,  at  its  particular  solici- 
tation, it  was  expected  that  the  transfer  of  funds 
which  it  undertook  to  make,  would  be  effected  in 
funds  that  circulated  at  par  at  the  place  where  the 
transfer  was  directed.  As  the  receiver  had  been  di- 
rected to  receive  the  bills  of  no  banks  which  did  not 
discharge  them  in  specie  on  demand,  it  was  expected 
that  the  bank  would  be  answerable  for  the  amount  de- 
posited, in  specie,  or  in  bills  which  would  be  receiv- 
ed as  specie,  at  the  place  to  which  the  money  should 
be  directed  to  be  transferred,  unless  it  should  state 
the  contrary.  But,”  as  continues  the  secretary,  (and 
this  is  the  part  omitted  by  Mr.  Edwards),  “as  no  ex 
planation  of  this  nature  has  been  made  or  sought  on 
either  side,  this  requisition  will  not  be  rigorously 
required.”  There  is,  however,  no  question  concern- 


deposite,  for  the  treasurer,  and  which  it  had  not  yet  ling  this  bank,  as  no  uneurrent  notes  were  ever  re- 
been  able  to  exchange,  although  no  care  had  been  I ceived  from  it. 

spared  in  effecting  that  object,  “since  some  dif-  j The  charge  of  having  received  uncurrent  notes 
Acuities  were  understood  to  affect  the.  bank,”  pre-  | from  the  banks  of  Missouri,  Edwardsville  and  Tom- 
sen  ted  a case  of  this  kind.  At  that  time,  the  state  beckbe,  contrary  to  the  agreement  with  those  banks, 
bank  of  North  Carolina  had  not  stopped  payment,  al-  j and  contrary  to  law,  being  thus  answered,  there  rc- 
though  it  did  so  before  the  secretary’s  answer  was  | mains,  in  connection  with  this  branch  of  Mr.  Ed- 
communicated  to  the  Tombeckbe  bank.  The.  secre-  | wards’s  accusation  against  the  secretary,  only  that  of 
tary  having  called  upon  the  state  bank  to  disclose  having,  in  his  report  to  congress,  misstated  the  amount 
the  means  of  paying  such  of  its  notes  as  had  been  re-  { so  received.  Upon  a thorough  examination,  how- 
ceived  on  account  of  the  treasury,  and  having  been  lever,  it  is  asserted,  that  all  the  notes  received  from 
informed,  by  the  bank,  that  it  did  possess  the  means,  those  banks,  for  which  the  treasurer  did  not  receive 
and  would  speedily  apply  them  to  that  object,  con-  | a cash  credit  in  the  banks  to  which  they  were  trans- 
sented  that  these  notes  should  be  transferred  from  the  j ferred,  were  specified  in  the  report  made  by  the  se- 
eredit  of  the  treasurer,  in  the  Tombeckbe  bank,  to  jeretary  on  the  subject,  with  the  exception  of  285  dol- 
thecredit  of  the  treasurer,  in  the  state  bank  of  North  Mars,  in  notes  of  the  Franklin  bank  of  Alexandria, 
Carolina;  and  by  that  bank  they  were  afterwards  ! which  formed  part  of  the  funds  received  from  the 
paid,  as  were  all  the  other  claims,  of  every  kind,  j bank  of  Missouri,  agreeably  to  his  letter  of  20th  of 
which  the  treasury  had  upon  it.  j March,  1820,  but  which,  in  his  report  of  the  14th 

The  case  of  the  Edwardsville  bank,  added  to  the  j February,  1822,  were  accidentally  omitted  to  be  men- 
cquitable  considerations  which  were  presented  in  tioned.  That  there  was  no  intentional  concealment 
that  of  the  Tombeckbe  bank,  were  considerations  I on  this  subject,  is  evident  from  the  manner  in  which 
of  policy.  The  communication  of  the  honorable  R.  the  secretary  complied  with  that  part  of  Hie  resolu- 
M.  Johnson,  made  on  behalf  of  the  bank,  and  refer-  , tion  which  referred  to  it.  By  the  resolution,  he  was 
red  to  in  the  secretary’s  letter  of  the  2d  February,  required  to  state  whether  any  uneurrent  or  depre- 
1S21,  (see  G.  No.  8,  [66],  which  communication  "was  ciatcd  paper  had  been  received  from  certain  banks, 
made  with  the  concurrence  of  Mr.  Edwards,  stated  which  the  government  was  not  bourn  to  receive.  As 
that  the  hank  had  on  hand  upwards  of  $20,000,  in  the  secretary  was  of  op'ui  . ■'  all  the  paper  of 

notes  of  the  bank  of  Kentucky,  which  had  been  re-  that  description  which  he  had  received  from  those 
••rived  on  account  of  the  treasurer  before  the  suspen- ! banks,  was  paper  that  he  was  hound  to  receive,  he 
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might,  without  blame,  have  answered,  that  none  such 
as  were  alluded  to  in  the  resolution,  had  been  receiv- 
ed. Desirous,  however,  to  put  the  house  in  posses- 
sion cf  all  the  facts,  he  stated  -what  uncurrent  paper 
had  been  received,  and  why  it  had  been  received; 
and  he  included  in  the  statement,  paper  to  the  amount 
of  several  thousand  dollars,  which,  at  the  time  he 
made  his  deposite,  had  actually  been  paid  in  cash. 
Under  these  circumstances,  it  might  have  been  rea- 
sonably supposed,  that  this  trivial  omission  was,  as 
was  truly  the  case,  wholly  accidental  and  uninten- 
tional. 

The  charge  of  withholding  letters  and  information 
called  for  by  the  house,  rests  upon  no  better  founda-  i 
tion.  This,  however,  may  have  originated  in  part,  in 
the  want  of  attention  to  the  true  import  of  the  reso-  | 
lution  under  which  these  letters  and  information  j 
were  called  for.  The  resolution  of  the  house,  of  the  j 
9th  January,  1822,  as  printed,  required  “a  statement  j 
shewing  in  what  banks  the  moneys  received  from  the 
sale  of  the  public  lands  have  deposited,  since  the 
1st  January,  1818;  the  contracts  uhder  which  the 
said  deposites  have  been  made;  the  correspondence 
between  them  and  the  treasury  department  relative  : 
thereto,  &c.  &c.  It  has  been  doubted,  whether,  accord-  j 
ing  to  the  proper  rules  of  construction,  the  correspon-  i 
deuce  here  called  for,  related  to  any  thing  more  than  j 
the  contracts.  It  is  believed,  however,  that  this  doubt  j 
gives  place  to  certainty  upon  an  inspection  of  the  re-  : 
solution,  as  transmitted  to  the  secretary  by  the  clerk  cf  j 
the  house,  between  which  and  the  resolution,  as  print-  i 
ed,  there  is  a remarkable  difference  in  the  punctuation. 
That  which  appears  in  the  latter  as  the  first  member  of  j 
a sentence,  terminating  with  a semicolon,  is  in  theori-  j 
glnal.  (see  annexed  No.  41)  which  is  herewith  trans-  j 
mitted,  a - mplete  sentence  ending  with  a period.  ! 
By  this  difference,  the  words  “relative  thereto,”  arej 
made  applicable  exclusively  to  the  contracts;  and,  of 
course,  the  correspondence  required  by  the  resolu- 
tion, is  the  correspondence  between  those  banks  and 
the  treasury,  relative  to  the  contracts  under  which 
the  moneys  received  from  the  sajes  of  public  lanas, 
since  the  1st  January,  ISIS,  have  been  deposited. 

It  will  be  seen,  however,  that,  in  the  collection  of 
the  correspondence,  it  was  not  confined  to  that  object; 
but  that,  in  addition  to  every  thing  that  related  there- 
to, there  was  communicated  so  much  of  the  other 
correspondence  with  the  banks  referred  to,  as  would 
enable  the  house  to  form  a just  opinion  of  the  whole 
subject,  not  only  of  the  arrangements  with  these 
banks  in  this  particular,  but  of  the  relationship  sub- 
sisting between  them  and  the  treasury. 

The  resolution  of  the  house,  cf  the  12th  March, 
1822,  had  reference  only  to  three  banks,  those  of  Ed- 
wardsville,  Tombeckbeand  Missouri;  it  called  for  no 
correspondence  except  in  relation  to  the  bank  of  Mis- 
souri, and  as  it  required  all  the  correspondence  in 
relation  to  that  bank  not  before  communicated,  all 
such  correspondence  that  could  be  found  was  trans- 
mitted. Yet,  although  these  two  resolutions  are 
distinct  from  each  other  in  their  requirements,  Mr. 
Edwards  affects  to  consider  every  letter  which  was 
communicated  under  the  latter  as  having  been  impro- 
perly withheld  under  the  former. 

That  some  of  the  papers  transmitted  under  this  re- 
solution, might  not,  with  propriety,  and,  perhaps,  with 
advantage,  have  been  sent  under  the  first  resolution,  is 
not  asserted.  Yvhether  any  such,  if  such  there  be, 
were  accidentally  omitted,  or  whether  they  were  not 
deemed  necessary  to  an  understanding  the  subject,  is 
not  now  recollected.  As  there  was  no  consciousness 
on  the  part  of  the  secretary  that  any  of  his  transac- 
tions required  concealment,  or  merited  censure,  and 
as  it  was  supposed  that  the  object  of  the  resolution 
was  exclusively  to  obtain  information,  the  whole  aim 
in  selecting  the  papers  and  making  the  communica- 
tion, was  to  put  the  house  in  possession  of  such  infor- 


mation, and  such  only,  as  would  best  serve  to  eluci" 
date  the  subject  to  which  it  related. 

But,  to  whatever  cause  the  omission  of  any  of 
these  papers  is  attributable,  the  omission  itself  is  un- 
important. It  is  believed,  that  the  papers  commu- 
nicated under  the  second  resolution,  or  the  great  mass 
which  has  been  communicated  under  the  third  reso- 
lution, disclose  no  new  fact  which  it  was  important, 
in  relation  to  the  subject  of  the  resolution,  either  to 
communicate  or  to  withhold.  The  idea  of  conceal- 
ment was  wholly  out  of  the  question.  The  delicate 
nature  of  many  of  the  letters  communicated-  under 
the  first  resolution,  shows,  perhaps,  a leaning  the 
other  way.  But,  there  was  really  nothing  of  mo- 
ment to  be  concealed  The  general  outline  of  the 
arrangements  with  the  western  banks  was  well 
known.  T hey  had  been  published  in  most  cf  the 
newspapers  in  the  countries  interested  in  them;  and 
they  were  familiar  to  many  gentlemen  in  congress, 
some  of  whom  had  been  among  the  first  to  press  upon 
the  secretary  the  necessity  and  advantage  of  such 
arrangements. 

Disclaiming,  then,  in  the  most  unqualified  manner, 
any  wish  or  intention  in  the  secretary  of  concealing 
any  part  of  his  conduct  in  relation  to  those  banks,  the 
opinion  is  confidently  repeated,  that,  after  an  exami- 
nation of  all  the  correspondence  that  has  been,  at 
various  times,  communicated  to  the  house,  it  will  be 
found,  that,  although  more  ample  details  are  exhibit- 
ed, because  the  papers  subsequently  presented  are 
more  numerous,  as  clear  and  faithful  a view  of  the 
connection  between  the  western  banks  and  the  trea- 
sury was  presented,  under  the  first  resolution,  as  is 
exhibited  in  the  whole  mass  of  the  correspondence. 
But,  if  the  fact  were  otherwise,  nothing  could  be  more 
unjust  than  to  consider  the  omission  of  every  letter, 
not  communicated  under  that  resolution,  as  a sup- 
pression with  an  improper  design. 

Although  these  explanations  may  be  deemed  a suf- 
ficient answer  to  Mr.  Edwards’s  charge  of  suppres- 
sion, generally,  yet,  there  are  some  particular  in- 
stances which  he  has  specially  dwelt  upon,  and  to 
which  he  attaches  particular  importance,  that  it  may 
be  well  specially  to  notice.  The  first  of  these  is,  the 
circumstance  that  “extracts”  were  communicated, 
instead  of  entire  letters,  in  parts  of  the  correspon- 
dence with  the  Planters’  and  Merchants’  bank  of 
Huntsville. 

By  referring  to  the  letters  alluded  to,  and  which 
have  been  transmitted  entire,  under  the  last  resolu- 
j tion  of  the  house,  it  will  be  seen,  that  the  parts  omit- 
! ted  to  he  communicated,  relate  to  an  occurrence 
; wholly  of  a temporary  nature,  entirely  unimportant 
in  itsedf,  and  having  no  hearing  whatever  on  the  sub- 
ject of  a call.  It  seems  that,  after  the  termination 
| of  the  arrangement  between  the  bank  of  the  United 
j States  and  the  bank  at  Huntsville,  the  cashier  of  the 
former  drew  certain  drafts  upon  the  amount  standing 
I at  his  credit  in  the  latter  bank.  These,  the  bank  at 
i Huntsville  declined  to  pay,  under  an  erroneous  idea, 

; that  it  was  accountable  to  the  treasury  for  the  money, 
i As  soon  as  this  was  made  known  to  the  secretary. 

{ he  wrote  to  the  Huntsville  bank,  to  remove  the  mis- 
i understanding.  The  bank  justified  itself,  by  quoting 
i certain  expressions  of  the  secretary’s  circular  of 
I July,  1S19.  The  secretary  replied  that,  if  the  bank 
j had  quoted  correctly,  the  circular  must  have  been 
imperfect,  and  desired  to  have  it  sent  back  for  ex- 
; animation.  It  was  sent  back;  was  found  to  be  inac- 
curately copied;  the  misunderstanding  w 'as  removed: 

; the  drafts  were  paid;  and  there  the  whole  matter  end- 
j ed.  In  the  passages  relating  to  this  subject,  notice 
| was  also  taken  of  the  accidental  omission  of  the  bank 
to  render  some  returns.  These  were  the  parts  ol 
j the  letters  in  the  correspondence  which  were  not 
communicated;  and  this- explanation  will  show,  with 
1 what  little  reason  it  has  been  inferred,  that  every 
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omission  in  the  correspondence  contains  something  i 
which  the  secretary  must  have  an  improper  motive  to  | 
conceal. 

These  observations  apply  to  all  the  extracts  trans- 1 
mitted  in  that  correspondence,  except  the  letter  of  I 
the  president  of  the  Huntsville  bank,  of  the  30th 
September,  1819.  As  this  letter  does  not  appear  to 
have  been  transmitted  under  the  last  resolution,  it  is 
presumed  to  have  been  mislaid.  The  purport  of  the  i 
preceding  part  of  it,  is  not  recollected,  but  search  is  | 
now  making  for  it,  and  as  soon  as  it  is  found,  it  will 
be  communicated. 

An  additional  importance  is  attached,  by  Mr.  Ed- 
wards, to  the  circumstance  of  “extracts”  being  sent 
in  this  case,  as  contradicting  that  part  of  the  secre- 
tary’s testimony  before  a former  select  committee  of 
the  house,  which,  speaking  of  the  correspondence,  ge- 
nerally, states,  that,  in  consequence  of  the  pressure 
of  business,  the  original  letters  and  rough  drafts  had 
been  communicated  under  the  resolution  of  the  14th 
February,  1822.  No  such  contradiction,  however,  can 
be  imagined,  without  misinterpreting  the  obvious  im- 
port of  the  secretary’s  words.  He  spoke  of  the  com- 
munications generally;  and  it  is  a fact  well  known, 
that  it  consisted  almost  entirely  of  originals  and 
rough  drafts.  But  it  is  irreconcileable  with  common 
sense,  to  suppose  that  he  meant  to  convey  the  idea, 
that  papers,  which  bore  on  their  face  the  title  of  “ex- 
tracts,” which  he  had  himself  communicated  and 
described  as  “extracts,”  were  either  originals  or 
rough  drafts. 

Neither  the  secretary  nor  Mr.  Diekins  has  any 
where  said,  in  their  testimony,  as  Mr.  Edwards  sup- 
posess,  that  the  latter  delivered  all  the  originals  and 
rough  drafts  to  the  secretary,  and  that  the  secretary 
sent  them  all  to  the  house.  The  fact  is  otherwise. 
All  the  correspondence  with  the  banks  referred  to 
was  not  called  for,  as  has  been  already  shown;  nor 
was  it  ever  asserted  that  all  was  sent.  Mr.  Diekins 
collected,  as  he  has  stated,  ail  the  correspondence  j 
that  he  could  find,  filed  and  unfiled,  that  was  likely  to  j 
have  any  bearing  on  the  subject;  from  this  he  select-  I 
ed  such  as,  in  his  judgment,  was  required  by  the  re-  j 
solution;  and  such  “extracts”  as  were  made,  were ' 
made  under  the  exercise  of  this  judgment.  After  the  i 
papers  had  been  thus  selected  and  arranged,  he  laid  | 
them  before  the  secretary,  together  with  such  state- 
ments, in  relation  to  other  parts  of  the  resolution,  as 
the  secretary  might  require  for  his  report.  These 
papers  were  in  the  possession  of  the  secretary  while 
he  prepared  his  report;  but  were  referred  to  no  fur- 
ther than  was  necessary  for  that  object;  and  the  cor- 
respondence, thus  prepared  by  Mr.  Diekins,  was 
transmitted,  in  the  same  state,  to  the  house.  This  j 
circumstance  will  explain  the  appearance  of  the 
marks  on  the  passages  which  Mr.  Diekins  has  stated  I 
to  have  been  marked  by  him  for  the  purpose  of  call-  | 
iug  the  secretary’s  attention  to  them;  and  which,  if, 
they  had  been  observed  by  the  secretary,  would  have  ! 
been  acted  on  by  him,  either  by  directing  the  marks 
to  be  removed,  or  extracts,  excluding  those  passages, 
to  be  prepared. 

To  remove  all  pretext  for  the  insinuation  which  Mr. 
Edwards  has  founded  upon  the  circumstance  of  Mr. 
Diekins  having  been  employed  to  select  the  papers 
in  this  case,  instead  of  Mr.  Jones,  the  chief  clerk,  to 
whom  it  had  been  usual  to  commit  the  selection  of 
papers  required  by  congress,  it  is  proper  to  state, 
that  the  resolution  of  the  house  did,  in  this  instance, 
take  the  usual  course  of  reference  to  Mr.  Jones;  and 
that  it  was  at  his  request,  and  upon  his  suggestion  of 
the  propriety  of  referring  it  to  Mr.  Diekins,  because 
of  his  better  knowledge  of  the  subject,  that  the  duty 
was  transferred  to  him. 

There  is  one  other  omission  in  the  correspondence 
which  has  been  emphatically  alluded  to  by  Mr.  Ed- 
wards;  and  which  shall,  therefore,  be  particularly 


noticed.  It  is  a letter  from  the  secretary  to  the  pre- 
sident of  the  bank  at  Huntsville,  of  the  9th  cf  July, 
1919;  and  is  more  than  once  referred  to  in  other  parts 
of  the  correspondence:  whether  it  had  been  com- 
municaied  or  not,  was  never  a subject  of  investiga- 
tion with  the  secretary,  until  the  notice  taken  of  it  in 
Mr.  Edwards’s  address  rendered  the  inquiry  neces- 
sary. After  a thorough  examination,  however,  it 
could  not  be  found,  either  among  the  records  or 
rough  drafts;  but,  on  referring,  as  a last  resort,  to  a 
file  of  confidential  correspondence,  which  is  kept  by 
Mr.  Jones,  the  rough  draft  of  the  letter  was  there 
discovered.  A copy  of  it  is  herewith  transmitted." 
According  to  the  views  with  which  the  correspon- 
dence w as  selected  under  the  first  resolution  of  the 
house,  this  letter  was  one  which  would  have  been  then 
communicated.  It  is  believed,  however,  that  the 
sentiments  and  opinions  disclosed  in  it  are  far  from 
furnishing  a subject  of  blame  to  the  secretary;  and,  as 
he  had  communicated  a letter,  of  similar  import, 
written  on  the  same  day,  to  the  Torabeckbe  bank,  it 
may  be  inferred  that  it  was  not- withheld  by  any  im- 
proper considerations  of  delicacy  in  respect  to  the 
matter  to  which  they  both  relate,  from  communicat- 
ing this  letter  also.  It  is  believed  that  the  letter  to 
the  Tombeckbe  bank,  of  the  9th  of  July,  1819,  was 
also  marked  ‘confidential,’  and  the  opinion  is  strength- 
ened by  the  reference  made  to  it  as  “confidential,” 
by  the  president  of  the  bank  in  his  letter  of  the  13th 
August,  IS  19.f  The  word  “confidential”  was  proba- 
bly omitted,  through  inadvertence,  in  the  copy  that 
was  retained  in  the  department;  and  thus  it  went 
upon  the  ordinary  record.  If  this  opinion  is  correct, 
the  communication  of  this  letter  corroborates  the  fact, 
that  the  omission  to  communicate  the  letter  to  the 
Huntsville  bank,  was  not  owing  to  the  matters  it  con- 
tained, but  to  the  circumstance  of  its  being  on  a file 
not  before  the  person  by  whom  the  correspondence 
was  selected. 

The  secretary  is  not  aware  that  any  other  letters 
on  the  confidential  file  appertain  to  the  objects  of  the 
present  inquiry.  He  submits,  however,  such  of  them 
as  are  addressed  to  banks  to  the  examination  of  the 
committee.  He  takes  the  occasion,  also,  to  tender  to 
the  committee,  as  he  did  to  the  committee  appointed 
under  the  resolution  of  the  oth  of  February,  1823,  the 
inspection  of  any  of  the  records  or  correspondence 
in  the  department,  that  may  be  deemed  necessary  to 
elucidate  any  of  the  matters  connected  with  the  in- 
quiry. 

Having  disposed  of  all  the  minor  topics  of  accusa- 
tion brought  against  the  secretary  in  Mr.  Edwards’s 
address,  it  now  remains  to  notice  the  grave  charge 
which  he  has  preferred,  of  having  mismanaged  the 
national  funds.  As  far  as  this  charge  is  founded  upon 
the  particular  transactions  which  have  formed  the 
subject  of  the  foregoing  observations,  it  is  presumed 
lobe  sufficiently  refuted.  The  only  remaining  ground 
of  charge  then  is,  the  measure  of  employing  the  stale 
banks  as  depositories  of  the  public  moneys  in  the 
western  country. 

The  circumstances  by  which  this  measure  w’as  ren- 
dered necessary,  and  the  views  with  which  it  was 
adopted,  under  the  sanction  of  the  president  of  the 
United  States,  have  already  been  explained  in  the  se- 
cretary’s report,  of  the  14th  of  February,  1822, 
and,  in  his  letter  to  the  select  committee,  of  the  24th 
of  February,  1823,  to  which  a reference  is  now  re- 
quested. It  may  be  proper,  however,  to  remark  here, 
that,  throughout  the  western  country,  a general  and 
severe  distress  had  followed  the  resumption  of  specie 
payments.  On  the  part  of  the  treasury,  every  dispo- 
sition had  been  entertained  to  make  the  demands  of 
the  government  press  lightly  on  a suffering  people. 


*See  annexed,  No.  42. 
fSee  M.  No.  5.  [66.] 
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letter  of  the  5th  June,  1819,  speaking  of  one  of  the 
districts  in  that  state,  makes  the  following  represen- 
tation: “I  am  well  assured,  from  my  own  knowledge, 
and  the  letters  of  respectable  gentlemen  in  that  part 
of  the  country,  that,  if  every  note  that  will  be  re- 
ceived in  payment  of  land,  and  every  dollar  of  spe- 
cie that  is  in  the  country,  were  in  the  hands  of  those 
indebted  to  the  government  for  land,  it  would  be  in- 


With  this  view  the  receivers  and  collectors  had  been 
■authorized,  generally,  to  receive,  in  payments  to  the 
United  States,  all  the  specie  paying  bank  notes  in  cir- 
culation; and  the  bank  of  the  U.  States  had  liberal- 
ly seconded  the  views  of  the  treasury,  by  authorizing 
the  reception  of  these  funds  from  the  receivers  and 
collectors.  This  experiment,  though  it  gave  relief  to 
the  public  debtors,  had  been  found  injurious  to  the 
welfare  of  the  bank;  and,  by  a proper  regard  for  its  ! sufficient  to  enable  more  than  one  tenth  man  of  our 
own  safety,  that  institution  considered  itself  con- ! settlers  to  comply  with  his  engagement.  I almost 
strained  to  decline  the  reception  of  almost  all  those  j daily  receive  letters  from  the  people  of  Shawneetown 
funds  which  form  the  currency  of  that  portion  of  the  land  district,  and  of  that  part  of  Illinois  included  in 
country,  and  of  those  which,  alone,  it  could  prudently  the  Vincennes  district,  stating  that  they  are  in  a situa- 
take,  scarcely  any  where  in  circulation.  What  effect , tion  truly  distressing,  and  that,  unless  there  be  some 
this  change  had  upon  the  state  of  things,  may  be  in-  j amelioration  in  the  directions  to  the  receivers,  that 
ferred  from  a few  extracts  from  some  of  the  commu-  j the  time  is  but  very  short  until  they  expect  to  see  the 
nications  which  were  about  that  time  made  to  the  : little  farm  and  dwelling  they  have  provided  for  the  sup- 
secretary in  relation  to  the  subject:  j port  and  shelter  of  themselves  and  family,  torn  from 

“The  debtors  of  the  United  States,”  say  the  direc-  j them  by  the  merciless  avaricious  speculator.  I am 
tors  of  the  bank  of  Vincennes,  in  their  memorial  of  sorry  to  be  constrained  to  say,  that  their  apprehen- 
the  9th  January,  1819,*  “in  the  wrestern  country,  la-  sions  are  but  too  justly  predicated,  and  that  they  re- 
bor  under  distressing  and  almost  insuperable  difficul-  j present  facts.” 

ties  in  meeting  their  engagements;  not  so  much  from  j These  are  letters  which  have  presented  themselves 
the  want  of  means,  as  from  the  scarcity  of  such  funds  on  a hasty  reference  to  the  files  of  the  department, 
as  are  receivable  in  payment  of  public  lands.  Should  It  is  well  remembered,  however,  that  numerous  and 
the  country  continue  in  its  present  situation  with  re-  earnest  personal  representations  were  made  by  other 
spect  to  these  funds,  many  an  honest  citizen,  many  gentlemen  in  congress,  both  as  to  the  pecuniary  dis- 
an  industrious  farmer,  who  has  migrated  to  this  coun-  tresses  of  the  western  country,  and  the  necessity  of 
try,  and  has  paid  his  last  eighty  dollars  as  a first  in-  I a change  in  the  existing  regulations.  Representations 
stal  nent  on  his  quarter-section  of  land,  will  be  com-  I like  these  could  not  be  received  with  indifference.  It. 
pelled,  at  the  end  of  five  years,  to  leave  his  favorite  J is  to  be  recollected,  also,  that,  at  the  time  when  this 
spot,  his  cabin,  and  all  the  comfortable  improvements, ! state  of  things  existed,  the  debt  due  for  public  lands 
which  the  labor  of  his  own  hands  has  acquired,  and,  ■ amounted  to  about  twenty  millions  of  dollars;  the 
with  Iiis  wife  and  children,  seek  a new  home,  without ! greatest  part  of  which  had  been  contracted  during 
m ey  to  procure  it.  And  why?  Because  the  pro- j the  suspension  of  specie  payments.  Upon,  mature  re- 
duce of  his  farm,  although  he  may  ha'v  6 an  abundance'  flection,  therefore,  and  with  the  approbation  of  the 
to  spare,  will  not  command  such  funds  as  government  I president,  it  was  deemed  advisable  to  make  the  ar- 
demand  for  the  completion  of  his  payments.”  Other  i rangements  with  the  western  banks,  which  are  the 
representations,  which  are  herewith  transmitted,  j subject  of  Mr.  Edwards’s  condemnation, 
from  senators  and  representatives,  whose  character  1 The  details  of  these  arrangements  are  so  fully  ex- 
is  a sufficient  guarantee  for  the  truth  of  their  state-  j hibited  in  the  secretary’s  former  communications  on 
merits,  corroborate  these  views.  The  hon.  Mr.  Her-  ; the  subject,  that  it  is  not  thought  necessary  here  to 


rick,  in  a letter  of  the  11th  of  March,  ISIS, f consi 
ders  the  adoption  of  some  measures  on  the,  subject  as 
desirable,  as  well  with  a view  to  relieve  the  people,  as 
to  preserve  their,  affections  for  the  present  adminis- 
tration of  the  general  government.  The  hon.  Waller 
Taylor,  in  a letter  of  the  31st  March,  1818,  encloses 
a letter  from  a respectable  source,  stating  that  twen- 
ty per  cent,  had  been  given  by  those  who  had  pay- 
ments to  make  in  the  land-offices,  to  obtain  such  mo- 
ney as  would  be  received;  that  few  entries  of  land 
were  made;  and  that,  many  who  had  come  from  a dis- 
tance to  enter  land,  had  gone  away  without  doing  so, 
because  the  money  they  had  brought,  though  consist- 
ing of  the  notes  of  banks  of  established  character, 
could  not  be  received.  And  Mr.  Taylor  concurs  in 
opinion,  that  the.  operation  of  the  existing  system 
was  prejudical  to  the  purchasers  of  public  lands,  as 
well  as  the  citizens  of  the  state.  In  a joint  letter  ad- 
dressed to  the  secretary,  on  the  18th  April,  1818,  by 
fourteen  western  members  of  congress,  viz:  the  hon. 
Joseph  Desha,  William  II.  Harrison,  Robert  Moore, 
Henry  Baldwin,  William  Hendricks,  James  Noble, 
Waller  Taylor,  Richard  C.  Anderson,  Levi  Barber, 
Thomas  Speed,  John  W.  Campbell,  Samuel  Herrick, 
Peter  Hitchcock  and  Philemon  Beecher,  these  gen- 
tlemen all  concur  in  stating,  that  “every  mail  from 


explain  them. 

As  far  as  the  interests  of  the  people,  and  of  the 
treasury,  were  concerned,  it  is  believed  that  those  ar- 
rangements were  nolmerely  defensible, but  commend- 
able. As  far  as  the  measure  affected  the  interests 
of  the  bank  of  the  United  States,  it  it  believed  to  be 
equally  deserving  of  approbation.  In  a letter,  writ- 
ten by  the  secretary  to  the  president  of  that  institu- 
tion on  the  14th  September,  1819,  he  thus  explained 
the  motives,  which,  as  far  as  the  bank  was  concerned, 
influenced  his  course  on  the  subject. 

“It  has  been  my  constant  endeavor,  for  more  than 
twelve  months  past,  to  prevent,  as  far  as  practicable, 
ail  collision  between  the  bank  of  the  United  States 
and  the  state  banks;  as  far,  at  least,  as  that  collision 
might  be  connected  with  the  transactions  of  this  de- 
partment. It  is  not  my  intention,  therefore,  to  give 
drafts  upon  the  state  banks  for  public  money,  without 
previously  arranging  with  them  the  mode  of  pay- 
ment.” 

“Acting  upon  the  same  principle,  I have  endeavor- 
ed, in  the  course  of  the  present  year,  to  make  ar- 
rangements with  the  state  banks  in  the  western  states, 


by  which  they  should  become  the  depositories  of  the 
public  money  collected  in  that  section  of  the  union. 
I considered  the  deposites  there  positively  injurious 
the  west  brings  us  the  complaints  and  requests  of  the  I to  the  bank  for  the  following  reasons,”  viz: 
people,  on  the  subject  of  the  pecuniary  state  of  our  “1st.  That  the  offices  had  already  extended  their 
country;”  and  they  conclude  by  recommending,  as  a discounts  in  Ohio  and  Kentucky,  farther  than  w:  : 
measure  of  vital  importance,  the  reception  of  such  consistent  with  the  interest  of  the  bank.” 


western  paper,  of  specie  paying  banks,  as  were  m 
good  credit.  The  hon.  J.  McLean,  of  Illinois,  in  a 


*Page  48  of  document  [No.  66.] 
+See  annexed  Nos.  48,  44,  45,  4G. 


2d.  That  every  dollar  deposited  in  them  on  ac- 
count of  the  government,  that  could  not  be  disbursed 


there,  would  have  to  be  employed  in  discounts,  or 
transferred  to  the  hank  in  Philadelphia,  or  its  eastern 
offices.” 
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“3d.  That,  owing  to  the  state  of  exchange,  trans- 
fers could  only  be  made  by  the  transportation  ol 
specie  across  the  mountains. 

“4th.  That,  owing  to  the  geographical  position  of 
Kentucky  and  Ohio,  the  public  expenditure  would 
be  extremely  limited. 

“5th.  That  the  transportation  of  specie  from  the  j 
western  to  the  eastern  states,  by  the  bank,  invariably  J 
had  produced,  and  would  continue  to  produce,  irrita-  j 
tion  in  the  public  mind  against  the  bank. 

“An  additional  reason  for  endeavoring  to  make  I 
state  banks,  in  that  section  of  the  union,  the  deposito-  J 
ries  of  the  public  money,  was  to  increase  the  receipts,  j 
by  enabling  the  public  debtors  to  pay  in  the  notes  of  j 
specie  paying  banks,  which  would  not  be  received  by  j 
the  officers  of  the  bank,  and  which  could  not  be  re-  i 
ceived  by  them,  without  increasing  that  collision  ■ 
which  it  was  my  desire  to  diminish.” 

These  views,  it  is  believed,  were  too  just,  not  to  j 
meet  the  approbation  of  the  distinguished  individual  j 
who  presided  over,  and  of  the  enlightened  board  1 
which  then  directed  the  affairs  of  that  institution.  Ac-  ! 
cordingly,  Mr.  Cheves,  in  his  answer  of  the  5th  Octo- 
ber, 18 19,  thus  expresses  himself:  “The  board  en- 

tirely concurs  with  you  in  the  views  you  take,  as  to 
the  government  collections  and  deposites  in  the 
western  states,  which  they  believe  to  be  calculated  to 
ease  the  moneyed  pressure  on  that  portion  of  the 
country,  as  well  as  to  meet  the  interests  of  the 
government,  and  relieve  the  bank  from  embarras- 
sing collisions  with  local  banking  institutions.” 

It  happened,  however,  that  in  three  of  the  pldces 
Where  the  banks  were  situated,  with  which  the  se- 
cretary had  made  these  arrangements,  branches  of 
the  bank  of  the  United  States  were  also  established. 
By  the  charter  of  that  bank,  it  was  the  duty  of  the  se- 
cretary to  have  stated  to  congress,  at  its  next  session, 
the  reasons  why  he  had  directed  deposites  of  the  pub- 
lic money  to  be  made  in  these  three  banks.  This 
statement,  through  inadvertence,  was  not  made,  as 
the  secretary  has  stated  in  his  letter  of  the  24th  Feb- 
ruary, 1823,  to  the  select  committee  of  the  house. 
But,  as  a full  explanation  of  the  motives  of  these  ar- 
rangements had  been  made  to  the  bank  of  the  United 
States,  whose  interests  it  was  the  object  of  that  pro- 
vision in  the  charter  to  guard,  and  as  that  institution 
had  approved  of  the  arrangements,  and  as  the  ar- 
rangements themselves  had  been  published  in  various 
newspapers;  and  as  the  facts  which  were  to  be  re- 
ported to  congress  were  of  general  notoriety,  it  is 
submitted,  whether  the  secretary  could  have  had  any 
motive  for  withholding  the  formal  communication  of 
the  information  to  congress. 

Of  the  policy  of  the  measure  adopted  by  the  secre- 
tary in  the  employment  of  the  western  banks,  it  is 
presumed  there  can  be  no  doubt.  That  it  has  not 
been  entirely  successful,  is  considered  to  be  subject 
rather  of  regret  than  of  censure.  But,  that  it  has 
been  mainly  beneficial,  it  is  thought,  will  not  be  de- 
nied by  those  who  candidly  examine  the  subject  in  all 
its  bearings.  And,  although  very  little  ultimate  loss 
is  expected,  yet.  if  the  whole  sum  now  due  by  those 
banks  which  iiave  stopped  payment,  were  to  be  lost, 
it  is  believed  that  the  advantages  which  have  resulted 
to  the  country,  will  have  been  cheaply  purchased  at 
that  cost. 

As  some  misunderstanding,  in  respect  to  the  spe- 
cial deposites,  seems  to  prevail  in  the  public  mind, 
resulting  from  the  misrepresentations  that  have  been 
made  on  the  subject,  it  may  be  proper  to  take  this 
occasion  to  remove  it. 

About  the  time  that  the  present  secretary  of  the 
treasury  took  charge  of  that  department,  the  special 
deposite  amounted  to  upwards  of  three  millions  of 
dollars,  being,  on  the  31st  of  December,  1816, 
$3,031,459,  all  of  which  has  since  been  converted  in- 
1o  cash  funds,  except  $291,803.  At  the  date  of  the 


secretary’s  report  of  the  27th  of  February,  1823,  the 
amount  of  the  special  deposite  was  $927,107,  in- 
cluding the  $291,803  abovementioned.  Of  this  sum  of 
927,107  dollars,  about  $64,000  dolls,  have  since  been 
paid.*  Hence,  it  appears,  that,  of  the  whole  sum 
now  on  special  deposite,  only  about  $671,000,  in- 
cluding the  sum  due  by  the  defaulting  western  banks, 
have  become  special  during  the  present  secretary’s 
administration  of  the  department  When  it  is  con- 
sidered, that  this  embraces  a period  of  about  seven 
years,  during  which  great  disorders  have  existed, 
and  a great  revolution  has  been  etfected  in  the  cur- 
rency, and  during  which,  upwards  of  one  hundred 
and  sixty-three  millions  of  dollars  have  been  paid  in- 
to the  treasury,  exclusive  of  loans  and  treasury  notes; 
and  that,  of  this  sum,  upwards  of  twenty-one  millions 
and  a half  of  dollars  having  been  received,  from  the 
sale  of  lands,  and  internal  duties  and  taxes,  must  have 
been  collected  in  those  portions  of  the  country 
wrhere  the  greatest  disorders  existed;  when  these 
circumstances  are  considered,  it  is  believed  that  the 
sum  which  has  become  uncurrent  during  the  secre- 
tary’s administration  of  the  treasury,  instead  of  fur- 
nishing ground  either  of  censure  or  surprise,  by  its 
magnitude,  justifies  the  conclusion,  that,  in  this  res- 
pect, as  he  trusts,  xvill  be  found  the  case  in  all  others, 
the  secretary  of  the  treasury  has  not  mismanaged  the 
national  funds. 

In  conclusion,  the  secretary  has  the  honor  to  state, 
that,  although  it  is  believed  that  every  material 
charge  contained  in  the  address  of  Mr.  Edwards,  has 
now  been  satisfactorily  explained,  yet  if,  in  the  opi- 
nion of  the  committee,  any  further  explanation  he 
deemed  necessary,  it  will  afford  him  pleasure  to  give 
it,  either  personally  or  in  writing. 


!C3*Tt  is  agreed,  by  both  houses,  that  congress  shall 
adjourn  on  the  27th  inst.  If,  (which,  however,  is  not 
likely),  Mr.  Edwards  should  arrive  before  that  time, 
it  is  possible  that  the  close  of  the  session  may  be  fur- 
ther protracted. 

JCjP’It  will  be  seen  that  the  tariff  bill  has  passed 
both  houses,  and  it  is  asserted  that  it  will  receive  the 
sanction  of  the  president.  Its  opponents,  modified  as 
it  has  been,  now  appear  to  regard  it  as  a revenue  bill. 
Some  particulars  relative  to  the  matter  are  collected, 
but,  of  necessity,  postponed.  The  bill,  as  amended, 
shall  be  published  entire. 

iCPThe  “Federal  Republican”  says  that  I gave 
credit  for  the  letter  from  lord  Erskine  to  gen.  Washing- 
ton, inserted  in  this  paper  of  the  8th  inst.  to  the  “Fe- 
deral Gazette,”  instead  of  the  first  named  paper.  It. 
was  a mistake — probably  of  the  compositor,  but  one 
of  a character  that  I am  not  willing  to  make,  hav- 
ing every  day  reason  to  prefer  charges  of  omissions 
of  credit  against  others. 


*This  sum  consists  of  $5,220  76  received  from 
the  Miami  Exporting  company,  $18,726  40  from  the 
hank  of  Huntsville,  and  $40,943  38  in  discharge 
of  the  debt  due  by  the  branch  bank  of  Kentucky  at 
Louisville. 

It  is  believed,  however,  that  it  will  now  be  proper  to 
include  in  the  special  deposite  the  sum  due  by  the 
bank  of  Columbia,  amounting  to  $278,361  87;  of  this 
sum,  all  but  $40,000  were  special,  when  the  present 
secretary  came  into  the  treasury,  and  was  placed  in 
this  bank  for  the  purpose  of  being  converted  into 
cash  funds,  as  stated  in  the  secretary’s  report  of  the 
14th  of  February,  1822.  Having  etfected  this  object, 
the  bank  is  not  now  in  a condition  to  refund  the  mo- 
ney, but  an  arrangement  has  been  made  by  which  the 
payment  of  it,  with  interest,  has  been,  it  is  believed, 
well  secured. 
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V<  . : •.  ox’s  birth  day  was  handsomely  celebrat- 
ed at  Buenos  Ayres.  Mr.  Rodney  presided  over  the 

festival.  

Mr  John'  Randolph,  whose  movements  are  like 
these  of  a comet,  passed  through  Baltimore  in  great 
haste  a few  days  ago,  and  we  find  that  he  embarked, 
on  Saturday  last,  on  board  the  ship  Nestor  for  Liver- 
pool. — 

Hayti.  There  are  many  rumors  that  the  French 
are  collecting  a large  force  at  Martin ico.  In  conse- 
quence, perhaps,  of  these  rumors,  as  well  as  because 
that  no  intention  has  yet  been  manifested  by  the 
French  government  to  acknowledge  the  independence 
of  Hayti,  president  Boyer  has  adopted  measures  to 
place  the  whole  coast  in  a respectable  state  of  de- 
fence, and  ordered  that,  in  case  of  an  invasion,  the 
unarmed  population  shall  retire  into  the  interior  of 
the  island  If  the  people  remain  true  to  themselves, 
the  mighty  military  power  that  Napoleon  himself 
once  wielded,  cannot  subdue  them,  aided,  as  they 
are,  by  climate,  location  and  other  favorable  circum 

stances.  

Mexico.  To  preserve  the  tranquility  of  the  coun 
try  by  giving  energy  to  the  government,  a project 
has  been  adopted  by  the  Mexican  congress  to  appoint 
a “ supreme  dictator  of  the  republic ,”  who  shall  com- 
mand the  whole  military — obtain  money  on  the  credit 
of  the  nation — solicit  foreign  aid  if  necessary — expel 
foreigners — and  even  annul  any  of  the  acts  of  the 
congress  itself,  if  he  pleases!  The  power  granted  is 
hardly  less  extensive  in  its  range,  than  that  possessed 
by  the  emperor  of  Russia. 

Terrible  accidents.  It  is  now  about  four  weeks 
since,  though  I accidentally  omitted  a notice  of  it, 
that  the  steam  boat  Eagle,  plying  between  Baltimore 
and  Annapolis,  &c.  burst  her  boiler;  by  which  a man 
was  killed  on  the  spot,  and  several  severely  wound- 
ed; one  of  whom,  Mr.  Murray,  a very  respectable 
gentleman  of  the  bar,  died  a few  days  after,  of  the 
dreadful  injuries  that  he  received. 

But  on  Saturday  evening  last,  the  steam  boat  JEtna, 
on  her  way  from  Washington,  N.  J.  to  New  York, 
with  the  passengers  of  the  “Citizens  coach  line,”  be- 
tween that  city  and  Philadelphia,  on  hoard,  and  some 
others,  about  32  in  all,  exploded  her  centre  boiler,  by 
which  about  twenty  persons  were  killed  and  wound- 
ed! Soon  after  the  accident,  the  .-Etna,  reduced  to 
a mere  wreck,  was  over-hauled  by  another  steam 
boat  and  towed  to  New  York,  where  the  wounded 
were  placed  in  the  hospital. 

The  persons  known  to  have  been  killed  at  the  mo- 
ment, amounted  to  seven.  Four  or  five  men  jumped 
overboard  and  two  of  them  were  drowned.  Nine 
were  sent  to  the  hospital,  of  which  it  was  thought 
that  five  would  die.  The  last  accounts  give  the  total 
loss  of  life  by  this  accident  as  being  fourteen.  Two 
gentlemen,  though  badly  wounded,  would  recover. 

The  iEtna  had  been  previously  running  several 
years  in  the  Delaware,  and,  when  the  disaster  took 
place,  was  making  only  13  strokes  in  a minute,  though 
21  was  her  usual  gauge.  She  is  propelled  by  what 
is  termed  the  high  pressure. 

If  we  recollect  rightly,  these  are  the  first  fatal  ac- 
cidents that  have  happened  in  steam  boats,  either  in 
the  waters  of  the  Chesapeake  or  those  of  New  York 
and  the  parts  adjacent. 

The  Eagle,  when  the  disaster  happened  on  board  of 
her,  was  on  her  first  trip,  after  having  undergone  cer- 
tain extensive  repairs,  in  which  there  appears  to  have 
been  some  defect — but  she  is  now  regarded  as  a safe 
vessel.  Those  driven  by  the  high  pressure  are  of  a 
very  different  character.  The  destruction  on  board 
the  iEtna  has  caused  much,  inquiry  into  the  subject, 
and  some  of  the  articles  relating  to  it  shall  be  publish- 
ed in  the  Register,  as  soon  as  we  can  get  room.  In 
he  mean  time,  it  may  be  well  to  say  that  all  the  boats 


on  the  Chesapeake,  or  belonging  to  the  line  between 
Baltimore  and  Philadelphia,  are  driven  by  low  pres- 
sure engines;  and  it  is  a fact  that  I myself,  three  or 
four  years  ago,  being  on  board  the  steam  boat  Phila- 
delphia, on  her  passage  from  Baltimore  to  French- 
town,  was  the  first  person  who  discovered  that  some- 
thing was  wrong,  by  the  lessened  speed  of  the  vessel, 
which  I suggested  to  the  captain — who  instituted  an 
inquiry,  and  it  was  found  out  that  the  boiler  bad  burst- 
ed  and  nearly  extinguished  the  fire,  without  any  one 
knowing  it!  The  boat  was  stopped,  the  hot  water 
drawn  off,  and  the  boiler  cooled  and  repaired,  &c.; 
and,  in  less  than  four  hours,  we  were  under-way  as 
before  it  happened.  This  fact,  in  regard  to  the  safety 
of  such  engines,  may.  perhaps,  tend  to  allay  unneces- 
sary fears.  

New  York.  Regular  lines  of  packets  now  ply  be- 
tween this  port  and  all  the  principal  ports  of  the  Unit- 
ed Slates.  Four  times  in  a month  persons  may  depart 
for  Liverpool,  and  once  in  every  month  for  Havre  de 
Grace,  at  certain  fixed  days,  but  there  are  opportuni- 
ties to  the  former  almost  daily.  New  lines  have  been 
established,  and  a regular  periodical  communication 
will  be  kept  up  by  packets,  sailing  direct  for  Lon-< 
don  to  Greenock. 

Expedition*.  A gentleman  may  take  an  early  din- 
ner in  Philadelphia  and  arrive  at  Washington  next 
morning  to  breakfast,  and  comfortably  sleep  6 or  "J 
hours  of  the  time.  The  distance,  by  land,  is  137 
miles,  but,  as  travelled  by  the  stages  and  steam  boats, 
about  164 — to  wit,  110  by  water  arid  54  by  land. 
The  passengers,  (with  the  mail),  who  leave  Philadel- 
phia at  12  o’clock  in  the  day,  reach  Washington  at  9 
o’clock  the  next  morning. 

Monet.  The  books  to  open  aback  at  Brooklyn, 
N.  Y.  were  opened  a few  days  ago — the  capital  was 
lirnitted  at  300,000  dollars,  but  more  than  two  millions 
were  subscribed. 

President’s  house.  A singular  debate  took  place, 
in  the  house  of  representatives,  on  Thursday,  the  13th 
instant,  relative  to  the  accounts  of  the  late  eol.  Lane, 
and  the  furnishing  of  the  president’s  house — which  we 
cannot  find  room  for  at  present.  It  seemed  intended 
to  impute  some  improper  conduct  to  the  president, 
but  the  house  rejected  the  insinuation  with  unanimity 
—and  Mr.  Cocke,  who  brought  the  matter  forward, 
j was  severely  handled. 

“Nautical  gentlemen.”  There  is  a strange  sen- 
sibility in  regard  to  nautical  affairs  and  the  shipping 
interest.  The  latter  seems  to  thinx  and  act  as  if  eve- 
i ry  other  interest  was  made  for  its  use,  and  was 
; bound  to  yield  to  its  dictation.  There  is  some  excuse, 


; gress  of  the  United  States  has  registered  the  decrees 
and  wishes  of  the  ship-owners,  like  the  ancient  par- 
i Laments  of  France  registered  the  decrees  of  the  king; 
for  the  statute  books  are  filled  with  acts  for  the  protec- 
tion, encouragement,  support  and  relief  of  the  [fo- 
reign] commercial  and  navigating  classes.  Nay,  they 
even  led  us  into  war  on  their  account,  at  the  cost  of 
many  thousand  lives  and  150  millions  of  dollars. 

Let  us  recapitulate  some  few  of  the  things  that  di- 
rectly present  themselves  to  recollection,  without  re- 
ference to  hooks  to  detail  them: 

1.  An  American  ship  pays  C cents  per  ton,  and  & 
foreign  ship  pays  100  per  ton,  cn  entering  our  ports, 
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The  requisition  on  the  last,  is  sixteen  and  two  third 
times  greater  than  on  the  first.  If  of  300  tons,  one 
would  pay  13  dollars,  and  the  other  300  dollars. 

2.  The  discriminatory  duty  of  10  per  cent,  on  im- 
ports. If  an  American  vessel  has  a cargo  that  is  sub- 
ject to  10,000  dollars  for  duties,  the  same  cargo,  if 
imported  in  a foreign  vessel,  will  pay  11,000. 

3.  The  allowances  to  the  fisheries,  on  account  of 
the  duty  on  salt  imported,  whether  the  fish  be  ex- 
ported or  not.  These  amount  to  150,000  dollars  a 
year.  But  there  is  no  allowance  for  beef  or  pork 
salted,  even  if  exported — though  the  value  of  those 
articles  exported,  is  equal  to  that  of  the  fish  sent 
abroad  for  a market. 

4.  We  first  agreed  to  the  building  of  a few  frigates 
for  the  “protection  of  our  commerce  against  the  Bar- 
bary powers” — and,  peace  being  made,  it  was  pro- 
posed to  sell  the  perishable  materials  for  the  ships 
not  nearly  finished,  for  the  idea  of  a regular  navy  Yvas 
not  yet  fully  entertained.  But — 

5.  A “regular  navy”  was  soon  after  established  for 
the  “protection  of  commerce,”  and  we  now  have 
three  squadrons  afloat  in  that  especial  service. 

6.  We  have  established  and  kept  up,  for  years,  ex- 
pensive foreign  missions,  to  watch  over  the  interests 
of  commerce,  having  no  other  business  or  relation 
with  foreign  powers  than  what  grows  out  of  that 
branch  of  industry,  generally  speaking.  Nine  tenths, 
at  least,  cf  the  expense  of  the  diplomatic  department 
originate  in  a regard  for,  and  preservation  of  the  na- 
vigating interest — that  is,  of  the  ship-owners  and  sea- 
men. 

7.  For  the  protection  of  the  persons  of  our  citi- 
zens and  their  property  on  the  ocean,  we  quarrelled 
with  France  in  1798,  and  went  to  war  with  Great 
Britain  in  1812,  after  having  been  subjected  to  non- 
intercourse, non-importation  and  embargo  laws.  IIow 
these  laws  were  respected  by  those  who  drove  the  na- 
tion into  them,  is  fresh  in  the  memory  of  most  men. 

8.  Great  Britain  excluded  our  ships  from  her  West 
India  colonies — and  we  excluded  her  ships,  if  coming 
Hkm  said  colonies. 

9.  France  levied  a duty  of  18  dollars  per  ton  on 
our  ships,  and  we  levied  a duty  of  IS  dollars  per  ton 
on  her  ships. 

10.  And,  to  “cap  and  crown  the  whole”  of  this 
splendid  column  of  expense  of  life  and  treasure  for 
the  protection  of  commerce,  Mr.  Lloyd,  a senator  of 
the  United  States  from  Massachusetts,  moved,  a few 
days  ago,  to  exempt  “copper  plate  paper”  from  the 
duty  proposed  on  it,  for  the  relief  of  a “ nautical  gentle- 
man” and  maker  of  charts,  Mr.  Blunt,  of  New  York!! 

The  hbtory  of  these  things  shall  be  written,  and  it 
shall  be  stated  who  supported  cr  opposed  them — and 
the  account  of  their  cost  shall  be  given:  not  in  enmi- 


ty to  this  interest,  for  I am,  and  have  always  shewn 
myself  to  be,  its  warm  friend.  And,  perhaps,  I shall 
also  have  something  to  say  about  the  famous  “mer- 
chants’bonds,”  which  threw  15  millions  of  dollars 
into  the  pockets  of  a few,  at  the  ecst  of  the  people  of 
the  United  States,  and  glance  at  certain  speculations 
at  Amelia  island  and  other  places,  some  years  age. 

“Touch  not  the  Saguntines!”  Ah!  this  “nautical 
gentleman”  and  maker  of  charts — on  his  account,  cop- 
per plate  paper  must  be  exempted  from  the  tax!  But 
it  never  entered  the  mind  of  the  honorable  senator 
that  there  were  geop'aphers  and  makers  of  maps , who 
consume  many  times  more  “copper  plate  paper”  than 
the  “nautical  gentleman”  uses,  though  he  is  a wor- 
thy  and  an  excellent  man,  and,  I hope,  does  a large 
business,  for  he  deserves  it.  But  maps  belong  to  the 
land,  and,  those  published  in  the  United  States,  chiefly 
relate  to  our  oxen  country — charts  have  merely  refer- 
ence to  the  sea,  and  its  coasts,  bays  and  harbors,  &c. 
anq  are  more  for  use  abroad  than  at  home:  so  we  see 
very  clearly  why  the  one  should  go  free  and  the  other 
be  taxed!  It  is  as  plainly  shewn  as  any  problem  of 
Euclid,  that  what  regards  the  sea  must  be  protected, 
but  that  which  regards  the  land  is — not  worthy  cf  be- 
ing thought  of  at  all! 

It  may  be  said  that  No.  1 and  2,  have  nearly  ceased 
to  operate.  Aye — but  when  and  for  what?  They 
ceased,  a short  time  ago,  in  favor  of  those  nation- 
who  would  ap'ee  to  admit  cur  ships  on  the  same  terms  as 
their  men,  and  for  the  reason  that  we  could  build  and 
navigate  ships  as  cheap  as  any  other  people;  the  mer- 
chants and  ship-owners  were  as  much  injured  by  the 
countervailing  duties  in  foreign  ports,  as  they  were  be- 
nefitted  by  the  discriminatory  duties  in  our  own;  and 
so,  to  oblige  them,  we  cast  from  the  treasury  the  extra 
charges  on  foreign  vessels  and  their  cargoes,  which 
had  averaged  from  200  to  300,000  dollars  a year, 
| without  one  cent  additional  cost  to  the  coxisumers  of  the 


sugar,  was  sold  at  the  same  price,  whether  imported  in 
an  American  or  a foreign  ship.  The  people  never 
knew  how  it  came  hither  by  its  price;  yet  they  were 
willing  to  protect  the  American  shipping  by  suffering 
this  deficiency  to  take  place  in  the  national  receipts. 
And  hoxo  were  our  merchants  and  ship-owners  ena- 
bled to  compete  with  foreigners?  By  the  “bounty” 
they  received  on  their  ships  and  their  cargoes,  from 
1789  to  1816-7!  This  “bounty”  was  of  mighty  impor- 
tance in  the  early  period  of  this  government — for,  in 
the  first  ten  years  of  our  present  political  existence, 
the  foreign  tonnage,  nearly  or  about,  averaged  one 
half  of  all  that  entered  cur  ports  of  our  own  from  fo- 
reign places,  the  coasting  trade  being  as  prohibited  to 
foreigners;  but  it  gradually  declined,  and  is  now 
equal  only  to,  or  less  than  an  eighth,  notwilhstandin 
l the  discriminatory  duties  have  chiefly  ceased!  Th 
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discriminatory  duties  were  called  “bounties”  by 
nearly  all  the  southern  members  of  congress  in 
17S9  and  1791,  when  they  were  laid.  I have  the 
debates  and  will  furnish  fifty  extracts  from  them, 
to  shew  that  they  were  so  esteemed — and  so  they 
were.  Mr.  Tucker,  of  S.  C.  in  1789,  supposed 
that  the  port  of  Charleston  alone,  and  only  on  account 
of  the  duty  on  tonnage,  would  pay  30,000  dollars  a year 
extra  “to  the  ship-owners  of  the  east.”  It  was  this 
“bounty”  that  built  up  the  navigating  interest  of  the 
United  States,  and  enabled  us  to  take  advantage  of 
the  wars  of  Europe,  which  grew  out  of  the  French 
revolution,  in  the  wonderful  manner  that  we  did.  It 
was  this  that  enriched  the  shipping  merchants,  who 
are  so  loath  to  do  any  thing  that  may  serve  to  benefit 
others.  And  they  were  indebted  for  this,  and  all  eke 
that  has  been  done  for  the  protection  of  commerce,  to  the 
votes  of  the  members  of  congress  from  the  grain- 
growing  states,  to  the  almost  unanimous  desire  of 
which,  now  seeking  encouragement  and  reciprocity, 
not  bounty , they  are  so  much  opposed.  These  are  not 
mere  assertions — the  proof,  “in  black  and  white,”  is 
at  my  elbow,  and,  in  due  season,  it  shall  be  produced 
in  detail. 

Let  the  navigating  interest  assist  in  making  the 
same  bargain  for  the  growers  of  wlieat,  cattle,  &c. 
that  has  been  made  with  Great  Britain  and  other 
countries  for  themselves.  Their  ships  enter  British 
ports  on  the  terms  that  British  vessels  do — will  they 
not  then  insist  that  our  flour,  beef,  pork,  &c.  shall 
enter  the  said  ports  at  the  same  rate  of  duties,  ad  va- 
lorem, that  we  levy  on  British  cloths?  Is  the  recipro- 
city claimed,  and  to  be  supported  at  the  cannon’s 
mouth,  for  the  American  ship-owner,  of  greater  dignity 
than  the  like  reciprocity  claimed  for  the  American 
farmer?  If  so,  “we  have  fallen  on  evil  times,”  and 
there  is  a privileged  class  in  the  land. 

I wish  to  know  why  these  things  %are — why  reci- 
procity is  contended  for  on  behalf  of  a ship-owner, 
and  disregarded  as  to  a land-holder;  why  the  fisher- 
men of  Massachusetts  are  allowed  §150,000  a year  for 
the  salt  used  in  curing  their  fish,  whether  exported 
or  not,  and  the  farmers  of  Pennsylvania  have  no  al- 
lowance for  the  salt  used  in  curing  their  beef  and 
pork,  even  though  they  are  exported.  I would  not  de- 
prive one  class  of  its  advantages,  but  I cannot  under- 
stand howr  it  is  that  the  other  does  not  receive  like 
protection  from  the  common  government  of  the  coun- 
try. This  is  what  bothers  me;  and  I pray  that  some 
gentleman,  learned  in  the  difference  of  the  doctrine 
between  mine  and  thine,  will  condescend  to  enlighten 
me  on  the  subject. 

PRESIDENTIAL. 

yew-  York.  It  is  strongly  rumored  that  the  governor 
of  Ncw-York  has  resolved  to  call  an  extra  meeting 
of  the  legislature,  for  the  purpose  of  recommending 
• o*  passage  of  a law  by  which  the  election  of  elector? 


. of  president  and  vice  president  shall  be  made  by  the 
people. 

Delaware.  In  opposition  to  what  appears  to  have 
been  a generally  accepted  fact,  I have  several  times 
* ventured  to  express  a belief  that  Delaware  would 
I not  go  with  the  congressional  caucus.  New  Castle 
j county  is  evidently  against  it,  and  the  proceedings  of 
i a public  meeting  lately  held  in  Kent,  taking  into  con- 
I sideration  the  character  of  the  persons  present,  con- 
j clusively  shew  that  that  county  will  also  oppose  it, 

' and,  indeed,  it  is  probable  that  the  other  county  will, 
j The  electors  are  appointed  by  the  legislature,  but 
j those  who  are  to  make  the  appointment  will  be  chosen 
j in  October  next — so  the  choice  is  pretty  much  in  the 
j hands  of  the  people.  The  meeting  in  Kent,  above 
alluded  to,  was  called,  without  distinction  of  party,  to 
express  the  sentiments  of  the  country  on  the  tariff 
question  and  the  presidency,  and  about  200  of  the 
most  active  persons  were  present.  They  voted  down 
the  tariff  by  a large  majority,  and  also  the  caucus, 
j by  the  following  poll: 

For  John  Q.  Adams  99;  Andrew  Jackson  25;  Wil- 
liam H.  Crawford  7;  Robert  G.  Harper  2;  and  2 scat- 
j tering.  A letter  says — “I  firmly  believe  that  there 
: are  not  more  than  20  caucus  men  in  the  county.” 
jCP’The  poll  is  to  be  kept  open  until  the  25th  of 
| May,  when  all  the  votes  will  be  published.  This  is 
; something  new;  but  an  excellent  plan  of  obtaining 
, the  sense  of  the  people. 

A meeting  about  the  tariff  was  also  held  at  Wil- 
! mington ; and,  at  the  close  of  it,  a count  was  made  as  to 
| whom  the  meeting  preferred  for  president:  there 
1 were  about  50  for  Jackson,  20  for  Adams  and  1 for 
! Crawford.  A book  was  opened  for  a record  of 
I the  names  of  the  voters  of  the  county,  when  they  may 
i please  to  express  their  opinions  on  the  subject. 

On  Monday,  last  week,  the  books  at  WilmiDgton 
; shewed  150  votes  for  Jackson,  97  for  Adams,  4 for 
j Clay  and  2 for  Crawford.  The  “Watchman”  says, 
if  “25  votes  for  the  last  can  be  raised  in  New  Castle 
county,  we  should  be  glad  to  know  where  they  are  to 
; be  found  and  who  they  are.” 

j Maryland.  The  grand- jury  summoned  to  attend  the 
| circuit  court  of  the  United  States,  now  in  session  at 
i Baltimore,  being  discharged,  agreed,  before  they  se- 
: parated,  to  ascertain  how  they  stood  on  the  presi- 
dential question,  and  the  votes  were  as  follows:  for 
Jacksou  14,  Adams  7,  Crawford  2.  This  jury  hap- 
pened to  be  composed  entirely  of  gentlemen  from'dif- 
1 ferent  parts  of  the  country,  not  one  being  drawn 
j from  the  city. 

In  the  western  electoral  district  of  Maryland,  in 
which  two  electors  are  chosen,  very  respectable  gen- 
tlemen have  been  named  as  pledged  to  vote  for  Mr. 
Adams  and  Mr.  Clay,  respectively. 

North  Carolina.  At  a collection  of  persons,  at  a 
public  sale  in  Orange  county,  it  was  proposed  to  test 
the  sentiments  of  the  company  on  the  presidential 
election — when  the  votes  were  as  follows:  for  Jafl:- 
son  97,  Adams  3,  Crawford  2,  Clay  1. 

Anti-caucus  ticket  in  North  Carolina,  for  electors 
of  president  and  vice  president — Josiah  Crudup,  esq. 
of  Wake;  James  Mebane,  esq.  of  Orange;  gen.  Wil- 
liam A.  Blount,  of  Beaufort;  William  S.  Blackledge, 
esq.  of  Craven;  gen.  Edward  Dudley,  of  New  Hano- 
ver; Walter  F.  Leake,  esq.  of  Richmond  ; Dr.  Wiiliam 
Martin,  of  Pasquotank:  gen.  Feter  Forney,  of  Lin- 
coln; William  Drew,  esq.  of  Halifax;  Wiiliam  B. 
Lockhart,  of  Northampton;  John  Giles,  esq.  of  Row- 
an; gen.  Montfon  Stokes,  of  Wilkes;  Augustin  B. 

| Shepherd,  esq.  cf  Stokes;  John  M Morehead,  esq.  of 
j Guilford;  and  col.  Robert  Love,  of  Haywood. 

The  Frankfort  “Argus”  says — The  idea  that  any 
j other  candidates  for  electors  can  succeed  in  Kentuc- 
i ky,  except  those  who  are  pledged  to  support  Mr.  Clay , 
is  to  us  so  utterly  chimerical,  that  we  can  look  on 
! their  annunciation  as  intended , in  the  general,  for  nc 
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other  purpose  than  to  produce  effect  abroad  by  keeping  up 
the  appearance  of  division  at  home.  Those  for  Jackson 
win  obtain  many  v tes;  bat  we  have  no  conception 
that  they  wLl  get  a majority  in  any  one  county  in  the 
whoL  *tate.  As  for  those  in  favor  of  Mr.  Adams,  it  is 
qu  -imm  ible  whether  they  will  get  as  many  A'otes  as 
th-  . are  counties.  Nobody  thinks  of  offering  for 
Crawford  any  more  than  if  he  was  a citizen  of  Ota- 
heite. 

Ohio.  The  following  is  the  ticket  agreed  upon  in 
Ohio  by  the  friends  of  Mr.  Clay: — 

William  H.  Harrison,  of  Hamilton  county;  Thomas 
Kirkcr.  of  Adams;  James  Heaton,  of  Butler;  William 
MTarland,  of  Ross;  Henry  Brown,  of  Franklin;  Ebe- 
nezer  Babkin  oh  am,  cf  Muskingum;  William  Kendall, 
of  '-cioto;  William  Skinner,  of  Washington;  James 
Caldwell,  of  Belmont;  David  Sloan,  of  Jefferson; 
Samuel  Coulter,  of  Stark;  Aaron  Wheeler,  of  Ashta- 
buia;  Ebenezer  Merry,  of  Huron;  James  Cooley,  of 
Champaign;  Joseph  Hawkins,  of  Preble;  John  Big- 
ger. cf  Warren. 

The  friends  of  Mr.  Adams,  in  the  same  state,  have] 
also  made  out  an  electoral  ticket,  as  follows: 

Calvin  Pease,  of  Trumbull  county;  Alex.  Campbell,  | 
of  Brown;  Martin  Butler:  Francis  Dunlavy,  War- 
re:;:  Asa  Coleman,  of  Miami;  John  Wallace,  of! 
Champaign;  Abram  Shepard,  of  Brown;  John  W ood- 
bridge,  of  Ross;  S.  R.  Holcombe,  of  Gallia:  Nathaniel 
M'Lean,  of  Franklin;  Michael  Carrahty,  of  Fairfield; 

Barnes,  of  Belmont;  John  M’Laughlin,  of; 

Jefferson;  Thomas  M’Millan,  of  Wayne;  Ephraim 
Quinby,  of  Trumbull;  Jabez  Wright,  of  Huron. 

Indiana.  The  following  gentlemen  have  been  nam- 
ed in  Indiana,  as  electors  favorable  to  Mr.  Adams. 

Messrs.  Holman,  Scott  and  Blackford,  judges  of  the 
supreme  court,  Mr.  Harrison,  formerly  lieut.  govern- 
or, and  Dr.  Max  well,  iate  speaker  of  the  house  of  re- 
presentatives. 


Eighteenth  Congress — first  session. 

SENATE. 

May  13.  Several  bills  were  passed  to  be  engrossed 
for  a third  reading,  as  will  sufficiently  appear  below. 

The  bill  reported  by  the  committee  on  the  judicia- 
ry, “to  provide  for  the  punishment  of  certain  crimes 
committed  in  any  navy  yard,  arsenal,  fort,  dock,  light 
house,  tract  of  land,  or  other  place,  under  the  juris- 
diction of  the  United  States,”  was  then  taken  up. 
Mr.  Lloyd,  of  Mass,  by  whom  the  bili  was  originally 
introduced,  explained  its  objects.  He  said,  it  merely 
extended  the  penal  code  of  the  several  states  to  the 
places  immediately  under  the  jurisdiction  of  the  go- 
vernment, to  which  the  laws  of  the  country,  for  the 
punishment  of  the  crimes  specified  in  this  bill,  do 
not  now  extend. 

After  debate,  this  bill  was  laid  on  the  table. 

The  bill  reported  by  the  committee  on  Jndian  af- 
fairs, “to  enable  the  president  to  carry  into  effect  the 
treaty  made  at  Ghent,  the  24th  of  December,  1814, 
excluding  foreigners  from  trade  and  intercourse 
with  the  Indian  tribes  within  the  United  States,  and 
to  pres  rve  the  fur  trade,  within  the  limits  of  the  said 
United  States,  to  American  citizens,”  was  taken  up 
for  consideration,  in  committee  of  the  whole,  Mr. 
King,  of  Alab.  in  the  chair. 

A number  of  amendments  were  proposed  and  dis- 
cussed—and  then  the  bill  was  laid  on  the  table. 

The  bill  “in  addition  to  an  act  establishing  navy1 
hospitals;”  the  bill  “relative  to  the  patent  office,  and 
to  the  salary  of  the  superintendant  thereof;”  and  the  j 
bill  “for  the  relief  of  Alexander  McNair,”  were  se- 
verally read  the  third  time,  passed,  and  sent  to  the ' 
other  house  for  concurrence. 

The  bill  from  the  house  of  representatives,  “pro-! 
viding  for  the  appointment  of  an  Indian  agent  for  the 
Osage  Indians  west  of  the  state  of  Missouri,  and! 


territory  of  Arkansas,  and  for  other  purposes,”  wa 
read  the  third  time  and  passed. 

The  resolution  “authorizing  the  purchase  of  a cer- 
tain number  of  copies  of  the  journals  of  the  old  con- 
gress,” was  read  the  third  time,  and  ordered  to  lie  on 
the  table. 

May  14.  A multitude  cf  private  bills  were  passed 
to  be  engrossed  and  read  a third  time.  There  does 
not  appear  any  thing  injhis  day’s  proceedings  that  re- 
quires special  notice,  e’xecpt  that  the  senate  refused, 
on  an  established  principle,  to  pass  a bill  for  the  re- 
lief of  a female,  whose  husband,  after  his  discharge, 
died  of  a disease  which  he  had  contracted  in  the  ser- 
vice, as  a militiaman. 

May  15.  A great  number  of  private  bills  were 
passed.  As  these  will  soon  appear  in  the  list  of  acts, 
it  does  not  seem  necessary  to  occupy  half  a page  with 
a recapitulation  of  their  titles  now.  Nothing  else  of 
importance  attended  to. 

May  17.  The  following  resolution,  submitted  on 
Saturday  last,  by  Mr.  Benton,  was  again  read  for  con- 
sideration: 

Resolved,  That  the  president  of  the  United  States 
be  requested  to  direct  the  secretary  of  the  navy  to 
lay  a report  before  the  senate,  at  the  commencement 
of  the  next  session  of  congress,  shewing  the  reason, 
if  any,  why  canvass,  cordage  and  cables,  made  of 
hemp,  the  growth  of  the  United  States,  may  not  be 
used  in  the  equipment  of  national  vessels. 

Mr.  Benton  said,  his  object  in  presenting  the  resolu- 
tion was,  to  find  out  the  reason  which  excludes  Ame- 
can  hemp  from  American  ships.  The  objection  being 
known,  could  be  met  and  conquered,  if  it  was  not 
insuperable.  A defect  in  the  fibre  might  be  incura- 
ble; but,  if  the  objection  goes  only  to  the  preparation, 
the  manufacture,  or  the  want  of  an  adequate  supply, 
there  is  nothing  invincible  in  it. 

Mr.  B.  wished  the  navy  to  be  national,  not  onfy  in 
the  hearts  which  fill  it,  but  in  the  material  of  which 
it  is  built.  He  objected  to  the  quantity  of  foreign 
I material  now  used;  iron  from  Sweden,  hemp  from 
1 Russia,  copper  from  England,  lead  from  the  Mediter- 
1 ranean.  Wood,  alone,  was  the  product  of  the  United 
States.  He  referred  to  an  official  paper  to  show  the 
j cost  of  these  materials  in  a ship  of  the  line: 

Iron,  $23,000 — The  North  Carolina  74 

Hemp,  61,000 — The  Columbus  74 

Copper,  57,000 — TheCulumbus  74 

Wood,  70,000 — The  Columbus  74 

Lead,  2,500 — The  North  Carolina  74 

lie  pointed  out  the  enormous  disproportion  of  cost 
between  the  foreign  and  the  domestic  material;  and 
i calculated  the  loss  to  American  citizens,  and  the  gain 
1 to  the  serfs  and  boors  of  Europe,  in  building  the 
nine  ships  of  the  line  and  the  twelve  frigates,  lately 
anthorizedby  an  act  of  congress,  for  the  gradual  in- 
crease of  the  navy.  But  the  loss,  great  as  it  is,  he 
said,  did  not  stop  here.  When  these  nin6  Seventy- 
fours  and  twelve  frigates  are  finished,  another  set  will 
be  commenced,  and  the  work  will  go  on,  until  the  re- 
public, like  the  mother  empire,  shall  boast  her  “thou- 
sand ships  of  war.”  Mr.  B.  had  no  objection.  He 
was  a friend  to  the  navy.  He  wished  to  see  it  grow 
with  the  growing  power  of  the  country;  but  he  wisn- 
ed  it  also  to  be  national  in  material,  as  well  as  in 
crews  and  commanders;  and  he  claimed  for  the  Ame- 
rican people  the  benefit  of  the  expenditure  which 
creates  it. 

Mr.  Lloyd  cf  Mass,  said  he  did  not  rise  to  oppose 
the  resolution,  as  he  was  perfectly  willing  to  vole  for 
any  information  on  the  subject — but  he  wished  to 
suggest  an  amendment.  lie  remarked  upon  the  na - 
tional  character  which  the  navy  already  possessed-— 
he  repelled  the  idea,  which  had  frequently  been  ex- 
pressed, that  the  navy  was  peculiarly  an  eastern,  or 
sectional,  interest*  lie  adverted  to  an  act,  whi-  h had 
been  recently  brought  forward,  and  which  had  pas- 


196 


NILES’  REGISTER— MAY  22, 


1824 — CONGRESS. 


sed  the  senate,  for  the  building  an  additional  number 
of  sloops  of  war;  a class  of  vessels  which  were  not 
absolutely  necessary,  in  the  deep  waters  of  the  north, 
but  which  was  peculiarly  adapted  for  the  protection  of 
the  mouth  of  the  great  rivers  of  the  west,  and  the 
products  of  the  western  states,  which  were  constant- 
ly descending  those  rivers. 

Mr.  L.  proposed  to  amend  the  resolution,  so  as  to 
extend  tlm  inquiry  to  the  relative  advantages  of 
using,  for  the  navy,  the  domestic  or  the  foreign  ma- 
terial, mentioned  in  the  resolution. 

Mr.  Benton  assented  to  the  remarks  made  by  the 
senator  from  Massachusetts,  and  agreed  to  the  pro- 
posed modification  of  his  resolution." 

Mr.  Smifii  made  a few  remarks,  in  order  to  shew 
that  foreign  materials  were  not  now  used,  in  the  con- 
struction of  our  public  vessels,  to  the  extent  appre- 
hended by  the  honorable  member  from  Missouri. 

The  question,  on  agreeing  to  the  resolution,  was 
then  put,  and  carried  in  the  affirmative. 

Considerable  debate  took  place  on  the  bill  for  the 
punishment  of  certain  crimes  committed  in  forts, 
navy  yards,  &c.  It  was  passed  to  a third  reading — 
yeas  36,  nays  8. 

The  amendments  which  were  made  in  senate,  and 
disagreed  to  in  the  house  of  representatives,  to  the 
bill  “to  amend  the  several  acts  for  imposing  duties  on 
imports,”  were  taken  up  for  consideration. 

The  house  propose  to  amend  the  first  amendment 
of  the  senate,  which  provides  for  a duty  of  15  per 
centum  on  Russia,  Hollands,  and  Ravens  duck,  by 
striking  out  the  words  u Russia,  Hollands  and  Ravens ,” 
and  inserting,  in  lieu  thereof,  the  word  “sail,”  so  as 
to  read  “on  sail  duck.'1'  On  motion  of  Mr.  Dickerson, 
the  senate  agreed  to  this  amendment. 

The  house  refuse  to  concur  in  the  following  proviso, 
inserted  by  the  senate:  “ Provided,  that,  on  all  manu- 
factures of  wool,  or  of  which  wool  shall  be  a com- 
ponent part,  the  actual  value  of  which,  at  the  place 
whence  imported,  shall  not  exceed  thirty-three  and  a 
third  cents  per  square  yard,  shall  be  charged  with  a 
duty  of  twenty-five  per  centum  ad  valorem.”  Mr. 
Barbour  moved  that  the  senate  do  inJsi.  upon  its 
amendment,  in  this  case.  Messrs.  Dickerson  and  Eaton 
opposed  this  motion.  On  this  question  the  votes  were 
as  follows: 

YEAS—  Messrs.  Harbour,  Branch,  Clayton,  Elliott,  Gaillard, 
Hayne,  Holmes,  of  Maine,  Holmes,  of  Miss.  Jackson,  H.  Johnson, 
of  Lou.  J.  S.  Johnston,  of  Lou.  Kelly,  King,  of  Alab.  King,  of  N Y. 
Lloyd,  of  Mass.  Macon.  Mills,  Parrott,  Smith,  Taylor,  of  Va.  Van 
Dyke,  Ware,  Williams— 23. 

NAYS ‘-Messrs.  Barton,  Bel),  Benton,  Brown,  Chandler.  D’Wolf, 
Dickerson,  Eaton,  Edwards,  Findlay,  Johnson,  oi  Ken.  Knight, 
Lannian,  Lovvvie,  Mellvaine,  Noble,  Palmer,  liuggles,  Seymour, 
Talbot,  Taylor,  of  Ind.  Thomas.  Van  Buren— 23., 

The  senate  being  thus  divided  on  the  question,  the 
vice  president  resumed  the  chair,  and  gave  his  cast- 
ing vote  in  favor  of  insisting  upon  the  proviso.  And 
so  the  senate  determined  to  insist  upon  retaining  the 
provis£'* 

The  house  refused  to  concur  in  the  amendment,  by 
which  the  senate  struck  out  the  following  clause:  “on 
cotton  bagging,  four  and  a half  cents  per  square 
yard.”  Mr.  Dickerson  moved  that  the  senate  do  re- 
cede from  this  amendment.  The  motion  was  opposed 
by  Messrs.  Hayne , J.  S.  Johnston , of  Lou.  and  II.  Johnr 
son,  of  Lou.  and  supported  by  Mr.  Johnson,  of  Ken. 
The  question  on  receding  w as  then  put,  and  decided 
in  the  negative y by  yeas  and  nays,  as  follows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Barton,  B, !!,  Brnton,  Brown,  Chandler,  D’Wolf, 
Dickerson,  Edwards,  Findlay,  Johnson,  of  Ken.  Knignt,  I.an- 
man,  Lowrie,  Mellvaine,  Noble,  Palmer,  Ruggles,  Seymour.  Tal- 
bot, Taylor,  of  Ind.  Thomas— 21. 

NAYS—  Messrs.  Harbour,  Branch,  Clayton.  Eaton,  Elliott,  Gail- 
lard, Hayne,  Holmes,  of  Maine,  Holmes,  of  Miss.  Jackson,  H. 
Johnson,  of  Lou.  J.  S.  Johnston  of  Lou.  Kelly,  King,  of  Alab. 
King,  of  N.  Y.  Lloyd,  of  Mass.  Macon,  Mills.  Parrott,  Smith, 
Taylor, of  Va.  Van  Bureu,  Van  Dyke,  Ware,  Wi  liams—  25 

So  the  senate  refused  to  recede  from  their  amend- 
i tent,  by  which  the  duty  on  cotton  bagging  was  strick- 
> a out.  On  motion  of  Mr.  Dickerson , the  senate  then 
. mined  to  insist  upon  that  amendment 


The  house  refuse  to  concur  in  the  amendment,  by 
which  the  senate  struck  out  the  fourth  -section,  pro- 
viding for  the  allowance  of  drawback  on  plain  silk 
and  nankeen  cloths,  imported  in  American  vessels 
from  beyond  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  although  the 
said  cloths,  before  the  exportation  thereof,  shall  have 
been  colored,  printed,  stained,  dyed,  stamped  or 
painted,  in  the  United  States.  Mr.  Dickerson  moved 
that  the  senate  do  insist  upon  this  amendment.  This 
motion  was  opposed  by  Mr.  Lloyd,  of  Mass.  It  was 
decided  in  the  negative.  On  motion  of  Mr.  Lowrie, 
the  senate  receded  from  the  amendment,  by  Which  the 
fourth  section  was  stricken  out.  So  the* fourth  sec- 
tion was  retained,  as  amended  in  the  house,  by  strik- 
ing out  the  words  uand nankeen  cloths .” 

Many  private  bills  were  passed,  and  some  other  bu- 
siness transacted,  which  will  appear  hereafter,  in 
course. 

May  18.  The  resolution  of  the  house  of  repre- 
sentatives, insisting  on  their  disagreement  to  the  twTo 
amendments  made  in  senate,  to  the  bill  “to  amend 
the  several  acts  for  imposing  duties  on  imports,”  (the 
the  one  of  which  was  the  insertion  of  a proviso,  ex- 
empting low  priced  woollen  goods  from  any  higher  du- 
ty than  twenty-five  per  cent.;  and  the  other,  the 
striking  out  of  the  duty  on  cotton  bagging,)  and  propos- 
ing the  appointment  of  a committee  of  conference  on 
the  subject,  was  taken  up  for  consideration. 

Mr.  Dickerson  moved  that  the  senate  do  now  recede 
from  the  first  of  the  contested  amendments,  respect- 
ing low  priced  woollens.  This  question  was  advocat- 
ed by  the  mover,  and  by  Mr.  Talbot,  and  opposed  by 
Messrs.  Barbour,  Hayne  and  King,  of  Alabama.  Mr. 
Lowrie  submitted  some  remarks  on  the  subject.  Mr. 
Dickerson  withdrew  his  motion  to  ‘recede,  and  the 
question  was  then  taken  upon  concurring  with  the 
other  hsuse,  in  the  appointment  of  a committee  of 
conference,  upon  the  points  of  difference  between  the 
two  houses.  This  was  agreed  to;  and  the  president 
appointed  Messrs.  Lloyd,  of  Mass-  Smith  and  Williams, 
a committee,  on  the  part  of  the  senate,  for  that  pur- 
pose. The  chair  remarked,  that,  in  the  selection  of 
this  committee,  it  had  taken  a member  from  each  of 
the  great  sections  of  the  country : one  from  the  north- 
ern, one  from  the  middle  and  southern,  and  one  from 
the  western  states.  [The  committee  on  the  part  of 
the  house  are  Messrs.  Taylor,  Tod,  Buchanan,  Trim- 
ble and  Beecher .] 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Talbot,  it  was  ordered,  that  the 
committee  of  conference  have  leave  to  sit  during  the 
sitting  of  the  senate. 

May  19.  Mr.  Lloyd,  of  Mass,  from  the  committee 
appointed  to  confer  with  a committee  on  the  part  of 
the  house  of  representatives,  on  the  subject  of  two 
disagreements  of  the  two  houses,  in  relation  to  the 
amendments  to  the  bill  “to  amend  the  several  acts 
for  imposing  duties  on  imports,”  submitted  a report, 
in  which  is  recommended  the  adoption  of  the  follow- 
ing proposition: 

1 . That  the  house  of  representatives  do  recede  from 
its  disagreement  to  the  third  amendment  of  the  se- 
nate, and  do  agree  to  the  same,  with  the  following 
amendment:  after  the  word  uioool,”  where  it  first  oc- 
curs in  the  proviso,  strike  out  the  words,  “ore/  which 
vjooI  shall  be  a component  part,”  and  insert  “except  flan- 
nels and  baizes 

2.  That  the  senate  do  recede  from  so  much  of  its 
sixteenth  amendment,  in  reference  to  the  specific  duty 
on  cotton  bagging,  as  is  disagreed  to  by  the  house  of 
representatives;  and  that  the  clause  be  modified  so 
as  to  read, “on  cotton  baggings  three  cents  and  three  fourths 
of  a cent  per  square  yard.” 

This  report  was  accepted  by  the  senate,  without 
division.  By  the  first  proposition,  -the  proviso  in 
question  is  left  as  follows:  Provided,  That,  on  all  ma- 
nufactures of  wool,  except  flannels  and  baizes,  the  actual 
value  of  which,  at  the  place  whence  imported,  shall 
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not  exceed  thirty  three  and  a third  cents  per  square 
yard,  shall  be  charged  with  a duty  of  twenty-five  per  . 
centum  ad  valorem.”  Articles  of  which  wool  is  a 
component  part,  together  with  fiannels  and  baizes,  arc 
thus  made  subject  to  the  same  duties  as  arc  imposed 
by  the  bill  on  other  manufactures  of  wool,  by  the 
second  proposition  the  specific  duty  of  four  and  a 
half  cents  per  square  yard  on  cotton  bagging,  as  it 
originally  stood  in  the  bill,  is  reduced  to  three  cents 
and  three  fourths  of  a cent. 

The  resolution  submitted  on  Monday  last,  by  Mr. 
Lloyd,  of  Mass,  “requesting  the  president  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  to  cause  a report  from  the  secretary  of  the 
treasury  to  be  laid  before  the  senate,  at  the  com- 
mencement of  the  next  session  of  congress,  shewing 
the  amount  of  duties  which  shall  have  accrued  on  im- 
portations into  the  United  States,  for  the  three  quar- 
ters of  a year,  ending  June  30,  1824;  also,  the  amount 
of  duties  which  would  have  accrued  on  the  same  im- 
portations at  such  higher  rates  of  duty  as  may  be  im- 
posed by  any  act  of  the  present  session  of  congress,” 
was  again  read  for  consideration.  Mr.  L.  very  brief- 
ly explained  his  views,  in  its  introduction;  and  the 
resolution  was  agreed  to  by  the  senate. 

The  bill  to  improve  the  navigation  of  the  Ohio  and 
Mississippi  rivers  was  taken  up,  and  so  amended  as 
to  include  the  Missouri.  Mr.  Chandler  moved  to  in- 
sert the  Kennebeck  river — rejected,  after  debate. 
Mr.  Branch  proposed  j new  section,  appropriating 
500,000  dollars  to  remove  the  obstructions  from  the 
channel  that  connects  Albemarle  sound  with  the 
Pamlico — negatived. 

At  length,  the  question  was  put,  upon  passing  the 
bill  to  a third  reading;  and  determined  in  the  •mo- 
tive, by  yeas  and  nays,  as  follows: 

YEAS— Messrs-  Barton,  B>  nton.  Brown,  D’Wolf,  Dickerson, 
Eaton,  Findlay.  Holmes,  of  Miss  Jackson,  Johnson,  of  K mucky, 
H.  Johnson,  of  Lou.  J.  S.  Johnston,  of  Lou.  Kelly,  Lamrian, 
Lloyd,  ot  M:.ss.  Lowrie  Mcllvaine,  Nohie,  Parrott,  RuggUs,  Sai.th, 
Talbot,  Taylor,  of  L <1  Thomas,  Williams — 25. 

N \YS— Messrs. Barbour,  Bel!,  Branch,  Chandler,  Clayton,  Ed- 
wards Elliott.  Gaillard  Hayne,  Holmes,  of  Maine,  King,  of  Aiab. 
King,ot  N.  Y.  Macon.  Mills,  Palmer,  Seymour,  Taylor,  of  Va. 
Van  Bmvn.Van  Dyke,  Wmv— 20. 

So  the  bill  passed  to  a third  reading. 

Other  matters  were  attend  to,  which  will  be  noticed 
hereafter.  The  senate  concurred  with  the  resolution 
of  the  house  for  adjourning  on  the  27th  inst. 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

Tuesday,  May  11.  Mr.  Strong,  of  N.  Y.  offered  the 
following  resolution — which  was  laid  on  the  table 
and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

“j Resolved,  That  all  moneys  which  shall  be  received 
on  account  of  the  sales  and  entries  of  the  public  lands, 
after  the  4th  day  of  July,  1825,  ought  to  be  appro- 
priated exclusively  to  the  support  of  common  schools, 
and  the  construction  of  public  roads  and  canals;  and 
that  the  said  moneys  ought  to  be  divided  between  the 
several  states  and  territories  in  proportion  to  the 
representation  of  each  in  the  house  of  representatives 
of  the  United  States,  and  applied  by  them,  respec- 
tively, to  the  aforesaid  purposes,  in  such  manner,  and 
with  such  limitations  and  conditions,  as  the  congress 
may  prescribe. 

Wednesday , May  12.  Mr.  Brent,  from  a select  com- 
mittee, to  whom  the  subject  was  referred,  made  a 
report,  accompanied  with  the  following  resolution. 

“ Resolved , That  the  president  of  the  United  States 
be  requested  to  cause  to  be  made,  and  submitted  to 
this  house,  upon  the  first  day  of  the  next  session  of 
congress,  a full  and  complete  statement  of  the  ex- 
act number  of  lots  belonging  to  the  United  States  in 
the  city  of  Washington,  which  have  been  sold  by  the 
public  agents  for  that  purpose;  when  s«|ld,  by  whom, 
to  whom,  and  for  what  price  each  lot  was  purchased; 
what  part  of  the  purchase  money  has  been  paid,  the 
amount  due,  and  by  whom  due,  and  when  payable; 
whether  the  debts  arc  well  secured,  a:|d  whether  the 


money  received  has  been  applied,  to  what  purposes 
and  by  whom.” 

This  resolve  lies  on  the  table  fer  one  day  of  course. 
[Agreed  to  unanimously  next  day.] 

Mr.  Scott,  of  Missouri,  offered  the  following: 

uResolved,  That  the  president  of  the  United  States 
be  requested  to  communicate  to  this  house  any  infer- 
j mation  he  may  possess  in  relation  to  the  intercourse 
! and  trade  now  carried  on  between  the  people  of  the 
j United  States,  (and  particularly  the  people  of  the 
] state  of  Missouri,)  and  the  Mexican  provinces;  how 
; and  by  what  route  that  trade  or  intercourse  is  carried 
on;  in  what  it  consists;  the  distances,  &c.;  the  nations 
j of  Indians  through  which  it  passes;  their  dispositions, 

! whether  pacific  or  otherwise;  the  advantage  resulting, 
or  likely  to  result,  from  that  trade  or  intercourse.” 

This  resolve  lies  on  the  table  one  day,  of  course. 
[Agreed  to  next  day.] 

Thursday,  May  13.  Several  bills  were  ordered  to 
a third  reading. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  house  a communica- 
tion from  the  comptroller  of  the  treasury,  transmit- 
ting— 

1 . A list  of  balances  which  have  remained  unsettled, 
or  appear  to  have  been  due  from  the  collectors  of  the 
customs,  &.c.  mere  than  three  years  prior  to  30th  of 
September,  1823. 

2.  A list  of  balances  on  account  of  the  old  internal 
revenue  and  direct  tax,  which  have  remained  un  - 
settled or  appear  to  have  been  due  more  than  three 
years  prior  to  the  30th  September,  1823. 

3.  A list  of  balances  due  by  receivers  of  public 
money  on  account  of  the  sales  of  public  lands,  which 
have  remained  due  or  unsettled  on  the  books  of  the 
treasury  for  more  than  three  years  prior  to  the  30th 
September,  1823;  which  letter  was  laid  on  the  table. 

The  Speaker  also  laid  before  the  house  a letter  from 
the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  transmitting  a printed 
copy  of  an  account  of  the  receipts  and  expenditures 
of  the  United  States  for  the  year  1822,  with  an  appen- 
dix containing  statements  of  the  debt  of  the  United 
States,  and  of  its  redemption,  to  the  close  of  the  year 
1S22 ; which  letter  was  laid  on  the  table. 

The  following  engrossed  bills,  viz: 

A bill  to  authorize  the  state  of  Indiana  to  open  a 
canal  through  the  public  lands  to  connect  the  naviga- 
tion of  the  rivers  Wabash  and  the  Miami  of  lake 
Erie; 

A bill  granting  a right  of  pre-emption  to  certain  ac- 
tual settlers  in  that  part  of  the  former  province  of 
West  Florida  included  in  the  district  of  Jackson  court 
house,  in  the  state  of  Mississippi,  arid  in  the  district  of 
St.  Helena  court  house,  in  the  state  of  Louisiana; 

A bill  making  appropriation  for  deepening  the 
channel  leading  into  the  harbor  of  Presque  Isle,  and 
for  repairing  Plymouth  beach; 

A bill  granting  certain  lots  of  ground  to  the  corpo- 
ration of  the  city  of  Mobile,  and  to  certain  indivi- 
duals of  said  city; 

The  following  bills  from  the  seriate; 

The  bill  making  provision  to  extinguish  the  debt 
due  to  the  United  States  by  certain  purchasers  of  pub- 
lic lands. 

The  bill  to  regulate  the  fees  of  registers  of  wills  in 
the  several  counties  within  the  District  of  Columbia; 

The  bill  making  appropriation  towards  the  extin- 
guishment of  the  Uuopavv  title  to  lands  in  the  territory 
of  Arkansas; 

Were  respectively  read  a third  time  and  - passed . 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Wright,  the  house  wont  in  com- 
mittee of  the  whole,  Mr.  Hayden  in  the  chair,  on  the 
bill  “providing  for  the  disposition  of  three  several 
tracts  of  land,  in  Tuscarawas  county,  in  the  state  of 
Ohio,  and  tor  other  purposof’  which,  having  been 
slightly  amended,  was  reported  to  1h-  house,  and 
i ordered  to  a third  rending. 
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Friday,  May  14.  Several  bills  of  a private  or  local 
nature  were  passed. 

The  resolution,  submitted  by  Mr.  Letcher , a few 
days  since,  relatire  to  the  supreme  court*  were  taken 
up  in  committee  of  the  whole,  and  debated  at  consi- 
derable length.  The  committee  rose  and  had  leave 
to  sit  again,  After  which — 

The  committee  on  manufactures  reported  the  bill 
from  the  seriate,  “to  amend  the  several  acts  laying 
duties  on  imports” — recommending  the  concurrence 
of  the  house  in  the  amendments  made  to  it  by  the  se- 
nate, with  certain  exceptions.  The  bill  and  amend- 
ments were  referred  to  a committee  of  the  whole  on 
the  state  of  the  union. 

Mr.  Forsyth  moved  to  print  the  committee’s  report. 
The  motion  was  opposed  by  Messrs.  Tod  and  Taylor; 
wdien  it  was  superseded  by  a motion  to  go  into  com- 
mittee of  the  whole  upon  the  bill. 

The  yeas  and  nays  being  required  on  this  question, 
it  was  decided  as  follows:  yeas  110,  nays  72. 

The  house,  accordingly,  went  into  committee  of 
the  whole,  on  the  state  of  the  union,  Mr.  Taylor  in  the 
chair. 

Some  debate  took  place,  and  finally  the  committee 
rose,  and  the  amendments  were  ordered  to  be  printed. 

A motion  to  take  up  the  bill  to  employ  Mr.  Peale  to 
paint  an  equestrian  picture  of  Washington,  was  lost. 

The  other  business  transacted  will  sufficiently  ap- 
pear in  course. 

Saturday , May  15.  At  an  early  hour  the  house,  (in 
committee  of  the  whole),  took  up  the  tariff  bill,  as 
amended  by  the  senate — 

The  amendments  of  the  senate,  thirty-three  in  num- 
ber, were  all  agreed  to  in  committee,  unless  with  some 
unimportant  exceptions,  except  those  relative  to  the 
duty  on  coarse  woollens,  respecting  drawbacks  on 
silks,  and  the  duty  on  cotton  bagging — as  is  shewn  by 
the  report  made  to  the  house,  as  given  below: 

The  committee  then  rose  and  reported  the  bill  to 
the  house.  The  question  was  taken  on  the  several 
amendments,  as  reported  by  the  committee  of  the 
■whole — and  agreed  to,  with  the  following  exception: 

On  agreeing  to  the  proviso,  in  the  first  section,  in 
relation  to  woollens  under  33^  cents,  excepting  baizes 
and  flannels,  the  question  was  taken  by  yeas  and  nays, 
as  folio  vs:  yeas  87,  nays 86. 

The  speaker  voting  in  the  negative  produced  an 
equality  of  votes,  which  amounted  to  a rejection  of 
the  motion.  So  the  house  refused  to  concur  with  the 
amendment  of  the  senate,  which  inserts  the  proviso. 

After  the  vote,  agreeing  to  a duty  of  4-|  cents  on 
cotton  bagging  had  passed  the  house,  Mr.  Mercer  ob- 
jected to  the  term  “cotton  bagging,”  as  equivocal,  and 
moved  to  reconsider  the  vote  of  concurrence.  And 
the  vote  being  reconsidered,  after  a prolonged  and 
animated  debate,  the  question  on  concurring  with  the 
senate,  in  the  first  clause  of  the  amendment,  which 
strikes  out  the  duty  on  cotton  bagging,  was  decided  in 
the negative,  by  yeas  and  nays,  as  follows:  yeas  S2, 
nays  108. 

The  question  on  concurring  with  the  senate  in 
striking  out  the  duty  on  foreign  distilled  spirits,  was 
decided  in  the  affirmative,  by  yeas  and  nays,  as  fol- 
lows: yeas  109,  nays  83.  So  the  house  agreed  to  strike 
it  out. 

The  question  on  agreeing  to  the  amendment  of  the 
senate  to  strike  out  the  fourth  section,  was  decided 
in  the  negative,  ayes  S2,  noes  85. 

Mr.  Moore,  of  Kentucky,  at  the  request  of  several 
gentlemen  in  the  minority,  moved  to  reconsider  the 
vote  rejecting  the  proviso  on  woollens.  The  ques- 
tion of  reconsideration  was  taken  by  yeas  and  nays, 
as  follows:  yeas  94,  nays  100. 

So  the  house  refused  to  reconsider. 

Mr.  Forward  gave  notice  that  on  Monday  he  would 
call  up  the  bill  laying  a duty  on  sales  at  auction. 

And  then  the  bou  rn  ad  journed. 


[The  effect  of  these  votes  is — that  that  house  refus  - 
ed, by  the  casting  vote  of  the  speaker,  to  accept  the 
amendment  of  the  senate,  providing  that  the  duty  on 
woollen,  not  costing  more  than  33^  cents  per  square 
yard,  should  be  fixed  at  25  per  cent,  ad  valorem— 
rejected  the  proposition  to  strike  out  the  duty  of  44 
cents  per  square  yard  on  cotton  bagging,  and  refused 
to  agree  to  strike  out  the  4th  section,  allowing  a draw- 
back on  silks,  if  colored,  &c.  in  the  United  States.] 

Monday,  May  1 7.  Among  other  petitions  presented, 
to-day,  (this  being  petition-day,)  was  one  from  a per- 
son styling  himself  “Louis  Charles,  duke  de-Navarre, 
Dauphin  de  France,  legitimate  son  of  Louis  the  six- 
teenth,” praying  the  aid  of  the  government  of  the 
United  States  to  restore  him  to  the  throne  of  France, 
to  which  he  conceives  himself  to  possess  the  legitimate 
title. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Wright,  the  petition  was  ordered 
to  lie  on  the  table.* 

Mr  .Webster,  from  the  committee  on  the  judiciary, 
reported  a bill  to  alter  the  time  of  holding  the  ses- 
sions of  the  supreme  court. 

Mr.  Metcalfe  offered  the  following  amendment  to 
the  bill. 

“Be  it  further  enacted,  That  in  a case,  now  or  hereaf- 
ter depending  in  the  supreme  court,  in  which  shall  be 
drawn  into  question  the  validity  of  any  part  of  the 
constitution  of  a state,  or  of  any  part  of  an  act  passed 
by  the  legislature  of  a state,  unless  two-thirds  of  the 
whole  number  of  justices  composing  the  said  court 
shall  concur  in  pronouncing  such  part  of  the  said 
constitution  or  act  to  be  invalid,  it  shall  not  be  held 
or  deemed  invalid.” 

Mr.  M.  supported  the  amendment  by  a speech,  in 
which  he  delivered  at  length  his  sentiments,  in  favor 
of  requiring  the  proposed  number  of  judges  to  concur 
in  the  decision  referred,  to. 

Mr.  McDuffie,  of  S.  C.  opposed  the  amendment,  as 
practically  operating  to  leave  the  constitutionality  of 
any  state  law  interminably  uncertain.  He  vindicated 
the  decision  of  the  supreme  court,  in  the  case  of  Co- 
1 hens’,  (formerly  referred  to  in  the  debate  on  Mr. 

! Letcher's  resolutions,)  and  maintained  that  that  deci- 
' sion  was  virtually  a decision  of  the  question  whether 
the  United  States  have  or  have-  not  a government. 

! Mr.  Cook,  of  Illinois,  thought  that  there  was  as  muck 
danger  of  the  supreme  court  being  influenced  in  one 
j way  as  in  the  other,  between  the  general  and  state  go- 
I vernments,  and  he  opposed  the  amendment. 

! Mr.  A.  Stephenson,  of  Virginia,  suggested  that,  as 
j the  session  was  far  advanced,  and  this  subject  was  of 
great  moment,  it  would  be  most  expedient  to  withdraw 
the  amendment  at  this  time. 

Mr.  Metcalfe  expressed  some  reluctance  at  adopt- 
ing this  course,  but  finally  consented  to  withdraw  the* 
amendment;  and,  having  dene  so- — 

The  bill  was  ordered  to  a third  reading. 

Mr.  Conner  called  for  the  consideration  of  the  re- 
solution fixing  a day  of  adjournment.  The  house  re- 
fused to  consider  it,  ayes  73,  noes  75. 

Mr.  Tucker,  of  Va.  moved  the  following  resolution, 
which  he  supported  by  a short  speech: 

uRcsolved , That  the  petition  of  Eugenie  Amelie 
Beaumarchais  de  la  Rue,  be  referred  to  the  president 
of  the  United  States;  that  he  be  requested  to  cause  the 
same  to  be  considered  in  the  pending  negotiations  with 
the  French  government,  relating  to  the  claims  of 
American  citizens,  for  property  illegally  seized  and 
confiscated;  and,  if  found  to  be  just,  then,  and  in  that 
case,  to  be  allowed  in  the  final  adjustment  of  the 
aforesaid  claims.” 

The  house  refused  now  to  consider  this  resolution, 
by  a small  majority. 

- We  shall  insert  this  memorial  as  a curiosity — the 
person  claiming  the  throne  of  France,  is  believed  not 
to  be  in  his  right  mind.  Ed.  Reg. 
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Mr.  Forward  moved  that  the  house  take  up  the  bill 
“laying  duties  on  sales  at  auction.”  The  motion  was 
negatived. 

Mr.  Forsyth  made  a similar  motion  in  respect  to  a 
bill  “to  extinguish  the  title  of  certain  Indians  to  lands 
in  Georgia.”  Negatived. 

A message  was  received  from  the  senate,  stating, 
(among  other  particulars),  that  they  had  receded  from 
the  1st  and  14th  amendments  of  the  senate  to  the 
bill  amending  the  several  acts  laying  duties  on  im- 
ports, [viz.  that  which  strikes  out  “Russia,  Hol- 
lands, and  Ravens”  duck,  and  substitutes  “sari/”  duck; 
and  that  which  inserts  uat  the  rate  of'  before  the  du- 
ty on  hemp  by  the  cwt.]  and  insisted  on  their  3d 
amendment  (which  strikes  out  the  minimum  on  wool- 
lens and  inserts  a proviso) ; and  also  insisted  on  their 
lath  amendment,  (which  str.kes  out  the  duty  on  cot- 
ton bagging.) 

Mr.  Forsyth  moved  that  the  house  recede  from  its 
disagreement  to  these  two  amendments  of  the  senate. 

Mr.  Taylor  objected  to  this  motion,  and  preferred 
that  a conference  should  be  requested  between  com- 
mittees of  the  two  houses.  &c. 

Mr.  Sloane  moved  for  a call  of  the  house  before 
taking  the  question  on  Mr.  Forsyth's  motion. 

It  was  agreed  to — ayes  81,  noes  73. 

The  roll  was  called — when  farther  proceedings  in 
relation  to  the  call  were  dispensed  with. 

The  motion  to  recede  from  the  two  amendnients 
■was  divided;  and  the  question  being  first  put  on  re- 
ceding from  the  disagreement  to  the  amendments 
with  relation  to  woollens — [the  effect  of  receding 
being  to  adopt  the  senate’s  amendment  to  the  first 
section  of  the  bill,  which  strikes  out  the  words  “until 
the  thirtieth  of  June,  1825,  and  after  that  time  a duty 
of  37^  per  centum  ad  valorem,”  and  inserts  the  fol- 
lowing proviso:  “ Provided , That,  on  all  manufac- 

tures of  wool,  or  of  which  wool  shall  be  a component 
part,  the  actual  value  of  which,  at  the  place  whence 
imported,  shall  not  exceed  thirty-three  and  a third 
cents  per  square  yard,  shall  be  charged  with  a duty 
of  twenty-five  per  centum  ad  valorem.”] 

The  question  on  receding  from  the  amendment 
was  taken  by  yeas  and  nays. 

Mr.  Dwight,  of  Massachusetts,  said  he  rose  to  ask 
the  indulgence  of  the  house  to  excuse  him  from  voting 
on  the  two  questions  of  disagreement  with  the 
amendments  of  the  senate — an  indulgence,  he  said, 
which  he  was  sure  the  house  would  unanimously 
grant,  when  they  understood  the  grounds  upon 
which  it  was  claimed.  An  honorable  friend  had  en- 
tertained, in  common  with  himself,  and  almost  all 
others,  an  opinion  that  the  tariff  bill  would  not  come 
back  from  the  senate.  They  were  both  anxious  to 
leave  town,  and  had  agreed  to  depart  this  morning. 
Another  question  of  importance  had  unexpectedly 
detained  him.  The  gentleman  from  Virginia,  who 
was,  upon  all  questions  of  the  tariff,  opposed  to  him- 
self, had  left  town,  and  he  felt  himself  bound  in  ho- 
nor not  to  vote. 

Mr.  Dwight  was  excused  from  voting — Ayes  115. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  as  follows: — yeas  94,  nays 
93. 

The  Speaker  voting  in  the  negative,  the  motion  was 
lost.  So  the  house  refused  to  recede  from  its  disagree- 
ment to  the  amendment  of  the  senate,  (as  above  sta- 
ted), and  insisted  on  striking  out  the  proviso,  and  on 
restoring  the  duty  of  37.V  per  cent. 

The  question  on  receding  from  the  second  amend- 
ment., (respecting  cotton  bagging),  being  taken,  it  was 
decided  by  yeas  and  nays  as  follows:  yeas  87,  nays 
104. 

Mr.  Taylor  moved  that  a committee  of  conference 
be  appointed,  on  the  part  of  this  house,  to  meet  a si- 
milar committee,  on  the  part  of  the  senate,  should  the 
same  be  appointed,  to  confer  on  the  two  points  in 


which  the  houses  disagree:  which  motion  was 
agreed  to. 

Leave  of  absence  was  granted  to  Messrs.  Storrs , 
Hayward,  Clark,  and  Fuller. 

A message  was  received  from  the  president  of  the 
United  States,  enclosing,  pursuant  to  a call  of  the 
house,  a copy  of  the  proceedings  of  a court  martial 
lately  held  at  Norfolk  for  the  trial  of  lieut.  Beverly 
Kennon,  of  the  United  States’  navy;  which  was  laid 
' on  the  table. 

j And  then  the  house  adjourned. 

[Much  business  was  transacted  in  the  house  this 
day,  which  will  appear  in  the  subsequent  details.] 

Tuesday,  May  18.  After  much  discussion,  it  was 
agreed  to  fix  the  day  of  adjournment  on  the  27th  May 
— Thursday  next;  and  so  the  joint  resolution  was 
passed  and  sent  to  the  senate. 

I The  following  engrossed  bills,  viz: 

! An  act  providing  for  a grant  of  land  for  the  seat  pf 
government  in  the  territory  of  Florida,  and  for  other 
purposes; 

An  act  granting  donations  of  lands  to  certan  actual 
; settlers  in  the  territory  of  Florida; 

An  act  altering  the  time  of  holding  the  sessions  of 
j the  supreme  court;  were  read  a third  time,  passed  and 
sent  to  the  senate. 

, A message  was  received  from  the  president  of  the 
j United  States,  in  the  words  following: 
j “To  the  house  of  representatives  of  the  U.  S. 

| I communicate  to  the  house  a report,  ■with  accom- 
| panying  documents,  received  from  Alexander  Hamif- 
. ton,  one  of  the  commissioners' of  land  titles  in  East 
Florida,  deeming  the  statements  therein  contained  to 
be  worthy  of  the  particular  attention  of  the  house, 
and  of  a nature  which  may  perhaps  require  their  in- 
; terposition,  or  that  of  both  branches  of  the  legislature. 

James  Monroe. 

j Washington,  May  18f/i,  1824.” 

1 The  message  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  com- 
mittee on  the  public  lands. 

Wednesday,  May  19.  Several  private  bills  were  at- 
tended to. 

Mr.  Poinsett,  from  the  committee  on  foreign  affairs, 

; made  a report  on  so  much  of  the  president’s  message 
i as  relates  to  piracies  committed  on  the  commerce  of 
the  United  States  in  the  neighborhood  of  the  islands 
; of  Cuba  and  Porto  Rico  ; which  was  laid  on  the  table, 
i Mr.  Taylor,  from  the  committee  of  conference  on 
! the  disagreeing  votes  of  the  two  houses  upon  the 
j amendment  of  the  senate  to  the  bill,  entiled  “an  act 
to  amend  the  several  acts  imposing  duties  on  im- 
ports,” made  a report  thereon,  a copy  of  which  will 
, be  found  in  the  proceedings  of  the  senate  of  this  day. 
j It  was  laid  upon  the  table  for  the  present,  as  the 
; house  was  thin,  ayes  81,  noes  72. 

Mr.  Vinton  offered  the  following: 

“ Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  commerce  be  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  providing 
by  law,  that  no  license  to  navigate  any  of  the  waters 
j of  the  United  States  shall  be  granted  to  any  boat  or 
| vessel  hereafter  built  and  moved  or  propelled  by  fire 
or  steam,  upon  the  principle  of  construction  com- 
! rnonly  called  “ high  pressure;"  nor  to  any  boat  or  ves- 
j sel  heretofore  built  and  moved  or  propelled  by  fire  or 
steam,  that  shall  hereafter  be  fitted  up  or  provided 
with  an  engine  or  other  machine,  intended  to  moveo.r 
propel  such  boat  or  vessel,  upon  the  principle  of  con- 
struction aforesaid.” 

Mr.  Livermore  was  desirous  of  information  on  the 
difference  of  construction  between  steam  engines  of 
high  and  of  low  pressure. 

Mr.  Vinton  spoke  in  reply.  lie  stated  that  the  con- 
struction of  machinery  for  high  pressure  had  been  in- 
troduced on  account  of  its  supposed  superior  cheap- 
ness and  power.  Competition  arose;  and  the  result 
of  this  competition  for  speed,  had  caused  the  most 
disastrous  accidents,  especially  on  the  western  waters. 
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A melancholy  instance  had  recently  occurred  near 
New  York:  the  sensation  produced  by  the  news  of 
which,  in  this  house,  had  not  yet  subsided. 

The  resolution  was  advocated  by  Messrs.  Poinsett , 
JyfcXim , Buchanan , and  Warfield.  Mr.  Lincoln  and 
Foot,  of  Con  wished  the  resolution  extended,  so  as 
to  prohibit  an  improper  material  for  the  construction 
of  boilers  in  steam  engines. 

Mr.  Abbot  thought  the  session  too  far  advanced  to 
admit  of  the  proper  time  to  mature  a law  on  this  sub- 
ject. It  required  much  research  and  practical  infor- 
mation. The  resolution  was  adopted. 

A good  deal  of  minor  business  was  transacted — 

The  report  of  the  committee  of  conference,  in  rela- 
tion to  amendments  to  the  tariff  bill,  was  read  again. 

Mr.  Taylor  moved  that  the  house  concur  -with  the 
report  of  the  committee,  and  asked  for  the  ayes  and 
noes,  which  were  ordered. 

Mr.  Forsyth  made  a motion,  prefaced  by  some  gene- 
ral observations  on  the  character  of  the  bill,  (which 
he  maintained  was,  as  amended,  no  longer  a bill  to 
protect  manufactures,  but  merely  to  increase  the  re- 
venue), to  postpone  indefinitely  its  farther  considera- 
tion, and  asked  the  yeas  and  nays  on  that  question; 
which  were  ordered  by  the  house. 

Mr.  Taylor  explained  the  course  adopted  by  the 
committee  of  conference,  and  defended  the  report 
as  accomplishing  all  that  would  be  attained  under  ex- 
isting circumstances — and  he  urged  a concurrence  in 
the  result — since  the  two  branches  of  the  legislature 
had  got  so  nearly  to  one  point  as  to  be  within  half  a 
cent,  on  a single  duty,  of  each  others  measures. 

Mr.  Trimble  expressed  a hope  that  the  friends  of  the 
bill  would  adhere  to  each  ether,  and  r.ot  lose  a mea- 
sure for  which  they  had  been  struggling  for  years, 
because  the  amount  of  one  contested  duty  was  half  a 
cent  below  the  point  they  wished.  He  made  a few 
observations  on  the  share  of  favor  dispensed  by  the 
bill  to  Kentucky  and  the  west— and,  though  not  ap- 
proving it  as  just  or  sufficient,  was  yet  willing  to  ac- 
quiesce. and  hoped  other  members  from  the  west 
would  do  so  too.  In  the  course  of  his  remarks,  Mr. 
T.  incidentally  passed  a merited  eulogium  on  the  cha- 
racter ar.d  services  of  the  late  gen.  Wayne,  to  whose 
son,  sitting  near  him,  he  was  willing  to  appeal  as  an 
umpire  between  himself  and  the  gentleman  from 
Georgia. 

Mr.  Cambreleng  contended  that  the  bill  was  now 
wholly  a revenue  bill — he  dwelt  upon  the  large  amount 
it  would  add  to  the  burdens  of  the  country,  the  need- 
lessness of  such  an  increase,  &c. 

Mr.  - Me Lane,  of  Del.  spoke  in  support  of  the  view 
given  by  the  gentleman  from  New  York,  (Mr.  Taylor), 
— advocated  the  bill  as  being,  what  was  so  long  de- 
sired, a judicious  revision  of  the  duties.  He  replied 
to  the  argument  of  Mr.  Cambreleng , and  adduced  cal- 
culations to  shew  that  the  increase  of  the  revenue 
which  its  effect  would  produce,  was  opportune  to  the 
state  of  the  finances,  as  it  would  enable  the  nation  to 
redeem  the  G per  cents,  and  extinguish  the  national 
debt  by  the  year  1834. 

Mr.  Cambreleng  spoke  in  reply,  insisting  on  the  view 
he  had  before  given;  and  then 

The  question  on  indefinite  postponement  was  taken, 
by  yeas  and  nays,  and  decided  as  follows — yeas  10. 
nays  120. 

Mr.  Forsyth  again  objected  to  the  item  respecting 
cotton  bagging;  but  the  report  of  the  eommitteee  of 
conference  was  agreed  to — yeas  126,  nays  66. 

The  other  proceedings  had  will  appear  hereafter. 

THTTRSDAV’s  PROCEEDINGS MAY  20. 

The  senate  was  occupied  nearly  the  whole  of  this 
day  in  considering  the  bill  creating  a stock  of  five 
millions,  to  carry  into  effect  the  Florida  treaty.  It 
was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a third  reading. 


In  the  house  ofrqn'esentatlrss  the  leading  matter  was 
the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Daniel  D.  Tompkins.  It  was 
opposed  in  various  ways.  The  blank  was  filled  with 
1 15,000  dollars.  When  the  house  rose,  a motion  was 
pending  to  strike  out  all  the  first  section,  but  the  en- 
acting clause. 

F urther  particulars  hereafter. 


CHRONICLE. 

Bank  notes.  The  bills  of  the  bank  of  the'United 
States,  and  of  the  banks  of  New  York,  Philadelphia, 
Baltimore,  &e.  w ere  at  from  26  to  28  per  cent,  advance 
at  Huntsville,  Alabama,  on  the  23rd  ult.  and  the  bills 
of  the  banks  of  Kentucky,  from  30  to  33  per  cent,  die- 
count. 

Providence,  R.  I.  There  are  seven  banks  in  this 
town,  the  united  capitals  of  which,  paid  in,  amount 
to  $2,251,135 — the  deposites  are  258,940,  and  notes 
in  circulation  157,767.  The  sum  due  by  directors  is 
§132,914,  by  other  stockholders  257,029,  and  by  all 
other  persons  $2,071,227.  The  specie  cn  hand  i? 
§11 1,S37,  and’bills  of  ether  hanks  62,105. 

Pittsburg.  Within  the  last  two  years,  no  less  than 
ten  steam-boats  have  been  built  at  this  place,  and 
there  is  now  one  on  the  stocks.  Their  tonnage  was 
as  follows— 240,  230,  120,  5 of  100,  SO  and  60. 

The  West.  Six  or  eight  schooners,  making  trips 
on  Lake  Erie,  now  arrive  weekly  at  Buffalo — laden 
with  the  products  of  the  west,  and  transporting  many 
persons,  with  their  effects,  to  increase  the  amount  of 
articles  for  trade.  The  emigration  to  Michigan,  and 
the  northern  part  of  Ohio,  is  now  very  powerful. 

Pomp  and  parade.  Sir  John  Malcom,  in  his  late 
account  of  Central  India,  to  give  some  idea  of  eastern 
magnificence,  states  that,  according  to  respectacle  tes- 
timony, usevcn  hundred  elephants,  in  velvet  housings, 
walked  at  the  coronation  ceremony  of  a young  prince, 
through  the  streets  of  Mandoo:”  a city  whose  magni- 
ficent ruins  may  still  be  traced  over  an  extent  of 
ground  thirty-seven  miles  in  circumference. 

Appointments  by  the  president,  by  and  icith  the  advice  and 
consent  of  the  senate. 

Alexander  Burton,  of  Pennsylvania,  to  be  consul  of 
the  United  States  for  Cadiz,  in  Spain. 

Alfred  Seton,  of  New  York,  to  be  consul  of  the 
United  States  at  Angostura,  in  the  republic  of  Colom- 
bia. 

James  Gadsden,  Joseph  M.  Hernandez,  Peter 
Mitchell,  William  T.  Reynolds,  John  L.  Daggett, 
Abraham  Bellamy,  Jonathan  Robinson,  Thomas  Russ, 
James  Bright,  Richard  Compton,  John  de  la  Rua. 
Ben.  D.  Wright  and  Joseph  Noriga,  to  he  members  of 
the  legislative  council  in  the  territory  of  Florida. 

Edward  S.  Duncan,  of  Virginia,  to  be  attorney  of 
the  United  States  for  the  western  district  of  Virginia. 

Robert  Campbell,  of  Genoa,  to  he  consul  of  the  U. 
States  at  that  place. 

Richard  R.  Thompson,  of  Pennsylvania,  to  he  con- 
sul of  the  United  States  at  Canton. 

Joseph  Ridgway,  of  New  York,  to  be  consul  of  the 
United  Siaics  at  the  Island  of  St.  Croix. 

John  M.  Macpherson,  of  Pennsylvania,  to  be  consul 
of  the  United  States  at  Maracaybo,  in  the  republic  of 
Colombia. 

Charles  Savage,  of  Kentucky,  to  be  consul  of  the 
LTnited  States  at  Guatimala. 

George  W.  Slacum,  of  Alexandria,  in  the  District 
of  Columbia,  to  be  consul  of  the  United  States  at 
Buenos  Ayres. 

Beaufort  T.  Watts,  late  secretary  of  state  of  the 
state  of  South  Carolina,  to  be  secretary  of  legation 
to  the  republic  of  Colombia,  vice  C.  S.  Todd,  who  de- 
clines the  appointment. 
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Congress.  It  will  be  seen  by  the  proceedings,  that 
&oth  houses  adjourned  on  Thursday  last.  We  have 
given  up  a large  space  to  detail  some  of  the  chief  things 
acted  on,  and  in  our  next  sheet  will  be  able  to  bring 
up  arrearages.  But  a great  mass  of  important  matter 
remains  on  hand  to  enrich  the  pages  of  the  Register; 
and,  being  now  relieved  from  the  pressure  caused  by 
a constantly  accumulating  body  of  articles,  we  shall 
have  leisure  and  room  to  attend  to  many  things  too 
long  apparently  neglected.  The  rise  of  congress  is 
generally  a matter  of  rejoicing  to  us,  because  of  the 
relief  it  affords  and  of  the  regularity  that  it  permits,  in 
the  business  of  this  paper. 

The  session  has  been  long  and  arduous — but,  per- 
haps, not  unprofitable.  There  is,  I apprehend,  an  un- 
usual portion  of  talents  in  the  present  congress,  much 
experience  arid  discretion;  but,  in  a body  so  numer- 
ous, there  must  be  some  members  who  are  out  of  their 
element:  still  it  is  pleasant  to  look  back  and  recollect 
the  general  courtesy  and  forbearance  with  which  at 
least  two  questions  of  very  great  interest  have  been 
disposed  of.  though  eminently  calculated  to  rouse  the 
feelings,  and  provoke  sectional  animosities.  I allude 
to  the  bill  concerning  internal  improvements,  and 
that  for  the  protection  of  domestic  industry,  common- 
ly called  the  tariff  bill.  Though  neither  party  to  either 
of  these  has  obtained  exactly  what  it  wished — the 
one  side  has  not  much  reason  to  claim  a triumph  over 
the  other.  Both  questions  were  discussed  with  ex- 
traordinary talent  and  skill,  and  the  facts  developed, 
as  to  the  means,  resources  and  condition  of  the  na- 
tion, in  the  debates  upon  them,  are  worth  much  more 
than  the  time  that  was  expended  in  them.  Summary 
notices  of  many  of  these  things,  with  certain  of  the 
principal  speeches,  shall  be  given  hereafter,  with  a 
strict  regard  to  impartiality  and  truth,  for  preserva- 
tion and  use. 

A considerable  number  of  bills  have  been  postpon- 
ed to  the  next  session,  or  virtually  rejected.  The 
“National  Intelligencer”  recapitulates  the  following 
as  being  among  the  most  important — 

“The  bill  to  reduce  into  one  the  several  acts  estab- 
lishing and  regulating  the  post  office  department; 

The  report  on  the  claim  of  the  heirs  of  the  baron 
de  Beaumarchais; 

The  bill  further  to  amend  the  judicial  system  of  the 
United  States. 

The  bill  for  the  preservation  of  the  Cumberland 
road,  and  the  bill  for  the  constitution  of  that  road. 

The  bill  to  recognize  and  fix  the  naval  establish- 
ment of  the  United  States; 

The  bill  laying  duties  on  sales  at  auction; 

The  bill  to  allow  a drawback  on  the  exportation  of 
cordage  manufactured  from  foreign  hemp; 

All  the  amendments  proposed  at  the  present  ses- 
sion of  congress,  to  the  constitution  of  the  United 
States.1’ 

Many  persons  are  surprised  at  the  quantity  of  busi- 
ness which  is  often  transacted  in  the  few  last  days  oi 
a session  of  congress,  and  suppose,  on  that  account, 
that  members  are  chargeable  with  hasty  legislation. 
It  may  be  so,  in  some  instances — but,  in  at  least  nine- 
teen cases  out  of  twenty,  the  subjects  have  been  fully 
matured  and  their  merits  are  known — and  so,  when 
there  is  no  time  for  talking  a great  deal  of  business 
is  done  in  a short  period,  because  the  facts  have  been 
ascertained,  and  little  more  is  required  than  the  act 
of  the  house  to  establish  them.  It  is,  generally  speak- 
ing, impossible  that  private  bills  can  be  otherwise  ad- 
justed than  by  the  several  committees,  and  it  is  sel- 
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dom  that  their  reports  are  reversed.  If  every  thing  of 
this  sort  was  to  be  discussed , a perpetual  session  could 
not  dispose  of  the  business  of  the  nation. 

Loans,  revenue,  &c.  It  will  be  seen  by  the  pro* 
ceedings  of  congress,  that  a law  has  passed  to  author 
rize  the  borrowing  of  five  millions  of  dollars,  at  ft  re 
per  cent,  to  assist  in  redeeming  the  six  per  cent,  stocks 
now  about  to  become  payable,  at  the  pleasure  of  the 
government.  This  is  well — for  we  shall  surely  want 
money,  and  the  cheaper  that  it  is  obtained  the  better* 

But,  it  will  be  recollected  that  the  treasury  reports, 
and  the  reports  of  the  committees  of  ways  and  means, 
a little  while  ago,  demonstrated  that  we  should  have 
a great  deal  more  money  on  hand  at  this  time  than  we 
could  dispose  of  under  existing  law§,  and  the  pas-* 
sage  of  an  act  was  suggested  to  authorize  purchases  of 
the  public  debt  at  rates  above  its  par  value — and 
very  learned,  and, no  doubt,  accurate  calculations  were 
made  to  shew  the  savings  that  might  be  accomplished 
by  the  proceeding;  it  never  would  do  to  have  so  much 
money  lying  idle  in  the  treasury!!  But  now  it  is 
that  five  millions  are  to  be  borrowed  to  aid  the  ope- 
rations of  the  treasury,  in  the  discharge  of  the  debts 
of  the  United  States  at  their  maturity,  notwithstand- 
ing we  see  another  wonderful  calculation  tha>  the  ta- 
riff bill,  (which  has  become  a law),  will  causd  a tax 
on  the  people  of  3,500,000  dollars  a year!  and  that 
law  noio  is  considered,  by  those  who  opposed  it,  as  a 
revenue  law,  instead  of  being,  as  it  was  called,  a pro- 
ject to  destroy  the  revenue!  There  is  something  so 
odd  in  all  these  things,  that  I cannot  refrain  from  no* 
ticing  them,  and,  as  soon  as  leisure  permits  and  room 
i3  allowred,  I shall  refer  to  past  documents  for  prophe* 
cies  unfulfilled,  and  dissect  some  of  the  new  predic- 
tions, for  the  purpose  of  shewing  that  all  calculations 
of  revenue,  built  upon  impost,  the  amount  of  which 
depends  on  “the  chapter  of  accidents,”  and  is  just  as 
uncertain  as  the  winds  and  the  waves,  must  be  falla- 
cious. It  is  as  easy  to  cast  a nativity  as  to  say  what 
will  be  the  revenue  derived  from  foreign  trade,  liable 
to  every  sort  of  casualty,  at  home  or  abroad,  to  in- 
crease or  decrease  the  amount  of  it. 

Timothy  Pickering,  esq.  has  published  a pamphlet 
entitled  “A  review  of  the  correspondence  between 
the  honorable  John  Adams  and  William  Cunnyngham, 
esq.”  which  is  said  to  bear  down  severely  on  the  vene* 
rable  ex-president  of  the  United  States.  We  have  ar- 
rived at  a pretty  pass,  when  private  letters  have  be- 
come matters  for  public  personal  discussion.  If  every 
word  that  a man  says  or  writes  to  his  friend,  in  common 
conversation  or  correspondence,  was  “put  in  a note 
book”  and  published,  the  most  cautious  persons  among 
us  would  sometimes  cut  a verjr  ridiculous  figure  in 
print.  “No  man  is  wise  at  all  times,”  and,  in  free- 
dom and  sanctity  of  friendly  communication,  the  t cords 
used  to  give  force  to  ideas,  cannot  become  subject  to 
honorable  criticism  or  just  remark. 

Great  delicacy!  From  the  National  Intelligent 
cer,  of  Monday  last — It  is  strongly  rumored  that  the 
governor  of  New  York  has  resolved  to  call  an  extra 
meeting  of  the  legislature,  for  the  purpose  of  recom- 
mending the  passage  of  a law  by  which  the  election 
of  electors  of  president  and  vice  president  shall  be 
made  by  the  people.  [titles'  tieg. 

We,  [that  is,  Messrs.  Gales  and  Seaton],  take  care 
^ to  mark  our  authority  for  this  news,  lest,  neroto- 
i fore,  some  wiseacre  at  Albany  should  suppose  we 
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have  sonio  superhuman  mode  of  obtaining  intelli- 
gence of  movements  at  Albany. 

Sn^pThe  “rumor”  that  I gave  was  about  ten  days 
old  in  Baltimore,  when  I published  it,  and  Messrs. 
Gales  and  Seaton  must  have  heard  it  long  before  they 
saw  it  in  last  Saturday’s  “Register.”  But,  it  having 
been  said  of  them,  that  they  happened  to  know  at 
Washington,  on  certain  days,  what  had  taken  place  at 
Albany  on  the  mine  days , in  relation  to  the  electoral 
law,  they  resolved  to  have  an  endorser  on  this  little 
paragraph,  simply  designed  to  tell  distant  readers 
that  such  a “rumor”  was  afloat,  without  expressing 
an  opinion  whether  it  was  or  was  not  well  founded;  j 
about  which  I know  nothing  more  than  is  published  in  j 
the  papers. 

Gen.  William  H.  Winder  departed  this  life  on  the  j 
morning  of  the  24th  inst.  in  the  49th  year  of  his  age.  j 
He  was,  at  the  time,  grand  master  of  masons  in  Mary-  j 
land,  a senator  of  this  state,  and  also  held  a military  j 
command  in  our  very  numerous  and  efficient  regi- 
ment of  riflemen;  so  he  was  interred  with  the  highest 
masonic,  civic  and  military  honors.  Perhaps  id, 000 
persons  assembled,  either  to  pay  the  last  tribute  of  re- 
spect to  a beloved  friend  and  citizen,  or  to  behold  the 
long  and  solemn  procession  that  attended  his  remains 
to  the  grave.  No  man,  perhaps,  ever  died  in  Balti- 
more who  was  more  generally  esteemed — and,  though 
not  a.  fortunate  general,  a more  honest  or  more  zeal- 
ous soldier  never  was  in  “the  tented  field.”  His  de- 
parture is  regarded  as  a public  loss , and  may  fairly  be 
said  to  have  put  our  city  into  mourning. 

Military  academy.  The  tract  of  land,  called  the 
Gridley  Farm,  adjacent  to  the  establishment  at  West 
point,  has  been  purchased  for  10,000  dollars,  pursu- 
ant to  an  appropriation  made  by  congress  for  the  pur- 
pose. The  house  which  has  been  occupied  as  a tar 
vern,  will  be  converted  into  a hospital,  the  situation 
being  a very  desirable  one.  The  purchase  includes  old 
fort  Putnam,  said  to  be  “one  of  the  finest  ruins  in  this 
country”— and  further  delapidations  of  it  will  not  be 
permitted. 

Naval.  The  Constitution  frigate  has  arrived  at  New 
York,  after  having  been  nearly  three  years  in  the 
Mediterranean.  The  Cyane  had  arrived  at  Gibraltar  to 
relieve  her. 

The  John  Mams  is  now  expected  to  return  to  tne 
United  States  from  the  West  Indian  station,  with 
commodore  Porter  and  his  family.  The  small  vessels 
will  generally  remain  to  keep  the  pirates  in  check. 
Very  few  piratical  acts  have  been  lately  committed. 

The  U.  S.  Schooner  Grey  Hound  has  arrived  at 
New  York,  and  brings  an  account  of  the  capture  of 
some  pirates  by  the"  U.  S.  steam  galliot,  Sea  Gull. 
They  had  plundered  the  schooner  Florida,  off  Ma- 
tanzas,  and  abandoned  her,  after  taking  whatever  they 
desired,  and  destroying  many  articles  that  they  were 
not  disposed  to  carry  away.  A short  time  after  the 
Sea  Gull  hove  in  sight,  and  succeeded  in  capturing  one 
of  the  boats,  but  she  had  only  three  pirates  onboard  at 
the  time,  who  were  secured.  She  was  left  in  pursuit 
of  two  other  boats.  The  British  have  killed  about 
half  a dozen  pirates  and  made  prisoners  of  several 
more,  at  the  Isle  of  Pines.  They  had  just  before  killed 
an  officer  and  two  or  three  men,  of  the  crew  of  a boat 
belonging  to  one  of  the  British  vessels  of  war  that  was 
hunting  for  such  persons.  - 

Horrible  crimes.  On  Saturday  night  last,  four 
villains  entered  the  store  of  a Mrs.  Warner,  near 
Darbv,  four  or  five  miles  from  Philadelphia,  and 
demanded  her  money,  and  made  free  with  her  goods. 
Her  son-in-law,  a voung  man  named  Bonsai, interfered, 
and  they  wantonly  abused  him  and  stabbed  him,  long 
after  he  was  able  to  resist,  so  that  he  died  almost  im- 


mediately. His  wife  interposed,  and  was  threatened 
by  the  ruffians  with  a fate  even  more  shocking  than 
her  husband’s,  if  she  did  not  shew  where  the  money 
was.  We  have  rarely  heard  of  such  cold  and  delibe- 
rately rascal-acts  as  these  wretches  committed.  They 
escaped  with  their  booty,  but  the  pursuit  was  hot,  and 
it  is  to  be  hoped  that  they  will  be  brought  to  justice. 

Three  fellows  were  found  guilty  at  Philadelphia,  of 
wilfully  attempting  to  destroy  the  old  state  house,  in 
which  Peaie’s  museum  is  now  kept,  by  fire — and  also 
of  a conspiracy  to  burn  the  dwelling  of  and  murder 
the  late  mayor.  For  these  two  offences  they  were 
sent  to  the  penitentiary  for  twelve  years. 

“Dry  docks.”  Among  the  queer  things  of  those 
days,  are  the  resolutions  of  Mr.  Lloyd,  a senator  cf 
the  United  States  from  Massachusetts,  directing  the 
secretary  of  the  navy  to  prepare  a report  on  the  ex- 
pediency of  constructing  dry  docks!  if  any  body  had 
propbecied  this,  and  been  a resident  of  Massachusetts 
at  the  time  when  Mr.  Jefferson  recommended  them, 
he  would  have  been  regarded  as  a fit  subject  to  be 
tried  for  a witch  under  some  old  law,  or  to  be  sent  to 
the  hospital  for  safe  keeping  as  a madman,  under  the 
present  humane  regulations  of  that  state.  Bless  me! 
what  a great  deal  of  wit  there  was  -about  “dry-docks,” 
“prairie-dogs”  and  “salt-mountains”  some  years  ago! 
but  there  is  no  fun  in  them  now,  being  grave  and  se- 
rious matters. 

Foreign  news.  In  giving  up  the  Register  to  our 
own  affairs  for  some  weexspast,  those  of  other  coun- 
tries have  been  apparently  neglected — but  very  few. 
if  any,  accounts  from  them  of  i mmediate  interest  have 
reached  us  that  were  not  sufficiently  noticed. 

We  now  have  extracts  from  London  papers  to  the 
14th  April,  inclusive,  and  these  are  the  chief  things 
that  require  notice.  [It  is  worthy  of  remark  that  the 
latest  news  that  we,  at  present,  have  from  England,  is 
by  the  way  of  Quebec.] 

The  blockade  of  the  port  of  Algiers  i:-  officially  pro- 
claimed by  the  British  government,  and  preparations 
were  making  for  another  bombardment  of  that  city. 
JlYjP’Hs  we  Americans  eon  now  protect  ourselves,  we  hope 
that  the  idea  cf  preserving  the  power  of  the  Barbary  states 3 
to  check  cur  commerce  in  the  Mediterranean,  will  no  long- 
er prreven  t a breaking  up  of  this  nest  of  pirates  and  man- 
stealers. 

The  Greeks  are  going  on  well — though  no  very  im- 
portant event  has  lately  happened.  Their  domestic 
differences  are  said  to  have  been  healed.  The  Turks 
had  not  j et  opened  another  campaign  against  them. 
The  pacha  of  Egypt  has  surely  thrown  off  his  allegiance 
and  withdrawn  his  troops  and  fleet  from  Candia,  which 
now  appears  to  be  in  quiet  possession  of  the  Greeks. 
Even  Constantinople  has  been  alarmed  by  the  appear- 
ance of  a Greek  fleet  at  the  month  of  the  Dardanelles. 
Lord  Byron  has  been  of  great  service  to  the  patriots. 

The  Austrian  troops  are  longer  to  remain  in  the 
Neapolitan  territories,  to  defend  the  beloved  king 
against  his  loving  subjects!  Sicily  is  much  disturbed. 

The  Jamaica  Gazette  says — “The  enormous  sum  of 
twenty-seven  millions  of  dollars  is  said  to  have  been 
raised  by  the  Mexican  government  from  property, 
belonging  to  European  Spaniards,  confiscated  agreea- 
bly to  the  late  act  of  congress. 

The  accounts  from  Peru  are  unsatisfactory,  but 
confused  and  contradictory.  The  provinces  of  La 
Plata  appear  to  be  quietly  proceeding  in  the  republi- 
can system;  but  Chili  seems  unsettled,  and  there  is 
a strong  royal  force  at  Chiloc. 

Spain.  The  “National  Gazette”  says— “The  pri- 
vate advices  received  here  from  Spain  would  seem  to 
warrant  the  opinion,  that  the  French  army  of  occu- 
pation will  be  withdrawn  ere  long,  and  that  another 
and  fierce  civil  war  will  almost  immediately  ensue. 


NILES’  REGISTER— MAY  29,  1S24— EDITORIAL. 


20-3 


France  is  obliged  to  support  the  army  altogether,  and 
has  no  prospect  of  reimbursement,  either  for  pre- 
sent or  past,  expenditure.  The  Spanish  government 
can  scarcely  collect  wherewithal  to  meet  the  exi- 
gencies of  the  king's  household.  The  old  mono- 
polies are  restored,  but  yield  very  little  revenue. 
His  catholic  majesty  has  taken  that  necessary  article 
in  the  European  catholic  countries,  codfish,  under  his 
Special  protection  and  control.  The  consequence  is, 
fhatnone  will  be  shipped  direct  to  a Spanish  port,  but 
all  to  Gibraltar,  as  a place  of  deposite,  whence  it  will 
be  smuggled  into  all  quarters  of  the  kingdom.” 

[The  effect  of  this  system  is,  that,  though  wheat  is 
only  one  dollar  per  bushel  at  Gibraltar,  the  Spaniard 
must  pay  two  and  a half  dollars  for  it — and  salt,  which 
i3  3old  at  Gibraltar  at  twelve  and  a half  cents  per 
bushel,  costs  the  Spaniard  a dollar  and  a half.  And 
those  who  have  the  monopoly  have  power  to  compel 
the  purchase  of  certain  quantities  by  families,  whe- 
ther they  want  it  or  not!] 

The  Spanish  deputies.  A Gibraltar  letter  of  the 
A2d  Feb.  remarks  that  the  governor  would  not  allow 
one  of  the  Spanish  deputies  to  remain  for  a moment 
?n  that  place;  but,  with  a cruelty  unheard  of,  he  or- 
dered four  of  them  and  a number  of  officers  to  leave 
Iheir  places  of  residence,  and  drove  them  beyond  the 
a-ates.  These  unfortunate  persons  were  compelled  to 
seek  refuge  on  board  the  shipping,  and  two  of  them 
were  subsequently  \vrecked  on  the  coast  of  Spain — 
'heir  treatment  even  there  may  be  more  mild  than 
that  experienced  from  the  British  governor. 

iCJ^Britain  herself  is  yet  an  asylum  where  perse- 
cuted foreigners  may  find  safety — but  appears  to  be 
the  only  spot  in  Europe  not  under  the  surveillance  of 
the  diabolical  alliance,  nicknamed  the  ‘holy,’  of  which 
the  u magnanimous''  ’ Russian  is  chief. 

PRESIDENTIAL. 

Connecticut.  An  act  has  passed  the  house  of  repre- 
sentatives, almost  unanimously,  giving  the  election  of 
electors  of  president  and  vice-president  to  the  peo- 
ple— to  whom  it  belongs. 

In  the  house  of  representatives  of  Connecticut,  a 
ballot  was  taken  some  days  ago, to  appoint  a senator  of 
the  United  States,  Mr.  Lamnan’s  period  of  service 
expiring  on  the  4th  of  March  next.  On  the  first  bal- 
lot, 189  votes  were  taken,  and  Mr.  Lanman  received 
only  1 1 — but  still  there  was  no  choice,  as  the  candi- 
dates were  numerous.  On  the  second  ballot  197 
votes  were  taken,  and  his  name  does  not  appear  on 
the  list — Calvin  Willey  had  a majority  of  the  whole 
number.  This  is  attributed  to  Mr.  Lanman’s  atten- 
dance in  caucus,  on  the  14th  February,  ultimo. 

A meeting  of  the  republican  members  of  both 
branches  of  the  legislature  of  this  state  was  held,  on 
the  20th  instant,  in  the  hall  of  the  house  of  represen- 
tatives— David  Hill,  of  the  senate,  presided,  Mr.  Russ, 
of  the  house,  secretary.  It  was  agreed  that  a ballot 
should  be  had  to  shew  the  wishes  of  those  present  as 
to  the  presidency,  and  the  following  result  appeared 
— for  John  Q.  Adams  124;  A.  Jackson  14;  W.  H. 
Crawford  7 ; H.  Clay  2. 

The  following  resolutions  were  then  adopted: — 

Whereas,  our  fellow-citizens,  in  different  parts  of 
the  country,  have  expressed  their  opinion  on  the 
merits  of  the  several  candidates,  for  the  office  of  pre- 
sident of  the  United  States,  and  feeling,  as  we  do,  a 
deep  interest  in  the  issue  of  the  approaching  election ; 

Resolved,  That  we  have  the  fullest  confidence  in 
the  talents,  integrity  and  patriotism  of  John  Quincy 
Adams,  and  do,  therefore,  recommend  him  to  our  re- 
publican fellow-citizens,  as  the  most  suitable  candi- 
date for  the  office  of  president  of  the  United  States. 

Resolved,  That  these  resolutions  be  signed  by  the 
chairman  and  secretary.  David  Hill,  Chairman. 

■Tolm  Russ.  Secretary 


New  Jersey.  At  a numerous  and  respectable  meeff* 
ing  of  the  inhabitants  of  Paterson,  N.  J.  convened  at 
the  hotel  of  Mrs.  Weller,  on  the  evening  of  the  14th 
May,  pursuantto  notice  previously  given,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  ascertaining  the  sentiments  of  the  town,  of 
which  of  the  candidates  they  will  support  for  the  pre- 
sidency— when  N.  Smith,  esq.  was  called  to  the  chair, 
and  D.  Holsman  appointed  secretary. 

After  several  lucid  expositions  of  the  character  of 
Henry  Clay,  it  was 

Unanimously  resolved , That  this  meeting  will  give 
him  their  undivided  support,  for  the  presidential 
chair.  Nicholas  Smith,  Chairman. 

Daniel  Holsman,  Secretary. 

Delaware.  The  fact  seems  now  clearly  ascertained, 
that  the  people  of  this  little  state  are  favorable  either 
to  the  election  of  Mr.  Adams  or  general  Jackson  to 
the  presidency;  and,  as  they  are  yet  to  elect  the  mem- 
bers of  the  legislature  who  will  choose  the  electors, 
it  is  certain  that  their  voice  will  be  heard  and  respect- 
ed. 

The  books  to  receive  the  names  of  the  voters  at  Wil- 
mington, stood  thus  on  the  20th  inst. — Jackson  200, 
Adams  118,  Clay  5,  Crawford  2. 

Virginia.  A subscription  paper  was  opened  at 
Lynchburg  early  in  the  present  month, to  ascertain  the 
sense  of  the  people  on  the  propriety  of  calling  a con- 
vention: there  were  for  it  155,  against  it  81.  Some 
one  started  the  idea  of  testing  the  strength  of  the  pre- 
sidential candidates,  and  the  result  was  as  follows ; 
for  Adams  38,  Jackson  49,  Crawford  30,  Calhoun  I, 
and  Macon  1. 

Mississippi.  The  citizens  off  Adams  county  held  S 
meeting  on  the  27th  inst.  for  the  purpose  of  nominat- 
ing a candidate  for  the  presidency — the  votes  were, 
for  Jackson  186,  for  Adams  125. 


Editorial  Correspondence. 

COPT  OF  A LETTER*  TO  THE  EDITOR  OF  THE  REGISTER, 

FROM  A MEMBER  OF  THE  LEGISLATURE  OF  NEW  YORK. 

Albany,  April  10 th,  1824. 

Sir:  I hare  this  morning  written  to to  settle 

my  hill  for  the  Register,  and  have  no  doubt  he  will  do 
it.  This  legislature  adjourns  on  Monday  noon,  and 

you  will  continue  to  direct  the  Register  to , 

that  is,  if  you  see  fit  to  comply  with  a request  which 
I have  directed  him  to  make,  to  have  the  paper  con- 
tinued. This  request  originates  in  a fixed  attach- 
ment to  the  object,  which  I am  convinced,  you  have  in 
publishing,  and  I have  in  reading  the  Register,  the  last- 
ing welfare  of  the  republic.  I respond  to  the  maxim  that 
measures  and  not  men , should  govern  in  every  political 
transaction;  and  I have  no  difficulty  with  the  procla- 
mation that  your  paper  should  never  become  a vehi- 
cle for  political  party  warfare — but,  if  my  perceptions 
are  not  jaundiced,  the  course  it  is  pursuing  on  the  pre- 
sidential question,  (of  which  I will  not  complain), 
tends  directly  to  promote  and  confirm  that  amalgama- 
tion of  discordant  political  materials,  triumphantly 
denominated  the  cvra  of  good  feelings.  I say  triumph- 
antly, because  this  state  of  things  is  the  last  and  for- 
lorn expedient  of  a set  of  politicians,  who  have  fail- 
ed in  every  other,  to  regain  the  power  which  they 
ivere  deprii'ed  of  in  1800.  The  Leopard  has  not 
changed  his  spots,  nor  the  Ethiopian  his  skin. 

I remain,  sir,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Though  this  letter  is  a private  one,  I feel  myself 
at  perfect  liberty  t > publish  it,  because  I have  not 
given  the  name  of  the  writer,  or  furnished  any  direc- 
tion by  Avhich  he  maybe  known.  It  Avill  depend  upon 
himself  whether  the  matter  shall  rest  between  him 
i and  me. 
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Reply  to  the  preceding  letter , ivritten  on  the  17 th  ult.  but 

retained  until  it  should  be  convenient  to  publish  it. 

Sir— Yours  of  the  10th  came  duly  to  hand — and  it 
seems  to  me  proper  that  I should  reply  to  it  publicly, 
and  at  length,  that  you  and  others  may  distinctly  un- 
derstand my  conduct,  whether  it  shall  be  my  fortune  to 
receive  your  approbation  or  censure. 

To  the  suggestions  of  my  friends  and  other  gentle- 
men, I am  much  indebted;  and  flatter  myself  that  I 
have  oftentimes-  profitted  by  them  I do  not  presume 
to  marshal  my  opinions  against  those  of  all  others; 
but  am  willing  to  hear , though  I always  determine  for 
myself.  Parties  and  persons,  however,  may  be  right 
in  a point  of  principle,  though  seemingly  practising 
very  different  means  to  arrive  at  it.  I doubt  not  that 
the  good  Roman  Catholis  and  the  good  Quaker  may 
have  the  same  assurance  of  being  “made  perfect,” 
though  one  worships  the  Creator  in  a solemn  tem- 
ple, and  the  other  seeks  Him  in  a simple  edifice — be- 
lieving that  one  place  is  just  as  well  fitted  for  a pros- 
tration of  the  spirit  as  another:  and  the  heart  maybe 
the  same,  whether  the  body  is  wrapped-up  in  a scar- 
let coat  or  a drab  one.  And  I would  hope  that,  al- 
though you  and  I may  not  agree  on  some  political 
questions,  that  neither  will  regard  the  other  as  the 
worse  man  on  that  account — seeing  tkat  the  right  to  dif- 
fer in  opinion  is  one  that  cannot  be  given  up,  unless 
we  are  willing  to  become  the  miserable  tools  and  ab- 
ject slaves  of  others. 

I shall  certainly  listen  to  the  “request”  that  you 
have  directed  to  be  made — but,  as  on  my  compliance 
with  it  seemingly  rests  the  condition  whether  you  will 
continue  to  receive  the  Register,  it  will  save  us 
both  time  and  trouble,  at  once,  to  say,  that  if  the  “re- 
quest” contains  a prescription  of  editorial  duties  to  me, 
it  is  not  worth  while  to  make  it.  I never  drove  a bar- 
gain of  this  sort  in  my  life,  and  am  too  old  now  to 
traffic  with  my  discretion.  I do  not  understand  the 
art  of  ubooing,"  as  Sir  Pertinax  Mac  Sycophant  has 
it  in  the  play;  and  my  knees  are  so  stiff  that  I could 
not  do  it  prettily,  even  if  disposed  to  give  up  inde- 
pendence for  patronage.  I never  yet  sought  a public 
office  or  contract,*  and  always  have  been,  and  am,  as 
free  from  obligation  to  persons  in  power  on  account  of 
either,  as  I am  of  the  rule  of  “the  brother  of  the  sun 
and  moon,”  and  “commander  of  the  faithful” — the 
Grand  Turk  himself. 

The  Register  is  as  much  my  property  as  your  farm 
is  yours.  Nay,  it  is  more  so,  for  I made  it — but  you 
did  not  make  the  land.  No  person  or  party  ever  had 
any  controul  overit,  myself  excepted,  and  no  person 
or  party  ever  shall.  Attempts  at  dictation  have  been 
made,  and,  perhaps,  I might  have  yielded  to  some  re- 
commendations with  the  hope  of  pecuniary  profit;  but 
I sat  out  to  keep  in  “a  gang  by  myself,'1'1  and  there  is  no 
man  can  say  that  I ever  stood  editorially  committed 
to  him.  The  people  appear  to  have  been  satisfied  with 
this  course — they  have  supported  me,  and  I have  done 
my  best  to  support  them;  and  1 believe  that  they  will 
continue  to  do  so,  as  long  as  “measures  and  not  men.” 
are  regarded.  I am  willing  to  sell  my  establishment, 
because  of  the  severity  of  the  labor  that  its  business 
imposes — but  will  not  sell  myself;  that  is  another  af- 
fair. I follow  in  the  wake  of  no  man — never  wait  to 
find  out  whether  the  POLITICAL 
the  tune  on  fa,  so  or  la — C sharp  or  B flat;  yet  am 
thankful  for  advice  and  willing  to  receive  instruction. 
But  when  it  assumes  the  shape  of  a threat,  a prompt 
resolution  is  ever  present  to  reject  it,  whether  the 


*My  name  was  once  used  by  another  in  a proposi- 
tion to  make  a contract,  without  my  privity  or  con- 
sent. I mention  this  because  I have  used  the  word 
never,  as  to  the  seeking  of  a public  place  or  contract, 
of  any  nature  or  kind  soever,  whether  of  the  people 
themselves,  or  of  those  elected  or  appointed,  by  or 
through  them,  to  attend  to  their  own  affairs. 


thing  suggested  be  good  or  bad  in  itself.  Such,  sir,  is 
the  perversity  of  my  nature,  and  “I  can’t  help  it.” 

But  why  is  it  that  editors  and  publishers  are  thus 
assailed?  I presume  it  must  be  because  we  do  not 
always  respect  ourselves  as  we  should,  or  feel  that 
our  presses  are  really  our  own.  If  a person  enters  a 
store  to  purchase  an  article,  and  dislikes  either  the 
manner  of  weighing  or  measuring  it,  or  disapproves  of 
the  article  itself , he  carries  his  money  elsewhere,  and 
the  matter  of  business  ends.  And,  however  obstrepe- 
rous it  may  appear  to  some,  who  are  wedded  to  par- 
ties and  opinions  on  different  subjects,  and  bdund  to 
observe  the  winks  and  nods  and  obey  the  hints  of 
leaders,  I must  and  will  think,  that  I have  as  much 
right  to  controul  the  Register,  as  the  cotton  or  sugar 
planter  has  to  direct  the  manner  of  making  the  bags 
or  barrels  in  which  it  may  please  him  to  send  his  com- 
modities to  market. 

In  short — the  Register  is  unpledged  to  any  man  or 
set  of  men:  it  is  uncommitted,  except  to  my  own  self- 
government:  it  must  remain  so.  All  the  good  or  the 
evil  that  it  hath  done  is  absolutely  mine,  without  cau- 
cus, “combination”  or  “cabal,”  as  my  friend  Gales 
said  there  was,  in  a fruitless  attempt  to  manufacture  a 
president  in  IS  16,  in  opposition  to  the  will  of  the 
people. 

I thank  you,  sir,  for  the  response  to  the  maxim  that 
Umeasures  and  not  men  should  govern  in  every  political 
transaction yet  you  must  permit  me  to  express  an 
apprehension,  that  we  differ  more  about  a measure 
than  a man:  and  to  suppose  from  hence  it  is  that  you 
have  schooled  me  a little  in  your  letter,  and  assailed 
me,  rather  severely,  in  one  of  your  newspapers.*  Let 
us  examine  this  matter,  that  our  pretensions  to  con- 
sistency may  be  respectively  tested  by  facts — because 
it  seems  that  if  I had  approved,  instead  of  disappro- 
bated,  the  late  famous  act  of  your  senate,  judging  by 
what  I regard  as  your  communication  in  the  newspa- 
per alluded  to,  you  would  not  have  written  of  me  as 
you  have  done.  But,  as  it  is  probable  you  were  as 
indignant  as  I was,  at  the  proceedings  of  the  senate  of 
Pennsylvania  in  1S00,  let  us  see  what  relation  they 
had  to  those  of  the  senate  of  New  York  in  1824. 

1.  The  people's  house,  or  the  house  of  representa- 
tives of  Pennsylvania,  in  1800,  passed  a bill  to  give 
the  election  of  the  electors  of  president  and  vice  pre- 
sident to  the  people — and  so  did  the  people's  house  in 
New  York  in  1824. 

2.  The  senate  of  Pennsylvania  defeated  the  bill 
from  the  people’s  house  in  1800 — and  so  has  your  se- 
nate in  1824. 

3.  The  senate  of  Pennsylvania  insisted  on  a legis- 
lative choice — so  has  the  senate  of  New  York. 

4.  The  “federal”  majority  in  the  senate  of  Penn- 
sylvania, who  denied  the  people  the  liberty  of  voting 
for  a chief  magistrate  of  the  United  States,  was  twt 
— but  the  majority  in  the  “republican”  senate  of  New 
York,  which  did  the  same  thing,  was  three.  And  here 
is  a difference!!! 

5.  The  senate  of  Pennsylvania  so  acted  to  preserve 
the  “federalism”  of  the  land,  and  that  of  New  York 
so  acted,  (as  some  say),  to  preserve  the  “democracy” 
of  the  country!!! 

Fenno,  editor  of  the  “United  States  Gazette, 
band’ 

nia,  had  “saved  a falling 
editor  of  the  “National  Advocate,”  called  upon  the 
senate  of  New  York,  to  work  out  the  “salvation  of 
tiie  country,”  by  doing  the  very  same  thing  that  the 
senate  of  Pennsylvania  had  done! 

*The  seeing  of  this  article  has  caused  me  to  put 
rather  more  spice  in  the  reply  than  it  originally  had. 
The  writer  of  the  letter  and  of  an  article  which  ap- 
peared in  one  of  the  newspapers  of  New  York,  I have 
no  doubt  is  the  same:  but  of  itself  the  latter  is  of  nc 
importance. 


PREFECT  pitches  ' said  in  1800,  that  the  “Spartan  band”  of  Pennsylva 
or  B flat:  vet  am  nia,  had  “saved  a falling  world!!!” — and  Noah 
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7.  Each  senate  had  the  same  power,  each  used  it  in 
the  same  manner,  to  produce  the  same  effect;  alike  to 
gratify  a lust  for  domination,  and  prevent  an  act  of 
the  people  inn  matter  most  interesting  to  them. 

8.  The  senate  of  Pennsylvania  were  resolved  to 
make  a certain  man  president,  whether  the  people 
were  willing  or  no,  and  the  senate  of  New  York  have 
shewn  the  same  determination,  by  rejecting  the  voice 
of  the  people,  manifested  at  the  last  preceding 
election,  and  in  the  passage  of  the  bill  through  their  house. 

The  perfect  concord  of  the  cases  cannot  fail  of 
striking  the  attention  of  every  man;  and  the  declara- 
tions of  the  organs,  Fenno  and  Noah,  are  surely  re- 
markable. But  this  concord  is  easily  accounted  for 
— the  principle  of  things  does  not  change,  and  like 
causes  produce  like  effects.  The  act  of  the  senate  of 
Pennsylvania  and  that  of  the  senate  of  New  York, 
was  “to  save  the  people  from  themselves ” by  the  interpo- 
sition of  some  “ divine  right ” or  power  of  discrimina- 
tion, which  follows  the  possession  of  office,  and  renders 
even  Ferdinand  of  Spain  magnanimous  and  wise!  This 
was  freely  avowed  by  the  Pennsylvania  “federal”  i 
senators — they  did  not  affect  to  doubt  that  the  peo-  1 
pie  desired  to  elect  the  electors,  or  that  they  would  * 
elect  persons  opposed  to  the  candidate  which  they, ' 
(the  said  senators),  approved;  but  they  possessed  the 
power  and  deliberately  used  it,  to  defeat  the  will  of 
the  people;  and,  if  we  are  to  respect  what  Mr.  Noah 
says,  we  must  conclude  that  the  senate  of  New  York 
labored  to  accomplish  the  same  thing — for  that  very 
modest  gentleman  lately  said,  “ lam  a REXhfriend  of  the 
people,  and  do  not  think  it  would  be  safe  to  give  them  all 
they  ask,’1'1  having  reference  to  the  proceedings  of  your 
senate.  This  is  whatl.eall  “patent republicanism” — 
but  its  patent  was  issued  by  Cataline  and  countersign- 
ed or  endorsed  by  Talleyrand,  or,  in  other  words,  rests 
on  violent  conspiracy  and  desperate  intrigue.*  Acci- 
dental power  was  equally  abused  in  both  cases.  But  j 
there  is  this  difference — the  first  w'as  the  act  of! 
avowed  “federalists,”  and  perhaps  of  some  secret  mo-  j 
narchists,  who  really  despised  the  voice  of  the  peo-  j 
pie;  but  the  other  was  the  deed  of  professing  republi-  | 
cans,  theretofore  subscribing  to  the  doctrine  that  the  i 
people  are  best  able  “to  manage  their  own  affairs,”  j 
seeing  that  “angels  in  the  form  of  men  have  not  de-| 
scended  to  govern  them.”  With  all  my  heart,  and ' 
soul,  and  mind,  and  strength,  I deprecated  the  act  of 
1800 — I regarded  it  as  the  doings  of  men  vested  with 
a “little  brief  authority  to  play  fantastic  tricks  before 
high  heaven,”  and  you  must  excuse  me,  but,  indeed,  I 
cannot  suppose  that  the  same  thing  now  done,  under 
the  same  circumstances  and  to  produce  the  same  result, 
is  meritorious!  Understand  me  fairly  and  freely — I 
have  no  “notion”  who  the  people  of  New  York  will 
support  for  president,  and,  if  the  expression  may  be 
used  without  being  thought  rude,  I do  not  care,  for  it 
has  nothing  to  do  with  the  matter  under  consideration 
— but  they  asked  for  an  electoral  laic  through  their  imme- 
diate representatives  and  the  senate  refused  to  pass  it.  If 
you  reject  this  proposition,  what  is  the  condition  to 
which  you  reduce  the  members  of  your  assembly? 
Dare  it  be  said  of  them,  that  they  voted  for  a law 
which  they  believed  ought  not  to  be  passed?  I dare 
not  say  this  of  so  respectable  a body  as  the  assembly 
of  New  York;  and  would  feel  insulted,  on. account  of 
Iriends  therein,  yourself  among  the  number,  if  any 
other  person  should  say  it. 

With  a solemn  conviction  that  the  people  of  every 
country  are  the  legitimate  source  of  authority,  and 
that  there  is  no  other  in  any,  I shall  live  and  die.  The 

*1  really  think  this  is  about  one  of  the  most  outra- 
geous things  that  I ever  met  with — Mr.  Noah  under- 
takes to  say  that  HE  would  not  give  to  the  people  of  New 
York  what  they  should  ask!  Js  HE  a judge  over  the  peo- 
ple?— the  supreme  legislator? — the  autocrat  of  all  that 
live  between  the  ocean  and  the  lake 


rising  of  the  people  in  the  United  States  in  1775,  was 
REVOLUTION,  not  rebellion — Washington  and  Frank- 
lin, and  their  colleagues,  were  PATRIOTS  not  traitors. 
The  principle  is  eternal.  And  if  it  does  not  suit  the 
electioneering  spirit  of  the  times  that  I should  proclaim 
it — the  fault  is  in  the  times,  not  in  r»e.* 

It  is  always  with  regret  that  I speak  of  what  were 
party  proceedings,  because,  as  editor  of  the  Register, 
l have  had  but  little  to  do  with  them,  whatever  may 
have  been  my  feelings  as  a man  But  indeed,  sir,  a 
“democratic”  spirit  is  sometimes  roused  when  my  po- 
litical opinions  are  questioned  and  motives  impeach- 
ed, by  persons  who  have  been  “democrats,”  “fede- 
ralists,” “quids,”  “tertians”  and  “quadroons,”  with- 
in my  own  perfect  recollection — the  common  hacks  of 
any  and  every  “fragment  of  faction”  able  to  hold  out 
the  prospect  of  office  and  profit  ; who  were  sometimes 
furiously  with  and  at  others  furiously  against,  the  old 
republican  party  of  1798.  Whether  it  is  to  my  credit 
or  not,  it  is  true , that,  from  the  year  1795  until  the 
present  time,  in  Jlnno  Domini  18 24, 1 never  “flew  the 
course”  on  a party  question.  Not  that  I yielded 
a blind  obedience  to  the  majority  of  my  party,  but 
for  the  reason  that,  with  all  its  faults,  (and  faults 
it  had),  I preferred  it  to  the  opposing  party,  and 
would  not  allow  that  party  to  interpose  itself  to  heal 
even  the  wrongs  of  that  to  which  I myself  was  at- 
tached, because  these  wrongs  were  like  family-mat- 
ters, and  best  settled  among  ourselves — but  it  did 
not  follow  from  this,  that  I thought  all  the  federal- 
ists were  political  rogues,  or  believed  that  all  the  de- 
mocrats were  honest  persons;  there  ever  were  jugglers 
and  slight-o*1 -hand  men  in  both.  Look  round  you,  sir, 
and  see  whether  your  present  favorite  and  great  m eh 
and  orthodox  printers,  were  with  us,  [that  is,  you  and 
me — for,  though  I do  not  know  the  fact,  I am  wil- 
ling to  believe  that  you  have  always  been  a republi- 
can, as  I know  that  I have],  in  opposing  the  adminis- 
tration of  Mr.  Adams  in  1798,  or  sending  in  their  adhe- 
sion to  him,  and  mounting  a black  cockade,  which  was 
the  Shibboleth  of  the  federalists  of  that  day  and  pass- 
port to  security  against  insult  and  persecution,  in  the 
middle  and  eastern  states — the  vile  contrivance  of  an 
unprincipled  foreign  agent,  to  arm  brother  against 
brother  and  carry  differences  on  political  subjects 
into  the  bosom  of  our  families.  But  ive  stood  our 
ground,  and  so  brought  about  the  revolution  of  1800. 
Enquire,  however,  whether  some  of  the  persons  al- 
luded to,  were  not  of  those  who  upheld  the  wretched 
attempt  to  purchase  and  place  an  usurper  in  the  pre- 
sident’s seat  in  1801,  because  an  accidental  equality 

*Note  added.  Accidentally  turning  over  the  leaves 
of  an  old  democratic  paper,  in  my  collection  of  files, 
I happened  to  meet  with  the  following  paragraph, 
which  will  shew  the  feelings  that  ive  then  entertained 
of  acts  like  that  which  I now  reprehend.  It  is  from 
the  Delaware  “ Mirror ” of  the  28th  June,  1800,  the 
editor  of  which  nearly  had  the  honor  to  be  found 
guilty  under  the  sedition  law,  by  a late  famous  judge 
of  the  supreme  court  of  the  United  States,  whether 
the  grand  jury  would  present  him  or  not — being,  in- 
deed, as  presented  by  the  judge  to  the  grand  jury  that 
he  might  be  presented  by  them!!!  as  will  appear  by  a 
reference  to  the  facts,  stated  when  that  judge  himself 
was  under  trial  before  the  senate  of  the  U.  States. 

“Can  any  thing  be  more  unjust  and  tyrannical  than 
the  late  acts  of  the  legislature  of  Massachusetts  and 
New  Hampshire,  in  depriving  the  people  of  the  right 
of  choosing  electors  of  president  and  vice  president, 
and  usurping  the  power  themselves.  It  is  a plain  demon- 
stration that  they  consider  the  people  have  not  sense 
enough  to  choose  for  themselves , or  that  they  have  too 
much  honesty  to  choose  for  them,  [the  members  of  the 
legislatures].  If  the  people  submit,  in  silence,  to  this 
usurpation,  they  will  deserve  what  they  suffer — a ffe? 
privation  of  their  most  important  rights.” 
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fif  votes  put  it  in  the  power  of  congress  to  elect  the  , 
chief  magistrate,  which  power  was  used  in  utter  disre- ! 
gard  of  the  will  of  the  people,  as  the  senate  of  Penn- . 
sylvania  had  just  before  used  the  authority  which  that 
body  possessed.  Carry  your  recollection  of  persons  1 
and  things  next  to  the  great  party  measure  of  Jeffer- 
son's administration,  I mean  the  embargo,  v»rhich  es-  : 
tablished  the  principle  that  the  government  of  the  1 
United  States  was  not  instituted  for  the  benefit  of  the  j 
navigating  interest  alone , though  that  interest  finally  J 
dragged  us  into  a war,  which  the  people  would  have  1 
avoided.!  Look  at  the  yeas  and  nays  on  that  impor- 
tant question,  in  botli  houses  of  congress — you  will ; 
find  that  every  “federalist”  was  opposed  to  it;  and  we  ! 
used  to  think  that  any  thing  which  the  “federalists”  l 
opposed,  in  a body,  must  needs  be  “democratic”  and  1 
politically  right!  Proceed,  then,  to  the  next  strong 
party  measure,  so  considered  by  us,  as  well  on  consti- 1 
tutional  grounds  as  from  its  own  persecutions  for  po-  j 
litical  principle,  the  old  bank  of  the  United  States;  j 
and  again  you  will  find  that  every  “federalist”  in  con-  | 
gress  supported  a renewal  of  its  charter,  for  they  then  : 
regarded  it  as  the  only  remaining  rallying  point  of 1 
their  force  You  will  not  doubt  Mr.  Ritchie’s  ortho-  | 
doxy,  (though  he  has  not  ventured  to  approve  of  the 
proceedings  of  your  senate),  and  he  lately  declared 
that  that  sturdy  old  whig,  George  Clinton,  usaved  the 
constitution  of  his  country ” by  giving  his  costing  vote 
against  a renewal  of  the  charter  of  that  bank. 

Having  applied  these  things  to  the  great  and  the  or- 
thodox, I^prav  vou  carefully  to  examine  the  presiden- 
tial election  of  1812,  when  the  country  was  on  the 
very  verge  of  war — when  the  “republican”  party  was 
to  be  sustained  or  be  destroyed— rivhen  the  constitution 
itself  was  to  be  tested.  Mr.  Madison  was  the  undoubted 
candidate  of  our  party,  he  had  been  nominated,  “regu- 
larly nominated”  if  you  please,  by  82  members  out  of 
the  133  republicans  then  in  congress,  though  only  four 
gentlemen  were  present  from  New  York,  and  I sup- 
ported him,  though  four  years  before  I had  personally 
preferred  Mr.  Clinton,  as  did  the  state  of  New  York, 
seein*  that  only  one  of  your  representatives,  or  senators 
attended  the  caucus  of  ISOS,  and  yet  there  were  pre- 
sent at  that  meeting  94  of  the  130  republicans  in  con- 
gress. And  why  did  I support  Mr.  Madison  in  1812? 
because  I approved  of  the  measures  that  had  been 
adopted,  and  was  not  willing  to  risk  an  abandonment 
of  the  ground  that  we  had  taken  by  a change  in  the 
executive,  as  well  as  because  that,  with  the  excep- 
tion of  the  republicans  of  New  Aork,  he  was  the  se- 
lected candidate  of  the  republicans  every  where, 
without  caucus,  as  was  shewn  in  the  result — for  Mr. 
Clinton  did  not  receive  the  vote  of  one  “republican” 
elector,  unless  in  New  York,  if  your  state  was  then 
republican.  To  determine  the  character  of  this  elec- 
tion, call  to  mind  what  happened  in  New  Jersey:  by 
the  most  powerful  efforts  in  certain  of  the  counties, 
the  “federalists”  managed  to  get  a weak  majority  in 
jbe  legislature,  and  knowing  that  the  people  -would 
support  Mr.  Madison,  they  rudely  and  indecently 
wrested  the  right  of  voting  for  electors  irom  them,  by 
repealing  the  law,  at  the  moment,  as  it  were,  when 
the  voters  were  proceeding  to  the  polls!  There  was 
no  mistake  about  “federalism”  and  “republicanism” 
in  those  days — the  party-lines  were  so  clearly  drawn 
that  every  man  might  see  them.  But  I could  give  you 
the  names  of  certain  present  senators  of  the  United 
States,  the  very  Agamemnon's  of  the  caucus-party  now, 
who  opposed  "the  nomination  then,  and  even  after  v:e 
mere  involved  in  v:ar , when  political  steadiness  seemed 
indispensable  to  success  in  the  contest.  Are  these  the  men 

fOf  this  I shall  speak  at  large  on  another  occasion. 
The  war  of  1812  was  the  work  of  the  merchants. 
Thev  put  the  match  to  the  materiel  of  it,  and  [most  of 
them]  pretepded  to  be  astonished  when  an  explosion 
followed ! 


to  charge  me  with  heresy,  because  I refuse  to  support 
the  acts  of  a lean  and  lank  minority  of  the  republican 
members  of  congress  in  caucus — who  have  never 
put  forth  any  reason  for  their  preference — when  mea- 
sures are  not  spoken  of  at  all?  No — sir,  no;  it  will 
not  do — these  are  not  of  those  who  should  blame 
me!  I have  faults  enough,  but  the  want  of  devotion 
to  the  republican  cause  is  not  among  them.  But 
further,  aud  I state  the  fact  that  you  may  ponder  on. 
it,  every  professed  republican  in  Baltimore,  who 
supported  the  Clintonian  ticket  in  1812,  is.now  a cau- 
cus-man, if  yet  resident  with  us.*  It  is.  true  the  num- 
ber was  and  is  very  small.  Aided  by  the  whole  “fede- 
ral” force  in  1812,  they  gave  845  votes  out  of  3,477 — 
and  their  present  strength  may  amount  to  20  or  30, 
all  told.  But,  surely,  sir,  you  will  not,  on  this  ac- 
count, suspect  the  democracy  of  Baltimore,  the  only 
city  that  has  “gone  the  whole,”  and  kept  steady  to  the 
cause,  from  1798  to  the  present  time,  without  a sha- 
dow of  turning! 

Here  I shall  make  a small  digression  which,  per- 
haps, may  put  some  people  to  reflecting.  My  private 
feelings  were  with  Mr.  Clinton  in  1812 — but  for  the 
support  of  what  I thought  was  a political  principle, 
voted  against  him.  I believed  then,  and  believe  now, 
that  he  rvas  brought  out-as  a candidate  for  the  express  pw^ 
pose  of  breaking  him  down,  that  he  might  not  succeed  Air. 
Madison , as  he  certainly  would,  hadhe  refused  his  consent 
to  oppose  him,  on  that  occasion.  I said  this  at  the  time, 
and  lamented  that  such  a man,  as  I supposed  that  he 
was,  should  be  sacrificed  by  an  intrigue,  and  made 
some  humble  efforts  to  prevent  it:  he  was  a national 
man,  in  my  estimation,  who  ought  to  be  saved.  If  Mr. 
Solomon  SouthwicJc,  of  Albany,  has  two  letters  which  I 
wrote  to  him  in  1812,  they  will  shew  the  truth  of  what 
is  here  stated;  and  others,  of  the  same  purport,  were 
written  to  several  different  gentlemen,  whose  names  I 
cannot  recollect  at  present,  hut,  perhaps,  some  of 
them  may  happen  to  see  this  article,  and  will  be  so 
obliging  as  to  return  the  letters  to  me,  to  shew  what 
my  impressions  were,  and  that  every  prediction  has 
been  verified:  but.  if  any  prefer  it,  and  think  the  fact 
of  sufficient  importance,  they  may  publish  the  letters 
in  extenso,  at  once.  Had  my  well-meant  advice  and  fore- 
warning been  attended  to,  there  is  no  reason  to  doubt 
but  that  De  Wit  Clin  ton  would  have  been  in  the  place 
occupied  by  James  Monroe — whether  for  the  benefit  or 
injury  of  the  nation,  it  is  not  my. present  business  to 
enquire.  But  until  that  time  the  “democrats”  loved 
the  name  of  Clinton,  and  it  was  the  hated  of  the  other 
side,  speaking  politically.  So  it  seemed  necessary  to 
a certain  set  of  politicians  that  he  should  be  destroy- 
ed— he  draDk  from  the  Circean  cup,  not  knowing 
there  was  magic  in  it,  and  failed.  He  had  more  rea- 
son to  say  “heaven  defend  me  from  my  friends,”  than 
Timco  Danaos , See. — yet,  while  I opposed  his  election, 
he  was  regarded  by  myself  and  others,  as  one  of  the 
greatest  men  in  the  nation;  and  I well  remember  that 
a venerable  friend,  a soldier  of  the  revolution,  told 
me,  that  he  put  in  his  ballot  against  him  with  a heavy 
heart:  hut  he  thought  it  was  a duty  to  his  principles 
and  party,  to  oppose  his  election  to  the  presidency  at 
that  time.  And  yet,  though  it  may  be  treason  to  speak 
it,  I do  esteem  Mr.  Clinton  as  the  benefactor  of  New 
York  and  of  his  country,  whose  name  has  been  ren- 
dered immortal  by  the  perfection  of  what  dirty  politi- 
cians called  his  “BIG  DITCH.”  because  he  was  tho 
soul  of  the  undertaking,  and  would  surely  have  had  to 
bear  the  odium  of  a failure,  if  it  had  not  succeeded, 
and  I am  uncharitable  enough  to  suppose,  that  some 
really  wished  a failure,  after  the  expense  of  one  or 
two  millions  of  dollars,  that  he  might  be  disgi'aced.  I am 
not  afraid  to  appeal  to  the  secrets  of  men’s  hearts 

*1  speak  positively  of  all  that  I know,  and  I proba- 
bly know  nearly  every  one  of  them,  such  as  were  re? 
emits  “without  a name,”  excepted. 
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for  the  reasonableness  of  this  supposition — but  that  That,  from  and  after  the  thirtieth  day  of  June,  one 
“ditch”  has  produced  a revenue  of  seven  thousand  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twenty-four  in  lieu  of 
dollars  in  a single  week,  and  will  probably  pay  the  the  duties  now  imposed  by  law  on  the  im  Nation  of 
whole  cost  of  making  it,  and  also  supply  all  the  means  ( the  articles  hereinafter  mentioned,  the.  shall  be 
required  for  the  government  of  the  great  state  of  New  ■ levied,  collected  and  paid,  the  following  duties,  that 


York,  before  many  years  shall  pass  over  our  heads. 

I will  call  your  attention  to  one  other  thing,  and 
then  close  this  communication  with  a few  brief  re- 
marks on  the  concluding  matter  of  your  letter.  Look 
at  the  caucus  of  16,  and  say  whether  the  mem- 
bers of  congress,  therein  met,  respected  the  voice 
of  the  people?  It  is  true,  that  a small  majority  did, 
and  that  the  minority  yielded;  but  what  did  the  ortho- 
dox Mr.  Gales  say  of  that  caucus?  He  charged  the 
minority  of  the  members  with  combining,  intriguing 
and  caballing — with  utterly  disregarding  the  public  will, 
with  venality , with  meanness  and  conniption — saying  “no 
means  were  too  humble  to  aid  the  object ,”  as  may  be  seen 
in  full,  by  referring  to  the  25th  vol.  of  the  Register, 
page  101.  If  Ihad  ever  pinned  my  faith  on  Mr.  Gales’ 
sleeve,  which,  indeed,  sir,  I never  did! — he  then  said 
enough,  month  after  month,  to  have  convinced  me, 
that,  when  caucusses  were  held  for  men  and  not  for 
measures,  they  were  an  abomination  in  the  land — the 
very  sink-hole  of  political  filth.*  Now,  though  in  the 
caucus  of  1803,  you  had  only  one  member  present, 
and  in  that  of  1S12  only  four-;  19  attended  in  1816 — 
of  these,  16  voted  for  Mr.  Crawford,  being  the  exact 
number  present  from  Virginia,  who  voted  for  Mr. 
Monroe!  Then  New-York  opposed  Virginia — but,  at 
the  late  meeting  in  caucii3,  New  York  and  Virginia 
furnished  31  members  out  of  the  66  who  attended,  and 


is  to  say: 

First.  On  sail  duck,  oznaburgs,  burlaps,  and  tick- 
lenburgs,  a duty  of  fifteen  per  centum  ad  valorem. 

On  all  manufactures  of  wool,  or  of  which  -wool 
shall  be  a component  part,  except  worsted  stuff- 
goods  and  blankets,  which  shall  pay  twenty-five  per 
centum  ad  valorem,  a duty  of  thirty  per  centum  ad 
valorem,  until  the  thirtieth  day  of  June,  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  twenty-five,  and  after  that  time,  a 
duty  of  thirty-three  and  a third  per  centum  ad  va- 
lorem: Provided,  That,  on  all  manufactures  of  wool, 
except  flannels  and  baizes,  the  actual  value  of 
which,  at  the  place  whence  imported,  shall  not  ex- 
ceed thirty- three  and  a third  cents  per  square  yard, 
shall  be  charged  with  a duty  of  twenty-five  per  cent, 
ad  valorem. 

Second.  On  all  manufactures,  not  herein  specified,  of 
cotton,  silk,  flax  or  hemp,  or  of  which  either  of  these 
materials  shall  be  a component  part,  and  on  all  manu- 
factures of  silk,  or  of  which  silk  shall  be  a component 
material,  coming  from  beyond  the  Cape  of  Good 
Hope,  a duty  of  twenty-five  per  centum  ad  valorem; 
on  all  other  manufactures  of  silk,  or  of  which  silk 
shall  be  a component  material,  twenty  per  centum  ad 
valorem:  Provided , That  all  cotton  cloths  whatsoever, 
or  cloths  of  which  cotton  shall  be  a component  mate- 
rial, excepting  nankeens,  imported  directly  from 


it  is  to  be  presumed  that  they  all  voted  together  “as  a J China,  the  original  cost  of  which,  at  the  place  whence 
band  of  brothers.”  A chain  of  reflections  naturally  | imported,  with  the  addition  of  twenty  per  centum,  if 
suggest  themselves  on  the  mere  mention  of  these  facts,  i imported  from  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  or  any  place 
K*“T  beyond  it;  and  of  ten  per  centum,  if  imported  from 

any  other  place,  shall  be  less  than  thirty  cents  per 
square  yard,  shall,  with  such  addition,  be  taken  and 
deemed  to  have  cost  thirty  cents  per  square  yard,  and 
shall  be  charged  with  duty  accordingly.  And  that 
all  unbleached  and  uncolored  cotton  twist,  yarn  or 
thread,  the  original  cost  of  which  shall  be  less  than 


but  I must  hasten  to  conclude. 

As  to  what  is  called  “the  aera  of  good  feelings”!  do 
not  know  that  I have  had  any  agency  in  bringing  it 
it  about,  except  in  encouraging  a belief  that  the  fede- 
ralists have  the  same  right  to  think  for  themselves  that 
the  democrats  possess!  Jefferson  said  that  “every 
difference  of  opinion  is  not  a difference  of  principle 


and  that  “error  of  opinion  might  be  tolerated,  where  sixty  cents  per  pound,  shall  be  deemed  and  taken  to 
reason  was  left  free  to  combat  it.”  And  I must  say  have  cost  sixty  cents  per  pound,  and  shall  be  chare- 
hat  I have  notfound  the  federalists  less  apt  to  walk  in  ; ed  with  duty  accordingly.  And  all  bleached  or 
the  fear  of  God  and  pay  100  cents  to  the  dollar  of  their  colored  cotton  yarn,  twist  or  thread,  the  original  cost 
debts,  than  their  opponents;  or  better  fitted  for  the  of  which  shall  be  less  than  seventy-five  cents  per 
plunder  of  banks,  ruin  of  widows,  and  beggary  of  or-  pound,  shall  be  deemed  and  taken  to  have  cost  seven- 
phans.  But  the  simple  fact  is,  that  the  great  causes  ty  five  cents  per  pound,  and  shall  be  charged  with 
of  dispute  between  them  and  us  have  ceased,  ex-  duty  accordingly:  Provided,  also,  that  the  provisions 
cert  that  they  want  places  of  honor  and  profit  as  of  this  act  shall  not  apply  to,  or  be  enforced  against, 
well  as  ourselves!  In  truth,  I regret  the  dissolution  importations  of  goods  from  ports  or  places  eastward 
of  the  federal  party,  as  has  been  oftentimes  said  in  of  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  or  beyond  Cape  Horn,be- 
this  paper,  as  causing  the  rise  of  other  parties  less  fore  the  first  of  January  next  ensuing, 
generous  in  their  nature,  and  less  safe  in  their  ope-  Third.  On  wool  unmanufactured,  a duty  of  twenty 
ration — being  sectional  and  selfish.  But,  sir,  the  Es-  per  centum  ad  valorem,  until  the  first  day  of  June, 
sex  junto  was  not  the  only  junto  which  ice  have  had  in  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twenty-five;  after- 
the  United  States , that  I wished  to  see  put  down.  wards,  a duty  of  twenty-five  per  centum  ad  valorem, 

Yours  respectfully,  H.  NILES.  ; until  the  first  day  of  June,  one  thousand  eight. 

! hundred  and  twenty-six;  afterwards,  a duty  of  thirty 
1 per  centum  ad  valorem:  Provided,  That  all  wool,  the 
actual  value  of  which,  at  the  place  whence  imported, 
shall  not  exceed  ten  cents  per  pound,  shall  be  charg- 
er protected  than  any  other  interest.  Manufactures  ed  with  a duty  of  fifteen  per  centum  ad  valorem,  and 
are,  besides,  the  only  prosjierous  interest  o.f  the  coun-  no  more. 

try;  they  are  flourishing  at  the  expense  of  eve- j Fourth.  On  all  Leghorn  hats  or  bonnets,  and  all 
ry  other.”  National  Intelligencer,  March  21,  1S23.  ! hats  or  bonnets  of  straw,  chip  or  grass,  and  on  all 

' flats,  braids  or  plats,  for  making  of  hats  or  bonnets. 


Law  of  the  United  States. 

‘The  manufacturing  interest  is,  at  this  moment,  bet- 


Jln  act  to  amend  the  several  acts  imposing  duties  on  imports. 

Be  it  enacted,  by  the  senate  and  house  of  representatives 
of  the  Lnited  States  of  America,  in  congress  assembled, 

*Mr.  Gales  was  not  alone — the  orthodox  editor  of 
of  the  Democratic  Press,  said,  on  the  8th  Feb.  1816, 
“that  no  established  republican  paper  in  the  union  had 
rome  out  in  favor  of  Mr.  Crawford.”  Yet  he  had 
like  to  have  had  a majority  in  caucus! 


duty  of  fifty  per  centum  ad  valorem:  Provided,  That 
all  Leghorn  hats  and  bonnets,  and  all  ha'ts  or  bonnets 
of  straw,  chip  or  grass,  which,  at  the  place  whence 
imported,  with  the  addition  of  ten  per  centum,  shall 
have  cost  less  than  one  dollar  each,  shall,  with  such 
addition,  be  taken  and  deemed  to  have  cost  one  dol- 
lar each,  and  shall  be  charged  with  duty  accordingly. 

Fifth.  On  japanned  wares  of  all  kinds,  on  plated 
wares  of  all  kjnds,  and  on  all  manufactures,  not  other- 
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wise  specified,  made  of  brass,  iron,  steel,  pewter, 
lead  or  tin,  or  of  which  either  of  these  metals  is  a 
component  material,  a duty  of  twenty-five  per  centum 
ad  valorem. 

On  bolting  cloths,  fifteen  per  centum  ad  valorem; 

Oh  hair  cloth  and  hair  seating,  thirty  per  centum  ad 
valorem ; 

On  marble,  and  on  all  manufactures  of  marble, 
thirty  per  centum  ad  valorem; 

On  all  paper  hangings,  forty  per  cent,  ad  valorem; 

On  coach  laces,  of  cotton  or  other  material,  thirty- 
five  per  centum  ad  valorem;  on  all  other  laces, 
twelve  and  a half  per  centum  ad  valorem; 

On  lead,  in  pigs,  bars  or  sheets,  two  cents  per 
pound; 

On  leaden  shot,  three  and  one  half  cents  per  pound ; 

On  red  or  white  lead,  dry  or  ground  in  oil,  four 
cents  per  pound: 

On  Brussels,  Turkey,  and  Wilton  carpets  and  car- 
peting, fifty  cents  per  square  yard; 

On  all  Venitian  and  ingrain  carpets  or  carpeting, 
twenty-five  cents  per  square  yard; 

On  all  other  kinds  of  carpets  and  carpeting,  of 
wool,  flax,  hemp  or  cotton,  or  parts  of  either,  twen- 
ty cents  per  square  yard; 

On  oil  cloth  carpeting,  and  oil  cloths  of  every  de- 
scription, a duty  of  thirty  per  centum  ad  valorem; 

On  all  other  carpets  and  carpeting,  mats  and  floor 
cloths,  made  of  tow,  flags,  or  any  other  material,  a 
duty  of  thirty  per  centum  ad  valorem; 

On  hemp,  at  the  rate  of  thirty-five  dollars  per  ton; 

On  tarred  cables  and  cordage,  four  cents  per 
pound; 

On  untarred  cordage,  yarns,  twine,  pack  thread, 
smd  seines,  five  cents  per  pound; 

On  cotton  bagging,  three  cents  and  three  fourths  of 
a cent  per  square  yard; 

On  iron,  in  bars  or  bolts,  not  manufactured,  in 
•whole  or  in  part,  by  rolling,  ninety  cents  per  hundred 
ana  twelve  pounds; 

On  round  iron,  or  braziers’  rods,  of  three  six- 
teenths to  eight  sixteenths  of  an  inch  diameter,  in- 
clusive; and  on  iron,  in  nail  or  spike  rods,  slit;  and 
on  iron,  in  sheets,  and  hoop-iron;  and  on  iron,  slit  or 
rolled,  for  band-iron,  scroll-iron,  or  casement  rods, 
three  cents  per  pound; 

On  iron  spikes,  four  cents  per  pound; 

On  iron  nails,  cut  or  wrought,  five  cents  per  pound; 

On  tacks,  brads'  and  sprigs,  not  exceeding  sixteen 
ounces  to  the  thousand,  five  cents  per  thousand;  ex- 
ceeding sixteen  ounces  to  the  thousand,  five  cents 
per  pound; 

On  iron  or  steel  wire,  not  exceeding  number 
eighteen,  five  cents  per  pound;  over  number  eigh- 
teen, nine  cents  per  pound; 

On  square  wire,  used  in  the  manufacture  of  stretch- 
ers for  umbrellas,  twelve  per  centum  ad  valorem; 

On  anvils  and  anchors,  two  cents  per  pound; 

On  iron  cables  or  chains,  or  parts  thereof,  three 
cents  per  pound;  and  no  drawback  shall  be  allowed 
on  the  exportation  of  iron  cables,  or  parts  thereof. 

On  mill  cranks  and  mill  irons,  of  wrought  iron, 
your  cents  per  pound; 

On  mill  saws,  one  dollar  each ; 

On  blacksmiths’  hammers  and  sledges,  two  and  a 
half  cents  per  pound ; 

On  muskets,  one  dollar  and  fifty  cents  per  stand; 

On  rifles,  two  dollars  and  fifty  cents  each; 

On  all  other  fire  arms,  and  on  side  arms,  thirty  per 
centum  ad  valorem; 

On  cutting  knives,  scythes,  sickles  and  reaping 
hooks,  spades  and  shovels,  of  iron  or  steel,  thirty  per 
centum  ad  valorem ; 

On  screws  of  iron,  weighing  twenty-five  pounds,  or 
upwards,  thirty  per  centum  ad  valorem; 

On  screws  for  wood,  commonly  called  wood 
screws,  thirty  per  centum  ad  valorem: 


On  vessels  of  cast  iron,  not  otherwise  specified,  one 
and  a half  cents  per  pound; 

On  all  other  castings  of  iron,  not  specified,  one  cent 
per  pound; 

On  all  vessels  of  copper,  thirty-five  per  centum  ad 
valorem ; 

On  quills  prepared  or  manufactured,  twenty-five 
per  centum  ad  valorem; 

On  slates  and  tyles  for  building,  twenty-five  per 
centum  ad  valorem; 

On  black  lead  pencils,  forty  jfhr  centum  ad  val©^ 
rem; 

On  tallow  candles,  five  cents  per  pound ; 

On  spermaceti  candles,  eight  cents  per  pound; 

On  soap,  four  cents  per  pound; 

On  lard,  three  cents  per  pound; 

On  wheat,  twenty-five  cents  per  bushel; 

On  oats,  ten  cents  per  bushel; 

On  wheat  flour,  fifty  cents  per  hundred  weight; 

On  potatoes,  ten  cents  per  bushel; 

On  coal,  six  cents  per  heaped  bushel; 

On  corks,  twelve  cents  per  pound; 

On  prunelle  and  other  shoes,  or  slippers  of  stuff  or 
nankeen,  twenty-five  cents  per  pair; 

On  laced  boots  or  bootees,  one  dollar  and  fifty  cent? 
per  pair; 

On  linseed,  rape  seed,  and  hemp  seed  oil,  twenty- 
five  cents  per  gallon ; 

On  castor  oil,  forty  cents  per  gallon; 

On  ale,  beer  and  porter,  imported  in  bottles, 
twenty  cents  per  gallon;  imported  otherwise  than  in 
bottles,  fifteen  cents  per  gallon; 

On  beef  and  pork,  two  cents  per  pound; 

On  hams,  and  other  bacon,  three  cents  per  pound; 

On  butter,  five  cents  per  pound ; 

On  vinegar,  eight  cents  per  gallon; 

On  alum,  two  dollars  and  fifty  cents  per  hundred 
weight; 

On  refined  saltpetre,  three  cents  per  pound; 

On  blue  or  Roman  vitriol,  four  cents  per  pound  ; 

On  oil  of  vitriol,  three  cents  per  pound; 

On  Glauber  salts,  two  cents  per  pound; 

On  Epsom  salts,  four  cents  per  pound; 

On  camphor,  crude,  eight  cents  per  pound; 

On  camphor,  refined,  twelve  cents  per  pound: 

On  copperas,  two  dollars  per  hundred  weight; 

On  Cayenne  pepper,  fifteen  cents  per  pound; 

On  ginger,  two  cents  per  pound; 

On  chocolate,  four  cents  per  pound; 

On  currants  and  figs,  three  cents  per  pound; 

On  plums,  prunes,  Muscatel  raisins,  and  raisins  in 
jars  and  boxes,  four  cents  per  pound; 

On  all  other  raisins,  three  cents  per  pound; 

On  window  glass,  not  above  eight  inches  by  ten  in- 
ches in  size,  three  dollars  per  hundred  square  feet; 
not  above  ten  inches  by  twelve  inches  in  size,  three 
dollars  and  fifty  cents  per  hundred  square  feet;  and  if 
above  ten  inches  by  twelve  inches  in  size,  four  dol- 
lars per  hundred  square  feet:  Provided , That  all  win- 
dow glass,  imported  in  plates,  uncut,  shall  be  charge- 
able with  the  highest  rate  of  duties  hereby  imposed; 

On  black  glass  bottles,  not  exceeding  the  capacity 
of  one  quart,  two  dollars  per  groce;  on  bottles  ex- 
ceeding one  quart,  and  not  more  than  two  quarts,  two 
dollars  and  fifty  cents  per  groce;  over  two  quarts, 
and  not  exceeding  on  gallon,  three  dollars  per  groce; 

On  demijohns,  twenty-five  cents  each; 

On  apothecaries’  vials,  of  the  capacity  of  four 
ounces  and  less,  one  dollar  per  groce;  on  the  same, 
above  four  ounces  and  not  exceeding  eight  ounces, 
one  dollar  and  twenty-five  cents  per  groce; 

On  all  wares  of  cut  glass,  not  specified,  three  cents 
per  pound;  and,  in  addition  thereto,  an  ad  valorem 
duty  of  thirty  per  centum; 

On  all  other  articles  of  glass,  two  cents  per  pound; 
and,  in  addition  thereto^  an  ad  valorem  duty  of  twen- 
ty per  centum;  ' 
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On  all  books,  which  the  importer  shall  make  it  sa-  j 
tisfactorily  appear,  to  the  collector  of  the  port  at 
which  the'  same  shall  be  entered,  were  printed  pre- 
vious to  the  year  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
seventy-five;  and  also,  on  all  books  printed  in  other 
languages  than  English,  four  cents  per  volume,  except 
books  printed  in  Latin  or  Greek;  on  all  books  printed 
in  Latin  or  Greek,  when  bound,  fifteen  cents  per 
pound;  when  not  bound,  thirteen  cents  per  pound; 

On  all  other  books,  when  bound,  thirty  cents  per 
pound;  when  in  sheets  or  boards,  twenty-six  cents 
per  pound; 

On  folio  and  quarto  post  paper,  of  all  kinds,  twen- 
ty cents  per  pound; 

On  foolscap  and  all  drawing  and  writing  paper,  se- 
venteen cents  per  pound; 

On  printing;,  copper  plate,  and  Stainers’  paper,  ten 
oents  per  pound; 

On  sheathing  paper,  binders’  and  box  boards,  and 
Wrapping  paper,  of  ail  kinds,  three  cents  per  pound ; 

On  all  other  paper,  fifteen  cents  per  pound; 

A duty  of  twelve  and  a half  per  centum  ad  valorem 
on  all  articles  not  herein  specified,  and  now  paying  a 
duty  of  seven  and  a half  per  centum  ad  valorem;  with 
the  exception  of  patent  adhesive  felt,  for  covering 
ships’  bottoms,  which  shall  be  admitted  free  of  duty, 
until  June  thirtieth,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
twenty-six. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  an  addition 
of  ten  per  centum  shall  be  made  to  the  several  rates 
of  duties  hereby  imposed  upon  the  several  articles 
aforesaid,  which,  after  the  said  respective  times  for 
the  commencement  of  the  Juties  hereby  imposed, 
shall  be  imported  in  ships  or  vessels  not  of  the  United 
States:  Provided,  That  this  addition  shall  not  be  ap- 
plied to  articles  imported  in  ships  or  vessels,  not  of 
the  United  States,  entitled,  by  treaty  or  by  any  act  of 
congress,  to  be  admitted  on  payment  of  the  same  du- 
ties that  are  paid  on  like  articles  imported  in  ships  or 
vessels  of  the  United  States. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  there  shall 
be  allowed  a drawback  of  the  duties  by  this  act  im- 
posed, upon  the  exportation  of  any  articles  that  shall 
have  paid  the  same,  within  the  time  and  in  the  man- 
ner, and  subject  to  the  provisions  and  restrictions 
prescribed  in  the  fourth  section  of  the  act,  entitled 
san  act  to  regulate  the  duties  on  imports  and  tonnage,’ 
passed  the  twenty-seventh  day  of  April,  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  sixteen. 

Sec.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  draw- 
back allowed  by  law  on  plain  silk  cloths,  shall  be 
allowed,  although  the  said  cloths,  before  the  expor- 
tation thereof,  shall  have  been  colored,  printed, 
stained,  dyed,  stamped,  or  painted,  in  the  United 
States.  But,  whenever  any  such  cloths,  so  imported, 
shall  be  intended  to  be  so  colored,  printed,  stained, 
dyed,  stamped,  or  painted,  and  afterwards  to  be  ex- 
ported from  the  United  States,  with  privilege  of  draw- 
back, each  package  thereof  shall,  before  the  same 
shall  be  delivered  from  the  public  stores,  be  opened 
and  examined  by  an  inspector  of  the  customs,  and 
the  contents  thereof  measured  or  weighed,  and  the 
quality  thereof  ascertained,  and  a sample  of  each 
piece  thereof  reserved  at  the  custom  house;  and  a 
particular  account  or  registry  of  such  examination,  de- 
scribing the  number  of  pieces  in  each  package,  their 
weight  or  measure,  and  the  samples  thereof  reserved, 
shall  be  entered  in  the  books  of  the  custom  hou^e; 
and,  after  such  examination,  said  goods  shall  be  re- 
packed in  the  original  package,  and  the  said  original 
package  shall  be  marked  with  a custom  house  mark. 
And,  whenever  any  such  goods,  being  thus  colored, 
printed,  stained,  dyed,  stamped,  or  painted,  shall  be 
entered  at  the  custom  house  for  exportation  and 
drawback,  the  same  shall  be  so  entered  in  Jhe  origi- 
nal package,  marked  as  aforesaid,  and  not  otherwise, 
cmless  the  person,  so  entering  the  same,  shall  give 


satisfactory  evidence  to  the  collector  or  naval  officer, 
or  one  of  them,  that  such  original  package  has  been 
lost  or  destroyed  by  accident;  and  no  such  applica- 
tion for  drawback  shall  be  made,  except  on  the  con- 
tents of  entire  packages;  and  upon  application  for 
such  entry  and  drawback,  the  contents  of  the  pack- 
ages, so  offered,  shall  be  examined  by  an  inspector 
of  the  customs,  and  measured  or  weighed,  and  com- 
pared with  the  original  entry,  registry,  and  samples; 
and  if,  upon  such  comparison  and  full  examination, 
the  collector  shall  be  satisfied  that  the  contents  of  each 
package  are  the  same  identical  goods  imported  and 
registered  as  aforesaid,  and  not  changed  or  altered, 
except  by  being  colored,  printed,  stained,  dyed, 
stamped,  or  painted,  as  aforesaid,  then  the  person, 
so  entering  such  goods,  shall  be  admitted  to  the  oath 
prescribed  by  law,  to  be  used  in  cases  of  application 
for  exportation  of  goods  for  the  benefit  of  drawback, 
and  shall  thereupon  be  entitled  to  drawback,  as  in 
other  cases:  Provided,  That  the  exporter  shall,  in 
every  other  particular,  comply  with  the  regulations 
and  formalities,  heretofore  established,  for  entries  of 
goods  for  exportation  with  the  benefit  of  drawback. 
And  if  any  person  shall  present,  for  exportation  ancl 
drawback,  any  colored,  printed,  stained,  dyed,  stamp- 
ed, or  painted  silk,  or  nankeen  cloths,  knowing  the’ 
same  not  to  be  entitled  to  drawback,  according  to  the 
provisions  of  this  act,  or  shall  wilfully  misrepresent  or 
conceal  the  contents  or  quality  of  any  package  as 
aforesaid,  the  said  goods,  so  presented  or  entered  for 
drawback,  shall  be  forfeited,  and  maybe  seized  by  the 
collector,  and  proceeded  with,  and  the  forfeiture  dis- 
tributed, as  in  other  cases. 

Sec.  5.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  existing 
laws  shall  extend  to,  and  bt  in  force  for,  the  collec- 
tion of  the  duties  imposed  by  this  act,  for  the  prose- 
cution and  punishment  of  all  offences,  and  for  the  re- 
covery, collection,  distribution  and  remission,  of  all 
fines,  penalties  and  forfeitures,  as  fully  and  effectually 
as  if  every  regulation,  penalty,  forfeiture,  provision, 
clause,  matter  and  thing,  to  that  effect,  in  the  exist- 
ing laws  contained,  had  been  inserted  in  and  re- 
enacted by  this  act. 

Sec.  6.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  provi- 
sions of  the  second  section  of  the  act  of  congress,  en- 
titled “an  act  to  regulate  the  duties  on  imports  and 
tonnage,”  approved  April  twenty-seventh,  one  thou- 
sand eight  hundred  and  sixteen,  shall  extend  and 
enure  to  the  benefit  of  the  schools  and  colleges  within 
the  Lmited  States,  or  the  territories  thereof,  in  the 
same  manner,  and  under  the  like  limitations  and  re- 
strictions, as  is  provided  in  said  act,  with  respect  to 
seminaries  of  learning. 

H.  CLAY, 

Speaker  of  the  house  of  representatives. 

JOHN  GA1LLARD, 
President  of  the  senate,  pro  tern. 

Washington,  May  22d,  1824: — Approved, 

JAMES  MONROE. 


The  convention  with  Great  Britain. 

FROM  THE  NATIONAL  INTELLIGENCER. 

We  promised,  in  our  last,  that  we  would  lay  before 
our  readers  the  particulars  of  the  proceedings  of  the 
senate  upon  the  convention,  lately  concluded  between 
the  United  States  and  Great  Britain,  proposing  cer- 
tain arrangements  for  the  further  suppression  of  the 
slave  trade.  With  this  promise  we  find  ourselves  pre- 
vented from  literally  complying,  by  a rule  of  the  se- 
nate, which  forbids  extracts  to  be  taken  from  the  jour- 
nal of  executive  proceedings.  The  injunction  of  the 
secrecy  is  removed  as  to  the  facts,  but  remains  as  to 
the  form,  of  the  proceedings.  We  are  able  to  state, 
therefore,  only  such  particulars  as  we  obtain  from 
oral  report. 
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The  convention  was  concluded  and  signed,  on  the 
13th  March,  between  our  minister,  Richard  Rush,  on 
the  part  of  the  United  States,  and,  on  the  part  of 
Great  Britain,  by  the  right  honorable  William  Huskis- 
son  and  the  right  honorable  Stratford  Canning. 

The  convention  comprises  ten  articles. 

Art.  1st,  authorizes  commanders  and  other  com- 
missioned officers  of  the  two  nations,  duly  authorized 
to  cruise  on  the  coasts  of  Africa,  of  America,  and 
the  West  Indies,  for  the  suppression  of  the  slave 
trade,  under  conditions  subsequently  specified,  to 
search,  detain,  capture,  and  send  into  the  proper  coun- 
try of  the  captured  vessel,  any  vessel,  of  either  na- 
tion, concerned  in  unlawful  traffic  in  slaves — the  ves- 
sels so  carried  in  to  be  tried  by  the  tribunals  of  the 
country  to  which  they  belong. 

Art  2d,  applies  the  same  rule  to  vessels  chartered 
“by  citizens  of  either  nation,  though  not  bearing  the 
flag  of  that  nation,  nor  owned  by  individuals  belong- 
ing to  it,  &c. 

Art.  3,  requires  that,  in  all  cases,  where  any  ves- 
sel of  either  party  shall  be  boarded  by  any  naval  of- 
ficer of  the  other  party,  on  suspicion  of  being  con- 
cerned in  the  slave  trade,  the  officer  shall  deliver  to 
the  captain  of  the  vessel  so  boarded,  a certificate,  in 
writing,  signed  by  the  naval  officer,  specifying  his 
rank,  &c.  and  the  object  of  his  visit;  and  makes  some 
other  provisions  for  the  delivery  of  ships’  papers, 
when  captured  under  this  convention. 

Art.  4,  limits  the,  right  of  search,  recognized  by 
this  convention,  to  such  as  shall  be  necessary  to  the 
ascertainment  of  the  fact,  whether  said  vessel  is  or  is 
not  engaged  in  the  slave  trade. 

Art.  5,  makes  it  the  duty  of  commanders,  of  either 
nation,  having  captured  a vessel  of  the  other,  under 
this  treaty,  to  receiv.e  into  his  custody  the  vessel  cap- 
tured, and  send  or  carry  it  into  a port  of  the  vessel’s 
proper  country,  &c.  for  adjudication,  if  required;  in 
every  which  case,  triplicate  declarations  are  to  be 
signed,  &c.  &c. 

Art.  6,  provides  that,  in  cases  of  capture  by  the 
officers  of  either  party,  under  this  convention,  where 
no  national  vessel  of  the  nation  of  the  captured  ves- 
sel is  cruising,  the  captor  Shall  either  spnd  or  carry 
his  prize  to  some  convenient  port  of  its  own  country, 
or  of  its  own  dependencies,  for  adjudication,  &c. 

Art.  7,  provides  that  the  commanders  and  crews  of 
these  captured  vessels  shall  be  proceeded  against  in 
the  countries  into  which  they  are  brought,  as  pirates, 
&c  &c. 

Art.  8,  confines  the  right  of  search,  under  this  trea- 
ty,to  such  officers  of  both  parties,  as  are  specially  in- 
structed to  execute  the  laws  of  their  respective  coun- 
tries in  relation  to  the  slave  trade.  For  every  vexa- 
tious and  abusive  exercise  of  this  right,  officers  are 
to  be  personally  liable,  in  costs  and  damages,  &c.  and 
prescribes  other  proceedings  to  be  had  in  such  cases. 

Art.  9,  provides  that  the  government  of  cither  na- 
tion will  inquire  into  abuses  of  this  convention,  and 
the  laws  of  each  country,  by  the  officers  thereof,  re- 
spectively, and  inflict  on  the  officers  complained  of, 
adequate  punishment. 

Art,  10,  declares  that  the  right,  reciprocally  con- 
ceded by  this  treaty,  is  wholly  and  exclusively  found- 
ed on  the  two  nations  having,  by  their  laws,  made  the 
slave  trade  piracy,  and  is  not  to  be  taken  to  affect,  in 
any  other  way,  the  rights  of  the  parties,  &c.  and  en- 
gages that  each  power  shall  use  its  influence  wTith  all 
civilized  powers,  to  procure  from  them  the  acknow- 
ledgment of  the  slave  trade  being  piracy  under  the 
law  of  nations. 

Art.  11,  provides  that  the  ratifications  of  the  treaty 
shall  be  exchanged  at  London,  within  twelve  months, 
©r  as  much  sooner  thereafter  as  possible. 

The  above  paragraphs  contain  a synopsis  of  the 
convention,  as  laid  before  the  senate.  It  was  ratified 
by  the  senate,  with  certain  conditions;  one  of  which 


limited  the  duration  of  the  treaty  to  the  pleasure  of 
the  parties,  and  another  limited  the  right  of  search 
to  the  African  seas.  Of  these  conditions,  the  grounds 
of  objection  to  the  treaty,  and  the  votes  upon  it,  if 
not  presented  to  the  public  in  an  official  form,  we 
shall  hereafter  present  a farther  account  to  our  rea- 
ders. 


Congressional  Report. 

Report  of  the  committee  to  which  teas  referred  that  part  of 

the  president's  message  which  relates  to  the  repairs  of  the 

Cumberland  road.  Maul,  1824 — Read  and  committed 

to  a committee,  of  the  whole  house. 

The  committee,  to  which  was  referred  that  part  of 
the  president’s  message  which  relates  to  the  repairs  of 
the  Cumberland  road,  report.-  That,  in  the  opinion  of 
the  committee,  the  congress  of  the  United  States  have 
complete  power  to  establish  tolls  on  the  Cumberland 
road,  for  the  purpose  of  defraying  the  expense  of  fu- 
ture repairs,  and  of  providing,  by  suitable  penalties, 
for  its  protection,  against  future  injury.  This  right 
in  congress  has  been  solemnly  declared  by  both 
branches  of  the  legislature,  on  several  occasions,  and 
in  particular  by  the  passage  of  a bill  for  the  erection 
of  toll-gates  on  this  road,  containing  the  usual  penal- 
ties, which  bill  passed  in  the  senate  and  house  of  re- 
presentatives by  considerable  majorities.  The  prin- 
ciple contained  in  the  bill,  in  the  opinion  of  the  com- 
mittee, assumed  no  state  jurisdiction;  it  was  simply 
the  exercise  of  a power  to  secure, the  full  enjoyment 
of  a law  of  the  United  States,  which  had  been  con- 
stitutionally enacted.  The  act  of  an  infringement  of 
an  United  States  law,  with  a few  exceptions,  must 
necessarily'  be  committed  within  the  territory  of  a 
state,  but  he  who  commits  the  offence  is  to  be  punish- 
able by  the  United  States.  This  does  not  carry  with 
it  any  state  jurisdiction;  and  it  would  seem  to  be  a 
position  indispensable,  that,  in  order  to  give  efficacy 
to  the  laws,  the  general  government  must  be  invested 
with  a power  to  protect  its  own  constitutional  legisla- 
tion. 

The  general  government  cannot  acquire  exc*usiye 
jurisdiction,  except  over  all  places  purchased  bj  the 
consent  of  the  legislature  of  the  state  in  which  the 
same  shall  be,  for  the  erection  of  forts,  magazines, 
arsenals,  dockyards  and  other  needful  buildings;  the 
-states  can,  in  no  other  instance,  give  jurisdiction  to 
the  United  States.  The  general  government  derives 
its  w7hole  power  from  the  constitution,  and  it  can 
neither  be  increased  or  diminished,  in  the  slightest 
particular,  by  any  other  means  than  by  an  amendment 
of  the  constitution. 

The  general  government  and  the  states  are  to  act 
in  their  own  proper  spheres,  upon  the  powers  they 
respectively  possess;  they  cannot  exchange  powers, 
or,  by  any  consent  or  combination  of  powers,  give  or 
take  jurisdiction  from  each  other. 

To  recommend  a law  to  authorize  the  president  to 
enter  into  an  arrangement  with  the  several  states 
through  which  the  road  passes,  to  establish  tolls, 
each  within  its  limits,  would  imply  a doubt  on  this 
important  subject,  which  the  committee  do  not  en- 
tertain. 

Concerning  the  policy  of  the  measure,  also,  the 
committee  will  most  respectfully  suggest,  that  it 
probably  would  not  answer  the  end  expected.  The 
mixing  of  authorities  over  this  road  might  lead  to 
unpleasant  results— one  state  might  erect  toll-gates 
within  its  limits,  and  the  other  refuse;  in  that  case, 
the  road  would  belong  to  different  jurisdictions;  and, 
even  if  all  were  to  unite  in  the  erection  of  toll-gates 
within  their  respective  limits,  different  interests 
might  be  felt,  and  the  road  be  unequally  repaired.  The 
western  states,  too,  might  complain  of  the  state  of  re- 
pairs, which  would  produce  irritation  and  unea,sjness 
among  sister  statex 
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And,  as  regards  the  states  themselves,  would  they 
he  willing  to  undertake  the  trouble  of  the  manage- 
ment of  a road,  not  made  mainly  for  their  own  ac- 
commodation? 

If  they  enter  into  any  arrangement,  they  must  take 
care  that  it  is  annually  complied  with.  One  state- 
ment must  be  annually  sent  to  the  state  legislatures 
for  their  examination,  and  another  account  of  the 
proceedings  must  be  sent,  annually,  to  the  general  go- 
vernment, for  its  inspection. 

If  the  states  do  not  comply  with  the  arrangement, 
the  right  over  the  road  must  be  receded  to  the  United 
States— some  might  comply,  and  others  fail;  in  this 
case,  the  road  again  would  belong  to  different  juris- 
dictions. 

And,  if  there  should  be  a difference  of  opinion  as 
to  a compliance  with  the  arrangement,  how  is  it  to 
be  adjusted?  Would  any  of  the  states  be  willing  to 
hold  a jurisdiction  so  conditional  and  dependent;  one 
by  which  they  would  be  obliged  to  fender  an  annual 
account  of  their  proceedings  to  another  authority.  It 
appears  to  the  committee,  that  the  superintendence 
of  the  road  ought  exclusively  to  belong  to  a single 
jurisdiction. 

It  has  been  the  constant  and  anxious  solicitude  of 
the  committee  on  the  Cumberland  road,  that  the  ex- 
pense  of  repairing  it  should  be  raised  by  the  collec- 
tion of  tolls;  and  it  is  believed  that  it  is  the  general 
wish  of  the  western  section  of  the  country,  that  the 
road  should  be  maintained  at  the  expense  of  those 
who  use  it,  and  not  by  the  annual  appropriation  of 
money. 

Resolved,  That  it  is  inexpedient  to  authorize  the 
president  of  ' the  United  States  to  enter  into  any  ar- 
rangement with  the  several  states,  or  any  of  them,  on 
the  subject  of  the  Cumberland  road. 


Eighteenth  Congress — first  session. 

SENATE. 

May  20.  The  vice  president,  in  a few  brief  re- 
marks, in  which  he  expressed  his  sense  of  the  kind 
and  courteous  treatment  which  he  had  experienced 
from  the  members,  collectively  and  individually,  sig- 
nified to  the  senate  that  he  should  not  preside  over  the 
body,  during  the  present  session,  after  this  day.  He 
then  called  upon  Mr.  Gaillard , to  wrhom  he  relin- 
quished the  chair. 

May  21.  The  vice  president  not  being  present,  the 
senate  was  called  to  order  by  the  secretary.  On  mo- 
tion of  Mr.  Holmes,  of  Maine,  the  senate  proceeded  to 
ballot  for  a president  pro  tempore. 

The  whole  number  of  votes  given  in  was  35 
Necessary  to  a choice  18 

John  Gaillard  had  23  votes,  and  was  declared  to 
Lave  been  elected  president  pro  tempore.  Mr.  Gail- 
j.ard  immediately  took  the  chair,  and  expressed  to 
the  senate,  in  a very  neat  and  appropriate  speech,  his 
sense  of  the  high  honor  conferred  upon  him. 

A number  of  bills  were  passed  to  a third  reading — 
and  several  reports  made,  which  will  be  sufficiently 
noticed  hereafter. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Van  Buren,  the  bill  reported  by 
the  committee  on  the  judiciary,  “in  addition  to  an 
act,  entitled  an  act  to  establish  an  uniform  system  of 
naturalization,”  was  taken  up  for  consideration,  in 
committee  of  the  -whole.  Mr.  Van  Buren  stated  the 
provisions  of  the  different  sections  of  the  bill.  Its 
principal  provisions  are,  to  authorize  aliens,  who 
were  infants  at  the  time  of  entering  the  country,  to 
take  the  oaths,  and  produce  the  necessary  proofs  of 
residence  in  the  country  for  the  requisite  period,  and 
to  become  citizens;  and  it  also  reduces  the  term  of 
residence,  pre-requisite  for  an  alien  to  become  a citi- 
zen, from  five  to  three  years. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Holmes,  of  Maine,  the  provisions 
of  the  bill  wepe  limited  to  “free  white  persons.” 


Messrs,  Findlay,  Van  Buren,  Holmes,  of  Maine, 
Mills,  Elliott,  II.  Johnson,  of  Lou.  and  Taylor,  of  Va. 
discussed  the  propriety  of  the  bill,  in  respect  to  its  ge- 
neral principles,  and  to  its  details. 

The  bill  was  then  reported  to  the  senate,  and  pass- 
ed to  be  engrossed  and  read  the  third  time. 

The  bills  from  the  house  of  representatives,  “to  au- 
thorize the  creation  of  stock,  not  exceeding  five  mil 
lions  of  dollars,  to  meet  the  awards  of  the  commis- 
sioners under  the  treaty  with  Spain,  made  22d  Fe- 
bruary, 1819,”  and  “to  improve  the  navigation  of  the 
Ohio  and  Mississippi,  rivers,”  were  severally  read 
the  third  time  and  passed. 

The  senate,  both  yesterday  and  to-day,  spent  a con- 
siderable time  in  the  consideration  of  executive  busi- 
ness. 

May  22.  Much  local  or  private  business  was  attend- 
ed to  this  day,  and  many  bills  passed  to  a third  read- 
ing— but  it  does  not  seem  necessary  to  give  the  de- 
tails at  this  time.  Executive  business  occupied  a 
considerable  part  of  the  day. 

May  24.  Leave  of  absence  was  granted  to  Messrs. 
Branch  and  Jackson  for  the  remainder  of  the  session. 

Mr.  Barton  presented  the  memorial  of  the  dele- 
gates of  the  Cherokee  nation,  stating  that,  from  their 
advanced  state  of  civilization,  they  have  found  it  ne- 
cessary to  establish  a more  regular  system  of  govern- 
ment, for  the  protection  of  property,  life,  liberty, 
and  the.pursuit  of  happiness;  that  they  have,  accord- 
ingly, established  legislative  and  judiciary  branches 
of  government,  upon  a plan,  simple  and  comprehen- 
sible to  the  Cherokees.  To  support  their  govern- 
ment, they  found  it  necessary  to  impose  taxes  on 
merchants  and  pedlars  in  their  nation.  The  power 
to  impose  this  tax,  under  the  treaties  subsisting  be- 
tween them  and  the  United  States,  has  been  disputed; 
and  the  attorney  general  of  the  United  States  has 
given  an  opinion  to  the  proper  department  against 
the  right  of  the  Cherokees  to  impose  the  tax;  and* 
under  that  opinion,  it  has  been  intimated  to  the  dele- 
gates that  a return  of  the  taxes  will  be  expected,  and 
that  they  must  refrain  from  the  exercise  of  this 
power  in  future. 

The  delegates,  on  behalf  of  the  nation,  appeal  to 
congress  for  relief  against  this  decision,  and  present 
copies  of  the  opinion  of  the  attorney  general,  and  of 
an  opinion  of  judge  White,  of  Tennessee,  given,  on 
application  some  years  since. 

Many  bills  were  variously  disposed  of,  and  pro- 
ceedings had,  which  shall  appear  hereafter  as  thought 
useful.  [The  simple  recapitulation  of  what  has  taken 
place  this  week  would  wholly  fill  our  sheet.] 

A large  number  of  bills  were  passed,  and  sent  to 
the  other  house — this  being  the  last  day  of  the  session 
on  which  bills  can  be  sent  for  concurrence,  accord- 
ing to  the  joint  rules  of  the  two  houses. 

The  senate  held  an  evening  session  this  day,  to  gel 
through  the  bills  which  required  an  act  of  the  other 
house.  They  were  local  or  private. 

May  25.  Many  bills  from  the  other  house,  were 
taken  up,  considered  and  passed  to  a third  reading. 

The  bill  from  the  house  of  representatives,  “to  au- 
thorize the  legal  representatives  of  the  marquis  de 
Maison  Rouge  to  commence  an  action  in  the  courts 
of  the  LTnited  States,  to  try  the  validity  of  his  title  to 
lands,  the  claim  to  which  is  disputed  by  the  United 
States,”  was  taken  up  for  consideration  in  committee 
of  the  whole.  After  a discussion  of  considerable 
length,  in  which  Messrs.  Van  Dyke,  Dickerson , H. 
Johnson,  of  Lou.  Van  Buren,  ./.  S.  Johnston,  of  Lou. 
King , of  Alabama,  Lowrie  and  Brown , took  part;  the 
bill  was  refused  a third  reading,  13  in  favor  of,  and 
14  against  it. 

A number  of  bills  were  passed — the  other  proceed- 
ings, needful  for  record,  shall  appear  hereafter.  An 
evening  session  was  held  this  day. 
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May  26.  Forty-seven  bills,  received  heretofore  from 
the  house  of  representatives,  and  acted  upon,  were 
taken  up  and  passed.  Other  matters  were  rejected, 
postponed,  &c.  and  all  the  legislative  business  dis- 
posed of — after  which  the  senate  proceeded  to  the 
consideration  of  executive  business. 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

Thursday,  May  20.  After  other  business — 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Vance,  of  Ohio,  the  house  went 
into  committee  of  the  whole,  Mr.  Campbell,  of  Ohio, 
in  the  chair,  on  the  bill  “to  authorize  the  surveying 
and  making  of  a road  from  a point  on  the  northwest 
boundary  of  the  state  of  Ohio,  near  the  foot  of  the 
Rapids  of  the  Miami  of  lake  Erie,  to  Detroit,  in  the 
territory  of  Michigan which  was  read  by  sections. 

The  facts  were  stated  and  explained  by  Mr.  Vance. 
The  road,  partly  opened  by  the  troops  during  the  late 
war,  passes  over  many  deep  morasses,  through  a coun- 
try sparsely  peopled,  and  is  of  importance  as  a mi- 
litary road  on  the  frontier,  &c.  He  adverted  to  the 
disasters  which  had  been  experienced  for  want  of  a 
road  between  these  points,  and  moved  to  fill  the  blank 
in  the  appropriating  clause  with  the  sum  of  $20,000. 

This  sum  was  objected  to  by  Mr.  Sandford,  of  Ten. 
and  advocated  by  Mr  McArthur , who  explained,  from 
persona]  knowledge,  the  necessity  of  the  road,  and 
the  aspect  of  the  country  through  which  it  is  propos- 
ed to  pass. 

The  amendment  passed  nem.  con.  and  the  bill  was 
reported  and  ordered  to  a third  reading.  [Passed 
next  day.] 

The  post  office  bill  Avas  further  considered  and 
amended,  and  finally  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a 
third  reading.  [As  this  bill  is  of  much  interest,  we 
intend  to  give  it  at  length,  ifpassed.] 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Cambreleng,  the  house  went  into 
committee  of  the  vvhole,  Mr.  Cobb  in  the  chair,  on  the 
bill  making  appropriation  for  the  payment  of  the 
claims  of  Daniel  D.  Tompkins,  late  governor  of  the 
state  of  New  York. 

Mr.  Wickliffe  moved  to  strike  out  the  allowances  of 
interest  on  the  commissions  on  the  disbursements.  He 
acknoAvledged  the  merits  of  Mr.  Tompkins — but  con- 
tended that  his  claim  was  to  be  put  on  the  same  foot- 
ing with  every  other.  He  went  into  an  examination 
of  several  provisions  of  the  bill — to  many  of  which  he 
did  not  object — but  could  not  assent  to  the  allowance 
of  interest  on  commission.  This  Avas  not  required  or 
AAmrranted  by  any  statute — nor  Avas  it  allowed  in  pri- 
vate transactions. 

Mr.  McLane , of  Del.  spoke  in  reply — allowed  that, 
if  there  Avas  nothing  to  discriminate  this  from  ordina- 
ry cases,  it  would  be  improper  to  make  the  alloAvance 
— but  contended  that  it  Avas  a case  of  marked  and  very 
peculiar  character.  He  shewed  that  the  injuries  of 
the  individual  concerned  arose  from  the  inability  of 
the  government  to  pay  his  just  demands  at  the  time 
Avhen  they  were  due — he  stated  the  promises  under 
which  he  had  acted  in  aiding  +he  government.  The 
violation  of  those  promises,  and  his  consequent  ruin; 
he  contrasted  the  principles  on  which  government 
had  settled  with  others,  and  contended  that,  even  if 
the  bill  passed,  he  would  not  be  as  Avell  dealt  with  as 
they.  He  adverted  to  the  pressure  on  the  national 
credit  during  the  late  Avar;  and  insisted  that  rules, 
Avhich  applied  in  a time  of  peace  and  tranquility, 
could  not,  Avith  fairness,  be  applied  to  transactions 
under  all  the  exigencies  and  risks  of  a state  of  Avar. 

Much  debate  followed — other  amendments  Avere 
suggested,  and  supported  and  opposed ; several  mo- 
tions were  made  that  the  committee  should  rise,  and 
negatived,  by  small  majorities.  Mr.  Wickliffe's  pro- 
posed amendment  Avas  rejected — for  it  62,  against  it 
7 7.  The  blank  was  filled  with  115,000  dollars — ayes 
So,  noes  65.  The  bill  was  then  reported  to  the  house, 
> • .1  the  filling  up  of  the  blank  agreed  to — 76  to  61. 


Mr.  Wickliffe  renewed  his  motion  to  strike  out  all 
the  first  section  of  the  bill  excepting  the  enacting 
clause; 

When  the  house  adjourned. 

Friday , May  2 1 . Mr.  Trimble  offered  the  following 
resolution,  which  was  laid  on  the  table  for  one  day: 

“ Resolved , That  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  be  di- 
rected to  report  to  this  house,  at  an  early  da . of  its 
next  session,  whether  any,  and  what,  provision,  can 
be  made  by  law,  to  distinguish  between  importations 
made  by  aliens,  or  on  foreign  account,  and  those  made 
by  citizens  of  the  United  States:  and,  also,  report  the 
amount  of  duties  which  accrued  on  imports  during 
the  year  1822,  or  1823,  classing  the  imports  according 
to  the  aggregates  of  the  several  credits  allowed  by  law 
upon  the  duty-bonds,  so  as  to  show  the  aggregate 
under  each  head  of  credit  for  the  year  selected;  and 
so  as  to  show,  also,  by  estimate,  the  amount  of  inte- 
rest that  Avould  have  accrued  upon  the  bonds,  if  the 
several  credits  had  been  allowed  upon  the  payment  of 
interest,  at  the  rate  of  six  per  centum  per  annum.” 

The  house  took  up  the  bill  “making  provision  for 
the  settlement  of  the  accounts  of  Daniel  D.  Tompkins, 
late  governor  of  the  state  of  New  York.” 

The  question  recurring,  from  yesterday,  on  the 
motion  of  Mr.  Wickliffe,  to  strike  out  the  first  section 
of  the  bill,  he  modified  that  motion,  by  proposing,  as 
a substitute  for  the  part  stricken  out,  a section  which 
went  to  allow  only  the  amount  settled  at  the  trea- 
sury, and  contained  in  the  president’s  message  on  this 
subject,  [viz.  $60,239  24.]  He  supported  this  amend- 
ment, by  going  into  a summary  view  of  the  pecuniary 
transactions  between  Mr.  Tompkins  and  the  govern- 
ment, and  contended  that  the  sum  already  allowed  to 
that  individual,  was  equivalent  to  a salary  of  $76,000 
per  annum  for  his  personal  services,  a reAvard  much 
greater  than  had  ever  been  given  to  any  other  person 
for  public  services.  Mr.  W.  referred  to  similar  ex- 
ertions made  by  others  to  support  the  national  credit, 
&c. 

Mr.  Livermore  spoke  in  reply,  and  contended  that, 
having  referred  the  settlement  of  these  accounts  to 
the  president,  and  having  received  his  decision,  it 
was  unworthy  of  the  dignity  of  the  house  to  go  into 
a farther  contest  of  the  claim.  He  remarked  on  the 
justice  of  the  principles  on  which  the  claim  rested, 
but  said  itAvas  too  late  to  investigate  those  principles, 
since  the  president  had  given  his  award.  It  was  bet- 
ter to  pay  him  his  demand  than  to  occupy  the  time  of 
the  house  in  passing  eulogies  on  his  patriotism  and  ser- 
vices. 

Mr.  Williams,  of  N..C.  said,  that  there  was  no  dis- 
pute, on  either  side,  whether  the  amount  awarded 
by  the  president  was  to  be  paid,  but  only  concerning 
an  item  on  which  the  president  had  not  made  up  a 
determination,  viz.  the  alloAvance  of  interest  on  his 
commissions.  He  denied  that  the  amount  of  those 
commissions  Avas  due  as  soon  as  the  money  was  dis- 
bursed by  Mr.  Tompkins,  since  there  Avas  no  law 
Avhich  sanctioned  any  such  demand.  Those  commis- 
sions were  not  due  till  the-laAv  Avas  passed  which  al- 
lowed them;  and,  if  any  interest  on  the  commissions 
was  due  at  all,  it  could  not  be  due  farther  back  than 
the  date  of  that  law.  He  contended  for  a principle 
of  equal  dealing  with  all  claimants — Avhich  he  insist- 
ed Avas  a fundamental  principle  of  this  government. 
He  condemned  the  idea  of  settling  a debt  of  moral 
gratitude  in  dollars  and  cents.  Interest  Avas  never 
allowed  by  laAV  on  a running  account,  and  this  ac- 
count Avas  not  settled  till  last  year.  He  deprecated 
the  precedent  Avhich  the  proposed  act  would  estab- 
lish. If  it  passed,  its  principle  must  be  applied  to 
the  multitude  of  various  claims  which  are  presented 
to  this  government. 

Mr.  Mangum  replied,  and  took  the  opposite  side  of 
the  question,  contended  against  the  presumption  that 
government  is  always  both  ready  andAvillingto  pay  a 
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just  demand  against  it,  a presumption  which,  in  many 
cases,  could  not  be  denied  to  be  in  flat  contradiction 
of  fact.  He  shewed  how  the  claim  arose,  and  con- 
tended that  governor  Tompkins  had  been  a lender  to 
the  government,  to  a great  amount,  at  a moment  of  its 
utmost  need — when  the  president  and  all  his  secre- 
taries could  not  raise  $3,600  to  pay  the  most  pressing 
demand.  He  maintained  the  equity  of  allowing,  that, 
if  commissions  were  due  at  all,  they  were  due  as  soon 
as  the  disbursements  were  made. 

Mr.  Ross  argued,  that,  as  the  president  had  awarded 
a sum  different  from  that  found  by  the  New'  York  jury, 
the  house  ought  not  to  consider  itself  under  any  obli- 
gation to  be  governed  by  it.  He  went  into  a review 
of  the  settlement  of  Mr.  Tompkins’s  accounts,  as. 
made  by  the  treasury  and  allowed  by  the  president, 
and  contended  that  it  ought  not  to  go  any  farther. 

Mr.  Ellis  protested  against  the  negative  vote  of  all 
who  yesterday  opposed  the  passage  of  the  bill  being 
interpreted  as  expressive  of  an  opposition  to  the 
whole  claim,  but  only  so  much  of  it  as  respected  the 
interest  on  commissions.  Many  who  gave  that  vote 
were  willing  to  subscribe  to  the  account  as  audited  at 
the  treasury.  He  objected  to  any  argument  from  the 
patriotism  or  services  of  the  claimant;  the  claim  was 
a matter  of  justice,  and  not  a question  of  generosity 
or  gratitude.  He  maintained  that  interest  was  appli- 
cable only  to  cases  of  absolute  certainty — it  followed 
certainty  in  a debt,  as  the  shadow  followed  the  sub- 
stance. These  commisions  were  wholly  uncertain 
previous  to  the  act  which  allowed  them.  Neither  the 
sum  on  which  they  were  to  be  allowed,  nor  the  rate 
by  which  they  were  to  be  allowed,  was  ascertained 
till  the  law  settled  it.  He  did  not  object  to  the  al- 
lowance of  interest  on  the  balances  due — it  had  his 
hearty  assent — although  it  was  a departure  from  the 
ordinary  rule  of  the  government.  He  thought  the 
extraordinary  circumstances  of  the  advances  made, 
were  sufficient  to  justify  it.  But  he  objected  to  the 
principle  of  allowing  interest  on  commissions,  and 
deprecated  the  precedent,  &c. 

Mr.  McLane  rose  in  reply — maintaining  that  this 
was  not  a claim  for  interest  on  commissions  as  such ; 
but  for  interest  on  a balance  justly  due,  into  which 
those  commissions  happened  to  enter;  if  the  balance 
was  dae  the  interest  was  also  due.  As  to  the  rate  of 
commissions  being  greater  than  usually  allowed  by 
government  on  disbursements,  he  contended  that  they 
were  not  allowed  in  this  case  on  mere  disbursements, 
but  on  the  raising  of  money  on  private  responsibility 
and  disbursing  it  at  personal  risk,  (and  which  had  is- 
sued in  the  ruin  of  the  individual.)  To  the  argument 
from  precedent,  he  replied  by  adducing  a long  list  of 
cases  taken  from  the  records  of  the  treasury,  in  which 
interest  had  been  allowed. 

The  debate  was  then  farther-  continued  by  Messrs. 
Cocke,  Wright,  Warfield , Williams,  Tod,  Mallary,  and 
Reynolds,  who  advocated  the  amendment  of  Mr.  Wick- 
l\i fe;  and  Messrs.  Hamilton , McLane,  and  Brent , who 
opposed  it,  and  contended  for  $115,000. 

The  question  was  then  taken  by  yeas  and  nays,  as 
follows;  yeas  82,  nays  80. 

So  the  amendment  of  Mr.  Wickliffe , which  appro- 
priates $60,239  24,  was  adopted. 

The  bill  was  then  reported  and  ordered  to  be  en- 
grossed for  a third  reading. 

The  engrossed  bill,  “to  discontinue  certain  post 
routes  and  establish  others,”  was  passed. 

Saturday,  May  22.  The  engrossed  bill  “making 
appropriation  for  settling  the  claims  of  Daniel  D. 
Tompkins,  late  covernor  of  the  state  of  New  York, 
against  the  United  States;”  was  read  a third  time. 

Mr.  Sloane  said  a few  words  in  opposition  to  its 
passage,  and  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays,  which  were 
ordered,  and  stood  as  folio  vs:  Yeas  114,  nays  16. 

So  the  bill  was  passed  and  sent  to  the  senate. 


The  amendments  of  the  senate  to  the  bill  “to  im- 
prove the  navigation  of  the  Ohio  and  Mississippi  ri- 
vers,” were  agreed  to  by  the  house. 

Various  bills  were  ordered  to  a third  reading,  which 
will  be  recapitulated  on  their  passage. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  McLane,  the  house  went  into 
committee  of  the  whole,  Mr.  Condict  in  the  chair,  on 
the  bill  “to  authorize  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  to 
exchange  a stock  bearing  an  interest  of  five  per  cent, 
for  certain  stocks  bearing  an  interest  of  six  per  cent.” 

Mr.  McLane  moved  to  amend  the  first  section  of  the 
bill  by  inserting  the  following: 

Be  it  enacted,  fyc.  That  the  president  of  the  United 
States  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  empowered  to  borrow,  on 
or  before  the  first  day  of  April  next,  on  the  credit  of 
the  United  States,  a sum  not  exceeding  five  millions  of 
dollars,  at  a rate  of  interest,  payable  quarter  yearly, 
not  exceeding  four  and  a half  per  centum  per  annum, 
and  reimbursable  at  the  pleasure  of  the  government, 
at  any  time  after  the  31st  day  of  December,  1831,  to 
be  applied,  in  addition  to  the  moneys  which  may  be 
in  the  treasury  at  the  time  of  borrowing  the  same — * 
to  pay  off  and  discharge  such  parts  of  the  six  per 
cent,  stock  of  the  United  States,  of  the  year  1812,  as 
may  be  redeemable  after  the  1st  day  of  January  next. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted , That  it  shall  be 
lawful  for  the  bank  of  the  United  States  to  lend  the 
said  sum,  or  any  part  thereof:  and  it  is  hereby  further 
declared,  that  it  shall  be  deemed  a good  execution  of 
the  said  power  to  borrow,  for  the  secretary  of  the 
treasury,  with  the  approbation  of  the  president  of  the 
United  States,  to  cause  to  be  constituted  certificates 
of  stock,  signed  by  the  register  of  the  treasury,  or  by  a 
commissioner  of  loans,  for  the  whole  or  for  any  part 
thereof,  bearing  an  interest  not  exceeding  four  and  a 
half  per  centum  per  annum,  transferable  and  re- 
deemable as  aforesaid,  and  to  cause  the  said  certifi- 
cates of  stock  to  be  sold:  Provided,  that  no  stock  be 
sold  under  par. 

Mr.  McLane  prefaced  this  motion  by  a statement, 
in  explanation,  of  considerable  length,  the  sub- 
stance of  which  will  hereafter  be  placed  before  our 
readers. 

This  amendment  was  agreed  to,  and  the  other  parts 
of  the  bill  were  correspondingly  altered;  when  the  bill 
and  amendments  were  reported  to  the  house. 

Mr.  F.  Johnson  opposed  the  passage  of  the  bill,  not 
believing  it  necessary  to  borrow  at  present;  as  there 
was  a considerable  balance  in  the  treasury,  and,  by  an 
estimate  of  the  gentleman  from  New  York,  (Mr.  Cam- 
breleng ),  the  operation  of  the  tariff  will  increase  it 
three  millions.  He  went  into  a calculation  to  show 
the  balance  of  revenue  would  increase  every  year; 
and  that  this  country  would  lose,  instead  of  gaining, 
by  postponing  the  debt  at  a reduced  rate  of  interest— 
and  he  moved  to  postpone  the  farther  consideration 
of  the  bill  till  the  first  day  of  April  next,  (which 
amounts  to  an  indefinite  postponement.) 

Mr.  Cambreleng,  of  N.  Y.  had  not  intended  to  rise  on 
this  question,  but  deemed  it  necessary  to  reply  to  the 
gentleman  from  Kentucky,  (Mr.  F.  Johnson ,)  who  had 
referred  to  his  revenue  estimates,  and  to  the  fate  of  a 
former  stock  exchange  bill.  That  gentleman  had 
very  much  misunderstood  him.  He  had  never  been 
so  absurd  as  to  calculate  that  a tariff,  which  would  go 
into  operation  on  the  3Qth  of  June  and  1st  of  January 
next,  levying  additional  duties,  payable  at  distant 
periods,  in  1825,  could  contribute  directly  to  the  re- 
venue of  1824,  whatever  might  be  the  effect  of  anti- 
cipated importations.  Considering  that  bill  as  it  ac- 
tually passed,  as  a revenue  measure — and  an  unneces- 
sary one  too — he  had  presumed  that,  when  in  opera- 
tion, it  would  augment  the  annual  receipts.  We  are 
not  now  making  any  distant  calculations — the  period 
is  near  at  hand. 

[The  balance  of  Mr.  C’s.  speech  sketched,  is  omit- 
ted— because  the  remarks  of  M \ Johnson,  to  whom 
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he  replied,  are  not  further  given  than  as  inserted 
above.] 

After  further  discussion,  the  motion  to  postpone  was 
put  and  negatived — for  it  38,  againstit  103.  The  bill 
was  ordered  to  a third  reading,  and  subsequently 
passed. 

Mr.  Newton , from  the  committee  on  commerce, 
tnade  a report,  accompanied  by  a bill  “for  the  regula- 
tion of  steam  boats^  and  for  the  security  of  passengers 
therein;”  which  was  laid  on  the  table. 

Several  bills  from  the  senate  were  twice  read  and 
referred. 

Monday , May  24.  On  motion  of  Mr.  Cambreleng,  it 
was 

Resolved,  That  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  be  di- 
rected to  ascertain,  and  report  to  congress,  at  its  next 
session,  the  rate  of  interest  at  which  the  bank  of  the 
United  States  will  continue  the  United  States’s  loan  of 
seven  millions. 

The  resolution  offered  a few  days  since,  by  Mr. 
Trimble,  in  relation  to  importations  by  natives  and 
aliens,  was  taken  up  and  agreed  to. 

Many  bills  were  passed,  and  sent  to  the  senate  for 
concurrence;  and  a great  deal  of  business  concluded. 

The  bill  to  abolish  the  office  of  measurer  was  laid  on 
the  table — ayes  61,  noes  50;  as  were  many  other  mi- 
nor bills. 

A message  was  received  from  the  president  of  the 
United  States,  transmitting  a communication  from 
the  department  of  state  in  relation  to  the  intercourse 
and  trade  now  carried  on  between  the  people  of  the 
United  States,  (and  particularly  the  people  of  the 
state  of  Missouri,)  and  the  Mexican  provinces,  &c.; 
which  was  read  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Tomlinson , the  house  went  into 
committee  of  the  whole,  Mr.  Bartlett  in  the  chair,  on 
the  bill  “for  the  regulation  of  steam  boats,  and  for 
the  security  of  passengers  therein.” 

On  this  bill  a discussion  arose,  in  which  Mr.  Tom- 
linson advocated  its  passage,  Mr.  Dwight  proposed  an 
amendment,  and  Mr.  Wickliffe  urged  its  postpone- 
ment till  the  next  session.  [The  bill  proposed  to  les- 
sen the  danger  of  high  pressure  steam  engines  by  ad- 
ding to  that  safety-valve  which  is  in  the,  control  of  the 
engineer,  another,  to  be  in  the  exclusive  possession 
of  the  captain  of  the  boat,  and  which  shall  be  loaded 
with  no  more  than  a prescribed  weight,  viz.  one  third 
of  the  pressure  by  which  the  boiler  has  been  proved, 
or  one  sixth  of  that  w'hich  it  is  capable  of  sustaining.] 
Mr.  Ingham  objected  to  restricting  low  pressure  en- 
gines to  a pressure  of  seven  pounds  to  a square  inch, 
adverted  to  the  vast  amount  of  property  now  invested 
in  high  pressure  engines,  and  hoped  that,  with  the  ex- 
ception of  so  much  as  provides  that  notice  be  given  to 
passengers,  whether  the  engine  of  any  steam  boat  is 
of  the  high  or  of  the  low  pressure  construction,  the 
bill  would  be  postponed  till  next  session. 

Mr.  Poinsett  replied,  and  explained  the  facts  in  re- 
lation to  low  pressure  engines,  and  insisted  that  no  in- 
jury could  result  to  the  holders  of  high  pressure  en- 
gines in  consequence  of  this  law. 

Mr.  Wickliffe  thought  the  house  was  not  prepared, 
in  its  present  state  of  information,  to  legislate  on  a 
subject  so  extensive  and  important  in  its  effects — and 
went  into  & series  of  remarks  in  support  of  this  posi- 
tion. 

Mr.  Livermore  moved  to  strike  out  all  of  the  bill  ex- 
cepting the  fourth  section. 

Mr.  Poinsett  explained  the  facility  of  adding  a safety 
valve. 

Mr.  Dwight  observed,  that,  from  the  words  of  the 
bill,  it  could  have  no  effect  till  the  next  day  of  issuing 
licenses,  which  will  not  occur  till  April  next,  and  in 
the  mean  while  congress  wrould  hold  another  session 
— he  moved  that  the  committee  rise — but  again  with- 
drawing the  motion,  the  discussion  was  farther  pro- 
secuted by  Messrs.  Livingston  and  Dwight.  The  com- 


mittee then  rose  and  reported  the  bill,  and  on  the 
question  of  leave  to  sit  again, 

Mr.  Livingston  insisted  on  the  views  he  had  before 
expressed,  and  earnestly  advocated  the  passage  of 
the  bill.  Leave  was  refused  to  the  committee  to  sit 
again. 

When  it  was  agreed  to  hav  e a recess  till  five  o’clock. 

The  evening  wTas  occupied  in  passing  bills  that  had 
been  ordered  to  a third  reading. 

Tuesday , May  25.  A large  number  of  private  bills 
were  attended  to,  and  variously  disposed  of — and  se- 
veral reports  received,  the  most  interesting  of  which 
shall  be  inserted  at  length. 

Mr.  Cocke , from  the  committee  on  Indian  affairs, 
w ho  were  instructed,  by  a resolution  adopted  on  the 
26th  of  March  last,  to  make  certain  inquiries,  therein 
specified,  in  relation  to  the  late  system  of  trade  wdth 
the  Indian  tribes,  made  a report;  which  was  laid  on 
the  table. 

Mr.  Livingston , from  the  committee  of  investigation 
in  the  case  of  the  memorial  of  Ninian  Edwards,  made 
a report,  observing,  that  it  gave  him  satisfaction  to 
state,  that  there  were,  in  the  committee,  no  dissentient 
voices  in  adopting  the  report 

[The  report  is  of  too  great  length  for  insertion  this 
week.]  The  following  is  the  recapitulation  and  con- 
clusion of  it: 

“deferring  to  what  has  been  said  in  the  introduction 
to  his  report,  and  repeating  that  Mr.  Edw  ards  has  not 
had  an  opportunity  of  supporting  his  charges  by  his 
presence  and  testimony,  the  result  of  the  facts  which 
have  appeared  to  the  committee,  thus  far,  in  this  in- 
vestigation, and  of  their  deductions  from  them,  when 
applied  to  the  recapitulation  of  charges,  as  stated  at 
the  end  of  the  address,  is — 

First,  i hat  the  evidence  referred  to  and  examined, 
does  not  support  the  charge  of  having  mismanaged  the 
: public  funds. 

Second,  1 hat  the  uncurrent  notes,  mentioned  in  the 
second  charge,  appear,  by  evidence  satisfactory  to  the 
committee,  to  have  been  received  and  deposited  by 
the  public  receivers,  at  a time  when  they  were  re- 
ceivable under  the  resolution  of  congress  of  1816;- 
that,  in  the  principal  case,  that  of  tbebank  of  Mis- 
souri, the  bank  did  not  make  itself  responsible  for 
such  notes  as  cash,  and,  therefore,  the  secretary  was 
bound  to  receive  them  from  the  bank;  that,  although 
the  banks  of  Tombeekbe  and  Edwardsville  were  liable 
to  account  for  such  deposites,  as  cash,  if  the  construc- 
; tion  which  the  committee  gives  to  their  contracts  be 
1 correct,  yet  that  both  the  secretary  and  the  banks  ex- 
pressed a different  opinion  as  to  the  meaning  of  those 
contracts;  and  that  the  secretary,  in  receiving $15,000 
from  the  one.  and  §20,000  from  the  other  of  those 
banks,  appears  to  have  acted  according  to  what  he  sup- 
posed to  be  the  rights  of  the  parties,  and  with  a proper 
regard  to  the  interest  of  the  United  States,  under  the 
circumstances  which  then  existed. 

Third,  That  no  intentional  misstatement  has  been 
made  to  the  house  of  the  amount  of  uncurrent  bills  re- 
ceived from  the  banks,  although  a sum  of  §2S0,  of  such 
bills,  w as  omitted  through  mistake. 

Fourth,  That,  although  the  secretary  may  have 
misconstrued  the  effect  of  some  of  the  contracts  w ith 
the  banks  to  the  extent  before  mentioned,  the  com- 
mittee find  no  grounds  for  the  charge  that  he  has  mis- 
represented them,  inasmuch  as  the  contracts  them- 
selves w ere  submitted  with  his  report  to  the  house. 

Fifth,  That  the  secretary  did  omit  to  communicate 
to  congress  the  reasons  which  led  him  to  direct  the 
deposite  of  public  moneys  in  the  three  local  banks  of 
Chillieothe,  Cincinnati  and  Louisville,  where  the 
banks  of  the  United  States  had  branches;  but  there  is 
no  reason  for  supposing  that  any  concealment  was 
intended,  or  that  the  emission  was  occasioned  by  de- 

I ?ign- 
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Sixth,  That,  in  some  instances,  papers,  called  for  hill  to  fix  the  western  boundary  line  of  the  territory  of 
by  resolutions  of  the  house,  have  not  been  communi-  Arkansas. 

rated  with  other  papers  sent  in  answer  to  such  calls,  I On  this  bill  an  animated  debate  of  considerable  ex- 
but  that  these  omissions  have  happened  either  from  tent  arose,  in  which  Mr.  Rankin  opposed  the  exten- 
accident,  or  from  a belief  that  the  papers,  so  omitted,  j sion  of  the  present  boundary  of  that  territory,  as  vio- 
wcrc  immaterial,  or  not  called  for;  and  that  there  is  ' lating  the  provision  of  Indian  treaties,  as  giving  an  im- 
no  evidence  that  any  document  or  information  has  proper  size  to  the  future  state  into  which  this  territo- 
been  withheld  from  improper  motives.  j ry  will  soon  be  formed.  He  denied  the  right  of  the 

Having  already  expressed  the  opinion  that  this  in-  i settlers  to  the  lands  they  occupied,  and  contended  that 
vestigation  ought  not  to  be  terminated  until  the  per-  that  territory  ought  to  afford  a resting  place  to  the  In- 
v, ) j j pressing  the  charges  shall  have  been  examined,  i dians  from  the  eastern  side  of  the  Mississippi,  &c. 

;md  regretting  the  circumstances  which  render  such  i Mr.  Comcay  remonstrated  with  warmth  against 
an  examination  impracticable,  during  the  present  ses-  ■ 40,000  Choctaw  Indians  turned  in  among  the  settle- 
sion  of  congress,  and  thinking  that  Mr.  Edwards  may  ments  of  Arkansas,  to  turn  out  those  who  had  sub- 
be  expected  at  Washington  within  a few  days,  the  dued  the  wilderness,  and  were  surrounded  with  im- 
committee  feel  it  their  duty  to  recommend  to  the  provements,  the  fruit  of  their  own  labor,  fields,  mills 
house  that  they  be  required  to  sit,  after  the  adjourn-  rT 

ment,  for  the  purpose  of  taking  his  examination,  if 


an  opportunity  shall  be  presented 

Mr.  Livingston  moved  that  the  report  be  laid  on  the 
table  and  printed. 

Mr.  Forsyth  hoped  that  a copy  would  be  sent,  by 
order  of  the  house,  to  the  president  of  the  United 
States. 

The  question  was  divided,  and  being  first  put  on 
laying  the  report  on  the  table,  it  was  carried. 

Mr.  Cook  expressed  an  intention  to  address  the 
house,  should  the  report  be  called  up  for  considera- 
tion, and  hoped  it  would  be  printed  in  time. 

The  question  on  printing  was  then  put  and  carried. 
Mr.  Livingston  then  offered,  by  direction  of  the 
committee,  the  following: 

“Ordered,  That  the  committee,  to  which  was.  re- 
ferred the  address  of  Ninian  Edwards,  be  required 
to  sit  after  the  adjourhment  of  the  house,  for  such 
;ime  as  shall  be  necessary,  in  their  judgment,  for 
further  examination;  that  any  additional  report  which 
may  be  made  by  them,  be  filed  in  the  office  of  the 
clerk  of  the  house;  and  that  any  three  members  of  the 
committee  be  a quorum  for  the  transaction  of  busi- 
ness.” 

After  debate,  the  resolution  was  laid  on  the  table. 
Mr.  Stewart , (by  leave),  offered  the  following  reso- 
lution, which  lies  one  day  of  course: 

u Resolved , That  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  be 
directed  to  report  to  this  house,  at  the  next  session  of 
congress,  the  amount  of  losses  sustained  during  the 
last  eiobt  years  upon  bonds  given  for  the  duties  upon 
imports:  distinguishing  the  amount  in  each  year:  and 
to  state  whether  any,  and,  if  any,  what,  measures 
should  be  adopted  by  congress  to  prevent  similar 
losses  in  future;  and  also  what  effect  the  total  repeal, 
or  a limitation,  of  the  credits  now  given  for  said  du- 
ties, would,  in  his  opinion,  have  upon  the  revenue.” 
The  house  again  went  into  committee  of  the  whole 
on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  persons  suffering  losses  in 
the  Seminole  war. 

The  amendments,  before  under  consideration,  were 
adopted.  The  bill  was  then  reported  to  the  house,  and 
ordered  to  a third  reading  to-morrow. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Cook,  the  house  took  up  the  bill 
from  the  senate,  to  provide  for  the  extinguishment  of 
*he  public  debt  due  to  the  United  States  by  the  pur- 
chasers of  public  lands. 

Various  amendments  were  proposed,  and  several 
gentlemen  spoke  on  the  subject — it  was  found' that  a 
quorum  was  not  present,  and  a call  of  the  house  was 
ordered;  but  a quorum  appearing  before  the  call  Avas 
made,  further  proceedings  therein  were  dipensed 
with. 

The  debate  was  then  resumed  by  Messrs.  Cook, 
Wood,  McArthur,  McCoy,  Whipple,  and  Livermore ; 
when  all  the  amendments  were  rejected.  The  bill 
was  then  read  a third  time  and  passed. 

Several  other  bills  were  passed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Comcay,  the  house,  in  committee 
of  the  whole,  Mr  Sharpe  in  the  chair,  considered  the 


cotton  factories,  distilleries,  &c.  He  contended  that 
! the  limits  of  the  territory  should  be  removed  farther 
to  the  west,  to  allow  room  for  these  Indians,  having  a 
separate  home  from  the  whites,  &c.  and  to  give 
strength  to  Arkansas  as  a future  frontier  state. 

Mr.  Wood  made  some  remarks  in  opposition  to  the 
bill.  Mr.  Conway  explained. 

Mr.  Clay  advocated  the  passage  of  the  bill — repre- 
sented the  hardships  of  the  circumstances  of  the  set- 
tlers— considered  the  new  territories  as  younger 
daughters  in  the  common  federative  family,  and,  as 
such,  entitled  to  an  indulgent  policy — denied  that  the 
size  of  the  territory  must  necessarily  govern  the  size 
of  the  future  state  to  be  formed  out  of  it,  and  even  if 
it  did,  he  urged  the  policy  of  making  Arkansas  a strong 
frontier  state.  The  bill  only  asks  the  Indians  to  con- 
sent to.  remove  the  line  farther  west,  and  does  not  vio- 
late any  treaty.  It  had  received  the  deliberate  con- 
sideration of  the  senate,  and  he  hoped  it  would  pass 
this  house. 

Mr.  Rankin  rejoined.  If  this  extension  of  the  limits 
be  allowed,  the  whole  must  be  received  as  a state,  or 
a small  section  of  its  western  part  must  remain,  (pro- 
bably forever),  a territory,  or  else  the  Indians  must 
be  driven  still  farther  west. 

Mr.  Clay  responded.  If  Louisiana  was  not  as  large 
as  the  gentleman  could  wish,  it  was  an  argument  ra- 
ther for  than  against  this  bill.  He,  (Mr.  C.),  had  op-, 
posed  the  treaty  by  which  Texas  was  ceded  and  Loui- 
siana consequently  reduced  in  extent.  If  Louisiana 
was  comparatively  weak,  the  greater  need  that  the  ad- 
joining frontier  state  should  be  a strong  one.  The 
debate  was  further  continued  by  Mr  Wood,  Mr.  F. 
Johnson,  and  hacks,  when  the  committee  rose  and  re- 
ported the  bill  to  the  house;  and  the  question  being  on 
the  final  passage,  it  was  decided  in  the  negative — ayes 
52,  noes  56. 

Two  messages  were  received  from  the  president  of 
the  United  States:  the  one  transmitting  an  addition 
to  the  digest  of  foreign  commercial  law  previously 
transmitted — the  other,  certain  documents  called  for 
in  relation  to  foreign  spoliations  on  our  commerce, 
&c. 

And  then  the  house  adjourned. 

Wednesday,  May  26.  Some  bills  were  passed, 
others  laid  on  the  table,  &c. 

Mr.  McDuffie  offered  the  following  resolution: 

“ Resolved , That  the  president  of  the  United  States 
be  requested  to  avail  himself  of  all  the  means  in  his 
power,  to  ascertain  whether  any  farther  evidence  can 
be  obtained  in  relation  to  the  claim  of  the  heirs  of 
Caron  de  Beaumarchais;  and  that,  if  any  such  evi- 
dence shall  be  obtained,  that  he  communicate  the 
same  to  this  house,  at  an  early  period  of  the  next 
session.” 

After  debate,  the  question  on  agreeing  to  the  reso- 
lution was  not  agreed  to. 

The  resolution  yesterday  reported  by  the  commit- 
tee on  foreign  relations,  calling  on  the  president  of 
the  United  States  for  correspondence  with  the  French 
government,  with  respect  to  injuries  done  to  the  pro- 
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perty  of  American  citizens  by  subjects  of  France,  was  Mr.  Harrison  as  a delegate,  is  about  one  million,  an£ 
taken  up  and  agreed  to.  j sends  eighteen  members  and  one  delegate  to  the  house 

The  bill  for  extending  the  western  limits  of  the  j of  representatives  of  the  United  States. 


territory  of  Arkansas,  was  passed — 70  to  53. 


A New  York  paper  observes — A few  days  since, 


Mr.  Livingston  moved  for  the  consideration  of  the  gentleman  remarked  to  hisfriend,  that,  in  the  year 
resolution  reported  yesterday  by  the  committee  of  in-  1791?  he  waS  elected  supervisor  of  Whitestown,  in  the 

county  of  Oneida,  New  York;  that,  at  that  time,  the 


- , , 1791,  he  was  elected  supervisor  of  Whitestown,  in  the 

vestigation  in  the  case  of  Niman  Edwards.  county  of  Qneida,  New  York; 

Carried,  ayes  83,  noes  26.  i whole  population  was  about  1800  souls;  that  the 

An  amendment  being  offered  Mr.  Cook  moved  to  same  territory  which  was  embraced  in  the  town  av 
amend  this  amendment  by  including  the  reports  of  the  that  time  now  constitutes  fifteen  counties , the  presem 
secretary  of  tne  treasury  to  congress,  m relation  to  his  lation  of  which  is  nearly  five  hundred  thousand . 

transactions  with  the  western  banks;  the  correspon-  So  unprecedented  an  increase  of  population,  in  the 
dence  laid  before  congress  on  that  subject,  and  the  ; period  of  thirty-three  years,  will  give  an  interesting 
report  in  relation  to  the  illegal  introduction  of  Afri-  j view  of  the  th  of  the  state  of  New  York. 
cans  into  the  United  States,  among  the  papers  laid  be- 1 , ..  . , , _ , . 

fore  the  president.  j Another,  speaking  of  the  benefits  that  have  resulted 

After  debate,  the  amendments  were  rejected.  AF-  ; from  the  canal  policy  of  the  same  state,  says  In 
ter  various  other  motions  the  resolution  was  passed — 1S13  there  were  but  two  famines  m the  territory 
ayes  74  which  now  comprises  the  town  or  Barre,  [including 

Other  proceedings  were  had — and  amongthem  was  ■ Present  site  of  Newport.]  There  was  not  a road 
------  - - --  - -•  through  the  town,  with  the  exception  of  the  Oak  Or- 

chard road,  which  had  several  years  previous  been 
cut  through,  at  the  expense  of  the  Holland  Land  com- 
pany, and  had  by  that  time  grown  up  to  underbrush. 

There  are  now  in  the  same  territory,  sixty-seven 
road  districts;  twenty-four  school  districts,  where 
schools  are  generally  kept  summer  and  winter;  775 
children  between  the  age  of  five  and  fifteen;  and 
probably  upwards  of  3000  inhabitants. 

A letter  from  Conewingo,  Md.  dated  17  May,  gives 
the  following  information — “Three  hundred  and 
thirty-eight  arks,  and  five  hundred  and  nine  rafts, 
have  passed  the  Susquehannah  canal  at  this  place  this 
spring,  and  about  half  that  number  have  run  the  ra- 
pids of  the  river.  Arks,  &c.  are  yet  occasionally 
passing.”  How  many  arks  or  rafts  came  down  thirty 
years  ago? 

The  small  pox  has  been  completely  eradicated  in 
Denmark,  and  almost  so  in  Prussia,  by  vaccination. 
In  the  former,  the  means  of  prevention  are  more  de- 
cisive than  any  where  else:  no  individual  being  allow- 
ed church  confirmation,  admitted  to  any  school,  bound 
apprentice  to  any  trade,  or  married,  who  has  not  been 
vaccinated  or  previously  had  the  small  pox.  Does 
not  the  wide  spread  existence  of  this  dangerous  and 
loathsome  disease  admonish  us  that  some  legislative 
measures  ought  to  be  adopted  in  our  country? 

This  terrible  disease  is  destroying  many  persons 
in  Maine,  &c.  but  has  apparently  lost  its  violence  at 
New  York,  Philadelphia,  and  some  other  places.  As 
connected  with  the  history  of  this  disorder,  the  fol- 
lowing extract  from  the  “South  Carolina  Gazette, ”of 
October  5th,  173S,  lately  republished  in  ^“Charles- 
ton Mercury,”  is  inserted. 

“As  the  small  pox  has  now  almost  gone  through 
Charleston,  the  following  account  thereof,  it  is 
thought,  may  not  be  unacceptable  to  the  public. 

Number  of  those  who  have  had  the  small  pox  ths 
natural  way: 

Whites  647,  whereof  have  died  157 

Blacks  1028,  whereof  have  died  138 


a motion  made  by  Mr.  Clay , for  leave  to  withdraw  his 
resolution,  expressive  of  the  feelings  of  the  house  on 
the  supposed  design  of  the  European  powers  to  make 
a crusade  against  liberty  in  South  America,  for  the 
reason  that  that  design  had  not  been  manifested  as  yet, 
as  set  forth  in  a brief  speech,  which  shall  be  given 
hereafter. 

At  an  evening  session,  several  bills  were  passed — 
amongthem  the  bill  to  amend  the  naturalization  laws. 

Thursday’s  proceedings — may  27. 

Both  houses  met  this  day  at  an  early  hour — all  that 
remained  to  be  done  was  a mere  matter  of  form — but 
some  remarks  were  made  on  a strange  letter  which 
Mr.  Randolph  has  addressed  to  his  constituents,  which, 
with  t e letter  itself,  shall  appear  in  our  next. — 
Neither  is  worth  notice,  further  than  to  shew  the 
queerness  of  the  gentleman.  The  committee  on  Mr. 
Edwards’s  address  remains  at  Washington  for  the 
present. 


CHRONICLE. 

Appointments.  William  P.  Van  Ness,  of  New  York, 
has  been  appointed,  by  the  president  of  the  United 
States,  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  senate,  to 
be  fourth  auditor  of  the  treasury,  vice  Constant  Free- 
man, deceased. 

Thomas  Bolling  Robertson  has  been  appointed,  in 
like  manner,  to  be  district  judge  of  the  United  States, 
for  the  district  of  Louisiana,  vice  judge  Dick,  de- 
ceased. 

The  Erie  canal.  The  collector  at  Albany  has  re- 
ceived $7000  for  toll  in  a single  week.  More  than  an 
hundred  boats,  that  had  descended  the  canal,  were  ly- 
ing there  at  one  time.  From  40  to  60  pass  the  lock 
daily. 

The  Mississippi.  The  waters  of  this  mighty  river, 
pn  the  4th  inst.  were  already  as  high,  within  an  inch 
or  two,  of  their  highest  stage  last  year;  and  great  ap- 
prehensions were  entertained  of  a general  inundation. 

A col.  Nichol,  of  Canada,  with  his  horse,  travelling 
in  the  night  over  Queenstown  heights,  missed  his 
road,  and  was  precipitated  down  the  rock  a distance 
of  300  feet!  It  is  hardly  necessary  to  add  that  both 
he  and  his  horse  were  killed. 

Wonders.  On  the  9th  of  Dec.  1799,  in  the  house  ol 
representatives  of  the  United  States,  William  H.  Har- 
rison presented  his  credentials  as  a delegate  from  the 
North  Western  territory.  That  “territory”  is  now  di- 
vided into  the  states  of  Ohio,  Indiana,  and  Illinois,  and 
the  territory  of  Michigan,  and  there  is  a vast  tract  of 
land  north  west  or  north  of  those  states,  out  of  which 


1675  295 

Number  who  have  had  it  by  inoculation. 

WThites  1S6,  whereof  have  died  6 

Blacks  151,  whereof  have  died  7 

337  13 

The  above  account  taken  30th  September — on  ii- 
quiry  then  made,  the  small  pox  was  then  found  to  be 
only  in  ten  houses,  including  those  who  had  it  by  in- 
oculation. 


Thus  it  appears,  by  the  natural  way  the  average  of 
other  states  will  be  formed  in  a few  years — and  the  I deaths  exceeded  one-sixth,  by  inoculation  it  did  not 
present  population  of  the  district  then  represented  by  | reach  a twenty-seventh .” 
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The  present  sheet  is  dated  June  ’ 5,  but  it  was 
not  issued  until  the  7th,  the  cause  of  which  will  be 
seen  by  referring  to  page  222. 

IdpvVe  now  close  our  journal  of  the  proceedings 
of  congress  for  the  present,  though  much  matter  is  in 
arrears  that  must  be  inserted.  In  giving  this  journal, 
our  purpose  was  that  it  should  be  as  concise  and  com- 
pact as  possible,  consistent  with  the  primary  consi- 
deration of  publishing  and  recording  every  thing  ge- 
nerally important  to  be  known  and  preserved.  The 
time  and  the  labor  that  it  costs  to  cut-down  or  make 
abstracts  of  the  proceedings,  as  reported  in  the  “Na- 
tional Intelligencer,”  (to  which  we  are  generally  in- 
debted for  our  copy),  is  much  greater  than  any  one 
can  be  aware  of,  unless  well  acquainted  with  the  na- 
ture of  such  things. 

How  far  I have  succeeded  in  meeting  the  views  of 
the  readers  of  this  paper,  in  this  respect,  I cannot  tell 
— but  it  is  singular  that,  last  week,  one  subscriber  ac- 
tually directed  a discontinuance  of  the  Register  be- 
cause it  was  “filled  with  the  proceedings  of  congress,” 
and  another,  because  it  was  not  sufficiently  given  up 
to  a notice  of  the  proceedings  of  that  body!  These  are 
real  matters  of  fact — and  what  course  I could  have 
taken  that  would  have  pleased  both  the  gentlemen,  is, 
I think,  beycyid  the  power  of  human  wisdom  to  dis- 
cover: however,  it  happened  during  the  same  week, 
that  fourteen  new  subscribers  were  received  to  supply 
the  place  of  the  two  discontinuances. 

ICJp’The  substance  of  the  convention  with  Great 
Britain  for  the  suppression  of  the  slave  trade,  as  rati- 
fied by  the  senate,  two  thirds  of  the  members  present 
concurring,  has  already  been  published,  as  copied 
from  the  “National  Intelligencer;”  and  an  insertion 
of  the  preceding  papers,  the  convention  itself,  with 
the  proceedings  of  the  senate  thereon,  and  the  docu- 
ments submitted,  is  now  commenced,  to  be  so  con- 
cluded in  the  next  sheet  as  to  prevent  a break  in  the 
subject  when  the  volume  is  bound.  The  desire  to 
give  a little  variety  of  matter,  often  leads  me  thus  to 
divide  long  articles,  and  it  sometimes  happens  that 
they  are  thereby  published  in  a more  correct,  and, 
consequently,  better  form,  than  they  otherwise  would 
be. 

Among  the  oddities  of  the  times,  and  which  could 
originate  in  nothing  else  than  electioneering,  acting 
on  the  principle  that  “the  end  justifies  the  means,” 
I see  that  the  secretary  of  state  is  charged  with  a sur- 
render of  the  right  of  search  in  this  treaty!  If  there 
be  any  thing  improper  in  this  convention,  though  I 
cannot  see  that  there  is — restrained,  restricted  and  li- 
mitted  as  it  is  to  well  defined  and  specific  objects,  it  is 
not  either  the  president  or  his  secretary  that  is  respon- 
sible for  it — but  the  senate  itself,  representing  the  na- 
tional sovereignty  in  all  matters  of  this  sort,  and  with- 
out whose  concurrence,  the  president,  (and  much  less 
his  agents),  cannot  move  hand  or  foot,  so  as  to  com- 
promise the  least  of  our  rights.  The  yeas  and  nays 
on  the  ratification  of  the  convention,  as  amended, 
were  as  follows: 

Those  who  voted  in  the  affirmative,  are — Messrs. 
Barbour,  Barton,  Benton,  Branch,  Brown,  Clayton, 
Eaton,  Edwards,  Findlay,  Hayne,  Holmes,  of  Miss. 
Jackson,  Johnson,  of  Kentucky,  Henry  Johnson,  Jo- 
siah  S.  Johnston,  Kelly,  King,  of  Alabama,  King,  of  N. 
V.  Knight,  Lloyd,  of  Mass.  Lowrie,  Mcllvaine,  Mills, 
Parrott,  Seymour,  Taylor,  of  Ind.  Taylor,  of  Virginia, 
Van  Dyke  and  Williams — 29. 
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Those  w’ho  voted  in  the  negative,  are — Messrs. 
Bell,  Chandler,  D’VVolf,  Dickerson,  Elliott,  Gaillard, 
Holmes,  of  Maine,  Macon,  Ruggles,  Smith,  Thomas, 
Van  Buren  and  Ware — 13. 

When  all  the  papers  are  before  my  readers,  I shall 
revert  to  this  subject,  and,  perhaps,  refer  to  a similar 
case  that  happened  on  another  electioneering  occasion 
last  fall.  It  is  a homely  phrase,  but  one  always  in 
point,  that  “every  tub  should  stand  on  its  own  bot- 
j tom” — and  we  have  a right  to  suspect  the  discretion, 
j if  we  do  not  impeach  the  motives  of  persons,  who  as- 
i sert,  for  the  sake  of  popular  excitement,  that  which 
i cannot  bear  the  test  of  reason  or  the  touch  of  truth. 

I am  among  those  who  most  earnestly  desire  a sup- 
pression of  the  slave  trade,  and  willing  to  make  use 
of  any  project  that  is  honest  in  itself  to  punish  the 
wretches  engaged  in  it  as  “pirates;”  and  it  is  worthy 
of  remark  that,  in  the  vote  above  given,  the  propor- 
tion of  them,  from  what  are  called  the  “slave-holding 
states”  who  were  in  the  negative,  is  very  small,  being 
only  Jive  out  of  thirteen. 

The  primary  importance  of  the  preceding  article,  is 
among  the  inducements  to  postpone  the  long  report  of 
the  committee  of  the  house  of  representatives  on  the 
memorial  of  Mr.  Edwards — but,  having  promptly  pub- 
lished Mr.  secretary  Crawford’s  reply  to  that  memo- 
rial, and  also  given  the  recapitulation  and  conclusion 
of  the  committee  just  named,  the  report  itself  must 
rest  for  a while;  and,  besides,  as  Mr.  Edwards  has 
arrived  at  Washington,  and  the  committee  still  re- 
mains there  to  receive  and  examine  his  testimony, 
and  as  it  probable  that  the  proceedings  had  will  be 
affixed  to  their  report,  we  shall  wait  in  the  hope  of 
being  able  to  finish  the  subject  at  once,  so  far  as  the 
papers  officially  published  may  go  to  conclude  it. 

Mr.  Edwards  arrived  at  Washington  on  Monday 
evening  last.  The  committee,  not  expecting  him  be- 
fore the  latter  end  of  the  week,  had  dispersed,  two 
only  of  the  five  being  present  to  receive  him — so 
there  does  not  appear  to  have  been  any  delay  on  the 
part  of  that  gentleman.  The  Louisville  “Public  Adver- 
tiser” contains  an  article  from  Mr.  E’s  pen,  evidently 
written  when  he  halted' at  that  place,  on  his  return- 
journey — it  notices  the  proceedings  had  in  congress  on 
his  address,  and  manifests  any  thing  else  than  a desire 
to  shrink  from  the  investigation,  as  the  following  para  > 
graph  will  shew:  indeed,  there  is  a boldness  of  lan- 
guage in  it  throughout,  hardly  to  be  supposed  in  a case 
like  the  present,  caused  by  the  remarks  on  his  ad- 
dress made  by  certain  members  of  congress — 

“If,  like  “a  flying  Parthian,  I have  thrown  my  ar- 
rows behind  me,”  it  will  be  seen  that  they  were 
pointed  with  truth ; and  the  “fluttering”  already  exhi- 
bited shows,  that  my  supposed  hurry  chid  not  prevent 
me  from  taking  pretty  good  aim.  “The  game  cocks 
of  the  walk,”  however,  have  strutted  and  crowed  a lit- 
tle too  soon.  The  summons  reached  me  on  the  after- 
noon of  the  12th  inst.  and  though  sick  in  bed,  and 
under  the  operation  of  medicine,  (which  I have  been 
obliged  to  repeat  every  day  since),  I instantly  began 
to  prepare,  with  alacrity,  to  obey  it;  left  Home  the 
next  day,  and  am  now  this  far  on  my  journey  to 
Washington  city,  rejoicing  in  an  opportunity,  that 
seems  to  be  tendered  to  me,  of  putting  to  shame  the 
wicked  contrivance  that  wasintended  to  do  me  irrepa- 
rable injury,  and  felicitating  myself  upon  being  able  to 
prove  more  than  l stand  pledged  to  maintain.” 

As  I have  entered  in  the  publication  of  the  papers 
I belonging  to  this  matter,  it  seems  proper  that  this 
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article  should  have  a place  entire;  but  it  must  be has  made  no  report  of  the  quantity  put  on  board  tha. 
postponed,  and  wait  for  the  report  and  proceedings. . vessel,  or  of  the  rate  of  freight  agreed  on,  8cc.  Quere — 
— *-  | have  pursers  the  power  to  make  such  contracts,  when 

The  navy  and  the  merchants.  Few  cases  have  in  the  United  Staies? — and  if  so,  ought  not  a return  of 
lately  occurred  that  excited  so  much  disgust  as  the!  the  contract  to  have  been  made  to  the  proper  office 
cxf-  ‘Ion  of  the  bargain  between  lieutenant  Weaver, ! at  Washington?  If  pursers  have  power  to  contract 
of  i h o navy,  and  Messrs.  Whitney,  Tibbets  and  Hoyt, ! for  the  transport  of  “a  few  hogsheads”  they  must 
mer  bants  of  New  York,  by  which  the  one  party  ap-  i have  it  for  the  transport  of  a few  hundred  hogsheads, 
pareMiiy  sold,  and  the-  other  party  seemingly  purchased,^  and  would  Messrs.  Whitney  and  Co.  have  ladened- 
the  protection  of  the  Franklin  74,  to  '■'■evade  or  force  the  r Their  ship  with  articles  for  the  public  service  in  such  a 
blockade  off  Lima ,”  by  a pretence  that  the  private  ship'  loose  way  as  this?  Certainly  not!  They  are  too  much 
America,  laden  on  private  account,  was  carrying  out  of  merchants  for  that.  But  the  following  'extract 
public  stores,  under  charge  of  a public  officer,  &c.  as  ; from  the  agreement  between  the  parties,  as  publish- 
has  been  fully  exposed  in  this  paper:  But  the.  more  ed  by  Mr.  Tibbets,  explains  the  matter,  and  shews 
we  look  at  it,  the  more  reason  do  we  fmd  to  be  dis- ; that  Mr.  Lee,  the  pro  ism.  auditor,  has  gratuitously 
pleased  with  it.  I “ presumed ” that  which  is  not  presumably  the  fact.  It 

The  following  facts  go  further  to-shew  the  charac-  J would  have  looked  quite  as  well  if  the  auditor  had  ended 
ter  of  the- transaction,  and  would  seem  to  implicate  | his  brief  letter  when  he  had  nothing  more  to  say.  He  has 
other  persons  than  those  already  charged.  j needlessly  “travelled  out  of  the  record.” 

In  consequence  of  the  decree  of  chancellor  Sanford,  | “It  is  also  understood  and  agreed  that  he  is  to  put  on 
and  the  facts  made  known  therein,  a resolution  pass-  j board  said  ship  [the  America]  a quantity  of  stores  r e- 
ed the  house  of  representatives,  on  the  15th  ult.  di- ' longing  to  the  Franklin,  and  go  himself  in  the  ship, 
recting  the  secretary  of  the  navy  to  communicate  “a ! and,  for  her  greater  security,  to  represent  her  as  a 
statement  of  the  supplies  which  have  been  sent  from  store  ship  to  the  Pacific  ocean  with  stores  of  the  navy 


the  United  States  to  any  of  the  ports  of  South  Ameri- 
ca, for  the  use  of  our  squadron  in  the  Pacific  ocean, 
of  the  amount  paid  for  such  supplies,  with  the  names  of 
the  owners  of  the  vessels,”  &c. 

Then  follows  a table  [A.]  giving  the  names  of  cer- 
tain vessels,  five  in  number,  with  a minute  account  of 
the  articles  sent  out  in  each  of  them,  even  down  to  a j doubt. 
half  barrel  of  spirits  of  turpentine  and  a keg  of  lithrage,  Mr. 


the 


of  the  United  States,  and  himself  an  officer  of 
navy  in  charge  of  them!” 

Further  remark  is  useless  just  nova  The  case  must 
be  closely  investigated,  and  the  truth  will  come  out. 
The  secretary  of  the  navy  has  an  arduous  task  -o  per- 
form ; hut  that  he  will  do  his  duty,  I have  no  manner  of 


Clay.  The  manly  frankness  of  Mr.  Henry 


and  the  rate  of  freight  agreed  to  be  paid  in  every  in-  Clay — the  unshaken  steadiness  of  his  course,  from  the 
stance.  But  the  articles  put  on  board  the  America  are  first  rise  of  political  parties  to  the  present  day,  with  the 
said  to  have  been  “a  few  hogsheads  of  slop  clothing,  consistency  of  his  public  conduct  on  alf.  occasions — 
such  as  the  Franklin  could  not  conveniently  receive  j his  devotion  to  the  republican  interest,  with  the  body- 
on  board,”  and  no  account  of  the  '■freight  agreed,  to  he  | of  which  his  votes  is  to  be  found  recorded  on  every 
paid”  is  given!  [important  question,  never  having  abandoned  his 

Next  [B.]  follows  the  application  of  Mr.  Fitzgerald,  friends,  though  he  gained  and  preserved  the  respect 
purser  of  the  Franklin,  to  the  navy  board,-  made  at  of  his  political  opponents  by  the  suavity  of  his  man- 
“the  request  of  com. 'Stewart,”  as  he  says,  that  some  ners  and  the  manifest  honesty  of  his  motives — the 
hogsheads  of  slop  clothing  might  be  shipped  on  board  I zeal  and  ability  with  which  he  has  supported  the 
the  America,  for  want  of  room  on  board  the  commo-  j great  cause  of  liberty,  and  the  perseverance  display- 
dore’s  ship — and  the  reply  of  the  navy  commissioners  I ed  in  building  up  and  establishing  the  principles  in- 
addressed  to  the  commodore,  saying,  that  such  dispo-  | volved  in  the  bills  that  lately  passed  both  houses  of 
sition  may  be  made  of  a “few  hogsheads” — “if  you  ! congress  .concerning  internal  improvements  and  for 
[com.  S.]  shall  advise  it,”  &c.  These  letters  are  in- j the  protection  of  domestic  industry,  by  an  “Ameri- 


at  length,  appended  to  lieut.  Weaver’s  vindl 
catory  statement,  published  in  page  1 19  of  the  present 
volume. 

The  table  B.  is  an  exhibit  of  the  bills  drawn  on  the 
navy  department,  by  the  navy  agent  and  officers  of 
the  squadron  in  the  Pacific— but  does  not  appear  to 
have  relation  to  the  America. 

E.  shews  the  cost  of  all  the  articles  shipped  in  the 
five  vessels  above  alluded  to,  and  the  amount  paid  to 
the  owners  of  each  for  freight — but  in  this  list  the  uame 
of  the  America  is  not  to  be  found. 

The  document  concludes  with  the  following  letter: 
Treasury  department, 

Fourth. auditor’’ s office,  May  8th,  1S24. 

Sir:  In  answer  to  your  verbal  inquiry  of  this  morn- 
ing, relative  to  the  freight  paid  for  the  slop  clothing 
of  the  United  States’  ship  Franklin,  shipped  on  board 
the  America,  at  N.  York,  in  October,  1821,  Ihavethe 
honor  to  state,  that  neither  the  accounts  of  the  navy 
agent  at  New  York  or  Valparaiso,  shew  any  payment 
to  have  been  made  by  them  for  such  transportation; 
it  is  therefore  presumed,  that  it  has  been  paid  by  the 
purser  of  the  Franklin,  whose  accounts  have  not  been 
received  at  tills  office. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  sir,  your 
obedient  servant,  W.  Lee,  And.  pro  tern. 

The  hon.  Samuel  L.  Southard , sec.  of  the  navy. 

Now,  it  is  seen  that  the  purser  could  not  transfer 
■one  hogshead  to  the  America,  without  cave  of  the 
< ommissioners  of  the  nayv — hut  it  is  evident  that  he 


can  system,”  which  are  admired  by  those  who  reject 
his  doctrines,  as  shewing  his  conscious  belief  in  the 
soundness  of  them — the  power,  impartiality  and  in- 
tegrity with  which  he  has  so  long  presided  over  the 
proceedings  of  the  house  of  representatives,  a most 
delicate  and  difficult  duty — his  qualities  as  a states- 
man, character  as  a man,  strength  as  an  orator,  and 
long  and  faithful  service,  all  unite  to  demand  that  he 
and  his  friends  should  be  treated  fairly  in  the  great 
contest  now  going  on  for  the  presidency  of  the  United 
States;  who,  so  far  as  I am  informed,  have  not  desir- 
ed to  attack  or  discredit,  or  improperly  weaken,  the 
pretensions  of  other  gentlemen,  held  up  or  proposed 
to  fill  that  office. 

For  the  purpose  of  rendering  an  act  of  justice  to  a 
gentleman  so  distinguished,  and  who  is  regarded,  by 
many,  as  the  most  fitting  character  for  the  chief  ma- 
gistracy of  our  country,  I have  been  requested  to  say, 
as  on  authority,  by  some  of  his  immediate  friends, 
that  the  various  reports  spread  through  the  nation  that 
he  will  cease  to  he  held  up  as  a candidate,  are  unge- 
nerous and  unfounded,  and  in  direct  opposition  to  the 
facts  entertained  in  the  case.  They  say,  he  did  not 
offer  himself,  nor  will  he  retire  of  himself;  that  if 
the  people  think  him  best  qualified  to  serve  them  in 
the  most  honorable  place  that  any  people  has  the 
power  to  bestow,  lie  will  do  all  that  he  can  to  fulfil  their 
expectations  of  him;  and  if  otherwise,  that  he  has  no 
desire  to  interfere  with  the  freedom  of  their  choice 
or  thrust  himself  on  them:  but  this  they  wish  to  he 
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regarded  as  settled , that  if  Mr.  Clay  lives  and  remains 
to  be  blessed  with  his  present  laculties,  he  will  be 
supported  for  the  presidency,  let  who  retire  from  the 
contest  or  compete  with  him  for  the  situation  that 
may;  and  theV  are  sanguine  in  a belief  that  he  will 
be  the  successor  of  Mr.  Monroe. 

The  Hartford  convention.  The  Boston  Gazette , 
ef  the  26th  ult.  says — “Ever  ready  to  notice  any 
rait  of  magnanimity  in  our  political  opponents,  we 
must  say,  that  we  read,  with  pleasure,  some  observa- 
tions which  had  been  selected  from  general  Jackson’s 
letters  to  'Mr.  Monroe;  but  we  had  not  then  seen  the 
letters,  a few  extracts  only  had  reached  us — but,  on 
perusing  them,  we  found  it  impossible  to  repress  a 
smile,  even  in  the  bitterness  of  our  mortification  and 
regret,  at  the  ignorance  of  the  general.  He  has  yet 
to  become  acquainted  with  the  character  of  the  peo- 
ple of  New- England — he  must  also  have  forgotten 
every  clause  of  our  revolutionary  history,  or  he  would 
not  have  made  such  an  idle  threat  about  the  Hartford 
convention.  ' If  this  Hotspur  of  the  south  had  been 
commander  of  the  military  department  where  the  Hartford 
convention  sat,  it  would  have  been  the  last  act  of  Ins  life  to 
have  interfered  with  that  body — all  the  forces  the  ge- 
neral government  ever  provided  for  the  sea-coast  de- 
fence in  New  England,  could  not,  for  a moment,  have 
contended  with  the  train  bands  of  the  smallest  district. 
Had  he  attempted  to  punish  even  the  door  keeper  of 
die  Hartford  convention,  he  would,  like  Hainan,  have 
found  himself  elevated  on  the  gallows  he  had  erected 
for  others — for  among  these  quiet  spirits,  deliberat- 
ing for  the  public  good,  were  men  whose  pluck  was 
not  inferior  to  his  own;  and  who,  if  they  were  less 
fierce,  were  not  less  firm.  It  is  painful  to  see  among 
so  many  good  sentiments,  an  observation  so  vindictive 
and  silly  as  the  general’s  declaration  of  what  he  would 
Jiave  done  had  he  been  present,  and  the  reasons  he 
would  offer  for  the  act.  Despotism,  in  its  most  abso- 
lute form,  would  find  something  more  plausible  for  its 
bloodiest  deed,  than  the  general  has  drawn  from  the 
rules  and  articles  for  the  government  of  the  armies  of 
the  United  States  of  America,  to  justify  his  fancied 
exploit.  We  have  not  sufficient  leisure,  at  this  time, 
so  jdo  justice  to  this  correspondence,  but  in  our  next 
we  will  try  to  exhibit  some  of  its  fallacies  and  errors, 
and,  if  we  can  quiet  our  nerves  before  that  time,  laugh, 
at  least,  at  some  of  its  absurdities.” 

From  the  same  paper  of  the  same  date.  “ The  tree  is 
best  known  by  its  fruit.”  General  Jackson,  it  appears, 
has  once  or  twice  made  use  of  this  maxim  in  his  let- 
ters to  Mr.  Monroe.  Does  the  general  sincerely  be- 
lieve, and  would  he  have  others  believe,  in  its  truth? 
If  so  we  must  think  him  a most  excellent  “tree,”  for 
rare  “fruit”  appears  to  hang  in  clusters  on  all  his 
branches.  Eut  we  have  too  much  charity  for  the ! 
general,  to  suppose  that  he  was  otherwise  than  gross- 
ly ignorant  of  the  motives  of  those  patriots  who  com- 
posed the  Hartford  convention,  when  he  informed  pre- 
sident Monroe  that  he  should  have  hung  the  leading 
members  of  it,  if  he  had  had  command  of  that  sec- 
tion of  New  England  in  which  it  assembled.  He 
ought  to  ask  forgiveness  of  the  intelligent  part  of  his 
countrymen  for  having  penned  a sentence  so  foolish 
and  wicked;  and  in  order  to  bring  him  to  his- senses, 
and  put  him  in  the  way  of  it,  we  have  sent  him  a copy  of 
Otises  Liters.  We  hope  that  the  general  may  be  in- 
duced to  honor  our  columns  with  his  apology,  since 
they  have,  on  more  than  one  occasion,  made  honorable 
mention  of  him.  Cut  how  shall  we  speak  of  Mr.  Mon- 
roe? We  can  only  say,  that  he  has  been  completely 
unmasked.  We  are  now  better  acquainted  with  him 
and  his  feelings  than  wc  were  before  the  “correspon- 
dence” appeared. 

iCPNow,  the  “Boston  Gazette”  has  uttered  as 
“wicked,”  nay,  more  wicked  things  about  persons,  on 
account  of  differences  in  political  opinion,  than  ge- 


neral Jackson  is  charged  with.  He  did  not  publicly 
name  any  one, and  hold  him  up  for  punishment — but,  in 
: a private  letter  to  a friend,  expressed  his  opinion  that 
certain  unnamed  and  private  persons  merited  it.  If 
every  one  who  thought,  or  said,  at  the  time,  that  the 
Hartford  Convention ists  deserved  punishment  had 
been  listed,  a million  or  two  of  names  would  have 
been  placed  on  the  roll!  And  when  it  is  recollected 
that  the  cry  of  11  the  nation  of  Neiv  England ” was  for 
“a  separate  peace” — that  a^/ire-striped  flagwas  hoist- 
ed, and  that  five  guns  were  fired  as  national  salutes, 

! few  will  be  disposed  to  recede  from  the  bad  opinion 
which  they  entertained  of  that  collection  of  persons. 
But  let  us  see  what  the  uBoston  Gazette ” said,  even 
when  parties  were  moderate,  compared  with  what 
they  were  in  the  days  of  the  convention: 

From  the  Boston  Gazette,  of  March  23,  1809.  “What 
“ think  you  of  these  faithless  representatives  in  con- 
“ gress,  the  Cooks,  the  Cutts,  the  Storys,  the  Seavers, 
“ the  Deanes,  &c.  who  not  only  have  not  had  the  cou- 
“ rage  to  defend  our  interests  or  our  rights,  but  have 
“been  the  most  active  in  destroying  them? 

“For  myself  I cannot  find  language  to  express  the 
“ contempt  and  indignation  I feel  for  such  baseness, 
“ treachery  and  cowardice.  The  public  will,  I trust, 
“ set  a mark  upon  them,  that  they  may  not,  WHEN 
“THE  DAY  OF  RETRIBUTION  ARRIVES,  ES- 
“ CAPE  THE  VENGEANCE  OF  A MUCH  INJUR- 
“ ED  PEOPLE.” 

At  about  the  same  time,  the  same  paper  said — 

“It  is  better  to  suffer  the  amputation  of  a limb  than 
“ lose  the  whole  body.  We  must  prepare  for  the  ope - 
“ ration.  Wherefore  then  is  New  England  asleep,” 
&c.  [This  shews  that  the  “day  of  retribution”  was 
to  arrive,  when  a separation  of  the  states  had  taken 
place,  and  New  England  had  become  a “nation.” 
Again,  to  shew  the  temper  of  the  times,  I present 
the  following  extract  from  Mr.  Rillhouse^s  speech  in. 
the  senate,  on  the  bill  for  enforcing  the  embargo — 

“I  feel  myself  bound  in  conscience  to  declare,  lest 
the  blood  of  those  icho  shall  fall  in  the  execution  of  this 
measure  should  be  on  my  head,  that  I consider  this  an 
act  that  aims  a mortal  blow  at  the  liberties  of  my 
country,”  &c. 

These  extracts  are  taken  from  a pamphlet  written 
by  myself  in  1809,  and  I have  as  many  like  things 
laid  aside  for  preservation  or  use,  as  would  make  se- 
veral volumes.  The  fact  is,  that,  in  1809,  the  people 
of  New  England  were  drummed-up  to  an  open  resis- 
tance of  the  law  of  the  land:  but  they  had  too  much 
patriotism  and  discretion  to  follow  the  leadings  of  the 
desperate  men  who  would  have  carried  them  and 
themselves  to  perdition:  and,  even  in  1814,  notwith- 
standing all  the  loud  talking,  there  was  a redeeming 
spirit  in  the  yeomanry  of  New  England,  that  would 
have  wiped  away  an  overt  act  of  treason,  had  there 
been  courage  enough  to  commit  one. 

Let  it  be  noted,  that  “the  Cooks , the  Cutts,  the  Storys, 
the  Seavers,  the  Deanes,”  pointed  at  in  the  preceding 
extract,  were  representatives  of  the  people  in 
congress,  who  had  all  voted  for  the  embargo  on  the 
23d  Dec.  1807,  and  yet  supported  the  policy  of  that 
measure,  for  which  they  were  to  be  hanged  and  quar- 
tered, when  “ the  day  of  retribution”  should  come. 

Our  brethren  of  the  east  ought  to  be  among  the 
last  to  quarrel  with  others  for  the  use  of  bad  words  in 
political  discussions.  They  should  not  throw  stones ; 
but  rather  folJowthe  recommendation  of  the  Grecian 
philosopher,  who  advised  certain  persons,  when  pray- 
ing to  the  gods  for  deliverance  in  a storm,  “to  hold 
their  tongues,  that  the  gods  perchance  might  not  be 
reminded  of  them,  and  see  how  easy  it  was  to  de- 
stroy them ;”  and  it  is  for  the  sake  of  giving  them  a simi- 
lar piece  of  advice,  (without  pretending  to  the  cha- 
racter of  a philosopher),  that  1 have  prepared  this  ar- 
ticle, .which  even  a.  present  senator  of  the  United 
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States,  may  profit  by — for  his  hard  words  are  on  public 
record. 

ICJ1 2 3 4* Advice.  The  editor  of  a little  paper,  who,  it 
seems,  has  been  offended  with  something  that  I said,  ; 
though  not  about  him , very  gravely  advises  me  and  fore- : 
warns  me  of  the  injury  that  I may  render  to  myself, 
by  stating  things  that  appear  to  me  to  be  true,  without 
waiting  for  his  instruction  as  to  the  facts.  I suppose 
that  he  intends  to  write  down  the  Register,  because 
its  editor  never  has  been,  or  is,  friendly  to  his  politics 
or  pursuits,  and  thinks  that  he  is  old  enough  to  judge 
for  himself  what  he  ought  to  do. 

But,  perhaps,  that  will  not  be  so  easy  a matter  as  he 
thinks  for — Decause  I have  no  doubt  that  more  neiv 
subscriptions*  were  made  to  this  publication  during 
the  last  year,  than  he  has  on  his  whole  list.  I have  had 
the  curiosity  to  add  them  up  since  the  1st  of  January 
ult. — say  five  months;  and,  without  any  specially  ex- 
citing cause  whatsoever,  that  I know  of — without  ob- 
taining any  more  than  one  subscriber,  so  far  as  1 am 
informed,  on  account  of  any  particular  matter  discuss- 
ed or  mentioned,  and  without  unusual  support  in 
one  part  of  the  United  States  more  than  another,  I 
find  that  they  amount  to  one  hundred  and  ninety^eight : 
to  wit — from  Maine  2,  New  Hampshire  1,  Massachu- 
setts 4,  Rhode  Island  1,  Connecticut  2,  Vermont  4, 
New  York  25,  New  Jersey  3,  Pennsylvania  10,  Dela- 
ware 3,  Maryland  22,  Virginia  11,  North  Carolina  7, 
South  Carolina  20,  Georgia  9,  Kentucky  14,  Tennessee 
10,  Ohio  14,  Indiana  5,  Illinois  1,  Louisiana  7,  Missis- 
sippi 10,  Alabama  7,  Missouri  3,  District  of  Colum- 
bia 1,  territory  of  Arkansas  2.  So  it  appears  that  the 
territory  of  Michigan  is  the  only  district  in  the  Unit- 
ed States  that  has  not  sent  one  or  more  regular  sub- 
scribers to  the  Register  since  the  1st  of  January  last. 

Mr.  Randolph.  We  now  publish  the  strange  let- 
ter of  “John  Randolph,  of  Roanoke,”  to  the  free- 
holders of  certain  counties  in  Virginia,  (which  form 
the  congressional  district  represented  by  him),  to- 
gether with  sketches  of  the  remarks  which  it  gave 
rise  to  in  the  house  of  representatives.  The  prompt 
manner  in  which  every  memberfof  the  committee  to 
which  he  was  attached  has  refuted  his  needless  ac- 
cusation, must  hereafter  place  him  in  rather  an  un- 
pleasant condition.  What  could  have  urged  him  to 
such  a proceeding,  no  one  will  attempt  to  conjecture! 
— and,  perhaps,  it  would  not  be  worth  the  trouble  of 
giving  it  a thought;  for,  indeed,  the  whole  letter  shews 
something  beyond  “eccentricity,”  and  especially  his 
preference  for  the  present  unequal  and  anti-republi- 
can constitution  of  Virginia. 

Massachusetts.  The  legislature  of  this  state  is  in 
session,  and  much  harmony  appears  to  prevail,  judg- 
ing by  the  votes  given  for  speakers,  clerks,  &c.  Whole 
number  of  senators  present  37,  of  the  members  of  the 
house  230.  The  votes  for  governor  were  officially  as- 
certained as  follows: 

For  William  Eustis 
Samuel  Lathrop 
Scattering 

Baltimore.  The  chamber  of  the  first  branch  of 
our  city  council  is  now  ornamented  with  a splendid 
bust  of  Washington,  the  work  of  the  celebrated  sta- 
tuary Capellano.  It  is  an  elegant  specimen  of  the  arts, 
and  a very  strong  representation  of  the  features  of 
the  father  of  his  country,  while  he  was  yet  with  us. 
This  bust  was  obtained  by  the  private  subscriptions  of 

^Excluding  all  of  a temporary  nature,  such  as  those 
made  for  members  of  congress  and  of  several  state 
legislatures,  for  the  session. 

fMessrs.  Taylor,  Webster,  Livingston,  McArthur 
and  Floyd.  See  their  remarks — page  225. 


a few  liberal  gentlemen,  by  whom  it  has  been  present- 
ed  to  the  corporation  of  the  city. 

The  city  legislature  consists  of  two  branches — the? 
first  branch  of  two  members  from  each  ward,  the  se- 
; cond  of  one:  there  are  twelve  wards.  The  popula- 
! tion  of  the  city  was  62,73S,  in  1820.  These  facts  are 
mentioned  because  it  is  said  in  a New  York  paper, 
that  when  our  inhabitants  increase  to  40,000,  the  city 
is  to  be  divided  into  15  wards. 

Internal  improvements.  Under  the  act  of  the  late 
session  of  congress,  the  executive  of  the  United  States 
has  directed  a survey  of  the  proposed  route  of  the 
“Chesapeake  and  Ohio  canal.”  Gen.  Bernard  is  at  the 
head  of  the  commission,  accompanied  by  capt.  Pous- 
sin. Mr.  Shriver  has  been  engaged  in  this  survey, 
and  col.  McRee  and  Mr.  Weight,  of  New  York,  have 
been  invited  to  form  apart  of  the  board — which,  per- 
haps, if  thus  constituted,  will  not  stand  second,  either 
in  science  or  operation,  to  any  other  similar  board  it 
the  world. 

Intercourse.  Fifty  packages  of  goods  lately  arriv- 
ed at  Utica,  in  New  York,  from  Liverpool,  in  Eng- 
land, without  ever  touching  the  land  in  their  passage 
between  the  two  places.  So  says  a New  York  paper. 

Electioneering!  One  of  the  candidates  for  the 
house  of  delegates  in  Virginia,  was  lately  opposed  be- 
cause he  was  the  friend  of  Mr.  Clay  and  the  tariff — 
and  his  opponent,  in  a learned  speech,  said  that  the 
tariff  bill  was  for  the  purpose  of  preventing  the  people  from 
planting  of  corn  or  raising  of  tobacco .”  We  must  be- 
lieve in  charity  that  this  candidate  for  a seat  in  the 
legislature  really  thought  such  were  among  the  provi- 
sions of  the  bill!  It  is  not  hard  to  suppose  this,  see- 
ing that  Talleyrand,  when  in  this  country,  was  charg- 
ed, in  a neighboring  state,  with  raising  the  price  of 
corn  and  lowering  the  price  of  shingles — and  the 
orator  told  them  that  he  would  net  allow  Talleyrand 
to  behave  so,  if  they  would  elect  him  to  the  house  of 
representatives  of  the  state!  This  happened  at  a 
meeting  of  persons  whose  chief  business  was  in  the 
swamps,  in  felling  trees  and  making  shingles. 

Sunday  schools.  It  appears  that  there  are  attach- 
ed to  the  Sunday  school  Union  Society,  of  Philadel- 
phia, which  has  been  only  seven  years  in  operation, 
723  schools,  7,337  teachers  and  48,681  scholars — lo- 
cated in  seventeen  states.  During  the  last  year 
210,500  hooks,  tracts  and  papers  were  published,  and 
210  schools,  2,325  teachers  and  10,638  scholars  were 
added  to  the  union.  The  society  is  hereafter  to  be 
called  the  “American  Sunday  School  Union.” 

The  scholars  who  attend  the  Sunday  schools  of 
Great  Britain  and  Ireland  were  764,391  in  May  1S23, 
with  77,275  teachers,  at  7,173  schools. 

The  Mammoth.  A skeleton,  almost  entire,  of  the 
Mammoth,  or  Mastadon,  hasbeen  recently  discovered 
in  the  eastern  part  of  New  Jersey.  The  bones  are 
to  beset  up  at  New  York,  in  the  cabinet  of  the  Ly- 
ceum of  Natural  History. 

The  law!  It  will  be  recollected  that  three  persons 
were  indicted  and  found  guilty  at  Philadelphia  of  a 
conspiracy  to  destroy  the  old  state-house,  in  which 
Peale’s  museum  is  kept,  the  mayor’s  court  held,  &c. 
with  fire.  The  following  terms  were  used  in  the  in- 
dictment to  describe  the  house: 

1 . A certain  dwelling  house  of  Franklin  Peale ; 

2.  A certain  house  commonly  called  the  state  house, 
belonging  to  the  corporation  of  Philadelphia; 

3.  The  state  house  of  the  commonwealth; 

4.  A certain  house  of  the  Philadelphia  museum 
company.” 
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And  yet  an  attempt  was  made  by  one  of  the  law- 
yers to  upset  the  indictment,  because  of  a defective 
description  of  the  premises — but  it  failed!  One 
would  have  thought  that  a flaw  could  not  have  been 
found  in  that! 

A giant.  A Frenchman  named  Jacques,  is  now 
exhibiting  himself  at  Belfast,  Ireland,  whose  dimen- 
sions are  as  follows:  height  7 feet  4 inches;  round 
the  chest  4 feet  3 inches;  round  the  arm,  under  the 
elbow,  15|  inches;  round  the  wrist  9^  inches.  The 
span  of  his  hand,  when  expanded  on  a table,  is  13£ 
inches;  and  the  distance  between  the  extreme  points 
of  the  middle  finger  of  his  right  and  left  hands,  when 
his  arms  are  extended  along  a wall,  is  7 feet  8 inches; 
His  foot  is  fourteen  inches  in  length.  He  has  not 
much  flesh  on  his  bones,  and  yet  he  weighs  24  stone. 

Brevet  rajjk.  We  have  a document  from  the  de- 
partment of  war  exhibiting  a list  of  all  the  officers  of 
the  army  who  have  been  brevetted,  the  amount  paid  to 
each  on  account  of  his  brevet  rank,  &c.  furnished  in 
obedience  to  a resolution  of  congress. 

The  whole  number  who  have  been  brevetted  and 
are  now  in  the  army,  is  eighty-three — and  the  whole 
amount  that  has  been  paid  to  them,  on  account  of 
their  brevet  rank,  from  1815  to  1823,  inclusive  of  both, 
is  $60,446  37. 

Llvjj.sus.  The  birth  day  of  this  great  father  of 
natural  science  was  celebrated  at  Flushing,  near  the 
city  of  New  York,  on  the  24th  ult.  The  assembly 
W3s  very  numerous,  and  highly  respectable.  The 
president  of  the  Linnaean  society,  De  Witt  Clinton, 
esq.  pronounced  an  elegant  and  appropriate  address — 
communications  were  then  read  from  Mr.  Jefferson, 
and  other  distinguished  gentlemen.  Dr.  Pascalis  an- 
nounced the  late  discoveries  of  the  parent  society  at 
Paris.  The  society  and  audience  then  moved  in  pro- 
cession to  the  garden,  where  Dr.  Akerly  pronounced 
the  eulogy  of  Linnaeus.  “He  was  listened  to  with  pro- 
found attention,  (says  a New  York  paper).  Ke  could 
not  but  be  interesting.  In  the  centre  of  a garden  fra- 
grant with  flowers,  and  verdant  with  shrubbery — in 
the  midst  of  a thousand  soils,  and  in  all  the  har 
mony  of  domestic  affection,  each  bearing  the  bap- 
tismal name  which  it  received  from  the  great  parent 
of  botanical  science — he  could  not  but  be  interesting. 
Doctor  Mitchell  followed  Dr  Akerly,  and  gave  the 
audience  a description  and  exhibition  of  various 
flowers  and  grasses,  some  indigenous  and  some  ex- 
otic, most  of  wrhich  were  in  a high  state  of  preserva- 
tion. There  was  one  -of  peculiar  beauty  and  inte- 
rest, plucked  from  the  grave  of  him  who  once 
hymned  the  praises  of  the  groves  upon  a lofty  golden 
harp — immortal  Virgil.  Who  could  behold  this  lit- 
tle plant,  nourished  by  the  wasting  remains  of  that 
poet,  whose  notes  seem  still  to  echo  along  the  val- 
lies  of  Cremona  and  Mantua,  and  not  drop  a classic 
tear?  A poetical  communication,  from  Mr.  Sutermei- 
ster,  of  Dutchess,  addressed  to  the  society,  w as  then 
pronounced  by  Ira  Clizbe,  esq.  and  was  received  by 
the  audience  with  the  highest  marks  of  approbation. 
The  bust  of  Linnaeus  was  then  crowned  with  a 
wreath  of  flowers,  by  Miss  Manley,  and^a  beautiful 
little  poem,  written  by  Miss  Pascalis,  as  an  apos- 
trophe to  Linnaeus,  was  pronounced  by  Dr.  Mead. 
The  audience,  amounting  to  about  500,  then  returned 
to  Mr.  Peck’s,  and  sat  down  to  an  excellent  dinner: 
Many  appropriate  sentiments  were  given.” 

PRESIDENTIAL. 

Massachusetts.  A committee  of  the  legislature,  to 
whom  the  subject  was  referred,  has  reported  a bill 
for  the  choice  of  electors  of  president  and  vice  pre- 
sident of  the  United  States,  by  a general  ticket.  Un- 
til some  uniform  mode  is  established  by  the  constitu- 


tion, this  is  surely  the  fairest  and  the  best  way  of 
electing  the  electors,  and  may  prevent  much  dirty  in- 
I trigue  by  the  people-mongers. 

North  Carolina.  A considerable  portion  of  the  ci- 
tizens of  Randolph  county,  to  ascertain  the  sentiments 
of  the  people  thereof,  lately  agreed  to  ballot  for  a 
president  of  the  United  States — and  the  votes  were 
as  follows:  For  Mr.  Crawford  122,  gen.  Jackson  45, 
Mr.  Adams  3,  Mr.  Clay  1.  At  this  meeting  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  congressional  caucus  were  approved  of. 

Ohio.  Many  persons  may  profitably  reflect  upon 
what  is  suggested  in  the  preamble  to  the  resolution 
that  follows: 

At  a meeting  of  the  friends  of  Mr.  Clay , held  at 
Cincinnati,  in  the  state  of  Ohio,  after  resolving  to 
contribute,  by  all  honorable  means  within  their 
power,  to  promote  the  election  of  Henry  Clay  to  the 
office  of  president,  the  meeting  came  to  the  following 
resolution : 

“ Whereas  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  meeting  that  all 
the  gentlemen  named  as  candidates  for  the  presi- 
dency, are  honorable  and  intelligent  men,  entitled  to 
the  respect  and  confidence  of  their  country,  and  that 
to  degrade  and  vilify  them,  is  discreditable  to  the  mo- 
ral sense  and  sound  judgment  of  the  country,  and 
has  a direct  tendency  to  bring  republican  institutions 
into  disrepute  and  contempt,  not  only  among  our- 
selves but  in  other  countries,  thus  operating  to  con- 
firm and  strengthen  the  hands  of  despotic  govern- 
ments; Therefore, 

11 Resolved , That  we  will  not  indulge  in  the  unwor- 
thy practice  of  vilifying  the  candidates  whom  we  do 
not  support,  or  of  impeaching  the  motives  of  those 
who  do  support  them:  and  we  earnestly  recommend 
that  all  who  unite  with  us  in  support  of  Mr.  Clay, 
adopt  the  same  resolutions,  and  pursue  the  same 
policy.” 


The  passengers  on  board  the  steam  boat  Olive 
Branch,  on  her  way  from  Louisville  to  New  Orleans, 
lately  agreed  to  elect  a president!  The  following 
shews  the  states  to  which  they  belonged,  and  the  votes 


that  they  gave: 

Clay. 

Jackson. 

Adams. 

Crawford. 

Kentucky 

42 

11 

3 

0 

Arkansas 

6 

4 

0 

1 

Ohio 

8 

15 

10 

0 

Illinois 

5 

8 

2 

0 

Indiana 

5 

10 

11 

0 

Missouri 

2 

1 

0 

0 

Virginia 

4 

4 

5 

0 

Louisiana 

1 

1 

1 

0 

Tennessee 

0 

2 

0 

0 

N.  Hampshire 

0 

1 

0 

0 

New  York 

0 

2 

1 

0 

Pennsylvania 

0 

2 

0 

0 

Maryland 

0 

1 

0 

0 

D.  Columbia 

0 

0 

0 

1 

Mississippi 

0 

3 

1 

0 

73 

65 

34 

2 

FOREIGN  NEWS. 

Brief  notice  of  the  chief  things  mentioned  in  the  la- 
test papers  from  Europe — accounts  from  London 
to  the  23rd  April. 

The  holy  alliance.  It  is  reported  that  the  conspira- 
tors are  to  have  a meeting  at  Prague,  and  it  is  said 
that  the  affairs  of  Greece  and  Brazil  will  be  discussed. 

Great  Bntain  and  Ireland — 3 per  cent,  consols,  April 
23 — 95  1-2  3-8.  Other  stocks  proportionally  high,  in 
consequence  of  the  mighty  quantity  of  capital  which 
the  industry  of  the  people  has  collected  from  all  parts 
of  the  world.  American  3 per  cents  were  at  80. 

The  British  parliament  had  adjourned  to  the  3rd  of 
May.  The  foreign  tonnage  imported  into  the. porto 
London,  amounted,  in  1814,  to  269, 8S4  tons;  in  18.15 
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to  273,775  tons;  in  1822, to  106,009  tons;  and  in  1823, 
to  161,705  tons. 

The  house  of  commons,  on  the  12th  of  April,  voted 
L.500,000for  the  building  of  new  churches. 

France.  A reduction  of  the  interest  on  the  national 
debt,  of  one  half  per  cent,  is  spoken  of.  The  country 
appears  to  be  quiet,  and  is  rapidly  recovering  its  for- 
mer strength.  A ship  of  120  guns  was  lately  launched 
at  Toulon. 

Spain  remains  in  a horrible  condition.  Public  mo- 
ney enough  to  support  the  king’s  establishment  can 
hardly  be  raised,  and  the  officers  of  the  army,  &c.  are 
without  pay.  The  country  abounds  with  robbers,  and 
poverty  and  proscription  have  their  home  in  Spain. 
The  French  army  is  to  remain  for  the  preservation  of 
order.  The  royal  family  was  at  Aranjuez,  which  is 
.surrounded  by  the  French  troops.  There  is  a great 
emigration  from  Spain,  and  of  the  best  part  of  the  po- 
pulation. Massacres  of  prisoners  in  the  jails  and 
the  assassination  of  private  persons  at  large,  were 
common,  and  regular  executions  abound.  It  is  the 
land  of  misery  and  blood. 

Portugal,  is  still  vexed  by  the  parties  of  the  king 
and  his  wife,  who  seems  resolved  to  “wear  the  breech- 
es,” if  she  can;  but  the  present  appearance  of  things 
is  rather  against  her  manly  project. 

Netherlands.  The  king  has  issued  a decree  for  the 
establishment  of  a commercial  company,  with  a capi- 
tal of  twenty-four  millions  of  florins,  to  extend  its 
views  to  a trade  with  the  Indies,  but  without  any 
monopoly  of  privileges,  except  as  to  the  transport 
of  the  public  stores.  The  compa  ny  is  to  prefer  the  na- 
tional manufactures,  employ  national  ships,  &c.  The 
king  guarantees  to  the  share-holders  an  annual  inte- 
rest of  44  per  cent.  When  the  books  were  opened, 
shares  to  the  amount  of  about  one  hundred  millions 
of  florins  were  directly  subscribed  for! 

Russia  has  not  settled  her  differences  with  Turkey. 
Moldavia  and  Wallachia  have  not  been  evacuated  by 
the  latter — but  a peremptory  demand  of  it  was  soon 
to  be  made. 

Turkey.  Preparations  were  making  for  another 
campaign  against  the  Greeks,  and  the  government  had 
resolved  to  have  an  army  of  100,000  men.,  The  re- 
port now  is  that  the  pacha  of  Egypt  has  not  revolted; 
indeed,  it  is  said  that  he  is  offered  the  supreme  com- 
mand of  the  forces  destined  to  subdue  the  Greeks. 
No  attention  whatever  had  been  paid  to  the  two  last 
notes  of  the  British  minister  at  Constantinople,  who 
seems  to  have  had  almost  an  open  quarrel  with  the 
ReisEffendi. 

Greece.  The  patriots  are  preparing  to  meet  their 
enemy.  Supplies  of  arms  and  money  have  reached 
them  from  various  parts,  and  many  volunteers  are 
flocking  to  their  standard.  The  Greeks  have  captur- 
ed Arta  and  Lepanto — these  are  important  acquisi- 
tions. The  quantity  of  stores,  baggage  and  effects, 
found  in  them,  was  immense,  and  also  much  money. 
The  pacha  Jussuff  appears  to  have  perished  in  a se- 
vere battle  previous  to  the  surrender  of  Lepanto,  in 
which  many  of  his  men  were  slain.  These  places 
were  given  up  by  capitulation.  The  Greeks  are 
about  to  attack  Joannina. 

Peru.  An  insurrection  of  the  black  troops  holding 
the  castle  of  Callao,  took  place  on  the  5th  Feb.  They 
had  commenced  plundering  the  vessels  in  port,  and 
forbade  the  captain  of  the  British  sloop  of  war  Fly, 
then  lying  there,  to  interfere,  on  the  penalty  of  putting 
ivery  Englishman  in  Callao  to  death.  Several  ves- 
sels, however,  did  “cut  and  run,”  though  some  re- 
ceived much  damage  from  the  fire  of  the  castles. 

Mexico.  Gen.  Bravo  is  supreme  director  of  Mexi- 
co. The  country  appears  to  be  more  politically  quiet 
than  it  has  been.  The  British  sloop  of  Avar  Valorous 
hasleft  Tampico  for  England,  with  a Mexican  minis- 
ter on  board.  ! 


| JJfrica.  Sir  Charles  McCarthy  marched  again s 
the  Ashantees,  Avith  the  natives  of  Cape  Coast  anu 
the  merchants,  to  the  amount  of  5,000,  Avith  intent  to 
proceed  direct  to  Coomasis,  the  Ashantee  capital — 
but,  on  the  21st  of  January  last,  he  was  met  by  a body 
of  them,  10,000  strong,  and  a long  and  very  bloody 
fight  ensued.  A feAV  persons  escaped,  and,  from  their 
reports,  it  appears  probable  that  sir  Charles  and  near- 
ly the  Avhole  of  his  party, Were  either  massacreed  or 
made  prisoners. 

A Spanish  slave  ship,  called  the  Virgin!  with  14 
guns  and  130  men,  has  been  captured  off  the' south 
coast,  by  the  Baracoota  (British)  sloop  of  war.  The 
man-trader  made  battle,  and  many  of  her  crew  were 
killed — from  3 to  400  slaves  wrere  found  on  board  the 
prize. 

gCfp'By  a solemn  dispensation  of  Pkoaudence, 
which,  though  “appointed  unto  all  men,”  feAv  are  pre- 
pared to  bear  or  to  meet  with  that  equanimity  Avhich 
inevitable  necessity  would  seem  to  impose,  let  philo- 
sophy do  AAffiat  it  can  or  resignation  prescribe  what  it 
may — the  publication  of  this  sheet  has  been  delayed 
beyond  its  usual  time,  and  the  customary  attention, 
perhaps,  has  not  been  paid  to  its  contents,  prepared 
for  the  press  before  the  event  alluded  to  took  place, 

Tire  belovet}  companion  of  the  youthful  days  of  the 
editor  of  this  paper,  his  help-mate  in  middle  life, 
and  the  hope  of  comfort  in  an  old  age,  hath  depart- 
ed to  “another  and  a better  world,”  after  a long  and 
very  severe  illness,  under  the  afflictions  of  which  she 
was  wonderfully  supported  by  an  humble  trust,  as 
she  herself  expressed  it,  that  it  Avas  designed  to  re- 
concile her  to  the  Divine  Will,  and  wean  her  from 
friends  here  that  she  loved.  Her  meekness  and  sub- 
mission never  forsook  her,  and  she  went  to  her  rest 
without  a struggle. 

Anne  Niles  had  been,  for  about  twelve  years,  (with 
short  intermissions),  much  indisposed,  if  not  very  ill, 
Avith  the  dispepsia  and  then  with  the  liver  complaint 
— but  relieved  of  both,  through  kind  attentions  and 
wholesome  advice,  a restoration  of  her  former  state 
of  health  was  promised,  when,  about  eighteen  months 
ago,  we  lost  our  second  son — it  was  a shock  from 
Avhich  she  never  recovered,  though  she  struggled 
hard  to  overcome  it.  It  was,  soon  after,  evident  that 
the  great  destroyer,  the  consumption,  had  seized  her 
— the  progress  of  the  disease  Avas  checked,  as  in  the 
other  cases,  but  not  stopped,  as  before;  she  out-lived 
the  predictions  of  the  skilful  in  that  malady,  yet  died 
of  it  at  precisely  12  o’clock  in  the  night  between  the 
2nd  and  3rd  inst.  aged  about  43  years  and  8 months 
— born  the  16th  October,  1780. 

She  Avas  the  mother  of  t\Velve  children — four  of 
whom  died  soon  after  their  birth,  one  in  infancy,  and 
the  sixth  Avhen  nearly  22  years  old.  She  has  left  four 
(sons  and  tAvo  daughters — the  youngest  about  six  years 
of  age;  and  two  grand  children,  by  her»elclest  son. 

It  is  not  for  the  writer  of  this  to  pronounce  an  eu- 
logium  on  the  deceased;  but  it  may  be  said  that  those 
Avho  knew  her  best  loved  her  most.  The  goodness  of 
her  heart  attached  her  children,  sister,  brother 
and  other  relations  and  friends  in  a remarkable  man- 
ner; and  the  simplicity  of  her  heart  aa  as  so  great,  that 
she  Avas  kind  without  being  sensible  of  an  effort  to 
do  good. 

Some  time  before  her  departure,  she  arranged 
what  she  desired  to  he  done  after  her  death,  prescrib- 
ing minutely  what  should  take  place,  in  which  it  Avas 
her  wish  that  all  plainness  should  be  observed;  and 
every  request  has  been  as  minutely  attended  to.  She 
was  interred  in  the  Friends’  burying  ground  at  Balti- 
more, on  the  morning  of  the  5th  inst. — being  a mem- 
ber of  that  religious  society. 

Though  it  is  not  the  practice  in  this  paper  to  no- 
1 tice  the  decease  of  private  persons,  for  reasons  tha 
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have  oftentimes  been  assigned — the  editor  hopes  that 
this  brief  record  concerning  his  late  wife,  who  re- 
posed on  his  bosom  for  twenty-six  years,  will  be  ex- 
cused bv  his  readers,  as  being  a matter  of  record  for 
her  children,  and  other  relations  and  friends. 


Letter  of  John  Randolph. 

FROM  THE  RICHMOND  ENQUIRER. 

To  the  freeholders  nf  the  counties  of  Charlotte , Bucking- 
ham, Prince  Edward  and  Cumberland , and  common- 
wealth of  Virginia. 

Fellow-citizens,  friends  and  freeholders:  A recur- 
rence of  ihe  same  painful  disease  that  drove  me  from 
mv  post,  some  two  years  ago,  again  compels  me  to 
ash  a furlough;  for  I cannot  consent  to  consider  my- 
self in  the  light  of  a deserter.  But  no  consideration 
whatever  would  have  induced  me  to  leave  Washing- 
ton, so  long  as  a shadow  of  doubt  hung  over  the 
transactions  of  the  treasury:  which  I was,  (among 
others),  appointed  to  investigate.'  It  was  at  my  in- 
stance, and  not  without  considerable  resistance  on 
the  part  of  a majority  of  the  committee,  that  the  se- 
cretary had  the  opportunity  given  him  to  file  his 
answer  to  the  accusation  of  Mr.  Edwards.  I was  sa- 
tisfied (hat  justice,  required  this  course  to  be  pursued, 
at  same  time  that  it  would  expedite  the  business, 
an  ’ i ddge  the  labor  of  the  committee.  If  the  se- 
cretary’s conduct  was  defensible,  who  could  make 
that  defence  so  properly  as  the  party  accused?  If 
otherwise,  it  was  high  time  that  he  should  he  dismiss- 
ed from  a situation  of  which  he  was  unworthy. 

I confess,  that  I was  not  without  some  misgivings, 
that  all  was  not  right.  Holding  myself  aloof  from 
the  intrigues  and  intriguers  of  Washington,  I had  re- 
mained a passive  spectator  of  a scene,  such  as  I hope 
never  again  to  witness.  Not  that  I was  without  a 
slight,  a very  slight’preference  in  the  choice  of  the 
evils  submitted  to  us  for  our  acceptance.  I inclined 
towards  Mr.  Crawford  for  some  reasons  which  were 
private  and  personal,  and  with  which  it  is  unnecessa- 
ry to  trouble  you — but  chiefly,  because  you  preferred 
him  to  his  competitors,  and  because, if  elected,  he  would, 
in  a manner,  be  compelled  to  throw  himself  into  the  hands 
of  the  least  unsound  of  the  political  parties  of  the  coun- 
try: that  he  would,  by  the.  force  of  circumstances,  be  con- 
strained to  act  with  sis,  ( the  people ),  whilst  the  rival  candi- 
dates would,  by  the  same  force  of  circumstances,  be  obliged 
to  act,  against  us.  and  with  the  tribe  of  office-hunters 
and  bankrupts  that  seek  to  subsist  upon  our  industry 
and  means.  The  number  of  these  that  infest  Wash- 
ington, especially  during  a first  session  of  congress, 
and,  above  all,  about  the  termination  of  an  administra- 
tion-, is  inconceivable  to  those  who  have  not  seen  the 
swmrm. 

I ‘ aid,  that  I had  some  misgivings,  that  all  was  not 
as  it  ought  to  be.  But  when  I read  the  reply  of  Mr. 
Crawford,  I had  not  a shadow  of  doubt  remaining  on 
mv  mind.  It  is  the  most  triumphant  and  irresistable 
answer  that  ever  met  the  accusation  of  a base  and 
perjured  informer.  I have  no  doubt  that  there  is  not 
a mercantile  house  in  our  Atlantic  cities,  that  has  not 
lost  a much  heavier  per  centage  on  its  western  debts, 
Ilian  we  have  done,  since  Mr.  Crawford  took  charge 
of  the  treasury;  even  supposing  the  sum  now  due  to 
be  wholly  lost.  And  it  is  a matter  worthy  of  notice, 
that  the  very  people  at  whose  prayers  and  entreaties, 
and  to  save  whom  from  utter  ruin,  he  has  pursued  a 
certain  line  of  conduct,  have  been  his  most  virulent 
accusers  and  persecutors,  for  that  very  conduct, 
which  has  contributed  at  once  to  their  relief,  and  at 
the  same  time  been  serviceable  to  government,  by 
rescuing  a large  debt  from  the  almost  total  loss  which 
would  have  followed  a rigid  exercise  of  his  authority. 
He  has  availed  himself  of  discretionary  powers  re- 
posed in  him  by  the  law.  for  that  purpose,  and  with 


i that  intent,  to  mitigate  the  severity  of  the  sufferings 
i of  our  western  fellow-citizens,  whose  clamors,  had 
I he  taken  a different  course,  would  have  di  solved  the 
present  feeble  and  distracted  administer  ; n of  our 
government;  and,  Actaeon  like,  he  is  as  • ;iied  by  the 
very  hounds  that  he  has  cherished  and  fed. 

I confess  that  . this  base,  unmanly  conspiracy 
against  Mr.  Crawford,  has  given  to  my  mind  a degree 
of  interest  in  the  ensuing  election,  that,  ten  days  ago, 
I deemed  it  impossible  for  me  to  feel.  I shall  re- 
joice in  the  discomfiture  of  a plot  got  up,  as  I verily 
believe,  in  Washington,  for  his  destruction:  for  I 
know  too  well  the  baseness  and  timidity  of  the  cha- 
racter of  Edwards,  (self-convicted  as  he  is),  to 
believe  that  he  would  have  dared  to  take  such  a 
measure,  even  covered  by  flight  from  the  resent- 
ment of  his  injured  enemy,  without  a promise  of 
protection  from  a high  quarter;  and  here  I say,  once 
for  all,  that  I impute  nothing  unfair  to  any  one  of  the 
candidates  for  the  presidency.  But,  how  have  the 
aspersions  of  this  calumniator  been  met?  By  the 
most  temperate,  passionless,  mild,  dignified  and  irre- 
fragable exposure  of  their  falsehood,  without  one 
| harsh  word  towards  their  author. 


I The  pilot  admonishes  me  to  end  this  letter.  If  the 
people  of  Virginia  shall  be  mad  enough  to  call  a con- 
vention, I make  an  humble  tender  of  my  services.  I 
have  lived,  and  hope  to  die,  a freeholder,  and  when  1 
lose  that  distinction,  I shall  no  longer  have  any  mo- 
tive to  be  proud  of  being  your  faithful  servant, 

JOHN  RANDOLPH,  of  Roanoke. 

Nestor,  at  Sea,  May  17,  1824. 


Eighteenth  Congress— first  session. 

[OAIMITTED  AND  ADDITIONAL  ARTICLES.] 
SENATE. 

May  23.  Mr.  Lloyd,  of  Massachusetts,  submitted 
the  following  resolutions,  which  were  read,  and  laid 
over  for  considerations 

Resolved,  That  the  secretary  of  the  navy  be  direct 
ed  to  report  to  the  senate,  at  an  early  period  of  the 
ensuing  session  of  congress,  such  information  as  may 
be  in  the  possession  of  the  department,  or  he  may 
think  proper  to  communicate,  relative  to  the  expe- 
diency of  constructing,  at  one  of  the  navy  yards  of 
the  United  States,  a dry  dock,  of  sufficient  capacity 
for  receiving,  examining  and  repairing  ships  of  the 
line;  and  to  report  on  the  usefulness,  economy,  and 
necessity  of  a dry  dock;  the  best  location  therefor, 
and  the  probable  expense  of  constructing  such  dry 
dock,  of  the  size  aforesaid,  in  a solid  and  durable 
manner,  and  with  the  needful  appendages,  for  an  ad- 
vantageous use  of  the  same. 

Resolved,  That  the  secretary  of  the  navy  be  direct- 
ed to  report  to  the  senate,  at  the  commencement  of 
the  next  session  of  congress,  a statement  showing  the 
amount  of  travelling  expenses  and  other  allowances, 
received  by  the  officers  of  the  navy,  and  of  the  ma- 
rine corps,  over  the  monthly  pay  and  rations  to  which 
they  are  by  law  entitled,  in  each  year,  for  the  last 
three  years;  the  emoluments  which  have  been  receiv- 
ed in  each  year,  for  the  same  period,  so  far  as  the 
same  can  be  ascertained,  by  the  officers  of  the  navy 
and  the  marine  corps,  as  well  from  the  government, 
as  from  other  sources,  in  consequence  of  their  official 
stations;  the  expense  of  courts-martial  in  the  navy 
and  marine  corps,  in  each  year,  for  the  same  period, 
with  the  amount  paid  to  judge  advocates,. and  others, 
for  their  attendance  and  services,  designating  the 
places  at  which  such  courts-martial  were  ordered  to 
be  held,  and  the  stations  from  which  the  officers, 
composing  the  same  were  detailed  to  attend;  the  num- 
ber of  desertions  from  the  marine  corps,  and  the 
number  of  rank  and  file  confined  for  imprisonment, 
as  a punishment  for  desertion  or  misconduct,  for  each 
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year,  during  the  same  period;  and,  also,  to  report  his 
opinion  on  such  alterations,  or  further  provisions  of 
law,  as  he  may  consider  it  expedient  to  make,  in  or- 
der to  promote  a more  perfect  discipline  in  the  navy 
and  marine  corps,  to  prevent  the  frequent  recurrence 
of  courts-martial,  and  insure  to  the  public  service  in 
the  said  establishments,  the  highest  degree  of  econo- 
my and  efficiency. 

[Mr.  Lloyd's  resolutions  were  agreed  to  next  day.] 

Mr.  Barbour  moved  that  the  committee  on  foreign 
relations  be  discharged  from  the  further  consideration 
of  the  petitions  of  a great  number  of  individuals, 
praying  relief  from  the  government  for  spoliations 
committed  by  the  French.  Mr.  B.  recalled  to  the  re- 
collection of  the  senate,  the  fact,  that  information  in 
relation  to  these  claims,  had  been  required  by  a reso- 
lution of  the  senate,  from  the  department  of  state — 
that  the  documents  from  which  this  information  was 
to  be  obtained  were  very  voluminous,  and  that  it 
could  not  possibly  be  furnished  at  the  present  session 
of  congress.  In  this  state  of  the  business,  the  com- 
mittee had  directed  him  to  make  this  motion.  The 
committee  was  accordingly  discharged. 

May  25.  The  bill  from  the  other  house,  “to  ena- 
ble the  claimants  to  lands  within  the  state  of  Missouri 
and  the  territory  of  Arkansas,  to  institute  proceed- 
ings to  try  the  validity  of  their  claims,”  was  taken 
up  for  consideration,  in  committee  of  the  whole. — 
Considerable  discussion  took  place,  on  the  details  of 
the  bill,  between  Messrs.  Barton,  Lanrnan,  Lowrie , 
Chandler , Kelly , Dickerson,  King,  of  Alab.  and  J.  S. 
Johnston,  of  Lou.  Mr.  Lowrie  moved  to  amend  the  bill, 
so  as  to  limit  its  operation  to  claims  not  exceeding  one 
league  square;  which  was  agreed  to.  The  bill  was 
then  reported  to  the  senate.  Mr.  Lanman  moved  its 
indefinite  postponement.  This  motion  was  opposed 
by  ML  Benton,  and  was  not  carried.  The  bill  was. 
then  passed  to  a third  reading. 

The  bill  from  the  other  house,  “to.  authorize  the 
territory  of  Florida  to  open  a canal  through  the  pub- 
lic lands,  from  the  river  St.  John’s,  to  the  bay  of  St. 
Augustine,”  was  taken  up  for  consideration,  in  com- 
mittee of  the  whole.  Messrs.  Smith,  Lowrie,  King, 
of  Alab.  Brown  and  Chandler,  made  some  remarks  on 
the  subject.  Mr.  Lowrie  moved  the  indefinite  post- 
ponement of  the  bill;  which  motion  was  carried. 

The  bill  from  the  other  house,  “granting  a right  of 
pre-emption  to  certain  actual  settlers  in  that  part  of 
the  state  of  Mississippi,  included  in  Jackson  court- 
house land  district,  and  in  that  part  of  the  state  of 
Louisiana,  included  in  the  St.  Helena  land  district,” 
was  taken  up;  and,  after  being  discussed  by  Messrs. 
Lowrie,  King,  of  Alab.  and  II.  Johnson,  of  Lou.  was, 
on  motion  of  Mr.  Lowrie , indefinitely  postponed. 

The  bill  from  the  other  house,  “to  revive  and  con- 
tinue in  force  the  first,  second,  third,  fourth,  fifth, 
sixth  and  seventh  sections  of  an  act,  entitled  “an  act  to 
provide  for  the  collection  of  duties  on  imports  and 
tonnage,”  was  taken  up  for  consideration,  in  commit- 
tee of  the  whole.  Mr.  Dickerson  explained  the  rea- 
sons for  bringing  forward  this  bill.  Its  passage  was 
opposed  by  Messrs.  Taylor,  of  Va.  and  Holmes,  of  Me. 
and,  on  motion  of  the  latter  member,  the  bill  was  or- 
dered to  lie  on  the  table. 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

Monday,  May  24.  On  the  bill  concerning  wrecks 
on  the  coast  of  Florida  some  debate  arose.  It  was 
contended,  in  defence  of  the  bill,  that.,  when  Ameri- 
can property,  wrecked  on  that  coast,  was  saved  by 
the  Providence  wreckers,  not  only  a high  salvage 
was  paid  to  foreigners,  but  the  goods  being  taken 
into  Providence,  paid  high  duties  to  the  British  go- 
'crment,  and  the  result  usually  was,  that  nearly  the 
whole  of  the  property  was  lost. 

On  the  other  hand,  it  was  insisted  that  this  conside- 
: , tion  was  as  nothing  in  comparison  to  affording  to 


vessels  and  crews  in  distress,  the  aid  now  derived 
from  those  wreckers. 

It  was  rejoined,  that,  if  the  British  wreckers  were 
driven  off  by  the  operation  of  the  act,  there  place 
would  immediately  be  filled  with  our  own  citzens,  all 
the  foreign  duties  would  be  saved,  and  some  chance 
enjoyed  of  getting  the  property  saved. 

The  bill  was  passed  by  a large  majority. 

Mr.  Forsyth,  from  the  committee  on  foreign  rela- 
tions, on  the  petitions  of  Archibald  Gracie  and  others, 
praying  the  intervention  of  congress  for  the  recovery 
of  their  just  claims  against  France  for  spoliations,  at 
sea,  since  the  year  1816,  made  a report  concluding 
with  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  the  president  of  the  United  States 
be  requested  to  lay  before  this  house,  at  the  next  ses- 
sion, as  early  as  the  public  interest  will  permit,  the 
correspondence  which  maybe  held  with  the  govern- 
ment of  France,  prior  to  the  time  on  the  subject  of  in- 
juries sustained  by  citizens  of  the  United  States,  since 
the  year  1806. 

The  report  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Wednesday  May,  26.  [While  the  house  remained  in 
committee  of  the  whole,  on  the  state  of  the  union,  Mr. 
Clay  rose,  and  said,  that  he  would  ask  a moment’s  at- 
tention of  the  committee,  whilst  he  said  only  one 
word  in  respect  to  a resolution  which  he  had  had  the 
honor  to  present  some  time  ago.  The  resolution,  tb 
which  he  referred,  was  that  which  proposed  an  ex- 
pression of  the  feelings  of  congress  in  regard  to  an 
attack  supposed  to  be  meditated  by  allied  Europe 
upon  the  independence  of  Spanish  America.  He  had 
offered  that  resolution  in  consequence  of  information 
disclosed  in  the  president’s  message,  at  the  opening  of 
the  present  session  of  congress;  and  most  certainly, 
if  the  design  imputed  to  the  allies  had  really  been  en- 
tertained, every  consideration  connected  with  the  in- 
terest, the  safety,  and  even  the  independence  of  this 
country,  called  for  the  most  deliberate  attention  to 
his  proposition.  But  such  a purpose,  abominable  as  it 
would  have  been,  ought  not  to  be  attributed  upon  any 
other  than  the  strongest  evidence.  Events  and  cir- 
cumstances, subsequent  to  the  communication  of  the 
message,  evinced,  that,  if  such  a purpose  were  ever 
seriously  entertained,  it  had  been  relinquished.  For 
his  part,  whilst  he  was  disposed  to  keep  a vigilant  eye 
on  every  movement  of  the  allies,  as  to  America,  and  to 
be  ready  to  give  his  feeble  co-operation  to  every  mea- 
sure calculated  to  repel  their  aggressions,  if  any  such 
should  be  attempted,  on  the  independence  of  any  part 
of  America,  he  was,  on  the  other  hand,  unwilling  to 
give  them  any  just  cause  of  offence  against  us.  But, 
to  pass  the  resolution,  after  all  that  has  occurred — in 
the  absence  of  any  sufficient  evidence  of  their  cherish- 
ing inimical  designs  on  this  continent — might  be-con- 
strued  by  them  as  unfriendly,  if  not  offensive  Under 
the  full  conviction,  therefore,  that  they  did  not  enter- 
tain any  purpose  so  diabolical  as  that  would  be,  of  at- 
tempting to  reduce  Spanish  America  to  its  ancient 
subjection,  or  of  compelling  it  to  adopt  the  monarchi- 
cal form  of  government,  he  should  continue  to  abstain 
from  pressing  upon  the  attention  of  the  house,  his  re- 
solution; and  should  allow  it  to  sleep  where  it  now 
reposes,  on  the  table.] 

The  following  is  a copy  of  the  resolution  alluded  to 
in  the  above,  which  Mr.  Clay  offered  to  the  house  on 
the  20th  of  January  last. 

“ Resolved  by  the  senate  and  house  of  representatives  of 
the  United  States  of  America  in  coriigress  assembled,  Thai 
the  people  of  these  states  could  not  see,  without  se- 
rious inquietude,  any  forcible  interposition,  by  the 
allied  powers  of  Europe,  in  behalf  of  Spain,  to  reduce 
to  their  former  subjection,  those  parts  of  the  < onti- 
nent  of  America  which  have  proclaimed  and  estab- 
lished for  themselves,  respectively,  independent  go- 
vernments, and  which  have  been  solemnly  recognizees 
by  the  United  States.” 
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Mr.  Condict  offered  the  following  resolution: 

* Resolved , That  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  be 
instructed  to  inquire  and  report  to  this  house,  at  the 
commencement  of  the  next  session  of  congress,  what 
are  the  material  causes  of  those  fatal  disasters  which 
have  so  frequently  occurred  on  board  steam  boats  in 
the  waters  of  the  United  States,  and  what  regulations 
may,  in  his  opinion,  afford  better  security  to  the  lives 
of  passengers  and  crews;  and,  for  the  purpose  of  this 
inquiry,  the  secretary  is  hereby  authorized  to  call  to 
his  assistance  the  knowledge  and  experience  of  engi- 
neers and  others  skilled  in  navigating  and  construct- 
ing vessels  propelled  by  fire  or  steam.” 

Mr.  Wa bster  offered  the  following  resolution — 

“ Resolved , That  it  is  expedient  to  establish  a uni- 
form svstem  of  bankruptcy  throughout  the  United 
States.” 

In  presenting  this  resolution  for  consideration — 
Mr.  W.  said,  he  presented  this  resolution  now  with 
the  intention  of  asking  the  house  to  act  upon  it  early 
at  its  next  meeting,  lie  thought  the  next  session 
would  be  a favorable  opportunity  to  settle  this  impor- 
tant question  one  way  or  the  other.  Causes  were  un- 
derstood to  be  pending  before  the  supreme  court,  in 
which  the  power  of  the  states  to  pass  bankrupt  laws, 
so  far  as  to  operate  on  subsequent  contracts,  was  to 
be  decided.  The  court  having  heard  arguments  on 
that  question,  and  now  holding  the  causes  under  ad- 
visement, a judgment  might  probably  be  expected  at 
the  commencement  of  the  term.  That  decision,  which 
ever  way  made,  would  present  a fit  opportunity  for 
taking  the  sense  of  congress  on  the  expediency  of  a 
uniform  bankrupt  law.  If  the  decision  should  be 
against  the  power  of  the  states  to  pass  such  acts,  then 
it  might  be  hoped  that  members  from  those  states 
which  had,  in  fact,  hitherto  maintained  such  laws, 
might  be  willing  t»  co-operate  with  others  in  the  es- 
tablishment of  a general  system.  If  it  should  be  in 
favor  of  the  state  authority,  on  the  othdr  hand,  then 
the  question  would  be,  whether  it  were  better  to  have 
a general  system,  under  the  authority  of  this  govern- 
ment, or  a local  system,  in  each  state?  In  one  event, 
the  question  would  be,  between  a general  uniform 
bankrupt  law,  and  no  bankrupt  law  at  all;  in  the 
other,  between  one  uniform  system,  and  twenty-four 
different  and  clashing  systems.  He  had  intended  to 
present,  not  merely  a single  resolution,  but  a series 
of  resolutions,  describing  the  outline  of  such  a sys- 
tem as  appeared  to  him  expedient  to  adopt.  But 
other  engagements  had  not  allowed  him  sufficient  lei- 
sure. He  earnestly  hoped  that  members  would  take 
this  important  subject  into  consideration,  and  that 
the  house  would  be  prepared  to  act  upon  it  at  the  next 
session. 

Thd  resolution  lies  on  the  table,  according  to  the 
wish  of  the  mover,  and  may  be  called  up  at  the  next 
session  of  congress. 

Thursday,  May  27.  The  house  met  at  8 o’clock. 
Several  communications  were  received  from  the 
president  of  the  United  States,  announcing  his  appro- 
bation and  signature  of  bills  passed  by  both  houses. 

Mr.  Tuylor  then  rose,  and  said,  that  it  had  yesterday 
been  decided,  that  three  members  of  the  committee  of 
investigation  in  the  cases  of  Mr.  Ninian  Edwards 
should  not  be  a quorum  of  that  committee.  He  had 
understood  that  one  of  the  members  of  that  commit- 
tee had  left  the  United  States,  and  that  another  was 
gone  home  to  his  residence  in  Alabama.  It  was  very 
desirable  that  the  committee  should  be  filled  up;  and, 
with  a view  to  that  object,  he  moved  that  two  mem- 
bers be  added  to  the  committe’e,  to  supply  the  place 
of  the  two  members- absent. 

Mr.  Webster  said,  he  rose  partly  to  second  the  mo- 
tion of  his  honorable  friend,  but  more  particularly  to 
express  his  astonishment  at  a paragraph,  which  he 
had  this  moment  seen  in  a Richmond  paper,  of  Tues- 
day, in  a communication  signed  “John  Randolph,  of 


Roanoke.”  The  paragraph  is  in  these  words:  “It 
was  at  my  instance,  and  not  without  considerable  re- 
sistance on  the  part  of  a majority  of  the  committee, 
that  the  secretary  had  the  opportunity  given  him,  to 
file  his  answer  to  the  accusation  of  Mr.  Edwards.” 
A regard  to  my  own  character,  sir,  said  Mr.  W.  and 
to  the  character  of  the  committee  with  whom  I am 
associated,  does  not  allow  me  to  pass  over  this  state- 
ment; and  I rise  for  the  purpose  of  saying,  that  the 
order,  in  committee,  for  communicating  the  address 
to  Mr.  Crawford,  for  the  purpose  of  giving  him  an 
opportunity  of  answering  it,  was  not  made  at  the  in- 
stance of  Mr.  Randolph ; and,  further,  that  no  one  of 
the  committee  made  any  opposition  whatever  to  that 
motion.  I hope  I am  fully  and  distinctly  understood  ; 
I wish  to  be  so;  and,  I again  assert  that  no  one  of 
the  committee  intimated  the  least  opposition  to  the 
motion.  Fortunately,  the  original  minutes  of  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  committee  are  preserved,  and  the  en- 
try, as  it  now  stands,  in  the  hand  writing  of  one  of  the 
committee,  is  as  follows: 

“April  28,  1824. 

“Committee  met — all  present. 

“On  motion  of  Mr.  Taylor , 

“Ordered,  that  the  chairman  transmit  to  Mr.  Craw- 
ford a copy  of  Mr.  Edwards’s  memorial,  and  the  ac- 
companying papers,  together  with  a copy  of  the  re- 
solution creating  the  commitee.  To  which  Mr.  Ran- 
dolph proposed  the  following  amendment  “and  inform 
him  that  the  committee  are  proceeding  in  the  exa- 
mination, and  that  they  are  ready  to  receive  any  com- 
munication which  he  may  think  proper  to  make,  in  re- 
ference to  the  same;”  which  amendment  was  accepted 
by  Mr.  Taxjlor ; and,  thus  amended,  was  unanimously 
adopted 

Mr  Little,  of  Md.  thought  that  the  measure  proposed 
by  the  gentleman  from  New  York,  was  not  necessary. 
He  thought  the  present  committee  entirely  compe- 
tent to  the  business  which  had  been  referred  to  them, 
and  that  it  would  be  best  to  leave  them  to  settle  their 
own  affairs.  It  must  be  a very  disagreeable  thing  to 
remain  confined  here  after  the  session  of  the  house 
was  closed,  and  he  would  not  willingly  impose  upon 
another  that  to  which  he  should  be  averse  himself. 
He  regretted,  for  his  part,  that  this  matter  had  ever 
been  brought  before  the  house,  and  that  it  had  been 
referred  to  the  committee,  giving  it  thus  an  impor- 
tance which  did  not  properly  belong  to  it. 

Mr.  Williams,  of  N.  C.  observing  that  the  House 
was  very  thin,  thought  it  best  to  defer  the  considera- 
tion of  the  motion  till  a fuller  house  should  be  ob- 
tained; and,  with  that  view,  moved  to  lay  the  resolu- 
tion on  the  table.  When  this  question  was  about  to  be 
put,  it  became  obvious  that  there  was  not  a quorum 
of  members  present. 

After  a variety  of  remarks  by  different  gentlemen — 

Mr.  Livingston  rose  and  said,  that  he  had  that  in- 
stant come  into  the  house,  and  that  a paper  had  been 
put  into  his  hands,  containing  a letter  Signed  by  an 
honorable  member  of  this  house,  who  was  also  a. 
member  of  the  committee  appointed  on  the  address 
of  Ninian  Edwards,  which  letter  contained  a state- 
ment, that  he  thought  it  incumbent  on  him,  as  a mem- 
ber of  that  committee,  to  notice.  It  is  there  said, 
that  “it  was  at  his,  (Mr.  Randolph’s)  instance,  and 
not  without  considerable  resistance,  on  the  part  of  a 
majority  of  the  committee,  that  the  secretary  had  the 
opportunity  given  him  to  file  his  answer  to  the  accu- 
sation of  Mr.  Edwards.”  Mr.  Livingston  said  he 
was  bound  to  declare  that  there  was  not  on  his  pari 
the  slightest  opposition,  nor  did  any  other  member  of 
the  committee  express  any,  or  shew  the  least  disincli- 
nation to  communicate  the  accusation  to  Mr.  Craw 
ford,  or  to  give  him  an  opportunity  of  answering  it; 
that,  on  the  contrary,  it  was  one  of  the  first  measures 
proposed,  after  the  papers  were  printed,  that  the  com- 
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motion  was  made,  as  appeared  by  the  minutes  of  the 
committee,  by  a member  from  N.  York,  to  communi- 
cate the  papers,  that  Mr.  Randolph’s  amendment  was 
adopted  by  him,  and  it  was  unanimously  agreed  to,  as 
amended.  Mr.  Livingston  said,  that  the  statement 
could  only  have  arisen  from  a very  great  misappre- 
hension of  the  proceedings  of  the  committee;  but, 
that  it  conveyed  so  serious  a charge  on  their  charac- 
ter and  impartiality,  that  he  appealed  to  the  recollec- 
tion of  all  the  members  now  present,  to  derlare  whe- 
ther the  statement  he  had  made  was  not  correct. 

Mr.  McArthur  said,  that  he  distinctly  recollected 
the  proceedings  of  the  committee  on  the  28th  April — 
that  it  was  upon  the  motion  of  Mr.  Taylor,  the  order 
was  made,  to  transmit  to  Mr.  Crawford  a copy  of 
Mr.  Edwards's  address,  and  the  accompanying  pa- 
pers, together  with  the  resolution  creating  the  com- 
mittee, which  was  acquiesced  in  by  all  the  members 
then  present.  Mr.  Floyd,  perhaps,  suggested  the 
propriety  of  first  examining  the  communications 
and  documents,  but  did  not  urge  the  suggestion.  Up- 
on Mr.  Randolph’s  arrival  the  proceedings  of  the 
committee  were  read  to  him,  when  he  remarked  that 
he  hoped  the  committee  would  not  be  delayed  in  its 
investigation  for  the  secretary’s  answer — that  he  was 
for  progressing  with  the  investigation,  but  Avas  wil- 
ling that  the  secretary  should  be  advised  of  it;  and 
moved  to  amend  the  motion  of  Mr.  Taylor,  as  stated 
in  the  minutes  of  the  committee.  That  the  modifica- 
tion proposed  by  Mr.  R.  Avas  accepted  by  Mr.  Taylor, 
and  unanimously  adopted.  That  he  was  confident, 
that  the  statement  relative  thereto,  which  appeared 
in  the  Richmond  Enquirer  of  the  25th  instant,  over 
the  signature  of  John  Randolph  of  Roanoke,  is  not 
correct. 

Mr.  Floyd  said,  that  he  had  just  come  in,  and  did 
not  know  very  well  what  it  was  the  gentleman  had 
been  saying.  If,  as  he  was  told,  it  related  to  the  oc- 
currences in  the  committee,  he  could  only  state  the 
impression  which  was  made  on  his  memory,  though 
he  did  not  know  that  he  was  correct,  but  believed  he 
was.  So  far,  hoAvever,  as  he  was  told  Avhat  Mr.  Ran- 
dolph had  written,  it  seemed  to  him  that  there  Avas 
evidently  some  mistake  in  the  business.  He  presum- 
ed it  must  relate  to  conversations  in  the  committee, 
rather  than  to  the  measure  adopted  by  them.  A pro- 
position A\ras  read  by  some  member,  he  believed,  the 
gentleman  from  NeAvYork,  to  this  effect:  That  the. 
chairman  be  directed  to  transmit  a copy  of  Mr.  Ed- 
wards’s address  to  the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  and 
request  his  answer.  This  was  conversed  on,  and  the 
latter  part  stricken  out.  Mr.  Randolph  came  in,  and 
made  the  motion  to  amend  the  proposition  of  the 
gentleman  from  New  York,  very  similar  to  the  first; 
which  proposition  was  then  put  to  the  committee, 
and  a A-ote  taken,  which  seemed  to  be  satisfactory  to 
all,  and  was  so  noted,  he  believed,  by  the  committee. 
This  seemed  to  him  to  be  nearly  the  state  of  the  facts, 
as  he  remembered  them. 

Mr.  Webster  said  that  he  held  in  his  hand  the  origi- 
nal paper  containing  the  resolution  offered  by  Mr. 
Taylor.  It  had  at  first  been  proposed,  to  request  an 
answer  from  Mr.  Crawford;  but  it  was  suggested  that 
there  might  be  some  objection  to  that  form.  This 
Avas  afterwards  modified,  so  as  to  say  the  committee 
Avould  receive  any  communication  Mr.  C.  should 
think  proper  to  make. 

[Here  for  the  present  the  conversation  dropped.] 

Some  other  matters  being  attended  to,  and  the 
house  being  informed  that  the  president  had  no  other 
communication  to  make  to  the  Iavo  houses — and  the 
usual  message  being  sent  to  the  senate, 

Mr.  Taylor  rose,  and  said,  that  in  reference  to  the 
letter  of  Mr.  Randolph , that  had  appeared  in  the  pub- 
lic prints  this  morning,  he  thought  it  proper  to  ob- 
serve, in  corroboration  of  what  had  been  said  by  the 
hon.  gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  that  his  recol- 
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lection  Avas  very  distinct  that  the  original  motion 
made  by  him,  in  committee,  was  stronger,  and  went 
farther,  than  the  order  finally  adopted.  It  not  only 
required  that  Mr.  CraAA'ford  should  be  furnished  with 
a copy  of  Mr.  Edwards’s  memorial,  and  the  accom- 
panying papers,  together  with  a copy  of  the  resolu- 
tion creating  the  committee,  hut  that  Mr.  Crawford 
should  be  requested  to  answer  the  sums.  It  having  been 
suggested  that  it  ought  to  be  left  to  Mr.  Crawford’s 
option  whether  or  not  to  communicate  an  answer,  the 
suggestion  was  approved  by  him,  and  the  latter  clause 
withdrawn  accordingly.  Mr.  Randolph ’3  amend- 
ment was  adopted  by  the  committee,  as  expressing 
their  decision,  on  the  point  to  which  it  referred, 
more  precisely  than  it  would  do  either  with  or  with- 
out the  latter  clause.  Opposition  Avas  not  made  by 
any  one  of  the  committee  to  giving  Mr.  Crawford  an 
opportunity  of  answering  the  accusation  of  Mr.  Ed- 
wards 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Foot,  of  Connecticut,  the  house 
was  then  adjourned,  by  the  speaker,  till  the  first 
Monday  of  December  next. 


Suppression  of  tlie  Slave  Trade. 

CONVENTION  FOB.  THE  SUPPRESSION  OF  THE  AFRICAN 
SLAVE  TRADE. 

To  the  senate  of  the  United  States: 

I transmit  to  the  senate,  for  their  constitutional 
advice  with  regard  to  its  ratification,  a convention 
for  the  suppression  of  the  African  slave  trade,  signed 
at  London,  on  the  13th  uit.  by  the  minister  of  the 
United  States,  residing  there,  on  their  part,  with  the 
plenipotentiaries  of  the  British  government,  on  the 
j part  of  that  nation;  together  with  the  correspon- 
dence relating  thereto;  part  of  A^hich  is  included  in 
a communication  made  to  the  house  of  representa- 
tiAres  on  the  19th  ult.  a printed  copy  of  Avhich  is 
among  the  documents  herewith  sent. 

Motives  of  accommodation  to  the  wishes  of  the 
British  government,  render  it  desirable  that  the  se- 
nate should  act  definitively  upon  the  convention  as 
speedily  as  may  be  found  convenient. 

JAMES  MONROE. 

Washington,  April  30,  1S24. 


No.  1 

London,  January  23,  182-1. 

Sir:  I received,  on  the  evening  of  the  20th  instant,  a 
note  from  Mr.  Secretary  Canning,  requesting  me  to 
call,  on  the  following  day,  at  the  foreign  office,  for 
| the  purpose  of  meeting  there  Mr.  Huskisson  and  Mr. 
i Stratford  Canning,  by  which  I at  once  understood, 

, that  the  negociation  AAffiich  the  president  had  con- 
■fided  to  me,  Avas  now  about  to  have  its  regular  com- 
jmencement.  I went  at  the  time  appointed,  when, 
j meeting  these  gentlemen,  I was  informed  by  them, 
1 that  their  instructions,  as  Avell  as  full  powers,  as  the 
S plenipotentiaries  of  this  government,  Avere  made  out, 
j and  that  all  things  were  ready,  on  their  side,  for 
(opening  the  negociation.  I replied,  that  I too  Avas 
ready  on  the  part  of  the  United  States,  upon  which 
the  23d  was  fixed  upon  for  our  first  meeting. 

The  negociation  has  accordingly  been  opened 
this  day,  in  due  form,  at  the  office  of  the  board  of 
trade.  At  the  Avish  of  Mr.  Secretary  Canning,  spe- 
j daily  expressed  at  the  foreign  office  the  day  before 
; yesterday,  the  subject  of  the  slave  trade  is  that  upon 
which  we  have  first  entered.  Our  introductory  con- 
ferences upon  it  occupied  a couple  of  hours,  when 
j an  adjournment  took  place  until  Thursday  next,  the 
: 29th  instant.  It  was  agreed  that  the  same  subject 
: should  then  he  resumed,  and,  without  discussing 
others,  proceeded  Avith  until  it  should  be  finished. 

In  making  my  reports  to  you  of  this  negociation, 
.‘for  the  information  of  the  president,  my  intention  is. 
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not  to  make  them  from  meeting  to  meeting,  a course  j 
that  might  often  prove  unsatisfactory  and  unavailing,  j 
but  to  wait  the  issue  of  the  whole,  or,  at  any  rate,  the 
completion  of  some  one  object,  before  1 proceed  to 
write  about  it.  This  was  the  plan  pursued  at  the 
joint  negociation  with  this  court,  in  1818,  in  which 
I bore  a°share,  and  1 hope  will  be  approved.  1 will 
take  care  to  deviate  from  it,  whenever  circumstances 
may  seem  to  render  a deviation  necessary  and  pro- 
per. As,  moreover,  I must  simultaneously  with  this 
negociation,  attend  to  the  business  of  the  legation,  it 
has  occurred  to  me,  that,  as  often  as  1 may  find  it  ne- 
cessary to  write  to  you,  respecting  the  latter,  whilst  j 
the  negociation  is  in  progress,  I will  go  on  with  the  : 
regular  series  in  numbering  my  dispatches,  treating  I 
those  that  I shall  write  on  the  negociation  as  dis-  J 
tinct,  and  so  numbering  them. 

I cannot  flatter  myself  with  the  expectation  that  the  ! 
work  of  the  negociation  will  be  very  soon  done. 1 
The  subjects  are  many  and  complicated;  the  session  : 
of  parliament  is  at  hand,  and  will,  when  it  arrives,  j 
make  heavy  calls  upon  the  time  of  one  of  the  British  ' 
plenipotentiaries;  added  to  which,  the  daily  interrup-  I 
tions  to  which  my  own  is  liable,  always  the  let  of  the 
permanent  incumbent  of  this  mission,  will  be  too  j 
liable  to  increase  the  unavoidable  obstacles  to  fre- 
quent conferences.  I can  only  repeat,  that  my  best 
endeavors  shall  not  be  spared:  and  I presume  to 
hope,  that  my  past  conduct  in  this  trust  will  be  ac-  . 
cepted  as  the  pledge  of  my  future  diligence.  Although  • 
there  have  been  delays  in  bringing  on  the  negocia- 
tion, all  my  preliminary  correspondence  in  rela- 
tion to  it  will,  1 trust,  have  not  arisen  through  my  in- 
strumentality. 

The  standing  of  one  of  the  British  plenipotentiaries 
is  so  Avell  known  with  us,  that  I need  not  speak  of  it. 
The  other,  Mr.  Huskisson,  (first  named  in  the  commis- 
sion), is  of  the  cabinet,  a distinguished  member  of  the 
house  of  commons,  the  president  of  the  board  of 
trade  and  treasurer  of  the  navy.  Besides  his  reputa- 
tion for  talents,  which  is  high,  he  seems  to  be  no  less 
generally  regarded  as  a man  of  liberal  principle  and 
conciliating  temper. 

I have  the  honor  to  remain,  with  very  great  re- 
spect, your  obedient  servant, 

RICHARD  RUSH. 

lion.  John  Quincy  Adams , secretary  of  state. 

No.  2. 

London , March  15,  1824. 

Sir:  I have  the  honor  to  inform  you,  that  I conclud-  j 
^d  and  signed,  on  behalf  of  the  United  States,  the  day  j 
before  yesterday,  a convention  with  this  government  j 
for  the  suppression  of  the  slave  trade;  which  instru- 
ment I herewith  transmit  to  your  hands,  to  be  laid  be- 
fore the  president. 

In  my  despatch,  No.  335,  written  previously  to  the 
commencement  of  the  negociation,  I mentioned 
that  Mr.  Secretary  Canning  had  expressed  a wish  that 
the  subject  of  the  slave  trade  should  be  treated  sepa- 
rately from  all  others  on  which  I had  received  the  in- 
structions of  my  government,  and  that  I had  not 
thought  it  necessary  to  object  to  this  course.  In  pur- 
suance of  it,  this  subject  was  accordingly  taken  up  se- 
parately, and  the  first  upon  which  we  entered,  as  you 
have  already  been  informed  in  my  despatch,  Which 
announced  the  formal  opening  of  the  negociation. 
't'he  only  deviation  from  the  course  indicated  in  my 
latter  dispatch,  has  been,  that  other  subjects  have 
since  been  gone  into,  though  none,  as  yet,  finished,  a 
mode  of  proceeding  that  Avas  found  eligible. 

With  the  convention,  I also  transmit  the  protocols 
of  the  several  conferences  at  which  its  provisions 
Avere  discussed  and  settled,  and  for  the  better  under- 
standing of  the  whole  subject,  I proceed  to  give  you 
a more  full  account  of  the  nature  and  progress  of  the 
discussions,  than  can  be  afforded  by  the  protocols. 


I offered,  in  first  instance,  to  the  British  pleni- 
potentiaries, and  without  any  alteration,  the  project 
that  came  inclosed  tome  in  your  despaich,  No.  r , of 
the  24th  of  June,  explaining  and  recommendi;-  its 
provisions  by  such  considerations  as  Avere  to  be 
drawn  from  your  despatch,  and  ethers  that  seemed 
opposite.  They  remarked,  that  they  hoped  it  would 
be  borne  in  mind,  that  the  plan  offered  was  not  the 
choice  of  Great  Britain,  her  preference  having  been 
distinctly  made  IcnoAvn  to  Europe,  as  well  as  the 
United  States,  for  a different  plan;  nor  Avas  it,  they 
said,  necessary  toAvards  the  more  effectual  abolition 
of  the  traffic  by  her  own  subjects,  her  home  statutes 
and  prohibitions  being  already  adequate  to  that  end. 
As  regarded  the  latter  intimation,  1 replied,  that  the 
United  States  stood  upon  at  least  equal  ground  with 
Great  Britain,  their  existing  laws  against  the  slave 
trade  beingmarked  by  even  a higher  tone  of  severity, 
and  the  consequent  exclusion  of  their  citizens  from 
all  participation  in  the  trade,  being,  as-was  believed, 
so  far  as  the  virtue  of  municipal  lav/s  could  avail,  not 
less  effectual.  As  to  the  preference  of  Great  Britain 
for  a different  plan,  I contented  myself  Avith  allud- 
ing, Avithout  more  of  retrospect,  to  the  uniform  ob- 
jections that  had  been  made  to  it  by  the  leading 
poAvers  of  Europe,  especially  by  France  and  Russia, 
as  Avell  as  by  the  United  States:  and,  Avith  remark- 
ing, that  my  government  had  charged  me  with  the 
duty  of  presenting  the  projet  in  question,  under  the 
tAvofoId  view  of  bringing  forward,  according  to  the 
Avish  of  Great  Britain,  a substitute  for  the  plan  that 
had  been  rejected,  and  to  cary  into  effect  a resolu- 
tion Avhich  had  passed  the  house  of  representatives  of 
the  United  States  upon  this  subject,  at  the  close  of 
the  last  session  of  congress.  I added,  that  it  Avas 
the  sincere  belief  of  my  government,  rendering,  at 
the  same  time,  full  justice  to  all  the  past  efforts  of 
Great  Britain  in  the  cause  of  abolition,  that,  if  she 
could  see  her  way  to  the  acceptance  of  the  plan  loav 
offered,  combining,  as  it  did,  the  great  principle  of 
denouncing  the  slaAre  trade  as  piracy,  with  a system 
of  international  co-operation  for  its  suppression,  the 
evil  would  be  more  effectually  extirpated,  and,  at  a 
day  not  distant,  than  by  any  other  modes  than  had 
heretofore  been  devised.  The  British  plenipotentia- 
ries replied,  that  they  Avould  give  it  a candid  exami- 
nation, esteeming  themselves  fortunate,  considering 
the  great  moral  interests  at  stake,  and  which  both  na- 
tions had  alike  at  heart,  if  they  could  reconcile  its 
acceptance  with  the  opinions  and  convictions  which 
had  hitherto  guided  the  conduct  of  their  government 
on  this  subject.  They  gave  their  unhesitating  assent 
to  the  principle  of  denouncing  the  traffic  as  piracy  by 
the  laAvs  of  Great  Britain,  provided  we  could  arrive 
at  a common  mind  on  all  other  parts  of  the  plan  pro*- 
posed. 

After  they  had  had  the  plan  a proper  time  under 
consideration,  they  expressed  their  fears  that  parts 
of  it  Avould  prove  ineffectual,  unless  Avith  modifi- 
cations and  addilions,  which  they  would  proceed  to 
enumerate.  These  Avere  principally  as  follows: 
They  said  that,  as  soon  as  the  two  powers,  by  their 
mutual  laAvs,  had  rendered  all  participation  in  the 
slave  trade  piracy,  and,  by  a formal  convention, 
agreed  to  unite  their  naval  efforts  for  its  suppression, 
it  might  be  expected  that  the  subjects  and  citizens  of 
each  Avho  meditated  a commission  of  the  oflience, 
Avould  no  longer  venture  to  assume  the  proper  flag  of 
either  country,  but  seek  to  shroud  their  guilt  under  that 
of  some  third  power,  not  yet  a party  to  the  conven- 
tion. British  subjects,  or  American  citizens,  might, 
for  example,  readily  charter  a Danish,  a SAvedish  or  a 
Russian  vessel,  and,  under  cover  of  either  of  these 
flags,  Avith  simulated  papers,  and  other  fraudulent 
contrivances,  pursue  the  traffic,  whilst  the  true 
OAvner  of  the  vessel  remained  in  ignorance  of  the  real 
and  guilty  transaction.  Were  such  transgressors. 
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the  British  plenipotentiaries  asked,-  to  be  screened  j sis,  the  existence  and  knowledge  of  which  was  nd* 
from  all  detection  and  punishment,  though  the  | previously  to  foreclose  the  institution  of  this  or  any 


vessel  should  be  afterwards  restored  ? I answered, 
that  I presumed  not,  and  that  the  words  of  the  second 
article  of  the  projet,  or  for  the  account  of  their  subjects 
or  citizens , were,  as  I supposed,  intended  to  meet  such 
a case,  or  other  similar  attempts  to  get  rid,  by  eva- 
sive pretext,  of  the  penalties  created  by  the  conven- 
tion. They  agreed,  in  ascribing  to  them  this  mean- 
ing, but  thought  that  some  more  distinctive  provision 
would  be  necessary  to  prevent  such  evasions.  They 
further  asked,  suppose  a British  subject,  or  an 
American  citizen,  to  be  taken  whilst  engaged  in  the  { 


other  prosecution,  any  more  than  it  would  the  insti- 
tution of  a suit  in  a court  of  chancery,  or  before  any 
other  judicial  tribunal. 

They  next  drew  my  attention  to  the  fifth  article, 
which  provides  that  no  person  shall  be  taken  out  of 
the  captured  vessel,  a point  that  I had  declared  would 
be  considered  by  my  government  as  indispensable. 
What  then,  they  asked,  might  sometimes  be  the  lot  of 
the  slaves?  Suppose  an  hundred  of  them,  or  even 
more,  on  board  the  captured  vessel,  and  that  vessel, 
perhaps,  a small  one;  suppose  them  all  crowded  to- 


slave  trade,  on  board  of  a vessel  not  belonging  to  j gether  under  such  circumstances  of  cruelty;  that  di 
either  power,  or  navigated  on  account  of  the  sub-  i sease  was  among  them,  and  death  daily  thinning  their 
jects  or  citizens  of  either,  and  brought  into  Great  numbers ; a supposition  not  exaggerated  under  all  the. 
Britain  or  her  dominions,  or  into  the  United  States:  j recoUections  of  this  afflicting  traffic,  but  too  likely  to  be 
ought  he  not  to  be  tried  indiscriminately,  in  either  j often  realized  as  long  as  it  was  continued;  what,  in  such 
country,  since  the  laws  of  each  would,  alike,  brand  a case,  was  to  be  done?  I replied,  that  I did  not,  for 
him  as  a pirate?  This  inquiry,  if  answered  in  the  myself,  understand  the  word  -person  as  applicable,  in 


affirmative,  involving  a conflict  with  one  of  the  pri 
mary  provisions  of  the  plan,  the  British  plenipoten- 
tiaries did  not  press,  but,  on  the  contrary,  willingly 
withdrew  it.  They  proposed,  in  lieu  of  it,  that  the 
subjects  or  citizens  of  either  party,  taken  under 
such  circumstances,  should  be  sent  home  for  trial, 
before  the  tribunals  of  their  own  country;  and,  to 
the  proposition,  as  altered  in  this  essential  particular, 
I said  that  there  would  probably,  be  no  exception 
taken;  for,  it  might  happen,  that  British  subjects, 
thus  offending,  would  be  found  within  the  jurisdic- 
tion of  the  United  States,  and,  if  their  own  citizens 
were  ever  justly  captured  whilst  so  offending,  as  a 
law  of  congress  already  subjected  them,  when  in 
this  predicament,  to  the  doom  of  pirates,  I did  not  an- 
ticipate, from  government,  any  objection  to  their 
being  sent  home,  for  trial,  in  our  own  courts,  under 
Whatever  circumstances,  or  by  whatever  country, 
they  might  be  lawfully  seized. 


this  sense,  to  the  slaves,  but  to  the  crew  of  the  vessel. 
Nor  did  I regard  the  term  cargo,  against  which  a pro- 
hibition of  removal,  alike  indispensable  existed,  as 
descriptive,  under  this  convention,  of  the  slaves.- — 
Hence,  when  the  removal  of  the  latter,  or  of  any  por- 
tion of  them,  should  be  found  obviously  necessary, 
from  imperious  motives  of  humanity,  I saw  no  suffi- 
cient reason  for  questioning  the  propriety  of  allow- 
ing, under  suitable  regulations,  such  removal  to  take 
place. 

As  no  person  belonging  to  the  crew  was  to  be  taken 
out,  the  British  plenipotentiaries,  continuing  their  re- 
marks upon  the  fifth  article,  next  said,  that  a power 
on  the  part  of  the  capturing  ship  to  confine  the  crew 
below,  or  otherwise  restrain  them,  would  be  absolute- 
ly necessary  in  contingencies  to  be  fairly  imagined, 
to  give  full  effect  to  the  principles  which  the  projet 
intended  to  secure.  The  delinquent  vessel,  as  often 
happened,  might  be  powerfully  manned.  These  men  . 


Would  not  serious  or  fatal  embarrassments,  they  rendered  fierce,  not  to  add  desperate,  by  their  voca- 
also  asked,  arise  in  regard  to  evidence,  under  the  1 tion,  and  the  perils  to  which,  by  capture,  they  would 
criminal  prosecution  against  the  crew  of  the  slave  become  exposed,  could  not  wantthe  desire,  and  would 
trading  vessel,  for  the  act  of  piracy,  as  provided  by  naturally  watch  the  opportunity,  of  overcoming  the 
the  eighth  article  of  the  projei?  If  the  libel  against  captors  in  whose  custody  they  were  placed.  Ought 
the  vessel  took  place  first,  as  was  supposed  would  be  j not,  therefore,  the  captors  to  be  furnished  with  ade- 

1 ‘ J quate  means  of  keeping  the  mastery  over  them  until 

the  captured  vessel  was  safely  conveyed  to  her  desti- 
nation? 

Such  were  the  principal  amendments  or  sugges- 
tions which  the  British  plenipotentiaries,  at  an  early 
stage,  put  forward,  and  they  were  discussed  between 
us  in  a temper  frank  and  amicable.  They  declared 
that  they  did  not  offer  them  in  a spirit  of  objection, 
but  under  sincere  wishes  to  secure  for  the  plan,  at 


the  case,  how  could  the  captain  or  crew  be  examined 
on  interrogatories,  since  the  fact  of  the  condemna- 
tion of  the  vessel  would  draw  after  it  their  own  guilt? 

Their  answers,  consequently,  might  bring  them  into 
jeopardy.  I replied,  that  the  commander  or  board- 
ing officer,  and  other  persons  belonging  to  the  cap- 
turing vessel,  being  sent  in  as  witnesses  against  the 
accused  vessel,  might,  perhaps,  under  a convention 
of  a character  like"  the  present,  supercede,  in  some 
degree,  the  necessity  of  examining  the  crew,  as  was  j all  points,  the  recommendations  and  potency  which 
usual  in  admiralty  causes;  but  that,  if  this  would  not  it  must  be  supposed  each  nation  equally  aimed  at  im- 
be  proper,  as  a general  rule,  it  might  hold  good  to  j parting  to  it.  It  was  designed  to  act  upon  a stubborn 
some  extent,  in  cases  where  the  interior  arrange-  i as  well  as  malignant  class  of"  offenders,  whose  cunning 
ments  and  structure  of  the  vessel,  and,  above  all,  the  i was  not  behind  their  depravity,  and  who  had  hitherto 
actual  presence  of  the  slaves,  combined  to  establish  j put  to  scorn  the  efforts  of  good  men  in  all  countries, 
more  unequivocal! v,  to  the  very  eye,  the  iniquity  of  to  check  the  stupendous  enormity  of  their  deeds.— 
The  voyage.  At  all  events,  the  objection,  if  valid, 1 They  concluded  with  saying,  that  they  would  present 
which  was  not  admitted,  could  go  no  further  than  to  I to  my  consideration  a counter  projet  on  the  part  of 
exempt  from  the  criminal  prosecution,  those  of  the  j Great  Britain,  embracing  what  they  deemed  to  be  the 
crew,  supposed  to  be  few  in  number,  who  might  be  j necessary  provisions  upon  the  whole  subject.  I re- 
selected as  witnesses  on  the  part  of  the  state  or  crown,  plied,  that  the  articles  of  the  plan  which  I had  sub- 
leaving the  rest  open  to  all  the  penal  infliction  of  the  mitted,  had  not  been  drawn  up  to  the  exclusion  of 
..invention.  The  British  plenipotentiaries  ultimately  others,  that  Great  Britain  might,  in  turn,  have  to  pro- 
agreed,  that  the  objection  was  unfounded,  on  learning  pose;  nor  were  they  all  to  be  insisted  upon  in  the 
from  their  law  officers,  that,  the  right  of  a witness  shape  in  which  they  first  stood.  There  were,  indeed, 
not  to  answer,  where  a confession  of  guilt  might  be  cardinal  principles  in  them,  that  could,  on  no  account, 
involved,  was  merely  a general  shield  thrown  over  be  departed  from;  but  there  were  others,  as  well  as 
him  to  be  used  or  not,  according  to  circumstances  much  of  detail,  open  to  whatever  alterations  or  addi- 
and  the  opinion  of  the  court,  without  otherwise  af-  tions  both  parties  might  be  able  to  agree  in  thinking 
fsctin<»-  the  action  at  law,  or  public  prosecution,  in  proper  and  useful.  This  was  the  spirit  in  which 
. ie  course  of  which  the  right  might  be  claimed.  It  knew  it  to  be  the  desire  of  my  government  that  the 
, - .c  an  independent  ri°ht,  that  stood  upon  its  own  ba-  i negociation  should  be  conducted. 
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The  essential  principles  of  our  plan,  as  gathered 
from  my  best  attention  to  it,  in  connection  with  your 
instructions,  I considered  it  to  be.  1st.  That  this  na- 
tion was  to  declare  the  slave  trade  piracy  by  act  of 
parliament.  2d.  That  the  captured  vessel  was  to  be 
sent  to  her  own  country  for  trial  before  its  own  tribu- 
nals, and  never  before  those  of  the  capturing  power. 
3d.  that  no  individual,  belonging  to  the  crew,  was 
ever  to  be  taken  out  of  the  accused  vessel.  4th.  That 
the  capturing  officer  should  be  laid  under  the  most  ef- 
fective responsibility  for  his  conduct,  in  all  respects. 
5th.  That  no  merchant  vessel,  under  the  protection, 
or  in  the  presence  of  a ship  of  war  of  her  own  nation, 
was  ever  to  be  visited  by  a ship  of  war  of  the  other 
nation.  I informed  the  British  plenipotentiaries,  un- 
reservedly, that  I could  consent  to  nothing  that  did 
not  give  full  security  to  each  and  all  of  the  above 
principles.  I knew  that  some  of  them  bespoke  a 
great  change  in  pre-existing  principles  and  usages, 
under  the  maratime  code  of  the  world;  but  the 
change  was  not  for  light,  but  high  objects,  and  was 
believed,  by  my  government,  to  be  the  only  means  by 
which  they  could  be  adequately  and  permanently  se- 
cured. 

At  the  fourth  conference,  their  counter  projet 
was  brought  forward.  I was  happy  to  find  that  it  ac- 
ceeded  to  all  the  principles  that  are  above  recapitulat- 
ed, adopting  too,  and  largely,  the  language  in  which 
our  own  articles  had  been  framed.  To  its  first  arti- 
cle, however,  or  rather  to  that  passage  in  it  which  re- 
lates to  convoy,  I took  strong  exception,  owing  to  the 
manner  in  which  it  was  worded,  and  the  import  that 
it  might  bear.  I also  objected  as  strongly  .to  the 
phraseology  of  so  much  of  its  tenth  article  as  pur- 
ported to  save  to  both  parties  all  their  existing  rights; 
upon  both  these  passages;  upon  their  second  article, 
bringing  under  the  cognizance  of  the  convention,  the 
subjects  or  citizens  of  either  power,  surreptitiously 
chartering  the  flag  of  a third  power;  upon  that  part 
of  their  seventh  article,  also,  bringing  within  the  pale 
of  the  convention  the  subjects  or  citizens  of  either 
power,  found  on  board  a slave  trading  vessel  of  a 
third  power,  though  not  chartered  or  owned  by  them: 
and  upon  those  parts  of  their  fourth  article  which 
make  provision  for  restraining  the  crew  of  the  cap- 
tured vessel,  and  removing  the  slaves,  full  discussions 
followed  at  the  fourth,  the  fifth  and  the  sixth  confer- 
ences. More  than  once  I was  not  without  apprehen- 
sions that  the  whole  work  would  fall  through.  More 
than  once  it  rested  upon  a difficult  balance,  awaken- 
ing solicitudes  for  its  fate."  To  their  passage  on  con- 
voy, I objected,  on  full  consideration,  absolutely,  and 
urged  the  re-insertion  of  our  own  article  on  this  sub- 
ject, in  its  very  words,  as  being  simple  and  intelligible, 
and  appropriate.  They  as  strenuously  resisted  its 
rc-insCrtion,  not,  as  they  repeatedly  and  unequivocal- 
ly declared,  from  any  desire  ever  to  exercise  the  pow- 
er which  it  interdicted,  and  which  would,  therefore, 
render  their  re-insertion  superfluous,  but  because 
they  objected  to  the  word  convoy,  and  to  the  whole 
formality  of  our  article,  which  would  be  embarrass- 
ing in  its  comparison  with  the  arrangements  settled 
on  this  point  in  the  treaty  between  Great  Britain  and 
the  Netherlands,  of  May  1818.  Finally,  as  I could  not 
give  up  the  principle,  but  was  not  tenacious  of  the 
word,  I agreed  to  drop  it,  on  having  any  other  words, 
however  few,  that  would  carry  the  principle,  but  not 
more  than  the  principle.  Their  own  words,  viz:  ex- 
cept when  in  the  presence  of  a ship  of  war  of  its  oien  nation , 
would,  I said,  satisfy  me,  provided  all  that  followed 
were  expunged;  and  to  this  they  assented.  To  the 
part  expunged,  I had  many  objections,  and,  amongst 
others,  that  it  approximated  closely  to  the  article  in 
their  treaty  with  the  Netherlands,  if,  indeed,  con- 
structively, it  might  not  have  become  identical  with 
it,  though  the  British  plenipotentiaries  protested 
against  intending  to  give  it  any  such  character  or 


meaning.  It  implied,  also,  I thought,  the  indecorum 
of  presupposing  that  the  naval  officers  of  either  pow 
er  could  be  lax  in  the  execution  of  their  own  duty. 

The  words  of  their  tenth  article,  designed  to  save, 
existing  rights,  I also  struck  out,  declaring  that  those 
which  formed  the  concluding  passage  of  our  own 
ninth  article,  must  be  received  as  a substitute  for 
them.  Why,  I asked,  mention  existing  rights  at  all? 
By  the  universal  rule  of  interpretation,  applicable  to 
treaties,  they  would  remain  unchanged.  The  treaty 
or  convention,  that  we  were  forming,  was  special  in 
its  objects;  special  in  its  powers;  special  in  its  con- 
cessions. All  other  rights,  whatever  they  might  be, 

, on  either  side,  that  did  not  range  within  the  peculiar 
orbit  of  this  convention — as  novel  as  beneficent  in  its 
grand  intention,  were  necessarily  left  just  as  they 
were  before.  But  they  continued  to  insist  upon  the 
exclusion  of  my  words,  and  the  retention  of  their 
own,  until  the  close  of  the  sixth  conference,  when 
they  agreed  to  allow  mine  to  stand,  and  to  abandon 
theirs  in  the  parts  from  which  I did  not  feel  authoriz- 
ed to  withdraw  my  opposition.  The  last  member  of 
the  sentence  upon  this  point,  in  the  article  as  it  now 
stands  in  the  convention,  viz:  nor  be  taken  to  affect  in 
any  other  ic  ay,  the  existing  rights  of  either  of  the  high  con- 
tracting parties,  is  that  with  which,  in  the  end,  they 
became  satisfied.  It  will  be  seen  how  essentially  it 
varies  from  the  parallel  passage  as  first  submitted  ia 
their  counter  project. 

To  the  sending  home  of  our  citizens  for  trial,  if 
taken  in  the  act  of  piracy,  under  the  flag  of  a third 
power,  as  provided  in  their  seventh  article,  I object- 
ed on  more  consideration,  as  not  likely  to  bring  with 
it  the  due  practical  reciprocity,  when  the  convention 
went  into  operation.  Great  Britain  had  the  right, 
under  existing  treaties,  to  seize  the  slave  trading  ves- 
sels of  Portugal,  of  Spain,  and  of  the  Netherlands; 
whereas  the  United  States,  as  yet,  had  no  such  co- 
relative right.  But  the  British  plenipotentiaries  ear- 
nestly pressed  its  adoption,  with  a view  to  the  more 
full  attainment  of  all  the  objects  of  the  convention 
now  and  hereafter.  In  the  face  of  our  own  act  of 
the  15th  of  May,  1820,  which  already  subjects  to 
death,  as  a pirate,  any  citizen  of  the  United  States, 
convicted  of  being  of  the  crew,  or  ship’s  company,  of 
any  foreign  vessel  engaged  in  the  slave  trade;  in  the 
face,  too,  of  the  general  rule  of  public  law,  which  has 
heretofore  authorized  the  punishment  of  pirates,  by 
the  courts  of  whatever  nation  they  maybe  brought  be- 
fore, I did  not  feel  called  upon  to  persist  in  my  oppo- 
sition. I could  scarcely  continue  to  urge  as  very  ob- 
jectionable, the  being  furnished  with  the  means, 
(should  the  occasion  arise),  of  executing  our  own 
laws  upon  our  own  citizens,  by  whomsoever  they 
might  be  detected  and  secured,  whilst  in  the  act  of 
violating  them.  The  British  plenipotentiaries,  more- 
over, remarked,  that  the  whole  convention  exhibited 
a preponderance  of  concession  on  the  side  of  Great 
Britain,  in  accommodation  to  the  principles  and  views 
of  the  United  States.  At  our  instance,  she  was  about, 
by  a new  statute  of  her  realm,  to  make  the  slave 
trade  piracy;  at  our  instance  she  agreed  that  the  cap- 
tured vessel  and  crew  should  be  sent  to  their  own 
country  for  trial,  a course  also  new  to  all  her  past 
maritime  doctrines  and  experience;  and,  as  regard- 
ed all  the  incidental  consequences  flowing  from  these 
two  fundamental  concessions,  she  still,  at  our  instance, 
gave  up,  or  modified,  many  of  her  former  national 
and  jurisprudential  practices  and  predilections.  They 
said,  too,  that  the  preponderance  of  burden,  under 
the  convention,  would  lie  with  Great  Britain,  both  in 
the  great  number  of  public  ships  that  she  would  em- 
ploy in  the  suppression  of  the  traffic,  and  in  the  fact 
of  the  United  States  not  having  colonial  dependen- 
cies, as  Britain  had,  to  serve  as  ready  depots  for  those 
detected  in  it.  I was  far  from  lending  my  concur- 
rence to  these  sentiment,  which  were  to  be  taken 
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with  llieir  just  qualifications.  The  occasion,  I re- 
marked, was  one  where,  instead  of  each  nation  push- 
ing adverse  rights,  or  striving  for  superior  advantages, 
it  ought  rather  to  be  considered  that  each  was  equally 
and  spontaneously  surrendering  up  a portion  of  its 
anterior  system:  each  moving  under  one  and  the  same 
impulse,  towards  one  and  the  same  object;  each  pro- 
posing to  itself  no  other  interest  than  those  of  benevo- 
lence and  justice;  no  other  gain,  (yet  how  great  the 
gain!)  than  that  of  protecting  the  innocent,  and  lay- 
ing prostrate  the  guiity.  It  was  a n ego  elation  with 
this  distinguishing  feature,  that  it  looked  exclusively  to 
the  benefit  of  a third  party,  assuming  reciprocal  du- 
ties and  burdens  for  its  saae,  and  flinging  aside,  as 
alien  to  the  benign  spirit  in  which  it  was  conceived 
and  undertaken,  every  selfish  end  or  feeling.  To  the 
obligations  no  less  elevated  than  interesting,  that 
sprung  from  such  a negociation,  it  was  believed  that 
neither  party  was  insensible,  and  that  both  stood 
alike  anxious  to  hail  its  favorable  results.  In  men- 
tioning the  sentiments  which  the  British  plenipoten- 
tiaries expressed,  it  must  not  be  understood  that  i re- 
port them  as  having  been  uttered  in  complaint;  and 
it  would  be  an  omission  inexcusable  in  me,  were  1 
not  to  add,  that  they  cordially  and  zealously  respond- 
ed to  the  enlarged  and  animating  objects  of  the  inter- 
national compact  which  we  were  endeavoring  to  ad- 
just. 

To  their  second  article,  bringing  under  the  penal- 
ties of  the  compact  the  subject  or  citizens  of  either 
power,  chartering  the  vessel  of  a third  power  for  the 
purpose  of  carrying  on  the  trade,  I assented,  believing 
that  it  did  no  more  than  effectuate  the  intention  of  our 
own  second  article,  under  words  more  full.  To  the 
provision  in  their  fourth  article,  giving  a power  for 
laying  the  crew  of  the  captured  vessel  under  such  re- 
straints as  might  become  indispensable  for  their  de- 
tention and  safe  delivery,  I also  consented;  varying 
its  language  to  such  as  it  will  now  be  seen  in  the  con- 
vention. I considered,  in  fact,  such  a power  as  only 
analagous,  under  one  view,  to  that  which  is  familiar 
to  all  jurisprudence,  of  securing  an  accused  party-  be- 
tween the  time  of  arrest  and  of  trial,  and  as  doubly 
called  for  in  this  instance,  in  that  it  went  to  the  ne- 
cessary safeguard  and  protection  of  those  who  were 
constituted,  by  the  convention,  its  incipient  ministers 
of  justice.  With  a like  variation  in  the  language,  I 
consented  to  the  passage,  in  the  same  article,  which 
gives  power  for  removing  the  slaves.  The  preserva- 
tion of  their  lives,  or  other  urgent  motives  of  huma- 
nity, is  made  the  condition  of  their  removal,  and  a 
stipulation  is  superadded  that  they  arc  to  be  accounted 
for  to  the  government  of  the  country  to  which  the 
captured  vessel  belongs,  and  be  disposed  of  according 
to  its  laws. 

I have  thus  indicated  all  the  changes  appearing  to 
me  to  be  important  between  the  projet  which  you 
committed  to  me,  and  the  convention  as  it  has  been 
signed.  A few  other  deviations,  verbal,  or  in  arrang- 
ment,  will  be  perceived,  but  have  not  struck  me  as 
sufficiently  material  to  call  for  particular  notice  or 
elucidation.  The  less  so  as  I write  under  the  pres- 
sure of  other  duties,  arising  out  of  the  general  negocia- 
tion, and  with  a desire  to  secure  for  the  convention 
as  early  an  arival  at  Washington  as  possible;  consi- 
derations which,  I trust,  will  account  for,  and  excuse, 
my  omitting  to  trace,  by  minute  marginal  parallels, 
the  whole  of  the  alterations  superinduced  upon  the 
counter  projet  before  the  work  was  terminated.  It  is 
only  left  for  me  to  hope  that  this  despatch,  with  its 
enclosures,  will  reuder  the  progress  of  the  negocia- 
tion intelligible.  It  may  be  needless  in  me  to  say,  that 
I have  done  all  in  my  power  to  make  the  result  satis- 
factory. The  motive  for  using  all  practicable  expedi- 
tion in  making  up  my  despatch  is,  that,  should  the 
convention  be  approved  by  the  president,  the  option 
may  not  be  lost  of  submitting  it  to  the  consideration 


of  the  senate  before  the  present  session  of  congress 
reaches  its  close.  Should  it,  looked  at  as  a whole, 
meet  acceptance  in  the  eyes  of  my  government,  and 
become,  happily,  the  era  of  a new  and  saving  spirt 
introduced  into  the  laws  of  nations  for  the  relief  of 
Africa,  her  redeemed  and  grateful  children  will  have 
cause  to  pour  out  the  fervent  thanksgiving  of  their 
hearts  towards  those  Christian  powers  that  have,  at 
j length,  been  enabled,  and  rejoice  that  they  have 
i been  enabled,  to  arrest  the  portentous  desolation  that, 
for  long  ages,  has  swept  over  their  land,  filling  it 
, with  the  concentration  of  every  human  woe.  Then, 
at  last,  may  we  all  hope,  and  not  it  vain,  to  see  their 
tears  dried  up,  their  sufferings  turned  to  joy,  their 
groans  to  songs  of  benediction 

: The  enclosures  of  this  despatch  are,  1st.  Convention. 

. 2d.  The  British  counter-projet,  market  C.  3d.  Copies 
of  the  first,  second,  fourth,  fifth,  sixth  and  seventh  pro* 
I tocols.  I havB  ventured  to  omit  sending  a copy  of  our 
I own  projet  marked  B.  it  having  been  submitted  in 
i the  precise  state  in  which  I had  it  from  you.  Nor  do 
! i employ  a special  messenger  for  conveying  thecon- 
i vention,  not  having  done  so  when  I forwarded  the 
! treaty  of  1818,  a course  that  was  not  disapproved,  I 
' shall  now,  as  then,  commit  it  to  the  care  of  our  consul 
at  Liverpool,  with  a request  that  he  will  get  it  on 
shipboard  with  all  speed,  and  under  the  best  auspices 
; he  can  command. 

i I hav  e the  honor  to  remain,  with  very  great  respect, 
i your  obedient  servant,  RICHARD  RUSH. 

I Hon.  John  Q,cixct  Adams,  secretary  of  state. 

THE  CONVENTION. 

The  United  States  of  America,  and  his  majesty  the 
king  of  the  united  kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and  Ire- 
I land,  being  desirous  to  co-operate  for  the  complete 
| suppression  of  the  African  slave  trade,  by  making 
1 the  law  of  piracy,  as  applied  to  that  traffic  under  the 
] statutes  of  their  respective  legislatures,  immediately 
: and  reciprocally  operative  on  the  vessels  and  subjects 
j or  citizens,  of  each  other,  have  respectively  appoict- 
| ed  their  plenipotentiaries  to  negociate  and  conclude 
1 a convention  for  that  purpose,  that  is  to  say:  on  the 
part  of  the  United  States  of  America,  Richard  Rush, 
envoy  extraordinary  and  minister  plenipotentiary 
from  those  states  to  the  court  of  his  majesty;  and,  on 
the  part  of  his  Britannic  majesty,  the  right  honorable 
j William  Huskisson,  a member  of  his  majesty’s  most 
j honorable  privy  council,  president  of  the  committee 
| of  privy  council  for  affair’s  of  trade  and  foreign  plan- 
i tations,  treasurer  of  his  majesty’s  navy,  and  a mem- 
jber  of  the  parliament  of  the  united  kingdom;  and  the 
j right  honorable  Stratford  Canning,  a member  of  his 
I majesty’s  most  honorable  privy  council,  and  his  en- 
J voy  extraordinary  and  minister  plenipotentiary  to  the 
; United  States  of  America;  which  plenipotentiaries, 
; after  duly  communicating  to  each  other  their  respec- 
i live  full  powers,  found  to  be  in  proper  form,  have 
agreed  upon,  and  concluded,  the  following  articles — 
Article  I. 

The  commanders  and  commissioned  officers  of  each 
of  the  two  high  contracting  parties,  duly  authorized, 
i under  the  regulations  and  instructions  of  their  respec- 
tive governments,  to  cruise  on  the  coasts  of  Africa, 
j of  America  and  of  the  West  Indies,  for  the  suppres- 
' sion  of  the  slave  trade,  shall  be  empowered,  under 
; tne  conditions,  limitations  and  restrictions,  hereinaf- 
ter specified,  to  detaiD,  examine,  capture  and  deliver 
; over  for  trial  and  adjudication,  by  some  competent 
j tribunal  of  whichever  of  the  two  countries  it  shall 
| be  found,  on  examination,  to  belong  to,  any  ship  or 
j vessel  concerned  in  the  illicit  traffic  of  slaves,  and 
j carrying  the  flag  of  the  other,  or  owned  by  any  sub- 
jects or  citizens  of  either  of  the  two  contracting  par- 
j ties,  except  when  in  the  presence  of  a ship  of  war 
I of  its  own  nation:  and,  it  is  further  agreed,  that  any 
| such  ship  or  vessel,  so  captured,  shall  be  either  car- 


:s  ILLS’  REGISTER— JUNE  5,  IS 24— THE  SLAVE  TRADE. 


Tied,  or  sent  by  the  capturing  officer,  to  some  port  of 
tiie  country  to  which  it  belongs,  and  there  given  up 
to  the  competent  authorities,  or  be  delivered  up  for 
the  same  purpose  to  any  duly  commissioned  officer  of 
the  other  party ; it  being  the  intention  of  the  high  con- 
tracting powers,  that  any  ship  or  vessel  within  the 
purview  of  this  convention,  and  seized  on  that  ac- 
count, shall  be  tried  and  adjudged  by  the  tribunals  of 
the  captured  party,  and  not  by  those  of  the  captor. 

Article.  II. 

In  the  case  of  any  ship  or  vessel  detained  under 
this  convention,  by  the  cruisers  of  either  of  the  two 
contracting  parties,  on  suspicion  of  carrying  on  the 
slave  trade,  being  found  on  due  examination  by  the 
boarding  officer  to  be  chartered  on  account  of  any 
of  the  subjects  or  citizens  of  the  other  party,  al- 
though not  actually  bearing  the  flag  of  that  party,  nor 
owned  by  the  individuals  on  whose  account  she  is 
chartered,  or  by  any  other  citizens  or  subjects  of  the 
same  nation,  it  is  hereby  agreed,  that,  in  such  case 
also,  upon  the  delivery  of  the  said  vessel  to  the  tribu- 
nals of  that  country,  to  which  the  persons  on  whose 
account  she  is  chartered  belong,  the  vessel,  cargo 
and  crew,  shall  be  proceeded  against  in  like  manner 
as  any  other  vessel,  cargo  and  crew,  within  the  pur- 
view of  this  convention,  in  so  far  as  the  general  prac- 
tice under  the  law  of  nations  will  allow. 

Article.  III. 

Whenever  any  naval  commander,  or  commission- 
ed officer,  of  either  of  the  two  contracting  powers, 
shall,  on  the  high  seas,  or  any  where  not  within  the 
exclusive  jurisdiction  of  either  party,  board,  or  cause 
to  be  boarded,  any  merchant  vessel  bearing  the  flag 
of  the  other  power,  and  visit  the  same  as  a slave 
trader,  or  on  suspicion  of  her  being  concerned  in  the 
slave  trade;  in  every  such  case,  whether  the  vessel  so 
visited  shall,  or  shall  not  be  captured  and  delivered 
over,  or  sent  into  the  ports  of  her  own  country  for 
taial  and  adjudication,  the  boarding  officer  shall  deli- 
ver to  the  master  or  commander  of  the  visited  vessel,  a 
certificate,  in  writing,  signed  by  the  said  boarding  offi- 
cer, and  specifying  his  rank  in  the  navy  of  his  country, 
'ogetherwith  the  names  of  the  commanders  by  whose 
orders  he  is  acting,  and  of  the  national  vessel  com- 
manded by"  him;  and  the  said  certificate  shall  fur- 
ther  contain  a declaration,  purporting  that  the  only 
object  of  the  visit  is  to  ascertain  whether  the  mer- 
chant vessel  in  question  is  engaged  in  the  slave  trade 
or  not;  and,  if  found  to  be  so  engaged,  to  take  and 
deliver  her  to  the  officers  or  tribunals  of  her  own 
country,  being  that  of  one  of  the  two  contracting  par- 
lies,  for  trial  and  adjudication. 

In  all  such  cases,  the  commander  of  the  national 
vessel,  whether  belonging  to  Great  Britain  or  to  the 
United  States,  shall,  when  he  makes  delivery  of  his 
capture,  either  to  the  officers  or  to  the  tribunals  of 
‘.he  other  power,  deliver  all  the  papers  found  on 
board  the  captured  vessel,  indicating  her  national 
character,  and  the  objects  of  her  voyage,  and,  to- 
gether with  them,  a certificate,  as  above,  of  the  visit, 
signed  with  his  name,  and  specifying  the  rank  in  the 
navy  of  his  country,  as  well  as  the  name  of  the  vessel 
commanded  by  him,  together  with  the  name  and  pro- 
fessional rank  of  the  boarding  officer  by  whom  the 
said  visit  has  been  made. 

This  certificate  shall  also  contain  a list  of  all  the 
papers  received  from  the  master  of  the  vessel  de- 
tained or  visited,  as  well  as  those  found  on  board  the 
said  vessel:  it  shall  also  contain  an  exact  description 
of  the  state  in  which  the  vessel  was  found  when  de- 
tained, and  a statement  of  the  changes,  if  any,  which 
have  taken  place  in  it,  and  of  the  number  of  slaves,  if 
any,  found  on  board  at  the  moment  of  the  deten- 
tion. 

Article.  IV. 

Whenever  any  merchant  vessel  of  either  nation 
shall  be  visited,  under  this  convention,  on  suspicion 


of  such  vessel  being  engaged  in  the  slave  trade,  no 
search  shall,  in  any  such  case,  be  made  on  board  the 
said  vessel,  except  what  is  necessary  for  ascertaining, 
by  due  and  sufficient  proofs,  whether  she  is,  or  is 
not  engaged  in  that  illicit  traffic.  No  person  shall  be 
taken  out  of  the  vessel  so  visited,  (though  such  rea- 
sonable restraints  as  may  be  indispensable  for  the  de- 
tention and  safe  delivery  of  the  vessel,  may  be  used 
against  the  crew  by  the  commanding  officer  of  the 
visiting  vessel,  or  under  his  orders);  nor  shall  any 
part  of  the  cargo  of  the  visited  vessel  be  taken  out 
of  her,  till  after  her  delivery  to  the  officers  of  the 
tribunals  of  her  own  nation ; excepting  only,  when  the 
removal  of  all,  or  a part  of  the  slaves,  if  any,  found 
on  board  of  the  visited  vessel,  shall  be  indispensable, 
either  for  the  preservation  of  their  lives,  or  from  any 
other  urgent  consideration  of  humanity,  or  for  the 
safety  of  the  person  charged  with  the  navigation  of 
the  said  vessel  after  her  capture.  And  any  of  the 
slaves,  so  removed,  shall  be  duly  accounted  for  to  the 
government  of  that  country,  to  which  the  visited  ves- 
sel belongs,  and  shall  be  disposed  of  according  to  the 
laws  of  the  country  into  which  they  are  carried;  the 
regular  bounty,  or  head-money,  allowed  by  law,  be- 
ing, in  each  instance,  secured  to  the  captors,  for 
their  use  and  benefit,  by  the  receiving  government. 

Article.  V. 

Whenever  any  merchant  vessel,  of  either  nation, 
shall  be  captured,  under  this  convention,  it  shall  be 
the  duty  of  the  commander  of  any  ship  belonging  to 
the  public  service  of  the  other,  charged  with  the  in- 
structions of  his  government  for  carrying  into  execu- 
tion the  provisions  of  this  convention,  at  the  requisi- 
tion of  the  commander  of  the  capturing  vessel,  to  re- 
ceive into  his  custody  the  vessel  so  captured,  and  to 
carry  or  send  the  same  for  trial  and  adjudication  into 
some  port  of  his  own  country,  or  to  its  dependencies. 
In  every  such  case,  at  the  time  of  the  delivery  of  the 
vessel,  an  authentic  declaration  shall  be  drawn  up  in 
triplicate,  and  signed  by  the  commanders,  both  of  the 
delivering  and  receiving  vessels:  one  copy  signed  by 
both  to  be  kept  by  each  of  them,  stating  the  circum- 
stances of  the  delivery,  the  condition  of  the  captured 
vessel  at  the  time  of  delivery,  including  the  names  of 
her  master  or  commander,  and  of  every  other  person, 
not  a slave,  on  board  at  that  time,  and  exhibiting  the 
number  of  the  slaves,  if  any,  then  on  board  her,  and 
a list  of  all  the  papers  received  or  found  on  board  at 
the  time  of  capture,  and  delivered  over  with  her.  The 
third  copy  of  the  said  declaration  shall  be  left  in  the 
captured  vessel,  with  the  papers  found  on  board,  to 
be  produced  before  the  tribunal  charged  with  the  ad- 
judication of  the  capture. 

And  the  commander  of  the  capturing  vessel  shall  be 
authorized  to  send  any  one  of  the  officers  under  his 
command,  and  one  or  two  of  his  crew,  with  the  cap- 
tured vessel,  to  appear  before  the  competent  tribunal, 
as  witnesses  of  the  facts  regarding  her  detention  and 
capture;  the  reasonable  expenses  of  which  witnesses, 
in  proceeding  to  the  place  of  trial,  during  their  de- 
tention there,  and  for  their  return  to  their  own 
country,  or  to  their  station  in  its  service,  shall  be  al- 
lowed by  the  court  of  adjudication,  and  defrayed,  in 
the  event  of  the  vessel  being  condemned,  out  of  the 
proceeds  of  its  sale;  in  case  of  the  acquittal  of  the 
vessel,  the  expenses,  as  above  specified,  cf  these  wit- 
nesses, shall  be  defrayed  by  the  government  of  the 
capturing  officer. 

Article  VI. 

Whenever  any  capture  shall  be  made,  under  this 
convention,  by  the  officers  of  either  of  the  contract- 
ing parties,  and  no  national  vessel  of  that  country  to 
which  the  captured  vessel  belongs  in  cruising  on  the 
same  station  Avhcre  the  capture  takes  place,  the  com- 
mander of  the  capturing  vessel  shall,  in  such  case, 
either  carry  oi*  send  his  prize  to  some  convenient 
port  of  its  own  country,  or  of  any  of  its  denenden- 
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cies,  where  a court  of  vice  admiralty  has  jurisdic- 
tion, and  there  give  it  up  to  competent  authorities, 
for  trial  and  adjudication. 

The  captured  vessel  shall  then  be  libelled  accord- 
ing to  the  practice  of  the  court  taking  cognizance  of 
the  case;  and,  if  condemned,  the  proceeds  of  the  sale 
thereof,  and  its  cargo,  if  also  condemned,  shall  be 
paid  to  the  commander  of  the  capturing  vessel,  for 
the  benefit  of  the  captors,  to  be  distributed  among 
them,  according  to  the  rules  of  their  service  respect- 
ing prize  money. 

Article  VII. 

The  commander  and  crew  of  any  vessel,  captured 
under  this  convention,  and  sent  in  for  trial,  shall  be 
proceeded  against,  conformably  to  the  laws  of  the 
country  whereinto  they  shall  be  brought,  as  pirates, 
engaged  in  the  African  slave  trade;  and  it  is  further 
agreed,  that  any  individual,  being  a citizen  or  sub- 
ject of  either  of  the  two  contracting  parties,  who 
shall  be  found  on  board  any  vessel  not  carrying  the 
flag  of  the  other  party,  nor  belonging  to  the  subjects 
or  citizens  of  either,  but  engaged  in  the  illicit  traffic 
of  slaves,  and  lawfully  seized  on  that  account  by  the 
cruisers  of  the  other  party,  or  condemned,  under 
circumstances  which,  by  involving  such  individual  in 
the  guilt  of  slave  trading,  would  subject  him  to  the 
penalties  of  piracy,  he  shall  be  sent  for  trial  before 
the  competent  court  in  the  country  to  which  he  be- 
longs, and  the  reasonable  expenses  of  any  witnesses, 
belonging  to  the  capturing  vessel,  in  proceeding  to 
the  place  of  trial,  during  their  detention  there,  and 
for  their  return  to  their  own  country,  or  to  their  sta- 
tion in  its  service,  shall,  in  every  such  case,  be  al- 
lowed by  the  court,  and  defrayed  by  the  country  in 
which  the  trial  takes  place;  but  every  witness  be- 
longing to  the  capturing  vessel,  shall,  upon  the  crimi- 
nal trial  for  piracy,  be  liable  to  be  challenged  by  the 
accused  person,  and  set  aside  as  incompetent,  unless 
he  shall  release  his  claim  to  any  part  of  the  prize 
money,  upon  the  condemnation  of  the  vessel  and  car- 
go. 

Article  \ III. 

The  right  reciprocally  conceded  by  the  two  con- 
tracting powers,  of  visiting,  capturing,  and  delivering 
over  for  trial,  the  merchant  vessels  of  the  other,  en- 
gaged in  the  traffic  of  slaves,  shall  be  exercised  only 
by  such  commissioned  officers  of  their  respective 
navies  as  shall  be  furnished  with  instructions  for  ex- 
ecuting the  laws  of  their  respective  countries  against 
the  slave  trade. 

For  every  vexatious  and  abusive  exercise  of  this 
right,  the  boarding  officer  and  the  commander  of  the 
capturing  or  searching  vessel,  shall,  in  each  case, 
be.  personally  liable,  in  costs  and  damages,  to  the 
master  and  owners  of  any  merchant  vessel  delivered 
over,  detained,  or  visited  by  them,  under  the  provi- 
sions of  this  convention. 

Whatever  court  of  admiralty  shall  have  cognizance 
of  the  cause,  as  regards  the  captured  vessel,  in  each 
case  the  same  court  shall  be  competent  to  hear  the 
complaint  of  the  master,  or  owners,  or  of  any  person  or 
persons,  on  board  the  said  vessel,  or  interested  in  the 
property  of  her  cargo,  at  the  time  of  her  detention; 
and,  on  due  and  sufficient  proof  beinggivento  the  court 
of  any  vexation  and  abuse  having  been  practised  dur- 
ing the  search  or  detention  of  the  said  vessel,  con- 
trary to  the  provisions  and  meaning  of  this  conven- 
tion, to  award  reasonable  costs  and  damages  to  the 
sufferers,  to  be  paid  by  the  commanding  or  boarding 
officer  convicted  of  such  misconduct. 

The  government  of  the  party,  thus  cast  in  damages 
and  costs,  shall  cause  the  amount  of  the  same  to  be 
paid,  in  each  instance,  agreeably  to  the  judgment  of 
ihe  court,  within  twelve  months  from  the  date 
thereof. 


In  case  of  any  such  vexation  and  abuse  occurring 
in  the  detention  or  search  of  a vessel  detained,  un- 
der this  convention,  and  not  afterwards  delivered 
over  for  trial,  the  persons  aggrieved,  being  such  as 
are  specified  above,  or  any  of  them,  shall  be  heard 
by  any  court  of  admiralty  of  the  country  of  the  cap- 
tors,  before  which  they  make  complaint  thereof,  and 
the  commander  and  boarding  officer  of  the  detaining 
vessel,  shall,  in  such  instance,  be  liable,  as  above,  in 
costs  and  damages  to  the  complainants,  according  to 
the  judgment  of  the  court,  and  their  government  shall 
equally  cause  payment  of  the  same  to  be  made,  with- 
in twelve  months  from  the  time  when  such  judgment 
shall  have  been  pronounced. 

Article  IX. 

Copies  of  this  convention,  and  of  the  laws  of  both 
countries,  actually  in  force,  for  the  prohibition  and 
suppression  of  the  African  slave  trade,  shall  be  fur- 
nished to  every  commander  of  the  national  vessels 
of  either  party,  charged  with  the  execution  of  those 
laws;  and,  in  case  any  such  commanding  officer  shall 
be  accused,  by  either  of  the  two  governments,  of  hav- 
ing deviated,  in  any  respect,  from  the  provisions  of 
this  convention,  and  the  instructions  of  his  own  go- 
vernment in  conformity  thereto,  the  government  to 
which  such  complaint  shall  be  addressed,  agrees, 
hereby,  to  make  inquiry  into  the  circumstances  of  the 
case,  and  to  inflict  on  the  officer  complained  of,  in 
the  event  of  his  appearing  to  deserve  it,  a punishment 
adequate  to  his  transgression. 

Article  X. 

The  high  contracting  parties  declare,  that  the  right 
which,  in  the  foregoing  articles,  they  have  each  re- 
ciprocally conceded,  of  detaining,  visiting,  capturing, 
and  delivering  over  for  trial,  the  merchant  vessels  of 
the  other,  engaged  in  the  African  slave  trade,  is 
wholly  and  exclusively  grounded  on  the  considera- 
tion of  their  having  made  that  traffic  piracy,  by  their 
respective  laws;  and,  further,  that  the  reciprocal 
concession  of  the  said  right,  as.guarded,  limited,  and 
regulated  by  this  convention,  shall  not  be  so  constru- 
ed as  to  authorize  the  detention  or  search  of  the  mer- 
chant vessels  of  either  nation  by  the  officers  of  the 
navy  of  the  other,  except  vessels  engaged,  or  sus- 
pected of  being  engaged,  in  the  African  slave  trade; 
or  for  any  other  purpose,  whatever,  than  that  of  seiz- 
ing and  delivering  up  the  persons  and  vessels  con- 
cerned in  that  traffic,  for  trial  and  adjudication,  by 
the  tribunals  and  laws  of  their  own  country;  nor  be 
taken  to  affect,  in  any  other  way,  the  existing  rights 
of  either  of  the  high  contracting  parties. 

And  they  do,  also,  hereby  agree  and  engage  to  use 
their  influence,  respectively,  with  other  maritime  and 
civilized  powers,  to  the  end  that  the  African  slave 
trade  may  be  declared  to  be  piracy  under  the  law  of 
nations. 

Article  XI. 

The  present  convention,  consisting  of  eleven  ar- 
ticles, shall  be  ratified,  and  the  ratifications  exchanged 
at  London,  within  the  term  of  twelve  months,  or  as 
much  sooner  as  possible. 

In  witness  whereof,  the  respective  plenipotentia- 
ries have  signed  the  same,  and  have  affixed  thereun- 
to the  seals  of  their  arms. 

Done  at  London,  the  thirteenth  day  of  March,  in 
the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
twenty-four. 

RICHARD  RUSH,  [L.  S.J 

W.  HUSKISSON,  [L.  S.j 

STRATFORD  CANNING,  [L.  S.J 

[The  counter-projet  of  the  British  commissioners 
occupies  some  space,  and  does  not  appear  to  be  ne- 
cessary to  be  published,  with  a view  to  understand 
the  proceedings  on  the  treaty.] 

[To  be  concluded  in  our  next.] 
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iCPTlie  chief  things  that  belong  to  the  late  con- 
vention with  Great  Britain,  for  the  suppression  of  the 
slave  trade,  are  now  given — hut  we  observe  that  the 
^National  Journal  extra,”  (with  a copy  of  which  we 
Jlave  been  favored,  in  anticipation,  by  the  politeness 
of  the  editor,  Mr.  Force),  contains,  among  other  pa- 
pers, the  very  able  correspondence  between  Messrs. 
Adams  and  Canning  on  the  subject  of  what  is  called 
'he  right  of  search,  in  which  the  former  maintained 
the  American  ground  with  his  usualpower.  We  shall, 
at  least,  make  sufficient  selections  from  the  communi- 
cations before  us  to  afford  a complete  view  of  the 
merits  of  the  matter. 

[lUtli  Mr.  Rush's  Ao.  2,  of  March  15,  1824.] 

Protocol  of  the  first  conference  of  the  American 
and  British  plenipotentiaries,  held  at  the  board  of 
frade,  on  the  23d  of  Jan.  1824. 

Present — Mr.  Rush,  Mr.  Huskisson,  Mr.  Stratford 
Canning. 

It  was  agreed,  after  the  communication  and  ex- 
change of  the  respective  full  powers,  that  the  nego- 
tiation should  be  carried  on  by  conference  and  pro- 
tocol, with  the  right,  on  both  sides,  of  annexing  to  the 
protocol,  any  written  statement  which  either  party 
•might  consider  as  necessary,  as  matter  either  of  re- 
cord or  of  explanation. 

It  was  further  agreed,  that  the  slave  trade  should 
fee  made  the  first  subject  of  discussion;  and  that  any 
articles  on  that  head,  which  the  parties  might  agree 
in  drawing  up,  should  be  formed  into  a separate  con- 
vention, to  be  submitted  for  ratification  to  the  re- 
spective governments,  immediately  on  its  conclusion, 
and  without  reference  to  the  state  of  the  negociation 
on  other  matters. 

The  British  plenipotentiaries  intimated  their  ex- 
pectation to  receive  from  Mr.  Rush,  in  the  first  in- 
stance, a full  communication  of  the  proposals  intend- 
ed to  be  brought  forward  successively,  by  his  govern- 
ment, under  the  heads  of  the  several  questions  for 
the  adjustment  of  which  the  negociation  had  been 
opened,  in  conformity  with  the  annexed  memoran- 
dum, previously  communicated  by  him,  [marked  A.] 

In  pursuance  ef  this  intimation,  Mr.  Rush,  after 
some  introductory  remarks,  explanatory  of  the  views 
®f  his  government  upon  this  subject,  communicated, 
ni  extenso,  the  projet  of  a convention  for  affecting  a 
system  of  co-operation  between  the  United  States 
and  Great  Britain,  with  a view  to  the  complete  sup- 
pression of  the  slave  trade. 

The  British  plenipotentiaries,  in  receiving  this  pro- 
jet, observed,  that  they  could  not  be  expected  to  ex- 
press any  opinion  as  to  its  admissibility,  either  iD 
whole  or  in  part,  on  a first  perusal;  to  which  obser- 
vation the  American  plenipotentiary  assented,  and  it 
was  agreed,  that  the  next  conference  should  take 
place  on  Monday,  the  2d  of  Feb. 

RICHARD  RUSH, 

W.  HUSKISSON, 
STRATFORD  CANNING. 

A. 

Memorandum  referred  to  in  the  first  conference. 

1.  Commercial  intercourse  between  the  United 
States  and  the  colonial  possessions  of  Great  Britain 
In  ^America  :and  the  West  Indies;  and  the  claim  of 
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the  United  States  to  the  navigation  of  the  river  St. 
Lawrence. 

2.  Suppression  of  the  slave  trade. 

3.  Boundary  line  under  the  fifth  article  of  the  treaty 
of  Ghent. 

4.  Admission  of  consuls  of  the  United  States  in  the 
| colonial  ports  of  Great  Britain. 

5.  Newfoundland  fishery. 

6.  Ukase  of  his  imperial  majesty,  the  emperor  of 
Russia,  of  September,  1821,  with  a view  to  an  adjust- 
ment of  the  boundaries  between  the  United  States  and 
Great  Britain,  on  the  north  w’est  coast  of  America. 

_ 7.  Questions  of  maritime  law  heretofore  in  discus- 
sion between  the  two  nations;  and,  also,  that  of  abol- 
ishing privateering  as  between  them. 

Protocol  of  the  second  conference  of  the  American 
and  British  plenipotentiaries,  assembled  at  the  board 
of  trade,  on  the  2d  of  February,  18 -24. 

Present — Mr.  Rush,  Mr.  Huskisson,  Mr.  Stratford 
Canning. 

The  protocol  of  the  preceding  conference  was  read 
over  and  signed. 

The  British  plenipotentiaries  stated,  that,  after  ma- 
ture consideration  of  the  projet  given  in  by  Mr.  Rush 
at  the  former  conference,  they  were  disposed  to  coni 
sent  to  the  general  principle  on  which  it  rested,  but 
that  there  were  serious  difficulties  in  the  mode  of  car- 
rying that  principle  into  effect,  which  they  wished  to 
point  out  and  discuss  with  Mr.  Rush,  in  the  hope  of 
arriving,  with  his  assistance,  at  some  solution  satisfac- 
tory to  both  parties. 

The  discussion  which  ensued,  with  a view  to  the  re- 
moval, or  modification,  of  such  provisions  in  the  pro- 
jet, as  were  thought  likely  to  render  the  proposed  con- 
vention more  or  less  ineffectual,  terminated  in  an 
agreement,  on  the  part  of  the  American  plenipoten- 
tiary, after  he  had  stated  his  first  impressions  cn  the 
subject,  to  reconsider,  more  at  leisure,  the  points  of 
his  projet  which  appeared  objectionable  to  the  British 
plenipotentiaries,  and,  on  their  part,  to  ascertain,  bv 
reference  to  the  proper  law  officers,  how  far  it  miMit 
be  practicable  to  obviate  the  legal  difficulties  on  their 
side. 

It  was  agreed  to  meet  again  on  the  5th  instant,  and, 
in  case  of  any  further  causes  of  delay  arising  in  the 
consideration  of  the  slave  trade  pTojet,  to  proceed, 
at  once,  with  the  next  subject  of  negociation,  un$! 
these  causes  should  be  removed. 

RICHARD  RUSH, 

W.  HUSKISSON, 
STRATFORD  CANNING. 

Protocol  of  the  fourth  conference  of  the  American 
and  British  plenipotentiaries,  held  at  the  board  of 
trade,  February  16th,  1S24. 

Present — Mr.  Rush,  Mr.  Huskisson,  Mr.  Stratford 
Canning. 

The  protocol  of  the  preceding  conference  was  read 
over  and  signed. 

Several  points,  connected  with  the  propositions 
brought  forward  by  the  American  plenipotentiary  in 
the  previous  conferences,  were  informally  discussed, 
with  a view  to  explanation,  and,  if  possible,  to  the  re- 
moval of  difficulties  on  both  sides. 

The  British  plenipotentiaries  communicated  a coun- 
ter projet,  comprising  the  principal  alterations  which 
they  proposed  to  introduce  into  the  articles  on  the 
j slave  trade,  presented  by  Mr.  Rush,  and  annexed  to 
the  protoc©!  first  cerrfevense 
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After  discussing  these  alterations,  in  a general  way, 
it  was  agreed  that  a formal  consideration  of  the  arti- 
cles on  thi3  sub  ject,  as  produced  on  both  sides,  should 
take  place  at  the  next  conference,  to  be  fixed  at  as 
early  a period  as  possible,  with  a view  to  the  conclu- 
sion of  a convention  satisfactory  to  each  of  the  con- 
tracting parties.  Adjourned. 

RICHARD  RUSH, 

W.  HUSKISSON, 
STRATFORD  CANNING. 

Protocol  of  the  fifth  conference  of  the  American 
and  British  plenipotentiaries,  held  at  the  board  of 
trade,  March  9,  1824. 

Present— Mr.  Rush,  Mr.  Huskisson,  Mr.  Stratford 
Canning. 

The  protocol  of  the  preceding  conference  was  read 
over  and  signed. 

The  discussion  which  had  taken  place  at  the  last 
conference  upon  the  subject  of  the  slave  trade,  was 
renewed,  principally  with  reference  to  the  first  and 
tenth  articles  of  the  counter  projet  of  the  British 
plenipotentiaries. 

No  satisfactory  adjustment  of  the  points  at  issue 
being  arrived  at,  it  was  agreed  to  meet  again  on  the 
11th  inst.  for  their  further  consideration. 

RICHARD  RUSH, 

W.  HUSKISSON, 
STRATFORD  CANNING. 

Protocol  of  the  sixth  conference  of  the  American 
and  British  plenipotentiaries,  held  at  the  board  of 
trade,  March  11,  1824. 

Present — Mr.  Rush,  Mr.  Huskisson,  Mr.  Stratford 
Canning. 

The  protocol  of  the  preceding  conference  was  read 
over  and  signed. 

The  points  on  the  subject  of  the  slave  trade,  which 
had  been  left  undetermined  at  the  last  conference, 
were  again  brought  under  discussion;  and,  being  at 
length  satisfactorily  adjusted,  it  wras  determined  that, 
at  the  next  meeting,  to  be  held  on  the  13th  instant,  the 
the  business  should  be  completed  by  the  signature  of 
the  convention  as  agreed  on. 

RICHARD  RUSH, 

W.  HUSKISSON, 
STRATFORD  CANNING. 

Protocol  of  the  seventh  conference  of  the  Ameri- 
can and  British  plenipotentiaries,  held  at  the  board 
of  trade,  March  13,  1S24. 

Present — Mr.  Rush,  Mr.  Huskisson,  Mr.  Stratford 
Canning. 

The  protocol  of  the  preceding  conference  was  read 
over  and  signed. 

In  pursuance  of  the  agreement  entered  into  at  the 
last  conference,  the  convention  on  the  subject  of  the 
slave  trade  was  produced,  and,  being  found,  on  peru- 
sal, to  be,  in  all  respects,  satisfactory  to  the  plenipo- 
tentiaries on  both  sides,  received  their  respective  sig- 
natures. 

The  protocol  of  the  present  conference  was  also 
read  over  and  signed. 

RICHARD  RUSH, 

W.  HUSKISSON, 
STRATFORD  CANNING. 

In  senate  of  the  United  States,  May  8,  1824. 

[Read,  and  printed  in  confidence,  for  the  senate.] 
To  the  senate  of  the  United  States: 

I communicate  to  the  senate  copies  of  the  addi 
tional  documents,  relating  to  the  convention  for  the 
suppression  of  the  African  slave  trade,  which  have 
this  day  been  received  at  the  department  of  state. 

JAMES  MONROE. 

trashing  ton,  1th  May , 1824. 


MR.  RUSH  TO  MR.  ADAMS. 

London , 1st  April,  1S24. 

Sir:  I have  now  the  honor  to  transmit,  in  the  shape 
in  which  it  has  received  the  royal  assent,  a copy  of 
the  British  act  of  parliament  making  the  slave  trade 
piracy.  It  was  sent  to  me  to-day  by  Mr.  Huskiss  n, 
with  a note,  of  which  a copy  is  enclosed.  It  passed 
the  house  of  lords  the  day  before  yesterday,  by  a 
unanimous  vote. 

In  addition  to  the  explanation  which  Mr.  Huskis- 
son afforded  me,  of  the  clause  at  the  end  of  the  act, 
both  himself  and  Mr.  Secretary  Canning  have  since 
stated  to  me  that  a further  reason  for  it  was,  that  a 
consolidation  cf  this  act,  with  all  the  other  British 
slave  trade  laws  and  regulations  is  in  contemplation, 
perhaps  in  the  course  of  the  present  session  of  par- 
liament, with  a view  to  give  to  the  British  naval  offi- 
cers one  comprehensive  code  of  instructions  undev 
them. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  with  very  great  respect,, 
your  obedient  servant,  RICHARD  RUSH. 

lion.  John  Quincy  Adams,  secretary  of  state. 

MR.  HUSKISSON  TO  MR.  RUSH. 

Board  of  trade,  1st  April,  1S24. 

My  dear  sir:  I have  the  satisfaction  to  transmit  to 
you  three  copies  of  the  bill,  which  received  the  royal 
assent  yesterday,  for  declaring  slave  trading  to  be  pi- 
racy. 

These  copies  are  the  bill,  as  printed  for  the  house  of 
lords,  in  which  shape,  as  no  amendment  was  made  in 
that  house,  it  received  the  royal  assent;  but,  some 
few  days  will  elapse  before  it  can  be  published  in 
the  usual  form,  among  the  laws  of  the  present  ses- 
sion, 

1 have  the  honor  to  be,  dear  sir,  your  very  faithful, 
obedient  servant,  W.  HUSKISSON. 

Richard  Rush,  Sfc.  Sfc. 

MR.  CANNING  TO  MR.  ADDINGTON. 

Foreign  office,  April  2d,  1824. 

Sir:  I herewith  enclose  to  you  several  copies  of 
the  hill  which  has  now  passed  into  a law,  affixing  to 
the  crime  of  carrying  on  the  slave  trade,  by  the  Bri- 
tish subjects,  the  pains  and  penalties  attached  to  pi- 
racy. 

You  will  loose  no  time  in  calling  on  Mr.  Adams,  and 
in  communicating  this  act  of  parliament  to  him,  in 
proof  of  the  anxiety  of  his  majesty  to  carry  into  early 
and  effectual  execution  of  the  convention,  lately  con- 
cluded on  this  subject  by  the  United  States;  and., 
with  reference  to  that  clause  in  the  act  which  pro- 
vides for  possible  alteration  in  the  course  of  the  ses- 
sion, you  will  explain  to  the  American  minister  that 
this  clause  has  in  view  no  change  in  the  act,  but 
merely  its  consolidation  with  all  the  other  slave 
trade  regulations  in  one  general  act,  (which  is  intend- 
ed to  be  brought  in  before  the  close  of  this  session  cf 
parliament,)  in  order  that  British  officers  may  be 
furnished  with  one  comprehensive  code  of  instruction 
on  this  subject. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  &c.  & c. 

GEORGE  CANNING. 

Henry  Unicin  Addington,  esq.  8?c. 

An  act  for  the  more  effectual  suppression  of  the  African 
slave  trade. 

March  31,  1S24. 

Whereas  it  is  expedient  to  make  further  provision 
for  the  suppression  of  the  African  slave  trade,  b^  en- 
acting that  persons  committing  the  offences  hereinaf- 
ter specified,  shall  be  deemed  and  adjudged  to  be 
guilty  of  piracy:  Be  it,  therefore,  enacted  by  the 
king’s  most  excellent  majesty,  by  and  with  the  ad- 
vice and  consent  of  the  lords  spiritual  and  temporal, 
and  commons,  in  this  present  parliament  assemble^, 
and  by  the  authority  of  the  same.  That  if  any  subjec  t 
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Gr  subjects  of  his  majesty,  or  any  person  or  persons 
residing  or  being  within  any  of  the  dominions,  forts, 1 
settlements,  factories  or  territories,  now  or  here- 1 
after  belonging  to  his  majesty,  or  being  in  his  ma-  j 
jesty’s  occupation  or  possession,  or  under  the  go- 
vernment of  the  United  Company  of  merchants  of 
England  trading  to  the  East  Indies,  shall,  except  in 
such  cases  as  are  in  and  by  the  laws  now  in  force  per- 
mitted, after  the  first  day  of  January,  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  twenty-five,  upon  the  high  seas,  or 
in  any  haven,  river,  creek,  or  place,  where  the  admi- 
ralty has  jurisdiction,  knowingly  and  wilfully  carry 
away,  convey,  or  remove,  or  aid  or  assist  in  carrying 
away,  conveying,  or  removing,  any  person  or  persons 
as  a slave  or  slaves,  or  for  the  purpose  of  his,  her,  or 
their,  being  imported  or  brought  as  a slave  or  slaves 
into  any  island,  colony,  country',  territory,  or  place, 
whatsoever,  or  for  the  purpose  of  his,  her,  or  their  be- 
ing sold,  transferred,  used  or  dealt  with  as  a slave  or  j 
slaves;  or  shall,  after  the  said  first  day  of  January, 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twenty-five,  except 
in  such  cases  as  are  in  and  by  the  laws  now  in  force 
permitted,  upon,  the  high  seas,  or  within  the  jurisdic- 
tion aforesaid,  knowingly  and  wilfully  ship,  embark, 
receive,  detain,  or  confine,  or  assist  in  shipping,  em- 
barking, receiving,  detaining,  or  confining,  on  board 
any  ship,  vessel  or  boat,  any  person  or  persons, 
for  the  purpose  of  his,  her,  or  their  being  carried 
away,  conveyed,  or  removed,  as  a slave  or  slaves,  or 
for  the  purpose  cf  his,  her,  or  their  being  imported 
or  brought  as  a slave  or  slaves  into  any  island,  colony, 
country,  territory,  or  place  whatsoever,  or  for  the 
purpose  of  his,  her,  or  their  being  sold,  transfer- 
red, used,  or  dealt  with  as  a slave  or  slaves,  then,  and 
in  every  such  case,  the  person  or  persons  so  offending 
shall  be  deemed  and  adjudged  guilty  of  piracy,  fel- 
Iony  and  robbery,  and,  being  convicted  thereof,  shall 
suffer  death  without  benefit  of  clergy,  and  loss  of 
lands,  goods  and  chattels,  as  pirates,  felons,  and  rob- 
bers, upon  the  seas,  ought  to  suffer. 

II.  Provided  always,  and  it  is  hereby  further  en- 
acted and  declared,  that  nothing  in  this  act  contained, 
making  and  declaring  the  aforesaid  offences  to  be  pi- 
racies, felonies,  and  robberies,  shall  be  construed  to 
repeal,  annul,  or  alter  the  provisions  and  enactments 
of  any  other  act  or  acts  contained,  imposing  forfei- 
tures and  penalties,  or  either  of  them,  upon  the  same 
offences,  or  to  repeal,  annul,  or  alter  the  remedies 
given  for  the  recovery  thereof;  but  that  the  said  pro- 
visions and  remedies  shall,  in  all  respects,  be  deemed 
•and  taken  to  be  and  remain  in  full  force,  as  they'  ex- 
isted immediately  before  the  passing  of  this  act:  pro- 
vided, also,  that  nothing  herein  contained  shall  he 
construed  to  repeal,  annul,  or  alter,  any  of  the  en- 
actments or  provisions  contained  in  an  act  passed  in 
the  fifty-first  year  of  his  late  majesty,  entitled  “an  act 
for  rendering  more  effectual  an  act  made  in  the  forty- 
seventh  year  of  his  majesty’s  reign,  entitled  ‘an  act  for 
the. abolition  of  the  slave  trade;”  except  so  far  as 
such  enactments  or  provisions  are  altered  or  varied 
by  this  act;  but  that  the  said  act  shall,  in  all  other 
respects,  remain  in  full  force  and  effect. 

III.  And  be  it  further  enacted  and  declared,  That 
all  and  every  the  offences  hereinbefore  specified,  shall 
and  may  be  inquired  of,  cither  according  to  the  ordi- 
nary course  of  law,  and  the  provisions  of  an  act  pass- 
ed in  the  twenty-eighth  year  of  the  reign  of  king 
Henry  the  eighth,  entitled  “an  act  for  pirates,”  or 
according  to  the  provisions  of  an  act,  passed  in  the 
forty-sixth  year  of  the  reign  of  his  late  majesty  king 
George  the  third,  entitled  “an  act  for  the  more  speedy 
trial  of  offences  committed  in  distant  parts  upon  the 
high  seas/’ 

IV.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  this  act  may 
be  amended,  altered,  or  repealed,  by  any  act  or  acts 
to  be  passed  in  this  session  of  parliament. 


In  senate  of  the  United  Stales , May  2 1 , 1824. 

[Read,  anti  priutt-din  confidence,  for  the  use  of  the  members.} 
To  the  senate  of  the  United  States: 

Apprehending  from  the  delay  in  the  decision-,  that 
some  difficulty  exists  with  the  senate,  respecting  the 
ratification  of  the  convention  lately  concluded  with 
the  British  government  for  the  suppression  of  the 
slave  trade,  by  making  it  piratical,  I deem  it  proper  to 
communicate  for  your  consideration,  such  views  as 
appear  to  me  to  merit  attention.  Charged,  as  the 
executive  is,  and  as  I have  long  been,  with  maintain- 
ing the  political  relations  between  the  United  States 
and  other  nations,  I consider  it  my  duty,  in  submit- 
ting for  your  advice  and  consent,  as  to  the  ratifica- 
tion,  any  treaty  or  convention  which  has  been  agreed 
i on  with  another  power,  to  explain,  when  the  occasion 
j requires  it,  all  the  reasons  which  induced  the  mea- 
sure. 

It  is  by  such  full  and  frank  explanation,  only,  that 
the  senate  can  be  enabled  to  discharge  the  high  trust 
reposed  in  them  with  advantage  to  their  country. 
Having  the  instrument  before  them,  with  the  views 
which  guided  the  executive  in  forming  it,  the  senate 
will  possess  all  the  light  necessary  to  a sound  deci- 
sion. 

By  an  act  of  congress,  of  I5th  May,  1820,  the  slave 
trade,  as  described  by  that  act,  was  made  piratical, 
and  all  such  of  our  citizens  as  might  be  found  engag- 
ed in  that  trade,  were  subjected,  on  conviction  there- 
of, by  the  circuit  courts  of  the  United  States,  to  capi- 
tal punishment.  To  communicate  more  distinctly  the 
import  of  that  act,  I refer  to  its  fourth  and  fifth  seer 
tions,  which  are  in  the  following  words: 

“Sec.  4.  And  be  it  farther  enacted , That,  if  any  citi- 
zen of  the  United  States,  being  of  the  crew  or  ship’s 
company  of  any  foreign  ship  or  vessel,  engaged  in  the 
slave  trade,  or  any  person  whatever,  being  of  the 
crew  or  ship’s  company  of  any  ship  or  vessel,  owned 
in  the  whole  or  part,  or  navigated  for,  or  in  behalf  of, 
any  citizen  or  citizens  of  the  United  States,  shall 
land  from  any  such  ship  or  vessel,  and  on  any  foreign 
shore  seize,  any  negro  or  mulatto,  not  held  to  service 
or  labor  by  the  laws  of  either  of  the  states  or  territo- 
ries of  the  United  States,  with  intent  to  make  such  ne- 
gro or  mulatto  a slave,  or  shall  decoy,  or  forcibly 
bring  or  carry,  cr  shall  receive  such  negro  or  mulat- 
to on  board  any  such  ship  or  vessel,  with  intent  as 
aforesaid,  such  citizen  or  person  shall  be  adjudged  a 
pirate,  and,  on  conviction  thereof,  before  the  circuit 
court  of  the  United  States,  for  the  district  wherein 
he  mayr  be  brought  or  found,  shall  suffer  death.” 

Sec.  5.  And  be  it  farther  enacted , That,  if  any  citi- 
zen of  the  United  States,  being  of  the  crew  or  ship’s 
company  of  any  foreign  ship  or  vessel  engaged  in  the 
slave,  trade  or  any  person  whatever,  being  of  the  crew 
or  ship’s  company,  of  any  ship  or  vessel,  owned  wholly 
or  in  part,  or  navigated  for,  or  in  behalf  of,  any  citi- 
zen or  citizens  of  the  United  States,  shall  forcibly 
eonfine  or  detain,  or  aid  and  abet  in  forcibly  confin- 
ing or  detaining,  on  board  such  ship  or  vessel,  any 
negro  or  mulatto  not  held  to  service  by  the  laws  of 
either  of  the  states  or  territories  of  the  United  States, 
with  intent  to  make  such  negro  or  mulatto  a slave,  or 
shall,  on  board  any  such  ship  or  vessel,  offer  or  at- 
tempt to  sell,  as  a slave,  any  negro  or  mulatto,  not 
held  to  service  as  aforesaid,  or  shall,  on  the  high 
seas,  or  any  where  on  tide  water,  transfer  or  deliver 
over,  to  any  other  ship  or  vessel,  any  negro  or  mu- 
latto, not  held  to  service,  as  aforesaid,  with  intent  to 
make  such  negro  or  mulatto  a slave,  or  shall  land, 
or  deliver  on  snore,  from  on  board  any  such  ship  or 
vessel,  any  such  negro  or  mulatto,  with  intent  to 
make  sale  of,  or  having  previously  sold  such  negro  or 
mulatto  as  a slave,  such  citizen  or  person  shall  be 
adjudged  a pirate;  and,  on  conviction  thereof,  before 
the  circuit  court  ef  the  United  Stales,  for  the  district 
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Wherein  he  may  be  brought  or  found,  shall  suffer 
death.’’ 

And,  on  the  28th  .of  February,  1823,  the  house  of 
representatives,  by  a majority  of  131  to  9,  passed  a 
resolution  to  the  following  effect: 

“Resolved.  That  the  president  of  the  United  States 
be  requested  to  enter  upon,  and  prosecute,  from 
time  t > time,  such  negociations  with  the  several  mari- 
time powers  of  Europe  and  America,  as  he  may  deem 
expedient  for  the  effectual  abolition  of  the  African 
slave  trade,  and  its  ultimate  denunciation  as  piracy, 
under  the  law  of  nations  by  the  consent  of  the  civil- 1 
ized  world.” 

By  the  act  of  congress  above  referred  to,  w hereby , 
the  most  effectual  means  that  could  be  devised  were  , 
adopted,  for  the  extirpation  of  the  slave  trade,  the  • 
wish  of  the  United  States  was  explicitly  declared  that 
all  nations  might  concur  in  a similar  policy.  It  could  i 
only  be  by  such  concurrence,  that  the  great  object  I 
could  be  accomplished;  and  it  was  by  negociation  j 
and  treaty  alone,  that  such  concurrence  could  be  ob-  j 
tained,  commencing  with  one  power  and  extending ! 
it  to  others.  The  course,  therefore,  which  the  exe-  j 
cutive,  who  had  concurred  in  the  act,  had  to  pursue,  j 
was  distinctly  marked  out  for  it.  Had  there,  how- 
ever, been  any  doubt  respecting  it,  the  resolution  of: 
the  house  of  representatives,  the  branch  which  might 
■with  strict  propriety  express  its  opinion,  could  net 
fail  to  have  removed  it. 

By  the  tenth  article  of  the  treaty  of  peace  be- 1 
tween  the  United  States  and  Great  Britain,  concluded  > 
at  Ghent,  it  was  stipulated  that  both  parties  should; 
use  their  best  endeavors  to  accomplish  the  abolition  • 
of  the  African  slave  trade.  This  object  has  been,! 
accor  iingiy,  pursued  by  both  governments,  with! 
great  earnestness,  by  separate  acts  of  legislation, . 
and  by  negociation,  almost  uninterrupted,  with  the 
parpose  of  establishing  a concert  between  them  in 
some  measure,  which  might  secure  its  accomplish- 
ment. 

Great  Britain  in  her  negociations  with  other  powers.  \ 
had  concluded  treaties  with  Spain,  Portugal,  and  the; 
Netherlands  in  which,  without  constituting  the 
crime  as  piracy,  or  classing  it  with  crimes  of  that 
denomination,  the  parties  had  conceded  to  the  naval  j 
officers  of  each  other,  the  right  of  search  and  capture  j 
of  the  vessels  of  either,  that  might  be  engaged  in  the 
slave  trade,  and  had  instituted  courts,  consisting  of! 
judges,  subjects  of  both  parties,  for  the  trial  of  the  j 
vessels  so  captured. 

In  the  negociations  with  the  United  States,  Great  j 
Britain  had  earnestly  and  repeatedly  pressed  on  . 
them  the  adoption  of  similar  provisions.  They  had 
been  resisted  by  the  executive  on  two  grounds:  one,  i 
that  the  constitution  of  mixed  tribunals  was  incompa- ■ 
tible  with  their  constitution;  and  the  other,  that  the  i 
concession  of  the  right  of  search,  in  time  of  peace, 
for  an  offence  not  piratical,  would  be  repugnant  to ' 
the  feelings  cf  the  nation,  and  of  dangerous  tendency.  \ 
The  right  of  search  is  the  right  of  war,  of  the  belli- 
gerent towards  the  neutral.  To  extend  it  in  time  -, 
of  peace,  to  any  object  whatever,  might  establish  a j 
a precedent  which  might  lead  to  others  with  some  ; 
powers,  and  which,  even  if  confined  to  the  instance  , 
specified,  might  be  subject  to  great  abuse. 

Animated  oy  an  ardent  desire  to  suppress  this  trade, 
the  United  States  took  stronger  ground,  by  making  it.  i 
by  the  act  above  referred  to,  piratical:  a measure 
more  adequate  to  the  end,  and  free  from  many  of  the ' 
objections  applicable  to  the  plan  which  had  been  pro-  - 
posed  to  them.  It  is  this  alternative  which  the  exe-j 
cutive,  under  the  sanctions  and  injunctions  above  \ 
stated,  offered  to  the  British  government,  and  which 
that  government  has  accepted.  By  making  the  crime 
piracy,  the  i a:.«  f search  attaches  to  the  crime,  and 
Which,  when  adopted  by  all  nations,  will  be  common 


to  all;  and  that  it  will  be  so  adopted,  may  fairly  be 
presumed,  if  steadily  persevered  in  by  the  parties  to 
the  present  convention.  In  the  mean  time,  and  with 
a view  to  a fair  experiment,  the  obvious  course 
seems  to  be,  to  carry  into  effect,  with  every  power, 
such  treaty  as  may  be  made  with  each  in  succession. 

In  presenting  this  alternative  to  the  British  govern- 
ment, it  was  made  an  indispensable  condition  that 
the  trade  should  be  made  piratical  by  act  of  parlia- 
ment, as  it  had  been  by  an  act  of  eongress.  Th:.-  > as 
provided  for  in  the  convention,  and  has  since  been 
complied  with.  In  this  respect  therefor*:,  il  o 
nations  rest  on  the  same  ground.  S;  - : s 

have  also  been  adopted,  to  protect  party  :;n 

the  abuse  of  the  power  granted  to  the  pubii:  jf 

the  other.  Instead  of  subjecting  the  perc  t- 

edin  the  slave  trade  to  trial  by  the  courts  of  the  cap- 
tors,  as  would  be  the  case  if  such  trade  was  piracy 
by  the  law  of  nations,  it  is  stipulated  that,  until  that 
event,  they  shall  be  tried  by  the  courts  of  tbeir  own 
country  only.  Hence,  there  could  be  no  motive  for 
an  abuse  of  the  right  of  search,  since  such  abuse 
could  not  fail  to  terminate  to  the  injury  of  the  captor. 

Should  this  convention  be  adopted,  there  is  every 
reason  to  believe,  that  it  will  be  the  commencement 
of  a system  destined  to  accomplish  the  entire  aboli- 
tion of  the  slave  trade.  Great  Britain,  by  making  it 
her  own,  confessedly  adopted  at  the  suggestion  of  the 
United  States,  and  being  pledged  to  propose  and  urge 
its  adoption  by  other  nations,  in  concert  with  the 
United  States,  will  find  it  for  her  interest  to  abandon 
the  less  effective  system  of  her  previous  treaties  with 
Spain,  Portugal  and  the  Netherlands,  and  to  urge  on 
those  and  the  other  powers,  their  accession  to  this. 
The  crime  will  then  be  universally  proscribed  as  pi- 
racy, and  the  traffic  be  suppressed  for  ever. 

Other  considerations  of  high  importance  urge  the 
adoption  of  this  convention.  We  have,  at  this  mo- 
ment, pending  with  Great  Britain,  sundry  other  ne- 
gociations, intimately  connected  with  the  welfare, 
and  even  with  the  peace,  of  our  union.  In  one  of 
them,  nearly  a third  part  of  the  territory  of  the  state 
of  Maine  is  in  contestation.  In  another,  the  naviga- 
tion of  the  St.  Lawrence,  the  admission  of  consuls 
into  the  British  islands,  and  a system  of  commercial 
intercourse  between  the  United  States  and  ail  the 
British  possessions  in  this  hemisphere,  are  subjects 
of  discussion.  In  a third,  our  territorial  and  other 
rights  upon  the  northwest  coast,  are  to  be  adjusted; 
while  a negociation  on  the  same  interests  is  opened 
with  Russia.  In  a fourth,  all  the  most  important  con- 
trovertible points  of  maritime  law,  in  time  of  war., 
are  brought  under  consideration;  and,  in  the  fifth,  the 
whole  system  of  South  American  concerns,  connect- 
ed with  a general  recognition  of  South  American  in- 
dependence, may  again,  from  hour  to  hour,  become, 
as  it  has  already  been,  an  object  of  concerted  opera- 
tions of  the  highest  interest  to  both  nations,  and  to  the 
peace  of  the  world.  m 

It  cannot  be  disguised,  that  the  rejection  of  this 
convention  could  not  fail  to  have  a very  injurious  in- 
fluence on  the  good  understanding  between  the  two 
governments,  on  all  these  points.  That  it  would 
place  the  executive  administration  under  embarras- 
ment,  and  subject  it,  the  congress,  and  the  nation  t© 
the  charge  of  insincerity  respecting  the  great  result 
of  the  final  suppression  of  the  slave  trade,  and  that 
its  first  and  indispensable  consequence  will  be,  to 
constrain  the  executive  to  suspend  all  further  neso- 
ciation  with  every  European  and  American  power,  to 
which  overtures  have  been  made,  in  compliance  with 
the  resolution  of  the  house  of  representatives,  of  the 
28th  February,  1S23,  must  be  obvious.  To  invite 
all  nations,  with  the  statute  of  piracy  in  our  hands, 
to  adopt  its  principles  as  the  law  of  nations,  and  yet 
to  deny  to  all  the  common  rights  of  search  for  the 
pirate,  whom  it  would  be  impossible  to  detect,  with- 
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«ut  entering  and  searching  the  vessel,  would  expose 
Ais,  not  simply  to  the  charge  of  inconsistency. 

It  must  be  obvious,  that  the  restriction  of  search 
for  the  pirates  to  the  African  coast,  is  incompatible 
with  the  idea  of  such  a crime.  It  is  not  doubted,  al- 
so, if  the  convention  is  adopted,  that  no  example  of 
the  commission  of  that  crime,  by  the  citizens  or  sub- 
jects of  ither  power,  will  ever  occur  again.  It  is 
believed,  therefore,  that  this  right,  as  applicable  to 
piracy,  would  not  only  extirpate  the  trade,  but  prove 
altogether  innocent  in  its  operation. 

In  further  illustration  of  the  views  of  congress,  on 
this  subject,  I transmit  to  the  senate,  extracts  from 
two  resolutions  of  the  house  of  representatives,  one 
of  the  9th  February,  1821,  the  other  of  12th  April, 
1822.  I transmit,  also,  a letter  from  the  charge  d’af- 
fairs  of  the  British  government,  which  shows  the 
deep  interest  which  that  government  takes  in  the  ra- 
tification of  the  treaty. 

JAMES  MONROE. 

Washington,  21  st  May,  1824. 

Mr.  Addington  to  the  secretary  of  state. 

Washington,  Mat  16,  1S24. 

Sir:  Nearly  three  weeks  have  now  elapsed  since  I 
had  the  honor  of  making  my  first  communication  to 
top.  on  the  subject  of  the  convention  concluded  on 
ite  13th  of  March  last,  between  the  British  govern- 
ment and  the  American  envoy  in  London. 

At  that  time,  in  pursuance  of  instructions  convey- 
ed to  me,  from  his  majesty’s  secretary  of  state  for 
foreign  affairs,  I made  known  to  you  the  earnest  de- 
sire of  the  British  government  that  no  time  should  be 
lost  by  that  of  the  United  tates,  in  proceeding  to  the 
ratification  of  that  instrument,  in  order  that  it  might 
be  returned  to  England  in  time  to  have  it  submitted 
to  parliament,  prior  to  its  prorogation,  which  was  ex- 
pected to  take  place  at  an  early  period. 

I flattered  myself,  sir,  that  the  wish,  thus  anxiously 
expressed  by  me  on  behalf  of  his  majesty’s  govern- 
ment, would  meet  with  a corresponding  ardor  on  the 
part  of  all  the  authorities  to  whom  it  was  addressed, 
especially  considering  that  the  projet  of  the  convention 


PROCEEDINGS  OF  THE  SENATE. 

The  president  transmitted  the  convention  to  the  se- 
nate on  the  30th  April,  when  it  was  referred  to  the 
committee  on  foreign  relations — on  the  8th  May  the 
committee,  through  Mr.  Barbour,  reported  the  same 
without  amendment,  and  it  was  read  a second  time. 
On  the  12th  of  May  it  was  further  considered  and 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

In  senate,  Thursday , May  13. 

The  senate  resumed,  as  in  committee  of  the  whole, 
the  consideration  of  the  convention  between  the 
United  States  and  Great  Britain;  and 

Mr.  Barbour  proposed  the  following  amendment 
thereto,  which  was  read: 

Art.  XII. 

“This  convention  shall  continue  in  force  until  one 
of  the  parties  sha  1 have  declared  its  intention  to  re- 
nounce it;  which  declaration  shall  be  made  at  least 
six  months  beforehand.” 

Monday,  May  17.  The  senate  resumed,  as  in 
committee  of  the  whole,  the  consideration  of  the 
convention  with  Great  Britain,  together  with  the 
amendment  proposed  on  the  13th  instant;  and,  on 
motion,  ordered,  that  the  further  consideration  there- 
of be  postponed  to,  and  made  the  order  of  the  day 
for  Wednesday  next.  [When  it  was  further  consider- 
ed, &.C.] 

May  21.  Agreeably  to  the  order  of  the  day, 
the  senate  resumed,  as  in  committee  of  the  whole, 
the  consideration  of  the  convention  with  Great  Bri- 
tain, together  with  the  amendment  proposed  on  the 
1 3th  instant;  and,  the  amendment  having  been  modi- 
fied as  folloAvs:  Provided,  that  an  article  be  added, 
whereby  it  shall  be  free  to  either  of  the  parties,  at 
any  time,  to  renounce  the  said  convention,  giving  six 
months’  notice  beforehand — 

On  the  question  to  agree  thereto,  it  was  determin- 
ed in  the  affirmative — yeas,  36  nays  2. 

Those  who  voted  in  the  affirmative,  are,  Messrs 
Barbour,  Barton,  Bell,  Benton,  Branch,  Brown,  Hay- 
ton,  Eaton,  Edwards,  Elliott,  Findlay,  Gaillard, 
Hayne,  Holmes,  of  Maine,  Holmes  of  Miss.  Jack- 
I son,  Johnson,  of  Ken.  Henry  Johnson,  Josiah  S. 
Johnston,  Kelly,  King,  of  Ala.  King  of  N.  Y.  Knight, 


originated  with  this  government,  at  the  instigation  of:  Li0yd,  of  Mass.  Lowrie,  Mcllvaine,  Macon,  Mill 
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the  house  of  representatives;  and  that  his  majesty’s 
ministers  had  not  hesitated  an  instant  to  comply  with 
the  preliminary  act  desired  by  the  president,  of  pro- 
curing the  passage  of  a bill  through  parliament,  de- 
nouncing as  piracy,  by  statute,  the  African  slave 
trade,  when  exercised  by  British  subjects. 

This  consideration,  sir,  necessarily  precludes  my 
entertaining  a doubt  as  to  the  eventual  ratification  of  j in  committee  of  the  whole,  to  wit: 
the  convention  by  this  government,  and  I therefore  | Insert  at  the  end  of  the  resolution  for  the  ratifica- 
uttribute  the  delay  which  has  hitherto  occurred,  to  tion  of  the  convention — 

the  pressure  of  other  business,  which  it  would  have  Provided,  that  an  article  be  added,  whereby  it  shall 
been  found  inconvenient  to  postpone.  . be  free  to  either  of  the  parties,  at  any  time,  to  re- 


Palmer,  Parrott,  Ruggles,  Seymour,  Taylor,  of  Ya. 
Thomas,  Van  Dyke,  Williams. 

Those  who  voted  in  the  negative,  are,  Messrs. 
Chandler  and  D’Wolf. 

And  no  further  amendment  having  been  made,  the 
convention  was  reported  to  the  senate. 

On  the  question  to  concur  in  the  amendment  made 


I think  it  my  duty,  however,  to  press  once  more, 
and  in  the  most  earnest  manner,  upon  your  attention, 
the  anxiety  of  the  British  government  on  this  subject. 
Of  this  anxiety,  a most  convincing  proof  may  be 
found  in  the  circumstance  of  an  extra  packet  having 
been  despatched  by  them  for  the  sole  purpose  of  con- 
veying to  this  country  the  act  of  parliament,  declaring 
the  slave  trade  piracy,  immediately  after  its  passage 
through  both  houses,  in  order  that  the  want  of  that 


nounce  the  said  convention,  giving  six  months’  notice 
beforehand — 

It  was  determined  in  the  affirmative — yeas  34, 
nays  2. 

Those  who  voted  in  the  affirmative,  are,  Messrs. 
Barbour,  Barton,  Bell,  Benton,  Branch,  Brown,  Clay- 
ton, Eaton,  Edwards,  Elliott,  Findlay,  Gaillard, 
Hayne,  Holm:  s,  of  Maine,  Holmes,  of  Miss.  Jack- 
son,  Johnson,  of  Ken.  Josiah  S.  Johnston,  Kelly, 


locument  might  not  oppose  any  obstacle  to  the  sane- , King  of  Ala.  King,  of  N.  Y.  Knight,  Lloyd,  of  Mass. 

' *’  ‘ • j Lowrie,  Mcllvaine,  Macon,  Mills,  Parrott,  Buggies, 

i Seymour,  Taylor,  of  Va.  Thomas,  Van  Dyke  and  Wil- 
liams. 


tion  of  the  convention  by  this  government. 
Perhaps,  sir,  you  will  allow  me  to  add,  that 


-detain  that  same  packet  for  the  express  purpose  of 
reconveying  the  instrument  in  question,  as  soon  as 
ratified,  with  the  utmost  possible  celerity,  to  England. 

1 have  the  honor  to  be,  with  distinguish- d conside- 
ration, sir,  your  most  obedient  humble  servant, 

H.  U.  Addington. 

Hon.  J.  Q.  Adams,  Secretary  of  state. 


Those  who  voted  in  the  negative,  are,  Messrs. 
Chandler,  r>-  D’Vt  f. 

Ordered,  that  the  convention  pass  to  a third  read- 
ing:. 


1 Saturday,  May,  22.  The  convention  with  Great 
1 Britain  was  read  the  third  time.  Whereupon, 
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Mr.  Barbour  submitted  the  following  motion  for  con- 
sideration, which  was  read: 

Resolved , Two-thirds  of  the  senators  present  con- 
curring therein,  that  the  senate  do  advise  and  con- 
sent to  the  ratification  of  the  convention  made  and 
concluded  at  London  the  thirteenth  day  of  March, 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twenty-four,  be- 
tween the  United  States  of  America,  and  the  king  of 
the  united  kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland: 
Provided.  That  an  article  be  added,  whereby  it  shall 
be  free  to  either  of  the  parties,  at  any  time,  to  re- 
nounce the  said  convention,  giving  six  months’  no- 
tice beforehand. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Macon , to  postpone  the  further 
consideration  of  the  convention  to  the  first  Monday 
in  December  next?  It  was  determined  in  the  nega- 
tive— yeas  16,  nays  26.  The  yeas  and  nays  being  de- 
sired by  one-fifth  of  the  senators  present — 

Those  who  voted  in  the  affirmative,  are,  Messrs. 
Ben,  Brown,  Chandler,  D’Wolf,  Dickerson,  Elliott, 
Gaillard,  Holmes,  of  Maine,  Knight,  Lowrie,  Macon, 
Ruggles,  Smith,  Thomas,  Van  Buren,  and  Ware. 

Those  who  voted  in  the  negative,  are,  Messrs.  Bar- 
bour, Barton,  Benton,  Branch,  Clayton,  Eaton,  Ed- 
wards, Finlay,  Hayne,  Holmes,  of  Miss.  Jackson, 
Johnson,  of  Ken.  Henry  Johnson,  Josiah  S.  Johnston, 
Kelly,  King,  of  N.  Y.  Lloyd,  of  Mass.  Mellvaine, 
Mills,  Noble,  Parrott,  Seymour,  Taylor,  of  Ind.  Tay- 
lor, of  Va.  Van  Dyke,  and  Williams. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Josiah  S.  Johnston,  to  strike  out 
of  the  convention,  art.  1,  line  4,  the  words  “of  Ame- 
rica”— On  the  question,  “Shall  these  -words  stand  as 
part  of  the  article?  It  was  determined  in  the  negative 
- — yeas  23,  nays  20. 

Those  who  voted  in  the  affirmative,  are,  Messrs. 
Barbour,  Barton,  Clayton,  Eaton,  Edwards,  Findlay, 
Hayne,  Holmes,  of  Miss.  Jackson,  Johnson  of  Ken. 
Henry  Johnson,  Kelly,  King  of  N.  Y.  Lloyd  of  Mass. 
Mellvaine,  Mills,  Noble,  Parrott,  Seymour,  Taylor  of 
Ind.  Taylor  of  Va.  Van  Dyke  and  Williams. 

Those  who  voted  in  the  negative,  are,  Messrs.  Bell, 
Benton,  Branch,  Brown,  Chandler,  D’Wolf,  Dicker- 
son,  Elliott,  Gaillard,  Holmes  of  Maine,  Josiah  S. 
Johnson,  King  of  Alab.  Knight,  Lowrie,  Macon,  Bug- 
gies, Smith,  Thomas,  Van  Buren,  and  Ware. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Josiah  S.  Johnston,  to  strike  out, 
art.  1,  line  5,  the  words  “and  of  the  West  Indies” — 

On  the  question,  “Shall  these  words  stand  as  a part 
of  the  article?”  it  was  determined  in  the  affirmative 
— yeas  29,  nays  14. 

Those  who  voted  in  the  affirmative,  are,  Messrs. 
Barbour,  Barton,  Benton,  Brown,  Clayton,  Eaton,  Ed- 
wards, Findlay,  Hayne,  Holmes,  Miss.  Jackson,  John- 
son, Ky.  Henry  Johnson,  Kelly,  King,  of  N.  Y.  Knight,  • 
Lloyd,  of  Mass.  Lowrie,  Mellvaine,  Macon,  Mills, 
Noble,  Parrott,  Ruggles,  Seymour,  Taylor,  of  Ind. 
Taylor,  of  Va.  Van  Dyke  and  Williams. 

Those  who  voted  in  the  negative,  are,  Messrs.  Bell, 
Branch,  Chandler,  D’Wolf,  Dickerson,  Elliot,  Gail- 
lard, Holmes  of  Maine,  Josiah  S.  Johnston,  King,  of 
Alab.  Smith,  Thomas,  Van  Buren  and  Ware. 

A motion  was  made  hy  Mr.  Josiah  S.  Johnson , to 
strike  out  the  2d  article;  and,  oh  tile  question,  “Will 
the  senate  advise  and  consent  to  the  ratification  of  tins 
article?”  it  was  determined  in  the  negative— yeas  27, 
nays  16. 

Those  who  voted  in  the  affirmative,  are,  Messrs. 
Barbour,  Barton,  Benton,  Branch,  Clayton,  Eaton, 
Edwards,  Findlay,  Hayne,  Holmes,  of  Miss.  Jackson, 
Johnson,  of  Ken.  Henry,  Johnson,  Kelly,  King,  of 
N.  Y.  Knight,  Lloyd,  of  Mass.  Mellvaine,  Mills, '^No- 
ble, Parrott,  Ruggles,  Seymour,  Taylor, of  Ind.  Tay- 
lor, of  Ya.  Van  Dyke  and  Williams. 

Those  who  voted  in  the  negative,  are,  Messrs.  Beil, 
Brown,  Chandler,  D’Wolf,  Dickerson,  Elliot,  Gail- 
lard, Holmes,  of  Me.  J.  S.  Johnston,  King,  of  Alab. 


Lowrie,  Macon,  Smith,  Thomas,  Van  Buren  anti 
Ware. 

On  motion  to  strike  out  of  the  7th  article  the  fol- 
lowing words: 

And,  it  is  further  agreed,  that  any  individual,  being 
a citizen,  or  subject,  of  either  of  the  two  contracting 
parties,  who  shall  be  found  on  board  any  vessel  not 
carrying  the  flag  of  the  other  party,  nor  belonging  to, 
the  subjects  or  citizens  of  either,  but  engaged  in  the 
illicit  traffic  of  slaves,  and  seized  or  condemned  or> 
that  account,  by  the  cruizers  of  the  other  party,  un- 
der circumstances  which,  by  involving  such  indivi- 
dual in  the  guilt  cf  slave  trading,  would  subject  him 
to  the  penalties  of  piracy,  he  shall  be  sect  for  trial  be- 
fore the  competent  court  in  the  country  to  which  he 
belongs,  and  the  reasonable  expenses  of  any  witnesses 
belonging  to  the  captured  vessel,  in  proceeding  to  the 
place  of  trial,  during  their  detention  there,  and  for 
their  return  to  their  own  country,  or  to  their  station 
in  its  service,  shall,  in  every  such  case,  be  allowed 
by  the  court,  and  defrayed  by  the  country,  in  which 
the  trial  takes  place. 

On  the  question,  “Shall  these  words  stand  as  part 
of  the  article?”  It  was  determined  in  the  negative— 
yeas  22,  nays  21. 

Those  who  voted  in  the  affirmative,  are,  Messrs. 
Barton,  Benton,  Clayton,  Eaton,  Edwards,  Findlay, 
Hayne,  Holmes,  of  Miss.  Jackson,  Johnson,  of  Ken. 
Henry  Johnson,  Kelly,  King,  of  N.  Y.  Knight,  Mell- 
vaine, Mills,  Noble,  Parrott,  Seymour,  Taylor,  q t 
Yir.  Van  Dyke  and  Williams. 

Those  who  voted  in  the  negative,  are,  Messrs.  Bar- 
bour, Bell,  Branch,  Brown,  Chandler,  D’Wolf,  Dick- 
erson, Elliott,  Gaillard,  Holmes,  of  Maine,  Josiah  S. 
Johnston,  King,  of  Ala.  Lloyd,  of  Mass.  Lowrie,  Ma~, 
con,  Ruggles,  Smith,  Taylor,  of  Ind.  Thomas,  Van 
Buren  and  Ware. 

On  the  question  to  agree  to  the  resolution  amended 
accordingly,  for  the  ratification  of  the  convention. 

It  was  determined  in  the  affirmative — yeas  29,  na}-^ 
13. 

Those  who  voted  in  the  affirmative,  are,  Messrs. 
Barbour,  Barton,  Benton,  Branch,  Brown,  Clayton, 
Eaton,  Edwards,  Findlay,  Hayne,  Plolmes,  of  Miss. 
Jackson,  Johnson,  of  Ken.  Henry  Johnson,  Josiah  S. 
Johnston,  Kelly,  King,  of  Ala.  King,  of  N.  Y.  Knight, 
Lloyd,  of  Mass.  Lowrie,  Mellvaine,  Mills,  Parrott. 
Seymour,  Taylor,  of  Ind.  Taylor,  of  Yir.  Van  Dyke 
and  Williams, 

Those  who  voted  in  the  negative,  are,  Messrs.  Bell, 
Chandler,  D’Wolf,  Dickerson,  Elliott,  Gaillard, 
Holmes,  of  Maine,  Macon,  Ruggles,  Smith,  Thomas. 
Van  Buren  and  Ware. 

So  it  was  resolved , two  thirds  of  the  senators  pre- 
sent concurring  therein,  That  the  senate  do  advise, 
and  consent  to  the  ratification  of  the  convention 
made  and  concluded  at  London,  the  thirteenth  day  of 
March,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twenty-four, 
between  the  United  States  of  America,  and  the  king 
of  the  united  kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland, 
w ith  the  exception  of  the  words  “o/ « America ,”  in  line 
four,  of  the  first  article:  with  the  exception  of  the 
second  article;  and  of  the  following  Words,  in  the  se- 
venth article:  “And  it  is  further  agreed,  that  any  in- 
dividual, being  a citizen  or  subject  of  either  of  the 
two  contracting  parties,  who  shall  be  found  on  board 
any  vessel  not  carrying  the  flag  of  the  other  party, 
nor  belonging  to  the  subjects  or  citizens  of  either, 
but  engaged  in  the  illicit  traffic  of  slaves,  and  seized 
or  condemned  on  that  account,  by  the  cruizers  of 
the  other  party,  under  circumstances  which,  by  in- 
volving  such  individual  in  the  guilt  of  slave  trading, 
would  subject  him  to  the  penalties  of  piracy,  he  shall 
be  sent  for  trial  before  the  competent  court  in  the 
country  to  which  he  belongs,  and  the  reasonable  ex- 
penses, of  any  witnesses,  belonging  to  the  capturing 
vessel,  in  proceeding  to  the  place  of  trial,  during 
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their  detention  there,  and  for  their  return  to  their 
own  country,  or  to  their  station  in  its  service,  shall, 
in  every  such  case,  be  allowed  by  the  court,  and  de- 
frayed by  the  country  in  which  the  trial  takes  place.” 
j Provided , That  an  article  be  added,  whereby  it  shall  be 
free  to  either  of  the  parties,  at  any  time,  to  renounce 
the  said  convention,  giving  six  months’  notice  beforc- 
'Iiand. 

The  following  articles  appear  necessary  to  shew 
the  origin  and  progress  of  the  late  convention  with 
threat  Britain,  for  suppressing  the  African  slave  trade 
— and  are  referred  to  in  some  of  the  previous  pa- 
pers: 

Hv  tract  of  a report  of  the  Qth  February , 1821,  to  the 
house  of  representatives,  by  the  committee  to  ivhich  had 
been  referred  so  much  of  the  president's  message  as  re- 
lates to  the  slave  trade,  and  to  which  icen'e  referred  the 
two  messages  of  the  president,  transmitting,  in  pursu- 
ance of  the  resolution  of  the  house  of  representative  , of 
the  ith  of  December,  a report  of  the  secretary  of  state, 
and  enclosed  documents,  relating  to  the  negociation  for 
the  suppression  of  the  slave  trade. 

“The  detestable  crime  of  kidnapping  the  unoffend- 
ing inhabitants  of  one  country,  and  chaining  them  to 
slavery  in  another,  is  marked  with  all  the  atrocious- 
ne&s  of  piracy;  and,  as  such,  it  is  stigmatized  and 
punishable  by  our  own  laws. 

“.To  efface  this  reproachful  stain  from  the  charac- 
ter of  civilized  mankind,  would  be  the  proudest  tri- 
umph that  could  be  achieved  in  the  cause  of  humani- 
ty. On  this  subject,  the  United  States,  having  led  the 
way,  owe  it  to  themselves  to  give  their  influence  and 
cordial  co-operation  to  any  measure  that  will  ac- 
complish the  great  and-  good  purpose;  but,  this  hap- 
py result,  experience  has  demonstrated,  cannot  be 
realized  by  any  system,  except  a concession  by  the 
maritime  powers  to  each  other’s  ships  of  war,  of  a 
qualified  right  of  search.  If  this  object  was  generally 
attained,  it  is  confidently  believed  that  the  active  ex- 
ertions of  even  a few  nations,  would  be  sufficient  en- 
tirely to  suppress  the  slave  trade.” 

Extract  from  a report,  made  April  12,  1.822,  by  the  com- 
mittee on  the  suppression  of  the  slave  trade,  to  whom 
had  been  referred  a resolution  of  the  house  of  represen- 
tatives, of  th.  loth  January  preceding,  instructing  them 
to  inquire  whether  the  laws  of  the  United  States  prohi- 
biting that  traffic,  have  been  duly  executed ; also , into 
the  general  operation  thereof ) and  if  any  defects  exist 
in  those  laws,  to  suggest  adequate  remedies  therefor;  and 
to  whom  many  memorials  had  been  referred  touching  the 
same  subject. 

“But  the  conclusion  to  which  your  committee  has 
arrived,  after  consulting  all  the  evidence  within  their 
reach,  is,  that  the  African  slave  trade  now  prevails  to 
a great  extent,  and  that  its  total  suppression  can 
never  be  effected  by  the  separate  and  disunited  efforts 
of  one  or  more  states;  and,  as  the  resolution  to 
which  this  r eport  refers,  requires  the  suggestion  of 
some  remedy  for  the  defects,  if  any  exist,  in  the  sys- 
tem of  laws  for  the  suppression  of  this  traffic,  your 
committee  beg  leave  to  call  the  attention  of  the  house 
to  the  report  and  accompanying  documents,  submit- 
ted to  the  last  congress  by  the  committee  on  the  slave 
trade,  and  to  make  the  same  a part  of  this  report. 
That  report  proposes,  as  a remedy  for  the  existing 
evils  of  the  system,  the  concurrence  of  the  United 
states  with  one  or  all  the  maritime  powers  of  Europe, 
in  a modified  and  reciprocal  right  of  search  on  the 
African  coast,  with  a view  to  the  total  suppression  of 
the  slave  trade. 

“It  is  with  great  delicacy  that  the  committee  have 
approached  this  subject;  because  they  arc  aware  that 
remedy  which  they  have  presumed  to  recommend  to 
the  consideration  of  the  house,  requires  the  exercise 
of  a power  of  another  department  of  this  government, 
tyul  that  objections  to  the  exercise  of  this  power,  in 


the  mode  here  proposed,  have  hitherto  existed  in  that' 
department. 

“Your  committee  are  confident,  however,  that 
these  objections  apply  rather  to  a particular  prop''v~ 
tion  for  the  exchange  of  the  right  of  search,  than  to 
that  modification  of  it  which  presents  itself  to  your 
committee.  They  contemplate  the  trial  and  con- 
demnation of  such  American  citizens  as  may  be 
found  engaged  in  this  forbidden  trade,  not  by  mixed 
tribunals  sitting  in  a foreign  country,  but  by  ex- 
isting courts,  of  competent  jurisdiction,  in  the  Uni- 
ted States;  they  propose  the  same  disposition  of  the 
captured  Africans  now  authorized  by  law;  and,  least 
of  all,  their  detention  in  America. 

“They  contemplate  an  exchange  of  this  right, 
which  shall  be,  in  all  respects,  reciprocal;  an  ex- 
change, which,  deriving  its  sole  authority  from  tr  eaty, 
would  exclude  the  pretension,  which  no  nation,  how- 
ever, has  presumed  to  set  up,  that  this  right  can  be 
derived. from  the  law  of  nations;  and  further,  they 
have  limited  it  in  their  conception  of  its  application, 
not  only  to  certain  latitudes,  and  to  a certain  distance 
from  the  coast  of  Africa,  but  to  a small  number  of 
vessels  to  be  employed  by  each  power,  and  to  be 
previously  designated.  The  visit  and  search,  thus 
restricted,  it  is  believed,  would  ensure  the  co-opera- 
tion of  one  great  maritime  power  in  the  proposed 
exchange,  and  guard  it  from  the  danger  of  abuse. 

“Your  committee  cannot  doubt  that  the  people  of 
America  have  the  intelligence  to  distinguish  between 
the  right  of  searching  a neutral  on  the  high  seas,  in 
time  of  war,  claimed  by  some  belligerants,  and  that 
mutual,  restricted,  and  peaceful  concession,  by  trea- 
ty, suggested  by  your  committee,  and  which  is  de- 
manded in  the  name  of  suffering  humanity.” 

House  of  representatives,  February  28th,  1823. 

Resolved,  That  the  president  of  the  United  States  be 
requested  to  enter  upon,  and  prosecute,  from  time  to 
time,  such  negociations  with  the  several  maritime 
powers  of  Europe  and  America,  as  he  may  deem  ex- 
pedient for  the  effectual  abolition  of  the  African  slave 
trade:  and  its  ultimate  denunciation,  as  piracy,  undejr 
the  law  of  nations,  by  the  consent  of  the  civilized 
world. 

Passed  in  the  affirmative — yeas  131,  nays  9. 

House  of  representatives,  January  21th,  18 24. 

Resolved,  That  the  president  of  the  United  States 
be  requested  to  communicate  to  this  house  such  part 
as  he  may  not  deem  it  inexpedient  to  divulge,  of  any 
correspondence  or  negociation  which  he  may  have 
instituted  with  any  foreign  government,  since  the  28th 
February  last,  in  compliance  with  requ-'  t contain- 
ed in  a resolution  of  the  house  of  . epres  - natives  of 
that  date,  relative  to  the  denunciation  of  the  African 
slave  trade  as  piracy. 

[Then  follows  a message  of  the  president  commu- 
nicating the  correspondence  of  Mr  Adams  with  Mr. 
Canning,  the  British  minister  at  Washington,  and 
many  others,  on  the  subject — in  quantity  sufficient  to 
fill  a sheet  and  a half  of  the  Register — which,  be- 
ing of  much  interest,  we  shall  endeavor  to  make 
room  for. 


Vermont.  The  college  edifice  of  the  university  of 
Vermont,  at  Burlington,  a flourishing  institution,  was 
destroyed  by  fire  on  the  morning  of  the  27th  ult.  by 
a spark  falling  on  the  roof.  The  libraries  and  a part 
of  the  apparatus  were  saved.  The  building  was  160 
feet  long,  70  in  breadth,  and  4 stories  high. 

New  york.  A proposition  was  lately  submitted  to 
the  voters  of  this  city  to  alter  the  charter  in  several 
respects,  but  especially  to  provide  that  the  city  coun- 
cils should  form  two  houses,  instead  of  one  as  at 
present.  A small  number  of  votes  were  taken  and 
there  was  a majority  of  70  against  the  proposed  al- 
terations. 
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CHESAPEAKE  AND  DELAWARE  CANAL.  About  850 
men  and  150  horse3  are  now  employed  an  this  canal, 
and  great  progress  is  making  in  the  work. 

Piracy.  The  laws  against  piracy  had  better  be  re- 
pealed, or  at  least  so  amended  that  some  other  pu- 
nishment than  that  of  death  shall  be  inflicted  for  the 
offence.  Perez , lately  convicted  at  New  York,  has 
been  pardoned  by  the  president  of  the  United  States, 
and  so  turned  loose  to  commit  new  offences.  It  will 
be  recollected  too,  that  the  first  person  found  guilty 
under  the  act  for  preventing  the  slave  trade,  was 
pardoned — how  then  can  others  be  executed  with 
justice? 

The  Mississippi.  The  over-flow  of  the  river  has 
c-aused  great  damage  to  the  cotton  crops.  The  water 
is  nearly  as  high  as  it  was  last  year.  A considerable 
crevasse  had  been  made  in  the  levee  above  gen. 
Hampton’s  plantation. 

Mr.  Crawford.  Much  is  said  in  the  newspapers 
about  the  secretary  of  the  treasury’s  present  state  of 
health,  and  there  is  no  small  degree  of  warmth  mani- 
fested on  the  subject.  One  partly  represents  him  as 
being  out  of  danger,  and  the  times  have  been  appoint- 
ed at  which  he  would  leave  Washington  on  an  excur- 
sion to  the  north,  to  re-establish  his  strength ; hut  some 
persons  speak  of  him  as  being  nearly  blind,  affected 
in  the  organs  of  his  speech  by  a paralytic  shock,  and 
add  that  his  mental  faculties  are  impaired:  declaring 
that  his  recovery  is  not  hoped  for,  but  that  the  pros- 
pect of  it  is  held  out  until  certain  arrangements  can 
be  made  as  to  the  candidate  to  be  supported  for  the 
presidency  in  his  place — and,  indeed,  I myself  have 
heard  It  gravely  stated,  that  a certain  distinguished 
gentleman  of  Georgia, and  a warm  friend  of  Mr.  Craw- 
ford, was  actually  looking  out  for  the  vice-presidency, 
notwithstanding  it  is  prescribed  by  the  constitution 
that  two  persons  from  the  same  state  shall  not  bfe  vot- 
ed for,  for  president  and  vice  president.  What  is 
the  truth,  it  is  difficult  to  say — but  I cannot  discover 
why  there  should  be  any  misrepresentation  about  it, 
one  way  or  another  It  has  sometimes  been  the  prac- 
tice in  king-governed  countries,  to  conceal  even  the 
decease  of  a sovereign,  until  the  succession  was  settled 
by  the  ministers  in  solemn  caucus  assembled — but 
nothing  of  this  sort  can  present  itself  as  being  neces- 
sary in  the  present  instance. 

That  Mr.  Crawford  has  long  been  exceedingly  ill, 
is  notorious.  He  has  suffered  much,  and  his  most  in- 
timate friends,  perhaps,  have  had  reason  to  believe 
that  his  case  was  hopeless — but  the  probability  is,  that 
he  is  much  better  than  he  wras;  and  the  restoration  of 
his  health,  with  the  re-establishment  of  all  his  facul- 
ties,must  be  the  wish  of  ever  y liberal-minded  man, not- 
withstanding be  may  utterly  reject  the  claims  prefer- 
red on  his  behalf  to  the  presidency  of  the  U.  States. 

The  marine  corps  Abstract  of  a report  made  to 
dhe  house  of  representatives  by  the  secretary  of  the 
mavy,  April  14,  1824. 

Pay  and  emoluments  of  the  lieutenant  colonel. 

Pay,  at  15  dollars  per  month  . . . 900 

Subsistence,  6 rations  per  day,  at  20  cents  438 

. 6 additional  rations,  as  lieut.  col. 

commandant  . . . 438 

Fuel 216 

Forage  for  4 horses,  at  8$  each  per  month  384 
Allowance  for  two  private  servants,  at  $14.84 

per  month  each  . . . . . 356  16 

Premium  on  enlisting  43  recruits,  at  $2  86 


Total  for  1 2 m onth s 2,81816 

Tar  fir ce  of  the  corps,  for  the  month  of  February  last, 
was' thus  given: 

1 lieutenant  colonel,  9 captains,  22  first  lieutenants, 


17  second  lieutenants,  72  sergeants,  A5  corporals,  49 
musicians,  778  privates — total  1023. 

Distribution  of  the  total — At  head  quarters  and  the 
navy  yard,  Washington,  150;  at  Norfolk  74;  West 
India  station  101;  Philadelphia  105;  New-York  95 ; 
Boston  85;  Portsmouth  46;  ship  Franklin  73;  frigate 
Constitution  50;  United  States  38;  ship  John  Adams 
30;  ships  Hornet  and  Ontario  11  each;  Peacock  27^ 
Cyane  31;  Erie  27;  brig  Spark  14;  schooner  Shark 
13;  steam  frigate  Fulton  13;  schooner  Grampus  14,; 
on  furlough  2;  under  orders  3. 

The  whole  cost  of  the  corps,  for  pay,  subsistence, 
clothing,  military  stores,  camp  equipage,  hospital 
stores,  fuel,  &c.  &c.  is  estimated  at  $265,272  78  per 
annum.  The  privates  receive  $6  per  month;  the  ra- 
tion is  valued  at  20  cents. 

Financial.  From  the  National  Intelligencer.  “We 
understand  that  the  loan  of  five  million  of  dollars, 
authorized  by  the  act  of  congress  to  provide  for  the 
payment  of  the  awards  of  the  commissioners  under 
the  treaty  with  Spain,  has  been  taken  by  Mr.  Biddle 
on  the  part  of  the  bank  of  the  United  States.  This 
information  must  be  very  satisfactory  to  the  numer- 
ous claimants,  who  will  now  be  enabled  to  receive 
immediate  payment  of  the  sums  awarded  to  them,  by 
the  board  of  commissioners,  whose  sittings  are  just 
about  being  brought  to  a final  close.  The  arrange- 
ment, too,  seems  to  be  very  advantageous  to  the  go- 
vernment. By  the  treaty  with  Spain,  these  claims 
were  to  be  paid  either  immediately  in  money,  or  in  a 
stock  bearing  an  interest  of  6 per  cent,  a year.  With 
a view  of  profiting  by  the  present  reduced  rate  of 
interest,  it  was  determined  to  adopt  the  former  plan, 
and  by  the  creation  of  a stock  at  a low  rate  of  inte- 
rest, provide  the  means  of  paying  the  claimants  in  mor 
i ney,  instead  of  a six  per  cent  stock,  saving  of  course 
the  difference  of  interest.  The  rate  of  interest  fixed 
in  the  act  of  congress,  was  4-|  per  cent,  and  at  this 
rate  the  loan  has  been  taken  by  the  bank  of  the  Unit- 
ed States.  Independent,  however,  of  the  lowness  of 
the  nominal  rate  of  interest,  the  connection  of  the 
bank  with  the  government  renders  it  still  more  bene- 
ficial to  the  latter.  The  government  is  a partner  in 
the  bank  to  the  amount  of  a large  proportion  of  its  ca- 
pital, and  will  receive  back,  in  dividends,  a propor 
tional  share  of  the  interest  of  the  loan;  and,  as  at  the 
present  moment,  the  bank  of  the  United  States,  like 
all  other  monied  institutions,  and  monied  men,  both 
here  and  in  Europe,  finds  it  difficult  to  invest  all  is  mo- 
I ney  in  business  loans,  and  can  take  this  loan  without 
reducing  its  discounts,  the  whole  interest  of  the  loan 
is  so  much  clear  profit  to  the  bank  and  the  govern- 
ment. 

We  learn  from  a friend  who  is  very  familiar  with 
these  subjects,  that  the  dividends  receivable  by  the 
government  on  its  bank  shares,  out  of  the  225,000 
dollars,  the  interest  of  4b  per  cent,  on  the  five  mil- 
j lions,  will  amount  to  more  than  fifty  thousand  dollars 
a year,  which  will  reduce  the  whole  sum  to  be  ad- 
vanced by  the  government  for  these  five  millions,  to  a 
j little  less  than  175,000  dollars,  which  will  be  actually 
| a fraction  below  3^  per  cent.  So  that,  in  fact,  the 
1 loan  at  par  from  the  bank  is  as  advantageous  to  the 
; government,  as  if  individuals  had  given  for  it  a pre- 
i in iu  m of  6 4-10ths  per  cent. 

j If  the  arrangement  be  satisfactory  to  the  claimants, 
and  advantageous  to  the  government,  we  may  pre- 
I sume,  that,  in  the  present  superabundance  of  capi- 
| tal,  it  must  be  useful  to  the  bank  also,  to  whose  saga- 
j city  iri  these  matters,  we  may  trust  that  the  loan 
! would  not  have  been  taken,  had  it  not  been  for  the 
’ benefit  of  the  institution.  In  every  point  of  view, 

• therefore,  the  operation  appears  to  have  been  judi- 
cious and  satisfactory.” 

SQ^If  the  principle  laid  down  in  the  preceding  ar- 
i tide  will  “go  an  inch  it  will  go  an  ell” — and,  as  some 
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philosopher  says,  “light  gives  light  to  discover  light 
ad  infinitum.”  As  it  appears  that  by  holding  only  one 
fifth  part  of  the  stock  of  the  bank  of  the  United  States, 
and  by  negociating  a loan  with  that  institution  only 
in  the  sum  of  five  million  of  dollars,  “we  the  people” 
make  a profit  of  $50,000 — what  would  be  the  profit 
if  we  owned  the  whole  bank,  and  borrowed  on  its  whole 
means,  say  to  the  amount  of  fifty  millions  of  dollars? 

The  gain  of  fifty  thousand  dollars  is  laid  to  account 
of  the  fact  that  the  “bank  finds  it  difficult  to  invest  all 
its  funds  in  business  loans.”  This  is  probable  enough 
— it  only  shews  that  the  capital  is  too  large,  as  many 
shrewd  men  believed  that  it  was  when  its  amount  was 
fixed  at  thirty-five  millions — seven  of  these  belong  to 
the  United  States,  for  which  we  pay  to  the  bank  Jive  per 
cent,  interest : and  so  we  pay  five  per  cent,  per  annum 
that  we  may  borrow  of  it  at  4£  per  cent. 

That  the  negociation  has  been  advantageous  to  both 
parties,  the  United  States  and  the  bank,  provided  the 
latter  cannot  employ  its  vast  capital  in’ business  loans, 
is,  most  probably,  the  fact;  but  when  we  calculate 
the  profit  on  the  one  side,  let  us  not  forget  what  we 
pay  for  it  on  the  other.  And,  indeed,  we  need  many 
little  “windfalls”  like  this  to  bring  up  lee-way. 

The  5 per  cent  stock  which  forms  our  part  of  the 
capital  of  the  bank  of  the  United  States,  is  dated  Jan. 
1,  IS  17 — and  the  annual  interest  payable  quarterly  by 
the  treasury  to  the  bank,  is  350,000  dollars.  We  have 
paid  this  for  7 years,  or  2,450,000 

And  have  received — 

For  1817  dividends  at  the  rate  of  8 per  cent.  560,000 
1818  one  divident  at  7 per  cent.  245,000 

ditto  5 175,000  410,000 

1819 —  no  dividend  000,000 

1820—  ditto  000,000 

1S21.  On  the  first  day  of  this  year  it  was 

was  proclaimed  that  the  bank  was 
made  whole,  but  on  the  first  July, 
the  dividend  declared  was  only  1£ 


per  cent,  or  105,000 

The  last  6 mo.  of  the  same  year 
was  at  the  rate  of  five  per  cent,  or  175,000 
1822 — dividends  at  five  per  cent.  350,000 

1833 — The  same  350,000 


1,950,000 

The  account  made  up  to  the  end  of  the  years,  in 
both  cases. 

If  this  statement  be  correct,  and  I believe  that  it  is 
so,  it  appears  that  we  have  paid  the  bank  2,450,000 
dollars  for  interest  on  our  own  shares,  and  received 
1,950,000  from  dividends  on  them — shewing  a loss  to 
the  nation  in  the  handsome  sum  of  500,000  dollars. 
Of  which  it  seems  that,  by  the  grand  operation  spoken 
of  in  the  “Intelligencer,  ”we  have  gotten  back  the  great 
sum  of  50,000  dollars,  leaving  only  450,000  yet  to  be 
made  up,  except,  indeed  what  should  be  added  on  ac- 
count of  the  difference  that  there  is  between  paying 
interest  quarterly  and  receiving  it  semi-annually,  which 
Is  something  clever  on  7,000,000  dollars. 

Admit  that  we  had  received  as  well  as  paid,  5 per 
dent,  on  our  stock  in  the  banks — 

Interest  on  87,500  for  9 mo.  3,281  25 

87,500  for  6 mo.  2,187  50 

87,500  for  3 mo.  1,093  75 

87,500  paid  at  end  of  the  year  0 000  00 


350,000  6,563,50 

Interest  on  175,000  for  6 mo.  4,375  00 

178,000  paid  at  end  of  the  year  0,000  00 


350,000  4,375  00 


2,187  50 

So  it  appears  that  the  annual  difference  between 
paying  5 per  cent,  interest  quarterly,  on  seven  millions 


of  dollars,  and  receiving  it  semi-annually,  is  2,187  dol- 
lars a year. 

The  present  time  is  happily  fitted  to  bring  about  a 
reduction  of  the  interest  payable  on  the  debt,  of  the 
United  States,  so  far  as  the  same  is  redeemable.  Mo- 
ney may  be  had  in  Europe  at  four  percent,  if  the  time 
of  repayment  is  pretty-distant — the  longer  the  better, 
provided  the  security  is  undoubtedly  good,  and  why 
not  import  capital  as  well  as  calicoes?  I therefore  ap- 
prove of  the  late  act  allowing  a change  of  shocks,  A\ 
per  cents  for  6 per  cents,  though  I do  not  admire  the 
calculations  which  shewed  that  we  now  would  have 
much  more  money  tftan  we  could  dispose  of,  seeing 
the  fact  is,  that  we  are  compelled  to  make  new  debts 
pay  off  old  ones.  And,  as  economy  is  all  the  rage,  and 
skill  in  finance  so  much  lauded,  I would  advise  that 
we  should  borrow  of  the  bank  of  the  United  States, 
or  of  the  London  bankers,  the  sum  of  seven  millions 
; of  dollars,  a t four  per  cent,  for  the  express  purpose 
| of  redeeming  the  five  per  cent  .stock  which  e;  institutes 
I our  part  of  the  capital  of  that  bank!  The  saving  that 
would  thereby  be  made  is  $70,000  a year,  and  1 only- 
ask  the  half  of  one  year’s  savings  for  the  discovery  of 
this  great  benefit  th at  might  accrue  to  the  l nited 
States  by  the  transfer!  But  fur: her — the  stock  of 
the  bank  is  now  at  22  ~ , - •'  eve  par,  or  122£ 

dollars  a share.  We  own  VC, no  shares — suppose  we 
sell  them  at  only  20  per  cent,  advance,  and  we  shall 
realize  a clear  profit  of  one  million  four  hundred 
dred  thousand  dollars,  the  interest  on  which,  at  4 per 
cent,  is  56,000  dollars  a year — this  being  added  to  the 

70.000  just  above  proposed  to  be  saved,  shews  that 

126.000  dollars  per  annum  may  be  gained  to  the 
United  States  by  the  operation. 

British  West  Indies,  &.c.  The  state  of  things  in 
the  West  Indies,  between  the  masters  and  their  slaves, 
has  several  times  been  aline  d to,  because  of  its  essen- 
tial importance  to  the  people  of  the  United  States. 
We,  certainly,  would  not  do  any  thing  to  hasten,  nor 
can  we  prevent  what  is  every  day  more  apparent  as 
to  the  fate  of  these  islands — and,  indeed,  i.  is  evi- 
j dently  in  the  power  of  one  man  to  make  an  entire 
change  in  their  relation  and  condition,  even  by  a fee- 
ble exertion  of  his  strength:  but,  happily  for  the  pos- 
sessors of  those  colonies,  he  has  less  of  the  desire  of 
conquest  than  influences  the  members  of  the  “holy 
alliance,”  and  the  other  “divine  authorities”  of  Eu- 
rope. Could  the  “magnanimous  Alexander”  do  in 
the  old  world,  what  Boyer  might  accomplish  in  the 
new,  there  is  no  doubt  as  to  the  course  that  he  would 
pursue. 

The  attention  of  the  British  parliament  has  been 
much  drawn  to  these  matters.  A misdirected  philan- 
thropy, on  the  one  side,  is,  perhaps,  doing  as  much 
harm  as  a misguided  and  unnecessary  severity  on  the 
other.  Great  mistakes  are  oftentimes  made  because 
we  view  things  as  we  would  have  them  to  be,  instead 
of  looking  at  them  as  they  are.  The  islands  are  peo- 
pled in  a way  that  must  necessarily  excite  great  feel- 
ing, let  the  subject  be  considered  in  any  light  that  it 
may.  Their  loss  is  feared,  and  yet  the  means  of  pre- 
serving them  are  of  dubious  character  and  uncer- 
tain effect. 

Besides  those  who  have  a concern  in  the  ameliora- 
tion of  the  condition  of  the  slaves  in  these  islands, 
there  are  two  great  parties  to  the  measures  of  the 
ministers  in  respect  to  them:  the  East  and  West  India 
interests — both  wealthy  and  powerful.  The  latter 
has  always  had  the  ascendancy;  for,  in /act,  the  dif- 
ference of  the  amount  of  duty  levied  on  East  and  West 
India  sugar,  for  consumption,  is  about  equal  in  favor 
of  the  latter  to  the  whole  first  cost  of  the  former, 
though  both  are  raised  by  British  subjects — one,  how- 
ever, by  the  hands,  of  freemen  and  the  other  by  those 
of  slaves.  It  is  thus  that  the  canting  British  support 
a system  which  they  abuse  us  so  much  for  having, 
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though  they  themselves  imposed  it  on  us  and  against  for  several  reasons,  Trinidad  appeared  the  most  suita^ 
the  consent  of  our  fathers.  Here  is  practice  against  ble.  In  the  first  instance,  therefore,  government,  bv 


preaching,  and  truth  opposed  to  hypocrisy.  They  tax 
their  people  the  whole  first  cost  of  East  India  sugar, 
by  way  of  bounty  on  the  production  of  the  article  in  the 
west,  and  without  that  bounty  it  cannot  be  cultivated 
so  as  to  meet  the  competition,  notwithstanding  the  dif- 
ference of  distance  and  expense  of  transportation: 
and  the  very  persons  who  do  this,  talk  about  slavery 
in  the  United  States! 
subject  before  me. 


order  in  council,  have  enjoined  the  following  mea- 
sures upon  the  planters  of  Trinidad: 

1.  The  use  of  the  whip,  so  indecent  and  so  shock- 
ing, is  to  be  utterly  abolished  in  regard  to  female 
slaves. 

2.  The  whip  is  no  longer  borne  by  the  driver  in  the 
field;  to  be  no  longer  employed  as  a summary  pun- 

But  this  is  a digression  from  the  j ishment  of  the  male  negroes,  to  be  wholly  laid  aside 
as  a stimulus  to  labor,  and  resorted  to  only  as  a 


The  property-holders  and  the  white  population  ge-j  chastisement  for  misbehaviour,  deliberately  proved 
nerally  in  the  British  West  Indies,  are  in  a state  of 
great  anxiety,  and  there  is  an  evident  ferment,  or  agi- 


and  recorded 

3.  Ample  provision  is  to  be  made  for  the  religious 
tation,  among  the  slaves,  without  the  appearance  of!  instruction  of  the  negroes,  by  the  appointment  of  two 


any  fixed  purpose  whatever.  The  French  islands  are 
seemingly  in  the  same  condition,  and  powerful  efforts, 
of  a decisive  character,  may  soon  be  expected.  Mr. 
A.  Baring,  a distinguished  member  of  the  British 
house  of  commons,  expressed,  in  his  speech,  his  firm 
conviction,  that  the  state  of  irritation  amongst  the  ne- 
groes and  whites  in  the  British  islands,  was  such,  that 
it  was  impossible  for  them  to  live  long  together  on  the 
present  terms;  and  he  was  convinced  that,  if  ever  the 
colonies  should  get  into  the  hands  of  the  blacks,  they 
would,  in  fact,  be  in  possession  of  America,  “ and  she 
teould  then  cease  to  be  the  second  maritime  'power  in  the 
world." 

Mr.  Baring  may  make  himself  easy  on  this  account. 
America  has  no  desire  to  possess  colonies;  and,  least 
of  all,  any  peopled  as  the  West  Indies  are,  notwith- 
standing we  have  so  much  to  apprehend  from  convul- 
sions in  them.  That  Mr.  Baring’s  fears,  in  one  respect, 
are  pretty  well  founded,  the  following  proclamation 
of  the  king  will  shew — 

“George  R. — Whereas  it  has  been  represented  to 
us,  that  the  slaves  in  some  of  our  West  India  colonies, 
and  of  our  possessions  on  the  continent  of  South 
America,  have  been  erroneously  led  to  believe  that 
orders  had  been  sent  out  by  us  for  their  emancipation. 
And  whereas  such  belief  has  produced  acts  of  insub- 
ordination which  have  excited  our  highest  displea- 
sure; we  have  thought  fit,  by  and  with  the  advice  of 
our  privy  council,  to  issue  this  our  royal  proclama- 
and  we  do  hereby  declare  and  make  known, 


tion: 

that  the  slave  population  in  our  said  colonies  and  pos 
sessionswill  beundeservingourprotectionifthevsbail 
fail  to  render  entire  submission  to  the  laws,  as  well  ! fleeting  man  will  prefer  the  former 
as  faithful  obedience  to  their  masters.  And  we  here- 
by charge  and  command  all  our  governors  of  our  said  | 


bishops,  with  regular  clergy  under  them. 

4.  Marriage  is  to  be  encouraged,  families  never  to 
be  separated,  and  the  property  of  the  slave  to  be  pro- 
tected by  positive  law. 

5.  Banks  are  to  be  established,  in  which  the  slave 
may  deposit  his  earnings:  the  money  so  placed  to  be 
sacred,  in  all  cases,  from  the  the  master’s  grasp. 

6.  The  testimony  of  slaves,  under  certain  limita- 
tions depending  on  personal  character,  is  to  be  re^ 
ceived  in  all  cases,  except  when  the  master’s  imme^ 
diate  interests  are  concerned,  and  in  all  criminal 
cases,  except  when  the  life  of  a white  person  is  in- 
volved. 

7.  The  slave  who  has  acquired  a certain  sum  of 
money,  is  to  have  the  power  of  purchasing  his  own 
manumission,  or  that  of  his  wife  or  child,  and  thus 
the  father  may  become,  as  it  is  fit  he  should,  the  in- 
strument of  liberty  to  his  offspring. 

These  embrace  the  whole  that  has  been  thought 
expedient  to  essay,  in  pursuance  of  the  resolutions 
of  the  house  of  the  previous  session,  for  meliorating 
the  condition  of  the  slave  population,  and  gradually 
preparing  them  for  “a  participation  in  those  civil 
rights  and  privileges  which  are  enjoyed  by  other- 
classes  of  his  majesty’s  subjects.” 

In  regard  of  the  second  topic,  Mr.  Canning  does 
not  intimate  that  government  have  prepared  them- 
selves for  taking  into  consideration  any  definite  idea 
on  this  point.  Government  will  await,  with  a patient 
eye,  the  conculsion  of  the  experiment  now  made. 

idP’We  wish  success  to  this  project — there- must 
needs  he  reformation  or  revolution,  and  every  re- 


Tnternal  improvements.  We  copy  the  followings 


West  India  colonies  and  possessions,  to  give  the  full- : advertisements,  to  shew  the  promptitude  with  wrhich 
est  publicity  to  this  our  proclamation,  and  to  enforce,  the  executive  has  taken  measures  to  carry  into  effect 
by  all  legal  means  in  their  power,  the  punishment  of  the  act  of  congress  authorizing  an  experiment  for  the 
those  -who  may  disturb  the  peace  and  tranquility  of  improvement  of  the  navigation  of  the  western  water 
our  said  colonies  and  possessions.”  ( [circular.] 

The  British  government,  however,  seems  resolved  j Engineer  department,  Washington,  1st  June,  1824. 
to  make  an  experiment  to  relieve,  or  rather  lessen,  Sir:  The  act  of  congress  of  the  24lh  of  May,  1824, 
the  incumbrance  under  which  the  parties  labor,  in  having  made  an  appropriation  for  the  improvement 
the  hope  of  securing  the  peace  of  the  colonies,  by  ; of  the  navigation  of  the  Mississippi,  by  removing  all 
kinder*  treatment  and  religious  instruction  of  the  ne-  trees  which  maybe  fixed  in  the  bed  of  the  river, 
groes.  A New-York  paper,  speaking  of  the  proceed-  commonly  called  planters,  sawyers  or  snags,  the  secre- 


mgs,  says — 

“The  important  subject  of  West  India  slavery  was 
under  consideration,  by  both  houses  of  parliament, 


tary  of  war  is  desirous  of  availinghimself  of  your  skill 
and  experience  in  the  navigation  of  the  river,  and 
requests  that  you  will  present  such  suggestions  as  may 


on  the  16th  of  March.  This  debate  was  looked  for-  j occur  to  you,  as  to  the  best  means  of  carrying  into 
ward  to  with  the  greatest  anxiety,  as  well  by  those  | effect  the  intention  of  congress.  He  particularly  de- 


whosc  interest  in  the  question  is  one  of  interest  and 
feeling  only,  as  by  those  who  have  an  interest  in  it 
more  palpable — the  interest  of  prosperity — the  WTest 
India  colonies  are  of  twro  classes,  in  a political  point 
of  view — those  in  which  the  government  of  the 
crown  prevails,  without  the  intervention  of  colonial 
legislative  assemblies,  and  those  which  are  govern- 
ed by  such  legislatures.  It  was  the  intention  of 
government  to  proceed  cautiously,  by  experiment 
and  example.  The  former  colonies  were  obviously 
the  better  adapted  to  such  experiment.  Of  these, 


sires  your  opinion,  whether  the  river  could  be  freed 
advantageously,  by  dragging  the  trees  or  snags  from 
their  bed,  and  what  would  be  thebestmode  and  time 
of  doing  so;  or  whether  it  would  be  practicable  to 
saw7  them  off  at  a depth  so  low  as  Dot  to  endanger  the 
navigation  of  the  river  at  the  lowest  water;  and  what 
would  be  the  best  mode  and  season  of  the  year  for 
effecting  the  same;  what  would  be  the  effect  of  pass- 
ing heavy  rafts  of  timber  down  the  river,  and  what 
would  be  the  best  form  or  mode  of  constructing  the 
rafts,  for  the  purpose  of  removing  the  impediments 
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The  navigation.  Any  suggestions,  on  these  or  any 
other  points  having  relation  to  the  subject,  accom- 
panied by  estimates  of  1 he  probable  cost,  will  be  ac- 
ceptably received  by  this  department:  the  communi- 
cations to  be  addressed  to  the  secretary  of  Avar,  and 
endorsed,  “Engineer  service.”. 

I am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
Alex.  Macomb, 

Major  general,  chief  engineer. 

Engineer  department,  Washington,  1 st  June,  1824. 

The  act  of  congress  of  the  24th  of  May,  1824,  hav- 
ing made  an  appropriation  for  the  improvement  of 
the  navigation  of  the  Mississippi,  by  removing  all 
trees  fixed  in  the  bed  of  the  river,  commonly  called 
planters,  sawyers  or  snags,  by  raising  all  such  trees  as 
may  be  found  in  the  current  of  the  said  river  at  the 
lowest  stage  of  Avater,  or  by  sawing  or  cutting  them 
off  as  nearly  as  practicable  to  the  bottom  of  the 
stream;  and  where  trees  are  found  upon  sand  bars, 
upon  the  points  of  islands,  or  near  the  bank  of  the  ri- 
ver, which  may,  at  the  lowest  stage  of  the  water,  en- 
danger the  safety  of  navigating  said  river,  in  like 
manner,  by  cutting,  removing,  or  saAvir.g  them  off; 
and  also,  all  roots  or  limbs  belonging  to  those  parts  of 
said  trees  which  are  fastened  in  the  earth: — propo- 
sals will  be  received  at  this  office  until  the  first  day 
of  September  next,  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  into 
execution  the  objects  of  the  said  act. 

The  proposals  will  state  the  terms  upon  Avhich  any 
section,  not  being  less  than  fifty  miles,  measured  by 
the  course  of  the  stream,  will  be  improved,  according 
to  the  provisions  of  the  said  act,  distinctly  designat- 
ing the  points  of  commencement  and  termination,  so 
that  it  may  be  fixed  with  certainty;  and  also  the  time 
for  execution.  The  work  to  be  performed  under  the  su- 
perintendance,  and  to  the  satisfaction,  of  an  officer  of 
engineers,  to  be  designated  by  the  secretary  of  war 
for  that  purpose.  Bonds  to  the  amount  of  the  con- 
tract, will  be  required  for  the  faithful  execution  of 
the  same.  No  advances  will  be  made. 

The  proposals  will  be  sealed,  and  addressed  to  the 
secretary  of  Avar,  Washington  City,  and  endorsed, 
“Proposals  for  the  improvement  of  the  navigation  of 
the  Mississippi.”  Alexander  Macomb. 

Major  general,  chief  engineer. 

Engineer  department,  Washington,  June  1,  1824. 

Under  the  provisions  of  the  act  of  congress,  enti- 
tled “An  act  to  improve  the  navigation  of  the  Ohio 
and  Mississippi  rivers,”  approved  on  the  24th  of  May 
last,  a premium  of  one  thousand  dollars  will  be  given 
to  any  person  who  shall  present  to  this  office,  on  or 
before  the  first  day  of  November  next,  a plan,  ma- 
chine or  instrument,  best  calculated  to  remove  the 
sawyers,  planters  and  snags,  in  the  Mississippi  river, 
so  as  to  render  the  navigation  free  and  safe;  the  plan, 
machine  or  instrument,  to  be  accompanied  by  such 
drawing,  model  or  description,  as  will  enable  the 
board  of  engineers  clearly  to  comprehend  the  same, 
to  which  board  they  will  be  submitted  for  examina- 
tion and  approval;  and,  upon  being  so  approved  of, 
the  premium  will  be  awarded  and  paid.  All  com- 
munications, in  relation  to  this  subject,  will  be  ad- 
dressed to  the  secretary  of  war,  and  endorsed  “engi- 
neer service.”  Alexander  Macomb, 

Major  general , chief  engineer. 

presidential. 

Massachusetts.  A resolve  to  elect  electors  of  presi- 
dent and  vice  president  in  this  state,  by  a general 
ticket,  has  passed  the  house  of  representatives — 140 
to  85.  It  Avas  believed  that  the  senate  Avould  concur  ! 
with  eveu  a greater  proportionate  majority. 

Connecticut.  The  republican  members  of  the  le-  j 
gislature  of  Connecticut  have  nominated  new  candi- 
dates for  congress  in  the  place  of  Mr.  Barber  and  Mr.  I 


Stoddard,  AAffio  attended  the  congressional  caucus  at 
Washington. 

Proclamation  by  Joseph  C.  Yates , governor  of  the  state  of 
New-  York. 

Whereas,  at  the  commencement  of  the  late  session 
of  the  legislature,  in  January  last,  in  my  message  t© 
that  honorable  body,  after  stating  the  practiea1  ope- 
ration of  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  since 
its  adoption,  in  reference  to  the  choice  of  electors 
of  president  and  vice  president  throughout  the  dif- 
ferent states,  1 did  communicate,  that  “As  the  sub- 
“ ject  had  been  recently  brought  before  congress,  it 
“ Avas  to  be  expected  that  another  opportunity  would 
“ shortly  be  presented  for  the  legislature  of  this  state 
“ to  sanction  an  amendment,  not  only  establishing  a 
“ uniform  rule  in  the  choice  of  electors,  but  also  of 
“ securing  the  desirable  object  of  directing  such 
“ choice  to  be  made  by  the  people :”  At  the  same  time 
declaring  and  believing  that  a more  propitious  period, 
evincing  its  “propriety,  and,  consequently,  affording 
“ a more  favorable  prospect  of  obtaining  a constitu- 
“ tional  number  of  the  states  to  assent  to  it,  had  not 
“presented  itself  since  the  organization  of  the  go- 
“ vernment:71  And  ichereas,  since  the  deliArery  of  my 
said  message  to  the  legislature,  the  subject  above  re- 
ferred to  has  been  discussed  in  the  congress  of  the 
United  States,  and,  by  one  branch  thereof,  has  been 
indefinitely  postponed:  and  the  said  congress  having 
since  adjourned,  without  further  acting  upon  it* 
Avhereby  the  just  expectations  of  the  people  of  this 
state,  in  respect  to  the  said  contemplated  amendment 
to  the  constitution  of  the  United  States  have  been 
disappointed:  And  whereas,  a bill  Avas  introduced  into 
the  honorable  the  assembly,  and  passed  by  an  almost 
unanimous  vote,  giving  to  the  people  the  right  of 
choosing  the  said  electors  of  president  and  vice  pre- 
sident of  the  United  States,  and,  upon  being  sent  to 
the  senate,  a select  committee  of  that  honorable  body, 
in  concluding  their  report,  did  express  an  opinion, 
“ that  it  Avould  not  be  expedient  to  pass  the  bill  from 
“ the  assembly,  or  any  other  bill  changing  the  present 
“ mode  of  appointing  electors  of  president  and  vice 
“ president  of  the  United  States,  or  at  least  until  the 
“ efforts  Avhich  were  then  seriously  making  in  con- 
gress, to  establish  an  uniform  rule  of  appointment, 
“by  an  amendment  of  the  constitution  of  the  United 
“ States,  by  which  the  people  could  elect  by  districts, 
“had  either  terminated  in  the  adoption  or  rejection 
“of  such  amendment  by  that  body:”  Whereupon  a 
majority  of  the  honorable  the  senate  of  this  state  did 
resolve  as  folio avs,  to  wit:  “That  it  is  expedient  to 
“ pass  a law,  at  the  present  session  of  the  legislature, 
“ giving  to  the  people  of  this  state  the  choice  of  elec- 
“ tors  of  president  and  vice  president,  and  by  agene- 
“ ral  ticket;”  and  aftenvards  resolved  that  “the  fur- 
“ ther  consideration  of  the  said  bill  be  postponed  un- 
“ til  the  first  Monday  of  November  next.”  Andwhcrc- 
as,  at  the  time  the  said  bill  was  postponed  by  the  se- 
nate of  this  state,  the  subject  of  amending  the  con- 
stitution of  the  United  States  States  was  still  pending 
before  congress:  And  whereas,  since  the  postponement, 
of  the  said  subject  by  one  branch  of  the  legislature 
of  this  state,  and  the  indefinite  postponement  thereof 
by  the  senate  of  the  United  States,  the  people  of  this 
state  appear  to  be  much  excited  and  alarmed,  that 
their  undoubted  right  to  choose  electors  of  president 
and  vice  president  of  the  United  States  is  still  to  be 
withheld  from  them:  And  ichereas,  since  the  adjourn- 
ment of  congress,  without  having  recommended  any 
amendment  to  the  constitution  of  the  United  States 
in  relation  to  the  premises;  and  from  the  facts  above 
specially  recited,  it  is  deemed  necessary  and  proper 
1 to  convene  the  legislature  at  an  earlier  period  than 
I the  day  to  Avhich  "they  stand  adjourned,  to  consider 
j this  highly  important  subject,  and  to  quiet  the  minds 
of  the  people  of  this  state. 

Now,  therefore , by  virtue  of  the  authority  vested  in 
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me  by  the  fourth  section  of  the  third  article  of  the 
constitution,  authorizing  the  governor  to  convene  the 
legislature  on  extraordinary  occasions,  I do,  by  this 
my  proclamation,  require  the  members  of  the  senate 
and  assembly  of  this  state,  to  convene  as  a legislature, 
in  their  respective  chambers,  at  the  capitol,  in  the 
city  of  Albany,  on  Monday  the  second  day  of  August,  at 
■noon,  instead  of  the  day  to  which  they  now  stand  ad- 
journed, then  and  there  to  consider  the  important 
subject  referred  to  in  this  proclamation,  and  to  trans- 
act all  such  other  business  as  to  the  said  legislature 
shall  appertain,  and  by  them  shall  be  deemed  expe- 
dient to  be  done. 

In  witness  whereof,  I have  hereunto  subscribed 
my  name,  and  affixed  the  privy  seal  of  the  state, 
[l.  s.]  at  the  city  of  Albany,  the  second  day  of  June 


packets;  and  it  is  said  that  he  has  declined  the  invi- 
tation to  come  in  a national  ship. 

Italy.  The  pope  has  made  an  additional  grant  of 
24,000  dollars  annually  to  the  congregation  de  pro- 
paganda fide,  for  the  special  purpose  of  encouraging 
the  progress  of  the  Catholic  religion  in  the  United 
States  of  America. 

Freemasonry  is  very  rigidly  prohibited  in  most  of 
the  Italian  states. 

Russia.  It  is  now  said  that  Alexander  has  settled 
his  differences  with  the  Turks,  though  the  contrary 
was  asserted  last  week;  and  it  is  added  that  the  eva- 
cuation of  Moldavia  and  Wallachia  was  actually  tak- 


ing place 

Africa.  The  defeat  of  Sir  Charles  McCarthy  by 
the  Ashantees,  is  fully  confirmed.  He  himself  was 
in  the  year  of  our  Lord,  one  thousand  eight  wounded  and  missing,  and  only  one  of  his  officers  es- 
hundred  and  twenty-four.  ' caped  to  tell  the  tale  of  woe.  His  whole  loss  of  men, 

JOSEPH  C.  YATES.  chiefly  blacks,  was  about  4000,  including  500  Euro- 
By  the  governor.  ' peans,  the  enemy  being  15000  strong.  They  also 

C.  Y.  Lansing,  private  secretary.  I sustained  a great  loss.  It  was  feared  that  every  post 

Maryland.  Benjamin  Tomlinson  and  Dr.  John  H.  on  the  Gold  Coast  would  be  t;  ken  by  them.  They 


M.  Smith  are  candidates  for  electors  of  president 
for  the  western  district  of  Maryland,  in  ivhich  two 
electors  are  elected,  and  will  vote  for  Mr.  Crawford 
if  chosen. 

District  or  Columbia.  A new  Journal  is  to  be  pub- 
lished at  Washington  City,  by  Way  and  Gideon,  for 
the  editors,  entitled  “The  American  Mercury,”  three 
times  a week  during  the  recess  of  congress,  at  6 dol- 
lars per  annum,  and  daily  during  the  sessions,  at  an 


give  no  quarters,  except  to  young  girls.  They  had. 
over-run  the  whole  country,  and  are  reported  tc  have 
taken  Sierra  Leone,  at  which  they  put  all  the  white 
j inhabitants  to  death,  &.c. 

I Algiers,  Bona,  &c.  are  closely  blockaded  by  the 
British.  Two  Algerine  vessels,  accompanying  a Turk- 
j ish  fleet,  have  been  captured  by  the  British. 

! Belzoni,  the  enterprizing  Egyptian  traveller,  died 
at  Benin,  on  his  way  to  Tombuctoo.  This  may  be 


extra  charge  of  three  dollars.  The  following  extract : called  a loss  to  the  world.  Belzoni  was  an  Italian  by 
from  the  prospectus  shews  why  we  have  placed  it  un-  ; birth — of  great  courage  and  enterprize — of  intelli- 
der  this  head.  gence  and  talent.  His  travels  and  researches  in  up- 

“As  we  purpose  to  be,  on  all  occasions,  perfectly ' per  and  lower  Egypt  are  valuable  and  interesting^ 
candid,  we  think  it  but  proper  to  state,  at  this  time,  and  when  he  was  prevented  by  the  Arabs  from  pass- 
that,  as  itrespects  the  different  candidates  for  the  pre-  ! ing  through  Morocco,  and  had  returned  to  Gibraltar, 
sidential  chair,  our  choice  is  decidedly  in  favor  of  he  there  stated  that  he  intended  to  visit  the  United 


Henry  Clay  whose  talents  and  genius  we  respect,  and  ; States,  and  walk  to  Columbia  river, 
whose  claims  to  the  high  office  to  which  so  many  are  ; had  carried  his  plan  into  execution. 


Would  that  he 
We  despair  of 


aspiring,  we  shall  endeavor  to  support;  but,  at  the  any  European  traveller  being  able  to  standLhe  horrid 
same  time,  with  that  temperance  and  courtesy  which  j climate  of  Africa,  except  by  many  years  of  residence, 
we  think  due  to  the  character  not  only  of  Mr.  Clay , j Cape  de  Vends.  It  is  stated  by  captain  Harris,  ar- 
butto  that  of  his  rivals,  and  which,  we  are  sure,  will  rived  at  New  York,  from  the  Cape  de  Verds,  that  the 
be  more  agreeable  to  all  than  the  rude  ribaldry  and  | people  there  were  in  great  affliction  in  consequence 
low  scurrility  in  which  some  have  indulged  in  pushing  : of  an  order  from  the  king  of  Portugal,  to  take  from 
forward  the  claims  of  their  favorite  candidate.  The  them  all  the  bibles  that  had  been  distributed  among 
principles  to  -which  Mr.  Clay  has  adhered,  in  the  whole  them  by  the  constitutionalists.  A fine  of  $500  and 


of  his  political  career,  are  precisely  those  we  shall 
maintain.  We  are  advocates  for  whatever  will  con 
duceto  the  prosperity  and  welfare  of  the  nation;  and 
the  leading  traits  of  Mr.  Clay's  political  life  have  been 


imprisonment,  was  the  penalty  for  detaining  one. 

Peru.  The  royal  flag,  by  a rising  of  the  prisoners 
and  the  sedition  of  a part  of  the  garrison,  floats  over 
the  fortresses  of  Callao!  This  happened  on  the  9th  Fe- 


those  of  deep  attachment  to  his  country,  and  to  what-  j bruary.  The  port  was  blockaded  by  the  Peruvian 
ever  would  promote  its  interests,  and  a strong  desire  squadron.  Bolivar  was  at  Truxillo,  about  90  miles  off. 


to  advance  the  cause  of  freedom,  and  to  protect  and 
Support  the  unalienable  rights  of  man.” 

FOREIGN  NEWS. 

The  holy  alliance,  it  is  reported,  intend  to  re-esta- 
blish the  order  of  the  knights  of  St.  John  of  Jerusa- 
lem, last  seated  at  Malta,  on  some  island  in  the  Ar- 
chipelago. 

Great  Britain  and  Ireland. — The  population  of  Lon- 
don, at  the  last  census,  was  1,274,000  and  it  is  said 
that  workmen  and  materials  cannot  be  had  for  the 
increasing  improvements. 

There  were  in  London  53  persons  under  sentence 
of  death — 6 of  whom  were  females;  all  convicted  at 
the  two  last  sessions. 


with  6 or  8000  men;  but  the  royalists  appear  to  be  in 
greater  force,  and  it  seems  most  probable  that  they 
will  succeed  in  reducing  the  republicans. 

Colombia.  The  British  commissioners  had  their 
first  formal  interview  with  the  vice  president  of  Co- 
lombia on  the  6th  of  March.  In  the  course  of  his 
address  on  this  occasion,  Mr.  Hamilton  expressed  a 
wish  that  this  mission  may  have  the  effect  of  esta- 
blishing a lasting,  alliance  between  the  two  countries. 

“Their  mutual  interests  require  this  compact,  and 
I confess  I perceive  no  obstacle  to  the  attainment  of 
so  desirable  an  object.” 

The  following  is  the  conclusion  of  his  address: 

“It  is  said,  sir,  that  France  desires  to  aid  Spain  in 
re-conquering  these  countries.  The  people  of  Co- 


France.  The  packet  ship  Marmion  arrived  at  New  j lombia  need  not  fear  an  invasion  of  this  nature,  since 
York  on  Saturday  last,  from  Havre  de  Grace.  She  J they  will  find  a firm  and  constant  friend  in  Great 
brought  no  news — excepting  the  strange  fact,  that  Britain.  I have  the  honor  to  present  to  your  excel- 
the  latest  loose  newspapers  were  taken  out  of  the  lency  a snuff-box,  on  the  part  of  his  Britannic  ma- 


-hip  by  order  of  government.  Their  contents,  or  what 
was  the  object  of  removing  them,  unknown. 

It  was  expected  at  Havre  that  La  Fayette  would 


• r>©n  embark  for  the  United  States  in  one  of  the  congress  should  sanction  his  acceptance  of  it 


jesty,  as  a testimony  of  his  esteem.” 

The  reply  of  the  vice  president  was  appropriate. 
But  he  declined  receiving  the  snuff-box,  until  the 
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Mexico  apparently  becoming  pretty  tranquil,  and 
the  la  vs  for  the  preservation  of  social  order  begin  to 
be  better  observpd.  Yucatan  has  joined  the  confe- 
deracy. 


General  Jackson  and  the  Tariff. 

From  the  Raleigh , [A".  C.]  Star. 

The  following  letter,  from  general  Jackson,  was  sent 
to  Dr.  L.  H.  Coleman,  of  Warrenton,  in  answer  to  1 
some  inquiries,  contained  in  a letter  addressed  by 
the  latter  to  the  former.  Similar  inquiries  having  1 
been  made  from  other  quarters,  the  general  states 
in  a note,  that  the  same  answer  had  been  returned 
to  them: 

“ Washington  city,  April  2Gth,  1824. 
‘•Sir:  1 have  had  the  honor,  this  day,  to  receive 
^rour  letter  of  the  21st  instant,  and,  with  candor, 
shall  reply  to  it.  My  name  has  been  brought  before 
the  nation  by  the  people  themselves,  without  any 
agency  of  mine;  for  I wish  it  not  to  be  forgotten  that 
I have  never  solicited  office;  nor,  when  called  up- 
on by  the  constituted  authorities,  have  ever  de- 
clined, where  I conceived  my  services  could  be  bene- 
ficial to  my  country.  But,  as  my  name  has  been 
brought  before  the  nation,  for  the  first  office  in  the 
gift  of  the  people,  it  is  incumbent  on  me,  when 
asked,  frankly  to  declare  my  opinion  upon  any  politi- 
cal nat  onal  question,  pending  before,  and  about 
which  the  country  lee/s  an  interest. 

“You  ask  me  my  opinion  on  the  tariff.  I answer, 
that  I am  in  favor  of  a judicious  examination  and  re- 
vision of  it;  and  so  far  as  the  tariff  bill  before, us  em- 
braces the  design  of  fostering,  protecting,  and  pre- 
serving within  ourselves  the  means  of  national  de- 
fence and  independence,  particularly  in  a state  of 
war,  I would  advocate  and  support  it.  The* experi- 
ence of  the  late  war  ought  to  teach  us  a lesson,  and 
one  never  to  be  forgotten.  If  our  liberty  and  repub- 
lican form  of  government,  procured  for  us  by  our  re- 
volutionary fathers,  are  worth  the  blood  and  trea- 
sure at  which  they  were  obtained,  it  surely,  is  our 
duty  to  protect  and  defend  them.  Can  there  be  an 
American  patriot,  who  saw  the  privations,  dangers 
and  difficulties  experienced  for  the  want  of  proper 
means  of  defence  during  the  last  war,  who  would  be 
willing  again  to  hazard  the  safety  of  our  country,  if 
embroiled;  or  to  rest  it  for  defence  on  the  precarious 
means  of  national  resource  to  be  derived  from  com- ; 
merce  in  a state  of  war  with  a maritime  power,  who 
might  destroy  that  commerce  to  prevent  us  obtaining 
the  means  of  defence,  and  thereby  subdue  us  ? I hope 
there  is  not;  and  if  there  is,  I am  sure  he  does  not 
deserve  to  enjoy  the  blessings  of  freedom  Heaven 
smiled  upon,  and  gave  us  liberty  and  independence. 
That  same  Providence  has  blessed  us  with  the  means 
of  national  independence  and  national  defence.  If 
we  omit  or  refuse  to  use  the  gifts  which  he  has  ex- 
tend- d to  us,  we  deserve  not  the  continuation  of  his 
blessings.  He  has  filled  our  mountains  and  our 
plains  with  minerals — with  lead,  iron,  and  copper; 
and  given  us  climate  and  soil  for  the  growing  of  hemp 
and  wool.  These  being  the  grand  materials  of  our 
national  defence,  they  ought  to  have  extended  to 
them  adequate  and  fair  protection,  that  our  own 
manufactories  and  laborers  may  be  placed  on  a fair 
competition  with  those  of  Europe,  and  that  we  may 
have,  within  our  country,  a supply  of  those  leading 
and  important  articles,  so  essential  in  war.  Beyond 
this,  I look  at  the  tariff  with  an  eye  to  the  proper  dis- 
tribution of  labor,  and  to  revenue;  and  with  a view 
to  discharge  our  national  debt.  I am  one  of  those  who 
do  not  believe  that  a national  debt  is  a national  bless- 
ing, but  rather  a curse  to  a republic;  inasmuch  as  it 
is  calculated  to  raise  around  the  administration  a 
monied  aristocracy,  dangerous  to  the  liberties  of  the 
chantry.  This  tariff— I mean  a judicious  one — pos- 


sesses more  fanciful  than  real  danger;  I will  ask, 
what  is  the  real  situation  of  the  agriculturist? 
Where  has  the  American  farmer  a market  for  his  sur- 
plus product?  Except  for  cotton,  he  has  neither  a 
foreign  or  home  market.  Does  not  this  clearly 
prove,  when  there  is  no  market  either  at  home  or 
abroad,  that  there  is  too  much  labor  employed  in  agri- 
culture; and  that  the  channels  for  labor  should  be 
multiplied?  Common  sense  points  out,  at  once,  the 
remedy.  Draw  from  agriculture  this  superabundant 
labor;  employ  it  in  mechanism  and  manufactures; 
thereby  creating  a home  market  for  your  bread-stuffs, 
and  distributing  labor  to  the  most  profitable  account; 
and  benefits  to  the  country  will  result.  Take  from 
agriculture,  in  the  United  States,  six  hundred  thous- 
and men,  women  and  children,  and  you  will  at  once 
give  a home  market  for  more  bread-stuffs  than  all 
Europe  now  furnishes  us.  In  short,  sir,  we  have 
been  too  long  subject  to  the  poiicy  of  the  British 
merchants.  It  is  time  that  wre  should  become  a little 
more  Americanized;  and,  instead  of  feeding  the  pau- 
pers and  laborers  of  England,  feed  our  own;  or  else, 
in  a short  time,  by  continuing  our  present  policy,  we 
shall  all  be  rendered  paupers  ourselves. 

It  is,  therefore,  my  opinion,  that  a careful  and  judi- 
cious tariff  is  much  wanted,  to  pay  our  national  debt, 

I and  afford  us  the  means  of  that  defence  within  our- 
selves, on  which  the  safety  of  our  country  and  liberty 
depends;  and  last,  though  not  least,  give  a proper  dis- 
tribution to  our  labor,  which  must  prove  beneficial 
to  the  happiness,  independence  and  wealth  of  the 
community. 

“This  is  a short  outline  of  my  opinions,  generally,, 
on  the  subject  of  your  inquiry,  and  believing  them 
correct,  and  calculated  to  further  the  prosperity  and 
happiness  of  my  country,  I declare  to  you,  I would 
not  barter  them  for  any  office  or  situation  of  a tempo- 
ral character,  that  could  be  given  me. 

“1  have  presented  you  my  opinions  freely,  because 
I am  without  concealment;  and  should,  indeed,  des- 
pise myself,  if  I could  believe  myself  capable  of  de- 
siring the  confidence  of  any,  by  means  so  ignoble. 

“I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient 
servant,  (Signed)  ANDREW  JACKSON. 

“Dr.  L.  H.  Coleman , Warrenton,  A*.  Carolina  S' 


Military  promotions. 

Adjutant  general’s  office, 
Washington,  May  28 th,  1824. 

ORDERS. 

The  following  promotions  and  appointments  in  the 
army,  have  been  made  by  the  president  of  the  Unit- 
ed States,  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  senate, 
since  the  publication, of  the  register  in  January  last: 

PROMOTIONS. 

First  regiment  of  artillery. 

1st  lieutenant  Edmund  Kirby,  to  be  captain,  IsL. 
May,  1824,  vice  Dallaba,  resigned. 

2d  lieutenant  Justin  Dimick,  to  be  1st  lieutenant  1st 
May,  1S24,  vice  Kirby,  promoted. 

2d  lieutenant  Daniel  Tyler,  to  be  1st  lieutenant  6th 
May,  1824,  vice  McNeil,  resigned. 

Brevet  second  lieutenant  Andrew  Kinnard,  to  be 
2d  lieutenant,  1st  July,  1823. 

Brevet  2d  lieutenant  John  FarlCv,  of  the  2d  artille- 
ry, to  be  2d  lieutenant,  1st  July,  1823. 

Second  reginmit  of  artillery. 

1st  lieutenant  N.  Baden,  brevet  captain,  to  be  cap- 
tain, 1st  April,  1824,  vice  Roach,  resigned.  - 

2d  lieutenant  W.  E.  Williams,  to  be  1st  lieutenant, 
1st  April  1824,  vice  Baden,  promoted. 

Brevet  2d  lieutenant,  R.  De  Treviile,  of  the  3d  ar- 
tillery, to  be  2d  lieutenant,  1st,  July,  1823. 

Fourth  regiment  of  artillery. 

Brevet  2d  lieutenant  Frederick  Searle,  of  the  1st 
artillery,  to  be  2d  lieutenant,  1«1  July,  1823. 
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Fourth  regiment  of  infantry. 

Captain  S.  Donoho,  brevet  major,  to  be  major,  1st 
May,  1324,  vice  Bradford  resigned. 

1st  lieutenant  William  Lear,  to  be  captain,  1st  of 
May,  1824,  vice  Donoho,  promoted. 

2d  lieutenant  George  Mountz,  to  be  1st  lieutenant, 
1st  May,  1824,  vice  Lear,  promoted. 

Fifth  regiment  of  infantry 


Laws  of  the  United  States. 

An  act  in  further  addition  to  “An  act  to  establish  «r 
uniform  rule  of  naturalization,  and  to  repeal  the 
acts  heretofore  passed  on  that  subject, 
j Be  it  enacted  by  the  senate  and  house  of  representor 
j tires  of  the  United  Slates  of  America  in  congress  assem - 

J F I Tliof  onr  anon  lioinnr  o fer.o  n’r.ito  norenn  onn 


i bled.  That  any  alien,  being  a free  white  person  and 
' a minor,  under  the  age  of  twenty-one  years,  who 


lstlieutenaut  Robert  A.  McCabe,  to  be  captain  1st : ^ ha^e  resided  in  lbe  Dniled  states  three  rears 

MS’,18!4’YIC.eTCaSSi.^,S1Inef  . . i »r  . + t next  preceding  his  arriving  at  the  age  of  twenty-one 

Sd  lieutenant  Joseph  M Baxley,  to  oe  lstl.et.tei.ant,  > Md  wh5  shall  have  continued  to  reside  there- 
lst  May,  18*4,  nee  McCabe  promoted.  fn  t0  the  time  he  may  make  application  to  be’admit- 

Seventh  regwi^Ucf  infantry.  ted  a citizen  thereof,  may,  after  he  arrives  at  the  age 

1st  lieutenant  John  Philbnck,  to  be  captain,  1st , twenty^ne  years,  and  after  he  shall  have  residld 
May  1S24,  vice  Jones,  resigned.  five  years  within  the  United  States,  including  the 

2d  lieutenant  Edgar  S.  Hawkins,  to  be  1st  lieuten-  ^ of  his  minoritv,  be  admitted  a citizen 


ant,  22d  January,  1S24,  vice  Hobkirk,  dismissed. 

2d  lieutenant  Charles  Thomas,  to  be  1st  lieutenant, 
1st  March,  1824,  vice  Bronaugh,  resigned. 

2d  lieutenant  James  Dawson,  to  be  1st  lieutenant, 
1st  May,  1824,  vice  Philbrick,  promoted. 


William  Macrea,  lieutenant  colonel,  2d  regiment 
artillery,  19th  April,  1814,  to  he  colonel  by  brevet,  to 
rank  19th  April,  IS 24,  for  ten  years’  faithful  service 
in  same  grade. 

Thomas  Hamilton,  captain,  5th  regiment  of  infan- 
try, 21st  February,  1814,  to  be  major  by  brevet,  to 
rank  21st  February,  1824,  for  ten  years’  faithful  ser- 
vice in  the  same  grade. 


of  the  United  States,  without  having  made  the  de- 
claration required  in  the  first  condition  of  the  first 
section  of  the  act  to  which  this  is  in  addition,  three 
years  previous  to  his  admission:  Provided,  such  alien 
shall  make  the  declaration  required  therein,  at  the 
time  of  his  or  her  admission:  and  shall  further  de- 


clare, on  oath,  and  prove,  to  the  satisfaction  of  the 
court,  that,  for  three  years  next  preceding,  it  has 
been  the  bona  fide  intention  of  such  alien  to  become 
a citizen  of  the  United  States;  and  shall, ^in  all  other 
respects,  comply  with  the  laws  in  regard  to  naturali- 
zation. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  futiher  enacted,  That  no  certifi- 
, r _ . , ja1  . . c cates  of  citizenship,  or  naturalization,  heretofore  ob- 

M.  M.  Payne,  captain,  4th i regimen  o ar  i e y,  ~ tained  from  any  court  of  record  within  the  United 
March  , 814,  to  be  major  by  brevet,  to  rank  2d  March,  g shall  Jdeemed  iaTalid  fa  COD5equeace  of  aB 

1S24,  for  ten  years’  faithful  serv.ee  in  same  grade.  omissi’on  t0  comply  with  the  ’requisition  of  the  first 
Hezekiah  Bradley,  captain  3d  regiment  of  infan-  section  of  the  act,  entitled  “An  act  relative  to  evi- 
try,  19th  April,  1S14,  to  be  major  by  brevet,  to  rank  dence  in  cases  of  naturalization,”  passed  the  twenty- 
19th  April,  1S24,  for  ten  years’ faithful  service  in  same  second  day  of  March,  one  thousand  eight  hundred 


grade. 

Alexander  R.  Thompson,  captain  2d  regiment  ofj 


and  sixteen. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted, 


ffiat  the  declara- 


infantry,  1st  May,  1814,  to  be  major  by  brevet,  to  tion  required  by  the  first  condition  specified  in  the 
rank  1st  May,  1824,  for  ten  years’  faithful  service  in  first  section  cf  the  act,  to  which  this  is  in  addition,, 
same  grade.  j shall,  if  the  same  has  been  bona  fide  made  before  the 

— j clerks  of  either  of  the  courts  in  the  said  condition 

John  Anderson,  topographical  engineer,  to  be  lieu-  named,  be  as  valid  as  if  it  had  been  made  before  the 


tenant  colonel  by  brevet,  from  12th  April,  1823,  hav- 
ing served  as  a brevet  major,  and  performed  the  ap- 
propriate duties  of  that  grade  for  ten  years  conti- 
nuously. 

Isaac  Roberdeau,  topographical  engineer,  to  he  j 
lieutenant  colonel  by  brevet,  from  29th  April,  1S23, 
having  served  as  a brevet  major,  and  performed  the 
appropriate  duties  of  that  grade  for  ten  years  conti- 
nuously. 

APPOINTMENTS. 

William  Steuben  Smith  to  be  paymaster,  22d  March, 


said  courts,  respectively. 

Sec.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  a declaration 
by  any  alien,  being  a free  white  person,  of  his  intend- 
ed application  to  he  admitted  a citizen  of  the  United 
States,  made  in  the  manner  and  form  prescribed  in 
the  first  condition  specified  in  the  first  section  of  the- 
act  to  which  this  is  in  addition,  two  years  before  his 
admission,  shall  be  a sufficient  compliance  with  said 
condition;  any  thing  in  the  said  act,  or  in  any  subse- 
quent act,  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 

Washington:  Approved,  May 26,  1S24. 


IS24. 

Edward  Macomb,  to  be  assistant  surgeon,  20lh 
January,  1824. 

George  P.  Todson,  to  be  assistant  surgeon,  20th 
January,  1824. 

James  G.  Percival,  to  be  assistant  surgeon,  4th 
March,  1824. 

Governeur  Morris,  late  cadet,  to  be  2d  lieutenant 
4th  regiment  of  infantry,  24th  May,  1824. 

Dudley  W.  Allanson,  late  cadet,  to  be  2d  lieutenant 
5th  regiment  of  infantry,  24th  May,  1324. 

Jasper  Macomb,  late  cadqt,  to  be  2d  lieutenant  7th 
regiment  of  infantry,  24th  May,  1824. 

The  general  in  chief  announces  the  foregoing  pro- 
motions and  appointments,  and  directs  the  officers 
promoted  to  report  for  duty  accordingly.  Those  ap- 
pointed have  received  special  orders  from  this  office. 

Bv  order  of  major  general  Brown. 

CH.  J.  NOURSE, 
Acting  adjutant  general. 


An  act  to  revive  and  extend  the  term  of  certain  pen- 
sions, which  have  expired  by  limitation. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  senate  and  house  of  representative s- 
of  the  United  States  of  America,  in  congress  assembled , 
That  the  pensions  heretofore  granted  and  paid  out  of 
the  privateer  pension  fund,  to  the  widows  and  orphans 
of  such  officers,  seamen  and  marines,  as  were  slaiD, 
or  died  in  consequence  of  wounds  or  casualties  receiv- 
ed while  in  the  line  of  their  duty,  on  board  the  pri- 
vate armed  ships  of  the  United  States,  and  the  terms 
for  the  payment  of  which  had  expired,  by  limitation, 
before  the  ninth  day  of  April,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twenty-four,  be.  and 
the  same  are  hereby  revived,  and  extended  to 
such  widows  and  orphans,  with  all  the  advantages, 
and  in  the  same  manner,  as  if  their  respective  terms 
had  not  expired;  subject  to  the  provisions,  restric- 
tions and  limitations  of  an  act,  passed  on  the  ninth 
day  of  April,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  twenty-four,  entitled  “An  act  ex- 
pending the  term  of  pensions  granted  to  persons  disa- 
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bled,  and  to  the  widows  and  orphans  of  those  who 
have  been  slain,  or  who  have  died  in  consequence  of 
wounds  or  casualties,  received  while  in  the  line  of 
their  duty,  on  board  the  private  armed  ships  of  the 
United  States  during,  the  late  war.” 

Washington:  Approved  May  26,  1S24. 

An  act  to  authorise  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  to 

exchange  a stock,  bearing  an  interest  of  four  and 

one  half  per  cent,  for  certain  stocks  bearing  an 

interest  of  six  per  cent. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  senate  and  house  of  representatives 
of  the  United  States  of  America  in  congress  assembled,  That 
the  president  of  the  United  States  be,  and  he  is  here- 
by, empowered  to  borrow,  on  or  before  the  first  day 
of  April  next,  on  the  credit  of  the  United  States,  a 
sam  not  exceeding  five  millions  of  dollars,  at  a rate 
of  interest,  payable  quarter  yearly,  not  exceeding 
four  and  one  half  per  centum  per  annum,  and  reim- 
burseablo  at  the  pleasure  of  the  government,  at  any 
time  after  the  thirty-first  day  of  December,  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty-one,  to  be  applied, 
in  addition  to  the  moneys  which  may  be  in  the  trea- 
sury at  the  time  of  borrowing  the -same,  to  pay  off 
and  discharge  such  part  of  the  six  percent,  stock  of 
the  United  States,  of  the  year  one  thousand  eight 
-hundred  and  twelve,  as  may  be  redeemable  after  the 
first  day  of  January  next. 

See.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  it  shall  be 
‘lawful  for  the  bank  of  the  United  States  to  lend  the 
.said  sum,  or  any  part  thereof;  and  it  is  hereby  fur- 
ther declared,  that  it  shall  be  deemed  a good  execu- 
tion of  the  said  power  to  borrow,  for  the  secretary  of 
•he  treasury,  with  the  approbation  of  the  president  of 
the  United  States,  to  cause  to  be  constituted  certifi- 
cates of  stock,  signed  by  the  register  of  the  treasury, 
or  by  a commissioner  of  loans,  for  the  whole,  or  for 
any  part  thereof,  bearing  an  interest,  not  exceeding 
four  and  one  half  per  centum  per  annum,  transfera- 
ble and  reimburseable  as  aforesaid,  and  to  cause  the 
said  certificates  of  stock  to  be  sold:  Provided,  That 
no  stock  be  sold  under  par. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  a subscrip- 
tion, to  the  amount  of  fifteen  millions  of  dollars,  of 
the  six  per  cent,  stock  of  the  year  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  thirteen,  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby, 
proposed;  for  which  purpose,  books  shall  be  opened 
tit  the  treasury  of  the  United  States,  and  at  the  seve- 
ral loan  offices,  on  the  first  day  of  July  next,  to  con- 
tinue open  until  the  first  day  of  October  thereafter, 
for  such  parts  of  the  abovementioned  description  of 
'took  as  shall,  on  the  day  of  subscription,  stand  on 
the  books  of  the  treasury,  and  on  those  of  the  several 
loan  offices,  respectively;  which  subscription  shall 
be  effected,  by  a transfer  to  the  United  States,  in  the 
manner  provided  by  law  for  such  transfers,  of  the 
credit  or  credits  standing  on  said  books,  and  by  a 
surrender  of  the  certificates  of  the  stock  so  sub- 
scribed. 

Sf.c.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That,  for  the 
whole  or  any  part  of  any  sum  which  shall  be  thus 
subscribed,  credits  shall  be  entered  to  the  respective 
subscribers,  who  shall  be  entitled  to  a certificate,  or 
certificates,  purporting  that  the  United  States  owe  to 
the  holder,  or  holders  thereof,  his,  her,  or  their  as- 
signs, a sum,  to  be  expressed  therein,  equal  to  the 
amount  of  the  principal  stock  thus  subscribed,  bear- 
ing an  interest  of  four  and  one  half  per  centum  per 
annum,  payable  quarterly,  from  the  thirtieth  day  of 
September,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twenty- 
lour,  transferrable  in  the  same  manner  as  is  provided 
by  law  for  the  transfer  of  the  stock  subscribed,  and 
subject  to  redemption,  at  the  pleasure  of  the  United 
States,  as  follows:  One  half  at  any  time  after  the 
thirty-first  day  of  December,  one  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred and  thirty-two,  and  the  remainder  at  any  time 
after  the  thirty-first  day  of  December,  one  thousand 


eight  hundred  and  thirty-three:  Provided,  That  no  re- 
imbursement shall  be  made,  except  for  the  whole 
amount  of  such  new  certificate,  nor  until  after  at 
least  six  months’  public  notice  of  such  intended  re- 
imbursement. And  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  se- 
cretary of  the  treasury  to  cause  to  be  re-transferred, 
to  the  respective  subscribers,  the  several  sums  by 
them  subscribed,  beyond  the  amount  of  the  certifi- 
cates of  five  per  cent,  stock,  issued  to  them,  respec- 
tively. 

Sec.  5.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  same  funds 
which  have  heretofore  been,  and  now  are,  pledged, 
by  law,  for  the  payment  of  the  interest,  and  for  the 
redemption*  or  reimbursement  of  the  stock  which  may 
be  created  or  subscribed  by  virtue  of  the  provisions  of 
the  act,  shall  remain  pledged,  in  like  manner,  for  the 
payment  of  the  interest  accruing  on  the  stock  creat- 
ed by  reason  of  such  subscription,  and  for  the  re- 
imbursement of  the  principal  of  the  same.  It  shall 
be  the  duty  of  the  commissioners  of  the  sinking  fund 
to  cause  to  be  applied  and  paid,  out  of  the  said  fund, 
yearly  and  every  year,  such  sum  and  sums  as  may  be 
annually  wanted  to  discharge  the  interest  accruing  on 
the  stock  which  may  be  created  by  virtue  of  this  act. 
The  said  commissioners  are  hereby  authorized  to  ap- 
ply, from  time  to  time,  such  sum  and  sums,  out  of  the 
said  funds,  as  they  may  think  proper,  towards  re- 
deeming, by  purchase  or  by  reimbursement,  in  con- 
formity with  the  provisions  of  this  act,  the  principal 
of  the  said  stock;  and  such  part  of  the  annual  sum  of 
ten  millions  of  dollars,  vested  by  law  in  the  said  com- 
missioners, as  maybe  necessary,  and  wanting,  for  the 
above  purposes,  shall  be,  and  continue,  appropriated 
to  the  payment  of  interest  and  redemption  of  the  pub- 
lic debt,  until  the  whole  of  the  stock  which  may  be 
created  under  the  provisions  of  this  act,  shall  have 
been  redeemed  or  reimbursed. 

Sec.  6.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  nothing  in  this 
act  contained  shall  be  construed,  in  anywise  to  alter, 
abridge,  or  impair,  the  rights  of  those  creditors  of  the 
United  States  who  shall  not  subscribe  to  the  loan  t© 
be  opened  by  virtue  of  this  act. 

Washington:  Approved, May  26,  1824. 


Spanish  claims.  From  the  National  Journal , of 
Wednesday  last.  The  commission,  under  the  eleventh 
article  of  the  treaty  of  1819,  for  the  liquidation  and 
adjustment  of  the  claims  of  our  citizens  against 
Spain,  elosed  their  labors  last  night.  The  limitation 
of  their  term  to  three  years,  has  necessarily  render- 
ed their  duties  arduous  in  the  extreme;  and  that  they 
have  fulfilled  them,  is  of  itself  the  highest  praise 
which  can  be  given  to  their  assiduity  and  attention; 
but,  when  it  is  considered  that  no  other  commission, 
in  which  the  United  States  have  been  concerned,5 
has  ever  been  so  limited,  and  that  no  other  has  ever 
had  before  them  such  a mass  of  business,  so  many 
and  such  varied  questions  of  importance  to  decide, 
in  relation  to  commercial,  municipal  and  national 
laws  and  usages,  the  fact  that  they  have  completed 
their  work  within  the  prescribed  period;  and,  as  far 
as  we  learn  from  report,  to  the  general  satisfaction 
of  the  numerous  individuals  who  have  been  before 
them,  is  honorable  alike  to  the  impartiality  and 
soundness  of  their  judgments  and  to  their  indefati- 
gable industry.  WTe  understand  that  the  report  of 
their  proceedings  was  handed  to  the  secretary  of 
state  yesterday,  together  with  a schedule  compris- 
ing the  names  of  the  individuals  to  whom  claims 
have  been  awarded,  and  the  several  sums  to, which 
each  is  entitled.  This  schedule  is  intended  to 
serve  as  a guide  to  the  treasury  department  in  the  pay- 
ment of  the  claims,  and  is  in  the  place  of  separate 
certificates  presented  to  the  claimants  themselves. 
Some  days  perhaps  must  necessarily  elapse,  before 
the  proper  arrangements  will  be  completed  for  the 
payment  of  the  awards,  of  which  no  doubt  due  no- 
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tic'e  will  be  given  to  those  concerned.  The  whole 
amount  of  claims  found  to  be  valid,  we  are  inform-  ! 
ed,  does  not  exceed  the  amount  stipulated  in  the  j 
treaty  by  more  than  about  four  hundred  and  fifty  | 
thousand  dollars,  so  that  the  reduction  will  not  be 
more  than  8 1-3  per  cent.  This  is  a more  favoura- 
ble result,  we  have  no  doubt,  than  any  of  the  claim- 
ants anticipated,  and  the  fact  speaks  strongly  in  praise 
of  the  sagacity  of  the  American  negociator. 

British,  capital.  A writer  in  the  British  Travel- 
ler, estimates  the  loans  which  have  been  negociated 
for  by  foreign  powers,  since  the  peace  of  1815,  at 

266.140.000  pounds  sterling.  Of  this  3#m,  capital 
stock  to  the  amount  of  91,380,000/.  is  now  held  in 
England.  The  American  stocks  now  held  in  England, 
are  stated  by  this  writer  to  be  IS, 600, 000,  or  nearly 
thirty-eight  million  dollars. 

Standing  armies.  A late  Metz^Gazette  states  the 
amount  of  the  military  forces  of  Europe  to  be 

2.500.000  men,  including  the  sea  and  land  forces- 
They  cost  annually  2,000,000,000,  of  francs,  while 
the  entire  territorial  revenue  of  Europe  does  not 
amount  to  more  than  1,S00,000,00G  francs.  About 
the  eightieth  part  of  the  population  of  Europe  is 
under  arms,  and  each  inhabitant  furnishes  about  ten 
francs  a year  for  the  support  of  this  mass  of  armed 
men,  and  yet  all  are  in  profound  peace! 

Messrs.  Crawford  and  Edwards.  From  the  Na- 
tional Intelligencer  of  June  8 — The  committee  of  inves- 
tigation met  yesterday,  pursuant  to  adjournment — 
present  all  the  members  except  Mr.  Randolph , of 
Virginia,  and  Mr.  Owen,  of  Alabama — the  former  of 
whom  is  gone  to  Europe,  and  the  latter  home.  No 
business  was  transacted  except  to  adopt  a general 
plan  of  proceeding  in  the  investigation.  At  the  re- 
quest of  Mr.  Edwards,  Langdon  Cheves,  of  Philadel- 
phia, and  Jonathan  Jennings,  a member  of  the  house 
®f  representatives,  from  Indiana,  have  been  sum- 
moned to  give  testimony  before  the  committee. 

From  the  same  of  June  9.  The  committee  of  inves- 
tigation again  met  yesterday,  and,  at  the  instance  of 
Mr.  Edwards,  took  the  testimony  of  the  hon.  Mr. 
Lloyd,  of  Massachusetts,  as  to  the  usage  of  banks  on 
the  subject  of  deposiles. 

The  committee  will  sit  every  day,  we  understand. 

[Mr.  Forsyth  attends  on  the  part  of  Mr.  Crawford, 
and  Mr.  Cook  for  Mr.  Edwards,  as  to  the  examina- 
tion of  witnesses  It  is  probable  that  the  committee 
will  sit  a considerable  time  before  they  will  be  en- 
abled to  close  the  matter  under  their  charge;  when 
it  is  closed,  we  shall  insert  so  much  concerning  it  as 
shall  appear  necessary.] 

Commercial  memorial.  A meeting  of  the  officers 
and  directors  of  several  of  the  insurance  companies 
of  New  York,  was  held  on  Friday,  on  the  subject  of 
the  recent  captures  of  American  vessels  off  Havana 
by  the  Colombian  vessel  of  war  Gen.  Santander.  A 
memorial  to  the  president  was  agreed  to,  and  sent  to 
the  seat  of  government,  representing  that  the  Gen. 
Santander  was  owned  and  fitted  out  at  a port  of  the 
United  States,  and  manned  principally  by  American 
citizens.  The  memorialists  recommend  to  the  pre- 
sident to  send  out  a vessel  of  "war  to  demand  of  the 
Colombian  government  the  restoration  of  the  pro- 
perty illegally  detained.  About  $70,000  of  Spanish 
property  on  board  of  said  vessels  is  insured  in  New 
York. 

It  appears  that  the  Mexicans  have  also  captured 
several  American  vessels,  and  condemned  them,  on 
the  plea  of  their  having  Spanish  property  on  board. 

Straits  of  Magellan.  The  schooner  Wasp,  of  New 
York,  capt.  Morrell,  is  said  to  be  the  first  Ame- 
rican vessel  that  has  passed  through  these  famous 


( straits.  The  passage  is  represented  as  beingsafe  ana 
i easy,  by  a strict  observance  of  certain  directions  laii 
j down,  and  the  Indians  on  the  shore  are  said  to  be 
i inoffensive. 

i 

A Serpent  of  an  enormous  size,  represented  to  be 
from  22  to  24  cubits  long,  is  said  to  have  appeared  at 
Brahmineetulhah,  north  of  Santipore,  in  the  East  in- 
dies. When  at  rest,  it  coils  itself  like  a wheel,  but 
when  disturbed,  it  stretches  itself  out  and  jumps  25 
or  30  cubits. 


CHRONICLE. 


Naval.  The  secretary  of  the  navy,  with  the  navy 
commissioners,  arrived  at  Norfolk  on  the  4th  inst.  on 
public  business,  they  ordered  the  fitting  out  of  the 
North  Carolina  74 — she  is  to  be  ready  for  sea  m 90 
days. 

New  York.  Amount  of  tonnage  of  vessels  entered 
from  New-Orleans,  Mobile,  and  Blakely,  at  the  cus- 
tom house,  (New  York),  during  the  month  of  May, 
1824,  viz. 

Registered  tonnage,  6606 

Enrolled  do.  2260 

Tons  8866 

Savannah , May  21. — It  will  be  recollected  that  the 
detachment  of  United  States’  troops  stationed  at  this 
post,  left  it  some  time  since,  it  appears  now,  for  the 
purpose  of  recruiting.  A representation  on  the  sub- 
ject having  been  forwarded  to  Mr.  Calhoun,  from 
the  city  council,  we  have  the  satisfaction  to  state, 
that  the  secretary,  with  the  utmost  promptitude,  has 
complied  with  their  wishes,  and  that  the  troops  will 
be  ordered  back,  to  remain,  at  any  rate,  during  the 
summer. 

Philemon  Gatewood , esq.  tvho  is  said  to  have  been 
the  oldest  officer  under  the  government  of  the  Unit- 
ed States,  one  excepted,  having  been  appointed  naval 
officer  in  1789,  which  he  held  to  the  day  of  his  death, 
departed  this  life  at  Norfolk  on  the  16th  ult.  aged  73 
years,  much  esteemed  for  his  public  and  private  de- 
portment. 

Illinois  wolves — A letter  from,  Illinois,  says,  ‘‘Phare 
just  returned  from  a wolf  hunt.  We  found  a w olf’s 
den,  and  caught  six  young  ones,  two  of  which  I am 
raising.  The  Indians  frequently  employ  wolves  in 
hunting,  instead  of  dogs.  You  may  smile  at  our 
amusements,  but  we  have  nothing  better,  and  habit 
renders  them  pleasant.” 

The  U.  S.  sloop  Peacock,  on  her  voyage  to  the.  Pa- 
cific, wras  struck  with  lightning  about  tne  20th  April 
last,  by  which  four  men  were  killed  and  several  se- 
verely injured.  The  fluid  appeared  to  strike  the  fore 
and  main  masts  at  the  same  time. 

Died,  at  New  York,  on  the  2nd  inst.  capt.  Samuel 
Evans,  of  the  navy  of  the  United  States,  having  rup- 
tured a blood  vessel  as  he  ascended  the  gang-w  ay  of 
the  Constitution,  on  whose  quarter  deck  he  expired. 

Fire  in  the  woods.  On  the  19th  ult.  a fire  broke  out 
in  the  woods  in  Suffolk  county,  New  York,  and  con- 
tinued several  days,  until  it  had  extended  over  near- 
ly 20,000  acres,  and  destroyed  as  much  timber  as 
wmuld  have  made  from  70  to  SO, 000  cords  of  wrood. 
It  swept  every  thing  clean  before  it.  4,000  cords  of 
wood,  put  up  for  market,  were  also  burnt. 

New  Hampshire.  The  legislature  met  and  counted 
the  votes  for  governor- — David  I.  Morrill,  though 
much  a-head  of  either  of  the  other  candidates,  wanted 
about  200  votes  of  a majority  of  the  wThole:  but 
when  the  members  baHotteu  he  wras  chosen,  146  to  64, 
given  to  Mr.  fVoodbury,  late  governor. 
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We  now  insert  a sketch  of  a debate  that  took  place 
in  the  house  of  representatives,  as  to  certain  furni- 
ture, &c.  of  the  president’s  house.  It  well  deserves 
preservation  as  a curiosity,  and  ought  to  be  publish- 
ed, as  shewing  the  ground  of  many  injurious  reports 
that  have  been  circulated  for  years  past,  which  now 
seem  to  be  put  to  rest  forever. 

Financial.  When  the  tariff  bill  was  on  its  third 
and  last  reading  in  the  senate,  general  Smith,  one  of 
the  senators  from  Maryland,  opposed  it,  because  he 
regarded  it  as  levying  additional  taxes  on  the  people — 
because  it  would  increase  the  revenue,  “when  we  do  not 
want  revenue ;”  and  he  took  up  one  item  after  another 
to  shew  the  additional  duties  which  each  would  pro- 
duce, and  arrived  as  at  a certain  conclusion,  that  the 
bill  w ould  surely  impose“a  perpetual  tax  of  $3,500,000 
per  annum,  on  the  people.”  That  it  would  increase 
the  revenue  though  we  did  not  need  an  increase,  is 
asserted,  in  one  shape  or  another,  perhaps  forty  or 
fifty  times  in  his  speech,  which  makes  less  than  two  ■ 
columns  in  the  “National  Intelligencer.” 

It  is  not  my  intention  to  say  any  thing  about  the  me- 
rits of  the  bill,  or  to  discuss  the  propriety  or  impro- 
priety ot  the  act  as  it  passed,  though  it  may  be  simply 
observed,  that,  until  the  bill  was  in  its  last  stage,  the 
strongest  ground  of  opposition  to  it  was — that  it  would 
destroy  the  revenue.  If  leisure  and  room  is  afforded,  I 
shall  publish  the  speech  of  some  gentleman  to  shew 
that  it  would  destroy,  and  add  the  general’s  to  demon- 
strate that  it  will  increase,  the  means  of  paying  the 
public  debt  of  the  United  States.  The  latter  is  an  ob- 
ject that  I have  much  at  heart;  for  I have  always 
thought  it  was  a public  curse — not  a “blessing,”  as  it 
i3  called  where  kings  reign  and  priests  have  dominion, 
by  force  of  arms. 

The  result  of  the  calculations  about  revenue,  even 
his  own,  as  chairman  of  the  committee  of  ways  and 
means  of  the  house  of  representatives,  I had  thought 
would  have  prevented  such  specifications  as  have  been 
offered  by  the  venerable  senator.  It  is  in  ample  proof, 
as  I shall  shew  below,  that  the  revenue  of  the  United 
States  depends  on  the  acts  of  other  nations — their 
misfortunes  or  their  crimes,  much  more  than  it  does 
on  acts  of  our  own;  for  this  plain  reason,  that  our 
ability  to  buy  rests  on  permission  to  sell,  and  that  on 
the  amount  of  our  purchases  depends  the  amount  of  our 
revenue.  If  Great  Britain,  for  instance,  will  agree  to 
receive  our  bread-stuffs,  the  revenue  will  increase;  if 
Cuba  and  Hayti  shall  refuse  to  admit  them,  it  will  de- 
cline. One  year  it  was  almost  40  millions — at  others 
it  yielded  less  than  ten  or  twelve.  So  recently  as  1819 
it  was  more  than  26  millions,  but  in  1822  less  than  15. 
There  is  no  certainty  in  it.  If  there  is  a brisk  demand 
and  a high  price  for  our  cotton,  bread-stuffs,  tobacco, 
bee.,  and  full  employment  and  liberal  freights  for  our 
ships,  it  is  very  pcpjble  that  the  new  tariff  may  add 
something  to  the  r<Wenue,  for  the  people  will  purchase 
; resh  goods  and  new  clothes,  fee.  as  their  means  are 
extended;  but  if  the  foreign  demand  for  our  commo- 
dities is  small,  and  the  prices  low  and  trade  is  dull,  it 
is  just  as  certain  that  the  revenue  will  be  diminished, 
though  general  S.  supposes  that  the  tariff  will  add  3£ 
millions  to  it.  But,  as  it  now  seems,  by  fair  calcula- 
tion, that  the  people  are  to  be  taxed,  and  to  pay  a lax, 
of  3,500,000  dollars  a year,  when  the  money  is  not 
wanted,  we  may  expect  that  new  loans  will  not  here- 
after be  demanded,  or  the  sinking  fund  invaded,  as  it 
has  been  every  year  since  1820— and  that,  if  the  reve- 
nue shall  fail,  it  will  not  be  attributed  to  the  tariff. 
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The  financial  operations  of  the  last  seven  years,  and 
the  prospect  held  out  of  the  seven  years  to  come, 
(judging  by  the  past),  are  well  worthy  of  serious  ob- 
servation and  remark — and  a short  notice  of  them 
cannot  fail  of  interesting  all  who  will  take  the  trou- 
ble to  understand  the  subject,  for  it  affords  us  many 
important  political  lessons — teaching  us  that  the 
wisest  heads  and  best  dispositions  to  arrive  at  truth, 
are  totally  at  fault,  when  the  ways  and  means  of  the 
nation  are  prospectively  spoken  of;  that  our  money 
matters  have  depended  and  must  depend  on  the  chap- 
ter of  accidents — and  that  we  may  often  expect  to 
pay  one  debt  by  making  another,  as  is  provided  for  in 
the  act  of  congress  of  the  last  session.  See  the  pre- 
ceding number  of  the  Register. 

In  the  treasury  report  of  1817,  the  secretary  inform- 
ed congress  and  the  nation,  that  the  surpluses  of  the 
sinking  fund,  from  the  year  1819  to  1825,  would  not 
only  redeem  the  debt  of  19  millions  payable  in  the  last 
year,  but  he  said  that  “the  whole  debt,  including  the 
5 per  cent,  stock,  will  be  extinguished  during  the  year 
1830,  except  the  3 per  cent,  stock,  which  is  not  re- 
deemable at  the  will  of  the  government.”  A repeal  of 
the  internal  taxes  was  recommended,  saying  “it  is 
not  presumed  that  taxes  will  be  imposed,  and  col- 
lected for  the  express  purpose  of  purchasing  the 
funded  debt  above  its  nominal  value,”  for  it  was  propos- 
ed in  this  report  that  purchases  should  be  made  at 
rates  above  par,  to  employ  the  surplus  monies  in  the  trea- 
sury, whereby  a “saving  to  the  nation  of  not  less  than. 
four  millions  of  dollars ,”  would  be  produced  between 
the  years  1821  and  1825! 

I have  no  desire  to  travel  through  the  subsequent 
treasury  reports,  to  point  out  the  enormous  financial 
errors  made  in  them,  and  also  conveyed  through  the 
annual  messages  of  the  president,  though  I shall 
briefly  refer  to  them. — Sufficient  is  it  to  gay,  that  in 
1818, ^the  secretary  suggested  the  necessity  of  a loan 
to  meet  the  ordinary  expenses,  or  the  imposition  of 
new  taxes,  and  spoke  of  the  want  ol  the  product  of 
those  which  had  been  repealed  in  the  preceding 
year,  at  his  own  suggestion.  In  1819,  a loan  was  di- 
rectly asked  for  and  granted,  to  the  amount  of  three 
millions,  and  it  was  proposed  to  divert  the  surpluses 
of  the  sinking  fund,  (which,  by  the  report  of  1817, 
were  to  do  such  great  things,)  to  the  payment  of  the 
current  expenses,  “if  allowable!”  The  report  of 
1820,  was  lugubrious  enough — a miserable  fragment 
of  the  Louisiana  debt  had  not  been  paid,  though  due, 
— but  the  surpluses  of  the  sinking  fund  were  used, 
and  the  balance  against  the  treasury  estimated  at 
$2,638,169!  And  it  was  stated,  that  the  balance 
against  the  same,  on  the  1st  Jan.  1822,  would  be 
7,451,586  dollars,  reduced,  however,  to  4,658,483  by 
a supplementary  report.  But  in  the  annual  estimates 
of  1821,  the  nation  was  congratulated  on  the  pros- 
pect of  getting  along  to  1825,  without  borrowing  more 
money,  or  imposing  new  taxes,  having  borrowed 
five  millions  for  the  service  of  the  year.  In  the  report  of 
1 822,  a “ judicious  revision  of  the  tarifi ” is  recommended  to 
increase  the  revenue,*  and  now,  instead  of  paying  off  the 

*It  may  be  well  to  remind  the  reader  that'the  com- 
mittee of  ways  and  means,  of  the  house  of  represen- 
tatives, reported  a bill,  in  1822,  to  amend  the  tariff, 
and  increase  the  duties  on  various  articles  to  the 
amount  fixed  by  the  late  act,  and  one  of  them,  the  tax 
on  iron,  in  bars  or  bolts,  was  placed  at  one  tenth  more 
than  it  now  stands  at.  The  committee  proposed  100 
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debt,  as  held  out  by  the  report  of  1817,  the  secretary 
sup  poses,  th  at exchanges  of  stocks  may  be  effected — that 
is,  that  new  debts  can  be  made  to  pay  ofFoId  ones.  The 
report  of  lastyear,  dated  Dec.  31,  IS23,  holds  o«t  a 
more  pi eas ant  prospect,  and  it  was  estimated  that  there 
then  was  in  the  treasui'y  the  sum  of  $6,446,369,  “after 
satisfying  all  the  appropriations  chargeable  upon  the 
means  of  1S23,”  and  it  was  proposed  that  the  7 per 
cent,  stock  should  be  purchased  at  certain  rates 
above  par,  (no  part,  or  a very  small  part  only,  of  the 
debt  being  redeemable  in  1824) — and  some  calcula-  , 
tions  were  offered  as  to  the  operations  of  the  year  1825,  ; 
in  which  $10,331,000  of  the  six  per  cent,  stock  pay-  1 
able,  it  is  supposed,  may  be  discharged  by  borrowing 
$5,331,000,  which  it  was  estimated  might  be  had  at  5 
per  cent.  But,  admitting  that  the  7 per  cent,  stock 
should  not  be  purchased  as  suggested,  the  balance  in  , 
the  treasury  on  the  first  day  of  January,  1825,  after  : 
satisfying  the  current  demands  of  1S24,  it  was  esti- 
mated  would  be  in  the  sum  of  $9,392,716. 

From  the  matters  here  stated  or  referred  to,  the  fol- 
lowing recapitulation  is  made  out,  to  shew  the  wide 
difference  between  calculation  and  fact. 

The  public  debt  on  the  1st  Jan  1817, 

was  115,807,805 

Deduct  cash  in  the  treasury  that  day  1 1,295,592 


$104,512,313 


The  estimated  amount  of  the  public 
debt,  on  the  1st  Jan.  1824,  is 
Deduct  estimated  balance  in  the  trea- 
sury, 1st  Jan.  1825 


90,177,692 

9,792,716 


Againstthe  U.  S.  Jan.  1825  *$80,384,972 

Whether  the  7 per  cent,  stock  above  spoken  of  is 
redeemed  or  not,  during  the  present  year,  it  will 
have  but  little  effect,  except  in  the  saving  of  a small 
sum  in  interest,  on  the  ways  and  means  of  the  go- 
vernment, or  the  demands  against  it,  on  the  1st. 
Jan.  1825— because,  if  that  stock  is  not  redeemed  this 
year,  the  money  will  be  in  the  treasury  to  pay  it  in 
the  next,  when  it  is  redeemable. 

The  result  is,  that  in  the  eight  years,  from  Jan. 

1 SI  7 to  Jan.  1825,  we  shall  have  redeemed  of  the  pub- 

was  opposed  by  the  whole  force  of  the  opponents  of 
the  bill  in  the  senate,  among  whom  was  the  chair- 
man of  the  committee  who  made  the  report  above 
alluded  to.  The  facts  were  mentioned  in  the  debate 
by  one  of  the  members,  probably  Mr.  Dickerson,  of 
New  Jersey,  and  produced  some  excitement:  but 
gen.  Smith  contended,  (as  I have  understood),  that, 
though  it  was  right  to  increase  the  duties  for  revenue , 
it  was  wrong  to  add  to  them  for  the  sake  of  protect- 
ing the  national  industry.  The  point  involved  is  not 
now  to  be  argued ; but  if  the  gentleman  will  refer  to  his 
own  votes,  on  not  less  than  fifty  occasions,  perhaps, 
when  commerce  was  the  subject,  he  will  find  that  he 
has  so  often  acted  on  the  opposite  principle.  He  was 
a '.chief  in  the  discriminatory  system,  &c.  so  much 
objected  to  by  southern  gentlemen  until  of  late  years, 
and  1 thought  that  his  views  of  the  case  were  just 
— being  willing  to  build  up  the  navigation  and  com- 
merce of  the  country  by  the  creation  of  a “monopo- 
ly” in  favor  of  our  ship-owners  and  merchants,  and 
such  teas  the  effect  of  our  laics:  but  how,  it  is  “legiti- 
mate” to  do  for  my  next  door  neighbor,  a rich  mer- 
chant, that  which  it  is  not  lawful  to  do  for  me,  a 
mechanic.  I have  yet  to  learn. — I guess  that  I am  as 
much  a citizen  of  the  United  States  as  he  is,  and 
equally  entitled  to  a place  and  protection  under  the 
wings  of  the  American  Eagle. 

* j his  does  not  include  the  amount  since  borrowed 
to  satisfy  claims  under  the  Florida  treaty — 5,000,000: 
which  also  is  excluded  from  the  items  that  follow, 
being  separate  and  specific  in  itself. 


lie  debt,  or  acquired  ability  to  pay  off  the  same,  in  thd 
sum  of  $24,107,341 — or  at  the  rate  of  three  millions 
a year,  in  a time  of  profound  peace,  and,  as  some 
have  said,  of  great  prosperity. 

Let  us  refer  again  to  the  calculations  of  1817.  In 
his  report  of  the  5th  Dec.  in  that  year,  the  secretary 
said — 

“During,  the  year  1825,  the  exchanged  six  per  cent  ■ 
stock,  the  six  per  cent,  of  1812,  and  the  stock  cre- 
ated by  funding  treasury  notes,  amounting  together 
to  18,895,456  23,  will  be  redeemable.  To  the  re- 
demption of  the  whole  of  this  stock  within  that  year. 
the  sinking  fund,  by  the  aid  of  its  surpluses,  will  not  only 
be  entirely  adequate,  but  icill  be  amply  sufficient  to  re- 
deem the  remainder  of  the  public  debt,  at  the  several  pe- 
riods at  which  the  different  stocks  of  which  it  is  com- 
posed become  redeemable.  The  wrhole  debt,  includ- 
ing the  five  per  cent . stock,  will  be  extinguished  during 
the  year  1830,  except  the  three  percent,  stock,  which- 
is  not  redeemable  ht  the  will  of  the  government.” 
The  “five  per  cent,  stock”  mentioned,  is  our  sub- 
scription of  7,000,000,  to  the  bank  of  the  United 
States — even  this,  we  see,  was  to  be  paid  off  in  1830^ 
simply  because  we  should  not  owe  any  other  debts 
that  we  could  pay: — all  would  be  paid,  in  1830,  except 
the  3 percents,  which  are  “not redeemable  at  the  will 
of  the  government.”  . 

The  debt  of  the  United  States  on  the  1st 
day  of  January,  1817,  as  above  stated, 
amounted  to  115,807,805 

Deduct  the  then  3 per  cents.  16,158,180 

— 99,649,625' 

On  the  1st  Jan.  1824,  it  was  90,177,692 
Deduct  the  3 per  cents,  yet  un- 
paid 13,296,231 

76,881,461 


And  we  have  really  paid  $22,768,164 

Or  about  3J  millions  a year  for  the  seven  years  ac- 
tually passed,  at  the  commencement  of  ivhich  we  had 
1 1 ,295,592  dollars  in  the  treasury.  But,  on  the  1st.  Jan. 
1824,  we  had  only  6,466,969  dollars  on  hand,  and  so’ 
there  was  an  actual  reduction  of  debt,  or  acquisition 
of  means,  only  in  tbe  sum  of  $17,939,541.  Thus — 
Less  amount  of  debt  22,768,164 

Cash  on  hand,  Jan.  1817  ( deducted ) 11,295,592 


ditto, 


11,472,572 
Jan.  1824,  added  6,466,869 


$17,939,541 

Which  gives  a rate  of  actual  reduction  of  debt  or 
increase  of  means,  of  no  more  than  2,570,000  per 
annum,  for  the  average  of  the  seven  years  mentioned. 

The  debt  payable,  tbe  whole  of  which  the  secretary 
told  us  in  1817  would  be  so  easily  paid  off  by  the  sur- 
pluses of  the  sinking  fund,  &c.  in  1830,  except  the  3 
per  cents,  as  shewn  above,  now  amounts  to  76, SSI, 461. 

If  we  are  as  prosperous  in  the  current  seven  years, 
commencing  1st  Jan.  1824  and  ending  with  the  year 
1830,  as  we  were  in  the  last,  we  shall  have  means  to 
pay  of  the  public  debt  2,570,000  dollars  a year — 
Seven  years  at  2,570,000,  is  17,990,000 
Add  for  savings  of  interest — say  2,010,000 


And  we  have  the  round  sum  of  20,000,000 
Which  deducted  from  the  76,881,461,  exhibits  the 
probable  fact,  that,  on  the  last  day  of  Dec.  1830,  we 
shall  owe  the  sum  of  fifty-seven  millions  of  dollars,, 
or  exactly  56,881  ,461,  MORE  than  it  was  cal- 
culated that  we  should,  notwithstanding  we  have  had 
and  probably  shall  have,  uninterrupted  peace,  and  so  much 
has  been  officially  said  of  the  prosperity  of  the  country! 

No  one  entertains  an  idea  at  this  time  that  the  debt 
will  be  paid  off  in  1830.  Indeed,  the  law  passed  at  the. 
late  session  and  published  in  the  last  Register,  au- 
thorizes the  borrowing  of  5,000,000,  not  payable  till 
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the  1st  Jan.  1332,  to  aid  the  means  of  1825;  and  fur- 
'< her  proposes  what  is  called  a “subscription”  of  the 
i per  cent,  stock  of  1813,  of  fifteen  millions  more,  or 
an  exchange  of  stocks — the  creation  of  anew  debt  of 
that  amount  to  payoff  other  debts,  the  half  of  which 
fifteen  millions  are  not  to  be  redeemable  until  the  1st 
Jan.  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty-four! 

The  calculations  of  the  committee  of  ways  and 
means  of  the  house  of  representatives,  were  just  as 
erroneous  as  those  of  the  secretary  of  the  treasury. 
In  their  report  of  April  10,  1320,  they  declared,  that 
the  surpluses  of  the  sinking  fund  in  1S20,  1821, 1822, 
(823  and  1S24,  after  paying  the  interest  on  the  pub- 
lic debt,  and  redeeming  all  such  parts  of  the  debt  as  were 
redeemable  during  that  period,  would  leave  a balance  of 
2 1,342, 05S  dollars  unemployed,  and  they  recommend- 
ed the  use  of  the  surplus  of  that  year,  “ deprecating  a 
.recurrence  to  a like  result  in  future  years .”  The  surplus 
was  used  thatyear,  and  has  been  used  every  year  since! 
and  besides,  we  have  added  six  millions  [the  stocks  of 
1820  and  1821]  to  the  items  of  our  debt,  instead  of  re- 
deeming all  that  was  reimbursable,  and  the  21  mil- 
lions of  a “surplus”  is  to  be  found  only  in  the  re- 
port— not  even  in  paper,  but  on  paper.  So  the  commit- 
tee, as  to  the  operations  of  the  five  years  above  given, 
were  mistaken  in  the  small  sum  of  27,342,058  dollars, 
less  any  actual  reductions  of  debt  that  may  take  place 
in  the  current  year — 1824,  in  which  it  is  said  that  the 
7 per  cents  will  be  paid  off.  Their  amount  is  about  8-£ 
millions.  We  shall  see,  at  the  end  of  the  year,  whe- 
ther the  whole  is  paid  or  not. 

But  this  article  has  already  extended  to  an  unrea- 
sonable length,  and  enough  has  been  said  and  put 
down  in  figures,  from  official  papers,  to  shew  th  e value 
•f  speculations  on  the  ways  and  means  of  the  United 
States,  dependent  as  they  are  on  the  amount  receiv- 
ed from  duties  on  imports — the  product  of  these, 
and  by  acts  over  which  we  have  no  manner  of  control,  be- 
ing just  as  uncertain  as  the  winds  and  waves  that  waft 
the  goods  to  our  shores. 

Mr.  Adams  on  interval  improvements.  The  Ohio 
•National  Crisis ” gives  the  following  as  the  opinion 
of  Mr.  John  Quincy  Adams  on  the  subject  of  in- 
fernal improvements.  It  is  clear  and  decisive. 

“The  question  of  the  power  of  congress  to  autho- 
rize the  making  of  internal  improvements,  is,  in  other 
words,  a question  whether  the  people  of  this  union, 
in  forming  their  common  social  compact,  as  avowedly 
for  the  purpose  of  promoting  their  general  welfare, 
have  performed  their  work  in  a manner  so  ineffably 
stupid,  as  to  deny  themselves  the  means  of  bettering 
their  own  condition.  I have  too  much  respect  for 
the  intellect  of  my  country  to  believe  it.  The  first 
object  of  human  association  is  the  improvement  of 
:he  condition  of  the  associated.  Roads  and  canals 
are  among  the  most  essential  means  of  improving  the 
condition  of  nations;  and  a people,  which  should  de- 
liberately, by  the  organization  of  its  authorized  pow- 
er, deprive  itself  of  the  faculty  of  multiplying  its  own 
blessings,  would  be  as  wise  as  a creator  who  should 
undertake  to  constitute  a human  being  without  a 
heart.” 

I'CU^The  “Richmond  Enquirer”  inserts  the  pre- 
ceding article,  and  the  editor  attacks  Mr.  Adams,  with 
inis  accustomed  zeal,  for  being  opposed  to  the  doc- 
trines of  what  is  commonly  called  the  “Virginia 
school,”  as  to  the  interpretation  of  the  constitution 
of  the  United  States;  and  he  notices  Mr.  Madison’s 
report,  adopted  by  the  legislature  of  that  slate  in 
1800,  and  Mr.  Monroe’s  declaration  of  his  opinion,  in 
respect  to  internal  improvements  in  1817,  as  not  be- 
ing “ineffably  stupid,”  &c.  but  he  is  not  pleased  to 
remember  that  the  first  signed  the  act  to  incorporate 
the  bank  of  the  United  States,  and  that  the  latter  ap- 
proved of  a bill  passed  atthe  last  session  of  congress, ; 


i as  to  surveys,  &c.  which  was  opposed  by  all  tho 
“Virginia  school,”  and  the  editor  of  the  “Enquirer’’ 
himself,  as  being  unconstitutional.  Surely,  he  musts* 

. recollect  some  of  the  ten-column-speeches  that  ho 
published  against  it.*  As  to  the  former,  my  opinions 
wrere  the  same  as  those  now  held  by  Mr.  Ritchie,  long 
before  the  “Enquirer”  was  established;  but,  in  re- 
spect to  the  latter  we  have  always  disagreed,  as  i$ 
familiar  to  many  of  the  readers  of  the  “Register.” 

With  the  stand  that  it  has  taken,  the  “Enquirer” 
will  find  it  very  difficult  to  select  a suitable  candidate 
for  the  presidency,  unless  a present  citizen  of  Vir- 
ginia, and  a master  in  her  “sehool.”  On  the  27th  April 
last,  Mr.  Ritchie  proclaimed  the  fact  that  George  Clin - 
ton,  by  his  casting  vote  against  the  renewal  of  the 
charter  of  the  old  bank,  “ saved  the  constitution  of  his 
country ” — but  Mr.  Craivford  voted  on  the  other  side, 
and  so  desired  to  destroy,  if  the  other  so  acted  to  save  it . 
Mr.  Clay  and  general  Jackson f are  well  known  friends 
of  internal  improvements — the  first  is  at  the  head  of 
the  opponents  of  the  “Virginia  school”  in  this  respect; 
and  now  Mr.  Adams  appears  to  be  on  the  same  side! 
The  only  chance  left  is  to  propose  an  entire  new  can- 
didate— for  Mr.  Calhoun,  who  was  so  well  thought  of 
by  many  for  the  presidency,  and  will,  probably,  be 
our  vice  president,  has  the  like  “erroneous  view's  of 
things.” 

Spanish  claims.  It  is  stated  that  two  millions,  oti 
account  of  those  claims,  were  paid  during  the  last 
week.  This  promptitude  is  praise-worthy.  Of  the 
five  millions  it  is  said  that  the  merchants  and  under- 
writers of  Baltimore  will  receive  about  600,000  dells. 

The  western  waters.  The  steam  boat  Phoenix? 
owned  at  Pittsburg,  lately  made  the  voyage  from  New 
Orleans  to  Shippingport,  in  the  very  short  space  of  II 
days  and  2^  hours — said  to  be  the  shortest  passage  by 
12  hours  that  ever  was  made.  She  left  New  Orleans 
ondhe  19th  May,  at  1 o’clock  P.  M.  and  arrived  at 
Shippingport  on  the  30th  at  half  past  three  o’clock — • 
though  she  stopped  frequently  to  land  passengers,  &c- 

The  navigation  of  our  mighty  rivers  of  the  west  is 
improving,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  late  act  of  con- 
gress will  be  sufficient,  at  least,  to  make  experiments 
as  to  the  removal  of  snags,  sawyers  and  sand  banks, 
by  which  the  commerce  carried  on  them  will  be  ren- 
dered more  safe  as  well  as  more  expeditious;  but,  in- 
deed, the  risk  cannot  be  great,  for  the  Louisville  Insur- 
ance Company  will  underwrite  the  safety  of  the 
voyage,  to  or  from  N.  Orleans,  for  the  very  low  pre- 
mium of  from  one  to  one  and  one  half  percent,  according 
to  the  state  of  the  rivers  and  the  solidity  of  the  con- 
veyance. 


*This  phrase  is  not  used  disrespectfully  to  the  speak-* 
ers,  but  simply  to  shew  how  strange  it  is  that  the  edi- 
tor of  the  “Enquirer”  has  forgotten  the  matter.  At 
the  head  of  the  “Virginia  sehool”  in  congress,  is  the 
able  and  amiable  Mr.  P.  P.  Barbour,  whose  speech 
on  the  bill  referred  to,  is  inserted  in  the  last  volume  of 
the  “Register,”  page  393.  He  fully  accorded  with 
the  views  of  the  committee  that  reported  the  bill  as  to* 
the  importance  of  the  object — but  contended  that  con- 
gress was  not  possessed  of  the  constitutional  powder  to 
pass  such  a bill;  which  he  endeavored  to  demonstrate 
in  a masterly  argument  of  considerable  length. 

fThere  is  a sentiment  in  Mr.  Adams’  opinion  that! 
exactly  corresponds  in  its  principle,  with  one  avowed 
by  general  Jackson,  when  another  subject  was  spoken 
of.  It  was  said  to  him  that  a tariff,  with  the  view  to  an 
encouragement  of  domestic  industry,  would  be  oppos- 
ed on  constitutional  grounds.  “What,”  returned  he, 
“will  any  one  pretend  to  say  that  the  government  of 
this  country  has  not  power  to  promote  or  preserve  tke 
independence  of  the  country?” 
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Insurance  on  houses , ships , and  other  property.  When 
we  see  the  very  reasonable  rates  at  which  the  differ- 
ent insurance  companies  will  take  upon  themselves 
the  risk  of  loss  or  damage  by  fire,  water,  wind,  &c. 
it  is  not  a little  surprising  that  persons  are  so  inatten- 
tive to  their  own  self-preservation;  and,  if  the  prac-  I 
tice  of  insurance  was  to  become  general,  the  compe- 
tition among  the  offices  would  reduce  the  premium  to  j 
such  a trifie  that  no  one  would  feel  it.  I was  much 
struck  with  a remark  on  this  subject,  made  some 
time  since  by  a friend,  when  we  were  speaking  of  a 
loss  that  had  just  before  occurred  by  fire:  “I  was 
called  upon,  said  he,  to  assist  the  sufferer,  and  I con- 
tributed my  mite,  though  I did  not  think  it  fair  that  1 1 
should  give  anything — because  I have  paid  insurance  j 
on  my  own  house  for  twenty-five  years  past,  and  the 
person  who  has  now  lost  his  had  the  same  opportu- 
nity and  inducement  to  protect  himself  that  I had.” 

The  journey,  from  Boston  to  Washington,  com- 
plete, was  ended,  a few  days  since,  in  the  space  of  se- 
venty one  hours  and  a half , from  city  to  city. 

Money.  The  following  items  may  shew  the  prac- 
ticability of  the  projected  saving,  spoken  of  in  the 
last  Register. 

The  Pennsylvania  state  loan  of  220,000  dollars,  au- 
thorized by  an  act  of  the  last  legislature,  has  been 
taken  by  the  bank  of  Pennsylvania,  at  a premium  of 
three  dollars  and  eighty  cents  on  every  hundred  dol- 
lars. The  rate  of  interest  is  five  per  cent,  per  annum. 

The  Boston  city  loan  of  $55,000,  for  ten  years,  at  an 
interest  of  four  per  cent,  per  annum,  payable  quarter- 
ly, was  sold  on  Wednesday  in  parcels,  at  96 J to  94 J. 
The  average  rate  was  $94  42. 

Canada.  “The  Colonial  Advocate,”  published  at 
Queenston,  says — “The  American  cottons,  goods, 
horses,  wagons,  cash,  furniture  and  other  property, 
which  have  been  imported  within  the  last  two  weeks, 
by  settlers,  merchants  and  others,  at  Queenston,  will, 
we  nave  reason  to  believe,  not  fall  short  of  fifteen 
thousand  dollars  in  value.  We  do  not  include  con- 
traband goods;  they  come  during  the  night:  we  only 
state  the  transactions  of  the  visible  world. 

New  York  canal  tolls. — We  have  occasionally 
noted  the  great  trade  which  is  prosecuted  upon  the 
canals  of  New  York.  The  navigation  of  the  canals 
commenced  on  the  5th  May;  and,  from  that  period  to 
the  first  day  of  June,  the  sum  received  at  Albany 
alone,  for  tolls,  and  paid  into  the  state  treasury, 
amounted  to  17,738  dollars. 

It  is  estimated  in  the  “Utica  Sentinel,”  that  the 
whole  receipts  are  more  than  seventy  thousand  dollars! 


in  the  new  edifice.  The  old  buildings  were  not  in- 
jured, and  the  students  possess  their  former  accom- 
modations, and  will  pursue  their  studies  as  hereto- 
fore. It  is  probable  that  the  building  destroyed  will 
be  rebuilt  or  repaired,  as  a disposition  is  shewn  pow- 
erfully to  assist  the  much  esteemed  principal  or  pre- 
sident of  it — $1,408  were  subscribed  in  the  village  in 
one  day,  and  one  thousand  dollars  of  it  paid  over  the 
next  day  to  the  president,  in  cash. 

Surgeons  in  the  navy.  We  understand,,  (says  a 
Philadelphia 'paper),  that  the  following  gentlemen, 
surgeons  in  the  navy,  have  been  constituted  a board 
for  the  examination  of  surgeons’  mates,  preparatory 
to  their  promotion  to  the  rank  of  surgeons: — 

Drs.  Edward  Cutbush,  Samuel  B.  Marshall,  Wil- 
liam P.  C.  Barton,  Thomas  Harris  and  Bailey  Wash- 
ington. 

They  will  meet  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia  on  the 
14th  inst.  It  is  understood  that  their  attention  will  be 
directed  to  moral  character,  and  scientific  and  pro- 
fessional attainments. 

We  also  learn  that  the  board  is  authorized  to  exa- 
mine applicants  for  commissions  as  surgeons’ mates, 
and  report  upon  their  fitness. 

Silver  mine.  Several  gentlemen  have  recently 
formed  an  association  and  commenced  operations  for 
working  what  is  commonly  called  the  Old  Silver  Mine, 
in  Sing  Sing,  Westchester  county,  N.  Y.  At  the  com- 
mencement of  the  revolutionary  war,  a number  of 
miners,  (say  about  twenty),  were  employed  in  this 
mine,  under  the  superintendence  of  col.  James,  a Bri- 
itish  officer. 

He  was  prevented  from  prosecuting  the  undertak- 
ing by  a peremptory  order  of  our  government,  in  con*' 
sequence  of  being  the  subject  of  a sovereign  with 
whom  we  were  at  war.  This  order  was  issued  a short 
time  after  the  battle  of  Bunker’s  Hill.  From  the 
want  of  the  necessary  skill,  knowledge  and  capital, 
united  in  the  same  individuals,  it  has  remained  till 
within  a short  time,  in  a great  measure  neglected. 
The  incompetence  of  foreigners  to  acquire  the  fee 
simple  of  mines  had  been  an  additional  obstacle  in 
the  way  of  those,  whose  skill  and  experience  was  es- 
sentially requisite  to  the  developement  of  the  riches 
of  this  mine. 

There  is  every  reason  to  believe,  from  facts  stated 
by  men  of  known  integrity,  originally  employed  in 
the  same,  that  it  is  a mine  of  the  richest  kind,  and  no 
doubt  will  bountifully  reward  those  gentlemen  who 
are  now  engaged  in  opening  it. 

Thus  every  day  brings  to  public  light  some  new 
evidences  of  the  inexhaustible  resources  of  our  coun- 
try.— JV*.  Y.  Statesman. 


Pennsylvania.  The  improvements  of  the  naviga- 
tion of  the  Schuylkill,  as  well  as  the  canal  into  the 
“coal  region,”  will  be  navigable  about  the  1st  of  Sept, 
next.  It  is  supposed  that,  in  less  than  three  years, 
more  than  5,000,000  bushels  of  coal  will  annually  pass 
to  Philadelphia,  for  the  supply  of  that  city  and  other 
places  adjacent. 

Maryland.  The  noble  college  edifice  recently 
erected  at  Emmitsburg,  in  this  state,  was  consumed 
by  fire  on  the  night  of  the  6th  instant,  and  there  ap- 
pears every  reason  to  believe  that  it  was  the  work  of 
an  incendiary,  for  the  discovery  of  whom  a reward  of 
$200  is  offered. 

The  building  was  95  feet  long,  50  wide,  and  3 stories 
hio-h — not  yet  completed,  but  would  have  been  finish- 
ed°in  a few  weeks,  at  the  expense  of  about  $16,000, 
the  product  of  many  years  perseverance.  The  re- 
spectable seminary  at  this  place,  known  by  the  name 
of  “Mount  St.  Mary’s,”  has  existed  for  more  than  14 
years,  and  the  earnings  of  all  that  time  were  vested 


A rattle  snake.  Last  year  a rattlesnake  was  kill- 
ed on  Bullard’s  plains,  in  the  parish  of  Feliciana, 
which  had  not  less  than  137  rattles.  If  the  generally 
received  opinion,  that  the  number  of  rattles  denote 
the  age  of  this  species  of  the  serpentine  race  be  cor- 
rect, the  snake  must  have  been  as  many  years  old  as 
it  had  rattles.  The  oldest  inhabitants  of  that  section 
of  our  state,  had  never  previously  seen  one  with  more 
than  40  rattles.  The  longevity  of  the  rattle  snake, 
probably  depends  on  the  nature  of  the  soil  and  cli- 
mate in  which  the  creature  sojourns.  The  rattle 
snake  alluded  to  was  perhaps  entitled  to  a pre-emp- 
tion right  from  the  land  commissioners  at  St.  Helena 
court  house,  as  the  first  settler  of  Bullard’s  plains. 
Louisiana  Jldv. 

Interior  trade.  St.  Charles , Missouri,  May  13 — We 
have  been  politely  favored  with  the  perusal  of  a let- 
ter from  a gentleman  in  Franklin  to  the  secretary  of 
state  in  this  place,  representing  that  the  governor  of 
the  province  of  New  Mexico  had  despatched  a special 
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messenger  to  the  Council  Bluffs,  to  apprise  the  com- 
mandant of  that  post  he  should  arrive  there  on  or  be- 
fore the  10th  day  of  June  next,  with  fifteen  hundred 
men.  “His  object,  as  we  understand  from  the  ex- 
press, is  to  make  an  impression  on  the  indians  be- 
tween this  place  (Franklin)  and  Santa  Fe,  to  secure 
the  trade  and  facilitate  the  intercourse  between  the 
two  countries.”  A friendly  intercourse  between 
Missouri  and  Santa  Fe,  is  of  much  importance  to  our 
-citizens;  and  we  hope  great  care  will  be  taken  to  se- 
cure and  place  it  on  a safe  foundation.  There  is  much 
wealth  to  be  drawn  from  this  source,  and  perhaps  the 
way  may  be  opened  for  that  laudable  enterprise, 
which  has  been  prevented  from  ascending  the  Missou- 
ri, to  draw  from  the  bosom  of  the  wilderness  an  im- 
mense wealth  which  now  must  be  left  to  grow  and 
perish  where  it  grows,  or  be  gathered  by  the  citi- 
zens of  some  other  government,  to  the  great  loss  of 
Missouri. 

British  navy  and  ship  building. — The  London 
Monthly  Magazine  for  May,  received  by  Wilder  and 
Campbell,  contains  an  article  from  John  Burridge, 
On  “naval  dry  rot,”  in  which  we  find  a statement 
that  will  astonish  every  one.  It  is  asserted  that  all 
the  British  navy  has  been  consumed,  since  the  ■ peace , except 
seventy-one  ships , or,  in  other  words,  that  nine  hundred 
and  sixty-nine  vessels  were  broken  up,  sold,  con- 
demned, &c.  between  1814  and  1820. 

The  same  writer  observes  that  the  decline  of  Bri- 
tish ship  building  is  monstrously  alarming.  In  the 
year  1818,  he  states,  there  were  1059  ships  built,  of 
104,366  tons;  and  in  1822,  only  723  ships  built,  of 
62,534  tons — not  much  above  one-half  the  tonnage 
actually  built  four  years  before.  The  number  of 
merchantmen  and  tonnage  employed,  however,  is 
about  the  same  as  it  was  four  years  ago,  which  proves 
that  ship  building  in  the  colonies  must  have  been  great- 
ly extended. — New  York  Statesman. 


Revenue  of  France.  The  thirty-two  millions  of 
pounds  sterling  of  French  revenue,  are  produced  by 
the  five  following  heads  of  taxes: 

1.  The  land  tax,  11,400,000?. 

2.  Customs  and  excise  11,100,000 

3.  Stamps,  6,500,000 

4.  House  (or  moveable  tax,)  1,700,000 

5.  Shop  tax  1,300,000 


32,000,000?. 


A great  convenience. -^-We  have  heretofore  advo- 
cated the  offering  of  a premium  to  the  inventor  of 
the  best  contrivance,  for  transporting  fresh  butter  to 
market,  from  any  distance  by  land  or  water.  This  de- 
sirable object  has  now  been  accomplished  by  Mr. 
Richardson,  at  his  shop  in  East  street,  where  he 
makes  and  sells,  at  various  prices, from  $10  to  $15,  ac- 
cording to  size,  butter  boxes,  constructed  on  the  prin- 
ciple, and  somewhat  on  the  plan  of  his  excellent  refri- 
gerators, some  of  which,  on  the  most  improved  plan, 
are  now  for  sale. 

These  butter  boxes  are  so  eompactly  arranged  as, 
with  a small  quantity  of  ice,  to  bring  the  butter  to 
market  in  the  best  condition,  and  without  injury  to 
the  form  of  the  prints. — Where  boxes  are  bespoke, 
the  diameter  of  the  print  in  use,  ought  to  be  given. 

Every  new  facility  of  this  sort,  while  it  enables 
farmers  more  distant  to  avail  themselves  of  the  bene- 
fit of  the  market,  at  the  same  time  increases  compe- 
tition, and  reduces  the  cost  to  the  consumer  of  the 
article — and  is  therefore  an  object  of  public  utility. 
American  Farmer. 


Russia. — From  a census  of  the  population,  in  the 
fifty  governments  of  Russia,  taken  in  1822,  the  sum 
total  of  inhabitants  amounts  to  40,067,000.  The  fol- 


lowing details  the  enumeration  of  the  principal  go- 
vernments, including  the  surface  in  geographical 
square  miles: — 

Inhabitants.  Sq.  Miles. 


Moscow, 

Smolensk, 

Novogorod, 

Tobolsk, 

Courland, 

Petersburg, 

Irkutsk, 

Archangel, 

Astrachan, 


1,275,900  470 

920.000  1,000 

673.000  2,300 
430,800  16,800 

410.000  330 

590.0  10  840 

210.000  126.400 

200.000  11,900 

190.000  3,100 


Germany. — The  total  population  of  the  German 
confederation  may  be  divided  into  nearly  17,000,000 
of  catholics,  13,000,000  of  protestants,  and  200,000 
Jews.  These  are  scattered  over  a superfices  of  1 1,870 
demi-square  miles  of  Germany.  The  federal  army 
in  time  of  peace,  is  fixed  at  301,780  men,  and  in  time 
of  war  at  452,670. 


Cultivation  of  cotton. — We  have  heard'it  stated 
by  an  observing  and  intelligent  manufacturer,  that 
the  cultivation  of  cotton  in  the  northern  part  of  North 
Carolina,  and  the  southern  part  of  Virginia,  has  been 
found  to  succeed  so  well  that  the  planting  this  season 
has  been  greatly  increased  in  those  districts  where  it 
has  been  tried.  Fields  that  last  year  were  in  corn  are 
this  in  cotton;  and  the  cultivation  has  been  extended 
much  farther  north. — But  what  is  very  remarkable 
is,  that  the  separating  of  the  cotton  from  the  seed  and 
preserving  its  staple  have  been  so  carefully  attended 
to,  and  crowned  with  so  much  success,  that  the  Vir- 
ginia and  North  Carolina  cotton  is  more  prized  and 
commands  a better  sale,  than  much  of  that  which  is 
denominated  South  Carolina  Uplands.  Our  inform- 
ant gives  it  as  his  decided  opinion,  that  our  planters 
of  tobacco,  particularly  in  St.  Marys  and  Charles, 
would  find  it  greatly  to  their  account  to  turn  their  at- 
tention immediately  to  the  growing  of  cotton.  We 
know  of  one  gentleman  who  is  determined  upon  an 
experiment,  and  is  preparing  for  the  work  in  good 
earnest. — Balt.  Pat. 


presidential. 

New  Hampshire.  Because  Mr.  Morrill  was  elect- 
ed governor  of  this  state,  it  was  said  that  its  vote 
might  not  be  given  to  Mr.  Adams — but  it  even  seems 
that  gov.  M.  is  the  friend  of  that  gentleman.  How- 
ever, the  members  of  the  legislature  held  a meeting 
on  the  9th  inst.  to  express  their  opinion  on  the  sub- 
ject— and,  a ballot  being  had,  the  vote  stood  thus — 
for  J.  Q.  Adams  161;  W.  H.  Crawford  4;  A Jack- 
son  1.  The  whole  number  of  the  members  in  at- 
tendance at  Concord,  is  about  or  less  than  200. 

Massachusetts.  The  following  gentleman  have  been 
named  as  electors  of  president  and  vice  president  in 
this  state,  and,  if  elected,  will  vote  for  Mr.  Adams. 
The  election  is  by  a general  ticket. 

William  Gray,  Levi  Lincoln,  Thomas  L.  Winthrop, 
Nathaniel  Silsbee,  Joseph  Kittredge,  Edmund  Cush- 
ing, Jonathan  Davis,  John  Endicott,  Thomas  Weston, 
Cornelius  Grennall,  Hezekiah  Barnard,  Oliver  Smith, 
Erastus  Foot  and  William  P.  Walker. 

New  York.  The  “Patriot”  says  that  the  votes  of 
this  state  will  most  probably  be  given  to  Mr.  Clay. 
The  “American”  claims  them  for  Mr.  Adams,  and 
others  say  that  gen.  Jackson  will  receive  them. 

Maryland.  The  electors  of  president  and  vice  pre- 
sident are  chosen  in  this  state  by  districts ; and  the  fol- 
lowing is  published  as  a list  of  those  offered  to  the 
people  of  the  several  districts  as  favorable  to  the  elec- 
tion of  Mr.  Adams — 

1st  district — Henry  Brawner;  2nd — Joseph  Cross; 
3rd — George  Warner  and  Thomas  B.  Dorsey;  4th — 
Joshua,  Cockey  and  David  Schnebly;  5th— Ilenry  V 
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Summerville;  6th — John  Archer;  7th — Samuel  G. 
Osborn;  8th — Daniel  Martin;  9th — Littleton  Dennis. 

Two  electors  are  chosen  in  the  3rd  and  4th  dis- 
tricts. 

It  is  believed  that,  whatever1  may  be  the  result  as 
to  the  presidency.  Mr.  Calhoun  will  receive  an  almost 
unanimous  vote  for  the  vice-presidency  in  this  state. 
Indiana.  Messrs.  Moses  Tabbs,  Maston  G.  Clark 


Entertaining  the  highest  respect  for  the  other  can- 
didates, they  will  not  indulge  in  any  invidious  com- 
parisons of  their  strength.  But  it  may  perhaps  be  as- 
sumed, that,  if  from  any  cause , Mr.  Crawford  should 
not  receive  the  vote  of  New  York — if  general  Jackson 
should  not  receive  the  support  of  some  of  the  doubtful 
states — or  if  Mr.  Adams  should  not  receive  the  vote 
of  New  York — Mr.  Clay  must  be  returned  to  the 
and  Walter  Wilson,  have  been  named  as  electors  of  j house,  without  calculating  any  of  the  contingent  or 
president  in  this  state,  favorable  to  Mr.  Clay;  and  i probable  events  that  may  render  that  event  certain. 
Messrs.  James  Scott  Jesse  L.  Hollman,  Isaac  Black-  j If,  contrary  to  all  probability,  Mr.  Ciav  should  not 
ford,  Christopher  Harrison  and  David  LI.  Maxwell  be  returned  to  the  house,  his  friends,  having  done  their 

nOVA  O !cn  nAAn  no  m on  t r»r»  a!  ontnre  rv  1 An  nron  In  f rln+r-  tttJI  1 "U  ~ - V.  W L r * ' . - _ l -l  l 


duty,  will  be  able  by  concentration  to  control  the 
event — they  will  hold  in  their  hands  the  balance — 
they  will  determine  between  the  opposing  and  con- 
futing interests,  and  secure  to  the  country  a repub- 
lican administration. 

Under  all  the  views  taken,  it  is  determined  to  re- 
commend todiis  friends  to  adhere  to  him  steadily — and  to 
await  with  confidence  and  patience  the  issue  now 
pending  before  the  people. 

calculations! 

It  may  amuse  many  of  our  readers  to  present,  at  one 
view,  some  of  the  calculations  that  have  lately  ap- 
peared in  the  newspapers,  as  to  the  result  of  the 
presidential  election — and  they  follow: 


have  also  been  named  for  electors,  pledged  to  vote 
for  Mr.  Adams. 

iCp’The  following,  printed  in  the  form  of  a circu- 
lar letter,  has  been  sent  to  me  with  a request  that  it 
should  be  published  in  the  Register:  a place  is  given 
to  it  with  pleasure,  and  room  shall  also  be  made  for 
similar  communications  on  behalf  of  the  other  candi- 
dates, if  tendered  in  a like  decorous  form;  for  it  will 
be  interesting  hereafter  to  compare  such  things  with 
the  results. — 

Washington , May  25th,  1824, 
The  friends  of  Mr.  Clay  adopted  him  in  conside- 
ration of  political  principle,  public  service,  and  dis- 
tinguished talent.  Upon  a full  consultation,  with  a 
perfect  knowledge  of  the  facts,  and  a just  estimate 


end. 


ed,  to  make  this  declaration. 

They  were  prepared  to  make  any  sacrifice, 


and  uncertainty.  The  election  must,  in  a 
every  event  that  can  be  anticipated,  come  i; 
house  of  representatives. 

He  is  now  sustained  by  a weight  of  infiuenc 
to  that  of  any  other  candidate; he  has  morep 
and  political  popularity,  and  they  believe  c: 
pete  successfully  with  any  man  in  the  nation. 


qf  the  parties — from  which  they  will  be  able  to  jut 
correctly  of  the  views  herein  taken.  It  is  useless 
disguise  or  misrepresent  the  facts.  It  is  due  to  i 
subject  and  the  people  to  state  the  truth ; and  all  otl 
means  are  disdained. 

It  is  believed  that  Mr.  Adams  will  have  six  states: 

Maine,  Massachusetts,  New  Hampshire,  Rhode 
Island,  Connecticut,  and  Vermont, 

Mr.  Crawford  will  have  three  states: — Virginia, 

North  Carolina  and  Georgia 
General  Jackson  will  have  four  states: — Penn- 
sylvania, Tennessee,  Alabama  and  Missisippi, 

Mr.  Clay  will  have  six  states: — Ohio,  Kentucky, 

Indiana.  Illinois,  Missouri  and  Louisiana, 
it  is  believed  that  New  York,  New  Jersey,  Be 
ware,  Maryland^  and  South  Carolina,  have  given  no 
decided  indication,  and  that  in  these  the  quest' 
entirely  open.  Mr.  Clay  is  known  to  have  num 
influential  friends  in  each  of  these  states.  His 
chances  are  equal  to  any.  and  superior  to  some  of  the 
candidates. 

They  will  not  speculate  upon  the  probable  votes  of 
those  states — the  changes  that  may  happen,  the  com- 
binations that  may  be  formed,  and  the  events  that  j 
may  intervene.  But,  after  the  most  dispassionate  ! 
consideration  of  the  subject,  they  are  candidly  of  I 
opinion  that  Mr.  Clay  wiil  be  returned  to  the  house  of  J 

representatives.  To  the  wisdom  of  that  enlightened  j tions  in  the  house  of  commons 

body,  if  it  be  unavoidable,  they  with  confidence  sub-  f ness  of  the  reports  that  the  French  had  a strong  nava 
nwt  his  claims.  i force  off  the  coast  of  Brazil.  &e. 
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The  preceding  table  shews,  perhaps,  the  medium  of 
the  calculations  in  favor  of  the  different  candidates.  Se- 
veral of  the  claims  preferred,  will  cause  some  of  our 
readers  to  smile  at  the  probable  absurdity  of  them. 

FOREIGN  NEWS. 

From  London  papers  of  the  11//:,  and  Paris  of  the  12th 
May — received  at  Abu?  York. 

Great  Britain.  Mr.  Canning  made  some  explana- 
toshew  the  incorrect- 
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The  budget  has  been  brought  forward  in  the  house  dent,  when  there  is  no  captain  general,  and  as  vice 
commons.  While  in  committee  of  the  whole  upon  , president  when  there  is.  The  French  gendarmes 
this  subject,  the  chancellor  of  the  exchequer  stated,  i being  authorized  to  exert  themselves  for  the  nu. ide- 
as two  <*reat  measures  that  had  been  adopted,  in  the  nance  of  order,  not  only  in  the  said  towns  and  , i- 
financia?  plans  of  the  vcar,  the  abolition  of  the  duties,  tresses,  but  also  in  the  adjacent  districts  and  along 
on  foreign  silk,  and  the  reduction  of  L. 75,000,000  ! the  various  lines  of  communication,  the  Spanish  au- 
from  four  per  cent,  to  three  and  a half.  By  the  aboli-  | thorities  are  bound  to  assist  them  in  case  of  ncces- 
tion  of  the  duties  on  siik,  he  stated  the  revenue  lost!  sity;  but,  if  the  gendarmes  talije  up  individuals  not 
000,  but  the  effect  of  the  change  wa9  to  put  the  | amenable  before  the  French  tribunals,  they  must  de- 
in unusual  activity.  Of  the  L.75,000,000  four  j liver  them  up  to  the  Spanish  authorities.  The  Spa- 
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trade  in  unusual  — , — , , 

per  cents,  the  holders  of  L. 68, 000, 000  had  assented 
to  take  L.  100  slock  at  three  and  a half  per  cent,  in  ex- 
change for  L.100  four  per  cent.  There  remained, 
therefore,  L.7,000,000,  or  between  six  and  seven  mil- 
lions to  be  paid  off.  This  sum  he  proposed  to  be 
paid  by  the  issue  of  exchequer  bills,  but,  at  the  same 
time,  he  would  provide  means  of  redeeming  these 
bills.  He  meant  to  charge  both  interest  and  princi- 
pal on  the  sinking  fund.  For  a time  the  operation  of 
the  sinking  fund  must  be  suspended.  He  proposed  to 
cancel  the  seven  millions  paid  off  by  exchequer  bills, 
but  to  transfer  that  amount  to  the  commissioners  of 
the  sinking  fund  at  three  per  cent.  A third  measure, 
or  rather  a collateral  arrangement,  was  the  reduction 
of  the  interest  on  exchequer  bills  from  two  pence  to 
three  halfpence  per  diem. 

The  Unitarian’s  marriage  bill  has  been  rejected  in 
the  house  of  lords.  It  was  opposed  warmly  by  the 
bishops,  because  they  denied  the  doctrine  of  the  tri- 
nity, as  held  by  their  “right  reverend  lordships.” 

The  discovery  ships  Hecla  and  Fury,  captains  Par- 
ry and  Lyon,  have  sailed  on  another  expedition  to 
discover  a north  west  passage.  They  are  wonder- 
fully fitted  for  the  arduous  service. 

The  Bristol  coach  has  performed  the  distance  to 


up 

nish  government  shall  cause  special  tribunals  or  mi- 
litary commissions,  to  try  all  individuals  or  bands 
taken  with  arms  in  their  hands,  and  endangering  the 
security  of  the  communications,  when  they  shall  be 
prosecuted  as  banditti,  or  charged  with  having  at- 
tacked Frenchmen  belonging  to  the  army;  and,  also, 
all  who  shall  carry  prohibited  arms  in  the  districts 
where  French  troops  shall  be  stationed.  In  case 
Frenchmen  and  Spaniards  be  charged  with  conspir- 
ing together  against  the  public  tranquility,  all  the  ac- 
cused shall  be  delivered  up  to  the  French  authori- 
ties, to  prepare  matters  for  their  trial,  after  which 
they  shall  be  tried  by  their  respective  tribunals.  De- 
serters from  the  troops  of  both  nations  are  to  be  re- 
ciprocally surrendered. 

His  most  Christian  majesty,  taking  into  considera- 
tion the  losses  sustained  by  Spain,  undertakes  to 
maintain  his  troops  at  his  own  expense,  the  Spanish 
government  merely  paying  the  difference  between 
the  peace  and  the  war  establishments,  which  has 
been  calculated  to  amount  for  the  whole  of  the  troops 
left  in  Spain,  to  two  millions  of  francs  per  month, 
to  be  allowed  from  the  first  of  December,  1823.  H. 
C.  M.  shall  provide  the  French  troops  with  barracks, 
store-houses,  &c.  All  the  clothing,  provisions  and 
London,  (125  miles),  in  11  hours.  The  inhabitants,  j other  articles  required  forthe  consumption  or  use  of 
in  old  times,  used  to  make  their  wills  before  under-  : the  French  army,  are  to  be  admitted  and  circulated 
taking  such  a journey.  They  ought  now  to  get  their  j through  Spain,  duty  free;  but,  in  order  to  prevent  the 
lives  insured.  ! abuses  which  might  arise  from  the  violation  of  the 

It  appears  that  the  bombardment  of  Algiers  will  custom  house  regulations,  these  articles  shall  not  be 
soon  commence,  if  the  dey  does  not  yield  to  the  de-  introduced  without  authentic  certificates  of  origin 
mands  of  the  British.  ' and  destination,  &c.  The  individuals  of  the'rrench 

France  and  Spain.  Neio  York,  June  10.  We  are  army  shall  have  no  duty  to  pay,  when  coming  in  or 
favored  with  Gibraltar  papers  to  the  1st  of  May,  in-  going  out  of  the  kingdom,  on  the  articles  required  for 
elusive,  brought  by  the  Pharos.  Nothing  is  said  in  their  personal  use;  sealed  parcels  for  the  service  of 
them  respecting  the  affairs  at  Algiers.  I the  French  troops  shall  pay  no  postage;  their  cou- 

Count  Bourmount,  commander  of  the  French  j riers,  convoys,  &c.  shall  enjoy  the  same  advantages, 
troops  in  Spain,  left  Madrid  on  the  20th  of  April,  for  t as  those  of  the  Spanish  army;  and  the  Spanish  go- 
Paris.  j vernment  shall  station  detachments  on  the  roads  for 

Gibraltar,  April  26.  A convention,  relative  to  the  the  security  of  the  communications.  If  H.  C.  M. 
continuance  of  the  French  troops  in  Spain,  was  i should,  previous  to  the  period  mentioned  in  the  first 
signed  at  Madrid  on  the  9th  of  Februajy  last,  by  the  ! article,  think  that  he  can  dispense  with  the  presence 
Spanish  minister  for  foreign  affairs  and  the  French  of  the  French  army,  it  shall  be  immediately  recalled 
ambassador,  and  ratified  hy  his  catholic  majesty  on  by  the  French  government;  as,  on  the  other  hand,  the 
the  27th  of  the  same  month.  The  convention  chiefly  latter  shall  have  it  in  its  power  to  withdraw  its 
stipulates  as  follows:  troops  previous  to  the  same  period,  if  it  should  deem 

A corps  d’armee  of  45.000  men  shall  remain  in  it  necessary.  And,  lastly,  the  high  contracting  par- 
Spain  until  the  1st  of  July,  1824.  It  shall  be  under  ties  reserve  to  themselves  the  right  of  ascertaining,  in 
the  immediate  orders  of  its  commander  in  chief,  who  concert,  whether,  at  the  same  period,  it  will  be  expe- 
will  concert  matters  with  the  government  of  his  ca-  ' dient  to  renew  the  convention  upon  this  basis, 
fholic  majesty,  establishing  his  head  quarters  at  Ma-i  Spain.  A private  letter,  dated  Madrid,  April  2S, 
Jrid  or  its  vicinity.  The  troops  under  his  command  says — “I  can  scarcely  dare  relate  to  you  the  many 
shall,  unless  he  chooses  to  make  different  dispositions, , reports  that  are,  at  present,  in  circulation  respecting 
garrison  Cadiz,  the  isle  of  Leon  and  their  dependen-  the  situation  of  our  provinces;  if  they  are  true,  they 
cies,  Burgos,  Aranda  de  Duero,  Badajos,  Corunna,  i would  sufficiently  justify  the  entrance  of  new  French 


Sautona,  Bilboa,  St.  Sebastian,  Vitoria,  Tolos’a,  Pam- 
plona, S.  Fernando  de  Figueras,  Gerona,  Ostalrich, 
Barcelona,  La  Seu  de  Urgel  and  Lerida.  The  mili- 


troops.  It  is  said,  for  instance,  that  the  volunteers 
at  Catalayud  had  invoked  the  name  of  Charles  the  5th, 
whilst  300  royalists,  under  the  name  of  the  “league 


tary  command  of  these  towns  and  fortresses  shall  be  | of  the  Duero”  were  overrunning  Castile:  that  at  Ba- 
vested  in  French  officers,  who  shall  have  all  the  pow-  dajos  the  royal  volunteers  had  had  violent  skirmishes 


ers  of  Spanish  military  governors  with  regard  to  the 
military  police;  and  the  ordnance  stores,  andparks  of 
artillery  in  the  same,  shall  be  under  their  direction, 
lor  the  purpose  of  putting  them  in  a state  of  defence, 
6cc.  When  circumstances  shall  require  the  estab- 
lishment of  boards  of  health  in  the  said  towns  and  for- 
tresses, the  French  commandant  shall  act  as  presi- 


with  the  French  troops,  and  at  Alcazar  dc  St.  Juan 
with  the  regiment  of  the  king,  whilst,  in  the  environs 
of  Ocana;  and  at  Valencia,  they  ran  about  the  streets 
insulting  those  who  were  in  favor  of  the  constitution, 
and  even  went  so  far  as  to  fire  into  the  windows.  In 
the  last  place,  they  beheaded  some  person,  in  order, 
as  thev  said,  to  show  them  the  great  day  of  the  exter- 
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mination  of  the  liberals.  On  the  other  hard,  some 
guerillas  have  shown  themselves  on  the  side  of  Ronda; 
and  the  French  troops,  obliged  to  quiet  both  parties, 
have  been  forced,  %ve  are  told,  to  make  fatiguing 
marches  and  countermarches;  likewise,  that  they 
have  evacuated  Carthagena.  Such  are  the  reports  in 
agitation;  and  though  it  is  probable  they  are  much 
exaggerated,  yet  there  is  no  doubt  that  this  country  is 
in  a very  afflicting  situation.” 

It  is  said  that  an  expedition  will  soon  sail  from  Ca- 
diz for  Mexico,  via  Havana. 

Portugal.  It  is  stated  that  9,000  men  will  leave 
Lisbon  for  the  “restoration  of  order”  in  Brazil. 

The  Greeks.  No  great  event  has  lately  happened. 
The  Turks  had  not  yet  completed  their  preparations 
for  attack,  and  it  is  stated  that,  though  large  rewards 
were  offered,  the  Janissaries  had  refused  to  march 
against  the  Greeks. 

Egypt..  The  vast  magazines  of  military  stores  col- 
lected by  the  pacha  at  Cairo,  have  been  destroyed 
by  fire.  Three  thousand  persons  were  killed  by  the 
explosions,  and  the  loss  of  property  is  estimated  at 
ten  millions  of  dollars. 

Peru.  The  royalists  took  possession  of  Lima  on 
the  23rd  Feb.  and  also  of  the  forts  of  Callao.  It  is 
reported  that  the  royalists  shot  every  third  man  of 
the  black  troops,  through  whose  instrumentality  they 
got  possession  of  the  forts,  to  quell  their  spirit  of  in- 
subordination! Great  alarm  prevailed  at  Panama. 
Bolivar  was  much  impeded  in  his  operations  by  the 
want  of  money.  He  appears  to  have  retired  to  Caja- 
marca.  The  result  of  the  contest  in  this  country  is 
very  doubtful,  notwithstanding  the  powerful  inter- 
ference of  Colombia, 


Public  buildings,  furniture,  &c. 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES MAY  13. 

The  following  report  was  yesterday  made,  by  Mr. 
Brent,  of  Louisiana: 

Thfc'  committee  appointed  by  virtue  of  a resolution 
of  the  house  of  representatives,  of  the  4th  day  of 
March,  1824,  have  had  the  subject  which  that  resolu- 
tion proposes,  under  consideration,  and  submit  the 
following  report,  viz:  A letter  from  judge  Elgar, 

commissioner  of  the  public  buildings,  dated  5th  May, 
1824,  by  which  it  apppears,  that  the  gross  amount  of 
the  sales  of  the  public  lots,  in  Washington  city,  as 
made  by  the  commissioners  and  superintendent,  was 
six  hundred  and  eighty-nine  thousand  four  hundred 
and  forty  dollars  eleven  cents,  subject  to  a deduction 
for  losses,  occasioned  by  failures  of  purchasers,  the 
amount  of  which  has  not  been  ascertained.  The 
committee  have  not  been  able  to  obtain  information 
from  the  books  of  the  commissioner  of  the  public 
buildings,  of  the  number  of  public  lots  sold,  when 
sold,  by  whom,  to  whom,  and  for  what  price  each 
lot,  what  part  of  the  purchase  money  has  been  paid, 
and  the  exact  balance  due.  To  obtain  this  informa- 
tion, would  require  more  time  than  probably  remains 
of  the  present  session  of  congress,  as  the  commis- 
sioner of  the  public  buildings  states,  that  it  could  not 
be  done  in  less  than  two  months. 

As  to  the  disbursements  which  were  made  by  the 
late  Samuel  Lane,  commissioner  of  the  public  build- 
ings, the  committee  find,  that  a balance  of  twenty-two 
thousand  nine  hundred  and  sixty-one  dollars  and  seventy- 
seven  cents  was  due  by  the  late  Samuel  Lane,  commis- 
sioner of  the  public  buildings,  at  the  time  of  his 
death,  together  with  the  balance  of  one  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  four  dollars  and  fourteen  cents , which  he 
had  received  on  account  of  the  sales  of  city  lots;  and 
that,  since  his  death,  his  estate  has  received  credit 
for  different  sums  of  money  amounting  to  nine  thous- 
and seventy-five  dollars  and  six  cents,  which  leaves  a 
balance  due  the  United  States,  of  fifteen  thousand  five 


hundred  and  ninety  dollars  eighty-five  cents,  that  his  ex- 
ecutor has  not  yet  completed  the  settlement  of  his 
estate;  and,  therefore,  it  is  impossible  for  the  com- 
mittee to  say  how  much  of  that  balance  will  eventu- 
ally be  refunded  to  the  United  States.  It  is  proba- 
ble the  balance  will  be  somewhat  diminished,  but 
that  a large  sum  will  remain  unpaid. 

The  committee,  therefore,  submit  the  following 
resolution : 

Resolved,  That  the  president  of  the  United  States 
be  requested  to  cause  to  be  made,  and  submitted  to 
this  house,  upon  the  first  day  of  the  next  session  of 
congress,  a full  and  complete  statement  of  the  exact 
number  of  lots  belonging  to  the  United  States,  iD  the 
city  of  Washington,  which  have  been  sold  by  the  pub- 
lic agents  for  that  purpose,  when  sold,  by  whom,  to 
whom,  and  for  what  price  each  lot  was  purchased; 
what  part  of  the  purchase  money  has  been  paid,  the 
amount  due,  and  by  whom  due,  and  when  payable; 
whether  the  debts  are  well  secured,  and  whether  the 
money  received  has  been  applied:  to  what  purposes, 
and  by  whom. 

The  resolution  with  which  the  report  concludes, 
being  taken  up  for  consideration — a debate  arose  up- 
on it,  of  which  the  following  outline  will  serve  to 
give  the  reader  a general  idea: 

Mr.  Cocke  said  the  report  of  the  select  committee, 
now  under  consideration,  was  not  as  full  a response 
to  the  resolution,  as  the  documents  before  them 
would  have  warranted,  although  a complete  and  full 
report  to  all  the  objects  of  inquiry  might  not  have 
been  had  at  the  present  session  of  congress.  The 
number  of  the  lots  sold,  and  price  of  each,  was  not 
so  much  desired  as  information  in  what  manner  the 
money  placed  in  the  hands  of  officers  for  disburse- 
ment was  applied,  and  the  objects  of  its  application; 
especially,  whether  any  law  existed  to  authorize  the 
expenditure.  To  this  inquiry,  the  resolution  creating 
the  committee,  directed  their  attention,  and  used  the 
words  “whether  all  the  money  received  had  been 
“ applied  to  objects  authorized  by  any  existing  law; 
“ how  much  thereof  has  been  paid  into  the  trea- 
“ sury.”  To  these  inquiries,  the  committee  might 
have  reported,  as  the  evidence  was  within  their 
power.  They  have  not,  said  Mr.  C.  pretended  to 
state  the  amount  which  was  appropriated,  each  year, 
for  the  repairs  and  completion  of  the  capitol,  the 
president’s  house  and  public  offices,  or  to  show 
what  disposition  was  made  of  it.  They  have  reported 
the  sums  due  at  the  time  of  the  commissioner’s  death, 
and  state  the  payments  made  since  by  his  representa- 
tive, leaving  a balance  still  due  to  the  public  of  more 
than  §15,000.  Besides  the  appropriations  for  those 
objects,  congress  authorized  large  sums  to  be  ex- 
pended to  purchase  furniture  for  the  president’s 
house,  and  placed  its  disbursement  under  the  control 
of  the  president.  The  letter  of  the  register  of  the 
treasury,  accompanying  the  report,  and  to  which  the 
committee  refer,  shows  that  the  sum  of  §3S,000  of 
the  money,  applicable  to  the  purchase  of  furniture, 
was  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  late  commissioner — 
§30,000  by  the  draft  of  the  president,  and  the  residue 
by  its  receipt  from  Mr.  Whann,  who  had  previously 
drawn  it  by  the  authority  of  the  president. 

The  committee  declined  to  inquire,  or  report,  wha* 
disnosjtion  had  been  made  of  this,  §38,000,  alleging 
that  it  was  a private  transaction  between  the  presi 
dent  and  commissioner  Lane;  that,  as  the  money  wa? 
to  be  expended  under  the  direction  of  the  president, 
he  could  appoint  whomsoever  he  pleased  as  his  agent, 
and  that  the  resolution  did  not  authorize  the  inquiry. 
In  this,  sir,  I think  the  committee  are  mistaken.  Per 
mit  me,  Mr.  Speaker  to  call  your  attention  to  the 
last  clause  of  the  resolution,  to  wit:  “and  what  dispo- 
sition has  been  made  of  the  money  placed  in  the  hand^ 
of  the  late  superintendent,  of  the  city  for  disburse- 
ment.” 1 know  that  it  was  the  intention  of  the  mo\ 
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er,  to  inquire  into  this  expenditure,  and  I believe  the 
resolution  warrants  it. 

Before  I advert  to  a settled  account  between  Mr. 
Lane’s  executors  and  the  agent  of  the  president,  I will 
use  the  language  of  Mr.  Vinson’s  deposition  now  be- 
fore me,  “that  it  was  generally  understood  that  Lane 
was  insolvent  at  the  time  he  entered  the  army,  and 
that  he  was  not  considered  a man  of  property  at  the 
time  he  commenced  on  the  duties  of  his  office  as  com- 
missioner;” and  this  statement  is  corroborated  by 
the  amount  of  assets  which  came  to  the  hands  of  his 
representative. 

The  first  item  of  the  settled  account  between  col. 
Lane  and  Mr.  Monroe,  is  a charge  by  Mr.  Monroe 
against  Lane. 

To  amount  of  furniture  sold  to  the  United  States, 
and  carried  to  his  credit  with  the  U.  States.  $9,07 1 22 

On  the  opposite  side  is  a credit — 

By  cash  for  furniture  10,000  00 

I am  unable,  sir,  to  account  for  this  difference  in 
amount. 

The  second  item  of  charge  is — 

Amount  of  ditto,  bought  by  Mr.  Lee,  paid  for  by  Mr. 
M.  and  credited  to  S.  Lane,  with  United  States, 
$9,659  66. 

The  third  item,  which  appears  to  relate  to  the  fur- 
niture, is  a balance  of  $38,000,  public  money,  appro- 
priated for  furniture,  not  accounted  for  by  S.  Lane, 
and  for  which  Mr.  M.  is  responsible,  $1,556  15. 

Amount  paid  to  Mr.  M.  for  articles  for  the  presi- 
dent’s house,  and  for  which  the  vouchers  were  deli- 
vered to  S.  Lane,  $778  21. 

Error  in  the  sum  allowed  for  Geater,  $36,  paid  for 
matrasses,  being  for  the  house. 

Amount  of  check  on  the  bank  of  Columbia,  for  the 
amount  in  the  hands  of  Mr.  Whann,  $6,000. 

Check  on  the  bank  of  Columbia,  $1,500. 

The  other  items  of  charge,  I am  not  prepared 
to  explain:  but  the  whole  amount  of  charge  is 
$29,950  96;  against  this  sum,  is  the  $10,000  before 
spoken  of,  as  a credit,  with  sundry  other  items  for 
cash  paid  to  individuals,  for  Mr.  Monroe,  by  Lane, 
some  of  which,  sir,  1 shall  notice. 

Cash  paid  Mr.  Yard,  $2,000. 

I have  no  document  to  shew  for  what  articles  this 
sum  was  paid,  but  the  committee  was  informed  by 
one  of  its  members,  the  gentleman  from  Virginia, 
that  the  president’s  carriage  constituted  ,a  part. 

It  appears,  from  this  account,  that  the  sum  of 
$2785  49  was  paid,  by  Mr.  Lane,  to  Russell  and  La 
Farge,  and  for  which  Mr.  Monroe  has  entered  a credit. 
The  account  of  those  individuals  I hold  in  my  hand, 
which  Mr.  Monroe,  on  the  4th  May,  1818,  endorsed  as 
just,  and  approved  by  him.  The  letter  accompanying 
the  account,  after  the  usual  compliments,  states:  “We 
have  the  honor  to  enclose,  herewith,  duplicate  bills 
of  lading,  of  which  one  is  sent  by  us  to  the  collector 
of  the  customs  at  Alexandria,  for  41  packages, 
amounting,  as  per  invoice  enclosed,  to  francs 
83,026,  30.  Bill  of  lading  for  5 cases  paper  hang- 
ings, amounting,  as  per  invoice,  to  francs  6,185  55. 

Bill  of  lading  for  39  cases,  containing  1200  bottles 
Champagne  and  Burgundy  wine,  as  per  invoice, 
francs  5962  47;  and  bill  of  lading  for  7 cases,  of 
which  6 are  for  Mrs.  Monroe,  amounting  to  francs  ; 
9056  30,  and  1 for  Mrs.  Decatur,  amounting  to  francs  i 
803 — for  which  we  have  debited  the  account  of  your  . 
excellency,  by  virtue  of  the  letters  of  credit  of  your  | 
excellency  arid  of  colonel  Lane.”  The  account  of  • 
Russell  and  La  Farge  also  shows  the  application  of 
12,000  dollars,  which  had  been  remitted  to  Europe,] 
and  the  nett  proceeds  of  which  they  had  received.  ! 
The  residue  of  their  account,  I understand,  was  paid 
by  Mr.  Lane,  for  which,  I presume,  the  above  credit,  I 
in  the  settled  account,  constitutes  apart. 

The  next  item  that  1 shall  notice,  is  the  sum  of' 
$266,  paid  to  Mrs.  Elzey,  a milliner,  in  this  city,  as  I j 


am  informed;  of  the  particular  items,  1 have  never 
inquired.  The  sum  of  $96  6 2-§,  paid  Mr.  Mauro,  and 
credited,  appears,  from  his  statement  before  me,  to 
be  for  brandy,  wine,  spirits,  lemons,  demijohns,  tea, 
porter  and  mustard,  delivered  by  orders  of  colonel 
Lane,  for  the  use  of  the  president’s  house.  The  sum 
of  28  dolfers,  paid  Mr.  Graeflf,  and  also  credited  in 
the  account,  appears  from  his  statement,  to  be  for 
two  cases  of  claret.  The  next  item  of  $124  25,  paid 
to  Thomas  Coote  and  Co.  is,  by  his  statement,  for 
beer,  delivered  to  Mr..  Monroe,  and  paid  for  by  colo- 
nel Lane.  As  to  the  other  items  of  credit,  I have  no 
statements  to  show  for  what  the  sums  were  expend- 
ed; but  the  amount  of  credits  given  in  the  account, 
is  $36,466  51^,  leaving  a balance  due  S.  Lane  of 
$6515  55i;  anj  immediately  below  the  balance  thus 
stated,  is  the  following  entry:  “Tom’s  expenses  and 
a cart  to  Albemarle,  in  1817,  $60,”  which,  if  added 
to  the  above  balance,  would  make  $6575  55i. 

Sir,  I have  founded  these  observations  on  docu- 
ments now  on  my  table.  If  I have  erred,  I regret  it — 
they  are  made  from  a sense  of  duty  which  I owe  to 
my  constituents — and  I have  no  unfriendly  feelings 
to  gratify.  The  furniture  of  the  president  was  valued, 
before  delivery  to  the  government;  but,  as  he  had 
authority  to  direct  the  disbursement  of  the  money,  it 
seems  to  me  that  it  was  making  a contract  with  him- 
self. The  settlement  of  which  I have  been  speaking, 
was  made  in  June  1822 — on  the  18th  November  fol- 
lowing, as  well  as  I recollect,  $2,000  was  paid  into 
the  treasury  and  credited  to  colonel  Lane:  1st.  To 
balance  the  furniture  account,  for  which  Mr.  Monroe 
seems  to  have  held  himself  responsible,  and  the  resi- 
due to  his  credit  as  commissioner  of  the  public  build- 
ings. On  the  2d  January  following,  one  other  $2,000, 
was  paid  and  credited  to  Lane’s  account. 

If,  sir,  I am  not  mistaken  in  the  views  I have  taken* 
an  inquiry  ought  to  be  had.  To  this  end  I move  you 
to  recommit  the  report,  with  instructions  to  in- 
quire— 

“In  what  manner  the  money  arising  from  the  sale 
of  city  lots  has  been  expended:  in  what  manner  the 
money  appropriated  by  congress  to  complete  a re- 
pair of  the  public  buildings,  has  been  disbursed;  and 
how  the  money  appropriated  to  purchase  furniture 
for  the  president’s  house  has  been  disbursed;  by 
whom,  and  to  whom  paid,  and  for  what.” 

Mr.  Brent,  of  Lou.  (who  made  the  report  from  the 
committee),  replied  to  the  observations  of  Mr.  Cocke, 
nearly  as  follows:  He  said,  it  had  been  stated  by  the 
honorable  gentleman  that  he  opposed  this  report,  to 
have  impartial  justice  done,  and  that  he  was  actuated 
by  a consideration  for  the  public  interest.  Mr. 
Brent  then  observed  that  he  meant  not  to  arraign  the 
motives  of  the  gentleman,  but  he  could  assure  the 
house,  that  the  members  composing  that  committee 
were  as  true  friends  to  their  country  and  to  impar- 
tial justice,  as  the  honorable  member  who  had  stated 
it.  [Here  Mr.  Cocke  interrupted  Mr.  Brent,  and  de- 
clared he  meant  no  insinuation  against  the  committee, 
and  that  he  believed  their  conduct  flowed  from  the 
best  of  motives.]  Mr.  Brent  continued.  I receive 
the  explanation  for  myself  and  for  the  committee,  but 
the  statement  made  of  the  facts  has  not  been  given 
with  that  candor  the  gentleman  ought  to  have  observ- 
ed. He  has  made  a statement  of  accounts  between 
the  president  of  the  United  States  and  La  Farge,  Rus- 
sell and  Co.  of  France,  Samuel  Lane,  of  tins  city, 
and  others,  of  their  private  transactions,  and  has  stat- 
ed them  as  if  these  accounts  had  been  contracted  for 
the  public,  and  paid  out  of  the  public  money,  when 
he  knows  full  well  that  such  are  not  the  facts.  He 
has  thrown  out  insinuations  against  the  chief  magis- 
trate of  the  nation,  calculated  to  tarnish  the  honest 
reputation  of  that  patriot,  which  he  has  earned  in  the 
faithful  service  of  our  country.  As  a member  of  the 
committee,  Mr.  Brent  observed,  he  was  acquainted 
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'with  those  facts,  and  would  state  them  to  the  house, 
and  he  vouched  for  their  correctness.  Mr.  ?vloDroe 
took  the  presidential  chair  after  the  war,  after  the 
president’s  house  had  been  reduced  to  ashes,  with  its 
furniture  in  it,  and  congress,  as  usual,  made  an  appro- 
priation to  purchase  new  furniture.  The  president 
wrote  to  La  Farge,  Russell  and  Co.  of  France,  to  send, 
for  the  use  of  the  president’s  bouse,  certain  descrip- 
tions of  furniture,  and  also  to  send  several  articles  for 
his  own  private  use  and  that  of  his  family.  These 
merchants,  in  making  out  their  account,  blended  the 
public  and  private  account  of  the  president  together, 
and  made  out  one  account,  which  was  forwarded  to 
the  president,  with  a draft  for  the  money.  This 
draft  arrived  when  Mr.  Monroe  was  absent  in  the 
discharge  of  an  important  and  useful  duty  to  his 
country.  Mr.  Lane,  who  was  the  commissioner  of 
the  oublic  buildings,  and  the  proper  person  to  pay  the 
change  for  the  furniture  to  the  president’s  house, 
paid  for  it,  and  the  president  being  absent,  as  bis 
friend,  he  also  paid  for  the  articles  for  the  private 
use  of  the  president,  not  out  of  the  public  money,  but 
out  of  his  own  money,  and  charged  Mr.  Monroe  with 
it  upon  his  private  account.  A subsequent  settlement 
took  place,  in  which  Mr.  Monroe  paid  this  sum  to 
Mr.  Lane,  as  a private  debt;  all  the  other  cases  nam- 
ed by  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee,  are  of  the  pre- 
cise same  nature;  all  of  private  transactions  between 
Mr.  Monroe  and  Mr.  Lane.  Several  years  after  these 
accounts  were  settled,  Pvlr.  Lane  died,  and  it  appears 
that  his  estate  is  in  arrears  to  the  United  States.  It 
is  now  contended,  that  because  Lane  received  public 
money,  that,  therefore,  the  money  he  paid  for  Mr. 
Monroe  on  his  private  account,  must  be  presumed  to 
have  been  with  the  public  money,  and  that  Mr.  Mon- 
roe knew  it,  and  must  pay  back  the  money  to  the 
United  States,  although  he  has  fairly  and  honestly  ac- 
counted for  it  to  Mr.  Lane.  Who  ever  heard  of  such 
an  unjust,  illiberal  and  unjustifiable  attack? 

As  regards  the  charge  about  the  furniture  of  the 
president  taken  for  the  United  States  by  the  commis- 
sioner of  the  public  buildings,  the  proceedings  in 
that  case  can  shew,  the  accusation  of  indecency,  indeli- 
cacy made  by  the  gentleman,  to  be  incorrect.  There 
was  no  furniture  when  Mr.  Monroe  went  into  the 
president’s  house,  fit  for  its  use.  Mr.  Lane  proposed 
to  purchase  some  valuable  furniture  that  had  been 
sent  from  France  to  Mr.  Monroe:  Mr.  Monroe  agreed 
to  let  the  United  States  have  it,  on -condition  that  he 
might  retake  it,  when  he  went  out  of  office,  upon  re- 
paying the  money  he  received  for  it.  To  this  effect  a 
written  agremeent  was  made,  and,  is  on  file.  The 
furniture  was  then  valued  by  two  highly  respectable 
gentlemen,  (general  Van  Ness,  of  the  cit}T,  and  gene- 
ral Mason,  of  Georgetown),  assisted  by  two  mecha- 
nics, judges  of  its  quality,  and,  after  estimation  made, 
it  will  be  seen  by  Mr.  Lane’s  letter,  that  the  president 
sold  it  for  25  per  cent,  less  than  similar  furniture 
could  be  purchased  for.  All  these  facts  were  shewn 
in  the  committee,  and  why  did  not  the  gentleman, 
(Mr.  Cocke),  if  he  is  actuated  by  no  other  motive  than 
impartial  justice,  state  them  to  the  house?  Mr.  Brent 
then  observed  that  there  was  something  wrong  in  this 
business.  He  would  not  indulge  in  observations  which 
this  attack  might  justify.  The  object  of  it  occupied 
too  elevated  a stand,  was  too  well  known  tohis  coun- 
try, and  had  served  her  too  faithfully  in  every  situa- 
tion to  which  he  had  been  called,  to  be  reached  by 
any  ungenerous  allusions,  wdiether  made  in  the  dis- 
charge of  a public  duty,  or  to  gratify  other  vietvs.  From 
this  statement,  the  house  will  perceive,  (Mr.  Brent 
continued),  that  the  committee  acted  correctly  in  not 
interfering  with  the  private  concerns  between  Mr. 
Lane  and  the  president,  lie  then  shewed  that  the 
subjects  submitted  to  the  committee  had  been  pro- 
perly considered,  and  that  the.  report  was  as  full  as  it 
could  be  made. 


Mr.  Brent  concluded  by  deprecating  a false  im- 
pression produced  by  the  observations  of  the  gentle- 
man from  Tennessee,  injurious  to  the  president, 
whose  conduct  he  indicated  as  not  only  pure  and  ho- 
nest, but  as  honorable,  in  a high  degree;  and  express- 
ed his  hope  that  the  motion  of  the  gentleman,  (Mr. 
Cocke,)  would  be  rejected,  and  the  report  of  the  com- 
mittee approved,  and,  by  its  approval,  an  expression 
might  be  given  to  the  conduct  of  the  president.  He 
wished  it  so  to  be  considered. 

, Mr.  Mercer , of  Virginia,  followed  Mr.  Brent , and 
; expressed  his  unfeigned  regret  at  the  coufse  pursued 
, by  the  gentleman  from  Tenn.  He  alluded  to  the  per- 
i sonal  intimacy  he  had  enjoyed  and  esteem  he  had  felt 
1 for  Mr.  Monroe  from  his  boyhood;  uttered  his  scorn 
at  the  style  of  insinuation  in  which  a private  account 
had  been  examined  on  this  floor,  which  was  wholly  of 
a private  character,  and  which  it  would  degrade  the 
house  to  meddle  with.  He  went  into  a detailed  state- 
ment of  the  conduct  of  the  president  in  relation  to 
the  expenditures  for  his  family  use,  and  for  the  furni- 
ture of  the  president’s  house,  and  closed  with  moving 
that  the  amendment  proposed  by  Mr.  Cocke,  lie  on 
the  table.  But  this  motion  he  withdrew,  to  give  au 
opportunity  for  reply. 

Mr.  Cocke  rose  in  reply,  and  explained  some  of  the 
observations  he  had  before  made — went  into  a farther 
examination  of  the  account  of  the  late  col.  Lane,  and 
of  his  transactions  with  the  president,  and  persisted 
in  maintaining  that  the  report  ought  to  have  gone  far- 
ther than  it  did,  in  the  investigation  of  these  parti- 
culars. 

Mr.  A.  Stevenson,  of  Vir.  said,  that  it  was  due  nei- 
ther to  the  character  of  the  distinguished  individual 
concerned,  nor  to  the  duty  and  dignity  of  the  house, 

1 to  reply  to  the  observations  just  made.  He  observed, 
that,  when  the  chief  magistrate  now  in  office  should 
I retire,  he  would  retire  poor,  and  that  no  man  would 
j have  it  in  his  power  to  detect  the  public  money  in  his 

• hand,  and  that  it  would  be  found  that  that  officer  had 
, acted  in  the  affair  adverted  to,  and  all  others  of  a pe- 

• cuniary  nature,  not  only  with  purity  but  with  liberal!- 

i‘y- 

Mr.  Kremer,  of  Penn,  expressed  his  hope  that  the 
motion  to  lay  the  resolution  on  the  table  would-  never 
be  renewed;  that  the  investigation  should  be  made 
and  fairly  met,  and  the  opinion  of  the  house  express- 
ed by  yeas  and  nays,  that  it  might  be  seen  who  they 
were  who  had  assailed  a man  grown  grey  with  honor 
. in  his  country’s  service. 

Mr.  Mercer  rose  to  explain,  why  he  should  not  re- 
new the  motion  he  had  made,  to  lay  the  subject  on 
the  table.  He  stated  what  had  been  done  in  the  select 
committee;  and  urged  the  unreasonableness  and  im- 
practicability of  endeavoring  to  obtain,  in  the  fewre- 
maining  days  of  the  session,  information  which  nine 
weeks  had  been  insufficient  time  to  procure.  He  con- 
curred with  his  colleague,  in  the  opinion  that  the  pre- 
sident, instead  of  having  appropriated  improperly 
any  part  of  the  public  money,  was,  and  would  be 
found,  a creditor,  rather  than  a debtor  of  the  nation. 
He  gave  a testimony  to  the  purity  and  honor  of  Mr. 
Monroe’s  private  character,  and  expressed  a hope 
that,  by  yeas  and  nays,  the  house  would  mark  its  sen- 
timents of  what  had  passed  in  relation  to  this  sub* 
iject. 

i The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

I Mr.  Ross  expressed  a determination  to  vote  for  the 
recommitment.  He  entertained  the  highest  respect 
■ for  the  chief  magistrate,  but  thought,  on  the  princi- 
i pies  of  a republican  government,  that  officer,  as  well 
as  any  other,  should  be  held  to  a strict  account  for 
public  moneys  entrusted  to  his  hands.  He  should  not 
feel  any  greater  delicacy  from  the  fact  of  his  being  a 
| Virginian,  (which  had  been  alluded  toby  Mr.  Steven- 
i son  ) than  if  he  was  from  Ohio,  or  Michigan.  See.  and* 
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lie  thought  the  investigation  was  due  to  the  president 
himself. 

Mr.  Stevenson  explained.  In  alluding  to  Mr.  Mon- 
yoe’s  being  a Virginian,  he  only  meant  to  state  one  of 
the  reasons  why  he  felt  it  his  duty  to  vindicate  his 
good  name. 

Mr.  Buchanan,  of  Pennsylvania,  expressed  his  sur- 
prize at  the  course  of  the  debate.  The  evidence  on 
which  the  grovelling  and  unworthy  charge  of  pecu- 
lation was  now  attempted  to  be  brought  against  the 
first  officer  of  the  republic,  had  been  in  the  possession 
of  ^committee  of  this  house  ever  since  last  winter, 
lie  expressed  a high  sentiment  of  respect  for  the 
character  of  Mr.  Monroe,  and  thought  that  he  was 
the  very  last  person  against  whom  the  charge  of  an 
avaricious  love  of  money,  and  base  collusion  with  a 
subordinate  officer,  would  ever  be  brought,  or  could 
ever  be  substantiated.  He  trusted  the  house,  at  this 
late  period,  would  not  enter  into  another  investiga- 
tion, probably  of  groundless  charges. 

Mr.  Cocke  then  rose,  and  stated,  that,  since  there 
seemed  much  objection  to  the  motion,  in  point  of 
time,  he  would  consent  to  withdraw  it  till  the  next 
session. 

The  question  then  recurred  on  concurring  with  the 
committee  in  the  resolution  reported  by  them — 

Mr.  Hamilton , of  South  Carolina,  rose,  and  wished 
distinctly  to  understand  whether  or  not  the  gentle- 
man from  Tennessee  meant  to  charge  the  chief  ma- 
gistrate of  the  union  with  an  embezzlement  of  the 
public  money.  If  he  did,  it  was  proper  that  that  gen- 
tleman should  remember,  that  it  was  due  to  this 
house  and  to  this  nation  that  an  accuser,  bringing  such 
a charge,  should  be  himself  without  suspicion.  That 
gentleman  could  appreciate  the  effect  of  injurious 
charges  on  the  reputation  of  persons  holding  distin- 
guished stations,  having  been  himself  the  subject  of 
them 

[Here  Mr.  Little  called  the  gentleman  to  order.] 

The  chair  pronounced  him  to  be  not  out  of  order. 

Mr.  Hamilton  proceeded,  and  observed  that,  in 
certain  public  prints  of  this  city,  the  gentleman  from 
Tennessee  had  been  openly  charged  with  fraudulent 
conduct — 

[Here  Mr.  Speaker  pronounced  Mr.  Hamilton  to  be 
out  of  order.] 

Mr.  Poinsett,  of  South  Carolina,  rose  to  corrobo- 
rate the  statements  made  by  the  gentleman  from  Vir- 
ginia, and  was  proceeding  to  say  that  he  had  seen  an 
explanation  of  these  transactions  the  most  satisfac- 
tory and  honorable  to  the  president,  when 

Mr.  Speaker  asked  him  to  give  way  to  allow  Mr.  H. 
to  proceed. 

Mr.  Hamilton  then  resumed,  and  expressed  his  re- 
probation of  the  course  pursued  in  introducing  a 
charge  of  this  magnitude  and  complexion  at  such  a 
period  of  the  session,  and  his  confidence  in  the  un- 
blemished purity  of  the  character  now  attempted  to 
be  destroyed. 

Mr.  Brent  stated  that  the  delay  in  bringing  forward 
the  report  of  the  committee  was  to  be  attributed  to 
the  chairman  alone,  (Mr.  Cocke,)  and  stated  certain 
facts  in  relation  to  the  course  of  the  committee’s 
proceedings. 

Mr.  Cocke,  rose  in  reply,  and  denied  that  lie  had 
ever  been  absent  from  the  committee’s  meetings.  His 
sole  object  was  to  have  a full  and  fair  investigation, 
&.c.  With  respect  to  himself,  he  admitted,  that  insin- 
uations had  been  brought  forward  against  him  in  a 
certain  print,  and,  at  a proper  time,  lie  meant  to  no- 
tice them,  and  to  explain  the  facts  to  which  they  had 
reference.  He  declared  his  determination  to  perse- 
vere in  doing  his  duty  to  the  people  in  this  house, 
whatever  feeling  it  might  excite  in  the  minds  of  some 
gentleri1entowrards  him. 

Mr.  Wood,  of  New  York,  then  rose,  and  observed, 
-‘hat,  having  been  three  years  since  on  a committee  to 


; whom  these  accounts  had  been  submitted,  he  felt 
] to  be  his  duty  to  testify  to  the  vigilance,  integrity,  and 
perseverance  in  his  duty  of  the  honorable  gt  i ieman 
from  Tennessee — whom  he  commended  for  j robing 
j radically  every  rotten  part  of  the  public  expendi- 
j ture.  He  thought  that  gentleman  had,  on  the  pre- 
sent occasion,  done  himself  immortal  honor,  by 
breasting  the  storm  in  this  house, 
j Mr.  Bartlett,  of  N.  H.  moved  to  lay  the  report  of 
| the  committee  on  the  table. 

I The  question  being  taken,  it  was  decided  in  the  ne- 
gative— Ayes  77,  noes  89. 

The  resolution  having  been  again  read — 

! Mr.  Forsyth,  of  Georgia,  rose,  and  observed  that, 
approving  the  resolution  reported  by  the  committee, 
he  should  vote  in  its  favor — but  protested  against 
that  vote’s  being  construed  into  a commitment  on 
, the  merits  of  the  matter  which  had  this  morning 
i occupied  the  house. 

The  Speaker  suggested  the  propriety  of  dispensing 
with  the  yeas  and  nays  on  this  resolution,  there  seem- 
ing to  be  no  opposition  to  it;  but  Mr.  fiercer,  who  had 
moved  for  their  being  taken,  continuing  to  insist  upon 
them,  they  were  ordered  accordingly. 

■.  Mr.  Cobb  and  Mr.  Williams,  of  N.  C.  made  in  sub- 
I stance  a similar  protest  to  that  of  Mr.  Forsyth. 

! When  the  question,  on  concurring  with  the  select 
committee,  in  the  resolutions  reported  by  them  to  the 
house,  was  decided  by  yeas,  unanimously  in  the  af- 
j firmative — Yeas  184,  nays  none. 

So  the  resolve  was  agreed  to. 


Report  on  French  spoliations. 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES — MAY  24. 

The  committee  of  foreign  relations  on  the  several 
petitions  of  Archibald  Grade,  Ezra  Davis,  Matthew' 
Thomas,  S.  and  Levinus  Clarkson,  William  Gray  and 
others,  of  the  Merchants’  and  Insurance  companies  of 
Philadelphia,  of  the  merchants  and  underwriters  of 
j Baltimore,  referred  to  them  by  the  house,  report: 

That  the  petitioners  ask  the  intervention  of  con- 
! gress,  for  the  recovery  cf  their  just  claims  against 
France,  for  spoliations  committed,  and  property  seiz- 
ed or  destroyed,  under  different  pretexts,  since  the 
year  1806.  These  claims  are  alluded  to  by  the  pre- 
sident, in  his  message,  at  the  opening  of  the  present 
session  of  congress,  as  resting  upon  the  same  princi- 
ple with  other  claims  which  have  been  admitted  by 
the  Freneh  government,  and  are  the  subject  of  the 
correspondence  of  the  minister  of  the  United  States 
with  the  French  government,  communicated  to  the 
house  of  representatives  on  the  5th  of  February  last. 
To  this  correspondence  the  attention  of  the  house  is 
invited,  for  a full  and  fair  understanding  of  the  claims 
I of  the  present  petitioners,  and  of  the  other  citizens 
of  the  United  States,  having  similar  demands  against 
France,  but  wTho  have  not  joined  in  this  application 
for  redress. 

The  commitee  have  seen,  with  surprise,  that,  al- 
though the  attention  of  the  present  government  of 
France  was  especially  invited  to  this  subject  in  1816, 
and  has  been  repeatedly  recalled  to  it,  since  that  time, 
and  France  has  not  yet  thought  proper  to  enter  upon 
the  discussion  of  it.  No  other  answers  have  yet  been 
given  to  various  official  communications  of  the  minis- 
ter of  the  United  States  than  those  required  by  the 
mere  obligations  of  international  courtesy. 

The  committee  are  of  opinion  that  measures  ought 
to  be  taken  to  impress  upon  France  the  necessity  of 
an  early  and  definite  adjustment  of  this  subject;  and 
they  would  offer  such  measures  to  the  consideration 
of  the  house,  if  the  hope  was  not  entertained  that  the 
government  of  France  would  be  found,  during  the  en- 
suing summer,  prepared  to  investigate  it. 

The  committee  are  confident  that  a fair  examina- 
tion., entered  into  with  a disposition  to  do  full  jus- 
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tice,  will  be  followed  by  an  arrangement  satisfactory 
to  all  parties. 

The  claims  of  our  citizens  may  be  divided  into  four 
classes. 

1.  For  property  sequestered. 

2.  For  property  condemned,  regularly,  under  the 
Berlin  and  Milan  decrees. 

3.  For  property  irregularly  condemned,  under  the 
same  decrees,  including  that  condemned  by  imperial 
mandate,  without  the  intervention  of  any  judicial  tri- 
bunal. 

4.  For  property  burnt  or  destroyed  at  sea;  a por- 
tion of  it  after  the  decrees  authorizing  such  destruc- 
tion had  been  repealed. 

The  first  class  includes,  in  addition  to  other  pro- 
perty not  acted  upon  by  the  judicial  tribunals,  the 
seizures  at  Antwerp  in  1807,  at  St.  Sebastian,  in 
1809-10,  in  Holland,  in  1810,  under  a secret  article 
of  the  treaty  incorporating  Holland  with  France. 
The  right  of  the  claimants  to  an  immediate  and  full 
indemnity  for  all  property  sequestered  and  never 
con  lemned,  cannot  be  plausibly  contested.  It  was 
put  under  sequestration  by  an  imperial  decree,  on 
suspicion  that  it  was  English  property,  merely  to 
give  time  to  ascertain  whether  it  was  English  or  not. 
That  it  was  not  English,  is  now  well  known  to  the 
government  of  France.  Had  it  been  English,  it  must 
have  been  given  up  or  paid  for,  under  the  4th  article 
of  the  additional  articles  of  the  treaty  of  the  30th 
May,  1314,  between  that  power  and  Great  Britain. 
By  that  article,  the  parties  stipulate  to  release  all  pro- 
perty put  under  sequestration  since  1792.  If  the 
property  of  our  citizens  seized  at  Antwerpt,  St.  Se- 
bastian and  in  Holland,  had  been  what  it  was,  with- 
out the  shadow  of  reason,  alleged  to  be,  payment 
would  be  due  for  it  to  English  owners.  A singular 
spectacle  will  be  exhibited,  if  payment  is  denied 
when  the  motive  for  the  seizure  is  shewn  to  have  been 
false,  or  should  any  doctrine  of  France  place  the  pro- 
perty of  a neutral  in  a worse  situation  than  if  it  had 
belonged,  as  was  supected,  to  an  enemy.  Such  doc- 
trine cannot  be  advanced  by  France,  unless  she  in- 
tends to  instruct  other  powers,  that,  in  all  future  wars 
in  which  she  may  be  engaged  with  a formidable 
rival,  it  will  be  more  prudent  to  be  her  enemy  than 
her  friend.  Nor  can  the  committee  anticipate  any 
grounds  upon  which  a decision,  unfavorable  to  the 
other  claims  embraced  in  the  other  three  enumerat- 
ed classes,  can  be  justly  made,  resting,  as  they  obvi- 
ously do,  upon  the  immutable  basis  of  justice  and  na- 
tional law. 

A due  regard  to  those  relations  of  amity  that  have 
ever  united  this  government  with  France,  to  the  sti- 
pulations of  her  treaty  with  us,  to  her  character  for 
liberal  justice  to  foreign  claimants,  will  doubtless  in- 
duce the  government  of  that  country  to  adjust  those 
claims  whenever  they  are  fairly  considered. 

Under  the  hope  and  expectation  that  attention  will 
be  given  to  this  interesting  subject  by  France,  prior 
to  the  next  session  of  congress,  the  committee,  with- 
out asking  to  be  discharged  from  the  further  consi- 
deration of  the  several  petitions  referred  to  them,  re- 
commended to  the  house  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  the  president  of  the  United  States 
be  requested  to  lay  before  the  house,  at  the  next  ses- 
sion, as  early  as  the  public  interest  will  permit,  the 
correspondence  which  may  be  held  with  the  govern- 
ment of  France,  prior  to  that  time,  on  the  subject  of 
injuries  sustained  by  citizens  of  the  United  States, 
since  the  year  1806.  [Laid  on  the  table.] 


List  of  Acts 

PASSED  DURING  THE  FIRST  SESSION  OF  THE  EIGHTEENTH 
CONGRESS. 

An  act  appropriating  a certain  sum  of  money  for 
fhe  relief  of  Daniel  D Tompkins 


An  act  authorizing  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  to 
furnish,  for  the  use  of  the  territory  of  Arkansas,  an 
abstract  of  the  military  bounty  lands,  lying  within  the 
same. 

An  act  supplementary  to  the  act  entitled  “an  act 
for  the  relief  of  persons  in  prisons  for  debt. 

An  act  concerning  discriminating  duties  of  ton- 
nage and  imports. 

An  act  making  a partial  appropriation  for  the  year  . 
1824. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  certain  distillers  within  the 
county  of  Berks,  in  the  state  of  Pennsylvania.  * 

An  act  further  extending  the  term  of  half  pay  pen- 
sions to  the  widows  and  children  of  officers,  seamen 
and  marines,  who  died  in  the  public  service. 

An  act  authorizing  the  commissioners  of  the  sink- 
ing fund  to  purchase  the  seven  per  cent,  stock  of 
the  United  States,  in  the  year  1824. 

An  act  to  authorize  the  surveying  and  making  a 
road  from  a point  opposite  to  Memphis,  in  the  state 
of  Tennessee,  to  Little  Rock,  in  the  territory  of 
Arkansas. 

An  act  to  revive  and  continue  in  force  an  act,  en- 
titled “an  act  for  fixing  the  compensation  of  the  se- 
cretary of  the  senate  and  clerk  of  the  house  of  repre- 
sentatives, of  the  clerks  employed  in  their  offices, 
and  of  the  librarian. 

An  act  to  authorize  the  laying  out  and  opening  cer- 
tain public  roads  in  the  territory  of  Florida. 

An  act  to  regulate  the  surveying  of  public  and  pri- 
vate land  claims  in  the  southern  part  of  Alabama. 

An  act  to  extend  the  time  limited  for  the  settle- 
ment of  private  land  claims  in  the  territory  of  Flori- 
da. 

An  act  to  repeal  in  part  an  act,  entitled  “an  act  to 
lessen  the  compensation  for  marshals,  clerks  and 
attorneys,  in  the  cases  therein  mentioned. 

An  act  making  appropriations  for  the  military  ser- 
vice of  the  United  States,  for  the  year  1824. 

An  act  for  the  better  organization  of  the  district 
courts  of  the  United  States  within  the  state  of  Ala- 
bama. 

An  act  to  define  the  boundary  lines  between  the 
Edwardsville  and  Springfield  land  districts,  in  the 
state  of  Illinois. 

An  act  to  change  the  terms  of  the  district  court  of 
the  United  States  for  the  Kentucky  district. 

An  act  to  authorize  the  employing  of  certain  assist- 
ants in  the  general  land  office. 

An  act  making  appropriations  for  the  support  of  go- 
vernment, for  the  year  1824. 

An  act  to  amend  an  act,  entitled  “an  act  for  the  es- 
tablishment of  a turnpike  company,  in  the  county  of 
Alexandria,  in  the  district  of  Columbia. 

An  act  extending  the  term  of  pensions  granted  to 
persons  disabled,  and  to  the  widows,  &c.  of  those 
who  have  been  slain,  or  who  have  died  in  conse* 
quence  of  wounds  or  casualties,  received  while  in 
the  line  of  their  duty,  on  board  of  the  private  armed 
ships  of  the  United  States,  during  the  late  war. 

An  act  confirming  certain  acts  of  James  Miller,  as 
governor  of  the  territory  of  Arkansas,  and  for  other 
purposes. 

An  act  to  change  the  terms  of  the  circuit  and  dis- 
trict courts  of  the  United  States,  in  the  state  of  Ohio, 
and  of  the  terms  of  the  circuit  court  in  Kentucky. 

An  act  giving  the  consent  and  sanction  of  congress, 
to  certain  acts  of  the  legislative  council  of  the  terri- 
tory of  Florida. 

An  act  to  alter  the  times  of  holding  the  district 
court  of  the  United  States  for  the  district  of  Illinois. 

An  act  making  appropriations  for  the  support  of 
the  navy  of  the  United  States,  for  the  year  one  thous- 
and eight  hundred  and  twenty-four. 

An  act  supplementary  to  the  act,  entitled  “an  act 
supplementary  to  the  act,  entitled  an  act  for  the  relief 
of  persons  imprisoned  for  debt.” 
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An  act  authorizing  the  executors  of  John  B.  Me- 
bane,  to  collect  certain  taxes. 

An  act  making  appropriations  for  certain  fortifica-  ; 
tions  of  the  United  States,  for  the  year  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  twenty-four. 

An  act  to  alter  the  times  of  holding  the  circuit 
court  for  the  district  of  Missouri.  j 

An  act  to  procure  the  necessary  surveys,  plans  and 
estimates,  upon  the  subject  of  roads  and  canals.  j 

An  act  rewarding  the  officers  and  crews  of  two  j 
gigs,  or  3mall  boats,  under  the  command  of  lieutenant 
Francis  H Gregory,  of  the  United  States  navy. 

An  act  for  enclosing  the  burial  ground  of  Christ 
church,  Washington  parish. 

An  act  declaring  the  consent  of  congress^to  certain 
acts  of  the  state  of  Alabama. 

An  act  altering  the  times  of  holding  the  courts  in  ! 
the  District  of  Columbia. 

An  act  releasing  the  owners  of  the  ship  General 
Jackson  from  the  payment  of  certain  duties. 

An  act  authorizing  the  issuing  of  certain  deben- 
tures to  Barnard  Thooft. 

An  act  to  provide  for  repaying  to  Bezaleel  Wells, 
a certain  sum  of  money  by  him  erroneously  paid  into 
the  treasury. 

An  act  to  provide  for  the  extinguishment  of  the 
debt  due  to  the  United  States,  by  the  purchasers  of 
public  lands. 

An  act  providing  for  the  appointment  of  an  agent 
to  the  Osage  Indians,  west  of  the  state  of  Missouri, 
&c. 

An  aat  to  compensate  William  Cocke  for  certain 
military  services  rendered  the  United  States  during 
the  late  war,  and  for  the  relief  of  John  T.  Johnson. 

An  act  concerning  invalid  pensions. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  certain  persons  who  have 
paid  duties  on  certain  goods  imported  into  Castine. 

Au  act  for  the  relief  of  the  administrators  of 
John  B.  Fanning,  deceased,  late  a purser  in  the 
United  States  navy. 

An  act  supplementary  to  an  act,  entitled  “an  act, 
authorizing  the  executors  of  John  B.  Mebane,  to  col- 
lect certain  arrears  of  tax. 

An  act  to  authorize  the  issuing  a register  to  the 
brig  William,  of  New  York. 

An  act  to  amend  the  several  acts  imposing  duties  on 
imports. 

An  act  providing  for  a grant  of  land  for  the  seat  of 
government  in  the  territory  of  Florida,  and  for  other 
purposes. 

An  act  supplementary  to  an  act,  approved  on  the 
3d  day  of  March,  1819,  entitled  “an  act  providing  for 
the  correction  of  errors  in  making  entries  of  lands  at 
the  land  offices. 

An  act  to  improve  the  navigation  of  the  Ohio  and 
Mississippi  rivers. 

An  act  to  authorize  the  creation  of  a stock  to  an 
amount  not  exceeding  five  millions  of  dollars,  to  pro- 
vide for  the  awards  of  the  commissioners  under  the 
treaty  with  Spain,  of  the  22dof  February,  1819. 

An  act  changing  the  mode  of  surveying  the  public 
lands,  on  any  lake,  bayou  or  water-course. 

An  act  to  alter  the  terms  of  holding  the  district  and 
circuit  courts  of  the  United  States,  for  the  district  of 
South  Carolina. 

An  act  to  enable  the  president  to  hold  treaties  with 
certain  Indian  tribes,  and  for  other  purposes. 

An  act  making  further  appropriations  for  the  mili- 
tary service  of  the  United  States,  for  the  year  1824, 
and  for  other  purposes. 

An  act  appropriating  a sum  of  money  to  Benjamin 
Huffman,  of  the  state  of  Indianna. 

An  act  making  appropriations  to  carry  into  effect 
certain  Indian  treaties. 

An  act  to  allow  the  bounty  to  vessels  employed  in 
the  cod  fisheries  in  certain  cases. 

An  act  making  appropriations  for  deepening  the 


channel  leading  into  the  harbor  of  Presque  Isle,  and 
for  repairing  Plymouth  beach. 

An  act  concerning  pre-emption  rights  in  the  terri- 
ttory  of  Arkansas. 

An  act  to  fix  the  western  boundary  line  of  the  ter- 
ritory of  Arkansas,  and  for  other  purposes. 

An  act  making  an  appropriation  towards  the  extin- 
guishment of  the  Quaupau  title  to  lands  in  the  terri- 
tory of  Arkansas. 

An  act  authorizing  the  employment  of  clerks,  and 
certain  messengers  and  assistants,  and  other  persons 
in  the  several  departments. 

An  act  to  allow  a salary  to  the  collectors  of  the 
districts  of  Nantucket  and  Pensacola,  and  to  abolish 
the  office  of  surveyor  of  the  district  of  Pensacola. 

An  act  to  confer  certain  powers  on  the  levy  court 
of  the  county  of  Alexandria,  in  the  District  of  Colum- 
bia, and  for  other  purposes. 

An  act  further  to  regulate  the  inspection  of  flour,  in 
the  county  of  Alexandria. 

An  act  to  authorize  masters  of  vessels  in  certain 
cases,  to  clear  out  either  at  the  custom  house  in  Pe~ 
tersburgh,  or  that  of  Richmond.? 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  certain  distillers  in  the 
United  States. 

An  act  to  amend  an  act,  entitled  “an  act  to  amend 
an  act  for  the  establishment  of  a territorial  govern- 
ment in  Florida,  and  for  other  purposes.” 

An  act  granting  donations  of  land  to  certain  actual 
settlers  in  the  territory  of  Florida. 

An  act  to  authorize  the  state  of  Indiana  to  open  a 
canal  through  the  public  lands,  to  connect  the  naviga- 
tion of  the  river  Wabash  and  the  Miami. 

An  act  authorizing  the  examination  and  survey  of 
the  harbour  of  Charleston,  in  South  Carolina,  of  St. 
Mary’s,  in  Georgia,  and  of  the  coast  of  Florida,  and 
for  other  purposes. 

An  act  to  alter  the  judicial  district  of  Virginia,  and 
for  other  purposes. 

An  act  for  altering  the  time  for  holding  the  cir- 
cuit court  of  the  United  States,  for  the  4th  circuit, 
in  the  Maryland  district. 

An  act  granting  to  the  counties  or  parishes,  of 
each  state  and  territory  of  the  United  States,  in 
which  the  public  lands  are  situated,  the  right  of  pre- 
emption to  quarter  sections  of  land,  for  seats  of  jus- 
tice within  the  same. 

An  act  to  alter  the  judicial  districts  of  Pennsylva-! 
nia,  and  for  other  purposes. 

An  act  to  establish  an  additional  land  office  in  the 
state  of  Missouri. 

An  act  to  provide  for  the  sale  of  lands  conveyed  to 
the  United  States  in  certain  cases,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses. 

An  act  enabling  the  claimants  to  lands  within  the 
limits  of  Missouri  and  territory  of  Arkansas,  to  insti- 
tute proceedings  to  try  the  validity  of  their  claims. 

An  act  providing  for  the  disposition  of  three  several 
tracts  of  land  in  Tuscarawas  county,  in  the  state  of 
Ohio,  and  for  other  purposes. 

An  act  supplementary  to  the  several  acts  providing 
for  ascertaining  and  adjusting  the  titles  and  claims  to 
land  in  the  St.  Helena  and  Jackson  Court  House  land 
districts. 

An  act  explanatory  of  an  act,  entitled  “An  act  to 
provide  for  the  extinguishment  of  the  debt  due  to  the 
United  States  by  the  purchasers  of  public  lands;” 
approved  on  the  18th  day  of  May,  1824. 

An  act  to  allow  further  time  to  complete  the  issuing 
and  locating  of  military  land  warrants. 

An  act  making  an  appropriation  for  the  use  of  the 
library  of  congress,  and  for  furnishing  rooms  in  the 
eapitol. 

An  act  to  authorize  the  building  of  light  houses, 
li  ght  vessels  and  beacons,  therein  mentioned,  and  for 
other  purposes. 

An  act  to  authorize  the  president  to  exchange  five 
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acres  of  land  on  the  south  side  of  the  public  lot  at  Ba- 
ton Rouge,  for  an  equal  quantity  of  land  on  the  north 
side  of  said  lot. 

An  act  to  regulate  the  mode  of  practice  in  the  courts 
of  the  United  States,  for  the  district  of  Louisiana. 

An  act  supplementary  to  “An  act  providing  for  the 
examination  of  titles  to  land  in  that  part  of  the  state 
of  Louisiana,  situated  between  the  Rio  Honda  and  the 
Sabine  rivers. 

An  act  to  complete  the  survey  of  the  southern  and 
western  boundary  of  the  state  of  Missouri. 

An  act  supplementary  to  an  act  passed  on  the  13th 
day  of  June,  1812,  entitled  “An  act  making  further 
provision  for  settling  the  claims  to  land  in  the  terri- 
tory of  Missouri.” 

An  act  granting  certain  lots  of  ground  to  the  cor- 
poration of  the  city  of  Mobile,  and  to  certain  indi- 
viduals of  said  city. 

An  act  in  further  addition  to  an  act  to  establish  an 
uniform  rule  of  naturalization,  and  to  repeal  the  acts 
heretofore  passed  on  that  subject. 

An  act  explanatory  of  an  act,  entitled  “An  act  for 
the  relief  of  the  officers,  volunteers  and  other  per- 
sons engaged  in  the  late  campaign  against  the  Semi- 
nole Indians;”  passed  the  4th  May,  1822. 

An  act  to  authorize  the  president  of  the  United 
States  to  enter  into  certain  negociations,  relative  to 
lands  located  under  Virginia  military  land  warrants, 
lying  between  Ludlow’s  and  Robert’s  lines,  in  the 
state  of  Ohio 

An  act  to  authorize  the  surveying  and  making  of 
a road  from  a point  in  the  north  western  boundary 
of  the  state  of  Ohio,  near  the  foot  of  the  Rapids  of 
the  Miami  of  Lake  Erie,  to  Detriot,  in  the  territory  of 
Michigan. 

An  act  to  revive  and  extend  the  term  of  certain 
pensions  which  have  expired  by  limitation. 

An  act  to  regulate  the  fees  of  the  register  of  wills 
in  the  several  counties  within  the  district  of  Colum- 
bia. 

An  act  to  authorize  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  to 
exchange  a stock,  bearing  an  interest  of  four  and  one 
half  per  cent,  for  certain  stocks  bearing  an  interest  of 
six  per  cent. 

An  act  granting  to  the  corporation  of  Tuscaloosa, 
certain  lots  ano  privileges  over  the  reservations  and 
commons  in  said  town. 

An  act  reserving  to  the  Wyandot  tribe  of  indians  a 
certain  tract  of  land,  in  lieu  of  a reservation  made  to 
them  by  treaty. 

An  act  supplementary  to  the  acts  to  incorporate  the 
inhabitants  of  the  city  of  AVashington;  passed  the  15th 
of  May,  1820,  and  for  other  purposes. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  corportion  of  the  church 
St.  Ann,  and  to  authorize  the  extension  of  Larne d 
street,  in  the  town  of  Detroit. 

An  act  granting  a tract  of  land  to  the  inhabitants  of 
the  parish  of  Point  Coupee,  on  certain  conditions. 

An  act  to  authorize  the  issuing  of  letters  patent  to 
Nathaniel  Sylvester. 

An  act  making  an  appropriation  for  the  payment  of 
the  claims  of  Daniel  D.  Tompkins,  late  governor  of 
the  state  of  New  Vork,  against  the  United  States. 

An  act  granting  a tract  of  land  to  the  parish  of 
West  Baton  Rogue,  on  certain  conditions. 

Resolution  providing  a place  of  deposite  for  the 
portrait  of  Columbus,  and  directing  the  distribution 
of  certain  copies  of  the  declaration  of  independence, 
now  in  the  department  of  state. 

PRIVATE  ACTS. 

" For  the  relief  of  Thomas  AV.  Bacot;  Charles  M. 
Collier;  Jeremiah  Manning;  Loudon  Case;  AVilliam 
Bartlett  and  John  Sterns;  Brintnell  Robbins;  AVilliam 
Kendall;  Jacob  Babbit;  Garrett  Fountain;  Samuel 
Wharton;  legal  representatives  of  John  Michael; 
Samuel  Brown;  supplementary  to  the  act  for  the  re- 
lief of  John  B.  Hogan ; for  the  relief  of  Barbara  Pau- 


las; Joseph  Wood;  Celestin  Moreau;  legal  represen- 
tatives of  Joseph  C.  Boyd;  James  Johnson;  Napier, 

' Rapeley  & Bennet,  and  Petray  & Veil;  Noah  Smith; 
Alfred  Moore  and  Sterling  Orgain;  legal  representa- 
tives of  Firman  Le  Sieur;  Ichabod  Lord  Skinner j. 
Elijah  Van  Syckle;  Charles  Gwinn;  to  authorize  the 
settlement  of  the  accounts  of  Benjamin  Lincoln  and 
others;  for  the  relief  of  capt.  Thomas  Stanniford; 
Thaddeus  Mayhew;  Amasa  Stetson;  Hanson  Kelly; 
col.  William  Duane;  AVilliam  N.  Earle;  Alvin  Bron- 
son; Nathaniel  Jones;  legal  representatives  of  Samu- 
el Mins;  do.  of  Elijah  Brush;  Solomon  Sibley;  Henry 
Lightner;  AA7illiam  T.  Nimmo;  David  Beard;  David 
Cooper;  John  Thomas  and  company;  Elliot  Rucker; 
Charles  Humphreys;  George  B.  R.  Gove;  Stephen 
Brace;  Josiah  Hook,  jun.  Joseph  AVharton;  David 
Griffin  and  Samuel  Hoag;  Mareen  Duval;  JohnAAll- 
mont;  Lemuel  Arms;  AVilliam  Blagrove;  Joseph 
Mareschal;  Thomas  Williams;  Frederick  Perley; 
Joshua  Bennett;  Robt.  Blear;  legal  representatives  of 
Charles  Bradford;  for  the  relief  of  James,  John  and 
Nathaniel  Brooks;  Robert  Brotherton;  Daniel  Car- 
roll  and  others;  Archibald  Clark;  Isaac  Collyer  and 
others;  Benjamin  Desobry;  Jonas  Duncan;  Joseph, 
Firman  and  others;  Robert  S.  Forman;  legal  repre- 
sentatives of  Fry  and  Spalding;  do  of  John  Lauder- 
man;  Morris  Goldsmith  and  Anthony  Roderick;  Ma- 
turin  Guichot;  AVilliam  Hall;  Mary  H.  Hawkins; 
Benjamin  King;  J.  M.  C.  Montgomery;  Hugh  Me 
Culloch;  Jacob  Slough;  Joseph  Smith;  John  Topp: 
Dean  Weymouth;  John  B.  Carter;  heirs  of  Michael 
Eslava;  Edward  Evans;  John  S.  Moffitt;  Laud re  Rich- 
ardson; Robert  Strain;  Dean  AVeymoutli  and  Zacha- 
riah  Bunker;  representatives  of  John  Donaldson,  Ste- 
phen Heard  and  others;  J.  Ottramare.;  assignees,  &c. 
of  John  H.  Piatt;  Hezekiah  Langly  and  Benjamin  M. 
Belt;  Alexander  Me  Nair;  Samuel  Cleveland,  junr, 
Columbian  Institute;  George  Fisher;  Arthur  H.  Hen- 
ly;  John  Holliday;  John  H.  Howland;  John  Mitchell; 
legal  representatives  of  Thomas  Robinson;  Alexander 
Scott;  Samuel  AAThite;  Joseph  M.  AATiite  and  AATilliam 
Davison. 


Laws  of  the  United  States. 

An  act  to  provide  for  the  extinguishment  of  the  debt 
due  to  the  United  States,  by  the  purchasers  of  pub- 
lic lands. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  senate  and  house  of  representatives 
of  the  United  States  of  America  in  congress  assembled,  That 
in  all  cases  where  the  purchaser,  or  legal  holder  of 
any  certificate  of  purchase  of  any  of  the  public  lands 
of  the  United  States  may  have  obtained  a certificate 
of  further  credit,  under  the  provisions  of  an  act,  passed 
second  March,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twen- 
ty one,  entitled  “An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  purcha- 
sers of  public  lands  prior  to  the  first  day  of  July,  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  twenty,”  or  of  the  acts 
supplementary  thereto,  of  the  twentieth  of  April,  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  twenty-two,  and  of  the 
third  of  March,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twen- 
ty three,  the  person  obtaining  such  certificate,  or  the 
legal  holder  thereof,  shall  be  allowed,  at  any  time 
prior  to  the  tenth  of  April,  one  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred and  twenty-five,  to  file,  with  the  Register  of  the 
land  office,  in  the  district  where  such  land  is  situated, 
a relinquishment  in  writing,  of  any  section,  half  sec- 
tion, quarter  section,  or  legal  subdivision  of  a frac- 
tional section,  made  according  to  the  provisions  of 
the  existing  laws,  in  relation  to  the  survey  and  sale  of 
the  public  lands;  and  any  payment  made,  on  any 
tract  of  land,  so  relinquished,  shall  be  applied  to  the 
payment  of  the  amount  due  on  any  tract  retained  by 
said  purchaser,  or  legal  holder  of  a certificate  of  pur- 
chase; which  relinquishment  shall  be  allowed  only  on 
condition  that  any  such  purchaser,  or  legal  holder  of 
a certificate  of  purchase,  relinquish  a sufficient  quaa- 
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it v of  land,  thereby  to  complete  his  or  her  payments  forever  remain,  a public  highway,  for  the  use  of  the 
due  to  the  United  States,  or  any  lands  retained,  or  government^of  the  United  States,  free  from  any  toll 
pay  the  balance  due,  and  which  may  afterwards  be-  or  charge  whatever,  for  any  property  of  the  United 
come  due,  in  money,  before  or  at  the  time  of  such  re-  States,  or  persons  in  their  service,  on  public  business 
linquishment;  and,  on  the  payment  of  such  balance  passing  through  the  same. 

in  money,  there  shall  be  allowed,  on  the  amount  so  Sec.  3.  Jlnd  be  it  further  enacted,  That  every  section 
paid,  a deduction  of  the  rate  of  thirty-seven  and  a half  of  land  through  which  said  canal  route  may  pass, 
per  centum:  Provided,  That  nothing  herein  contained,  shall  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby,  reserved  from  future 
shall  entitle  the  person  making  such  relinquishment  to  sale,  under  the  direction  of  the  land  commissioner  of 
claim  any  repayment  from  the  United  States,  on  ac-  the  general  land  office,  until  hereafter  specially  di- 
count of  any  lands  so  relinquished  And  provided  fur-  rented  bylaw:  and  the  said  state  is  hereby  authorized, 
ther,  That  nothing  herein  contained  shall  authorize  without  waste,  to  use  any  materials  on  the  public  lands 
any’ discounts  upon  payments  made  by  relinquish-  adjacent  to  said  canal,  that  may  be  necessary  for  its 
ment.  construction. 


Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  ah  purchasers, , 
or  legal  holders  of  any  certificate  of  purchase,  of  any  ' 
of  the  public  lands  of  the  United  States,  who  may  have 
obtained  a certificate  of  further  credit,  under  the  pro-  j 
visions  of  the  several  acts  above  mentioned,  or  making 
complete  payment,  previous  to  the  tenth  of  April, 
eighteen  hundred  and  twenty-five,  of  every  instal- 
ment now  due,  and  which  shall  afterwards  become 
■payable,  shall  be  allowed,  upon  the  amount  so  paid,  a 
deduction,  at  the  rate  of  thirty-seven  and  a half  per 
centum. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  farther  enacted,  That  it  shall  be  the 
duty  of  the  registers  and  receivers  of  the  land  offices 
of  the  United  States,  immediately  after  the  tenth  of 
April,  eighteen  hundred  and  twenty-five,  to  return 
complete  lists  of  the  lands  relinquished  to  the  United 
States,  within  their  districts;  and  such  lands  shall  be 
exposed  to  sale,  as  other  public  lands  of  the  United 
States. 

Sec.  4.  And  be  it  jurther  enacted,  That  the  register 
and  receiver  of  any  land  office,  shall  be  allowed  dou- 
ble the  fees  given  them  by  the  act  of  the  second  of 
March,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twenty-one, 
for  like  services,  to  be  paid  by  the  person  or  per- 
sons availing  themselves  of  the  provisions  of  this  act. 

Sec.  5;  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  provisions 
©f  this  act  be  extended  to  town  lots  and  out  lots  re- 
served for  that  purpose,  and  sold  by  the  United  States 
on  a credit. 

Washington,  May  18th,  1S24:  Approved. 

An  act  to  authorize  the  state  of  Indianna  to  open  a 
canal  through  the  public  lands,  to  connect  the  na- 
vigation of  the  rivers  Wabash  and  the  Miami  of 
lake  Erie. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  senate  and  house  of  representatives 
of  the  United  States  of  America,  in  congress  assembled, 
That  the  state  of  Indiana  be,  and  is  hereby,  authoriz- 
ed to  survey  and  mark,  through  the  public  lands  of 
the  United  States,  the  route  of  a canal,  by  which  to 
connect  the  navigation  of  the  rivers  Wabash  and 
Miami  of  lake  Erie;  and  ninety  feet  of  land,  on  each 
side  of  said  canal,  shall  be  reserved  from  sale  on  the 
part  of  the  United  States,  and  the  use  thereof,  for- 
ever, be  vested  in  the  state  aforesaid,  for  a canal,  and 
for  no  other  purpose  whatsoever. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That,  if  the  said 
state  shall  not  survey,  and  direct  by  law  said  canal  to 
be  opened,  and  furnish  the  commissioner  of  the  ge- 
neral land  office  a map  thereof,  within  three  years 
from  and  after  the  date  of  this  act;  or,  if  the  said 
canal  be  not  completed,  suitable  for  navigation,  with- 
in twelve  years  thereafter;  or,  if  said  land,  hereby 
granted,  shall  ever  cease  to  be  used  and  occupied  for 
fhe  purpose  of  constructing  and  keeping  in  repair  a 
canal  suitable  for  navigation;  the  reservation  and 
grant  aforesaid  shall  be  void,  and  of  none  effect: 
Provided,  That  nothing  in  this  act  contained,  or  shall 
be  done  in  pursuance  thereof,  shall  be  deemed  to 
imply  any  obligation  on  the  part  of  the  United  States, 
Po  appropriate  money  to  defray  the  expense  of  survey- 
ing or  opening  said  canal:  And  provided,  likewise, 
That  the  said  canal,  when  completed,  shall  be.  and 


Washington,  May  26,  1824.  Approved. 

To  allow  the  bounty  to  vessels  employed  in  the  cod 
Fisheries,  in  certain  cases. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  senate  and  house  of  representa- 
tives of  the  United  States  of  Amer  ica  in  congress  assem- 
bled, That  any  vessel  which  shall  be  licensed  accord- 
ing to  law,  for  the  cod  fishery,  and  which  shall  have 
completed  her  fishing  term,  according  to  the  provi- 
sions of  law,  and  thereby  become  entitled  to  the  al- 
lowance of  bounty,  shall,  in  returning  to  any  port 
within  the  United  States,  be  wrecked  or  lost,  the 
owner  or  owners,  and  crew  of  such  vessel,  shall,  on 
satisfactory  proof  being  made  to  the  comptroller  of 
the  treasury,  of  the  wreck,  or  loss  of  such  vessel,  be 


Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  any  vessel 
which  shall  have  completed  her  fishing  term,  subse- 
quent to  the  act,  entitled  “an  act  in  addition  to,  and 
alteration  of,  an  act,  entitled  “an  act  laying  a duty  on 
imported  salt,  granting  a bounty  on  pickled  fish  ex- 
ported, and  allowance  to  certain  vessels  employed  in 
the  fisheries,”  passed  the  third  of  March,  one  thou- 
sand eight  hundred  and  nineteen,  and  which  shall,  in 
returning  to  any  port  in  the  United  States,  have  been 
wrecked  or  lost,  the  owner  or  owners,  and  crew,  of 
such  fishing-vessel,  shall  have  extended  to  them  the 
provisions  of  the  first  section  of  this  act. 

Washington,  May  26,  1824:  Approved. 


Interior  trade  with  Mexico. 

Message  from  the  president  of  the  United  States, 
transmitting  a communication  from  the  department 
of  state,  in  relation  to  the  intercourse  and  trade, 
now  carried  on  between  the  United  States,  (and 
particularly  the  people  of  the  state  of  Missouri), 
and  the  Mexican  provinces,  &c. 

Governor  McNair  to  the  secretary  of  state. 

Washington  city,  21th  April,  1824. 
Sir:  Permit  me,  through  you,  to  communicate  to  his 
excellency  the  president  of  the  United  States,  the 
following  ideas;  from  which,  if  circumstances  would 
allow  of  their  going  into  operation,  much  good  might, 
perhaps,  result  to  the  young  and  enterprising  of  the 
west,  as  well  as  the  nation  generally.  I mean  the  in- 
terposition of  the  general  government  for  the  pro- 
tection of  an  intercourse  between  the  citizens  of  the 
United  States  and  the  inhabitants  of  the  northern  and 
eastern  parts  of  Mexico.  This  intercourse  has  been, 
on  a small  scale,  attempted  by  a few  brave  and  en- 
terprising men  from  the  state  of  Missouri,  but  with 
much  risk  of  lives  and  property.  The  latter,  they 
have  frequently  been  robbed  of  by  the  Indians.  These 
evils  can  only  be  prevented  by  means  of  a negocia- 
tion,  to  be  opened  by  the  general  government,  with 
the  Indians,  through  which  the  route  would  pass, 
from  a favorable  point  on  the  Missouri  river  to  San- 
ta Fe.  The  Indians  should  be  made  responsible  for 
depredations  committed  on  citizens  of  the  United 
States,  as  well  as  on  citizens  of  the  republic  of  Mexi- 
co visiting  the  United  States. 
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The  benefits  which  would  result  from  a safe  in- 
tercourse between  the  United  States  and  those  parts 
of  Mexico,  it  might  be  considered  presumption  in 
me  to  comment  on.  Its  many  important  advantages 
will  be  obvious  to  the  judgment  of  those  much  more 
capable  of  doing  justice  to  the  subject  than  myself. 

I will,  therefore,  submit  it  with  the  following  few  re- 
marks : 

1st.  A safe  intercourse  between  the  citizens  of  this 
government  and  the  northern  and  eastern  parts  of  the 
Mexican  dominions,  will  awaken  the  inhabitants  of 
the  latter  to  the  blessings  of  a republican  system  of 
government;  blessings  which  the  American  people 
wish  all  nations  to  enjoy,  and  the  value  of  which 
will  be  more  deeply  impressed  on  the  minds  of  stran- 
gers by  an  experimental  knowledge  of  our  enjoy- 
ments. 

2dly.  Many  advantages  will  flow  from  the  com- 
merce, to  which  the  establishment  of  a safe  inter- 
course will  naturally  lead;  and  many  of  the  produc- 
tions and  manufactures  of  our  country  will  be  ex- 
changed for  silver,  mules,  horses  and  other  articles 
in  demand  w'ith  us. 

3dly.  The  establishment  and  protection  of  safe  in- 
tercourse would  not  only  essentially  benefit  the  peo- 
ple of  the  two  governments,  but  would  be  attended 
with  a beneficial  result  as  it  relates  to  the  Indian  na- 
tions, through  which  the  communication  would  pass, 
and  those  bordering  on  them.  Some  of  these  nations 
yet  know  little  of  the  American  character.  The  most 
effectual  mode  of  maintaining  friendship  with  the  In- 
dians, is  to  impress  them  with  a deep  sense  of  your 
superiority.  This,  when  judiciously  attended  to, 
does  not  require  a great  expense;  and  the  saving  of 
much  blood  will  unquestionably,  result  from  a timely 
interposition  on  the  part  of  the  government. 

4thly.  A portion  of  the  western  people  have  been 
in  the  habit  of  hunting  and  trapping  for  a living; 
should  the  privilege  be  denied  them  of  following  their 
pursuits  in  the  Indian  country,  they  will  seek  other 
employments.  All  cannot  be  engaged  in  the  Indian 
trade,  and  some  will  extend  their  enterprizes  into 
the  Mexican  dominions.  These,  if  not  protected  by 
government,  they  will  hazard  at  their  own  risk;  dif- 
ficulties with  the  Indians  will  inevitably  follow;  and 
a train  of  mischievous  consequences  can  alone  be  pre- 
vented by  laying  of  the  foundation,  on  the  part  of  the 
general  government,  of  a proper  understanding  with 
them. 

5thly.  The  city  of  Mexico  is  situated  at  so  great  a 
distance  from  the  northern  and  eastern  limits  of  the 
republic,  that  a safe  and  harmonious  intercourse  can- 
not be  opened  and  maintained  without  the  establish- 
ment of  an  agency  at  Santa  Fe,  in  strict  subordina- 
tion to  the  government  at  Washington,  and  the  Ame- 
rican minister  at  Mexico. 

Such  amagent  would  have  much  in  his  power  to- 
wards producing  and  maintaining  the  proper  friendly 
understanding  between  the  American  people  and  the 
citizens  of  Mexico,  as  well  as  with  the  numerous  In- 
dian nations.  This  agent  would  be  extremely  useful  to 
the  government,  in  keeping  a constant  communication 
of  the  state  of  affairs  in  that  section  of  the  country 
with  the  government  at  home,  as  well  as  with  the 
American  minister  at  the  city  of  Mexico.  Such  an 
agent  ought  to  have  the  charge,  in  a certain  degree,  of 
the  Indians  bordering  on  the  Mexican  republic. 

6thly.  The  route  in  contemplation,  would  pass 
through  a healthy  country,  and  would  be  attended 
with  many  facilities,  too  numerous  at  present  to  de- 
tail. Those  who  would  not  have  the  means  of  visit- 
ing Mexico  in  a more  expensive  mode,  could  pursue 
this  route,  with  little  comparative  cost. 

The  establishment,  the  encouragement,  and  the 


protection  of  this  intercourse  will  be,  I have  no 
doubt,  cheerfully  met  on  the  part  of  the  Mexican  go- 
vernment; and,  with  the  means  thus  afforded  themr 
the  day  will  rapidly  approach  when  the  people  of 
that  country  will  become  genuine,  orderly  and  pa- 
triotic republicans. 

Respectfully,  I have  the  honor  to  be,  your  most 
obedient  servant,  A.  M’NAIR. 

The  hon.  John  Quincy  Adams,  secretary  of  state. 


CHRONICLE.  ' 

Franklin  74.  An  explosion  took  place  in  a boat  fit- 
ted out  from  this  ship  to  search  for  pirates,  by  which 
eleven  of  the  crew  were  much  iniured.  two  of  whom 
died. 

Pennsylvania.  John  Tod,  esq.  late  member  of  con- 
gress and  chairman  of  the  committee  on  manufac- 
tures, has  been  appointed  president  of  the  I6th  judi- 
cial district  in  this  state. 

Montserado.  The  colony  at  this  place  seems  now' 
to  be  prosperous.  The  C}tus,  which  sailed  from  Pe- 
tersburg with  upwards  of  100  settlers,  had  arrived, 
and  though  some  of  them  were  taken  sick,  none 
had  died  except  one  woman  and  three  children — 
neither  of  which  by  the  diseases  of  the  climate.  The 
native  tribes  appear  to  be  quiet  and  well  disposed. 

NAVY  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

Promotions  and  appointments  in  the  marine  corps  and 

navy , as  confirmed  by  the  senate,  May  26,  1824 

Promotions  in  the  marine  corps.  Joseph  L.  Kuhn 
and  Charles  R.  Broom,  first  lieutenants,  to  be  cap- 
tains in  the  marine  corps. 

Benjamin  W.  Macomber,  Abram  N..  Brevoort 
and  Samuel  J.  Coejeman,  second  lieutenants,  to  be 
first  lieutenants  in  the  marine  corps. 

Appointments  in  the  marine  corps.  George  F.  Lind- 
say, of  Mass.  William  A.  Randolph,  of  S.  C.  Landon 
N.  Carter,  of  Va.  John  G.  Reynolds,  of  N.  Y.  and 
Henry  W.  Fowler,  of  Lou.  to  be  second  lieutenants 
in  the  marine  corps. 

Appointments  in  the  navy.  Edmund  L.  Dubarry,  of 
Penn.  Stephen  Rapalje,  of  N.  Y.  John  Haslett,  of  S.  C- 
Henry  W.  Bassett,  of  Md.  Benjamin  R.  Tinslar,  of 
N.  Y.  C.  H.  Van  Brunt,  of  N.  Y.  Waters  Smith,  of 
Florida,  Isaac  Hulse,  of  N.Y.  Cornelius  Moore,  of  N 
Y.  and  Thomas  J.  Bradner,  of  N.  Y.  to  be  sturgeon’s 
mates  in  the  navy. 

John  N.  Hambleton,  of  Md.  Joseph  Watson, of  Mass 
William  McMurtrie,  of  Penn,  and  John  C.  De  Hart, 
of  N.  J.  to  be  pursers  in  the  navy. 

Cave  Jones,  of  N.  Y.  to  be  chaplain,  in  the  navy 

Navy  department,  31  si  May,  1S24. 

Resignations  in  the  navy,  since  Sept.  1,  1S23. 

Lieutenants — Robert  Spedden,  C.  W.  Stevens  and 
James  F.  Curtis. 

Surgeons — J.  G.  T.  Hunt,  Charles  Cotton,  George 
T.  Kennon,  William  Barnewell,  Amos  A.  Evans, 
Robert  R.  Barton,  R.  C.  Randolph,  C.  M.  Reese, 
James  Page. 

Surgeon^s  mates — F.  S-  Beattie,  D.  N.  Manon,  Ma- 
nuel Phillips,  R.  F.  Dandridge,  R.  T.  Falconer. 

Passed  midshipmen — T.  B.  Curtis,  D.  Convngham. 

Midshipmen— J.  M.  Allen,  J.  H.  Amory,  John  C 
Jones,  IS.  Marchand,  William  Pollard,  Henry  Potter, 
C.  H.  Starr,  Richard  Stew’art,  Lewis  Seeger. 

RECAPITULATION  OF  RESIGNATIONS. 

Lieutenants 

Surgeons  ^ 

Surgeon’s  mates  5 

Passed  midshipmen  2 

Midshipmen  ® 
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Long  articles.  As  they  are  deemed  important  by 
many,  and  it  is  our  proper  duty  to  record  them,  we 
shall  proceed  to  give  place  to  the  report  of  the  com- 
mittee of  the  house  of  representatives,  in  the  case  of 
Messrs.  Edwards  and  Crawford — the  correspondence 
of  the  secretary  of  state,  &.c.  belonging  to  the  late 
convention  with  Great  Britain,  and  the  speeches  of 
Messrs  Clay  and  Webster  on  the  tariff  question.  Af- 
ter which,  to  present  some  of  the  very  interesting  facts 
developed  in  that  discussion,  many  other  speeches 
shall  be  briefly  noticed,  and  some  of  them  on  the  sub- 
ject of  internal  improvements  be  published.  Here  is  a 
great  deal  of  work  “cut  out,”  but  we  hope  to  dispose 
of  it  by  the  assistance  of  supplements,  without  too  j 
much  encroaching  on  thespace  that  must  be  reserved 
for  current  matters. 

Spanish  claims.  About  one  third  of  the  five  mil- 
lions awarded,  is  distributed  in  the  states  of  Maine, 
New-Hampshire,  Massachusetts  and  Rhode  Island — 
1,600,000  to  Philadelphia,  6(50,000  to  Baltimore,  &c. 
The  amount  that  Boston  receives  is  about  1,400,000. 
The  disbursement  of  this  large  sum  has  had  the  effect 
to  make  money  very  “plenty.  ” It  may  be  had  in  pri- 
vate transactions  at  5 per  cent,  or  even  less,  when  the 
paper  is  good  and  the  time  long. 

The  committee  or  investigation,  to  whom  was  re- 
ferred the  memorial  and  address  of  Mr.  Edwards, 
continued  their  sitting  until  the  21st  instant,  and  then 
adjourned.  Their  report  is  inserted  in  page  273. 

Though  the  previous  report  made  to  the  house  of 
representatives,  by  the  same  committee,  has  not  been 
published  in  the  Register,  the  recapitulation  of  its 
facts  and  the  conclusions  drawn  from  them  by  the 
committee,  have  been  presented;  and  these,  perhaps, 
are  sufficient  to  a pretty  correct  understanding  of  the 
matter,  though  I shall  speedily  publish  the  said  report 
at  full  length,  and  some  other  papers  that  belong  to 
the  subject,  and  the  whole  shall  be  submitted  without 
comment,  at  least  until  the  matter  is  fully  and  fairly 
before  the  readers  of  this  paper. 

Mr.  Edwards  has  tendered  a resignation  of  his  ap- 
pointment of  minister  to  Mexico — that,  as  it  is  said, 
he  maybe  present  at  the  meeting  of  congress' to  sup- 
port the  charges  hehas  preferred,  &c.  It  appears  that 
his  resignation  took  place  “ before  the  president  had 
lime  to  read  the  report  and  evidence;”  so  says  the 
■National  Intelligencer.” 

Pauperism.  The  following  is  taken  from  an  ab- 
stract of  a very  important  report  on  the  subject  of 
'he  poor  laws,  made  to  the  legislature  of  JVt no  York, 
bv  J-  V.  N.  Yates,  secretary  of  state,  during  the  last! 
session. 

In  this  report,  the  poor  of  the  state  are  divided 
into  two  classes — permanent  and  occasional.  Of  the 
first  class  there  are  6,896 — of  the  other  15,215;  mak- 
ing a total  of  22,111  paupers.  Among  the  permanent 
paupers  there  are  446  ideots  and  lunatics;  2S7  who 
arc  blind;  023  extremely  aged  and  infirm;  797 who 
are  lame,  or  in  such  ill  health  as  to  be  wholly  unfit  for 
labor:  2,604  children,  under  fourteen  years,  and 
1,7S9  paupers  of  both  sexes,  who  could  earn  their 
living  if  proper  labor  were  assigned  them,  and  who, 
with  good  management,  might  earn  150,000  dollars 
annually.  Of  the  permanent  paupers,  it  is  estimated 
that,  at  least,  1,534  males  were  reduced  to  that  state 
by  intemperance — of  consequence,  that  their  families, 
(consisting  of  989  wives  and  2.167  children \ were, 
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by  the  same  cause,  reduced  to  want.  To  the  same 
source  may  be  ascribed  more  than  one  half  of  the  oc- 
casional paupers.  Of  the  whole  amount  of  both 
classes  10,523  are  males,  and  11,588  females:  of 
these  5,883,  (including  their  children),  are  either 
aliens  or  naturalized  foreigners;  and  16,228,  (includ- 
ing their  children),  are  native  citizens.  The  whole 
number  of  children,  under  fourteen  years,  amount  to 
8,753,  the  greater  number  of  whom  are  entirely  des- 
titute of  education,  and  of  moral  habits.  In  the  eigh- 
teen counties  bordering  on  the  ocean  and  on  the  Hud ' 
son  river,  with  a population  of  582,225  souls,  12,270 
permanent  and  occasional  paupers  are  maintained  or 
relieved.  The.  city  of  New  York,  alone,  maintains 
1,698  permanent,  and  relieves  7,858  occasional  pau- 
pers, annually,  being  more  than  three-sevenths  of  all 
the  paupers,  and  nearly  one  fourth  of  all  the  perma- 
nent poor  of  the  state. 

In  New  York  state  there  is  one  permanent  pauper 
for  every  220  souls,  and  one  occasional  pauper  for 
every  100  Souls.  In  Massachusetts,  one  for  every  68 
souls  is  a permanent  pauper.  In  Connecticut,  one  for 
every  150.  In  New  Hampshire,  one  for  every  100. 
In  Delaware,  one  for  224.  In  Pennsylvania,  one  for 
265.  No  satisfactory  returns  have,  been  received 
from  the  other  states,  but  it  appears  that  in  those 
states  where  the  poor  house  system  has  prevailed  for 
the  greatest  length  of  time,  the  ratio  of  pauperism, 
and  of  expense,  is  less  than  in  states  where  this  sys- 
tem has  been  but  partially  or  recently  introduced. 

At  Salem,  Mass,  the  overseers  of  the  town  have 
made  a statement,  of  which  the  following  is  the  sub- 
stance— :by  which  it  appears  that  a profit  has  been 
made  on  the  keeping  of  the  poor: 

“According  to  a statement  of  the  beard  of  over- 
seers, lately  published,  the  expenses  of  the  alms  house, 
for  the  year  ending  2nd  inst.  amounted  to  $14,44S  61 : 
of  which  $12, 128  29  were  for  the  alms  house,  and 
$2,322  33  for  the  relief  of  families  not  in  the  alms 
house.  Of -this  amount,  $2,970  IS  were  refunded 
from  the  treasury  of  the  state  for  the  support  of 
state  paupers,  $3,822  were  paid  by  the  town  for  ma- 
terials and  labor  in  repairing  the  highways,  $1,617 
were  paid  by  individuals  for  rocks,  gravel,  &cl  $500 
were  received  for  pork  raised  at  the  alms  house, 
$5S3  for  oakum,  $424  for  manufactures,  $598  for  oxer 
sc.’d,  various  smaller  sums  for  other  articles,  leaving 
a balance  of  expense  for  the  support  of  the  town  pool 
of  $1,558  35,  besides  $952  51  paid  for  repairs  and  im- 
provements. The  number  of  paupers  in  the  alms 
house,  March  4,  1S23,  was  325,  and  on  the  2nd  of 
March,  1824,  it  was  268.” 

In  the  town  of  Quincy,  also  in  Massachusetts,  the 
labors  of  the  poor  who  are  able  to  do  something,  pro- 
duce enough  to  support  themselves  and  others  who 
are  sick  and  infirm;  and  to  pay  the  interest  and  con- 
siderably reduce  the  principal,  every  year,  of  a debt 
incurred  for  the  erection  of  the  poor  house. 

The  report  of  the  trustees  of  the  poor  house  of  Js'ew 
Castle  county,  Delaware,  gives  us  these  facts:  whole 
amount  of  persons  received  during  the  last  year  425; 
remaining,  1st  January,  1824,  151;  average  number 
for  the  year,  143.  The  proportion  of  people  of  color 
to  whites,  was  as  53  to  120;  and  of  foreigners  to  na- 
tive citizens,  as  24  to  95.  Four  boys  and  five  girls 
were  bound  out.  One  hundred  and  forty-four  indi- 
viduals received  aid  out  of  the  house;  of  whom  81 
were  buried. 

The  average  cost  of  the  paupers  is  $41  11  a year. 
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or  rather  less  than  11  cents  per  day.  The  value  of 
the  articles  produced  by  them  is  trilling. 

The  fare  of  the  paupers,  (says  the  report),  has  uni- 
formly been  three  meals  each  day,  excepting  on  the 
short  days  in  winter,  they  have  but  two  meals  on  each 
of  the  two  meat  days  in  each  week. 

Every  Monday  morning,  good,  No.  3,  mackerel,  has 
been  distributed  to  all  in  the  house  for  breakfast; 
every  morning,  barley  or  rye  coffee,  sweetened  with 
molasses;  and  good  rich  soup,  every  day  for  dinner, 
the  year  round:  mush  and  milk,  (when  milk  could  be 
had),  or  molasses  for  supper:  on  ’Wednesdays  and 
Saturdays,  meat  is  given  to  all  for  dinner,  excepting 
habitual  drunkards  and  transgressors  of  the  rules  of 
the  house,  with  plenty  of  vegetables:  two  days  in 
each  week,  (other  than  meat  days),  in  the  winter  sea- 
son, homminy  is  given  to  all  for  dinner,  all  the  old, 
and  the  working  women  have  tea  and  sugar  given 
them  once  in  two  weeks,  in  such  quantities,  that 
those  who  use  it  moderately,  have  tea  almost  every 
evening  the  year  round;  and  all  those  on  whom  the 
heaviest  labor  devolves,  have  meat  every  day. 

The  morals  of  the  paupers  have  apparently  much 
improved;  transgressions  of  any  kind  being  compa- 
ratively rare. 

The  population  of  New  Castle  county,  at  the  last 
census,  was  27,839. 

The  exposition  of  the  directors  of  the  poor  of  Ches- 
ter county , Pennsylvania,  shews  that,  during  the  year 
1S23,  768  persons  have  been  under  the  care  of  the 
board;  the  average  number  kept  in  the  house  was 
203.  and  of  those  aided  out  of  it  98 — total  301.  The 
•Whole  expenses  during  the  year,  amounted  to  £3,367  93 
besides  using  the  products  of  the  farm.  The  receipts 
were  almost"  exclusively  from  taxes.  Population  of 
the  county  in  1820,  44,451. 

In  Lancaster  county,  in  the  same  state,  (the  popu- 
lation of  which  in  1820,  was  68.336),  the  average  num- 
ber of  paupers,  for  the  year  ending  the  8th  May,  1823, 
was  256  per  month,  and  of  the  oul-door  paupers  126, 
and  the  amount  expended  £13,134  02;  but  the  ave- 
rage number  during  the  last  year  was  20S.f  per  month, 
the  number  of  out-door  paupers  84,  including  chil- 
dren and  sick,  and  the  amount  expended  £10,353  25; 
shewing  a decrease  in  pauperism  of  47  J in-door  pau- 
pers and  42  out-docr  paupers,  and  a saving  of  ex- 
penses to  the  county  of  £2,780  77. 

The  paupers,  in-door  and  out,  being  292-  for  the  last 
vear,  gives  one  pauper  for  every  234  persons  of  the 
whole"population.  In  Chester  county,  one  for  147. 

Cotton  manufactures  of  France  and  England  compared. 
A comparative  statement  of  the  stock  and  consump- 
tion of  cotton  wool,  in  France  and  England,  from 
which  it  appears  that  the  weekly  consumption  of  cot- 
ton was,  in  the  years 

"1820  1821;  1822.  1823. 


In  England.  8,970  bags.  9,450  10,420  10,730 

In  France  3,650  3,989  3,667  3,159 

Thus  the  manufacture  of  England  has  increased 
from  89  to  107,  while  in  France  it  has  diminished 
from  36  to  31.  The  cause  of  the  .decrease  in  France 
Is  attributed,  by  the  French  author  of  the  statement, 
to  the  political  events  of  1S23.'  The  cotton  manufac- 
ture was  one  of  those  which  suffered  most  from  cir- 
cumstances. Many  of  the-spinning  establishments 
Were  closed,  and  most  of  these  that  went  on  had  not 
more  man  half  or  two-thirds  of  their  spindles  at  work. 
In  Paris  two-thirds  of  the  spinning  establishments, 
which  had  employed  5,000  spinners,  were  finally 
closed,  and  the  remains  of  its  weaving  trade,  winch 
once  employed  12,000  weavers,  have  disappeared. 
The  dearness  of  labor  in  Paris  has  been  the  cause  of 
that  capital  suffering  a greater  loss  in  proportion  than 
the  rest  of  France.  From  this  statement  it  appears 
that  we  have  nothing  to  fear  from  the  competition  of 


France  in  this  most  important  branch  of  our  mamT 
factures.  [Liverpool  Mercury. 

gL'p’Ctreat  Britain  has  more  to  “fear”  in  this  most 
important  branch  of  her  manufactures  from  the 
United  Slates,  than  from  France.  If  the  weekly  con- 
sumption in  thatcountry  is  only  3,159  bags,  or  164,268 
per  annum,  it  does  not  exceed  our  own  more  than 
about  a third,  if  so  much — and  the  new  tariff  will 
handsomely  add  to  the  home  demand  for  the  domes- 
tic article.  Our  coarse  goods  have  already  been  ex- 
ported to  the  amount  of  hundreds  of  thousands  of  dol- 
lars, and  the  competition  among  our  own  spinners  and 
weavers  is  not  only  sufficient  to  furnish  the  goods  for 
home  use  at  a less  price  than  Britain  can  supply  them 
at,  quality  against  quality — but  it  is  a fact  that  they 
arc  imitated,  to  meet  our  competition  for  the  markets’ 
of  South  America,  Mexico  and  the  West  Indies;  and,  " 
in  a few  years,  we  shall,  of  ourselves,  consume  more 
cf  our  owncctton  than  all  Europe  united,  Great  Bri- 
tain excepted,  and  so  far  strike  at  the  general  con- 
sumption of  the  article  produced  in  other  countries.^ 
to  the  great  benefit  of  the  planters  of  the  United 
States,  whose  profits  depend  on  the  general  demand/ 
foreign  or  domestic — no  matter  which.  The  princi- 
ple of  this  will  soon  be  seen  and  felt  by  the  parties' 
most  interested,  and  the  time  is  at  hand  when  the  duty 
on  cotton  wool  imported  will  advance  the  value  of. 
the  cotton  grown  in  the  country,  though  at  present  it 
has  not  much  effect  on  it.  We  have  not  quite  ail  the 
cotton-growing  lands  in  the  world! — Egypt  alone,  can 
lit  more  laborers  in  its  cultivation  than  we  can,  and 
er  soil  and  climate  is  as  well  adapted  to  it  as  ours — - 
and  so  may  Greece  and  her  islands,  when  her  inde- 
pendence is  secured;  and  there  is  the  vast  East  In- 
dies wherein  any  quantity  can  be  raised,  and  it  will  be 
partially  used  in  Europe  and  even  in  the  United  States, 
notwithstanding  the  duty,  when  the  price  of  the  arti- 
cle shall  rise  to  one  half  or  two  thirds  of  what  it  has* 
been;  but  until  then,  the  duty  may  act  as  a bounty 
to  the  domestic  grower  of  the  material,  whether  the 
planters  shall  be  pleased  to  acknowledge  it  or  not.  It 
is  probable  now,  that  nearly  one  fourth  of  our  whole 
crop  is  used  for  the  supply  of  our  own  mills  and  spin- 
ning wheels — Has  any  one  thought  of  the  effect  that 
would  follow  the  loss  of  this  great  market — this  mar- 
ket that  may  always  be  depended  on,  until  the  price 
of  the  commodity  shall  become  unreasonably  high’: 
Have  the  operations  of  scarcity  and  supply  been  consi- 
dered by  those  whom  they  concern? 

The  time  has  passed  when  improper  motives  can 
be  assigned  even  by  the  most  suspicious,  for  the  ta- 
riff’question  is  settled:  but  I verily  believe  that  those 
who  .were- its  most  ardent  opponents  will  soon  be  among 
its  warmest  friends — and  they  will  see  that,  if  spree 
of  its  provisions  do  operate  against  them,  the  benefits 
derived  from  it  will  far  overbalance,  them.  The  pec> 
pie  of  the  south  are  now  the  best  friends  cf  the  discri- 
minatory system  and  the  navy,  as  the  protection  of  com- 
merce, and  they  willingly  vote  away  at  least  a million 
of  dollars  a year  for  the  express  purpose  of  guarding 
our  ships  in  the  Pacific  ocean  and  in  the  Mediterranean 
and  West  India  seas.  I say  our  ships — for  foreigners 
will  take  our  goods  from  us,  or  bring  goods  to  us,  on 
as  reasonable  terms  as  our  own  ship-owners  do;  and 
so  we  might  be  relieved  of  the  expense  of  support- 
ing these  squadrons,  if  we  pleased.  But  their  argu- 
ments against  the  protection  of  commerce  and  naviga- 
tion were  just  the  same  as  were  lately  used  against 
the  tariff,  for  the  protection  of  manufactures.  In 
17S9,  Mr.  Tucker,  of  South  Carolina,  said,  in  the 
house  of  representatives,  that  the  extra  duty  cn  fo- 
reign tonnage,  then  proposed  to  be  laid,  would  levy 
30,000  dollars  a year  on  the  single  port  of  Charleston, 
uasa  bounty  to  our  eastern  brethren, ’"and  several  other 
gentlemen  expressed  themselves  after  the  same  man- 
ner:— but  yet  the  members  from  the  same  states 
were  lately  ready  to  go  to  war  with  both  Great  Bri* 
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'ain  and  France,  to  support  this  preference  of  our  ton- 
nage,’or  force  reciprocity  for  it,  though  opposed  to  the 
tariff,  demanded  by  the  people  of  the  middle  and  wes- 
tern states  - and  they  calculated  as  Mr.  Tucker  and 
his  colleagues  did  in  1 7S9,  what  they  will  have  to 
pay  as  a “bounty,”  &c. 

Titi.es.  We  sec  that  “the  lion.  William” ■ — 

has  been  appointed  inspector  of  beef  and  pork  in  Rhode 
Island.  An  “lion.  J/r.”  somebody,  (whose  name  I for- 
get), was  appointed  a wood  cofder , at  Baltimore,  while 
a member  of  the  honorable  general  assembly  of  Mary- 
land, a few  months  ago,  by  the  governor  and  council. 

They  manage  this  business  of  titles  in  Massachu- 
setts with  as  much  punctilio  as  in  a German  princi- 
pality, and  there  are  seven  degrees— thus: 

Mr.  Jonathan  “Codline;” 

Jonathan  Codline,  esq. 

Jonathan  Codline,  Esquire; 

Hon.  Jonathan  Codline; 

Hon.  Jonathan  Codline,  esquire; 

Ilis honor,  Jonathan  Codline; 

His  excellency,  Jonathan  Codline. 

We  believe  that  the  title  “honorable”  is  for  life — 
“once  a captain  always  a captain.”  If  so,  there  are, 
perhaps,  several  “honorable”  gentlemen  in  the  dif- 
ferent penitentiaries  in  the  U.  S.  and  a pity  it  is  that 
many  of  the  “right  honorables”  and  “right  reverends” 
of  Europe  were  not  tugging  at  the  gallies,  or  laboring- 
in  the  hulks. 

Free  trad?.  Much  has  been  lately  said  as  to  the 
designs  of  the  British  to  do  away  restrictions  on  trade, 
&c.  The  following  is  offered  as  proof  of  it,  in  regard 
to  ourselves. 

A letter  from  Liverpool,  of  the  5th  ultimo,  says — 
\ new  feature  in  trade  is  the  permitting  the  inter- 
course direct  between  the  European  continent  and 
our  colonies.  Shipments,  we  believe,  are  now  mak- 
ing at  Hamburg  [one  vessel  has  arrived  at  Halifax] 
of  bread  and  flour,  for  Newfoundland,  where  it  will  be 
admitted  on  lower  duties  than  from  the  United  States,  and 
will  cost  such  low  prices  as  will  put  an  end  to  that  trade 
from  this  country.  They  offer  us,  at  Dantzig,  flour  at 
18s.  6d.  (about  $4),  free  onboard,  per  barrel.  If  this 
answer  at  Newfoundland,  it  will  be  followed  in  the 
islands,  and  staves  will  accompany  the  flour. 

The  steam  boat  case.  We  hare  not  yet  published 
the  opinion  of  the  supreme  court  of  the  United  States, 
which  destroyed  the  monopoly  granted  by  the  state  of 
New-York,  to  certain  of  her  own  citizens  as  to  naviga- 
tion by  steam  boats.  The  company,  however,  thought 
that  this  opinion  did  not  go  so  far  as  to  prevent  a mo- 
nopoly of  such  navigation  from  one  place  to  another 
in  the  same  state,  and  prayed  the  chancellor,  Mr. 
Sanford,  to  grant  an  injunction  to  prevent  the  steam 
boat.  Olive  Branch  from  transporting  passengers  and 
goods  on  the  Hudson.  The  opinion  of  the  chancellor 
is  just  published,  and  shall  hereafter  be  inserted  with 
that  above  mentioned.  The  injunction  was  denied. 
But  it  appeared  that  the  Olive  Branch,  had  on  board 
two  boxes  of  merchandise  from  the  city  of  Jersey,  for 
Albany,  and  that  some  passengers  were  landed  at  Jer- 
-■ny  as  she  proceeded  on  her  trip  to  Albany;  and  a 
license  for  the  coasting  trade  confers  a right  to  navi- 
gate from  one  state  to  another.  It  was  admitted',  how- 
ever, that  the  boxes  were  put  on  board  the  boat  at  the 
city  of  New-York.  It  is  thus  that  the  grant  may  be 
rendered  useless,  even  if  valid  in  cases  of  uninter- 
rupted intercourse  from  place  to  place  in  the  state  of 
New  York,  as  to  the  navigation  of  the  Hudson. 

Steam  engines.  It  is  supposed  there  are  10,000, 
.-  team  engines  at  work  in  Great  Britain;  and,  thatthey 
will  average  the  power  of  15  horses  each,  and  if  they 
work  only  12  hour^  in  a day,  the?'1  engines  are  equal 


to  the  labor  of  225,000  healthful  horses,  requiring 
1 ,237,500  acres  of  land  for  their  support,  capable  of 
feeding  2,457,000  persons — above  one  seventh  of  the 
population  of  the  whole  island.  It  appears  that  the 
estimate  is  something  more  than  six  acres  for  each 
horse,  if  the  figures  have  not  been  erroneously  print- 
ed. The  allowance,  we  should  suppose,  is  too  large. 

Without  these  engines,  it  is  very  certain  that  Great 
Britain  never  could  have  arrived  at  her  present  gigan- 
tic power.  Indeed,  without  them  it  would  be  impos- 
sible to  work  many  of  the  best  coal  and  other  mines 
of  that  country,  by  which  multitudes  of  people  are 
subsisted  or  made  rich. 

Bonnets.  J.  and  A.  Muir,  & co.  of  Greenock,  have 
now  employed  no  less  than  1100  cf  the  inhabitants  of 
the  Orkney  islands  in  the  manufacture  of  imitation 
Leghorn  bonnets.  They  use  the  straw  of  rye,  after- 
having tried  various  grasses. 

The  'Cherokees.  The  letter  of  gov.  Troup,  of 
Georgia,  to  the  secretary  of  war,  is  published  in  the 
present  sheet.  It  has  been  subject  to  much  severity 
of  remark  and  censure.  We  regret  that  such  a let- 
ter ever  was  written. 

La  Fayette.  The  legislature  of  Massachusetts,  by 
a resolve  that  has  unanimously  passed  both  houses, 
have  requested  the  governor  and  council  to  make  such 
arrangements  for  the  reception  of  gen.  La  Fayette  as 
they  shall  deem  proper,  in  honor  of  him,  and  to  draw 
on  the  treasury  for  any  expenses  that  may  be  incurred 
therein. 

At  a meeting  of  the  common  council  of  New  York, 
on  the  21st  inst. — 

The  recorder  introduced  the  following  preamble 
and  resolutions,  which  were  unanimously  adopted: 

Whereas,  the  senate  and  house  of  representatives 
have  lately  requested  the  president  of  the  United 
States  ter  invite  gen.  La  Fayette  to  visit  this'  country, 
and  to  communicate  to  him  the  assurances  of  a grate- 
ful and  affectionate  attachment  still  cherished  to- 
wards him  by  the  government  and  people.  And,  as  a 
further  demonstration  of  respect,  congress  directed 
that  a national  ship  be  offered  to  the  general  for  the 
purpose  of  conveying  him  to  this  country — and  it  be- 
ing understood  that  the  general  has  accepted  this  in- 
vitation, and  that  this  distinguished  visitor  may  pro- 
bably shortly  arrive  in  this  city — 

Influenced,  as  this  board  is,  by  a respectful  defer- 
ence to  the  constituted  authorities  of  the  general  go- 
vernment, animated  by  the  highest  esteem  for  the 
public  and  private  virtues  of  gen.  De  La  Fayette — It 
is,  therefore. 

Resolved,  That  the  corporation  of  the  city  of  New 
York,  acting  in  behalf  of  their  fellow  citizens,  will 
receive  and  treat  general  LA  FAYETTE  as  a guest 
of  the  nation. 

Resolved,  That  a committee  of  five  be  appointed  to 
prepare  suitable  appartments  for  his  accommodation, 
and  to  furnish  and  supply  them  in  a manner  corres- 
ponding with  the  greatness  and  hospitality  of  our  city, 
and  the  generous  feelings  of  a free  people. 

Resolved,  That  his  honor  the  mayor  be  requested, 
on  the  first  announcement  of  the  arrival  of  the  gene- 
ral in  this  city,  to  convene  the  common  council  in 
the  city  hall,  for  the  purpose  of  receiving  him,  and 
conducting  him  to. the  residence  which  shall  have 
been  provided  for  him  by  this  board. 

Resolved,  That  his  honor  the  mayor,  is  hereby  re- 
quested, immediately  upon  the  arrival  of  the  general 
in  this  city,  to  eommunicate  to  him  a copy  * 1 these 
proceedings,  and  to  inform  him  that  a committee  oi 
the  common  council  will  wait  upon  him,  to  conduct 
him  to  the  city  hall. 

The  recorder,  Messrs.  King,  Zabriskie,  Mann  and 
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Hone,  were  appointed  a committee  to  carry  the 
same  i.-tu  effect 

i i have  taken  the  liberty  to  strike  out  “the  marquis” 
and  say  general  JLa  Fayette:  seeing  that  he  himself 
has  disavowed  the  title,  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  re- 
publicans of  the  United  States  will  not  oii'end  him  by 
heaping  the  senseless  thing  upon  him.  j 

Canal  steam  boat.  A steam  boat,  we  learn  com- 
menced running  on  the  Erie  canal,  between  Utica  and 
Rochester,  the  9th  mst.  The  fare,  including  board- 
ing and  lodging,  is  advertised  at  three  cents  per  mile. 
This  is  another  degree  of  improvement  in  our  inland 
navigation  of  which  it  was  not  thought  susceptible. 
The°certainty,  the  cheapness  and  the  comfort,  of 
this  mode  of  travelling,  over  all  others,  are  evident. 

An  importer  of  earthen  ware  at  L tica,  advertises  it 
at  the  New  York  prices — “the  cost  of  portage  on  the 
canal  being  too  inconsiderable  to  be  regarded,” 

“Effects  of  the  tariff.”  The  late  law  has  al- 
ready so  completely  put  a stop  to  the  business  of  ship 
building,  that  the  ship  carpenters  of  Philadelphia, 
who  were  in  full  employment  at  one  dollar  and  fifty 
rents  per  day,  have  “turned  out,”  and  will  not  work 
for  less  than  two  dollars  a day!  The  papers  of  that 
city  say  that  one  hundred  ship  carpenters  are  imme- 
diately wanted,  and  that  liberal  wages-  will  be  given 
to  them. 

Money.  The  new  five  per  cent,  loan  of  the  city  of 
Philadelphia  was  taken  there,  on  Monday  last,  at  a 
premium  averaging  nine  per  cent,  on  the  whole 
amount.  It  is  a long  loan. 

The  state  paper  at  Albany  contains  a list  of  forixj 
seven  new  monied  institutions,  for  which  charters  will 
be  asked  at  the  next  session  of  the  legislature  of  New 
York,  it  is  said  that  the  whole  of  them  will  be 
granted  with  privileges  of  a similar  character.  II  is 
to  be  feared  that  we  are  getting  mad  again. 

Susquehanna.  The  following  letter  has  been  ad- 
dressed by  the  undersigned  members  of  congress  to 
the  president  of  the  United  States;  and  it  will  be  per- 
ceived by  the  answer  of  the  secretary  of  war,  to  col. 
Little,  that  their  wishes  upon  the  important  matter 
in  question  will  be  gratified. 

House  of  representatives,  May  25i/i,182-L. 
Sm  The  undersigned  members  of  congress  from 
Pennsylvania,  Maryland  and  Delaware,  believing  in 
the  practicability  of  the  improvement  of  the  naviga- 
tion of  the  river  Susquehanna,  either  by  removing 
the  obstructions  in  the  bed  of  the  river,  or  by  canai- 
ing,  respectfully  request  the  president  of  the  United 
States  to  order  a genera:  survey  of  that  river  and  its 
branches,  and  that  au  estimate  be  made  of  the  proba- 
ble expense  of  clearing  the  river  of  its  obstructions, 
and  of  a canal  frontobonewago  Falls  to  tide  water,  if 
practicable.  A survey  and  estimate  by  the  very  able 
and  experienced  engineers  of  the  general  govern- 
ment, will  enable  congress  and  the  state  legislatures 
with  confidence  to  appropriate  to  the  execution  of 
an  object  of  the  greatest  importance  to  the  public, 
and  highly  worthy  of  the  national  attention.  We 
also  respectfully  ask  a survey  of  all  those  waters, 
which,  by  eanaling,  may  complete  the  connection  of 
the  waters  of  the  Susquehanna  with  the  waters  of 
the  Vdeghany  and  Lake  Erie,  and  an  estimate  of  the 
prob-ble  expense  of  eanaling  the  same.  We  are 
very  respectfully, 

Thomas  Patterson,  Isaac  Wayne,  John  Findlay, 
Sainnci  Breck,  S.  Edwards,  Henry  Wilson,  W.  Cox 
El'T  Mer  Little,  W.  Lowrie,  Isaac  McKim,  George 
E.  r -hell,  Joseph  Hemphill,  J.  Lee,  John  Tod, 
S ; > I igham,  James  Wilson,  John  Brown,  W.  Find- 
m . , . • ; ; > i . ' 1 Udree,  Joseph  Kent,  Waiter  Forward, 
J.T.  Mitchell,  A.  Stewart,  George  Krenaer,  Robert 


Harris,  George  Piumer,  Louis  Mc.Lane,  of  Delaware 

To  the  president  of  the  United  Stales. 

To  the  editors  of  the  American. 

Freedom , June  15,  1824. 

Gentlemen:  After  the  act  authorizing  the  presi- 
dent to  procure  the  necessary  survejs  plans  and  esti- 
mates for  roads  and  canals  had  been  approved,  and 
previous  to  my  leaving  Washington,  I felt  it  my  duty’ 
to  address  a letter  to  the  president,  inviting  his  atten- 
tion to  the  Susquehanna,  requesting  that  that  river 
and  its  tributary  streams  might  claim  his  earliest  at- 
tention, with  a view  to  opening  a water  communica- 
tion with  those  of  the  west.  To-day  I received  the 
secretary  of  war’s  letter  in  answer  to  mine — be 
pleased  to  give  it  a place  in  your  useful  paper  for  the 
information  of  my  fellow-citizens. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Peter  Little. 

War  department , June  8,  1824. . 

Sir:  Your  letter  of  the  nth  of  May  last,  addressed 
to  the  president,  has  bben  referred  to  this  depart- 
ment. 

Under  the  general  arrangements  adopted  for  carry- 
ing into  execution  the  act  of  the  30th  April  last, 
which  authorizes  the  president  to  procure  the  neces- 
sary surveys,  plans  and  estimates,  for  roads  and 
canals,  a board  of  engineers  for  internal  improve- 
ment has  been  constituted  and  which  is  now  engag- 
ed in  exploring  the  route  between  the  navigable 
waters  of  the  Potomac  and  the  Ohio,  and  between 
the  latter  and  Lake  Erie,  on  which  the  board  will 
probably  be  employed  about  eight  weeks;  when  it  is 
expected,  that  the  commissioners  of  Pennsylvania 
will  meet  the  board  at  Pittsburgh  and  co-operate  in 
exploring  the  route  from  that  place  to  the  Susque- 
hanna, with  a view  to  ascertaining  the  practicability 
of  canal  communication  between  those  places;  which, 
in  conjunction  with  the  survey  made  last  year  by 
captain  Bache  of  the  topographical  engineers  down 
the  Susquehanna  to  Baltimore,  will  complete  the 
whole  route  contemplated  by  your  letter  to  the  presi- 
dent. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  &c.  &c. 

J.  C.  Calhoun. 

To  the  hon.  Peter  Little,  Baltimore. 

Tiie  church  of  Ireland!  The  cathedral  of  Derry, 
in  Ireland,  is  in  ruins;  the  cathedral  of  a diocese 
whose  rental  is  estimated  at  120,000  pounds  sterling. 
The  bishop,  who  gets  20,000  pounds  sterling  per  an- 
num from  the  diocese,  has  not  been  within  its  walls 
for  many  a year;  the  dean,  who  has  4,000  pounds 
sterling,  has  not  performed  service  in  it  for  two 
years.  A late  number  of  the  Dublin  Evening  Post 
contains  a letter  on  the  subject  from  a member  of 
parliament  from  the  county  of  Derry,  a ministeralist 
and  supporter  of  the  church,  m which  he  condemns 
the  conduct  of  the  bishop,  dean  and  chapter,  and 
mentions  that  the  church  establishment  in  Ireland  is 
the  richest  in  Europe,  and,  that  whilst  the  cathedral 
of  Derry  had  been  failing,  the  endowments  of  the 
bishopric  and  deanery  had  been  increasing  in  wealth. 

[Are  not  things  like  this  enough  to  drive  a people 
mad?  What  gormandizers  are  these  of  the  sweat  of 
the  poor?  Vf  elves  that  should  be  hunted  down.] 

presidential. 

.Yen  Hampshire.  The  following  gentlemen  hare 
'been  agreed  on  as  electors  of  president  and  vice  pre- 
sident in  this  state,  and  are  friendly  to  Mr.  Adams — 
Joseph  Bartlett,  William  Fisk,  Hall  Burgin,  Moses 
White,  Caleb  Keith,  Abel  Parker,  Samuel  Quarles 
and  William  Badger,  and  it  is  most  probable  that  they 
will  be  chosen  without  opposition.  The  friends  of 
Mr.  A.  in  this  state,  have  not  yet  proposed  any  one  for 
Jthe  vice  presidency. 
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Connecticut.  The  following  gentlemen  have  been 
named  as  electors  of  president  and  vice  president  in 
this  state,  and,  if  chosen,  will  vote  for  Mr  Adams: 
Samuel  MTiite,  Rufus  Hitchcock,  Moses  Warren, 
David  Hill,  David  Keyes,  Oliver  Wolcott,  John  Swat- 
hel,  and  Walter  R.  Kibbe. 

The  election  is  by  a general  ticket. 

•Yet o York.  The  grand  juries  of  Delaware  and  Scho- 
harie counties,  in  this  state,  lately  ballotted  for  presi- 
dent and  vice  president,  as  the  fashion  is,  with  the 
following  results. 

In  Delaware.  Schoharie. 

Tor  president — 

J.  Q.  Adams  17  10 

A.  Jackson  2 9 

W.  H.  Crawford  1 0 

Vice  president — 

A.  Jackson  9 10 

H.  Clay  6 0 

De  Wit  Clinton  1 0 

J.  C.  Calhoun  1 5 

J.  Q.  Adams  0 1 


Pennsylvania.  The  friends  of  Mr.  Crawford  have 
held  a meeting  at  Philadelphia,  at  which  a number  of 
resolutions  were  passed,  and  a long  address  to  the 
‘•‘Democratic  citizens”  of  the  state  adopted.  One  of 
the  resolution stie^ared  it  to  be  expedient  to  hold  a 
convention  at  Harrisburg  on  the  9th  August,  for  the 
purpose  of  forming  an  electoral  ticket;  and,  on  mo- 
tion, thirteen  persons  were  appointed  to  attend  the 
same  on  behalf  of  the  meeting.  In  the  address  it  is 
said — -we  do  not  fear  that  Jackson  will  be  president. 
We  know  that  to  be  impossible /”  A pretty  round  as- 
sertion this. 

This  feeble  stir  in  Pennsylvania  is  made  to  have  ef- 
fect elsewhere — to  “sound  large  at  a distance.”  On 
a plain  ballot,  this  state  could  probably  give  a majori- 
ty of  near  80  or  90,000  votes  against  the  congressional 
caucus  nominations. 

Walter  Loicrie , esq.  one  of  the  senators  from  Penn- 
sylvania^ was  invited  to  and  partook  of  a public 
dinner  at  Pittsburg  on  the  ISth  instant.  He  accept- j 
ed  the  invitation  in  the  following  terms — 

Pittsburg,  8 th  June,  1824. 


of  Surry;  John  Cargill,  of  Sussex;  Mark  Alexander, 
senr.  of  Mecklenburg;  gen.  John  Purnall,  of  Prince 
Edward;  Dr.  James  Jones,  of  Nottoway;  maj  Charles 
Yancey,  of  Buckingham;  col.  Joseph  Martin,  of  Hen- 
ry; col.' Thomas  M.  Randolph,  of  Albemarle;  judge 
William  Brockenbrough,  of  Richmond ; John  T.  Lo- 
max, of  Fredericksburg;  col.  Wm.  Jones,  of  Glouces- 
ter; Robert  Shields,  senr.  of  York;  col.  Ellison  Cur- 
rie, of  Lancaster;  Robert  Taylor,  of  Orange;  Isaac- 
Foster,  of  Fauquier;  Smith  Slaughter,  of  Jefferson; 
Wm.  Armstrong,  of  Hampshire;  Archibald  : uthei- 
ford,  of  Rockingham;  John  B ) ■ r.  of  Rockbridge; 

James  Hoge,  of  Montgomery;  Andrew  Russel,  of 
Washington;  Joseph  H.  Samuels,  of  Weod,  Wiliiam 
Marteny,  of  Randolph. 

At  a large  meeting  of  the  freeholders  of  Berkley 
county,  held  at  the  court-house  in  Martinsburg,  Mr. 
Clay  was  agreed  on  as  the  m st  suitable  candidate  for 
the  presidency,  and  a committee  of  correspondence 
was"  appointed,  &c.  Col.  David  Hunter  was  in  the 
chair. 

At  a meeting  held  in  Kenhawa  county,  Daniel  Ruff- 
ner,  esq.  in  the  chair,  it  was  agreed  to  use  all  honora- 
ble means  to  promote  the  ejection  of  Mr.  Adams 
to  the  presidency,  for  which  purpose  a respectable 
committee  was  appointed.  [The  chairman  of  this 
meeting,  Mr.  Ruffner,  had  been  appointed  by  the  le- 
gislative caucus  at  Richmond,  a corresponding  com- 
mittee-man of  the  county,  in  favor  of  Mr.  Crawford, 
which  he  publicly  declined,  being  “an  ardent  admirer 
of  the  character  and  talents  of  Mr.  John  Q Adams.”] 

North  Carolina.  The  “Western  C arolinian”  gives 
an  account  of  the  me  tings  of  three  militia  companies, 
at  which  the  votes  of  the  people  were  taken  as  to  the 
presidency — as  follows: 

Jackson,  Adams.  Crawford.  Clay. 
At  the  first  63  14  5 1 

second  37  36  6 0 

third  85  S 16  0 

These  meetings  were  held  in  Stokes,  Iredell  and 
Surry  counties. 

At  Edenton  and  its  vicinity,  two  similar  .ballotings 
took  place — the  aggregate  was — for  A.  Jackson  71, 
J.  Q.  Adams  1 ; none  nor  the  other  candidates.  For 


Gentlemen:  I have  had  the  honor  of  receiving  your  ; vice  president,  J.  C.  Calhoun  72 — being  all  he  votes. 


polite  invitation  to  a public  dinner,  on  behalf  of  a j 
number  of  the  republican  citizens  of  Pittsburg.  Un- 
der the  circumstances  in  which  I have  lately  been 


At  three  other  places  in  the  same  state,  the  votes 
stood  thus — 

Jackson — 61,58,  32-^-151.  Adams  24,0,47—71. 


placed,  nothing  could  be  more  gratifying  than  such  Crawford,  0,  9,  2 — 11.  Clay  0,  1,  0—1. 
an  expression  of  regard  from  those  to  whom  I have  , A meeting  of  the  people  of  Wake  countv  has  been 
been  so  long  known,  and  wnose  confidence  and  friend- |held.  the  congressional  caucus  was  “denou  ced  as  a 


ship  I have  so  long  enjoyed.  It  is  with  due  sensibi- 
lity I accept  this  mark  of  their  kindness  and  esteem. 
With  respect  and  esteem,  I am,  See.  W.  Lowrie. 

E.  Pmtland,  Charles  Shalbe,  and  Robert  Burke,  es- 
quires. committee  of  arrangement. 

Among  others,  the  following  toasts  were  drank — 
The  hon.  Walter  Loicrie,  our  senator  in  Congress — 
like  pure  gold  from  the  crucible  of  the  refiner — he 


monstrous  and  dangerous  usurpation  of  power,”  and 
the  caucus  at  Raleigh,  ‘a  servile  body,  which  register- 
ed the  acts  of  the  master  caucus,’  was  not  more  tender- 
ly dealt  with.  It  was  agreed  that  gen.  Jackson  should 
be  supported  for  the  presidency,  and  the  nomination 
of  Josiah  Crudup,  as  an  elector  on  the  -people’s  ticket,’ 
was  approved  of.  The  thanks  of  the  meeting  were 
voted  to  gov.  Holmes  “for  his  defence  of  the  just  rights 
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fid  tned!an  J louud  3UU  more  worthy  of  0f  the  people  against  caucus  usurpations.”  The  pro- 


public  confidence  and  esteem. 

William  H.  Craicferrd,  the  democratic  candidate  for 
the  next  presidency — a speedy  restoration  to  health— 
the  nation  needs  his  services. 

Maryland.  At  a large  meeting  at  Port  Tobacco,  on 
the  17th  inst.  it  was  resolved  to  support  Andrew  Jack- 
son,  for  president,  and  John  C.  Calhoun,  for  vice-pre- 
sident. 

Virginia.  The  “central  committee”  has  published 
a long  address  to  the  “people  of  Virginia,”  prefatory 
to  a publication  of  the  list  of  electors  agreed  upon  fa- 
vorable to  the  election  of  Messrs.  Crawford  and  Gal- 
latin It  shall  be  laid  aside,  and  perhaps  inserted  at  a 
season  of  more  leisure,  with  other  things  of  the  like 
nature  that  are  lying  over.  The  following  is  the  cor- 
fect  list  of  elector 

Wm.  C.  Holt,  of  Norfolk  00.  Dr.  Charles  H.  Graves 


ceedings  are  headed  “A  voice  fiomthe  forest .” 

Ohio.  A “Jackson  ticket”  is  forming  in  this  state; 
when  it  is  complete,  we  shall  publish  it. 

Mississippi.  A meeting  of  the  people  was  held  at 
Natchez  on  the  4th  ult.  and  a ballot  had  for  president. 
The  votes  were,  for  Mr.  Adams  203;  general  Jackson 
1S6.  No  other  person  was  voted  for. 


FOREIGN  NEWS. 

Great  Britain  and  Ireland.  A committee  has  been 
raised  in  the  house  of  commons  to  enquire  into  the  na- 
ture and  extent  of  the  disturbances  in  certain  coun- 
ties in  Ireland.  The  original  motion  proposed  a ge- 
neral enquiry  into  the  causes  of  discontent  in  reia- 
1 tion  to  population,  employment,  tvthes,  Lc.  but  was 
3. 1 confined  to  particular  counties,  bv  an  amend? 


ndmentpvo 
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-posed  by  the  ministers — for  the  amendment  184, 
against  it  136;  majority  48. 

Barbary.  A letter  from  William  Shaler,  esq.  U.  S. 
consul  at  Algiers,  dated  21st  March,  1824,  says — 

“This  port  is  now  blockaded  by  a vice  admiral, 
with  a variable  number  of  ships,  and  from  the  tem- 
per of  the  parties,  I apprehend  that  the  consequences 
will  be  very  serious.  On  the  departure  of  the  British 
consul,  I spread  my  flag  over  all  the  interests,  politi- 
cal as  well  as  personal,  that  he  was  compelled  to 
leave  behind,  and  they  have  been  most  efficiently  pro- 
tected from  injury  and  insult;  and  these  interests  com- 
prehend the  representation  of  Austria,  Naples,  Tus- 
cany and  Portugal,  with  houses,  gardens,  goods  and 
chattels  to  a vast  amount.  These  facts  have  tended 
to  develope  the  strength  of  my  credit  here,  which  I 
was  before  ignorant  of  myself,  and  not  to  impair  it 
in  the  slightest  degree.  I have  been  off  to  visit  the 
admiral,  at  the  request  of  this  government,  but  to  no 
effect. 

“The  prospect  at  present  here  is,  that  there  willbe 
an  affair  more  serious  than  that  of  lord  Exmouth.” 

Colombia.  A prize  to  the  brig  El  Vencidor  has  ar- 
rived atLaguira,  reports  that  privateer  off  Cadiz,  and 
that  she  had  made  captures  to  the  value  of  250,000 
dollars.  Several  of  her  prizes  have  actually  arrived 
at  Laguira. 

The  congress  has  recognized  the  “Old  Zea  Loan,” 
and  accepted  another  of  20,000,000.  which  was  ten- 
dered to  the  government — we  suppose  by  the  British 
bankers.  Gen.  Soublette  has  been  appointed  minister 
to  England,  and  a Dutch  commissioner  has  arrived  in 
Colombia. 

Brazil.  Notwithstanding  certain  late  declarations, 
it  appears,  by  letters  from  this  country,  that  the 
French  have  eleven  vessels  of  war  on  the  coast.  They 
frequently  enter  the  port  of  Rio  Janeiro,  and  are  well 
received;  and  the  people  fear  that  the  emperor  means 
to  restore  the  government  of  the  country  to  Portugal, 
notwithstanding  he  has  lately  sworn  to  support  the 
new  constitution. 

West  Indies.  The  British  ship  Hussar  ha  - arrived  at 
Jamaica,  from  a cruise  after  the  pirates  off  the  isle  of 
Pines.  They  bad  succeeded  in  destroying  Pepes’  fe- 
lucca, a new  vessel  on  her  second  cruise,  with  3 gur-s; 
2 schooners,  a felucca-rigged  boat,  with  a 9-pounder, 
a 36  feet  row  boat,  and  three  large  piratical  canoes. 
They  had  killed  seven  pirates  and  brought  in  five  for 
trial — the  remainder  of  the  crews  of  the  felucca  were 
yet  on  the  isle  of  Pines  and  could  hardly  escape,  being 
hunted  and  watched  under  the  orders  of  captain  Gra- 
ham, of  the  Icarus. 

The  Cuba  pirates  seem  especially7  hostile  to  English 
traders  on  the  coast — and  the  most  horrible  murders 
are  often  added  to  robbery.  Take  the  following 
account  from  the  Montego  (Jamaica)  Gazette: — 

The  sloop  Endeavor  sailed  from  hence  some  lime 
since,  to  fish  for  turtle  among  the  keys,  ana  was  fallen 
in  with  by  a felucca,  riggid  vessel,  whojsent  their  boat 
on  board.  It  appeared  that  a dog  on  board  the  En- 
deavor attempte  to  bite  the  first  of  the  pirates  who 
came  on  deck,  and  that  the  fellow  immediately  killed 
the  dog.  James  Whittaker,  the  captain  of  the  Endea- 
vor, remonstrated  with  him  for  having  killed  the  dog. 
The  other  said,  I will  serve  you  the  same,  and  instant- 
ly stabbed  him  three  times  in  the  breast,  and  threw 
him  overboard.  Whittaker  beginning  to  swim,  he 
levelled  his  musket  and  shot  him  in  the  shoulder;  find- 
ing he  still  continued  to  swim,  he  got  in  the  boat  and 
pulled  after  him,  hauled  his  head  up  on  the  gunnel  of 
the  boat,  and  cut  his  throat,  when  he  immediately 
sunk.  He  then  returned  on  hoard  the  Endeavor, 
ard,  with  the  other  pirates,  Prilled  all  the  crew  [3  other 
.persons]  except  Lav-id  Smith,  who  jumped  over- 
hoard  and  succeeded  in  getting  or.  shore. 


Colonization  of  tbe  Blacks. 

The  rev.  L.  D.  Dewey,  an  agent  of  the  American 
Colonization  Society,  has  addressed  a letter  to  presi- 
dent Boyer,  of  Hayti,  to  ascertain  cn  what  terms 
free  people  of  color  would  be  received  in  that  repub- 
lic, if  disposed  to  immigrate  to  it.  The  substance  of 
this  letter,  and  the  reply  of  the  president,  is  given 
below. 

The  “National  Intelligencer”  undertakes  to  say  that 
the  act  was  “wholly  unauthorized”  on  the  part  of  Mr. 
Dewey — that  he  was  an  agent  cn  behalf  of  the  Afri- 
can Colonization  Society;  and  intimates,  from  the  se- 
j rious  turn  which  the  matter  has  taken,  that  it  maybe 
I necessary  for  this  society  to  disavow  the  proceeding 
— its  object  being  “to  restore  the  descendants  of  Afri- 
cans to  the  country  from  which  their  ancestors  were 
I stolen.” 

| But  the  main  ground  assumed  by  others,  in  opposi- 
tion to  the  project  of  Mr.  Dewey,  is — that  Hayti  is 
I loo  near  the  United  States  to  be  strengthened  by  suck 
an  accession  of  population;  and  they  further  say  that 
one  of  the  main  objects  of  the  African  Colonization 
Society  is  to  build  up  an  establishment  that  will  have 
effect  to  abolish  the  slave  trade: 

I have  always  supposed  that  the  heading  purpose  of 
the  African  colonization  society/ 1#>  to  reduce  the 
amount  of  our  colored  populatron  and  keep  it  in 
check.  The  hope  of  doing  this,  by  the  transport 
of  such  persons  to  Africa,  is  visionary  in  the  ex- 
treme.  Millions  of  dollars  a year  would  not  pay 
the  cost  of  it,  if  a sufficient  number  of  persons  were 
willing  to  go.  The  whole  revenue  of  the  United 
States  would,  probably,  be  inadequate  to  accom- 
plish this  object; — yet  it  is  comparatively  easy  to 
build  up  a powerful  colony  that  may,  in  time,  become 
a great  and  independent'nation,  and  command  that  the 
slave  trade  on  the  adjacent  coasts  shall  cease.  Fcr 
this  latter  purpose,  the  settlement  at  Messurado  may 
be  encouraged,  and  strengthened  and  protected;  and 
the  future  commerce  with  it,  will,  perhaps,  repay, 
in  part,  the  amount  expended — but  for  the  design  cf 
reducing  the  colored  population  among  us,  the  African 
colony  is  too  distant  to  have  any  sensible  etfect  what- 
ever. If  we  should  send  away  even  5000*  persons  a 
year,  at  the  cost  of  only  100  dollars  a-piece,  the  iu- 
j crease  of  a small  district  of  one  of  the  slave  holding 
1 states  would,  of  itself,  prevent  a diminution  of  the 
| number  of  such  persons.  But  Ilayti  is  close  at  Land 
and,  when  the  people  should  arrive  there,  our  care  cf 
j them,  further  than  our  good  wishes  might  extend, 
j would  cease;  for  they  would  be  placed  under  an  ex- 
j ceedingly  well  organized  government,  and  receive 
i tbe  protection  of  its  laws. 

I The  objection  that  the  island  is  “too  near,”  does 
! not  seem  to  be  a sound  one.  That  the  people  will 
j maintain  their  independence,  and  grow  and  increase 
to  a mighty  nation  of  civilized  men,  rival  others  in  a 
knowledge  of  the  useful  arts  and  sciences,  and  be 
able  to  sustain  a pow  erful  army  and  a respectable 
navy,  is  what  every  man  must  expect;  and  that  other 
islands  will  have  the  same  general  government,  is  a 
( fhing  to  be  calculated  on  with  reasonable  certainty. 

! The  means  of  Europe  and  the  United  States  combin- 
I ed,  cannot  stop  their  progress,  though  they  may  im- 
| pede  and  harrass  the  operation  of  the  Haytiens.  The 
I climate,  soil  and  condition  of  this  people  may  be  said 
I to  render  them  invulnerable  by  a foreign  enemy,  un- 
I less  by  exciting  domestic  commotions — but,  what- 


; This,  perhaps,  is  about  the  annual  average  amount 
j of  the  stock  from  other  parts  of  the  world  on  which 
the  American  nation  was  built:  and  this  amount  is 
greater  than  v,re  can  expect  to  send  to  Africa  and  sub- 
j sist.  there,  exert  ourselves  as  we  may.  As  yet  the 
whole  quantity  sent  aw-ay  is  about,  or  less  than  406 
I persons,  and  what  have  they  cost? 
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ever  may  be  the  differences  among  themselves,  the 
common  feeling  of  resistance  to  the  domination,  of 
white  me  n,  cannot  be  allayed.  It  basbecome  the  first 
principle  in  the  mind  of  a Ilayticn  We  would  as 
wil'ingly  submit  unto  their  will  as  they  unto  our’s. 

In  this  state  of  the  case,  expediency  approves  what 
necessity  imposes;  and  our  object  should  be  to  cul- 
tivate the  best  dispositions  in  tlje  people  of  Hayti, 
and  so  to  act  that,  if  possible,  the  free  blacks  of  that 
great  island  may  regard  us  as  their  particular  friends: 
and  probably  there  is  no  other  way  so  well  adapted  to 
bring  this  about  as  by  encouraging  emigration  to  that  j 
country.*  It  is  in  vain  that  we  shut  our  eyes  and  re- 
fuse. to  see  these  matters — rrc  must  look  at  and  calcu- 
/.!>  thnn;  and  the  soover  we  do  if  the  better. 

The  agent  alluded  toby  president  Royer,  has  arriv- 
ed at  New  York  via  Philadelphia.*  His  name  is  Gran-  j 
villc.  and  he  is  spoken  of  as  a very  well  educated  and  ! 
intelligent  gentleman — bis  complexion  a dark  mustee, ! 
*‘not  darker  than  persons  from  Peru  or  Mexico.” — j 
One  of  the  Philadelphia  papers  says  that  the  Haytien  ! 
government  is  non-  making  arrangements  to  receive  ! 
si':  thousand  settlers,  that  they  will  be  found  with  a j 
passage,  and  four  months’  provisions  allowed  them  : 
Of  their  arrival,  and  a reasonable  portion  of  land.  ! 
These  liberal  advantages  are  not  done  with  a pecu-  j 
mew,  but  moral  view,  and  brotherly  love  for  an  un-  I 
fortunate  and  unjustly,  inhumanly,  and  unehristianly  i 
oppressed  portion  of  the  human  race. 

Another  paper  says — ‘-‘As  Mr.  Granville,  the  agent  J 
of  the  Havticn  government,  was. on  his  way  last' 
week  from.  Philadelphia  to  this  city,  he  stopped  at  a 
public  house  in  New-Brunswickto  take  supper.  Be- 
tween 50  and  60  persons  sat  down  to  the  table,  and 
Mr.  G.  among  the  rest.  It  happened  that  he  was 
seated  next  to  a U.  S.  officer,  who  was  unfortunately 
ignorant  of  his  rank  and  character.  Observing  Mr. 
Granville  at  his  elbow,  the  officer  remarked,  “sir  are 
you  not  aware  that  it  is  contrary  to  custom  for  white 
men  and  coloured  people  to  eat  at  the  same  table.” 
To  this  Mr.  G.  made  no  reply.  The  officer  then  re- 
peated his  observations  in  a more  offensive  form;  and 
rose  from  the  table,  declaring  that  he  would  not  eat 
with  a negro.  Mr.  G.  then  rose,  requested  the  of- 
ficer to  resume  his  seat,  and  addressed  the  company 
as  follows:  “I  am  informed,  that  it  is  contrary  to  the 
custom  of  this  country  for  whites  and  coloured  people 
to  eat  at  the  same  table.  I am  a stranger,  gentlemen, 
from  Hayti.  and  my  ignorance  of  the  custom  must  be 
my  apology.”  He  then  left  the  table.  Immediately, 
we  understand,  more  than  half  the  company  followed 
his  example,  and  went  to  the  landlord  to  request  that 
he  would  set  a table  where  they  might  have  the  plea- 
sure of  eating  with  that  gentleman,  (pointing  to  Mr.  j 
GA  The  next  morning,  the  officer,  being  convinced  I 
ol  his  mistake,  wrote  an  apology  to  the  Havtien,  and  i 
received  in  return  the  following  laconic  and  noble 
reply. 

“Sir,  I write  insults  in  the  sand;  favors,  on  the 
marble.” 

Another  incident  is  worthy  of  notice.  As  Mr.  ; 
Granville  was  about  to  leave  the  table,  observing  the  j 
epaulette  upon  the  fficer’s  shoulder,  he  remarked,  j 
“Sir,  / am  an  officer  also  in  my  own  country , and  if  I 
were  there , it  would  be  a part  of  my  duty , sir , to  take  into 
custody  those  Hayti ens  who  insult  strangers.” 

If  this  is  a specimen  of  Haytien  manners,  it  would 
not  be  amiss  to  send  some  of  our  young  men  to  pre- 
sident Boyer  that  they  may  learn  how  to  behave  j 
themselves  like  gentlemen  and  like  Christians. 

The  editor  of  the  New  York  Commercial  Adver-  I 
tiser  having  favorably  noticed  citizen  Granville,  and 
spoke  ol  the  importance  of  a good  understanding  I 
with  Hayti,  received  a letter  from  the  agent,  of  J 

: *Boycr’s  remarks  on  this  subject  are  exactly  to  the  j 
point.  | 


1 which  the  following  is  a translation.  There  is  a dc- 
gree  of  frankness,  liberality  and  good  sense  a’  ut 
( this  man  that  will  force  all  to  believe  that  a “s  : lo 
j countenance  may  not  indicate  a black  heart.” 

•Veto  York,  l&tkJane,  18~-i. 

To  the  editor  of  the  Commercial  Advertiser- — 

Sir, — 1 have  just  finished  the  perusal  of  a passage 
in  your  Commercial  Advertiser,  in  relation  to  Hayti: 
were  it  not  that  I am  confined  to  my  bed  by  a yiolent 
fever-,  brought  on  by  a cold,  I should  have  enjoyed  the 
pleasing  duty  of  thanking  you  in  person  fur  the  liberal 
and  philanthropic  observati  ns  inserted  in  the  Gazette 
of  which  you  arc  the  editor. 

Allow  me  then,  sir,  to  he  the  organ,  and  the  same 
paper  the  medium,  by  which  I may  he  enabled  to 
transmit  to  you  the  expressions  of  sincere  gratitude, 
which  I tender  to  you  in  the  name  of  my  country. 
Glory  redound  to  you,  and  to  all  those,  who  do  not 
think  that  a sable  countenance  indicates  a black 
heart. 

As  the  concluding  .part  of  your  article  on  Hayti 
concerns  me  personally,  I shall  here  cite  the  names 
°f  Mr.  McKee ver,  a superior  officer  in  the  T niter! 
States’ navy,  City-Hotel;  Mr.  Carnes,  an  American 
merchant,  No.  173  Pearl-street;  Mr.  Abraham  Slover, 
Bedford,  Long-Island;  the  son  of  Monsieur  Fontaine, 
French  merchant,  No.  131  Water-street, — thesff  gen- 
tlemen, and  many  others,  whose  names  1 regret  not 
being  able  to  recall  to  mind,  have  left  nothing  untried 
to  make  me  forget  a scene  which  must  have  so  pain- 
fully affected  me;  and  if  kind  acts  and  delicate  at- 
l tentions  could  forever  obliterate  afflicting  recollec- 
• tions,  I should  not  at  this  moment  remember  my  hav- 
i ing  passed  a night  at  New-Brunswick. 

The  superior  officer  of  the  American  navy  with 
| whom  this  unpleasant  affair  occurred,  behaved  the 
i following  day  in  the  most  noble  manner,  and  if  hist— 

; tory  had  not  already  handed  down  to  posterity  the 
j renown  of  American  gallantry,  the  conduct  of  this 
: officer  would  alone  suffice  to  proclaim  it;  for  one 
| must  be  truly  magnanimous  to  atone  for  one’s  faults, 
j when  every  thing  conspires  to  commit  them  with  im- 
; punity. 

| I should  have  much  desired  to  dwell  more  largely 
, cn  this  subject,  but  my  illness  prevents  my  so  doing; 

■ however,  whether  in  good  or  bad  health,  you  shall 
i always  find  me,  sir, 

Y'our  grateful  servant",  J.  GRANVILLE. 

Note  by  the  translator. — Some  of  the  sentences  in 
citizen  G’s.  note,  are  quite  idjomatical,  elegantly 
turned,  and  peculiar  to  the  French  language,  and  I 
found  it  somewhat  difficult  to  give  them  the  appro- 
priate English  dress. 

The  following  is  an  extract  from  the  letter  of  the 
agent  of  the  Colonization  Society,  to  president  Boyer, 
and  his  answer. 

“Will  you,  Mr.  President,  furnish  me  information 
on  the  following  points,  for  which  I shall  be  truly 
grateful,  and  which  may  be  very  useful  to  the  color- 
ed people  of  this  country. 

1.  W'ere  a number  of  families  to  migrate  to  Hayti, 
would  your  government  defray  any  part  of  the  ex- 
penses of  the  voyage,  assign  them  land  to  cultivate, 
and  aid  them  to  stock  their  farms? 

2.  To  what  extent  would  your  government  encou 
rage  emigration — how  much  allow  to  each  family 
for  expense  of  passage,  how  much  land  to  each  fami- 
ly— and  how  much  aid  to  stock  each  farm — and  to 
how  many  families  or  individuals  would  all  this  assis- 

ance  be  given? 

3.  What  encouragement  would  be  offered  to  me*- 
chanics  and  merchants? 

4.  Though  now  assistance  were  given,  would  the 
opportunity  to  come  and  settle  in  your  island,  to  any 
and  to  all  who  might  choose  to  migrate  there,  be 
given  in. the  $ame  unrestricted  manner  in  which  our 
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government  gives  it  to  all  emigrants  from  other  coun- 
tries— what  would  be  the  cost  of  lands  to  such,  and 
could  they  obtain  it  in  large  quantities,  so  that  num- 
bers could  settle  down  in  the  same  neighborhood? 

5.  How  far  is  toleration  extended  to  different  re- 
ligions? 

6.  What  are  your  laws  in  reference  to  marriage, 
and  what  is  the  state  of  society  in  this  respect? 

7.  How  far  are  schools  supported? 

8.  Would  your  government  allow  the  society  to 
plant  a colony  in  your  island,  having  its  own  laws, 
courts  and  legislature,  in  all  respects  like  one  of  the 
states  of  the  United  States  and  connected  with  and  sub- 


given land  to  those  who  wished  to  cultivate  it;  and, 
by  my  circular,  of  the  date  of  the  24th  of  December, 
1823,  to  the  officers  of  districts,  (of  which  I send  you 
a copy,)  you  will  convince  yourself  that  I have  pre- 
pared for  the  children  of  Africa,  coming  out  of  the 
United  States,  all  that  can  assure  them  of  an  honora- 
ble existence  in  becoming  citizens  of  the  Haytien  re- 
public But  now  that  you  make  overtures,  which 
seem  to  be  authorized  by  the  respectable  society  of 
which  you  are  the  general  agent,  I am  about  to  an- 
swer frankly  to  the  eight  questions  which  you  have 
addressed  to  me. 

1.  “If  a number  of  families,”  &c.  The  govern- 


ject  to  the  government  of  Hayti,  only  as  each  state  is  j ment  of  the  republic  will  aid  in  defraying  part  of  the 
with  our  general  government;  and  would  land  be  fur-  j expenses  of  the  voyage  of  those  who  cannot  bear  them, 
nished  for  such  a colony?  (provided  the  Colonization  Society  will  do  the  rest. 

Full  information  on  these  points  would  be  esteem-  | The  government  will  give  fertile  lands  to  those  who 
ed  a great  favor,  and  were  the  answer  in  the  affirma- j wish  to  cultivate  them,  will  advance  to  them  nourish- 
tive  to  the  8th  inquiry,  or  to  the  first  part  of  it,  if  j ment,  tools,  and  other  things  of  indispensable  neces- 
land  conldbe  purchased  in  sufficient  quantity  and  at  a ; sity  until  they  shall  be  sufficiently  established  to  do 


suitable  rate,  1 think  something  would  soon  be  done 
to  plant  a colony  under  your  government.” 

Liberty.  Equality. 

REPUBLIC  OF  HAYTI. 

Port-aurPrince , 30 th  April,  1824. 

TEAR  OF  INDEPENDENCE,  THE  21sT. 


without  this  assistance. 

2.  “To  what  extent  in  number,”  &c.  No  matter 
what  number  of  emigrants;  all  those  who  will  come 
with  the  intention  to  submit  themselves  to  the  laws  of 
the  country  shall  be  well  received.  The  price  of  pas- 
sage and  other  expenses  shall  be  discussed  by  agents 


Jean  Pierre  Boyer,,  president  of  Hayti,  to  Mr.  Coring  ; to  obtain  the  most  advantageous  conditions.  The 
D.  Dewey,  general  agent  of  the  society  for  African  ; quantity  of  ground  shall  be  as  much  as  each  family 
Colonization  of  New-York. 

Sir, -I  had  the  satisfaction  of  receiving  the  letter  of 
the  4th  of  March  last,  which  you  addressed  tome,  the 
contents  of  which  breathe  the  most  perfect  philan- 
thropy. To  consecrate  our  cares,  to  meliorate  the 
lot  of  a portion  of  the  human  race,  sadly  borne  down 
by  the  weight  of  misfortune,  is  to  prove  the  excellence 
of  one’s  heart  and  to  acquire  an  eternal  right  to  the 


gratitude  of  every  living  creature  that  can  feel.  And 
the  step  which  you  have  taken  in  reference  to  me,  in  : 


you 


can  cultivate.  For  the  rest,  the  utmost  good  will  to 
the  new  comers,  shall  be  the  basis  of  the  arrange^ 
ments. 

3.  “What  encouragement  will  be  given  to  me- 
chanics and  merchants,”  &c.  They  shall  have  per- 
fect liberty  to  labor  in  their  respective  professions. 
The  only  privilege  will  be  an  exemption  from  the  law 
of  patent  for  the  first  year. 

4.  “Will  opportunity  be  given,”  &c.  All  those,  I 
repeat  it,  who,  will  come,  shall  be  received,  no  matter 


favor  of  the  descendants  of  the  Africans,  who  are  in  i what  may  be  their  number,  provided  they  submit 
the  Gnited  States,  and  who  are  compelled  to  leave  the  j themselves  to  the  laws  of  the  state,  which  are  es- 
country,  because  that,  far  from  enjoying  rights  of  I sentiaily  liberal  and  protecting,  and  to  the  rules  of 
freemen,  they  have  only  an  existence,  precarious  j the  police,  which  tend  to  repress  vagrancy,  to  main- 
and  full  of  humiliation,  entitles  you  to  the  gratitude  i tain  good  order,  and  to  confirm  the  tranquility  of  all. 
of  the  ilaytiens,  who  cannot  see  with  indifference  the  , There  is  no  price  to  stipulate  for,  as  respects  the  land; 
calanities  which  afflict  their  brethren.  j since  the  government  will  give  it  gratis,  in  fee  simr 

As  soon  as  I was  informed  of  the  resolution  taken  in  ! pie,  to  these  who  will  cultivate  it.  The  emigrants 
the  U.  States  to  transport  into  Africa,  our  unhappy  ; will  be  distributed  in  the  most  advantageous  manner 
brethren,  to  restore  them  to  their  native  sky,  1 com- 1 possible,  and  those  who  may  desire  it,  shall  be  placed 
prehended  the  policy  which  had  suggested  this  mea- ! in  the  neighborhood  of  each  other, 
sure,  and  at  the  same  time,  conceived  a high  opinion  j They  shall  not  be  meddled  with  in  their  domestic 
of  those  generous  men,  who  were  disposed  to  make  , habits,  nor  in  their  religious  belief,  provided  they  do 
sacrifices,  in  the  hope  of  preparing  for  the  unfortu-  not  seek  to  make  proselytes,  or  trouble  those  who 
nate  men  who  were  its  objects,  an  asylum  where  their  I profess  another  faith  than  their  own. 
existence  would  be  supportable.  Thenceforward,  j What  precedes  is  an  answer  to  your  fifth  question 
by  a sympathy  very  natural,  my  heart  and  my  arms  ' upon  the  toleration  of  different  religions. 


have  been  open  to  greet  in  this  land  of  true  liberty  ; 
those  men  upon  whom  a fatal  destiny  rests  in  a man- 


o.  “What  are  your  laws  relative  to  marriage,”  &c. 
Marriage  is  encouraged,  and  good  husbands  and 


•ncr  so  cruel.  I consider  the  intention  to  colonize  wives  enjoy  the  same  consideration  as  in  other  civi- 
barbarous  regions  with  men  accustomed  to  live  in  the  lized  countries. 


midst  of  civilized  people,  as  a thing  impracticable,  to 
say  nothing  more.  The  experiment  made  at  Sherbro’ 


“How  far  are  schools,”  See. 

Every  where,  where  there  is  a sufficient  numerous 


and  at  Mesurado  prove  that  I was  not  far  from  the  population,  the  government  supports  schools  to  in- 
truth. In  fine,  sir,  although  Africa  be  the  cradle  of  struct  the  youth  in  the  principles  of  morality  and  vir- 
their  fathers,  what  a frightful  prospect  is  it  for  them,  tue. 


to  see  themselves  exiled  to  insalubrious  climes,  after 
having  inhaled  the  healthful  breezes  of  the  land  of 

their  birth! 

have  often  asked  myself,  why  Hayti,  whose  cli- 


S.  “Will  your  goverment,”  fee. 

That  cannot  be.  The  laws  of  the  republic  are  ge- 
neral— and  no  particular  laws  can  exist.  Those  who 
come,  being  children  of  Africa,  shall  be  Haytiens  as 


mate  is  so  mild  and  whose  government  is  analogous  soon  as  they  put  their  feet  on  the  soil  of  Hayti;  they 


to  Jhat  of  the  United  States,  was  not  preferred  as  their 
place  of  refuge.  Fearing  that  my  sentiments  would 
be  misinterpreted,  if  I made  the  first  overture,  1 con- 
tented myself  with  having  explained  to  those  of  them 
that  came  to  Hayti,  all  the  guarantees  and  rights  that 
the  constitution  of  the  republic  has  established  in 
their  favor.  I have  aided  in  freeing  those  from  debt 
who  could  not  quite  pay  for  their  passage:  1 have, 


will  enjoy  happiness,  security,  tranquility,  such  as  we 
ourselves  possess,  however  our  defamers  declare  the 
contrary. 

In  fine,  sir,  to  prove  to  you  that  I am  disposed  to  dq 
in  favor  of  our  brethren  who  groan  in  the  U.  States 
of  America,  under  the  yoke  of  prejudice,  I am  abou* 
to  send  to  New  York,  funds,  and  a confidential  agent, 
to  enter  into  an  understanding  with  von  and  the  Cc~ 
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Ionization  Society,  with  a view  to  facilitate  the  emi- 
gration to  Hayti,  of  the  descendants  of  Africans,  who 
are  disposed  to  come  and  partake  with  us  the  most 
precious  blessings  which  we  enjoy  under  Divine 
Providence. 

It  must  not  be  imagined  that  the  want  ot  an  in- 
creased population  in  Hayti  is  the  motive  which  de- 


tion,  a corr  >boration,  generally  speaking,  of  the  opi- 
nions which  they  have  heretofore  expressed. 

On  some  parts  of  the  inquiry,  indeed,  evidence  has 
now  been  produced  to  points  which  were  not,  indi- 
vidually and  particularly,  taken  into  the  considera- 
tion of  the  committee  on  the  former  occasion.  To 
these,  perhaps,  some  reference  ought  noi'r  to  be  made. 


termines  me  to  make  this  answer  with  the  details  j They  may  be  considered  as  new  articles,  or  new  spe 
into  which  I have  entered.  Views  of  a higher  order  : cifications  of  charge;  and  although  not  very  definitely 
direct  me.  Animated  with  the  desire  to  serve  the  j or  formarly  made,  yet,  as  evidence  has  been  taken. 


cause  of  humanity,  I have  thought  that  a finer  oc- 
casion could  not  have  presented  itself  to  offer  an 
agreeable  hospitality,  a sure  asylum,  to  the  unfortu- 
nate men,  who  have  the  alternative  of  going  to  seek 
upon  the  barbarous  shores  of  Africa,  misery  or  cer- 
tain death.  I shall  not  develope  the  advantages  which 
will  result  to  the  people  of  your  country  from  trans- 
porting to  Ilayti,  the  African  population  of  which  they 
wish  to  be  delivered.  Every  one  can  perceive  per- 
fectly that  it  will  be  an  infallible  means  of  augment- 
ing the  commerce  of  the  United  States,  by  multi- 
plying relations  between  two  people,  the  similarity  of 
whose  principles  of  legislation  and  government  ought 


intended  to  support  them,  they  become  subjects  oi 
consideration.  One  of  these  respects  the  deposites  of 
public  money,  made  or  allowed  by  the  secretary,  in 
the  banks  of  this  District,  at  the  instance  and  on  the 
solicitation  of  the  banks  themselves,  and  as  an  accom- 
modation to  them,  at  a time  of  considerable  pecuniary 
pressure, in  1819. 

In  their  former  report,  the  committee  expressed 
their  opinion  in  relation  to  deposites  of  this  nature; 
and  referred  to  a public  communication  of  the  secre- 
tary, in  which  the  facts  were  avowed,  and  in  which  a 
practice  of  a like  character,  was  stated' to  have  been 
of  early  existence  and  long  continuance.  The  com- 


necessarily  to  render  them  friends,  although  a blind  mittee  did  not  deem  it  necessary  to  call  for  pr.  i vf 


prejudice  seems,  until  now,  to  have  put  obstacles  in 
the  way  of  more  direct  relations  between  the  one  and 
the  other.  Light  and  philanthropy  will  doubtless 
make  justice  and  reason  to  triumph. 

You  will  speedily,  sir,  see  the  arrival  in  New  York 
of  the  agent  I am  to  send. 

I have  the  honor  to  salute  you  with  my  most  distin- 
guished consideration.  BOYER. 


Committee  of  Investigation. 

The  select  committee,  (of  the  house  of  representa- 
tives), to  whom  was  referred  the  memorial,  or  ad- 
dress, of  Niaian  Edwards,  having,  in  obedience  to 
the  resolution  of  the  house  of  representatives,  of  the  ; tbe  case  presented. 
26th  of  May,  continued  to  hold  its  sittings,  after  the  { ^he  debt  due" to 
adjournment  of  the  house,  until  the  21st  day  of  June, 
have  agreed  on  the  following  report: 


that  which  was  admitted;  and,  as  as  it  was  of  opinion 
that  the  practice  itself  was  irregular  and  dangerous, 
it  did  not  think  it  material  to  inquire  particularly  whe- 
ther, in  the  only  case  in  which  loss  was  apprehended 
from  this  cause,  the  probability  of  such  loss  was  either 
greater  or  less  than  the  secretary  had  supposed.  This 
apprehended  loss  is  in  the  case  of  the  Franklin  Bank 
of  iVlexandria.  In  the  letter  of  the  secretary  to  the 
president  of  the  senate,  of  the  25th  of  February,  1823, 
he  says,  in  regard  to  this  bank,  that  a letter  of  the 
district  attorney,  therewith  communicated,  showed 
that  there  was  no  danger  of  loss  to  the  United  States. 
The  evidence  now  offered  and  received,  tends  to 
show  that  there  is  a probability  of  final  loss  from  this 
bank;  but  in  other  respects,  there  is  no  new  view  of 


The  debt  due  to  the  government  from  the  bank  of 
: Vincennes,  has  also  been  brought  forward,  and  made 
I the  subject  of  inquiry  and  proof.  Nothing  distin- 


In  recommending,  in  their  former  report,  a conti-  gUjsbing  this  case  from  those  of  other  western  banks 
nuance  of  the  existence  and  powers  of  the  committee,  ( jn  the  public  money  had  been  deposited,  and 

it  will  be  remembered,  that  the  reason  given  for  that  i reg*rd  to  which  loss  had  happened,  or  was  ex- 
recommendation  was,  the  obvious  propriety,  before  j pected,  had  attracted  the  attention  of  the  committee, 
a final- close  of  the  investigation,  of  having  the  per-  as  important  to  be  considered,  at  the  time  of  their 
sonal  presence  and  examination  oi  the  author  of  the  | former  report. 

address  which  had  occasioned  the  appointment  of  the  The  case  Qf  this  bank  bad  been  previously  made 
committee.  Such  examination  has  now  been  had.  the  subject  of  a report  to  the  house  by  the  secretary, 
Mr.  Edwards  attended  the  committee,  in  obedience  to  on  the  21st  of  February,  1823,  in  answer  to  a resc- 
ifs  summons,  on  the  i th  ol  June;  has  been  examined  jution  passed  on  the  thirtv-first  of  January  preceding, 
as  a witness,  by  its  direction,  cross-examined  by  a . in  which  a statement  of  the  debt,  and  the  means 
gentleman  attending  in  behalf  of  the  secretary  of  the  which  had  been  taken  and  used  to  secure  it,  were  laid 
treasury ; and  his  testimony,  together  with  that  of  the  before  congres3.  The  evidence  now  taken,  relates 
other  witnesses,  is  communicated  with  this  report; ; principa.lly  as  in  the  preceding  case,  to  the  amount  of 
h also  various  documents  and  papers,  which V the  loss  which  may  bc  cxpected  to  be  incurred, 
been  referred  to,  and  produced,  m the  course  of  j The  only  remaining  charge  which  may 


as  are 
have 

the  examination 

A paper,  in  reply  to  the  communication  heretofore 
received  by  the  committee,  from  the  secretary,  and 
another,  in  the  nature  of  an  argument  on  the  whole 
case,  have  ai=o  been  presented  by  Mr.  Edwards,  and 
consid  ved  by  the  committee. 

The  evidence  has  run  into  much  detail,  and  some 
parts  of  it,  probably,  have  not  a very  material  applica- 


may  be  regarded 


as  not  before  examined,  is  an  allegation,  or  intima- 
tion, that,  owing  to  the  fault  of  the  secretary,  the 
pensioners  and  public  creditors  of  the  government 
in  East  Tennessee,  were,  in  some  instances,  paid  in 
bank  paper  not  equivalent  to  specie. 

The  circumstance  attending  this  transaction  seem 
to  be  fully  stated  in  the  testimony  of  Hugh  L.  \\  hi!e. 
It  does  not  appear  that  any  knowledge  of  these  pay- 


ti  »n  to  the  i»uin  subject  of  inquiry.  It  seemed  pro-  meBts  having  Seen  made  in  depreciated  paper 

r\nr  h Anrnr,»p  t . > 1 1 > n m m 1 1 foci  T r\  fi  I I n \ir  T th  Ara  aaw  I ° 1 


per,  however,  to  the  committee,  to  allow  to  those  con 
cerncd  a liberal  indulgence  in  this  respect 

After  a i 
whatever  h 

the  case,  the  committee  see  no  cause  to  change  or  mo 

dify,  in  any  material  respect,  the  result  to  which  they  I or  its  equivalent;  or,  at  least.,  to  be  informed  it 
came  on  the  former  investigation,  and  which  they  t thing  should  happen  to  prevent  such  payment 
have  already  submitted  to  the  house.  On  the  con 
$rary,  they  find,  in  this  further  and  fuller  examina 


communicated  to  the  secretary.  The  measures  adopi- 
j ed  by  him  for  the  reasonable  provisions  of  a proper 
ent  attention  to  all  the  evidence,  and  to  fund  at  the  place  of  disbursement,  were,  as  far  os  the 
been  urged,  in  the  way  of  reasoning  on  | committee  can  judge,  suitable  and  jweiicious.  He  had 

a right  to  expect  the  payments  to  be  made  in  specie-, 

anv 
No 

information  was  given  to  li ini  of  any  disappointment, 
of  his  expectation  in  this  respect,  by  those  whose 
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duty  it  was  to  pay;  and  no  complaint  appears  to  have 
been  preferred  by  those  whose  right  it  was  to  re- 
ceive. 

In  regard  to  the  contested  letter  of  Benjamin  Ste- 
phenson, of  the  12th,  of  October,  1S19,  the  committee 
see  no  cause  to  change  the  opinion  which  was  enter- 
tained, and  which  they  intended  to  express  in  their 
former  report — that,  although  the  letter  was  written, 
as  stated  by  Mr.  Edwards  in  his  testimony,  there  was 
no  evidence  that  Mr.  Stephenson  communicated  or 
transmitted  it  to  the  secretary  of  the  treasury. 

The  committee  do  net  deem  it  necessary  to  extend 
their  report,  by  protracted  observations  on  the  va- 
rious parts  of  the  evidence,  as  the  whole  is  submitted 
to  the  house.  They  content  themselves  with  saying, 
that,  in  their  opinion,  nothing  has  been  proved  to  im- 
peach the  integrity  of  the  secretary,  or  to  bring  into 
doubt  the  general  correctness  and  ability  of  his  ad- 
ministration of  the  public  finances.  To  this  point, 
as  the  main  object  of  inquiry,  the  chief  attention  of 
the  committee  has  been  directed;  and  they  have  come 
to  the  result,  which  ha£  now  been  stated,  with  the 
unanimous  concurrence  of  the  members  present. 
Other  points  there  are,  of  less  importance,  but  which 
may,  nevertheless,  be  supposed  not  to  have  escaped 
consideration  by  the  committee.  These,  however, 
under  all  the  circumstances,  they  have  thought  it 
proper  to  leave,  without  observation,  in  the  light  in 
which  they  are  placed  by  the  evidence. 


Report  on  Piracies. 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES — MAY  19,  1824. 
Report  of  the  committee  on  foreign  relations,  to 
which  was  referred  so  much  of  the  president’s 
message  as  relates  to  the  “piracies  by  which  our 
commerce  in  the  neighborhood  of  the  island  of  Cu- 
ba has  been  afflicted;”  and,  “to  the  depredations 
which  have  been  committed  on  the  lawful  com- 
merce of  the  United  States,  under  other  pretences, 
and  other  color,  in  the  neighboring  island  of  Porto 
Rico,”  report: 

That  the  prompt  and  energetic  measures  adopted 
by  congress,  at  the  commencement  of  their  last  ses- 
sion, seconded  by  the  zeal  and  enterprize  $f  the 
officers  entrusted  with  the  command  of  tl*e  light 
squadron  destined  to  suppress  piracy  in  the  West  In- 
dies and  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  have  succeeded  in  put- 
ting a stop  to  the  piracies  by  which  our  commerce 
had  been  afflicted  in  "he  neighborhood  of  the  Island  of 
Cuba,  as  far  as  a foreign  force,  unaided  by  the  pub- 
lic authorities  of  the  island,  could  succeed  in  accom- 
plishing this  object. 

These  piracies  had  been  continued  for  years,  un- 
der the  immediate  observation  of  the  government 'of 
the  island  of  Cuba,  which,  as  well  as  the  Spanish  go- 
vernment, has  been  repeatedly  and  ineffectually  re-  j 
quired  to  suppress  them.  Many  of  them  have  beer,  i 
committed  by  boats,  which  remained  concealed  in  j 
the  harbors  and  under  the  head  land,  until  they  dis- 1 
covered  their  prey,  which  they  captured,  plundered  | 
and  destroyed  upon  the  shores  of  the  island.  When  ! 
pursued  by  a superior  force,  the  pirates  have  escaped 
to  the  shore;  and  our  commanders  have  beenrefus-! 
ed  permission  to  land  in  pursuit  of  them,  even  on  the  j 
desert  and  uninhabited  parts  of  the  island. 

It  appears,  from  the  most  respectable  testimony,  ; 
that  these  attrocious  robberies  were  committed  by 
persons  well  known  in  Havana  and  in  Regia,  where 
they  were  organized  into  a band;  and,  that  the  traffic 
in  their  plunder  was  carried  on  openly:  that  they 
were  sometimes  committed  by  vessels  equipped  at 
Havana  and  at  Regia  and,  that  they  cautiously  avoid- 
ed molesting  Spanish  vessels,  but  attacked,  without 
discrimination,  the  defenceless  vessels  of  all  other 
nations. 

The  present  captain  general  of  the  island  of  Cuba  J 


has  acted  with  great  courtesy  towards  our  com- 
mander aud  officers  engaged  cn  this  service,  and  has 
co-operated  with  them,  by  arresting  the  pirates  who 
bad  escaped  to  the  shore;  nor  has  he  complained 
when  our  officers  have  f-  und  it  necessary  to  pursue 
them,  aod  to  break  up  their  haunts  on  the  desert  and 
unfrequented  keys  that  surround  the  island.  In  no 
case,  however,  within  our  knowledge,  where  pirates 
| have  been  seized  by  the  authorities  of  • .the  island, 
have  they  been  brought  to  that  punishment  their 
crimes  merited;  and  those  who  are  well  known  to 
have  fitted  out  piratical  cruizers.  and  to  have  sold 
their  plunder  with  the  utmost  notoriety,  are  suffered 
to  remain  in  Havana  and  Regia,  in  the  unmolested 
enjoyment  of  the  fruits  of  their  crimes.  Under  these 
circumstance,  the  British  ar.d  American  squadrons 
in  those  seas  may  repress  piracy,  so  long  as  they  con- 
tinue cruising  m the  neighborhood  of  this  island:  but, 
there  is  reason  to  apprehend,  that,  cn  their  removal, 
similar  outrages  on  our  commerce  will  be  renewed. 
In  toe  opinion  of  your  committee,  piracy  con  only  be 
effectually  suppressed  by  the  government  of  Spain, 
and  by  the  authorities  of  the  island  taking  the  neces- 
sary measures  to  prevent  piratical  vessels  or  boats 
from  being  equipped  or  sailing  from  any  part  of  the 
island,  and  to  apprehend  and  punish  every  descrip- 
tion of  outlaws,  as  well  as  those  who  actually  com- 
mit acts  of  piracy,  as  those  who  receive  and  traffic  in 
goods  plundered  on  the  high  seas. 

The  commerce  of  the  United  States  with  the 
Island  of  Cuba,  superior  to  that  with  Spain  and  all  its 
other  dependencies,  ‘and  fully  equal  to  that  with 
France,  claims  in  a peculiar  manner  the  protection  of 
government.  The  safety  of  that  commerce  requires 
that  the  government  of  Spain. should  be  urged  to  adopt 
prompt  and  vigorous  measures,  effectually  to  suppress 
piracy  in  the  neighborhood  of  the  island  and  to  co- 
operate with  the  maritime  powers  most  interested  in 
effecting  this  object:  and,  yourcommittee  are  of  opi- 
nion, that,  for  the  protection  of  this  important  com- 
merce, and  of  the  persons  and  property  of  our  fellow-r 
citizens,  when  in  the  ports  of  the  island  the  residence 
of  consuls,  or  authorized  commercial  agents  cf  the 
United  States,  at  these  places,  is  absolutely  necessary, 
and  ought  to  he  insisted  upon. 

Privateers,  distinguished  from  pirates  only  By  com- 
missions of  most  equivocal  character,  from  Spanish 
officers  whose  authority  to  issue  them  has  never 
been  shewn,  fcaye  been  equipped  in  the  island  cf 
Porto  Rico,  and  have  committed  outrages  and  de- 
predations upon  the  persons  and  property  of  the  citi- 
zens of  the  United  States;  outrages,  which  no  com- 
mission could  divest  of  their  piratical  character. — 
With  no  other  naval  force  than  a frigate,  a orig,  and 
a schooner,  they  presumed  to  declare  a blockade  of 
more  than  twelve  hundred  miles  of  coast.  To  this 
violation  of  all  the  rights  of  neutrality,  they  added  the 
the  absurd  pretension  of  interdicting  the  peaceable 
commerce  of  other  nations  with  all  the  ports  of  the 
Spanish  Maine,  upon  the  pretence,  that  it  had  hereto- 
fore been  forbidden  by  the  Spanish  colonial  laws;  and, 
on  the  strength  of  those  two  inadmissible  principles, 
they  issued  commissions  in  the  island  of  Porto  Rico, 
to  a swarm  of  privateers,  which  have  committed  ex- 
tensive and  ruinous  depredations  upon  the  lawful 
commerce  of  the  United  States.  Frequent  remon- 
strances have  been  made,  both  to  Spain  and  to  the 
authorities  of  the  island,  by  the  executive,  without 
producing  any  effect.  During  the  last  summer,  a 
special  agent  was  sent  to  Porto  Rico,  to  obtain  the 
restitution  of  American  vessels  captured  by  the  pri- 
vateers of  that  island,  and  to  collect  documentary 
evidence  of  the  trials  and  condemnation  of  others. 
To  the  first  demand,  the  political  chief  referred  the 
agent  to  the  government  of  Spain;  declaring,  that  he 
could  not,  without  an  open  infraction  of  fundamental 
laws,  take  cognizance  of  causes,  legally  determined  . 
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That  the  officers  of  that  province  could  not  proceed, 
but  bv  the  express  orders  of  the  supreme  government, . 
and  to  that,  the  United  States,  after  the  example  of 
Great  Britain,  must  have  recourse.  ! 

It  appears  by  the  testimony  collected  by  this  gentle- 
man. that  it  had  been  the  practice  of  these  privateers, ' 
not  to  send  in  their  prizes  to  the  large  arid  frequent- 
ed ports,  where  impartial  judges  could  determine  on 
the  validity  of  the  capture,  and  where  the  captured 
could  have  the  means  of  fairly  defending  their  rights; 
•but  to  send  them  into  distant  and  obscure  seaports, 
where  the  courtsmre  notoriously  corrupt,  and  where 
the  captains  and  owners  were  deprived  of  the  means 
of  making  even  statements  of  their  cases.  There  are 
many  instances  of  vessels  condemned  most  unjustly: 
and,  even  where  they  have  had  the  rare  good  fortune 
to  escape  condemnation,  their  owners  have  been  sub-  ; 
jected  to  ruinous  costs  and  charges;  and,  in  some 
cases,  before  the  vessels  have  reached  the  port,  the  j 
cargoes  and  property  have  been  plundered,  and  the  ; 
officers  and  crew  treated  in  a cruel  and  barbarous  j 
manner,  ! 

In  San  Juans,  the  principal  town  of  the  island  of  1 
Porto  Rico,  attempts  have  been  made  to  assassinate  ; 
the  commercial  agent  of  the  United  States,  and  the 
master  of  a merchant  vessel,  in  order,  as  they  be- 
lieve, to  prevent  them  from  taking  legal  measures  to 
recover  property  unlawfully  captured.  \ our  com- 
mittee deem  it  unnecessary  to  enumerate  the  vessels 
that  have  been  captured  and  condemned  without  the ; 
colour  of  justice,  or  to  recapitulate  each  particular 
case  of  barbarous  outrage  committed  upon  the  per- 
sons and  property  of  the  citizens  of  the  United  States, 
by  privateers  fitted  out  in  the  ports  of  Porto  Rico; 
outrages,  which,  in  their  opinion,  would  justify  re- 
prisals and  a rigorous  blockade  of  the  ports  of  that 
island.  Your  committee  forbear  to  recommend  the 
immediate  adoption  of  those  measures,  only  because 
the  minister  of  the  United  State  at  Madrid,  has  been 
instructed  to  remonstrate  with  his  Catholic  majesty, 
on  the  culpable  neglect  of  the  Spanish  author-ties  in 
the  island  of  Porto  Rico,  and  to  require  indemnity  for 
the  losses  sustained  by  the  citizens  of  the  United 
States,  from  the  lawless  conduct  of  the  commanders  o 
privateers,  bearing  his  majesty’s  commission.  That 
this  remonstrance  and  demand  was  not  made  earlier, 
arose  from  circumstances  beyond  the  control  of  go- 
vernment. The  former  minister  had  left  Madrid 
before  his  instructions  on  this  subject  reached  that1 
place,  and  the  subsequent  invasion  of  Spain  by 
France,  and  the  conduct  of  the  French  commander  j 
of  the  blockading  squadron  off  Cadiz,  retarded  the  i 
arrival  of  our  present  minister.  While  the  com- ! 
mittee  advise,  that  government  wait  the  result  of  the  1 
negociation  now  pending,  at  Madrid,  or,  at  all  events, 
the  answer  to  the  remonstrance  of  our  minister  at 
that  court,  before  a resort  is  had  to  reprisals  and 
blockade;  they  earnestly  recommend,  that  two  or 
more  small  cruisers  should  be  constantly  kept  off  the 
ports  of  San  Juans,  and  in  the  Moro  Passage,  so  as  to 
protect  our  commerce,  and  intercept,  at  the  entrance 
of  San  Juans,  Aguadilla,  Mazaguez,  capeRoco,  and 
Ponce,  American  vessels  unlawfully  captured  by  | 
Spanish  privateers;  and,  that  the  commanders  of  the 
United  States  vessels  of  war  be  instructed  to  capture, 
and  to  send  into  a port  of  the  United  States  for  trial, 
any  privateer,  that  commits  an  outrage  on  the  per-! 
sons,  or  plunders  the  property,  of  citizens  of  the ! 
"United  States,  on  the  high  seas,  whenever  good  and  i 
sufficient  testimony  of  such  piratical  act  can  be  ob-  J 
tained. 


Indian  Reservations  in  Georgia. 

In  the  Register  of  the  17th  April  last,  there  is  insert- 
ed the  message  of  the  president  of  the  United 
States — the  report  of  the  secretary  of  war,  and 


the  remonstrance  of  the  senators  and  representa- 
tives in  congress  from  Georgia,  concerning  certain 
Indian  reservations  of  land  in  that  state — and  iM  oar 
paper  of  May  1,  page  139,  is  given  the  memo  I of 
John  Ross  and  others,  delegates  from  the  Cherokee 
nation,  at  Washington,  to  the  house  of  representa- 
tives of  the  U.  States,  in  reference  to  the  remon- 
strance above  mentioned,  and  . a certain  letter  from, 
the  governor  of  Georgia  to  the  secretary  of  war. 
As  this  matter  is  one  of  considerable  interest,  and  has 
excited  much  feeling,  as  well  in  the  state  of  Geor- 
gia as  in  the  minds  of  those  in  every  part  of  the 
United  States  who  desire  the  civilization  of  the 
Indian  tribes,  we  now  insert  the  letter  of  governor 
Troup  to  the  secretary  of  war,  in  relation  to  it — 
also  one  from  the  Cherokee  delegation  to  the  edi- 
tors of  the  “National  Intelligencer,”  with  some  in- 
teresting notices  of  certain  proceedings  had  in  their 
national  council.  The  report  of  the  select  commit- 
tee of  the  house  of  representatives,  with  some 
documents  as  to  lands  purchased,  &c.  shall  have 
place  hereafter 

EXECUTIVE  DEPARTMENT,  CEO. 

Milledgeville , 24 th  Jijyril,'  1824. 

Sir:  I cannot  refrain  from  the  expression  of  my 
surprise  at  the  late  communication,  which  the  presi- 
dent has  thought  proper  to  make  to  congress,  on  the 
subject  of  the  claims  of  Georgia  against  the  United 
States,  under  the  articles  of  agreement  and.cession  cf 
the  year  1302. 

Assuming,  as  it  does,  principles  which  I controvert 
— asserting  facts  which  I cannot  permit  myself  to 
admit;  it  becomes  my  duty,  in  the  recess  of  the  legis- 
lature of  Georgia,  to  enter  my  protest  in  behalf  of  the 
people  of  this  state  against  them,  in  the  same  manner 
as  I believe  they  would  themselves  do,  if  they  had  an 
opportunity  of  speaking  by  their  immediate  repre- 
sentatives. The  avowal  of  these  principles,  the  asser- 
tion of  these  facts,  involve  the  destruction  of  the 
compact  between  Georgia  and  the  United  States; 
make  it  null  and  void — and  leave  no  alternative  to 
Georgia,  but  acquiescence  or  resistance — If  multi- 
plied by  the  act  of  one  party,  the  other  party  is  ab- 
solved, and  both  are  free  to  declare  the  resumption  of 
their  original  rights.  Will  this  cancelment  make  for 
Georgia  or  for  the  United  States?  Give  us  back  our 
lands,  we  give  you  hack  your  money.  And,  without 
making  war  upon  the  states  of  Alabama  and  Missis- 
sippi, we  will  run  the  risk  of  concluding  with  them 
the  best  bargain  we  can;  it  would  be  a better  bargain 
for  Georgia  than  that,  the  execution  of  which  we 
urge  upon  the  general  government. 

But,  before  this,  we  will  have  to  ask  a little  money 
of  you — refund  to  Georgia  the  five  millions  which  you 
gratuitously  presented  to  certain  persons,  the  price  of 
the  pacification  of  New  England,  and  which  you  paid 
from  the  proceeds  of  our  lands.  And  is  it  come  to 
this?  Is  it  discovered,  at  last,  that  Georgia  has  no 
claim  either  upon  the  United  States  or  upon  the  Indi- 
ans, under  the  compact  of  1802.  That  it  is  all  a 
dream,  a vision,  a phantasma  with  which  the  deluded 
people  *of  Georgia  have  been  plaguing  themselves 
for  twenty  years?  And  I pray  you  of  what  other 
construction  is  the  message  to  congress  susceptible? 
Are  not  the  Indians  there  treated  as  allodial  proprie- 
tors, as  an  independent  people,  having  plenum  ct  abso- 
lutum  dominiufn,  and  seized  per  my  ct  per  tout;  and 
that,  therefore,  Georgia  can  take  nothing  but  at  their 
will  and  pleasure? 

The  United  States  promised,  in  the  compact,' to  ex- 
tinguish, for  Georgia,  the  Indian  claims  to  the  land  re- 
served, as  soon  as  it  could  be  done  peaceably  and  on 
reasonable  terms.  The  president  in  his  message  con- 
strues this  into  a stipulation  to  do  in  this  respect 
whatever  it  might  please  the  Indians  at  any  time  to 
do.  Of  what  value  was  such  a stipulation  to  Georgia?' 
i She  could  take  nothing  by  it.,  which  she  had  not  with- 
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out  it — Georgia  might,  according  to  the  president,  en- 
treat the  United  States  to  ask  the  favor  of  the  Indians 
to  se;i  peaceably  and  on  reasonable  terms;  and  if  the 
Indians  pleased  to  answer  no!  never!  the  just  claims 
of  Georgia  were  satisfied,  now  and  forever. . 

Was  ever  such  astipulation  heard  of  before,  either 
in  compact  between  government  and  g vern  nent  or 
in  contract  netween  man  and  man.  Georgia  has  not 
required  the  United  States  to  invade  Indian  rights  to 
satisfy  her  claims,  she  has  only  asked  of  the  United 
States  to  do  lor  her  what  she  has  done  for  herself, 
acquire  Indian  lands  whensoever  and  wheresoever 
she  wanted  tiiem;  employ  the  same  means  for  us  in  the 
fulfilment  of  treaty  obligation,  which  you  habitually 
employ  for  yourselves  without  any  such  obligation — 
In  short,  do  as  you  did  in  the  case  of  the  Florida 
treaty  and  others. 

When  the  president  says  he  and  his  predecessors 
have  invariably  done  so,  may*  he  not  have  forgotten 
the  treaty  of  1814,  when  a commanding  word  to  ge- 
neral Jaciison  would  have  procured  for  us  the  Creek 
lands  within  our  limits,  on  at  least  as  good  terms  as  it 
did  procure  other  lands  for  the  United  States  beyond 
them. 

I appeal  to'  the  records  of  your  office,  sir,  as  the 
voucher  of  the  fact,  that,  when  that  treaty  was  negoci- 
ated,  the  obligations  of  the  United  States  were  no 
more  remembered  than  if  the  compact  of  1802  had 
never  existed.  Make  an  estimate  from  the  same  re- 
cords of  what  you,  since  1S02,  have  acquired  from 
the  mdians  for  yourselves,  and  compare  it  with  what, 
under  the  pledges  of  the  agreement,  you  have  acquir- 
ed for  Georgia.  The  difference  will  be  about  as  100 
to  an  unit.  And  yet  it  is  asserted,  that  the  United 
States  have  sought  every  opportunity  to  fulfil  the 
stipulations  of  the  compact  And  may  I ask  the 
favor  of  you,  sir,  to  put  your  finger  on  that  particular 
part  of  them  where  it  is  shown  that  a proposition  to 
extinguish  claims  in  your  behalf  has  been  answered 
by  the  potent  monosyllable  no!  and  that  you  have 
been  content.  The  history  of  the  Plymouth  Colony 
and  of  Willian  Penn,  might  have  been  illustrated  by 
the  patience  with  which  such  an  answer  had  been 
borne.  The  government  of  the  United  States  have 
never  pretended  until  now,  that  it  would  be  borne  at 
all.  Now  we  turn  over  a new'  leaf,  the  principle  of 
the  old  treaty  of  Philadelphia,  the  quid  pro  quo  prin- 
ciple must  govern  ail  treaties  and  satisfy  all  consci- 
ences. Would  it  had  been  so  from  the  beginning.  I 
confess  to  you,  sir,  I do  not  like  this  kind^of  half-ho 
nesty.  If  the  principle  of  Penn’s  treaty  w as  right,  that 
of  every  other  which  followed  was  wrong,  and  he 
who  has  done  wrong  is  in  front  of  conscience  bound 
to  get  back  to  right.  To  undo  promptly  and  directly 
what  you  have  unrighteously  done,  is  a dictate  1 
think  of  the  Platonic  and  Socratie  school — undoubt- 
edly that  of  a much  higher,  the  Christian.  Begin, 
therefore,  with  Georgia,  if  you  please,  to  unsettle  all 
that  has  been  settled;  but  let  not  Georgia  be  the  first 
and  the  last  to  say,  in  a spirit  of  repentance,  that  what 
we  have  taken  unlawfully  we  will  restore.  That  the 
. edict  of  pope  Alexander,  of  pious  memory,  shall  pass 
for  nothing — the  proclamations  and  charters  of  di- 
vers kings  of  England,  for  nothing — priority  of  oc- 
cupation, priority  of  civilization,  priority  of  Christi- 
anity, all  nothing.  Spanish  precedent,  which,  by  the 
law  of  force  took  every  thing,  and  gave  in  return, 
stripes  and  blows,  of  course  for  nothing.  And,  be- 
seeching the  forgiveness  of  sins,  return  to  the  princi- 
ples and  practices  of  Wm.  Penn.  But,  then  is  not 
atonement  still  due  the  aboriginal?  How,  (if  you 
take  the  rule  of  this  message  for  your  guide),  can  you 
repair  tho  wrongs  of  ail  kinds  done  him,  since  the 
landing  on  the  rock  at  Plymouth.  Your  whole  sub- 
stance would  not  compensate  them  by  one  half. 
But,  sir,  not  even  the  Puritans  and  the  Quakers,  w ill 
consent  to  give  up  now:  and  if  things  are  to  remain  as 


we  find  them,  why  is  Georgia  to  be  selected  for  a 
propitiatory  offering?  It  is  a fact  unquestionable,  that 
for  15  or  20  years  past,  well  knowing  your  obligations 
to  Georgia  under  the  compact,  you  have  encouraged 
the  Cherokees  to  make  progress  in  all  the  arts  of  ci- 
vilized life  of  first  necessity  and  cohafort,  within  the 
acknowledged  limits  of  Georgia.  They  have  been 
rearing  flocks  and  herds — constructing  comfortable 
buildings — making  agricultural  improvements  of  va- 
rious kinds — organizing  a government  adapted  to  the 
grade  of  civilization  they  had  reached,  with  schools 
and  religious  establishments  appurtenant,  &c.  &c. 
And  you  encouraged  the  beginning  and  progress  of 
these  things  with  certain  fore-know  ledge  they  could  by 
no  possibility  endure.  They  have  been  taught  by  jhe 
United  States  to  value  them  as  they  ought:  if  they  t ad 
not  been  taught  altogether  at  our  expense  and  w ith- 
out our  consent,  w e would  have  had  no  objection. 
But  this  has  been  the  sole  cause  of  the  unwillingness 
of  any  part  of  the  Cherokees  to  move.  The  United 
States  therefore  create  the  cause.  The  Cherokees 
avail  themselves  of  it,  to  turn  their  backs  upon  your 
propositions  for  negociation,  and  you  have  no  means 
of  escaping  the  difficulty,  but  by  asserting  for  the 
Cherokees  rights  which  they  have  not,  and  denying 
rights  to  Georgia  which  you  ought  to  know  she  has. 

I do  most  earnestly  wish,  sir,  that  this  subjec  t could 
be  disposed' of  forever.  It  never  recurs  but  the 
heart  sickens  at  the  recollection  of  the  crimes  con- 
nected with  it.  And  are  the  wrongs  of  Georgia, 
never  to  have  an  end? 

When  the  proclamation  of  ’64  gave  to  Georgia  the 
country  between  the  Atlantic  and  the  Mississippi,  it 
was  thought  we  took  something  by  it.  It  was  not  fce- 
I lieved  that  it  gave  us  what  we  and  all  mankind  had 
before,  the  right  to  ask  the  Indians  to  sell  lands  in 
fair  market.  We  not  only  thought  differently,  but 
acted  differently.  We  knew  that  the  whole  country 
was  ours,  in  virtue  of  the  very  best  kind  of  title  then 
recognized  by  civilized  Europe,  and,  paying  proper- 
respect  to  the  occupation  of  the  Indians,  we  exercised 
all  the  rights  of  sovereigns  and  masters,  until  hlr. 
Adams  conceived  a notion  that  part  of  the  country 
belonged  to  him.  So  he  said  to  us  that  part  which 
you  occupy  you  may  keep.  The  rest  I will  take  to 
myself.  Accordingly  he  sat  down  on  the  banks  of 
the  Mississippi  and  erected  a territorial  government. 

Georgia  wTas  in  no  condition  to  resist.  She  began, 
therefore,  to  supdlicate — from  supplication  she  pass- 
ed, by  an  effort  of  great  courage,  to  remonstrance,  and 
thence  suddenly  into  the  articles  of  agreement  and 
cession,  where  we  still  find  her.  But,  in  the  mean 
time,  what  had  happened?  I blush  to  think  of  it. 
The  evils  of  that  sore  and  nameless  iniquity,  are  felt 
at  this  hour  in  all  the  ramifications  of  society.  The 
instigators  and  plotters  of  it,  you  paid  handsomely — 
how — I will  not  say.  The  secret  is  yet  to  be  revealed. 
The  purity  of  the -president  has  no  doubt  kept  him  a 
stranger  to  it  to  this  moment.  But,  after  all,  having 
proceeded  in  a course  of  piece-meal  execution  of  the 
j articles  for  twenty  years,  why  do  you  stop  short, 

! and  say  to  us,  all  this  has  been  gratuitous — we  owed 
■ you  nothing  and  we  have  paid  you  a great  deal — your 
; restlessness  and  inquietude  and  importunities — our 
i harrassments  and  perplexities  and  expenses,  have 
, been  the  result  of  false  conceits  and  hallucinations; 
j and  they  must  have  an  end?  Accordingly  it  is  re- 
i commended  to  end  them,  by  proposing  a removal  of 
! the  Indians,  with  their  consent;  notbecause  the  Unit- 
j ed  States  are  bound  by  the  compact  to  take  this  or 
any  other  measure  to  place  Georgia,  at  once,  in  pos- 
session of  her  territory — but  because  of  considerat- 
ions confined  exclusively  to  the  w elfare  i d pros- 
perity of  the  Indians.  I am,  notwithstanding,  grati- 
fied that  the  president  and  myself,  differin',  unfortu- 
nately, on  other  points,  should  concur  injhis  as  a 
measure  indispensable  to  the  improvement  of  the 
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condition  of  the  Irtclians,  and  necessary  to  secure 
their  permanent  peace  and  happiness — but  why  this 
could  not  have  been  accomplished  without  the  inter- 
vention of  congress  I cannot  easily  conceive.  A 
treaty  for  exchange  of  lands,  would  seem  to  me  to  be 
as  obviously  within  the  compass  of  executive  powers, . 
as  a treaty  for  the  purchase  of  lands  or  any  other  ob-  j 
ject.  If  the  instrument  of  pursuasion  is  the  only  ad- ; 
missable  one,  for  the  attainment  of  the  end,  I do  not 
know  how  congress  can,  by  any  act  o theirs,  make 
that  which  is  already  in  the  hands  of  the  president, 
more  efficient  for  your  or  our  purposes.  Delay  is  cer- 
tain to  follow,  and  anxious  as  we  are  to  know  our 
fate,  it  is  delay  we  deprecate. 

The  first  detachment  from  the  body  of  the  Chero- 
kees  moved  across  the  Mississippi  on  the  naked  pro- 
mise or  suggestion  of  Mr.  Jefferson.  A majority  of 
the  Cherokees  would  do  so  now. 

One  more  instance  if  you  please  of  the  unkind  and 
unfriendly  treatment  received  at  the  "hands  of  the 
United  States.  The  president  in  the  course  of  the 
present  session,  has  considered  it  his  duty  to  recom- 
mend to  congress  to  make  provisions  for  the  claims 
of  the  Massachusetts  militia — claims  which  congress 
had  hitherto  refused  to  recognize,  because,  with  very 
few  exceptions,  that  militia,  (in  the  late  war  with 
England,  flagrante  belio),  were  arrayed  against  the 
constituted  authorities  of  the  federal  government. 

Georgia  too,  has  militia  claims  against  the  federal 
government  of  some  twenty  or  thirty  years  standing, 
which  have  been  constantly  urged  upon  the  justice  of 
congress.  I remember  to  have  introduced  them  be- 
fore the  senate,  and  so  unexceptionable  were  they 
deemed  by  that  enlightened  body,  their  validity  was 
sanctioned  without  a dissenting  voice.  They  would 
have  passed  the  house  of  representatives  also;  but  on 
their  way  fell  into  bad  company — they  fell  in  with 
the  Massachusetts  claims,  then  most  obnoxious,  and 
^shared  their  fate.  They  were  claims  for  services 
faithfully  and  patriotically  rendered  in  defence  of 
our  frontier,  against  the  Indians.  They  amount  to 
$1  20,000  at  least — when  we  press  the  United  States 
for  payment — the  answer  is — these  claims,  and  all 
other  claims  of  Georgia,  were  merged  in  the  articles 
of  agreement  and  cession,  and  when  we  go  to  look 
for  the  article  in  which  this  supposed  mersion  is  to 
be  found,  we  will  as  readily  find  it,  in  that  very  im- 
portant one,  which  gives  to  us  the  right  to  ask  lands  of 
the  Indians,  and  to  the  Indians  the  corresponding 
right  to  answer  no!  as  in  any  other. 

I will  trouble  you  no  further  cn  this  unpleasant 
subject.  The  causes  which  lead  to  the  expositions 
and  references  contained  in  this  paper,  are  not  of  my 
seeking;  I would  willingly  have  avoided  them. 

The  absolute  denial  of  our  rights,  as  we  under- 
stand, and  have  long  understood  them,  at  the  moment 
when  v.*e  beli  ved  they  would  have  been  most  re- 
spected, is  a subject  of  mortification  and  regret.  So 
far  as  I participate  these  feeling  with  my  country- 
men, I assure  you,  sir,  they  are  not  the  offspring  of 
thi3  day,  or  this  hour.  Smarting  under  a sense  of 
our  wrongs,  within  the  first  hour  1 set  my  foot  on  the 
floor  of  the  senate  chamber,  l had  occasion  to  expose 
the  wrongs  of  Georgia,  and  to  apprise  the  senators 
that  I would  never  vote  for  an  Indian  treaty,  until  the 
claims  of  Georgia  were  satisfied.  My  convictions 
and  my  feelings  remain  the  same  to  this  day.  Never- 
theless, my  sentiments  towards  the  president  are  un- 
changed. Who  can  be  exempt  from  error  amid  the 
cares  and  troubles  of  such  an  office?  What  heart  so 
callous  as  not  to  pardon  injuries  inflicted  by  it — we 
forgive;  but  our  rights  are  still  our  rights — at  what 
time  and  in  what  manner  they  will  be  asserted  must 
depend  upon  the  representatives  of  the  people. 

Respectfully,  G.  M.  TROUP. 

Hon.  John  C • Calhoun, 

Secretary  at  war,  Wefth  ington  city. 


Washington  City,  Tennis  on's  Hotel , April,  1824. 
Messrs.  Gales  & Seaton: 

Gentlemen:  We  have  read,  in  the  Georgia  Journal  of 
the  6th  instant,  a letter  from  the  Georgia  delegation 
in  congress,  to  his  excellency  Geo.  M.  Troup,  the  go- 
vernor of  Georgia,  and  also  some  remarks  of  the  edi- 
tor of  that  paper.  However  great  our  surprise  has 
heretofore  been  at  the  course  of  proceeding  of  this 
delegation,  as  set  forth  in  their  letter  to  the  presi- 
dent of  the  United  States,  and  which  the  Georghv 
delegation  consider  “ respectful ,”  but  which,  if  it  be, 
is  different  in  its  style  and  temper  from  what  we  are 
accustomed  to  observe  in  our  intercourse  with  our 
chiefs;  yet  this  surprise  has  been  much  heightened 
at  a new  attempt  to  deprive  us  of  another  portion 
of  our  blessings.  Not  satisfied  with  wishing  the  ex- 
ecutive of  the  United  States,  violently  to  rupture  the 
solemn  bond  of  our  rights  to  our  lands,  and  to  put  at 
defiance  the  pledges  which  existing  treaties  contain,, 
guaranteeing  to  us  our  lands,  it  is  attempted  to  take 
from  us  the  intellect  which  has  directed  us  in  con- 
ducting the  several  negociations  with  commissioners 
appointed  to  treat  with  us  for  our  lands,  and  with 
the  executive  government,  by  the  unfounded  charge, 
that  “the  last  letter  of  the  Cherckees  to  the  secretary  of 
war,  contains  internal  evidence  that  it  was  never  written 
or  dictated  by  an  Indian .”  Whilst  we  profess  to  be 
complimented  on  the  one  hand,  by  this  blow  at  our 
intelligence,  we  cannot,  in  justice,  allow  it  to  pass, 
upon  the  other,  without  aflat  contradiction.  That  let- 
ter, and  every  other  letter,  was  not  only  written,  but 
dictated  by  an  Indian.  We  are  not  so  fortunate  as  to 
have  such  help.  The  white  man  seldom  comes  for- 
ward in  our  defence.  Our  rights  are  in  our  own  keep- 
ing; and  the  proofs  of  our  loneliness,  and  the  preju- 
diced eye  with  which  every  thing  is  looked  upon  which 
relates  to  us,  by  such  a vast  majority  of  those  who 
should  be  our  guardians  and  friends,  have  put  us  upon 
our  resources,  and  we  do  thank  God,  sincerely,  and 
our  benevolent  white  brothers,  for  there  are  some 
Christian  hearts  which  regard  us,  who,  seeing  our  be- 
reaved and  helpless  state,  come  into  our  help,  with 
letters  and  the  lights  of  civilization  and  Christianity  - 
We  felt  the  necessity  of  our  case,  and  we  have  en- 
deavored to  improve  it.  Our  letters  are,  our  own;  and 
if  they  are  thought  too  refined  for  “savages,”  let  the 
white  man  take  it  for  proof,  that,  with  proper  assist- 
ance, Indians  can  think  and  write  for  themselves.  We 
refer  the  Georgia  delegation,  and  the  editor  of  the 
Georgia  Journal,  to  our  correspondence  with  their 
own  commissioners  in  our  own  country.  They  can  tell 
whether  the  head  of  a whiteman  conceived,  or  his  pen 
dictated,  the  negociations,  on  our  part;  or  whether 
they  were  the  lonely  and  unassisted  efforts  of  the  poor 
Indian — whose  home,  now  that  it  begins  to  blossom, 
and  the  seed  time  and  the  harvest  are  greeted,  and  the 
chase  abandoned,  and  churches  are  rising,  and  the 
Great  Spirit  is  felt  in  his  influence  upon  our  hearts  and 
our  gratitude,  and  our  little  ones  are  learning  to  read 
his  blessed  word,  and  sing  anthems  in  his  praise  for 
the  gift  of  the  Redeemer — yes,  they  can  tell — whether 
they,  from  whom  it  is  attempted  to  force  all  these 
blessings,  and  drive  them  into  barbarity  and  savage- 
ism  as  cruel  and  as  dark  as  ever — did,  or  did  not,  con- 
duct their  own  correspondence.  We  say  we  did — and 
ice  love  the  truth.  It  is  not  for  us  to  vindicate,  or 
attempt  to  vindicate,  our  great  father,  the  president 
of  the  United  States;  he  docs  r.ot  need  an  Indian's  aid* 
nor  an  Indian’s  eulogy;-  but’,  however,  we  are  bounil 
to  love  him,  yet,  it  is  due  to  justice  to  state,  that  we 
have  been  often  pained,  and  especially  of  late,  at  the 
earnestness  with  which  he  has  pressed  upon  us  the  sub- 
ject of  cedfng  our  lands.  Why  he  has  acted  thus  yre 
were  at  a los^to  conceive.  We  were  not  ignorant  of 
of  the  nature  of  the  convention  of  1S02.  Wc  know 
every  one  of  its  promises.  If,  however,  these  are  to  bo 
violated,  and  the  fell  war-whoop  should  ever  he  rai- 
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ed  against  us,  to  dispossess  us  of  cur  lands,  v.re  will 
gratify  the  delegation  of  Georgia,  in  their  present 
earnestness  to  see  us  removed  or  destroyed,  by  adding 
additional  fertility  to  our  land,  by  a deposite  of  our 
body  and  our  bones:  for  toe  are  resoloed  never  to  leave 
them , but  by  a parting  from  them  and  our  lives  together. 
How  the  Christians  of  America,  and  of  the  world, 
will  view  their  attempt  upon  our  rights;  this  effort  to 
force  a kind  and  just  president  to  violate  the  faith  of 
treaties,  and  dip  his  fingers  in  our  blood-,  it  is  not  for 
us  Indians  to  say;  but  our  cause  is  with  God,  and 
good  men,  and  there  we  are  willing  to  leave  it. 

We  mean  nothing  disrespectful  to  anyone;  but  jus- 
tice and  truth  require  that  we  should  say  this  much,  on 
the  occasion  to  which  we  have  referred. 

We  are,  sirs,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servants, 
JNO.  ROSS, 

GEO.  LOWRY, 

MAJOR  RIDGE,  his  * mark. 
ELIJAH  HICKS. 

At  a meeting  of  the  legislative  council  of  the  Chero- 
kee nation  in  October  last,  the  agents  of  the  general 
government  endeavored  to  persuade  the  chiefs  to 
cede  a portion  of  their  territory  to  the  United  States, 
but  all  the  eloquence  and  argument  employed  for  this 
purpose  were  of  no  avail,  the  chiefs  being  resolved 
not  to  cede  another  foot  of  land  to  the  whites.  When 
it  was  preceived  that  argument  was  in  vain,  it  ap- 
pears that  an  attempt  was  made  to  bribe  the  chiefs, 
and  that  general  M’Intosh,  a chief  of  the  Creek  na- 
tion, was  employed  for  this  purpose;  with  what  suc- 
cess will  be  seen  by  the  following  letter  from  a gen- 
tle-nan in  the  Cherokee  country  to  the  editor  of  the 
Boston  Recorder. 

Gen.  Wm.  M’Intosh,  a chief  of  the  Creek  nation, 
with  his  son,  who  has  received  a partial  education, 
were  present  at  the  council,  and  were  treated  with 
every  mark  of  consideration  and  attention.  An  ap- 
propriation was  actually  made  by  the  council  to  de- 
fray their  expenses  at  the  place;  agreeably  to  an  old 
custom  of  the  Cherokees  and  Creeks.  M’Intosh  was 
seated  by  the  side  of  our  head  chief,  emblematic  of 
perfect  friendship,  faith,  and  mutual  interest.  But 
a corrupt  disposition  in  the  heart  of  a traitor,  will 
work  through,  like  volcanic  lava,  its  superincumbent 
covering,  and  display  its  horrible  matter.  It  was  so 
in  this  instance. 

M’Intosh,  in  his  conversation  with  his  friends,  had 
spoken  in  favor  of  a cession,  but  it  was  eventually 
committed  to  -writing,  and  addressed  to  John  Ross, 
esq.  president  of  the  national  committee,  and  one  cf 
the  most  distinguished  chiefs.  I give  the  letter  ver- 
batim. 

«?vew)  Town , October  21  st,  1823. 

“My  Friend, — I am  going  to  inform  you  a few  line? 
as  a friend.  I want  you  to  give  me  your  opinion 
about  the  treaty.  Whether  the  chiefs  will  be  willing 
or  not.  If  the  chiefs  feel  disposed  to  let  the  United 
States  have  the  land,  I want  you  to  let  me  know.  I 
will  make  the  United  States’  commissioners  give  you 
two  thousand  dollars;  A.  M’Coy  the  same:  and  Charles 
Hicks,  three  thousand  dollars,  for  presents,  and 
nobody  shall  know  it.  Nothing  more  to  inform  you 
■at  present.  I remain  your  affectionate  friend, 

William  M’Intosh. 

Jqhn  Ross.” 

The  perusal  of  this  letter  excited  feelings  of  detes- 
tation mingled  with  generous  sympathy  for  the  au- 
thor’s character.  A consultation  was  held  concern- 
ing it,  and  it  was  unanimously  resolved  that  M’Intosh 
should  be  called  in  to  hear  his  letter  read  in  public, 
and  receive  the  sentence  of  the  council.  Mr.  John 
Ross’s  sensibility  was  so  shocked  at  the  nature  of  the 
letter  addressed  to  him,  that  he  was  inducedto  deliver 
the  following  address  to  the  grand  council,  in  the  pre- 
sence of  M’Intosh. 


JOHN  ROSS’ S ADDRESS 

To  the  venerable  head  chiefs,  members  of  committee,  ana 
representatives  of  council 

My  Friends, — Rive  years  have  elapsed  since  I have 
been  called  to  preside  over  the  national  committee; 
and  your  approbation  of  my  conduct  in  the  discharge 
of  my  official  duties  is  manifested  by  the  successive- 
re-appointments,  which  you  have  bestowed  on  me. 
The  trust  which  you  have  reposed  in  me  has  been 
sacredly  maintained,  and  shall  ever  he  preserved. 
A traitor  in  all  nations  is  looked  upon  in  the  darkest 
colour,  and  is  more  despicable  than  the  meanest  rep- 
tile that  crawls  upon  thb  earth.  An  honorable  and 
honest  character  is  more  valuable  than  the  filthy  lucre 
of  the  whole  world.  Therefore  I would  prefer  to 
live  as  poor  as  the  worm  that  inhabits  the  earth,  than 
to  gain  the  world’s  wealth  and  have  my  reputation  as 
an  honest  man  tarnished,  by  the  acception  of  a pecu- 
niary bribe,  for  self-aggrandizement.  It  has  now 
become  my  painful  duty  to  inform  you,  that  a gross 
contempt  is  offered  to  my  character,  as  well  as  to 
that  of  the  members  of  the  general  council.  This 
letter,  which  I hold  in  my  hand,  will  speak  for  itself. 
But,  fortunately,  the  author  of  it  has  mistaken  our 
character,  and  sense  of  honcr. 

24 th  October,  1823. 

It  now  became  the  painful  duty  of  major  Ridge, 
(speaker  of  the  nation,)  to  express  the  determination 
of  the  chiefs,  to  a crowded  audience,  in  M’lntosh’s- 
presence.  It  was  most  affecting,  as  they  had  beeir 
most  friendly  for  a long  time.  In  every  situation  and 
circumstance,  the  major  had  considered  him  as  a 
friend.  Their  respective  nations  had  often  called 
them  to  transact  important  business,  and  they  had 
entered  into  a treaty  to  run  the  boundanr  line  be- 
tween the  two  nations  by  virtue  of  usual  authorities. 
Apparently,  both  served  their  countries  with  honor, 
and  accomplished  the  objects  of  their  mission  with 
credit.  Here  it  was  otherwise.  M’lntosh’s  avarice 
ruined  him.  A part  of  the  address  of  the  speaker  I 
give  in  substance.  Justice  can  never  be  done  to  abo- 
riginal eloquence.  Its  energy,  beauty  and  compre- 
hensive conciseness  cannot  be  conceived  but  by  those 
who  understand  it. 

SPEECH. 

“As  speaker  for  the  Cherokee  nation,  I now  address 
the  hon.  council.  It  is  atalk  which  mustspread  and 
be  universally  heard.  It  is  concerning  a brother, 
who  these  twelve  years  has  been  considered  a stand- 
ing guardian  of  the  interests  of  the  rising  generation. 
A plain  maxim  of  this  nation  is,  never  to  trust  a man 
who  goes  astray  from  duty,  or  corrupts  the  obligations 
of  sacred  confidence.  This  has  been  observed  in 
M’lntosh’s  conduct.  He  has  stood  erect,  encircled 
with  the  generous  confidence  of  the  people  and  the 
authorities  of  his  own  nation,  [the  Creeks.]  I now 
depress  him.  I cast  him  behind  my  back.  I now 
divest  him  of  his  trust,  and  put  it  firmly  in  my  hand. 

I do  not  pretend  to  extend  this  disgrace  in  his  own 
nation.  He  is  at  liberty  to  retire  in  peace.  We  are 
not  advanced  to  public  notice  or  confidence  to  make 
fortunes.  Money  is  out  of  the  question.  We  are  net 
to  be  purchased  with  money.  The  trust  placed  in 
our  hands  is  a sacred  trust.  The  most  distinguished 
chief  of  this  nation  is  liable  to  be  disgraced,  as  this 
man,  when  found  deficient  of  patriotism,  that  precious 
standard  of  moral  excellence  and  political  virtue. 

“But  let  us  nottriumph  in  the  man’s  disgrace.  Hr 
may  resort  to  the  bosom  of  his  family  to  spend  his- 
sorrows  and  revive  his  wounded  spirits.  He  has  been 
the  concern  of  my  warmest  friendship,  and  still  car- 
ries my  sympathies  with  him.” 

I now  close  for  the  present.  Future  advances  by 
way  of  correspondence  may  be  made,  if  it  should 
please  you  to  publish  neios  respecting  the  Cherokees 
by  the  pen  of  your  Indian  friend,  JQHN  RIDGE 
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Old  Times. 

The  letter  that  follows  is  copied  from  the  Monthly 
Antholorv  and  Boston  Review  for  1307.  On  every 
account,  it  deserves  a record  in  this  work.  Even  . 
in  1753  [Or.  ’65]  the  now  venerable  patriot,  enter- j 
mined  an  idea  of  the  independence  of  his  country,! 
a ml  c;  united  its  future  greatness.  But  our  marc  h j 
tn  power  has  been  much  more  rapid  than  he  an- 
e ipated.  lie  himself  has  lived  to  see  the  United  \ 
■ much  more  populous  than  England  was,  at  ( 
t Ee  time  of  writing  this  letter. 

Worcester,  October  1 2th,  1755. 


But  thus  it  is,  and  I must  submit — But  I hope,  ere 
long,  to  return,  and  live  in  that  familiarity,  that  has, 
from  earliest  infancy,  subsisted  between  yourself  and 
affectionate  friend.  JOHN  ADAMS.” 

Addressed  to  Mr.  Nathan  Webb,  at  ^ 

Braintree.  ) 


The  University  of  Virginia. 

Cliarlotttesville,yWay  23. 

The  period  for  opening  this  institution  being  ulti- 
mate fixed  to  the  first  day  of  February  next,  some 
••  U)  that  part  of  creation  which  lies  within  our  ob-  previous  information  respecting  it  may  be  acceptable 
i vaiiuii  is  liable  to  change.  Even  mighty  states  and  to  the  public,  and  useful  to  individuals  who  may  have 
doms  are  not  exempted.  1 


views  of  availing  themselves  of  its  benefits — and  our 
“*ii*  we  look  into  history,  we  shall  find  some  nations  press  being  on  the  spot,  as  it  were,  it  seems  ineum 


rising  from  contemptible  beginnings,  and  spreading 
their  influence,  till  the  whole  globe  is  subjected  to 
their  sway.  When  they  have  reached  .the  summit  of 
grandeur,  some  minute  and  unsuspected  cause  com- 
monly effects  their  ruin,  and  the  empire  of  the  world 
is  transferred  to  some  other  place.  Immortal  Rome 
was,  at  first,  but  an  insignificant  village,  inhabited 


bent  on  us  particularly  to  give  that  information, 
which  we  shall  do  from  the  best  sources  accessible  to 
us,  and  such,  we  believe,  as  are  to  be  relied  on. 
One  hundred  and  nine  dormitories  are  in  readiness 
sufficient  each  for  two  students,  for  their  lodging 
and  studies.  Six  hotels  are  provided,  which  will  bo 
rented  to  respectable  house-keepers,  who  will  fur- 


only  by  a few  abandoned  ruffians;  but,  by  degrees,  it  nish  the  ordinary  meals  to  such  students  as  choose 

rose  to  a stupendous  height,  and  excelled,  in  arts  and  * + j 

arms,  all  the  nations  that  preceded  it.  But  the  de- 
molition of  Carthage,  (what  one  should  think  would 
have  established  it  in  supreme  dominion)  by  remov- 
ing all  danger,  suffered  it  to  sink  into  a debauchery, 


and  made  it,  at  length,  an  easy  prey  to  barbarians. 
England,  immediately  upon  this,  began  to  increase, 
- the  particular  and  minute  causes  of  which  I am  not 
historian  enough  to  trace,)  in  my  power  and  magni- 
ficence, and  is  now  the  greatest  nation  upon  the  globe. 
Soon  after  the  reformation,  a few  people  came  over 
into  this  new*  world,  for  conscience  sake.  Perhaps 
this  apparently  trivial  incident  may  transfer  the  great 
seat  of  empire  into  America.  It  looks  likely  to  me; 


to  engage  with  them,  respectively,  not  exceeding  fifty 
in  a mess.  With  this  article  the  university  will  have 
no  concern,  except  to  restrain  excesses  of  the  table — - 
In  addition  to  these  accommodations,  provided  at  the 
university,  the  tOAvn  of  Charlottsville,  one  mile  dis- 
tant, can  lodge  and  board  between  one  and  two  hun- 
dred students.  The  professors  will  be  in  place  in 
the  course  of  the  autumn,  and  in  time  to  prepare 
themselves  for  the  commencement  of  their  duties,  at 
the  opening  of  the  institution.  All  students  who  pro- 
pose to  enter  for  the  year  ensuing,  will  be  expected  to 
attend  on  the  first  day  of  February,  that  the  schools 
and  classes  may  commence  together. 

There  will  be  eight  schools  in  the  university.  I. 


for,  if  we  can  remove  the  turbulent  Gallieks,  our  peo-  One  of  ancient  languages,  ancient  history,  ancient 
Me,  according  to  the  exactest  computations,  will  in  geography  and  belies  letters  2.  One  of  modern 
■mother  century,  become  more  numerous  than  Eng-  i languages,  modern  history,  and  modern  geography. 
i.n  1 itself.  Should  this  be  the  case,  since  we  have, ! 3.  Others  of  mathematics.  4.  Of  natural  philosophy. 
I m&ysav,  all  the  naval  stores  of  the  nation  in  our  . 5.  Of  natural  history.  6.  Of  anatomy  and  medicine, 
hands,  it  will  be  easy  to  obtain  the  mastery  of  the  seas ; j 7*  ??  moral  philosophy.  8.  Of  law*,  government  and 
and  then  the  united  force  of  all  Europe  will  not  be  able  ! political  economy. 

to  subdue  us.  The  only  way  to  keep  us  from  settingup  j Every  student  will  be  free  to  attend  which  ever  of 
for  ourselves,  is  to  disunite  us.  Divide  et  impera— keep  the  schools  he  considers  as  adapted  to  his  future  pur- 
us  in  distinct  colonies,  and  then  some  great  men  in  j suits,  and  required  to  attend  no  others.  To  enter 
each  colony,  desiring  the  monarchy  of  the  whole,  that  of  ancient  languages,  he  must  already  be  able  to 
they  will  destroy  each  other's  influence,  and  keep  | read  with  ease  their  higher  authors.  For  the  schools 
the  country  in  equilibrio.  Be  not 
turned  politician.  This  whole  town 

politics.  Th£  int  , _ _ _ 

f war,  make  the  subject  of  every  conversation.  I j to  no  school  can  any  one  be  admitted  under  sixteen 
sit  and  hear,  and  after  having  been  led  through  a j years  of  age. 

maze  of  sage  observations,  I sometimes  retire,  and,  | It  is  expected  that  the  whole  annual  expense  of  a 
; v laving  things  together,  form  some  reflections  pleas-  j student,  will  be  about  $200,  exclusive  of  clothes  and 
ing  to  myself.  The  produce  of  one  of  these  reveries  j pocketmoney,  and  that  the  latter  article  will  he  kept 
you  have  read  above.  Different  employments,  and 
different  objects,  may  have  drawn  your  thoughts 
otiier  ways.  I shall  think  myself  happy,  if,  in  your 
turn,  you  communicate  your  lucubrations  to  me. 

“I  wrote  you  some  time  since,  and  have  waited 
with  impatience  for  an  answer,  but  have  been  disap- 


surprised  that  I am  ! of  mathematics  and  natural  philosophy,  he  must  be  a 
vn  is  immersed  in  proficient  in  numerical  arithmetic.  For  the  others, 
The  interests  of  nations,  and  ali  the  dira  ! nothing  preparatory  will  be  required,  except  that  in- 


yo 
of  tli1 
ture, 
wear 


for 


that  the  lady,  at  Barnstable,  has  not  made 
your  friend.  Friendship,  I take  it,  is  one 
distinguishing  glories  of  man;  and  the  crea- 
lat  is  insensible  of  its  charms,  though  he  may 
tie  shape  of  man,  is  unworthy  of  the  character. 


fn  this  perhaps  we  bear  a nearer  resemblance  to 
unembodied  intelligences,  than  in  any  thing  else. 
From  this  I expect  to  receive  the  chief  happiness 
of  my  future  life;  and  am  sorry  that  fortune  has 
thrown  me  at  such  a distance  from  those  of  my 
trends  avJio  have  th«  highest  place  in  my  affections. 


within  very  moderate  limits.  A general  notice  of  ail 
these  particulars  will  be  authoritatively  published 
in  autumn,  before  which  no  engagements  will  be 
made  for  either  hotels  or  dormitories.  All  applica- 
tions are  then  to  be  addressed  to  the  proctor  of  the 
university,  Arthur  S.  Broxenbrough,  esq.  who  alone 
will  answer  letters  on  these  subjects.  Wc  regret  to 
add  that  the  liberal  donation  of  $50,000,  made  by  the 
late  legislature,  for  the  purchase  of  a library  and  ap- 
paratus, rested  ori  a contingency  which  fails,  and  that 
the  institution  will  be  opeqed  under  this  disadvan- 
tage. [Gcr. 


CLE. 

The  North  Carolina  74,  ordered  to  be  fitted  out  a 
Norfolk  for  immediate  service,  is  to  bear  the  pendan 
of  com.  Rodgers.  From  the  selection  of  this  vet erai 
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to  the  command,  it  may  be  supposed  that  this  splendid 
ship  is  designed  for  the  grateful  service  of  conveying 
La  Fay  - to  the  United  States. 

The  Sta  Gull  lias  arrived  at  Washington  city,  with 
com.  Porter  and  his  family — all  well. 

Tite  Grampus.  A letter  from  an  officer  on  board 
the  U.  S.  schooner  Grampus  to  his  friend  at  Ports- 
mouth, Va.  confirms,  the  report  of  the  loss  of  three 
of  her  officers,  by  the  yellow  fever,  viz:  midshipmen 
Muir,  Satterhaite  and  Mansfield. 

Judge  Jeremiah  T.  Chase  has  resigned  his  office  as 
Ghief  judge  of  the  third  judicial  district  of  Mary- 
land. The  infirmities  of  age  and  severe  domestic  af- 
flictions, have  led  to  the  proceeding.  He  is  T 7 years 
old.  He  was  an  upright  judge,  and  much  esteemed  in 
his  public  and  private  character. 

Tie  Mew  York  canals.  The  business  increases  daily. 
About  150  boats  arrive  at  Albany  every  week,  laden 
with  flour,  ashes,  whiskey,  provisions,  lumber,  &c. 
And  there  lately  arrived  at  the  city  of  New-York  a 
‘ canal  ship,”  from  Swanton,  Vermont,  intended  for 
a regular  trader  between  the  two  ports  1 She  is  called 
‘•the  Maria  Clinton,”  and  was  loaded  with  lumber  and 
marble,  called  the  “double  black,”  resembling  the 
Egyptian,  and  much  used  for  mantle-pieces.  Swan- 
ton  is  340  miles  from  New-York,  and  six  from  the 
Canada  line.  Marble  and  iron  are  abundant  in  the 
neighborhood,  and  extensive  works  for  their  manu- 
facture have  been  erected.  The  iron  of  Vermont,  ge- 
nerally, is  much  approved  of,  and  the  furnaces  and 
forges  are  preparing  to  do  a large  business,  the  pro- 
prietors being  encouraged  by  the  new  tariff- — not  on 
account  of  the  amount  of  protection  afforded,  for  that 
is  trifling,  but  because  it  manifests  the  national  policy. 

A new  boat,  named  the  Encyclopedia,  of  Albany, 
is  now  afloat  on  the  canal,  which  it  is  designed  to  na- 
vigate, containing  a bookstore  and  lottery  office.  The 
National  Democrat  says,  “It  will  move  up  and  down 
the  canal,  bearing  the  riches  of  science  as  well  as  the 
gifts  of  fortune,  to  their  respective  favorites.” 

The  Black  Swamp.  An  Ohio  paper  informs  us, 
tha|i  the  making  of  the  road  through  the  Black  Swamp, 
from  the  Western  Reserve  to  the  Miami,  has  been 
promptly  contracted  for,  on  favorable  terms.  This 
is  the  road,  towards  the  making  of  which  congress 
granted  a mile  in  width  of  public  land  lying  on  each 
side,  the  whole  length  of  the  road.  The  grant  is 
placed  at  the  disposal  of  the  state  of  Ohio,  and  the 
road,  which  was  very  much  wanted,  is  now  about  to 
be  made  under  the  authority  of  that  state.  At  the 
last  session,  twenty  thousand  dollars  were  appropriat- 
ed by  congress  for  improving  the  road  from  the  ter- 
mination of  the  Swamp  Road  to  Detroit,  so  as  to  open 
a regular  direct  communication  with  the  latter  place, 
which  has  been  heretofore  almost  entirely  impracti- 
cable during  the  winter  months  of  each  year. 

The  Mississippi  was  falling  at  our  last  accounts,  and 
the  fears  of  a general  inundation  had  passed  away. 

Longevity.  William  Thomas  lately  died  in  Jackson 
county,  Tennessee,  aged  102  years  and  11  days. 

Appointments.  Tobias  Watkins , of  Maryland,  (late 
secretary  to  the  board  of  commissioners  under  the 
Florida  treaty),  has  been  appointed,  by  the  president, 
to  be  fourth  auditor  of  the  treasury,  judge  Van  Mess 
having  declined  accepting  the  appointment. 

George  G.  Robertson , of  New-York,  is  appointed  to 
be  consul  of  the  United  States,  for  the  port  of  Tampi- 
co, in  Mexico. 

William  Wheelwright , of  Massachusetts,  is  appointed 
to  be  consul  of  the  United  States  for  the  port  of  Guay- 
aquil, in  Colombia. 

The  following  appointments,  in  addition  to  those 
which  have  been  occasionally  noticed,  were  made  by 
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the  president  of  the  United  States,  during  the  late  ses- 
sion of  congress,  and  confirmed  by  the  senate,  viz. 

Henry  M.  Breckeniidgc,  of  Florida,  to  be  judge  of 
West  Florida,  in  compliance  with  a law  of  the  last 
session  cf  congress. 

^ Joseph  L.  Smith,  also  of  Florida,  to  be  judge  of  East 
Florida.,  in  compliance  with  said  law. 

W.  W.  Blair , also  of  Florida,  to  be  judge  of  the 
middle  district  of  Florida,  in  compliance  with  said 
law.  1 

George  Murray , to  be  commissioner  for  the  settle- 
ment of  land  titles  in  East  Florida,  vice’W.  IF.  Blair, 
appointed  judge. 

John  M.  Hanson , to  be  marshal  for  the  middle  dis- 
trict of  Florida;  and  Benjamin  D.  Wfight  to  be  attor- 
ney oi  the  United  States  for  the  said  middle  district 
of  Florida — the  three  last  appointments  in  conformity, 
likewise,  with  said  law. 

Robert  C-elly , to  be  justice  of  the  peace  for  the  coun- 
ty of  Washington,  D.  C. 

John  A.  Sommers , to  be  justice  of  the  peace  for  the 
county  of  Alexandria,  D.  C. 

Alexander  M'Mair,  of  Missouri,  to  be  agent  for  the 
Osage  Indians. 

Robert  Butler,  of  Tennessee,  to  be  surveyor  of  the 
public  lands  in  the  territory"  of  Florida. 

II  illiam  Steele,  of  Kentucky,  to  be  consul  of  the 
United  States,  at  Acapulco,  in  Mexico. 

William  Wilkins,  of  Pennsylvania,  to  be  judge  of 
the  United  States,  for  the  western  district  of  Penn- 
sylvania, in  the  place  of  Jonathan  H.  Walker , de- 
ceased. 

Robert  Montgomery,  of  Alicant,  in  Spain,  as  codsu! 
of  the  United  States,  in  the  place,  of  Robert  Montgo- 
mery, deceased. 

Joseph  Ridgeway,  of  New  York,  to  he  consul  of  the 
United  States,  at  the  island  of  St.  Croix,  in  the  place 
of  Rcbert  Jaques,  removed^ 

John  Tipton,  of  Indiana,  to  be  Indian  agent  at  fort 
Wayne. 

Benjamin  F.  Smith,  of  Mississippi,  to  be  agent  to  the 
Chickasaw  nation. — Mat.  Ini. 

War  department,  pension  office,  June  19,  1S24. 
Additional  regulations  in  regard  to  the  payment  of 
pensioners  by  the  agents. 

No  payment  will,  in  future,  be  made  to  any  pen- 
sioner, either  in  person  or  by"  attorney,  who  has  not 
applied  for  his  pension  for  one  year  or  more,  without 
the  production  of  evidence  of  his  identity;  the  proof 
will  consist  of  the  certificate  of  a magistrate  in  the 
county- in  which  the  pensioner  resides,  setting  forth, 
either  that  he  knows  the  applicant  to  he  the  identical 
pensioner  named  in  the  original  pension  certificate, 
which  he  must  exhibit  to  the  magistrate,  or  that  it  has 
been  satisfactorily  proved  before  him  that  he  is  such 
pensioner.  The  iignature  of  the  magistrate  to  be  cer- 
tified, under  seal,  by  the  clerk  of  the  court  of  the 
county. 


BCPIt  is  of  great  impoitaoce  to  the  editor  just 
now  that  his  agents  and  friends  exert  themselves  to 
collect  and  pay  up  what  may  be  due  on  account  of  the 

Register.  There  is  a pressing  occasion  for  it 

though,  indeed,  it  somehow  happens  that  publishers 
of  periodical  works  are  seldom  without  one,  what- 
ever their  apparent  means  my  be,  for  so  it  is  tbat 
gentlemen  do  not  feel  the  necessity  of  paying  small 
sums  that  we  may  pay  large  ones.  The  expense  of 
publishing  this  work,  all  told,  is  not  less  than  twenty'- 
ll ve  dollars  for  every  day  in  the  year;  and  to  keep 
up  this  constant  stream  of  disbursement,  the  fountain, 
or  friends  and  supporters  of  the  work,  must  not  fail. 
Besides,  I desire  to  give  back  gratis,  a large  sum  in  sup- 
plements, if  the  way  was  clear  to  meet  the  extra  cost 
of  them. 
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Treaty  of  Ghent.  The  beard  of  commissioners 
ilnder  the  article  of  the  treaty  cf  Ghent  respecting 
captured  slaves,  fcc.  re-assembled  in  Washington  on 
Monday,  the  2Sth  ult.  according  to  adjournment;  pre- 
sent, both  the  commissioners,  arbitrators,  and  the  of- 
ficers of  the  board,  who  arc  now  engaged  upon  the 
business  confided  to  them. 

Rhode  Island.  A convention  is  now  in  session  in 
this  state  for  the  purpose  of  adopting  a constitution. 
Its  government,  till  now,  has  always  acted  under  the 
old  charter  of  a British  king.  On  the  24th  ult.  com- 
mittees were  appointed  to  report  different  sections 
of  a constitution  to  be  submitted,  as  follows:  1.  re- 
specting the  bill  of  rights — 2.  on  the  legislative,  the 
executive,  representative  and  suffrage — 3.  on  the  ju- 
diciary— 4.  division  of  counties — 5.  education. 

Thunder  storm.  On  Monday  evening  and  Tues- 
day morning  last,  we  had  about  the  most  severe,  if 
not  the  severest,  thunder  storms  that  I ever  witness- 
ed; and,  though  the  force  of  them  appeared  to  the 
south  of  us,  a number  of  houses  were  struck  with 
lightning,  and  one  man  killed — but  it  is  chief!}7  to  re- 
cord the  following  singular  circumstance,  which  is 
mentioned  in  the  daily  papers,  that  this  visitation  is 
noticed — “A  flash  struck  the  auction  store  at  the  cor- 
ner of  Charles  and  Market  streets — one  part  of  the 
shaft  followed  the  main  branch  of  the  gas  pipe,  on  the 
northern  side  of  Market  street,  in  an  easterly  direc- 
tion, and  for  the  distance  of  about  four  squares,  ex- 
tinguished all  the  gas  lamps  in  its  passage,  scarcely 
doing  any  other  injury;  another  part  of  the  shaft  fol- 
lowed the  main  branch  of  the  gas  pipe  in  a westerly 
direction,  as  high  as  M’Clellan’s  Alley,  extinguishing, 
in  like  manner,  every  gas  lamp  in  its  passage  on  the 
northern  side  of  Market  street,  doing  no  other  injury, 
comprehending,  in  the  whole  extent,  nearly  eight 
squares  in  Market  street.  The  gas  lamps  on  the 
south  side  of  Market  street  were  perfectlf*unaffected 
by  the  flash.” 

In  one  of  the  stores  adjacent  to  the  auction  room, 
entirely  lighted  by  gas,  the  total  darkness  so  soon  fol- 
lowed the  bright  blaze  of  the  electric  fluid,  that  the 
persons  therein  entertained,  for  a short  time,  the  hor- 
rible idea  that  they  had  become  blind. 

Titles.  A New  York  paper  gives  the  following  as 
an  advertisement  copied  from  a Massachusetts  paper, 
and  is  a fair  hit  at  a prevailing  practice  in  that  state 
— except  that  I cannot  see  why  an  innkeeper  or  breed- 
er of  pigs,  may  not  be  as  well  called  “honorable,” 
and  really  be  as  honorable,  as  a keeper  of  vials,  a 
vender  of  tapes,  or  u breeder  tof  mischief  among  neigh- 
bors. 

“To  be  sold  at  the  house  of  the  honorable  Jonathan 

Grout,  inkeeper,  at , on  Saturday  next,  at  ten 

o’clock,  A.  M.  by  order  of  the  honorable  Job  Smith, 
six  pigs,  of  the  breed  of  the  honorable  Deacon  Aza- 
riah  Peabody,  who  procured  them  of  the  honorable 
Ward  Chipman,  of  Nova  Scotia.  The  honorable 
Timothy  Foot  will  show  the  pigs.” 

Col.  Trumbull  has  completed  his  fourth  and  last 
historical  painting  for  the  government  of  the  United 
States.  It  is  Washington’s  resignation  of  his  commis- 
sion as  commandcr-in-cMcf,  at  Annapolis,  on  the  23d 
Dec.  1733.  It  is  of  the  same  size  as  the  other  pieces 
• — to  wit,  the  Declaration  of  Independence,  the  Sur- 
render of  Burgoync,  and  the  Canture  of  Cornwallis 
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the  four  paintings  will  ornament  the  walls  of  the 
great  rotunda  in  the  centre  building  of  the  capitol. 

It  contains  a number  of  portraits,  among  them  one  of 
Mrs.  Washington,  as  seated  in  the  gallery. 

Lord  Byron  is  dead — see  page  2S6.  Previous  to 
his  departure,  he  said  he  wished  it  to  be  remember- 
ed that  his  last  thoughts  were  given  to  his  wife,  child 
and  sister.  His  memoirs,  written  by  himself,  had 
been  deposited  with  Mr.  Thomas  Moore,  and  design- 
ed as  a legacy  for  his  benefit.  By  the  consent  of  By- 
ron, Moore  had  sold  the  M.S.S.  to  Mr.  Murray,  the 
book-seller,  for  2,000k  After  the  decease  of  his  lord- 
ship,  his  sister  and  Mr.  Moore  jointly  perused  the 
work,  and  the  former  apprehended  that  certain  of  the 
passages  might  pain  some  persons  living,  though  in  no 
manner  injuring  the  reputation  of  her  brother.  Mr. 
Moore  then  put  the  manuscript  into  her  hands,  and 
permitted  her  to  burn  it  in  his  presence.  He  repaid 
the  2,000/.  to  Mr.  Murray,  and  refused  to  receive 
5,000/.  which  the  family  of  the  deceased  offered  him 
to  repair  his  loss.  Byron  was  born  in  1788.  Thees 
tate  left  by  him  was  a large  one;  capt.  Byron,  of  the 
navy,  who  escaped  in  theBelvidera  frigate  from  the 
squadron  under  the  command  of  coni.  Rodgers,  in  the 
early  part  of  the  late  war,  succeeds  him  in  the  title, 
&c.  The  amount  of  the  sums  that  he  gave  to  the 
Greeks  is  not  stated,  but  it  was  in  a very  considera- 
ble sum.  . 

Tremendous!  Banks,  Sfc.  in  the  city  of  New  York. 
There  are  now  in  operation  seventeen  banks,  the  joint 
capital  of  which  amounts  to  $18,350,000;  and  forty 
insurance  companies  whose  joint  capital  amounts  to 
IS, 250, 000  dollars,  total  bank  and  insurance  capital 
$36,600,000.  The  editor  of  the  Evening  Post  observes 
that  “when  the  new  applicants,  (47  in  number),  ob- 
tain their  charters,  the  fabric,  not  being  able  to  bear 
its  own  weight,  will  tumble.  The  present  number  of 
monied  [institutions  in  operation,  is  57 — applied  for 
47 — total  104.  Total  capital,  about  fiflti-six  millions  of 
dollars!!!” 

pdP  The  awful  and  severe  castigation  that  we 
justly  received  for  our  folly  or  madness  some  years 
ago,  appears  to  be  forgotten.  I did  not  expect  that 
the  lesson  would  have  failed  of  effect  so  soon.  Such 
multiplications  of  incorporations  will  eat  up  the  people, 
or,  like  canibals,  eat  one  another — “dog  eating  dog.” 
And  the  fact  is,  that  the  present  well-established  in- 
stitutions could  do  double  the  amount  of  their  present 
business,  if  there  were  rightful  demands  for  exer- 
tions of  their  credit  and  means.  “Money  is  plenty” 
to  the  few,  because  it  circulates  slowly,  but  “scarce” 
to  the  many  because  of  the  \yant  of  employment  for 
it,  and  it  sluggishly  moves  from  one  person  to  ano- 
ther. As  to  spare  capital,  there  is,  perhaps,  more  of 
it  now  in  the  United  States  than  ever  there  was. 


Mexico  is  probably  to  undergo  another  revolution. 
Yturbide  has  left  England  for  that  country,  and  seems 
to  have  been  preparing  for  a return  ever  since  lie  left 
it.  See  page  286.  His  arrival  appears  to  have  been 
anticipated — for,  by  the  arrival  of  a vessel  at  New 
York  from  Alvcrado,  we  learn  that  a conspiracy  in 
his  favor  had  been  discovered,  that  thirteen  of  the 
chiefs  were  in  custody  in  the  capital,  and  about  fifty 
more  in  the  provinces.  Some  of  the  English  papers 
intimate  tiiat  Yturbide’s  movements  are  connected 
1 with  the  plans  of  the  holy  alliance.  Now.  if  the  Mexi 
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cans  happen  to  cut  off  his  head,  what  will  the  legiti- 
mates say? 

Pate  us  on,  N.  J.  By  a census  taken  during  the 
present  mouth,  it  appears  that  the  flourishing  town 
of  Paterson,  in  the  state  of  New  Jersey,  contains 
4,737  inhabitants — being  an  increase,  (considering 
that  the  national  census  included  the  whole  township 
in  which  Paterson  is  located,)  of  nearly  2000  since  the 
year  1S20! — Number  of  males,  2391:  females,  2,346; 
families  1 86 ; people  of  colour  159,  schools  9.  There 
are  691  dwelling  houses,  268  of  which  have  been  built 
within  5 years,  51  stores,  shops,  &c.  17  houses  and 
shops  now  building  and  7 organized  churches.  There  ; 
are  besides  12  cotton  mills,  employing  1654  mill  hands  j 
— 17,724  spindles — 165  power  looms.  Two  sail  duck  j 
mills,  belonging  to  Messrs.  John  Colt  and  John  Tra- 
vers, and  employing  235  hands — 1,433  spindles — 108 
hand  looms.  The  machine  shop  of  Messrs.  Goodwin, 
Rogers  & Co.  not  included  in  the  above  enumeration, 
employs  66  hands,  and  is  said  to  be  more  extensive 
than  any  other  in  the  union. 

“The  Merimac  Manufactory,”  atChlemsford,  for 
making  and  printing  cotton  goods  or  calicoes,  is  a 
very  great  and  extensive  establishment,  but  not  ATet 
in  complete  operation — 2500  yards,  however,  are 
turned  out  daily.  The  place  where  it  stands  was'  a 
wilderness  a short  time  ago,  but  the  village  now  has 
1000v  inhabitants.  Several  of  the  houses  are  elegant, 
and  a stone  church  is  nearly  finished. 

Alabama.  Certain  merchants  of  Blakeley  have  of- 
fered a premium  of  a silver  pitcher,  valued  at  $100,  to 
be  awarded  to  the  planter  who  shall  produce  at  that 
market  the  best  wagon  load  of  cotton,  not  less  than 
six  bales,  each  weighing  325  lbs.  or  upwards,  on  or  be- 
fore the  20th  Dec.  next,  to  be  shipped,  (as  having  ob- 
tained the  premium),  either  to  Liverpool,  or  for  the  i 
supply  of  the  home  market,  at  the  option  of  the  plan-  j 
ter.  This  is  an  excellent  plan  to  raise  the  value  of! 
this  great  staple,  and  I care  not  how  far  the  spirit  of 
emulation  shall  carry  the  concerned — let  who  suc- 
ceed that  may,  it  will  do  good  unto  all. 

The  following  article  from  the  Louisiana  Gazette, 
may  serve  to  shew  the  wonderful  progress  of  im- 
provement in  Alabama.  It  will  probably  soon  be  the 
greatest  cotton  growing  state: 

We  are  informed  by  a very  respectable  commer- 
cial house  in  this  city,  extensively  engaged  in  the 
cotton  business,  that  the  state  of  Alabama  alone,  will 
draw  from  her  consignees  here,  after  settling  all  ar- 
rearages, upwards  of  one  million  seven  hundred  thous-  i 
and  dollars  in  specie,  for  the  last  year’s  crop.  If  this 
sum  be  drawn  by  one  state,  what  must  be  the  amount 
received  by  the  citizens  throughout  the  valley  of  the 
Mississippi,  for  the  immense  surplus  of  their  indus- 
try? Let  those  on  the  east,  who  affect  scarcely  to 
know  us,  answer  this  question. 

Errors  of  the  press.  It  is,  perhaps,  astonishing 
that,  all  things  considered,  more  errors  of  the  press 
do  not  occur,  and  yet  publishers  are  oftentimes  mor- 
tified with  the  number  that  happen — and  some  are 
of  the  most  odd  and  uncouth  character  that  is  possible. 
In  a very  neatly  printed  newspaper  now.  before  me, 
which  I was  carelessly  looking  over,  I was  informed 
that  fifty  merchants,  [meaning  mechanics],  had  arriv- 
ed at  Norfolk  to  assist  in  fitting  out  the  North  Caroli- 
na 74^  and  that  the  “ Colombian  governor  of  Santa  Fe” 
had  opened  a communication  with  maj.  O’Fallon,  that 
the  hostilities  of  the  Indians  on  the  Missouri  might  be 
restrained!  The  Santa  Fe  here  meant  is  1,500  or 
2 000  miles  from  the  nearest  point  of  Colombia,  and 
in  North  America,  instead  of  South. 

This  puts  me  in  mind  of  a blunder  of  my  own.  I 
skid,  m the  last  Register,  that  I had  not  published  the 


opinion  of  the  supreme  court  in  the  steam  boat  case — 
it  was  published  on  the  27th  of  March  ult.  Another 
opinion  of  the  same  court,  on  a different  subject, 
which  is  “lying  on  timetable,”  led  to  the  mistake. 

Financial.  On  the  19th  ult.  we  offered  some  re- 
marks on  revenue  calculations,  and  shewed  the  falla- 
cy of  them  most  conclusively — demonstrating  that 
we  should  probably  be,  at  the  end  of  the  year  1830, 
no  less  than  the  mighty  sum  of  fifty  seven  millions  of 
dollars  minus  of  the  calculations  made'  in  1817,  by  the 
secretary  of  the  treasury;  and  that  we  actually  are,  at 
this  time,  at  least  twenty  millions  short  of  what  the 
committee  of  ways  and  means,  in  1820,  only  four 
years  ago,  told  us  that  we  should  have  on  hand  in  the 
present  year. 

At  the  last  session  of  congress,  it  will  be  recol- 
lected, that  a loan  of  five  milions  was  authorized  to 
pay  off  other  loans;  and  it  was  proposed  also  to  open 
a “subscription”  of  certain  stocks  about  to  become 
payable,  for  other  stocks  not  redeemable  until  1834 — 
or  four  years  later  than  the  period  at  which  the  whole 
debt  was  to  have  been  paid  off—  by  calculation.  The 
following  is  the  treasury  notice  on  the  subject  just 
stated — the  loan  to  he  effected  is  not  to  exceed  fifteen  mil- 
lions, (see  the  act,  page  247),  and  if  it  is  accomplish- 
ed, w'e  shall  have  borrowed  twenty-six  millions  to  pay 
off  old  debts,  which  were  to  have  been  paid  without 
borrovnng  one  cent;  and  we  must  expect  that  the 
operation  will  be  repeated  as  to  some  other  of  the 
stocks  to  become  redeemable  after  the  year  1825, 
notwithstanding  the  new  tariff  is  to  increase  the  reve- 
nue 3,500,000  dollars  a year — by  calculation  of  a sena- 
tor of  the  United  States. 

Treasury  department,  June  24,  1824. 

Notice  is  hereby  given  to  the  proprietors  of  the  six 
per  cent,  stock  of  *1813,  loan  of  sixteen  millions  of  dol- 
lars, and  loan  of  seven  and  a half  millions  of  dollars., 
that  books  will  be  opened  at  the  treasury  of  the  Unit- 
ed States  and  at  the  several  loan  offices,  on  the  first 
day  of  July  next,  to  continue  open  until  the  first  day 
of  October  thereafter,  for  receiving  subscriptions  for 
such  parts  of  said  stock  as  shall,  on  the  day  of  sub- 
scription, stand  on  the  books  of  the  treasury,  and  on 
those  of  the  loan  offices,  respectively,  pursuant  to  the 
provisions  of  the  act  of  congress  passed  the  26th  of 
May,  1S24,  entitled  “An  act  to  authorize  the  seereta- 
“ ry  of  the  t#easury  to  exchange  a stock  bearing  an  in- 
terest at  four  and  a half  per  cent,  for  certain  stocks 
“bearing  an  interest  at  six  per  cent.” 

The  subscriptions  maybe  made  by  the  proprietors 
of  the  stock,  either  in  person  or  by  their  attorneys 
! duly  authorized  to  subscribe  and  transfer  it  to  the 
United  States.  The  certificates  are  to  be  surrender- 
ed at  the  time  of  making  the  subscriptions. 

Wm.  H.  Crawford, 
Secretary  of  the  treasury. 

I wish  not  to  be  understood  as  deprecating  the  ar- 
rangement. It  is  a good  one,  and  will,  perhaps,  save 
as  a considerable  amount  in  interest.  It  is  referred 
to  only  to  show  how  little  dependence  can  be  placed 
on  the  revenues  of  a nation  when  they  rest  upon 
transactions  with  foreigners.  If  any  people  will  have 
order  and  regularity  and  acquire  strength — they  must 
look  at  home.  Great  Britain,  the  most  commercial  of 
nations,  draws  only  one  fifth  of  her  revenue  from  the 
customs;  and  no  small  part  of  this  is  returned  in  draw- 
backs, premiums,  bounties,  &c.  to  exporters  of  goods. 

The  free  blacks — IIayti  and  Africa.  The  arri- 
val of  an  agent  from  the  republic  of  IIayti,  for  the 
purpose  of  facilitating  the  conveyance  to  that  island 
of  the  free  people  of  color  of  the  United  States,  who 
may  feel  disposed  to  proceed  thither  on  the  liberal 
terms  offered  by  president  Boyer,  has  caused  the 
subject  to  occupy  a large  share  of  the  public  atten- 
tion, and  induced  me  to  make  and  publish  in  this 
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-beet,  a collection  of  articles  relative  to  the  matter 
u general,  which  is  truly  one  of  great  interest  to  the 
citizens  of  the  southern  and  middle  states,  and  not 
unimportant  to  every  person  of  the  republic. 

It  appears  to  have  become  a settled  opinion  that 
means  should  be  taken,  so  far  as  they  rightfully  can, 
.o  relieve  tho  citizens  of  the  United  States  of  the  free 
black  population,  whereby  the  emancipation  of  slaves 
might  be  exceedingly  encouraged,  and  all  classes  be 
preserved  from  the  real  or  supposed  evils  that  would 
attend  the  liberation  of  great  numbers  of  colored  per- 
sons, especially  in  all  the  slates  south  of  the  Susque- 
hannah.  It  seems  to  be  a well  established  fact,  that  a 
mixture  of  the  free  with  those  that  are  in  bondage,  is 
injurious  to  the  moral  principles  and  productive  of 
unhappiness  to  both.  This  would  not  be  the  case,  if 
rhe  negro,  by  emancipation,  could  change  the  color  of 
his  skin,  and  so  do  away  that  prejudice  which  con- 
demns him  to  an  association  only  with  negroes,  and, 
m every  respect,  arrests  his  progress  in  improvement 
—for,  let  him  do  what  he  will,  he  is  a negro  still,  and 
cannot  participate  in  those  things  which,  in  a few 
years,  or  at  most  in  a generation,  exalt  equally  igno- 
rant, uncouth  and  stupid  white  persons  to  a respec- 
table standing,  and  enable  them  to  'fill  places  of  ho- 
nor and  profit  with  advantage  to  the  community. 
That  the  blacks  are  susceptible  of  as  great  improve- 
ment is  evident — not  in  solitary  cases  only,  but  as  a 
people.  There  are  whole  countries  in  Europe  in 
which  there  is  less  general  intelligence,  less  polish 
and  civilization,  than  in  Hayti;  though  the  old  genera- 
tion of  slaves  has  not  yet  passed  away,  and  the  people 
had,  as  it  were,  every  thing  to  learn.  Many  gentle- 
men who  have  extensively  mixed  with  the  Hayti ens, 
speak  of  their  conduct  in  as  favorable  terms  as  they 
would  of  that  of  the  people  of  Great  Britain  or  France, 
m the  same  grades  of  employment  or  rank  in  life. 
The  black  day-laborers  of  Hayti  arc  not  more  igno- 
rant than  the  day-laborers  of  the  countries  named, 
uid  are  far  in  advance  of  those  in  Spain,  Portugal, 
Russia,  Poland,  &.c. — and  those  in  whom  more  polish 
sexpccted,  are  not  a whit  behind  their  fellows  in  the 
mme  grade  elsewhere,  regard  being  had  to  the  fact 
.bat  it  is  only  a few  years  since  the  blacks  became 
citizens,  and  assumed  “the  management  of  their  own 
affairs  in  their  own  way.”  But  they  read,  vmte, 
think  and  act  like  other  people,  and  their  business  and 
; i flairs  are  governed  by  as  sound  a discretion  as  is 
commonly  met  with;  and  I am  told  there  is  as  much 
order,  dignity  and  moderation  in  their  parties  or  as- 
sociations, of  various  kinds,  as  can  be  met  with  else- 
where: so  that  the  young  mm  and  young  women,  ex- 
cept for  their  sable  complexions,  would  be  considered 
as  well-behaved  gentlemen  and  ladies  in  any  compa- 
ny. This  results  from  the  operation  of  the  most  pow- 
erful principle  that  prevails  in  the  human  heart — the 
desire  of  advancement  in  knowledge,  wealth,  respec- 
tability, and  there  is  the  same  scope  for  its  operation 
;.i  Hayti  that  there  is  even  in  the  United  States: — but 
cir  blacks,  because  they  are  blacks,  have  not  either 
i he  motive  or  the  opportunity  of  exerting  it,  whereby 
'hey  may  attain  such  advancement.  Though  free, 
They  are  as  slaves,  and  condemned  to  an  association 
with  slaves,  tempting  and  being  tempted  rather  to 
brutalize  than  civilize  one  another. 

Every  principle  that  should  predominate  in  the 
:uind  of  the  white  people  of  the  United  States,  whe- 
ther as  Christians  and  philanthropists,  or  from  self-in- 
tcrest,  leads  us  to  desire  the  emigration  of  the  free 
blacks,  if  rightfully  effected,  for  their  benefit  and  our 
own  relief — and  if  the  way  was  opened  so  that  they 
could  go  off  in  large  numbers,  it  is  not  to  be  doubted 
that  many  who  hold  slaves  would  emancipate  them; 
for  the  danger  of  so  doing  could  no  longer  be  plead 
m excuse  for  refusing  to  perform  that  which  the  con- 
science of  every  man  tells  him  “is  right  in  itself,” 
‘hough  it  is  deemed  inexpedient,  and.  indeed,  so  it  is, 


as  a common  measure.  As  things  arc  at  present  con- 
ditioned, 1 would  almost  as  soon  udvociite  a general 
insurrection  as  a general  emancipation,  much  as  I am 
interested  in  the  extinction  of  slavery,  whether  of 
white  or  black  persons — in  the  apprehension  that  a 
general  extermination  would  necessarily  follow. 

Though  I have  ever  respected  the  motives  of  the 
African  Colonization  Society,  it  has  always  appeared 
to  me  as  incapable  of  producing  any  sensible  effect, 
as  to  a reduction  of  the  amount  of  the  black  popula- 
tion among  us.  We  may  build  up  a powerful  colony; 
but  its  power  must  grow  out  of  its  own  natural  in- 
crease, not  from  the  force  of  migration  to  it  from 
this  country.  If  the  reader  will  refer  to  the  Begister. 
of  the  15th  Nov.  1817,  (vol.  XIII,  page  167),  he  will 
find  a curious  editorial  essay  on  this  subject,  wherein 
the  argument  is  elucidated  by  facts  and  probabilities 
of  a very  interesting  nature,  in  regard  to  the  settle- 
ment and  progress  of  population  in  these  United  States: 
by  which  it  appears  reasonable  to  believe,  that,  al- 
though more  than  twenty-seven  millions  of  persons,  had 
lived,  or  were  living,  within  our  present  territory,  from 
the  period  of  the  first  settlements  up  to  the  time  stat- 
ed, }-et  that  even  this  favored  country  had  received 
only  about  400,000  emigrants,  all  told,  and  during  the* 
said  period  of  time — nearly  200  years.  What  then 
can  we  expect  to  do  in  Africa,  as  checking  the  pro- 
gress of  population  in  America ? With  all  our  exer- 
tions, at  a great  cost  of  money  and  sacrifice  of  life, 
wo  have  sent  only  about  300  persons  away,  and  the 
transport  and  protection  of  them  has  probably  caus- 
ed us  to  lose  more  than  fifty  valuable  white  per- 
sons, officers  and  seamen  and  agents,  on  the  coast; 
and  the  blacks  are  located  in  a country  wherein  they 
have  every  difficulty  to  contend  with.  To  Hayti,  at  less 
cost  and  risk,  we  could,  !in  the  same  time,  have  sent 
many  thousands,  if  they  were  willing  to  go,  and  we 
might  rest  assured  that,  when  they  arrived  there,  they 
would  be  under  the  protection  of  the  laws  of  a well  or- 
ganized and  powerful  government:  and  there  is  no 
reason  to  believe  otherwise  than  that,  if  a few  should 
proceed  to  that  island,  they  would  be  followed  by  tens 
of  thousands  before  many  years.  Hayti  is  capable  of 
sustaining  a population  of  several  millions,  and  per- 
haps three  fourths  or  four  fifths  of  the  island  is  yet  as 
it  w'ere  in  a state  of  nature,  or  uncultivated.  The  for- 
mer Spanish  part,  which  was  much  the  largest,  could 
hardly  be  said  to  be  peopled  at  all,  so  sparse  was  the 
population.  This  republic  coulu  receive  all  the  co- 
lored persons  of  the  United  States,  bond  or  free,  at 
once,  without  being  over-stocked,  if  prepared  to  sup- 
ply them  with  provisions  for  a few  months.  Hayti  i$ 
not  the  land  of  their  ancestors;  but  it  is,  and  will  be, 
the  American  black  man’s  home — the  asylum  of  this 
oppressed  race  in  the  newv/orld.  The  independence 

of  the  island  is  in  no  more  danger  than  our  own 

perhaps,  less  easy  to  be  destroyed  by  foreign  interpo- 
sition, on  account  of  its  support  from  climate;  and  we 
know  that  the  most  numerous  and  best  appointed  army 
that,  probably,  ever  left  Europe  for  any  other  quar- 
ter of  the  world  in  modern  times,  made  no  more  pro- 
gress in  its  subjugation  than  the  capture  of  a few 
places  on  the  sea-board,  at  which  the  soldiers  died 
off  by  thousands.  And  it  is  reasonable  to  suppose 
that,  before  many  years,  there  may  be  a great  city  in 
Hayti  called  Petion,  perhaps,  at  which  the  represen- 
tatives of  a number  of  independent  states  shall  as- 
semble to  attend  to  the  affairs  of  a great  nation , as 
our  own  representatives  meet  at  our  WASHINGTON. 
This  thing  ought  to  be  calculated  on.  It  is  an  event  that 
must  be  expected — one  that  we  cannot  prevent.  It 
is  wise  then,  to  look  at  it  steadily,  and  prepare  our- 
selves to  meet  it.  When  it  will  happen,  no  man 
knoweth;  but  that  it  will  take  place,  every  reflecting 
person  must  believe. 

The  importance  of  the  trade  with  Hayti  to  the 
United  States  may  be  estimated  from  the  fclJowjng 
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official  facts,  of  the  tonnage  employed,  and  the  exports 
to  that  island,  compared  with  the  trade  that  we  have 
With  several  nations,  for  the  year  ending  on  the  30th 
September,  1S23. 


Value  of 

Tannage  departing. 

articles  exported. 

Countries, 

(American,) 

Domestic. 

Foreign, 

Hayti 

tons.  37,4»0 

$1,670,140 

708,642 

Russia 

2,771 

51,635 

597.099 

Prussia 

7.261 

568 

Sweden 

3.0,50 

15i  ,037 

147.191 

Denmark  and  Norway 

90S 

39,783 

53,134 

Spain 

5.502 

151.842 

85;41 3 

Portugal 

1.470 

43.977 

300 

Italy  and  Malta 

6,057 

3 15.994 

951,911 

Trieste  and  other  Adriatic  ports  o.SIS 

25.697 

919.618 

Turkey,  Levant,  Lgypt,  Stc. 

1,876 

4,877 

559,783 

Ci.iua 

9,478 

288,375  *4.347.686 

32,159 

884,585 

7,814,545 

This  shews  that  Kayti  consumes  tic  ice  the  quantity 
of  our  own  goods  that  all  these  nations  receive,  and 
the  tonnage  employed  is  as  37,4S0  to  32,159;  but  it ; 
must  be  remembered  that  the  voyage  to  Hayti  is  short-  ! 
er,  and,  perhaps,  the  number  of  persons  who  get  aliv-  | 
iag  by  the  trade  with  the  first,  may  not  much  exceed  i 
that  employed  in,  and  subsisted  by,  the  last;  but  small  j 
vessels  require  a greater  proportionate  number  of 
hands  than  large  ones:  and,  as  to  the  export  of  foreign 
articles,  or  what  is  called  the  carrying  trade,  it  ap- 
pears that  this  island  takes  more  of  them  than  Russia, 
Spain  and  Portugal,  with  whom  we  have  “envoys  ex- 
traordinary and  ministers  plenipotentiary”  to  take 
care  of  our  trade  for  we  have  mo  other  business  with 
them,  or,  at  least,  ought:  not  to  have.  Besides,  Kayti  fur- 
nishes the  material  of  a great  part  of  our  commerce 
in  the  Mediterranean,  which  is  protected  by  a fleet, 
and  for  the  privilege  of  carrying  on  which  we  lately 
paid  tribute  to  Algiers,  &c.  These  things  require  only 
to  he  mentioned,  and  comment  on  the  importance  of 
a good  understanding  with  Hayti  is  useless. 

But  there  is  reason  to  apprehend  the  loss  of  this  va- 
luable trade  at  some  future  day,  if  we  shall  not  con- 
quer our  prejudices,  and  treat  the  government  of 
Hayti  as  other  independent  governments  are  treated. 
France  has  yet  refused  to  acknowledge  the  indepen- 
dence of  the  island,  but  it  is  less  dependent  on  France 
than  France  herself  is  on  Russia;  yet  Great  Britain, 
the  United  States  and  other  powers  have  regard- 
ed the  island  as  if  it  still  appertained  to  the  French 
crowu.  We  have  not  acted  thus  with  Colombia, 
Buenos  Ayres,  Chili,  &c.  and  president  Boyer  has  cer- 
tainly some  reason  to  complain  of  us — but  his  com- 
plaints, as  yet,  have  been  more  in  sorrow  than  in  an- 
ger, for  he  can  appreciate  the  difficult  and  delicate 
situation  in  which  we  are  placed,  and  seems  disposed 
to  make  all  possible  allowance  for  it — still,  such  great 
men  as  Pelion  and  Boyer  cannot  be  a]wa37s  expected 
to  fill  the  presidency  of  Hayti,  and  the  government 
thereof  may  be  disposed  to  demand  a recognition  cf 
their  independence,  which  is  really  established.  But 
when  the  question  comes  up  we  shal.  have  to  act  on 
it — and,  until  then,  perhaps,  it  is  our  true  policy  to 
re : . i : . as  we  are.  It  will  require  a vast  exertion  in 
the  people  of  the  southern  states  to  reconcile  them- 
selves to  the  idea  of  seeing  a colored  man,  represent- 
ing a sovereign  nation,  at  the  dining-table  or  in  the 
drawing-room  of  a president  of  the  United  States — 
such  is  the  effect  of  color  and  of  the  supposed  neces- 
sity of  having  regard  to  it. 

However,  much  may  be  done  to  keep  up  a good 
understanding  by  encouraging  the  emigration  of  free 
blacks  to  the  republic — and  policy  unites  with  justice 
and  humanity  in  the  proceeding.  We  cannot  blot  out 
the  island  from  the  map  of  the  W.  Indies,  or  retard  the 
progress  of  its  population  to  power;  nor  should  we  de- 
sire either,  if  we  could  accomplish  them.  This  peo- 
ple have  the  same  right  to  pursue  their  own  happiness 

•Nearly  all  specie. 


that  we  ourselves  possess,  and  they  have  used  their 
power,  so  far,  with  wonderful  moderation  and  for- 
bearance— more  so  than  any  European  nation  has 
ever  manifested  when  like  conditioned  to  acquire 
territory  and  gain  strength.  Let  us  then  excite  a 
good  feeling  in  our  favor,  by  co-operating  with  pre- 
sident Boyer  in  his  humane  project  of  making  the  re- 
public of  Hayti  the  asylum  of  his  race  in  America. 
It  is  a subject  worthy  of  great  consideration.  “Pre- 
vention is  better  than  cure.” 

Societies  are  forming  in  New  York  and  Philadelphia 
for  this  purpose,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  Afri- 
can Colonization  Society  will  take  up  the  matter  se- 
riously— and  aoandon  what  cannot  have  anv  sensible 
effect,  as  to  relieving  us  of  our  colored  population,  for 
a proceeding  that  may,  at  least,  keep  the  progress  of  it 
in  check  for  several  years  to  come;  provided  the  af- 
fair is  rightfully  managed;  and  the  policy  should  be 
especially  to  induce  young  females  to  depart.  They 
wouldbe  equally  acceptable  to  the  Hayticns,  and  the 
transfer  of  a comparatively  small  number  of  them 
would  accomplish  what  ostensibly  is  the  great  pur- 
pose of  the  colonization  society.  By  removing  a male, 
we  only  remove  one  person — but  a female  has  effect 
on  the  future  as  well  as  the  present  population  of  the 
country;  and  if  it  is  really  desired  to  reduce  the  rela- 
tive amount  of  the  blacks  compared  with  the  whites, 
it^may  be  surely,  yet  imperceptibly,  accomplished  by 
a resort  to  this  measure.  Let  the  money  which  we 
are  willing  to  expend  for  this  purpose  be  almost  ex- 
clusively appropriated  to  serve  as  marriage-portions 
to  such  young  free  female  persons  of  color  as  will 
emigrate  to  Hayti,  where,  in  every  respect,  it  is  to  be 
expected  lhat  iheir  condition  will  be  much  improved, 
and  those  that  might  be  vagabonds  here  will  become 
respectable  matrons  there — the  wives  of  “grave  and 
reverend  senators”  perhaps,  or  gallant  captains,  in- 
dependent land-holders  or  thrifty  mierchants. 

Interesting  proposition.  The  following  is  copied 
from  the  “Aurora.”  Towns  grow,  up  so  fast  in  our 
country,  and  improvement  is  so  rapid  in  many  places, 
that  almost  weekly  additions  to  our  stock  of  geogra- 
phical knowledge  seems  necessary  to  keep  pace  with 
ihem — 

The  editors  of  the  different  country  papers  have  it 
in  their  power  cf  conveying  a body  of  useful  informa- 
tion, which  would  cost  them,  individually,  very  little 
trouble,  but  which,  collected  in  a body, 'would  be  of 
the  utmost  importance  to  the  community  at  large. 
Emigrations  from  our  cities  is  almost  daily  taking 
place.  Foreigners  are  continually  arriving  on  our 
shores,  and  seek  a residence  in  the  interior,  without 
being  able  to  form  the  most  distant  idea  of  the  advan- 
tages offered  them  in  their  place  of  destination.  In 
numberless  instances  they  are  compelled  to  make  a 
choice  blind-fold,  in  which  case  the  imagination  too 
frequently  paints  in  such  glowing  colors,  that  the 
reality  only  leads  to  disappointment.  Let  each  editor 
give  a full  history  of  the  village  in  which  he  resides — 
the  number,  of  buildings — the  materials  of  which 
they  are  composed — the  population — the  markets — 
the  means  of  conveying  produce  to  distant  markets — 
the  price  of  produce  in  the  village — the  number  of 
stores,  taverns,  6cc.  &,c.  At  the  same  time  giving 
a general  view  of  the  surface  of  the  country,  and  the 
value  of  well  cultivated  farms  per  acre:  the  number 
of  mills  of  every  description,  and  such  other  informa- 
tion as  would  tend  to  throw  a light  on  this  important 
subject.  If  this  were  done,  emigration  would  be  in- 
creased, and  would  not  be  so  frequently  followed  by 
disappointment  as  under  existing  circumstances,  and, 
surely,  information  of  this  nature  is  much  better  cal- 
culated for  the  columns  of  a newspaper,  than  the 
most  sentimental  love-lorn  ditty,  or  a political  story 
from  a foreign  journal,  pregnant  with  principles  re- 
volting to  Our  system  of  government 
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Canai.  in*  Holland.  The  following  account  of  a | The  queen  is  a large  woman,  and  appears  fond  of  dress, 
canal  in  Holland,  is  taken  from  “Tennant’s  Tour  in  | which  she  changes  three  or  four  times  a day.  Her 
Holland,”  a work  published  the  present  year  in  Lon-  j majesty  is  somewhat  indisposed,  and  frequently  re- 
don.  " J J ’ ' ■’  ’ ’l J 


‘After  satisfying  our  curiosity  about  the  harbour 
wc  landed  on  the  opposite  side,  and  here  my  atten- 


tires  to  rest  during  the  day;  she  and  her  sister  smoke 
their  segars  with  as  much  gout  as  some  of  our  mo- 
dern dandies,  and  constantly  amuse  themselves  with 


tion  was  arrested  by  another  subject  of  so  great  inte-  j playing  cards.  The  king’s  name  is  Riho  Riho,  but 
rest,  that  l cannot  pass  it  over  without  mention.  his  assumed  regal  name  is  Tamcharaeho  and  Wahoo 


This  is  a new  grand  canal,  which  connects  the  har- 
bour of  Amsterdam  with  the  Texel,  and  which,  for 
magnificence  of  design,  and  for  the  manner  of  execu- 
tion, reflects  high  credit  upon  the  Dutch  nation. 

The  communication  between  the  Texel  and  the 
port  of  Amsterdam  has  hitherto  been  through  the 
Zuydcr  Zee,  which,  always  a difficult  and  dangerous 
navigation,  owing  to  numerous  sand  banks,  has  latterly 
proved  almost  a fatal  inconvenience  to  the  commerce 
of  this  city.  This  noble  canal  is  an  effort  towards  re- 
storing Amsterdam  to  ail  its  former  greatness,  by  en- 
abling it  to  compete  in  natural  advantages,  with  the 
other  commercial  nations  of  Europe,  and,  although 
only  commenced  about  three  years  ago,  is  already  in 
such  a state  of  completion,  that  ships  of  war,  as  well 
as  merchants’  ships,  can  now,  as  I was  informed,  sail 
directly  out  of  the  Texel,  over  this  inland  navigation, 
into  the  very  town  of  Amsterdam.  The  lock  into  the 
harbour  is,  of  course,  upon  an  immense  scale,  and  ex- 
hibits a beautiful  specimen  of  workmanship,  both  in 
the  masonry  and  in  the  carpentry.  This,  and  the 
lock  into  the  Texel,  as  I was  also  informed,  are  the 
only  two  Jocks  upon  the  whole  line.  The  canal  re- 
quiring to  be  continued  into  the  deep  water  of  the 
harbour,  was  obliged  to  be  carried  out  for  some  dis- 
tance on  artificial  ground,  supported  between  two 
large  dykes  or  banks.  But  tins  was  a difficulty  to 
which  the  Dutch  are  accustomed,  and  one  which  they 
wcli  know  how  to  overcome.  Already  this  part  of  the 


one  of  the  central  islands,  is  his  residence.  The 
king  and  queen  are  attended  by  the  governor,  his  lady 
and  an  interpreter. 

Mr.  sergeant  Goold,  on  opening  the  sessions,  under 
the  insurrection  act  at  Kilkenny,  said,  “There  have 
been  no  fewer  than  tvvo-and-twenty  murders  com- 
mitted within  the  last  two  years  in  the  baronies  cf 
the  county  of  Kilkenny,  and  not  a single  human  being 
has  been  brought  to  punishment  for  any  one  of  these  acts .” 
Ireland  is  still  the  scene  of  the  most  fatal  outrages 
France.  It  is  stated  that  some  new  regiments  have 
been  sent  to  Brest  to  embark  there.  It  is  supposed 
they  are  intended  for  the  Brazils — but  on  what  autho- 
rity we  know  not:  others  suppose  that  they  are  to  as- 
sist Yturbide  in  recovering  the  throne  in  Me:  ieo. 

Spain.  Two  women  have  been  whipped,  and  another 
tarred  and  feathered  and  canned  through  the  streets 
of  Madrid,  on  the  back  of  an  ass,  for  having  uttered 
seditious  cries.  Ferdinand  spends  nearly  all  his  time 
with  the  priests,  who  are  diligently  employed  in  dis- 
playing relics  of  saints  to  “his  majesty.”  Pious  prince ! 
Several  parts  of  the  kingdom  are  in  a state  of  ferment, 
and  great  disorders  continue  to  prevail.  Seme  uf  the 
French  have  been  assassinated  at  Madrid,  and  bands 
of  guerillas  harrass  their  troops  and  keep  them  conti- 
nually on  the  watch  for  the  “preservation  of  order.” 
Indeed,  it  appears  that  they  have  had  a smart  action 
with  the  Spaniards  near  Badajoz;  and  the  report 
now  is  that  25,000  French  troops  were  additionally  to 


work,  though  yet  unfinished,  seemed  io  defy  the  ut-  be  quartered  in  s„ai„.  perhaps  iu  part,  to  keep 
most  power  of  the  winds  and  waves.  Tne  workmen  * . . — . 1 * ’ * ’ 1 

being  now  occupied  in  raising  these  banks  still  higher 
above  the  water’s  reach,  afforded  mean  opportunity 
of  observing  the  mode  of  the  proceeding,  which  is 
simply  this — the  side  next  to  the  water  presents  a 
smooth  and  regular  basket  work  of  strong  oziers, 
strengthened  at  near  intervals  by  powerful  withy 
stakes — within  this  frame  work  are  laid,  in  a horizon- 
tal direction,  large  bundles  of  green  oziers,  as  close- 
ly as  they  can  be  packed  together,  and  a slight  quan- 
tity of  mould  being  thrown  in,  just  sufficient  to  fill  up 
the  interstices,  another  range  of  similar  bundles  is 
placed  transversely  with  the  last,  and  over  this  is 
Jaid  a thin  layer  of  mould  well  trodden  down,  and 
thus  the  work  proceeds  narrowing  to  the  top. 


! watch  over  Portugal. 

The  Paris  papers  contain  an  amnesty  of  Ferdinand 
VII.  accompanied  by  a proclamation,  in  which  he  calls 
upon  his  people  to  follow  his  example  and  to  “sacri- 
fice” their  “resentments  and  personal  wrongs,  for  the 
incomparable  blessings  of  union  and  internal  peace;” 
and  requesting  them  to  make  “the  complete  restora- 
tion of  order  in  the  peninsula,  a prelude  to  a recon- 
ciliation between  them  and  their  brethren  in  Ameri- 
ca.” The  exceptions  in  this  amnesty  are  principally 
comprised  of  the  following  class  of  persons,  i.  j he 
chiefs  of  the  military  insurrection  of  the  isle  of  Leon. 
2.  The  members  of  the  cortes  who  proclaimed  the 
dethronement  of  the  king  at  Seville.  3-  The  chiefs 

' " ~pain. 


where  the  whole  is  well  secured  by  a strong  cover- 1 of  military  insurrections  in  different  ports  of  S[ 
ing  of  chy.  Thi’i  the  bank  soon  beeomes  a mass  im-  ■ at  Madrid,  &c.  4.  The  assassins  of  Vinuesa,  the 
penetrable  by  air  or  water.”  i judges  of  Elio,  and  the  authors  of  the  massacres  in 
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From  London  papers  to  May  23. 

Great  Britain  and  Ireland.  Prices  of  grain — average 
of  wheat,  May  1^  63s.  3d.  per^uarter;  barley  34s.  3d.; 
rye  39s.  Id. 

In  a return  to  parliament,  the  value  of  the  exports 
of  G.  Britain  for  1S23,  is  officially  stated  at  40,4 13,240/. 
and  that  of  imports  at  36,224,6b'S/. 

'i  he  king  and  queen  of  the  Sandwich  islands  have 
arrived  in  London.  The  main  object  of  their  visit  is 
to  throw  themselves  and  their  territory  upon  the  pro- 
tection of  the  British  government,  against  the  aggres- 
sions which  they  seem  to  apprehend  from  the  Russians. 
They  did  not  appear  at  the  drawing  room  of  the  king 
in  consequence  of  not  having  their  dresses  finished. 
1 hey  are  extremely  anxious  to  view  the  curiosities  of 
that  great  metropolis,  but  have  as  yet  refrained  from 
appearing  in  public.  The  king  is  a man  of  pleasing 
countenance  and  gentlemanly  deportment:  he  is  tall 
and  well  formed,  and  is  droned  in  European  costume. 


the  prisons  of  Grenada. 

J Portugal.  The  queen  and  her  precious  son,  Miguel, 
made  a grand  attempt  to  depose  the  husband  and 

' father,  and  perhaps  to  murder  him,  during  the  month 
of  May  last  passed.  Indeed,  it  appears  they  succeeded 
in  getting  possession  of  his  person — but  the  diplomat- 
ic corps  interfered,  demanded  admittance  to  him,  and 
insisted  that  the  troops  should  be  dismissed,  and  so 
they  were.  The  queen  had  advanced  towards  Lis- 
bon, hoping  that  the  work  was  done,  but  she  was  partly 
disappointed.  However,  Miguel  retains  the  command 
of  the  army,  and  the  wretched  thing,  his  father,  has 
issued  a proclamation  excusing,  or  ralhcr  justifying 
the  son’s  conduct — and  it  is  evident  that  he  and  his 
mother  have  much  power,  for  the  dungeons  were  fill- 
ed with  persons  whom  they  thought  might  be  opposed 
to  their  legitimate  designs.  Whether  ir.c  wife  and  son 
kill  the  husband  and  father,  or  he  puts  the  wife  and 
son  to  death,  is  no  matter  to  us — except  that  the  laU 
ter  appears  more  just,  and  would  be  as  two  to  one  in 
reducing  the  uqjyunt  o { royul  personages.  Tne  Brl< 
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ish  hare  despatched  a 74  gun  ship  to  the  Tagus,  on 
account  of  the  events  at  Lisbon. 

SC'r’Later  accounts  from  Portugal  state  that  Mi- 
guel has  been  stripped  of  his  command,  and  sent  off 
in  a frigate  on  his  travels.  On  the  9th  of  May,  the 
king,  accompanied  by  the  foreign  ministers,  went  on 
hoard  the  British  man-of-war  Windsor  Castle,  lying 
in  the  Tagus,  and  there  issued  a long  proclamation 
and  several  decrees,  and  ordered  that  those  should 
he  set  at  liberty  who  had  been  arrested  and  confined 
by  his  son.  The  latter  was  ordered  on  board  the  ship, 
from  which  he  was  put  into  the  frigate  Perola,  which 
sailed  immediately  for  London  or  Havre  de  Grace, 
from  whence  he  was  to  start  off  on  a tour  through 
Europe,  and  it  appears  that  tranquility  was  restored 
for  the  present. 

There  is  much  speculation  on  these  events  in  the 
British  and  French  papers,  but  they  do  not  appear  to 
be  of  any  importance  in  themselves,  except  to  shew 
a restless  and  unsettled  state  of  things  in  Portugal, 
which,  indeed,  equally  exists  in  Spain,  but  without 
any  other  probable  effect  than  to  render  the  condi- 
tion of  the  people  mure  and  more  distressing. 

Russia.  The  emperor  Alexander  was  about  to  pro- 
ceed to  Carlsbab,  in  Bohemia,  to  use  the  warm  baths 
during  the  summer,  by  advice  of  his  physicians — but 
it  seems  that  the  emperor  of  Austria,  with  the  kings 
of  Prussia,  Bavaria  and  Saxony  will  be  there  at  the 
same  and  time,  with  a host  of  ministers,  &c.. 

Greece.  The  Greeks  have  sustained  a great  loss 
in  the  death  of  lord  Byron,  who  died  at  Missolunghi 
on  the  19th  April,  after  an  illness  of  ten  days.  His 
personal  services  and  munificent  donations  will  cause 
his  memory  to  he  tenderly  regarded  by  Greece,  when 
she  shall  have  established  her  freedom.  The  nation- 
al government  directed  a general  mourning  for  twenty 
one  days,  and  obtained  his  heart,  that  it  might  be  plac- 
ed in  a mausoleum.  The  body  was  to  be  sent  to  Eng- 
land. Prince  Mavrocordato,  in  announcing  the  event 
to  the  secretary  of  the  Greek  fund  in  London,  says — 
“our  loss  is  irreparable,  and  it  is  with  justice  that  we 
abandon  ourselves  to  inconsolable  sorrow,”  &c. 
Byron  was  of  great  importance  to  the  Greeks;  gener- 
ally acting  with  effect  to  keep  down  differences  arnong 
them,  and  leading  them  to  unity  of  action. 

Colcotroni  has  fallen  by  the  hands  of  his  country- 
men, how  is  not  stated.  He  is  spoken  of  as  having 
been  the  nurse  of  discord  among  the  Greeks  for  the 
Jast  three  jTears — yet  he  was  reported  of  as  a valua- 
able  soldier. 

Egypt.  The  account  of  the  great  conflagration  and 
explosion  at  Cairo  is  confirmed.  It  is  intimated  that 
it  happened  by  design,  to  excuse  the  pacha  from  tak- 
ing a part  against  Greece.  He  does  not  wish  to  waste 
his  strength  in  an  enterprise  which,  if  successful,  may 
he  the  immediate  cause  of  his  own  destruction.  Such 
is  Turkish  policy.  But  another  account  says  that 
20,000  men,  under  the  command  of  the  pacha’s  son, 
Ibrahim,  will  depart  for  the  Morea,  and  that  the  pa- 
cha of  Acre  is  to  furnish  10,000  Druses. 

Four  Algerine  frigates  and  two  brigs  had  arrived  at 
Alexandria  from  Constantinople.  It  may  be  expected 
that  the  English  will  soon  he  after  them. 

Africa.  An  arrival  at  Barbadoes  on  the  26th  ult. 
from  Cape  Coast,  has  brought  a confirmation  of  the 
total  defeat  of  sir  Charles  Macarthy,  with  the  troops 
under  his  command.  A Mr.  Williams  is  said  to  be 
the  only  survivor,  who  made  his  escape  in  almost  a 
miraculous  manner.  The  information  is  contained  in 
a Dominica  paper  received  atNew-Yorlc. 

Colombia.  A letter  from  Laguira  says — “You  pro- 
bably have  heard  the  acknowledgment  of  the  inde- 
pendence of  Colombia  by  the  pope.  The  event  was  j 
celebrated  in  Caracas  by  the  illumination  of  the  j 
several  ■'churches  for  a number  of  successive  even- i 
in'.:*”  i -i 


Mexico.  The  London  Courier  of  the  17th  May. 
says — We  can  state  upon  authority,  that  the  ex-em- 
peror of  Mexico,  Yturhide,  who  has  been  some 
months  in  this  country,  sailed  from  Southampton  for 
Mexico,  on  Tuesday  last,  in  an  armed  vessel  accom- 
panied by  a staff  of  14  persons.  We  understand  he 
is  assured  of  being  joined  by  a numerous  party  in 
| Mexico  when  he  arrives,  who  will  assist  him  in  reco- 
vering his  abdicated  throne.  His  departure  was 
managed  with  the  greatest  secrecy.  The  persons 
who  accompanied  him  are  all  of  them  foreigners, 
and  the  greater  part  of  them,  we  believe,  Mexicans. 
Among  them  is  an  aid-de-camp  who  had  served  with 
him  in  all  his  Mexican  campaigns.  He  has  taken 
his  "wife  with  him,  and  two  infant  children.  Six 
other  of  his  children  have  been  placed  at  school  in 
England,  where  they  are  to  remain.  The  vessel  we 
are  informed,  had  arms  on  hoard,  and  other  military 
stores,  also  a printing  press,  with  its  apparatus  com- 
plete, for  the  purpose  of  printing  and  circulating  pro- 
clamations upon  his  landing.  We  have  no  means  of 
precisely  knowing  what  maybe  his  chances  of  suc- 
cess; but  one  thing  seems  certain,  that  such  an  enter- 
prise would  not  be  undertaken  without  some  suppos- 
ed adequate  grounds,  and  the  result,  therefore,  is 
likely  to  be,  what  all  must  deplore,  a renewed  civil 
war  in  that  country. 

LETTER  OF  YTERBEDE. 

My  dear  sir — It  is  probable  that,  as  soon  as  my  de- 
parture is  known,  different  opinions  may  be  expres- 
sed, and  that  some  of  them  may  he  falsely  coloured, 
j I wish,  therefore,  that  you  should  know  the  truth  in 
an  authentic  manner.  By  a misfortune,  that  is  much 
to  be  deplored,  the  principal  provinces  of  Mexico  are 
at  this  moment  disunited;  all  those  of  Guatemala, 
New  Galacia,  Oajaca,  Yacatecas,  Queretro,  and 
others,  sufficiently  attest  this  fact. 

Such  a state  of  things  exposes  the  independence  of 
the  country  to  extreme  peril.  Should  she  lose  it,  she 
must  live  for  ages  to  come  in  frightful  slavery. 

My  return  has  been  solicited  by  different  parts  of 
the  country,  which  consider  me  necessary  to  the  es- 
tablishment of  unanimity  there,  and  to  the  consolida- 
tion of  the  government.  I do  not  presume  to  form 
anjopinion  of  myself;  hut  as  I am  assured  that  it  is  in 
my  power  to  contribute,  in  a great  degree,  to  the  amal- 
gamation of  the  separate  interests  of  the  provinces, 
and  to  tranquilize,  in  part,  those  angry  passions  which 
are  sure  to  lead  to  the  most  disastrous  anarchy,  I go 
with  such  an  object  before  me,  uninfluenced  by  any 
other  ambition  than  the  glory  of  effecting  the  happi  - 
ness of  my  countrymen,  and  of  discharging  those  ob- 
ligations which  1 owe  to  the  land  of  my  birth — obliga- 
tions which  have  received  additional  force  from  the 
event  of  her  independence.  When  I abdicated  the 
crown  of  Mexico,  I did  so  with  pleasure,  and  my  senti- 
ments remain  unchanged. 

If  I succeed  in  realizing  my  plan  to  the  extent 
which  1 desire,  Mexico  will  soon  present  a govern- 
ment consolidated,  and  a people  acting  upon  one  opin- 
ion, and  co-operating'  in  the  same  object.  They 
will  all  recognize  those  burthens  which,  if  the  present 
government  continued,  would  fall  only  upon  a few. 
and  the  mining  and  commercial  transactions  of  the 
country  will  assume  an  energy  and  a firmness,  of 
which  they  are  now  deprived. 

1 have  no  doubt  that  the  English  nation,  which 
knows  how  to  think,  will  easily  infer  from  this  state- 
ment the  probable  political  situation  of  Mexico — I 
conclude  with  again  recommending  to  your  attention 
my  children,  in  my  separation  from  whom  will  be 
seen  an  additional  proof  of  the  real  sentiments  whim- 
animate  the  heart  of  your  sincere  friend. 

A.  DE  YTURBIDF.. 

To  Michael  Joseph  Quia,  Esq.  Gray's 

Lon  don  Mar.  5 1824. 
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Trinidad.  A letter  from  this  island  says — “You 
will  have  noticed  in  the  English  papers  the  order  in 
council  for  the  treatment  of  slaves  in  Trinidad.* 
This  has  been  published  in  the  Gazette  here,  (al- 
though not  officially),  and  has  caused  great  dismay  and 
consternation  among  all  classes  of  the  community. 

I fear  it  may  be  attended  with  mischievous  effects. 

1 have  no*  hesitation  in  saying  it  gives  a deadly  blow 
to  the  agricultural  prosperity  of  the  island,  as- none  of 
the  inhabitants  in  the  other  colonies  (the  soil  of  which 
is  nearly  worn  out)  will  now  establish  themselves 
here,  and  be  subject  to  all  the  pains  and  penalties 
enacted  by  the  said  order.  It  is  really  unfortunate 
that  Trinidad  should  be  made  the  theatre  of  experi- 
ment on  all  occasions;  but  this  too  clearly  proves 
the  case,  from  Mr.  Canning’s  speech.  I send  you  a 
pamphlet,  published  by  a member  of  the  council  here; 
and,  although  it  relates  to  the  former  propositions  of 
carl  Bathurst  for  the  treatment  of  the  slaves,  still  you 
may  find  it  worth  perusal.” 

Demarara  is  still  in  a state  of  confusion  and  disor-  j 
der.  Those  who  took  the  least  part  in  defending  the  | 
missionary,  who  was  condemned  to  death,  but  pardon-  j 
cd  by  the  king  of  England,  are  persecuted  with  the  j 
greatest  severity.  Another  insurrection  of  the  slaves  j 
seems  to  be  apprehended. 

It  will  be  recollected  that  the  missionary,  Smith, ! 
died  in  prison.  In  relation  to  which  the  New-York  [ 
Commercial  Advertiser  says — In  our  West  India ; 
news,  a few  days  since,  we  gave  some  particulars  re- ! 
lative  to  the  treatment  experienced  by  Mrs.  Smith,  j 
and  the  counsel  of  her  unfortunate  husband,  previ-  ; 
ously  to  his  decease.  We  find  the  following  account 
of  another  barbarity  inflicted  upon  the  feelings  of 
this  lady,  in  a London  paper.  “On  the  evening  be-  ! 
fore  the  interment  of  her  husband,  Mrs.  Smith  receiv-  j 
ed  a message  from  the  governor,  informing  her  that } 
the  funeral  must  take  place  at  four  in  the  morning, 
and  that  neither  she  nor  her  friend,  Mrs.  Elliot,  j 
would  be  allowed  to  follow  the  corps  to  the  grave.  1 
Mrs.  Smith  was  exceedingly  distressed  by  this  man-  ! 
date,  and,  though  not  permitted  to  follow  her  hus-  j 
band  to  the  grave,  she  rose  at  three,  and,  accompanied  ■ 
by  Mrs.  Elliot,  and  conducted  by  a slave  with  a Ian-  j 
tern,  proceeded  to  the  burial  place  to  meet  the 
corpse.  The  usual  service  was  read  by  the  rev.  Mr. 
Austin.  It  is  easier  to  conceive  than  to  express  what 
a heart-rending  scene  this  must  have  proved  to  the 
afflicted  widow.” 


Emigration  of  Hie  Free  Blacks. 

New  York,  June  19 — A meeting  of  a number  of  our 
most  respectable  citizens  was  held  last  evening  at  the  J 
Nevv  York  institution,  to  take  into  consideration  the 
propositions  of  president  Boyer  relative  to  colonizing 
our  free  blacks  in  the  inland  of  St.  Domingo.  Dr. 
Spring  was  called  to  the  chair,  and  Hiram  Ketchum, 
esq.  appointed  secretary.  It  was  expected  that  the 
citizen  Granville  would  have  been  present,  to  have 
explained  more  fully  the  objects  of  his  government, 
and  the  extent  of  his  powers,  but  he  was  prevented  j 
attending  by  indisposition.  A free  enterchange  of 
the  views  and  opinions  of  gentlemen  was  had,  and  a 
very  general  opinion  was  expressed  in  favor  of  the 
organization  of  a society,  for  the  purpose  of  forward- 
ing the  views  of  the  president  of  Hayti.  The  prin- 
cipal question  agitated  was,  whether  any  correspon- 
dence should  be  opened  with  the  parent  Colonization 
Society,  or  whether  an  institution  should  be  organiz- 
ed entirely  separate  and  distinct  from  any  other. 
It  was  contended,  on  the  one  hand,  that  the  National 
Colonization  Society  was  decidedly  opposed  to  send- 
ing any  of  our  black  population  to  Ilayti— that  place 
being  considered  too  near  for  the  safety  of  our 
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southern  brethren,  whose  numerous  slave  population 
might  then  become  still  more  dangerous  than  at  pre- 
sent. It  was  also  contended  that  the  project  of  an 
African  colony  had  in  a manner  failed — that  the  cli- 
mate was  destructive — and  that  tlie  project  is  not 
only  becoming  more  and  more  unpopular  in  this  sec- 
tion of  the  country,  but  will,  in  the  end,  be  found  to 
be  impracticable.  Gen.  Mercer,  of  Virginia,  who 
was  present,  by  special  invitation,  being  requested  to 
explain  his  views,  and,  as  far  as  he  could,  those  of  the 
southern  gentlemen,  upon  this  interesting  subject, 
addressed  the  meeting  in  an  able  and  forcible  man- 
ner for  some  time.  He  was  totally  opposed,  and  so 
Avas  the  society,  (of  Avhich  he  is  one  of  the  managers,) 
to  the  Haytien  project.  But  he  denied  that  this  opposi- 
tion arose  from  any  apprehensions  of  danger.  lie  had 
never  heard  it  objected  that  Hayti  was  too  near. — 
But  he  contended  that  the  plan  was  entirely  inade- 
quate to  the  great  object  in  vieAv — viz:  the  coloniza- 
tion (ft  all  our  free  colored  population,  and  the  com- 
plete extinguishment  of  the  slave  trade.  Hayti  would 
not  afford  room  for  the  whole  of  this  population,  and 
the  slave  trade  could  not  be  effectually  stopped  Avith- 
out  planting  colonies  upon  the  western  coast  of  Africa. 
In  regard  to  the  alleged  failure  of  the  attempt  to  plant 
a colony  at  Cape  Messurado,  he  denied  that  it  had, 
comparatively  speaking,  been  even  unfortunate.— 
History  did  not  afford  an  example  where  so  much  had 
been  done,  in  so  short  a time,  and  with  so  little 
means.  It  had  been  more  favored  than  Sierra  Leone, 
or  any  of  the  European  colonies  upon  that  coast,  and 
even  the  colonization  of  New  York  and  Virginia  did 
not  commence  under  such  auspicious  circumstances; 
and  as  to  the  country  and  climate,  they  are  the  most 
fruitful  and  delightful  in  the  world.  Gen.  M.  ob- 
served that,  as  it  respected  the  offers,  now  made  by 
president  Boyer,  they  had  already  been  proposed  to 
the  Colonization  .Society  and  rejected.  And  proposi- 
tions still  more  favorable  had  been  made  by  France, 
the  government  of  which  had  offered  to  settle  this 
population  in  French  Guiana,  transport  them  thither, 
give  them  lands  and  support  them  until  they  should 
be  able  to  take  care  of  themselves,  and  even  bring 
them  back  again  at  the  end  of  tAVo  years,  should  the 
settlers  he  dissatisfied.  These  propositions  bad  also 
been  rejected,  upon  the  ground  that  the  great  object 
of  destroying  the  slave  trade,  so  dear  to  philanthro- 
pists, would  be  defeated.  A letter  Avas  afterwards  read 
from  gen.  Harper,  in  which  opinions  essentially  dif- 
ferent from  those  of  gen.  Mercer  were  expressed. — 
Gen.  H.  said  that  the  great  reason  of  the  opposition 
of  the  south  to  Hayti,  as  a colony,  Avas  its  proximitv 
to  us,  and  the  facility  of  communication  betAveen  the 
blacks  of  the  tAvo  countries  that  Avould  exist.  From 
the  tenor  of  the  letter,  hoffever,  if  we  understand  it 
correctly,  the  writer  and  many  others  Avould  have  no 
objection  to  a distinct  society  for  the  purpose  hoav  in 
view,  and  he  seemed  to  think  that  both  colonies  could 
be  prosecuted  successfully  at  once.  The  gentlemen 
present  seemed,  on  the  whole,  to  think  that  the  Hay- 
tien project  should  be  prosecuted,  if  at  all,  without 
any  reference  to  the  Colonization  Society,  and  Avith 
this  view  a committee  of  nine  Avas  appointed  to  re- 
port upon  the  subject  at  an  adjourned  meeting,  to  be 
held  on  Friday  evening  next,  at  six  o’clock.  The 
folloAving  gentlemen  compose  the  committee,  viz. — 
Thomas  Eddy , J.  Wdimpright , If.  Kdtchum , Geo.  ^Yew- 
hold,  P.  A.  Jay , Joseph  Smith , Isaac  Collins,  Aid.  Ccic- 
dreyand  Professor  Ch'iscom. — Com.  Adv. 

At  a special  meeting  of  the  managers  of  the  New 
York  Auxiliary  Colonization  Society,  held  at  the 
City-Hall,  on  Monday,  the  21st  inst.  the  folloAving 
preamble  and  resolutions  were  unanimously  adopt- 
ed, viz. 

Whereas,  a certain  pamphlet  has  lately  been  pub- 
lished, purporting  to  be  an  official  correspondence 
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between  Loring  D.  Dewey,  agent  of  the  Colonization 
Society  and  president  Boyer  of  Kayti,  in  reference 
to  the  emigration  of  colored  people  to  that  island, 
and 

Whereas,  in  consequence  of  said  correspondence; 
citizen  Granville  has  been  sent  by  president.  Boyer 
to  this  country,  as  an  agent,  with  funds  for  the  pur- 
pose, of  treating  with  the  Colonization  Society  on  the 
subject  of  said  correspondence,  and 

Whereas,  said  correspondence  was  commenced 
and  carried  on  by  Mr.  Loring  D.  Dewey,  without  the 
knowledge,  and  contrary  to  the  known  views  of  the 
American  Colonization  Society,  of  which  he  is  still 
an  agent,  and 

Whereas,  a meeting  of  certain  individuals  has  re- 
cently been  held  in  this  city,  in  consequence  of  such 
correspondence,  with  the  view  of  forming  at  once  an 
institution  for  the  purpose  of  availing  themselves  of 
this  occasion  to  promote  emigration  to  Kayti,  and 
thereby  interfere  with  the  great  national  object*  con- 
templated by  the  American  Colonization  Society — 
Therefore 

Resoloed , That  this  board  acting  as  auxiliary  to  the 
parent  society  at  Washington,  and  as  such,  being 
fully  apprised  of  their  views  in  reference  to  former 
applications  from  Hayti  and  elsewhere,  on  this  sub- 
ject, and  to  the  propriety  of  directing  their  operations 
"to  the  coast  of  Africa,  do  hereby  feel  constrained 
publicly  to  disclaim  any  knowledge  and  agency,  or 
assent  whatever,  on  the  part  of  the  parent  society,  or 
of  this  auxiliary,  as  to  this  correspondence. 

Resolved  also,  That  application  be  made  to  the 
parent  society  for  the  purpose  of  superseding  Loring 
P.  Dewey  from  his  commission  as  agent. 

! Resolved , That  the  foregoing  preamble  and  reso- 
lutions be  published. 

HENRY  RUTGERS,  president . 

ALEXANDER  M’LEOD,  vice  president. 

P.  N.  STRONG,  corresponding  secretary. 

JOHN  B.  BECK,  M.  D.  rec’g-  secretary. 
Committee  of  the  N.  Y.- Auxiliary  Colonization  Society. 

To  the  editors  of  the  Commercial  Advertiser. 

Gentlemen: — The  board  of  the  New  York  Auxiliary 
Colonization  Society,  having  seen  fit  to  publish  in 
your  paper  and  others,  a preamble  and  resolutions 
respecting  myself,  I will  thank  you  to  insert  the  fol-. 
lowing. 

The  preamble  begins  with  stating: 

“Wereas,  a certain  pamphlet  has  lately  been  pub- 
lished, purporting  to  be  an  ojjic  ial  correspondence 
between  Loring  D.  Dewey,  agent  of. the  Colonization 
Society,  and  president  Boyer,  of  Kayti,  in  reference 
to  the  emigration  of  colored  people  to  that  island.” 

The  pamphlet  is- before  the  public,  and  those  who 
will  take  the  pains  to  peruse  it,  will  perceive  it  does 
not  purport  to  be  an  official  correspondence. 

The  preamble  then  states: 

“Whereas,  said  correspondence  was  commenced 
and  carried  on  by  Mr.  Loring  D.  Dewey,  without  the 
knowledge  and  contrary  to  the  known  views  of  the 
American  Colonization  Society,  of  which  he  is  still 
an  agent.” 

There  are  two  errors  in  this  statement.  The  cor- 
respondence was  not  “commenced  and  carried  on” 
contrary  to  the  known  views  of  the  American  Colo- 
nization Society,  and  Mr.  Dewey  is  net  ‘still  an  agent’ 
of  that  society. 

As  these  are  the  basis  of  the  resolutions  which  fol- 
low, it  will  be  at  once  perceived  they  are  wholly  ir- 
relevant; and  I cannot  but  regard  the  publication  of 
these  resolutions,  without  once  consulting  me,  or  giv- 
ing me  the  opportunity  to  inform  them  of  the  facts,  as 
ahasty  and  very  unhandsome  proceeding. 

In  reference  to  your  own  remarks  in  your  paper,  I 
trill  say,  the  statement  that  1 wrote  at  the  request  of 


several  gentlemen  is  not  correct , although  I am  wel' 
aware  that  you  were  so  informed,  and  had  every  rea- 
son to  believe  in  its  accuracy.  I wrote  at  my  own 
suggestion;  and  the  consultation  which  you  refer  to 
was  not  till  the  middle  of  April,  and  my  letter  to 
president  Boyer  is  dated  4th  March — so  the  apology 
you  made  forme  does  not  apply,  and  the  error  you. 
supposed  1 committed  did  not  exist. 

L.  D.  DEWEY 

From  the  New- York  Commercial  Advertiser,,  of  June  26. 

Emigration  to  Hayti.  An  adjourned  meeting  of 
these  gentlemen  who  have  taken  an  active  part  in 
the  incipient  measures  connected  with  this  benevo- 
lent object,  was  held  last  evening  in  the  New-York 
Institution.  Dr.  Spring  not  being  present,  Thomas 
Eddy  was  called  to  the  chair.  The  committee  ap- 
pointed at  a former  meeting  made  a report  in  favor  of 
the  immediate  organization  of  a society  to  aid  in  the 
great  object,  which,  after  some  little  discussion,  was 
adopted  nearly  unanimously.  Indeed,  the  only  dif- 
ference of  opinion  that  was  manifested,  was  upon  the 
comparatively  unimportant  question,  whether  the  so- 
ciety should  be  general  in  its  character,  or  by  its  title 
be  mad.*',  a local  one,  to  co-operate  with  such  others 
as  may  be  formed  in  the  neighboring  states.  On  the 
one  hand,  it  was  contended,  that,  this  is  a difficult 
and  a delicate  subject  to  manage,  in  consequence  of 
the  peculiar  situation  and  feelings  of  our  southern 
brethren;  and  in  consequence  also  of  jealousies  that 
may  spring  up  between  the  society  about  to  be  or- 
ganized, and  the  Colonization  Society,  In  reply  to 
this  it  was  urged,  that  there  could  be  no  reasonable 
ground  for  such  feelings  on  the  part  of  our  southern 
friends,  as  the  object  we  have  in  view  is  totally  dis- 
tinct from  theirs.  They  are  engaged  in  planting  a 
colony  upon  the  western  coast  of  Africa;  but,  we  pro- 
pose no  such  thing.  We  are  not  forming  a coloniza- 
tion society,  but  only  providing  means  to  assist  an  un- 
fortunate portion  of  our  population  to  emigrate  to  a 
more  genial  country,  among  their  own  people,  and 
where  a well  organized  government  is  not  only  in 
successful  operation,  but  firmly  established.  There 
is  no  necessity,  therefore,  for  jealousies  or  the  least 
collision  between  us.  It  was  also  further  urged,  that, 
there  appears  to  be  but  little  reason  to  suppose  that 
these  jealousies  will  exist  to  any  considerable  extent. 
The  project  has  been  very  favorably  received  by  the 
public,  and  very  kindly  spoken  of  by  the  editors  of  all 
the  leading  papers  as  far  south  as  Baltimore.  Indeed 
it  seems  to  have  enlisted  all  the  generous  feelings, 
and  best  energies,  of  the  benevolent  and  philan- 
thropic, as  far  as  we  have  heard  from  the  adjacent 
cities,  and  country  town3.  The  report,  as  we  have 
said  above,  was  accepted,  and  a society  organized 
upon  the  plan  recommended,  viz:  its  concerns  to  be 
exclusively  managed  by  a board  of  twenty-five  direc- 
tors. Twenty  dollars  secures  a life-membership,  and 
other  than  life  members  are  to  pay  three  dollars  pci 
annum. 

These  measures  having  been  adopted,,  citizen 
Granville,  who  was  present,  rose,  and  in  neat  and 
forcible  terms  expressed  the  great  satisfaction  which 
he  felt  on  the  occasion.  He  moreover  stated,  that  he 
was  charged  by  his  countrymen  to  make  the  inquiry 
whether,  if  a society  of  a similar  kind  should  be 
formed  in  Hayti,  it  would  be  agreeable  to  this  society 
! to  allow  them  to  co-operate  with  us,  and  to  place  in 
our  hands,  and  at  our  disposal,  all  the  funds  which, 
as  private  individuals,  they  might  he  able  to  raise. 
The  proposition  was  acceded  to,  with  much  satisfac- 
tion, and  a resolution  of  thanks  for  the  generous  pre 
. posals  adopted. 

A communication  was  also  received  from  the  rev. 
Mr.  Cornish,  the  rev.  Peter  Williams,  and  others,  a 
: committee  appointed  at  a meeting  of  the  colored 
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population  of  this  city,  held  a few  days  since,  to  take 
into  consideration  the  subject  of  emigration  to  Ilayti. 
From  this  communication  it  appears  that  the  project 
is  a very  popular  one,  and  the  most  respectable  part 
of  that  population  are  desirous  of  rendering  all  the 
assistance  in  their  power  in  the  important  work.  They 
express,  however,  in  strong  and  feeling  terms,  the  re- 
gret which  they  feel  at  the  language  too  frequently 
made  use  of  in  papers  and  communications,  respect- 
ing the  moral  character  and  condition  of  their  people. 
It  is  true,  they  admit,  that  from  the  prejudice  and  op- 
pression under  which  they  have  suffered,  their  condi- 
tion is  far  from  being  an  enviable  one;  but  they  are  not 
all,  without  any  exception,  the  miserable  and  degrad- 
ed and  vicious  beings  that  they  have  been  represented 
to  be;  and  they  fear  that  such  representations  will 
have  a tendency  to  injure  them  in  the  country  where 
many  of  them  will  undoubtedly  feel  disposed  to  emi- 
grate They  are  pleased  with  the  organization  of  the 
society,  and  submit  the  proposition  whether  it  would 
not  be  well  for  them  to  organize  a society  also,  to  aid 
and  assist,  and  select  and  recommend  to  our  attention 
those  among  their  people  who  wish  to  emigrate,  and 
whom  they  can  so  recommend.  The  communication 
was  referred  to  the  board  of  directors,  and  the  meet- 
ing adjourned. 


order,  and  the  others  they  will  be  able  to  repair  with 
the  tools  and  materials  I gave  them.  The  number 
of  inhabitants  is  tAvo  hundred  and  thirty-seven,  seven- 
ty-eight of  them  capable  of  bearing  arms,  who  arc 
formed  into  a company,  and  muster,  for  exercise, 
every  Saturday.  They  all  have  very  good  houses,  and 
some  of  them  begin  to  cultivate  gardens.  They  have 
also  cleared  a considerable  piece  of  ground  intended 
for  cultivation.  They  catch  in  the  river  a variety  of 
fine  fish  and  plenty  of  oysters:  they  have  an  abundance 
of  fine  timber,  and  the  soil  is  very  good;  and  they  all 
appeared  to  be  quite  contented  with  their  situation. 
They  probably  enjoy  as  good  health  there  as  they 
would  in  any  part  of  the  world.  Of  the  last  emigrants, 
one  hundred  and  five,  all  have  gone  through  their  sea- 
soning— three  young  children  only  have  died,  and  they 
with  complaints  incident  to  every  climate  and  coun- 
try. 

“1  have  made  this  detailed  report,  believing  it  would 
be  agreeable  to  you,  to  the  society,  and  to  all  those 
friendly  to  the  settlement,- to  know  exactly  how  these 
people  are  situated,  as  1 have  been  informed  at  St. 
Thomas  that  there  are,  at  present,  very  discouraging 
reports  in  circulation  in  the  United  States.” 

From  ike  National  Intelligencer,  of  June  25. 


THE  AFRICAN  COLONY. 

l.xlractof  a letter  from  lie  id.  comdt.  John  D.  SJoat  to 
commodore  David  Porter,  commanding  United  States' 
squadron  in  the  West  Indies,  coast  of  Africa,  &;c.  dated, 
U.  S.  schooner  Grampus,  Matanzas,  May  29, 1824. 
;‘In  conformity  to  your  orders  of  the  24th  of  Janua- 
ry, 1821,  I sailed  from  Hampton  Roads  on  the  28th 
February,  and  proceeded  to  the  coast  of  Africa.  On 
the  4 ill  of  April  I anchored  at  Cape  Mesurado,  and 
visited  the  colony  of  free  people  of  color,  where  I re- 
mained eight  days,  and  have  the  satisfaction  to  report 
that  I found  them  comfortably  settled  and  at  peace 
ivith  all  the  neighboring  nations,  although  they  ap- 
prehend that  the  tribe  they  had  the  difficulty  with,  pre- 
vious to  the  visit  of  the  Cyane,  is  not  friendly  to  them, 
yet  they  do  not  believe  they  will  venture  to  attack 
them  again,  particularly  since  my  visit,  as  I gave  the 
natives  to  understand  that  I should  return  there  short- 
ly, and  they  know  that  I supplied  the  colony  with  am- 
munition, provisions,  &c.  &c.  a return  of  which  I en- 
close. The  appearance  of  the  Grampus  on  the  coast 
has  been  of  essential  service  to  the  settlement.  The 
trade  with  the  natives  in  their  immediate  vicinity  had 
been  stopped  for  some  time;  but  when  they  found  the 
Grampus  to  bo  a vessel  of  Avar,  the  king  sent  in  word 
that  he  would  open  the  trade;  and,  before  I left  there, 
the  natives  began  to  come  in  Avith  provisions  and  other 
articles  in  considerable  numbers.  The  agent  for  the 
United  States,  as  well  as  that  for  the  Colonization  So- 
ciety, had  left  the  settlement  some  time  before  my  ar- 
"ival.  They  have  appointed  acting  agents,  Mr.  Wa- 
•ing  for  the  United  States,  and  Mr.  Johnson  for  the 
society,  both  colored  men.  By  their  advice,  the  peo- 
ple have  elected  a council  of  twelve,  to  assist  in  ma- 
naging the  affairs  of  the  oolony,  arid  by  Avhat  I could 
discover,  they  appear  to  be  doing  very  well.  But  they 
are  extremely  desirous  to  have  the  advice  of  good 
'.gents.  they  say  they  do  not  yet  feel  themselves 
competent  to  manage  the  establishment.  Their  set- 
• lenient  i very  pleasantly  situated  on  a narroAv  pen- 
insula, fhe  sea  mi  one  side  and  Mesurado  river  on  the 
other,  cm  high  ground ; and  they  have  for  its  protection 
a tolerable  good  lort,  built  of  stone,  atone  end  of  the 
village,  on  which  are  mounted,  at  present,  one  long 
eighteen  pounder,  and  two  eighteen  pound  gunnades. 
At  the  other  extremity  is  a block-house,  with  ope  nine 
pounder  and  one  six.  They  also  have  mounted  one 
orass  four  pound  field  piece,  and  one  two  pound  swiv- 
el besides  several  other  guns  not  mounted,  and  about 
'me  hundred  muskets,  eighty  of  Avhich  are  in  ""and 


TO  CHRISTIANS  IN  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

The  Colonization  Society  appeals  to  you,  as  the  dis- 
ciples of  the  most  humane,  benevolent  and  philan- 
thropic master.  It  invites  you  to  remember,  on  the 
day  consecrated  to  a thankful  recollection  of  our 
national  independence  and  the  high  privileges  of  our 
political  existence,  those  AArhose  freedom  is  but  a 
name,  and  whose  degradation  in  this  country  must  be 
perpetual.  It  calls  upon  Christian  friends  to  con- 
tribute, according  to  their  ability,  to  the  execution 
of  a plan  which  will  raise  the  fallen,  illuminate  the 
ignorant,  and  plant  the  seeds  of  knoAvledge  and  virtue 
on  a shore,  where  injustice  and  superstition  have 
long  and  cruelly  oppressed  our  race.  It  invites  you  to 
I aid  in  a work  of  mercy  to  human  nature,  both  in  this 
! country  and  in  Africa — to  remove  obstacles  which 
i obstruct  the  march  of  freedom — to  annihilate  the 
j traffic  in  human  blood,  and  to  lift  up  the  cross,  the 
; sign  of  immortality  and  salvation,  before  the  barbs  - 
| rians  of  a mighty  continent.  It  would  influence  you 
| not  only  by  motives  of  duty  and  charity,  but  also  by 
! those  of  policy  and  interest"  Consider  the  condition 
; and  prospects  of  our  country.  The  rapid  increase  of 
our  colored  population  portends  misery,  if  not  ruin. 

I We  cherish  within  the  midst  of  us  the  elements  of 
| destruction.  Let  us,  then,  by  a magnanimous  effort, 

| maintain  and  strengthen  our  African  colony— a colc- 
; ny  AArhich  Godvhas  protected — a colony  Avhich  Aviil 
j afford  to  those  Avho  may  be  transferred  to  it,  inva- 
luable blessings,,  and,  Avhile  it  contributes  essentially 
| to  our  national  felicity,  will  prove  us  benevolent— 
{prove  us  just.  Tavo  hundred  and  forty  emigrants 
; Averc,  by  the  most  recent  accounts,  in  health  at  Mon- 
rovia. They  rejoice  in  their  situation,  and  invite 
their  brethren  to  become  members  of  their  society. 
:It  is  Avith  you,  Christians?  to  decide  whether  this 
I settlement  shall  live  and  prosper  The  funds  of  the 
j Colonization  Society  are  exhausted.  It,  therefore,  in 
the  name  of  humanity’  and  religion,  implores  your 
j assistance.  Several  ecclesiastical  bodies  have,  much 
to  their  honor,  requested  their  churches  to  c-  jitri- 
Ibutein  aid  of  the  Colonization  Society  on  the  fourth 
j of  July.  Ministers  of  Jesus!  Ave  ask  you,  in  the  name. 

; of  millions  in  this  land  and  in  Africa,  to  lend  you 
>aid  on  that  Sabbath  which  must  excite  the.  wanner . 
gratitude  of  the  patriot  and  truest  devotion  of  the. 

: Christian,  to  this  great  cause  of  God  and  man. 


Bv  or: 


of  the  board  of  managers, 
ft.  II.  GT;i> 
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C ongressional  Report. 

Report  of  the  select  committee  to  whom  ivas  referred  the 
^ address  of  Ninian  Edwards. 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES MAY  25. 

The  select  co  remittee,  to  which  was  referred  the 
memorial,  or  address,  of  Ninian  Edwards,  report: — 
That,  immediately  on  their  appointment,  as  the  house 
has  already  been  informed,  they  communicated  a 
copy  of  this  .address  to  the  secretary  of  the  treasury; 
and  they  also  ordered  the  attendance  of  Mr.  Edwards, 
to  he  examined  before  them,  as  a witness,  touching 
the  various  charges  in  the  memorial.  For,  although, 
in  that  address,  he  refers  to  papers  and  documents, 
accessible  to  the  committee  without  his  presence,  as 
the  main  supports  of  his  charges,  yet  the  committee 
were  of  opinion  that  these  charges  were  not  such  as 
should  be  either  lightly  made,  or  superficially  exam- 
ined; and  that  it.  ought  not  to  content  itself  with  any 
investigation  short  of  one  in  which  the  accuser 
should  have  an  opportunity  of  being  personally  pre- 
sent, the  better  to  sustain  the  charges,  if  they  were 
capable  of  being  sustained,  or  to  bear  the  proper 
responsibility,  if,  failing  to  sustain  them,  he  should 
appear  to  have  brought  them  forward,  in  a form  thus 
positive  and  imposing,  from  personal  and  improper 
motives,  or  upon  frivolous  pretexts.  And  the  com- 
mittee is  still  of  opinion,  that  this  investigation  ought 
not  to  be  finally  closed,  without  the  personal  exami- 
nation of  Mr.  Edwards;  and,  in  proceeding  to  make 
any  report  on  the  subject,  at  the  present  time,  and  be- 
fore such  examination  is  had,  the  committee  acts  only 
from  the  necessity  imposed  upon  it,  by  the  approach- 
ing close  of  the  session,  and  by  a sense  of  duty  w hich 
dictates  that  it  ought  not  to  postpone,  to  a distant  day, 
all  communication  to  the  house  on  a subject  so  inte- 
resting to  the  government,  and  so  nearly  affecting  the 
honor  and  integrity  of  one  of  its  highest  officers. 

Under  the  influence  of  these  motives,  the  committee 
makes  this  report,  as  the  result  of  its  examination  of 
the  papers  referred  to  in  the  address,  and  such  other 
proofs  as  the  committee  could  command.  Whatso- 
ever is  here  said,  therefore,  must  be  received  with 
the  qualification,  that,  although  the  committee  do  not 
know  that  Mr.  Edwards,  if  present,  could  commu- 
nicate any  fact  likely  to  be  important,  they  do  not 
know,  on  the  other  hand,  that  he  might  not  do  so; 
and  he  has  had  no  opportunity  to  be  examined,  or  to 
give  any  reply  to  the  answer  of  the  secretary,  which 
the  committee  has  received,  and  which  has  already 
been  printed,  by  order  of  the  house. 

The  address  contains  two  general  charges  against 
the  secretary;  one,  of  mismanaging  the  public  funds; 
under  which,  various  illegal  transactions  are  alleged, 
in  reference  to  the  deposite  of  the  public  moneys  in 
certain  banks,  and  the  mode  in  which  such  moneys 
were  allowed,  afterwards,  to  be  repaid;  the  other, 
imputing  to  the  secretary  the  suppression  of  papers 
and  documents,  or  failing  to  communicate  them, 
when  they  ought  to  have  been  communicated,  in 
answer  to  resoliitions  of  the  houses  of  congress. 

The  committee  has  given  its  attention  to  each  of 
these  divisions  of  charge. 

And,  first,  as  to  the  conduct  of  the  treasury  depart- 
ment, in  regard  to  the  deposites  of  the  public  moneys 
in  the  banks,  and  the  manner  in  wTiich  such  banks 
were  allowed  to  repay  to  the  treasur^the  balances  of 
such  deposites: 

By  the  resolution  of  congress  of  April  30th,  3 S 1 6, 
it  is  declared,  “That  the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  be, 
and  he  hereby  is,  required  and  directed  to  adopt  such 
measures  as  ho  may  deem  necessary,  to  cause,  as  soon 
as  may  be,  all  duties,  taxes,  debts,  or  sums  of  money, 
accruing,  or  becoming  payable,  to  the  United  States, 
to  be  collected  and  paid  in  the  legal  currency  of  the 
United  States,  or  treasury  notes,  or  notes  of  the  bank 
of  the  United  States,  as  by  law  provided  and  declar- 


ed, or  in  the  notes  of  banks  which  are  payable  and 
paid,  on  demand,  in  the  said  legal  currency  of  the 
United  States;  and  that,  from  and  after  the  20th  day 
of  February  next,  no  such  duties,  taxes,  debts,  or 
sums  of  money,  accruing,  or  becoming  payable,  to 
the  United  States,  as  aforesaid,  ought  to  be  collected 
or  received,  otherwise  than  in  the  legal  currency  of 
the  United  States,  or  treasury  notes,  or  notes  of  the 
j bank  of  the  United  States,  or  in  notes  of  banks  which 
I are  payable  and  paid,  on  demand,  in  the  said  legaj 
; currency  of  the  United  States.” 

At  the  time  of  the  adoption  of  this  resolution,  debts 
accruing  to  the  United  States,  whether  on  account  of 
; the  sales  of  public  lands,  or  at  the  custom  house,  or 
from  other  sources  of  revenue,  were,  in  fact,  receiv- 
; ed,  in  some  parts  of  the  country,  but  evidently  in 
disregard  of  the  law,  in  the  notes  of  the  state  banks 
1 which  did  not  redeem  their  paper  by  cash  payments. 
By  this  resolution,  it  was  obviously  made  the  duty  of 
i the  treasury  to  correct  that  departure  from  law,  as 
i soon  as  practicable;  and  it  was,  as  is  equally  obvious, 
imperative  on  the  department,  after  the  20th  Feb. 

' 1817,  to  allow  nothing  to  be  received  in  payment  of 
debts  due  to  the  United  States,  but  the  legal  money  of 
the  United  States,  treasury  notes,  notes  of  the  bank 
1 of  the  United  States,  or  of  those  state  banks,  the  notes 
of  which  were  payable  and  paid,  on  demand,  in  cash, 
j The  bank  of  the  United  States  was  incorporated  in 
April,  1816,  and  went  into  operation  at  the  com- 
mencement of  the  next  year.  By  the  act  of  incorpo- 
ration, it  is  provided  and  declared,  “that  the  deposites 
; of  the  money  of  the  United  States,  in  places  in  which 
j the  said  bank  and  branches  thereof  may  be  establish- 
ed, shall  be  made  in  said  bank  and  branches  thereof, 
unless  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  shall,  at  any  time, 
otherwise  order  and  direct:  in  which  case,  thfe  secre- 
tary of  the  treasury  shall  immediately  lay  before 
congress,  if  in  session,  and  if  not,  immediately  after 
j the  commencement  of  the  next  session,  the  reasons  of 
; such  order  or  direction.” 

The  present  secretary  of  the  treasury  wras  appoint- 
ed to  that  office  in  October,  1816. 

In  the  early  part  of  the  year  1817,  it  is  represented 
I by  the  secretary,  and  appears  to  be  true,  that  an  ar- 
j rangemenfwas  made  with  the  bank  of  the  U.  States, 

| by  which  the  public  funds  were  to  be  deposited  in 
J the  branches  of  that  institution,  in  all  places  where 
| such  branches  existed;  and  where  there  were  no  such 
| branches,  that  bank  was  to  designate  certain  state 
I banks  for  which  it  would  be  responsible,  and  in  which 
{ such  public  moneys  should  be  deposited;  and  notes  of 
j all  banks,  which  the  bank  of  the  United  States  would 
; receive  in  deposite  as  cash,  and  none  other,  were  to 
j be  received  on  sales  of  the  public  lands. 

It  is  further  represented,  that,  in  the  execution  of 
: this  arrangement,  difficulties  and  controversies  arose 
! between  the  bank  of  the  United  States  and  the  state 
banks  thus  employed  in  receiving  the  deposites  of  the 
'public  moneys;  and,  ere  long  the  bank  of  the  United 
j States  signified  to  the  department  of  the  treasury, 
i that  it  could  not  continue  such  arrangement;  and 
; that,  thenceforward,  it  could  receive  nothing  in  de- 
| posite,  as  cash,  but  the  legal  currency  of  the  country, 
for  its  own  notes.  The  agreement  with  the  bank  of 
: the  United  States  terminated,  for  these  reasons,  on 
! 30th  June,  1818. 

It  would  appear,  that  many  of  the  state  banks 
which  had,  in  1817,  resumed  specie  payments,  soon 
after  this  period,  that  is  to  say,  in  the  latter  part  of 
1 1818,  discontinued  such  payments;  and  that  the  debt 
i due  to  the  United  Ststes,  on  account  of  the  sales  of 
| the  public  land, had  very  greatly  increased;  amount- 
ing, in  the  early  part  of  1819,  to  not  less  than 
i 18,000,000  of  dollars.  The  public  expenditure  in  the 
{ western  states  was  not  such  as  to  require,  ivithin  those 
states,  the  disbursement  of  the  money  received  on 
! account  of  this  debt:  but  much  the  l rger  part  was 
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to  be  remitted,  either  to  the  scat  of  government,  or  to  ■ 
other  places  in  the  Atlantic  states. 

About  this  period,  also,  the  bank  of  the  U.  States 
issued  orders  prohibiting  its  western  branches  from 
issuing  any  of  their  own  notes  for  circulation,  even  in 
exchange  for,  or  on  deposite  of,  specie. 

Under  these  circumstances,  the  secretary  of  the 
treasury  appears  to  have  entered  into  arrangements 
with  some  of  the  local  or  state  banks,  generally  those 
which  had  acted  as  agents  of  the  bank  of  the  United 
States,  for  the  purpose  of  employing  them  as  deposi- 
tories of  the  public  money,  and  in  the  transfer  of  such 
money,  when  required,  to  places  where  it  might  be 
wanted  In  the  course  of  government  disbursements. 

Among  the  earliest  of  these,  was  that  proposed  to  ! 
the  bank  of  Missouri,  by  letters  from  the  secretary,  j 
of  the  1st  and  the  11th  of  July,  ISIS,  immediately 
after  the  termination  of  the  agreement  before  men- 1 
tioned,  with  the  bank  of  the  United  States;  which 
letters,  indeed,  have  the  form  of  circulars  to  all  the  i 
banks  in  which  the  public  moneys  were  at  that  time 
deposited,  that  is  to  say,  the  banks  which  have  been 
employed  by  the  bank  of  the  United  States,  during  the  ! 
continuance  of  its  arrangement  before  mentioned,  j 
with  the  treasury.  The  bank  of  Missouri  was  one  of! 
these.  It  was  now  informed,  that,  since  that  agree-  j 
mer.t  had  come  to  an  end  on  the  30th  of  June,  all  j 
sums  deposited  in  the  bank  of  Missouri  after  that  j 
time,  must  be  subject  to  the  drafts  of  the  treasury,  j 
and  would  be  drawn  for,  as  occasion  should  require, 
in  the  following  manner,  viz:  if  in  favor  of  indivi- 
duals, drafts  to  be  paid  at  sight;  if  in  favor  of  the  j 
bank  of  the  United  Stales,  in  sixty  days;  drafts  of  the  , 
latter  description  to  be  so  made  that  the  money  should  ! 
be  drawn  out  and  transferred  gradually,  and  not  en  ; 
masse.  The  reason  of  this  distinction  between  drafts  j 
to  individuals  and  drafts  to  the  bank  of  the  United  j 
States,  appears  to  be,  that  drafts  in  favor  of  indivi-  j 
duals,  being  probably  intended  for  funds  to  be  ex-  j 
pended  in  the  neighborhood  of  the  bank,  would  be  ( 
ordinarily  paid  in  the  notes  of  the  bank  itself,  or  other  j 
similar  paper;  but  that  those  notes  in  favor  of  the  ! 
bank  of  the  United  States,  would  be  such  as  required  j 
payment  in  specie,  or  in  United  States’  bank  bills,  or  j 
transfers  of  credit  to  its  branches;  operations  which  J 
might  reasonably  require  time.  On  the  1st  of  August,  [ 
the  bank  of  Missouri  signified  its  acceptance  of  the  ; 
conditions  of  this  proposition. 

On  the  21st  of  December,  ISIS,  the  secretary,  by  j 
letter,  addressed  to  the  president  of  the  bank  of  Ed-  j 
wardsvijle,  signified  his  disposition  to  employ  that  j 
bank  also  in  receiving  the  deposites  of  the  public  mo-  : 
ncy>;and  on  the  1st  of  February  following,  that  bank  i 
assented  to  the  terms.  A similar  arrangement  wms 
made,  nearly  at  the  same  lime,  with  the  bank  of  11- 
iinoi- , the  bank  of  Huntsville,  and  the  Tombeckbe 
bank. 

Shortly  after  the  date  of  these  transactions,  how- 
< ver,  a more  general  system  of  employing  state  banks, 
lor  the  purpose  before  mentioned,  was  adopted,  and 
conditions  more  precise,  and  which  wrerc  thought 
more  favorable  to  the  banks,  were  proposed.  The 
leading  feature  in  this  new  proposition  was,  that,  as 
• n inducement  to  undertake  Ihe  engagement,  it  was 
agreed,  on  the  part  of  the  treasury,  to  allow  the  bank 
i permanent  deposite  of  a stipulated  sum,  not  liable 
'o  be  drawn  out  or  diminished,  except  in  a Specified 
case.  The  use  of  this  deposite  was  to  be  the  equiva- 
lent for  the  responsibility  of  receiving  and  keeping 
the  funds,  and  the  expense  of  transferring  them, 
without  further  charge  on  the  treasury,  to  such  places 
as  might  be  agreed  on,  or  required. 

Arrangements  of  this  nature  were  made  with  the 
nank  of  Steubenville,  hank  of  Chillicothe,  Franklin 
bank  of  Columbus,  Farmers  and  Mechanics’  bank  of 
Indiana,  bank  of  Illinois  at  Shawneetown,  branch 
aank  of  Kentucky  at  Louisville,  hank  of  Tombeckbe  I 


at  Saint  Stephens,  Planters  and  Merchants’  bank  of 
Huntsville,  bank  of  Missouri,  bank  of  Vincennes, 
bank  of  Edwardsville,  and  Farmers  and  Mechanics’ 
bank  of  Cincinnati. 

The  terms,  in  general,  agreed  to  between  the  trea- 
sury and  these  several  banks  were,  in  substance: 

1st.  That  the  hank  should  receive,  in  deposite,  to 
the  credit  of  the  treasury,  as  cash,  from  the  receivers 
of  public  moneys,  all  current  notes  of  such  banks  as 
maintain  cash  payments;  with  power,  however,  to 
discontinue  to  receive  the  notes  of  any  particular 
bank,  on  giving  seasonable  notice  of  such  intention  to 
the  receiver. 

2d.  That  the  bank  should  pay.  at  sight  all  drafts 
from  the  treasury;  and  should,  also,  transfer,  on  re- 
quest, all  sum9  on  hand  beyond  the  amount  of  the 
stipulated  permanent  deposite,  to  the  bank  of  the 
United  States,  or  certain  enumerated  branches  of 
that  bank;  and  that  a fixed  sum  should  remain  in  the 
bank,  as  before  mentioned,  as  a permanent  depositc.- 
to  be  transferred,  however,  to  the  bank  of  the  United 
States,  in  six  months  after  the  termination  of  the 
agreement. 

3d.  That,  if  the  money  were  wanted  for  disburse- 
ment in  the  neighborhood  of  the  banks,  it  might  be 
drawn  for,  at  sight,  notwithstanding  such  drafts  might 
reduce  the  permanent  deposite  below  the  stipulated 
sum. 

The  amount  of  this  permanent  deposite  was  to  be 
increased,  if  it  should  appear  that  the  bank  should  re- 
ceive and  transfer  such  large  sums  as  that  the  expense 
thereof  should  not  be  considered  as  compensated  by 
the  benefit  of  the  deposite  which  had  b6en  stipulated. 
It  was,  also,  prescribed,  that  the  bank  should  render 
to  the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  and  to  the  treasurer, 
duplicate  monthly  returns  of  its  accounts  with  the 
treasurer;  and  to  the  secretary,  confidential  monthly 
returns  of  the  state  of  its  own  affairs;  showing,  also, 
the  credits  of  all  public  officers  in  the  bank;  and,  also, 
quarterly  lists,  or  returns,  of  all  its  debtors;  to  the 
end  that  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  might  deter- 
mine on  the  propriety  of  continuing  the  public  de- 
posite in  such  bank. 

Such  was  the  general  nature  of  the  arrangements 
as  they  were  adopted  and  entered  into  with  the  banks. 
There  were,  however,  variations  in  some  other  par- 
ticulars. In  the  bank  of  Steubenville,  for  instance, 
the  public  money  in  the  bank,  or  due  from  it  at  the 
time  of  the  arrangement,  was  declared  not  to  fall 
within  the  arrangement;  in  other  instances,  nothing 
is  said  of  such  balances;  and  in  others,  again,  it  was 
declared  that  they  should  be  embraced  by  the  agree- 
ment. 

The  following  table  shows  the  amount  of  the  pei- 
manent  deposite  allowed  to  each  bank,  respectively, 
as  the  equivalent  for  the  services  rendered,  or  ex- 
pected to  be  rendered,  by  it  to  the  treasury; 


Bank  of  Steubenville  $50,000 

Bank  of  Chillicothe  100,000 

Franklin  bank  of  Columbus  20,000 

Farmers  and  Mechanics’  bank  of  Indiana  40,000 
Bank  of  Illinois  at  Shawneetown  50,000 

Branch  bank  of  Kentucky  at  Louisville  100,000 
Bank  of  Tombecbe  at  St.  Stephen’s  100,000 

Planters  and  Merchants’  bank  of  Huntsville  75,000 
Bank  of  Missouri  150,000 

Bank  of  Vincennes  75,000 

Bank  of  Edwardsville  40,000 


Farmers  and  Mechanics’  bank  of  Cincinnati  100,000 
The  amount  of  these  permanent  deposites  is  nine 
hundred  thousand  dollars,  the  interest  on  which  sum, 
at  six  per  cent,  would  be  fifty-four  thousand  dollars. 

It  is  alleged  in  the  memorial,  that  this  sum  of  fifty 
four  thousand  dollars  was  thus  annually  paid  for  re- 
ceiving and  transmitting  the  public  money;  a service 
which,  it  is  said,  the  hank  of  the  United  States  was 
bound  to  perform  without  any  compensation.  The 
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committee  does  not  see  the  ground  of  this  obligation 
on  thebankof  the  United  States.  That  institution  is, 
indeed,  bound  to  give  necessary  facilities  for  trans- 
ferring the  public  funds  from  place  to  place,  but  this 
can  only  mean  cash  funds;  and  it  is  bound,  also,  to 
receive  money  in  deposite  for  the  United  States;  but 
it  is  not  bound  to  receive  in  deposite,  as  cash,  the 
bills  of  any  banks  whatever  but  its  own,  although  they 
may  come  within  the  provisions  of  the  resolution  of 
1816.  The  committee  does  not  perceive  any  thing  in 
the  principle  of  these  arrangements  with  the  banks, 
either  in  violation  of  law,  or  contrary  to  the  usage 
of  the  government:  since  the  treasury  has,  for  many 


toriety  of  the  fact  is  also  relied  on,  to  show  that  n© 
improper  conduct,  or  desire  to  conceal  it,  produced 
the  omission. 

The  committee  sees  no  reason  to  doubt  this  state- 
ment, or  to  attribute  any  improper  motive  to  the  se- 
cretary, in  this  inattention  to  the  directions  of  the 
act. 

The  charges  relative  to  the  bank  of  Missouri,  are, 
in  substance, 

That  Ibis  bank  was  unworthy  of  credit  at  the  time 
the  deposites  of  public  moneys  were  suffered  to  accu- 
mulate in  it  to  a large  and  improper  amount: 

That  the  permanent  deposite  allowed  it  was  illegal 
years,  had  agreements  with  more  or  less  of  the  banks,  j and  unreasonably  large: 

by  which  the  public  moneys  were  deposited  in  such  I That  those  returns  and  statements  of  its  affair =. 
banks,  and  drawn  from  them  when  wanted;  certain  | which  the  secretary  had  himself  considered  essential, 
terms  and  conditions,  as  to  the  mode  of  drawing,  be- 1 were  not  exacted: 

ing  stipulated,  such  as  were  thought  beneficial,  botli  And,  finally,  that,  in  payment  of  its  debt,  a large 
to  the  treasury  and  the  hanks.  Indeed,  it  may  be ' amount  of  uncurrent  notes  was  received,  some  of 
proper  to  ooserve  here,  that  it  seems  to  have  been  j them  not  worth  twenty-five  cents  in  the  dollar,  con- 
assumed  by  dilferent  officers  at  the  head  of  the  trea-  i trary  to  the  positive  injunctions  of  the  resolution  of 
sury  department,  that  it  was  their  duty  to  direct  itsj  1816. 

operations  to  the  support  of  different  moneyed  insii- i The  committee  thinks  it  very  probable  that  the 
tutions,  whenever  their  affairfe  required  support,  so  j bank  of  Missouri  did  make  an  improper,  perhaps  an 
as  to  defeat  combinations  against  them,  and  preserve  excessive,  issue  of  its  paper;  although  the  mode 
an  equilibrium  of  credit  among  them.  And  the  prac-  j adopted  in  the  address,  of  estimating  that  excess,  ap~ 
lice  appears  to  be  in  conformity  with  this  principle  | pears  not  altogether  correct,  as  it  omits  to  mention 
from  a very  early  day.  That  benefit  may  occasion-  the  permanent  deposite  of  the  government  in  calcu- 
ally  result,  and  has  resulted,  from  such  operations,  j lating  the  fund  on  which  the  emission  might  be  made, 
is  evident;  but  this  is  no  legal  employment  of  public  i If  the  capital  of  the  bank  were,  as  is  stated,  $210, 00C, 
funds.  It  is  nothing  but  a gratuitous  loan.  The  ex-  I and  its  permanent  deposite  from  government  150,000 
istence  of  the  practice,  however,  as  well  as  the  ; dollars,  supposing  it  to  have  no  other  deposites,  a dis- 
avowal of  the  principle  by  different  officers  at  the  j count  to  the  extent  of  $4S0,000,  would  not  have  been 
head  of  the  treasury,  will  be  found,  by  referring  to  a alarmingly  excessive,  supposing  the  loans  to  have 
letter  from  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  to  the  presi-  : been  limitted  to  safe  hands,  and  that  punctuality  of 
dent  of  the  senate,  of  the  25th  February,  1823,  in  payment  might  have  been  expected.  It  is  probable 
answer  to  a resolution  of  that  body.  Such,  however,  that  a failure  in  this  latter  respect  was  the  immediate 
was  not  either  the  object,  or  the  character,  of  the  cause  of  the  bank  suspending  its  payments, 
agreements  with  the  state  banks,  which  are  the  sub-  j The  sum  of  $726,000,  which  appears,  at  one  time, 
jects  of  this  examination.  j to  have  been  in  this  bank,  was  certainly  a very  large 

On  the  1st  of  August,  1820,  the  treasury  issued  cir-  i sum  to  have  been  suffered  to  remain  in  a country 
cular  instructions  to  the  receivers  of  public  mo-  bank:  but,  whether  it  was  a greater  accumulation 
neys,  authorizing  them  to  receive,  in  addition  to  j than  ought  to  have  been  allowed,  is  a question  that 
specie  and  bills  of  the  bank  of  the  United  States  and  depends  on  many  considerations,  chiefly  on  that  of 
its  branches,  notes  of  the  incorporated  banks  in  the  solidity  of  the  institution,  which  itself  again  de- 
Boston,  New  York,  Philadelphia,  Baltimore  and  Rich-  : pended  on  the  solvency  of  its  debtors.  Of  "this  the 
mond,  and  in  the  states  of  South  Carolina  and  Geor-  ; committee  has  no  other  evidence  than  Iliat  arising 
gia,  (except  the  city  bank  of  Baltimore,)  and  of  those  i from  the  report  of  the  committee  of  the  legislature  of 
specie  paying  banks  in  the  state  in  which  the  land  of-  { Missouri,  appointed  to  examine  the  affairs  of  the 
fine  is  situated.  “This  instruction,”  it  is  added,  “su-  1 bank,  who  declare  that  the  debts  due  on  personal  se- 

1 eurity,  as  well  as  those  secured  by  mortgage,  are  safe , 


persedes  those  which  have  heretofore  been  given  on 
the  subject,  except  in  so  far  as  they  prohibit  the  re- 
ceipt of  the.  paper  of  any  bank  which  does  not  dis- 
charge its  notes,  on  demand,  in  specie;  and  that  pro- 
hibition must,  in  every  case,  be  rigidly  adhered  to.” 
Among  the  banks  with  which  these  negociations 
were  made,  the  attention  of  the  committee  was  call- 
ed, particularly,  to  the  Farmers  and  Mechanics’  bank 
of  Cincinnati,  the  bank  of  Chillicothe,  and  the  branch 
of  the  state  bank  of  Kentucky,  at  Louisville,  as  form- 
ing the  subject  of  a charge  that  does  not  apply  to  the 
others.  In  the  several  places  where  these  banks  were 
situated,  the  bank  of  the  United  States  had  offices  of 
discount  and  deposite,  and  the  law  incorporating  that 
institution,  as  has  been  before  observed,  creates  an 
obligation  on  the  treasury  of  the  United  States  to  use 
them  as  places  of  deposite,  in  preference  to  any 
other  banks,  unless  the  secretary  shall,  for  special 
reasons,  otherwise  direct;  and,  in  that  case;  such 
reasons  shall  be  laid  before  congress  at  it?  then,  or 
next,  session. ' The  charge  is,  that  no  such  com- 
munication was  made  to  congress.  This  omission  is 
acknowledged  by  the  secretary,  who  says  it  was 
owing  to  inadvertence,  and  that  the  inattention  to  the 
provision  of  the  law  was  unimportant,  inasmuch  as 
ihe  provision  was  intended,  obviously,  for  the  benefit 
ref  the  hank:  and  flic  bonk  had  full  notice.  The  co- 


if this  were  well  founded,  the  bank,  even  at  the  time 
it  stopped  payment,  had,  in  those  two  items  alone, 
more  than  enough  to  pay  all  it  owed. 

What  information,  to  put  the  secretary  on  his 
guard,  would  have  been  derived  from  the  monthly  re- 
turns, the  committee  cannot  determine.  They  ap- 
pear to  have  been  furnished  only  up  to  1st  of  Feb- 
ruary, 1820.  Nor  has  the  committee  observed  any 
demand  made  by  the  secretary  for  a compliance  with 
this  stipulation,  at  any  time  between  that  date  and 
the  time  the  bank  stopped  payment.  Whether,  how 
ever,  if  it  had  been  demanded  and  complied  with,  any 
different  result,  favorable  to  the  United  States,  would 
have  been  produced,  it  seems  impossible  to  deter- 
mine, because,  judging  from  the  last  and  most  unfa- 
vorable return,  made  immediately  previous  to  the 
stoppage  of  the  bank,  nothing  in  those  returns  would 
have  appeared  to  indicate  any  danger. 

A more  important  part  of  the  charge  is,  that  the  se- 
cretary received  from  this  bank,  in  part  payment  of 
its  debt,  a large  amount  of  uncurrent  notes,  contrary 
to  law. 

By  the  first  arrangement  made  with  the  bank, 
which  has  been  already  stated,  it  was  not  responsi- 
ble, as  far  as  the  committee  can  perceive,  for  the 
solvency  of  banks,  the  notes  of  which  might  have 
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been  deposited  in  it  bv  the  public  receivers.  When  fact,  that  there  Avas,  about  this  time,  an  actual  sus- 
the  new  contract  was  made,  in  August,  lS19,itdid  pension  of  deposites  at  the  bank;  which  the  address 
not  form  any  part  of 
of  those  of  the  otl 
band,  should  be 

sury  as  cash,  as  may  be  seen  by  a copy  ~ 

annexed  to  thi«  report,  marked  B.  So  that  the  impor-  receiver;  that  the  receiver  was  directed  frequently 
tant  Question  is  whether  those  notes  were  received  and  repeatedly  to  continue  his  deposites,  and  to  make 
before  or  after ’the  9th  of  August,  1319,  the  day  on  them  regularly  and  punctually  ; danger  then  being 
which  the  bank  assented  to  the  new  contract.  If  be-  i apprehended;  not  from  the  bank,  but  from  the  con- 
i>e  then  thev  arc  received  on  account,  and  at  the  ,tmuance  of  large  sums  in  the  hands  of  the  receiver. 
T:sk’of  the  government;  if  after,  at  the  risk  cf  the  Without  entering  into  a detail  of  all  the  facts  con- 
' anlc  ° nected  with  this  subject,  it  seems  to  the  committee, 

The  committee  think  there  were  sufficient  reasons  that  there  is  no  doubt  that  Mr.  Edwards  did  make  a 
to  justify  the  secretary  in  believing  them  to  have  been  J publication,  [paper  €.]  in  the  newpapers  in  1819,  as 
received  before  the  9th  of  August,  because,  by  the  he  represents,  and  that  he  gave  such  advice  as  he  re- 
letter of  the  bank,  of  that  date,  it  appears  that  a much  | presents,  to  the  receiver, 
larger  sum  in  notes,  essentially  of  the  same  descrip-  that  the  receiver  commu 
lion,  was  in  possession  of  the  bank:  and  an  offer 


therein  made  to  transfer  them  to  various  other 
banks,  to  the  order  of  the  treasury.  And,  by  the 
statement  marked  E,  annexed  to  the  address  of  Mr. 
Edwards,  it  appears,  that,  as  early  as  the  6th  of 
Sept.  1819,  a much  larger  sum,  in  notes,  the  descrip- 
tion of  those  thus  offered  by  the  bank,  had  actually 
been  received  on  account  of  the  treasury  from  the 
several  receivers,  and  were  then  on  hand.  On  this 
point  the  committee  also  refer  to  the  deposition  of 
Thomas  F.  Riddick,  hereunto,  annexed,  marked  F. 

The  commitee  think  it  proper  to  add,  that,  of  the 
whole  sum  received  by  the  treasury  in  these  notes, 
from  tiie  bank  of  Missouri,  a sum  of  about  twenty 
thousand  dollars  only  appears  to  be  unpaid;  and  of 
this  sum  it  is  stated  by  the  treasury,  there  are  hopes 
lhat  a considerable  part  will  be  secured. 

A very  large  part  of  the  address  is  occupied  with 
observations  on  the  transactions  between  the  treasury 
and  the  bank  of  Edwardsville.  This  bank  was  made 
a depository  of  public  money,  at  the  solicitation  of 
Mr.  Edwards  himself,  in  December,  1818.  It  stop- 
ped paymentin  September,  1821,  owing,  at  that  time, 
a balance  to  government  of  forty-six  thousand  two 
hundred  and  two  dollars  and  forty  three,  cents. 

It  is  not  deemed  necessary  here  to  repeat  all  that  is 
said  on  that  subject,  in  the  address  and  the  answer. 
The  address,  in  this  part  of  it,  seems  to  have  two  ob- 
jects; one,  to  clear  Mr.  Edwards  himself  from  any 
imputation,  on  account  of  having  procured  the  public 
deposites  to  be  made  in  the  bank  originally,  and  to 
repel  the  supposition  that  he  had  been  the  means  of 
continuing  them  after  they  became  unsafe;  the  other 
to  charge  the  secretary  with  continuing  the  depo- 
. sites,  after  he  ought  to  have  been  alarmed  for  their 
safety,  and  with  receiving  uncurrent  notes  from  the 
bank,  against  law;  and  also,  with  the  negligent  omis- 
sion of  proper  means  to  collect  the  debt  due  from  it  to 
government. 

It  appears  to  be  for  this  double  purpose,  that  the 
address  alleges,  that,  in  1819,  its  author  made  a publi- 
cation, announcing  his  intention  to  withdraw  from 
the  bank  in  which  he  had  been  a director,  and  no 
longer  to  be  considered  responsible  for  its  engage- 
ments; which  publication,  as  is  alleged,  was  trans- 
mitted to  the  secretary;  that  he  also  advised  the  re- 
ceiver of  public  moneys  to  withhold  the  deposites 
from  the  bank,  until  he  should  receive  further  or- 
ders ;rom  the  treasury;  that  the  receiver,  thereupon, 
wrote  to  the  treasury,  enclosing  Mr.  Edwards’s  pub- 
lication, and,  as  he  afterwards  declared,  received  a 
letter  from  the  secretary,  directing  him  to  continue 
the  deposites.  The  secretary  has  said,  that  no  such 
letter  from  the  receiver  was  on  tile  in  the  department, 
and  that  none  of  his  officers  had  any  recollection  of 
such  a letter;  and  moreover,  that  there  was  no  re- 
cord of  any  answer.  The  address,  notwithstanding 
this  declaration,  aims  to  prove,  that  such  letter  was 


written;  and,  amoDg  other  arguments,  adduces  the 


But  there  is  no  evidence 
moated  it,  or  wrote  on  the 
subject  of  it,  to  the  secretary.  Indeed,  it  is  not  very 
probable  he  would  have  done  so.  It  is  to  be  remem- 
bered, that  he  was  president  of  the  hank,  as  well  as 
receiver  of  public  moneys,  and  he  would  hardly  ad- 
vise the  secretary  that  he,  as  receiver,  could  not  re- 
pose confidence  in  the  bank,  the  president  and  head 
of  which  he  was.  The  committee  does  not  deem  it 
at  all  material  to  inquire  whether  the  secretary  re- 
ceived or  saw  a copy  of  Mr.  Edwards’s  publication. 
There  is  nothing  in  that  communication  which  should 
have  alarmed  him  for  the  safety  of  the  public  money 
in  the  Edwardsville  bank;  for,  although  Mr.  Edwards 
announces  his  intention  of  withdrawing  from  a par- 
ticipation in  the  direction  ofit,  he  speaks  in  most  de- 
cided terms  of  its  solvency  and  safety.  While  the 
committee  sees  no  reason  to  believe  that  Mr.  Ed- 
wards acted  with  any  impropriety  in  procuring  the 
deposite  of  the  public  money  in  that  bank,  or  in  re- 
gard to  the  continuance  of  such  deposite,  it  perceives, 
on  the  other  hand,  no  reason  whatever  for  supposing 
that  the  secretary  continued  the  deposites  after  being 
admonished  by  the  receiver,  that  they  were  unsafe. 
On  the  contrary,  the  committee  thinks  the  correspon- 
dence fully  shows,  that  the  deposites  were  omitted, 
or  thought  to  be  so,  through  negligence  and  default, 
and  that,  in  enforcing  and  insisting  on  them,  the  se- 
cretary was  governed  by  a proper  regard  for  the  se- 
curity of  the  public  funds.  The  committee,  however, 
would  take  this  occasion  to  observe,  that,  in  their 
opinion,  the  appointment  of  the  presidents  of  the 
local  banks,  in  which,  public  moneys  are  deposited,  to 
be  receivers  of  the  public  moneys,  to  be  deposited  in 
the  same  hank,  is  injudicious:  that  it  has  happened 
in  several  cases;  and  that  inconvenience  or  mischief 
may  be  not  unlikely  to  result  from  such  a practice. 

As  to  the  charge  of  receiving  uncurrent  notes  from 
this  bank  also,  contrary  to  law,  the  committee  thinks 
that  the  construction,  which  appears  to  have  been 
contended  for  by  the  bank,  and  acquiesced  in  by  the 
secretary,  of  the  first  article  of  the  arrangement  be- 
tween them,  is  not  the  true  construction;  especially, 
if  nothing  be  regarded  but  the  terms  of  the  contract. 
The  words  of  the  first  article  are,  “That  the  public 
moneys  shall  be  entered  to  the  credit  of  the  treasurer 
as  cash.”  It  would  seem  impossible  that  these  terms 
could  mean  any  thing  else  than  that,  for  the  amount 
of  these  deposites,  the  bank  should  become  directly 
debtor  to  the  United  States,  and  that  this  debt,  thus 
assumed,  should,  like  others,  be  legally  paid.  If  this 
construction,  which  the  committee  has  given  to  the 
contract,  be  correct,  these  notes  were  illegally  re- 
ceived. 

The  secretary’s  view  of  the  case  appears,  however, 
to  have  been  different.  He  says,  the  term  “cash”  was 
used  in  opposition  to  the  term  “special  deposite ,”  and 
was  not  intended  to  subject  the  bank  to  the  payment 
of  specie  for  notes  which  were  not  convertible  into 
specie;  and  that  it  was  not  understood  by  either  ort 
the  parties,  that  the  bank  was  responsible  for  the 
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credit  of  other  banks  whose  notes  were  deposited  in 
it.  The  correspondence  sufficiently  shews  that  the 
bank  expressed  the  same  opinion,  at  an  early  period 
of  the  connection,  and  long  before  this  case  arose. 
The  construction  insisted  upon  was,  in  effect,  that  the 
bank  was  to  receive  such  bills  as  the  receivers  had 
lawfully  taken,  and  wished  to  deposite;  and,  as  these 
would  be  of  different  banks,  more  or  less  remote,  the 
bank  should,  for  the  compensation  which  it  received, 
be  at  the  expense  of  collecting  them,  so  that  the  pro- 
ceeds might  be  transferred,  without  further  expense 
or  trouble  on  the  part  of  the  government,  to  the  or- 
der of  the  treasury;  but  that,  nevertheless,  if  any 
such  bills  became  discredited,  while  in  this  process 
of  collection,  by  the  failure  of  the  bank  which  issued 
them,  the  loss  should  fall  on  the  government. 

Although  the  committee  do  not  agree  to  the  cor- 
rectness of  this  construction,  yet  they  see  no  reason 
to  doubt  that  the  secretary  may  have  honestly  sup- 1 
posed  that  the  banks  entered  in  to  the  arrangement- 
with  this  understanding  of  its  meaning;  nor  any 
ground  to  believe  his  conduct,  in  this  respect,  to  have 
been  governed  by  any  improper  motive.  It  ought  to 
be  added,  that  the  secretary  states,  that  one  reason 
for  receiving  these  bills  from  the  Edwardsville  bank, 
was,  that  he  had  at  that  time  some  reason  to  appre- 
hend a want  of  punctuality  or  good  faith  on  the  part 
of  that  bank  itself.  j 

The  case  of  the  bank  of  Tombeckbe,  as  it  is  ex-  j 
plained  in  the  secretary’s  answer,  does  not  call  for ' 
any  particular  observations.  It  is  not  unlike  that  of 
Edwardsville,  except  that,  in  the  former  case,  no  loss  : 
appears  to  have  occurred.  The  loss  in  the  case  of, 
the  bank  of  Edwardsville,  arising  from  the  receipt  of  I 
uncurrent  notes,  will  be  twenty  thousand  dollars;' 
unless  it  should  turn  out,  as  the  secretary  says  he  is 
assured  it  will,  that  the  notes  will  yet  be  paid. 

The  committee  has  requested  of  the  department,  to 
be  informed  of  the  present  amount  due  to  the  U.  States 
from  the  following  banks,  to  wit:  The  branch  bank 
of  Kentucky,  at  Louisville,  the  Huntsville  bank;  the 
bank  of  Missouri;  the  bank  of  Vincennes;  the  bank 
of  Edwardsville;  and  the  Farmers’  and  Mechanics’  i 
bank  of  Cincinnati;  and  of  the  present  circumstances 
of  those  banks;  and,  whether  there  be  reason  to  ap- 
prehend loss  from  any  other  bank  in  which  the  public  : 
money  is  deposited. 

I answer  to  this  request,  the  secretary  has  commu- ; 
nicated  a statement  of  the  treasurer,  giving  theinfor-  j 
mation  required,  which  accompanies  this  report,  j 
marked  D. 

By  this  it  will  appear,  that  the  balance  now  due  : 
the  government  from  these  banks,  is  four  hundred 
and  forty  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twenty  dollars  ' 
and  sixty-three  cents. 

The  committee  has  no  particular  information  of! 
the  measures  which  have  been  adopted  to  enforce  the 
collection  of  these  balances.  In  regard  to  some  of  i 
them,  as  has  already  appeared,  the  secretary  ex- 
presses a confident  hope  Of  ultimate  payment;  a great 
portion  of  the  amount,  however,  may  be  considered 
as  lost. 

The  amount  of  money  collected  on  account  of  inter- 
Hal  taxes,  and  from  the  sales  of  the  public  lands, 
mostly  the  latter,  since  1816,  is  stated  by  the  secre- 
tary at  twenty-one  millions  of  dollars  If  of  this  sum,  - 
half  a million  should  be  lost  by  the  means  of  the  j 
failure  of  the  banks  which  have  stopped  payment,) 
the  loss  would  be  less  than  two  and  a half  per  cent, 
on  the  whole  sum. 

Considering  the  great  and  violent  shock  which  j 
credit  of  all  kinds  has  sustained  within  this  period  in  \ 
the  western  states,  and  comparing  this  amount  of  loss, 1 
if  it  should  eventually  happen,  with  that  of  the  bank : 
of  the  United  States,  of  other  hanks, and  of  individuals,  J 
arising  in  the  same  part  of  the  country,  from  similar  | 
auses,  the  committee  is  of  opinion,  that  the  result 


; does  not  shew  in  the  treasury  department  any  wain 
l either  of  fidelity  or  prudence  in  the  management  oi 
J the  public  funds. 

I The  other  division  of  the  charge  contained  in  the 
| address,  relates  to  the  alleged  suppression,  or  witli- 
: holding  of  papers  called  for  by  different  resolutions  of 
I the  houses  of  congress. 

J One  specification,  under  this  head  is  that  relating 
: to  the  correspondence  between  the  secretary  and  Mr 
j Stephenson,  the  president  of  the  Edwardsville  bank 
! The  opinion  of  the  committee  op  that  subject  has 
| been  already  given,  and  need  not  be  repeated. 

I Another  relates  to  the  correspondence  with  the  se- 
veral western  banks,  generally.  The  charge  is,  that 
material  parts  of  it  were  retained,  when  all  was  call- 
ed for  by  the  house. 

The  first  call  was  made  on  the  9th,  of  January, 
1822,  and  was,  as  the  committee  think,  limited  in  its 
proper  construction  to  a requisition  for  the  corres- 
pondence relative  to  the  contracts  for  making  de- 
posites.  In  this  way,  the  secretary  says,  he  under- 
stood it;  but,  that  he  did,  nevertheless,  transmit  let- 
ters, not  directly  embraced  by  the  resolution,  but 
which,  he  thought,  w ere  necessary  to  elucidate  the 
subject. 

The  next  resolution  was  on  the  12th  of  March,  in 
the  same  year,  and  the  only  correspondence  it  called 
for,  was  that  with  the  Missouri  bank,  and  there  is  no 
reason  to  believe  that  this  was  not  substantially  com- 
plied with. 

A third  call  was  made  in  the  same  year,  on  the  Sth 
of  May,  requiring  the  correspondence  with  all  the 
banks  that  had  not  before  been  communicated. 

The  committee  have  not  been  able  to  discover,  in 
the  very  voluminous  return  to  this  last  resolution, 
any  material  letters  not  before  communicated,  ex- 
cept a circular  instruction  to  the  western  banks,  di- 
recting them  to  note,  on  the  hack  of  each  return  of 
the  treasurer’s  account,  a description  of  the  moneys 
credited  in  such  return,  and  the  amount  of  each,  ac- 
cording to  a form  of  return  therein  given.  This  form 
is  the  same  with  that  in  which  the  return  referred  to 
in  Mr.  Edwards’s  address,  marked  E,  is  made  out. 
This  circumstance  would  seem  to  give  a greater 
weight  to  the  evidence  to  be  drawn  from  that  paper, 
considering  it  as  an  official  document  intended  fur 
the  treasury,  under  the  agreement. 

Another  charge  of  suppression,  incidentally  made 
but  which  the  committee  deem  it  proper  to  notice, 
relates  to  a report  made  by  the  secretary,  in  obedi- 
ence to  a resolution  of  the  house  of  the  31st  Decem- 
ber, 1S19,  calling  for  such  information  as  he  possess- 
ed, in  relation  to  the  introduction  of  slaves  into  the 
United  States.  On  this  point,  the  committee  address- 
ed an  inquiry  to  the  secretary,  and  received  from 
him  the  answer  annexed  to  this  report,  marked  E. 

Although  they  are  of  opinion  that  there  were  pa- 
pers in  the  department  containing  information  called 
for  by  the  resolution,  and  which  ought  to  have  been 
communicated,  yet,  judging  from  the  statement  made, 
by  the  secretary,  in  his  answer,  connected  with  the 
fact  that  the  papers  in  question  were  communicated 
to  the  attorney  general,  it  is  the  opinion  of  the  com- 
mittee that  the  omission  was  not  caused  by  a design  to 
screen  the  person  implicated  from  punishmentor 
blame. 

As  to  the  other  cases  in  which  the  secretary  is 
charged  in  the  address,  with  having  suppressed  or 
withheld  papers  or  information  called  for  by  the 
house  of  congress,  the  committee  is  of  opinion,  that, 
although  papers  coming  within  the  scope  of  the  reso- 
lution, or  call,  were  not,  in  some  instances,  commu- 
nicated, such  omissions  wTere  either  the  result  of  ac- 
cident, or  of  a belief  on  the  part  of  the  secretary,  or 
of  the  persons  necessarily  employed  by  him  on  such 
occasions,  that  the  papers'  so  omitted  were  not  called 
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for,  or  were  not  material;  and  the  committee  have 
seen  no  evidence  that  any  documents  or  information 
has  been  withheld  from  the  house,  from  the  opera- 
tion of  any  improper  motive  or  design. 

Referring  to  what  has  been  said  in  the  introduction 
to  this  report,  and  repeating  that  Mr.  Edwards  has 
not  had  an  opportunity  of  supporting  his  charges  by 
his  presence  and  testimony,  the  result  of  the  facts 
which  have  appeared  to  the  committee,  thus  far,  in 
this  investigation,  and  of  their  deductions  from  them, 
when  applied  to  the  recapitulation  of  charges,  as 
stated  at  the  end  of  the  address,  is: 

First.  That  the  evidence  referred  to  and  examined, 
does  not  support  the  charge  of  having  mismanaged 
the  public  funds. 

Second.  That  the  uncurrent  notes,  mentioned  in 
the  second  charge,  appear,  by  evidence  satisfactory 
to  the  committee,  to  have  been  received  and  deposit- 
ed by  the  public  receivers,  at  a time  when  they  were 
receivable  under  the  resolution  of  congress  of  1 S 1 6. 
That,  in  the  principal  case,  that  of  the  bank  of  Mis- 
souri, the  bank  did  not  make  itself  responsible  for 
such  notes  as  cash,  and,  therefore,  the  secretary  was 
bound  to  receive  them  from  the  bank;  that,  although 
the  banks  of  Tombeckbe  and  Edwardsviile  were  lia- 
ble to  account  for  such  deposites  as  cash,  if  the  con- 
struction which  the  committee  gives  to  their  contracts 
be  correct,  yet,  that  both  the  secretary  and  the  banks 
expressed  a different  opinion  as  to  the  meaning  of 
those  contracts,  and  that  the  secretary,  in  receiving  I 
fifteen  thousand  dollars  from  the  one,  and  twenty ! 
thousand  dollars  from  the  other  of  those  banks,  ap-  \ 
pears  to  have  acted  according  to  what  he  supposed  | 
to  be  the  rights  of  the  parties,  and  with  a proper  re-  j 
gard  to  the  interest  of  the  United  States,  under  the 
circumstances  which  then  existed. 

Third.  That  no  intentional  mistatement  has  been 
made  to  the  house,  of  the  amount  cf  uncurrent  bills 
received  from  the  danks;  although  a sum  of  two  hun- 
dred and  eighty  dollars  of  such  bills  was  omitted 
through  mistake. 

Fourth.  That,  although  the  secretary  may  have 
misconstrued  the  effect  of  some  of  the  contracts  with 
the  banks  to  the  extent  before  mentioned,  the  com- 
mittee, find  no  grounds  for  the  charge  that  he  has 
misrepresented  them,  inasmuch  as  the  contracts 
themselves  were  submitted,  with  the  report,  to  the 
house. 

Fifth.  That  the  secretary  did  not  omit  to  commu- 
nicate to  congress  the  reasons  which  led  him  to  di- 
rect the  deposite  of  public  moneys  in  the  three  local 
banks  of  Chillicothe,  Cincinnati  and  Louisville, 
where  the  bank  of  the  United  States  had  branches, 
but  there  is  no  reason  for  supposing  that  any  conceal- 
ment was  intended,  or  that  the  omission  was  occa- 
sioned by  design. 

Sixth.  That,  in  some  instances,  papers  called  for 
by  resolutions  of  the  house  have  not  been  communi- 
cated with  other  papers  sent  in  answer  to  such  calls, 
but  that  these  omissions  have  happened  either  from 
accident,  or  from  a belief  that  the  papers  so  omitted 
were  immaterial  or  not  called  for;  and  that  there  is 
no  evidence  that  any  document  or  information  has 
been  withheld  from  improper  motives. 

Having  already  expressed  the  opinion  that  this  in- 
vestigation ought  not  to  be  terminated,  until  the  per- 
son preferring  the  charges  shall  have  been  examined, 
and  regretting  the  circumstances  which  render  such 
an  examination  impracticable  during  the  present  ses- 
sion of  congress,  and  thinking  that  Mr.  Edwards  may 
be  expected  at  Washington,  within  a few  days,  the 
committee  feel  it  their  duty  to  recommend  to  the 
house  that  they  be  required  to  sit  after  the  adjourn- 
ment, for  the  purpose  of  taking  his  examination,  if 
an  opportunity  shall  be  presented. 

[The  second  report  of  this  committee  was  published 
h the  last  Register.] 


Mineral  Waters. 

FROM  THE  NATIONAL  INTELLIGENCER. 

At  a time  when  the  medicinal  springs  are  resort- 
ed to  by  the  valetudinary,  it  may  not  be  uninteresting 
to  offer  the  following  summary  of  the  analyses  of  the 
most  useful: 

Bullston  public  spring. 

One  gallon  of  water  contains — 

Muriate  of  soda  la  9 grains 

Carbonate  of  soda  9 

Carbonate  of  lime  75 

Carbonate  of  magnesia  2 

Carbonate  of  iron  7 also 

210  cubic  inches  of  carbonic  acid  gas. 

Saratoga  Congress  spring. 

Gallon  water — 

Murate  of  soda  471  grains 

Carbonate  of  soda  16 

Carbonate  of  lime  178 

Carbonate  of  magnesia  3 

Carbonate  of  iron  0 also 

345  cubic  inches  of  carbonic  acid  gas. 

The  other  springs  at  these  places  contain  smaller 
proportions  of  the  same  ingredients, 

Near  Law’s  spring  at  Ballston,  is  a fountain,  which, 
in  addition  to  the  above,  contains  seven  cubic  in- 
ches of  sulphuretted  hydrogen. 

The  above  waters  are  useful  in  bilious  and  dyspep- 
tic affections — also  in  certain  forms  cf  the  gout- 
I chronic  rheumatism,  scrofula,  palsy,  and  ill  condi-j 
j tioned  ulcers. 

; The  waters  of  Schooley’s  mountain,  New-Jersey, 

1 possess  medicinal  properties  scarcely  inferior  to 
; those  of  Ballston  and  Saratoga.  These  waters  yield 
Muriate  of  soda  Sulphate  of  lime 

Muriate  of  magnesia  Carbonate  of  magnesia 

Carbonate  of  lime  Silex 

Carbonated  Oxyd  of  iron. 
These  waters  are  chiefly  useful  in  diseases  of  the 
digestive  organs,  and  calculous  affections — particu- 
larly in  the  latter  cases. 

Bedford. 

Analysis  shews  this  water  to  contain 
Carbonate  of  lime 
Sulphate  of  magnesia 
Sulphate  of  lime 
Muriate  of  magnesia 
Carbonated  oxyd  of  iron ; also 
One  of  the  springs  contains  sulphuretted  hydrogen  ■ 

| Muriate  of  soda  prevails  at  Ballston,  sulphate  of  mag- 
nesia at  Bedford. 

These  waters  are  useful  in  hepatic,  dyspeptic,  cal- 
culous and  hypochondriacal  affections — also  in  chro- 
nic rheumatism.  In  debility,  following  acute  diseases  or 
the  remedies  necessary  to  remove  them , Bedford  waters 
have  been  found  excellent  restoratives. 

Among  the  thermal  waters,  are  those  of  New  Leba- 
non, New  York,  temperature  72  degrees  Farenheit; 
those  of  Bencombe  county,  North  Carolina,  tempera- 
ture 104.  These  last  are  eminently  useful  in  chronic 
rheumatism  and  palsy.  The  warm  springs  in  Vir- 
ginia are  well  known. 

In  the  territory  of  Arkansas,  springs  have  been 
| discovered,  the  remarkably  elevated  temperature  of 
which  render  them  objects  of  great  curiosity.  They 
are  situated  in  34  degrees  north  latitude,  on  a creek 
flowing  into  the  Washita  river.  Sixty  fountains  are 
said  to  exist  within  the  distance  of  four  hundred 
yards  along  the  east  side  of  the  creek.  The  tempe- 
rature, in  January,  1818,  was  found  to  vary,  in  the 
different  springs,  from  104  to  151  degrees.  In  sum- 
mer, the  water  is  hot  enough  to  draw  tea  or  coffee, 
to  cook  eggs  and  even  meat.  Vegetables  are  sc<  • 
growing  in  the  hottest  of  the  springs,  and  a peculi.  • 
insect  is  said  to  live  and  sport  in  them.  See  At 
Month.  Mag.  also,  Amer.  Jour.  Arts  and  Sciences, 
Georgetown . June  15.  1! 


CHRONICLE. 
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Law  of  the  United  States. 

An  act  to  provide  for  the  sale  of  lands  conveyed  to 
the  United  States  in  certain  cases,  and  for  other 
purposes. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  senate  and  house  of  representatives 
of  the  United  Stales  of  America  in  congress  assembled, 
That  the  agent  of  the  treasury  be,  and  he  hereby  is, 
authorized,  in  ail  cases  where  the  estates  of  insolvent 
debtors  have  beeD,  or  hereafter  shall  be,  assigned  to 
the  United  States,  under  the  act  of  the  sixth  of  June, 
seventeen  hundred  and  ninety-eight,  entitled  “an  act 
providing  for  the  discharge  of  persons  imprisoned  for 
debts  due  to  the  United  States,”  to  sell  such  estates, 
whether  real  or  personal,  at  such  time,  and  in  such 
manner,  as,  with  the  approbation  of  the  secretary  of 
the  treasury,  he  shall  think  fit,  for  the  best  price  that 
can  be  had  therefor,  and  to  make  all  needful  convey- 
ances, assignments,  or  transfers  of  the  same,  to  the 
purchaser  or  purchasers. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That,  at  any  and 
every  sale  on  executions,  at  the  suit  of  the  United 
States,  of  lands  or  tenements  of  a debtor,  it  shall  be 
Lawful  for  the  United  States,  by  such  agent  as  the 
agent  of  the  treasury  shall  appoint,  to  become  the 
purchaser  cf  such  lands  and  tenements:  Provided, 
That,  in  no  case,  shall  such  agent  bid  in  behalf  of  the 
United  States  for  a greater  amount  than  that  of  the 
judgment  for  which  such  estates  may  be  exposed  to 
sale,  and  the  costs;  and  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the 
marshal  of  the  district,  in  which  such  sale  shall  be 
held,  in  case  such  purchases  shall  be  made,  to  make 
all  needful  conveyances,  assignments,  and  transfers 
to  the  United  States;  and  the  agent  of  the  treasury  is 
hereby  authorized,  with  the  approbation  of  the  secre- 
tary of  the  treasury,  io  sell  and  convey  the  said  lands 
and  tenements,  in  the  same  manner  as  is  directed  by 
the  first  section  of  this  act,  in  respect  to  lands  and 
tenements  assigned  by  insolvent  debtors. 

Sec.  S.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  nothing 
herein  contained  shall  be  deemed  or  construed  to 
take  away  or  impair  any  ether  remedy  which  the 
United  States  maybe  now  entitled  to  have  against  the 
person  or  property  of  debtors,  to  enforce  the  satisfac- 
tion of  judgments  obtained,  or  which  may  hereafter 
be  obtained. 

Washington,  May  26,  1324:  Approved. 


CHRONICLE. 

Naval.  As  noticed  in  our  last,  the  steam  galliot  Sea 
Gull,  has  arrived  at  Washington,  with  com.  Porter 
and  his  family,  capt.  Finch,  &.c.  The  Wild  Cat,  lieut. 
com.  Legare,  has  also  arrived  at  Norfolk.  The  Fer- 
ret and  Terrier  were  off  Matanzas.  The  John 
Adams,  Spark,  Weazel  and  Jakall,  with  the  Grampus, 
were  cruising  in  the  Gulf  of  Mexico — all  well.  The 
Jatter  had  just  returned  from  a cruise  on  the  coast  of 
Africa.  It  was  healthy  at  Thompson’s  island. 

The  frigate  United  States  arrived  at  Valparaiso,  in 
the  remarkable  passage  of  thirty  seven  days  from 
Norfolk  to  Rio  Janeiro,  and  twenty  two  from  thence 
to  Valparaiso. 

1 he  U.  S.  schooner  Porpoise,  lieut.  com.  Skinner, 
has  sailed  for  the  coast  of  Africa,  having  the  rev.  Mr. 
Gurley  on  board,  who  goes  out  as  agent  of  the  Colo- 
nization Society. 

Gen.  Jackson,  on  his  arrival  at  Nashville,  was  in- 
vited to  and  partook  of  a public  dinner.  His  own 
volunteer  toast  was,  “Virtue  and  intelligence — The 
sheet  anchor  of  our  national  union,  and  the  perpe- 
tuity of  our  national  freedom. 

tirales.  The  schooner  Thetis,  of  New  York,  lmd 


. large  canoes,  and  the  schooner  was  prepared  for 
them.  About  ten  of  the  pirates  were  killed,  and  the 
rest  escaped.  The  slain  were  recognized  by  the  peo- 
ple of  Manzanilla,  the  governor  of  which  sent  4 sol- 
diers on  board  the  Thetis  to  assist  in  defending  her. 

Dollars.  The  British  frigate  Pyramus  has  arrived 
from  Jamaica  at  New  Forthwith  $300,000  to  be  land- 
ed there.  The  whole  amount  that  arrived  at  New 
York  and  Philadelphia  during  the  last  week,  is  said  to 
' have  exceeded  a million. 

William  McRee,  late  a colonel  in  the  army  of  the 
United  States,  has  been  appointed  by  the  president  o: 
the  United  States,  to  be  surveyor  general  of  Missouri. 
Illinois  and  Arkansas,  vice  William  Rector. 

William  Trimble,  has  been  appointed  by  the  presi- 
dent of  the  United  States,  to  be  a judge  for  the  ter- 
ritory of  Arkansas,  vice  Joseph  Selden,  deceased. 

A Lincolnshire  ox  is  exhibiting  in  London,  which 
weighs  4G4  stone — and  is  said  lo  weigh  80  stone  more 
than  the  famous  Durham  ox.  A stone  is  S,  14,  or  16 
pounds.  If  the  S lb.  stone  is  meant,  he  weighs  3,712. 

A teaman  was  lately  taken  up  in  London  for  being 
in  the  streets  intoxicated,  but  she  said  she  had  just, 
been  released  from  two  months  exercise  on  the  tread 
wheel,  and  her  gait  was  occasioned  by  the  effect  of 
that  motion  on  her. 

A judge  of  the  United  States  court  in  one  of  our 
territories,  Las  been  killed  in  a <Zue£,  by  another  judge.’ 

Small  pox.  There  were  eleven  deaths  by  this  dis- 
ase  in  New  York,  the  week  before  last:  and  nine  du- 
ring the  last  week.  There  were  also  a good  many 
deaths  by  this  plague  in  Philadelphia. 

Cheap  travelling.  The  proprietors  of  the  Boston  and 
Albany  stage,  advertise  to  carry  passengers  from 
Boston  to  Northampton,  100  miles,  for  vs2,75,  and  from 
Northampton  to  Albany,  75  miles,  $2,25. 

Longevity.  Died  at  Litchfield,  Conn.  May  21st,  Mr. 
John  Cotton,  aged  one  hundred  and  eight  years,  a revolu- 
tionary pensioner.  Mr.  C.  served  seven  years  in  the 
old  French  war,  and  seven  years  in  the  revolutionary 
war. 

Distressing.  As  a number  of  persons  were  raising 
the  frame  of  a new  meeting  house,  at  Hallowell,  Me. 
a few  days  ago,  one  of  the  timbers,  cn  which  many 
were  standing,  gave  way,  and  precipitated  them  and 
others,  with  a large  quantity  of  the  rafters,  &c.  the 
distance  of  26  feet.  Two  were  “literally  crushed  to 
pieces,”  and  two  or  three  more  soon  after  died  cf  their 
wounds,  and  it  was  thought  that  six  or  seven  more 
would  not  recover.  Thirty-seven  were  injured  in  all 
— most  of  them  severely.  They  were  chiefiy  active 
young  men. 

Trotting . A New  York  paper  says— The  Philadel- 
phia horse  beat  the  New  York  mare,  Betsy  Baker, 
about  100  yards,  the  distance  was  three  miles,  which 
was  completed  in  the  short  space  of  S minutes  and 
42  seconds.  The  same  horse  trotted  over  the  same 
ground  last  summer  12  miles  in  50  minutes. 

Volcanoes.  In  an  accountjjtaken  from  the  French 
papers  cf  the  ‘volcanoes  at_  present  in  existence,’  it 
is  stated  that,  with  the  exception  of  two  in  the  cen- 
tral part  cf  Asia,  not  one  is  more  than  fifty  leagues 
from  the  sea;  whence  it  is  inferred  that  water  acts 
an  important  part  in  volcanic  eruptions.  The  fol- 
lowing genera]  summary  is  worth  quoting: 

Number  of  A dice  Volcanoes. 


Ga  the  Coutiueut. 

lathe  Islands. 

Total 

Europe 

1 

11 

12 

Africa 

0 

6 

C 

America 

5S 

3 

61 

Asia 

S 

24 

S2 

Oceania 

0 

52 

52 

67 

86 
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.ve  give  up  much  of  the  space  of  the  present 
sheet  to  the  insertion  of  papers  belonging  to  the  af- 
fai  between  Messrs.  Crawford  and  Edwards.  It  has, 
in  ;eed,  been  an  “unprofitable  contest  of  trying  which 
co  J do  the  other  most  harm;”  but,  perhaps,  some 
pu:  le  good  may  grow  out  of  the  investigation.  With 
the  room  now  allowed,  we  had  hoped  that  the  sub- 
ject might  be  closed — but  Wednesday’s  mail  brought 
an  extra  sheet  of  the  “National  Intelligencer,”  with 
iiglitten  mighty  columns  of  small  type  in  relation  to 
the  case,  containing  Mr.  Edwards’s  replication  to  Mr. 
Crawford’s  communication  to  the  committee — his  ar- 
gument addressed  to  the  committee,  when  lately 
in  session,  with  respect  to  the  testimony  then  offered, 
&c.  the  remarks  of  Mr.  Forsyth,  on  behalf  of  Mr. 
Crawford,  in  reply — and  a note  from  Mr.  Edwards, 
solemnly  disavowing,  “before  God  and  his  country,” 
the  facts  stated  by  Mr.  Noble,  as  to  his  denial  of  the 
authorship  of  the  “A.  B.  publication,”  insisting  that 
he  [Mr.  N.J  must  have  “greatly  misunderstood”  him, 
&c.  As  we  are  already  committed  by  the  publication 
®f  so  much  matter,  it  is  imperiously  required  that  we 
should  go  on  with  the  “affair, ”so  far  as  to  make  a suf- 
ficiently complete  representation  of  it,  whether  ice  are 
willing  or  not,  and  for  this  purpose  shall  issue  a sup- 
plement for  the  present  sheet,  (to  accompany  the 
next  number),  that  we  may  relieve  our  files  of  it,  and 
give  our  friends  an  opportunity  to  examine  it,  as  lei- 
sure or  inclination  will  permit  them  to  do. 

The  political  Sabbath.  As  we  are  responsible 
Beings,  both  in  what  we  owe  to  the  Creator  of  all 
things,  and  his  creatures  among  whom  we  are  located 
— and,  as  it  appears  to  me  impossible  that  we  can  yield 
acceptable  obedience  unto  him,  while  doing  wrong  to 
our  brethren — I believe  it  is  right  that  we  should  fre- 
quently retire  within  ourselves,  and  carefully  exa- 
mine what  we  have  been  about?  and  my  opinion  is, 
that  if  this  examination  is  made  with  a sincere  desire 
to  arrive  at  truth,  we  shall  not  often  be  denied  the 
felicity  of  obtaining  it.  It  is  possible  that  self-love 
may  sometimes  lead  us  astray,  and  interpose  ex- 
cuses that  rigid  justice  would  not  admit— but  if  the 
secret3  of  our  motives  are  investigated  by  ourselves, 
and  we  can  reconcile  them  to  our  own  consciences 
in  the  secret  of  our  own  hearts,  both  pleasure  and 
profit  must  result  from  the  examination,  and  we  shall 
feel  ourselves  encouraged  to  pursue  our  way,  rejoic- 
ing in  the  glory  of  the  truth.  The  ruling  principle 
must  be  known  to  us — we  cannot  disguise  it  from  our- 
selves, and  we  shall  surely  find  out  whether  we  are 
influenced  by  love  or  by  fear,  a3  to  matters  of  the  first 
concernment — whether  we  really  love  liberty,  or  only, 
love  the  loaves  and  fishes,  aniThave  given  ourselves 
up  to  the  direction  of  those  who  possess,  or,  it  is  pre- 
sumed will  have,  the  power  to  dispense  them  with  a 
prodigal  hand,  for  which  we  feel  willing  to  barter 
them  our  political  virtue,  and  become  political  pros- 
titutes. 

Vol.  XXVI — -20. 


Quietly  seated  at  my  desk,  and  alone  in  the  oflice, 
in  the  early  part  of  Monday  last,  devoted  to  an  obser- 
vance of  the  anniversary  of  the  most  important  event 
of  modern  times,  the  independence  of  the  United 
States,  the  consequences  of  which  are  only  just  begin- 
ning to  develope  themselves  as  to  their  effect  on  the 
nations  at  large — it  seemed  to  me  that,  on  this  Sabbath 
of  Liberty,  it  would  be  proper  for  us  all  to  bring  the 
mind  into  stillness,  and  reflect  upon  the  means  by 
which  freedom  was  gained;  but  especially  to  consider 
what  our  conduct  should  be  to  preserve , in  peace,  the 
blessings  that  had  been  won  by  the  sword.  And  1 
thought  that  liberty  might  be  obtained  by  a mere  ex- 
ertion of  animal  force,  but  was  convinced  that  ill 
could  only  be  retained  by  diligent  enquiries  into  the 
rights  of  persons  and  things.  Intelligence  has  been 
said  to  be  the  soul  of  liberty,  and  vigilance  is  the  con- 
dition on  which  it  is  granted  to  man;  and  I felt  dis- 
posed to  renew  my  vows  that,  according  to  the  mode- 
rate ability  afforded,  I would  continue  to  do  what  I 
could,  that  we  might  hold  on  to  the  blessings  confer- 
red on  my  country  and  countrymen,  by  a beneficent 
Providence. 

I then  proceeded  to  examine  the  part  which  I had 
taken  in  the  political  events  of  the  past  political  year, 
and  strove  to  get  at  the  motives  of  my  proceedings, 
and  was  happy  to  find  that  I could  not  see  any  subjec- 
tion to  the  will  of  others,  or  speculations  as  to  advanta- 
ges in  them,  further  than  as  I believed  they  would  be- 
nefit the  nation  at  large.  The  leading  matter  that  ar- 
rested attention  was  the  effort  made  by  a few  per- 
sons at  Washington  city  to  manufacture  a president  of 
the  United  States,  and  the  stand  that  I had  taken  to  aid 
in  preventing  the  success  of  their  work;  and  I was  re- 
newedly  convinced  that  the  attempt  was  a desperate 
one  of  unauthorized  and  unqualified  persons,  un- 
known to  the  constitution  or  the  law,  and  without 
even  the  “tyrant’s  plea”  of  necessity,  who  had  “ca- 
balled,” as  my  friend  Gales  said  of  the  caucus  of 
1816,  to  produce  an  effect  “in  direct  opposition  to  the 
public  will;”  and  yet  this  same  gentleman  delights  to 
call  tne  act  of  the  miserable  minority  of  sixty-six  mem- 
bers of  congress,  assembled  in  their  private  capacities , a 
“regular  nomination” — strongly  intimating,  also,  that 
it  is  mainly  the  illiterate  and  unthinking  that  oppose 
the  legitimacy  of  that  caucus,  by  saying  that  tne  persons 
selected  are  “the  preference  of  a decidedly  larger  por- 
tion of  the  reading  and  reflecting  part  of  the  people  of 
the  U.  States  than  any  other  of  the  candidates.”*  But. 
perhaps,  he  only  means  those  who  read  the  “National 

*See  the  Intelligencer  of  the  16th  ulh 
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Intelligencer,”  and  reflect  “according  to  order,”  as 
Prussian  soldiers  pray,]  under  that  tenderly  inspiring 
Instrument  of  devotion,  a sergeant’s  rattan!  Surely, 
the  people  are  much  obliged  to  Messrs.  Gales  and  Sea- 
ton for  this  compliment  paid  to  them — we  of  Balti- 
more are  especially  indebted  to  them,  seeing  that  the 
room  in  which  I am  writing,  about  10  feet  by  12, 
would  certainly  contain  all  the  “reading  and  reflect- 
ing people”  that  I know  or  have  heard  of,  out  of  our 
sixty-five  thousand  inhabitants,  who  Avill  support 
either  the  caucus  or  its  proceedings — and  there  are 
fifteen  or  twenty  states  in  which  the  people  are  near- 
ly as  unanimous  against  both. 

But  the  declaration  of  the  gentlemen  is  not  so  ex- 
traordinary as  it  may  appear  at  first  sight.  By  “read- 
ing and  reflecting  people”  perhaps,  they  may  mean 
only  those  who  read  to  get  offices,  and  reflect  on  the 
best  way  of  making  the  most  out  of  them.  The  book 
that  they  read  is  entitled  ‘ ‘ management ,”  and  the  re- 
flections that  follow  are  dollars  and  cents ; and  if  every 
body  could  read  and  reflect  as  well  as  my  friends  Gales 
and  Seaton,  to  the  pleasing  tune  of  twelve  or  fifteen 
thousand  dollars  profit  a year,  by  virtue  of  hold- 
ing an  office,  we  should  not  be  surprised  if  all  such 
reading  and  reflecting  persons  were  on  their  side!  In- 
deed, “a  leaf  out  of  their  book”  would  be  acceptable  to 
most  of  us,  if  we  could  reflect  on  its  contents  and  ap- 
ply the  square  to  its  leadings — for  cash  is  “a  very 


principle  as  the“holy  alliance”  assembled  at  Vienna  or 
elsewhere,  to  make  kings  and  parcel  out  persons,  as 
if  destitute  of  rationality  and  unpossessed  of  rights. 

In  conclusion,  it  may  be  observed,  that,  in  the  opi- 
nion of  many  “reading  and  reflecting  people,”  the 
I congressional  caucus  was  held  with  the  forlorn  hope 
j of  having  effect  in  tv:o  slates  only”— New  York  and 
! Pennsylvania.  What  course  the  former  will  take  is 
| yet  to  be  ascertained;  but,  before  the  caucus  was 
j held,  the  “American  Sentinel,”  at  Philadelphia,  de- 
clared that  nothing  else  than  such  a meeting  could 
ukeep  Pennsylvania  in  her  place” — that  is,  in  homely 
phrase,  cause  her  to  continue  “to  play  a second  fid- 
dle;” but  it  seems  that  the  caucus  has  failed  to  do 
that!  In  no  other  state  than  those  mentioned  was  it 
expected  by  any  “reflecting”  man,  that  such  a lean 
and  lank  meeting  of  the  members  of  congress,  could 
avail  any  thing  favorable  to  the  “ regularly  nominated ” 
candidates;  but  in  these  great  states,  the  word  “cau- 
cus’, properly  pronounced,  it  was  thought,  would  have 
cabalistic  operation,  and  render  the  people  mere  ma- 
chines under  the  controul  of  those  possessed  of  the 
magical  secret.  However,  I shall  be  very  much  mis- 
{ taken,  indeed,  if,  instead  of  being  transformed  into 
political  swine  by  this  political  Circe,  they  do  not  de  ] 
mand  and  obtain,  by  the  force  of  their  suffrages,  a 
recurrence  to  principles,  instead  of  yielding  to  the  dic- 
tation of  persons,  not  a' whit  better  than  themselves. 


convenient  thing  in  a family.” 

To  be  serious — Bred  up  as  it  were  at  the  feet  of 
several  distinguished  whigs  of  the  revolution,  and, 
from  the  first  rise  of  political  parties  . to  the  present 
day,  never  having  diverged  from  the  discriminatory 
lines  drawn  by  the  members  of  the  republican  party  for 
the  preservation  of  its  integrity,  I feel  that  I starid 
Upon  the  old  ground  of  principle  opposed  to  the  ac- 
quisition of  power;  and  believe  the  question  is  whe- 
ther the  sovereignty  of  the  people,  or  the  dictation  of 
an  undelegated  few  of  them,  shall  be  maintained. 
“Regular  nominations”  may  be  approved  of  w'hen 
they  simply  go  to  concentrate  public  opinion  as  to 
persons,  for  the  furtherance  of  measures;  but  they 
are  neither  more  or  less  than  political  juggles,  when 
they  assume  the  dictation  of  persons  without  respect 
to  measures;  and  the  result  will  prove,  that  the  pro- 
ceedings at,  Washington,  in  February  last,  were  the 
finale  >f  a system  which  has  prevailed  in  several  of 
the  stems,  and  partially  as  to  the  affairs  of  the  United 
Slat'  ?.  such  a degree  as  to  metamorphose  the  Erie 
canal  into  a “big  ditch,”  and  raise  up  a “central 
power”  in  the  ten  miles  square,  as  domineering  in  its 


i > he  Prussian  soldiers,  when  drawn  np  in  line,  are, 
or  were,  required  to  pray — and  it  was  the  dutv  of  the 
se:  ..  ts  in  their  rear  to  take  care  that  they  all  began 
a*  ’ ecisety  at  the  same  time,  or  to  apply  the 
ra'  "•  Inal  they  should  be  religious— as  directed  bv 
some  priestly-fugleman. 


Republicanism!  Fifteen  counties  of  the  state  of 
j Virginia,  having  fifteen  times  the  legislative  power  of 
; one  county,  [Loudoun]  pay  only  thirty-two  dollars 
j and  twenty-seven  cents  more  of  taxes  than  that  coun- 
! ty  alone;  and  there  are  eight  counties  in  the  same 
j state,  with  eight  times  as  many  representatives  in 
: the  legislature  as  Loudoun,  which  have  a less  number 
i of  white  inhabitants  than  that  single  county.  And,  as 
I the  right  of  suffrage  is  confined  to  free-holders,  it  is 
i probable  that  the  county  just  named  has  more  voters 
i than  a dozen  other  counties — and  the  voters,  in  ge- 
i neral,  are,  perhaps,  to  those  who  are  compelled  to  carry 
j the  musket  to  defend  the  liberties  of  the  common- 
1 wealth  and  enforce  its  laws,  about  as  one  to  eight  or 
I ten.  These  things  are  among  the  great  causes  of  emi- 
: gration  from  Virginia  The  free  laboring  whites  will 
! not  voluntarily  abide  in  a state  in  which  they  are  not 
j treated  as  freemen,  and  we  sincerely  wish  that  Virgi- 
nia may  so  amend  her  constitution  as  to  retain  one 
| description  of  her  population  so  imperiously  de- 
' manded  on  account  of  another  species  of  it.  Ee- 
i sides,  the  “thing  is  right  in  itself,” — and  it  is  folly  to 
talk  about  liberty  when  the  great  body  of  the  people 
1 are  forced  to  support  the  law  with  the  sword  which 
they  have  no  agency  in  enacting.  It  is  the  principle 
on  which  th & republic  of  Venice  was  founded,  but  on 
! a larger  scale.  It  is  despotism. 

As  it  should  be.  Mr.  Barton,  of  the  senate  of  the 
United  States,  from  Missouri,  in  pursuance  of  his 
duty  as  a member  of  the  committee  on  public  lands, 

| appears  to  have  presented  certain  papers  relative  to 
the  conduct  of  Henry  W.  Conway,  esq.  the  delegate 
from  Arkansas,  which  the  latter  saw  proper  to  resent, 
and,  on  the  27th  ult.  sent  him  a note,  or  challenge, 
that  he  might  obtain  satisfaction;  but  Mr.  Barton  de- 
jclinc  l the  honor  of  a meeting,  spying  he  “never  in- 
* tended  to  recognize  the  principle,  that  the  investiga- 
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tion  of  official  conduct,  whether  of  principal  or  depu- 
ty, in  the  manner  in  which  I have  conducted  the  one 
in  question,  can  impose  any  obligation  to  give  the 
kind  of  satisfaction  which  you  seem  to  desire,  even 
to  an  innocent  party.” 

And,  he  has  besides,  published  the  whole  corres- 
pondence to  “contribute  his  mite  towards  putting 
down  and  bringing  into  meritted  contempt,  the  system 
of  bullying  and  pistoleering  which  are  too  rapidly  be- 
coming the  substitute  for  virtue,  talents  and  truth.” 

Mr.  Conway  had  been  a deputy  surveyor  under 
gen.  Hector,  who  was  lately  dismissed  on  account  of 
some  irregular  proceedings  in  the  business  of  his  of- 
fice. 

The  national  festival  was  observed  on  Monday 
last,  (the  4th  of  July  happening  to  fall  on  Sunday), 
with  more,  perhaps,  than  usual  spirit,  at  all  the  places 
which  we  have  yet  heard  from;  and  some  interesting 
details  might  he  given,  if  we  had  room  for  them.  The 
proceedings  at  Washington  were  more  usually  attrac- 
tive, on  account  of  a procession  got  up  for  the  occa- 
sion— but  the  harmony  of  the  day  was  considerably 
disturbed  by  occurrences  which  are  sufficiently  stated 
in  the  following  articles: 

From  the  National  Journal  of  Saturday  morning,  3rd 
July. — We  understand  that  general  John  P.  Van  Ness, 
acting  in  the  name  of  the  committee,  appointed  b}  the 
citizens  to  make  arrangements  for  the  celebration  of 
the  approaching  anniversary  of  our  independence, 
has  called  at  the  book  stores  of  Messrs  Davis  and 
Force,  and  Pishey  Thompson,  where  subscription  pa- 
pers were  left, and  has  given  directions  that  Mr.  Ninian 
Edwards  should  not  be  permitted  to  subscribe  to  the 
dinner. 

From  the  Washington  Republican  of  Saturday  afternoon. 

We  are  requested  to  publish  the  following: 

To  Messrs.  T.  Carbery  and  Jos.  Gales,  jr. 

Washington,  3rd  July,  1824. 

Gentlemen:  Upon  a printed  invitation  signed  by 
you,  we  have  subscribed  our  names,  for  attendance  at 
a dinner  at  Mr.  Williamson’s  hotel  on  the  5th  inst. 
in  celebration  of  the  anniversary  of  our  national  in- 
dependence. We  find  it  stated  in  one  of  the  public 
journals  of  this  morning,  that  one  of  the  members  of 
the  committee  of  arrangements  has  called  at  the  places 
where  the  subscription  papers  for  the  dinner  had  been 
deposited,  and,  in  the  name  of  the  committee,  has  di- 
rected, that  if  Mr.  Ninian  Edwards  should  apply  there 
to  join  in  this  celebration  of  the  festival,  his  subscrip- 
tion should  not  be  admitted. 

Our  attendance  at  the  dinner,  after  this  notice, 
would  justly  be  considered  as  equivalent  to  an  assent, 
on  our  part,  to  this  exclusion. 

The  character  and  conduct  of  Mr.  Edwards  being 
before  the  nation,  upon  the  report  of  the  committee 
of  the  house  of  representatives  yet  to  be  acted  upon 
by  the  house,  we  should  consider  it  incompatible  with 
our  duties  as  public  servants,  as  well  as  with  the 
principles  of  common  justice,  to  participate  in  an  act 
which  we  think  would,  in  no  event,  be  justifiable  be- 
fore a final  decision  upon  the  in  vestigation  We  request 
you,  therefore,  to  consider  this  a3  notice  that  we  have 
withdrawn  our  subscriptions  for  attendance  at  the 
dinner. 

We  arc,  very  respectfully,  gentlemen,  your  obedi- 
ent servants.  John  Quincy  Adams, 

J.  C.  Calhoun, 

John  M’Lean. 

f rT^The  secretary  of  the  navy , and  the  attorney  ge- 
n ■ ■■'!',  not  having  expected  to  be  in  the  city,  have  not 
sr  ■ 'bed  to  the  dinner.  We  are  authorized  to  say, 
th  i . T the  attorney  general  had  received  a similar  in- 
vitation, and  have  subscribed,  he  would  now  have 
joined  in  the  above  letter. 


From  the  Washington  Gazette  of  Saturday  evening. 

We  are  authorized  and  requested  by  the  committee 
of  arrangements,  for  the  celebration  of  the  anniver- 
sary of  independence,  to  say,  that  the  publication  in 
the  National  Journal  of  this  morning  was  unauthoriz- 
ed by  them  or  any  one  of  them,  and  that  nothing  will 
be  wanting,  on  their  part,  to  make  the  public  dinner 
on  the  occasion  a national  festival,  divested  of  all  re- 
ference to  party  politics. 

[Messrs.  Van  Ness,  Carbery  and  Gales  constituted 
the  committee  of  arrangement]. 

From  the  National  Journal. 

To  hon.  John  Quincy  Adams,  J.  C.  Calhoun  and  John 
M’Lean. 

Washington  city,  3d  July,  1824. 

Gentlemen:  The  committee  of  arrangements  for  ce- 
lebrating the  approaching  anniversary  of  American 
independence,  have  instructed  us  to  say  that  they  re- 
gret the  withdrawal  of  your  subscriptions  to  the  anni- 
versary dinner,  and  the  more  so  as  that  withdrawal 
seems  to  have  been  induced  by  a misconception  of 
the  motives  which  governed  the  committee  in  the 
| course  they  deemed  advisable  to  pursue  in  the  case  of 
Mr.  Edwards. 

We  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  your 
obedient  servants. 

(Signed)  Thomas  Carbery,  Chairman. 

Joseph  Gales,  jr.  secretary. 

To  Thomas  Carbery  chairman,  and  Joseph  Gales, 

jr.  secretary  of  the  committee  of  arrangements, 

for  celebrating  the  anniversary  of  American  inde- 
pendence. 

Washington,  5th  July,  1824. 

Gentlemen:  We  have  had  the  honor  of  receiving 
your  letter  of  the  3rd  instant,  and  request  you  to  pre- 
sent to  the  committee  the  assurance  that  we  cordial- 
ly regret  the  incident  which  has  deprived  us  of  the 
pleasure  we  had  promised  ourselves  in  uniting  with, 
them  and  the  rest  of  our  fellow  citizens,  subscribers 
to  the  anniversary  dinner,  at  the  social  board,  on  the 
day  peculiarly  devoted  to  generous  and  patriotic  feel- 
ings. We  wish  you  to  add,  with  the  tender  of  our  re- 
spect, that  the  determination  to  withdraw  our  names 
from  the  subscription,  was  taken  from  the  convictions 
of  our  own  duty,  without  enquiring  into  the  motives  of 
the  committee,  or  reference  to  them. 

We  are,  with  great  respect,  gentlemen,  your  very 
humble  and  obedient  servants, 

(Signed)  John  Quincy  Adams,  J 

J.  C.  Calhoun, 

John  M’Lean. 

At  a meeting  of  the  society  of  the  Cincinnati  of  the 
state  of  Maryland,  at  the  Wayne  Inn,  Baltimore,  July 
5th,  1824,  the  following  preamble  and  resolutions 
were  adopted,  viz: 

Whereas,  there  is  every  reason  to  believe  that  gene- 
ral La  Fayette  will  shortly  visit  the  United  States, 
and  that  the  city  of  Baltimore  will  be  included  in  his 
tour;  and,  as  the  society  of  the  Cincinnati  of  the  state 
of  Maryland  would  take  great  pleasure  on  this  expect- 
ed event,  to  pay  every  possible  honor  and  attention  to 
its  distinguished  brother  soldier  in  arms — therefore, 
be  it 

Resolved,  That  on  the  arrival  of  general  La  Fayette 
in  this  country  the  president  be  requested  to  invite 
him  to  a dinner  to  be  given  by  the  society  of  the  Cin- 
cinnati of  Maryland. 

Resolved , That  the  president  request  the  attendance 
of  the  members  of  the  Cincinnati  throughout  the  state 
to  unite  in  paying  the  contemplated  honors  to  general 
La  Fayette.  John  E.  Howard,  president. 

Wm.  B.  Barney,  secretary. 

Matters  and  things  at  Washington.  As  the  facts 
made  known  in  the  following  articles  are  of  consider 
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rable  interest  to  the  public,  in  shewing  what  may  be 
regarded  as  semi-official  publications  of  documents, 
&c.  hereafter,  I give  a place  to  them.  It  is  proper  to 
add,  that  papers  from  the  department  of  war  have, 
for  sometime,  been  first  published  in  the ‘Washington 
Republican.’ 

From  the  National  Intelligencer  of  July  1. 

The  Florida  claims — Our  mercantile  readers  have 
called  upon  us  from  every  quarter,  for  the  publication 
of  the  awards  made  by  the  board  of  commissioners 
under  the  Spanish  treaty,  and  dissatisfaction  has  been 
expressed  at  their  being  so  long  withheld.  It  has  not 
been  our  fault.  We  were  desirous  to  have  published 
them  long  ago.  We  have  it  now  in  our  power  to 
state,  that  the  report  of  the  commissioners  has  made 
its  appearance  in  a weekly  paper  printed  in  this  city, 
heretofore  known  by  the  name  of  the  National  Jour- 
nal Extra , but  which  has  lately  taken  to  itself  a dif 
ferent  title,  viz.  National  Government  Journal,  which 
has  been  chosen  by  the  secretary  of  state  as  the  vehicle 
to  the  public  of  such  official  papers  as  are  subject  to 
the  control  of  that  department.  The  List  of  Jhvards, 
by  the  board  above-mentioned,  will,  we  are  informed, 
appear  in  the  next  number  of  that  journal. 

The  determination  of  the  secretary  of  state  to  with- 
hold official  papers  from  this  print,  will,  we  appre- 
hend, prove  more  inconvenient  to  the  government 
than  to  us,  for  it  will  relieve  us  from  the  necessity  of 
publishing  any  more  of  those  matters  than  is  interest- 
ing to  our  readers,  and  may  prevent  the  circulation  of 
some  things,  the  diffusion  of  which  is  interesting  to 
the  government.  In  the  present  case,  ice  have  been 
refused  copies  of  these  papers,  long  ago  applied  for, 
and  the  copies,  refused  to  us,  have  been  made  out,  by 
order  of  the  department  of  state,  for  the  “National 
Government  Journal.”  Without  intending  to  make 
either  comment  or  complaint  on  this  subject,  it  has 
become  necessary,  to  avoid  a misunderstanding  of 
our  delay  to  make  the  publication,  that  the  naked  fact 
should  be  placed  before  our  readers,  who  may  rest 
assured  they  shall  lose  nothing  by  this  arrangement 
that  is  of  any  sort  of  value  to  them. 

The  list  of  the  awards  of  the  commissioners  will 
appear  in  this  paper  at  least  as  soon  as  in  that  to  which 
a copy  has  been  furnished  by  the  department  of  state. 

From  the  National  Journal  of  July  3. 

The  statement  in  the  above  article,  that  the  Na- 
tional Government  Journal,  has  been  chosen  by  the 
secretary  of  state  as  the  vehicle  to  the  public,  of  such 
official  papers  as  are  subject  to  the  control  of  that 
department,  is  not  entirely  correct.  The  necessity 
of  res  orting,  at  least  occasionally,  to  some  other  vehi- 
cle than  the  National  Intelligencer,  has  resulted  not 
only  from  the  general  course  of  the  editors  of  that 
paper,  for  some  time  past,  towards  the  present  ad- 
ministration, but  from  the  particular  manner  in  which 
they  thought  proper,  on  a recent  occasion,  to  garble 
the  publication  of  the  documents  relating  to  the  con- 
vention for  the  suppression  of  the  African  slave 
trade. 

That  convention,  forming  an  essential  part  of  a 
great  system  of  negociation  with  all  the  principal 
powers  of  Europe  and  America,  recommended  by 
the  voice,  nearly  unanimous,  of  the  house  of  repre- 
sentatives, and  having  for  its  object  one  of  the  no- 
blest purposes  that  ever  animated  the  heart  of  man, 
had  been  concluded  by  virtue  of  instructions,  sanc- 
tioned by  the  president,  upon  great  deliberation,  and 
with  the  unanimous  assent  of  the  members  of  his  ad- 
ministration. Its  ratification  having  met  with  an  un- 
expected opposition  in  the  senate,  the  friends  of  the 
administration,  and  of  the  measure,  in  that  body, 
were  desirous,  after  the  final  vote  upon  it  had  been 
taken,  that  all  the  documents  relating  to  it  should  be 
immediately  laid  before  the  public,  and  to  that  end  a 
j-esolution,  removing  the  injunction  of  secrecy  from 
their  proceedings  concerning  it,  was  adopted 


The  editors  of  the  National  Intelligencer,  after  pro- 
mising, in  their  paper  of  the  27th  May,  that  the 
whole  of  the  proceedings  in  the  senate  and  docu- 
ments should  be  given  as  early  as  practicable,  com- 
menced the  publication  of  them  the  next  day,  but 
omitted  all  such  parts  of  them  as  they  were  pleased 
to  think  immaterial;  which  omissions  were  imme- 
diately represented  in  other  prints,  as  intentional  sup- 
presses by  the  secretary  of  state  to  screen  himself  from 
exposure. 

Among  the  omissions,  were  two  extracts' from  re- 
ports of  committees  of  the  house  of  represented  veSj 
which  formed  a part  of  the  important  message  of  the 
president  to  the  senate,  of  the  21st  May,  1824.  The 
allegation  for  their  omission,  was  “ want  of  room ” — 
while  an  editorial  column  of  the  same  paper,  occupy- 
ing more  space  than  the  two  extracts  would  have  re- 
quired, was  reserved  for  hearsay  statements  of  what 
had  been  said  in  the  senate  against  the  convention.  It 
happened,  also,  that  the  omitted  extracts  bore  precise- 
ly as  argument  in  reply  to  the  objections,  thus  sedulously 
displayed  against  the  measure  of  the  administration, 
upon  the  only  point  of  importance  which  had  labored 
in  the  senate; — so  that  the  Avhole  subject  went  forth 
to  the  public,  under  the  auspices  of  the  National  In- 
telligencer, with  the  whole  argument  against  the  con- 
vention exhibited  in  full  relief,  and  with  the  refuta- 
tion of  that  argument,  omitted  for  want  of  room. 

The  singularity  of  this  procedure  w as  mentioned  to 
the  editors  of  the  National  Intelligencer,  and  the  con- 
certed and  elaborate  efforts  of  other  presses,  to  bring 
odium  upon  the  administration  for  the  negociation 
of  this  convention,  aided  and  abetted  by  their  half 
publication  of  the  documents,  was  noticed  to  them- 
selves.— They  published  the  immaterial  extracts,  but 
gave  no  satisfactory  reason  for  their  conduct;  nor  has 
a solitary  paragraph  appeared  in  their  paper  either  to 
apologise  for  their  partial  selection  of  documents,  or 
to  defend  the  administration  against  the  aspersions  of 
its  enemies,  partly  founded  on  their  omissions.  Nor 
have  they  to  this  day  published  in  their  paper  more 
than  half  the  documents  communicated  by  the  presi- 
dent to  the  senate,  with  the  convention. 

Under  these  circumstances  it  became  indispensa- 
ble to  seek  some  other  vehicle  than  the  National  In- 
telligencer, for  the.  publication  of  the  convention  and 
of  the  documents  connected  with  it.  They  were  ac- 
cordingly, with  the  approbation  of  the  president  of 
the  United  States,  published  in  the  National  Govern- 
ment Journal,  a title  wrhich  the  editor  of  the  paper  had 
chosen  to  assume,  but  with  which  the  secretary  of 
state  had  no  more  to  do,  than  with  that  of  the  National 
Intelligencer.  That  paper  was  selected  for  the  pub- 
lication, because  it  was  exclusively  a compilation  of 
public  documents,  and  as  such  better  suited  for  such 
publications  than  any  miscellaneous  newspaper. 

[There  are  two  other  paragraphs.  The  first  says 
that  the  i<refusaV>  was  made  only  to  spare  a useless 
waste  of  time  in  making  out  two  copies  of  a volumi- 
nous document — and  the  second  declares  that  the  edi- 
tors of  the  National  Intelligencer  -were  informed  by 
the  secretary  of  state,  that  it  was  not  his  intention  ex- 
clusively to  withhold  from  them  the  first  publication 
of  documents — but  that  he  reserved  to  himself,  with 
the  approbation  of  the  president,  the  right  of  publish- 
ing documents  in  such  manner  as  he  should  deem  to  be 
most  conducive  to  the  public  good,  &c.] 

IdPThe  editors  of  the  “National  Intelligencer,” 
in  their  paper  of  Thursday,  have  two  columns  of  re- 
marks on  the  preceding  article.  They  deny  the  charge 
of  hostility  to  the  administration,  and  profess  great 
love  and  reverence  for  the  president.  As  to  the  charge 
of  garbling  the  documents,  they  say — 

“The  convention  with  Great  Britain  was  ratified  on 
Saturday,  the  22d  May.  On  Monday  following,  the 
injunction  of  secrecy  was  removed,  and  on  Tuesday 
following  we  stated  the  fact,  with  a promise  to  pub- 
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lish  “the  particulars”  in  our  next,  if  we  should  be 
able  to  obtain  them.  We  were  not  able  to  obtain 
them,  owing  to  the  construction  put  upon  the  order 
of  the  senate,  that  the  substance  and  not  the  particu- 
lars of  the  proceedings  were  to  be  published.  On 
the  26th  we  published  the  substance  of  the  treaty, 
and  the  fact  of  its  qualified  ratification,  which,  s*eek- 
ing  the  gratification  of  our  readers,  we  took  much 
trouble  to  obtain.  On  that  day  a different  construc- 
tion was  put  upon  the  rule  of  the  senate,  and,  through 
the  kindness  of  a member  of  the  house  of  representa- 
tives, (no  others  but  members  and  officers  of  con- 
gress being  allowed  to  enter  the  office  of  the  secre- 
tary of  the  senate),  we  obtained  a copy  of  the  docu- 
ments, and  an  extract  from  the  journal  of  the  senate. 
These  papers  we  published,  voluminous  as  they  were, 
on  the  28th — 29th  of  May,  as  we  received  them,  with 
the  exceptions,  viz:  that,  being  much  pressed  for 
room,  we  omitted  the  counter-projet'  of  the  British 
•commissioners,  which,  not  being  adopted,  was  not 
material,  and  is  not  now  alledged  to  have  been  so,  and 
the  “extracts  from  the  two  resolutions  of  the  house 
of  representatives,  one  of  the  9th  of  February,  1821, 
the  other  of  12th  April,  1822,”  which,  having  been 
before  published,  and  only  here  introduced  as  show- 
ing the  corroboration  between  the  views  of  congress, 
and  those  expressed  in  the  president’s  message,  we 
did  not  suppose  to  be  material.”  This, be  it  remem- 
bered, was  Saturday.  In  the  intermediate  time  be- 
tween that  publication  and  Monday,  we  heard  that 
the  omission  of  those  extracts  was  deemed  material. 
What  did  we  do  then?  We  did  not,  to  be  sure,  fall 
down  upon  our  knees,  and  ask  pardon  for  no  sin,  but 
we  did  promptly,  viz.  on  Monday,  put  into  type,  and 
•n  Tuesday  publish,  in  the  National  Intelligencer, 
these  identical  extracts,  saying  at  the  time  that  “we 
thought  we  had  published  every  thing  material  upon 
the  subject,  and  should  still  think  so,  had  it  not  been 
otherwise  suggested  by  a friend,”  viz.  by  that  much 
respected  gentleman  who  fills,  with  so  great  proprie- 
ty, the  situation  of  chief  clerk  in  the  department  of 
state.  If  this  was  not  “an  apology,”  it  certainly  was 
a prompt  attempt  to  repair  an  omission,  which,  if 
material,  was  yet  merely  inadvertent  These  omis- 
sions ire  have  never  seen  represented  as  “intentional 
suppressions  by  the  secretary  of  state,”  or  we  should 
certainly  have  contradicted  the  statement.” 

They  then  justify  the  “summary  of  the  arguments” 
on  the  treaty,  and  say  it  was  obtained  from  a mem- 
ber of  the  senate,  and  they  did  not  suppose  that  its 
“publication  could  conflict  with  the  views  of  the  exe- 
cutive,” & c.  They  thought  there  was  no  necessity  to 
defend  the  administration  on  account  of  the  conven- 
tion, and  quote  an  extract  from  their  paper  of  the 
4th  of  June,  in  which  they  said  they  should  have  con- 
sidered it  “an  unfortunate  incident  had  it  not  been 
ratified.”  They  excuse  themselves  for  not  having 
published  the  documents,  because  they  were  “confi- 
dentially communicated”  and  had  not  yet  been  fur- 
nished to  them,  nor  had  they  until  now  known  of  their 
publication* — but  say  that  they  would  yet  publish 
them,  if  it  was  thought  material,  &c.  and  they  make 
the  declaration,  that  their  paper  is  “the  only  one  which 
has  sufficient  circulation  to  diffuse  the  information 
among  the  people,  who  have  aright  to  it.” 

Domestic  cottons.  The  Delaware  Watchman  pub- 
lishes the  following  extracts  of  letters  from  Monte 
Video,  of  the  6th  ofiMay — 

“The  [British]  consuls  general  and  vice  consuls 
have  arrived  and  distributed  themselves  in  the  differ- 
ent ports,  even  to  Lima  ani]  Peru. 

“The  arrival  of  our  minister,  the  appointment  of 
consuls  by  England,  and  the  establishment  of  regular 

♦They  were  published  in  the  Journal,  printed  at 
Washington,  on  the  9th  of  last  month. 


packets,  together  with  the  f ivoranle  sentiments  ex- 
pressed in  parliament,  towards  the  independence  of 
South  America,  has  raised  the  spirits  of  the  patriots, 
and  they  will  I think  do  well.  The  article  of  coarse 
cotton  shirting  is  in  constant  demand  here — and  if  ’he 
manufacturers  will  be  faithful  and  honest  in  making 
them  good,  they  may  monopolize  this  market;  > n- 
glish  and  India  will  not  sell  while  American,  good,  is 
in  the  market — but  I have  seen  some  of  an  ordinary 
quality  here,  which  were  likely  to  injure  the  credit 
of  that  article.  In  a little  time,  if  the  manufacturers 
will  be  careful,  and  the  merchants  act  fair  and  ho- 
nestly in  selecting  good  goods,  instead  of  cheap  and  or- 
dinary, all  that  can  be  made  of  these  cotton  shirtings, 
called  here  “/ensos,”  will  find  a ready  sale  among  the 
country  people,  for  they  seem  to  like  nothing  so  well 
for  sheets,  trowsers,  shirts,  towels,  table-cloths,  &c.n 

FOREIGN  NEWS. 

Great  Britain,  London,  May  25,  1824,  | past  one 
o’clock.  The  money  market  is  considerably  agitat- 
ed, and  consols  have  fallen  to  95£  3-8  for  the  end  of 
the  month.  There  is  an  almost  unprecedented  dimi- 
nution of  one  per  cent.  Various  causes  are  assigned 
for  this  decline;  amongst  them  are  the  report  of  a 
congress — the  declaration  of  the  Journal  des  Debats, 
that  Yturbide,  if  successful  in  Mexico,  will  only  pave 
the  way  for  a legitimate  prince,  thereby  leading  to  an 
inference  that  France  is  intriguing  with  Spain — and 
the  news  from  Madrid  of  an  extraordinary  levy  of 
troops  for  the  invasion  of  South  America. 

France.  A French  vessel,  bound  to  Lima  with  war- 
like stores,  has  been  captured,  it  is  said,  off  the  Cape 
de  Verds — but  by  whom  is  not  stated. 

M.  Constant  has  been  admitted  to  his  seat  in  the 
chamber  of  deputies,  by  a vote  of  214  to  169. 

Spain.  The  report  is  that,  on  account  of  the  want 
of  rain,  the  miseries  of  a famine  may  be  added  to  the 
list  of  miseries  heaped  on  this  miserable  country. 

Portugal  has  again  become  tranquil.  The  king  has 
been  liberally  bestowing  titles  and  snuff  boxes  and 
medals  on  different  persons,  who  rallied  round  and 
supported  him,  against  his  affectionate  wife  and  hope- 
ful son.  Among  the  gifts  was  that  of  his  portrait,  set 
in  diamonds,  to  general  Dearborn,  our  minister  at 
Lisbon.  From  a part  of  a proclamation  of  prince 
Miguel,  it  appears  that  his  grand  purpose  was  to  mur- 
der the  freemasons,  “for  the  love  of  God”  and  to 
shew  his  respect  for  religion ! 

Colombia.  The  armed  schooner  General  Santander, 
capt.  Chase,  has  arrived  at  Laguira  with  three  Spanish 
vessels,  her  prizes,  three  brigs,  two  of  which  were 
armed,  whose  cargoes,  exclusive  of  a large  quantity 
of  specie  found  on  board  of  them,  are  valued  at 
$250,000.  They  were  part  of  a convoy  from  Havana 
J bound  to  Spain. 

The  British  public  agents  in  Colombia  are  very  li- 
beral in  their  assurances  that  their  government  wall 
take  a decided  part  in  support  of  the  independence  of 
South  America,  if  the  “holy  allies”  shall  combine  to 
destroy  it.  If  they  are  not  deceiving  themselves  or 
{ deceiving  the  people — Great  Britain  has  taken  her 
stand  on  this  interesting  subject,  and  if  so  the  “/ioh/” 
j folks  will  not  send  out  missionaries  to  convert  the  repub- 
I licans  to  monarchy  by  the  argument  of  the  bayonet. 

I Indeed,  the  London  Morning  Chronicle,  of  the  19th 
i May,  says — “It  is  currently  reported  to-day  that  the 
republic  of  Colombia  is  immediately  to  be  acknow- 
ledged by  the  British  government.” 


CHRONICLE. 

Baltimore  inspections — for  the  quarter  ending  July  I . 
136,277  bbls.  and  6,362 ±bbls.  wheat  flour.  37,164 obis. 
herrings,  4.9S0  shad,  937  hhds.  and  6,2S3  bbls.  domes- 
tic liquors,  3,068  bbls.  pork,  &c.  &c. 
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Schuylkill  Navigation  Canal.  The  twenty-two  mile 
section  of  this  important  work,  immediately  below 
the  borough  of  Reading,  we  are  informed,  was  open- 
ed for  use  on  the  fifth  instant;  and,  by  order  of  the 
managers,  was,  in  due  form,  named  the  GIRARD 
CANAL,  in  compliment  to  Stephen  Girard,  esq. 
who  so  liberally  supported  the  undertaking.  The 
opening  excited  great  interest  and  attention  through 
that  part  of  the  country,  and  was  appropriately  cele- 
brated by  alarge  party  from  Reading  and  other  places, 
with  a number  of  gentlemen  from  this  city,  who  na- 
vigated about  fourteen  miles  of  the  line.  No  acci- 
dent of  importance  has  happened  to  the  canal,  and 
it  is  understood  that  boats  can  pass  the  whole  distance 
from  Reading  to  this  city.  We  sincerely  congratulate 
the  public  upon  the  completion,  thus  far,  of  a canal 
which  promises  the  most  valuable  and  lasting  benefits 
to  Philadelphia  and  the  county  through  which  the 
work  passes.  Franklin  Gaz. 

The  bank  of  the  United  States  has  declared  a divi- 
dend of  per  cent,  payable  after  the  15th  inst. 

Early  vegetation.  The  Norfolk  Herald,  of  the  21st 
ult.  states  that,  on  a farm  near  that  borough,  the  corn 
already  bears  roasting  ears  of  the  largest  size. 


Messrs.  Crawford  and  Ed  wards. 

Desirous  of  giving  an  impartial  view  of  the  chief 
matters  lately  investigated  by  a committee  of  the 
house  of  representatives,  I have  looked  over  the 
mighty  mass  of  papers  published  for  the  purpose  of 
selecting  such  as  appeared  most  necessary  to  accom- 
plish this  object.  The  three  following  appear  the 
most  material  as  connected  with  the  first  report  of 
the  committee. 

C. 

Washington,  May  24,  1824. 

Sir:  I have  received  your  note  of  this  day’s  date, 
and  now  enclose  you  a copy  of  the  publication  of  Mr. 
Ed  vards,  made  in  1819,  in  reference  to  the  bank  of 
Edwardsville,  in  the  Edwardsville  Spectator  and  St. 
Louis  Enquirer,  and  from  the  former  copied  in  the 
Illinois  Gazette,  published  at  Shawneetown,  and 
from  which  last  mentioned  paper  the  enclosed  is 
taken. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  vour  obe- 
dient servant,  DANIEL  P.  COOK. 

The  hon.  John  Floyd. 

FROM  THE  EDWARDSVILLE  SPECTATOR. 

To  the  editors  of  the  St.  Louis  Enquirer . 

Gentlemen  The  honorable  secretary  of  the 
treasury  having,  at  my  particular  application,  direct- 
ed certain  deposites  of  public  money  to  be  made  in 
the  banks  of  Shawneetown  and  Edwardsville,  I feel 
myself  called  upon,  by  the  repeated  publications  in 
your  paper  against  the  latter  bank,  to  make  the  fol- 
lowing statements,  merely  for  my  own  justification, 
without,  however,  either  wishing  or  intending  to  en- 
gage in  any  further  controversy  upon  true  subject,  un- 
less it  should  become  necessary  to  support  the  facts 
themselves,  which  I shall  state. 

Whatever  might  have  been  the  original  intention 
of  those  who  had  been  most  active  in  procuring  the 
incorporation  of  the  bank  of  Edwardsville,  I did  sin- 
cerely believe,  at  the  time  it  was  about  to  be  put  int  o 
operation,  that  it  was  intended  to  be  conducted  with 
the  utmost  prudence  and  honesty;  and,  with  that  be- 
lief, I myself  subscribed  for  one  hundred  shares.  I 
personally  knew  that  $30,000  had  been,  actually,  and 
bona  fide,  paid  upon  the  stock  subscribed;  arid  the 
election  of  directors  was  a further  confirmation  to 
me,  that  nothing  like  fraud  or  imposition  was  con- 
templated. 

The  gentlemen  chosen,  as  directors,  were — 

1.  Colonel  Benjamin  Stephenson,  formerly  dele- 
gate in  congress;  then,  and  now,  receiver  of  public 
moneys  in  the  land  office  at  this  place. 


2.  William  Kinney,  esq.  a senator  in  our  state  le- 
gislature. 

3.  Abraham  Prickett,  esq.  a member  of  our  house 
of  representatives. 

4.  Joseph  Conway,  esq.  clerk  of  the  superior  court. 

5.  Doctor  Joseph  Bowers,  a gentleman  of  the  first 
respectability,  and  highly  distinguished  for  his  pro- 
fessional abilities. 

6.  Mr.  Robert  Pogue,  a respectable  merchant  of 

this  place.  . 

7.  T.  W.  Smith,  esq.  with  whom  I had  no  previ- 
ous acquaintance,  but  in  favor  of  whose  character  I 
have  seen  the  most  flattering  and  pointed  testimo- 
nials, from  members  of  congress,  the  vice  president^ 
of  the  United  states,  and  several  other  gentlemen  of 
the  first  respectability  in  the  state  and  city  of  New- 
York. 

8.  Maj.  Robert  Ladiam,  whom  I had  known  from 
infancy  to  manhood,  and  against  whose  honor  I had 
never  heard  the  slightest  insinuation:  and, 

9.  Myself. 

Reposing  that  confidence  in  a board  composed  of 
those  gentlemen  which  their  individual  characters  did 
justify,?!  felt  myself  warranted  in  giving  it,  as  my 
opinion,  to  the  honorable  secretary  of  the  treasury, 
that  the  public  deposites  could  be  as  safely  confided 
to  them,  as  to  the  directors  of  any  other  institution 
whatever;  and  1 am  happy  to  say,  that  Mr.  Crawford , 
who  has  been  regularly  informed,  and  is  intimately 
acquainted  with  the  general  conduct  of  the  board,  has 
had  no  reason  to  believe  that  my  confidence  was  mis- 
placed. 

To  say  nothing  of  the  three  last  named  directors, 
whose  residence  among  us  is  of  more  recent  date,  the 
five  first  named,  who  in  my  absence,  constituted  five- 
eighths  of  the  board,  are  generally  and  well  known; 
and,  I hazard  nothing  in  stating,  that  there  is  not  one 
man  of  respectability  in  this  state,  that  Knows  them, 
who  will  deny  that  their  characters  forbid  the  belief 
that  they  could  so  far  degrade  themselves  as  to  be- 
come the  wicked  accomplices  or  willing  instruments 
of  effecting  the  fraudulent  designs,  that,  by  its  ene- 
mies, have  been  imputed  to  the  bank.  The  personal 
interests  of  the  directors  could  have  afforded  no  such 
temptation ; for  the  accommodation  that  any  of  them 
have  asked  or  received,  has  been  very  moderate;  and 
it  ia  a fact,  that  the  president,  and  several  of  them, 
have  never  yet  borrowed  a cent  from  the  bank. 

As  to  general  Payne,  who  subscribed  for  a greater 
amount  of  stock  than  any  other  individual,  and  who 
has  been  so  frequently  alluded  to  in  the  publications 
agaihst  the  bank,  I can  only  say,  that  he  has  uniformly 
stated  to  me,  that  his  object  in  purchasing  the  stock, 
was  to  set  apart  a fund,  and  to  obtain  facilities  for 
the  payment  of  public  lands,  which  he  then  had  pur- 
chased, and  thereafter  intended  to  purchase;  and,  as 
far  as  1 am  informed,  his  conduct  has  corresponded 
with  his  professions;  for,  while  he  has  recommend- 
ed the  utmost  caution  and  circumspection  in  the 
management  of  the  bank,  neither  he,  nor  any  of  his 
connections,  has  ever  obtained  a loan  from  it. 

But,  whatever  may  have  been  the  objects  of  any 
one  or  more  gentlemen,  it  is  certain  that  the  bank  has 
been  managed  with  such  caution  and  discretion,  that 
I am  convinced  it  could  have  nothing  to  fear  from  a 
comparison  of  its  situation  with  that  of  any  other 
bank  in  the  United  States;  and  so  far  from  “strug- 
gling,” as  you  suppose  it  to  be,  “in  the  last  agonies  of 
death,”  I pledge  my  honor,  that  the  amount  of  specie 
in  its  vaults  exceeds,  by  several  thousand  dollars, 
twice  the  amount  of  its  notes  in  circulation;  and  that 
it  is  able  to  pay,  at  a moment’s  warning,  the  whole 
amount  it  owes  to  the  government;  which  statement 
it  would  be  folly  for  me  thus  publicly  to  make,  if 
it  were  not  true,  because  I well  know  the  secretary 
of  the  treasury  possesses  the  means  of  detecting  and 
exposing  any  error  which  it  might  contain. 
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BANKS. 


Br.  Kentucky,  Louisville 
Planters  & Merchants’ ) 
Bank  Huntsville  ) 

Bank  of  Missouri  - - 
Bank  of  Vincennes  - - 
Bank  of  Edwardsville  - 
Farmers  & Mechanics’ 
Cincinnati 


My  object,  however,  in  this  address,  is  not  to  sup-  4th.  That  the  bank  of  Edwardsville,  and  the  Far- 
port  the  future  credit  of  the  bank,  but  merely  to  show  mers  and  Mechanics’  bank  of  Cincinnati,  Living 
the  grounds  upon  which  my  recommendation  of  it  failed  to  make  any  provision,  by  security,  or  c 'hc.r- 
was  predicated  ; its  present  condition ; and  that  the  ex-  wise,  for  the  payment  of  the  debts  due  by  them  to  the 
pectations  which  I authorized,  have,  so  far,  been  com-  United  States,  suits  have  been  instituted  against  them, 
pletely  fulfilled  In  these  cases,  also,  some  loss  is  expected,  though 

For,  notwithstanding,  I do  verily  believe  that  nei-  no  correct  opinion  can  now  be  formed  as  to  the  cx- 
ther  the  government,  nor  any  individual,  is  in  dan-  tent. 

ger  of  being  intentionally  imposed  upon  by  the  bank,  j The  secretary  has  no  reason  to  apprehend  less 
so  long  as  it  continues  under  the  control  of  its  present  from  any  other  bank  in  which  the  public  money  is 
directors — yet,  intending  to  be  absent  from  the  state,  | deposited. 

«nd  considering  the  disastrous  pressure  of  the  present]  The  hon.  John  Floyd,  esq.  chairman  of  a select 
times,  the  hostility  which  the  bank  has  to  encounter,  j committee. 

and  particularly  the  opposition  of  gentlemen  in  this  ' Balance  at  the  credit  of  the  treasurer  of  the  United  States , 
state,  high  in  office,  who  have  been  exremely  anxious  in  fhc  following  banks,  May  3 1824. 

to  get  other  banks  into  operation,  with  the  aid  of  “fo- 
reign capital,”  as  it  is  termed,  I have  determined  to 
resign  my  seat  in  the  directory,  and  to  withdraw  from 
all  future  responsibility  cf  any  kind  whatever,  in  re- 
lation to  this  or  any  other  bank,  without  making  any 
fur'her  unsupported  effort,  to  retain  any  portion  of 
the  public  deposites  in  this  state;  leaving  it  to  the  di- 
rectors to  maintain  their  credit,  by  their  own  good 
conduct;  and  to  the  secret" ry  of  the  treasury,  to  judge 
for  himself,  upon*  the  returns  he  requires,  how  far 
it  may  be  prudent  to  trust  them. 

I will  only  add,  that,  in  the  support  which  I have 
hitherto  given  to  the  banks  of  Shawneetown  and  Ed- 
wardsville, I have  been  wholly  uninfluenced  by  any 
motives  of  pecuniary  interest;  and  that  I never  have 
applied  for,  or  obtained  a loan  from  either;  nor  am  I 
under  any  kim’  ;f  obligations  to  them. 

Very  respe  vitally,  I am,  gentlemen,  your  most  obe- 
dient servant,  NINIAN  EDWARDS. 

Edwardsville,  September  13,  1819. 

D. 

Treasury  department,  12th  May,  1S24. 

In  answer  to  the  letter  of  the  honorable  Mr.  Floyd 
chairman  of  a select  committee  of  the  house  of  repre- 


AMOUNT. 

None 

45,167 

11 

159,955 

8L7 

168,511 

64 

46,973 

50 

20,213 

01 

$440,820  63 
HOMAS  T.  T 

The  balance 
was  40.943  dolls. 
88  t-r:  ',  which 
was  drawn  for 
by  bill  No.  t 846, 
in  August  1823, 
anrl  civ.  ited  Br, 
United  States’ 
bank  Louisville, 
same  month. 


Treasurer  of  the  United  States 


E. 


Treasury  department,  20  March , 1824. 
The  secretary  of  the  treasury  has  had  the  honor  to 
receive  the  ietter  addressed  to  him,  on  the  12th  inst. 
by  the  honorable  Mr.  Livingston,  on  behalf  of  a se^- 
lect  committee  of  the  house  of  representatives. 

As  the  correspondence  with  Mr.  D.  B.  Mitchell, 
to  which  the  committee,  refers,  though  relating  partly 
to  public  transactions,  was  unofficial,  it  was  not 
has  the  honor  to  transmit  the  accompanying  state-!  place<I  oa  record  in  the  treasury  department  And, 
ment  from  the  treasurer,  shewing  the  balances  at  the : on  examination,  it  appears  that  only  two  of  the  let- 
ters included  m it  have  been  preserved.  These  are 
! Mr.  Mitchell’s  letters  of  the  19th  February,  and  28th 


credit  cf  that  officer 
Floyd’s  letter. 


in  the  banks  mentioned  in  Mr. 


By  this  statement,  it  appears  that  the  branch  bank;  1S1®’  the  former  of  which  has  been  found 

of  Kentucky,  at  Louisville,  owes  nothing  to  the  trea-  . “*es  °*  t*13  department,  and  the  latter  among 


sury;  the  debt  lately  due  by  that  institution  having 
been  entirely  discharged  in  August  last. 

Of  thepresent  condition  of  the  other  banks  men-j 
£ioncd  by  Mr.  Floyd,  the  secretary  is  not  sufficiently  I 
informed,  to  offer  any  opinio  . As  far,  however,  as 
relates  to  the  debts  due  by  them,  respectively,  to  the 
treasury,  he  has  the  honor  to  state; 

1st.  That  the  debt  due  by  the  Planters’ and  Mer- 
chants’ bank,  at  Huntsville,  is  considered  safe,  and  is 
in  a course  of  p'ayment;  having  been  reduced,  since 
the  report  made  by  the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  on 
the  14th  of  February,  1822,  from  $64,044,  to 
45,167  11. 

2d.  That  the  debt  due  by  the  bank  of  Missouri  is , 
also  considered  safe,  having  been  secured  in  a man- 
ner acknowledged  by  persons  competent  to  judge  on 
the  subject,  to  be  satisfactory;  and,  moreover,  that 


the  private  papers  of  the  secretary.  They  are  both 
I transmitted  herewith. 


To  explain  the  circumstance  of  public  matters  be-? 
ing  introduced  into  an  unofficial  correspondence 
between  two  public  officers,  it  is  proper  to  state,  that 
Mr.  Mitchell,  having  been  governor  of  Georgia,  and 
having  for  many  years  taken  an  active  part  in  the 
public  affairs  of  that  state,  had  long  been  personally 
well  known  to  the  secretary;  and  that  during  the  se- 
cretary’s residence  at  Washington,  though  his  own 
duties  left  him  but  little  leisure  for  private  corres- 
pondence, Mr.  Mitchell  had  been  in  the  habit  of  writ- 
ing to  him  freely  and  frequently;  introducing  into 
his  letters,  as  may  naturally  be  supposed  from  the 
former  and  actual  situation  of  the  parties,  a variety 
of  topics,  both  of  a public  and  local  character.  It  is, 
also,  to  be  observed,  that,  although  Mr  Mitchell,  as  In 


some  portion  of  it  is  understood  to  have  been  already  ; dian  agent,  was  not  precluded  from  any  official  c-orres- 


paid  to  the  agent 


pondence  with  the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  yet,  as 


3d.  That  the  debt  of  the  bank  of  Vincennes  was;  it  was  the  war  department  to  which,  under  the  presi- 


heretofore  supposed  to  have  been  secured;  but  that 
some  doubts  have  since  arisen,  both  as  to  the  validity 
and  the  value  of  part  of  the  security;  and  that, 
although  no  correct  opinion  can  now  be  formed  on 
the  subject,  there  is  reason  to  suppose,  that  a loss 
will  be  eventually  sustained  by  the  United  States. 
To  what  extent  this  may  be  the  case,  cannot,  at 
present, be  estimated:  but  measures  will  be  taken  to 
guard  the  interests  of  the  treasury  as  far  as  practica- 
ble. 


dent,  he  was  officially  accountable,  it  was  to  that  de- 
partment that  his  communications,  in  relation  to  his 
public  duties,  were  properly  to  be  addressed.  And  it 
appears  by  a publication,  which  has  been  sine'e  made 
by  Mr.  Mitchell,  that,  on  the  3d  and  18th  of  February, 
1818,  he  communicated  officially,  to  the  secretary  of' 
war,  the  same  information,  in  substance,  respecting 
hi3  conduct  in  relation  to  the  Africans,  as  was  con- 
tained in  his  private  letter  of  the  19th  of  February, 
tQ  the  secretary  of  the  treasury. 
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An  examination  of  Mr.  Mitchell’s  letters,  of  the 
19th  of  February  and  28th  of  April,  will  shew  that 
they  were  not  merely  unofficial,  but,  in  part,  at  least, 
private  and  confidential.  The  letter  of  the  25th  of  De- 
cember, 18 17,  which  is  the  only  other  letter  of  Mr. 
Mitchell,  required  by  the  committee,  is  believed  to 
have  been  of  the  same  character:  but,  in  what  de- 
gree, is  not  now  recollected. 

Although  it  was  no  part  of  the  duty  of  the  secre- 
tary of  the  treasury  to  have  taken  official  cognizance 
of  the  subject  of  Mr.  Mitchell's  letter,  of  the  25th  of 


Mitchell’s  letter  of  the  19th  February,  had  been  put 
up  with  the  attorney  general’s  opinion,  and  placed 
with  it  on  the  file  set  apart  for  that  officer’s  communi- 
cations. The  originals  of  the  opinion  and  of  those 
papers,  with  the  endorsements  made  on  them  at  the 
time,  are  now  transmitted  in  the  same  state  as  that  in. 
which  they  were  filed;  and  it  is  believed  that  their 
appearance  affords  intrinsic  evidence  that  they  were 
so  filed. 

The  papers  herewith  transmitted,  include  all  the 
correspondence  in  the  possession  of  the  secretary,  or 


December,  even  if  the  letter  bad  been  official,  yet  he  i in  the  treasury  department,  having  relation  to  the  sub- 
submitted it  to  the  president:  and,  as  the  circum-  ject  of  the  letters  required  by  the  committee,  not  here- 
stances  communicated  in  it  appeared  to  show  a de-  tofore  communicated  to  the  house  of  representatives, 
feet  in  the  existing  laws  on  the  subject,  he  submitted  1 It  has  been  insinuated  by  Mr,  Edwards,  that  these 
it,  also,  to  a committee  of  the  senate  which  had  been  letters  were  withheld  by  the  secretary,  in  violation  of 
appointed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  making  the  resolution  of  the  house  of  representatives  of  the 
further  provisions  by  law  for  preventing  the  intro-  31st  December,  1819,  for  the  purpose  of  screening 
duction  of  slaves.  "Whether  the  letter  was  returned  Mr.  Mitchell.  The  charge,  however,  is  contradicted 
to  the  secretary  by  that  committee,  or  what  disposi-  by  the  facts;  and  particularly  by  the  facts  upon  which 
tion  was  finally  made  of  it,  he  is  now  unable  to  state,  it  purports  to  be  founded.  The  letter  of  the  collec- 
He  has  written,  however,  to  Mr.  Roberts,  who  was  ! tor  of  Darien,  of  the  14th  of  March,  which  was  com- 
chairman  of  that  committee,  for  such  information  as  municated  under  that  resolution,  and  to  which  as  well 
he  can  furnish;  and  when  the  answer  is  received  it  as  the  other  papers  communicated  by  the  secretary 
shall  be  communicated  to  the  committee.  j on  the  11th  of  January,  1820,  the  committee  is  re- 

The  additional  circumstances  disclosed  in  Mr.  spectfully  referred,  begins  thus:  “I  had  the  honor  to. 
Mitchell’s  letter  of  the  19th  of  February,  induced  the  , address  you  per  last  mail,  and  to  enclose  to  you  pa- 
secretary  to  submit  it  to  the  attorney  general;  and  pers  respecting  forty-seven  African  negroes,  taken  by 
while  it  was  before  him,  the  letter  of  the  collector  of  the  surveyor  of  Darien,  from  one  Jared  E.  Groce,  on 
Darien,  of  the  9th  of  March,  1818,  containing  his  offi-  their  way  to  the  Alabama  territory,  through  the  Indian 
cial  report  of  the  seizure  of  the  Africans,  was  receiv-  nation,  and  forty-one  others  at  the  Creek  agency,  from 
ed,  and  was  also  submitted  to  the  attorney  general. ! the  negro  houses  of  the  agent  for  Indian  affairs.” 
As  the  opinion  of  the  attorney  general  recommended  > Here,  then,  is  a disclosure  of  the  very  fact,  which,  if 
that  the  case  should  be  left  to  the  decision  of  the  the  secretary’s  design  was  to  screen  Mr.  Mitchell,  it 
courts,  before  which  it  was  then  supposed  to  be  pend-  j was  fatal  to  disclose,  viz.  that  a large  number  of  Afri- 
ing,  the  secretary  informed  Mr.  Mitchell  of  the  fact;  i cans,  who  had  been  illicitly  introduced,  had  been  seiz- 
presuming  that,  as  far  as  the  secretary  was  concern-  j ed,  not  only  at  Mr.  Mitchell’s  residence,  and  at  the 
ed,  the  affair  was  then  terminated;  as,  indeed,  it  soon  j seat  of  his  authority,  but  in  his  own  negro  houses.  It 
after  was,  by  the  delivery  of  the  Africans  to  the  ex-  | will  be  seen  by  the  committee,  that  the  collector's  let- 
ecutive  authority  of  Georgia,  As  this  letter  was  writ-  j ters  of  the  9th,  though  it  contains  the  details  of  the 
ten  in  answer  to  unofficial  letters,  and,  probably,  con-  seizure,  does  not  more  strongly  implicate  Mr.  Mitch- 
tained  allusions  to  some  of  the  private  matters  notie-  ; ell  than  he  is  implicated  by  this  disclosure.  But  wliat- 
ed  in  those  letters,  it  was  notmade  official;  and,  conse- , ever  may  be  the  purport  and  bearing  of  the  letter  of 
quently,  was  not  placed  on  the  records  of  the  treasu- ! the  9th,  that  letter  is  particularly  pointed  to  in  the 
ry  department.  Copies  of  unofficial  letters  are  letter  of  14th,  as  containing  papers  respecting. the 
rarely  retained  by  the  secretary;  and,  of  this  letter,  seizure  of  those  negroes.  And  if  there  had  been  a 
none  was  taken.  j design  to  suppress  the  letter  of  the  9th,  it  was  neces- 

The  opinion  of  the  attorney  general,  however,  was  j gary  to  its  success  that  this  reference  to  a letter  which 
filed  in  the  department;  and,  it  appears,  that  with  it  j would  have  defeated  the  design,  should  also  have  been 
were  filed  the  papers  upon  which  the  opinion  was  j suppressed.  But,  upon  what  principles  that  govern 
founded,  viz.  Mr.  Mitchell’s  letter  of  the  19th  of  Fe-  j human  conduct,  can  the  design  of  favoring  Mr.  Mitch- 


bruary,  and  the  letter  of  the  collector  of  Darien  of  the 
9th  of  March. 

There  is  reason  to  believe  that  it  was  owing  to  the 
circumstance  of  these  papers  having  been  filed  with 
the  opinion  of  the  attorney  genera],  that  the  letter  of 
the  collector  of  Darien  was  overlooked  when  the  pa- 
pers were  collected  to  be  transmitted  under  the  reso- 
lution of  the  house  of  representatives,  of  the  31st 
December,  1819.  It  will  be  seen  by  the  endorsements 
made  on  the  original  resolution,  [which  is  herewith 
transmitted],  by  the  secretary  and  Mr.  Jones,  the  chief 
clerk  of  the  department,  that  the  duty  of  collecting 
the  papers  called  for  by  the  resolution  was  assigned 
by  the  secretary  to  the  chief  clerk,  and  was  performed 


ell,  at  the  expense  even  of  honor  and  duty,  be  recon- 
ciled with  the  suppression  of  papers  that  tended  to 
his  justification?  For  it  will  be  seen  by  the  commit- 
tee that  Mr.  Mitchell’s  letters,  which  the  secretary 
has  been  charged  with  concealing  and  withholding, 
represent  his  conduct  in  the  transaction  referred  to, 
as  that  of  a vigilant,  intelligent  and  faithful  public 
officer.  And  it  is  believed  that  if  the  guilt  or  inno- 
cence of  Mr.  Mitchell  were  to  be  determined  on  no 
other  grounds  than  those  afforded  by  the  communica- 
tions made  to  the  secretary  by  the  collector  of  Da- 
rien and  himself,  all  of  which,  [with  the  exception  of 
the  letter  of  the  25th  of  December],  are  now  before 
the  committee,  Mr.  Mitchell  would  be  free  from  sus- 


by  him.  And,  by  the  interlineation  in  his  hand  writ-  ■ picion.  So  far,  then,  from  having  been  improperly 
ing,  in  the  original  rough  draft  of  the  secretary’s  re-  influenced  by  any  sentiment  of  partiality  towards  Mr. 

Mitchell,  in  withholding  these  papers,  it  is  believed 
that  if  any  error  hasbeen  committed  by  the  secretary 
in  relation  to  them,  it  is  on  the  other  side.  If,  on  the 
one  hand,  the  letters  of  the  collector  inculpate  Mr. 


port,  under  that  resolution,  [which  is  herewith  tram 
mitted],  it  will  be  seen  that  the  report  passed  through 
his  hands  from  the  secretary  to  the  house.  From  the 

lapse  of  time,  that  gentleman  is  not  now  able  to  ex-  _ 

plain  why  the  collector’s  letter,  of  the  9th  of  March,  Mitchell, 'so  on  the  other  handV his  own  letters  justify 
was  not  transmitted  with  the  other  letters;  but  the  • him:  and,  though  one  letter  of  the  collector  was  omit- 
probability  is,  that,  in  collecting  the  papers  required.,  ted  to  be  communicated  to  the  house;  yet,  on  the 
bis  examination  was  confined  to  the  files  of  the  seve-  j other  hand,  all  the  letters  of  Mr.  Mitchell  were  omit- 
<ral  collectors  and  officers  of  the  customs,  without  re-  ] ted.  So  that,  as  far  as  Mr.  Michell  was  concerned, 
collecting  that  this  letter  of  the  collector,  and  Mr.  | the  charge  was  presented  without  the  justification. 
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It  is  believed,  that,  while  the  circumstances  stated 
in  this  communication  explain  satisfactorily  the  rea- 
sons why  the  correspondence  referred  to  by  the  com- 


clare,  that,  even  after  I had  written  my  address  to  tne 
house  of  representatives,  I would  most  gladly  have 
withheld  it,  if  I could  have  hoped,  by  any  more  pacific 


mittee  was  not  laid  before  the  house,  under  the  reso-  means,  to  have  obtained  a withdrawal  of  his  unjust 


lution  of  the  31st  December,  1819,  it  is  demonstrated 
by  tue  communications  made  by  the  secretary  to  the 
president,  to  the  committee  of  the  senate,  to  the  at- 
torney general,  and  to  the  house  itself,  that  there  lias 
been  no  wish  nor  intention  on  the  part  of  the  secre- 
tary to  withhold  from  the  proper  authorities  any  in- 
formation, whether  made  known  to  him  officially,  or 
unofficially,  of  the  violation  of  the  law,  in  the  case 
alluded  to,  or  of  Mr.  Mitchell’s  conduct  in  the  trans- 
action. 

ICPThe  next  paper,  apparently  in  order,  is  Mr. 
Edwards’  letter  to  the  editors  of  the  “National  Intel- 
ligencer,” after  his  return  to  the  city  of  Washington, 
as  follows.  His  complaint  of  a disposition  to  prejudge 
his  r ise  is  iust,  as  will  evidently  appear  from  a refer- 
rence  to  what  took  place  in  the  house  of  representa- 
tives, on  the  presentation  of  his  address,  before  it  was 
read. 

Messrs.  Gales  & Seaton:  There  having  been  much 
speculation  in  regard  to  my  willingness  to  return  to 
this  place,  and  meet  my  accusers  face  to  face,  I beg 
leave,  through  the  medium  of  your  very  useful  and 
widely  circulated  paper,  to  state  to  the  public,  that  a 
countermand  of  the  orders  of  the  president,  under 


insinuation,  or  to  have  paralysed  its  effects.  I had  not 
been  such  an  inattentive  and  careless  observer  of  the 
current  events  of  a few  years  past,  (which  the  public 
have  also  witnessed),  as  not  to  have  foreseen  the  con- 
sequences of  any  attempt  on  my  part,  to  question  the 
justice  of  Mr.  Crawford’s  attack  upon  me,  or  to  de- 
fend myself  against  it.  And  hence,  I have  neither 
been  surprised  by  the  abuse,  vilifications  and  prejudi- 
cations that  have  been  pronounced  against  me,  by 
gentlemen  whose  impartiality  appears  to  have  render- 
ed them  extremely  anxious  to  become  my  judges; 
nor  by  the  unblushing  falsehoods,  and  other  vile 
means,  by  which  certain  newspaper  editors  have 
endeavored  to  forestal  and  prejudice  public  opinion 
against  me.  These  consequences  I well  knew  before- 
hand I should  have  to  meet.  They  were  painful  in 
anticipation — their  realization  is  excessively  so;  but 
I had  no  other  alternative  than  to  bear  them,  or,  most 
dishonorably,  to  shrink  from  the  defence  of  my  own 
character.  I did  not  hesitate  between  such  alterna- 
tives, and,  whatever  may  be  the  result,  I shall  never 
regret  the  choice  I made. 

The  good  people  of  this  union  have  witnessed  the 
harsh  and  unfair  treatment  that  I have  experienced, 
and  I have  no  doubt  they  will  concur  w ith  me  in 


which  I left  the  city  in  March  last,  and  the  summons  I tfte  opinion  that  it  is  high  time  that  an  overbearing  and 
of  the  committee,  having  reached  me  at  Edwards-  } domineering  spirit,  too  often  heretofore  exhibited, 
viile,  on  the  afternoon  of  the  12th  instant,  I instantly  j which  would  thus  overawe  and  intimidate  freemen 
commenced  the  i ndispensable  preparations  for  my  re- | from  the  exercise  of  an  acknowledged  right,  or  the 
turn — left  home  the  next  day,  and,  by  availing  myself'  performance  of  a public  duty,  should  receive  a salu- 


of  every  possible  means  of  expediting  my  journey 
should  have  arrived  here  on  the  28th  instant,  (the 
fourteenth  day  from  St.  Louis^,  had  I not  met  colonel 
Johnson,  of  the  senate,  and  other  members  of  con- 
gress, at  Washington,  in  Pennsylvania,  and  learnt 


tary  check;  and  I shall  not  regret  the  opportunity  of 
contributing  to  that  object,  by  affording  a demonstra- 
tion of  the  utter  impotency  of  such  means  to  produce 
the  slighest  effect  upon  myself. 

Whenever  the  time  shall  arrive  that  any  American 


from  them  that  congress  would  certainly  adjourn  on  ! citizen  cannot, “in  decent  and  respectful  terms,  vindi- 
tne  27th  instant,  and  that  it  was  not  expected  that  the  j cate  his  own  character  against  the  injustice  of  a pub- 
committee  would  be  authorized  to  act  after  the  ad-  j lie  officer,  or  question  the  infallibility  of  the  latter, 
journment.  Supposing,  in  consequence  of  this  infor-i  without  being  vilified,  denounced  and  prejudged,  on 
mation,  that  I had  lost  all  opportunity  of  deriving  any  the  floor  of  the  house  of  representatives , and  such  con 
advantage  from  my  presence,  I afterwards  yielded  to  : duct  shall  be  tolerated  by  public  sentiment,  and  back- 
the  claims  of  my  frail  constitution,  by  travelling  more  ; ed  by  power  and  patronage,  we  may  bid  a final  adieu 
leisurely,  but,  nevertheless,  have  performed  the  jour-  j to  our  liberties,  and  aggression  may  triumph  with  im- 
ney  in  less  time  than,  I believe,  it  has  ever  been  done  | punity. 

by  any  member  of  congress,  or,  indeed,  by  any  other  j But,  among  all  the  occurrences  that  have  presente t! 
person  from  that  quarter  of  the  union.  I themselves,  in  relation  to  this  unhappy  affair,  nothing 

Although  the  promptitude  and  alacrity  with  which  i has  surprised  me  more  than  that  you  should  have 
I determined  to  obey  the  summons  of  the  committee, ! stated  to  the  public  that  I remained  here  several  days 
and  the  perseverance  with  which,  under  very  adverse  after  Mr.  Crawford  made  the  report  in  question ; and 
circumstances,  I encountered  the  toil  and  fatigue  of  • that  other  gentlemen,  who  knew  I had  left  the  city, 
so  long  a journey,  in  so  short  a time,  may  not  afford  the  under  the  orders  of  the  president,  and  in  pursuance 
most  satisfactory  verification  of  certain  bold  and  con-  I of  arrangements  for  my  embarkation  for  Mexico, 
fident predictions,  that  “I  would  not  dare  to  shew  my  | which  had  been  made  before  the  report  was  sent  to 
face  here,”  in  vindication  of  my  own  character  against , the  house,  should  themselves  have  imagined,  or  could 
an  ingenious  plot,  that  I shall  always  believe  was  in- 1 have  supposed,  that  an  intelligent  people  could  be  in- 
tended to  destroy  it  forever;  yet,  if  it  will  afford  any  I duced  to  believe  that  any  justification  for  the  vitupe- 
consolation  for  the  mortification  that  must  result  from  { rative  reproaches  that  have  been  so  unsparingly  be- 
this  additional  proof  of  the  little  reliance  that  is  to  I stowed  upon  me,  was  to  be  found  in  the  circumstance 
be  placed  in  rash  and  hasty  conclusions,  1 have  no  he-  j of  my  having  embraced  the  first  opportunity  that  pre- 
sitation  in  admitting  that  I regard  the  unfortunate  con-  sented  itself,  on  my  journey,  io  vindicate  myself,  is 
test  in  which  1 have  been  reluctantly  involved,  with  also  rather  more  than  I was  prepared  to  expect.  Nor 
all  those  apprehensions  which  a rational  man  may  be  j is  it  improbable  that  it  may  be  regarded  by  those  im- 


supposed  to  feel, who  is  fully  sensible  that  he  has  every 
disadvantage  and  the  most  fearful  odds  to  encounter, 
without  any  thing  more  to  sustain  him  than  the  mere 
justice  of  his  cause. 

Little,  indeed,  is  the  merit  I can  justly  claim  for  my 
fortitude  in  engaging  in  this  most  unpleasant  contro- 
versy; for,  1 am  free  to  confess  that,  if  Mr.  Craw- 
ford had  not  rendered  it  necessary  to  my  reputation,  I 
should  not  have  had  the  temerity  to  enter  the  lists 
with  an  antagonist  possessing  such  formidable  and 
appalling  advantages  over  me;  and!  do  sincerely  de- 


partial judges,  to  whom  we  all  have  to  submit,  as  an 
artifice  to  lessen  the  odium  that  is  justly  due  to  the 
means  which  left  me  no  other  alternative  thgn  to  sub- 
mit, in  silence,  to  injurious  imputations,  or  to  defend 
myself  under  those  disadvantageous  circumstances. 

After  Mr.  Crawford’s  effort,  which  occupies  nearly 
three  columns  of  your  paper,  to  prove  that  I had 
sworn  falsely,  it  can  no  longer  be  doubted  by  any 
one  that  his  report  was  intended  to  impeach  ray  credi- 
bility, the  more  especially  as  it  appears,  from  his  own 
view  of  the  subject,  that  the  letter  therein  alluded  io 
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•was  not  one  of  those  which  he  was  bound  to  have  com- 
municated, or  about  which  any  remark  whatever  was 
required  by  his  official  duty.  Who,  then,  can  be  so 
unjust  as  to  blame  me  for  defending  myself  ? Where, 
let  me  ask,  is  the  man  to  be  found,  who  sets  the  least 
value  on  his  character,  and  being  conscious  of  his  in- 
nocence, would  not  have  done  so?  If,  then,  there  is 
any  blame  for  bringing  this  subject  before  the  house 
of  representatives,  at  so  late  a period  of  the  session, 
it  is  due  to  Mr.  Crawford— not  to  me;  for  my  defence 
was  produced  by  his  attack:  and  this  he  might  have 
made  earlier,  or  forborne  to  have  made  at  ail. 

The  truth  is,  that  I never  saw  or  heard  of  the  report 
until  the  morning  after  it  was  made.  A copy  of  it 
was  then  brought  to  me  by  a member  of  the  house  of 
representatives,  about  one  hour  before  my  intended 
departure,  and  so  entirely  unexpected  was  it  to  me, 
that  I could  not  decide  what  course  it  would  be  best 
to  take  in  regard  to  it.  I,  however,  waited  the  balance 
of  that  day,  endeavoring  to  collect  such  documents  as 
I supposed  might  be  useful  to  me,  in  any  event  that 
might  probably  happen,  left  the  city  the  next  morning, 
and  arrived  in  Baltimore  the  same  evening,  without 
having  determined  how  or  when  I should  defend  my- 
self. Nor  was  any  part  of  my  defence  written  until 
after  my  arrival  at  Wheeling.  Having,  at  that  time, 
nothing  in  my  possession  to  establish  the  truth  of  my 
oath  before  the  committee,  1 had  no  other  means  of 
defence  than  to  impeach  and  invalidate  the  statement 
that  was  so  well  calculated  to  injure  me.  This  I dfQ, 
as  well  as  I could,  and  transmitted  my  vindication, 
imperfect  as  it  was,  to  the  house,  intending  to  make, 
but  fearing  that  I should  not  be  able  to  transmit,  a 
more  perfect  one  before  an  adjournment  might  take 
place,  that  would  deprive  me  of  the  opportunity  of 
conveying  my  defence  through  the  same  channel  by 
which  I had  been  assailed.  Had  I then  possessed  the 
testimony  which  I have  since  been  fortunate  enough 
to  procure,  but  of  which  I then  had  no  certainty,  I 
believe  I should,  on  my  own  account,  and  not  in  re- 
spect to  the  claim  of  any  one  else,  have  abstained  from 
every  thing  like  recrimination.  It  will  be  seen  that  I 
could  not  have  made  the  full  and  triumphant  defence 
that  is  now  in  my  power,  without  haying  returned  to 
Edwardsviile;  and  no  time  was  lost  in  preparing  for 
further  defence  after  I reached  there. 

My  present  task  is  to  show,  1st,  that  my  conduct,  in 
regard  to  the  bank  of  Edwardsviile,  has  been  fairly 
stated;  2d,  that  I did  not  swear  falsely;  and,  3d,  that 
the  facts  which  I have  alleged  argumentatively,  in  my 
vindication  against  Mr.  Crawford,  are  true.  All  of 
this  I am  able  to  do,  and  shall  do,  if  I can  have  a fair 
opportunity  afforded  me  for  that  purpose.  As  to  Mr. 
Crawford’s  intentions  in  regard  to  those  several  acts, 
I have  not  put  that  in  issue  by  any  thing  that  I have 
said  in  my  vindication.  It  was  not  necessary  for  me 
to  do  so.  None  can  admit  those  facts  to  be  true,  and 
deny  the  justness  of  the  arguments  I have  deduced 
from  them. 

In  thus  using  them,  I. expressly  disclaimed  “any 
other  construction  of  them  than  the  most  innocent  of 
which  they  were  susceptible;”  and,  considering  Mr. 
Crawford’s  present  state  of  health,  I am  extremely 
reluctant  to  push  any  controversy  with  him  beyond 
what  is  necessary  to  my  own  defence.  I,  therefore, 
shall  be  content,  as  it  relates  to  him,  that  those  facts 
shall  he  fairly  decided  on,  without  reference  to  any 
“bad  intentions.”  But  I shall  insist,  before  the  na- 
tion, that  each  fact  ought  to  be  distinctly  decided  on. 
If  I have  mis-stated  any  fact,  let  it  be  specifically  al- 
leged, so  that  I can  meet  it  fairly.  If,  on  the  other 
hand,’  any  one  or  all  of  the  facts  I have  alleged  be 
true;  the  people  must  see  that  1 ought  to  have  the 
benefit  of  such  a decision.  I feel  no  solicitude  but 
about  two  facts,  which  have  not  been  decided  on  by 
the  committee;  and  these  shall  be  so  distinctly  alleg- 
ed by  me.  and  accompanied  with  such  proof  to  estab- 


lish them,  as  to  show  that  I am  entitled  to  a decision 
in  my  favor  upon  them. 

My  fellow- citizens  must  see  the  difficulties  and  dis- 
advantages I have  to  encounter;  but,  knowing  myself 
that  the  facts  I have  alleged  are  substantially  true,  as 
above  suggested,  I will  maintain  them  firmly,  trusting 
to  a final  decision  by  a just  and  enlightened  people. 
Beyond  this,  it  is  not  my  wish  to  go.  But,  if  there 
shall  be  a determination  to  push  matters  further,  I 
can  have  no  objection,  and  the  public  may  rest  assur- 
ed that  I shall  not  be  intimidated  frompushinga  scru- 
tiny to  the  utmost  limit.  I wish  it,  however,  to  be 
understood,  that  it  will  be  defensive  on  my  part. 

There  are  other  collateral  matters  that  shall  be  at- 
tended to  in  due  time.  At  present,  I have  enough  to 
do  to  attend  to  the  main  point.  Persecuted  and  at- 
tacked from  so  many  different  quarters,  the  people 
ean  be  at  no  loss  to  discover  the  true  motive  of  such 
an  illiberal  course,  and  the  impossibility  of  my  attend- 
ing to  such  a multiplicity  of  attacks  at  one  and  the 
same  time. 

If,  after  all,  the  combination  againstme  shall  prove 
too  powerful,  and  I shall  be  put  down,  my  fellow-ci- 
tizens shall  see  that  it  will  be  for  no  greater  an  of- 
fence than  the  fearless  defence  of  my  own  character, 
and  maintaining  the  truth. 

In  conclusion,  I have  only  to  request  that  you  will 
correct  the  error  into  wdiich  you  were  betrayed  in  re- 
gard to  the  time  I remained  here  after  Mr.  Crawford’s 
report  was  made.  I have  testimony,  which  you  can 
see,  if  you  desire  it,  that  I left  here  on  the  24th  of 
March,  and  transacted  business  in  Baltimore  cn  the 
evening  of  that  day.  The  report  was  made  on  the 
22d  and  between  that  day  and  the  24th  there  surely 
was  but  one  day  NINIAN  EDWARDS. 

Washington,  June  L 

BCjpWe  then  arrive  at  the  documents,  deposi- 
tions, &c.  published  with  the  second  report  of  the  com- 
mittee. These  would  fill  somewhere  about  five  or 
six  sheets  of  the  Register,  but  as  not  one  person  in 
an  hundred  would  read  them,  a few  articles  are  se- 
lected, as  being  thought  sufficient,  with  the  reports, 
arguments,  remarks,  &c.  to  meet  the  case  in  general. 
The  loans  made  to  the  banks  in  the  District  of  Colum- 
bia stand  prominent.  The  following  depositions  will 
shew  the  nature  of  them. 

James  Sanderson , of  Alexandria,  sworn,  at  the  request  of 
Mr,  Edwards. 

Question,  by  Mr.  Edwards.  I wish  you  to  state  what 
you  know  concerning  sums  of  money  obtained  by  the 
Mechanic’s  Bank  of  Alexandria,  from  the  secretary 
of  the  treasury. 

Answer.  In  January,  IS  19, 1 was  president  of  that 
bank:  at  that  time,  there  was  a run  on  that  bank, 
and  the  bank  was  much  embarrassed.  I waited  on 
the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  and  he.  loaned,  at  one 
time,  $17,000;  at  another,  $20,000.  I shewed  him  a 
statement  of  the  concerns  of  the  bank,  proving  its 
condition  to  be  good,  and  reminded  him  of  former 
loans  by  the  bank,  to  government,  in  an  hour  of  its 
necessity.  He  replied,  that  he  would  consult  the 
president  of  the  United  States,  and  let  me  know  the 
result;  and,  when  I called  again,  told  me  the  govern- 
ment was  disposed  to  do  all  it  could  to  relieve  the 
bank,  as  well  as  the  other  banks  of  the  district,  and 
gave  me  a draft  on  the  the  bank  of  Alexandria  for 
$17,000.  This  was  on  or  about  the  12th  of  January. 
On  or  about  tbe  23d  of  the  same  month,  I called  on 
him  again,  and  he  gave  me  another  draft  on  the  same 
bank  for  $20,000.  I understood  these  sums  as  loans 
ordeposites,  made  to  relieve  and  aid  the  bank.  I 
continued  president  of  the  bank  a few  weeks,  and, 
soon  after  I left  it,  it  stopped  specie  payment  for  a 
short  time,  sometime  about  the  middle  of  March. 

Q.  Has  the  bank  repaid  any  of  these  loans? 

A.  I went,  this  morning,  to  look  at  the  books  of  the 
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bank,  and  find  that  the  amount  appears  to  have  been  i 
repaid. 

Question,  by  Mr.  Forsyth.  When  did  you  first  call 
©n  the  secretary? 

•Answer.  It  was  on  Friday— but,  as  I understood  he 
was  much  engaged,  on  Saturdays,  in  receiving  visits 
of  members  of  congress,  I called  again  on  Monday, 
when  ! received  the  Si 7 ,000. 

Question , by  Mr.  Forsyth.  Were  there  any  deposites 
made,  by  government,  in  that  bank,  pre  viously  to  those 
you  have  now  spoken  of? 

Ansicer.  There  were  not,  I believe,  except  the  mo- 
ney which  had  been  loaned  to  the  government  previ- 
ous to  the  time  I speak  of. 

JAMES  SANDERSON. 

June  9, 1824. 

Charles  T.  Chapman,  sworn,  at  the  request  of  Mr.  Ed- 
wards. 

I was  cashier  of  the  Union  Bank  of  Alexandria. 
In  June,  1819,  owing  to  the  heavy  pressures  upon  the 
bank,  and  considering  a disadvantageous  loan  had 
been  made  by  the  bank  to  the  government,  and  believ- 
ing, as  1 then  did,  and  do' now,  that  unless  some  tem- 
porary relief  could  be  obtained  at  the  moment,  a se- ; 
rious  inconvenience  would  have  resulted  to  the  insti-  j 
tution — under  such  circumstances  a committee  was  j 
appointed  to  solicitfrom  the  hon.  Wm.  H.  Crawford,  j 
secretary  of  the  treasury,  a temporary  aid— which  he  j 
was  pleased  to  grant,  under  the  condition  that  the  I 
amount  should  be  refanded  when  demanded.  The 
sum  received  from  the  treasury  was  $30,000  in  June, 
1819,  and  having  received  information  that  it  must 
be  refunded  in  January,  1S20,  a part  was  paid  in 
the  latter  month,  and  the  balance  in  February  of  the  | 
same  year,  and  although  the  funds  we  received  from  ! 
the  treasury,  were  not,  nor  could  have  been  desirable,  . 
under  any  other  circumstances  than  those  above  men-  1 
tioned,  yet  interest  Avas  paid  upon  the  same.  The  , 
money  thus  received  from  the  treasury  was  all,  I be-  | 
lieve,  paid  into  the  office  of  discount  anddeposite  of 
the  bank  of  the  United  States  at  Washington,  either 
by  deposites  or  drafts  of  the  treasurer  through  that 
bank  upon  us. 

The  solvency  of  the  Union  Bank  was,  I believe, 
never  questioned  at  any  time  during  its  operations. 

C.  T.  CHAPMAN. 

June  9, 1824. 

William  Rhodes,  sworn , at  the  request  of  Mr.  Edwards. 

I was  cashier  of  the  Franklin  Bank  of  Alexandria, 
from  May,  1816,  to  June,  1819;  when  1 left  the  bank 
it  was  indebted  to  the  United  States,  I think  in  the 
sum  of  $48,000.  I cannot  certainly  tell  when  it  be- 
came indebted,  but  believe  it  was  in  ISIS  or  1819. 
It  became  indebted,  as  I understood,  in  consequence 
of  an  application  by  our  directors  to  the  secretary  of 
the  treasury  for  a loan;  there  were,  I believe,  three  j 
such  applications;  at  the  first  we  received  $18,000, 
the  second  $18,000  and  at  the  third  $12,000;  the  mo- 
ney was  advanced  to  the  bank  to  relieve  it  from  its 
embarrassments.  I feel  very  certain  as  to  the  aggre- 
gate amount  of  $48,000,  but  am  not  so  sure  as  to  the 
amount  of  the  different  sums  obtained  at  each  applica- 
tion, nor  respecting  the  time  when  they  were  obtain- 
ed. My  impression  is  that  the  loans  were  all  obtain-  j 
ed  within  thr  course  of  about  six  months  I cannot 
state  whether  interest  was  or  was  not  to  be  allowed 
upon  them.  1 have  no  farther  knowledge  of  the  i 
transaction  than  that  I received  the  warrants  from  the  ! 
treasury,  and  passed  the  amount  to  the  credit  of  the 
United  States.  I now  recollect  that  I was,  in  one  in-  j 
stance,  requested  by  the  directors  to  write  a letter  to  j 
the  secretary,  requesting  a deposite  in  our  bank,  j 
which  I did  accordingly,  but  I do  not  remember  at 
what  time,  nor  whether  it  was  before  or  after  the  first 
loan.  WM.  RHODES. 


Daniel  Kurtz,  s i'  at  the  request  of  Mr.  F (hoards. 

I am  cashier  of  the  bank  of  Columbia,  and  have 
been  for  more  than  two  years.  Since  1 have  been 
cashier  the  bank  lias  been  indebted  to  the  United 
States,  in  all,  about  $300,000.  The  bank  was  appoint- 
ed agentfor  the  treasury,  to  collect  certain  uncurrent 
money;  the  whole  amount  above  mentioned,  did  not, 
however,  consist  of  such  collections;  there  were  some 
balances,  about  $40,000,  left  from  former  transac- 
tions with  the  treasury.  The  sum  I have  mentioned, 
was  owing  by  the  bank  when  I became  cashier,  and 
has  remained  about  the  same  ever  since.  When  the 
United  States  bank  went  into  operation,  the  bank  of 
Columbia  owed  the  government  from  $30,000  to 
$80,000 — a part  of  which  was  drawn  for  by  the  treasu- 
ry, say  about  $15,000.  The  balance  has  not  been 
drawn  for,  and  remains  a cash  debt  to  the  United 
States. 

I do  not  know  precisely  what  arrangement  was 
made  with  the  bank,  respecting  the  collection  of  un- 
current notes;  but  I have  understood  that  so  much 
of  those  notes  as  the  bank  could  collect  and  turn  into 
current  money,  might  remain  in  the  bank  on  depo- 
site; but  I cannot  state  for  how  long  a time.  About 
$200,000  worth  of  un  cur  rent  notes  have  been  thus 
converted,  and  credited,  as  cash,  to  the  treasury; 
part  of  the  residue  has  been  drawn  out  by  the  secreta- 
ry of  the  treasury,  and  part  remains  now  in  the  bank. 
These  uncurrent  notes  were  a part  of  those  reported 
as  uncollectable  by  the  bank  of  the  United  States, 
and  were  received  from  that  bank  by  an  order  of  the 
treasury. 

Question.  What  is  the  amount  of  notes  delivered 
for  collection,  and  what  were  the  dates  of  delivery, 
and  specify  on  what  banks? 

Answer.  The  amount  of  notes  delivered  for  collec- 
tion was  $545j991  37,  as  appears  by  a statement  now 
delivered,  marked  Z.  in  which  also  the  dates  of  the 
orders  for  the  delivery  of  the  notes  to  the  bank  will 
appear.  The  notes  were  actually  received  between 
the  months  of  December,  1813,  and  August,  1819. 
The  banks  whose  notes  were  so  received,  are  so  nu- 
merous, that  it  has  been  impossible  for  me  at  this  time, 
to  make  out  the  list.  A statement  of  a number  of 
them  is,  however,  contained  in  a paper  now  deliver- 
ed, marked  Y. 

Q.  What  were  the  amounts  of  these  notes  cashed 
by  the  bank? 

A.  $238, 3S1  87,  as  also  appears  by  the  paper  mark- 
ed Z. 

Q.  What  was  the  amount  of  uncurrent  notes  drawn 
out  of  the  bank  by  the  treasury? 

A.  $123,102  59,  as  appears  by  a statement  now  de- 
livered, and  marked  X. 

Q What  is  the  amount  of  such  uncurrent  notes 
now  on  hand,  and  where  are  they  lodged? 

A.  $53,661  40— lodged,  principally  at  the  several 
places  contained  in  a statement  now  delivered,  and 
marked  W. 

Q.  What  is  the  total  amount  of  the  debt  now  due 
from  the  bank  of  Columbia  to  the  United  States? 

A.  About  $372,000,  of  which  $31S,361  S7  is  cash 
and  includes  about  $30,000  standing  to  the  credit  of 
the  treasurer,  on  sundry  accounts,  and  the  remaining 
balance  of  $53,66 1 40  is  special  deposite. 

Q.  What  probability  is  there  of  the  United  States 
recovering  this  debt? 

A.  In  my  opinion  the  security  given  for  the  debt  is 
amply  sufficient,  and  I believe  that  the  whole  will  be 
recovered.  The  bank  owes  in  all  about  $800,000, 
and  the  nominal  amount  of  its  assets  is  more  than  a 
million  and  a half  of  dollars.  An  agreement  has  been 
made  with  the  bank  of  the  United  States  to  assign  to 
it  property  and  debts  to  secure  the  debt  due  from  the 
bank  of  Columbia  to  the  bank  of  the  United  States, 
and  to  the  United  States.  For  the  whole  of  the  above 
amount  of  $318,361  87,  except  the  sum  of  $30,000, 
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above  specified,  the  government  received  a credit  on  j 
the  books  of  the  bank,  as  cash,  in  1819  or  1820.  At  j 
that  time  the  bank  of  Columbia  paid  specie.  The 
above  sum,  credited  as  cash,  was  suffered  to  remain 
in  the  bank  from  that  time  to  the  present.  This,  as 
I understand,  was  in  pursuance  of  an  agreement  with  j 
the  treasury.  This  deposite  was, the  only  compensa-  j 
tion  the  bank  received  for  the  trouble  of  collection. 

I do  not  know  that  any  time  was  specified  for  the 
continuance  of  the  deposite.  The  secretary  of  the 
treasury  has  pressed  the  bank  very  much  for  the 
amount:  more,  I think,  than  he  ought  to  have  done, 
considering  the  trouble  and  expense  to  which  the 
bank  was  put.  D.  KURTZ. 

[A  deposite, or  loan,  was  also  made  in  the  Patriotic 
Bank,  of  10,000  dollars,  “in  consequence  of  the  pres-  J 
Sure  then  existing  in  its  concerns” — but  it  was  soon  i 
after  paid  off.  In  like  manner  25,000  dollars  were  : 
deposited  in  the  Union  Bank  of  Georgetown,  &c.] 

Langdon  Cheves  sworn , at  the  request  of  Mr.  Edwards. 

Ibecame  president  of  the  bank  of  the  United  States  ! 
on  6th  March,  1819,  and  continued  till  the  beginning  : 
of  January,  1823.  I know  but  very  little  concerning  j 
the  liability  of  local  banks  to  the  government  of  the  ! 
United  States.  My  duties  in  the  U.  S.  bankconsist-  J 
ing  wholly  of  superintendence,  I could  not  concern  j 
myself  with  the  details  of  its  business.  I consider  ; 
the  liability  of  local  banks  to  the  goverment  as  a mat- 
ter external  to  the  business  of  the  United  States  bank.  j 
The  chief  of  what  I do  know  on  that  subject  is  deriv-  1 
ed  from  a letter  from  the  cashier  of  the  bank  of  Ed- , 
wardsville  to  the  cashier  of  the  branch  bank  of  the  j 
United  States,  at  Louisville,  dated  2d  May,  1S20,  a j 
copy  of  which  I now  produce.  [Here  Mr.  Cheves  j 
read  the  letter.] 

Q.  When  the  treasury  of  the  United  States  gave  ! 
drafts  to  the  bank  of  the  United  States  on  any  of  the 
local  banks,  did  the  bank  of  the  United  States  feel  I 
itself  bound  to  receive  in  payment  of  such  drafts  any  I 
thing  else  than  its  own  paper,  or  the  legal  currency  of ! 
the  country? 

A.  The  bank  of  the  United  States  did  not  feel  itself ! 
legally  bound  to  receive  any  thing  but  its  owrn  paper 
and  the  legal  currency  of  the  country.  But  it  was  in 
the  habit,  with  a view  of  being  useful  to  the  govern-  ; 
mentand  the  country,  of  receiving  almost  any  thing  , 
that  it  could  convert,  safely  .and  conveniently,  into  j 
cash. 

Q.  The  rule  of  the  United  States  bank  in  receiving 
deposites  is,  that,  when  a deposite  is  made  generally, 
the  bank  is  liable  for  the  amount  of  such  deposite  in 
cash,  is  it  not? 

A.  That  is  the  general  rule,  to  which  I recollect 
but  one  exception,  which  Was  under  a particular  ar- 
rangement in  respect  to  certain  western  banks,  by 
which  the  bank  received  deposites  from  receivers 
of  public  moneys  in  current  bills  of  these  banks,  and 
credited  them  as  cash,  on  the  condition,  that  if  not 
duly  paid,  they  should  again  be  charged  to  the  go- 
vernment 

Q.  This  exception  grew  out  of  an  arrangement 
which  took  place  after  you  entered  into  the  superin- 
fendency  of  the  United  States  bank,  did  it  not? 

A.  Yes. 

Q.  By  Mr.  Forsyth.  Do  you  know  what  is  the 
per  centage  of  the  loss  of  the  United  States  bank  on 
their  debts  in  the  western  states? 

A.  I cannot  state  with  accuracy.  It  exceeded  ten 
per  cent,  and  amounted,  perhaps,  to  fifteen. 

Q.  As  president  of  the  bank,  you  had,  of  course, 
Constant  intercourse  with  the  secretary  of  the  trea- 
sury; can  you  testify  a3  to  the  zeal,  integrity,  and 
ability,  with  which  that  part  of  his  duty,  which  relates 
to  the  collection  of  the  public  moneys,  wras  perform- 
ed, so  far  as  it  came  under  your  observation? 

A.  I had  mueh  and  anxious  intercourse  with  the 


secretary  of  the  treasury  personally,  and  by  letter,  im 
relation  to  the  currency  of  the  country,  and  the  col- 
lection of  the  public  debts,  as  wrell  in  the  Atlantic  as 
the  western  states.  It  was  a crisis  of  unexam | led 
difficulty.  The  great  object  was  to  restore  and  i re- 
serve  a sound  currency,  generally,  through  the  union. 
As  it  regarded  the  Atlantic  portion  of  the  unicn,  it 
appeared,  to  my  judgment,  to  involve  the  soundness 
of  the  currency;  but,  as  it  regarded  the  western 
states,  it  seemed  to  me  to  involve  the  existence  of  any 
currency  at  all.  I understood,  distinctly,  that  it  w as 
the  object  of  the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  in  the 
western  states,  to  prevent  its  sudden  and  total  pros- 
tration. In  jmy  opinion,  the  secretary  of  the  treasury 
displayed  much  ability,  great  zeal  and  industry,  per- 
fect integrity,  and  commanded  as  much  success  as 
was  practicable,  under  the  circumstances  of  the 
times. 

Q.  By  Mr.  Cook.  In  expressing  this  opinion,  do 
you  do  it  with  a full  knowledge  of  the  connection 
between  the  treasury  department  and  the  western 
banks  in  which  the  public  moneys  were  deposited, 
and  of  the  manner  in  which  those  banks  fufilled  their 
engagements  with  the  treasury? 

A.  I do  not  do  it  with  a full  knowledge  of  these  cir- 
cumstances, but  I doit  with  a great  deal  of  knowledge 
of  the  subject.  If  this  question  be  intended  to  refer 
to  my  answers  to  previous  questions  concerning  the 
arrangements  between  the  western  banks  and  the  go- 
vernment, it  is  necessary  to  state  that  1 understand 
those  questions  and  answers  to  refer  to  the  details 
which  governed  the  transactions  of  those  banks  with 
the  government,  of  which  I am  ignorant;  but  the  an- 
swer which  I have  just  given  refers  to  the  general 
conduct  and  the  success  of  the  measures  of  the  trea- 
sury, and  I know  them  from  my  correspondence  and 
intercourse  with  the  secretary,  and  from  the  opera- 
tions of  the  bank  of  the  United  States,  through  which 
large  sums  of  money  were  collected  for  the  use  of  the 
government  in  the  w estern  states. 

Hon.  Ninian  Edwards,  sworn  by  order  of  the  committee . 

Q.  By  Mr.  Livingston.  Yeu  stated  in  an  examina- 
tion before  a former  committee,  in  your  answer  to 
the  8th  interrogatory,  that  you  had  prevailed  upon 
col.  Stephenson  to  write  a letter  to  the  secretary  of 
the  treasury  relative  to  the  propriety  of  continuing 
deposites  of  public  money  in  the  bank  of  Edwards- 
ville,  and  that  you  sawr  him  write  the  letter,  and  en- 
close a publication  made  by  you  therein.  The  com- 
mittee wish  to  knowr  whether  you  read  that  letter  im- 
mediately after  it  was  written,  and,  more  particularly 
than  is  stated  in  that  deposition,  what  passed  between 
yourself  and  col.  Stephenson  on  that  occasion. 

A.  The  circumstances  under  which  it  was  written 
were  these,  col.  Stephenson  was,  at  that  time,  the  re- 
ceiver of  public  moneys,  and  also  the  president  of 
the  bank.  He  was  very  unwilling  that  I should  with- 
draw from  the  bank,  and  supposed  that  my  doing  so 
would  be  likely  to  impair  its  credit,  and  increase  the 
responsibility  upon  him  for  the  deposites  in  it.  I was 
myself  glad  of  the  opportunity  of  circumstances  so 
favorable  to  my  advising  him  wuth  success  to  write 
the  letter  to  the  secretary,  and  he  was  very  easily 
prevailed  upon  to  do  so,  and  applied  to  me  to  write 
such  a letter  for  him,  as  I thought  he  ought  to  write 
to  the  secretary;  and  I accordingly  wrote  the  draft  of 
such  letter — w ent  to  his  office — remained  there  until 
he  had  copied  it,  and  afterw  ards  compared  the  copy 
made  by  him  with  the  draft.  At  the  same  time  that 
he  wrote  the  letter,  he  enclosed,  to  be  sent  with  it. 
as  I believe  wras  his  intention,  a printed  copy  of  my 
publication  announcing  my  intention  to  withdraw/ 
from  the  bank  of  Edwardsville.  I have  no  doubt 
that  he  sent  the  letter,  because,  from  the  conversa- 
tion I had  wuth  him,  it  appeared  to  be  his  desire  to 
send  it,  so  far  as  I could  discover; and  his  subsequent 
conversation  left  no  doubt  on  iny  mind  that  he  did 
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send  it.  I have  no  recollection  of  having  seen  the 
original  draft  abovementioned  from  the  time  it  was  , 
copied  by  col.  Stephenson  until  the  time  of  my  late  ; 
return  to  Edwardsville.  It  was  then  shown  to  me  by  j 
Thomas  Lippincott,  who  was  employed  in  doing  bu-  j 
siness  for  the  land  office,  and  who  took  it  in  my  pre- , 
sence  from  among  the  files  of  that  office.  The  copy 
now  presented  was  made  out,  I think,  by  himself,  and 
is  either  sworn  or  affirmed  to  as  a true  one.  Mr. 
Lippincott  is  a gentleman  of  fair  and  respectable 
character,  and,  as  l understand  and  believe,  was 
secretary  or  clerk  to  one  branch  of  the  last  legisla- 
ture of  Illinois.  Although  I cannot  swear  that  this 
is  a literal  copy  of  the  original  draft,  I know  it  to  be 
substantially  correct,  nor  have  I the  least  doubt  of 
its  being  literally  so.  Upon  the  original  draft,  as 
found  in  the  files  of  the  office,  was  an  endorsement, 
in  the  hand  writing  of  Mr  Stephenson,  the  words  of 
which  Avere,  as  far  as  I recollect,  the  following:  “Copy 
to  the  treasury  department , October , 1819,”  or  Avords  to 
that  effect.  An  additional  reason  Avhich  induces  me 
to  belie\re  that  the  letter  was  sent,  is,  that  the  said 
Mr.  Lippincott  also  shewed  me  the  copy  of  another 
letter  which  he  took  from  the  files  of  the  office,  which 
Avas  in  the  hand  writing  of  col.  Stephenson,  the  late 
receiver,  and  purported  to  be  a letter  from  the  said 


to  refer  to  the  before  described  letter. 

[Then  follows  a long  examination.  The  letter 
written  by  col.  Stephenson  was  not  knOAvn  of  at  the 
treasury  department.  And  a great  deal  Avas  said  about 
the  “A.  B.”  publications;  and  the  testimony  of  Mr. 
Noble,  of  the  senate,  Mr.  Elkins,  Seaton  and  others 
go  to  shew  that  if  he  did  not  absolutely  disavow  the 
authorship  of  them,  he  Avas  anxious  to  have  it  be- 
lieved that  they  AArere  not  his  communications. 
Some  part  of  the  testimony  affirms  a positive  denial 
of  any  concern  wdth  them,  and  various  matters  were 
brought  forward  by  Mr  Edwards  to  soften  down  the 
force  or  point  of  it.  But  he  has  acknowledged  him- 
self to  have  been  the  author.  Mr.  Noble’s  testimony, 
&c.  shall  be  inserted  hereafter.] 
v IdP’The  following  is  a copy  of  the  letter  which 
appears  to  have  been  loritten  by  col.  Stephenson  to 
the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  the  receipt  of  which  is 
denied — 

Receiver's  office,  Edwardsville,  III.  Oct.  12,  1819. 

Sir — My  absence  from  this  place  on  a necessary 
and  indispensable  visit  to  Kentucky,  has  put  it  out  of 
my  poAver,by  an  earlier  opportunity  than  the  ensu- 
ing mail,  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of 
the  6th  of  August  last,  in  which  you  express  a wish 
to  be  informed  why  the  public  money  in  my  hands  has 
not  been  deposited  in  the  bank  of  this  place,  in  con- 
formity Avith  your  instructions. 

I should  certainly  have  continued  to  make  the  de- 
posites  in  the  bank,  had  it  not  been  for  your  letter  of 
the  9th  April,  in  which  you  requested  me  to  pay  cer- 
tain bills  which  you  expected  to  be  draAvn  on  me,  by 
the  Indian  agents  of  Chicago,  Green  Bay,  Michilimac- 
ftinac,  fort  Wayne,  and  Piqua;  at  the  same  time  ap- 
prising me,  that  the  sum  which  would  be  required  at 
the  close  of  each  quarter,  was  estimated  at  eleven 
thousand  dollars. 

KnoAvingthat  if  I deposited  the  money  in  the  bank, 
to  the  credit  of  the  treasurer  of  the  United  States,  1 
could  not,  without  special  authority,  draAV  it  out,  I 
conceived  1 was  fulfilling  your  wishes  by  retaining 
the  money  in  my  own  hands,  for  the  purpose  of  pay- 
ing, when  presented,  the  drafts  mentioned  in  your 
letter  of  the  9th  April.  And  I presume  that  the  same 
construction  has  been  given  by  the  receiver  of  pub- 
lic moneys  at  Kaskaskia,  to  a similar  letter,  Avhich,  1 
have  been  informed  he  received  from  you,  as  he  also, 
for  a considerable  time  past,  has  made  no  deposites 
in  the  bank 


As  your  letter  of  the  6th  August  makes  no  reference 
to  that  of  the  9th  of  April  preceding,  I should  at  all 
events,  feel  somewhat  at  a loss  hoAV  to  act,  but  I 
believe  I should  make  the  deposites  Avere  it  not  for 
other  considerations,  which  I feel  it  my  duty  previ- 
ously to  communicate  to  you. 

You  are  doubtless  apprised  of  the  hostility  of  the 
bank  of  Missouri  and  citizens  of  St.  Louis,  towards 
the  bank  of  this  place,  supposed  to  be  produced 
in  consequence  of  certain  deposites  being  withheld 
from  that  bank  and  placed  in  this.  It  seems  to  be 
believed,  Avith  Avhat  justice  I do  not  pretend  to  say, 
that  their  object  is  to  destroy  this  bank,  with  a vieAv 
to  coerce  the  regaining  of  the  deposites  in  that.  And 
under  the  impression  that  they  employ  the  public 
funds  for  the  purpose  of  accomplishing  that  object, 
stockholders  in,  and  several  directors  of,  this  bank, 
have  in  disgust,  either  Avithdrawn,  or  declared  their  in- 
tention to  with  draw  from  any  further  concern  in  the 
bank.  Some  of  them  seem  even  willing  that  the 
bank  of  Missouri  should  regain  the  deposites,  pro- 
fessing to  believe  it  would  be  the  readiest  means  of 
causing  the  state  pride,  and  public  feeling  of  this  and 
some  of  the  neighboring  states  to  re-act  upon  that  in- 
stitution with  the  more  effect. 

In  this  state  of  things,  the  principal  part  of  the 
stockholders  have  declined  paying  the  instalments 
that  otherwise  were  expected  to  be  paid  upon  their 
stock.  Two  of  the  directors  have  already  resigned, 
others  talk  of  doing  so,  and  the  publication  of  gov.  Ed- 
wards, herewith  transmitted,  shows  the  course  he  is  dispos- 
ed to  pursue. 

Though  these  measures,  adopted  probably  with  too 
much  irritation,  may  not  produce  any  serious  evils  to 
the  bank,  and  I hope  they  will  not,  yet  I feel  that  they 
impose  a greater  responsibility  upon  me  than  I am. 
willing  to  take  upon  myself,  Avithout  the  full  disclo- 
sure of  the  Avhole  circumstances  to  you,  and  such 
instructions  as  you  may  think  fit  to  give  thereupon: 

The  situation  of  the  bank  at  present  I consider  as 
favorable  as  could  either  be  expected  or  desired. 
And  under  the  control  of  the  directors  who  have  hi- 
therto had  the  management  of  it,  I should  apprehend 
no  kind  of  danger  to  the  public,  or  to  individuals: 
but  I know  not  who  may  succeed  those  that  have  re- 
signed, and  intend  to  resign,  nor  who  may  be  elected 
at  the  next  annual  election,  on  the  first  of  January 
next.  It  is  true  that  I have  no  reason  to  apprehend, 
nor  do  I anticipate,  any  unfavorable  change  in  the  di- 
rectory; but,  under  all  the  circumstances  of  the  case, 
I would  not  wish  to  risk  the  responsibility  of  making 
the  deposites  in  the  bank,  till  after  the  first  of  January 
next,  without  your  instructions,  given  upon  a know- 
ledge of  the  facts  above  disclosed. 

I am  the  more  averse  to  doing  so,  from  the  difficul- 
ty that  the  bank  must  constantly  encounter  in  con- 
verting land  office  notes  into  specie,  so  as  to  be  prq* 
pared  at  all  times  to  meet  your  drafts;  and  from  the 
fear  that  those  drafts  may  fall  into  the  hands  of  per- 
sons who,  under  the  influence  of  St.  Louis,  would 
be  disposed  to  insist  upon  specie,  when  notes  would 
answer  their  purpose  equally  well,  merely  for  the 
purpose  of  harassing  and  distressing  the  bank. 

In  fact,  while  such  a variety  of  notes  are  receiva- 
ble for  public  lands,  and  specie  so  much  in  demand, 
I do  not  consider  it  any  advantage  to  the  bank  to 
receive  the  deposites  on  terms  that  subject  it  to  the 
payment  of  cash  as  often  as  you  may  find  it  necessa- 
ry to  draw  for  it,  unless  the  times  of  payment  could 
be  fixed  upon  at  certain  regular  periods,  that  would 
afford  ample  opportunity  for  the  necessary  prepara- 
tion. The  land  offices  now  receive  but  little  money 
of  any  kind:  This  consists  of  notes  on  such  a va- 

riety of  banks,  so  remotely  situated  from  each  other 
that  it  must  be  a considerable  time  before  the  notes 
upon  any  one  bank  would  accumulate  sufficiently 
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to  bear  the  expense  of  sending  for  the  money;  and, 
in  most  cases  there  is  no  other  opportunity  of  con- 
verting these  notes  into  specie,  owing  particularly  to 
the  locality  of  the  banks  from  which  they  issue. 

To  make  the  deposites  of  any  advantage,  the  time 
of  payment  ought  to  be  fixed  as  above  suggested,  or 
the  drafts  made  payable  in  such  notes  as  should  be 
land  office  money  at  the  time  of  presenting  those 
drafts;  or,  partly  the  one  and  partly  the  other.  To 
continue  to  convert  all  the  notes  receivable  in  this  of- 
fice into  specie,  and  concentrate  it  at  a single  spot, 
must  be  utterly  impracticable,  and  if  practicable 
would  be  attended  with  great  expense. 

I beg  leave  to  add,  that  the  bank  of  Edwardsville 
has  received  foreign  gold  under  the  expectation  that 
it  would  be  taken  by  the  government  even  after  the 
1st  November  next,  and  it  is  now  held  ready  to  be 
paid  in  consequence  of  notice  from  you  of  an  intend- 
ed draft  for  $30,000.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  no  dif- 
ficulty upon  the  subject  will  arise,  if  the  expected 
draft  should  not  be  presented  till  after  the  1st  No- 
vember. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  sir,  your 
very  humble  servant. 

State  of  Illinois,  Madiso'.i  county,  ss . 

On  the  13  th  day  of  May,  1324,  personallyappear- 
ed before  the  undersigned  justice  of  the  peace  in  and 
for  the  county  aforesaid,  Thomas  Lippincott,  who, 
being  duly  affirmed  according  to  law,  deposes  that 
the  foregoing  is  a true  copy  of  a paper  which  was 
found  by  the  deponent  on  the  files  of  official  letters 
appertaining  to,  and  now  in  the  receiver’s  office  at 
Edwardsville,  and  endorsed  or  filed  in  the  hand  writ- 
ing of  the  late  Benjamin  Stephenson,  esq.  receiver 
of  public  moneys,  as  follows,  to  wit:  “Copy  to  the 
treasury  department,  Oct.  1819.” 

THOMAS  LIPPINCOTT. 

Affirmed  and  subscribed  before  me, 

HAIL  MASON,  J.  P. 

A statement  shewing  the  aggregate  of  moneys  deposit- 
ed to  the  credit  of  the  treasurer  of  the  United 
States,  in  the  following  banks,  and  the  balance  re- 
maining in  each  of  said  banks  on  the  7th  of  June, 
1820. 


, Banks. 

ujggregate 

received. 

Balance. 

Steubenville, 

633,009 

56 

186,995 

85 

Chiliicothe, 

266,101 

04 

no  balance. 

Franklin,  Columbus, 

336 ,080 

06 

53,936 

63 

Farmers’  & Mechanics’,  Ind 
Branch,  Ken.  Louisville, 

599,070 

16 

25,775 

52- 

132,231 

61 

no  balan 

ee. 

Mississippi, 

343,780 

01 

7,004 

34 

Tombeckbe, 

2,023,360 

85 

319,597 

41 

Plant.  & Merch.  Huntsville, 

671,700 

82 

45,167 

11 

Missouri, 

1,074,301 

04 

159,963 

87 

Vincennes, 

294,123 

77 

168,511 

64 

Edwardsville, 

204,338 

90 

46,973 

00 

Far.  & Merch’ts  Cincinnati, 

50,796 

25 

20,213 

01 

Illinois, 

188,980 

36 

54,311 

63 

TH.  T.  TUCKER,  Treasurer  cf  the  U.  S. 
Treasury  of  the  U.  States,  June  11,  1824. 


mu.  Edwards’  argument. 

To  the  hon.  John  Floyd , chairman  of  the  committee,  &fc. 

Deeply  impressed  with  the  importance  of  the  pre- 
sent investigation  to  myself,  personally,  I beg  leave, 
with  unfeigned  deference  and  respect,  to  submit,  to 
the  consideration  of  the  committee,  the  following 
remarks: 

Sensible  I am,  that  the  statements  of  my  address 
to  the  house,  to  use  the  language  of  the  committee, 
are  guch  as  should  not  be  “lightly  made”  and  resolv- 
ed I am,  that,  if  they  are  “superficially  examined,”  it 
shall  be  in  spite  of  my  utmost  exertions. 


I It  is  obvious  to  the  common  sense  of  mankind,  and 
! apparent  from  the  reasoning  of  the  committee,  that, 
from  the  active  nature  of  responsibiiity,  both  moral 
and  official,  in  this  country,  upon  him  who  undertakes 
to  arraign  the  conduct  of  an  important  functionary, 
must  the  weight  of  his  charges  recoil,  if  he  fail  to  es- 
tablish them.  This  consideration,  while  it  furnishes 
a motive  for  zeal  and  perseverance  on  my  part,  is 
calculated  to  oppress  me  with  mortification,  at  find- 
ing that  the  committee  have  given  this  decided  and 
injurious  direction  to  the  statements  which  they  think 
fit  to  denominate  charges,  contained  in  my  address, 
after  they  had  commanded,  and  before  they  could 
procure,  my  appearance  for  the  purpose  of  explaining 
and  enforcing  those  statements. 

This  having  been  done,  I trust  I shall  be  pardoned 
for  endeavoring  to  show,  to  the  satisfaction  of  the 
committee,  that  the  course  of  reasoning,  by  which  it 
was  effected,  is  not  authorized  either  by  the  facts  ad- 
mitted by  themselves,  or  by  the  evidence  which  was 
presented  to  them. 

To  relieve  this  subject,  as  far  as  may  be,  from  the 
complexity  of  words  and  inferences  in  which  it  is  in- 
volved, I must  be  permitted  to  define,  beyond  the 
power  of  misinterpretation,  the  character  and  import 
of  the  statements  which  I made,  and  to  claim,  if  I 
show  that  they  are  sustained  by  the  facts  and  evi- 
dence offered  to  the  committee,  relief  from  the  cul- 
pable responsibility  with  which  their  report  has  a 
tendency  to  burthen  me,  and  from  the  onerous  task  of 
investigating  motives,  which  my  address  does  not  as- 
sign, or  of  abiding  in  the  accountable  position  in- 
dicated by  the  committee,  the  result  of  a moral  in- 
quiry, which,  however,  it  may  comport  with  the  par- 
tiality of  Mr.  Crawford’s  friends,  is  certainly  excur- 
sive and  gratuitous  in  reference  to  the  statements 
which  I had  the  honor  to  advance.  These  the  com- 
mittee, not  adverting  to  the  document  by  which  they 
were  occasioned,  have  denominated  charges,  and,  as 
such,  they  are  fairly  and  conveniently  susceptible  of 
a division  into  two  general  heads,  each  of  whk  h may 
be  supported  by  maintaining  the  specifications  upon 
which  they  depended. 

According  to  this  arrangement,  the  first  is  to  this 
effect,  viz:  That  the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  the  hon. 
Wm.  H.  Cranford,  has  mismanaged  the  national  funds ; 
and  the  second  amounts  to  this:  that  the  secretary  of  the 
treasury  has  been  guilty  of  neglect  of  official  duty. 

In  order  to  sustain  these  charges,  I shail  follow  the 
example  of  the  committee,  and  shall,  in  the  first 
place,  recite  the  resolution  of  congress  of  30th  April, 
1816,  which  declares,  “That  the  secretary  of  the 
treasury  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  required  and  directed 
to  adopt  such  measures  as  he  may  d-eem  necessary, 
to  cause,  as  soon  as  my  be,  ail  duties,  taxes,  debts,  or 
sums  of  money,  accruing  or  becoming  payable  to  the 
United  States,  to  be  collected  and  paid,  in  legal  cur- 
rency of  the  United  States,  or  treasury,  notes,  or  notes 
of  the  bank  of  the  United  States,  as  by  law  provided 
and  declared,  or  in  the  notes  of  banks  which  are  pay- 
able and  paid  on  demand,  in  the  said  legal  currency  of 
the  United  States;  and  that,,  from  and  afrer  the  20th 
day  of  February  next,  no  such  duties,  taxes,  debts,  or 
sums  of  money,  accruing,  or  becoming  payable  to  the 
United  States,  as  aforesaid,  ought  to  be  collected  or 
received,  otherwise  than  in  the  legal  currency  of 
the  United  States.,  or  in  notes  of  banks  which  are  pay- 
able, and  paid,  on  demand,  in  the  said. legal  currency 
of  the  United  States.” 

By  the  terms  of  this  resolution,  it  is  not  only  pbin 
to  the  understanding  of  every  man,  but  express  v de- 
clared by  the  committee,  it  was  made  “obviously  im- 
perative” on  the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  afrer  the 
20th  February,  1S17,  “to  allow  nothing  to  be  receiv- 
ed for  debts  due  to  the  United  States,  but  the  Real 
currency  of  the  United  States,  treasury  notes,  notes 
of  the  bank  of  the  United  States,  or  of  those  state 
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banks,  the  notes  of  which  were  payable,  and  paid,  on 
demand,  in  cash.” 

In  conformity  with  the  injunctions  of  this  resolu- 
tion, and  with  the  act  incorporating  the  bank  of  the  U. 
States,  an  arrangement,  (agreement,)  it  is  affirmed  by 
the  committee,  was  concluded,  in  the  early  part  of 
IS  17,  between  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  and  that 
institution,  by  which  it  was  stipulated  that  the  public 
funds  were  to  be  deposited  in  the  branches  of  the 
bank  of  the  United  States,  in  all  places  where  such 
branches  existed;  and  in  others,  that  bank  was  to 
select  and  designate  certain  state  banks,  for  which  it 
was  to  be  responsible,  and  in  which  such  public  mo- 
neys were  to  be  deposited;  and  notes  of  all  banks, 
whose  paper  the  bank  of  the  United  States  would  re- 
ceive, in  deposite,  as  cash,  and  none  other,  were  to  be 
received  on  sales  of  the  public  lands.  On  the  30th 
June,  1818,  this  agreement,  it  is  stated  by  the  com- 
mittee, terminated,  at  the  instance  of  the  bank  of  the 
United  States;  and,  under  the  circumstances  attend- 
ing this  fact,  the  secretary  entered  into  agreements 
with  certain  state  banks,  by  which  they  were  employ- 
ed as  points  of  deposite  and  instruments  of  transfer 
for  the  public  money,  in  the  course  of  its  collection 
and  disbursement.  Engagements,  of  this  description, 
were  effected  by  the  secretary  with  the  bank  of  Mis- 
souri, on  the  1st  of  August,  1818,  with  the  bank  of 
Edwardsville,  on  the  1st  of  February,  1819,  and  with 
those  of  Illinois,  Huntsville,  and  Tombeckbe,  about 
the  same  time.  Soon,  however,  it  is  declared  by  the 
committee,  this  connection  between  the  state  banks 
and  the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  was  extended  in  its 
application,  and  varied  in  its  obligations.  A greater 
number  of  banks  were  embraced  by  it,  and  more 
favorable  conditions  were  allowed  them.  It  was 
agreed  that,  as  an  equivalent  for  the  risk  and  expense 
of  deposite  and  transfer,  the  use  of  a stipulated  sum 
should  be  permitted  them,  as  a permanent  deposite, 
which  was  not  to  be  withdrawn,  except  in  a certain 
specified  case. 

The  substance  of  this  agreement  between  the  trea- 
sury and  these  state  banks,  is  expressed  by  the  com- 
mitte  in  the  following  words: 

1st  “That  the  bank  should  receive  in  deposite,  to 
the  credit  of  the  treasury,  as  cash,  from  the  receiver 
of  public  moneys,  all  the  current  notes  of  such  banks 
as  maintain  cash  payments;  with  power,  however,  to 
discontinue  to  receive  the  notes  of  any  particular 
bank,  on  giving  reasonable  notice  of  such  intention  to 
the  receiver. 

“2d.  That  the  bank  should  pay,  at  sight,  all  drafts 
from  the  treasury;  and  should  also  transfer,  on  re- 
quest, all  sums  on  hand  beyond  the  amount  of  the 
stipulated  permanent  deposite,  to  the  bank  of  the 
United  States,  or  certain  enumerated  branches  of  that 
bank,  and  tliata  fixed  sum  should  remain  in  thebank, 
as  before  mentioned,  as  a permanent  deposite,  to  be 
transferred,  however,  to  the  bank  of  the  U.  States, 
m six  months  after  the  termination  of  the  agreement. 

“3d.  That,  if  the  money  were  wanted  for  disburse- 
ment in  the  neighborhood  of  the  banks,  it  might  be 
drawn  for  at  sight,  notwithstanding  such  drafts  might 
-educe  the  permanent  deposite  below  the  stipulated 
sum. 

“The  amount  of  this  permanent  deposite  was  to  be 
increased,  if  it  should  appear  that  the  bank  should  re- 
ceive and  transfer  such  large  sums  as  that  the  ex- 
pense thereof  should  not  be  considered  as  compen- 
sated by  the  benefit  of  the  deposite  which  had  been 
stipulated.  It  was  also  prescribed  that  the  bank 
should  render  to  the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  and  to 
the  treasurer,  duplicate  monthly  returns  of  its  ac- 
counts with  the  treasurer;  and  to  the  secretary,  con- 
fidential monthly  returns  of  the  state  of  its  own 
affairs,  shewing  also,  the  credits  of  all  public  officers 
in  the  bank;  and,  also,  quarterly  lists  or  returns  of 
all  its  debtors,  to  the  end  that  the  secretary  of  the 


treasury  might  determine  on  the  propriety  of  con- 
tinuing the  public  deposite  in  such  bank.” 

The  effect  of  this  arrangement  is  thus  summed  up 
by  the  committee. 

“The  following  table  shows  the  amount  of  the  per- 
manent deposite  allowed  to  each  bank,  respectively, 
as  the  equivalent  for  the  services  rendered,  or  ex- 
pected to  be  rendered, by  it  to  the  secretary: 

Bank  of  Steubenville  - 50,000 

Bank  of  Chillicothe  - 100,000 

Franklin  bank  of  Columbus  - - 20,000 

Farmers  and  Mechanics’  bank  of  Indiana  40,000 
Bank  of  Illinois  at  Shawneetown  - 50,000 

Branch  bank  of  Kentucky  a Louisville  100,000 
Bank  of  Tombeckbe  at  St.  Stephen’s  100,000 
Planters  & Merchants’  bank  of  Huntsville  75,000 
Bank  of  Missouri  - 150,000 

Bank  of  Vincennes  - - - 75,000 

Bank  of  Edwardsville  - 40,000 

Farmers  & Mechanics*  b’k  of  Cincinnati  100,000 
“The  amount  of  these  permanent  deposites  is  nine 
hundred  thousand  dollars ; the  interest  on  which  sum, 
at  six  per  cent,  would  be  fifty  four  thousand  dollars.” 
And  I allege,  in  support  of  my  first  charge,  that,  by 
means  of  it,  the  treasury  of  the  United  States  was 
made  to  pay  to  the  state  banks  enumerated,  the  sum 
of  $54,000,  annually,  for  receiving  and  transferring 
the  public  money:  service  which  the  bank  of  the 
United  States  was  bound,  by  the  provisions  of  its 
charter,  as  well  as  by  the  agreement  of  the  early  part 
of  1817,  to  perform,  without  compensation. 

This  allegation  the  committee  declare  to  be  un- 
founded. They  consider  that  the  bank  of  the  United 
States  was  bound  to  transfer  no  other  description  of 
public  funds,  than  cash  funds;  and,  in  order  to  sus- 
tain their  declaration,  they  affirm  that  the  bank  of 
the  United  States  was  not  bound  to  receive  in  de- 
positc  “as  cash,  the  bills  of  any  banks  but  its  own.” 
In  this  affirmation  there  appears  to  me  to  be  some- 
thing of  a fallacy,  the  detection  of  which  may,  per- 
haps, induce  the  committee  to  doubt  the  correctness 
of  their  construction  of  this  obligation  of  the  bank  of 
the  United  States.  By  the  circular  of  the  treasury 
to  the  state  banks,  under  date  of  the  1st  of  July,  1818, 
announcing  the  termination  of  the  agreement  be- 
tween the  former  and  the  bank  of  the  United  States, 
and  expressing  conditions,  upon  the  acceptance  of 
which  the  advantage  of  deposite  and  the  services  of 
transfer  between  the  former  and  the  bank  of  the 
United  States  were  extended  to  these  banks,  they  are 
instructed,  in  relation  to  all  sums  deposited  subse- 
quently to  the  30  June,  ISIS — the  period  at  which  the 
agreement  with  the  bank  of  the  United  States  ex- 
pired— “to  enter  them,  as  heretofore,  to  the  credit  of 
the  bank  of  the  United  States,  for  the  use  of  the  United 
States.”  And  in  his  letter  to  this  institution,  of  the 
30th  June,  the  secretary  maintains,  earnestly  and 
successfully,  the  existence  of  a complete  right  in 
the  treasury  to  hold  the  bank  of  the  United  States 
responsible  for  whatever  “moneys  were  deposited  to 
its  credit  in  the  state  banks;”  and,  after  remarking 
that  “an  examination  of  the  returns  made  by  the 
bank  to  the  treasury,  of  the  public  money  in  its  pos- 
session, for  which  the  teasurer,  [of  the  United  States] 
is  credited,  supports  this  position,”  he  alleges,  in 
illustration  of  it,  “for  whatever  the  hank  has  charged 
itself,  in  its  account  with  the  treasury,  except  for  spe- 
cial deposites,  it  is,  I presume,  in  point  of  law  and  com- 
mon sense,  responsible.  The  special  deposites  were 
entered  to  the  credit  of  the  treasury,  upon  Hie  express 
stipulation  that  the  bank  should  not  be  accountable 
until  they  were  converted  into  specie,  or  in  bills  ad- 
mitted by  the  bank  to  be  equal  to  specie.”  lie  udd3, 
below,  “1  am  persuaded  that  the  facts,  and  infer- 
ences drawn  from  them,  in  the  proceeding  pages,  will 
be  sufficient  toshevv  that  the  responsibility,  deemed 
so  extraordinary  by  the  directors,  has  been  assumed 
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from  the  date  of  the  arrangement,  and  continues  to 
the  present  moment  unimpaired.” 

These  extracts  establish  the  following  conclusions, 
viz:  that,  up  to  the  moment  when  the  secretary  per- 
mitted the  obligation  of  the  bank  of  the  United  States  j 
to  expire  (as  he  says  in  his  circular  of  the  1st  of 
July  following)  “by  agreement ,”  that  institution  was  re- 
sponsible in  cash  for  all  the  public  funds  received  by  it 
on  ifeposite,  except  such  in  regard  to  which  the  con- 
trary teas  expressly  stipulated , and  that,  consequently, 
it  was  bound  to  transfer  them  at  the  will  of  the  se- 
cretary of  the  treasury,  free  of  expense  and  without 
compensation.  This,  it  is  admitted  by  the  committee, 
it  was  bound  to  do,  in  reference  to  “cash  funds” — a 
description  from  which  it  will  be  difficult  to  ex- 
clude all  sums,  not  held  as  special  deposites;  for  all 
other  funds  were  entered  by  the  bank,  as  the  secre- 
tary declares,  and  as  the  returns  of  the  bank  prove, 
to  the  credit  of  the  United  States:  and  of  course  repre- 
sented such  an  amount  of  ready  money,  or  pecuniary 
force,  at  the  disposal  of  the  secretary,  on  the  books 
of  the  bank.  Cash  funds  is  a phrase  not  restricted  to 
coin,  or  the  precious  metals;  for  no  one  will  deny 
that  ready  money  is  cash,  and  that  $1,000  in  United 
States’  bank  notes  is  $1,000  in  cash. 

These  extracts  further  exhibit  the  proper  and  ad- 
mitted distinction  between  general  and  special  deposites. 
They  shew,  as  would  appear,  ex  vi  termini,  that  all 
sums  not  received  expressly  as  special  deposites 
were  considered  as  general  deposites,  were  credited 
to  the  United  States'  as  cash,  and  under  that  descrip- 
tion were  embraced  by  the  obligation  of  the  bank  to 
transfer  the  cash  funds  of  the  United  States,  at  the 
request  or  order  of  the  secretary  of  the  treasury.  It 
follows,  then,  that,  according  to  the  secretary’s  own 
shewing,  the  bank  of  the  United  States  was  under  an 
obligation  to  the  United  States  to  transfer  all  public 
funds,  other  than  special  deposites,  received  by  it  or  its 
branches,  or  by  the  state  banks  it  had  designated,  at 
the  request  of  the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  free  of 
all  expense,  and  without  compensation;  and  it  can 
hardly  be  denied  that,  when  the  secretary  of  the 
treasury  “by  agreement ,”  as  he  declares,  permitted 
the  bank  to  withdraw  from  this  obligation,  and 
agreed  to  allow  certain  state  banks  $54,000  annually, 
(a  fact  which  is  not  disputed,)  for  performing  the 
very  same  services,  he  voluntarily  increased  the  an- 
nual expenditure  of  the  treasury  by  that  amount;  re- 
linquished “by  agreement,”  a right  which,  by  the  char- 
ter of  the  bank  of  the  United  States,  and  its  own 
engagement  with  him,  he  held  in  the  fiscal  services  of 
that  institution,  and  then  gave  to  the  state  banks 
$54,000  annually,  for  a right  to  command  the  same 
fiscal  services  from  them* 

This  new  agreement,  injudiciously  extended,  and 
carelessly  executed,  I have  ventured  to  denominate,  in 
what  the  committee  consider  my  first  charge,  “mis- 
managing the  public  funds ” nor  am  I now  able  to  de- 
vise a more  appropriate  expression.  The  committee 
would,  probably,  have  came  to  the  same  conclusion 
in  regard  to  this  subject,  but  for  what  I suppose  to 
be  the  fallacy  which,  as  already  intimated,  they 
admitted  into  their  reasoning,  of  restraining  the 
import  of  the  word  cash  to  the  synonime  of  coin; 
and  of  considering  the  public  funds  as  consisting  of 
other  than  such  as  were  cash,  Or  equivalent  to  coin, 
and  such  as  were  not;  a mode  of  classification  which 
implies,  obviously,  that  the  parts  are  greater  than 
the  whole. 

Under  this  favorable,  but  as  I conceive,  erroneous 
view  of  this  part  of  the  secretary’s  conduct,  which,  in 
a private  individual  would  be  considered  highly  indis- 
creet, the  committee  justify  it  as  comformable  “to 
usage  for  many  years,”  and  to  the  co-practice  of  dif- 
ferent officers  at  the  head  of  the  treasury,  of  assum- 


ing that  it  was  their  duty  “to  manage  the  public  funds 
in  a manner  similar  to  the  case  here  investigated. 
But  this  reference  to  antecedent  usage,  is  not  likely 
to  strengthen  the  position  it  was  intended  to  support, 
j The  duty  of  Mr.  Crawford,  and  the  usage  of  the  trea- 
sury, were  necessarily  repugnant;  for  the  resolution 
of  1818  and  the  law  incorporating  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States,  were  adopted  for  the  express  purpose 
! of  correcting  the  evil  of  usage,  which,  according  to 
the  admission  of  the  committee,  “was  evidently  in 
disregard  of  law.”  Therefore,  when  they  prove,  as- 
they  do  prove,  that  the  management  of  Mr.  Crawford 
was  in  conformity  to  usage  and  the  practice  of  his 
predecessors,  they  prove  it  was  “evidently  in  disre- 
gard of  law:”  was  contrary  to  the  resolution  of  1816, 
which  they  themselves  declare  made  it  the  duty  of  the 
secretary  to  correct  this  departure  from  law;”  and 
they  demonstrate,  not  only  that  he  mismanaged  the  pub- 
lic funds,  but  that  he  violated,  at  the  same  time,  both, 
his  duty  and  the  law. 

If  these  permanent  deposites,  and  the  accumulated 
sums  which  were  patiently  permitted  to  remain  in 
some  of  those  banks,  are  not  to  be  considered  gratui- 
tous loans,  and  an  illegal  employment  of  the  public 
money,  the  loans  which,  it  is  now  in  proof  before  the 
committee,  the  secretary  has  made  to  various  banks  of 
this  district,  cannot  fail  to  satisfy  the  committee  that 
the  charge  of  mismanaging  the  national  funds  has  been 
clearly  established. 

The  corruption  of  the  British  parliament  and  the. 
illegal  conduct  of  the  British  ministry,  are  subjects  of 
frequent  and  just  reprobation,  as  the  purity  of  our  le- 
gislature, and  the  exact  subservience  of  every  branch 
of  our  executive  to  the  laws  of  the  land,  are  deemed 
causes  of  satisfaction,  and  sources  of  pride.  When 
Mr.  Pitt,  whose  influence  in  parliament  was  as  tran- 
scendent as  his  fame,  undertook,  at  a period  of  great 
commercial  pressure,  and  a calamitous  season  of  war, 
to  make  a loan  of  40,000L  to  the  house  of  Boyd  and 
Benfield,  the  subject  was  brought  before  parliament, 
and  as  the  loan,  though  not  gratuitous , teas  found  to  be 
“no  legal  employment  of  the  public  funds,”  and,  although 
the  opposition  admitted  there  was  no  ground  to  im- 
pute improper  motives  to  the  Premier,  it  was  declared, 
by  the  house  of  commons  an  act  of  dangerous  usurpa - 
tion\  and,  to  prevent  its  being  assumed  as  a precedent, 
or  extended  into  usage,  as  well  as  to  acquit  this  pow- 
erful and  celebrated . minister  of  moral  or  official 
liability  on  account  of  it,  a bill  of  indemnity  was  in- 
troduced by  one  of  his  friends,  and  passed  into  a law. 
Here  it  is  to  be  observed  that  the  loan  of  Mr.  Pitt  was 
advanced  (even  as  Mr.  Whitbread  confessed)  on  un- 
questionable securities — those  of  Mr.  Crawford  do  not 
appear  to  have  been  so  safely  provided  for.  On  Mr. 
Pitt’s  loan  no  loss  occurred;  a considerable  part  of 
Mr.  Crawford’s  loan  is  yet  endangered,  and  proba- 
bly will  be  lost.  Mr.  Pitt’s  loan  carried  interest. 
Mr.  Crawford’s  were  made  without  any  such  stipula- 
tion. If  Mr.  Pitt’s  conduct  could  be  exculpated 
only  by  an  act  of  parliament,  can  Mr.  Crawford’s  be 
justified  in  the  teeth  of  an  act  of  congress!  In  this 
case,  let  me  ask,  would  not  the  vital  principle  of  our 
government  be  lost  sight  of?  This  is  a government 
of  laws.  Responsibility  is  the  soul  of  the  republic,  and 
is  intended,  like  gravitation  in  the  material  world,  to 
hold  every  orb  and  every  atom,  every  officer  and  eve- 
ry citizen,  in  their  legal  position.  It  was  intended  to 
prevent  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  from  committing 
any  act  which  could  be  justly  called  “no  legal  employ- 
ment of  public  funds,”  and  will  hardly  be  satisfied  by 
the  declaration,  that  any  officer  of  the  government,  but 
especially  the  head  of  the  treasury,  can  employ  the 
national  funds  “in  disregard  of  law,”  and  yet  not  mis- 
manage them. 

[To  be  continued .] 
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[Report,  &,'c.  concerning  Messrs * Crawford  and  Edwards.] 

CONTINUED. 

Having  proved,  clearly,  by  the  declarations  of  the 
secretary,  and  the  expressions  of  the  committee,  that 
the  former  relinquished,  “by  agreement,”  on  the  30th 
June,  ISIS,  the  right  of  the  United  States  to  the  fiscal 
instrumentality  of  the  bank  of  the  United  States,  in 
the  collection  and  disbursement  of  the  national  funds, 
and  employed,  by  conditions  offered  to  them,  on  the 
1st  July  following,  the  instrumentality  of  certain] 
state  banks,  for  the  same  purpose;  and  having  shown  I 
that,  when,  shortly  after  the  latter  date,  an  extended 
agreement  was  entered  into  on  conditions  more  favo- 
rable to  these  banks,  allowing  them,  as  an  equiva- 
lent, or  rather  as  pay,  for  similar  instrumentality, 
$54,000,  annually,  by  way  of  interest  on  permanent 
deposites;  and  having  also  shewn  that  the  secretary 
has  made  various  loans  of  the  public  money,  I shall 
proceed  to  a subject  connected  with  my  second 
charge. 

This  imputes  to  the  secretary  of  the  treasury*,  with- 
out any  investigation  of  his  motives,  neglect  of  duty. 
In  relation  to  it,  the  committee  admit  that  the  act  of 
congress  incorporating  the  bank  of  the  United  States, 
makes  it  the  duty  of  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  to 
employ  the  offices  of  that  institution  as  places  of  de- 
posite  for  the  public  funds,  in  preference  to  all  other 
banks,  unless,  for  special  reasons,  he  should  think 
fit  to  use  other  banks  for  the  purpose;  and,  in  that 
case,  the  special  reasons  are  to  be  communicated 
to  congress  by  the  secretary,  at  its  then,  or  its  next 
session.  This  communication  the  committee  pro- 
nounce, and  the  secretary  confesses  he  failed  to 
make.  I may  safely  rest  the  truth  of  my  second 
charge  on  this  admission,  since  a failure  in  an 
officer  of  the  United  States,  from  any  cause,  to  com- 
ply with  the  directions  of  a law  prescribing  his  duties, 
is,  to  all  intents  and  purposes,  a neglect  of  duty.  The 
secretary,  however,  accounts  for  it,  and  the  commit- 
tee justify  it  upon  the  ground  of  inadvertence. 

The  admission  of  inadvertence,  in  this  case,  is  a 
concession  of  a neglect  of  duty  so  complex,  that  it 
may  fairly  be  denominated  a violation  of  duty;  for, 
as  the  object  of  the  law,  in  requiring  the  prompt 
communication  of  these  special  reasons,  was  not  only 
to  know  that  they  existed,  but  also  to  know  that  they 
were  sufficient,  a failure  to  make  the  communication, 
if  justified  by  inadvertence,  is  justified  only  as  to  the 
existence  of  the  special  reasons,  and  leaves  the  secre- 
tary more  directly  obnoxious  to  the  charge  of  hav- 
ing proceeded  in  the  business  upon  reasons  that  were 
insufficient,  a charge  which,  if  substantiated  by  inqui- 
ry, could  not,  from  its  nature,  be  justified  by  inadver- 
tence, but  would  infallibly  discredit  either  the  judg- 
ment or  the  integrity  of  the  presiding  officer  of  the 
treasury. 

After  recapitulating  my  statements  in  regard  to  the 
.intercourse  between  the  secretary  and  the  bank  of 
of  Missouri,  the  committee  remark  upon  that  which 
(they  say)  declares  that  this  bank  was  unworthy  of  cre- 
dit at  l he  t ime  the  public  money  teas  suffered  to  accumulate 

n it , to  a.  large  and  improper  amount;  they  admit  that, 
at  one  time,  this  accumulation  amounted  to  $126,000, 
and  then  affirm  that  the  propriety  of  permitting  this 
state  of  things  is  a question  of  prudence,  depending 
on  the  solidity  of  the  institution,  I endeavor  to  show, 
in  my  address  to  the  house,  that,  in  reference  to  this 
enormous  accumulation,  the  limited  capital,  and  ex- 
" cessive  issues  of  the  bank  of  Missouri,  left  nothing 
like  a substantia.1  or  reasonable  securitv  to  the  United 
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States.  But  the  committee,  not  denying  the  justness 
of  this  inference,  seem  to  avoid  it,  by  affirming  that 
my  estimate  of  the  capital  of  this  bank  is  incorrect, 
inasmuch  as  it  does  not  comprehend  the  amount  of 
permanent  deposite  as  part  of  its  capital,  and,  as 
raising  the  latter  to  such  a proportion  to  the  amount 
of  its  issues  of  paper,  as  would  give  it,  in  relation  to 
the  whole  sum  of  public  money  confided  to  it,  the 
character  of  solidity.  The  reasoning  involved  in  this 
affirmation  cannot  be  maintained.  If  the  bank  had 
lost  its  solvency  from  the  excess  of  its  issues  above 
the  amount  of  its  capital,  a common  creditor  would 
hardly  be  persuaded,  in  order  to  secure  a debt  of 
$576,000,  due  to  him  from  the  bank  to  lend  it  $1 50,000 
more,  to  add  to  its  capital,  and  restore  its  proper  pro- 
portion to  the  issues  of  the  institution.  This  step  might 
be  beneficial  to  the  other  creditors,  and  friendly  in  re- 
gard to  the  stockholders  and  officers,  but,  except  iri 
this  benevolent  light,  wrould  certainly  be  considered 
folly  on  the  part  of  the  creditor.  The  proportion,  then, 
between  the  capital  and  the  circulation  of  this  bank, 
upon  the  fitness  of  which  the  committee  declare  the 
prudence  of  accumulating  $726,000  of  public  money 
in  it,  depended,!  it  is  not  as  $360,000  is  to  $430,000, 
but  as  $210,000  is  to  $430,000;  and  the  amount 
hazarded  in  deposite,  by  the  secretary  of  the  treasu- 
ry, stands  related  to  the  capital  of  the  bank  to  which 
it  was  confided,  not  in  the  proportion  of  526,000  to 

360.000,  but  in  that  of  726,000  to  210,000;  and  this 

210.000,  endangered  by  its  disadvantageous  and  in- 
adequate proportion  to  an  admitted  excessive  amount 
of  issues.  Besides,  this  nominal  capital  of  $210,000 
was  subjected  to  the  pressure  of  other  exhausting 
operations.  The  discounts  to  the  stockholders  and 
directors  were  made  on  a pledge  of  their  stock,  so 
that,  to  this  extent,  that  species  of  financial  capacity, 
wThich$l00of  capital  may  represent,  and  authorize 
$150,  in  issues,  was  destroyed. 

As  this  proposition  of  the  committee  cannot  be  sus- 
tained, the  force  of  my  statement,  which  it  was  in- 
tended to  obviate,  still  bears  upon  the  conduct  of  the 
secretary,  and  demonstrates  that,  in  his  intercourse 
with  the  bank  of  Missouri,  he  not  only  was  guilty  of 
neglecting  his  duty,  but  of  mismanaging  the  public 
funds. 

In  my  address  to  the  house,  it  was  alleged  that  the 
secretary  had  neglected  to  exact  monthly  returns, 
and  quarterly  lists  of  its  debtors,  from  this  bank,  and 
thus  disregarded  the  means  in  his  power  of  under- 
standing the  condition  of  the  bank,  and  of  providing 
against  any  loss  which  might  occur  to  the  United 
States  from  the  embarrassment  or  insolvency  of  this 
institution.  This  fact  is  admitted  by  the  committee 
to  its  full  extent,  but  is  not  view  ed  by  them  as  evinc- 
ing neglect  of  duty,  or  censurable  inattention  to  the 
interests  of  the  United  States,  although,  in  the  secre- 
tary’s contract  with  this  bank,  (as  represented^^  the. 
committee)  these  returns,  &c.  are  c arefully  insisted! 
on,  in  order  “solely  to  aid  the  secretary  in  determin- 
ing the  propriety  of  continuing  or  discontinuing  the 
arrangement  w ith  the  bank.” 

In  considering  my  statement,  which  falls  under 
both  charges,  and  imports  that  the  secretary  receiv- 
ed a large  amount  of  uncurrent  paper  from  the  bank 
of  Missouri,  the  committee  declare  this  institution 
wTas  not  bound,  by  the  condition  proposed  to  it  by 
the  secretary,  previously  to  the  2th  August,  1819,  to 
receive,  as  cash,  on  account  of  the  United  States, 
such  sums  as  the  receivers  should  deposite  in  it,  but 
was  responsible  for  the  same  only  in  kind.  But  this. 
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if  correct.,  does  not  diminish,  but  only  removes,  to 
an  earlier  point,  the  mismanagement  of  the  secretary. 
It  appears  to  place  him  in  a dilemma.  If  his  contract 
with  the  bank  of  Missouri  did  not,  as  it  stated,  se- 
cure to  him  the  rig' t of  general  deposite  and  trans- 
fer, tc  the  same  extent,  that,  by  the  charter  of  the 
bank  of  the  United  [States,]  and  hio  contract  with 
that  bank,  he  possessed  that  nghi,  it  follows  that  he 
was  indiscreet  in  permitting  the  bank  of  theUnited 
States  to  withdraw  from  this  obligation,  before  he 
could  impose  it  on  another  bank.  And  if,  as  may 
be  inferred  from  the  observations  of  the  committee, 
it  was  proper  that  the  secretary  should  receive,  in 
Lind,  notes  which,  under  the  contract  with  the  bank 
of  Missouri,  had  been, , for  months,  deposited  to  the 
credit  of  the  United  States,  because,  at  the  time  they 
were  deposited,  they  were  good,  it  would  seem  that  a 
custom-house  bond  might  be  discharged,  when  it 
became  due,  in  notes,  however  depreciated,  provided 
they  had  been  good  at  the  date  of  the  bond. 

To  justify  this  unwise  and  irregular  proceeding, 
upon  the  ground  that,  from  the  conjectures  of  the 
secretary,  no  ultimate  loss  will  be  sustained  by  the 
United  States,  on  the  uncurrent  paper  so  received, 
would  be  to  proceed  upon  a principle  which  would 
allow  of  every  species  of  speculation,  on  his  part, 
with  the  public  funds;  a principle  at  war  with  inte-  i 


the  probability  of  the  second — a probability  not 
weakened  by  the  remark  of  the  committee,  thnt.  in- 
asmuch as  the  same  person  was  the  r ewer  of  pub- 
lic money  ar.d  president  of  the  1 v-  4t  is  hardly 
probable,  that  as  rece  cr  he  would  advise  the  secre- 
tary that  he  could  not  repose  confidence  in  the  bank 
of  whi'  h he  was  president.  Even  if  in  this  double 
relation  he  might  n r have  dissuaded  excessive  con- 
fidence. it  is  yet  very  clear,  thaf,  a his  interest  in  the 
former  cr  acity  greatly  exceeded  that  which  be  held 
in  the  latter,  he  was  under  the  operation  of  a direct 
motive  to  give  such  information  as  he  did  communi- 
cate. And,  upon  this  m-;>  ire.  which  the  committee 
declare  could  uot  exist,  the  secretary  actually  relied, 
(see his  reply,  page  11,)  as  insuring  the  faithful  com- 
munication of  all  such  information.  These  remarks 
apply  with  equal  force  to  the  declaration  by  which 
the  committee  would  seem  to  accuse  me  of  swearing 
falsely,  “that  there  is  no  evidence  that  the  receiver 
wrote  on  the  subject  of  this  advice  to  the  secretary. 
I asserted  upon  oath,  that  I saw  the  receiver  v:rite  to  the 
secretary,  and  enclose  my  publication;  and  I confess,  that 
I feel  no  inconsiderable  distress  at  the  reflection,  that 
my  oath  is  falsified  by  the  committee,  in  regard  to  a 
fact  probable  in  itself,  and  at  least  as  credible  as  one 
which  my  oath  is  suffered  to  establish. 

As  to  the  famous  letter  from  the  receiver,  there 


grity  and  prudence  in  fiscal  operations,  and  with  the  i can  now  be  no  doubt  that  it  was  written  and  despatch- 
practice  and  regulations  of  this  and  other  countries,  led  to  the  secretary;  or,  if  from  technical  objections 
In  the  British  house  of  commons,  the  first  charge!  to  the  testimony,  the  committee  should  not  be  dis- 
brought  against  lord  Melville,  was,  not  for  the  loss  or ! posed  to  act  upon  it,  enough  may  be  seen  to  show  the 
waste  of  the  public  funds,  but  for  permitting  their  \ propriety  of  allowing  further  time  for  producing,  in 
mismanagement  by  a subordinate  officer,  who  had  de-j  due  form,  testimony  enough  to  establish  the  fact;  and 


posited  them  in  private  banks,  in  a manner  similar 
in  all  respects,  to  the  operations  of  the  American  se 


this  I ask  the  committee  to  do,  if  they  are  not  satisfied 
of  the  fact.  It  must  he  admitted,  that,  as  I had  no 


cretary  of  the  treasury,  with  this  only  difference,  power  to  summon  witnesses  after  I myself  was  sum- 
that  the  British  government  sustained  no  loss  by  this  jmoned,  I could  do  no  more  than  obtain  voluntary  af- 
mabersation  of  Mr.  Trotter.  It  was  the  practice,  jfidavits,  and  that  I had  but  little  time  for  doing  this 
and  not  the  event  which  was  denounced  before  the;  much.  The  question  of  this  letter’s  having  been  re- 
house of  commons.  “I  am  appalled  (said  Mr.  Whit-  1 ceived  by  the  secretary,  appearing  to  depend  on  a 
bred)  at  the  reflection  of  no  less  than  thirty-four  mil-  comparative  estimate  of  the  opposing  weights  of  the 
lions  ofthe  public  property  having  passed  through  lord  probabilities  of  the  fact  on  which  I have  relied,  and 
Melville’s  paymaster’s  hands.  Why,  sir,  the  report  of  the  secretary’s  denial,  it  is  proper  to  examine  mi- 
states,  explicitly,- that  upwards  of  eight  millions  had  j nutely,  the  character  of  that  denial.  This  will  be 

I assert,  that  such  a 
I believe,  as  is  now 


been  in  the  hands  of  his  private  bankers,  and  nearly  [ found  to  be  very  equivocal, 
seven  millions  more  are  allowed  to  have  passed  j letter  was  written,  and  that 

through  the  same  channel.  I cannot  but  think  that  | evident,  that  it  was  transmitted,  and,  of  course,  re- 


this  negligent  criminality  is  deserving  of  the  sever- 
est reprehension.” 

Mr.  Pitt,  the  warm  and  powerful  advocate  of  lord; 
Melville,  was  forced,  by  a sense  of  truth,  to  confess 
that  this  permitted  misapplication  of  the  public  mo- 
ney contrary  to  law,  though  uvnthout  actual  loss  to  the 
state,  was  not  to  be  justified;-”  was  constrained  to  ad- 
vise the  erasure  of  his  friend’s  name  from  the  list  of 
privy  counsellors;  and  thus  expressed,  to  his  admir- 
ing country,  the  conflict  between  the  tenderness  cf 
his  friendship,  and  the  sublimity  of  his  patriotism. 
“I  am  not  (said  that  magnanimous  man,)  ashamed  to 
confess,  that  I have  not  given  this  advice  without  a 
bitter  oang.  I will  not  erase  from  m'y  bosom  the 
feelings  of  private  friendship.” 

When  the  report  of  the  committee  was  framed,  the 
only  evidence  which  was  known  to  exist,  that  I gave 
the  advice  represented  in  my  address,  to  the  receiver 
at  Edwardsville,  was,  my  own  solemn  declaration  to 
that  effect,  and  my  publication  of  1819,  announcing 
my  intention  of  withdrawing  from  the  directorship 
of  the  bank  of  Edwardsvilie.  Upon  this  evidence 
the  committee  thought  fit  to  admit,  “that  there  was 
no  u'  bt  Mr.  Edwards  gave  such  advice  as  he  repre- 
sents to  the  receiver,”  and,  at  the  same  time,  and 
against  the  same  evidence,  they  deny,  uthat  the  recei- 
ver wrote  on  the  subject  or  this  advice  to  the  secretary .” 
For  this  discrepancy  -ere  is  no  apparent  reason. 
Thesecond  fact  is  as  credible,  at  least,  as  the  first — 
indeed,  the  admission  of  the  first,  seems  to  establish 


ceived.  The  secretary  dees  rot  deny  that  it  was  re- 
ceived, but  declares  it  is  not  on  file,  and  is  not  re- 
collected by  the  officers  employed  in  the  department 
to  have  been  received,  of  whom,  however,  i'.ncw  ap- 
pears, by  their  own  testimony,  (with  the  exception 
of  Mr.  Dickins,)  that  neither  himself  nor  any  one 
else  made  any  inquiry  in  regard  to  that  matter. 

When  I state  my  belief  that  the  letter  was  received, 
I obviously  mean  by  the  secretary;  and  it  is  ar-  infirm, 
and  fallacious  answer,  to  reply,  not  that  the  secretary 
did  not  receive  it,  but  that  it  is  now  not  on  file,  and  is 
not  recollected  by  the  officers  employed  in  the  de- 
partment [whose  credit  is  rather  liberally  pledged,] 

! to  have  been  received,  both  which  declarations  may 
jbe  true,  and  yet  the  letter  be  in  the  secretary’s  pock- 
et. Again,  I stated  that  the  receiver  told  me  he  had, 
after  transmitting  this  letter  to  the  secretary,  receiv- 
ed a letter  from  him  directing  him,  the  receiver,  to 
continue  the  deposites.  This,  also,  the  secretary  de- 
nies in  his  report,  and  in  the  same  indirect  and  eva- 
sive manner.  He  does  not  say  that  no  such  letter  was 
written,  hut,  that  no  letter,  to  this  effect,  was  written 
in  answer  to  the  one  which  he  had  laboriously  assert- 
ed was  never  received,  has  strenously  argued  Avas 
never  Avritten!  Now,  it  is  very  clear  that,  if  the  let- 
ter from  the  receiver  was  nevrer  written,  or  even  was 
never  received,  no  ansicer  of  any  sort  could  have 
been  returned  to  it;  and  yet  the  letter,  directing  a 
continuance  of  the  deposites,  may  have  been  written. 
These  careful  ambiguities  in  the  report,  do  not  seem 
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calculated  to  make  the  defensive  declarations  of  the 
secretary  outweigh  the  strong  improbability,  that  a 
public  despatch,  deposited  in  the  post  office,  should 
have  miscarried  in  a mail  to  which  no  casualty  or  in- 
terruption is  known  to  have  occurred;  and  at  a sea- 
son of  the  year,  too,  when  the  mail  is  least  liable  to 
any  difficulties  in  its  transportation 

In  addition  to  his  neglect  of  duty  in  his  transactions 
with  this  bank,  as  suggested  in  my  address  to  the 
house,  and  in  my  replication  to  his  communication  to 
the  committee,  they  might  have  adverted,  in  support 
of  the  same  charge,  to  the  case  of  the  bank  of  Vin- 
cennes; w i ere,  also,  the  receiver  was  president  of 
the  bank,  where,  the  United  States  lost  $168,000;  on 
which  bank  the  secretary  drew,  successively,  from 
October,  1819,  to  March,  1820,  four  drafts,  together 
amounting  to  $165,000,  suffered  as  many  continuous 
protests,  and  after  neglecting,  as  usual,  all  measures 
of  precaution,  took  no  measure  of  redress  until  July, 
1820. 

A course  of  didactic  admonition,  in  the  form  of 
four  official  letters,  is  then  pronounced  to  this  delin- 
quent institution,  the  initial  gravity  of  which  is  com- 
pensated by  its  final  lenity.  (See  documents.)  He 
recapitulates  the  acts  of  ill  faith  which  he  had  pa- 
tiently endured,  mentions  the  protests  of  his  drafts 
for  $165,000,  warns  the  directors  that,  unless  the  re- 
form their  demeanor,  and  pay  the  drafts,  it  will  be 
proper  for  him  to  proceed  with  rigor;  but  concludes, 
with  proposing  a relaxation  of  that  meditated  rigor, 
provided  they  will  agree  to  honor  the  drafts  within 
forty  days,  and  even  promises  to  pay  for  this  tardy 
and  extorted  justice,  (out  of  his  never  failing  fund,) 
by  continuing  the  course  of  deposite  in  a bank,  thus 
attempted  to  be  bribed  and  threatened  into  common 
honesty  by  himself!  To  this  persuasive  proposal,  the 
bank,  increasing  in  audacity,  and  sagacious  of  the 
character  of  its  customer,  did  not  condescend  tore- 
ply  for  nine  months;  at  the  expiration  of  which  preg- 
nant period,  the  president  was  delivered  of  the 
abortive  fact  of  the  corporation’s  insolvency.  In 
this  feeble  and  exhausted  state,  it  asks  further  in- 
dulgence, and  concludes  its  appeal  to  its  munificent 
benefactor,  with  the  most  eloquent  encomiums  upon 
upon  his  liberality.  The  letter  reflects,  in  interest- 
ing colors,  the  substance  and  complexion  of  the  in- 
tercourse between  the  treasury  of  the  United  States 
and  the  banks  of  the  west;  and,  whatever  may  be 
said  of  its  prudence,  must  certainly  be  commended 
(by  a hunter  of  motives,  at  least,)  for  its  candor. 
As  the  presentation  of  a moral  scene,  it  is  delightful 
to  contemplate  the  sordid  gratitude  the  delinquent 
corporation,  glowing  under  the  injudicious,  if  not  il- 
licit, favors  of  this  liberal  minister  of  finance.  “ Your 
friendly  dispositions  towards  the  xoest , in  times  peculiar- 
ly difficult,  and  the  interest  you  have  evinced  for  this  re- 
mote section  of  our  common  country , leads  to  a hope, 
that  the  hand  that  has  hitherto  protected  us,  will  not  be 
be  withdrawn.”  This  friendly  hand  was  not  with- 
drawn for  at  least  twenty-one  months;  when  mea- 
sures of  recovery  were  commenced  in  a manner, 
evincing  such  interest  for  this  remote  section  of  our  com- 
mon country,  that  the  bank  was  allowed  three  years 
more  to  pay  the  debt;  a period  extending  beyond  the 
present  important  year,  and  upon  conditions  of  col- 
lateral se-curity,  imposed  with  such  ua  friendly  hand,” 
that  the  security  was  defeated  by  private  creditors,  in 
this  remote  section  of  our  common  country ; and,  in  con- 
sequence of  the fi-ienyly  dispositions  of  the  secretary, 
for  the  west,  the  loss  falls  upon  the  United  States. 

As  both  my  charges  have  now  been  established, 
and,  of  course,  the  specifications  upon  which  they 
depend,  by  the  confessions  of  the  secretary,  and  the 
admissions  of  the  committee,  I shall  not  press  the 
distinction  which  it  seems  escaped  the  committee, 
when  comparing  the  amount  of  money  lost  by  Mr. 
Crawford’s  mismanagement,  (about  half  a million,) 


with  the  amount  collected,  (21  millions)  the  con- 
trast favorably  to  the  secretary  this  proportion  with 
that  which  obtains  in  the  ordinary  collections  of  pri- 
vate, or  mercantile  debts.  They  appear  to  forget, 
besides  the  superior  regularity,  vigilance,  ana  pow- 
er, at  the  disposal  of  the  nation,  and  the  difference 
between  the  profits  and  loss  of  trade,  and  the  even 
exaction  of  the  revenue,  that  the  loss  incurred  by 
the  secretary  was  not  of  debts  outstanding,  but  of  funds 
collected,  and  collected  too,  by  salaried  officers,  at  an 
enormous  expense. 

Upon  one  point,  however,  which  has  already  been 
considered,  I shall  add  some  remarks.  The  com- 
mittee have  admitted,  distinctly,  and  in  correspon- 
dence with  my  statements,  that  Mr.  Crawford  did, 
on  some  occasions,  neglect  to  make  such  communi- 
cations to  congress,  as  by  law  it  was  his  duty  to  do, 
and  that,  on  others,  he  failed  to  report  such  facts  and 
documents,  as,  by  a resolution  of  the  house  ofrepre- 
sentatives,  he  was  required  to  do;  yet,  as  they  very 
naturally  cannot  detect  the  motives  of  this  miscon- 
duct, (which  God  alone  can  do,)  they  acquit  him  of 
all  blame  or  responsibility.  In  this  they  appear  to 
lose  sight  of  the  distinction  which  has  hitherto  ob- 
tained between  private  and  official  rectitude;  and  of 
the  well  established  fact,  that  bad  motives  in  the 
man,  are  not  necessary  to  constitute  misconduct  in 
the  minister. 

When  Burke  brought  Warren  Hastings  t the  bar 
of  the  house  of  lords,  and,  in  strains  of.  portentous 
eloquence,  invoked  upon  the  head  of  the  Indian  vice- 
roy the  vengeance  of  humanity,  the  power  of  justice, 
and  the  implicated  terrors  of  the  English  law,  in 
pourtraying  to  this  august  tribunal,  a course  and  tor- 
rent of  plunder  and'desolation  which  had  overrun  re- 
gions that  the  arms  of  Alexander  could  not  reach;  in 
charging  him  with  the  pillage  of  towns,  the  ruin  of 
districts,  the  sacking  of  cities,  the  plunder  of  prince- 
doms, the  devastation  of  provinces,  the  waste  of  em- 
pires, he  did  not  fail  also  to  accuse  him,  with  intense 
and  awful  formality,  of  having  neglected  to  communi- 
cate to  the  government  the  documents  which  were  called 
for  by  the  proper  authority.  ( Burke’s  works,  vol.  12, 
p.  454.)  “ That,  in  defiance  of-  the  said  orders,  and  in 
breach  of  the  above  recited  act  of  parliament,  the 
said  Warren  Hastings  has,  in  sundry  instances,  con- 
cealed from  his  council  the  correspondence  carried  on 
between  him  and  the  princes,  or  country  poioers  in  India ; 
and  neglected  to  communicate  the  advices  and  intelli- 
gence he  from  time  to  time  received,”  &c. 

This  great  statesman,  this  political  philosopher, 
this  experienced  orator  did  not  appear  to  consider, 
that  the  illegal  conduct  of  a minister  could  be  jus- 
tified by  an  alleged  absence  of  improper  personal 
motives,  nor  that  a duty,  upon  the  punctual  perform- 
ance of  which  die  whole  fabrication  of  legislation 
rests,  should  be  repeatedly  violated,  and  with  perfect 
impunity. 

I will  not  complain  of  any  thing  that  has  happened 
to  myself  in  this  business;  of  the  liberality  with 
which  bad  motive.:;  have  been  imputed  to  me;  of  that 
impatient  justice,  which,  on  this  floor,  condemned  me 
for  defending  myself,  and  argumentatively  accusing 
a responsible  officer,  upon  statements,  which  are  now 
established,  but  which  were  not  then  examined.  But, 
I beg  leave  to  ask,  whether  treatment  like  this  ’’an  be 
just  in  itself,  or  is  likely  to  sharpen  that  inspection, 
which  it  is  the  rigid  of  every  citizen  to  apply  to  the 
eonductof  the  high  officers  of  this  government,  and 
which  cannot  be  repressed  without  great  danger  to 
the  liberties  of  the  people. 

The  disadvantages  under  which  I have  labored  in 
this  investigation,  must  be  obvious  to  the  committee. 
While  I have  been  informed  by  them  that  nc  charges 
against  me  have  been  submitted  to  them,  the  f i 1,  is 
such  itmay  be  called,  has  assumed  much  mor  >thc.  ap- 
pearance of  an  investiga  ti»>n  of  my  conduct,  than  the 
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of  Mr.  Crawford’s.  Called  upon  as  a witness  against 
my  own  consent,  not  being  willing  to  rest  any  of  my 
charges  against  the  secretary,  or  my  own  defence, 
tipon  my  oath,  1 have  been  required  to  swear  to  facts 
that  I consider  wholly  immaterial;  as  it  relates  to  his 
conduct,  at  least,  the  avowed  object  of  the  inquiry; 
and  the  occasion  has  been  embraced  of  requiring  me 
to  defend,  not  my  general  character  for  veracity,  but 
to  maintain  it  in  particular,  and  special  cases,  by 
which  I have  been  perfectly  surprised,  and  for  which 
no  adequate  time  is  allowed  me. 

In  my  address  to  the  house,  I have  made  certain 
statements  against  Mr.  Crawford,  which  the  commit- 
tee are  pleased  to  denominate  charges.  For  speci- 
fications of  some  of  those  statements,  I have  refer_ 
red  to  certain  publications  under  the  signature  of  A 
B.  of  which  I acknowledged  myself  to  be  the  author,* 
thereby  making  myself  responsible,  from  that  mo- 
ment, for  the  charges  they  contain.  When  I wrote 
them,  or  whether  I wrote  them  at  all,  neither  could 
add  to,  nor  diminish,  the  responsibility  1 had  taken 
upon  myself,  by  exhibiting  them  as  charges  to  the 
house;  and  it  might,  with  as  much  propriety,  have 
keen  asked  of  me  to  swear  that  I wrote  my  address, 
as  that  I wrote  the  publications  which,  by  the  refer- 
ence made  to  them,  became  a part  of  that  address. 
How  they  originated,  or  what  was  their  object,  before 
they  were  offered  to  the  consideration  of  the  house, 
does  not  appear  to  me  to  be  either  material,  in  an  in- 
quiry into  .Mr.  Crawford’s  conduct,  nor  to  have  been 
within  the  intention  of  the  reference  to  the  commit- 
tee, especially  “if  no  charge  against  me  has  been  sub- 
mitted to  them.” 

The  only  inquiries  that  appear  to  me  material,  in 
regard  to  those  publications,  are,  whether  the  facts 
they  allege  are  true  or  false,  and,  if  true,  whether 
they  amount  to  proof  of  any  thing  on  the  part  of  the 
secretary,  worthy  of  reprehension.  If  the  charges 
against  him  are  well  founded,  no  motive  for  making 
them  can  justify  or  excuse  him. 

If  I am  to  be  convicted  of  having  made  them  un- 
justifiably, and  criminally,  not  barely  by  an  acquittal 
of  him,  but  by  a positive  judgment  against  myself, 
distinct  allegations  ought  to  have  been  made  against 
me,  and  a fair  opportunity  of  defence  should  have 
been  allowed  me.  Such  a trial  I should  be  very  wil- 
ling to  meet,  but  against  any  collateral  and  indirect 
operation  for  that  purpose,  and,  particularly,  where 
technicality  has  not  been  overlooked,  I solemnly  pro-; 
test. 

I have  been  required  to  swear  that  I wrote  these 
publications  more  than  two  years  ago,  and  this  has 
afforded  the  ground  for  attacking  my  veracity,  in  the 
special  cases  alluded  to,  without  my  being  allowed 
the  necessary  time  to  disprove,  invalidate,  or  ex- 
plain, the  allegations  that  have  been  made  against 
me. 

With  regard  to  my  having  denied  the  authorship  of 
those  publications,  i have  no  hesitation  in  admitting 
that  I have  frequently,  and  truly  denied,  that  I wrote 
all  that  appeared  under  that  signature,  during  the 
time  referred  to  by  the  testimony  in  this  case;  that  is 
to  say,  the  period  that  includes  the  first  and  the  last 
of  those  publications. 

I have,  also,  constantly  denied  that  there  was  any 
A.  B.  plot,  or  conspiracy,  in  the  case;  and  have,  at  all 
times,  treated  such  suggestions  with  the  contempt 
they  deserved.  Not  only  has  the  existence  of  such 
a “plot,”  or  “conspiracy,”  been  affirmed  in  several 
of  the  most  distinguished  newspapers  of  the  union, 
but  the  committee  have  recently  heard  it  boldly  as- 
serted on  the  floor  of  the  house  of  representatives. 
This  I have  denied,  and  still  do  deny,  so  far  as  it  is  in- 
tended to  implicate  me.  No  man,  but  myself,  is,  or 
ought  to  be,  responsible  for  any  thing  I have  written, 
on  the  subjects  embraced  by  those  publications,  and 
2ne  mau  cannot  make  a conspiracy.  For  whatever 


purpose  the  assertion  of  a “plot,  or  conspiracy,”  has 
been  made,  it  has,  I know,  been  more  correctly  de- 
nied than  affirmed. 

I am,  also,  equally  free  to  admit,  that  though  my 
general  course  was  neither  to  deny  nor  acknowledge, 
that  I was  the  author  of  these  publications,  yet,  I 
may  have  repeatedly  spoken  in  regard  to  that  matter, 
as  any  man  has  a right  to  speak  in  regard  to  an  ano- 
nymous publication  which  he  may  have  wrjtten,  but 
which  he  does  not  choose,  and  is  under  no  kind  of 
obligation  to  avow.  But,  that  I ever  said  any  thing 
that  could  be  considered  as  equivalent  to  a denial  of 
my  authorship  of  these  publications,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  avoiding  any  kind  of  responsibility,  or  to 
gain  any  point  whatever,  I do  most  positively  deny. 
In  fact,  no  man  who  did  not  choose  to  give  his  name 
to  the  public,  on  such  an  occasion,  could  have  taken 
less  pains  to  conceal  it  than  I have  uniformly  done 
in  this  case;  and  hence,  there  is  reason  to  believe  that 
nine  tenths  of  congress,  and  almost  every  one  else 
who  read  these  publications,  and  knew  the  general 
circumstances  of  the  case,  considered  me  as  the  au- 
thor of  them.  In  one  of  them  I offered  to  avow  my 
real  name,  provided  the  house  of  representatives, 
then  seeming  to  threaten  to  do  so,  would  adopt  any 
: measure  to  operate  directly  upon  me  in  consequence 
! thereof.  And  it  must  be  known  to  several  of  my 
j friends,  thatl  intended  to  avow  myself  the  author  of 
such  of  those  publications  as  I had  then  written,  if 
the  question  had  been  put  to  me  (as  was  expected) 
by  the  committee  before  whom  I was  examined  in 
February,  1823,  and  that  I had  prepared  the  preface 
for  my  deposition,  which  is  designated  No.  3,  in  the 
documents  accompanying  my  address  to  the  house, 
for  that  and  other  like  objects. 

That  I had  justifiable  cause,  as  well  from  private, 
as  public  considerations,  for  writting  these  publica- 
tions, I shall  always  be  able  to  prove  whenever  it  may 
become  necessary.  At  present,  I will  barely  ask, 
whether  the  public  attempt  that  was  made  in  several 
respectable  newspapers,  and  even  on  the  floor  of  the 
j house  of  representatives,  to  implicate  me  in  the  sup- 
pression, alluded  to  in  the  first  of  these  publications, 

* did.  not  justify  me  in  endeavoring  to  show  that  such  a 
.[charge  was  ridiculous  and  absurd?  This  is  fully 
I shown  in  the  subsequent  publications;  and,  contain- 
ing nothing  but  the  truth,  expressed  in  decent  and 
; respectful  terms,  what  could  there  be  in  them  to  be 
ashamed  of?  No  attempt,  that  I have  ever  seen,  has 
been  made  to  prove,  that  they  contained  even  an  in- 
decorous expression,  in  regard  to  the  secretary,  or 
that  the  facts  they  allege  were  not  true. 

As  to  a suggestion  which  has  been  made,  that,  if 
they  contained  anything  which,  in  my  opinion,  was 
wrong  in  the  conduct  of  the  secretary,  it  was  my 
duty,  as  a senator  of  the  United  States,  to  have  no- 
ticed it  in  a different  way,  I have  only  to  remark,  that 
it  may  be  seen  that  they  treated  of  “suppressed  do- 
cuments,” and  it  will,  I think,  hardly  be  contended 
by  any  reflecting  and  well  informed  man,  that  it  was 
my  duty,  as  a senator  of  the  United  States,  to  have 
noticed  officially,  a contempt  offered  to  the  house  of 
representatives  by  the  suppression  of  information, 
called  for  by  that  house;  the  more  especially  as  the 
house  itself  had  taken  the  subject  under  its  own  con- 
sideration. 

That  I denied  my  authorship  of  these  publications 
for  the  • urpose  of  obtaining  a confirmation  of  my 
appointment  as  minister  to  Mexico,  is  certainly  but 
poorly  supported  by  proof,  (if  admitted  to  its  fullest 
extent,)  that  such  denial  was  made  or  known  to  one 
senator  only,  who  had  previously  taken  an  active  part 
in  my  favor;  and  who  swears  that  he  was  wholly  un- 
influenced by  that  consideration.  Considering  the 
time  and  circumstances  when,  and  under  v> hieh,  this 
controversy  commenced,  and  that  all  the  senators 
were  then  present,  it  is  hardly  to  be  presumed  that. 
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if  such  an  attempt  had  been  made  by  me,  or  such  a 
denial  had  been  known  to  any  other  senator,  further 
proof  could  not,  and  would  not,  have  been  produced. 

If,  however,  the  committee  should  suppose  there 
is  proof  enough  before  them  to  support  this  imputa- 
tion, I ask  it  of  their  justice  to  afford  me  a fair  op- 
portunity of  producing  testimony  to  the  contrary, 
which  I only  want  time  to  do.  This  being  granted 
me,  if  it  shall  appear,  or  there  shall  be  the  least  rea- 
son to  believe,  that  I obtained  a confirmation  of  my 
^nomination  by  such  means,  I pledge  myself  instantly 
to  surrender  my  appointment. 

The  committee  having  requested  of  me,  since  the 
foregoing  was  written,  to  reduce  to  writing  my  mo- 
tion to  have  Mr.  Crawford  examined  as  a witness, 
that  there  may  be  no  misunderstanding  on  the  subject, 

I proceed  to  comply  with  their  request,  and  to  ex- 
plain the  grounds  of  this  application. 

I deduce  my  right  to  claim  the  benefit  of  his  testi- 
mony from  the  precedent  that  has  been  established 
by  the  committee  in  my  own  case.  Legal  princi- 
ples have  been  pretty  rigidly  insisted  on,  in  some  in- 
stances, in  the  course  of  the  present  investigation; 
and,  although  I am  not  able  to  point  flout  the  legal 
principle,  or  usage,  that  justifies  this  precedent,  I 
presume  it  will  be  sufficient  to  entitle  me  to  the  bene- 
fit of  it,  to  show  a strict  analogy  between  the  case  to 
which  it  has  been  applied,  and  the  one  to  which  I 
now  respectfully  propose  to  apply  it. 

I am  considered  by  the  committee  as  Mr.  Crawford’s 
accuser.  I might  rely  upon  his  report  and  his  subse- 
quent communication  to  the  committee,  to  show  that 
he  has  made  himself  mine.  But  I also  wish  to  prove 
that  such  was  his  intention.  If,  under  these  circum- 
stances, either  he  himself,  or  the  committee,  have  a 
right  to  make  me  a witness  against  my  own  consent, 
in  order  to  inquire  into  my  motives,  and  a variety  of 
other  matters  not  included  in  either  of  my  six  charges 
against  him,  or  in  any  of  their  specifications,  justice 
must  accord  to  me  the  same  privilege,  in  regard  to 
his  implicatians  against  me.  I claim  the  same  right 
to  examine  him,  and  with  equal  latitude,  in  regard  to 
all  the  matters  contained  in  his  report,  and  subse- 
quent communication,  which  implicate  me,  that  has 
been  demanded  of  me  in  relation  to  all  the  matters 
contained  in  my  address  to  the  house. 

It  is  true  that  I myself  consider  such  a course, 
either  in  his  or  my  own  case,  as  equally  contrary  to 
all  former  usage,  and  inconsistent  with  well  esta- 
blished and  incontestable  legal  principles.  But,  if  I 
have  been  mistaken,  or  a new  rule  is  to  be  adopted, 
all  I ask  is,  that,  while  it  is  applied  against  me,  in  one 
instance,  I may  not  be  denied  the  benefit  of  it  in^a 
similar  one. 

I had  supposed  that  neither  of  us  could,  either  as 
accuser  or  accused,  be  required,  contrary  to  our  con- 
sents, to  become  a witness,  and  to  testify  for  or 
against  ourselves.  The  rights  of  a prosecutor  and  a 
defendant,  in  this  respect,  are  the  same  in  any  form 
of  trial  that  has  been  adopted  in  this  enlightened 
country.  Either  has  a right  to  decide  for  himself 
upon  how  much,  or  how  little  testimony  he  may 
choose  to  submit  his  case,  and  neither  can  be  com- 
pelled to  strengthen  or  weaken  it  by  his  own  oath. 

I invite  the  committee  to  review  ail  the  facts  that 
have  been  required  to  be  proved  by  myself,  and  that 
have  been  admitted  to  be  proved  by  others  in  regard 
to  my  conduct,  and  to  contrast  them  with  your  own 
decisions,  to  confine  the  present  investigation  of  Mr. 
Crawford’s  conduct  to  the  charges  which  I have  al- 
leged against  him.  It  will  be  perceived,  from  the 
whole  of  the  testimony  in  this  case,  that  I have  been 
put  upon  my  trial  for  a malicious  prosecution,  in  the 
most  injurious  possible  form,  requiring  me  to  convict 
myself  by  my  own  oath,  before  it  is  decided  whether 
the  charges  I have  alleged  against  the  secretary  are 
true  or  false 


If  those  charges  are  true,  as  I alleged  them  to  the 
house,  I would  ask  what  have  the  committee  to  do 
with  my  motives  for  making  them,  and  upon  what 
legal  principles  could  I be  arraigned,  even  in  due 
form,  for  a malicious  prosecution? 

If,  on  the  other  hand,  these  charges  are  not  true, 
(there  being  “no  charge  against  me  submitted  to  the 
committee,”)  it  may  not  only  justify  the  acquittal  of 
Mr.  Crawford,  but  may  furnish  ground  of  future  trial 
of  myself  for  having  maliciously  and  falsely  made 
them.  It  cannot,  however,  authorize  any  distinct 
judgment  against  me,  till  I shall  be  put  upon  my  trial, 
and  have  a fair  opportunity  of  defending  myself. 
This  I am  ready  to  meet,  but  I cannot  consent  to  the 
blending  of  both  trials  together. 

If  you  should  think  such  a charge  against  me  sus- 
tainable, I would  rejoice  to  have  an  opportunity  to 
meet  it  fairly  before  the  house  of  representatives,  or 
the  senate  of  the  United  States,  and,  for  this  purpose, 

I beg  leave,  earnestly,  to  request  the  committee,  in 
case  that  should  be  their  opinion,  to  state  distinctly 
which  of  the  six  charges  I have  alleged  against  Mr, 
Crawford,  are  false,  and  in  what  respect  they  are  so, 
that  I may  know  how  to  prepare  for  my  defence.  In 
this,  I ask  no  more  than  any  subaltern  in  your  army 
is  entitled  to,  in  cases  of  infinitely  less  importance.  I 
presume,  and  hope,  therefore,  it  will  not  be  denied 
me. 

In  the  mode  of  trial  of  myself,  that  has  been  adopt- 
ed, (as  appears  by  the  testimony,)  by  which  I have 
only  known,  against  what  I should  have  to  defend  my- 
self from  the  mouths  of  the  witnesses,  the  common 
sense  of  all  mankind  must  perceive  that  I cannot 
have  had  any  reasonable  opportunity  of  defence.  If, 
therefore,  the  committee  think  themselves  authorized 
to  inquire,  for  any  purpose,  whether  I denied  my 
authorship  of  the  writings  signed  A.  B.  at  all,  or  that 
such  denial  was  made  with  a view  to  obtain  the  con- 
firmation of  my  nomination  as  minister  to  Mexico, 
by  the  senate,  I claim  additional  time  to  rebut  the 
testimony  that  has  been  given,  and  to  summon  every 
senator,  if  less  will  not  satisfy  you,  to  prove  that  no 
member  of  the  senate  either  voted  for  me  or  forbore 
to  vote  against  me,  on  account  of  any  such  supposed 
denial,  and  thereby  to  demonstrate  the  utter  impro- 
bability of  any  such  intention  on  my  part. 

I have  not  made  myself  Mr.  Crawford’s  persecu- 
tor, and  am  not  willing  to  be  so  considered.  With 
his  immense  advantages  over  me,  I have  not  the  har- 
dihood to  be  willing  to  take  issue  with  him  upon  his 
intentions.  My  object  has  been,  and  is  still,  to  defend 
myself,  in  the  most  effectual  manner  in  my  power, 
against  his  attack  upon  me.  This  being  accomplished, 
I care  not  what  disposition  is  made  of  his  part  of  the 
case.  I had  a right  to  urge  the  facts  I have  alleged 
in  my  own  defence;  and  none  can  admit  their  truth 
and  deny  the  justness  of  the  arguments  I have  deduc- 
ed from  them. 

In  doing  all  this,  I have(  imposed  upon  myself  the 
obligation  to  show  my  own  innocence  of  his  imputation 
against  me,  and  to  prove  the  six  specific  statements  I 
alleged  against  him  to  be  true,  without  reference  to 
his  intentions.  This  is  the  extent  of  my  responsibi- 
lity; the  public  regard  it  in  that  point  of  view,  and  J 
protest  against  any  further  responsibility,  and  all  col- 
lateral and  indirect  trials  of  myself;  being,  however, 
perfectly  willing  to  meet  any  charge  in  due  form. 

These  statements  against  Mr.  Crawford  1 have,  1 
think,  completely  established.  If  the  committee  think 
otherwise,  and  will  specify  wherein  I have  failed,  I 
will  still  redeem  the  pledge  I have  given  to  the  public, 
in  the  proper  place. 

NINIAN  EDWARDS. 

P.  S.  All  the  witnesses,  except  one,  w’ho  have  tes- 
tified on  the  subject  of  the  A.  B.  publications,  say  they 
considered  them,  and  the  A.  B.  plot,  as  one  and  the 
'same  thing.  It  wrill  be  perceived,  however,  that  in 
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my  address  to  the  house,  I made  a material  distinction 
between  them,  before  I could  have  anticipated  any 
contest  on  the  subject;  for,  while  in  that  address  I 
spurn  the  insinuation  of  “a  plot,”  I acknowledge  my- 
self the  author  of  the  publications  themselves. 

N INI  AN  EDWARDS. 

I submit  to  the  committee  the  testimony  herewith 
transmitted,  with  a statement  of  the  points  to  which 
it  is  intended  to  apply. 

Thomas  F.  Riddick  states,  in  his  affidavit,  annexed 
to  the  report  of  the  committee,  as  follows,  viz: 

“That  the  bank  of  Missouri  did  transfer,  in  eastern 
funds , to  the  hank  of  the  United  States,  and  its  branches, 
near  450,000  dollars,  which  funds  were  worth  four 
per  cent,  to  the  bank.” 

I refer  to  the  “list  of  drafts  drawn  by  the  treasurer 
of  the  United  States,  on  the  bank  of  Missouri,  since 
1st  July,  1818,”  [see  document  9,]  to  show  that  the 
whole  amount  of  transfer  to  different  banks,  was 

#481,948  60 

By  the  said  Riddick’s  affidavit, 
it  also  appears,  that  he,  him- 
self, gives  an  account  of 
funds,  of  a very  inferior 
kind,  transferred  138,179  0.0 

By  letter  B,  No.  16,  document 
No.  119,  it  appears,  that 
there  was  transferred  to  the 
branch,  at  Louisville,  of  Ken- 
tucky notes  67,731  00 

By  the  enclosure  of  letter  I, 

No.  16,  document  66,  page 
104,  it  appears  there  had 
been  transferred  to  Louis- 
ville, of  Georgetown  and 
Kentucky  notes  6,000  00 

211,910  00 


Leaving  onlv,  that  could  have  been  trans- 
ferred ” $270,033  60 

I have  not  had  time  to  examine  further  into  this 
statement. 

I refer  to  a statement  of  the  treasurer  of  the  United 
States,  dated  11th  June,  1824,  headed  “A  statement 
shewing  the  aggregate  of  moneys  deposited  to  the 
credit  of  the  treasurer  of  the  United  States,  in  the 
following  banks,”  &c.  [seedocument  83,]  to  show  the 
proportion  of  loss  to  the  amount  deposited  in  certain 
banks  that  were  depositories  of  public  money,  receiv- 
ed from  the  sale  of  public  lands,  and  which  have 
failed  to  fulfil  their  engagements  with  the  treasury. 

I refer  to  the  enclosure  of  letter  I,  No.  16,  document 
66,  p.  104,  to  show  that  more  uncuvrent  notes  were 
received  by  Mr.  Crawford  than  I have  alleged  in  my 
address  to  the  house,  viz:  Georgetown  and  Kentucky 
notes,  6,000  dollars,  which  appear  to  have  been  re- 
ceived between  the  20th  May,  1S20,  and  the  30th 
June,  1821.  Or  if  they  were  not  received,  this  docu- 
ment, furnished  by  Mr.  Crawford  himself,  must  af- 
ford a very  sufficient  apology  for  thinking  so. 

I refer  to  an  “extract  of  a letter  from  Thomas 
Sloo  to  the  secretary  of  the  treasury,”  furnished  by 
the  treasury  department,  see  [ b ],  and  to  the  letter  of 
George  F.  Strother,  see  [a],  to  shew  that  the  prospects 
of  collecting  the  debt  of  the  bank  of  Missouri,  to  the 
United,  States,  is  not  as  good  as  they  have  been  repre- 
sented to  the  committee  to  be,  & c. 

NINIAN  EDWARDS. 

To  the  hon.  John  Floyd , chairman,  Sqc. 

The  committee  having  again  repeated  to  me,  on 
last  evening,  that  there  are  no  charges  against  me 
submitted  to  them;  that  their  investigations  will  be 
confined  to  the  six  specific  statements  which  1 have 
alleged  against  Mr.  Crawford,  in  my  address  to  the 
house;  and  that,  if  I wished  to  produce  further  testi- 
mony. I must  state  in  writing  the  names  of  the  wit- 


nesses whom  I wished  to  have  summoned,  and  the 
points  I expect  to  prove  by  them;  I cannot  consent 
to  take  upon  myself  the  responsibility  which  may  be 
imposed  upon  me  by  subjecting  the  government  to  a 
it  expense,  and  many  gentlemen  to  much  per- 
sonal inconvenience,  without  explaining  the  cause  and 
reason  Yvhich,  in  my  opinion,  imposed  upon  me  the  ne- 
cessity to  do  so- 

I need  not  enlarge  upon  the  reasons,  heretofore 
: given,  why  I think  I have  been  unnecessarily  called 
moil,  against  my  own  consent,  to  give  testimony  in 
; this  case.  That  measure  has  been  adopted;  its  effect 
has  been  to  bring  on  a trial  of  myself  upon  collateral 
points  in  the  most  injurious  form,  surprising  me  by 
accusations  and  impeachments  of  my  character,  of 
which  I could  have  had  no  previous  notice. 

Having  been  made  a witness,  I might  have  had  less 
ground  of  complaint  if  I had  only  been  required  to  de- 
fend my  general  character  for  veracity;  but,  as  the 
thing  now  stands  I am  compelled  to  defend  it  against  par- 
ticular allegations,  the  first  notice  of  which  has  been 
from  the  mouths  of  the  witnesses  summoned  against 
me.  This,  I think,  was  not  demanded  by  any  material 
fact  in  this  case,  and  it  surely  can  derive  no  justifi- 
cation from  the  rules  of  common  law.  If  I mistake 
not,  it  is  a sound  legal  principle  that  a witness  shall 
neither  be  compelled  to  discredit  himself,  nor  shall  an 
adverse  party  be  permitted  to  ask  him  a question 
with  a view  to  discredit  him. 

Why  I was  forced  to  become  a witness,  I neither 
knew,  nor  could  conjecture,  until  the  committee  did 
me  the  honor,  on  last  evening,  to  state  to  me  that  it 
was  in  consequence  of  my  having  charged  Mr.  Craw- 
ford, in  one  of  my  six  specific  statements,  with  having 
suppressed  the  letter  of  the  receiver  at  Edwardsviiler 
mentioned  in  my  examination  before  the  select  com- 
j mitten  of  February,  1823,  and  with  a view  to  ascertain: 

! what  I knew  upon  that  subject, 
j This,  I must  insist  upon,  is  a very  great  misappre- 
jhension  on  the  part  of  the  committee,  and  a most  in- 
I jurious  one  to  me,  if  it  shall  be  persevered  in. 

1 I do  most  positively  disclaim  ever  having  had,  or 
'now  having,  any  intention  to  include  that  letter  in  the 
j charge  of  suppressions  submitted  to  the  investigation 
| of  the  committee  by  the  house  of  representatives, 
j It  is  not  reasonable  to  suppose  that  I could  have  in- 
\tended  to- impose  upon  myself  an  obligation  -to  produce 
j proof  of  the  suppression  of  a particular  letter,  which 
j the  whole  scope  of  my  address,  and  every  fair  infer- 
ence from  it,  shewed  I consider  it  as  my  misfortune 
; not  to  be  able  to  produce. 

But  it  is  net  a fair  inference  from  any  thing  expressed 
, in  my  address,  that  I intended  to  include  this  letter  in 
the  charge  of  suppressions. 

In  page  13  of  that  address,  I say  “it  could  have  been 
no  object  with  me  to  have  established  an  additional 
suppression  upon  him,  for,  if  time  do  not  fail  me,  if 
will  be  seen,  before  I am  done  with  this  subje  t,  that 
I had  in  my  possession  proof, whose  credibility  could 
not  be  questioned,  of  his  having  suppressed,  in  a va- 
riety of  other  instances,  letters  enough,  of  a much 
more  important  character  and  delicate  bearing,  for 


any  purpose  that  the  utmost  malignity  could  have  con- 
templated, as  possible  to  be  effected  by  such  means.” 
Here  then  is  a clear  indication  that,  in  what  I should 
thereafter  say,  I did  not  intend  to  rely  upon  that  letter, 
but  others  much  more  important , and  whose  credibility 
could  not  be  questioned,  evidently  meaning  those  that 
could  be  established  by  the  documents  furnished  by  himself . 

Turning  to  the  charge  itself,  (see  address  page  25), 
it  is  found  to  be  expressed  in  the  : allowing  words, 
viz:  “That  he  has,  in  several  instances,  withheld  in- 
formation and  tetters,  called  for  by  the.  b >use,  and 
which  it  was  his  duty  to  have  communicated.” 

The  specifications  f the  charge,  alter  referring  to 
a particular  case  omy,  commences  in  the  following 
words,  viz: 
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“But  it  also  appears,  tiiat  he  and  his  officers  of  the 
treasury  department  fi..w  ot  been  able  to  find  a 
great  number  of  other  i.  tiers,  and  even  some  of  his 
own  official  ones,  when  require  d by  other  calls  of 
the  house;  or  if  they  could  be  found  they  were  sup- 
pressed. Of  this,  the  documents  furnished  by  lum- 
self  afford,  both  abundant  and  conclusive  proof. 
Many  instances  might  be  stated;  for  the  sake  of  bre- 
vity, I will  allude  to  a few  of  them  only.” 

Piicrc  then  is  the  practical  exposition  of  the  inten- 
tion indicated  in  the  13th  page  of  my  address,  in  re- 
gard to  the  suppressions  on  which  I intended  to  rely. 
'J’h c suppressions  referred  to  in  the  last  above  recit- 
ed paragraph,  are  expressly  confined  to  those  which 


lives  for  producing  them,  and  all  the  testimony  relat- 
ing to  them,  should  be  examined. 

The  papers  to  which  this  consent  applies  are  five 
in  number;  to  each  of  which  is  attached  an  affidavit 
of  Thomas  Lippincott,  taken  before  a justice  of  the 
peace,  viz:  a copy  of  a letter  from  Mr.  Crawford,  to 
the  receiver  of  Edwardsville,  of  the  6th  of  August, 
18  l‘J.  2d.  A copy  of  a letter  from  Mr.  Crawford,  of 
the  1st  of  November,  1819,  to  the  receiver.  3d.  A 
copy  of  a paper  which  was  folded  in  the  letter  of  the 
1st  of  November.  4th.  A copy  of  a paper  dated  the 
12th  October,  1819,  neither  directed  nor  signed,  but 
filed  away,  and  endorsed  with  these  words;  “copy  to 
the  treasury  department,  October,  1819.”  5th.  Copy 

re- 


coulii  _e  proved  by  tiie  documents  furnished  by  himself,  ; ° . a ,ot  October,  1819,  signed  by  the 

aid  of  these,  a Jew  only  are  specifically  designated,  and  i c®lv®r  Edwardsville,  and  directed  to  the  secretary 
lu  ing  all  that  1 exhibited  against  the  secretary,  must  I ol  tae  treasury.  The  first  and  second  of  these  pa- 
>c  <■/  thatlarn  bound  to  prove.  They  were  deemed  Per^  vver8  communicated  to  the  committee  by  the  se- 
enuugh  for  uiv  purpose,  and  more,  therefore,  were  c^tar)  ’>  the  others  are  not  officially  certified  by  the 
not  intended  to  be  included,  - officer  whose  business  and  duty  it  is  to  authenticate 

i ,,  • , ...  copies  of  the  papers  which  belong  to  his  office.  The 

The  publications,  under  the  signature  of  A.  B.  affidavit  of  Lippincott  has  been  preferred  by  Mr.  Ed- 


transmitted  with  my  address,  are  also  referred  to  for 
specifications,  but  these  contain  no  reference  to  any 
suppressions  but  those  which  the  documents  establish. 
Besides,  the  suppression  of  the  receiver’s  letter,  ac- 
cording to  the  decision  of  the  committee,  which  1 am 
not  disposed  to  contest,  was  a fact  wholly  immaterial, 
since  the  description  which  I gave  of  it  in  my  exami- 


wards  to  the  official  certificate;  and  he,  it  is  presum- 
ed, was  perfectly  aware  that  such  an  affidavit  was  in- 
sufficient to  make  the  copy  to  which  it  might  be 
attached  evidence.  The  testimony  of  Lippincott, 
was  preferred,  also,  to  that  of  a person,  (Oswald 
Dunn),  who  preceded  Mr.  Edwards  to  Washington, 
, T a , iand  who  might  have  testified,  after  examining  the 

nation  in  February  1823,  and  the  copy  I produced  to  ! copies  and  originals,  that  the  copies  produced t ere 
the  committee,  both  prove. that  it  was  not  one  of  copies  of  papers  in  the  office  of  fhe  fecelyer  ■ f £ 


those  letters  which  the  committee  suppose  was  em- 
braced by  the  call  of  the  house  upon  Mr.  Crawford 


eceiver  of  Ed- 
wardsville. This  preference  was  obviously  given, 
that  the  affidavits  might  shew  in  whose  hand  writim 


For  these,  and  the  reasons  I have  heretofore  had!  the  papers  in  the  office  were  written.  The  hand 


writing  of  each  is  shewn  by  Lippincott,  except  the 
paper  with  the  date  of  October  12  isiQ  w . 


the  date  of  October  12, 1819.  By  the  tes- 


tho  honor  to  submit  to  the  committee,  I not  only  think 
the  testimony  I am  about  to  ask  for,  ought  not  to  be 
considered  necessary  in  the  present  investigation, 
but,  that  my  own  testimony,  and  all  that  which  has  is  now  known  that  that  paper  is  his  own  work  a 
already  been  token  in  regard  to  the  publications  of  j fact  obviously  intended  to  be  concealed,  and  to  which 


timony  of  Ninian  Edwards,  given  most  reluctantlv,  it 


A.  B.  ought  to  e rejected.  Understanding,  how- 
ever, that  the  c >ramittee  intend  to  publish  all  the  tes- 
timony that  has  been  taken  against  me,  and  believing 


concealment  Lippinoott  lent  himself,  if  he  was,  as  it 
is  presumed  he  was,  acquainted  with  Mr.  Edwards’S 
hand  writing.  Even  were  he  not  acquainted  with  it, 


that  its  publication,  under  the  sanction  of  the  com-i  it  will  be  seen  by  the  affidavits  that  this  paper  is  the" 
mittee,  will  be  calculated  to  do  me  essential  injury,,  only  one,  the  hand  writing  of  the  original  of  which  the 
and  great  injustice,  without  further  testimony  on  my  affidavit  attached  to  it,  does  not  go  to  ascertain.  The 
part,  I feel  compelled  to  ask,  that  Samuel  D.  Lock-;  original  letter  of  the  1st  of  November,  is  said  to  be  in 
wood,  esq.  receiver  at  Edwardsville,  and  Thomas!  the  hand  writing  of  Mr.  Crawford,  that  of  the  6th  of 
Lippincott,  esq.  of  the  same  place,  and  all  the  sena-  ' August,  of  a clerk,  and  signed  by  Mr.  Crawford;  the 
iors  of  the  United  States,  may  be  summoned;  the  two!  paper  folded  in  the  letter  of  the  first  of  November  in 
former  to  support  my  testimony,  and  the  latter  to ! the  same  hand  writing  as  the  letter  of  Mr.  Crawford 
give  testimony  to  oppose  that  which  has  been  given  | of  the  6th  of  August;  the  letter  signed  by  Mr.  Stephen- 
against  me,  in  relation  to  an  alledged  denial  of  my!  son,  of  the  22dof  October,  in  the  hand  writing  of  Mr. 


authorship  of  the  A.  B.  publications,  and  I renew  my 
application  for  the  examination  of  Mr.  Crawford. 

NINIAN  EDWARDS. 

Remarks  submitted  by  Mr.  Forsyth. 


a writing  

Stephenson.  The  explanation  of  this  difference  in 
the  affidavit,  is  found  in  the  fact  disclosed  by  Mr. 
Edwards,  that  the  paper  from  which  that  now  of- 
fered was  copied,  was  the  work  of  his  own  hand. 
The  affidavit  of  Lippincott,  that  the  copy  offered  N 


When,  on  the  16th  June,  a question  was  proposed!  a true  copy  of  that  paper  now  on  file,  is  contradicted 
to  colonel  Benton,  touching  the  general  character  ofjby  the  testimony  of  Mr.  Edwards.  There  is  an  un- 
Ninian  Edwards,  with  a view  to  shew  him  unworthy  j derscoririg  in  Ihe  copy,  and,  in  the  original  none, 
of  belief,  the  committee  said,  that  if  that  question  was  I Mr.  Edwards,  although  he  never  remembers  to  have 
pressed,  and  the  opposite  party  asked  for  a delay  to  seen  the  underscoring,  before  he  saw  it  before  the 
enable  him  to  procure  testimony  to  defend  bis  j committee,  states  that,  before  the  affidavit  was  affiixed 
character,  it  would  be  granted;  and,  as 'Mr.  Cook,  he  or  Lippincott  must  have  underscored  a particular 
acting  for  Mr.  Edwards,  distinctly  stated  that  he;  part  of  it;  which  underscoring,  making  emphatic  a 
should  want  testimony  from  the  western  country,  to  particular  sentence,  brought  the  copy  somewhat  near- 
avoid  further  delay  the  question  was  waived.  ’The  er  than  the  original  to  the  description  o-iven  by  Mr. 
committee  now  say,  that  certain  papers  brought  from  Edwards,  in  his  affidavitof  1823,  of  the  letter  of  Mr 
Edwardsville,  to  be  used  as  evidence  by  Ninian  Ed- 1 
wards,  are  not  duly  authenticated;  and,  as  they  are 
deemed  by  him  important,  unless  they  are  admitted  as 
evidence,  time  will  be  allowed  to  enable  him  to  pro- 
cure a proper  authentication  of  them.  With  the 
same  motive  that  prevented  the  question  proposed  to 
colonel  Benton  from  being  pressed,  a consent  is  now 
given  that  these  papers  should  be  received.  But  it  is 
prrve  that  the  character  ef  these  papers,  the  mo- 


Stephenson.  The  oath  of  Mr.  Edwards  was,  that  the 
purpose  of  Mr.  Stephenson,  in  writing  the  letter,  was 
to  enclose  the  publication  of  Mr.  Edwards  of  the 
13th  of  September,  1819,  and  that  he,  (Mr.  E.)  pre- 
vailed on  him  to  write  it.  The  letter  produced,  re- 
fers to  the  publication  as  enclosed,  but  does  it  inci- 
dentally, as  a circumstance  of  no  particular  impor- 
tance; and  the  agency  Mr.  Edwards  alleged  he  had 
in  procuring  it  to  be  written,  is  not  stated;  nor  is 
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there  any  allusion  to  the  advice  he  declares  he  gave 
to  Mr.  Stephenson,  to  withhold  all  further  deposites 
until  he  received  the  order  of  the  secretary.  Mr.  Ed- 
wards now  states,  that  this  advice  was  given  to  pre- 
vent, not  immediate,  but  future  remote  danger,  while 
the  paper  produced  by  him,  as  the  copy  of  that  letter 
written  by  himself,  states,  as  from  the  receiver,  that 
“he  would  not  wish  to  risk  the  responsibility  of  mak- 
ing the  deposites  in  the  bank,  until  after  the  first  of 
January  next,  1820,  without  your  instructions,  given 
upon  a knowledge  of  the  facts  above  disclosed ;”  of 
which  facts,  the  course  Mr.  Edwards  was  disposed  to 
pursue,  was  one  the  least  important  in  its  character. 
The  peculiar  manner  in  which  the  affidavit  is  drawn, 
deserves  notice.  The  paper  now  produced  is  intend- 
ed to  prove  that  Mr.  Stephenson  wrote  the  letter  in 
1819,  described  by  Mr.  Edwards,  and  that  he  gave  the 
advice  he  stated  he  gave  to  Mr.  Stephenson,  and,  as 
presumptive  evidence  that  his  publication,  and  this 
letter,  were  sent  to  the  secretary  of  the  treasury. 
For  these  purposes  it  is  necessary  that  it  should  ap- 
pear that  the  original,  from  which  it  is  copied,  should 
have  been  always  in  the  office  of  the  receiver  since 
1819,  and  was  obviously  preserved  as  an  official  do- 
cument. While  the  others  are  in  ordinary  form,  the 
affidavit  of  Lippincott,  on  this  paper,  is  of  studied 
and  singular  phraseology:  “that  the  original  was 
found  by  him  on  the  files  of  official  letters, appertaining 
to,  and  now  in,  the  receiver’s  office  at  Edwardsvilie;” 
a phraseology  which  implies  that  the  deponent  knew 
that  the  files  of  official  letters  in  which  he  found  the 
original  paper,  although  belonging  to,  had  been  out  of, 
the  receiver’s  office;  a fact  totally  destructive  of  all 
the  presumptions  arising  from  the  finding  of  the  paper  j 
on  the  files  of  the  official  letters  in  the  office.  This  j 
paper,  of  the  12th  of  October,  it  is  shewn  by  Mr.  Ed- 
wards, is  not  on  the  letter  book  of  1819,  in  which  it 
would  have  been  the  duty  of  Mr.  Stephenson  to  have  I 
recorded  it,  if  it  had  been  sent  to  the  secretary  of  the  j 
treasury.  But  there  is  something  written  upon  it  by  j 
the  receiver.  The  affidavit  is,  on  this  point,  also,  equi-  j 
vocal.  The  paper  was  found  by  the  deponent  on  the  ! 
files  of  official  letters  appertaining  to,  and  now  in,  the 
receivers  office  at  Edwardsvilie,  and  endorsed  or 
filed  in  the  hand  writing  of  the  receiver  of  public  mo- 
ney, as  follows:  “Copy  to  the  treasury  department, 
Oct.  1819.”  No  punishment  could  be  inflicted  for 
this  statement  as  false,  if  the  paper  is  not  endorsed; 
provided  the  alternative  that  it  is  filed  is  true.  It  is 
filed  if  the  paper  was  enclosed  in  a separate  invelope, 
with  the  words  upon  it  in  the  receiver’s  hand  witing: 
but,  if  the  receivers  hand  writing  is  not  on  the  paper 
itself,  the  only  presumption  in  its  favor  arises  from 
its  being  found  among  papers  appertaining  to,  and  now 
in,  the  office. 

It  is  not  necessary  to  pursue  this  inquiry  further. 
The  secretary  of  the  treasury  could  have  no  know- 
ledge of  the  conversation  or  the  acts  of  Mr.  Edwards 
and  Mr.  Stephenson,  in  Edwardsvilie,  in  1819,  nor 
has  he  expressed  either  belief  or  opinion  respecting 
them.  What  was  officially  known  to  him  he  has  com- 
municated. For  the  correctness  of  that  knowledge 
only,  is  he  solicitous.  Nor  would  this  scrutiny  into 
the  circumstances  of  the  paper,  dated  12th  of  Octo- 
ber, 1819,  be  made,  if  Mr.  Edwards  had  contented 
himself  with  the  production  of  it  in  explanation  of  his 
oath  of  1823,  and  his  justification  of  that  part  of  it 
which  depended  upon  his  own  knowledge.  It  is,  how- 
ever, now  produced  as  presumptive  evidence  that  the 
copv  of  it  was  received  by  the  secretary;  and  Mr. 
Edwards  sought  for  the  answer  in  the  office  of  the 
receiver,  and  has  now  sworn  that  he  believes  the  let- 
ter of  the  secretary,  of  the  1st  November,  1819,  is  the 
letter  written  after  the  reception  of  that  of  the  12th 
of  October,  to  direct  the  receiver  to  continue  the  de- 
posites in  the  Bank  of  Edwardsvilie.  The  letter  of 
the  1st  of  November  makes  no  allusion  to  such  letter: 


it  is  not  a direction  to  continue  deposites;  it  is  the 
determination  of  the  secretary  that  the  course  alleged 
in  the  letter  of  Lucy  Stephenson ,?of  the  18th  of  Sep- 
tember, which  letter,  it  now  appears,  was  also  the 
work  of  Mr.  Edwards,  for  the  detention  of  the  public 
moneys  in  the  hands  of  the  receivers,  did  not  autho- 
rize that  detention. 

Since  Mr.  Edwards  has  produced  the  paper  pur- 
porting to  be  dated  on  the  12th  October,  1819,  it  has 
been  shown  that  it  was  impossible  that  the  letter  of 
the  1st  of  November  should  have  been  the  answer  to 
it,  or  written  in  consequence  of  it.  By  the  mail  ar- 
rangements of  1819,  prevailing  until  the  16th  of  No- 
vember of  that  year,  as  shewn  by  the  testimony  of 
Mr.  Bradley  before  the  committee,  it  required  twenty 
days  to  transmit  a letter  from  Washington  to  Ed- 
wardsvilie, and  a longer  time  to  transmit  a letter 
from  Edwardsvilie  to  Washington.  The  original  ac- 
counts of  the  postmaster  at  Edwardsvilie,  taken  from 
the  comptroller’s  office,  and  of  which  an  extract  is 
before  the  committee,  shew  that  no  mail  left  Edwards- 
vilie for  Washington  from  the  9th  of  October  until 
the  16th  of  that  month.  Mere  than  twenty  days  from 
the  16th  of  October  reaches  beyond  the  4th  of  No- 
vember. The  letter  of  the  1st  of  November  was, 
therefore,  written  before  it  was  possible  for  the  letter 
of  the  12th  October,  1819,  if  such  had  been  written 
at  Edwardsvilie,  to  reach  Washington.  Admitting 
the  impossibility  that  this  should  be  otherwise,  Mr. 
Edwards  seeks  to  avoid  the  effect  of  this  admission, 
by  declaring,  on  oath,  his  belief  that  the  letter  of 
the  1st  November  wTas  not  written  or  sent  before 
that  of  the  12th  of  October  was  received.  Either, 
therefore,  the  letter  was  fraudulently  antedated  or 
retained  until  the  arrival  of  that  document.  To  find 
a colorable  pretext  for  this  belief,  Mr.  Edwards,  as 
the  committee  will  recollect,  turned  to  the  original 
letter  of  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  of  the  1st  of 
November,  to  the  cashier  of  the  bank  of  Edwardsvilie,, 
brought  by  Mr.  Edwards  from  that  place,  which  en- 
closed a copy  of  the  letter  of  the  same  date  to  the 
receiver,  in  order  to  ascertain  the  post-mark  upon  it: 
and  succeeded  in  persuading  himself  that  there  was 
the  figure  8 in  the  post-mark.  A clerk  of  the  post 
office,  Mr.  Sweeny,  was  sent  for  by  one  of  the  com- 
mittee, Mr.  Taylor,  but  Mr.  Edwards  declined  exa- 
mining him.  Mr.  Sweeny,  however,  was  examined; 
and  the  post-mark  was  ascertained  to  be  the  3d  of  a 
month  which  could  not  be  distinguished.  This  post- 
mark, if  of  November,  wras  on  the  original  letter  be- 
fore the  letter  of  the  12th  of  October  could  have 
reached  Washington.  On  the  19th  of  June,  after  a 
deliberation  of  three  days,  Mr.  Edwards  amended  his 
own  testimony,  and  then  declared  that  it  was  possible 
the  letter  of  the  12th  of  October  might  have  arrived 
here  in  time  to  fee  answered  by  one  of  the  1st  of  No- 
vember, because  it  might  have  been  carried  by  a pri- 
vate conveyance  to  Louisville,  from  whence  it  could 
have  been  brought  by  mail  within  the  required  time. 
In  making  this  amendment  to  his  former  answer,  Mr. 
Edwards  appears  to  have  forgotten  how  much  he  had 
previously  said  of  the  safety  of  the  mail,  and  the  im- 
probability that  any  thing  committed  to  it  should  have 
miscarried;  and  that  Mr.  Stephenson  could  not  have 
felt  so  much  anxiety  to  despatch  a paper,  which  it  had 
required  Mr  Edwards’s  influence  to  prevail  on  him 
to  write,  as  to  seek  unusual  means  of  hurrying  it  on 
by  a mode  of  conveyance  never  before  or  after  used 
by  him  for  the  conveyance  of  his  official  letters  to 
the  department. 

Mr.  Edwards,  however,  has  asserted  that  Mr.  Craw- 
ford’s letter  of  the  20th  of  April,  1S20,  was  possibly 
the  answer  to  the  one  of  the  12th  of  October,  1819. 
In  making  this  assertion  on  oath,  Mr.  Edwards  has 
not  recollected  the  stress  he  lays  upon  the  circum- 
stance of  the  deposites  having  been  withheld  tiii  the 
31st  of  December,  1819,  as  proof  that  he  had  advised 
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the  receiver  to  withhold  the  deposites;  as  evidence 
that  the  receiver  did  write  to  Mr.  Crawford  the  letter 
of  the  12th  of  October,  and  that  that  letter  was  an- 
swered; that,  in  consequence  of  that  answer,  the 
large  sum  of  §53,191,  was  paid  into  the  bank.  Inlay- 
ing this  stress  upon  the  withholding  of  the  deposites, 
as  evidence  that  Mr.  Stephenson  was  acting  by  his  ad- 
vice, he  had  forgotten  that  he  knew  (having  written 
Lucy  Stephenson’s  lettqr  of  the  ISth  of  September, 
IS  1 9,)  that  the  deposites  had  been  withheld  for 
months  before  he  gave  the  advice,  of  the  giving  of 
which  that  withholding  is  afterwards  considered  as 
satisfactory  proof.  Without  weighing  the  ingenious 
suppositious  made  under  oath,  founded  upon  a paper 
not  proved  to  have  been  seen  by  the  receiver,  differing 
from  his  official  directions,  and  yet  probably  influen- 
cing him  to  do  what  he  did  not  do,  withhold  the  de- 
posites, it  will  be  sufficiently  apparent  that  a letter 
of  the  20th  of  April,  1S20,  could  not  be  the  cause  of 
deposites  made  in  December,  1819,  and  January  and 
February,  IS 20:  in  all  which  months,  notwithstanding 
the  advice  .Mr.  Edwards  has  sworn  he  gave  the  receiv- 
er, deposites  were  made  by  that  officer,  as  appears  by 
his  accounts  in  the  hands  of  the  committee,  among 
the  documents  accompanying  the  secretary’s  commu- 
nication. The  letter  of  the  20th  of  April  is  written, 
as  appears  on  the  face  of  it,  in  consequence  of  the 
deposites  of  public  money  having  been  partially  made. 
In  the  receiver’s  office  at  Edwardsville,  has  been 
found  no  letter  answering  the  description  of  Mr.  Ed- 
wards, in  his  testimony  in  1323,  or  which  could  have 
been  an  answer  to  the  paper  of  which  the  copy  is  now 
produced.  Mr.  Edwards  has  stated  that  he  searched 
the  office  with  the  special  object  of  discovering  such 
a document,  and  that,  except  what  he  has  produced, 
none  such  is  to  be  found. 

It  i=,  therefore,  respectfully  submitted — 

That  the  paper,  in  the  hand  writing  of  Mr.  Ed- 
wards, found  on  the  files  of  official  letters  appertain- 
ing to,  and  note  in,  the  receiver’s  office,  is  evidence 
only  that  Mr.  Edwards  wrote  such  a letter. 

That  it  is  not  official,  although  filed  in  the  hand 
writing  of  the  receiver;  as  it  is  not  in  his  hand  writ- 
ing, nor  in  that  of  any  person  employed  in  his  office, 
and  is  not  recorded  in  his  letter  book. 

That  there  is  no  evidence  that  the  receiver  ever 
carried, »or  sent  a copy  of  it  from  his  office: 

That  such  letter  has  never  been  received  at  the 
treasury  department;  that  no  answer  is  in  the  trea- 
sury department,  or  receiver’s  office  at  Edwardsville, 
or  was  ever  written  to  such  letter. 

Mr.  Edwards  having  declared,  in  his  last  address 
to  the  committee,  delivered  on  the  19th  of  June,  that 
ke  had  made  no  charge  against  the  secretary,  of  sup- 
pressing the  alleged  correspondence  with  Mr.  Ste- 
phenson, to  which  his  oath  of  1823  refers,  it  might 
appear  superfluous  to  trouble  the  committee  with 
these  remarks.  But,  on  the  very  day  that  ?*Ir.  Ed- 
wards presented  this  disclaimer,  the  alteration  in  his 
testimony,  heretofore  mentioned,  was  made;  and 
made,  too,  after  the  disclaimer  was  prepared  and 
delivered.  The  conviction,  therefore,  is,  that  Mr. 
Edwards  seeks  to  leave  the  stain  of  this  charge  on  the 
secretary,  while  he  intends  to  avoid,  if  he  can,  the  re- 
sponsibility vt  having  made  it,  and  seeks  to  procure 
for  his  own  testimony,  which  is  the  only  testimony  in 
support  of  it.  a degree  of  respect  to  which  it  is  not 
entitled.  With  thi3  view  of  his  intention,  it  will  not 
be  deemed  improper  to  examine  what  has  been  said 
and  attempted  by  Mr.  Edwards  on  the  subject.  | 
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In  1823,  Mr.  Edwards  declared,  on  oath,  ro  the 
committee  of  congress,  that  be  was  very  much  sur- 
prised, that  this  correspondence,  (meaning  the  al- 
leged letter  of  Mr.  Stephenson,  of  1 2th  October,  and 
the  alleged  answer),  was  not  communicated  by  the 
secretary,  under  resolutions  of  the  house  of  repre- 
sentatives, of  the  9th  January  and  12th  March,  1822, 
calling  for  certain  correspondence  between  the  trea- 
sury department  and  sundry  banks. 

In  his  address  to  the  house,  of  the  6th  of  April  last, 
he  says:  “Believing,  as  I call  my  God  • o witness  I sin- 
cerely and  confidently  do,  that  Mr.  Crawford  did  re- 
ceive the  letter  mentioned  in  the  above  report,  and 
that  it  is  noAV  in  his  possession,  or  has  been  purposely 
destroyed.”  In  the  same  address,  he  infei'3  that,  if 
this  letter  was  not  answered,  Mr.  Crawford  being, 
for  some  cause  or  other,  unwilling  to  r eknowledge 
the  receipt  of  it,  “contrived  to  give  the  directions  (to 
continue  the  deposices)  under  some  other  form  or 
pretext  than  that  of  a direct  answer  to  it.” 

In  his  replication,  presented  to  the  committee 
since  the  adjournment  of  congress,  whole  pages  are 
occupied  by  an  argument  to  show  that  the  alleged 
letter  of  the  12th  October  was  sent,  was  received  and 
was  answered.  All  the  officers  in  the  secretary’s 
office  were  called,  as  witnesses,  to  prove  that  the  let- 
ter had  been  received  in  1819,  or  had  been  found 
since  the  secretary’s  report,  of  22d  March,  1S24;  and 
that  the  secretary  had  purposely  delayed  making  that 
report  until  Mr.  Edwards  was  about  to  leave  Wash- 
ington. In  all  of  which,  the  testimony  adduced  was 
conclusive,  that  neither  the  charge  itself,  nor  either 
of  the  incidents  alleged  in  aggravation  of  it  by  Mr. 
Edwards,  was  true. 

Mr.  Edwards  argues,  too,  in  ids  replication,  that 
the  Edwardsville  receiver’s  letter  ought,  according 
to  Mr.  Crawford’s  own  view  of  the  subject,  to  have 
been  communicated  to  the  house  of  representatives, 
under  the  beforementioned  resolutions,  because  one 
other  receiver’s  letter,  (the  receiver  at  St.  Louis), 

had  been  communicated  with  his  report  of  the , 

omitting  to  remember  that  this  was  communicated 
under  a call  requiring  all  the  correspondence  in  re- 
lation to  the  bank  of  Missouri,  which  made  it  his  duty 
to  transmit  all  letters  respecting  that  bank,  from 
whomsoever  received. 

In  his  testimony,  now  taken  before  the  committee, 
Mr.  Edwards  declares  he  believes  that,  in  1819,  the 
secretary  might  have  conceived  the  idea  of  conceal- 
ing the  letter  of  Mr.  Stephenson,  if  it  had  been  re- 
ceived. to  screen  himself  from  responsibility,  if  the 
bank  of  Edwardsville  afterwards  faiied,  an  event 
which,  although  he  did  not  anticipate,  he  might  have 
apprehended.  In  the  same  testimony,  when  com- 
pelled to  admit  that  a letter  could  not  have  arrived, 
by  mail,  from  the  Kith  October  to  the  1st  of  Novem- 
ber, 1819,  he  added,  to  that  omission,  an  insinuation, 
on  oath,  that  the  letter  of  the  secretary  was  antedated, 
or  retained,  until  the  arrival  of  the  alleged  letter  of 
the  12th  (October,  1819.  After  the  testimony  of  Mr. 
Sweeny  was  given,  instead  of  disavowing  this  insinu- 
ation, he  was  silent,  and,  three  days  afterwards, 
adds  to  that  part  of  his  testimony  that  from  which  it 
might  be  inferred  that  the  letter  of  the  12th  Octo- 
ber was  sent,  by  private  conveyance,  to  Louisville, 
and  thence,  by  mail,  to  Washington. 

All  these  declarations,  and  the  publication  of  Mr. 
Edwards,  at  Louisville,  in  which  he  asserts  that  he 
has  the  most  irresistible  proof  that  the  receiver  at 
Edwardsville  did  write  tbc  letter  mentioned  in  his 
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examination,  and  that  Mr.  Cranford  did  write  a letter 
to  the  receiver,  directing  him  to  continue  the  depo- 
sites  in  the  Bank  of  Edwardsville,  make  it  necessary 
that.  it  should  be  distinctly  brought  before  the  com- 
mittee. That  Mr.  Edwards,  in  different  parts  of  his 
testimony,  contradicts  himself;  that  his  testimony  of 
1823  does  not  agree  with  his  testimony  taken  before 
the  present  committee;  that  liis  statements,  in  his  ad- 
dresses to  the  house,  and  in  his  addresses  to  the  com- 
mittee, are  contradictory  to  each  other;  that  his  state- 
ments, no  v given  on  oath,  shew  that  the  impressions 
which  his  addresses  were  intended  to  make,  were  as 
he  knew,  unfounded;  that  he  voluntarily  declared,  in 
the  most  emphatic  manner,  to  different  persons,  that 
he  was  not  the  author  of  various  publications  against 
the  secretary,  which  he  now  acknowledges  to  have 
written;  and,  final  y.  that  he  was,  as  admitted  by  him- 
self, a party  to  a material  alteration  in  a paper,  pro- 
duced by  himself,  purporting  to  be  a copy  of  a paper 
appertaining  to,  and  now  in,  the  receiver’s  office  at 
Ed  wards  vilfe;  an  alteration,  the  obvious  effect  of 
which  was  to  deceive  the  committee  and  the  public, 
as.',to  the  character  of  the  original,  from  which  the  co- 
py was  taken. 

* It  is,  therefore,  respectfully  submitted,  that  nothing 
affecting  the  secretary,  and  depending  upon  the  oath 
of  Mr.  Edwards,  can  be  taken  as  proved. 

The  following  is  the  testimony  of  Mr.  Noble,  of  the 
senate,  referred  to  in  Mr.  Edwards’s  note  to  Mr. 
Floyd,  which  follows  it: 

James  Xoble,  of  the  senate , swern,  on  the  part  of  Mr. 

Cranford. 

Q.  Have  you  had  any  conversation  with  governor 
Edwards  concerning  Mr.  Crawford’s  management  of 
the  western  banks,  and  concerning  his  authorship  of 
the  A.  B.  letters? 

A.  I have;  and  it  was  introduced  by  himself. 

Q.  State  that  conversation,  with  the  time  and  cir- 
cumstances. 

A.  The  precise  day  I cannot  recollect,  it  was  pend- 
ing his  nomination  made  by  the  president  of  the 
United  States  to  the  senate,  as  minister  to  Mexico; 
and  it  was  after  the  21st  or  22d  of  February  last,  i 
make  this  statement,  from  the  fact,  that  on  the  2 1st  or 
22d  of  February,  I went  to  Mrs.  Queen]s  to  board, 
where  governor  Edwards  resided,  and  this  conversa- 
tion was  after  I went  there.  lie  stated  that  he  was 
about  to  be  attacked  in  the  senate  of  the  United 
States  for  the  purpose  of  defeating  his  nomination; 
that  party  and  political  spirit  was  now  high;  that  he 
understood  that  charges  would  be  exhibited  against 
him,  and  that  it  had  been  so  declared  in  the  senate 
chamber.  I remarked  to  governor  Edwards,  that  he 
well  knew,  according  to  the  rule  of  that  body,  while 
on  executive  business,  secrecy  was  required;  that  I 
was  not  at  liberty  to  mention  any  occurrence,  or  the 
remark  of  a single  member,  excepting  so  far  as  re- 
lated to  myself;  that  I was  not  governed  by  party 
or  political  feelings  or  motives;  that  I adhered  to  the 
expression  made  use  of  by  Jefferson — and  the  only  in- 
quiry with  me  was — Is  he  capable  and  is  he  honest? 
Governor  Edwards  then  remarked,  that,  although 
secrecy  was  required  in  that  body,  yet  he  was  in- 
formed, almost  every  day,  of  the  transactions  and  re- 
marks of  individuals  when  his  nomination  was  called 
up;  and  he  added,  “Noble,  I shall  not  forget  you.” 

I then  replied,  thatldid  not  understand  his  meaning. 
He  said  it  was  unimportant — he  wa$  satisfied  I was 
not  governed  by  the  party  feelings  which  were  then 
prevailing.  It  was  on  the  day,  in  the  evening  of 
which  'his  conversation  took  place,  that  Iliad  moved 
to  take  up  his  nomination  in  the  senate.  This  must 
have  been  his  meaning,  when  he  said  he  would  not 
forget  me;  for  he  explained  it  the  next  day,  and  said 
he  had  heard  that  I done  so.  Mr.  E.  farther  remark- 
ed, that  he  knew  me  to  be  the  decisive  friend  of  Wm. 


II.  Crawford;  and,  said  he,  I am  considered  as  being 
his  bitter  enemy — and  I am  charged  with  being  the 
author  of  the  numbers  signed  A B.  but,  (raising  his 
hand),  I pledge  you  my  honor,  I am  not  the  author  nor 
do  I know  who  the  author  is.  Crawford  and  I,  said 
Mr.  Edwards,  have  had  a little  difference,  but  I have 
always  considered  him  a high-minded,  honorable  and 
vigilant  officer  of  the  government;  he  has  been  abus- 
I ed  about  the  western  banks  and  the  unavailable  funds; 
! (leaning  forward  and  extending  his  hand),  he  added, 
No-w,  d — n it,  you  know  we  both  live  in  states  where 
there  are  many  poor  debtors  to  the  government  for 
lands,  together  with  a deranged  currency.  The 
notes  on  various  banks  being  depreciated,  after  the 
effect  and  operation  of  the  war  in  that  portion  of  the 
! union,  and  the  banks,  by  attempting  to  call  in  their 
; paper,  having  exhausted  their  specie,  the  notes  that 
i were  then  in  circulation  became  of  little  or  no  value. 

! Many  men  of  influence  in  that  country,  said  he,  have 
united  to  induce  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  to  se- 
! lect  certain  banks  as  banks  of  deposite,  and  to  take 
I the  notes  of  certain  banks  in  payment  for  public 
lands.  Had  he  not  done  so,  (meaning  Mr.  Crawford), 
many  of  our  inhabitants  would  have  been  turned  out 
of  doors  and  lost  their  lands;  and  the  people  of  that 
country  would  have  had  as  universal  disgust  against 
Mr.  Crawford;  and  I will  venture  to  say,  said  Mr. 
Edwards*  notwithstanding!  am  considered  his  enemy, 
that  no  man  in  this  government  could  have  conduct- 
ed the  fiscal  and  financial  concerns  of  the  govern- 
ment with  more  integrity  and  propriety  than  Mr. 
Crawford  did.  I farther  remarked  to  governor  Ed- 
wards,  in  speaking  of  his  nomination,  that,  inasmuch 
as  he  was  nominated  by  the  president,  unless  some 
charge  was  brought  against  him,  I had  already  evinc- 
ed in  the  senate  my  disposition  to  vote  for  the  confir- 
mation of  his  nomination,  without  any  previous  con- 
sultation-with  him;  but  added,  if  I had  had  the  power 
of  making  the  nomination,  I would  not  have  nomi- 
nated him;  and,  as  an  evidence  of  it,  I had  written  a 
letter  to  Mr.  Monroe,  urging  the  nomination  of  Wm. 
Henry  Harrison,  and  with  that  letter  I had  enclosed 
the  unanimous  recommendation  of  the  members  of 
the  legislature  of  Indiana  in  favor  of  general  Harri- 
son. 

Question  by  Mr.  Cool:.  When  governor  Edwards 
mentioned  to  you  that  he  received  information  of 
what  the  senate  was  doing,  did  he  not  at  the  same 
time  observe  that  he  was  a member  of  the  senate,  and 
had  a right  to  know  what  they  were  doing  as  much  as 
any  other  member? 

A.  If  he  made  that  observation,  I do  not  recollect 
it.  lie  might  have  done  so. 

Q.  When  you  had  this  conversation  with  him,  had 
not  the  Richmond  Enquirer  on  that,  or  some  day  not 
long  before,  been  received  in  this  city,  containing  an 
allegation  that  Mr.  Edwards,  “the  author  of  the  A.  B. 
plot,”  had  been  nominated  as  minister  to  Mexico? 
and  can  you  say  positively  that  the  denial  of  the  au- 
thorship on  the  pari  of  Mr.  Edwards  did  not  relate 
to  the  plot  instead  of  the  writings  tliemselves  under 
that  signature?  and  did  not  the  conversation  grow 
out  of  that  publication? 

A.  I saw  an  article  in  the  Richmond  Enquirer, 
stating  that  Ninian  Edwards,  the  “author  of  A.  B.”or 
of  “A.  B.  plot  memory,”  I don’t  recollect  which),  had 
been  so  nominated.  The  paper  I saw  at*the  board- 
ing house  of  Mrs.  Queen,  and  I think  in  the  hands  of 
Mr.  Elkins;  whether  it  was  before  the  conversation 
with  governor  Edwards,  or  afterwards,  I no  not  dis- 
tinctly recollect.  I am  inclined  to  think  it  was  after 
the  conversation;  but  I am  very  well  satisfied,  that, 
in  the  conversation  with  governor  Edwards,  when  he 
declared  himself  not  to  be  the  author  cf  A.  B.  and 
pledged  his  honor  to  the  declaration,  that  I under- 
stood him  to  have  an  explicit  reference  to  the  num- 
bers signed  A.  B.  which  appeared  in  the  W ashington 
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.Republican;  and  I so  understood  him,  because  he  bad 
reference  to  the  reports  of  the  two  committees  who 
examined  into  that  subject  at  the  previous  session  of 
congress.  No  allusion  whatever  was  made  in  this 
conversation  to  the  article  in  the  Richmond  Enquirer. 

Q.  In  the  course  of  the  conversation,  was  refer- 
ence made  to  any  particular  numbers  of  the  publica- 
tions signed  A.  13. 

A.  There  was  not. 

Q.  When  did  you  first  mention  the  conversation 
you  have  now  repeated  as  having  passed  between 
yourself  and  governor  Edwards?  anti  to  whom? 

A.  According  to  the  best  of  my  recollection,  I 
never  repeated  it  to  any  person  until  the  evening  of 
the  day  that  I was  informed  that  governor  Edwards’s 
address  was  presented  to  the  house  of  representa- 
tives; on  that  evening,  in  conversation  with  several 
of  the  members  of  the  house,  amongst  whom  were 
Mr.  Reed  and  Mr.  Nelson — some  of  whom  said  that 
governor  Edwards  had  avowed  himself  to  be  the  au- 
thor of  A.  B.  and  others  said  that  he  had  not  done  so, 

I remarked  that  they  must  have  misunderstood  the 
address,  for  governor  Edwards  had  pledged  his  honor 
to  me  that  he  was  not  the  author  of  A.  B. — in  the 
Same  evening  I made  the  same  remark  to  Mr.  Elkins. 

Q.  Did  you  mention  the  subject  to  any  member  of 
the  senate? 

A.  Not  while  his  nomination  was  pending  nor  be- 
fore his  address  appeared — afterwards  I spoke  of  it, 
without  reserve. 

Q.  1 perceive  from  the  Richmond  Enquirer  that  a 
letter,  purporting  to  have  been  written  in  the  senate 
chamber,  and  dated  April  26,  1824,  states,  that  “Mr. 
Ninian  Edwards  declared  to  Mr.  Noble,  senator  from 
Indiana,  that  he  was  not  the  author  of  the  A.  B.  publi- 
cation— he  did  this  pending  his  nomination  as  minis- 
ter to  Mexico;  in  consequence  of  this  declaration  Mr. 
Noble  stated  that  he  voted  for  him” — did  you  make 
any  such  communication  to  any  member  of  the 
senate. 

[Mr.  Forsyth  objected  to  this  question — and  the 
committee  decided  the  question  to  he  improper]. 

Q.  Did  you  ever  have  any  conversation  with  colo- 
nel Benton,  of  the  senate,  on  the  subject  of  your  con- 
versation with  Mr.  Edwards? 

A.  Yes. 

Q.  In  the  conversation  you  had  with  Mr.  Edwards, 
did  he  speak  of  the  original  plan  adopted  by  the  se- 
cretary of  the  treasury  for  the  relief  of  the  people  of 
"he  west,  or  did  he  speak  of  the  manner  in  which  that 
plan  was  executed? 

A.  He  spoke  of  the  conduct  of  the  secretary  of  the 
treasury  generally. 

A.  Did  you  understand  the  conversation  you  have 
mentioned,  as  intended  to  affect  your  vote  on  the  then 
pending  nomination? 

A.  I did  not  suppose  that  that  was  its  design,  nor 
had  it  any  such  effect  upon  myself.  I considered  him 
as  speaking  as  an  honest  man.  If  he  had  told  me  he 
was  the  author  of  the  A.  B.  it  would  not,  in  my  opi- 
nion, have  had  the  least  weight  with  me  whatever  in 
relation  to  my  vote — for  I considered  that  matter  as 
done  with,  and  I had  already  taken  an  active  part  for 
him  in  the  senate. 

Question  by  Mr.  Forsyth.  What  do  you  now  under- 
stand as  having  been  the  effect  intended  to  have  been 
produced  by  that  conversation? 

A.  Governor  Edwards  having  pledged  his  word 
and  honor  to  me,  unsought  for,  that  he  was  not  the  au- 
thor of  A.  B.  and,  having  expressed  his  opinion  of 
the  integrity  and  vigilance  of  the  secretary  of  the 
treasury,  and  mentioned  that  he  expected  an  attack 
in  the  senate,  as  I now  suppose  from  the  friends  of 
Mr.  Crawford,  I considered  him  as  having  expected 
that  I would  take  this  information  that  he  gave  me  in- 
to that  body,  and  it  would  be  tne  means  of  securing 
he  confirmation  of  hi-  nomination- 


Question  by  Mr  Cook.  Did  governor  Edwards  re- 
quest you  to  mention  what  he  had  said  to  any  mem- 
bers of  the  senate,  or  did  he  afterwards  inquire 
whether  you  had  done  so? 

A.  lie  did  not 

Q.  Did  you  in  the  conversation  with  Mr.  Edwards 
signify  to  him  that  his  being  or  not  being  the  author  of 
A.  B.  would  have  no  influence  on  your  vote? 

' A.  I did  not.  JAMES  NOBLE. 

lion.  John  Fi.oyd,  chairman , S;c. 

Unprepared,  at  present,  to  defend  myself  against 
the  testimony  of  the  hon.  Mr.  Noble,  by  which  lhave 
been  perfectly  surprised,  I have  been  compelled  to 
look  to  a future  period  for  that  purpose.  Lest,  how- 
ever, some  erroneous  inferences  to  my  prejudice  may 
be  drawn  from  the  want  of  a formal  defence  on  this 
subject  before  the  committee,  I do  most  solemnly  de- 
clare, before  God  and  my  country,  that,  in  the  con- 
versation which  Mr.  Noble  states  to  have  passed  be- 
tween him  and  myself,  whensoever  or  wheresover 
any  part  of  it  may  have  happened,  he  must,  at  least, 
have  greatly  misunderstood  me,  both  in  regard  to  the 
A.  B.  publications,  and  to  Mr.  Crawford;  and  that,  if 
the  conversation  alluded  to,  or  any  part  of  it,  hap* 
pened,  as  he  says  it  did,  in  his  own  room,  it  must  have 
been  after  my  nomination  was  confirmed  by  the  ser 
nate. 

It  will  be  recollected  that  Mr.  Noble,  disclaiming 
all  party  considerations,  had  professed  to  be  my  friend, 
and  had  taken  “an  active  part”  in  favor  of  the  con- 
firmation of  my  nomination ; of  which  he  proves,  I 
was  well  apprized.  It  would,  therefore,  have  been 
most  extraordinary,  that  I should  have  thought  it  ne- 
cessary to  have  made  such  statements  to  him,  by 
which  nothing  was  to  be  gained,  and  that  I should 
have  totally  forborne  to  make  them  to  any  other  sena- 
tor. 

Nor  can  it  be  considered  less  strange,  if  those  state- 
ments were  made  to  him  during  the  pendency  of  my 
nomination,  that  he,  with  all  his  zeal  in  my  favor,  and 
acting  in  direct  opposition  to  the  wishes  of  his  politi- 
cal friends,  should  never,  either  with  a view  to  aid 
me,  or  to  justify  himself,  have  given  the  slightest  in- 
timation of  such  conversation  as  he  represents  to  have 
passed  between  us,  to  any  one  of  those  gentlemen 
whom  it  was  calculated  to  conciliate,  and  from  whom 
opposition  was  expected. 

As  to  the  conversations  he  mentions  in  regard  to 
Mr.  Crawford,  it  alludes  to  some  facts  which  happen- 
ed before  I became  a member  of  congress,  and  of 
which  I had  no  knowledge  until  since  the  commence- 
ment of  the  present  controversy. 

The  very  professions  of  gratitude  which  he  says  I 
made  to  him,  would  apply  with  much  more  force  and 
propriety  to  a period  after,  than  before,  the  confirma- 
tion of  my  nomination;  and,  from  the  nature  of  the 
case,  they  would  seem  to  have  been  predicated  upon 
a disinterestedness  on  his  part,  which  was  the  more 
highly  appreciated,  because  it  overlooked  the  circum- 
stances of  his  friendship  and  my  hostility  to  Mr. 
Crawford,  which  is  at  war  with  the  whole  statement 
he  has  made  concerning  my  opinion  of  the  conduct 
of  that  gentleman. 

That  Mr.  Noble  may  have  misunderstood  me,  I will 
not  attempt  to  gainsay.  But,  as  I hope  for  future  hap- 
piness, I never  did  intend  to  have  expressed  myself 
to  him,  or  any  other  person,  so  as  to  have  conveyed 
the  opinions  and  sentiments  which  he  has  imputed  to 
me;  nor  can  I account,  by  uny  thing  within  my  ow;n 
knowledge,  for  such  great  misapprehensions. 

My  object,  however,  is  not  now  to  present  an  argu- 
ment upon  the  case,  but  simply  to  request  the  com- 
mittee to  accept  of  this  as  my  denial  of  Mr.  Noble’s 
testimony,  and  to  have  it  printed  with  my  other  com- 
i munications  to  the  committee. 

1 June  21,  1924.  NINIAN  EDWARDS. 
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EDITORIAL  ARTICLES,  &C. 

ICjF’The  editors  of  the  “Georgia  Journal,”  whose 
names  I forget,  but  who  are  probably  a couple  of 
youths  with  more  zeal  than  discretion,  made  a vio- 
lent assault  upon  me,  “Hezekiah  Niles,”  as  they  were 
pleased  to  print  my  name,  in  their  paper  of  the 
18th  of  May,  which  I cut  out  and  laid  aside  to  be 
read  at  leisure — but  the  manner  and  matter  of  the 
piece  would  have  forever  prevented  any  notice  of  it 
in  this  paper,  unless  for  another  article  in  the  “Jour- 
nal” of  the  29th  ultimo. 

* In  the  first,  the  editors  of  the  Georgia  paper  spoke 
about  things  that  they  knew  nothing  of,  and  were 
quite  angry  with  me  because  that,  in  their  opinion,  I 
had  suggested  the  idea  of  a want  of  sincerity  in  Mr. 
George  Canning — a man  that  has  been  before  the 
public  for  twenty  and  more  years  past,  and  who  was 
never  suspected  of  possessing  it,  being  a “joker  of 
jokes,”  as  may  be  seen  by  his  correspondence  with 
our  ministers  at  London,  sixteen  or  eighteen  years 
ago.  But  this  is  nothing.  They  say  the  “Register”  is 
a “popular  work” — that  “it  has  had  a mighty  influence 
in  this  country” — but  that  “the  days  of  its  glory  are 
departed,”  because  of  my  opinions  on  the  tariff  bill. 
Let  this  rest  as  it  may.  The  editors  of  the  “Journal” 
can  neither  give  nor  take  away  any  merit  that  this 
'publication  has  had  or  has. 

In  their  paper  of  the  29th  ultimo,  however,  they 
appear  quite  willing  that  this  “ popular  work ,”  which 
‘■'•has  had  such  a mighty  influence ,”  should  be  lugged-in 
to  bolster  themselves  against  the  charges  of  some 
other  editor.  They  say — 

“A  newspaper  in  a neighboring  state,  charges  us 
with  maligning  gen.  Jackson,  because  we  spoke  of 
his  disposition  to  cut  off  the  ears  of  members  of  con- 
gress. This  editor  insinuates  that,  we  have  stated 
what  we  knew  to  be  untrue.  We  would  have  him  to 
understand  that  we  are  not  wont  to  make  charges 
against  any  one  without  looking  into  the  grounds  of 
them.  In  the  case  before  us  we  will  give  our  authority; 
though,  by  so  doing,  we  by  no  means  admit  that  there 
is  any  obligation  on  us  to  enlighten  every  ignoramus 
who  may  attempt  to  controvert  our  statements  of 
facts. 

“We  call  the  attention  of  our  antagonist  to  the  fol- 
lowing extract  from  Niles’  Weekly  Register,  April 
3,  1819—vol.  16,  page  99: 

“ ‘The  personal  invectives  indulged  in,  in  the  stric- 
tures, correspond  entirely  with  his,  [gen  J’s],  previ- 
ous observations  in  the  puplic  taverns  and  bail  rooms 
of  Washington — for  it  is  a fact  notorious,  and  cannot 
be  denied,  that,  on  these  occasions,  he  was  vociferous 
in  his  imprecations,  and  violent  in  his  threats,  of  per- 
sonal vengeance,  even  to  cutting  off  the  ears  of  some  of 
the  members  of  the  select  committee,  and  while  this  subject 
was  before  the  senate;  and  some  members  of  the 
house  of  representatives,  who  dared  to  animadvert 
upon  his  conduct,  or  even  to  doubt  his  infallibility, 
were  menaced  in  nearly  a similar  manner.’  ” 

“On  whom  does  the  charge  of  misrepresentation 
now  rest?  Our  very  amiable,  intelligent  and  tempe- 
rate friend  and  brother,  will,  no  doubt,  when  he  sees 
this  extract,  make  a prodigious  noise.  In  that  event, 
we  have  only  to  say  to  him,  as  was  said  on  another 
occasion,  that  Ave  care  not  how  much  noise  he  makes, 
but  we  do  most  solemnly  protest  against  his  indulging 
the  supposition  that  either  we  or  the  world  takes  his 
voice  for  thunder.” 

|CJ*Now,  every  person  who  does  not  know  that  I 
gave  my  feeble  aid  to  support  the  “Man  of  Orleans” 
against  what  I then  thought,  and  still  believe  was,  a 
persecution  of  him  in  1819,  would  necessarily  suppose 
that  the  matter  quoted  was  the  product  of  my  pen. 
By  such  it  cannot  be  otherwise  esteemed,  it  is  true, 
that  the  language  is  found  in  the  volume  and  page  of 
the  “Register”  referred  to— but  it  was  Abner  Lacock, 
not  “Hezekiah  Niles,”  who  used  it;  and  every  body 


recollects  Mr.  Lacock’s  famous  report  to  the  senate 
when  things  were  so  conditioned  that  it  was  impossi- 
ble to  act  upon  it,  even  so  far  as  to  give  it  a coup  de 
grace  before  the  rising  of  congress,  and  it  died  of  it- 
self: but  the  preceding  extract  is  taken  from  a letter 
of  that  gentleman  to  the  editors  of  the  “National  In- 
telligencer,” in  reply  to  certain  strictures  on  the  re- 
port, which  had  appeared  in  that  paper. 

This,  1 believe,  is  the  first  time  that  I have  noticed 
the  “Georgia  Journal,”  though  there  often  was  seem- 
ing cause  for  it,  and  it  must  be  the  last.  I'he  authors 
of  a misrepresentation,  like  that  now  before  me,  can- 
not be  otherwise  treated  than  with  silent  contempt; 
and,  indeed,  if  general  Jackson  were  not  a candidate 
for  the  presidency,  the  matter  should  not  have  been 
referred  to  at  ail. 

The  minister's  of  the  United  States  to  Colombia,, 
Buenos  Ayres  and  Chili,  have  all  been  received  in  the 
most  flattering  manner,  and  the  governments  of  each 
have  appointed  ministers  of  the  same  grade  to  reside 
in  the  United  States. 

“Legitimacy”  in  its  purity / The  Lisbon  Gazette 
of  May  31,  contains  letters  from  the  Spanish  and  Aus- 
trian ambassadors,  the  charge  d’affaires  of  Denmark 
and  Russia,  and  from  the  pope’s  nuncio,  x>  the  secreta- 
ry of  foreign  affairs,  acknowledging  the  receipt  of  a 
circular  from  him,  communicating  the  thanks  of  the 
king  of  Portugal  for  the  conduct  of  the  diplomatic 
corps  during  the  commotions  of  the  30th  April.  The 
Russian  charge  d’affairs  says,  that  “the  diplomatic 
corps  only  performed  their  duty  in  endeavoring  t© 
preserve  the  sacred  rights  of  the  throne — rights  emanating 
only  from  God , cannot  be  violated  without  drawing  upon 
those  who  attack  them,  the  resentment  and  vengeance  of  all 
the  sovereigns  of  Europe .” 

jCjPHow  long  is  it  that  man  will  be  insulted  by 
such  like  cant  as  this — and  fellow-worms,  that  die 
and  rot  as  asses  and  monkeys  do,  assume  a divine  prin- 
ciple of  superiority  over  persons  as  properly  and  per- 
fectly created  as  they  themselves  are?- — Indeed,  most 
people  are  better  made  than,  kings,  princes  and  he- 
reditary priests — for  they  appear  to  be  the  work  of 
“nature’s  journeymen,”  being  commonly  natural  fools 
or  madmen,  and  possessed  of  less  mind  than  the 
humblest  of  those  subjected  to  their  domination. 

La  Fayette.  At  a general  meeting  cf  the  New 
York  state  society  of  the  Cincinnati,  on  the  5th  inst. 
the  following  preamble  and  resolution  were  unani- 
mously passed: — 

“Whereas,  the  congress  of  the  United  States,  in 
accordance  with  the  sentiments  of  the  nation,  have 
invited  general  La  Fayette  to  visit  the  United  States^ 
and  it  having  been  represented  that  the  general  has 
accepted  the  invitation,  and  will  shortly  visit  this  city, 
the  members  of  the  New  York  State  Society  of  the 
Cincinnati,  his  associates  in  arms,  the  witnesses  of 
the  distinguished  and  valuable  services  rendered  to 
this  country  by  general  La  Fayette,  during  that  ar- 
duous struggle  which  terminated  in  the  independence 
of  the  United  States,  are  desirous  to  render  him  the 
highest  honors — therefore, 

Resolved,  That  gen.  Morgan  Lewis,  general  Philip 
Van  Courtlandt,  col.  John  Trumbull,  col.  Marinus 
Willet,  and  col.  Nicholas  Fish,  be  a committee  to 
wait  upon  general  La  Fayette  upon  his  arrival,  to  as- 
sure him  of  the  respect  and  esteem  which  is  enter- 
tained for  him  by  the  members  of  this  society,  and  to 
introduce  him  to  the  society,  and  generally  to  adopt 
such  measures  as,  in  the  opinion  of  the  committee, 
may  conduce  to  his  distinguished  reception,  and  ren- 
der his  visit  to  this  country  satisfactory. 

gCjPThe  name  of  La  Fayette  is  to  be  found  in  most 
of  the  sets  of  toasts  drank  at  the  last  anniversary.  It 
is  understood  that  he  will  soon  pay  us  a visit.  With 


NILES*  REGISTER— JULY  17,  1824— MISCELLANEOUS.  M'j 


■what  sensations  will  lie  pass  through  a country  teem- 
ing with  freemen,  which,  when  comparatively  a wil- 
derness, he  so  nobly  contended  that  it  might  become 
what  it  is,  the  asylum  of  oppressed  humanity!  With 
what  feelings  will  he  put  forth  his  hand  to  clasp  the 
hand  of  the  friend  of  his  youth  and  fellow-laborer 
in  the  great  cause  of  mankind!  If  he  shall  have 
strength  to  bear  what  the  affections  of  a grateful 
people  will  bestow,  he-  must  and  will  enjoy  a large 
portion  of  that  sort  of  perfect  satisfaction  which  the 
ancients  assigned  to  their  heroes  and  sages  when 
transferred  to  their  Elysium — a foretaste  of  that  bliss 
after  death,  which  follows  a life  devoted  to  good 
works.  The  general  and  his  son,  George  Washing- 
ton Fayette,  were  expected  to  embark  for  the  U.  S. 
about  the  1st  inst. 

Wool.  It  is  stated  in  the  Utica  Sentinel,  that,  dur- 
ing the  four  weeks  prior  to  the  2d  of  July,  50,000 
pounds  of  wool  have  been  purchased  by  the  Oriskany 
manufacturing  company,  in  small  parcels,  from  the 
farmers  in  the  vicinity  of  the  factory. 

Tiie  protective  system.  We  have  lately  heard 
much  said  as  how  Great  Britain  was  relaxing  her 
protective  system,  and  many  proofs  have  been  furnish- 
ed as  to  the  fact,  like  the  following: — it  is  only  about  a 
year  since  that  attention  has  been  paid  to  the  manu- 
facture of  hats  and  bonnets  in  imitation  of  the  Leg- 
horn, but  now  one  house  employs  about  1200  persons 
in  the  business;  and  the  government,  to  shew  its  .dis- 
position to  relax  its  system,  has  just  laid  13  dolls.  33 
cents  per  doz.  on  the  flats  imported.  And  this  duty, 
even  Miss  Woodhouse,  our  countrywoman,  would 
have  to  pay  on  the  products  of  her  taste  and  industry, 
[though  it  is  to  her  that  the  British  are  indebted  for 
their  knowledge  of  this  neat  and  elegant  employment 
for  females],  if  she  should  send  her  manufactures  to 
England,  even  as  presents. 

Jigain — By  an  order  in  council,  a duty  of  3s.  6d. 
per  ton  has  been  laid  upon  French  shipping.  This 
duty  is  imposed  under  the  reciprocity  act , to  place  the 
trade  of  the  two  countries  upon  an  equal  footing. 
English  vessels,  ir.  French  ports,  having  long  paid  a 
similar  duty. 

South  American  independence.  The  N.  Y.  Gazette 
remarks,  that  some  of  the  London  journals  received 
by  the  last  arrivals,  are  discussing  the  subject  of  the 
rocognition  of  the  independence  of  the  South  Ame- 
rican provinces.  One  great  reason  for  the  desire 
which  most  of  the  people  of  Great  Britain  have  evinc- 
ed for  their  recognition,  is  undoubtedly  the  impor- 
tance of  the  extensive  trade  w hich  would  be  opened 
with  those  countries.  On  this  subject,  a London  pa- 
per of  the  first  of  June,  holds  the  following  language: 

“No  event,  in  the  new  world,  since  its  first  disco- 
very, is  iso  important  as  the  prospect  of  its  being 
speedily  opened  to  European  commerce,  on  princi- 
ples of  free  trade  and  reciprocal  advantages.  To 
Great  Britain,  under  any  circumstances,  this  must  be 
a highly  desirable  object;  and  although  delicacy  to- 
wards the  European  powers  may  delay  the  formal 
recognition  of  the  independence  of  the  new  states  of 
South  America,  yet  both  countries  possess  nearly,  if 
not  all  the  advantages  of  that  recognition,  without 
some  inconveniences  which  might  attend  it.  Accord- 
ing to  an  authentic  statement  of  the  extent  of  our  trade 
with  Spanish  America,  it  appears  that,  in  the  years 
1801,  2 and  3,  we  did  not  export  goods  to  the  value 
of  a shilling  to  this  vast  continent;  in  the  year  1821, 
our  exports  to  South  America  were  upwards  of  three 
millions  sterling,  and  last  year  they  amounted  to  the 
enormous  sum  of  5,802,435/.  of  which  the  whole, 
with  the  exception  of  153,666/.  was  of  British  and 
Irish  produce  and  manufacture.” 


Liberty  and  law.  Prosecutions  are  yet  pretty 
common  in  England  against  publishers  and  lenders  of 
the  Age  of  Reason,  and  other  works  of  the  like  charac- 
ter. It  is  very  possible  that  these  proceedings  have 
their  origin,  in  seme  cases,  in  the  secret  opei  ations  of 
the  persons  prosecuted,  that  they  may  make  sales  of 
their  stock!—  for  the  fact  is,  that  each  act  of  this  sort 
has  a direct  and  powerful  te  ndency  to  make  many  per- 
sons seek  for  and  obtain  such  books,  who,  otherwise, 
never  would  have  thought  of  them.  This  is  the  dis 
position  c f the  human  heart — it  desires  to  obtain  a 
knowledge  of  any  and  every  thing,  whei  force  is  in- 
terposed to  prevent  ] ersons  from  getting  it.  I ow,  in 
the  United  States,  any  one  may  as  legally  sell  the  Age 
of  Reason  as  a spelling  bock,  but  there  is  a moral 
power  far  beyond  that  of  any  law,  which  restrains  all; 
and  the  sales  of  such  publications,  in  the  whole  of  this 
republic,  are  probably  less  ir.  amount  in  a year,  than 
in  London  alone  in  a week:  but  if  the  law  were  to 
interfere  to  prevent  their  sale  with  us,  tens  of  thou- 
sands would  be  immediately  printed  and  dispersed 
among  the  people,  the  ugh  now  we  might  apply  at 
twenty  bookstores  and  not  find  a single  copy  of  them. 
Such  is  the  difference  between  liberty  and  law'.  Too 
lnuchugovernmcnt  is  far  worse  than  too  little.  The 
people  of  every  country  are  disposed  to  dc  hat  is 
right,  and  will  do  it,  if  left  to  the  management  of 
their  own  affairs, 

Newspapers.  The  Baltimore  Morning  Chronicle, 
edited  by  Paul  Allen,  esq.  has  passed  into  the  hands 
of  col.  William  Fechin,  a veteran  editor,  and  former* 
ly  proprietor  of  the  Baltimore  “American:”  Mr.  Al- 
len proposes  to  publish  a new  paper,  to  be  called  the 
“Morning  Post.” 

The  “Washington  Republican”  has  been  transfer- 
red to  the  “National  Journal,”  published  by  Mr.  Peter 
Force,  and  this  paper,  heretofore  issued  semi- week!  v, 
will  hereafter  appear  daily. 

The  anniversary.  The  “Northern  Spectator,'1 
j published  at  Poultney,  Vermont,  has  an  account  of 
j a Yankee  celebration  of  the  4th  of  July,  that  might  well 
| be  imitated  on  many  occasions.  The  new  post  road 
between  two  villages  was  very  bad,  and  about  200 
j men,  armed  with  picks,  spades,  shovels,  &c.  assembled 
early  in  the  morning  to  make  it  good.  By  hard  but 
cheerful  labor,  it  was  handsome] v accomplished  by  4 
o’clock,  when  they  sat  down  and  “partook  of  a plente- 
ous repast,  furnished  by  the  ladies  of  the  neighbor- 
hood, and  drank  the  usual  number  of  toasts  with 
great  glee.  The  two  following  were  among  them — 

Good  roads. — An  emblem  of  industry — a useful 
chart  of  independence,  liberty  and  equality. 

De  Witt  Clinton  and  the  New-Yprk  canals. — While 
the  fame  of  others  shall  be  lugged  to  posterity  on 
men’s  shoulders,  his  shall  go  by  water! 

John  Adams  being  invited  to  attend  a celebration 
of  the  late  anniversary,  declined  what  it  would  have 
been  the  “joy  of  his  heart”  to  have  done,  on  account 
of  his  advanced  age  and  increased  infirmities  of  bo- 
dy. "When  his  note  was  read  to  the  company,  the 
following  toast  was  given — 

“John  Jldams.  Eternity  yet  lingers,  withholding  its 
bright  rewards,  till  Time  shall  complete  his  earthly 
joy  in  the  full  honors  of  his  son.” 

Thompson’s  Island.  The  sanguine  hopes  hitherto 
entertained  of  the  healthiness  of  this  important 
station,  will  probably  be  realized.  As  a key  of  the 
gulf  of  Mexico,  through  which  a vast  amount  of  our 
domestic  commerce  passes,  as  the  only  port  that  we 
have  in  the  south  which  is  accessible  to  the  heaviest 
vessels  of  war,  as  a place  which,  in  Avar  or  in  peace, 
must  be  interesting  as  the  probable  depot  of  a valua- 
ble commerce,  it  Avas  not  surprising  that  its  unheal thi- 
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ness,  last  year,  caused  so  much  regret.  The  report 
of  commodore  Rodgers,  however,  and  of  the  medical 
gentlemen  who  went  out  to  view  the  island,  seems  to 
have  been  founded  on  just  observations  of  its  condi- 
tion— for,  at  this  time,  though  the  yellow  fever  is 
raging  at  Havana,  with,  perhaps,  unprecedented  vio- 
lence, there  is  not  a solitary  case  of  the  disease  on 
this  island,  nor  has  there  been  one  since  September 
last;  and  it  is  now  agreed  that  the  sickness  which 
prevailed  last  year  “was  produced  by  a combination 
of  causes  that  will  not  occur  a^ain.”  Rut  good 
houses  are  wanted  to  protect  the  officers  and  seamen. 
If  it  shall  continue  healthy  for  a few  years,  it  will 
become  a eomrnon  place  of  deposite  for  the  products 
of  our  own  soil  and  industry,  suited  to  the  neighbor- 
ing markets,  and  of  those  of  the  island  of  Cuba,  &c. 
given  in  exchange  for  them. 

The  Jews.  A capital  of  120,000,000,  (says  the  Lon- 
don Literary  Chronicle),  is  proposed  for  converting 
the  Jews.  It  having  been  discovered  that,  by  the  re- 
gular and  tedious  process  of  preaching  and  teaching, 
the  conversion  of  every  Jew  costs,  upon  an  average, 
a thousand  pounds,  it  is  therefore  proposed  to  effect 
the  object  by  purchasing  in  future.  An  eminent  Is- 
raelite has  agreed  to  contract  for  the  conversion  of 
two  thousand  at  430  pounds  per  head,  including  wo-  j 
men  and  children,  but  threatens  to  raise  his  price  un- 
less immediately  treated  with. 

IdF^The  preceding  is  a fair  hit , and  the  fact  has 
been  frequently  stated,  that  the  society  for  the  con- 
version of  the  Jews  has  expended  about  10001.  drawn 
from  the  pockets  of  a zealous  people,  on  every  Jew 
that  it  has  induced  to  renounce  his  religious  creed; 
and  some  of  these,  it  1ms  been  added,  resumed  it 
again,  when  no  more  money  was  to  be  had  for  being 
Christians ! 

Rhode  Island.  The  convention  of  this  state,  as- 
sembled for  the  purpose  of  forming  a written  consti- 
tution, having  completed  its  labors,  has  adjourned. 
The  draft  is  to  be  submitted  to  the  people — if  ratified, 
we  shall  give  it  a place.  It  appears  to  be  suited  to 
the  genius  of  the  age;  anu  was  agreed  to,  52  to  9,  by 
the  convention. 

Connecticut.  The  general  annual  report  on  the 
state  of  the  finances,  gives  the  following  results — 

Expenditures  for  the  year  ending  March  31,  1S24, 
$63,604  20;  balance  in  the  treasury  on  the  day  stated 
$11,869  64.  The  receipts  on  account  of  “current 
expenses,'1  were  about  of  the  same  amount. 

27,700  dollars  of  the  fund  appropriated  for  invest- 
ment in  stocks,  were  invested,  during  the  year,  in  those 
of  the  banks  of  the  state.  This  fund  is  derived  from 
interests  received,  which,  in  the  last  year,  amounted 
to  $2S,152  66. 

The  permanent  funds  of  the  state  are  as  follows: 

In  hank  stocks  - - $348,400 

U.  S.  stocks  - - 75,9S0 


Indiana.  Public  debt  of  the  state.  From  the 
“Western  Sun,”  published  at  Vincennes. 

Statement  of  the  public  debt  of  the  state  of  Indiana, 
on  the  first  day  of  January,  of  each  year,  since  the 
commencement  of  the  government,  as  reported  by 
the  committee  of  wavs  and  means  to  the  last  legis- 
lature. 


IS  17  $18,5117  52 

1821  $29,091  98 

ISIS  20,149  68 

1S22  40,832  OS 

1819  25,083  02 

1S23  27,824  00 

1S20  25,083  02 

1824  £7,044  19 

Particulars  of  the  state  debt,  first  day  of  Januaix 

1S24. 

U.  Slates , assignees  V.  bank. 

Principal 

$1,873  17 

Interest, 

224  78  $2,097  95 

Road  and  canal  fund, 

Principal 

$5,000 

Interest 

900  £5,900 

Treasury  notes  in  circulation. 

Principal, 

$10,534 

Estimated  interest. 

400  $10,934  00 

Seminary  fund, 

771  96 

Federick  Rapp, 

5,000  00 

Overpayments, 

183  2S 

Outstanding  warrants, 

2,157  00 

$424,380 

Besides,  there  is  the  school  fund,  the  whole  amount 
of  which,  on  the  2d  Sept.  1S23,  was  $1,764,369  77, 
viz. 

Funded  on  bonds  at  6 per  cent.  £1,102,797  09 
In  bank  stock,  57,600  00 


Amount,  at  7 per  cent. 
In  improved  farms, 

In  new  lands. 


$1 ,160,397  09 
4S1 ,317  8S 
94, S61  24 
27,793  59 


Kentucky.  Several  murders  have  lately  been  com- 
mitted in  this  state  by  persons  who  call  themselves 
“ regulators ” — but  effectual  measures  hare  been  taken 
to  arrest  and  punish  them. 


$27,044  19 

Missouri.  It  is  mentioned  as  being  a frequent  oc- 
currence, that  persons,  with  their  slaves , are  emigrat- 
ing from  Missouri,  southwardly.  This  goes  to  verify 
what  has  been  often  asserted  in  this  paper,  that  slave*- 
labor  cannot  stand  in  competition  with  that  of  free- 
men, except  in  the  production  of  cotton,  sugar,  rice 
and  tobacco;  and  that,  if  the  climate  would  admit  the 
planting  of  them  in  the  non-slave-holding  states,  the 
articles  would  be  furnished  on  much  more  reasonable 
terms  than  they  are.  The  interest  on  the  capital  vest- 
ed in  the  persons  of  slaves,  if  adroitly  used  in  the  em- 
ployment of  free  persons,  would,  of  itself,  pay  them 
their  wages,  the  extra  quantity  of  labor  performed 
being  considered. 

Philadelphia.  Two  hundred  and  fifteen  vessels 
arrived  at  this  port  from  foreign  places  during  the  firs! 
six  months  of  the  present  year — viz:  43  ships,  91 
brigs,  73  schooners,  and  3 sloops.  Of  these  7 were 
from  Canton  and  27  from  Great  Britain — the  rest 
from  various  places. 

Distances.  From  New  York  to  St.  Louis,  by  the 
w*ay  of  Albany,  Detroit,  Michilimaehinac,  and  the 
river  Illinois,  the  distance  is  1745  miles.  By  the  way 
of  Newburg,  Hamilton,  Pittsburg,  and  the  river  Ohio. 
1725  miles.  From  Philadelphia  to  St.  Louis,  by  Pitts- 
burg and  the  Ohio,  1426  miles. 

It  is  800  miles  from  Lake  Erie  to  the  ocean,  by  the 
river  St.  Lawrence;  to  the  city  of  New  York,  by  the 
canal,  450  miles;  to  New  Orleans  2300  miles;  and  to 
j Philadelphia,  by  the  circuitous  route  of  Pittsburg,  418 
miles. 

It  is  2150  miles  from  Pittsburg  to  the  ocean,  by  the 
j Ohio  and  Mississippi;  by  lake  Le  Boeuf  to  New  York, 
j 700  miles;  by  lake  Erie  700  miles;  and  to  Philade1- 
j phia,  by  the  turnpike  road,  2S2  miles. 

Mr.  Clav,  having  arrived  at  Lexington,  was  invit- 
! ed  to  and  attended  a public  dinner  there,  on  the  17th 
' ult.  After  the  cloth  was  removed,  many  excellent 
j toasts  were  announced  from  the  chair — the  14th  was 
in  these  words: 

Henry  Clay — Our  friend  and  guest;  agriculture,  do- 
mestic manufactures,  internal  improvements,  and 
struggling  liberty  claim  him  as  their  foremost  cham- 
pion. 

[This  sentiment  was  received  by  the  company  with 
I a general  burst  of  enthusiastic  applause. 
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After  silence  was  restored,  Mr  Claj  rose,  (we  do 
not  pretend  to  give  all  that  he  said,  nbr  in  his  precise 
language),  and  with  deep  feeling  expressed  the  thanks, 
he  s aid,  of  a heart  overflowing  with  gratitude  for  the 
cordial  reception  and  hearty  welcome  which  his  con- 
stituents had  again  and  again  given  him,  upon  his  re- 
turn from  the  national  councils,  and  especially  for 
this  new  proof  of  their  esteem.  Iu  all  the  vicissitudes 
of  his  public  life,  their  confidence,  affection  and  ap- 
probation had  been  to  him  a source  of  the  greatest 
consjlation  and  encouragement.  These  sentiments 
had  not  been  measured  out  to  him  in  a cold  and  spar- 
ing spirit,  but  with  a generous,  unreserved,  lavish 
dispensation.  lie  was  happy  to  find  that  they  ap- 
proved of  the  most  prominent  measures  of  the  last 
session  of  congress,  which,  in  his  opinion,  had  entit- 
led itself  to  a distinguished  place  in  the  American  an- 
nals. If,  in  respect  to  the  tariff,  the  degree  of  pro- 
tection which  has  been  extended  to  objects  of  Ame- 
rican industry,  against  rival  articles  produced  abroad, 
is  not  as  great  in  every  instance  as  might  have  been 
desired,  we  must  not  forget  how  difficult  is  the  task 
of  reconciling  what  are  the  conflicting  interests,  (er- 
roneously supposed,  as  he  verily  believed,  to  be  con- 
flicting), in  the  different  quarters  of  the  union;  that 
its  moderation  will  tend  to  lessen  if  not  to  reconcile 
opposition;  and  that  it  affords  a new  and  animating 
pledge  of  the  fostering  care  of  our  own  government. 
But  we  ought  always  to  remember,  that  the  business 
of  governments  defence  and  protection;  thatitdoes 
not  produce  nor  create — that  it  must  be  left  to  indivi- 
dual exertion  and  enterprize  to  repair  the  losses  in 
private  fortunes,  and  to  make  those  accumulations 
which  form  the  subject  of  commercial  exchanges 
with  foreign  powers;  and  hence,  that  we  should  se- 
cond the  beneficent  intentions  of  congress  by  steady 
and  persevering  industry,  and  by  calculating  an  un- 
flinching economy.  The  kindred  measure  which  was 
adopted,  in  respect  to  the  internal  improvement  of 
the  country,  was  also  one  of  the  highest  importance. 
As  far  as  the  decision  of  congress  can  settle  such  a 
question,  the  constitutional  power  had  been  main- 
tained ; and  hereafter  it  was  to  be  hoped  the  only  point 
would  be,  one  of  discrimination  between  objects 
which  were  national,  and,  therefore,  entitled,  in 
their  execution,  to  the  application  of  national  re- 
sources, and  these  which  belonged,  more  peculiarly, 
to  the  different  states.  In  connection  with  this  great 
interest,  in  which  all  parts  of  the  union  were  concern- 
ed, a bill  was  passed  which  demanded  grateful  ac- 
knowledgments from  the  people  of  the  valley  of  the 
Mississippi.  It  was  not  in  the  amount  of  the  appro- 
priation for  the  improvement  of  the  navigation  of  the 
Mississippi  and  Ohio  rivers,  though  it  was  far  from  be- 
ing contemptible,  that  he  saw  occasion  for  particular 
satisfaction,  but  it  was  the  principle  which  that  ap- 
propriation recognizes  and  proclaims;  and  that  is, 
that  those  rivers  will  be  regarded  as  our  seas — as  our 
Atlantic  ocean  and  Mexican  gulph,  and,  as  such,  are 
considered  as  entitled  to  special  care  and  attention,; 
and  he  entertained  no  doubt  but  that  adequate  appro- 
priations will  be,  from  time  to  time,  made,  to  effect 
every  practicable  improvement  of  which  their  navi- 
gation may  be  deemed  fairly  susceptible.  He  felt 
much  gratification  in  referring  to  the  liberal  support 
which  this  important  bill  experienced  in  its  passage 
through  the  house  of  representatives,  from  the  north 
and  cast,  to  that  of  the  latter  in  particular,  because 
he  knew  that  prejudices  had  sometimes  unhappily 
existed  between  it  and  the  western  section.  Nor  was 
the  measure  without  the  concurrence  of  some  highly 
respectable  southern  members;  and  he  knew  that 
other  prominent  and  influential  members  from  Virgi- 
nia and  the  south  were  only  restrained  by  their  con- 
stitutional opinions,  from  giving  to  it  their  appro- 
bation. From  the  success  of  the  measures  to  which 
he  had  thus  adverted.  Mr.  Flay  said,  there  was  one 


cheering  conclusion — that,  however,  for  the  moment, 
great  interests  may  seem  to  be  neglected — however 
those  of  a particular  section  may  appear  to  be  forgot- 
ten or  put  aside,  the  day  would  at  length  arrive,  when 
they  would  obtain  from  congress  a just  and  parental 
attention ; and  this  view  of  the  subject  would,  he  trust- 
ed, tend  to  give  fresh  strength  and  attachment  to  that 
union,  which,  at  last,  is  the  best  and  safest  guarantee 
of  all  our  rights  and  interests.  Mr.  Clay  sat  down 
with  the  expression  of  his  best  wishes  for  the  prospe- 
rity of  each  of  tne  gentlemen  assembled.] 

JCJ^Washington,  Franklin,  Shelby,  Jefferson,  La 
Fayette,  and  Charles  Scott,  were,  in  the  “overflowing 
cup,  gratefully  remembered,”  and  South  America  and 
Greece  complimented.  The  representatives  in  con- 
gress also,  from  that  state,  were  extolled  for  their 
unanimity  and  perseverance. 

The  following  were  among  the  other  toasts  drank: 

The  1st  session  of  the  the  18 th  congress — A brilliant 
display  of  the  most  splendid  legislative  assembly  on 
earth. 

. Epluribus  unum — Eternity  to  the  motto,  and  victory 
to  the  standard  that  unfurls  it. 

Female  education — The  surest,  if  not  the  best,  foun- 
dation of  internal  improvement. 

Manufacturers  and  mechanics — May  their  talents,  in- 
dustry and  perseverance,  always  command  the  sup- 
port of  an  enlightened  republic. 

The  appropriation  for  the  improvement  of  thf  Mississippi 
and  Ohio  rivers — A good  beginning  in  the  good  work  cf 
internal  improvement. 

The  slave  trade.  The  following  may  serve  to 
shew  the  manner  in  which  this  trade  is  now  carried  on 
from  Havana.  It  never  was  in  greater  activity  than 
it  is  now — ten  or  twelve  new  vessels  were  fitting  out 
to  carry  it  on,  at  our  latest  advices  from  this  port: 

A letter  dated  at  Havana  June  26,  says — “A  brig 
arrived  a few  days  since  with  406  negroes,  captured 
on  the  coast  of  Brazil,  under  the  Brazilian  flag,  by 
the  Spanish  privateer  Romano,  belonging  to  this  port, 
and  sent  here  for  adjudication.  'Tis  said  that  two  hun- 
dred died  the  first  night  of  her  arrival  of  the  yellow  fever!'41 

§CjPNow,  the  meaning  of  all  this  is — that  the  own- 
ers of  the  slave  vessel  fitted  out  a privateer,  or  bar- 
gained with  some  one  who  had  a commission  as  such, 
to  'capture  the  slave  ship  and  send  her  to  Havana  “/or 
adjudication ,”  by  which  means  she  was  secured  from 
seizure  by  the  British  or  American  vessels  that  might 
happen  to  be  on  the  coast,  and,  when  she  arrived  at 
Havana,  the  slaves  were  smuggled  on  shore.  If  the 
people,  who  are  concerned  in  this  business,  shall 
themselves  suffer  what  is  the  inevitable  fate  of  the 
white  inhabitants  of  the  West  Indies,  sooner  or  later, 
there  is  not  any  corner  in  my  heart  that  holds  com- 
misseration  for  them:  and  it  is  mortifying  to  believe, 
that  many  such  are  citizens  of  the  United  States, 
most  loudly,  (at  home),  professing  an  abhorrence  of 
slavery;  and  abusing  those  of  their  countrymen  whose 
misfortune  it  is  to  inhabit  the  states  blackened  by  the 
accursed  lust  of  “mother  Britain”  for  gain. 

Migration  to  iiayti.  The  following  letter  from 
gen.  Harper  to  the  rev.  Mr.  Dewey,  may  explain  the 
views  of  many  in  respect  to  the  matter  to  which  it 
refers — a subject  which  is,  indeed,  of  great  impor- 
tance to  the  people  of  the  United  States. 

It  appears  to  me  that  the  word  “colonization”  is 
not  properly  applicable  to  the  transmission  of  the 
free  blacks  to  Iiayti,  which  has  an  independent  go- 
vernment of  its  own,  and  to  which  all  must  be  subject 
who  take  up  their  abode  in  the  territories  of  the  re- 
public. 

Favorable  to  the  project,  and  seeing  in  it  the  only 
practicable  mode  by  wbieh  we  can  have  effect  in  re- 
ducing the  amount  of  the  colored  population  among 
us.  I regret  to  see  a doubt  expressed  by  gen.  Harper 
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as  to  the  ability  of  the  island  to  receive  the  “whole”  gradual  abolition  cf  slavery,  in  the  United  States, 
of  our  black  population.  Has  any  one  thought  that  with  the  consent  of  the  slave  owners  themselves — of 
the  whole — perhaps,  about  1,800,000  persons  in  all,  completely  extinguishing  the  slave  trade — and  of  im- 
could  be  sent  away?  Has  the  magnitude  of  the  num-  parting  to  Africa,  by  means  of  those  colonies,  the  be- 
ber  been  calculated?  It  would  be  the  work  of  ages,  nefits  of  civilization  and  the  blessings  of  religion, 
including  the  increase,  even  if  millions  of  money  These  are  the  great  objects  which  the  American  sc- 
were  appropriated  to  carry  the  scheme  into  operation,  ciety  has,  and  ought  constantly  to  keep,  in  view. 

If  a large  ship,  capable  of  accommodating  200  peo-  Those  of  the  northern  and  eastern  societies,  though 
pie,  was  to  depart  from  the  United  States  every  day  far  more  limited,  are  highly  meritorious  and  impor- 
in  the  year,  we  should  send  abroad  only  73,000  per  tant.  The  two  schemes  by  no  means  interfere  with 
annum,  and  the  increase  of  the  stock,  during  the  same  each  other.  On  the  contrary,  they  may  afford  each 
time,  would  be  not  less  than  one  third  of  that  amount,  other  mutual  aid,  and  both  work  together  for  great 
All  that  we  can  hope  for  is  to  keep  the  black  popu-  good.  With  very  high  respect,  I am,  sir,  your  most 
lation  in  check  while  the  white  is  advancing;  and  if  the  obedient  servant,  Robert  G.  Harper. 

former  could  be  done  for  20  or  30  years,  and  atten-  | Rev.  Mr.  Dewey. 
tion  was  paid  to  encourage  the  migration  of  young  j 

females,  the  great  design  that  we  have  in  view  I A mistake!  A privateer,  or  a pirate,  a short  time 
might  be  insensibly  accomplished,  though  the  ex-  i since,  hailed  the  brig  Panopea,  of  Baltimore,  com- 
tinction  of  the  color  may  not  take  place  for  centu- ' mandedby  our  fellow-townsman,  capt.  Boyle,  famous 
ries.  But  if  it  were  possible  that  the  “whole  black  , for  his  cruises,  during  the  late  war,  in  the  celebrated 
population”  should  be  sent  away,  I must  suppose  that ! privateers  Comet  and  Chasseur,  who  declared  the 
Hayti  is  capable  of  receiving  it.  Jamaica,  a com-' j British  islands  in  a state  of  blockade,  fought  several 
paratively  large  part  of  which  is  mountain  land,  or  [hard  battles,  was  always  victorious,  and  made  many 
from  other  causes  untillahle,  with  an  area  of  about  j valuable  prizes.  The  Panopea  was  armed,  and,  being 
6000  square  miles,  has  a population  of  more  than  j fired  into  by  the  pirate,  returned  the  compliment  irv 
400,000  souls.  Hayti  has  an  area  of  36,000  square-  such  a satisfactory  manner,  that  the  other  vessel  very 
miles,  with  a greater  proportion  of  tillable  land  than  i scon  retired  from  the  “unprofitable  contest.” 

Jamaica,1 ^and  is  therefore  surely  capable  of  support-  j 

ing 2,400,000  inhabitants — which  is  somewhere  about  j A good  motto.  “The  Greek  Chronicle,”  printed 
the  amount  of  its  present  people  and  that  of  all  the  i at  Missolunghi.  has  a motto  in  Greek,  signifying  “ The 
persons  of  color  in  the  United  States,  added  together.  * greatest  happiness  of  the  greatest  number ” — a truly  repuk- 
But  my  opinion  is  that  Hayti  is  able,  through  the  vast  llican  sentiment,  and  not  less  just, 
commerce  and  new  employments  that  such  an  in-  j ■ 

creased  population  would  furnish,  of  conveniently  j A representative.  Mr.  MeXim,  one  of  the  re- 
maintaining three  millions  of  persons  and  perhaps  I presentatives  from  the  district  composed  of  Baltimore 
more.  j city  and  county  in  congress,  personally  differs  with 

Gen.  Harper  to  the  rev.  Mr.  Dewey.  I at  least  nineteen  twentieths  cf  his  constituents,  as 

Baltimore,  June  7 th,  1824.  | to  the  election  of  a president  of  the  United  States — 

I have  no  doubt,  sir,  that  the  colonization  of  free  (but  his  fellow  citizens  appear  indisposed  to  meddle 
blacks  in  Hayti,  would  be  very  useful,  and  it  will  give  ! with  his  private  opinion,  provided  he  does  not  carry  it 
me  great  pleasure  to  see  it  in  progress:  for  the  more  j into  his  public  character,  and  he  has  published  the  fol- 
avenues  that  are  open  for  the  discharge  of  this  species  j lowing  address  to  the  citizens  of  the  district: — which 
of  population  into  places  better  suited  to  them,  the  j is  inserted  as  being  worthy,  of  imitation: 
better  for  them  and  for  this  country.  Let  all  who  pre-  ! Having  been  called  on,  previous  to  my  election  to 
fer  Hayti,  therefore,  go  thither;  and  let  all  those Arae-  j the  seventeenth  and  eighteenth  congresses,*  to  de- 
ricans  who  think  it  a better  asylum  for  theta  than  ! clare  my  sentiments  as  tp  the  presidential  election,  in 
Africa,  give  that  direction  to  their  contributions.  * the  event  of  its  coming  to  the  house  of  representatives. 
But  the  two  plans  are  essentially  different,  having  ! I did,  without  hesitation,  declare,  that  i considered  it 
different  objects  in  some  very  important  respects,  al-  : my  duty  to  be  governed  in  my  vote  by  the  sentiments 
though  the  same  in  others.  I am  one  of  those  who  j of  the  electors  who  might  he  elected  by  a ‘majority 
doubt  the  expediency  of  blending  them.  Hayti  can  iof  the  district.  I have  ever  since  continued  of  this 
never  he  made,  as  Africa  may,  the  receptacle  of  the  | opinion,  and  shall  carry  it  into  effect,  so  far  as  depends 
whole  black  population  of  the  United  States,  which  it  ;on  myself,  if  the  election  of  president  should  devolve 
is  not  large  enough  to  contain;  and  to  send  them  thi-  (on  the  eighteenth  congress,  at  its  second  session  in 
ther,  would  not  civilize  and  christianize  Africa,  December  next — it  being  well  known  that  the  mem- 
which  is  one  of  our  great  objects.  hers  of  the  nineteenth  congress,  to  be  elected  in  Oc- 

A still  more  immediate  and  formidable  objection  ; tober  next,  have  no  vote  on  the  presidential  election, 
to  blend  the  two  schemes,  arises  from  the  alarms  and  j A number  of  my  constituents  having  called  on  melate- 
apprehensions  of  the  southern  states,  to  wThich  atten-  i lyfor  the  precise  declaration  made  by  me  previous  to 
tion  must  be  paid ; and  which  would  be  excited  in  the  j my  election,  I deem  it  my  duty  to  make  this  statement 
highest  degree,  by  seeing  the  negro  population  of  the  ; public,  lor  the  information  of  all.  Isaac  M'Kim. 
islands  in  the  neighborhood  thus  increased.  Such  a j Baltimore,  July  12,  1S24. 
measure  could  not  fail  to  render  them  ardently  and  j 

actively  hostile  to  the  whole  scheme,  which  can  hard-  ! Internal  improvement.  The  following  extract  of  a 
Iy  succeed  without  their  aid.  i letter  from  John  Quincy  Adams,  esq.  to  a gentleman 

The  colonization  of  a few  free  blacks  from  the ' in  Maryland,  will  show  what  Mr.  Adams’s  present 
north  and  east,  by  a northern  and  eastern  association,  ; opinions  are  with  regard  to  a general  system  of  inter- 
would  not  appear  to  them  so  dangerous;  or  he  likely ! nal  improvement,  and  will,  it  is  presumed,  be  a com- 
to  excite  their  hostility  and  active  opposition.  1 plete  answer  to  the  questions  put  by  a voter  to  col. 

Hence,  it  appears  to  me  the  most  desirable  course,  • David  Schnebly,  in  the  Hagerstown  Torch  Light  of 
to  form  a northern  and  eastern  society  for  this  spe- jthe  8tb  ult. 

cial  object,  wholly  and  avowedly  distinct  from  the  j Extract  of  a letter  from  John  Quincy  A dams , to  a gentlc- 
American  society;  which,  I think,  ought  to  devote  its  j ' man  in  this  ccuntu,  dated  June , 1S24. 

whole  attention  and  means  to  the  establishment  of  1 “On  the  23d  February,  1807, 1 offered  to  the  senate 
colonies  on  the  coast  of  Africa,  for  the  fourfold  pur-  of  the  United  Stales,  of  which  I was  then  a member, 

pose  of  improving  the  condition  of  the  free  blacks  of  j 1 

this  country — of  opening  the  way  for  the  entire  butj  *Two  years  3go— Er>.  Reg, 
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the  first  resolution,  as  1 believe,  that  ever  was  pre-j  distinct  operations  of  spinning,  weaving,  bleaching’ 
sented  to  the  congress  contemplating  a general  si/s/em  dying  and  printing,  have  been  completed  at  the  War- 
of  internal  improvement.  I thought  that  congress  ren  factory,  and  we  believe  are  the  first  American  ca- 
possessed  the  power  of  appropriating  money  to  such  licoes  which  have  thus  been  finished,  from  first  to  last, 
improvement,  and  of  authorizing  the  works  necessary  ! at  one  establishment.  It  is  a circumstance  known  to 
for  making  it;  subject  always  to  the  territorial  rights  j every  one  that  the  excellent  quality  and  low  price  of 


of  the  several  states  in  or  through  wThich  the  mi 
provement  is  to  be  made,  to  be  secured  by  the  consent 
of  their  legislatures,  and  to  propriatory  rights  of  in- 
dividuals, to  be  purchased  or  indemnified.  I still 
hold  the  same  opinions,  and,  although  highly  respect- 


the  grey  and  bleached  American  cotton  goods  have 
caused  them  to  be  preferred,  wherever  they  are 
known,  over  similar  goods  of  any  other  country — and 
if  like  causes  will  produce  like  effects,  we  hazard  no- 
thing in  declaring  the  opinion  that  in  due  time  the  ca- 


ing  the  purity  of  intention  of  those  who  object,  on  i licoes  of  our  own  manufacture  will  have  the  same  pre- 
constitutional grounds,  to  the  exercise  of  this  power,  J ferenee  over  foreign  manufactures  of  the  same  de- 
it  is  with  heart  felt  satisfaction  that  I perceive  those  scription.  [ American 

objections  gradually  yielding  to  the  paramount  in- 
fluence of  the  g real  welfare:  already  have  appro- j 

priations  of  money  to  great  objects  of  internal  im-  Shingles.  The  Worcester,  (Mass.)  Advertiser  an- 
provement  been  freely  made;  and  I hope  w'e  shall  I nounces  the  following  improvement,  which  should 
both  live  to  sec  the  day,  when  the  only  question  of  justly  be  considered  a valuable  one,  when  we  re~ 


our  statesmen  and  patriots,  concerning  the  authority 
of  congress^to  improve,  by  public  works  essentially 
beneficent,  aud  beyond  the  means  of  less  than  na- 
tional resources,  the  condition  of  our  common  coun- 
try, will  be,  howr  itcculd  eter  have  been  doubted?” 


Cheraw  bridge.  This  grand  and  extensive  work 
across  the  Pee  Dee  River  opposite  this  place,  is  now 
completed.  Wagons,  horses,  &e.  have  already  cross- 
ed, and,  on  Monday  next,  we  understand,  it  will  be 
prepared  for  the  common  use  of  travellers  of  every 
description.  This  bridge  is  constructed  on  the  self- 
supporting  principle,  invented  by  Mr.  Ithiel  Town,  un- 
der whose  patent  it  has  been  built  by  the  contractor, 
major  Warren.  In  point  of  elegance  and  extent,  it 
by  far  surpasses  any  in  this  state,  and  is  believed  to 
he  little  inferior  to  any  in^the^union.  It  is  thrown 
across  the  river  with  only  three  arches,  a distance  of 
415  feet.  The  land  bridge  on  the  south  western  side, 
is  840  feet  long,  and  on  the  north  eastern  side,  S2  feet, 
making  the  whole  length  1337  feet.  The  part  which 
extends  over  the  water  is  24  feet  wide,  and  that 
over  the  land  26  feet,  having  a side-walk  on  each 
side  elevated  eight  inches  from  the  floor.  The  two 
piers  are  made  of  wood,  and  are  so  constructed,  (as  is 
also  every  part  of  the  bridge),  that  when  one  piece  of 
timber  shall  become  decayed,  it  may  be  conveniently 
taken  out  and  replaced  with  new:  in  this  consists  the 
superior  excellence  of  Mr.  Town’s  plan.  The  prin- 
ciple upon  which  this  bridge  is  constructed,  is  ex- 
ceedingly simple,  and  infinitely  less  expensive  than 
any 'Other,  although  equally  safe  and  permanent. 

[ Cheraw  Inteiligenker. 

Maryland  calico.  It  is  under  this  title  that  a 
most  important  item  of  the  internal  resources  of  the 
city  of  Baltimore  will  be  hereafter  kno-wn.  The  inte- 
rest we  have  always  felt  in  every  thing  relating  to  the 
prosperity  and  resources  of  our  city,  induced  us 
yesterday  to  examine  a bale  of  “ Maryland  calico. 
which  had  just  been  finished  at  the  Warren  factory, 
in  the  vicinity  of  this  city,  and  transmitted  to  the 
warehouse  in  Hanover  street,  for  the  inspection  of 
merchants  and  dealers.  These  calicoes  are  of  the  de- 
scription generally  known  as  indigo  blues,  and  are  cf 
various  patterns.  They  are  offered  as  the  first  attempt  at 
manufacturing  calicoes  at  the  Warren  factory,  where 
preparations  have  been  for  some  time  making  to  carry 
on  this  branch  of  domestic  manufactures  on  an  ex- 
tended scale.  The  specimens  now  exhibited,  al- 
though the  cloth  is  of  coarser  texture  than  that  here- 
after intended  to  be  used,  have  met  the  decided  ap- 
probation of  dealers  and  judges,  and  afford  the  best 
proof  of  the  complete  success  which  will  attend  the 
future  operations  of  the  factory.  One  fact,  worthy  I 
of  particular  mention,  is,  that  these  goods,  from  the  1 
progress  of  the  raw  material  through  the  various  and  l 


fleet  on  the  vast  quantity  of  fine  timber  that  is  abso- 
lutely wasted  in  the  making  of  shingles — being  nearly 
one  half  of  the  whole. 

A machine  for  making  shingles  was  invented  a few 
years  since,  by  Willard  Earle,  of  Athol,  of  this  county, 
which  he  has  so  far  improved  that  it  bids  fair,  soon, 
to  entirely  supersede  the  present  mode.  The  machi- 
nery, which  is  propelled  by  water,  is  easily  kept  in 
repair,  and  may  be  managed  by  boys,  as  no  part  of 
the  work  is  laborious.  By  it  one  ’person  will  easily 
make  3000  shingles  per  day.  But  the  greatest  ad- 
vantages to  be  derived  from  this  improvement,  con- 
sist in  the  better  quality  of  the  work,  and  in  the  great 
saving  of  timber.  The  shingles  made  by  these  ma- 
chines are  all  of  an  uniform  thickness,  and  made  so 
perfectly  true,  that  a man  will  lay  at  least  a third 
more  per  day  than  of  the  common  kind,  and  the  work, 
when  done,  is  better  and  more  uniform.  We  under- 
stand that  ordinary  lots  of  timber  will  make  twice  as 
many  shingles  in  this,  as  in  the  common  way,  and 
there  being  no  ivaste  made^  and  timber,  which  can- 
not be  -worked  in  the  old  way,  such  as  bass  wood, 
pine  that  will  not  split,  &c.  may  be  wrought  by  these 
machines  to  equal  advantage  with  the  best  of  timber. 
A single  machine  requires  less  than  a fourth  part  of 
the  powrer  usually  applied  to  a grist  mill. 

The  inventor  has  taken  a patent  for  his  improve- 
ment, and,  we  are  informed,  has  orders  for  machines 
faster  than  he  can  supply  them.  A considerable 
number  are  in  operation,  and  give  universal  satisfac- 
tion. 


Cotton.  From  the  American  Daily  Advertiser.  In 
looking  over  an  old  paper,  ‘‘The  Federal  Gazette, 
printed  in  October,  17S0, 1 found  a list  of  the  imports 
of  cotton  into  Great  Britain,  in  the  year  1789,  which 
induced  me  to  look  into  the  returns  for  the  year  1823, 
and  I was  struck  with  the  immense  increase  in  the 
space  of  thirty-five  years,  and  hew  important  a por- 
tion of  the  increase  has  fallen  to  the  lot  of  this  coun- 
try to  supply.  In  1789,  we  raised  but  very  little  cot- 
ton, and,  last  year,  we  exported  to  every  part  of  the 
world,  to  the  value  of  upwards  of  twenty  millions  of 
dollars. 

The  folio-wing  table  shews  the  difference  in  1789 
and  1823,  observing,  however,  that,  the  latter  contains 
only  an  account  of  the  imports  to  London,  Liverpool 
and  Clyde,  and  the  former  to  the  whole  cf  Great 
Britain  and  Ireland: 


From 

1789— lbs. 

1823— lbs. 

From  the  United  States 

18,964 

123,000,000 

Brazil 

4,755,635 

41,917,600 

Demerara 

1,345,702 

2,682,000 

West  Indies 

18,524,337 

2,787,300 

East  Indies 

2,101,104 

2,361,300 

Other  parts 

705,921 

835,500 

Turkey 

4.608,231 

Included  in 

the  last  line 
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Hail.  There  was  a most  extraordinary  and  de- 
structive hail  storm  in  Putnam  county,  New  York,  on 
the  23rd  ult.  The  cloud  passed  from  the  north  west 
to  the  south  east,  and  extended  about  a mile  and  an 
half  in  breadth.  The  hail  fell  from  it  to  the  depth  of 
eight  inches  on  a level,  and  the  stones  were  generally  of 
the  size  of  a hen’s  egg!  Such  was  the  mass  of  icy  mat- 
ter collected  in  some  places,  that  considerable  quan- 
tities of  it  remained  exposed  for  24  hours,  without 
being  dissolved.  The  grain,  grass,  fruit,  &c  within 
the  range  of  the  storm,  were  literally  cut  down  and 
destroyed. 

Health.  The  crews  of  the  two  Russian  ships 
which  lately  sailed  round  the  world  were  extremely 
healthy:  during  the  whole  three  years  of  their  voyage, 
only  two  men  died  of  the  crew  of  the  Nava,  and  the 
Nevashda  did  not  lose  a single  man.  It  is  already 
known  that  their  fresh  water  was  preserved  in  char- 
red casks,  but  it  is  not  so  generally  known  that  they 
used  the  same  precaution  for  preserving  their  salted 
provisions.  The  beef  they  carried  out  with  them 
tasted  as  pleasantly  upon  their  return  as  it  did  three 
years  before,  when  first  salted. 

Tunnel  under  the  Thames.  The  approaches  of 
this  stupendous  work  on  the  Surrey  side,  will  be  near 
Swan  lane,  Rotherhithe,  and  about  400  feet  from  the 
Thames,  whilst  that  on  the  Wapping  side  will  come 
out  near  King  Edward-street,  and  at  a distance  of 
only  200  feet  from  the  river.  The  distance  under  the 
water  will  be  about  1,100  yards,  and,  including  the 


morning,  captain  Goodwin  and  the  chief  constable  of 
that  district,  Mr.  Weldon,  on  hearing  the  circum- 
stance, proceeded  to  the  place  of  her  confinement,  a 
wretched  hovel,  and  succeeded  in  releasing  her. — 
Here  the  matter  rests  for  the  present;  but  what  great- 
ly aggravates  the  circumstance  is,  that  the  person 
guilty  cf  this  crime  is  son  of  the  gentleman  in  whose 
house  the  young  lady  was  on  a visit,  and  though  the 
family,  we  are  informed,  were  ail  up,  not  one  of  them 
came  to  the  assistance  of  her,  whom  they  were,  by 
every  tie  of  hospitality  and  good  feeling,  hound  to 
protect.” 

The  stats  of  Ireland  is  well  shewn  in  the  following: 
Dublin,  May  12.  On  Sunday  night  at  eleven  o’clock, 
a band  of  cool  determined  villains,  deliberately 
marched  from  their  fastnesses  in  the  vicinity  of  thu 
Brakes  of  Ballinascorney,  and,  aware  that  there  were 
only  one  peace  officer  and  three  patrol  stationed  near 
Mr.  Trant’s  estate,  proceeded  to  level  a house  on  that 
gentleman’s  land.  They  had  previously  demolished 
three  houses  on  the  spot  the  noise  created  by  the 
falling  of  the  walls  alarmed  the  peace  officer  Murray, 
who,  with  his  three  police  men,  advanced,  and  order- 
ed the  banditti,  (for  such  they  maybe  termed),  to  de- 
sist. The  captain  of  the  Rockites  systematically  com- 
manded a movement,  and,  by  a military  tour,  the  po- 
lice were  surrounded  by  thirty  men,  as  well  armed 
as  regular  troops.  They  presented  their  pieces  in 
concert,  and  the  commander  ordering  the  ranks  to 
open,  directed  the  out-numbered  police  to  retire,  if 
they  valued  their  lives — this  they  were  obliged  to  do. 
The  house  was  demolished — not  one  stone  was  left  in 
extent  of  ground  from  the  respective  approaches,  the  i its  place;  the  marauders  quietly  wheeled  off,  and 


entire  distance  will  not  exceed  one  mile.  The  body 
of  the  tunnel  is  to  be  formed  of  a double  archway  or 
gallery.  Each  gallery  is  to  be  13  feet  6 inches  wide, 
and  15  feet  high  in  the  clear.  The  structure  is  to  be 


retired  in  order  out  of  reach.  The  police  hovered 
about  for  some  time  in  expectation  of  catching  some 
of  them,  when  separating  from  the  main  body,  but  in 
this  they  were  disappointed  by  the  apparent  military 


entirely  of  brick  and  Roman  cement;  the  external  tart  of  the  insurgents.  This  is  an  alarming  and  mys- 
dimensions  are  35  feet  in  width  and  20  feet  high.  terious  circumstance  indeed;  doubtless  the  force  of 

the  police  will  be  materially  'strengthened  in  that 


mu  20  feet  high. 
London  pope 


lawless  vicinity. 

“The  Cork  Southern  Reporter”  observes — “There 
is  more  want  and  wretchedness  prevailing  among  the 
laboring  classes  in  Cork,  than  was  ever  known  to  have 
existed  at  any  former  period.” 

Matters  and  things  at  Washington.  A mighty 
pother  has  been  made  because  the  secretary  of  state, 
(for  reasons  of  his  own,  cr  as  a mere  matter  of 


Expansion.  A young  English  lady  who  had  about 
30001.  a-year  in  her  own  right,  thought  that  she  had 
a right  to  determine  who  should  share  it  with  her, 
and,  having  selected  her  object,  the  young  people, 
very  naturally,  got  married;  but  an  account  of  the 
momentous  affair  fills  a whole  column  in  a London  pa- 
per, as  an  important  article  of  news,  and  lias  been 
copied,  as  such,  into  some  of  our  journals. 

Kant,  the  famous  metaphysician  of  Germany,  ob- 
serves— “Perhaps,  in  all  human  composition,  there  is 
no  passage  of  greater  sublimity,  nor  amongst  all  sub- 
lime thoughts,  any  which  has  been  more  sublimely 
expressed,  than  that  which  occurs  in  the  inscription 
upon  the  temple. of  Isis,  (the  great  mother — Nature) 

— “I  am  whatsoever  is, — whatsoever  has  been, — whatso- ! 
ever  shall  be ; and  the  veil  which  is  over  my  countenance,  i 
no  mortal  hand  has  ever  raised .” 

Ireland.  Cases  of  abduction  are,  perhaps,  more 
frequent  in  this  country  than  any  other  in  Europe. 

An  article  from  Castlebar,  dated  May  10,  says — “The 
following  flagitious  outrage  wras  perpetrated  on  Wed- 
nesday last,  in  the  town  of  Ballina:  A young  lady,  (as 
our  correspondent  informs),  of  much  personal  at- 
traction, respectable  connections  and  good  fortune, 
was,  with  a female  friend,  on  a visit  to  that  town. 

When,  on  the  night  previous  to  her  intended  depar- 
ture from  thence,  at  the  hour  of  eleven  o’clock,  and 
after  she  had  been  undressed,  three  men  forcibly  en- 
tered her  bed-room,  laid  hold  of  her,  and  dragged  her : 
out  of  the  house,  where  a large  party  were  waiting,!  before  the  people,  whether  the  “National  Intelligen- 
who,  regardless  alike  of  tears,  prayers  or  entreaties,;  cer”  shall  give  them  or  not.  The  republic  was  bc- 
hurried  her,  undressed  as  she  was,  to  a considerable  i fore  tiiat  paper  was  established,  and  will  not  fee]  any 
distance,  -where  the  author  of  this  most  infamous  j shock  if  it  should  cease  to  be:  but,  as  some  may  he  cu- 
transaction  was  in  waiting  to  receive  her.  Nextj  riousto  know  what  is  going  on.  I shall  insert  an  ex- 


| choice — for  I cannot  suppose  lhat  it  was  necessary 
j for  him  or  his  friends  to  assign  any  reason),  had  seen 
■ fit  to  give  the  publication  of  the  awards  under  the 
Florida  treaty  to  the  editor  of  the  “National  Journal,” 
instead  of  the  “National  Intelligencer,”  as  if  the  last 
had  a palerU  which  secured  to  it  a monopoly  of  such 
things.  But,  to  speak  cf  the  editors  of  the  “National 
Intelligencer”  in  the  kind  and  courteous  manner  that 
they  have  several  times  spoken  of  me,  because  I had 
the  “honor  to  differ”  with  them  on  many  subjects  of 
late,  and  never  relied  on  them  as  my  guide  in  any 
thing  that  related  to  “religion,  liberty  or  law,”  it  may 
be  properly  observed,  that  their  course  has  been  so 
oblique  as  to  deprive  them  of  a large  portion  of  that 
confidence  which  they  once  possessed,  as  the  printing- 
organs  of  the  government  of  the  United  States.  And, 
if  they  themselves  had  a little  more  attended  to  the 
advice  which  they  gravely  felt  authorized  to  give  unto 
others,  perhaps  they  would  have  been  more  “com- 
fortable” than  they  are  at  present. 

The  matter  is  of  no  importance  in  itself.  If  inte- 
resting public  documents  are  published  in  the  mean- 
est of  our  village  newspapers,  they  w'ill  be  spread 
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tract  from  a late  article  in  the  “Journal,”  in  reply  to 
the  remarks  of  the  “Intelligencer,”  noticed  in  the 
last  “Register,”  and  refer  to  the  rejoinder,  or  ra- 
ther excusatory  statement  of  Messrs  Gales  & Seaton, 
in  their  paper  of  a subsequent  date. 

from  the  National  Journal — extract. 

“That  the  editors  of  the  Intelligencer,  in  their  pa- 
per of  the  27th  of  May,  formally  promised  that  they 
would  publish  the  u’hole  of  the  proceedings  in  the  se- 
nate, and  the  documents. 

That  they  did  not  publish,  and  have  not  yet  publish- 
ed, the  whole  of  those  documents,  nor  scarcely  the 
half  of  them.  That  they  garbled  the  part  which  they 
did  publish  of  them,  in  such  manner  as  conspicuously 


it  with  the  hasty  and  vindictive  petulance  of  the  se- 
cretary of  state. 

The  editors  of  the  Intelligencer  well  know,  whe- 
ther in  their  relations,  public  or  private,  with  the  se- 
cretary of  state,  he  has  deserved  charges  of  unkind- 
ness or  of  disrespect  to  them.  When  it  suited  the 
present  purposes  of  their  politics  to  assail  him,  if 
they  had  confined  themselves  to  the  truth,  he  would 
probably  have  considered  them  as  laboring  in  their 
vocation,  and  have  left  their  naked  facts  as  naked  as 
he  found  them.  But  -when  they  made  an  act,  per- 
formed by  him  in  the  discharge  of  his  public  duty, 
with  the  approbation  of  the  president  of  the  United 
States,  the  subject  of  an  emphatic  appeal  to  the  pub- 


to  present  the  argument  in  the  senate  against  the  con- 1 lie  against  him,  it  became  necessary  that  the  public 
vention,  while  they  omitted,  for  want  of  room,  thej  should  be  informed,  first,  that,  in  their  zeal  to  incul- 


particular  refutation  of  that  argument 

They  now  say,  that  they  received  this  summary  o 


pate  the  secretary  of  state,  they  had  said  the  thing  that 
f * was  not;  and,  secondly,  that  the  only  grievance  of 

had  been  induced  by 


the  convention,  from  a I which  they  could  complain,  hac 
ad  not  promised  to  give  j their  own  disregard  of  their  pron 


the  argument  in  senate  against 
member  of  the  senate.  They  had  not  promised  to  give  j their  own  disregard  of  their  promise  and  dereliction 
the  debates  in  senate  upon  the  convention:  if  they  had,  j of  their  duty,  in  publishing  a series  of  documents  of 
impartiality  would  have  required,  that  they  should  j the  highest  interest  to  the  nation  and  the  world,  and 


give  a summary  of  the  speeches  in  its  favor,  as  well 
as  of  those  against  it.  Friendship  for  the  adminis- 
tration would  have  preferred  a summary  favorable 
to  the  convention.  Will  they  have  the  goodness  to 
name  the  senator,  from  whom  they  received  their 
summary?  If  they  will,  it  will  illustrate  their  friend- 
ship for  Mr.  Monroe’s  administration,  and  them 
course  relative  to  the  slave  trade  convention,  more 
than  fifty  columns  of  astonishment  or  protestations. 

In  answer  to  the  charge,  that  they  have  not  to  this 


involving  the  character  and  conduct  of  the  adminis- 
tration, with  such  felicitous  inadvertencies  and  over- 
sights, as  if  they  had  been  dictated  by  the  opponents 
of  the  convention  and  of  the  administration. 

The  secre  tary  of  state  asks  neither  favor  nor  friend- 
ship of  the  editors  of  the  Intelligencer.  Aware  of  the 
confidence  which  they  have  enjoyed  of  those  illustri- 
ous patriots,  to  whose  names  they  have  resorted  to 
shelter  the  present  under  the  cloak  of  the  past,  he  has 
felt  it  his  duty  to  extend  to  them  the  mantle  of  for- 


day  published  all  the  documents  on  the  subject,  they  ( bearance,  and  in  giving  them  a significant  warning  to 
“assert  that  they  have  published  all  that  they  have  j return  to  that  course  of  fair  and  honest  attachment  to 
seen  of  them.”  As  printers  to  the  senate,  they  had  , the  administration,  which  had  inspired  the  confidence 
printed,  while  the  injunction  of  secrecy  existed,  the  ! of  which  they  boast,  to  give  them  the  opportunity  of 
message  of  the  president,  of  30th  April,  with  all  the  j redeeming  that  confidence,  by  the  candor  and  atten- 
documents  accompanying  it.  As  printers  to  the  j tion  to  their  duty  which  had  deserved  it.  He  asks 


house,  they  had  printed  the  message  of  the  president 
of  19th  March,  in  which  a full  half  of  the  docu- 
ments relating  to  the  convention,  and  all  the  most 
essential  documents,  showing  the  course  of  the  ad- 
ministration in  the  negociation,  were  contained. 
Had  they  never  seen  these?  or,  was  their  reason  for 
omitting  them,  that  they  had  been  published  before ? It 
seems,  too,  that  they  had  never  seen  these  omissions 
represented  as  “intentional  suppressions  by  the  se- 
cretary of  state.”  Perhaps  they  had  never  seen  the 
unceasing  streams  of  infamous  calumny  upon  the 
president,  which  have  flowed  from  the  same  sources 
for  many  months,  “or  they  certainly  would  have 
contradicted  them.” 

Whatever  their  motives,  or  whatever  their  defect 
of  vision,  may  have  been,  the  grossly  defective  man- 
ner of  their  partial  publication  of  the  documents, 
and  the  total  failure  of  their  promise,  on  the  27th 
May,  to  publish  them  all,  compelled  the  secretary  of 


no  apology  from  them  for  what  they  have  done,  or 
omitted  to  do;  and,  in  the  observation  that  none  had 
been  offered,  the  reference  was  to  what  was  due.  not 
to  him,  but from  them.  They  have  not  thought  it  beneath 
them  to  say,  that  a part  of  the  space  in  their  paper, 
which  ought  to  have  been  filled  with  the  promised 
public  documents,  was  occupie:  by  an  article  of  news, 
in  which  his  name  was  associated  with  a testimonial 
of  confidence  from  a portion  of  his  countrymen. 
They  ought  to  have  known  the  secretary  of  state,  and 
they  did  know  him,  well  enough  to  know  that  this 
would  be  no  excuse  to  him  for  the  substitution.  Their 
offer  to  publish  now  the  pretermitted  documents  of 
the  slave  trade  convention,  comes  too  late  for  the 
purposes  of  the  administration. 

The  labors  of  their  affiliated  presses,  in  various 
parts  of  the  union,  to  make  the  convention  odious, 
have  proved  still  more  abortive  than  the  opposition  to 
_ , , t „ it  in  the  senate;  and  as,  after  the  ratification  of  the 

state  to  seek  another  vehicle  for  the  publication  of  convention,  they  saw  no  occasion  for  defending  the 


them.  They  were  accordingly  published  in  the  Na 
tional  Government  Journal,  a paper  exclusively  de- 
voted to  the  compilation  of  public  documents. 

In  the  same  paper  were  also  published  the  report 
of  the  commissioners  under  the  Florida  treaty,  and 
the  schedule  of  their  awards.  And  this  is  the  “head 
and  front”  of  the  secretary  of  state’s  offence  against 
the  editors  of  the  Intelligencer — that  he  should  have 
presumed  to  publish  in  a paper  other  than  theirs, 
one  or  at  most  two  public  documents.  For  this  they 
sally  forth  in  complete  armour,  and  denounce  him  to 
the  nation,  not  by  way  of  complaint,  or  comments, 
but  by  a statement  of  the  “?i aked  fact.”  And  as  the 
real  naked  fact  would  have  made  them  rather  too 
much  the  laughing  stock  of  those  to  whom  they  ap- 
peal, they  assume  a naked  fact  different  from  the 
truth,  to  expatiate  upon  the  unwavering  confidence 
they  have  enjoyed  for  four  and  twenty  years,  of  a 
Jefferson,  a Madison  and  a Monroe,  and  to  contrast 


administration  in  relation  to  it,  there  is  no  likelihood 
that  they  will  ever  see  such  an  occasion  hereafter. 
With  regard  to  the  administration,  they  are  upon 
their  good  behavior;  and  with  regard  to  the  secretary 
of  state,  whenever  it  shall  again  suit  their  purposes  to 
issue  editorial  manifestoes  of  naked  facts , and  utter  as- 
tonishments against  him,  the  only  restraints  upon 
themselves  which  it  will  be  desirable  that  they  should 
impose,  will  be  a decent  regard  to  truth.” 

From  the  National  Intelligence r of  the  12 Ih  instant — 
Extracts.  “If  we  were  astonished  at  the  first  intima- 
tion, received  through  the  chief  clerk  in  the  depart- 
ment of  state,  that  a preference  was  intentionally 
given  to  the  “National  Government  Journal”  over  the 
“National  Intelligencer,”  in  the  publication  of  docu- 
ments intended  for  the  information  of  the  people,  we 
arc  more  so  at  the  general  tone  and  temper  of  the  ar- 
ticle, speaking  in  the  name  of  the  secretary  of  state, 
which  appears  in  the  National  Journal  of  Saturday 
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ast,  and  is  copied  into  our  columns  of  to-day.  The 
secretary  has  drawn  from  his  quiver  one  of  the  sharp- 
est of  his  controversial  pens,  and,  if  we  were  not 
shielded  by  a consciousness  of  right,  we  might  per- 
haps feel  all  the  intended  severity  of  its  application; 
and,  if  we  felt  it,  we  might  be  goaded  to  vindictive- 
ness in  our  remarks  upon  it.  But  the  asperity  of  his 
remarks  shall  not  drive  us  beyond  the  line  of  defence , 
nor  induce  us,  we  trust,  to  lose  sight  of  the  respect 
which  is  due  either  to  ourselves  or  to  the  secretary 
of  state.” 

[Then  follows  a statement,  caused  by  a certificate 
given  by  Mr.  Brent,  which  has  little,  if  any,  relation 
to  the  matter  copied  above  from  the  ‘Journal,’  and  is, 
therefore,  omitted.] 

“The  senate  documents  to  which  the  secretary 
refers  as  having  been  printed  at  our  office,  wore 
printed  confidentially  for  the  senate.  We  could  not 
avail  ourselves  of  documents  thus  confided  to  us. 
We  do  not  venture  even  to  retain  a copy  of  documents 
so  printed,  lest,  by  some  accident,  the  obligation  to 
secrecy  might  be  violated.  As  printers  to  congress, 
we  are  under  obligations  of  duty  which  we  do  not 
allow  ourselves,  in  our  capacity  of  editors,  to  tran- 
scend. The  copy  from  which  we  published  the  con- 
vention, &c.  we  have  heretofore  stated,  was  obtained 
from  the  senate  by  a member  of  the  house  of  repre- 
aentatives — there  being  no  access  to  the  office  of  the 
senate  for  others  than  members  of  congress.  We 
published,  as  we  repeat,  all  that  appeared  material  to 
the  understanding  of  the  proceedings  of  the  senate. 
A part,  being  omitted  inadvertently,  was  published 
as  soon  as  the  materiality  of  it  was  intimated  to  us. 
Every  disposition  was  shown  to  meet  the  wishes  of 
the  secretary  of  state.  Had  he  requested  the  publi- 
cation of  any  other  dcouments,  connected  with  this 
question,  and  placed  them  in  our  hands,  they  would 
have  been  instantly  published.” 

“Having  our  attention  now  called  to  this  matter, 
and  desirous  at  this  time,  as  ever,  to  do  all  possible  jus- 
tice to  the  executive,  as  well  as  to  the  public,  and  Mr. 
Adams  having  declared  the  documents  on  this  subject 
communicated  to  the  house  of  representatives  to  be 
material  to  a correct  understanding  of  the  merits  of 
the  convention,  we  shall  publish  those  documents 
some  time  in  the  course  of  this  week.*  They  embrace 
the  correspondence  between  the  secretary  of  state 
and  our  ministers  abroad,  and  also  with  the  British 
minister  here,  of  date  anterior  to  that  of  any  one  of 
the  documents,  already  published  in  the  National  In- 
telligencer of  May  28-29.” 

“In  what  we  have  stated  on  this  subject  to-day,  it 
will  be  further  seen,  that  the  except*011  taken  by  Mr. 
Adams  to  the  National  Intelligencer  die/  not  relate  to 
any  publication  authorized  by  the  deparlment over  which  he 
presides , or  by  any  other  department  of  the  government,  but 
to  a publication  made,  under  the  circumstance  of  a 
great  pressure  at.  the  close  of  the  session  of  congress, 
for  the  gratification  of  our  readers,  and  by  the  aid  of  a 
distinguished  member  of  the  house  of  representa- 
tives, deeply  interested  in  the  success  of  the  treaty, 
who  was  kind  enough  to  procure  these  papers  for  us, 
after  we  had  failed  in  an  effort  to  procure  them  for 
ourselves.  The  matter  was  one,  therefore,  in  regard 
to  which  we  owed  neither  obligation  nor  responsibi- 
lity to  the  secretary  of  state,  and  over  which  he  has 
assumed  a jurisdiction  of  a character  entirely  with- 
out precedent  in  this  country.” 

“There  is  one  remark  in  the  Journal  article,  with 
reference  to  which  wc  can  say,  without  hesitation, 
that,  in  our  intercourse,  public  and  private,  with  the 
secretary  of  state,  he  has  deserved  at  our  hands,  here- 
tofore, nothing  but  kindness  and  respect.  The  grate- 

*They  were  published  on  Thursday  last,  in  an  ex- 
tra sheet.  Ed.  Esc. 


ful  remembrance  of  these  it  is  not  in  his  power  to  obli- 
terate by  the  harshness  of  his  present  treatment. 

“We  now  take  leave  of  this  subject,  we  hope,  for- 
ever. The  secretary  of  state  has  done  us  great  injus- 
tice. We  have  so  much  confidence  in  the  integrity  of 
his  principles,  that  we  believe  the  time  will  come 
when  he  will  himself  be  sensible  of  it.  It  shall  not  be 
our  fault  if  he  be  ever  again  publicly  reminded  of  it.” 

PRESIDENTIAL. 

A mistake.  As  a matter  of  curiosity",  and  to  shew 
what  were  the  calculations  of  the  ardent  friends  of  the 
different  candidates  for  the  presidency,  a table  was 
made  out  and  inserted  in  the  Register  of  the  19th 
ult.  which  “positively”  gave  to  all  the  candidates  514 
votes,  and  “probably”  132  more — together  six  hundred, 
and  forty-six  votes , though  there  are  only  two  hundred 
and  sixty-one,  all  told!  The  editor  of  the  Pee  Dee 
Gazette,  hastily  looking  over  this  table,  has  given  the 
sums  of  the  votes  added  up  for  one  person,  as  being, 
by  me  thought  “correct!” 

Policies,  it  is  said,  in  Mr.  Degrand’s  “Report”  are 
opened  at  Boston,  in  which  the  election  of  John 
Quincy  Adams  to  the  presidency  is  insured  for  25 
per  cent.  This  is  a sort  of  speculation  or  gambling 
not  common  to  our  country,  though  very  frequent  iu 
England,  &c.  As  some  may  not  understand  the  ope- 
ration, it  may  be  well  simply  to  explain  it:  a person 
pays  25  dollars  into  the  hands  of  another — and  if  Mr. 
Adams  shall  be  elected,  he  loses  it;  but  if  Mr.  A. 
should  not  be  elected  he  will  receive  100  or  wins  75 
dollars. 

New-York.  The  grand  jury  of  Otsego  county  bal- 
lotted  for  president,  and  the  vote  stood  thus:  For  Mr. 
Crawford  13;  Mr.  Adams  7;  gen.  Jackson  2;  Mr. 
Clay  1.  The  petit  jury  of  the  same  county,  followed 
their  example  on  the  succeeding  day,  and,  in  their 
“private  capacities,”  unanimously  nominated  Mr. 
Adams. 

A letter  dated  in  New-York,  21st  June,  and  pub- 
lished in  the  Richmond  Enquirer,  says — “Our  exaspe- 
rated governor  must,  of  course,  give  us  the  finale  of 
his  medley  overture  in  the  hot  month  of  August, 
[at  the  meeting  of  the  legislature.]  After  he  performs' 
his  last  act  of  an  undeviating  and  splendid  public  life t 
we  shall  go  on  very  quietly.  Whatever  may  be  the  mode 
of  choice,  the  electoral  votes  of  this  state  will  be  in  favor 
of  Mr.  Craicford.','> 

Nero- Jersey.  Another  meeting  of  citizens,  for  the 
counties  of  Bergen.  Morris  and  Essex,  has  been  held 
at  Paterson,  at  which  Mr.  Cl3v  was  most  decidedly 
recommended  to  the  support  of  the  people  of  New- 
Jersey,  as  best  suited  for  the  successor  of  president 
Monroe. 

Pennsylvania.  A meeting  of  democratic  republi- 
cans has  been  held  in  the  congressional  district  of 
Fayette  and  Green  counties,  at  which  it  was  resolved 
to  support  William  H.  Crawford  as  president,  and 
Albert  Gallatin  as  vice  president  of  the  United  States. 
Delegates  were  appointed  to  meet  at  Harrisburg,  to 
i assist  in  the  formation  of  an  electoral  ticket.  To  the 
I resolution  is  attached  an  address  which  fills  two  cc- 
j lumns  of  the  “National  Intelligencer,”  and  the  edi- 
I tors  strangely  say,  that,  '■'■the  qualified  language  in 
i which  itspsaks  of  Mr.  Gallatin,  induces  us  to  believe  the 
address  to  be  from  the  pen  of  that  distinguished  individual 
himself! '”  This  is  probably  a slip  of  the  pen,  yet  may  not 
be  a mistake — and  is  something  new  in  presidential 
electioneering.  “The  Genius  of  Liberty  ,”  published  in 
| Fayette,  declares  that  the  meeting  which  issued  this 
| long  address,  -was  composed  of  thirty-three  persons,  in 
the  whole. 

j Virginia.  The  editor  of  the  Winchester  Republican, 
j after  giving  the  report  of  a gentleman  about  the  crops 
and  on  the  health  of  the  people  in  the  parts  adjacent, 
says — “He  contradicts  the  report  of  a destructive  in- 
flamatory  quinsy  raging  in  the  neighborhood  of  Stauiv- 
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ton.  lie  saw  a great  number  of  persons  affected 
with  a kind  of  J.  Quincy  Adams  fever,  not  of  a malig- 
nant nature,  but  inclining  rather  to  the  mild  features 
of  an  epidemic. 

North  Carolina.  We  have  accounts  of  six.  addi- 
tional ballots  of  the  people  taken  at  company  mus- 
ters of  the  militia,  and  the  aggregate  votes  were — for 
Jackson — 275,  Adams  153,  Crawford  26,  Clay  2. 

South  Carolina.  At  a battalion  muster,  near  War- 
rensville,  after  the  military  duties  of  the  day  had 
been  performed,  the  opinions  of  those  present  were 
taken  on  the  presidency,  when  every  man  except  one, 
(who  declined  voting),  rallied  round  the  flag  assigned 
lor  gen.  Jackson.  The  number  present  was  about 
four  hundred. 

At  two  other  battalion  meetings  in  this  state  the 
votes  were — for  Jackson  385,  Adams  125,  Crawford 
7,  Clay  I. 

Ohio.  At  a meeting  of  180  of  the  citizens  of  Steu- 
benville, James  Wilson,  chairman,  and  A.  Sutherland, 
secretary,  it  was  resolved  unanimously  to  support 
Henry  Clay  for  the  presidency,  and  “some  suitable } 
person,”  hereafter  to  be  designated,  from  some  one  of 
the  non-slave  holding  states”  for  the  vice  presidency. 

About  450  of  the  citizens  of  Ross  county  met  at  the 
court  house  in'Chillicothe,  on  the  2 2d  ult.  and,  from 
the  statement  given,  it  seems  that  nearly  three  to  one 
were  in  favor  of  Mr.  Clay,  for  the  presidency. 

Indiana.  The  people  of  Indianapolis  lately  took  a 
vote  on  the  presidential  question,  and  the  result  was 
as  follows:  For  Mr.  Clay  15S;  for  Mr.  Adams  2;  gen. 
Jackson  2. 

Alabama.  A ballot  was  taken  at  Greensborough 
with  these  results — For  gen.  Jackson  80;  Mr.  Adams 
71;  Mr.  Crawford  15;  Mr.  Clay  1.  And,  at  a meeting 
held  at  Tuscaloosa,  said  to  have  been  “large  and  high- 
ly respectable,”  John  Quincy  Adams  was  named  for 
the  presidency,  and  Andrew  Jackson  for  the  vice  pre- 
sidency of  the  United  States. 

Louisiana.  A large  meeting  has  been  held  at  New 
Orleans,  at  which,  after  an  elegant  and  spirited  ad- 
dress, it  was  unanimously  resolved  that  gen.  Jackson, 
for  his  unspeakable  services  to  that  state,  ought  to 
receive  its  vote  for  the  presidency  of  the  United 
states. 

FOREIGN  NEWS. 

-'■The  holy  alliance ” — a meeting  of  the  conspira- 
tors is  much  spoken  of,  and  mischief  is,  of  course, 
apprehended. 

Great  Britain  and  Ireland.  The  London  Courier  of 
Tune  1,  says,  “The  question  of  the  recognition  of 
South  American  independence  continues  most  anxi- 
ously to  occupy  public  attention,  particularly  in  the 
city.  We  can  venture  to  stat*  that,  previously  to 
the  close  of  the  present  sessioapof  parliament,  a com- 
munication will  be  made  oh  thre  question  to  the  house 
of  commons.” 

All  is  life,  spirit  and  activity,  among  the  manufac- 
turers of  Great  Britain.  The  like  was  never  heard 
of  before.  Though  steam  engines  are  already  so  nu- 
merous, the  demand  for  them  is  so  great  for  new  fac- 
tories, boats,  &c.  that  the  makers  of  them  appear  to 
have  engagements  on  hand  that  will  keep  all  their 
forces  employed  for  nearly  a year  in  advance. 

The  annual  expenses  of  the  British  ambassadors 
amount  to  three  hundred  thousand  pounds  sterling. 
Those  of  the  consuls  arc  not  included  in  this  charge 
upon  the  people. 

The  king  and  queen  of  the  Sandwich  Islands  have 
brought  over  ti  e bones  of  the  celebrated  captain 
Cook,  which  will  now  be  consigned  to  some  suitable 
place  of  interment.  The  king’s  travelling  name  is 
Tirahee  Tirahee,  which  signifies  Dog  of  Dogs;  how 
Jier  majesty  is  designated  we  have  not  yet  heard. 

Mr.  Harris  and  Miss  Stocks,  new  candidates  for 
aeronautic  fame,  ascended  in  a balloon  near  London. 


, When  about  two  miles  from  the  earth,  owingtosome 
j mismanagement  in  letting  off  the  gass,  the  balloon  de- 
i scended  with  so  much  rapidity,  that  Mr.  Harris  was 
j instantaneously  killed,  and  Miss  Stocks  materially 
' injured. 

The  following  items,  showing  the  rapid  increase  of 
the  port  of  Liverpool,  have  been  politely  furnished, 
(says  a British  paper),  by  a correspondent: 

In  1780,  the  then  collector,  Scrope  Coliquitt,  esq. 
said,  “How  happy  shajl  I be  when  the  customs  of  Li- 
verpool amount  to  L.  100,000  per  annum.”  They 
were,  at  that  time,  between  80  and  L. 90,000  per  ann 
1S23.  Gross  amount  of  the  customs  of  Liver- 
pool L.  1,808,402  13s.  6d. 

1822  1,591,123  15s.  Ad. 


Increase  217,278  18s.  2d. 

Before  the  jear  1794,  Bristol  always  took  the  lead 
as  the  second  port  in  this  kingdom,  next  to  London. 
In  1794,  Mr.  Pitt’s  bill  for  manning  the  navy,  provided 
that  each  port  shall  furnish  so  many  men,  according 
to  the  quantity  of  foreign  tonnage  for  the  year  1793, 
Bristol  provided  66C 

Liverpool  1724 

Which  she  raised  in  six  weeks,  and  offered  to  pro- 
cure 500  men  more  if  the  embargo  should  be  takes  off 
her  port,  which  was  refused. 

In  1784  an  American  vessel  imported  eight  bags  of 
cotton  into  Liverpool,  which  was  seized  by  one  of  his 
majesty’s  officers  of  the  customs,  as  supposing  they 
were  not  the  growth  of  America.  In  1823  there  were 
imported  into  Liverpool,  from  the  United  States  of 
America,  409,670  bags  of  cotton. 

1824.  March  16 — vessels  arrived  727 

1823.  March  16—  do.  462 

Increase  265 

The  Dublin  Gazette,  of  6th  May,  contains  a procla:- 
mation  by  the  lord  lieutenant  and  privy  council,  de- 
claring the  barronies  of  Galmoy,  Cranaugh,  Gowran, 
Fassadining  Shillalogher  and  Ida,  in  the  county  of 
Kilkenny,  “to  be  in  a state  of  disturbance,  or  in  im- 
mediate danger  of  becoming  so,”  and  warning  the  in- 
habitants of  the  said  barronies,  “that  they,  each  and 
every  of  them  be  and  remain  within  their  houses  at 
all  hours,  between  sun-set  and  sun-rise,  from  and  af- 
ter Thursday,  the  6tn  of  May,  under  the  penalties  by 
law  established.” 

The  penalty,  as  by  law  established,  in  thi£  case,  & 
transportation  for  seven  years  without  trial  by  jury!! 

France.  The  population  of  France  is  now  accu- 
rately fixed  by  M.  Coquebert  Montbret,  at  30,616,000 
souls. 

Portugal.  The  accounts  by  the  ship  Mary,  Beach., 
at  Portsmouth,  in  32  days  from  Lisbon,  would  seem 
to  warrant  the  conclusion  that  the  king  of  Portugal 
was  about  to  open  his  ports  to  all  nations,  and  grant 
a charter  or  constitution  to  his  people.  He  is  stated 
to  have  called  on  his  ministers  to  present  him  a draft 
of  regulations  for  making  Lisbon  a free  port,  and  that 
the  fifth  of  June  had  been  fixed  on  as  the  day  for  issu- 
ing a decree  taking  off  the  duties  on  salt  and  wine. 

The  papers  corroborate  the  statement,  that  the 
fracas  at  Lisbon  had  resulted  in  the  restoration  of 
the  king,  and  the  banishment  of  the  queen,  her  hope- 
ful son,  and  her  father  confessor,  the  patriarch  of  Por- 
tugal. The  queen,  it  is  said,  goes  into  a convent,  the 
prince  to  England,  and  the  patriarch  to  Busaco. 

Russia.  The  Russian  navy  now  consists  of  70  ships 
of  the  line,  10  frigates,  26  cutters,  7 brigs,  54  schoon- 
ers, 20  galleys,  25  floating  batteries,  121  gun  boats 
and  143  other  small  armed  vessels,  in  all  464  sail,  car- 
rying 5,000  guns,  and  manned  with  S3, 000  sailors 
9,000  marines,  and  3,000  artillery. 

Turkey.  A misunderstanding  appears  to  have 
arisen  between  the  Turkish  government  a .d  the  con- 
suls of  foreign  powers  at  Constantinople.  The  former 
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wished  to  charter  European  vessels  to  convey  their 
troops  to  the  Morea,  which  the  latter  refused  on  the ! 
ground  of  neutrality. 

The  Cadiz  papers  contain  an  article  from  Odessa, 
of  the  11th  of  April,  which  states  that,  in  one  day,  all 
the  foreigners,  found  in  the  coffee  houses  and  taverns 
at  Constantinople,  were  compelled  to  enter  on  beard 
the  Turkish  fleet,  there  to  serve  as  common  sailors 
against  the  Greeks.  [Impressed  to  fight  the  battles  of 
1 the  bulwark  of'n  the  religion  of  Mahomet.  What 
“moral  or  religious 11  man  will  object  to  it?  !] 

The  Turkish  fleet  having  sailed,  we  hope  soon  to 
hear  of  a Greek  victory.  The  captain  pacha  prefer- 
red a small  vessel  for  himself  to  a fine  ship  of  84 
guns,  which  he  supposed  would  be  the  chief  object 
of  attack! 

Greece.  The  Greek  government  has  addressed  a 
communication  to  the  European  consuls  at  Smyrna, 
complaining  of  secret  assistance  having  been  furnish- 
ed to  the  Turks,  and  intimating  that  all  vessels  found 
engaged  in  this  practice,  would  be  seized  and  con- 
demned as  lawful  prizes.  This  is  right. 

Colcotroni  has  not  been  put  to  death,  as  was  report- 
ed— but  he  and  his  sons  have  submitted  themselves  to 
the  senate.  He  has  been  restored  to  his  command, 
and  one  of  his  sons  was  sent  to  Candia  on  an  import- 
ant mission.  The  Greeks  now  appear  to  have  much 
harmony  among  themselves.  They  were  prepared  or 
preparing  to  meet  the  Turks;  and,  it  is  believed  that 
the  present  campaign  wrill  be  the  last.  May  God 
strengthen  the  arm  that  strikes  for  freedom! 

China.  A letter  from  Foghan,  the  capital  of  the 
province  of  Fo-kien,  in  China,  dated  the  22&  of  Janu- 
ary, 1824,  contains  the  following  passage.  “Even  into 
this  empire  have  attempts  been  made  to  introduce  se- 
cret societies  of  freemasons,  under  the  name  of  ‘The 
Society  of  Heaven  and  Earth;1  but  as  soon  as  the  em- 
peror was  informed  of  the  circumstance,  he  caused 
the  members  to  be  arrested  and  severely  punished, 
destroying  the  very  house  in  which  they  had  held  their 
meetings.  A similar  association  was  afterwards  de- 
tected in  the  western  provinces,  under  the  name  ef 
‘The  Triple  Alliance.’  Of  this  also  the  members 
were  seized  and  brought  to  punishment.11 

Colombia.  Official  intelligence  has  been  received 
that  the  new  loan  (of  20  million  of  dollars,  if  we  re- 
collect rightly),  has  been  finally  negociated  with  Gold- 
smith and  co.  London.  This  had  diffused  much  joy 
among  the  people  of  the  republic.  A commissioner 
from  France  had  proceeded  to  Bagota — the  object  of 
his  mission  was  nnknown. 

The  Curracoa  Courant  of  the  19th  June,  contains 
accounts  from  Bagota  of  the  2d  June,  by  which  it  ap- 
pears that  the  supreme  executive  of  Colombia  had 
despatched  orders  to  the  respective  ports  of  the  re- 
public, positively  prohibiting  those  Spaniards  who  had 
emigrated  from  the  peninsula,  from  entering  the  ter- 
ritories of  Colombia,  however  liberal  might  be  their 
opinions;  and  also  extending  the  prohibitions  to  such 
Americans  as  might  have  co-operated  with  Spain,  in 
the  war  against  Colombia.  “We  need  not,  (observes 
the  editor  of  the  El  Colombiano),  offer  any  justifica- 
tion of  this  measure,  since,  having  been  at  war  during 
fourteen  years  with  the  Spanish  nation,  and  a govern- 
ment having  the  right  to  remove  from  its  territories 
individuals  belonging  to  the  nation  of  its  enemy;  it 
is  just,  expedient,  prudent  and  convenient,  that  no 
Spaniard  should  pollute  the  Colombian  soil,  until 
peace  shall  have  removed  our  well  founded  apprehen- 
sions.” 

[The  Colombians  would  do  well  absolutely  to  pro- 
hibit the  return  of  Spaniards  who  have  borne  arms, 
&c.  against  the  country — else  they  may  for  years  be 
vexed  with  a Spanish  party,  as  we  were  with  a Bri- 
tish one,  by  the  return  of  the  tories.  Seeming  se- 
verity is  oftentimes  mercy — partial  evil  may  be  ge- 
neral good.] 


Advices  from  Bagota  to  the  6th  June,?have  been  re- 
ceived. The  papers  contain  the  following  decree  of 
the  congress,  and  proclamation  of  Bolivar — 

“The  senate  and  house  of  representatives  of  Co- 
lombia, considering, 

1st.  That  peace  has  not  yet  crowmed  the  efforts  of 
our  arms,  notwithstanding  the  enemy  has  been  driven 
from  the  whole  territory  of  the  republic. 

2d.  That  the  establishment  of  absolute  government 
in  Spain,  leaves  us  no  hope  to  expect  its  acknowledg- 
ment of  the  independence  of  these  countries. 

3d.  That  the  principles  held  out  by  the  European 
cabinets,  united  under  the  name  of  the  holy  alliance, 
ought  to  rekindle  the  zeal  and  patriotism  of  the  free 
nations  of  the  new*  world,  as  the  basis  on  which  their 
independence,  institutions  and  governments  are  form- 
ed, are  by  them  proscribed. 

4th.  In  short,  that  the  republic  of  Colombia  ought 
to  exhibit  herself  to  the  whole  world  the  friend  of 
peace,  but,  prepared  for  war,  entrusting  her  safety 
to  the  arms  of  her  citizens,  as  her  most  zealous  de- 
fenders, decree: 

Art.  1.  The  executive  power  shall  raise  fifty  thou- 
sand men,  exclusive  of  the  troops  in  actual  service, 
diminishing  the  said  number  as  circumstances  may 
require. 

Art.  2.  They  must  be  raised  in  all  the  departments 
of  the  republic,  conforming  to  the  resolutions  of  the 
25th  of  August,  of  the  11th  year  of  independence. 

Art.  3.  A special  decree  shall  designate  the  funds 
necessary  for  carrying  into  effect  this  resolution. 


The  troops  to  be  furnished  by  each  department  are 
as  follows: 


Oronoco 

Venezuela 

Zulia 

Boyaca 

Cundinamarca 


3,500 
8, GOO 
3,242 
S,880 
7:420 


Cauca 

Magdalena 

Panama 

Quito 

Guayaquil 


3,860 

4,786 

1,600 

9,200 

1,800 


This  number  of  troops  make  about  2 per  cent,  on 
the  whole  population  of  Colombia. 


PROCLAMATION. 

Peruvians!  The  disasters  of  the  army  and  the  con- 
flicts of  parricidal  parties,  have  reduced  Peru  to  the 
lamentable  state  of  occurring  to  the  tyrannical  powd- 
er of  a dictator,  to  save  her  from  ruin.  Congress  has 
conferred  on  me  this  odious  authority,  and  were  I to 
refuse  it,  I should  be  a traitor  to  Colombia  and  Peru, 
so  closely  united  by  the  bonds  of  justice,  liberty,  and 
national  interest.  I should  have  preferred  never  to 
have  come  to  Peru;  and  I would  likewise  have  pre- 
ferred the  loss  of  this  country  to  the  horrible  title  of 
dictator!  but  your  fate  compromised  that  of  Colombia, 
and  it  was  impossible  for  me  to  hesitate. 

Peruvians!  Your  chiefs,  your  internal  enemies,  have 
calumniated  Colombia,  her  brave  soldiers  and  myself. 
They  say  we  wish  to  usurp  your  rights,  your  territory, 
and  your  independence.  I declare  to  you,  in  the 
name  of  Colombia,  and  by  the  honor  of  the  liberat- 
ing army,  that  my  authority  w'ill  not  exceed  the  time 
absolutely  indispensable  for  our  preparations  for  vic- 
tory; the  moment  the  army  marches  from  the  pro- 
vinces it  now  occupies,  you  shall  be  governed  consti- 
tutionally by  your  laws,  and  by  your  magistrates. 

Peruvians!  Let  the  field  of  battle  bear  witness  to 
the  valor  of  our  soldiers,  and  to  the  triumph  of  our  li- 
berty! On  that  field  I will  dash  from  my  hand  the 
palm  of  dictatorship,  and  from  thence  I will  return  to 
Colombia,  with  my  brother  soldiers,  without  carrying 
even  a grain  of  sand  from  Peru,  leaving  you  LIBERTY ' 

Headquarters , Trujillo,  March  11,  1824. 

(Signed)  Bolivar. 

Peru.  Special  advices  were  received  and  publish- 
ed at  Carthagena  from  the  head  quarters  of  gen.  Bo- 
livar, dated  in  April,  which  give  a flattering  ac- 
count of  the  state  of  the  republican  army  in  Peru; 
and  an  official  account  of  the  destruction  of  the  Spa- 
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nish  squadron  in  the  bay  of  Callao,  by  a division  of 
the  republican  force. 

Hayti.  It  was  believed  in  Ilayti,  that  the  French 
government  was  about  to  adopt  some  measures  on  the 
subject  of  its  commerce  and  relations  with  the  re- ; 
public. 

Jamaica.  By  the  arrival  of  the  Defiance,  at  New 
York,  from  Falmouth,  Jamaica,  there  is  intelligence 
of  a rising  of  the  negroes  at  St.  Mary’s  and  several 
other  places  in  that  island,  on  the  11th,  18th  and  19th 
of  last  month.  They  had  committed  many  depreda-  ! 
tions;  but  Mr.  Strickland,  a passenger  in  the  Defiance,  i 
who  makes  the  report,  did  not  learn  particulars.  Mar- 
tial law  had  been  proclaimed. 


Promotions  and  Appointments. 

Adjutant  general’s  office, 

Washington,  StlvJulij,  1824. 

Orders.  The  following  promotions  and  appoint- 
ments in  the  army  of  the  United  States,  have  been  I 
made  at  the  war  department,  since  the  publication  of  j 
the  order  of  the  28th  May,  1824. 

CORPS  OF  ENGINEERS. 

1st  lieutenant,  George  Blaney,  to  be  captain,  1st 
July,  IS 24,  vice  Lewis,  resigned. 

2d  lieutenant  Cornelius  A.  Ogden,  to  be  1st  lieuten- 
ant, 1st  July,  1S24,  vice  Blaney,  promoted. 

Brevet  2d  lieutenant  Alfred  Mordecai,  to  be  2d 
lieutenant,  1st  July,  1S24. 

APPOINTMENTS. 


Cadet  Lewis  T.  Jamieson,  to  be  brevet  2d  lieuten- 
ant, 5th  regiment  infantry,  1st  July,  1824. 

Cadet  Alexander  Johnston,  to  be  brevet  2d  lieuten- 
ant, 5th  regiment  infantry,  1st  July,  to24. 

Cadet  VVm.  B.  Thompson,  to  be  brevet  2d  lieuten- 
ant, 5th  regiment  infantry,  1st  July,  1824. 

Cadet  Wm.  Bickley,  to  be  brevet  2d  lieutenant,  6th 
regiment  infantry,  1st  July,  1824. 

Cadet  Wm.  W.  Eaton,  to  be  brevet  2d  lieutenant, 
6th  regiment  infantry,  1st  July,  1824. 

Cadet  Nicholas  Tillinghast,  to  be  second  lieutenant, 
7th  regiment  infantry,  1st  July,  1824. 

Cadet  W.  G.  Williams,  to  be  2d  lieutenant,  7th  regi- 
ment infantry,  1st  July,  1824. 

Cadet  Anthony  Drane,  to  be  brevet  2d  lieutenant, 
7th  regiment  infantry,  1st  July,  1824. 

Cadet  Joseph  Cadle,to  be  brevet  2d  lieutenant,  7th 
regiment  infantry,  1st  July,  1824. 

Cadet  Julius  Catlin,  to  be  brevet  2d  lieutenant,  7th 
regiment  infantry,  1st  July,  1S24. 

The  general  in  chief  announces  the  foregoing  pro- 
motions and  appointments  to  the  army,  and  directs 
the  officers  promoted  to  report  for  duty  accordingly. 
Those  appointed  have  received  special  instruction 
from  this  office. 

By  order  of  major  general  Brown. 

CHARLES  J.  NOURSE, 

doting  adjutant  general. 


Restoration  of  Titles. 


Jeremiah  D.  Hayden,  late  captain  4th  artillery,  to 
be  paymaster,  1st  July,  1824. 

John  W.  Baylor,  of  Kentucky,  to  be  assistant  sur- 
geon, 8th  July,  1824. 

Cadet  Dennis  H.  Mahan,  to  be  brevet  2d  lieutenant, 
corps  of  Engineers,  1st  July,  1824. 

Cadet  Robert  P.  Parrott,  to  be  brevet  2d  lieuten- 
ant, 1st  regiment  artillery,  1st  July,  1824. 

Cadet  George  W.  Long,  to  be  brevet  2d  lieuten- 
ant, 1st  regiment  artillery,  1st  July,  1824. 

Cadet  John  M.  Fessenden,  to  be  brevet  2d  lieuten- 
ant, 1st  regiment  artillery,  1st  July,  1824. 

Cadet  John  W.  A.  Smith,  to  be  brevet  2d  lieuten- 
ant, 2d  regiment  artillery,  1st  July,  1824. 

Cadet  John  M.  Picton,  to  be  brevet  2d  lieutenant, 
2d  regiment  artillery,  1st  July,  1824. 

Cadet  Horatio  A.  Wilson,  to  be  brevet  2d  lieuten- 
ant, 2d  regiment  artillery,  1st  July,  1824. 

Cadet  John  K.  Findley,  to  be  brevet  2d  lieutenant, 
3d  regiment  artillery,  1st  July,  1824. 

Cadet  Napoleon  B.  Bennett,  to  be  brevet  2d  lieu- 
tenant, 3d  regiment  artillery,  1st  July,  1824. 

Cadet  W.  P.  Bainbridge,  to  be  brevet  2d  lieuten- 
ant, 3d  regiment  artillery,  1st  July,  1824. 

Cadet  R.  E.  Hazzard,  to  be  brevet  2d  lieutenant, 
4th  regiment  artillery,  IstJuly,  1824. 

Cadet  J.  N.  Dillahunty,  to  be  brevet  2d  lieutenant, 
4th  regiment  artillery,  1st  July,  1824. 

Cadet  Francis  L.  Jones,  to  be  brevet  2d  lieuten- 
ant, 4th  regiment  artillery,  IstJuly,  1824. 

Cadet  William  Bloodgood,  to  be  brevet  2d  lieuten- 
ant, 1st  regiment  infantry,  1st  July,  1824. 

Cadet  Jos.  Van  Swearingen,  to  be  brevet  2d  lieut. 
1st  regiment  infantry,  IstJuly,  1824. 

Cadet  F.  D.  Newcomb,  to  be  brevet  2d  lieutenant, 
2d  regiment  infantry,  1st  July,  1824. 

Cadet  Electus  Backus,  to  be  brevet  2d  lieutenant, 
2d  regiment  infantry,  IstJuly,  1824. 

Cadet  Ephraim  W.  Low,  to  be  brevet  2d  lieutenant, 
3d  regiment  infantry,  1st  July,  1824. 

Cadet  Timothy  Paige,  to  be  brevet  2d  lieutenant, 
3d  regiment  infantry,  IstJuly,  1824. 

Cadet  W.  L.  Harris,  to  be  brevet  2d  lieutenant, 
4th  regiment  infantry,  IstJuly,  1824. 

Cadet  Dixon  S.  Miles,  to  be  brevet  2d  lieutenant, 
4th  regiment  infantry.  1st  July.  1824. 


The  following  parliamentary  bill,  copied  from  the 
London  Courier,  is  inserted  as  a curiosity,  and  to 
shew  the  notions  entertained  of  what  makes  no- 
bles. 

A bill  entituled  an  act  for  the  restoration  of  John  Francis 
Erskine  of  Mar. 

George  R.  Whereas,  by  an  act  passed  in  the  first 
year  of  the  reign  of  his  majesty,  king  George  the 
first,  intituled  an  act  to  attaint  Jbhn,  earl  of  Mar,  Wil- 
liam Murray,  esquire,  commonly  called  marquis  of 
Tullibardine,  James  Earl  of  Linlithgow,  and  James 
Drummond,  esquire,  commonly  called  lord  Drum- 
mond, of  high  treason;  it  was  enacted  that  from  and 
after  the  19th  day  of  January,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord 
1715,  the  said  John  Earl  of  Mar  should  stand  and  be 
convicted  and  attainted  of  high  treason:  And  where- 
as, John  Francis  Erskine,  esquire,  of  Mar,  is  the 
grandson  and  lineal  representative  of  the  said  John 
Earl  of  Mar:  And  whereas,  the  said  John  Fran- 
cis Erskine  hath  upon  all  occasions  conducted  him- 
self dutifully  and  loyally  towards  your  majesty  and 
your  royal  father: — May,  it  therefore,  please  your 
majesty,  that  it  may  be  enacted,  and  be  it  enacted  by 
the  king’s  most  excellent  majesty,  by  and  with 
the  advice  and  consent  of  the  lords,  spiritual  and 
temporal,  and  commons,  and  this  present'parliament 
assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of  the  same,  that 
the  said  John  Francis  Erskine,  of  Mar,  and  all  other 
persons  entitled  to  succeed  to  the  honors,  dignities 
and  titles  of  Earl  of  Mar,  in  case  the  said  act  had  not 
been  made,  be  and  are  hereby  restored  to  the  honors 
and  dignities  and  titles  of  Earl  of  Mar,  with  all  rights, 
privileges  and  pre-eminences  thereunto  belonging, 
as  fully,  amply  and  honorably  as  if  the  said  act  had 
never  been  made,  notwithstanding  the  said  act  of  cor- 
ruption of  blood  thereupon  ensuing,  or  of  any  statute, 
record,  conviction,  impediment,  judgment,  cause  or 
matter,  in  anywise  to  the  contrary. 

Provided  always,  and  be  it  enacted,  That  nothing 
in  this  act  contained,  shall  enable  or  be  construed  to 
enable  the  said  John  Francis  Erskine,  or  any  other  of 
the  persons  hereby  restored  in  blood,  to  claim,  by 
virtue  of  this  act,  any  real  or  personal  property  from 
which  he  and  they  is  and  are  now  barred  or  excluded 
by  the  said  attainder. 

And  whereas,  by  reason  of  the  advanced  age  and 
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bodily  infirmity  of  the  said  John  Francis  Erskine  of  \ 
Mar,  it  may  be  impossible  for  him  to  comply  with 
the  provisions  of  an  act  passed  in  the  seventh  year  of 
the  reign  of  his  majesty,  king  James  the  first,  entituled 
“An  act  that  all  such  as  are  to  be  naturalized  or  re- 
stored in  blood,  shall  first  receive  the  sacrament  of  the 
Lord’s  supper,  and  the  oath  of  allegiance  and  oath  of 
supremacy,  in  the  manner  prescribed  by  the  said  last 
recited  act:  and  whereas  doubts  may  be  entertained 
how  far  evidence  of  persons  having  taken  the  sacra- 
ment and  said  oaths,  as  required  by  the  said  last  re- 
cited act,  may  be  given  otherwise  than  before  the 
lord  chancellor  of  England,  or  lord  keeper  of  the 
great  seal,  or  the  speaker  of  the  commons’  house  of 
parliament,  as  mentioned  in  the  said  last  recited  act; 
be  it  therefore  enacted,  That,  if  the  said  John  Francis 
Erskine,  of  Mar,  shall  receive  the  sacrament  of  the 
Lord’s  supper  in  Scotland,  and  shall  take  and  sub- 
scribe the  oath  of  allegiance  and  oath  of  supremacy, 
in  the  manner  in  which  certain  oaths  are  required  to 
be  taken  by  peers  of  Scotland,  by  an  act  passed  in  the 
sixth  year  of  the  reign  of  her  majesty  queen  Anne,  in- 
tituled “An  act  to  make  further  provisions  for  elect- 
ing and  summoning  sixteen  peers  of  Scotland  to  sit 
in  the  house  of  peers  in  the  parliament  of  Great  Bri- 
tain, and  for  trying  peers  for  offences  committed  in 
Scotland,  and  for  the  farther  regulating  of  voters  in 
elections  of  members  to  serve  in  parliament,”  and 
shall  give  evidence  thereof  at  the  bar  of  the  house  of 
lords,  upon  the  oath  of  a witness  who  was  present  at 
his  so  taking  the  sacrament  and  the  oaths  respective- 
ly, then,  and  in  such  case,  his,  the  said  John  Francis 
Erskine’s,  so  taking  the  sacrament  of  the  Lord’s  sup- 
per, and  such  oaths,  respectively,  shall  be  deemed 
and  held  to  be  ample  compliance  with  and  fulfilment 
of  the  requisites  of  the  said  recited  act  of  the  seventh 
of  James  the  first;  any  thing  in  the  said  act,  or  in 
any  other  act  or  acts  contained  to  the  contrary  not- 
withstanding. 

And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  entry  on  the 
journals  of  the  house  of  lords  of  the  fact  of  the  said 
John  Francis  Erskine  of  Mar  having  received  the  sa- 
crament of  the  Lord’s  supper,  and  taken  the  oaths  as 
aforesaid,  shall  be  evidence  of  such  fact  in  ail  courts 
of  justice  or  elsewhere  in  the  united  kingdom. 


CHRONICLE. 

The  U.  S.  brig  Spark  has  arrived  at  New-York  from 
Havana.  She  lost  four  of  her  officers  and  crew  during 
her  cruise,  among  whom  was  midshipman  Clinton, 
son  of  De  Witt  Clinton,  esq.  an  active,  meritorious 
and  promising  young  officer. 

The  baron  de  Stackelberg . charge  d’affaires  from  Swe- 
den, has  taken  leave  of  the  president  of  the  United 
States,  preparatory  to  a departure  for  his  own  coun- 
try. It  is  intimated  that  he  will  return  hither,  and  we 
hope  that  he  may;  for,  though  a lord,  he  is  a gentleman. 

Florida  treaty The  National  Intelligencer  states, 
as  an  evidence  of  the  good  faith  of  the  government, 
and  the  industry  of  the  accounting  officers,  that  the 
whole  amount  of  the  Spanish  claims  has  been  already 
liquidated,  except  about  $300,000.  Of  the  amount 
liquidated,  more  than  two  hundred  thousand  dollars 
have  been  gained  by  the  government,  being  the 
amount  withheld  as  due  to  the  government  on  custom- 
house bonds,  &.c.  by  different  claimants. 

Captain  Partridge.  We  are  informed,  (says  the  N. 
York  Evening  Post),  that  it  was  the  intention  of  capt. 
Partridge  and  his  young  military  students,  in  their 
late  excursion,  to  have  marched  to  Montreal  and 
Quebec;  but,  on  their  arrival  at  Plattsburg,  the  cap- 
tain received  a letter  from  the  governor  of  Canada, 
refusing  him  and  his  cadets  permission  to  enter  the 
province. 


7 'ravelling.  A passage  in  the  steam  boat,  from  Alex- 
andria, District  of  Columbia,  to  Norfolk,  only  costs 
three  dollars  and  fifty  cents,  including  meals  and  ta- 
ble drink.  The  distance,  at  a rough  guess,  is  250 
miles.  And  the  competition  on  the  Hudson,  has  re- 
duced the  price  of  a passage  between  New-York  and. 
Albany  from  5 or  6 dollars  to  two. 

Cherries , called  “Frazer’s  Black  Tartarian,”  grow- 
ing at  Newark,  N.  J.  have  been  exhibited,  which  mea- 
sured three  inches  in  circumference,  their  weight 
being  about  four  to  the  ounce. 

Literary.  Judge  James,  of  Charleston,  has  prepared 
“for  publication  a life  of  general  Sumpter,  with  addi- 
tional anecdotes  of  Marion.  The  work  is  enriched 
with  original  documents  and  illustrations,  and  with 
an  interesting  and  concise  history  of  Carolina,  from 
its  settlement  to  the  American  revolution.” 

The  Avork  is  dedicated  to  general  Jackson,  in  the 
following  words: 

“Inscribed,  with  high  respect,  to  a youthful  soldier 
in  the  revolutionary  war,  and  since  that  period  the 
most  successful  defender  of  his  country,  major-gene-' 
ral  Andrew  Jackson— by  his  old  school-fellow, 

“the  author  ” 

Counterfeiting  in  England.  There  was  presented 
at  the  bank  of  England  for  pavment,  during  the  years 
1812, 1813,  IS  14, 1815,  and  to  April  27,  1816,  U02,4SO 
in  forged  notes.  How  many  were  offered  at  other 
banks  and  the  mean  while  in  circulation,  cannot  be 
known;  but  from  the  above  we  would  reasonably 
suspect  the  amount  very  great. 

New  Hampshire.  There  has  been  a net  gain  to  the 
state  of  New  Hampshire,  of  $2,799  61,  from  the  la- 
bor of  the  convicts  in  the  penitentiary,  during  the 
past  year. 

Boston.  The  corporation  of  this  city  has  lately  pur- 
chased “Codman’s  wharf”  and  “Farkman’s  build- 
ings,” for  the  sum  of  181,000  dollars,  for  the  purpose 
of  enlarging  Fanueil  Hall  market — 100,000  dollars  to 
bear  an  interest  of  six  per  cent,  for  30  years,  and 
81,000  at  5 per  cent,  for  20  years.  These  high  rates 
of  interest,  no  doubt,  were  as  part  of  the  considera- 
tion-money to  be  paid  for  the  property. 

Fifteen  houses  aad  other  property^  valued  together 
at  100,000  dollars,  Avere  consumed  by  fire  at  Boston 
on  the  30th  ult. 

New-  York.  On  the  3d  and  4th  instant,  106  persons 
were  taken  up  in  the  city  of  New-York,  as  vagrants, 
thieves,  &c.  and,  on  the  5th,  no  less  than  40  of  them 
were  sent  to  the  penitentiary. 

The  foundation  of  the  entrance  lock  of  the  Erie 
canal,  at  the  city  of  Albany,  gave  Avay  last  Aveek,  and 
will  interrupt  the  navigation  of  the  canal  (in  its  full 
extent)  for  some  time. 

Charleston,  June  23.  Yesterday,  Amos  Daley,  a 
free  man  of  color,  who  sails  from  Rhode  Island,  Avas 
tried  before  a court  of  magistrates  and  freeholders, 
for  having  recently  entered  the  state  a second  time,  con- 
trary to  the  act  of  the  legislature,  he  haAring,  in  April 
last,  received  official  Avarning,  under  the  provisions  of 
the  act,  never  again  to  appear  within  the  limits  of  the 
state. 

The  defence  of  the  prisoner  was,  that  lie  Avas  an 
Indian,  and  therefore  not  subject  to  the  operation  of 
the  act;  but  the  court  being  satisfied  from  the  evidence 
that  he  was  of  negro  descent,  (and  a mulatto  he  in- 
dubitably is  from  inspection,)  sentenced  him  to  cor- 
poreal punishment  by  Avhipping,  which  Avas  inflicted 
on  him,  under  the  direction  of  the  sheriff,  at  5 o’clock 
in  the  afternoon  of  yesterday,  at  the  Avork  house. 

Should  he,  after  leaving  the  state,  again  return,  he 
will  be  liable  to  be  again  tried  and  whipped,  and  so 
on,  as  long  as  he  continues  to  violate  the  act. 
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IdF'With  the  papers  now  commenced,  and  which 
will  be  concluded  in  the  first  pages  of  the  subsequent 
number,  that  the  whole  may  be  in  a body  when  the 
volume  is  bound,  (the  British  counter  projet  being  an- 
nexed), we  shall  have  given  the  series  of  articles  re- 
lative to  the  late  convention  for  the  suppression  of  the 
slave  trade  that  we  designed,  to  place  the  subject  be- 
fore our  readers  as  it  is.  Mr.  Clay’s  speech  on  the 
tariff  question  shall  next  be  taken  up — and  the  publi- 
cation of  Mr.  Webster’s  on  the  opposite  side,  will 
follow  it  as  soon  as  convenient. 

ICJ^Personal  matters.  It  is  now  nearly  thir- 
teen years  since  I commenced  the  publication  of  the 
“Register”  and,  during  the  whole  of  that  period,  I ne- 
ver have  been,  on  any  account,  more  than  ten  days 
absent  from  the  office  at  one  time,  and  every  number 
issued  was  more  or  less  under  my  own  immediate 
management — but  now  it  is  probable  that,  for  a few 
weeks,  the  making  up  of  this  paper  must  depend  on 
my  son,  to  whom  it  is  confided — as  it  is  my  intention 
to  make  a rapid  tour  through  a small  part  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, New  Jersey  and  New  York,  and  perhaps  visit 
Connecticut,  for  the  important  purpose  of  collecting 
the  sums  of  money  due  me,  and  of  receiving  new 
subscriptions,  if  offered* — and  also,  of  making  such  ar- 
rangements as  I may,  for  the  purpose  of  disposing  of 
the  complete  sets  of  this  work,  according  to  the  terms 
made  known  in  the  prospectus  that  accompanies  the 
present  sheet;  to  all  which  the  attention  of  friends 
and  customers  is  respectfully  invited.  It  will  be  con- 
sidered as  an  act  of  much  kindness,  if  gentlemen  in- 
debted would  deposite  in  the  hands  of  the  agents,  at 
different  places,  the  amount  of  their  arrearages,  inas- 
much as  it  will  bring  about  a great  saving  of  labor  and 
time,  and  prevent  the  inconvenience  of  personal  ap- 
plications. 

But  while  absent,  the  mind  will  not  be  drawn  away 
from  matters  at  home — and  as  pleasure,  or  even  re- 
laxation, has  no  part  in  the  journey,  every  effort  will 
be  made  to  render  the  time  spent  in  it  subservient  to 
the  improvement  of  this  publication,  so  long  and  so 
extensively  honored  with  public  favor;  and  the  busi- 
ness at  the  office  will  be  attended  to  as  usual.  < 

Rr.FAiR  of  ships.  The  Delaware  74,  when  launch- 
ed, received  so  much  injury  in  her  bottom  as  to  tear 
oil'  three  or  four  feet  of  her  copper  very  low  down : the 
worm  lately  penetrated  the  wood  and  caused  her 
to  leak  considerably,  and,  after  various  trials,  it  was 
believed  that  she  could  not  be  rendered  tight  without 
being  hove  down,  an  operation  that  would  have  cost 
23  or  30,000  dollars. 

But  Mr.  Brodie,  of  Norfolk,  where  the  ship  now  is, 
lias  invented  a machine,  to  be  fitted  to  the  side  of  a 
ship,  by  which  persous  may  descend  to  the  keel  itself, 
and  have  light  and  room  sufficient  to  repair  her  bot- 
tom. It  consists  of  a box,  shaped  to  the  mould  of  the 
vessel,  sunk  along  side,  and  brought  close  to  the  ship 
by  ropes,  when  the  water  is  pumped  out,  and  the  work- 
men descend.  The  injured  plank  in  the  Delaware  has 
thus  been  removed , and  the  editor  of  the  “Herald” 
says,  in  his  paper  of  the  19th  inst.  that  “at  the  mo- 
ment I am  writing,  they  are  bolting  the  new  plank, 
nearly  eighteen  feet  under  water,  in  complete  secu- 
rity.” 


*As  Franklin  said — 

“He  that  by  the  plough  would  thrive, 
Himself  must  either  hold  or  drive 
Vol.  XXVI 23. 


This  surely  is  a grand  discovery,  and  well  merits  the 
patronage  of  government.  Mr.  Brodie  is  foreman  of 
the  carpenters’  department  in  the  navy  yard  at  Nor 

folk.  

Baltimore.  Though  our  city  has  been  much  de- 
pressed, it  is  gradually  rising,  and  the  business  now 
transacted  may  be  regarded,  as  a safe  and  steady  one; 
confidence  is  greatly  restored,  and,  if  we  profit  by  wo- 
ful  experience  as  we  ought,  there  is  no  doubt  that, 
though  we  may  not  do  as  much  business  as  we  have 
done,  we  shall  do  a better  one. 

A writer  in  our  papers  gives  the  following  compa- 
rative view  of  the  commerce  of  Philadelphia,  Balti- 
more and  Virginia,  for  the  years  1821,  1822  and  1823. 


Imports. 

1821. 

1822. 

1823. 

Philadelphia 

8,158,922 

11,874,170 

13,696,770 

Baltimore 

4,070,842 

4,792,486 

4,746,179 

Virginia 

1,678,496 

864,162 

681,810 

Domestic  exports. 

Philadelphia 

2,832,837 

3,575,147 

3,189,909 

Baltimore 

2,714,850 

3,496,993 

4,173,112 

Virginia 

3,026,170 

3,209,852 

4,000,914 

Total  exports,  foreign  and  domestic. 

Philadelphia 

7,391,767 

9,047,802 

9,617,192” 

Baltimore 

3,S50,394 

4,586,796 

6,030,228 

Virginia 

3,079,214 

3,217,389 

4,004,785 

The  exports  of  domestic  produce,  for  all  the  ports  of 
Massachusetts,  is  given  as  follows — in  1821,  3,638,537 
dollars;  1822,  4,017,799;  1823,  3,944,985;  total  in  the 
three  years  11,593,379 — from  Baltimore,  in  the  same 
years,  10,384,755;  in  favor  of  Massachusetts  against 
Baltimore  $1,198,424.  But  the  value  of  the  foreign 
articles  exported  from  Massachusetts  was  much 
greater  than  fromJJaltimore. 

Unsuitable.  The  corner  stone  of  a house  to  be 
built  at  Boston  for  the  accommodation  of  the  office 
of  the  bank  of  the  United  States  was  laid,  with  much 
ceremony,  on  the  5 th  inst.  as  in  commemoration  of 
the  anniversary  of  American  independence.  I would 
that  this  proceeding  had  taken  place  on  any  other 
day,  and  many  might  have  been  selectedmove  suitable 
for  the  purpose;  because  I believe  that  this  institution 
is,  in  its  very  nature,  opposed  to  liberal  principles,  and 
I the  moat  formidable  thing  that  ever  existed  in  this 
country  to  destroy  the  independence  of  the  people. 
Corporations  are  cold,  calculating,  selfish,  soul-less — 
and  devoted  to  the  acquisition  of  power  to  support 
power;  machines  of  personal  aggrandizement,  to  ex 
all  the  few  and  depress  the  many;  ladders  by  which 
the  proud  and  the  ambitious  mount  in  air  to  look  down 
on  the  busy,  bustling  and  productive  multitude  below;  a 
sort  of  high  pressure  engines,  that  sometimes  push  on- 
wards very  rapidly  for  the  benefit  of  owners,  but  now 
and  then  explode  and  mangle  and  kill  innocent  per- 
sons who  confide  in  them.  Corporations  do  not  always 
run  into  despotism,  nor  are  absolute  kings  always 
tyrants.  They  may  be  under  the  government  of  good 
men;  but  their  principle  is  that  of  a monopoly.  I 
speak  with  particular  reference  to  banking,  or  grants 
of  power  to  individuals  to  issue  “bills  of  credit,” 
which  have  the  stamp  and  character  of  money. 

The  bank  of  the  United  States  and  the  fourth  of 
July! — what  an  association ! A nabob-power,  operat- 
ing in  secret,  and  almost  irresponsible,  put  alongside 
of,  or  attached  to,  the  glorious  event  that  gave  liberty 
to  millions,  and  fixed  a new  era  in  the  history  of  man! 
George  Guelph  and  George  Washington  might  as 
well  be  united  in  the  same  toast,  on  the  national  anhi- 
I versary. 
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I well  recollect  the  contemptuous  sneers  and  lofty 
scorn  that  I encountered  some  few  years  ago,  when  I 
hazarded  so  much  to  check  the  headlong  ambition  and 
inordinate  lust  for  domination,  that  prevailed  among 
some  of  the  great  managers  of  this  mighty  institution; 
but  it  is  not  worth  while  to  make  a narrative  of  the 
things  that  happened.  The  sneerersand  the  scorners 
could  not  withstand  “paper  shot”  and  the  freedom  of 
the  press,  and  they  fell;  and  they  would  have  dragged 
the  institution  itself  along  with  them  but  for  certain 
illegitimate  support  which  it  received,  of  which  it  is 
probable  I shall  have  something  to  say  hereafter. — 
There  are  many  that  will  not  be  taught  in  any  other 
school  than  that  of  adversity — who  seem  to  have  no 
other  sense  than  that  of  feeling , produced  by  an  ope- 
ration like  braying  one  in  a mortar,  and  this  sense  it 
was  that  probably  preserved  to  the  people  of  the  Unit- 
ed States,  a considerable  degree  of  liberty  in  the  se- 
lection of  a chief  magistrate,  which,  had  the  bank 
uninterruptedly  prospered,  would  have  departed  from 
them,  and  their  rights  been  vested  in  a caucus,  acting 
under  the  joint  direction  of  the  treasury  and  the  bank, 
no  matter  who  the  head  of  either  might  be — for  they 
will  work  together , until  it  is  the  interest  of  a foreign 
nation  that  they  should  be  in  opposition.  “Lead  us 
not  into  temptation.”  How  many  that  feel  power  re- 
spect right?  But  the  bank,  humbled  and  trembling 
for  its  own  existence,  abandoned  its  high  notions  of 
political  government,  and,  so  far  as  I arn  informed,  has 
since  been  as  modestly  and  moderately  conducted  as 
could  have  been  expected — its  mighty  means  to  do 
wrong  do  not  appear  to  be  exerted:  but  I apprehend 
that  its  evil  principle  is  only  reposing;  and,  as  for  ten 
years  I looked  forward  with  joy  to  the  expiration  of 
the  charter  of  the  old  bank,  I still  hope  to  witness  the 
natural  decease  of  its  successor,  even  though  it  should 
depend  upon  the  casting  vote  of  a future  George  Clin- 
ton, and  its  resuscitation  be  attempted  by  some  future 
candidate  for  the  presidency  of  the  United  Sates.  It 
is  a machine  that  cannot  safely  remain  among  a free 
people.  It  may,  at  times,  if  it  pleases,  create  a pres- 
sure that  will  be  felt  in  every  spot  and  corner  of  the 
republic,  assess  the  value  of  every  man’s  field,  and 
fix  the  prifce  of  every  bushel  of  potatoes!  by  render- 
ing money  “plenty”  or  “scarce,”  as  shall  best  suit  the 
purposes  of  desiguingmen,  and  so  lead  or  direct  even 
the  suffrages  of  the  people,  through  the  creation  and 
support  of  partizans  and  dependents  every  where, 
furnished  with  the  means  of  mischief,  and  charged 
with  the  persecution  and  prescription  of  obstinate  re- 
publicans. 

These  are  old  fashioned  doctrines — even  those  of 
the  “Virginia  school,”  though  my  friend  Mr.  Ritchie, 
the  chief  printer  for  that  school,  does  not  find  it  con- 
venient just  now  to  say  much  about  the  bank,  or  the 
constitution,  as  affected  by  its  establishment.  It  is 
certain  that  the  republicans  went  into  power  in  1801, 
with  a fixed  resolution  to  refuse  a renewal  of  the 
charter  of  the  old  bank.  fVe  believed  that  its  institu- 
tion was  unconstitutional,  and  were  entirely  satisfied 
that  its  practice  had  been  despotic  aud  cruel — that  it 
had  been  converted  into  a political  engine  to  grind 
into  pieces  all  that  it  could,  who  did  not  send  in  their 
adhesion  and  mount  the  black  cockade.  And  its  spirit 
was  infused  into  most  of  the  minor  money  establish- 
ments, because  they  were,  nearly  all  of  them,  more 
or  less  dependent  on  the  mercy  of  the  mammoth — 
and,  if  I live  for  a thousand  years,  I shall  not  forget 
that  was  once  broadly  proposed  to  “turn  down” 
every  piece  of  paper  that  had  my  humble  name  upon  it, 
Lecause  I was  “an  enemy  of  the  government,”  and  at 
a time  when  my  note  was  just  as  good,  at  its  maturity, 
as  was  a note  of  the  bank  of  the  United  States.  But  a 
majority  of  the  directors  of  the ‘bank  alluded  to,  hap- 
pened to  think  that  their  only  business  was  to  inquire 
whether  the  note  was  good,  and  it  was  “done” — and 
so  1 escaped  the  persecution  that  fell  so  heavily  on 


others  in  the  chief  cities  and  towns  of  the  United 
States,  because  so  it  was  that  their  opinions  on  politi- 
cal subjects  did  not  correspond  with  the  orthodoxy  of 
that  day. 

What  has  been  maybe.  Tower  always  seeks  power, 
and  less  and  less  regards  right.  I believe  that  if  the  old 
bank  had  been  re-chartered, there  would  not  have  been 
force  enough  left  in  the  government  to  have  declar- 
ed war  against  Great  Britain  in  1812,  however  great 
the  necessity  of  the  measure  should  have  appeared. 
Its  directors  might  have  said,  ive  hold  the  purse  strings; 
and  they  would  have  held  them.  It  will  not  appear 
unreasonable  to  suppose  this,  when  we  remember  the 
mighty  effects  on  the  financial  concerns  of  our  coun- 
try, produced  by  the  unorganized,  and,  consequent- 
ly, comparatively  feeble  efforts  of  a few  monied  men 
at  Boston  and  elsewhere,  during  the  war.  From  first 
to  last,  and  in  one  way  or  another,  the  monied  oppo- 
sition of  these  persons  cost  us  at  least  a score  of  mil- 
lions, and  was  the  cause  of  many  of  the  disasters  that 
we  met  with,  by  the  obstructions  which  they  threw 
in  the  waj  of  the  business  of  the  war.  The  old  bank 
of  the  United  States  was  essentially  a British  institu- 
tion, and  its  managers  no  better  men  than  those  that  1 
have  specially  alluded  to — what  then  would  have 
been  the  amount  of  their  power,  collected  and  orga- 
nized as  it  was, and  extending  from  one  part  of  the 
country  to  its  opposite  extremity?  It  might  have 
prevented  the  negociation  even  of  the  first  loan — it 
icould  have  forbidden  it.  It  had  the  means  of  forbid- 
ding it,  and  w'e  must  entirely  forget  the  spirit  of  the 
times,  if  we  believe  that  it  would  not  have  exerted 
them.  Did  not  a priest,  in  a public  pulpit  at  Boston, 
solemnly  charge  those  who  had  loaned  money  to  the 
government  of  their  country,  not  to  approach  the 
communiontable,  and  thereby  seal  the  condemnation 
of  their  own  souls,  because  they  had  assisted  their 
country,  in  its  appeal  to  arms,  for  a redress  of  its 
grievances?  Did  not  the  governor  of  one  of  the 
greatest  states  in  the  union  advise  that  we  should 
“seek  protection  under  the  British  cannon,”  rather 
than  quarrel  with  that  “bulwark  of  our  religion,”- 
“struggling  to  preserve  the  liberties  of  the  world?” 
Did  not  the  grave  and  reverend  senate  of  the  same- 
state  solemnly  resolve,  that  it  was  “unbecoming- them 
as  moral  and  religious  people,”  to  rejoice  in  the  vic- 
tories of  their  countrymen?  Yes— yes — yes.  How 
then  can  we  refuse  to  believe,  that  the  old  bank  of  the 
United  States,  had  it  been  resuscitated,  would  have 
been  less  devoted  to  the  cause  of  its  owners  than  these 
American  citizens  were  to  that  of  the  enemy?  Cer- 
tainly not.  And  my  belief  is — I feel  as  confident  of 
it  as  of  any  thing  I do  not  absolutely  know — that  the 
present  “national  bank,”  however  smooth  and  patri- 
otic it  may  appear  now,  will  be  arrayed  against  the 
people  of  ttie  United  States,  when  it  shall  be  our  mis- 
fortune again  to  “seek  our  rights  through  blood  and 
slaughter,”  in  another  war  with  England — an  event 
not  to  be  desired  by  any,  but  which  should  be  calculated 
on  by  all.  A large  part  of  the  stock  is  already  held 
in  Great  Britain,  and  a skilful  management  of  it  would 
give  the  friends  of  that  country  an  ascendancy  at  its 
board  of  directors — but  even  if  it  should  cost  three  or 
four  millions  to  gain  it,  in  what  way  could  the  ene- 
my so  economically  disburse  his  money,  that  it  might 
become  a giant  mischief,  seated  in  the  midst  of  us, 
acting  in  secret  and  irresponsible?  Some  may  smile 
at  these  apprehensions  and  disregard  them — many 
did  so  when  I spoke  of  the  affairs  of  this  hank  a few 
years  ago,  and  were  ruined;  but  some  did  not,  and 
profited  by  it. 

I am  always  fearful  of  the  acquisition  of  power, 
but  especially  when  the  thought  of  it  is  applied  to 
the  “national  hank;”  a power  that  is  so  easily  trans- 
ferred; and  besides,  I never  yet  supposed  that  li- 
berty was  most  safe  when  to  be  affected  by  the  acts 
of  a few  wealthy  persons,  being  taught  that  riches 


339 


NILES’ REGISTER— JULY  24,  1824— LA  FAYETTE. 


grow  into  luxury,  and  luxury  into  despotism.  The 
people  are  the  only  safe  depository  of  their  own  rights.  It 

IS  IMPOSSIBLE  THAT  THEY  SHOULD  COMBINE  TO  INJURE 

themselves.  It  is  for  these  and  a hundred  other 
similar  reasons,  that  I dislike  an  association  of  the 
bank  of  the  United  States  with  the  4th  of  July 

There  is  one  thing,  however,  for  which  the  Boston 
people  deserve  credit — a plate  of  silver,  with  a long 
inscription,  was  deposited  in  the  corner  stone,  and, 
though  it  contained  the  names  of  many  distinguished 
persons,  posterity  was  left  to  find  out  whether  they 
had  been  “ honorable ” or  not;  that  word,  and  even  the 
common  hack,  esquire , not  being  graven  on  the  plate. 

Inland  navigation.  It  is  stated  that  a flat  boat, 
from  the  head  waters  of  Pearl  river,  in  the  state  of 
Mississippi,  has  lately  arrived,  by  way  of  the  lake,  at 
the  basin  Carondelet,  in  New  Orleans. 

This  is  a new  and  interesting  experiment  in  the  in- 
land commerce  of  this  country,  and  will  lead  to  events 
of  incalculable  benefit  to  the  trade  of  New-Orleans. 
The  distance  which  this  frail  barque  has  traversed 
through  a wilderness,  cannot  be  less  than  500  miles; 
besides  this,  she  has  passed  over  lake  Ponchartrain, 
which,  of  itself,  is  a little  sea,  and  sometimes  appals 
the  hearts  of  more  experienced  navigators  than  those 
of  whom  we  are  speaking. 

North  west  coast.  The  Hamburg  papers  have 
an  extract  from  St.  Petersburg,  dated  May  15,  which 
says — “Our  differences  with  the  United  States  of 
N orth  America,  respecting  the  north  west  coast  of  the 
American  continent,  are  now  settled  by  the  exertions 
of  the  diplomatic  commissioners  nominated  for  that 
purpose,  to  the  entire  satisfaction  of  the  respective  states 
whose  relations  are  replaced  on  the  most  friendly  foot- 


Hayti.  It  is  stated,  in  the  address  of  the  New 
York  society  for  encouraging  the  free  people  of  color 
to  migrate  to  this  island,  that  it  contains  more  than 
two  millions  of  inhabitants.  If  so,  most  persons  must 
be  greatly  mistaken — for  its  population  has  been  ge- 
nerally estimated  at  about  600,000;  and  that  of  all 
the  West  Indies  at  or  nearly  in  the  same  amount  above 
given  to  Hayti  only. 

The  venerable  few.  I have  been  pleased  to  meet 
with,  in  the  Trenton  “Emporium,”  a list  of  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Cincinnati  of  the  state  of  New  Jersey. 
May  peace  abide  with  them — may  they  and  their  bro- 
thers, wherever  located,  out-live,  (if  they  can  live 
with  satisfaction),  the  ordinary  period  allotted  to 
man — may  they  remain  as  samples  of  the  heroes  and 
sages  of  the  times  when  the  people,  having  “ counted 
.the  cost,"  found  nothing  so  “dear”  as  submission  to 
the  will  of  a tyrant — nothing  to  be  compared  with  a 
possession  of  the  rights  which  ‘.he  Omnipotent  hath 
onferred  on  his  creatures,  and  which  conspiring 
princes  and  priests  have  blasphemously  attempted 
to  deprive  them  of — that  they,  themselves,  about  to 
become  “dust  and  ashes,”  might  glory  in  their  power 
to  oppress  their  fellow  men. 

The  following  is  a list  of  the  names.  It  is  herein 
published  as  well  on  its  own  account,  as  with  a hope 
that  it  will  induce  other  state  societies  to  furnish  simi- 
lar statements. 

Members  who  attend  statedly.  Jonathan  Dayton,  Cy- 
rus De  Hart,  Ebenczcr  Elmer,  John  Heard,  James 
Heard,  John  Kinney,  Shepherd  Kollock,  Aaron  Og- 
den, William  S.  Pennington,  James  Beatty  and 
George  C.  Barber. 

Members  who  attend.  James  Giles,  William  Tuttle, 
ftphraim  W'hillock  and  James  Anderson. 

Members  who  do  not  attend.  Luther  Halsey,  of  N. 
Y.  John  Howell,  of  Ken.  John  Polhemus,  of  N.  J. 
Ebenczcr  Stockton,  of  the  same,  Jonathan  Snowden 


and  William  Shute,  now  of  N.  Y.  and  Edward  Bur 
rows,  of  Pennsylvania. 

The  society  originally  consisted  of  101  revolution- 
ary officers  and  five  honorary  members — and  the  pre- 
ceding are  all  that  is  left  of  them:  but  there  arc  ele- 
ven additional  members  living,  who  have  become 
such  in  the  right  of  their  fathers  and  brothers. 

At  the  late  meeting  of  the  society  at  Trenton,  the 
following  resolution  was  passed: 

Resolved  unanimously,  That  while  this  society  are 
commemorating,  on  the  national  jubilee,  those  vast 
events,  by  which,  under  the  pleasure  of  the  Su- 
preme Governor  of  the  universe,  the  freedom,  inde- 
pendence and  sovereignty  of  these  United  States  were 
achieved  and  established,  and  are  contemplating  with 
delight  and  astonishment  the  present  and  future 
greatness  and  dignity  of  these  growing  and  rising  re- 
publics, confederated  by  indissoluble  bonds  into  one 
great  empire — they  hold  in  lively  and  grateful  remem- 
brance the  zeal  and  services  of  their  illustrious  com- 
panion in  arms,  major-general  La  Fayette,  and  do 
resolve  that  there  shall  be  a special  meeting  of  the 
society  at  such  time  and  place  as  to  the  following  com- 
mittee, viz.  general  Dayton,  general  Beatty  and  the 
honorable  Wm.  S.  Pennington,  may  seem  most  appro- 
priate, in  order  that,  on  the  arrival  of  this  adopted  son 
of  Washington  in  this  favored  land,  this  society,  in 
one  body,  may  bid  him  hail  and  welcome  to  the  hearts 
of  freemen,  and  present  to  him  some  suitable  testimo- 
nial of  their  profound  veneration  and  most  cordial  af- 
fection— of  their  highest  respect  for  his  private  vir- 
tues as  a citizen — his  public  character  as  a patriot 
and  soldier — and  as  the  firm  and  tried  friend  of  those 
exalted  rights  and  liberties  of  human  nature,  to  main- 
tain which,  in  the  arduous  revolutionary  struggle,  he 
most  generously  and  most  nobly  fought  and  bled. 

Aaron  Ogden,  Preset. 

Attest — George  C.  Barber , Sec’y. 

General  La  Fayette.  From  the  Boston  Gazette. 
The  mayor,  by  message,  communicated  imformation 
to  the  city  council,  that,  in  obedience  to  the  vote  of 
the  15th  March  last,  he  had  addressed  a letter  to  gen. 
La  Fayette  on  the  subject  of  his  contemplated  visit 
to  the  U.  States,  and  that  he  had  this  day  received  an 
answer  thereto;  copies  of  which  he  communicated  to 
the  two  boards,  as  follow: 

United  States  of  America, 

Boston , 20th  March,  1824. 

Sir:  Your  intention  to  visit  the  United  States  has 
been  made  known  to  its  citizens  by  the  proceedings 
of  their  national  legislature.  The  city  of  Boston 
shares  in  the  universal  pleasure  which  the  expectation 
of  so  interesting  an  event  has  diffused.  But  it  has 
causes  of  satisfaction  peculiarly  its  own.  Many  of  its 
inhabitants  recollected  and  all  have  heard  of  your 
former  residence  in  this  metropolis; — of  the  delight 
with  which  you  were  here  greeted  on  your  second 
visit  to  this  country;  and  of  the  acclamations  of  a 
grateful  multitude,  which  attended  you,  when  sailing 
from  this  harbor  on  your  last  departure  from  the  Unit- 
ed States;  and  also  of  that  act  of  munificence,  by 
which,  in  later  times,  you  extended  the  hand  of  relief, 
in  their  distress. 

These  circumstances  have  impressed  upon  the  in- 
habitants of  this  city,  a vivid  recollection  of  your 
person,  and  a peculiar  interest  in  your  character, 
endearing  you  to  their  remembrance  by  sentiments 
of  personal  gratitude  as  well  as  by  that  sense  of  na- 
tional obligation,  with  which  the  citizens  of  the  Uuit- 
cu  States  are  universally  penetrated. 

With  feelings  of  this  kind,  the  city  council  of 
Boston,  in  accordance  with  the  general  wish  of  their 
constituents,  have  directed  me  to  address  this  letter 
to  you,  and  to  express  the  hope  that,  should  it  com- 
port with  your  convenience,  you  would  do  them  the 
honor, on  your  ensuiDg  visit  to  the  United  States,  io 
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disembark  in  this  city,  and  to  communicate  the  as- 
surance that  no  event  could  possibly  be  more  grateful 
to  its  inhabitants; — that  no  where  could  you  meet  with 
a more  cordial  welcome;  that  you  could  find  no  where 
hearts  more  capable  of  appreciating  your  early  zeal 
and  sacrifices  in  the  cause  of  American  freedom,  or 
more  ready  to  acknowledge  and  honor  that  charac- 
teristic uniformity  of  virtue,  with  which,  through  a 
long  life,  and  in  scenes  of  unexampled  difficulty  and 
danger  you  have  stedfastly  maintained  the  cause  of 
an  enlightened  civil  liberty  in  both  hemispheres. 

Very  respectfully,  I am  your  obed’t  servant, 

JoSIAH  QUINCY, 

Mayor  of  Ike  City  of  Boston. 
Gen.  La  Payette.  — 

Paris,  May  26,  1S24. 

Sir— Amidst  the  new  and  high  marks  of  benevo- 
lence the  people  of  the  United  States  and  their  re- 
presentatives have  lately  deigned  to  confer  upon  me, 

I am  proud  and  happy  to  recognize  those  particular 
sentiments  of  the  citizens  of  Boston,  which  have  bless- 
ed and  delighted  the  first  3rears  of  my  public  career, 
and  the  grateful  sense  of  which  has  ever  since  been  to 
me  a most  valuable  reward  and  support.  I joyfully 
anticipate  the  day,  not  very  remote,  thank  God,  when 
I may  revisit  the  glorious  cradle  of  American,  and 
in  future,  I hope,  of  universal  liberty.  Your  so  ho- 
norable and  gratifying  invitation  would  have  been  di- 
rectly complied  with,  in  the  case  to  -which  you  are 
pleased  to  allude.  But,  while1 1 profoundly  feel  the 
honor  intended  by  the  offer  of  a national  ship,  I hope 
I shall  incur  no  blame  by  the  determination  I have 
taken  to  embark,  as  soon  as  it  is  in  my  power,  on 
board  a private  vessel.  Whatever  port  I first  attain, 

I shall,  with  the  same  eagerness,  hasten  to  Boston,  and 
present  its  beloved,  revered  inhabitants,  as  I have  the 
honor  to  offer  it  to  the  city  council,  and  to  you,  sir, 
with  the  homage  of  my  affectionate  gratitude  and  de- 
voted respect.  La  Fayette. 

IdP’The  following  is  extracted  from  the  commu- 
nication of  the  mayor  of  Baltimore  to  the  city  coun- J 
cil,  on  Thursday  last — 

“It  is  now  ascertained  that  the  illustrious  LaFayette, 
the  youthful  friend  of  liberty  in  the  new  world,  and,  as 
yet,  the  pride  and  hope  of  those  who  love  freedom  in 
the  old,  is  about  to  revisit  the  land  which  with  his  am- 
ple means,  and  at  the  cost  of  his  precious  blood,  he  ! 
endeavored  to  make  free,  that  it  might  be,  what  it  has  j 
now  become,  an  asylum  for  oppressed  humanity. 

La  Fayette,  the  protege  of  our  Washington,  is  the 
last  of  our  revolutionary  generals,  and  comes  to  see 
for  himself,  the  fruit  borne  on  the  tree  of  liberty;  to 
feel  that  emancipation  of  mind  and  person,  which  be- 
long to  man,  in  possession  of  those  rights  the  Omnipo- 
tent has  bestowed  on  his  own  image. 

As  it  is  utterly  impossible  that  the  people  of  Balti- 
more should  feel  lukewarm  on  an  occasion  like  that 
anticipated,  or  that  the  now  venerable  and  venerated 
La  Fayette  should  not  be  received  and  retained  as 
the  friend  of  our  republic,  so  long  as  it  shall  suit  his 
convenience  to  abide  with  us;  I have  convened  you 
chiefly,  to  afford  an  opportunity  of  shewing  the  love 
and  respect  of  a grateful  people  to  this  illustrious  and 
chivalric  foreigner,  who  used  his  influence,  hazard-  \ 
ed  his  honors,  and  freely  exposed  his  life,  that  the  so-  < 
vereignty  and  independence  of  these  states,  proclaim- 
ed fourth  July,  1776,  might  be  ratified,  by  the  de- 
struction or  expulsion  of  the  invaders  of  our  land. 

As  the  general  is  now  advanced  in  years,  (although 
we  have  the  pleasure  to  learn  he  enjoys  good  health), 

I would  respectfully  beg  leave  to  suggest,  that,  in  the 
attentions  that  may  be  paid  him,  the  most  earnest 
respect  be  shown  to  his  ease  and  comfort,  that  if 
possible  he  may  be  made  to  feel  at  home  in  this  city, 
which  so  well  knows  how  to  shew  gratitude  to  her 
benefactors,  protectors  and  friends.” 


Foundlings.  From  some  tables  recently  published 
in  Paris,  by  M.  Benoiston,  in  a “memoire  sur  les  en- 
fans  trouves,”  it  appears  that  the  number  of  found- 
lings has  gone  on  increasing  in  every  state  in  Europe 
except  from  1790  to  1800.  During  that  interval  the 
diminution  amounted  to  a third,  but  after  that  period, 
and  particularly  since  1815,  the  number  has  constant- 
ly increased.  There  were  5 1 ,000  foundlings  in  France, 
in  1798,  69,000  in  1800,  84,500  in  1815,  and  138,600 
in  1822.  According  to  the  “Annaire  du  Bureau  des 
Longitudes,”  there  were  in  1823,  932,130  births  in  the 
year,  which  gives  one  child  abandoned  out  of  every 
28.  It  appears,  from  the  information  given  by  the 
government,  that  the  provinces  near  the  sea,  in  which 
there  are  most  populous  cities,  and  which  are  the  cen- 
tre of  arts  and  industry,  containing  20, 000',000  inhaoi- 
tants,  hardly  give  as  many  foundlings  as  the  remain- 
ing 10,000,000,  who  occupy  the  centre  provinces,  from 
which  Paris  and  Lyons  are  subtracted,  as  each  of 
them  supplies  6,000. 


Greece.  An  article  purporting  to  be  an  extract 
from  a Russian  note  on  the  affairs  of  Greece,  is  given 
in  a subsequent  page.  If  genuine,  and  there  is  cause 
to  believe  that  it  is  so,  it  is  important.  The  follow- 
ing extract  of  a letter  from  an  American  gentleman 
at  Smyrna  to  his  friend  in  Philadelphia,  dated  April 
24,  is  interesting: 

“I  have  not  failed  to  view  with  great  iriterest  the 
exertions  which  are  making  in  the  United  States  in 
favor  of  the  Greeks.  The  first  thing  that  struck  me 
was  that  it  appeared  got  up,  and  the  next  we  should 
expose  at  least  200,000  dollars  of  amount  of  proper- 
ty to  get  clear  of  perhaps  20,000  dollars  more,  and 
which  would  reflect  honor  upon  neither  our  generosi- 
ty nor  prudence.  The  Greeks  will  be  much  disap- 
pointed in  the  amount  if  under  a million.  If  the 
Turks  please,  they  can  any  day  take  200,000  dollars, 
and  then  our  government  must  either  abandon  the  in- 
terest of  their  citizens,  or  seek  redress  from  the 
Turks,  and  then  become  a party  in  the  war. 

“I  do  not  expect  either  the  Turks  or  Greeks  will 
take  any  notice  of  the  money  you  send  or  the  speech- 
es made  on  the  occasion,  in  my  opinion,  the  Turks 
are  not  likely  to  reduce  the  Greeks  to  their  former 
situation,  unassisted  by  other,  but  I never  expect  to 
see  the  Greeks  an  independent  nation.  It  is  much 
more  probable  I shall  live  to  see  them  Russian  sub- 
jects, and  assist  to  destroy  the  liberties  of  others.” 

MATTERS  AND  THINGS  AT  WASHINGTON.  With  the 

pieces  inserted  in  the  last  “Register,”  I intended  to 
have  brought  this  controvesy  to  a close — butthe  “Na- 
tional Journal”  of  the  14th  instant  has  an  article 
which  exhibits  certain  facts,  as  to  the  origin  and  pro- 
gress of  the  convention  with  Great  Britain  for  the 
suppression  of  the  slave  trade,  that  are  important  to 

be  known 1 therefore  extract  such  parts  of  the 

article  as  relate  to  an  implication  of  the  president 
and  of  the  secretary  of  state,  as  to  their  having  yield- 
ed “the  right  of  search,”  which,  so  far  as  it  goes, 
(and  it  is  restrained  and  restricted  in  the  most  rigid 
manner),  was  given  up  at  the  almost  unanimous  sug- 
gestion of  the  house  of  representatives,  * approved  by 
every  member  of  the  administration,  and  ratified  by 
two  thirds  of  the  senate.  If  there  is  then  any  wrong 
in  the  convention,  who  is  to  blame?  No  one  is  to 
blame.  The  object  so  much  desired,  could  not  be 
accomplished  without  some  understanding  of  this  sort 
— and  the  cautious  stipulations  for  it  in  the  present 
case,  is,  to  my  mind,  an  acknoioledgment  on  the  part 
of  Great  Britain,  that  she  cannot  legally  exercise  it  in 
any  other. 


*See  page  239. 
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From  the  National  Journal  of  July  14. 

EXTRACTS. 

“A  newspaper  controversy  with  the  editors  of  the 
National  Intelligencer,  cannot  but  be  more  irksome 
to  the  secretary  of  state  than  to  them.  But  when,  in 
their  half  apologetick  and  confessing,  but  still  accu- 
satory, article  of  the  12th  instant,  they  conclude  that 
he  has  done  them  great  injustice , they  only  betray 
their  anxiety  to  shift  the  position,  which  they  them- 
selves had  assumed,  and  to  complain  of  the  injustice 
they  had  done , as  if  it  were  that  they  had  suffered. 

“They  had  been  the  first  to  commence  this  war- 
fare, by  denouncing  the  secretary  of  state  before  the 
nation,  for  an  act  done  by  him  in  the  performance  of 
his  public  duty.  Did  they  imagine  that  he  was  pre- 
cluded by  his  situation  from  meeting  them  in  their 
own  columns,  and  therefore  that  they  could  assail 
him,  not  only  with  impunity,  but  bereft  of  all  means 
of  self-defence?  If  such  was  his  situation,  would  it 
not  have  been  a motive,  with  fair  and  honest  adver- 
saries, for  abstaining  from  the  attack;  or  for  postpon- 
ing it,  and  asking  for  the  tendered  explanations — or, 
atjeast,  for  making  it  a true  statement  of  facts  and 
a frank  avowal  of  motives? 

“Had  the  attack  been  merely  personal  to  himself, 
he  undoubtdely  would  have  felt  himself  forbidden 
from  noticing  it;  but,  the  whole  transaction  connects 
itself  indissolubly  with  a great,  concerted  and  for- 
midable opposition  to  the  administration  of  Mr.  Mon- 
roe, of  which  the  movement  in  the  senate  against  the 
slave  trade  convention,  was  but  one  act — an  opposi- 
tion which  had  already  shown  itself  upon  other  im- 
portant measures,  directed  by  other  departments, 
but  which  now,  for  the  first  time,  took  its  particu- 
lar direction  against  the  department  of  state. 

The  slave  trade  convention  was  emphatically  a 
measure  of  the  administration , and  among  the  most 
important  measures  adopted  throughout  its  whole 
career.  If  this  was  not  known  to  the  editors  of  the 
Intelligencer,  they  had  very  poorly  used  the  confi- 
dence which  they  boastfully  claim  of  Mr.  Monroe.  If 
it  was  known  to  them,  upon  what  principle,  friendly 
to  the  administration,  is  it  possible  to  account  for 
their  manner  of  garbling  the  documents,  the  whole  of 
which  they  had  promised?  For  their  inserting  from 
a member  of  the  senate,  a summary  of  the  arguments 
used  there  against  the  convention,  without  any  sum- 
mary of  the  arguments  in  its  favor,  and  for  omitting 
that  part  of  the  papers,  best  suited  to  refute  the  sum- 
mary which  they  did  insert. 

“The  object  of  the  opposition  to  the  convention 
was,  by  its  rejection,  not  only  to  break  up  the  con- 
cert established  after  many  years  of  negociation,  be- 
tween the  United  States  and  Great  Britain,  for  the 
final  and  effectual  suppression  of  the  slave  trade,  es- 
tablished upon  our  own  terms,  and  in  fulfilment  of  a 
resolution,  all  but  unanimous,  of  the  house  of  repre- 
sentatives— but  it  was  further  to  palsy  the  arm  of  the 
executive,  in  the  prosecution  of  all  the  other  nego- 
ciations,  in  which  it  was  engaged  with  Great  Britain. 

The  accomplishment  of  these  purposes  was  favored 
by  the  constitutional  regulation,  which  requires  a 
majority  of  two  to  one,  for  the  sanction  of  all  and 
every  part  of  a treaty.  Vet  it  failed.  But  the  na- 
ture and  character  of  the  opposition,  and  of  its  sup- 
porters, sufficiently  proved  that  it  would  be  followed 
up  by  corresponding  efforts  of  the  presses  in  general 
concert  with  the  Intelligencer;  especially  at  Albany 
and  Richmond.  It  was,  therefore,  desired  by  the 
president,  and  by  all  the  members  of  the  senate, 
friendly  to  the  administration,  and  who  had  pledged 
their  names  and  character  to  the  ratification  of  the 
convention,  that  all  the  proceedings  in  the  senate  and 
documents,  should  be  published  forthwith.  For  this 
express  purpose,  the  injunction  of  secrecy  was,  with 
the  knowledge  and  assent  of  the  executive,  taken  off. 
This  publication  the  editors  of  the  Intelligencer,  in 


their  paper  of  27th  May,  promised  to  make.  Did  this 
promise  lay  them  under  no  obligation  or  responsibility 
to  the  department  of  state?  The  National  Intelligen- 
cer, is  the  first  newspaper  promulgator  of  the  laws, 
and  copies  of  it  are  sent  under  the  direction  of  the  de- 
partment of  state,  to  all  the  newspapers  appointed 
to  publish  the  laws  throughout  the  union.  The  In- 
telligencer is  transmitted  from  the  department  of 
state  to  all  the  ministers  of  the  United  States  abroad, 
and  it  was  indispensable  to  send  to  them  copies  of  all 
these  papers;  every  one  of  them  being  charged  at  his 
respective  residence  with  a branch  of  the  same  nego- 
ciation. As  a mere  subscriber  on  public  account  for 
numerous  copies  of  the  Intelligencer,  surely  the  se- 
cretary of  state  had  a right  to  expect  a faithful  per- 
formance of  the  promise  to  publish  documents, 
which,  although  they  had  not  been  sent  directly  from 
that  department  to  the  Intelligencer,  consisted  almost 
entirely  of  papers  exclusively  of  the  resort  of  that 
department,  and  of  absolute  necessity  for  its  use. 

{ And  when  this  expectation  was  disappointed,  under 
| circumstances  so  suspicions  even  with  regard  to  the 
fairness  of  the  editors,  the  only  jurisdiction  assumed 
by  the  secretary  of  state,  was  to  cause  the  papers  to 
be  published  in  another  paper,  and  subsequently  to 
do  the  same  with  two  other  public  documents.” 

iCP’To  certain  parts  of  the  article  from  which 
the  preceding  extracts  were  made,  Messrs  Gales  and 
Seaton  replied,  but  as  in  selecting  I had  more  re* 
gard  to  the  general  facts  as  to  the  convention,  than  a 
reiteration  of  the  charges  against  them,  it  does  not 
seem  requisite  that  I should  publish  their  defence. 
The  following  from  the  “National  Journal11  of  Wed- 
nesday last,  apparently  concludes  the  case — 

‘The  editors  of  the  National  Intelligencer,  intheir 
attack  upon  the  secretary  of  state,  will  be  left  hence- 
forth, to  continue  and  end,  by  the  exhibition  of  the 
same  qualities  with  which  they  began.  As  their  apo- 
logy for  the  misstatement  of  their  first  charge  against 
him,  is  the  disorder  of  their  faculties,  so  that  they 
could  not  understand  Mr.  Brent;  and  as  one  of  their 
excuses  for  breach  of  promise  and  mutilation  of  pub- 
lic documents  is  that  they  had  never  seen  papers  whicli 
they  had  twice  printed;  it  is  unnecessary  to  pursue 
them  through  their  evolutions  to  put  themselves  upon 
the  public  compassion,  and  appear  self  defendants,  in 
transactions  upon  which  they  were  the  first  aggres- 
sors. Ample  indulgence  would  have  been  extended  to 
them,  had  not  their  plea  for  it  been  vitiated,  and  their 
claim  to  it  forfeited,  by  their  perseverance  in  v/anton 
assault.  Had  their  apologies  for  confusion  of  intel- 
lect, and  their  excuses 'for  inadvertencies,  however 
suspicious,  been  unaccompanied  fby  the  repetition  of 
charges  proved  groundless,  they  would  have  been 
credited,  and  freely  and  cheerfully  accepted.  Con- 
fidence impaired,  may  be  restored  by  ingenimis  ac- 
knowledgement. By  another  process,  it  is  extinguish- 
ed for  ever. 

JCjP’The  ajyatjonai  intelligencer”  of  Thursday 
I last,  thus  determines  the  matter  on  the  part  of  the 
I editors  of  that  paper — 

To  our  very  great  satisfaction,  the  secretary  of  state 
I lias  declared,  in  the  National  Journal,  his  determina- 
1 tion  to  end  his  controversy  with  the  National  Intelli- 
| gencer.  As  it  was  very  far  from  being  of  our  seek- 
j ing,  neither  shall  we  prolong  the  “unprofitable  con- 
[ troversy,”  of  the  inequality  of  the  terms  of  'which 
j none  can  have  been  more  sensible  than,  we. 

I In  closing  this  controversy,  the  most  unwelcome  in 
j which  it  has  ever  been  our  fortune  to  be  involved,  we 
can  appeal  with  confidence  to  the  readers  of  this 
i print,  to  the  public  at  large,  and  even  to  the  particu- 
1 lar  friends  of  the  secretary  of  state,  whether  in  its 
I origin  or  progress  we  have  exceeded  the  limits  of  a 
justifiable  self-defence;  whether  we  have  exhibited 
I any  thing  like  wanton  as^au  It  ;and  whether  our  replies, 
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compared  with  the  strictures  of  the  secretary,  have 
not  been  characterized  by  an  obvious  and  studied  for- 
bearance. We  sought  not  to  wound  the  secretary, 
either  in  his  official  or  personal  capacity,  but  to  pro- 
tect a good  name,  which  no  one  can  surrender  with- 
out a struggle,  and  which  no  man  knows  better  how 
to  value  than  the  elevated  individual  who  has  deign- 
ed to  assail  ours.  So  far,  indeed,  from  being  con- 
scious of  any  vindictive  feeling  towards  that  eminent 
citizen,  we  can  truly  affirm,  that  the  chief  cause  of 
our  regret  in  this  controversy  has  been  to  see  a great' 
mind,  disciplined  in  the  school  of  learning  and  ex- 
perience, embittered  and  swayed  by  so  slight  a cause. 

We  will  dwell  no  longeron  a theme  so  unpleasant; 
and  although  the  honorable  secretary  informs  us  that 
he  has  withdrawn  his  confidence  from  us  forever , we 
will  only  say  that  that  is  an  extent  of  displeasure 
which  time  seldom  sanctions,  and  we  will  still  hope 
that  this  great  rectifier  of  human  animosities  will  yet 
restore  us  to  the  secretary’s  confidence,  if  not  his  es- 
teem, as  certainly  as  we  shall  forget  his  present  harsh- 
ness, and,  in  despite  of  it,  preserve  our  respect  for 
him,  and  retain  a strong  sense  of  the  courtesy  and  ci- 
vilities we  have  had  the  honor  to  receive  at  his  hands. 

“I  will  see  you  paid.”  A case  was  recently  de- 
cided in  England,  by  which  a debt  of  122 l.  18 s.  was 
recovered  of  a man,  who,  casually,  in  conversation, 
said,  “you  need  not  be  afraid  to  trust  Mr.  Frost;  I’ll 
see  you  paid.”  The  defendant,  it  seems,  only  intended 
to  convey  the  idea  that  he  would  see  the  money  paid 
as  soon  as  his  friend  could  get  it.  But  he  was  legally 
bound  by  the  word  see,  and  had  to  pay  it. 


Naturalization’.  The  following  information,  im- 
portant to  aliens,  wishing  the  benefits  of  naturaliza- 
tion, is  contained  in  the  Franklin  Gazette: 

1.  Any  alien,  being  a free  white  person,  who  has 
resided  within  the  limits  of  the  United  States  five 
years,  and  filed  in  some  competent  court  of  justice, 
his  report  and  declaration  of  intention,  two  years, 
may,  on  application,  be  admitted  a citizen. 

2.  Any  alien,  being  a free  white  person,  who  has 
resided  within  the  limits  and  under  the  jurisdiction 
of  the  United  States  before  the  29th  of  January,  1 795, 
or  at  any  time  between  the  ISth  day  of  June,  179S, 
and  the  14th  day  of  April,  lS02,may,  on  application, 
be  immediately  naturalized,  without  the  preliminary 
formalities  of  a report  and  declaration,  required  in 
other  cases. 

3.  Any  alien,  being  a free  white  person,  who  arriv- 
ed and  has  resided  in  the  United  States  three  years 
before  his  arriving  at  the  age  of  21  years,  and,  includ- 
ing the  three  years  of  his  minority,  five  years  alto- 
gether, may,  on  petition  to  some  competent  tribunal, 
be  immediately  admitted  to  become  a citizen. 

Evidence  of  either  of  the  above  facts,  as  the  case 
may  be.  must  be  given  at  the  time  of  admission,  as 
also  of  the  moral  character  and  republican  principles 
of  applicants:  the  competency  of  which  will  be  de- 
termined by  the  court. 

The  new  tariff.  Joseph  Anderson,  comptroller 
of  the  treasury,  has  addressed  the  following  commu- 
nication to  Mr.  Degrand,  in  reply  to  sundry  applica- 
tions as  to  what  construction  would  be  put  upon  seve- 
ral parts  of  theneitf  tariff: 

Treasury  Department, 
Comptroller's  office,  23 ih,  June,  1824. 

Sir:  I duly  received  your  letters  of  the  11th,  12ib, 
16th  and  22d  inst.  an  answer  to  which  has  been  de- 
layed until  now,  in  order  that  a full  examination 
might  be  made  of  the  operation  of  the  act  of  the  22 d 
ult.  in  relation  to  the  pre-existing  acts  imposing  du- 
ties on  imports. 

The  examination  having  been  made,  I now  do  mv. 


, self  the  pleasure  to  answer  the  several  questions  pro- 
pounded by  you. 

1 Composition  bolts,  rods,  spikes  and  nails,  arc  consider  - 
ed as  coming  under  the  general  classification  of  “all 
manufactures,  not  otherwise  specified,  made  of  brass, 
iron,  steel,  pewter,  lead  or  tin,  or  of  which  either  of 
these  materials  is  a component  material.”  [They  will, 
of  course,  pay  25  per  cent.] 

Still  bottoms , that  is,  those  which  are  merely  cut 
round  and  turned  up  at  the  edge,  cannot  be  consider- 
ed “vessels  of  copper,”  within  the  meaning  of  the 
law;  but  should  be  charged  with  duty  as  a non-enu- 
merated  article — [15  per  cent.] 

Cutting  knives. — Neither  curriers’  knives  nor  draw- 
ing knives  are  considered  as  coming  under  that  de- 
nomination. The  term  cutting  knives,  technically  ap- 
plies to  knives  used  for  cutting  straw,  called  straw 
\ knives,  or  knives  used  for  cutting  hay,  are  equally  in- 
1 eluded  in  the  term.  [Straw  knives  will,  of  course, 

| pay  30  per  cent.] 

j Oakum  and  old  junk , are  considered  in  the  light  of 
I non-enumerated  articles,  and  will  pay  15  per  cent, 
j Cannon  of  cast  iron. — By  the  act  of  22d  April,  1816, 

I cannon  having  been  subjected  to  the  same  rate  of  duly 
Jas  manufactures  of  brass,  copper,  iroD,  steel,  &c.  cr 
| of  which  either  of  them  r the  material  of  chief  value, 
i it  is  not  conceived,  from  the  general  principles  which 
j governed  in  adopting  the  new  tariff,  that  it  was  intend- 
ed it  should  pay  a less  duty  than  such  manufactures, 
under  that  tariff.  In  fact,  the  operation  of  boring  can- 
non may  fairly  be  considered  as  constituting  them 
manufactures  of  iron.  [And  pay  25  per  cent.] 

Bottles. — The  paragraph  in  the  act  of  22d  ult.  re- 
specting bottles  commences  as  follows:  “On  black 
glass  bottles,  not  exceeding  the  capacity  of  one  quart, 
two  dollars  per  groce;  on  bottles,  exceeding  one 
quart  and  not  more  than  two  quarts,  two  dollars  and 
fifty  cents  per  groce,”  &c. 

Although  the  words  “black  glass”  are  omitted  in 
the  second  section  of  the  paragraph,  yet  it  is  the  opi- 
nion of  this  department,  to  be  the  correct  construc- 
tion of  that  paragraph,  to  consider  it  as  relating  to. 
and  to  be  a continuation  of,  one  and  the  same  subject, 
namely  “black  glass  bottles.” 

Bottles  other  than  black  glass  bottles,  must,  there- 
fore, be  considered  as  coming  under  that  clause  of  the 
law  in  these  words,  “on  all  other  articles  of  glass,” 
&c. 

Manufactures  of  silk , coming  from  beyond  the  Cape 
of  Good  Hope,  &c.  I concur  with  the  collector  in 
his  construction  of  the  law  relative  to  silk  goods, 
namely,  that  the  place  of  manufacture  must  deter- 
mine the  place  whence  silk  goods  must  be  considered 
as  having  come.  Respectfully, 

JOS.  ANDERSON,  Comptroller. 
Mr.  P.  P-  F.  Degrand,  Boston. 

PRESIDENTIAL. 

I Jin  error!  Speaking  of  the  presidency,  a southern 
j paper  says — ^Pennsylvania  at  this  time  is  preferring  her 
I undoubted  right  to  a portion  of  the  national  power in 
| the  support  of  Mr.  Gallatin.  Out  of  the  twenty-eight 
senators  and  representatives  which  Pennsylvania  had 
in  congress,  only  three  attended  the  caucus  to  make 
I a nomination  of  him,  and  one  of  the  three  has  yielded 
I up  his  opinion  to  the  public  sentiment — and  there  is 
j nothing  to  come  more  morally  certain,  than  that  Mr. 
j Gallatin  will  not  receive  one  vote  in  this  state  for  the. 
jvice  presidency  of  the  United  States.  Mr.  Calhoun 
| will  receive  every  vote  in  Pennsylvania,  and,  with 
apparent  certainty,  be  chosen  vice  president,  without 
the  intervention  of  the  senate. 

Walter  Foncai'd,csq.  one  of  the  two  representatives 
j in  congress  from  Pennsylvania  who  attended  the  con- 
gressional caucus  in  February  last,  has  addressed  a 
I circular  letter  to  his  constituents  in  relation  to  that 
'meeting,  &c.  After  noticing  a variety  of  politico..! 
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movements  in  Pennsylvania  that  seemed  to  indicate  a 
desire  in  the  people  that  a caucus  should  be  held,  he 
says — 

“The  sentiments  of  Pennsylvania  had  not  been  de- 
finitely ascertained;  delegates  had  not  been  chosen  to 
attend  the  convention  which  met  at  Harrisburg  on 
the  fourth  of  March;  nor  could  1 anticipate  that  that 
convention  would  feel  any  hostility  in  a caucus.  From 
The  lights  I then  had,  the  conviction  was  fairly  autho- 
rized that  this  measure  was  desirable,  and  that  what- 
ever might  have  been  the  predilections  of  individuals 
respecting  the  different  candidates,  a majority  of  the 
party  were  agreed  in  favor  of  it.  Let  any  man  place 
himself  in  my  situation,  and  say  if  his  convictions 
would  have  been  otherwise.  I think  that  more  than 
one  member  of  the  Harrisburg  convention  will  bear 
testimony  that  he  himself  had  been  in  favor  of  a cau- 
cus at  no  very  long  period  prior  to  the  fourth  of 
March,  but  finding  after  it  had  been  held,  that  the 
current  of  public  opinion  was  setting  strongly  against 
it,  had  deferred  to  the  better  judgement  of  his  neigh- 
bors. It  is  well.  If  there  be  no  overt  act  in  the  way, 
conversion  from  one  set  of  opinions  to  another  is  easy 
enough  at  any  stage  of  a controversy.  Whether  my 
attendance  at  the  caucus  makes  me  better  or  worse 
than  those  who  did  not,  because  they  could  not  attend, 
is  a question  for  political  casuists  to  settle.  I have  a 
right,  however,  to  insist  that  no  political  sin  of  mine 
should  be  punished  by  accessaries  before  the  fact. 

But  it  is  useless  to  speculate  upon  what  others 
would  have  done  in  my  situation:  what  I have  done, 
has  been  done  frankly,  openly  and  honestly.  The 
despicable  artifice  of  ingratiating  myself  with  the 
people  by  pretending  to  have  been  what  I was  not,  shall 


This  opinion  may  have  been  erroneous.  It  rested 
on  nothing  better  than  conjecture,  but  still  it  was 
honestly  entertained.  And  I must  be  allowed  to  .-ay 
that  even  a groundless  solicitude  in  matters  which 
ccrn  the  welfare  of  the  people  is  not  to  be  marked  as 
criminal.  But  although  I voted  for  Mr.  Crawford, 
the  presidential  election  was  not  a Subject  of  great 
anxiety.  Nor  docs  my  conduct  on  that  occasion  im- 
port the  slightest  hostility  to  general  Jackson.  To- 
wards him  I never  cherished  any  other  feeling  than 
that  of  sincere  veneration.  There  is  no  reason  for 
believing  that  he  would  countenance  measures  ad- 
verse to  the  interests  of  my  constituents;  tho  very 
contrary  is  my  belief.  I f they  prefer  general  Jackson 
before  any  other  candidate,  I feel  no  repugnance  to 
their  wishes.  But  there  is  another  consideration 
which  has  weight  with  me:  the  preference  evinced 
by  them  for  gen.  Jackson  is  the  unconstrained,  spon- 
taneous sentiment  of  gratitude  for  distinguished  ser- 
vices. It  is  natural;  it  is  honorable;  it  is  allied  to  the 
love  of  country,  of  that  country  which  he  has  defended. 
There  is  a purity,  an  elevation,  in  this  sentiment, 
which  must  extort  the  respect  cf  every  man.  I pro- 
fess myself  to  be  incapable  of  opposing  it.  My  duty 
does  not  require  it.  I will  therefore  yield  to  the  icishes 
of  my  constituents  in  favor  of  the  man  who  they  'prefer .. 

The  penalties  which  await  this  declaration  haye 
been  well  considered,  but  it  has  not  been  made  under 
a pledge  of  supportfrom  any  quarter,  nor  is  it  the  off- 
spring of  disappointment.  It  was  due  to  the  people; 
and  to  them  it  is  directed.  I feel  that  I am  under 
many  obligations  to  those  among  whom  I have  lived 
so  long,  and  from  whom  I have  received  so  many 
proofs  of  kindness  and  of  confidence,  nor  will  I be 


not  be  resorted  to  by  me.  I was  myself  in  favor  of  separated  from  them  upon  a question  of  mere  expe- 
a caucus,  and,  although  I was  at  no  pains  to  reconcile  j diency,  in  which  I can  have  no  interest  that  is  not 
others  to  my  opinion,  yet  they  were  freelj  expressed  j identified  with  theirs.  Should  the  election  devolve  on 
in  my  correspondence  with  the  friends  of  the  measure.  | the  house  of  representatives,  of  which  l shall  con- 
All  this  may  have  been  wrong,  but  all  this  was  honest;  tinue  to  be  a member  until  the  fourth  of  March  next, 
and  I can  aver  that  I never  joined  in  any  assembly  j my  duty  would  require  that  the  people  of  the  district 
with  motives  more  pure  and  disinterested.  Had  I should  be  faithfully  represented.  My  course  in  the 


any  design  of  controlling  the  suffrages  of  my  fellow- 
citizens.  or  invading  the  rights  of  any  man?  Did  I 
believe,  or  affect  to  believe,  that  the  nomination  then 
made,  or  any  other  nomination,  would  be  binding  on 
the  people?  Far  from  it.  I have  not  required  of 
them  a slavish  adherence  to  the  opinion  of  a caucus. 
When  I shall  have  done  this,  it  will  be  time  enough  to 
censure  me  for  an  improper  interference  with  their 


mean  time  ought  not  to  be  different,  and  whatever  de- 
traction may  urge  to  the  contrary,  I know  that  this 
resolution  accords  with  consistency  and  with  honor. 

Walter  Forward. 

Pittsburgh , June  28,  1S24. 

JVfit e-Jersey.  At  a meeting  of  the  people  of  New 
Brunswick,  the  vote  was  as  follows:  for  Mr.  Adams 

Mr.  Calhoun 


...  Tr  , , ..  , 62,  gen.  Jackson,  19,  and  Mr.  Clay  2. 

privileges.  If  others  have  done  this,  they  must  answer  wasoreC0mmended  for  the  vice  presidency, 
tor  themselves.  I did  not  attend  the  caucus  as  a par- 

lizan  for  any  candidate.  On  the  contrary,  I felt  my-  Delaware.  The  poll  that  was  opened  at  Wilming- 
sclf  at  liberty  to  support  others  in  preference  to  the  ; ton  and  Newark  has  been  closed,  and  an  aggregate  of 
candidates  nominated,  if  I should  think  proper  so  to  the  votes  is  thus  given:  for  Jackson  335,  Adams  169, 
do.  That  liberty  is  still  claimed.  With  one  of  the  Crawford  9.  The  people  of  this  state  are  undoubt- 
candidates,  I had  not  the  slightest  personal  acquain-  against  a caucus. 

tance,  and  with  the  other  I had  never  had  two  hours  j Ohio.  At  a meeting  of  the  people  of  Trumbull  ccun- 
eonversation,  except  upon  the  particular  business  ty,  held  at  Warren,  during  a late  session  of  the  court, 
ronfided  to  the  committee  of  which  I was  a member,  a vote  was  taken  on  the  presidential  question,  with 
It  is  scarcely  necessary  to  add,  that  I had  nothing  to  the  following  result:  for  Mr.  Adams  1 15,  gen.  Jack- 
gain  or  lose  by  the  event  of  the  presidential  contest,  son  10,  Mr.  Clay  5,  Mr.  Crawford  3.  For  vice  presi- 
Is  there  any  mysterious  reason,  above  the  reach  of  dent,  gen.  Jackson  received  2S,  Mr.  Calhoun  23,  Mr. 
roy  poor  sagacity,  why  the  mere  fact  of  attending  a Clinton  14,  and  there  were  6 scattering.  After  which 
raucus,  no  matter  with  what  motives,  should  doom  a resolution  was  passed  for  the  support  of  Mr.  Adams, 
the  luckless  offender  to  an  irrepealable  reprobation? : At  a muster  of  the  militia  officers  of  the  3rd  brigade, 

But  I voted  for  Mr.  Crawford!  True:  I did  vote  in  Butler  county,  a ballot  was  had,  and  gen.  Jackson 
for  him.  and  as  I cannot  afford  to  buy  even  “golden  received  90  votes,  Mr.  Clay  13  and  Mr.  Adams  3. 

opinions”  at  the  expense  of  truth,  my  reasons  shall  j 

he  assigned.  I was  required  to  represent  the  “party  foreign  news. 

equally,”  without  reference  to  any  particular  section  I Great  Britain  and  Ireland.  The  price  of  grain  was 


of  the  union,  and  I believed  the  number  in  favor  of  ! rising  on  the  9th  of  June — wheat  G3s.  10 d.  per  quar- 
Mr.  Crawford  to  be  greater  than  that  in  favor  of  any  : ter — lOOObbls.  American  flour  were  sold  at  Liverpool 
other  candidate.  I thoughthim  to  he,  what  I still  think  i for  21s. 


him  to  be,  a great  and  an  honest  man.  His  election;  The  quantity  of  sugar  annually  consumed  in  the 
appeared  to  my  mind  to  have  some  connection  with  kingdom  of  Great  Britain,  is  estimated  at  about 
the  policy  of  a rigid  economy  in  the  administration  1 160,000  tons. 

of  the  government.  I There  are  considerable  fluctuations  in  the  price  of 
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the  British  stocks;  and  the  value  of  foreign  stocks  is 
very  unsteady. 

France.  The  ministers  have  been  defeated  in  their 
financial  schemes  in  the  chamber  of  peers,  by  a con- 
siderable majority;  rentes  immediately  fell  two  per 
cent. 

Spam.  There  is  much  apprehension  of  the  scarcity 
of  grain  in  this  kingdom — indeed,  something  like  a 
/amine  is  spoken  of,  and  the  inquisition  is  sitting  day  and 
night  to  make  out  a list  of  prohibited  books — so  there  is 
a miserable  prospect  both  as  to  the  body  and  the  mind 
of  the  Spanish  people. 

Jllgiers.  It  is  stated  that  the  dey  has  accepted  the 
terms  proposed  by  the  British.  We  feel  something 
like  pride  in  believing  that  it  was  the  little  “fir  built” 
navy,  with  bits  of  “striped  bunting  at  the  mast 
head,”  that  opened  the  way  for  the  present  favorite 
mode  of  negotiating  with  the  Barbary  states. 

Ionian  islands.  The  following  is  a part  of  the  pro- 
clamation of  Sir  Frederick  Adam,  on  assuming  the 
functions  of  “Lord  High  Commissioner”  of  these  is- 
lands: 

“His  excellency,  on  entering  upon  the  office  gra- 
ciously confided  to  him  by  his  Britannic  majesty,  and 
thereby  becoming  the  organ  of  his  majesty’s  unceas- 
ing paternal  care  for  the  inhabitants  of  these  islands, 
cannot  conceal  his  want  of  confidence  in  his  ability 
to  execute  these  benevolent  intentions,  and  this  dis- 
trust is  the  more  increased,  when  he  reflects  that  he 
has  been  chosen  by  his  majesty,  to  succeed  the  dis- 
tinguished person,  whose  memory  will  be  ever  dear 
to  these  islands,  and  whose  loss  can  be  no  more  ade- 
quately repaired  than  sufficiently  lamented. 

“But  while  his  excellency  is  profoundly  and  sin- 
cerely penetrated  by  these  feelings,  he  cherishes 
the  confidence  that  he  shall  be  able,  at  least  to  a cer- 
tain degree,  to  fulfil  the  benevolent  intentions  of  the 
supreme  protector,  as  his  efforts  will  be  directed  to 
act  on  the  same  principles  and  in  the  same  spirit 
which  guided  all  the  actions  bf  his  esteemed  succes- 
sor in  fulfilling  his  majestyjs  intentions. 

“His  excellency  the  lord  commissioner,  also  de- 
rives courage  from  the  perfect  conviction  that  every 
endeavor,  which  has  for  its  object  the  welfare  and 
prosperity  of  the  Ionian  people,  will  find  an  effectual 
support  in  the  wisdom  of  the  executive  power,  and  the 
patriotism  of  the  Ionian  parliament,  and  that  the  zeal 
of  the  government  in  promoting  the  welfare  of  the 
Ionian  people,  will  produce  the  happiest  results,  se- 
conded by  the  fidelity  and  attachment  which  this 
people  have  always  manifested  towards  their  govern- 
ment, and  their  supreme  protector,  to  whose  pater- 
nal care  they  are  indebted  for  the  constitution  under 
which  they  live.” 

Jamaica.  The  report  of  an  insurrection  of  the 
blacks  is  confirmed,  and  some  of  the  particulars  have 
reached  us.  The  plan  appears  to  have  been  pretty 
extensive,  and,  for  a short  time,  had  a formidable  ap- 
pearance; the  negroes,  in  some  instances,  abandoned 
the  estates  and  committed  certain  excesses,  but  they 
were  reduced  to  order,  by  the  promptness  of  the  mi- 
litary, without  loss  of  the  life  of  one  white  person, 
and  with  that  of  only  a few  of  the  slaves.  The 
“saints”  are  blamed  for  this  disturbance. 


CHRONICLE. 

The  U.  S.  schooner  Grampus , lieut.  com.  Sloat,  has 
arrived  at  New-York. 

A steam  ferry  boat , at  New  York,  lately  burst  her 
boiler,  while  lying  at  the  wharf,  though  it  was  made 
of  copper  and  on  the  low  pressure  principle,  by  which 
a young  lady,  aged  about  19,  was  killed,  and  two  or 
three  other  persons  severely  scalded.  The  safety 
valve  is  said  to  have  been  open  at  the  time — but  the 
passage  of  the  steam  is  supposed  to  have  been  some- 
how obstructed, — perhaps  with  salt. 


A moicing  machine  is  spoken  ©f  in  Pennsylvania  th a* 
will  cut  an  acre  of  grass  in  an  hour. 

Coal.  A Philadelphia  paper  states,  that  “there  is 
now,  and  for  some  considerable  time  has  been,  on  an 
average,  an  hundred  tons  of  [Lehigh]  coal  a day  land- 
ing at  the  river  bank  from  Mauch  Chunck.” 

The  price  of  a ton  of  twenty  eight  bushels,  is  from 
$S  to  §8  40.  It  is  said  that  Susquehannah  coal,  of  the 
same  quality  as  the  Lehigh,  can  be  brought  to  Balti- 
more and  sold  for  twenty  five  per  cent,  less  then  the 
Philadelphia  price:  but  with  us,  capital  has  not  yet 
been  directed  to  this  important  subject. 

The  weather.  The  southern  papers  speak  of  the 
excessive  heat  that  prevailed  about  the  80th  of  June. 
At  Cheraw,  S.C.  the  thermometer  ranged,  for  six  suc- 
cessive days,  as  follows,  in  the  shade — 90,  94, 103,  105 
and  100.  At  Charleston  paper  says  that  an  “atmos- 
phere of  fire”  was  felt  in  that  city,  and  that  several 
persons  had  fallen  victims  to  the  excessive  heat.  At 
1 1 o’clock  at  night,  and  the  house  open,  the  thermome- 
ter stood  at  92. 

A letter  from  Waite rborough,  (near  Charleston) 
dated  July  6th,  says — “The  heat  of  the  weather,  in 
this  place,  during  the  last  week,  has  been  hitherto 
unprecedented.  On  the  27th,  28th  and  29th  of  the 
last  month,  the  thermometer  ranged  from  90  to  9S  dgs. 
and  on  the  30th  it  was  as  high  as  104. 

The  following  are  the  observations  taken  from 
Fahrenheit’s  thermometer,  which  was  suspended  in 


the  coolest  situation  in  my  house: 

June  30 — At  half  past  10,  the  Mercury  stood  93 

At  twelve,  98 

At  half  past  one,  100 

From  two  to  four,  104 

From  half  past  four  to  half  past  five,  100 

At  six,  9S 

At  half  past  eight,  90 

At  half  past  ten,  85 

July  1 — At  eight,  S8 

At  nine,  90 

At  twelve,  97 


At  which  it  continued  until  two,  when,  a hail  storm 
occurring,  it  fell  to  82  degrees. 

The  hail  was  of  uncommon  size,  many  particles 
measuring  five  inches  in  circumference. 

The  heat  of  the  atmosphere  was  peculiarly  oppres- 
sive; cows  and  dogs  were  seen  going  from  the  shade 
of  one  tree  to  that  of  another,  apparently  much  dis- 
tressed; and  every  article  of  furnil'ire  communicated 
to  the  touch  a sense  of  heat.  Our  village,  however, 
continues  very  healthy.  The  crops  in  the  vicinity  of 
W alterborough,  (and  particularly  the  provision),  are 
very  much  injured  in  consequence  of  drought.” 

Curiosity  in  Canada.  Near  the  top  of  the  mountain, 
under  the  first  cliff  of  rocks,  about  a mile  and  a half 
from  the  road  leading  to  Niagara,  is  situated  a large 
cave,  within  which,  about  a rod  from  its  mouth, 
is  a spring  which  flows  the  whole  year.  About  the 
end  of  March,  the  water  issuing  from  the  rocks 
freezes,  forming  large  pieces  of  ice,  during  the  heat 
of  summer,  the  ice  continues  to  form;  in  the  fall  of  the 
year  about  the  end  of  September,  as  the  weather 
gets  cooler,  the  ice  disappears,  and  there  is  no  ice  form- 
ed during  the  cold  winter  months,  until  the  ensuing 
spring.  The  water  is  quite  pure  issuing  out  of  the 
rock. 

In  Xcw  Orleans,  there  are  now  upwards  of  two 
thousand  ornamental  trees,  planted  in  four  rows 
around  the  city  for  the  comfort  of  the  citizens. — 
Among  them  is  the  live  oak. 

Longevity.  Mr.  Editor:  I have  noticed  in  several 
papers,  within  a few  months  past,  accounts  of  the 
longevity  of  some  particular  families;  but  in  no  one 
do  1 recollect  an  instance  where  so  large  a number 
belonging  to  one  family,  whose  united  ages  form  so 
great  an  aggregate  and  average  as  the  following: 
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William  Peters,  (the  father),  died  about  the  year 


Joseph  Peters, 

Benjamin  r 
Mary 
Adam 
Eve 

Tahpunis 
Andrew 
Nathan 
Finis 

Jethro  (still  living)  born  June  13,  1745,  is  80 


ge  of 
),  died  in 

1796,  aged 

85 

93 

years 

ere 

d Feb.  13, 

1800,  “ 

71 

u 

July 

1803,  “ 

72 

« 

May  l 

1813,  “ 

81 

cc 

March 

1813,  “ 

79 

Dec.  1 

1823,  “ 

87 

CC 

Nov.  25 

1817,  “ 

77 

“ 

Feb.  5 

1322,  “ 

SO 

u 

Feb. 

1824,  “ 

77 

cc 

Dec.  16 

1822,  “ 

73 

u 

955  years 

By  which  it  appears  that  the  average  age  of  the 
ten  children  of  William  and  Hannah  Peters,  rather  j 
exceeds  77  years  and  8 months — and  the  average  age 
of  the  family,  (the  parents  included),  is  exactly  79 
years  and  7 months — an  instance  of  longevity,  in  one 
family,  which  probably  has  never  been  equalled  in 
this  country.  „ 

The  particular  account  of  the  births  and  deaths  of 
the  above  family  was  handed  me  a few  days  since,  by 
the  venerable  Jethro  Peters,  the  only  suviving  mem- 
ber of  it.  He  appears  very  hale  for  a person  of  his 
age,  and  the  day  he  completed  his  80th  year,  travelled 
on  foot  the  distance  of  13  miles.  The  family  former- 
ly belonged  to  Medfield,  where  the  heads  of  it,  and 
some  of  the  members  lie  buried,  and  where  some  of 
its  respectable  descendants  now  live.  I have  bad  a 
personal  and  pleasing  acquaintance  with  many  of 
them.  Yours,  J.  H.  [New  England  Galaxy. 


Russian  State  Paper. 


FROM  THE  NEW  YORK  EVENING  POST. 

The  following  official  document  of  the  court  of  St. 
Petersburg,  respecting  the  affairs  of  Greece,  appears 
in  the  Paris  Constitutionel  of  the  31st  May.  It  is  there 
given  in  the  shape  of  a letter,  from  a correspondent; 
but,  from  its  diplomatic  character,  and  the  previous 
corresponding  rumours  as  to  the  intentions  of  the 
holy  alliance,  we  conceive  it  may  be  regarded  as  a 
genuine  document.  We  wish  it  may  turn  out  other- 
wise; for,  viewing  it  as  containing  a development  of  | 
the  project  of  this  unholy  league  it  establishes  the 
melancholy  fact,  that  they  consider  the  independence 
of  Greece  incompatible  with  their  own  safety,  and 
that,  therefore,  it  is  time  measures  should  be  taken 
to  prevent  it. 

Bremen,  May  15 th,  1824. 

Extract  from  the  memorial  of  St.  Petersburg,  on  the 
pacification  of  Greece,  sent  abroad  the  present 
year. 

The  emperor,  after  the  efforts  made  in  the  south  of 
F.urope,  to  crush  the  germs  of  discord  that  had  made 
such  a dangerous  progress,  thinks  the  period  arrived 
for  him  to  attend  to  the  means  of  pacifying  the  Le- 
vant. It  becomes  necessary  to  draw  to  a close  the 
troubles  of  Greece;  they  are  of  a highly  injurious  in- 
fluence on  the  commerce  of  Russia,  in  the  Levant,  by 
paralyzing  the  industry  of  many  provinces  of  the 
Russian  empire.  The  emperor  has  undergone  im- 
mense sacrifices,  through  his  love  of  peace,  and  his 
desire  of  consolidating  the  ties  by  which  he  is  bound 
to  his  allies.  Through  the  able  management  of 
lord  Strangford,  however,  the  Porte  has  been  brought 
to  consent  tosatisfy  the  just  claims  of  Russia.  Upon 
which,  the  emperor  has  despatched  the  state  coun- 
sellor, Mintziakay,  to  Constantinople.  In  .not  send 
ing  an  ambassador  to  Czcrnowitz,  as  ‘announced, 
he  is  actuated  by  considerations  of  the  deepest  im- 
portance. The  Turks  could  not  fail  to  consider  the 
presence  of  an  ambassador  as  a decisive  triumph 


over  the  Greeks;  and  yet,  should  the  struggle  conntinue 
wrhat  would  be  the  result?  In  every  case  of  success 
on  the  part  of  the  Greeks,  the  Russian  ambassador 
would  certainly  become  an  object  of  suspicion  to  the 
Divan;  he  would  be  supposed  to  hold  communica- 
tion with  its  revolted  subjects,  and  his  situation  would 
be  precisely  that  of  Baron  de  Irogonoff,  at  the  time  of 
the  criminal  enterprize  of  the  princess  Ypsilanti. — 
The  protestations  of  the  ambassador  were  disregard- 
ed, and  he  was  obliged  to  quit  Constantinople. — 
Should  the  Turks  be  victorious,  how  could  the  Rus- 
sian ambassador  remain  to  witness  the  horrid  ex- 
cesses and  cruelties,  in  which  that  barbarous  nation 
would  of  course  indulge?  His  presence  would  sanc- 
tion a calumnious  interpretation  of  the  sentiments  of 
the  emperor,  and  occasion  an  opinion  that  it  was  his 
intention  to  replace  the  Greeks  under  the  yoke  of 
barbarian  despotism,  and  rank  Mahometans  with 
Christians. 

On  the  other  hand,  it  is  essential  that  those  powers 
who  have  succeeded  in  repressing  revolution  and 
anarchy  in  the  two  peninsulas,  should  not  find  the 
cause  of  the  Greeks  strengthened  by  the  accession  of 
the  revolutionists  of  the  countries  where  order  has 
been  re-established.  It  is  only  through  the  prompt 
co-operation  of  the  allies  that  it  will  be  possible  to 
prevent  a still  stronger  succession  of  evils,  and,  stop 
the  effusion  of  blood,  already  sufficiently  shed  in 
three  campaigns.  In  all  probability,  a fourth  cannot 
bring  more  efficient  or  decisive  results.  The  Porte, 
stimulated  by  the  recollection  of  ancient  achievments, 
obstinately  refuses  to  be  satisfied  with  less  than  ab- 
solute sovereignty;  the  Greeks,  inured  by  three  years 
of  assistance  and  success,  are  intent  on  absolute  in- 
dependence. The  solution  of  the  problem  must  be 
between  these  two  extremes.  The  Russian  cabinet 
propose  the  following  terms  of  pacification,  as  a just 
mean  between  exaggerated  and  opposing  pretensions, 
and  which  will  insure  to  the  Greeks  guarantees  now 
necessary;  to  the  Turks  useful  and  positive  advan- 
tages in  place  of  a sovereignty  liable  to  disaffection 
and  resistance. 


It  is  calculated,  that,  in  accordance  with  examples 
drawn  from  usages  of  Turkey  herself,  their  prin- 
cipalities may  be  established  in  the  continent  of 
Greece.  The  first,  to  be  composed  of  Thessaly, 
Boetia  and  Attica,  or  eastern  Greece.  The  second, 
of  the  ancient  Venitian  border  on  the  Adriatic,  that 
portion  excepted  which  belongs  to  Austria;  of  Epirus 
and  Acarnaniat  or  western  Greece.  The  third,  of 
the  Morea,  to  wffiich  might  be  added  Candia,  or 
southern  Greece.  The  Isles  to  be  subjected  to  mu- 
nicipal regulations  and  governed  nearly  as  they  have 
been  heretofore. 

In  14G5,  the  Turks,  having  conquered  Wallaehia, 
established  therein  princes,  acknowledging  the  Divan 
as  their  head,  with  the  privilege,  however,  of  not  re- 
ceiving Ottoman  troops.  In  1530,  Soliman  I.  after 
conquering  Moldavia,  granted  it  the  same  privileges. 
Latterly,  these  privileges  were  modified,  extended 
and  placed  under  the  safe-guard  of  Russia.  In  1774, 
Mustapha  III.  wished  to  erect  the  Morea  into  a prin- 
cipality; unfortunately  he  died  the  same  year,  and 
the  design  wTas  abandoned.  It  will  be  objected,  per- 
haps, that  the  porte  has  always  been  decidedly  averse 
to  foreign  intervention  in  the  course  of  the  last  ne~ 
gociations.  The  annals  of  anterior  times,  however, 
furnish  examples  of  foreign  intervention  admitted  by 
the  Divan.  In  1774,  at  the  peace  of  Kamardgi;  in 
1779  and  1S02  also  the  intervention  of  Russia  and 
Prussia  was  allowed. 

It  is  the  belief  of  Russia,  that  the  Greeks  cannot 
reasonably  carry  their  hopes  any  farther.  They 
would  enjoy  a perfect  unrestrained  freedom  of  trade, 
and  have  their  own  flag.  The  Greek  patriarch,  who 
should  continue  to  roside  at  Constantinople,  would 
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be,  in  a manner,  a representative  of  the  Greecian  na- 
tion. The  Turks  should  still  garrison  some  fortresses, 
with  a line  drawn,  however,  beyond  which  they 
might  not  pass.  There  would  be  besides  neither 
pacha  nor  governor,  but  each  of  the  principalities 
would  pay  tribute  proportioned  to  its  wealth  and 
extent — the  regulations  relative  to  the  internal  or- 
ganization would  form  the  object  of  a second  negocia- 
tion  between  the  contracting  powers.  The  porte 
would  find  a certain  advantage  in  a negociation.  A 
further  campaign  will,  in  all  probability,  be  as  little 
favorable  to  Turkey  as  the  preceding;  while  the  pro- 
posed arrangement  will  insure  to  her  peace  and  tran- 
quility, and  regular  revenues  from  the  tribute  of  the 
several  principalities — Her  repose  has  been  ever  dis- 
turbed by  revolts  among  the  pachas,  who  besides  ap- 
propriated to  their  own  use  the  treasure  they  wrested 
from  the  people.  Of  those  revolts  and  insurrections 
of  ambitious  or  rapacious  pachas,  the  adoption  of  this 
measure  would  relieve  her.  Mahomet,  11.  allowed 
the  isles  to  be  simply  tributary.  This  same  mode 
of  accommodation,  induced  between  the  porte  and 
Greece,  would  give  the  allied  powers  the  advantage 
of  securing  the  enfranchisement  of  Greece,  without 
deviating  from  the  principles  that  form  the  basis  of 
their  policy,  and  without  apparently  wishing  to  favor 
prospects  of  absolute  independence. 

Russia,  therefore,  proposes,  1st.  To  approve  of  the 
suggestions  expressed  in  this  memorial;  2d,  To  agree 
that  analogous  instructions  be  addressed  to  the  am- 
bassadors and  allied  ministers  at  Constantinople;  3d, 
To  leave  to  those  ministers  all  necessary  latitude; 
4th,  To  agree  that  all  the  parts  of  this  plan  for  paci- 
fication, proposed  by  the  alliance,  be  communicated 
by  them  successively;  5th,  To  inform  the  ministers, 
that,  in  persuading  the  porte  to  adopt,  the  principle  of 
an  intervention  or  mediation,  they  will  conform  to  the 
views  of  the  allies?  That  it  is  necessary  to  impress 
upon  the  porte,  that  the  erection  of  three  principali- 
ties, would  diminish  the  collective  strength  of  Greece, 
and  that  as  the  porte  would  have  the  nomination  of 
the  hospodars,  princes,  or  other  rules,  it  would,  by 
that,  secure  the  interest  of  the  most  important  fami- 
lies among  the  Greeks. 

Translated  for  the  Evening  Post  from  the  Paris  Constir 
tutionel,  of  21  st  May. 

^ Bremen,  May  15. 

(private  correspondence.) 

You  have  already  often  entertained  your  readers 
with  the  rumors  of  proposed  arrangements  between 
Turkey  and  Greece,  brought  about  by  Russia.  Your 
information  was  indeed,  exact  enough,  but  to  give  you 
a better  chance  of  appr  eciating  the  proposals  of  Rus- 
sia, I send  you  the  text  of  one  of  her  diplomatic  notes; 
an  official  extract  from  the  memorial  of  the  cabinet 
of  St  Petersburg,  on  the  pacification  of  Greece,  sent 
abroad  during  the  present  year,  1824.  I shall  send 
you  also,  as  soon  as  possible,  the  answers  to  this 
note  of  the  courts  of  Austria  and  England,  who,  as 
you  may  readily  believe,  are  by  no  means  willing  to 
admit  the  utility  or  necessity  for  any  other  power 
than  Russia  to  found  new  and  separate  principalities; 
which  course  also  would  prevent  Greece  from  ever  be- 
coming strong  enough  to  stand  by  her  own  resources, 
without  requiring  the  protection  of  Russia  and  from 
forming  with  her  detached  provinces  one  combined 
and  independent  nation,  thus  realizing  the  ancient 
designs  of  Russia  on  the  cast. 


Suppression  of  the  Slave  Trade. 

NE&OCIATIONS  l OR  THE  SUPPRESSION  OF  TIIE  AFRICAN 
SLAVE  TRADE. 

House  of  representatives,  February , 28 lh.  1823. 
Peso! red,  That  the  president  of  the  United  States 


be  requested  to  enter  upon,  and  prosecute,  from  time 
to  time,  such  negociations  with  the  several  mari- 
time powers  of  Europe  and  America,  as  he  may  deem 
expedient  for  the  effectual  abolition  of  the  African 
slave  trade,  and  its  ultimate  denunciation,  as  piracy, 
under  the  law  of  nations,  by  the  consent  of  the  civi- 
lized world. 

Passed  in  the  affirmative — Yeas,  131,  Nays,  9. 

House  of  representatives,  January  21th,  1S24. 
Resolved,  That  the  president  of  the  U.  States  be  re- 
quested to  communicate  to  this  house  such  part  as  he 
may  not  deem  it  inexpedient  to  divulge,  of  any  corres- 
pondence or  negociation  which  he  may  have  institut- 
ed with  any  foreign  government,  since  the  28th  Feb- 
ruary last,  in  compliance  with  a request  contained  in 
a resolution  of  the  house  of  representatives  of  that 
date,  relative  to  the  denunciation  of  the  African  slave 
trade  as  piracy. 

Message  from  the  president  of  the  United  States,  trans- 
mitting the  information  required  by  a resolution  of  the 
house  of  representatives,  of  the  27 th  January  last,  in  re- 
lation to  the  suppression  of  the  African  slave  trade. 

To  the  house  of  representatives: 

I transmit,  herewith,  to  the  house  of  representa- 
tives, a report  from  the  secretary  of  state,  with  the 
papers  therein  referred  to,  in  compliance  with  a re- 
solution of  that  house,  of  27th  January  last. 
Washington,  12th  March,  1824. 

JAMES  MONROE. 


Department  of  state, 
Washington,  1 8th  March,  1824. 

The  secretary  of  state,  to  whom  has  been  referred 
a resolution  of  the  house  of  representatives,  of  the 
27th  January  last,  requesting  the  president  to  com- 
municate to  that  house  such  part,  as  he  may  not  deem 
inexpedient  to  divulge,  of  any  correspondence,  or  ne- 
gociation, which  he  may  have  instituted  with  any 
foreign  government,  since  the  28th  of  February,  1823, 
in  compliance  with  a request  contained  in  a resolu- 
tion of  the  same  house  of  that  date,  relative  to  the 
denunciation  of  the  African  slave  trade  as  piracy, 
has  the  honor  to  submit  to  the  president  copies  of 
the  correspondence  requested. 

J OHN  QUINCY  ADAMS. 

LIST  OP  PAPERS  SENT. 

1.  Mr.  Canning  to  Mr.  Adams,  29tb  January,  1S23. 

2.  Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Canning,  31st  March,  1823. 

3.  Mr.  Canning  to  Mr.  Adams,  8th  April,  1S23. 

4.  Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Canning,  24th  June,  1823. 

5.  Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Nelson,  (extract)  28th  April, 
1823. 

6.  Mr.  Adams  to  Mr,  Rodney,  (extract)  17th  May, 
1823. 

7.  Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Anderson,  (extract)  27th  May, 
1S23. 

8.  Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Rush,  with  one  enclosure; 
convention  slave  trade,  (extract)  24th  June,  1823. 

6.  Mr.  Adams,  to  Mr.  Middleton,  (copy)  28th  July, 
1823. 

10.  Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Everett,  (copy)  8th  August, 
1823. 

11.  Mr.  Adams,  to  gen.  Dearbon,  (extract)  14th 
August,  1823. 

12.  Mr.  Rush  to  Mr.  Adams,  (extracts)  9th  Octo- 
ber, 1823. 

13.  Mr.  Sheldon,  to  Mr.  Adams,  (extracts)  16th 
October,*  1823. 

14.  Mr.  Sheldon  to  Mr.  Adams,  with  two  enclo- 
sures; correspondence  with  viscount  Chateaubriand, 
(extracts)  5th  November,  1823. 

15.  Mr.  Evepett  to  Mr.  Adams,  with  two  enclo 
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surcs;  correspondence  with  Baron  Negcll,  (extracts) 
20th  November,  1823. 

Jlfr.  Canning  to  Mr.  Mams. 

Washington,  January  29,  1823. 

Sir:  To  the  complete  abolition  of  the  African  slave 
t rade,  Great  Britain,  as  you  are  well  aware,  has  long 
<levoted  her  anxious  and  unremitting  exertions;  she 
availed  herself,  during  the  war,  of  her.  belligerent 
rights,  and  extended  dominion  in  the  colonies,  to  put 
down  the  inhuman  traffic;  in  peace,  she  has  spared  no 
labor,  and  shrunk  from  no  sacrifice,  to  supply,  by  a 
general  co-operation  of  the  maritime  powers,  what- 
ever has  been  withdrawn  from  her  peculiar  control 
by  the  cessation  of  hostilities,  and  the  colonial  ar- 
rangements consequent  on  that  event.  It  is  a matter 
of  deep  regret  to  his  majesty’s  government,  that  the 
result  of  their  exertions  is  far  from  corresponding 
cither  to  the  cause  which  demands,  or  to  the  zeal 
which  sustains  them.  The  pest,  which  they  have 
pledgei  themselves  to  destroy,  if  it  be  in  human 
powder  to  destroy  it,  not  only  survives,  to  the  disgrace 
and  affliction  of  the  age,  but  seems  to  acquire  a fresh 
capacity  for  existence  with  every  endeavor  for  its  de-. 
struction. 

To  whatever  fatality  it  may  be  owing,  that,  while 
the  obligation  of  adopting  and  enforcing  measures 
for  the  extermination  of  the  slave  trade,  is  solemnly 
acknowledged  by  the  civilized  world,  this  great  ob- 
ject seems  rather  to  elude  the  grasp  than  to  approach 
its  consummation.  Great  Britain  perceives,  in  the 
postponement  of  her  hopes,  however  mortifying  for 
the  moment,  no  reason  either  to  relax  from  her  ef- 
forts, or  to  abandon  the  expectation  of  final  success. 
Impelled,  by  the  noblest  motives,  to  persevere  in  the 
cause  of  abolition,  and  mindful  by  what  slow  labori- 
ous steps  the  present  point  has  been  attained,  she 
looks  forward,  through  surrounding  obstacles,  to  that 
triumphant  accomplishment  of  her  purpose,  the  be- 
nefit and  glory  of  which  will  only  be  rendered  more 
signal  by  the  difficulties  attendant  on  its  progress. 

In  calling  on  Europe  and  America  to  join  with  them 
in  the  discharge  of  this  sacred  duty,  his  majesty  and 
his  ministers  have  appealed,  sir,  with  the  more  con- 
fidence, to  your  government,  as  the  United  States 
have  long  proclaimed  their  decided  hostility  to  the 
slave  trade,  and  arc  surpassed  by  no  country  in  the 
vigor  of  their  legislative  enactments  for  its  repres- 
sion. The  identity  of  principle,  existing  on  this  sub- 
ject, between  the  two  governments,  is  distinctly  re- 
corded in  the  treaty  of  peace,  and,  in  answer  to  every 
proposal  which  has  since,  by  his  majesty’s  command, 
been  addressed  to  your  cabinet,  for  redeeming  that 
pledge,  by  a broad  and  effectual  application  of  the 
principle,  a fresh  assurance  has  been  given  of  the 
unceasing  interest  with  which  the  United  States  con- 
tinue to  promote  the  cause  of  abolition.  When  to 
this  accord,  in  principle  and  sentiment,  is  added  the 
conviction  avowed  by  both  parties,  that,  in  spite  of 
laws  and  treaties,  the  accursed  traffic  still  thrives 
under  the  eyes  of  an  indignant  world,  it  would  seem 
impossible  that  the  two  powers  should  be  long  pre- 
vented from  concerting  a joint  system  of  measures 
against  the  common  object  of  their  abhorrence  and 
;ust  proscription.  Whatever  circumstances,  views, 
or  impressions,  may  have  hitherto  defeated  this  ex- 
pectation, his  majesty’s  ministers  are  still  unwilling 
to  despair  of  finding  the  United  States  at  length  pre- 
pared cither  to  close  with  the  system  of  concert  al- 
ready-offered to  their  acceptance,  or  to  suggest  a plan 
of  equal  efficiency  in  its  place.  The  alternative  em- 
braces a duty,  for  the  performance  of  which  both 
countries  are  responsible  before  God  and  man. 

A deep  sense  of  this  duty,  and  a reliance,  by  no 
means  relinquished,  on  the  general  disposition  of  the 
United  States,  have  prompted  the  several  communi- 
cations on  this  question,  which  have  been  addressed 


to  you  at  successive  periods,  either  through  me  cr  by  . 
means  of  the  American  envoy  in  London.  You  will 
readily  call  to  mind,  sir,  that,  in  the  course  of  last 
summer,  l apprized  you  of  the  intention  of  his  ma- 
jesty’s ministers  to  press  for  an  early  reconsideration 
of  the  subject,  submitting  whether  it  might  not  prove 
agreeable  to  the  American  cabinet  to  anticipate  that 
intended  recurrence  to  it  on  the  part  of  Great  Britain, 
by  some  efficient  proposal,  originating  with  itself.  I 
took  occasion,  in  repeated  conversations,  to  urge 
anew  those  various  arguments  which  support  and 
justify  the  opinion  of  his  majesty’s  government;  and 
I also  placed  in  your  hands  the  official  papvjrs,  then 
recently  printed  by  order  of  parliament,  in  further' 
evidence  of  the  extent  to  which  the  traffic  in  human 
beings  was  still  carried  cn  from  Africa,  under  cir- 
cumstances of  aggravated  cruelty.  In  declaring,  as  on 
former  occasions,  the  readiness  of  his  majesty’s  mi- 
nisters to  examine,  with  respect  and  candor,  whatever 
scheme  of  concert,  if  any,  the  American  cabinet 
might  think  proper  to  bring  forward,  as  a substitute 
for  theirs,  you  will  remember  hoAV  strongly  I express- 
ed my  belief  that  the  only  effectual  measures  devised, 
or  likely  to  be  devised,  was  a mutual  concession  of 
the  right  of  search.  In  the  exercise  of  that  right, 
under  such  guards,  and  ivith  such  limitations,  as  may 
serve  to  tranquilize  the  most  apprehensive  and  scru- 
pulous minds,  it  is  still  conceived  that  the  best  and 
only  cure  for  this  intolerable  mischief,  is  to  be  found. 
You  assured  me,  at  a subsequent  conference,  that 
my  representations  had  been  duly  submitted  to  the 
president.  I wish  it  were  in  my  power  to  add,  that 
the  cause,  which  I pleaded,  had  prevailed. 

From  the  printed  documents  which  I had  the  honor 
of  communicating  to  you,  it  appears  that  the  French 
flag  is  more  particularly  employed  to  cover  the  illicit 
trade  on  the  coast  of  Africa.  It  would,  perhaps,  be 
unfair  to  conclude,  that  French  property  and  French 
subjects  are  concerned  to  the  full  proportion  in 
which  the  colours  of  that  nation  are  used;  but  it  is 
manifest  that  both  are  engaged  in  this  commerce  of 
blood,  to  an  extent  which  reflects  discredit,  if  not  on 
the  motives  of  the  French  administration,  at  least  on 
the  efficiency  of  its  measures;  and  makes  it  impera- 
tive on  those  governments  which  are  pledged  to  each 
other  for  the  suppression  of  the  slave  trade,  to  de- 
clare their  reprobation  of  what  is,  at  best,  a culpa- 
ble remissness,  and  to  omit  nothing  that  may  rouse 
the  French  cabinet  to  a more  active  exercise  of  its 
authority. 

It  was  a part  of  my  instructions  to  bring  this  point 
under  your  immediate  consideration,  and  to  intimate 
that  the  remonstrance  of  his  majesty’s  ambassador  at 
Paris  might  be  attended  with  more  effect,  if  the  Ame- 
rican envoy  at  that  court  were  directed  to  concur 
with  his  excellency  in  a joint  representation  on  the 
subject.  It  would  be  idle  at  present  to  repeat  the 
arguments  adduced  in  executing  this  instruction.  The 
answer  which  you  returned,  in  the  name  of  the  pre- 
sident, was  unfavorable  to  the  step  I had  suggested; 
and  such  was  the  result  which  it  became  my  duty  to 
announce  to  his  majesty’s  secretary  of  state.  But 
no  doubt  was  started  with  respect  to  the  grounds  on 
which  my  application  rested;  and,  of  those  notorious 
facts,  to  which  I referred,  as  calling  for  a joint  and 
impressive  appeal  to  the  good  faith  and  good  feelings 
of  the  French  government,  you  seemed  to  be  equally 
convinced  with  myself. 

The  reasons, ^indeed,  which  you  alleged  for  declin- 
ing, at  that  time,  to  comply  with  a proposal  no  less 
simple  in  its  nature  than  useful  in  its  object,  I unde- 
stood  to  be  rather  of  a temporary  character;  and, 
under  this  impression,  I cannot  but  hope,  that  the 
period  is  now  arrived  when  they  will  no  longer  be 
found  to  stand  in  opposition  to  the  great  considera- 
tions involved  in  this  question. 

In  repeating,  therefore,  the  invitation  which  I have 


848  NILES’ REGISTER— JULY  24/1824— THE  SLAVE  TRADE. 


already  had  the  honor  to  convey  to  you  on  the  part 
of  his  majesty’s  government,  it  only  remains  for  me 
to  request  an  early  communication  of  the  intentions 
at  present  entertained  on  this  head  by  the  government 
of  the  United  States. 

I beg,  sir,  that  you  will  accept  the  assurance  of  my 
distinguished  consideration. 

STRATFORD  CANNING. 

To  the  Hon.  John  Quincy  Adams, 

Secretary  of  State , ^*c. 

Mr.  Mams  to  Mr.  Canning. 

Department  of  State, 

Washington , March  31,  1823. 

Sir:  Your  letter  of  the  29th  of  January  was,  im- 
mediately after  being  received,  submitted  to  the  con- 
sideration of  the  president  of  the  United  States.  The 
delay  which  has  hitherto  procrastinated  a reply  to  it, 
has  been  occasioned,  not  by  any  abatement  of  the  in- 
terest, on  the  part  of  the  government  of  the  United 
States,  with  which  it  regards  every  effort  and  propo- 
sal for  the  full  and  final  suppression  of  the  African 
slave  trade;  nor  by  any  hesitation  with  regard  to  the 
decision  which  had  already  been  formed  and  declared 
respecting  the  proposal  of  submitting  the  vessels  and 
citizens  of  the  United  States  to  the  search  of  foreign 
officers  upon  the  high  seas;  but  by  an  expectation  that 
measures  contemplated  by  the  national  house  of  re- 
presentatives, might,  before  the  close  of  the  session  of 
congress,  indicate  to  the  executive  government  of  this 
country,  views  upon  which  it  would  be  enabled  to 
substitute  a proposal  for  accomplishing  a total  abo- 
lition of  the  traffic,  more  effectual  to  its  purpose,  and 
less  liable  to  objections,  on  other  accounts,  than  that, 
to  which  the  United  States  cannot  be  reconciled,  of 
granting  the  right  of  search.  These  measures  were 
matured  in  the  branch|  of  the  legislature  where  they 
originated,  only  at  the  very  termination  of  the  ses- 
sion ; and  the  senate  had  not  the  opportunity  of  pro- 
nouncing its  opinion  upon  them.  There  is,  however, 
no  doubt  on  the  mind  of  the  president,  that  they 
would  have  obtained  their  sanction;  and  he  has, 
therefore,  no  hesitation  in  acting,  so  far,  upon  the 
expressed  and  almost  unanimous  sense  of  the  house, 
as  to  declare  the  willingness  of  this  union  to  join  with 
other  nations  in  the  common  engagement  to  pursue 
and  to  punish  those  who  shall  continue  to  practice 
this  crime,  so  reprobated  by  the  just  and  humane  of 
every  country,  as  enemies  of  the  human  race,  and  to 
fix  them,  irrevocably,  in  the  class,  and  under  the 
denomination,  of  pirates. 

I have  the  honor  of  enclosing  herewith,  a copy  of 
the  4th  and  5th  sections  of  a law  of  the  United  States, 
passed  on  the  15th  May,  1820;  by  which  it  will  be 
seen,  that  any  citizen  of  the  United  States,  being  of 
the  crew  or  ship’s  company  of  any  foreign  ship  or 
vessel  engaged  in  the  slave  trade,  or  any  person 
whatever,  being  of  the  crew  or  ship’s  company  of  any 
ship  or  vessel,  owned  in  the  whole  or  part,  or  navi- 
gated for,  or  in  behalf  of,  any  citizen  or  citizens  of  the 
U.  States,  participating  in  the  slave  trade,  is  declared 
to  have  incurred  the  penalties  of  piracy,  and  made  lia- 
ble to  atone  for  the  crime  with  his  life.  The  legisla- 
tion of  a single  nation  can  go  no  further,  to  mark  its 
abhorence  of  this  traffic,  or  to  deter  the  people  sub- 
ject to  its  laws  from  contamination,  by  the  practice 
of  others. 

If  the  inference  in  your  letter  of  the  29th  of  Jan- 
uary, from  the  documents  to  which  it  refers,  be  cor- 
rect, that  the  French  flag  is  more  particularly  employ- 
ed to  cover  the  illicit  trade  on  the  coast  of  Africa;  and 
the  conjecture  likewise  suggested  in  it,  that  this  flag 
is  used  to  cover  the  property  and  the  persons  of  indi- 
viduals bound  to  other  allegiances,  be  well  founded, 
t:i is  statute  makes  every  citizen  of  the  United  States, 
' m. corned  in  such  covered  traffic,  liable,  if  detected 
in  it,  to  suffer  an  ignominious  death.  The  code  of 


Great  Britain  herself  has,  hitherto,  no  provision  of 
equal  severity  in  the  pursuit  of  her  subjects,  even  un- 
der the  shelter  of  foreign  banners,  and  the  covert  of 
simulated  papers  and  property. 

I am  directed  by  the  president  of  the  United  States 
to  propose,  on  their  part,  the  adoption,  by  Great 
Britain,  of  the1  principle  of  this  act;  and  to  offer  a mu- 
tual stipulation  to  annex  the  penalties  of  piracy  to  the 
offence  of  participating  in  the  slave  trade,  by  the 
citizens  or  subjects  of  the  respective  parties.  This 
proposal  is  made  as  a substitute  for  that  of  conceding 
a mutual  right  of  search,  and  of  atrial  by  mixed  com- 
missions, which  would  be  rendered  useless  by  it. — 
Should  it  meet  the  approbation  of  your  government,  it 
may  be  separately  urged  upon  the  adoption' of  France, 
and  upon  the  other  maritime  powers  of  Europe,  in 
the  manner  most  conducive  to  its  ultimate  success. 

I have  the  honor  of  tendering  to  you  the  renewed 
assurance  of  my  distinguished  consideration. 

JOHN  QUINCY  ADAMS. 
The  Right  Hon.  Stratford  Canning, 

Envoy  extraordinary  and  minister 

plenipotentiary  from  Great  Britain. 

Mr.  Canning  to  Mr.  Mams. 

Washington,  Apr^  1823. 

Sir:  I have  received  your  official  letter,  dated  the 
31st  ultimo,  in  answrer  to  that  which  I had  the  honor 
of  addressing  to  you  on  the  29th  of  January;  and,  to- 
gether with  it,  a transcript  of  the  4th  and  5th  sections 
of  an  act  of  congress,  approved  the  15th  of  May, 
1820. 

From  this  communication,  I learn  that  the  go- 
vernment of  the  United  States  is  willing  to  join  with 
other  powers  in  declaring  slave  trade  piracy,  under 
the  law  of  nations,  and  treating  the  perpetrators  of 
this  crime  as  enemies  of  the  human  race;  that  the 
American  government  is  further  prepared  to  enter 
into  a formal  engagement  with  Great  Britain,  to  the 
effect  of  carrying  the  principle  just  specified  into  im- 
mediate operation,  reciprocally,  as  to  their  respec- 
tive subjects  or  citizens;  and,  finally,  that,  as  soon 
as  this  proposal  shall  be  accepted  by  the  British  go- 
vernment, the  United  States  will  be  ready  to' concur 
in  pressing  its  adoption  on  the  court  of  France,  and 
other  maritime  powers,  in  such  manner  as  may  afford 
the  fairest  prospect  of  success. 

In  whatever  degree  his  majesty’s  government  may 
be  disposed  to  receive  this  offer,  as  an  acknowledg- 
ment that  measures  more  efficient  than  any  now 
generally  in  force,  are  indispensable  for  the  suppres- 
sion of  the  slave  trade,  it  is  not  difficult  to  foresee, 
that  fresh  sentiments  of  regret  will  be  excited,  by  the 
unfavorable  view  which  the  American  administra- 
tion continues  to  take  of  the  principal  measure  sug- 
gested on  the  part  of  his  majesty.  That  measure,  you 
are  well  aware,  sir,  is  a mutual  limitted  concession 
of  the  right  of  search;  and  although,  as  I have  fre- 
quently stated,  his  majesty’s  government,  in  adopting 
it  by  treaty  with  several  of  the  maritime  powers,  and 
in  recommending  it  with  earnestness  to  the  accept- 
ance of  others,  particularly  of  the  United  States,  have 
never  opposed  the  consideration  of  any  other  plan, 
brought  forward,  as  equally  effective;  yet,  having, 
from  the  first,  regarded  it  in  conscience  as  the  only 
true  and  practical  cure  for  the  evil  in  question,  they 
are-  naturally  anxious,  from  a deep  sense  of  duty,  to 
place  it  in  its  proper  light,  and  to  guard  it,  as  far  as 
possible,  from  prejudice  or  misconception.  I,  there- 
fore, deem  it  of  importance,  on  this  occasion,  to  bring 
into  one  point  of  view,  the  several  limitations  under 
which  it  is  conceived,  that  the  right  of  search  might 
be  so  exercised,  as  to  clear  it  of  every  imaginable 
difficulty.  To  give  the  intended  limitations  their 
just  value,  it  is  requisite  to  bear  in  mind  the  particu- 
lar objections  which  have  been  urged  against  the  in- 
terchange of  aright  of  search;  and  for  these,  in  their 
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full  extent,  I can  hardly  be  wrong  in  referring  to  y our 
previous  correspondence,  since  the  last  communica- 
tion which  1 have  received  from  you  on  this  subject, 
though  it  describes  the  impressions  of  the  American 
government  as  remaining  unaltered,  docs  not  exhibit 
any  argument  in  support  of  their  opinion. 

In  answer  to  that  class  of  objections  which  relate 
to  the  mixed  commissiois  established  by  treaty,  be- 
tween his  majesty  and  tie  courts  of  Lisbon,  Brussels 
and  Madrid,  it  may  suffice  to  remind  you  of  the  inti- 
mation conveyed  through  Mr.  Rush,  in  the  early  part 
of  last  year,  which  I lad  subsequently  the  honor  of 
confirming  at  the  department  of  state.  It  might  be 
expected,  that  any  arrmgement  for  the  adjudication 
of  vessels  "engaged  in  tie  slave  trade,  independent  of 
those  tribunals,  would  (ither  leave  the  detained  ves- 
sels to  be  disposed  of  inthe  ordinary  way,  by  the  sen- 
tence of  a court  of  admiralty  in  the  country  of  the 
captor,  or  place  them  under  the  jurisdiction  of  a 
similar  court  in  the  com  try  to  which  they  belonged. 
On  the  former  suppositim,  it  is  not  to  be  anticipated, 
that  the  United  States  cmld  hesitate  to  admit  the  ju- 
risdiction of  a foreign  ccurt  of  admiralty,  when  sanc- 
tioned by  mutual  agreement,  over  the  persons,  and 
property  of  citizens,  abaidoned  to  a pursuit,  so  fla- 
grantly iniquitous,  as  toie  classed  by  the  legislature 
of  their  country  with  crines  of  the  most  heinous  de- 
scription; and  which  the  American  government  has 
declared  its  willingness  t>  treat  as  piracy,  under  the 
law  of  all  nations.  Gre.t  Britain,  for  her  part,  de- 
sires no  other  than  that  dany  of  her  subjects,  who  so 
far  defy  the  laws,  and  dishonor  the  character  of  their 
country,  as  to  engage  in  t trade  of  blood,  proscribed 
not  more  by  the  acts  of  he  legislature,  than  by  the 
national  feeling,  should  b detected  and  brought  to 
justice,  even  by  foreign  hnds,  and  from  under  the 
protection  of  her  flag,  a either  of  the  supposed 
cases,  it  is  clear  that  all  irpediments  connected  with 
the  forms  of  proceeding,  ad  peculiar  construction  of 
the  mixed  commissions,  wmld  be  completely  avoid- 
ed; and,  with  respect  to  ay  embarrassment  attend- 
ing the  disposal  of  condemed  vessels  and  liberated 
slaves,  it  has  already  beemuggested  by  a committee 
of  the  house  of  representaties,  that  the  provisions  of 
the  act  of  congress,  passeithe  3d  of  March,  1819, 
might  be  applied  to  them  whout  difficulty  or  incon- 
venience. 

The  question  being  thus  rlieved  from  all  connex- 
ion with  the  mixed  commissins,  every  constitutional 
objection  arising  out  of  thei  alleged  incompatibili- 
ty with  the  institutions  of  the  Jnited  States,  is  at  once 
removed  from  consideratioi  The  remaining  ob- 
stacles may  be  reduced  unde  the  following  heads: 
the  unpopularity  of  the  right  f search  in  this  coun- 
try; its  tendency,  if  mutually  unployed,  to  produce 
an  unfriendly  collision  betwee  the  two  nations;  and 
a certain  supposed  inequality  which  would  attend 
its  exercise. 

With  respect  to  any  doubt  oftts  utility,  created  by 
a persuasion  that  very  few  vesfls,  under  American 
colors,  have  been  discovered,  lr  some  time  past,  on 
the  coast  of  Africa,  it  requires  ut  little  reflection  to 
prove,  that  no  conclusive  infemce  can  be  drawn 
from  that  circumstance.  Not  t dwell  upon  the  ex- 
tent and  nature  of  the  slave  coat,  peculiarly  favora- 
ble to  the  concealment  of  tradii  vessels,  it  must  be 
remembered  that  the  United  Stas  have  maintained, 
at  no  time,  a greater  number  oferuisers  than  two, 
rarely  more  than  one,  and  lattcly,  during  several 
months  together,  no  ship  of  wa  whatever,  on  the 
African  station.  As  late  as  the  14i  of  January,  1822, 
it  was  stated  officially,  by  the  jvernor  of  Sierra 
Leone,  “that  the  fine  rivers  Nune  and  Pongas,  were 
entirely  under  the  control  ofrcneido  European  and 
American  slave  traders.” 

But,  if  it  were  even  manifest,  at  the  active  and 
judicious  exertions  of  your  nav.  officers,  in  that 


quarter,  had  really  effected  a total  disuse  of  the 
American  flag  in  slave  trading,  the  right  of  search 
would  still  be  most  desirable,  in  order  to  secure  and 
extend  so  important  an  advantage.  As  an  example, 
indeed,  to  other  powers,  particularly  to  France, 
whose  subjects,  encouraged  by  the  loose  and  equivo- 
cal measures  of  their  government,  are  convicted,  by 
a mass  of  evidence  too  strong  to  be  resisted,  of  being 
concerned,  to  a deplorable  degree,  in  this  atrocious 
commerce,  the  concurrence  of  the  United  States  in  a 
system,  of  which  the  very  first  result  is  to  augment 
considerably  the  means  of  bringing  offenders  to 
justice,  can  hardly  be  rated  at  too  high  a value.  The 
example  which  they  are  called  upon  to  give,  is  not 
merely  due  to  the  claims  of  humanity;  Great  Britain 
and  the  United  States  are  not  only  pledged  to  put 
down  the  slave  trade,  within  the  limits  of  their  im- 
mediate jurisdiction;  they  are  also  bound,  by  solemn 
obligations,  to  employ  their  utmost  endeavors  for  its 
complete  and  universal  extermination..  They  have 
both  succeeded  in  their  great  and  benevolent  object, 
so  far  as  the  rigor  of  legislative  enactments  is  capable 
of  counteracting  the  temptation  of  enormous  profit, 
which  stimulates  the  unprincipled  avarice  of  the 
slave  merchant.  It  is  the  facility  of  escaping  detec- 
tion, and  not  any  want  of  severity  in  the  punishment 
attached  to  a violation  of  their  laws,  which,  as  far  as 
they  are  concerned,  requires  a more  decisive  remedy ; 
and,  a remedy  adequate  to  the  evil,  can  only  be  found 
in  such  measures  as  will  strip  the  illicit  trader  of 
every  disguise,  and  throw  the  chances  entirely  on  the 
side  of  failure  in  his  inhuman  speculations.  In  the 
case  of  search,  at  sea,  the  means  unavoidably  em- 
ployed in  the  commission  of  this  crime  are  fortunate- 
ly, it  may  be  said  providentially,  of  such  a nature,  as 
in  general  to  furnish  a plain  substantial  body  of  proof, 
for  the  conviction  of  the  criminal. 

For  the  satisfaction  of  those  who  seriously  appre- 
hend that  the  friendly  relations  subsisting  between 
the  two  countries  would  be  endangered  by  the  admis- 
sion of  a practice  which,  in  their  opinion,  must  ne- 
cessarily produce  a vexatious  exercise  of  authority 
on  the  part  of  the  searching'officer,  and  frequentcom- 
plaints  on  that  of  the  merchant,  whose  vessel  is  sub- 
jected to  search,  with  the  supposed  aggravation  of  an 
unequal  pressure  on  one  of  the  contracting  parties,  his 
majesty’s  government  would  doubtless,  agree  to  con- 
fine the  right  of  visit  to  a fixed  number  of  cruisers  on 
each  side;  restricted,  in  the  performance  of  this  du- 
ty, to  certain  specified  parts  of  the  ocean,  and  acting 
under  regulations,  prepared  by  mutual  consent,  for 
the  purpose  of  preventing  abuses.  To  these  impor- 
tant limitations,  if  not  deemed  sufficient,  others  might 
easily  be  added;  the  arrangement,  for  example, 
might  be  temporary;  adopted,  in  the  first  instance, 
for  a short  period,  and  only  to  be  continued  in  the 
event  of  its  being  found,  on  trial,  to  operate  in  a 
satisfactory  manner.  With  this  understanding,  a 
speedy  termination  would,  at  least,  be  insured,  to 
any  objectionable  result  attending  its  operation;  and, 
for  the  sake  of  interests  as  dear  to  humanity,  an  ex- 
periment, of  which  the  advantage,  as  to  its  main  ob- 
ject, is  certain  and  complete,  the  inconvenience, 
contingent  and  momentary,  might  surely  be  reconcil- 
ed with  a due  regard  to  considerations  exclusively 
national. 

Supposing  that  inconvenience  should  be  found,  in 
practice,  to  press  unequally  on  either  of  the  tvvo  par- 
ties, Great  Britain,  and  not  the  United  States,  is  most 
likely  to  have  cause  of  complaint,  inasmuch  as  the 
greater  extent  of  her  trade,  especially  on  the  coast 
of  Africa,  must  naturally  expose  her,  in  a greater  de- 
gree, to  any  injurious  consequences  of  the  agree- 
ment. Great  Britain,  however,  is  less  disposed  to 
shrink  from  any  sacrifice,  by  which  she  can  materi- 
ally advance  the  sacred  cause  of  abolition,  than  to 
lament,  and,  if  possible,  lo  dispel  those  mistaken 
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notions,  and  unfounded  jealousies,  which  deprive  her 
exertions  of  their  full  effect,  and  serve,  but  too  suc- 
cessfully, to  protract  the  existence  of  a mischief, 
which  all  unite  in  deploring.  In  point  of  principle, 
the  honor  of  neither  flag  would  be  tarnished,  by  hav- 
ing its  protection  withdrawn,  for  a season,  from  those 
who  perpetrate  the  atrocities  of  the  slave  trade;  and, 
permit  me,  sir,  to  add,  that  what  Great  Britain  is 
ready  to  allow,  in  a matter  so  vital  to  her  pride  and 
to  her  power,  may  surely  be  allowed,  reciprocally, 
by  any  other  nation,  however  scrupulous  in  the  main- 
tenance of  its  maritime  independence. 

That  an  agreement  between  our  respective  cabi- 
nets, founded  on  a mutual  right  of  search,  thus  guard- 
ed and  explained,  would  fail  to  obtain  the  consent  of 
the  American  senate,  or  that  a nation  so  inquiring 
and  enlightened  as  the  United  States,  would  con- 
found the  proposed  measures  with  that  practice, 
which  afforded  matter  of  painful  contention  during 
the  last  wars  of  Europe,  is  what  I am  extremely  un 
willing  to  anticipate.  The  two  objects  are,  in  fact, 
so  totally  distinct  from  each  other,  in  principle,  pur- 
pose and  mode  of  execution,  that  the  proposal  of  the 
British  government  need  only  be  presented  to  the  ex- 
amination, I will  not  say  of  a select  and  experienced 
assembly,  but  of  the  people  at  large,  in  order  to  be 
seen  in  its  true  bearings. 

So  far  is  the  British  proposal  from  tending  to  com- 
mit the  American  government  on  the  long  disputed 
question  of  the  belligerant  right  of  search,  that,  if  it 
may  be  supposed  to  touch  that  question  at  all,  it  ap- 
pears rather  to  operate  in  the  sense  of  the  United 
States,  than  unfavorably  for  their  view  of  the  sub- 
ject. 

The  officers  entrusted  on  either  side  with  the  duty 
of  examining  suspected  vessels,  would  necessarily 
act  under  instructions  calculated  to  ensure  a perfect 
harmony  between  the  principle  and  the  application 
of  this  conceded  right;  nor  is  it  to  be  feared  that 
thdy  would  presume,  in  any  case,  to  extend  the  visit 
thus  authorized  at  sea,  beyond  the  particular  and 
specified  object  to  which  it  is  meant  to  be  confined. 

I have  the  honor  to  request,  sir,  that  you  will  again 
accent  the  assurance  of  my  highest  consideration. 

STRATFORD  CANNING. 

Hon.  J.  Q.  Adams,  Sec.  state,  fyc. 

Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Canning. 

Department  of  State, 

Washington,  24th  June,  1823. 

Srp;  In  the  letter  which  I had  the  honor  of  ad- 
dressing you,  on  the  31st  of  March  last,  a proposal 
was  made,  to  be  submitted  to  the  consideration  of 
vour  government,  that  tUe  principle  assumed  in  an  act 
of  the  congress  of  the  United  States,  of  15th  May, 
1820,  of  considering  and  punishing  the  African  slave 
trade  as  piracy,  should  be  adopted  as  the  basis  of  a 
stipulation,  by  treaty,  between  the  United  States  and 
Great  Britain;  and  to  be  urged  separately  upon  the 
adoption  of  France,  and  upon  the  other  maritime  na- 
tions of  Europe,  in  the  manner  most  conducive  to  its 
ultimate  success.  It  was  observed  that  this  offer 
wras  presented  as  a substitute  for  that  of  conceding 
a mutual  right  of  search,  and  a trial  by  mixed  com- 
missions, for  which  the  United  States  could  not  be  re- 
conciled, and  which  would  be  rendered  useless  by  it. 

Your  letter  of  the  8th  of  April,  to  which  I have  now 
the  honor  to  reply,  intimates  that  hi3  majesty’s  go- 
vernment will  be  disposed  to  receive  this  offer  only 
as  an  acknowledgement  that  measures  more  efficient 
than  any  now  generally  in  force,  are  indispensable 
for  the  suppression  of  the  slave  trade;  and  that,  al- 
though they  have  never  opposed  the  consideration  of 
any  other  plan,  brought  forward  as  equally  effective, 
yet,  having,  from  the  first,  regarded  a mutual  limited 
concession  of  the  right  of  search,  as  the  only  true 
and  praclical  'cure  for  the  evil,  their  prevailing  senti- 


» ment  will  be  of  regret  at  the  unfavorable  view  still 
| taken  of  it  by  the  government  of  the  United  States. 
Your  letter,  therefore,  urges  a re-consideration  of 
j the  proposal  for  this  mutual  coicession  of  the  right  of 
I search,  and  by  presenting  important  modifications  of 
the  proposal  heretofore  made,  removes  some  of  the 
j objections  which  had  been  taksn  to  it,  as  insuperable, 
while  it  offers  argumentative  answers  to  the  others 
which  had  been  disclosed  in  ay  previous  communi- 
cations on  this  subject  to  you. 

In  the  treaties  of  Great  Brittin  with  Spain,  Portu- 
gal and  the  Netherlands,  for  tie  suppression  of  the 
slave  trade,  heretofore  commmicated,  with  the  invi- 
tation to  the  United  States  to  oiler  into  similar  en- 
gagements, three  principles  weje  involved,  to  neither 
; of  which  the  government  of  the  United  States  felt  it- 
I self  at  liberty  to  accede.  The  first  was  the  mutual 
j concession  of  the  right  of  seara  and  capture,  in  time 
! of  peace,  over  merchant  vesses,  on  the  coast  of  Af- 
! rica.  The  second  was,  the  txercise  of  that  right 
j even  over  vessels  under  convo\  of  the  public  officers 
\ of  their  own  nation;  and  thethird  was  the  trial  of 
' the  captured  vessels  by  mixe<  commissions  in  coio- 
! nial  settlements,  under  no  sulor.dination  to  the  ordi- 
i nary  judicial  tribunals  of  the  country,  to  \vhich  the 
party  brought  before  them  f<r  trial  should  belong, 
i In  the  course  of  the  correspadence  relating  to  those 
j proposals,  it  has  been  suggesBd  that  a substitute  for 
j the  trial  by  mixed  commissi<ns  might  he  agreed  to, 

• and  in  your  letter  of  the  8thof  April,  an  expectation 
| is  authorized,  that  an  arrang-ment  for  the  adjudica- 
tion of  the  vessels  detained  flight  leave  them  to  be 
disposed  of  in  the  ordinary  my,  by  the  sentence  of  a 
court  of  admiralty  in  the  country  of  the  captor,  or 
place  them  under  the  juriscction  of  a similar  court 
in  the  country  to  which  the  belonged;  to  the  form- 
er alternative  of  which  youmticipate  the  unhesitat- 
ing admission  of  the  UnitecStates,  in  consideration 
of  the  aggravated  nature  of  tfe  crime,  as  acknowledged 
by  their  laws,  which  woulcbe  thus  submitted  to  sl  fo- 
reign jurisdiction.  But  it  vas  precisely  because  the 
jurisdiction  was  foreign  the  the  objection  was  taken 
to  the  trial  by  mixed  conmissions;  and  if  it  trans- 
cended the  constitutional  .uthority  of  the  govern- 
ment of  the  United  State;  to  subject  the  persons, 
property  and  reputation  ofcheir  citizens,  to  the  deci- 
sions of  a court  partly  coipcsed  of  their  own  coun- 
trymen, it  might  seem  nedless  to  remark,  that  the 
j constitutional  objection  buld  not  diminish,  in  pro- 
jpoi’tion  as  its  cause  shoui  increase,  or  that  the  pow- 
! or  incompetent  to  make  .merican  citizens  amenable 
I to  a court  consisting  on-half  of  foreigners,  should 
I be  adequate  to  place  th<r  liberty,  their  fortune  and 
! their  fame  at  the  disposaof  tribunals  entirely  foreign. 
j I would  further  remark  lat  the  sentence  of  a court  of 
j admiralty,  in  the  county  of  the  captor,  is  not  the  or- 
j dinary  \cay  by  which  tfcmerchant  vessels  of  one  na- 
Ition,  taken  on  the  higlseas,  by  the  officers  of  ano- 
ther, are  tried  in  time  f peace.  There  is,  in  the  or- 
] diary  way,  no  right  iiatever  existing,  to  take,  to 
j search,  or  even  to  bdrd  them;  and  I take  this  oc- 
1 casion  to  express  the  ;reat  satisfaction  with  which 
we  have  seen  this  priciple  solemnly  recognized  by 
the  recent  decision  ola  British  court  of  admiraltv. 
Nor  is  the  aggregate  o£he  crime  for  the  trial  of  which 
a tribunal  may  be  instuted,  a cogent  motive  for  as- 
senting to  the  princip  of  subjecting  American  citi- 
zens, their  rights  aninterests,  to  the  decision  of  fc- 
jreign  courts; "for,  alfough  Great  Britain,  as  you  re- 
J mark,  may  be  willir  to  abandon  those  of  her  sub- 
jects who  defy  the  la  s and  tarnish  the  character  of 
1 their  country,  by  pfticipating  in  this  trade,  to  the 
dispensation  of  juste  even  by  foreign  hands,  the 
i United  States  arc  bfnd  to  remember  that  the  power 
j which  enables  a edrt  to  try  the  guilty,  authorizes- 
jlhern  also  to  pronouce  upon  the  fate  of  the  innocent; 
!ar.d  that  the  very  ^estion  of  guilt  or  innocence  i3 


NILES’  REGISTER — JULY  24,  1824— THE  SLAVE  TRADE. 


S51 


that  which  the  protecting  care  of  their  constitution  j ligerant,  indeed,  acquires,  by  war,  the  right  of  pre 
has  reserved  for  the  citizens  of  this  union,  to  thejex- , venting  a third  party  from  administering  to  his  enemy 


elusive  decision  of  their  own  countrymen.  This  | the  direct  -and  immediate  materials  of  war 
principle  has  not  been  departed  from  by  the  statute ! incidental  to  this  right,  that  of  searching  the  mer- 
• « • > i -i  -i — 1 chant  vessels  of  the  neutral  on  the  high  seas,  to  find 

them.  Even  thus  limited,  it  is  an  act  ofpower  which 
nothing  but  necessity  can  justify,  inasmuch  as  it  can- 
not be  exercised  but  by  carrying  the  evils  of  v/ar  into 
the  abodes  of  peace,  and  by  visiting  the  innocent  with 
some  of  the  penalties  of  guilt.  Among  the  modern 
maritime  nations,  an  usage  has  crept  in,  not  founded 


unicipal  criminal  code  of  the  country 
is  enacted,  but  can  be  tried  only  by  its  own  courts. 

There  remains  the  suggestion,  that  the  slave  trad- 
er, captured  under  the  mutual  concession  of  the 


which  has  branded  the  slave  trader  with  the  name 
and  doomed  him  to  the  punishment  of  a pirate,  'i  he 
distinction  between  piracy,  by  the  law  of  nations, 
and  piracy  by  statute,  is  well  known  and  understood 
in  Great  Britain;  and  while  the  former  subjects  the 
transgressor  guilty  of  it,  to  the  jurisdiction  of  any 

and  every  country  into  which  he  mav  be  brought,  or  _ 

wherein  lie  may  be  taken,  the  latter'forms  a part  of]  upon  the  law  of  nature,  never  universally  admitted 
the  municipal  criminal  code  of  the  country  where  it  often  successfully  resisted,  and  against  which  all  have 

occasionally  borne  testimony,  by  renouncing  it  in 
treaties,  of  extending  this  practice  of  search  and  sei- 
, zure  to  all  the  property  of  the  enemy  in  the  vessel  of 
power  to  make  the  capture,  might  be  delivered  over  j the  friend.  This  practice  was,  in  its  origin,  evident- 
lo  the  jurisdiction  of  his  own  country.  This  arrange-  j ly  an  abusive  and  wrongful  extension  of  the  search 
ruent  would  not  be  liable  to  the  constitutional  objec-i  for  contraband;  effected  by  the  belligerent,  because 
tion,  which  must  ever  apply  to  the  jurisdiction  of  the  ! he  was  armed;  submitted  to  by  the  neutral,  because 
mixed  commission,  or  of  the  admiralty  courts  of  the  j he  was  defenceless;  and  acquiesced  in  by  his  sove- 
captor;  and  if  your  note  is  to  be  understood  as  pre-  reign,  for  the  sake  of  preserving  a remnant  of  peace, 
senting  in  it  the  character  of  an  alternative,  to  which  I rather  than  become  himself  a party  to  the  war.  Har- 
bour go  verment  is  disposed  to  accede,  I am  authorized  ; ing  thus,  occasionally,  been  practised  by  all,  asbelli- 
to  say,  that  the  president  considers  it  as  sufficient  to  gerants,  and  submitted  to  by  all  as  neutrals,  it  has  ac- 
remove  the  insuperable  obstacle  which  had  precluded  ; acquired  the  fore’e  of  an  usage,  which,  at  the  occur- 
. the  assent  of  the  United  States  to  the  former  propo-  rence  of  every  war,  the  belligerant  may  enforce  or 
sals  of  your  government,  resulting  from  the  charac- 
ter and  composition  of  the  tribunals,  to  whom  the 
question  of  guilt  or  innocence  was  to  be  committed. 

The  objections  to  the  right  of  search,  as  incidents 
vlo  the  right  of  detention  and  capture,  are  also,  in  a 
. very  considerable  degree,  removed  by  the  introduc- 
tion of  the  principle  that  neither  of  them  should  be 
exercised,  but  under  the  responsibility  of  the  captor 
to  the  tribunals  of  the  captured  party,  in  damages 
and  costs.  This  guard  against  the  abuses  of  a power 
so  liable  to  abuse,  would  be  indispensable;  but,  if 
the  provisions  necessary  for  securing,  effectually,  its 
practical  operation,  would  reduce  the  right  itself  to 
power  merely  nominal,  the  stipulation  of  it  in  a trea- 
ty would  serve  rather  to  mark  the  sacrifice  of  a great 
and  precious  principle,  than  to  attain  the  end  for 
which  it  wrould  be  given  up. 

In  the  objections  heretofore  disclosed  to  the  con- 
cessions desired,  of  the  mutual  and  qualified  right  of 
search,  the  principle  stress  was  laid  upon  the  repug- 
nance which  such  a concession  would  meet  in  the 
public  feeling  of  this  country,  and  of  those  to  whom 
its  interests  are  entrusted  in  the  department  of  its  go- 
vernment, tile  sanction  of  which  is  required  for  the 
ratification  of  treaties.  The  irritating  tendency  of 
the  practice  of  search,  and  the  inequalities  of  its  pro- 
bable operation,  were  slightly  noticed,  and  have 
been  contested  in  argument,  or  met  by  propositions 
of  possible  palliatives,  or  remedies  for  anticipated 
abuses,  in  your  letter.  But  the  source  and  founda- 
tion of  all  these  objections,  was,  in  cur  former  cor- 
respondence, scarcely  mentioned,  and  never  discus- 
sed. They  consist  in  the  nature  of  the  right  of 
search,  at  sea,  which,  as  recognized  or  tolerated  by 
the  usage  of 'nations,  is  a right  exclusively  of  war, 
never  exercised  but  by  an  outrage  upon  the  rights  of 
peace.  It  is  an  act  analogous  to  that  of  searching 
dwelling  houses  of  individuals  on  the  land.  The 
vessel  of  the  navigator  is  his  dwelling-house;  and,  like 
that,  in  the  sentiment  of  every  people  that  cherishes 
the  blessings  of  personal  liberty  and  security,  ought  to 
be  a sanctuary  inviolable  to  the  hand  of  power,  un- 
less upon  the  most  unequivocal  public  necessity,  and 
under  the  most  rigorous  personal  responsibility  of  the 
intruder.  Search  at  sea,  as  recognized  by  ail  mari- 
time uatious,  is  confined  to  the  single  object  of  find- 
ing and  taking  contraband  of  war.  By  the  law  of 
nature,  when  two  nations  conflict  together  in  war, 1 
a third  remaining  neutral,  retains  all  its  rights  of 


peace  and  friendly  intercourse  with  both  Each  bel-  tion  is  extended  to  a time  of  peace,  as  well  as  of  war 


relinquish,  and  which  the  neutral  may  suffer  or  re- 
sist, at  their  respective  options. 

This  search  for,  and  seizure  of,  the  property  of  an 
enemy  in  the  vessel  of  a friend,  is  a relict  of  the  bar- 
barous warfare  of  barbarous  ages;  the  cruel,  and,  for 
the  most  part,  now  exploded  system  of  private  war. 
As  it  concerns  the  enemy  himself,  it  is  inconsistent 
with  that  mitigated  usage  of  modern  wars,  which  re- 
spects the  private  property  of  individuals  on  the  land. 
As  relates  to  the  neutral,  it  is  a violation  of  his  natural 
right  to  pursue,  unmolested,  his  peaceful  commer- 
cial intercourse  with  his  friend.  Invidious  as  is  its 
character,  in  both  these  aspects,  it  has  other  essential 
characteristics,  equally  obnoxious.  It  is  an  uncon- 
troled  exercise  of  authority,  by  a man  in  arms,  over 
a man  without  defence;  by  an  officer  of  one  nation 
over  the  citizen  of  another;  by  a man  intent  upon 
the  annoyance  of  his  enemy,  responsible  for  the  act 
of  search,  to  no  tribunal,  and  always  prompted  toba- 
lance  the  disappointment  of  a fruitless  search,  by  the 
abusive  exercise  of  his  power,  and  to  punish  the  neu- 
tral for  the  very  clearness  of  his  neutrality.  It  has, 
in  short,  all  the  features  of  unbridled  power,  stimu- 
lated by  hostile  and  unsocial  passions. 

I forbear  to  enlarge  upon  the  further  extension  of 
this  practice,  by  referring  to  injuries,  which  the  Unit- 
ed States  experienced,  when  neutral,  in  a case  of  vi- 
tal importance;  because,  in  digesting  a plan  for  the 
attainment  of  an  object,  which  both  nations  have 
equally  at  heart,  it  is  desirable  to  avoid  every  topic 
which  may  excite  painful  sensations  on  either  side. 

I have  adverted  to  the  interest  in  question,  from  ne- 
cessity, it  being  one  which  could  not  be  lost  sight  of 
in  the  present  discussion. 

Such  being  the  view  taken  of  the  right  of  search, 
as  recognized  by  the  law  of  nations,  and  exercised 
by  belligerant  powers,  it  is  due  to  candor  to  state, 
that  my  government  has  an  insuperable  objection  to 
its  extension  by  treaty,  in  any  manner  whatever,  lest 
it  might  lead  to  consequences  still  more  injurious  to 
the  United  Stales,  and  especially  in  the  circumstance 
alluded  to.  That  the  proposed  extension  will  operate, 
iu  time  of  peace,  and  derive  its  sanction  from  com- 
pact, present  no  inducements  to  its  adoption.  On  the 
contrary,  they  form  strong  objections  to  it.  Every 
extension  of  the  right  of  search,  on  the  principles  of 
that  right,  is  disapproved.  If  the  freedom  of  the  sea 
is  abridged  by  compact  for  any  new  purpose,  the  ex- 
ample may  lead  to  other  changes.  And  if  its  opera- 
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a new  system  will  be  commenced  for  tlie  dominion 
of  the  sea,  which  may,  eventually,  especially  by  the 
abuses  into  which  it  may  lead,  confound  all  distinc- 
tion of  time  and  circumstances,  of  peace  and  of  war, 
and  of  rights  applicable  to  each  state. 

The  United  States  have,  on  great  consideration, 
thought  it  most  advisable  to  consider  this  trade  as  pi- 
racy, and  to  treat  it  as  such.  They  have  thought  that 
the  trade  itself  might,  with  great  propriety,  be  placed 
in  that  class  of  offences;  and  that,  by  placing  it  there, 
we  should  more  effectually  accomplish  the  great  ob- 
ject of  suppressing  the  trade,  than  by  any  other  mea- 
sure which  we  could  adopt. 

To  this  measure  none  of  the  objections  which  have 
been  urged  against  the  extension  of  the  right  of 
search,  appear  to  be  applicable.  Piracy  being  an  of- 
fence against  the  humane  race,  has  its  well  known  in- 
cidents of  capture  and  punishment  by  death,  by  the 
people  and  tribunals  of  every  country.  By  making 
this  trade  piratical,  it  is  the  nature  of  the  crime  which 
draws  after  it  the  necessary  consequences  of  capture 
and  punishment.  The  United  States  have  done  this, 
by  an  act  of  congress,  in  relation  to  themselves.  They 
have,  also,  evinced  their  willingness,  and  expressed 
their  desire,  that  the  change  should  become  general, 
by  the  consent  of  every  other  power,  whereby  it 
would  be  made  the  law  of  nations.  Till  then,  they 
are  bound,  by  the  injunctions  of  their  constitution,  to 
execute  it,  so  far  as  respects  the  punishment  of  their 
own  citizens,  by  their  own  tribunals.  They  consider 
themselves,  hoAvever,  at  liberty,  until  that  consent  is 
obtained,  to  co-operate,  to  a certain  extent,  wdth 
other  powers,  to  insure  a more  complete  effect  to 
their  respective  acts;  they  placing  themselves,  seve- 
rally, on  the  same  ground,  by  legislative  provisions. 

It  is  in  this  spirit,  and  for  this  purpose,  that  I have 
made  to  you  the  proposition  under  consideration. 

By  making  the  slave  trade  piratical,  and  attaching 
to  it  the  punishment  as  well  as  the  odium,  incident  to 
that  crime,  it  is  believed,  that  much  has  been  done  by 
the  United  States  to  suppress  it,  in  their  vessels,  and 
by  their  citizens.  If  your  government  would  unite 
in  this  policy,  it  is  not  doubted  that  the  happiest 
consequences  would  result  from  it.  The  example  of 
Great  Britain,  in  a manner  so  decisive,  could  not  fail 
to  attract  the  attention,  and  command  the  respect  of 
all  her  European  neighbors.  It  is  the  opinion  of  the 
United  States,  that  no  measure,  short  of  that  propos- 
ed, will  accomplish  the  object  so  much  desired;  and 
it  is  the  earnest  desire  of  my  government,  that  the 
government  of  his  Britannic  majesty  may  co-operate 
in  carrying  it  into  effect. 

I pray  you,  sir,  to  accept  the  renewed  assurances 
of  my  distinguished  consideration. 

JOHN  QUINCY  ADAMS. 
The  Right  Hon.  Stratford  Canning, 

Envoy  extraordinary  and  minister 

plenipotentiary  from  Great  Britain. 

Extract  of  a letter  from  Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Nelson  dated 
Department  of  State, 
Washington,  28th  April,  1823. 

“A  resolution  of  the  house  of  representatives,  at  the 
last  session  of  congress,  requests  the  president  to  en- 
ter upon,  and  to  prosecute,  from  time  to  time,  such 
negociations  with  the  several  maritime  powers  of 
Europe  and  America,  as  he  may  deem  expedient  for 
the  effectual  abolition  of  the  African  slave  trade,  and 
its  ultimate  denunciation  as  piracy,  under  the  law  of 
nations  by  the  consent  of  the  civilized  world.  You 
will  take  an  early  opportunity  to  make  known  this 
disposition  to  the  Spanish  government;  communicat- 
ing to  them  copies  of  the  fourth  and  fifth  sections  of 
the  act  of  3d  Match,  1819,  which  declares  this  traffic 
piratical  when  pursued  by  citizens  of  the  United 


States;  and  you  will  express  the  willingness  of  the 
American  government  to  enter  into  negociations  for 
the  purpose  of  declaring  it  so,  by  the  common  con- 
sent of  nations.” 

Extract  of  a letter  from  Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Rodney , dated 
Department  of  State, 

Washington,  nth  May,  1823. 

“A  resolution  of  the  house  of  representatives,  at 
the  late  session  of  congress,  requests  the  president  of 
the  United  States  to  enter  upon,  and  prosecute,  from 
time  to  time,  such  negociations,  with  the  several  ma- 
ritime powers  of  Europe  and  America,  as  he  may 
deem  expedient  for  the  effectual  abolition  of  the  Afri- 
can slave  trade,  and  its  ultimate  denunciation  as  pi- 
racy, under  the  law  of  nations,  by  the  consent  of  the 
civilized  world. 

In  pursuance  of  the  object  proposed  by  this  resolu- 
tion, you  will  communicate  to  the  government  of 
Buenos  Ayres,  copies  of  the  several  acts  of  congress 
for  the  suppression  of  the  slave  trade,  of  the  20th  of 
April,  ISIS;  (U.  S.  Laws,  vol.  6,  page  325),  3d  March, 
1819,  (page  435);  and  of  15th  May,  1820,  (page  529); 
pointing  their  attention,  particularly,  to  the  fourth 
and  fifth  sections  of  the  last,  which  subject  to  the  pe- 
nalties of  piracy  every  citizen  of  the  United  States, 
guilty  of  active  participation  in  the  African  slave 
trade.  The  adoption  of  this  principle,  in  the  legisla- 
tive code  of  all  the  maritime  nations,  would,  of  itself, 
probably,  suffice  for  the  suppresssion  of  the  trade. 
But,  as  it  would  yet  not  authorize  the  armed  vessels  of 
any  one  nation  to  capture  those  of  another,  engaged  in 
the  trade,  a stipulation  to  that  effect  might  be  agreed 
to,  by  treaty,  conditioned  that  the  captor  shall  deliver 
over  the  captured  party  to  the  tribunals  of  his  own 
country  for  trial:  to  which  should  be  added,  some 
guard  of  responsibility  upon  the  capturing  officer,  to 
prevent  the  abusive  exercise  of  hispower.” 

Extract  from  the  general  instructions  to  Richard  C.  An- 
derson, appointed  minister  plenipotentiary  to  the  repub- 
lic of  Colombia,  dated 

•Department  of  State, 

Washington,  May  27, 1S24. 

“A  resolution  of  the  house  of  representatives,  at 
the  late  session  of  congress,  requests  the  president  of 
the  United  States  to  enter  upon,  and  to  prosecute, 
from  time  to  time,  such  negociations  with  the  several 
maritime  powers  of  Europe  and  America,  as  he  may 
deem  expedient  for  the  effectual  abolition  of  the  Af- 
rican slave  trade,  and  its  ultimate  denunciation  as  pi- 
racy, under  the  law  of  nations,  by  the  consent  of  the 
civilized  world. 

“In  pursuance  of  this  object,  you  will  communicate 
to  the  Colombian  government  copies  of  the  several 
acts  of  our  congress,  for  the  suppression  of  the  slave 
trade,  of  the  20th  of  April,  ISIS,  (U.  S.  Laws,  vol.  9, 
page  325),  of  3d  March,  1819,  (page  435),  and  of 
15th  May,  1820,  (page  529)  pointing  their  attention 
particularly  to  the  4th  and  5th  sections  of  the  last, 
which  subject  to  the  penalties  of  piracy  every  citizen 
of  the  United  States  guilty  of  active  participation 
in  the  African  slave  trade.  The  adoption  of  this 
principle  in  the  legislative  code  of  all  the  maritime 
nations,  would,  of  itself,  probably,  suffice  for  the  sup- 
pression of  the  trade:  but,  as  it  would  yet  not  autho- 
rize the  armed  vessels  of  any  one  nation  to  capture 
those  of  another  engaged  in  the  trade,  a stipulation  to 
that  effect  may  be  agreed  to  by  the  treaty,  condition- 
ed that  the  captor  shall  deliver  over  the  captured 
party  to  the  tribunals  of  his  own  country  for  trial,  to 
which  should  be  added  some  guard  of  responsibility 
upon  the  capturing  officer,  to  prevent  the  abusive  ex- 
ercise of  his  power.” 

[To  be  concluded  in  our  next.] 
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Extract  of  a letter  from  Mr.  Mams  to  Mr.  Rush , dated 
Department  of  State, 

Washington , June  24,  1823. 

“A  resolution  of  the  house  of  representatives,  al- 
Vnost  unanimously  adopted  at  the  close  of  the  last  ses- 
sion of  congress,  requested  ‘the  president  of  the 
United  States  to  enter  upon  and  to  prosecute,  from 
time  to  time,  such  negociations  with  the  several  ma- 
ritime powers  of  Europe  and  America,  as  he  may 
deem  expedient,  for  the  effectual  abolition  of  the 
African  slave  trade,  and  its  ultimate  denunciation  as 
piracy,  under  the  law  of  nations,  by  the  consent  of  the 
civilized  world.’ 

“At  the  two  preceding  sessions  of  congress,  com- 
mittees of  the  house  had  proposed  a resolution,  ex- 
pressed in  more  general  terms,  that ‘the  president  of 
the  United  States  be  requested  to  enter  into  such  ar- 
rangements as  he  may  deem  suitable  and  proper, 
with  one  or  more  of  the  maritime  powers  of  Europe, 
for  the  effectual  abolition  of  the  African  slave  trade;’ 
and  this  resolution  had,  in  each  case,  been  the  con- 
clusion of  a report,  recommending  that  the  United 
States  should  accede  to  the  proposal  of  a mutual  and 
qualified  concession  of  the  right  of  search.  The  sen- 
timents of  the  committee  were,  in  this  respect,  differ- 
ent from  those  which  had  been  expressed  by  the  exe- 
cutive department  of  the  government,  in  its  previous 
correspondence  with  that  of  Great  Britain.  No  de- 
cision by  the  house  of  representatives,  was  made 
upon  these  resolutions  proposed  at  the  preceding  ses- 
sions; but,  upon  the  adoption  of  that  which  did  pass 
at  the  last  session,  it  was  well  ascertained,  that  the 
sentiments  of  the  house,  in  regard  to  the  right  of 
search,  coincided  with  those  of  the  executive:  for 
they  explicitly  rejected  an  amendment  which  was 
moved  to  the  resolution,  and  which  would  have  ex- 
pressed an  opinion  of  the  house,  favorable  to  the  mu- 
tual concession  of  that  right. 

“You  have  been  fully  informed  of  the  correspon- 
dence between  the  governments  of  the  United  States 
and  of  Great  Britain,  concerning  the  suppression  of 
the  slave  trade  heretofore;  and  have  been,  from  time 
to  time,  effectually  instrumental  to  it  yourself.  You 
are  aware  of  the  grounds  upon  which  the  proposals, 
on  the  part  of  Great  Britain,  that  the  United  States 
should  accede  to  the  stipulations  similar  to  those 
which  she  had  succeeded  in  obtaining  from  Spain, 
Portugal  and  the  Netherlands,  were,  on  our  part,  de- 
clined. 

“The  subject  was  resumed  by  the  British  minister 
residing  here,  Mr.  S.  Canning,  a short  time  before  the 
decease  of  the  marquis  of  Londonderry.  It  was  sug- 
gested that,  since  the  total  disappearance  of  the  Bri- 
tish and  American  flags,  as  well  as  of  those  of  the 
nations  which  had  consented  to  put  the  execution  of 
their  laws  against  the  trade  under  the  superinten- 
dence of  British  naval  oflicers,  it  continued  to  flou- 
rish under  that  of  France;  that  her  laws,  though  in 
word  and  appearance  equally  severe  in  proscribing 
the  traffic,  were  so  remiss  in  the  essential  point  of 
execution,  that  their  effect  was  rather  to  encourage, 
than  to  suppress  it:  and  the  American  government 
was  urged  to  join  in  friendly  representations  to  that 
of  France,  by  instructing  the  minister  of  the  United 
States  at  Paris,  to  concur  in  those  which  the  British 
ambassador  at  that  court  had  been  charged  with  mak- 
ing, to  ensure  a more  vigilant  fulfilment  of  the  prohi- 
bitory laws.  This  invitation,  at  that  time  given  only 
in  oral  conference,  was  also  declined,  from  an  impres- 
sion, that  such  a concurrence  might  give  umbrage  to  ' 
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the  French  government,  and  tend  rather  to  irritation 
than  to  the  accomplishment  of  the  object  for  which  it 
was  desired.  Mr.  Gallatin  was,  nevertheless,  in- 
structed separately  to  bring  the  subject  to  the  notice 
of  the  French  government;  and  did  so  by  a note,  com- 
municating to  them  copies  of  the  recent  laws  of  the 
United  States  for  the  suppression  of  the  trade,  and 
particularly  of  that  by  which  it  has  subjected  every 
citizen  of  the  United  States,  who,  after  the^jassage  of 
the  law,  should  be  polluted  with  it,  to  the  penalties 
of  piracy. 

“On  the  29th  January  last,  Mr.  Canning,  in  a letter 
to  this  department,  repeated  the  invitation  of  a joint 
and  concurrent  remonstrance,  to  be  made  by  the 
British  ambassador  and  our  minister  in  France;  and 
at  the  same  time  called,  with  great  earnestness,  upon 
the  government  of  the  United  States,  either  to  accede 
to  the  principle  of  the  mutual  and  qualified  right  of 
search,  emphatically  pronounced,  in  his  belief,  to  be 
the  only  effectual  measure  devised,  or  likely  to  be  de- 
vised, ‘for  the  accomplishment  of  the  end,  or  to  bring 
forward  some  other  scheme  of  concert,’ which  it  again 
declared  the  readiness  of  his  majesty’s  minister  to 
examine  with  respect  and  candor,  as  a substitute  for 
that  of  the  British  cabinet. 

“However  discouraging  this  call  for  an  alternative 
might  be,  thus  coupled  as  it  was  with  so  decisive  a 
declaration  of  belief,  that  no  effectual  alternative  had 
been,  or  was  likely  to  be  devised,  an  opportunity  was 
offered,  in  pursuance  of  the  resolution  of  the  house 
of  representatives,  adopted  at  the  close  of  the  late 
session  of  congress,  for  proposing  a substitute,  in  our 
belief,  more  effectual  than  the  right  of  search  could 
be,  for  the  total  and  final  suppression  of  this  nefari- 
ous trade,  and  less  liable,  either  to  objections  of  prin- 
ciple or  to  abuses  of  practice. 

“This  proposition  was  accordingly  made,  in  my  let- 
ter to  Mr.  Canning  of  3 1st  of  March  last,  to  which  his 
letter  of  the  8th  of  April  was  the  answer.  In  this  an- 
swer Mr.  Canning  barely  notices  our  proposition,  to 
express  an  opinion  that  his  government  will  see  in  it 
nothing  but  an  acknowledgment  of  the  necessity  of 
further  and  more  effectual  measures,  and  then  pro- 
ceeds with  an  elaborate  review  of  all  the  objections 
which,  in  the  previous  correspondence  between  the 
two  governments,  had  been  taken  on  our  part  to  the 
British  connected  proposal  of  a mutual  right  of 
search,  and  a trial  by  mixed  commissions.  Our  ob- 
jection had  been  of  two  kinds;  first,  to  the  mixed  com- 
missions, as  inconsistent  with  our  constitution;  and, 
secondly,  to  the  right  of  search,  as  a dangerous  pre- 
cedent, liable  to  abuse,  and  odious  to  the  feelings  and 
recollections  of  our  country. 

“In  this  letter  of  Mr.  Canning,  the  proposal  of  trial 
by  mixed  commissions  is  formally  withdrawn,  and 
an  alternative  presented  as  practicable,  one  side  of 
which  only,  and  that  the  inadmissible  side,  is  distinct- 
ly offered,  namely,  of  trial  by  the  courts  of  the  captor. 

“The  other  side  of  the  alternative  would,  indeed, 
remove  our  constitutional  objection,  and  with  it  might 
furnish  the  means  of  removing  the  principal  inherent 
objection  to  the  concession  of  the  right  of  search, 
that  by  which  the  searching  officer  is  under  no  re- 
sponsible control  for  that  act. 

“But,  in  our  previous  correspondence,  our  strong 
repugnance  to  the  right  of  search  had  been  adverted 
to,  merely,  as  mattter  of  fact,  without  tracing  it  to  its 
source,  or  referring  to  its  causes.  The  object  of  this 
forbearance  had  been,  to  avoid  all  unnecessary  colli- 
sion with  feelings  and  opinions,  which  were  not  the 
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same  on  the  part  of  Great  Britain  and  upon  ours.  They 
had  been  willingly  left  undiscussed.  This  letter  of 
Mr.  Canning,  however  professedly  reviewing  all  the 
previous  correspondence  for  the  removal  or  avoid- 
ance of  our  objections,  and  contesting  the  analogy  be- 
tween the  right  of  search,  as  it  had  been  found  ob- 
noxious to  us,  and  as  now  proposed  for  our  adoption 
by  formal  compact,  I have  been  under  the  absolute 
necessity  of  pointing  out  the  analogies  really  existing 
between  them,  and  of  shewing  that,  as  right  of  search, 
independent  of  the  right  of  capture , and  irresponsible, 
or  responsible  only  to  the  tribunals  of  the  captor,  it 
is,  as  proposed,  essentially  liable  to  the  same  objec- 
tions as  it  had  been,  when  exercised  as  a belligerent 
right.  Its  encroaching  character,  founded  in  its 'na- 
ture as  aff  irresponsible  exercise  of  force,  and  ex-^ 
emplified  in  its  extension  from  search  for  contraband 
of  war,  to  search  for  enemy’s  property,  and  thence  to 
search  for  men  of  the  searcher’s  own  nation,  was  thus 
necessarily  brought  into  view,  and  connected  the  ex- 
hibition of  the  evils  inherent  in  the  practice,  w’ith  that 
of  the  abuses  which  have  been  found  inseparable 
from  it. 

“We  have  declared  the  slave  trade,  so  far  as  it  may 
be  pursued  by  citizens  of  the  United  States,  piracy; 
and,  as  such,  made  it  punishable  with  death.  The  re- 
solution of  the  house  of  representatives  recommends 
negociation,  to  obtain  the  consent  of  the  civilized 
world  to  recognize  it  as  piracy,  under  the  law  of  na- 
tions. One  of  the  properties  of  that  description  of 
piracies  is,  that  those  who  are  guilty  of  it  may  be  tak-  ’ 
en  upon  the  high  seas,  and  tried  by  the  courts  of  every 
nation.  By  the  prevailing  customary  law,  they  are  tried 
only  by  the  tribunals  of  the  nation  to  which  the  ves- 
sel belongs  in  which  the  piracy  was  committed.  The 
crime  itself  has  been,  however,  in  modern  times,  of 
so  rare  occurrence,  that  there  is  no  uniformity  in  the 
laws  of  the  European  nations,  with  regard  to  this 
point,  of  which  we  have  had  remarkable  and  deci- 
sive proof  within  these  five  years,  in  the  case  of  pi- 
racy and  murder,  committed  on  board  the  schooner 
Plattsburg,  a merchant  vessel  of  the  United  States. 
Nearly  the  whole  of  her  crew  were  implicated  in  the 
crime,  which  was  committed  on  the  high  seas.  They 
carried  the  vessel  into  Christiansand,  Norway,  there 
abandoned  her,  and  dispersed;  three  of  them  were 
taken  up  in  Denmark,  one  in  Sweden,  one  at  Dant- 
zig,  in  Russia,  and  one  in  France.  Those  taken  up  in 
Denmark,  and  in  Sweden,  were  delivered  up  to  offi- 
cers of  the  United  States,  brought  to  this  country, 
tried,  convicted,  and  executed.  The  man  taken  at 
Dantzig  was,  by  the  consent  of  the  Prussian  govern- 
ment, sent  to  Elsinure,  and  there  confronted  with 
those  taken  in  Denmark.  The  evidence  against  him 
on  examination  was  decisive:  but,  as  he  persisted  in 
the  refusal  to  confess  his  guilt,  the  Prussian  govern- 
ment, bound  by  an  established  maxim  of  their  muni- 
cipal law,  declined  either  to  deliver  him  up  or  to 
try  him  themselves,  but  sent  him  back  to  Dantzig, 
there  to  remain  imprisoned  for  life.  The  French  go- 
vernment, upon  advisement  of  the  highest  judicial 
authority  of  the  kingdom,  declined,  also,  either  to  try 
the  man  taken  up  there,  or  to  deliver  him  up,  unless 
upon  proof  of  his  guilt  being  produced  against  him, 
at  the  place  where  he  was  confined;  with  which  con- 
dition, it  not  having  been  in  our  power  to  comply,  the 
man  remained  there,  also  in  prison,  presumably  for 
life.  From  these  incidents,  it  is  apparent  that  there  is 
no  uniformity  in  the  modes  of  trial,  to  which  piracy, 
by  the  law  of  nations,  is  subjected  in  different  Euro- 
pean countries;  but  that  the  trial  itself  is  considered 
as  the  right  and  the  duty  only  of  the  nation  to  which 
the  vessel  belongs,  on  board  of  which  the  piracy  was 
committed.  This  was,  however,  a piracy  committed 
on  board  of  a vessel  by  its  own  creAV.  External  pira- 
cies, or  piracies  committed  by,  and  from  one  vessel 
against  another,  may  be  tried  by  the  courts  of  any 


country,  but  are  more  usually  tried  by  those  of  the 
country  whose  vessel  have  been  the  sufferers  of  the 
piracy,  as  many  of  the  Cuba  pirates  have  been  tried 
in  the  British  West  India  Islands,  and  some  of  them 
in  our  courts. 

“This  principle  we  should  wish  to  introduce  into 
the  system,  by  which  the  slave  trade  should  be 
recognized  as  piracy,  under  the  law  of  nations; 
namely,  that,  although  seizable  by  the  officers  and 
authorities  of,  every  nation,  they  shoujd  be  triable 
only  by  the  tribunals  of  the  country  of  the  slave 
trading  vessel.  This  provision  is  indispensable  to 
guard  the  innocent  navigator  against  vexatious  deten- 
tions, and  all  the  evils  of  arbitrary  search.  In  com- 
mitting to  foreign  officers  the  power,  even  in  a case 
, of  conventional  piracy,  of  arresting,  confining  and 
delivering  over  for  trial,  a citizen  of  the  United  States, 
we  feel  the  necessity  of  guarding  his  rights  from  all 
abuses,  and  from  the  application  of  any  laws  of  a 
country  other  than  his  own, 

“The  draft  of  a convention  is  herewith  enclosed, 
which,  if  the  British  government  should  agree  to 
treat  upon  this  subject  on  the  basis  of  a legislative 
prohibition  of  the  slave  trade  by  both  parties,  under 
the  penalties  of  piracy,  you  are  authorized  to  pro- 
pose and  to  conclude.  These  articles,  however,  are 
not  offered  to  the  exclusion  of  others  which  may  be 
proposed  on  the  part  of  the  British  government,  nor  is 
any  one  of  them,  excepting  the  first,  to  be  insisted  on 
as  indispensable,  if  others  equally  adapted  to  answer 
j their  purposes  should  be  proposed.  It  is  only  from 
the  consideration  of  the  crime  in  the  character  of  pi- 
racy that  we  can  admit  the  visitation  of  ourmerehant 
vessels  by  foreign  officers  for  any  purpose  whatever, 
and  in  that  case,  only  under  the  most  effective  respon- 
sibility of  the  officer  for  the  act  of  visitation  itself, 
and  for  every  thing  done  under  it. 

“If  the  sentiments  of  the  British  government  should 
be  averse  to  the  principle  of  declaring  the  trade  it- 
self, by  a legislative  act,  piratical,  you  will  not  pro- 
pose or  communicate  to  them,  the  enclosed  project 
of  convention.  Its  objects,  you  will  distinctly  un- 
derstand, are  two-fold  to  carry  into  effect  the  reso- 
lution of  the  house  of  representatives;  and  to  meet, 
explicitly  and  fully,  the  call  so  earnestly  urged  by  the 
British  government,  that,  in  declining  the  proposals 
pressed  by  them  upon  U3,  of  conceding  a mutual  and 
qualified  right  of  search,  we  should  offer  a substitute 
for  their  consideration.  The  substitute,  by  declaring 
the  crime  piracy,  carries  with  it  the  right  of  search 
for  the  pirates,  existing  in  the  very  nature  of  the 
crime.  But,  to  the  concession  of  the  right  of  search, 
distinct  from  the  denomination  of  the  crime,  our  ob- 
jections remain  in  all  their  original  force. 

“It  has  been  intimated  by  Mr.  S.  Canning,  that  the 
suggestion  itself,  to  the  British  government,  of  the 
propriety  of  their  passing  a legislative  act,  might  ex- 
cite in  them  some  repugnancy  to  it.  We  should  re- 
gret the  excitement  of  this  feeling  which  the  very  na- 
ture of  the  negociation  seems  to  foreclose.  Besides 
the  legislative  enactments,  which  have  been  vir- 
tually pressed  upon  us  by  all  the  invitations  to  con- 
cede the  right  of  search,  and  to  subject  our  citi- 
zens to  trial  for  violation  of  our  own  laws,  by  foreign 
tribunals,  Great  Britain,  in  almost  all  her  slave 
trade  treaties  has  required,  and  obtained,  express 
stipulations  for  the  enactment  of  prohibitory  laws, 
by  France,  Spain,  Portugal  and  the  Netherlands.  It 
was  not  expected  that  she  would  receive  with  reluc- 
tance, herself,  a mere  invitation  to  that  which  she 
had  freely  and  expressly  required  from  others.  Still, 
if  the  sentiment  should  exist,  we  would  forbear 
pressing  it  to  the  point  of  irritation,  by  importunity. 
You  will,  in  the  first  instance,  simply  state,  that,  if 
the  British  government  is  prepared  to  proclaim  the 
slave  trade  piracy,  by  statute,  you  are  authorized  to 
propose  and  to  conclude  a convention,  by  which  the 


NILES’ REGISTER— JULY  31,  1824— THE  SLAVE  TRADE. 


953 


mutual  co-operation  of  the  naval  force  of  Great  Bri- 
tain and  of  the  United  States  may  be  secured,  for 
Carrying  into  effect  the  law  which,  on  that  contingen- 
cy, will  be  common  to  both.  Should  the  obstacle  to 
the  preliminary  prove  insuperable,  you  will  refer  the 
objections,  on  the  part  of  the  British  cabinet,  to  this 
government,  for  consideration. 

“By  the  loose  information,  hitherto  communicated 
in  the  public  journals,  it  would  Seem  that  the  propo- 
sition for  recognizing  the  slave  trade  as  piracy,  by 
the  law  of  nations,  was  discussed  at  the  congress  of 
Verona.  We  are  expecting  the  communication  of 
the  papers  relating  to  this  subject,  promised  by  lord 
Liverpool  to  be  laid  before  parliament.  Heretofore, 
although  the  United  States  have  been  much  solicited 
and  urged  to  concur  in  the  measures  of  Great  Bri- 
tain and  her  allies,  for  the  suppression  of  the  trade, 
they  have  been  always  communicated  to  us  as  pur- 
poses consummated,  to  which  the  accession  of  the  Unit- 
ed States  was  desired.  From  the  general  policy  of 
avoiding  to  intermeddle  in  European  affairs,  we  have 
acquiesced  in  this  course  of  proceeding;  but,  to  carry 
fully  into  effect  the  late  resolution  of  the  house  of  re- 
presentatives, and,  to  pursue  the  discussions  hereaf- 
ter, with  Great  Britain  herself,  whether  upon  her 
proposals  or  upon  ours,  it  is  obviously  proper,  that 
communication  should  be  made  to  us  of  the  progress 
of  European  negociation,  for  accomplishing  the  com- 
mon purpose,  while  it  is  in  deliberation.  If  we  are 
to  co-operate  in  the  result,  it  is  just  that  we  should 
be  consulted,  at  least  with  regard  to  the  means  which 
we  are  invited  to  adopt.” 

SUPPRESSION  OF  THE  SLAVE  TRADE. 

A convention  for  the  suppression  of  piracy,  committed  by 
the  African  slave  trade. 

Article  1.  The  two  high  contracting  powers,  hav- 
ing each  separately,  by  its  own  laws,  subjected  their 
subjects  and  citizens,  who  maybe  convicted  of  carry- 
ing on  the  illicit  traffic  in  slaves  on  the  coast  of  Afri- 
ca, to  the  penalties  of  piracy,  do  hereby  agree  to  use 
their  influence,  respectively,  with  the  other  maritime 
and  civilized  nations  of  the  world,  to  the  end  that 
the  said  African  slave  trade  may  be  recognized  and 
declared  to  be  piracy,  under  the  law  of  nations. 

Article  2.  It  is  agreed  by  the  two  high  contracting 
parties,  that  the  commanders  and  commissioned  offi- 
cers of  either  nation,  duly  authorized  under  the  regu- 
lations and  instructions  of  their  respective  govern- 
ments, to  cruise  on  the  coasts  of  Africa,  of  America, 
or  of  the  West  Indies,  for  the  suppression  of  the  slave 
trade,  shall  be  authorized,  under  the  conditions,  limi- 
tations and  restrictions  hereinafter  mentioned,  to 
capture  and  deliver  over  to  the  duly  authorized  and 
commissioned  officers  of  the  other,  any  ship  or  vessel 
-arrying  on  such  illicit  traffic  in  slaves,  under  the  flag  of 
the  said  other  nation , for  the  account  of  their  subjects  or 
citizens,  to  be  sent  in  for  trial  and  adjudication  by  the  tri - 
bunals  of  the  country  to  which  such  slave  ship  or  vessel 
shall  belong.  And  the  said  commanders  and  commis- 
sioned officers  shall  be  further  authorized  to  carry, 
or  send  in,  any  such  slave-trading  ship,  so  by  them 
captured,  into  the  ports  of  the  country  to  which  such 
slave-trading  ship  shall  belong,  for  trial  by  the  tribu- 
nals, and  conformably  to  the  laws,  of  the  said  coun- 
try. But  the  slave  ship,  so  captured,  shall  not  be  sent 
into  the  ports  or  tried  by  the  tribunals  of  the  captor. 

Article.  3.  If  any  naval  commander  or  commis- 
sioned officer  of  the  United  States  of  America,  shall, 
en  the  high  seas,  or  any  where  without  the  territo- 
rial jurisdiction  of  the  said  states,  board  or  cause  to  be 
boarded,  any  merchant  vessel  of  Great  Britain,  and 
visit  the  same  as  a slave  trader,  or  on  suspicion  of 
her  being  engaged  in  carrying  on  the  illicit  traffic  in 
slaves,  in  every  case,  whether  the  said  visited  vessel 
shall  be  captured  and  delivered  over,  or  sent  into  the 
ports  of  her  own  country  for  trial  and  adjudication, 


or  not,  the  boarding  officer  shall  deliver  to  the  mas"' 
ter  or  commander  of  the  visited  vessel,  a certificate, 
in  writing,  signed  by  the  said  boarding  officer  with 
his  name,  and  the  addition  of  his  rank  in  the  service 
of  the  United  States,  and  the  name  of  the  public 
vessel  of  the  United  States,  and  of  her  commander, 
by  whose  order  the  said  visit  shall  have  been  or- 
dered; and  the  said  certificate  shall  declare,  that  the 
only  object  of  the  said  visit  is  to  ascertain  whether 
the  said  British  merchant  vessel  is  engaged  in  the 
slave  trade,  or  not;  and,  if  found  to  be  so  engaged,  to 
take  and  deliver  her  over  to  the  officers,  or  the  tri- 
bunals of  her  own  nation,  for  trial  and  adjudication. 
And  the  commander  of  the  said  public  vessel  of  the 
United  States,  shall,  when  he  delivers  her  over  to  the 
officers  or  tribunals  of  Great  Britain,  deliver  all  the 
papers  found  onboard  of  the  captured  vessel,  indicat- 
ing her  national  character,  and  the  objects  of  her 
voyage,  and  with  them  a like  certificate  of  visitation, 
in  writing,  signed  by  his  name,  with  the  addition  of 
his  rank  in  the  navy  of  the  United  States,  and  the 
name  of  the  public  vessel  commanded  by  him,  to- 
gether with  the  name  and  rank  of  the  boarding  offi- 
cer, by  whom  the  said  visit  was  made.  This  certifi- 
cate shall,  also,  specify  all  the  papers  received  from 
the  master  of  the  vessel,  detained  or  visited,  or 
found  on  board  the  vessel,  and  shall  contain  an 
authentic  declaration,  exhibiting  the  state  in  which 
he  found  the  vessel  detained;  and  the*  changes, 
if  any,  which  have  taken  place  in  it,  and  the  number 
of  slaves,  if  any,  found  on  board  at  the  moment  of 
detention.  And  the  same  duties  herein  described 
shall  devolve  upon  every  commander,  or  commis- 
sioned officer  of  the  royal  navy  of  Great  Britain,  by 
whom,  or  by  whose  order,  any  merchant  vessel  of  the 
United  States,  or  navigating  under  their  flag,  shall  be 
visited  for  the  said  purposes,  and  upon  the  boarding 
officer  by  whom  the  visit  shall  be  effected,  on  the 
high  seas,  or  any  where  without  the  territorial  juris- 
diction of  Great  Britain. 

Article  4.  No  merchant  vessel  of  either  of  the  con- 
tracting parties,  under  the  convoy  of  a public  vessel 
of  her  own  nation,  shall,  under  any  circumstances 
whatever,  be  captured  or  yisited  by,  or  from,  any 
public  vessel  of  the  other  nation,  as  being  engaged., 
or  on  suspicion  of  being  engaged,  in  the  slave  trade. 

Article  5.  No  search  shall  be  made  by,  or  under 
the  orders  of,  the  commander  or  boarding  officer  of 
any  public  vessel,  of  either  party,  visiting  any  mer- 
chant vessel  of  the  other,  as  being  engaged,  or  under 
suspicion  of  being  engaged,  in  the  slave  trade,  ex- 
cepting such  as  may  be  necessary  to  ascertain  if 
there  be  slaves  on  board  for  the  purposes  of  the  said 
traffic,  or  other  proof  that  the  said  vessel  is  so  engag- 
ed. No  person  shall  be  taken  out  of  the  said  visited 
or  captured  merchant  vessel  of  either  nation,  by  the 
commanding  officer  of  the  visiting  vessel,  or  under 
his  order.  Nor  shall  any  part  of  the  cargo  of  the  said 
visited  vessel  be  removed  out  of  her,  until  delivered 
over  to  the  officers,  or  tribunals,  of  her  own  nation. 

Article  6.  When  a merchant  vessel  of  either  na- 
tion shall  be  captured,  as  being  engaged  in  the  slave 
trade,  by  any  commander  or  commissioned  officer 
of  the  navy  of  the  other  nation,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of 
the  commander  of  any  public ship  of  the  navy  of  the 
nation  to  which  the  captured  vessel  shall  belong,  up- 
on the  offer  thereof  being  made  to  him  by  the  com- 
mander of  the  capturing  vessel,  to  receive  into  his  cus- 
tody the  vessel  so  captured,  and  to  carry  or  send  the 
same  into  the  ports  of  his  own  country,  for  trial  and 
adjudication.  And  at  the  time  of  delivery  of  the  said 
vessel,  an  authentic  declaration  shall  be  drawn  up,  in 
triplicates,  signed  by  both  the  commarders  of  the  de- 
livering and  of  the  receiving  vessels,  one  copy  of 
which  shall  be  kept  by  each  of  them,  stating  the  cir- 
cumstances of  the  delivery;  the  condition  of  the  ves- 
sel captured  at  the  thne  of  the  delivery;  the  number  of 
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slaves,  if  any.  on  board  of  her;  a list  of  all  the  papers 
received,  or  found  on  board  of  her  at  the  time  of  cap- 
ture, and  delivered  over  with  her,  and  the  names  of 
the  master  or  commander  of  the  captured  vessel,  and 
of  every  person  onboard  of  her,  other  than  the  slaves, 
at  the  said  time  of  delivery;  and  the  third  copy  of  the 
said  declaration  shall  be  transmitted  with  the  said 
captured  vessel,  and  the  papers  found  on  board  of 
her,  to  one  of  the  ports  of  the  country  to  which  the 
said  captured  vessel  shall  belong,  to  be  produced  be- 
fore the  tribunal  appointed  or  authorized  to  decide 
upon  the  said  capture;  and  the  commander  of  the 
said  capturing  vessel  shall  be  authorized  to  send  the 
boarding  officer,  and  one  or  two  of  his  crew,  with  the 
said  captured  vessel,  to  appear  as  witnesses  of  the  facts 
in  , relation  to  her  capture  and  detention,  before  the 
said  tribunal.  The  reasonable  expenses  of  which 
witnesses,  in  proceeding  to  the  place  of  trial,  during 
their  necessary  detention  there,  and  for  their  return 
to  their  own  country,  or  to  rejoin  their  station  in  its 
service,  shall  be  allowed  by  the  tribunal  of  trial;  and 
in  case  of  the  condemnation  of  the  captured  vessel, 
be  defrayed  from  the  proceeds  of  the  sale  thereof;  and 
in  case  of  the  acquittal  of  the  said  vessel,  they  shall 
be  paid  by  the  government  of  the  capturing  officer. 

Article  7.  The  commander  or  commissioned  offi- 
cer of  the  navy  of  either  of  the  contracting  parties, 
having  captured  a merchant  vessel  of  the  other,  as 
being  engaged  in  the  slave  trade,  if  there  be  no  pub- 
lic vessel  of  the  nation  to  which  the  said  captured 
vessel  belongs,  cruising  upon  the  same  station,  to  the 
commander  of  whom  the  said  captured  vessel  maybe 
delivered  over,  as  stipulated  in  the  preceding  ar- 


the  persons  and  vessels  concerned  in  that  traffic  for 
trial  and  adjudication,  by  the  tribunals  and  laws  of 
their  own  country. 

Article  10.  It  is  further  agreed,  that  this  right  of 
visiting,  detaining  and  delivering  over  for  trial,  ves- 
sels engaged  in  the  slave  trade,  shall  be  exercised 
only  by  the  commissioned  officers  of  the  navy  of  the 
parties  respectively,  furnished  with  instructions  from 
their  respective  governments,  for  the  execution  of 
their  respective  laws  for  the  suppression  of  the  slave 
trade.  That  the  boarding  officer,  and  the  captain  or 
commander  of  the  vessel  exercising  these  rights,  or 
either  of  them,  shall  be  personally  responsible,  in 
damages  and  costs,  to  the  master  and  owners  of  every 
merchant  vessel  so  by  them  delivered  over,  detained, 
or  visited,  for  every  vexatious  or  abusive  exercise  of 
the  right.  In  the  case  of  every  vessel  delivered  over, 
as  herein  stipulated,  for  trial,  the  tribunal  shall  be 
competent  to  receive  the  complaint  of  the  master, 
owner,  or  owners,  or  of  any  person  on  board  of  such 
captured  vessel,  or  interested  in  the  property  of 
her  cargo  at  the  time -of  her  detention;  and,  on 
suitable  proof  of  such  vexatious  or  abusive  deten- 
tion or  visitation,  to  award  reasonable  damages  and 
costs  to  the  sufferers,  to  be  paid  by  the  said  command- 
ing or  boarding  officer,  or  either  of  them,  so  charged 
with  vexatious  or  abusive  detention  or  visit.  And  the 
high  contracting  parties  agree,  that  their  respective 
governments  shall,  in  every  such  case,  cause  pay- 
ment to  be  made  of  all  such  damages  and  costs  so 
awarded,  to  the  persons  so  entitled  to  receive  them, 
within  twelve  months  from  the  date  of  such  award. 
And,  if  any  case  of  such  vexatious  or  abusive  deten- 


ticle,  shall  carry  or  send  the  said  captured  vessel  to  . tion  or  visit  should  occur,  in  which  the  vessel  de 


some  convenient  port  of  her  own  country,  there  tobe 
delivered  up  to  the  competent  tribunal,  for  trial  and 
adjudication.  And  the  said  captured  vessel  shall 
there  be  libelled,  in  the  name  and  behalf  of  the  cap- 
tors;  and  in  case  of  the  condemnation  of  the  said  ves- 
sel; the  proceeds  of  the  sale  thereof  and  of  her  cargo, 
if  also  condemned,  shall  be  paid  to  the  commander  of 


tained  or  visited  shall  not  be  delivered  over  for  trial 
and  adjudication,  as  herein  provided,  the  comman- 
der and  boardiug  officer,  by  whom  such  vexatious  and 
abusive  detention  or  visit  shall  have  been  made,  shall, 
also,  be  responsible,  in  cost3  and  damages*  to  the 
sufferers,  upon  complaint  before  the  competent  ad- 
miralty court  of  the  country  of  the  said  commander 


the  said  capturing  vessel,  for  the  benefit  of  the  cap-  j and  boarding  officer.  And  the  respective  govern 
tors;  to  be  distributed  according  to  the  established  Iments  shall,  in  like  manner,  cause  payment  to  be 
rules  of  the  service  of  the  nation  to  which  such  j made  of  any  damages  and  costs  awarded  by  said 
capturing  vessel  shall  belong,  for  the  distribution  of  j court,  w ithin  twelve  months  from  the  date  of  the 
prize  money.  award. 

Article  S.  The  captain  or  commander  and  crewT,  j Article  11.  A copy  of  this  convention,  and  of  the 
of  the  said  vessel  so  captured  and  sent  in  for  trial  and  laws  of  the  two  countries  actually  in  force  for  the 
adjudication,  shall  be  proceeded  against  conformably  \ prohibition  and  suppression  of  the  African  slave 
to  the  laws  of  the  country,  whereinto  they  shall  be  so  j trade,  shall  be  furnished  to  every  commander  of  the 
brought  upon  the  charge  of  piracy,  by  being  engaged  | public  vessels,  instructed  to  carry  into  effect  such 
in  the  African  slave  trade;  and  the  captain  or  com-  : prohibition.  And  in  case  any  such  commanding  offi- 
mander,  the  boarding  officer,  and  other  persons  be-  • cev  of  the  navy  of  the  United  States,  or  of  Great 
longing  to  the  capturing;  vessel,  shall  be  competent ! Britain,  shall  deviate  in  any  respectfrom  thedisposi- 
witnesses  to  the  facts  relating  to  the  said  charge  and  j tions  of  this  treaty,  and  from  the  instructions  of  his 
to  the  capture  of  the  said  vessel,  to  which  they  shall  government,  conformable  to  it.  the  government  which 
be  personally  knowing;  but  every  such  witness,  upon  ! shall  conceive  itself  to  be  "wronged  by  such  conduct, 
the  criminal  trial  for  piracy,  shall  be  liable  to  be  j shall  be  entitled  to  demand  reparation ; and  in  such 
challenged  by  the  person  accused,  and  set  aside  as  in-  ! case  the  government  of  the  nation,  to  the  service  of 
competent,  unless  he  shall  release  and  renounce  all  (which  he  may  belong,  binds  itself  to  cause  inquiry 
his  individual  claim  to  any  part  of  the  prize  money,  j to  be  made  into  the  subject  of  the  complaint,  and  to 
upon  the  condemnation  of  the  vessel  and  cargo.  j inflict  upon  him,  if  he  be  found  to  have  deserved  it,  a 

Article  9.  It  is  agreed  between  the  high  contract-  j punishment  proportioned  to  the  transgression  which 
ing  parties,  that  the  right  of  visiting,  capturing  and  has  been  committed. 

delivering  over  for  trial,  the  vessels  engaged  in  the  ; Article  12.  The  present  treaty,  consisting  of 

African  slave  trade,  and  assuming  their  respective ! articles,  shall  be  ratified,  and  the  ratifications  ex- 
flags, is  mutually  conceded  to  the  officers  of  their  re-  ’ 
spec  live  navies,  on  the  consideration  that  they  have, 
by  their  respective  laws,  declared  their  citizens  and 


subjects,  actively  participating  in  the  said  traffic 
guilty  of  the  crime  of  piracy. 

That  no  part  of  this  convention  shall  be  so  construed, 
as  to  authorize  the  detention,  search,  or  visitation,  of 
the  merchant  vessels  of  either  nation,  by  the  public 
officers  of  the  navy  of  the  other,  except  vessels  en- 
gaged in  the  African  slave  trade,  or  for  any  other  pur- 
pose whatever,  than  that  of  seizing  and  delivering  up 


i changed  within  one  year  from  this  date,  or  sooner,  if 
possible. 

In  witness  whereof,  the  respective  plenipotentia- 
ries have  signed  the  same,  and  thereunto  affixed  their 
seals. 

Done  at , the day  of , in  the 

year  of  our  Lord, . 

Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Middleton — No.  17. 

Department  of  State, 

Washington , 28th  July , 1823. 

Sir:  At  the  close  of  the  last  session  of  congress,  a 
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resolution  was  adopted  by  the  house  of  representa-  > 
tives,  almost  unanimously,  requesting  “the  president  j 
of  the  United  States  to  enter  upon  and  to  prosecute,  ’< 
from  time  to  time,  such  negociations  with  the  several j 
maritime  powers  of  Europe  and  America,  as  he  may ; 
deem  expedient,  for  the  effectual  abolition  of  the  j 
African  slave  trade,  and  its  ultimate  denunciation  as 
piracy,  under  the  law  of  nations,  by  the  consent  of 
the  civilized  world.” 

In  pursuance  of  this  resolution,  instructions  for 
carrying  it  into  effect  have  been  given  to  the  ministers 
of  the  United  States,  destined  to  the  republics  of  Co- 
lombia and  of  Buenos  Ayres,  and  to  the  minister  who 
has  recently  departed  for  Spain.  But,  as  a negocia- 
tion  for  co-operation  to  effect  the  suppression  of  the 
African  slave  trade,  had  already  been  commenced 
with  Great  Britain,  a special  instruction  upon  the 
subject  was  forwarded  to  Mr.  Rush,  together  with  a ! 
full  power,  and  a draft  of  a convention,  to  be  propos-  j 
ed,  in  substance,  to  that  government,  and  which  he 
has  been  authorized  to  conclude. 

A copy  of  that  instruction  and  draft  are  herewith ! 
enclosed;  the  general  terms  of  which  you  will  com-  | 
municate,  at  such  time,  and  in  such  manner,  to  the  j 
imperial  Russian  government,  as  you  shall  think  pro- ! 
per. 

You  will,  also,  communicate  to  them  the  purport  of 
the- resolution  of  the  house  of  representatives,  above 
cited,  and  copies  of  the  laws  of  the  United  States, 
prohibiting  the  slave  trade.  You  will  particularly 
invite  their  attention  to  the  two  sections  of  the  act  of 
15th  May,  1820,  by  which  this  offence,  when  commit- 
ted by  citizens  of  the  United  States,  is  subject  to  the 
penalties  of  piracy. 

The  proposal  that  this  principle  should  be  recogniz- 
ed by  the  general  consent  of  civilized  nations,  recom- 
mended by  the  resolution  of  the  house  of  represen- 
tatives, appears  to  be  substantially  the  same  with 
that  made  by  Great.Britain  at  the  congress  of  Verona. 
It  was  not  acceded  to  by  any  one  of  the  other  powers 
there  assembled,  and  the  conferences  on  this  subject 
terminated  there  by  a mere  renewal  of  the  joint  de- 
claration against  the  traffic,  of  the  congress  of  Vienna. 
So  long  as  the  trade  shall  not  be  recognized  as  piracy 
by  the  law  of  nations,  we  cannot,  according  to  our 
constitution,  subject  our  citizens  to  trial  for  being 
engaged  in  it,  by  any  tribunal  other  than  those  of  the 
United  States. 

The  admission  of  the  crime  as  piracy,  by  the  law  of 
nations,  would  seem,  necessarily,  to  subject  the  per- 
petrators of  it  to  capture  by  the  armed  force  of  every 
nation.  And  this  might  endanger  the  lawful  com- 
merce of  the  maritime  nations,  by  subjecting  them  to 
the  abuses  of  vexatious  searches,  without  some  spe- 
cial provision  to  guard  against  them. 

This  is  the  object  of  the  stipulations  proposed  in  the 
draft  herewith  transmitted;  requiring  that  all  vessels 
of  one  nation,  which  may  be  captured  as  slave  tra- 
ders, by  the  cruisers  of  another,  should  be  delivered 
over  for  trial  to  the  tribunals  of  their  own  country. 

You  will  see  that  Mr.  Rush  is  instructed  to  corres- 
pond with  you  upon  this  subject.  If  the  draft  of  the 
articles  enclosed  should  lead  to  the  conclusion  of  a 
convention  between  the  United  States  and  Great  Bri- 
tain, a communication  of  it  to  the  Russian  govern- 
ment will  be  made  as  soon  as  possible,  and  we  shall 
propose  that  his  imperial  majesty’s  accession  to  it,  if 
agreeable  to  him,  shall  be  invited. 

In  the  mean  time,  you  will  informally  suggest  to 
his  ministry,  that  it  will  be  the  desire  of  the  govern- 
ment of  the  United  States  to  proceed  in  this  matter, 
in  perfect  good  understanding  and  harmony  with 
them;  and  you  will  farther  intimate  that,  as  this  has 
now  become  a general  concern  of  the  whole  civilized 
world,  and  as  Great  Britain  is  negociating,  jointly  and 
severally,  with  each  and  every  of  her  allies  in  Europe, 
apart,  and  again  with  them  all  together,  while  she  is 


also  separately  treating  with  us,  we  wish  it  to  be 
considered  whether  it  would  not  be  expedient,  on  all 
sides,  that  communication  should  be  made  to  us  of  all 
the  jointly  concerted  measures,  while  they  are  mere 
proposals:  and  not  that  the  knowledge  of  them  should 
be  withheld  from  us,  until  they  are  matured  into  posi- 
tive treaties. 

I am,  with  great  respect,  sir,  your  very  humble  and 
obedient  servant,  JOHN  QUINCY  ADAMS. 

Henry  Middleton,  envoy  extraordinary  and 

minister  plenipotentiary  U.  States,  at  St.  Petersburg. 

J\Ir.  Mams  to  Mr.  Everett — No.  10. 

Department  of  state, 
Washington,  8th  August,  1S23. 

Sir:  At  the  close  of  the  last  session  of  congress,  a 
resolution  was  adopted,  almost  unanimously,  by  the 
house  of  representatives,  “That  the  president  of  the 
United  States  be  requested  to  enter  upon  and  to  pro- 
secute, from  time  to  time,  sueh  negociations  with  the 
several  maritime  powers  of  Europe  and  America,  as 
he  may  deem  expedient,  for  the  effectual  abolition  of 
the  African  slave  trade,  and  its  ultimate  denunciation 
as  piracy,  under  the  law  of  nations,  by  the  consent  of 
the  civilized  world.” 

In  pursuance  of  this  resolution,  instructions  for 
carrying  it  into  effect  have  been  given  to  the  ministers 
of  the  United  States,  destined  to  the  republics  of  Co- 
lombia and  of  Buenos  Ayres,  and  to  the  several  minis- 
ters of  the  United  States,  in  Europe. 

As  a negociation  for  co-operation,  to  effeet  the  sup- 
pression of  the  African  slave  trade,  had  already  been 
commenced  with  Great  Britain,  a special  instruction 
upon  the  subject  has  been  forwarded  to  Mr.  Rush, 
together  with  a full  power  and  a draft  of  a conven- 
tion, to  be  proposed,  in  substance,  to  the  British  go- 
vernment, and  which  he  is  authorized  to  conclude. 

A necessary  preliminary  to  the  conclusion  of  this 
proposed  convention,  should  it  meet  the  absent  of  the 
British  government,  will  be  the  enactment  of  a sta- 
tute, declaring  the  crime  of  African  slave  trading 
piracy,  by  the  British  law.  In  that  event,  it  is  pro- 
posed, by  proper  co-operation,  that  the  influence  of  the 
two  powers  should  be  exerted,  to  obtain  the  consent 
of  other  nations  to  the  general  outlawry  of  this  traffic, 
as  piracy,  In  the  mean  time,  to  give,  at  once,  effect 
to  the  concert  of  both  nations,  it  is  proposed  that  the 
armed  vessels  of  both,  duly  authorized  and  instructed, 
shall  have  power  to  capture  the  slave  trading  vessels 
which  may  assume  the  flag  of  either,  and,  if  not  of 
their  own  nation,  to  deliver  over  the  captured  slave 
trader  to  the  officers  or  tribunals  of  his  own  country, 
for  trial  and  adjudication. 

This  principle  is  essential,  as  connected  with  that  of 
constituting  the  traffic  piracy,  by  the  law  of  nations. 
So  long  as  the  offence  was  considered  as  of  inferior 
magnitude,  the  constitution  of  the  United  States  for- 
bade the  submmission  of  it,  when  charged  upon  the 
citizens,  to  any  foreign  tribunal;  and  when  the  crime 
and  the  punishment  are  aggravated  to  involve  the  life 
of  the  accused,  it  affords  but  a more  imperative  in- 
ducement for  securing  to  him  the  benefit  of  a trial  by 
his  countrymen  and  his  peers. 

It  appears  that,  at  the  conferences  of  Verona,  the 
proposition  was  made  by  the  British  government,  that 
the  slave  trade  should  be  recognized  and  proclaimed 
as  piracy  by  the  law  of  nations.  We  have,  therefore, 
reason  to  hope  that  the  proposal  now  made  to  them, 
on  the  part  of  the  United  States,  will  be  favorably 
considered  by  them.  In  that  case,  further  commu- 
nications on  the  subject,  with  other  governments,  will 
ensue. 

In  the  mean  lime,  to  fulfil  the  intentions  of  the 
house  of  representatives,  in  relation  to  the  Nether- 
lands, you  will  communicate  to  their  government  a 
copy  of  the  resolution,  together  with  copies  of  the 
laws  of  the  United  States,  prohibiting  the  slave  trade, 
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with  particular  notice  of  the  two  sections  of  the  act  of  ■ 
15th  May,  1820,  by  which  the  crime  of  being  concern-  j 
ed  in  the  African  slave  trade,  when  committed  by 
citizens  of  the  United  States,  is  declared  to  be,  and  is 
made  punishable  as  for  piracy.  And  you  will  an- 
nounce the  readiness  of  the  American  government, 
should  it  suit  the  views  of  his  majesty  the  king  of  the 
Netherlands,  to  enter  upon  a negociation,  for  the 
purpose  of  carrying  into  effect  the  object  of  the  re-  [ 
solution  of  the  house  of  representatives;  namely,  the 
denunciation  of  the  African  slave  trade  as  piracy,  by 
the  law  of  nations. 

I am,  with  great  respect,  sir,  your  very  humble  and 
obedient  servant,  JOHN  QUINCY  ADAMS* 

Alexander  H.  Everett,  esq. 

Charge  d'affaires  United  States,  to  the  Netherlands. 

&ctrads  of  a letter , No.  6 , from  Mr.  Mams  to  gen.  Dear- 
born, envoy  extram'dinctry  and  minister  plenipotentiary 

of  the  United  States , at  Lisbon,  dated 

Deeartment  of  state, 

' Washington,  August  14,  1823. 

“At  the  close  of  the  last  session  of  congress,  a reso- 
lution was  adopted,  almost  unanimously,  by  the  house 
of  representatives— ‘That  the  president  of  the  Unit- 
ed States  be  requested  to  enter  upon  and  to  prose- 
cute, from  time  to  time,  such  negociations  with  the 
several  maritime  powers  of  Europe  and  America,  a3 
he  may  deem  expedient,  for  the  effectual  abolition  of 
the  African  slave  trade,  and  its  ultimate  denuncia- 
tion as  piracy,  under  the  law  of  nations,  by  the  con- 
sent of  the  civilized  world.’ 

“A  negociation,  for  concerting  measures  of  co-ope- 
ration to  effect  the  suppression  of  the  African  slave 
trade,  had  already,  for  several  years,  been  pending 
with  Great  Britain;  for  which  reason  a special  instruc- 
tion has  been  transmitted  to  Mr.  Rush,  together  with 
a full  power  and  a draft  of  convention  to  be  proposed, 
in  substance,  to  the  British  government,  which  he  is 
authorized  to  conclude. 

“Should  this  proposal  meet  the  assent  of  the  Bri- 
tish government,  a necessary  preliminary  to  the  con- 
clusion of  the  convention  will  be  the  passage  of  an 
act  of  parliament,  declaring  the  crime  of  African 
slave  trading,  when  committed  by  British  subjects, 
piracy.  An  act  of  congress  to  that  effect,  as  relates 
to  citizens  of  the  United  States,  has  been  in  force,  as 
you  are  aware,  these  three  years.  When  the  crime 
shall  have  been  constituted  piracy  by  the  statute  law 
of  both  countries,  each  with  reference  to  its  own 
citizens  or  subjects,  the  principle  offered  by  the 
projected  convention  is,  that  the  armed  vessels  of 
each,  especially  empowered  and  instructed  to  that 
end,  shall  be  authorized  to  capture  slave  trading  ves- 
sels assuming  the  flag  of  the  other,  and  to  deliver  over 
the  captured  vessels  to  the  public  cruisers,  or  to  the 
tribunals  of  their  own  country  for  trial . This  plan 
is  offered  as  a substitute  for  that  which  was  offered 
to  us  by  Great  Britain,  which  was  predicated  on  the 
treaties  already  concluded  between  that  power  and 
Spain,  Portugal  and  the  Netherlands.  The  leading 
principle  of  these  treaties  was  the  mutual  concession 
of  the  right  of  maritime  search,  in  time  of  peace,  to 
the  armed  vessels  of  both,  cruising  for  slave  traders, 
and  a mixed  court  of  commissioners  and  arbitrators, 
sitting  in  colonial  possessions  of  the  parties,  for  the 
trial  of  the  delinquents.  To  this  system  the.  United 
States  have  steadily  declined  to  accede,  for  two  rea- 
sons: one,  because  they  had  an  invincible  repug- 
nance to  subject  their  merchant  vessels  to  the  mari- 
time search  of  foreign  officers,  in  time  of  peace;  and 
the  other,  because  they  could  not  subject  their  citi- 
zens to  the  jurisdiction  of  foreign  tribunals,  upon 
trials  for  offences  against  their  laws. 

“At  the  conferences  of  Verona,  the  British  govern- 
ment appears  to  have  proposed,  that  the  African 
fUve  trade  should  be  declared  piracy  by  the  law  of 


j nations.  This  is  the  same  proposition  recommended 
j by  the  resolution  of  the  house  of  representatives  of 
the  United  States.  The  ultimate  object  of  the  United 
States  and  of  Great  Britain,  therefore,  is  the  same. 

“The  negociations  suggested  by  the  resolution  of 
the  house,  must  depend,  materially,  for  their  charac- 
ter and  progress,  with  reference  to  other  powers, 
j upon  the  event  of  that  which  is  thus  pending  with 
| Great  Britain.  The  instructions  to  the  ministers  of 
the  United  States  in  other  countries  have,  therefore, 
been  only  of  a general  character.” 

“Portugal  is  the  only  maritime  power  of  Europe 
which  has  not  yet  declared  the  African  slave  trade, 
without  exception,  unlawful.  Her  own  internal  situa-? 
tion  has,  perhaps,  recently  tended  to  diminish  the 
influence  of  those  interests,  which  have  prevailed 
heretofore  to  delay  and  postpone  her  acquiescence 
in  the  principle  of  total  proscription  upon  that  trade. 
It  is  hoped  that  she  will  not  much  longer  resist  the 
predominating  spirit  of  the  age,  calling  so  loudly  upon 
the  rulers  of  mankind  effectually  to  put  down  the  cry- 
ing sin  of  that  abominable  traffic. 

“In  communicating  to  the  Portuguese  government 
copies  of  the  resolution  of  the  house  of  representa- 
tives, and  the  laws  of  the  United  States  prohibiting  the 
slave  trade,  you  will  state  that  the  government  of  the 
United  States  will  be  ready  to  enter,  at  any  time, 
when  it  may  suit  the  views  of  that  of  Portugal,  upon 
the  negociation  contemplated  by  the  resolution.” 

Mr.  Rush  to  Mr.  Mams,  giving  him  the  substance  of  a 
cmwersation  icith  Mr.  Canning. 

[extracts.] 

London,  October  9,  1823. 

“This  latter  subject,”  (the  slave  trade),  “he  said  it 
was  his  wish  to  take  in  hand  with  me  himself,  and 
thus  keep  it  detached  from  the  general  negociation.” 
“Whilst  we  were  speaking  of  the  mode  of  taking 
up  the  question  of  the  slave  trade,  I did  not  scruple  to 
intimate,  even  at  this  early  stage,  that,  unless  this  go- 
vernment w'as  prepared  to  say,  that  it  would  cause  a 
statute  to  be  passed,  declaring  the  trade  by  its  own 
subjects  to  be  piracy,  and  rendering  it  punishable  as 
such,  in  manner  as  had  been  done  by  the  United 
States,  that  I was  not  authorized  to  make  any  propo- 
sals upon  the  subject;  that  this,  in  fact,  was  the  only 
basis  upon  which  it  fell  within  the  intentions  of  mv 
government  to  attempt  any  arrangement  of  the  sub- 
ject whatever.  I was  happy  to  hear  Mr.  Canning 
say,  in  reply,  that  he  did  not,  speaking  from  his  first 
impressions,  see  any  insurmountable  obstacle,  upon 
this  score,  to  our  proceeding  with  the  subject.” 

Extract  from  No.  11,  o/  Mr.  Sheldon , charge  d'affaires  of 
the  United  States  at  Paris,  to  the  secretary  of  state. 

Paris,  October  16,  1823. 

“In  the  same  conference,  I also  informed  Mr,  de 
Chateaubriand  of  the  resolution  of  the  house  of  repre- 
sentatives respecting  the  slave  trade,  w'hich  made  the, 
subject  of  your  despatch,  No.  2,  of  the  14th  of  August. 
He  repeated,  in  substance,  wThat  he  had  before  stated 
to  Mr.  Gallatin,  in  conversation,  viz:  That  the 

French  government  were  sincerely  desirous  of  put- 
ting an  end  to  that  trade,  and  were  taking  all  the 
measures,  in  their  power  to  effect  it,  by  pursuing  of- 
fenders and  executing  rigidly  the  laws  nowin  ex- 
istence; but  that  the  public  opinion,  generally,  in 
France,  and  more  especially  in  the  chambers,  wras 
against  it,  owing,  not  only  to  the  prevalence  of  the  co- 
lonial interest  in  the  question,  but,  particularly,  to  the 
circumstances  under  which  their  stipulations  with 
England  upon  this  subject  had  been  made:  so  tender 
W'ere  they  upon  this  point,  that  the  proposition  of 
adding  new  rigors  to  their  laws,  would  be  taken 
as  a new  concession  to  that  power,  and,  instead 
of  being  adopted  in  the  chambers,  would  be  more 
likely  to  provoke  an  attempt  to  repeal  the  prohibitory 
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measures  already  established,  in  order  to  rid  them- 
selves, in  that  way,  of  one  of  the  charges  imposed 
upon  them  by  the  foreign  occupation;  that  time  was 
necessary  t®  wear  away  these  impressions;  and,  un- 
til that  should  have  arrived,  no  minister  in  France 


[translation.] 

Viscount  de  Chateaubriand  to  Mr.  Sheldon. 

Paris,  October  29,  18?  ’. 

Sir:  You  did  me  the  honor  of  writing  me,  cn  the 
15th  of  this  month,  that  the  government  of  the  Lnited 


could  be  strong  enough,  upon  this  point,  to  do  more  States  had  only  attained  the  effectual  suppression  of 
than  to  watch  over  the  execution  of  the  laws  already  i the  slave  trade  by  making  it  piracy,  and  by  render- 
in  force,  which  they  were  now  disposed  to  do,  fully  ing  those  guilty  of  it  liable  to  the  same  punishment, 
and  faithfully,  and  which,  if  not  entirely  efficient,  at  t You  have,  at  the  same  time,  informed  me,  that  that 
least  made  the  prosecution  of  the  trade,  under  the  government  was  disposed  to  co-operate  with  the  other 


French  flag,  hazardous  and  difficult 


powers,  by  ncgociations,  to  attain,  by  the  same  means, 


At  present,  therefore,  it  is  not  probable  that  France  j the  complete  and  general  abolition  of  this  traffic, 
will  consent  to  the  oroposal  of  the  president,  to  en-  I The  communication  which  you  did  me  the  honor  to 
ter  upon  the  negociation  contemplated  by  the  resolu-  ! address  tome,  cannot  but  deserve  great  consideration, 
tion  of  the  house  of  representatives.  I have,  how-  I have  requested  the  keeper  of  the  seals  to  review, 
ever,  made  the  proposal,  in  obedience  to  your  direc-  * with  great  care,  the  laws  and  ordinances  which  have 
tions;  and  have  the  honor  to  enclose  a copy  of  the  [been  made  in  France  for  obtaining  the  abolition  of 

the  trade;  to  certify,  after  this  examination,  in  what 
points  they  may  be  insufficient,  and  to  propose,  for 
completing  them,  in  case  of  need,  all  the  new  disposi- 
tions which  might  accord  with  the  independence  and 
rights  of  the  flag,  and  which  might  appear  most  pro- 
per to  assure,  in  France,  in  an  efficacious  manner, 
the  absolute  cessation  of  a traffic  so  contrary  to  the 
rights  of  humanity. 

Accept,  sir,  the  assurances,  &c. 

CHATEAUBRIAND. 

Extract  of  a letter  from  Mr.  Everett , charge  d'affaires, 
to  the  secretary  of  state,  dated 

Brussels,  November  20,  1823. 

“I  have  received  from  the  baron  de  Nagell  a preli- 
minary answer  to  my  note  of  the  7th,  upon  the  slave 
trade,  of  which  I have  the  honor  to  enclose  a copy.” 

[translation.] 

Mr.  Everett  to  Baron  de  Nagell. 

Brussels,  November  7,  1823. 
Sir:  I have  the  honor  to  subjoin  to  your  excel- 
lency, by  order  of  my  government,  a printed  copy  of 
the  laws  of  the  United  States,  which  forbid  their  citi- 
zens to  pursue  the  slave  trade;  also,  a copy  of  the 
resolution  of  the  house  of  representatives  of  the  8th 
of  February,  1823,  by  which  the  president  is  request- 
ed to  concert,  with  the  maritime  powers  of  Europe, 
and  of  America,  the  measures  which  may  be  most 
proper  to  effect  the  abolition  of  that  trade,  and  to 
make  it,  by  the  universal  consent  of  the  civilized 
world,  equivalent  to  the  crime  of  piracy. 

Your  excellency  will  remark,  that  it  is  already 
viewed  in  this  light  by  the  laws  of  the  United  States. 
The  act  of  15th  March,  1820,  declares,  (sect.  4 and  5), 
that  the  persons  subject  to  the  jurisdiction  of  the  re- 
j public,  who  shall  be  engaged  in  the  slave  trade,  either 
| by  seizing  these  unfortunates  by  force  or  fraud,  and 
carrying  them  on  board  their  vessels,  or  by  keeping 
them  there,  and  making  them  an  object  of  traffic, 
might  be  obtained  in  measures  which  we  had  found  | shall  be  deemed  pirates,  and  punished  with  death. 


letter  to  viscount  de  Chateaubriand,  in  which  I have 
communicated  to  him  that  resolution.” 


Extracts  from  No.  14,  of  Mr.  Sheldon,  charge  d'affaires, 
to  the  secretary  of  state , dated 

“Paris,  Nov.  5,  1823. 

fil  have  received  answers  from  viscount  de  Cha- 
teaubriand, on  the  subject  of  the  new  and  more 
effective  measures  proposed  against  the  slave  trade.” 
“On  the  subject  of  the  slave  trade,  the  answer 
manifests  a disposition  to  adopt  such  new  provisions 
as  may  be  found  necessary  for  its  more  effectual 
suppression;  and  this  disposition  really  exists;  but, 
after  what  Mr.  de  Chateaubriand  had  stated  in  con- 
versation, and  which  I have  already  communicated, 
these  new  and  more  rigorous  legislative  provisions 
can  only  be  introduced  gradually,  and  some  time 
will  be  required  for  effecting  that  purpose.” 


Mr.  Sheldon  to  the  viscount  de  Chateaubriand. 

Paris,  October  15,  1823. 

Sir:  The  minister  of  the  United  States  to  this 
court,  had,  some  time  before  he  left  Paris,  transmit- 
ted to  your  excellency  copies  of  the  laws  succes- 
sively adopted  by  the  United  States  for  the  suppres- 
sion of  the  slave  trade.  This  communication  was  in- 
tended for  the  special  purpose  of  making  the  French 
government  acquainted  with  the  fact,  that,  so  far  as 
the  United  States  were  concerned,  their  legislation 
upon  this  subject  had  been  effectual;  that  their  laws 
had  been  violated,  and  the  trade  had  continued,  un- 
til they  had  denounced  against  it  the  highest  punish- 
ment that  a human  tribunal  can  inflict.  Since  it  has 
been  declared  to  be  piracy,  and  punishable  with 
death,  the  American  flag  has  no  longer  been  soiled 
with  it. 

At  the  last  session  of  congress,  that  body,  desirous 
that  the  co-operation  of  the  other  maritime  powers 


to  be  so  effectual,  formally  requested  the  president 
to  enter  upon  and  prosecute  ncgociations  with  those 
powers,  to  that  end.  I have  the  honor  to  enclose  a 
copy  of  the  resolution  adopted,  with  great  unanimity, 
by  the  house  of  representatives,  upon  that  subject; 
and  I am  directed  to  declare,  that  the  president  is 
ready  to  enter  upon  the  negociation  contemplated  by 
it  with  France,  whenever  it  maybe  agreeable  to  her. 


n fact,  this  pretended  commerce  bears  all  the  cha- 
racteristics of  piracy:  that  is,  of  felony  committed  on 
the  sea.  And,  as  it  has  been  denounced  as  a crime  by 
the  greater  part  of  civilized  nations,  it  ought  to  fall 
into  the  particular  class  of  crimes  to  which  it  natu- 
rally belongs,  and  undergo  the  penalties  which  the 
usage  and  the  law  of  nations  impose  upon  them.  An 
unanimous  declaration  of  the  Christian  powers  to 


Instructions  to  the  same  effect  have  been  given  to  all  j this  effect,  would  inevitably  produce  the  entire  ces- 
the  ministers  of  the  United  States  accredited  to  fo-  isation  of  the  trade.  The  public  ships  of  each  power 
reign  powers,  and  the  favorable  results  which  are  [would  then  be  authorized,  by  the  law  of  nations,  to 
hoped  from  them  will  be  made  known,  at  the  earliest  ] cruise  against  the  persons  who  might  be  engaged  in  it, 
opportunities,  to  the  French  government.  It  may  be  without  regard  to  the  colour  of  the  flag  with  which 


expected  that  a co-operation  in  measures,  equally 
effectual  with  those  heretofore  brought  forward  for 
the  suppression  of  this  trade,  and  not  open  to  similar 
objections,  will  be  generally  and  readily  afforded. 

I beg  to  offer  to  your  excellency  the  renewed  as- 
-jqrances,  &c.  &c  Pf  SHELDON. 


they  might  pretend  to  be  sheltered.  Whilst,  if  the 
trade  is  only  regarded,  in  each  country,  as  an  offence 
against  the  municipal  laws,  it  would  be  lawful  for  any 
one  nation  alone,  by  permitting  it,  to  afford  an  asylum 
under  its  flag,  to  the  pirates  of  all  the  others. 

The  known  character  of  the  king,  and  the  zeal 
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which  his  majesty  has  already  displayed  in  his  efforts 
to  bring  about  the  abolition  of  this  infamous  com- 
merce, furnishes  a presumption  to  the  government 
of  the  United  States,  that  that  of  the  Low  Countries 
will  voluntarily  co-operate  with  it  to  that  effect.  In 
communicating  to  your  excellency  the  subjoined  pa- 
pers, and  in  praying  that  you  will  be  pleased  to  lay 
them  before  the  king,  I am  charged  to  announce  to 
him  the  desire  of  the  president  of  the  United  States 
to  obtain  the  co-operation  of  his  majesty  in  this  work 
of  justice,  and  to  establish  a concert  between  the  two 
powers,  in  the  measures  which  they  may  pursue,  in 
common,  to  render  th'e  slave  trade  equivalent  to  trie 
crime  of  piracy,  by  the  universal  consent  of  the 
Christian  world. 

I eagerly  embrace  this  occasion  to  renew  to  your 
excellency  the  homage  of  my  most  distinguished  con- 
sideration. A.  H.  EVERETT. 

[translation.] 

Baron  de  Nagell  to  Mr.  Everett. 

Brussels,  November  13,  1823. 

Sir:  I have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt 
of  your  note  of  the  7th  of  this  month,  containing  some 
propositions  in  regard  to  the  slave  trade,  and  to  inform 
you,  that,  without  delay,  I laid  this  paper,  and  its  en- 
closures, before  the  king. 

I shall  hasten  to  impart  to  you  the  determination  of 
his  majesty,  as  soon  as  I shall  have  been  informed  of 
it;  and,  in  the  mean  time,  I seize  this  opportunity  to 
renew  the  assurance  of  my  distinguished  considera- 
tion. A.  W.  C.  DE  NAGELL. 

[ With  J\h'.  Rush's  No.  2,  of  15th  March,  1824. — See 
page  233.] 

BRITISH  COUNTER  PROJET. 

C. — Preamble. 

His  majesty,  the  king  of  the  united  kingdom  of  Great 
Britain  and  Ireland,  and  the  United  States  of  North 
America,  being  desirous  to  co-operate  for  the  com- 
plete suppression  of  the  African  slave  trade,  by  mak- 
ing the  law  of  piracy,  as  applied  to  that  traffic  under 
the  statutes  of  their  respective  legislatures,  imme- 
diately and  reciprocally  operate  on  the  vessels  and 
subjects  or  citizens  of  each  other,  have  respectively 
appointed  their  plenipotentiaries  to  negociate  ana 
conclude  a convention  for  that  purpose;  that  is  to  say, 
on  the  part  of  his  Britannic  majesty,  the  right  honora- 
ble William  Huskisson,  &c.  &c.  and  the  right  honora- 
ble Stratford  Canning,  &c.  &c.  and  on  the  part  of  the 
United  States,  Richard  Rush,  envoy  extraordinary 
and  minister  plenipotentiary  from  those  states  to  the 
court  of  his  majesty;  which  plenipotentiaries,  after 
duly  communicating  to  each  other  their  respective 
full  powers,  found  to  be  in  proper  form,  have  agreed 
upon  and  concluded  the  following  articles: 

I.  The  commanding  and  commissioned  officers  of 
each  of  the  two  high  contracting  parties,  duly  autho- 
rized, under  the  regulations  and  instructions  of  their 
respective  governments,  to  cruise  on  the  coast  of  Afri- 
ca, of  America  and  of  the  West  Indies,  for  the  sup- 
pression of  the  slave  trade,  shall  be  empowered,  un- 
der the  conditions,  limitations  and  restrictions  herein- 
after specified,  to  detain, examine,  capture  and  deliver 
over  for  trial  and  adjudication,  by  some  competent 
tribunal,  of  whichever  of  the  two  countries  it  shall 
be  found  on  examination  to  belong  to,  any  ship  or  ves- 
sel concerned  in  the  illicit  traffic  of  slaves,  and  carry- 
ing the  flag  of  the  other,  or  owned  by  any  subjects 
or  citizens  of  either  of  the  two  contracting  par- 
ties, except  when  in  presence  of  a ship  of  war  of  its 
own  nation;  in  which  case  the  commanding  officer  of 
the  other  party,  instead  of  ordering  the  detention  or 
search  of  the  suspected  vessel  himself,  shall  give  in- 
formation of  his  suspicious  to  the  commander  of  the 
said  ship  of  war,  and  invite  him  to  cause  the  suspect- 
ed vessel  to  be  searched  and  detained  under  his  ex- 


clusive authority:  provided,  however,  that  the  delay- 
required  for  this  purpose,  be  not  such,  from  peculiar 
and  unavoidable  circumstances,  as  to  enable  the  sus- 
pected vessel  to  escape. 

It  is  further  agreed  that  any  such  ship  or  vessel,  so 
captured,  shall  either  be  carried  or  sent  by  the  cap- 
turing officer,  to  some  port  of  the  country  to  which  it 
belongs,  and  there  given  up  to  the  competent  autho- 
rities, or  be  delivered  up  for  the  same  purpose  to  any 
duly  commissioned  officer  of  the  other  party;  it  being 
the  intention  of  the  high  contracting  powers, .that  any 
ship  or  vessel  within  the  purview  of  this  convention, 
and  seized  on  that  account,  shall  be  tried  and  adjudg- 
ed by  the  tribunals  of  the  captured  party,  and  not  by 
those  of  the  captor. 

II.  In  the  case  of  any  ship  or  vessel  detained  by  the 
cruisers  of  either  of  the  two  contracting  parties,  on 
suspicion  of  carrying  on  the  slave  trade,  beiDg  found, 
on  due  examination,  by  the  boarding  officer,  to  be 
chartered  on  account  of  any  of  the  subjects  or  citi- 
zens of  the  other  party,  although  not  actually  bearing 
the  flag  of  that  party,  nor  owned  by  the  individuals  on 
whose  account  she  is  chartered,  or  by  any  other  citi- 
zens or  subjects  of  the  same  nation,  it  is  hereby 
agreed  that,  in  such  case,  also,  upon  the  delivery  of 
the  said  vessel  to  the  tribunals  of  that  country  to 
which  the  persons  on  whose  account  she  is  chartered 
belong,  the  vessel,  cargo  and  crew,  shall  be  proceed- 
ed against,  in  like  manner  as  any  other  vessel,  cargo 
and  crew,  within  the  purview  of  this  convention,  in 
so  far  as  the  general  practice  under  the  law  of  nations 
will  allow. 

III.  Whenever  any  naval  commander  or  commis- 
sioned officer  of  either  of  the  two  contracting  pow- 
ers, shall,  on  the  high  seas,  or  any  where  not  within 
the  exclusive  jurisdiction  of  either  party,  board  or 
cause  to  be  boarded,  any  merchant  vessel,  bearing 
the  flag  of  the  other  power,  and  visit  the  same  as  a 
slave  trader,  or  on  suspicion  of  her  being  concerned 
in  the  slave  trade,  in  every  such  case,  whether  the  ves- 
sel so  visited  shall,  or  shall  not,  be  captured  and  deli- 
vered over,  or  sent  into  the  ports  of  her  own  country 
for  trial  and  adjudication,  the  boarding  officer  shall 
deliver  to  the  master  or  commander  of  the  visited 
vessel,  a certificate,  in  writing,  signed  by  the  said 
boarding  officer,  and  specifying  his  rank  in  the  navy 
of  his  country,  together  with  the  names  of  the  com- 
mander by  whose  orders  he  is  acting,  and  of  the  na- 
tional vessel  commanded  by  him;  and  the  said  certi- 
ficate shall  further  contain  a declaration,  purporting 
that  the  only  object  of  the  visit  is  to  ascertain  whether 
the  merchant  vessel  in  question  is  engaged  in  the 
slave  trade  or  not;  and,  if  found  to  be  so  engaged,  to 
take  and  deliver  her  to  the  officers  or  tribunals  of 
her  own  country,  being  that  of  one  of  the  two  con- 
tracting parties,  for  trial  and  adjudication. 

In  all  such  cases,  the  commander  of  the  national 
vessel,  whether  belonging  to  Great  Britain  or  to  the 
United  Slates,  shall,  when  he  makes  delivery  of  his 
capture,  either  to  the  officers  or  to  the  tribunals  of  the 
other  power,  deliver  all  the  papers  found  on  board 
the  captured  vessel,  indicating  her  national  character 
and  the  objects  of  her  voyage,  and,  together  with 
these,  a certificate,  as  above,  of  the  visit,  signed  with 
his  name,  and  specifying  his  rank  in  the  navy  of  his 
country,  as  well  as  the  name  of  the  vessel  command- 
ed by  him,  together  with  the  name  and  professional 
rank  of  the  boarding  officer  by  whom  the  said  visit 
has  been  made. 

This  certificate  shall  also  contain  a list  of  all  the 
papers  received  from  the  master  of  the  vessel  detain- 
ed or  visited,  as  well  as  those  found  on  board  the  said 
vessel.  It  shall  also  contain  an  exact  description  of 
the  state  in  which  the  vessel  was  found  when  detain- 
ed, and  a statement  of  the  changes,  if  any,  which 
have  taken  place  in  it,  and  of  the  number  of  slaves,  if 
any,  found  on  board  at  the  moment  of  detention . 
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IV.  Whenever  any  merchant  vessel,  of  either  na- 
tion, shall  tfe  visited,  under  this  convention,  on  suspi- 
cion of  such  vessel  being  engaged  in  the  slave  trade, 
no  search  shall,  in  any  such  case,  be  m^de  on  board 
the  said  vessel,  except  what  is  necessary  for  ascer- 
taining, by  positive  and  sufficient  proofs,  whether  she 
is  or  is  not  engaged  in  that  illicit  traffic.  No  person 
shall  be  taken  out  of  the  vessel  so  visited,  though 
measures  of  restraint  and  personal  coercion,  neces- 
sary for  the  detention  and  safe  delivery  of  the  vessel, 
may  be  employed  against  its  crew,  by  the  command- 
ing officer  of  the  visiting  vessel,  or  under  his  orders; 
nor  shall  any  part  of  the  cargo  of  the  visited  vessel  be 
taken  out  of  her,  till  after  her  delivery  to  the  officers 
or  tribunals  of  her  own  nation;  excepting  only  when 
the  immediate  removal  of  all,  or  a part  of  the  slaves, 
if  any,  found  on  board  the  visited  vessel,  shall  be  ne- 
cessary, either  for  the  preservation  of  their  lives  or 
for  the  safety  of  the  persons  charged  with  the  navi- 
gation of  the  said  vessel  after  her  capture.  And  any 
of  the  slaves  so  removed,  shall  be  duly  accounted  for 
to  the  government  of  that  country  to  which  the  visited 
vessel  belongs,  and  shall  be  disposed  of  according  to 
the  laws  of  the  country  into  which  they  are  carried, 
the  regular  bounty,  or  head  money,  allowed  by  law, 
being,  in  each  instance,  secured  to  the  captors,  for 
their  use  and  benefit,  by  the  receiving  government. 

V.  Whenever  any  merchant  vessel,  of  either  nation, 
shall  be  captured,  under  this  convention,  it  shall  be 
the  duty  of  the  commander  of  any  ship  belonging  to 
the  public  service  of  the  other,  charged  with  the  in- 
structions of  his  government  for  carrying  into  execu- 
tion the  provisions  of  this  convention,  on  the  coast  of 
Africa,  of  America,  or  of  the  West  Indies,  at  the  re- 
quisition of  the  commander  of  the  capturing  vessel,  to 
receive  into  his  custody  the  vessel  so  captured,  and  to 
carry  or  send  the  same,  for  trial  and  adjudication, 
into  some  port  of  his  own  country.  In  every  such 
case,  at  the  time  of  the  delivery  of  the  vessel,  an  au- 
thentic declaration  shall  be  drawn  up  in  triplicate , and 
signed  by  the  commander,  both  of  the  delivering  and 
receiving  vessels,  one  copy,  signed  by  both,  to  be  kept 


where  a court  of  vice  admiralty  has  jurisdiction,  and 
there  give  it  up  to  the  competent  authorities,  for  trial 
and  adjudication.  The  captured  vessel  shall  then  be 
libelled  according  to  the  practice  of  the  court  taking 
cognizance  of  the  case;  and  in  case  of  its  being  con- 
demned, the  proceeds  of  the  sale  thereof,  and  of  its 
cargo,  if  also  condemned,  shall  be  paid  to  the  com- 
mander of  the  capturing  vessel,  for  the  benefit  of  the 
captors,  to  be  distributed  among  them  according  to  the 
rules  of  their  service  respecting  prize  money. 

VII.  The  commander  and  crew  of  any  vessel  cap- 
tured under  this  convention,  and  sent  in  for  trial, 
shall  be  proceeded  against  conformably  to  the  laws  of 
the  country  whereinto  they  shall  be  brought,  as  pirates 
engaged  in  the  African  slave  trade;  and  it  is  further 
agreed,  that  any  individual,  being  a citizen  or  subject 
of  either  of  the  two  contracting  parties,  who  shall  be 
found  on  board  any  vessel  not  carrying  the  flag  of  the 
other  party,  nor  belonging  to  the  subjects  or  citizens 
of  either,  but  engaged  in  the  illicit  traffic  of  slaves, 
and  seized  or  condemned  on  that  account,  by  the 
cruisers  of  the  other  party,  under  circumstances 
which,  by  involving  such  individual  in  the  guilt  of 
slave  trading,  would  subject  him  to  the  penalties  of 
piracy,  he  shall  be  sent  for  trial  before  the  competent 
court  in  the  country  to  which  he  belongs,  and  the  rea- 
sonable expenses  of  any  witnesses  belonging  to  the 
capturing  vessel,  in  proceeding  to  the  place  of  trial, 
during  their  detention  there,  and  for  their  return  to 
their  own  country,  or  to  their  station  in  its  service, 
shall,  in  every  such  case,  be  allowed  by  the  court,  and 
defrayed  by  the  country  in  which  the  trial  takes 
place. 

VIII.  The  right,  reciprocally  conceded  by  the  two 
contracting  powers,  of  visiting,  capturing  and  deliver- 
ing over  for  trial,  the  merchant  vessels  of  the  other, 
engaged  in  the  traffic  of  slaves,  shall  be  exercised 
only  by  such  commissioned  officers  of  their  respective 
navies  as  shall  be  furnished  with  instructions  for  ex- 
ecuting the  laws  of  their  respective  countries  against 
the  slave  trade. 

For  every  vexatious  and  abusive  exercise  of  this 


by  each  of  them,  stating  the  circumstances  of  thede-  right,  the  boarding  officer,  and  the  commander  of  the 
livery,  the  condition  of  the  captured  vessel  at  the  time  ; capturing  or  searching  vessel  shall,  in  each  case,  be 
of  delivery,  including  the  names  of  her  master  or  j liable  in  costs  and  damages  to  the  master  and  owners 


commander,  and  of  everyiother  person,  not  a slave,  on 
board  at  that  time,  and  exhibiting  the  number  of  the 
slaves,  if  any,  then  on  board  her,  and  a list  ot  all  the 
papers  received  or  found  on  board  at  the  time  of  cap- 
ture, and  delivered  over  with  her.  The  third  copy  of 
the  said  declaration  shall  be  left  in  the  captured  ves- 
sel, with  the  papers  found  on  board,  to  be  produced 
before  the  tribunal  charged  with  the  adjudication  of 
the  capture. 

And  the  commander  of  the  capturing  vessel  shall 
be  authorized  to  send  any  one  of  the  officers  under 
his  command,  and  one  or  two  of  his  crew,  with  the 
captured  vessel,  to  appear  before  the  competent  tri- 
bunal, as  witnesses  of  the  facts  regarding  her  deten- 
tion and  capture;  the  reasonable  expenses  of  which 
witnesses,  in  proceeding  to  the  place  of  trial,  during 
their  detention  there,  and  for  their  return  to  their  own 
country,  or  to  their  station  in  its  service,  shall  be  al- 
lowed by  the  court  of  adjudication,  and  defrayed,  in 
the  event  of  the  vessel  being  condemned,  out  of  the 
proceeds  of  its  sale.  In  case  of  the  acquittal  of  the 
vessel,  the  expenses,  as  above  specified,  of  these  wit- 
nesses, shall  be  defrayed  by  the  government  of  the 
capturing  officer. 

VI.  Whenever  any  capture  shall  be  made  under  this 
convention,  by  the  officers  of  either  of  the  contract- 
ing parties,  and  no  national  vessel  of  that  country,  to 
which  the  captured  vessel  belongs,  is  cruising  on  the 
same  station  where  the  capture  takes  place,  the  com- 
mander of  the  capturing  vessel  shall,  in  such  case, 
either  carry  or  send  his  prize  to  some  convenient  port 
of  its  own  country,  or  of  any  of  its  dependencies, 


of  any  merchant  vessel  delivered  over,  detained  or 
visited  by  them,  under  the  provisions  of  this  conven- 
tion. 

Whatever  epurt  of  admiralty  shall  have  cogni- 
zance of  the  cause,  as  regards  the  captured  vessel 
in  each  case,  the  same  court  shall  be  competent  to 
hear  the  complaint  of  the  master,  or  of  any  person 
on  board,  or  interested  in  the  properly  of  her  cargo, 
at  the  time  of  her  detention;  and,  on  clear  indubitable 
proof  being  given  to  the  court,  of  any  vexation  and 
abuse  having  been  practised  during  the  search  or  de- 
tention of  the  said  vessel,  contrary  to  the  provisions 
and  meaning  of  this  convention,  to  award  reasonable 
costs  and  damages  to  the  sufferers,  to  be  paid  by  the 
commanding  or  boarding  officer  convicted  of  such 
misconduct. 

The  government  of  the  party,  thus  cast  in  damages 
and  costs,  shall  cause  the  amount  of  the  same  to  be 
paid,  in  each  instance,  agreeably  to  the  judgment  of 
the  court,  within  twelve  months  from  after  the  date 
thereof. 

In  case  of  any  such  vexation  and  abuse  occurring 
in  the  detention  or  search  of  a vessel  detained  under 
j this  convention,  and  not  afterwards  delivered  over  for 
trial,  the  persons  aggrieved,  being  such  os  are  specie 
tied  above,  or  any  of  them,  shall  be  heard  by  any  court 
of  admiralty  of  the  country  of  the  captors,  before 
which  they  make  complaint  thereof,  and  the  com- 
mander and  boarding  officer  of  the  detaining  vessel 
shall,  in  each  instance,  be  liable,  as  above,  in  costs  and 
damages,  to  the  complainants,  according  to  the  judg- 
ment of  the  court,  and  their  government  shall  equally 
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in  the  republic,  which  he  so  eminently  contributed 

time,  indeed,  when 


cause  payment  of  the  same  to  be  made,  within  twelve  Fayette  should  be  received,  on  his  arrival,  as  a 
months  from  the  time  when  such  judgment  shall  have  benefactor  of  the  human  race,  and  as  a father 
been  pronounced. 

IX.  Copies  of  this  convention,  and  of  the  laws  of  j to  build  up  and  sustain,  at  a 
both  countries,  actually  in  force  for  the  prohibition  , ‘“men’s  souls  were  tried” — 
and  suppression  of  the  African  slave  trade,  shall  be  ! Be  it  resolved , by  the  mayor  and  city  council  of  Bal- 
lurnished  to  every  commander  of  the  national  vessels 'timore,  that  five  members  of  the  first  branch,  and 
of  either  party,  charged  with  the  execution  of  those  1 three  members  of  the  second  branch  of  the  city  coun- 
laws: and  in  case  any  such  commanding  officer  shall  icil,  be  appointed  a standing  committee,  to  advise  and 
be  accused,  by  either  of  the  two  governments,  of  hav-  j assist  and  co-operate  with  the  mayor  and  the  presi- 
ing  deviated,  in  any  respect,  from  the  provisions  of  dents  of  the  first  and  second  branches  of  the, council, 
this  convention  and  the  instructions  of  his  own  go-  {in  devising  and  directing  such  arrangements,  as  to 
vernment  in  conformity  thereto,  the  government  to  j them  shall  appear  best  fitted  to  demonstrate  to  the 
which  such  complaint  shall  be  addressed,  agrees,  ■ venerable  chief,  the  homage  of  the  heart  of  the  peo- 
hereby,  to  make  inquiry  into  the  circumstances  of  the  | pie  of  Baltimore;  regard  being  had  in  all  things  to  his 
case,  and  to  inflict  on  the  officer  complained  of,  in  the  j ease  and  comfort  during  the  stay  that  it  may  please 


event  of  his  appearing  to  deserve  it 
equal  to  his  transgression. 


punishment  jhim  to  make  with  us. 

And  be  it  further  resolved , 


That,  if  the  military,  or 


X.  The  high  contracting  parties  declare  that  the  j other  bodies  of  our  citizens,  shall  determine  to  pay 
right  which,  in  the  foregoing  articles,  they  have  each  jhim  the  honors  which  are  so  justly  due  to  his  disinte- 
reciprocally  conceded,  of  detaining,  visiting,  captur-  j rested  and  glorious  services  in  the  cause  of  liberty  in 
ing  and  delivering  over  for  trial,  the  merchant  vessels  j “two  worlds,”  (as  it  is  undersiood  they  will),  that  the 
of  the  other,  engaged  in  the  African  slave  trade,  is  committees  or  managers  thereof  be  requested  tocom- 
wholly  and  exclusively  grounded  on  the  consideration  municate  and  confer  with  the  committee  of  the  cor- 
of  their  having  made  that  traffic  piracy  by  their  respec-  poration  hereby  appointed,  to  produce  and  secure  or- 
tive  laws;  and  further,  that  the  concession  of  the  said  I der  and  harmony  in  whatever  measures  may  be 
right,  as  guarded,  limited  and  regulated  by  this  con-  j taken  to  shew  our  gratitude  and  respect  for  the  illus- 


vention,  is  meant  and  understood  by  them,  neither  to 
extend  to,  nor  in  any  way  to  affect,  any  other  existing 
or  eventual  right  of  search  or  of  capture  at  sea;  in 
like  manner  as  the  mode  of  delivery  and  adjudication 


trious  individual  referred  to. 

And  to  carry  the  preceding  resolutions  into  effect, 
Be  it  resolved , That  the  said  committee  shall  be, 
and  they  are  hereby  authorized,  with  the  approbation 


stipulated  in  this  convention,  is  not  intended  by  them  of  the  mayor,  to  draw  upon  the  register  of  the  city 


for  such  sum  or  sums  of  money  as  shall,  by  them,  be 
deemed  necessary  for  the  purposes  stated. 


to  affect,  in  any  way,  the  ordinary  modes  of  proceed- 
ing against  vessels  captured  on  the  high  seas,  under 
the  law  of  nations;  and  they  do  also  hereby  agree  and 
engage  to  use  their  influence,  respectively,  with  other 
maritime  and  civilized  powers,  to  the  end  that  the 
African  slave  trade  may  be  generally  declared  to  be 
piracy  under  the  law  of  nations. 

Treaty  with  Russia.  A treaty  between  the  Unit- 
ed States  and  Russia,  says  the  New  York  Evening 
Post,  has  been  brought  to  this  city,  by  a passenger  in 
the  Ganges,  from  St.  Petersburg.  The  treaty  is  be- 
lieved to  relate  to  that  part  of  the  north  west-coast, 

within  our  boundaries,  where  the  Russians  lately  I "xoitTd  atNew-York  as  to  toe  fate  of  her  crew;  and 
ZZSSttZS*  WhlC"’  “ 15  UDder-  j « ^s  been  ascertained  that**  tkousan*  mars  ’were 

j insured  on  her  cargo  in  that  city. 

| The  brig  Castor,  from  Portland,  was  captured  on  the 
29th  June,  in  the  mouth  of  the  harbor  of  Matanzas, 


Pirates.  The  pirates  have  again  commenced  their 
depredations  in  the  neighborhood  of  Havana  and  Ma- 
tanzas, on  a large  scale;  the  following  are  a few  of 
the  instances  that  came  to  our  knowledge  during  the 
present  week: 

The  schooner  JJereatar,  of  N.York,  was  captured  on 
the  3d  inst.  near  Matanzas.  A passenger,  named  Jose 
Manual  Rey, after  being  bound  and  hoisted  by  the  neck, 
in  order  to  extort  from  him  information  as  to  money, 
was  set  on  shore  at  Matanzas.  Great  uneasiness  is 


stood,  has  now  been  abandoned. 

La  Fayette.  Bv  an  arrival  at  New  York  from 


Havre,  brmgmg  advices  to  the  lath  June  we  regret  j b a iratical  vessel,  which  carried  her  into  a small 
to  earn  that  this  distinguished  friend  of  liberty  would  j > P h alf  way’ between  that  place  and  Havana, 
not  be  ready  to  embark  for  this  country  by  the  1st  and’brought  her  toln  anchor.  They  then  robbed  her 

of  nearly  all  her  cargo,  stripped  the  captain  and  crew 
of  their  clothing,  and  severely  beat  them  with  their 


of  July,  as  was  anticipated 

Extensive  and  splendid  preparations  are  making  in 
allparts  of  the  country,  to  givehim  a reception  becom- 
ing the  gratitude  of  a free  people,  to  whose  cause  he 
so  gallantly  devoted  his  “life,  fortune  and  sacred  ho- 
nor.” 

The  following  preamble  and  resolutions  were  una- 
nimously adopted  by  both  branches  of  the  city  coun- 
cil of  Baltimore,  on  the  23rd  inst. 

Whereas  the  early  friend  of  American  liberty , and  to  the  isiand  of  Camron>  got  on  the 

A1! ! bar  and’  tea!  o/er  into  deep  water,  whence  was 

cargo, 


cutlasses. 

The  brig  John,  of  Portland,  bound  to  Matanzas,  has 
arrived  there,  having  been  robbed  near  that  port  by 
open  boats. 

The  brig  Betsey  Doyle,  of  Middleton,  Con.  also 
bound  to  Matanzas,  has  been  robbed  near  that  place. 

The  British  brig  Pnnce,  of  Liverpool,  from  New 


* fjEXt;  : boarded  by  pirates,  stripped  'and  robbed  of  he'r 


surviving  general  officer  of  the  revolution,  the  illus 
trious  La  Fayette,  is  about  to  revisit  our  shores,  and 
witness  for  himself  the  blessed  effects  that  have  fol- 


j and  all  hands  murdered ! 

A Colombian  privateer  schooner  had  captured  two 


v,  luiesiiui  . . piratical  schooners,  and  killed  manv  of  the  pirates  in 

lowed  the  establishment  of  a sovereign  and  indepen-  ..  . ..  , ’ • _ • 

V . , , the  action.  A felucca,  in  company  with  the  schoon- 

dent  Erovernment,  based  on  the  eternal  principle  that  , . . r 

. " » . j n , < ers,  escaped  into  Matanzas,  and  hercrewwereim- 

“all  men  are  created  tree  and  equal,  and  endowed  by  , r > 

their  Creator  with  certain  natural  and  unalienable  P isonea. 


rights,  among  which  are  life,  liberty,  and  the  pursuit 
of  happiness,”  in  the  “management  of  their  own 
affairs  in  their  own  wav 


George  Walton.  The  fourth  volume  of  the  bio- 
i graphy  of  the  signers  of  the  declaration  of  indepent 


And,  whereas,  it  is  the  undoubted  desire  of  all  the  ' dence,  by  Wain,  has  been  published.  Among  the 
jood  people  of  the  city  of  Baltimore,  that  general  La  I memoirs  comprised  in  it  is  that  of  George  Walton 
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one  of  the  revolutionary  patriots  of  Georgia.  The  j 
following  is  extracted  into  the  National  Gazette: — j 

“George  Walton  had  no  school  education.  In  his  j 
boyhood  he  was  apprenticed  to  a carpenter,  who 
rigidly  required  the  performance  of  his  daily  labor, 
and  would  not  allow  him  the  use  of  a candle  at  night. 
He  collected  light- wood  during  the  day,  by  the  light 
of  which,  as  a torch,  he  read  and  studied  and  greatly 
improved  his  mind.  From  Virginia,  he  made  his 
way  to  Georgia,  where  he  obtained  admission  into  a 
lawyer’s  office  and  qualified  himself  for  the  bar.  He 
rose  to  the  stations  of  chief  justice  and  governor  of 
Georgia.  He  was  six  times  elected  to  congress; 
once  as  senator.” 

Brewstef.’s  machine.  From  the  National  Intelli- 
gencer, addressed  to  the  editors — 

Gentlemen:  I know  not  whether  the  following  infor- 
mation be  in  favor  of,  or  against  the  tariff,  but  I sate  it 
as  intelligence  that  must  be  received  by  every  true 
friend  to  the  prosperity  and  advancement  of  the  arts 
and  manufactures  of  our  country. 

I saw,  in  your  paper,  this  morning,  an  account  of 
Mr.  Gilbert  Brewster’s  improvements  in  machinery 
for  spinning  wool.  He  has  made  large  machines  at 
the  price  of  $2,700,  and  has  made  this  declaration  that, 
if  any  person  will  take  one  of  his  machines  and  put 
it  into  full  operation  for  two  years,  and  give  him  the 
savings  made  between  this  machine  and  the  old  or 
common  mode  of  spinning  wool,  he  will  give  the  ma- 
chine without  any  further  charge.  The  English  spin- 
ners cannot  spin  for  less  than  two  pence  or  three 
pence  per  lb.  Mr.  Brewster’s  machine  facilitates  the 
spinning  so  much,  as  to  have  reduced  the  price  to  one 
cent  per  lb.!  And  not  only  the  best  merino  wool  can 
be  spun  at  this  price,  but  even  the  finest  Saxon  wool, 
so  much  superior  even  to  the  merino,  and  of  which 
the  very  finest  and  highest  priced  cloths  are  made. 
The  English,  the  best  manufacturers  in  Europe,  will 
be  left  as  much  behind  us  soon,  in  the  woollen,  as 
they  are  at  present  in  the  coarse  cotton  goods.” 

The  account  proceeds  to  say  that  Mr.  Brewster  lives 
in  Norwich,  Conn.;  that  he  has  already  made  20,000 
dollars  worth  of  his  machines,  and  has  orders  for 
more  to  a large  amount.  gCJ^It  is  easy  for  a person, 
when  he  first  sees  one  of  these  machines  at  work,  to 
apprehend  that  it  thinks! — so  various  are  the  motions 
performed  by  it. 

The  Merrimac  manufactory.  This  is  the  most 
flourishing  and  promising  establishment  of  the  kind  in 
the  United  States.  The  exclusive  object  of  the  com- 
pany is  the  manufacturing  and  printing  cotton  goods 
or  calicoes.  About  500  pieces  or  2500  yards  are 
turned  out  daily.  None,  however,  have  yet  been 
prepared  for  market,  the  stamping  factory  having  not 
been  in  operation.  One  factory  only  is  now  in  ope- 
ration, in  which  are  employed  about  200  females. 
Another  factory,  together  with  the  printing  and  dyeing 
works,  and  machine  shop,  will  be  in  full  operation  in 
the  course  of  a few  months,  which  will  require  at  least 
1000  hands.  The  population  of  this  village,  which, 
previous  to  the  establishment  of  this  manufactory, 
was  a mere  wilderness,  is  now  about  one  thousand. 
The  street,  on  which  the  dwelling  houses  are  erected 
for  those  employed  in  the  factories,  is  very  hand- 
somely located,  being  about  half  a mile  in  length 
and  fronting  a canal,  which  conveys  the  water  to  the 
factories  from  the  old  Pawtucket  canal,  which  was 
originally  made  for  the  convenience  of  navigation 
around  the  falls,  which  has  been  widened  and  the 
locks  undergone  a thorough  repair.  Another  canal 
has  been  projected,  on  which  the  ground  has  been 
staked  out  for  more  factories — two,  it  is  understood, 
will  be  erected  each  successive  year.  The  water  pri- 
vilege surpasses,  perhaps,  any  in  the  United  States, 
and  i3  estimated  sufficient  to  employ  50,000  persons. 


Several  elegant  dwelling  houses  have  been  built,  and 
a stone  church  is  now  nearly  finished.  The  plan  of 
j the  whole  work  is  very  judicious  and  conveniently 
arranged;  and  does  honor  to  the  projectors. 

[New  York  Patriot. 

Indians.  We  extract  from  the  “National  Govern- 
ment Journal”  the  following  list,  comprising  the 
names  and  grades  of  the  Indian  delegates  now  at  the 
seat  of  government.  These  Indians  are  all  strangers 
to  civilization  and  the  arts,  having  seen  little  or  no- 
thing of  our  manners  and  customs,  except  the  Pian- 
kashaws.  They  are  fine  looking  men,  and  the  most 
of  them  discover  that  perfection  cf  form  which  nature 
seems  so  carefully  to  preserve  among  the  sons  of  the 
forest.  They  held  their  first  audience,  which  was 
only  introductory,  with  the  secretary  of  war,  on  Sa- 
turday last.  After  the  transaction  of  some  business, 
they  will  proceed  through  our  principal  cities,  as  far 
as  New-York,  and  return  by  the  way  of  the  lakes. 

Gen.  Wm.  Clark,  superintendent  of  Indian  affairs 
at  St.  Louis. 

Lawrence  Taliaferro,  Indian  agent  at  Fort  St.  An- 
thony, St.  Peter’s. 

Geo.  H.  Kennedy,  Indian  agent  for  the  Missouri 
river. 

Interpreters. 

M.  Blundaw,  for  the  Foxes  and  Sacs.  % 

T.  Henry,  for  the  same,  and  clerk,  etc. 

B.  Vasquez,  acting  sub-agent  and  interpreter  for  the 
Ioways. 

N.  Dashmay,  for  thePiankashaws. 

C.  Hesso,  for  the  Chippeways  and  Menomenie 
W.  Dixon,  for  the  Sieux. 

Sankys , or  Sturgeons. 
Pah-she-pah-how,  (Stabber),  1st  chief. 
Kai-kee-kai-maih,  (All  Fish),  chief. 

Wai-kee-chai,  (Crouching  Eagle),  chief. 

Kee-o-kuck,  (Watchful  Fox),  1st  war  chief. 
Kai-kee-kai  main,  (All  Fish),  warrior. 

Sah-col-o-quit,  (Rising  Cloud),  warrior. 

jMusqukeys , or  Foxes. 

Tai-mah,  (the  Bear  whose  scream  makes  the  rocks 
tremble),  1st  chief. 

Kai-pol-e-quah,  (White  nosed  Fox,)  chief. 
Pee-mash-ka,  (the  Fox  winding  in  his  course),  chief. 
Kee-sheswa,  (sun),  warrior. 

Met-tah-chai-hah,  (Crouching  Fox),Kee-o-kuk’s  wife, 
a Fox  squaw. 

Pee-quah-no,  (Bushy-tailed  Fox),  Tai-mah’s  wife,  a 
Fox  squaw. 

Nah-liah-shee-ta,  (Pee-quah-no  and  Tai-mah’s  daugh- 
ter.) 

Pian-kashau's , or  Miamies. 
Non-dah-ka-chingcr,  (Water  God),  chief. 

Mah-you-j ah,  (Rapid  Thunder),  chief. 

Pah-a-geser  Ioivays — the  people  seen  in  a fog. 
Mah-hos-kah,  (White  Cloud),  chief. 

Mah-ne-hah-nah,  (Great  Walker),  chief. 
Rant-che-che-wai-me,  (Female  Flying  Pigeon),  Mah 
has-kah’s  wife — Ioway  squaw. 

Menomine , or  Wild  Oats. 

A-mick-quew,  (the  Spoon),  warrior. 

Chippeways. 

Pee-che-ker, (Buffalo),  chief. 

No-tin,  (Wind),  chief. 

NacataSj  or  Siexix — the  amiable  people. 
She-tah-wah-coe-wah-mene,  (the  Sparrow  that  hunts 
as  he  walks.) 

Eesh-tah-hum-leah,  (the  sleepy  eye.) 

The  simplicity  of  truth.  A Paris  paper  of  the  13th 
Feb.  says — A horrible  murder  has  just  been  commit- 
ted at  Cormeil,  near  Paris.  Twenty-two  robbers 
entered  a farm  house  and  murdered  the  master  and 
servants,  to  the  number  of  eleven  persons.  A little 
girl,  only  ten  years  of  age,  escaped  the  miscreants,  by 
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hiding  herself  in  a dog  kennel.  She  recognized  the 
voice  of  one  of  the  assassins,  as  the  farrier  attached 
to  the  farm.  On  the  following  day,  the  magistrates 
proceeded  to  the  spot.  The  farrier’s  wife  stated  that 
her  husband  had  been  absent  for  several  days;  but 
a gendarme,  as  he  was  going  away,  perceived  one  of 
the  farrier’s  children,  and  enquired  where  his  father 
was.  The  child  replied,  “My  papa  is  busy  with  some 
persons  counting  money  in  the  cellar.”  The  officers 
entered  the  cellar,  and  the  twenty- two  brigands  were 
taken  into  custody,  and  committed  to  the  prison  of 
Versailles. 

Strange  legal  facts.  To  burn  a house  of  which 
the  criminal  is  tenant  at  will,  is  capital;  but  if  he  has 
a lease,  it  is  only  a misdemeanor.  To  wound  cattle 
is  a capital  crime;  to  wound  a man  is  only  a misde- 
meanor. A comedian,  who  performs  in  a theatre 
royal,  is  a reputed  person;  but  if  the  same  comedian 
plays  the  same  character  in  a theatre  which  wants  the 
stamp  of  royalty,  he  is  a rogue  and  a vagabond.  A 
gentleman  of  large  property  may  hunt  on  the  ground 
of  a man  of  small  property,  while  the  man  of  small 
property  may  not  hunt  on  his  own  ground.  Peers  and 
members  of  parliament  cannot  be  arrested  for  debt, 
but  their  creditors  may.  [ English  paper. 

FOREIGN  NEWS. 

From  London  papers  to  the  20th  June. 

Great  Britain  and  Ireland.  A proposition  had  been 
discussed  at  a public  meeting  in  London,  for  forming 
a canal  between  Bristol  and  the  English  channel, 
large  enough  for  ship  navigation.  The  object  is  to 
avoid  the  dangerous  passage  around  the  Land’s  End, 
especially  in  winter.  The  cost  is  estimated  at  one 
million  two  hundred  thousand  pounds.  The  resolu- 
tions were  adopted. 

Information  had  been  received  of  the  passage  into 
a law  of  the  tariff  bill  in  England. 

The  petition  of  the  merchants  of  London,  praying 
for  the  recognition  of  the  independence  of  the  South 
American  governments,  was  to  be  called  up  in  the 
house  of  commons  on  the  15th  ult.  The  Second  read- 
ing of  the  Irish  insurrection  act  was  passed  on  the 
14th  ult. 


■ Accounts  from  Galway,  in  Ireland,  represent  the 
j western  part  of  that  country  as  in  a state  of  “frightful 
1 distress,”  and  that  the  condition  of  the  country  was 
so  alarming,  that,  if  the  peasantry  were  not  relieved, 
“starvation  must  be  the  inevitable  consequence.” 

: The  typhus  fever  had  also  set  in,  and  several  fami- 
lies were  reduced  to  a scanty  morsel  once  in  twenty- 
j four  hours.  There  was  a total  want  of  employment, 
i France.  M.  de  Chateaubriand  has  been  suddenly 
! dismissed  from  the  ministry,  and  Mr.  Villele  appoint- 
ed to  fill  his  place  ad  interim.  It  does  not  appear  to 
be  a matter  of  much  importance;  though  there  are 
many  speculations  about  it. 

It  is  stated  that  the  health  of  the  king  of  France  is 
in  a precarious  state;  that  the  next  arrivals  may  pro- 
I bably  bring  an  account  of  his  death. 

The  bill  for  holding  septennial  parliaments  has 
! passed  in  the  house  of  deputies,  by  a vote  of  292 
' to  87. 

j Mr.  Fenwick,  bishop  of  Cincinnati,  in  North  Arne- 
; rica,  has  just  left  Lyons  on  his  return  from  Rome, 

| Avhere  he  has  been  to  solicit  the  benedictions  and  the 
j assistance  of  the  head  of  the  church  in  favor  of  his 
• diocess,  one  of  the  most  extensive  in  the  world,  and 
J perhaps  the  poorest.  He  proceeds  to  Paris,  whence 
1 he  returns  to  his  diocess  by  way  of  England. 

I Spain.  There  have  been  riots  at  Madrid  because 
of  a lack  of  bread.  The  bakers’  shops  were  protected 
by  a strong  military  guard.  The  kingdom  is  yet  in  a 
very  unsettled  state.  The  presence  of  the  French 
j troops  only  prevents  the  breaking  out  of  a civil  war. 

{ Turkey  and  Greece.  Letters  from  Constantinople 
i are  to  the  17th  May.  It  now  appears  certain  that 
; the  evacuation  by  the  Turks  of  Moldavia  and  Wal- 
I lachia  has  been  determined  on.  The  porte  has  de- 
spatched several  couriers  to  Bucharest  and  Jassy  to. 
regulate  the  final  evacuation  of  those  provinces. 
There  were  only  3,000  Turkish  troops  in  the  two 
principalities. 

The  captain  pacha  sailed  for  the  Dardanelles  on  the 
1st  May,  for  the  supposed  purpose  of  attacking  some 
I of  the  islands.  He  was  closely  watched  by  the  Greeks. 

I The  patriots  have  lately  captured  18  Turkish  trans- 
i ports.  At  the  last  accounts,  they  had  about  200,000h 
j sterling  in  their  treasury,  in  coin.  Their  affairs  look 
well. 


The  bill  to  repeal  the  act  to  prevent  artizans  leav-  j 
ing  the  country,  was  read  a third  time  and  passed  in  j 
the  house  of  lords. 

The  deputy  earl  marshal  of  England  died  at  Lon- 
don on  the  17th  June  last. 

Two  persons,  eminent  in  literature,  were  reported 
to  be  engaged  in  writing  the  memoirs  of  lord  Byron. 
They  are  said  to  have  been  long  intimate  with  his 
lordship,  and  to  be  both  in  possession  of  authentic  do- 
cuments. 

A letter-carrier  at  the  London  post  office  has  been 
sentenced  to  death  for  secreting  a letter  containing  a 
51.  note. 

A Chinese  lady,  said  to  be  very  beautiful,  is  in  Lon- 
don. She  is  said  to  be  the  first  female  from  that 
country  who  ever  visited  England.  . 

N.  Goodsel,  late  of  New  York,  but  now  of  Leigh 
street,  Burton-crescent,  London,  has  obtained  a pa- 
tent for  a machine,  or  piece  of  machinery,  for  break- 
ing, scutching  and  preparing  flax  and  hemp  for  use, 
upon  an  improved  method,  and  threshing  out  the 
seed  thereof,  and  which  is  applicable  to  the  threshing 
of  any  other  kind  of  grain,  and  also  for  shelling  clover 
and  other  seeds. 

A patent  has  been  taken  out  in  England,  for  a ma- 
chine, for  making  all  kinds  of  shoes,  gloves,  caps  and 
hats,  cartouch  boxes,  scabbards  and  sword  sheathes, 
of  one  piece  of  leather,  without  any  seam  or  sewing 

whatever. 

American  3 per  cents,  June  12, 80  80£;  6’s  of  1812, 
IN  -.j : do.  of  1S15,  104;  U.  S.  bank  shares  24 1. 5s. 


Letters,  recently  received  from  Greece,  convey 
the  agreeable  intelligence,  that  the  Turks,  who  had 
affected  a landing  in  Candia  and  Negropont,  were  re- 
pulsed at  the  first  mentioned  place,  with  great  slaugh- 
ter. The  force  of  Ulysses  at  Negropont  was  considera- 
ble, and  it  was  fully  expected  that  the  utmost  extent 
of  the  evil  of  the  arrival  of  the  Turkish  troops  would 
be  only  to  prolong  the  resistance  of  that  fortress. 
The  Turks  are  said  to  have  abandoned  all  idea  of  in- 
vading the  Morea  this  summer 

It  is  stated  that  two  Austrian  vessels,  when  on  their 
way  from  Constantinople  to  Alexandria,  had  been 
boarded  by  the  Greeks,  and  several  Turkish  passen- 
gers taken  out,  who  were  held  until  high  ransoms 
were  paid.  A complaint  had  been  made  upon  the 
subject  to  the  Greek  government,  and  the  answer 
was  as  folloivs: — “The  executive  were  sorry  to  hear 
of  the  affair,  and  hoped  it  would  be  satisfactorily  ex- 
plained. It  was  notorious,  however,  that  Austrian 
vessels  were  employed  in  conveying  Turkish  officers 
j as  passengers  to  the  fortresses  besieged  by  the  Greeks, 
and  in  other  ways  violating  neutrality.” 

A press  has  been  established  at  Nauplia,  which 
Avas  sent  to  the  Greek  government  by  Mr.  Firmin  Di- 
dot. It  is  the  second  Avhich  this  enlightened  typogra- 
pher has  bestowed  on  the  Greeks. 

The  friends  of  lord  Byron  have  objected,  in  the 
most  positive  manner,  to  the  removal  of  his  body  to 
England.  It  is  to  be  interred  atZante. 

Egypt.  It  is  reported  that  6,742  men  were  lost  by 
thebloAving  up  of  the  arsenal  at  Cairo,  among  whom 
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were  three  pachas.  The  Weckabites  have  possessed  » The  following  is  the  decree  of  the  congress  of  Mexi- 
themselves  of  all  Arabia,  and  declared  war  against  co  in  relation  to  the  ex-emperor: 


V/X  U1A  -i****v*«, y 

Egypt.  Upper  Egypt  is  said  to  be  in  insurrection,  at 
the  head  of  which  is  a religious  fanatic. 

East  Indies.  At  Madras,  Pondichery,  &c.  the  pco-  | 
pie  are  suffering  exceedingly  for  the  want  of  food. 
The  rice  stores  had  been  broken  open  and  plundered  | 
by  a crowd,  supposed  to  be  100,000  strong 


The  sovereign  constituent  congress  of  Mexico  have 
been  pleased  to  issue  the  following  decree: — 

1st.  That  D.  Augustin  de  Iturbide  shall  be  declared 
a traitor  and  outlaw,  from  the  first  moment  that  he 
may  appear  in  any  part  of  our  territory,  under  any 
pretence  or  title  whatsoever. 

2d.  Whoever  may  use  means  to  favor  his  return  to 


Sierra  Leone.  The  intelligence  recently  received  *o.  vvnoever  may  use  means  10  ia>oi  ms 
from  this  colony  places  the  death  of  sir  Charles  ! the  Mexican  republic,  either  by  encomiastic  pub  he® 
McCarthy  beyond  all  doubt.  He  was  killed  at  a j hons  or  in  any  other  manner,  shall  be  declared  trai- 
place  called  Assamacow.  His  force  amounted  to  j tors  to  the  confederation,  and  shall  be  judged  confor- 
.100  regulars  and  1,100  militia  when  attacked  by  the  mabhta Ml te  law  of  the  2nh  of 


Ashantees.  Only  two  officers  and  twenty-five  me: 
escaped.  The  officers  were  brevet  major  Ricket  and 
Lieutenant  Erskine.  The  Ashantees  quartered  sir 
Charles,  and  it  was  said  the  king  had  taken  his  skull 
for  a helmet.  The  1,100  militia  were  Fantees.  The 
Ashantoe  force  was  supposed  to  be  about  10,000. 

Colombia.  The  newloan,  to  the  amount  of  1.4,750,000 
stock,  has  been  contracted  for  by  the  agents  of  the 
Colombian  government  and  the  house  of  B.  A.  Gold- 
smidt  and  Co.  at  the  rate  of  6 per  cent,  per  annum, 
payable  half-yearly,  without  deduction.  The  whole 
loan  to  be  redeemed  at  the  expiration  of  thirty  years. 

By  a letter  from  Laguira,  dated  July  3,  we  are  in- 
formed that  10,000  men  would  leave  that  place  in  a 
few  days  for  Puerto  Cabello,  where  they  yviil  be  em- 
barked for  Chagres,  to  join  gen-  Bolivar  in  Peru. 

Mexico.  A conspiracy  has  lately  been  discovered 
in  the  Mexican  capital,  having  for  its  object  the  pro- 
clamation of  Iturbide.  A xooman  acted  as  secretary. 
The  official  papers  were  headed  “God,  independence 
and  the  he  roof  Iguala.”  Among  the  conspirators, 
twenty-two  in  number,  are  a general  of  division,  two 
brigadier  generals,  two  lieutenant  colonels  and  seve- 
ral conspicuous  citizens.  A council  of  war  has  been 
held,  two  persons  have  been  sentenced  to  death  and 
the  remainder  doomed  to  perpetual  banishment. 

Official  documents  published  by  order  of  government. 
Letter  from  his  excellency  D.  Augustin  de  Iturbide. 

“The  love  of  country  animated  our  troops  at  Iguala; 
it  led  me  to  encounter  every  obstacle,  and  it  still  burns 
in  my  heart,  notwithstanding  the  decree  of  the  8th 
April,  1822,  and  the  means  used  by  certain  authori- 
ties to  injure  my  good  name;  all  of  which  proceeded 
from  erroneous  impressions,  or  personal  malignity. 

I respect  the  Mexican  nation,  for  whom  I can  enter- 
tain no  other  feelings  than  those  of  affection  and  eter- 
nal gratitude. 

‘■'■The  designs  of  the  European  powers  against  the  new 
world , will  shortly  be  developed.  I have  resolved  to 
place  myself  in  a situation  where  I may  fly  to  the  aid 
of  my  countrymen,  if  they  should  require  my  service. 

I suspected  that  certain  ministers,  accredited  at  the 
court  of  Tuscany,  would  use  means  to  frustrate  my  in- 
tentions; these  suspicions  have  been  confirmed  by 
public  acts,  with  which  the  sovereign  congress  are,  no 
doubt,  acquainted. 

“It  will  be  for  the  representatives  of  the  nation  to 
consult  and  decide  whether  my  services,  in  a military 
capacity,  only,  may  not  be  of  some  utility,  by  uniting 
the  public  voice,  and  by  contributing  with  my  sword 
to  secure  the  liberty  and  independence  of  my  coun- 
try. I can  offer  the  most  confident  assurance  that  I 
shall  be  enabled  to  bring  with  me  arms,  ammunition, 
clothing,  and  money;  and  I solemnly  protest,  that 
when  1 see  Mexico  with  her  liberty  secured,  her  peo- 
ple united,  and  her  enemies  vanquished,  I shall  most 
cordially  congratulate  her  on  the  dangers  she  has 
passed,  and  cheerfully  retire  to  private  life. 

“My  first  wish  is  for  the  happiness  of  my  country, 
and  for  her  I offer  up  my  fervent  vows  to  Heaven. 

Augustin  de  Ituiibidf.. 
To  the  sovereign  constituent  congress  of  Mexico. 

London , \Z(h  February,  1824. 


3d.  The  same  declaration  is  made  against  all  per- 
sons who  may  aid  or  abet  any  foreign  invader,  and 
they  will  likewise  be  amenable  to  the  aforesaid  law. 

The  supreme  executive  power  will  take  the  neces- 
sary measures  for  the  due  execution  of  this  decree, 
and  will  cause  it  to  he  printed,  published  and  circu- 
lated throughout  the  empire. 

Jose  M.  Cabrera,  president . 

Mexico,  28 th  April,  1824. 


Foreign  State  Paper. 

The  following  is  a copy  of  the  note  addressed  by  the 
grand  vizier  Ghalib  pacha  to  lord  Strangford,  com- 
plaining of  the  conduct  of  England. 

“The  ambassador,  our  friend,  never  ceases  saying 
to  the  sublime  porte,  that  the  laws  of  his  country  do 
not  allow  the  court  of  London  to  prevent  the  English 
from  aiding  the  Greek  rebels  in  making  war  against 
the  Mussulmen,  arid  that  it  has  no  power  to  punish 
these  acts  of  glaring  injustice.  If  any  person,  endow  - 
ed  with  less  sagacity  than  our  friend,  the  ambassador, 
had  advanced  such  an  assertion,  we  should  have  sup- 
posed it  had  been  done  with  the  intention  of  knowing 
how  far  credulity  could  extend.  It  is  too  absurd  to 
say,  that  any  government,  however,  administred,  and 
whatever  may  be  its  laws,  has  not  the  power  of  pre- 
venting its  own  subjects  from  making  war  according 
to  their  own  pleasure,  and  to  violate  treaties  which 
exist  between  their  government  and  another  power. 
The  adminstration  and  internal  law’s  of  England  have 
a reference  only  to  the  English.  The  regulations  of 
a state  cannot  be  quoted  as  a justification  of  the  im- 
proper conduct  of  the  subjects  of  any  state  whatever 
against  any  other  power;  these  things  must  be  regu- 
lated by  international  lawr,  which  forms  the  basis  of 
all  relations  betwreen  governments  and  nations,  and 
not  the  laws  or  customs  of  any  individual  state.  Let 
us  suppose,  (which  God  forbid),  that  a part  of  the 
subjects  of  Great  Britain  were  in  open  rebellion 
against  the  king,  and  that  the  subjects  of  another  so- 
vereign, at  peace  and  on  friendly  terms  with  Great 
Britain,  for  example,  those  of  the  sublime  porte, 
were  to  send  them,  publicly,  succours  of  every  de- 
scription, ammunition,  money,  provisions,  and  effec- 
tive officers,  would  England  admit  as  an  excuse  for 
such  conduct,  that  the  porte  had  not  a right,  or  had 
not  the  powrer,  to  control  the  improper  conduct  of 
its  subjects,  because  the  law’s  of  the  country  gave  to 
every  Mussulman  the  right  of  making  wrar  on  all 
those  who  did  not  profess  the  same  faith.  If  these 
principles  were  admitted,  what  would  be  the  situa- 
tion of  one  country  with  regard  to  another?  That 
general  peace  England  pretends  to  have  so  much  at 
heart,  would  no  longer  depend  on  treaties  or  on  the 
laws  of  nations.  It  would  be  at  the  mercy  and  ca- 
price of  the  passions  of  the  people.  It  would  be  sup- 
posed that  every  thing  was  done  in  preserving  the 
appearance  of  friendship,  and  each  government 
would  think  it  had  done  its  duty  in  saying  to  its  neigh- 
bor, “I  am  your  very  sincere  and  disinterested  friend; 
be  contented  with  this  assurance,  and  do  not  be  dis- 
pleased if  my  subjects  go  to  cut  the  throats  of  yours.” 
But  does  our  friend  the  ambassador  believe  us  de- 


GILES’ REGISTER— JULY  SI,  18244— MILITARY  ACADEMY. 


S66 


prived  of  common  sense,  when  he  pretends  that  his 
government  has  not  the  power  to  exercise  a just  con- 
trol over  the  conduct  of  its  subjects?  The  English 
government  had  this  power,  and  hastened  to  use  it, 
when  it  was  thought  necessary  to  prevent  English 
vessels  from  carrying  a little  corn  to  the  Turkish  gar- 
risons dying  with  hunger,  and  at  least  reckoned 
on  the  humanity  of  an  old  friend.  The  existence  of 
this  power  was  clearly  demonstrated  then,  and  the  mi- 
serable death  of  many  Mussulmen  proves  it  too  well. 
If  we  are  at  peace  with  England,  we  have  certainly 
the  right  to  demand  that  the  court  of  London  should 
not  permit  its  subjects  to  make  war  against  us.  If  the 
government  disapproves  of  the  hostile  conduct  of  its 
subjects,  why  does  it  not  say  to  them,  one  for  all, 
“The  porte  has  been  our  friend  for  ages;  we  have 
no  complaints  to  make  of  it;  and  justice,  therefore, 
requires  it  should  have  no  cause  to  complain  of  us;  it 
fulfils  its  treaties,  and,  therefore,  we  must  fulfil 
ours.”  Why  does  not  the  English  government  use  this 
language?  Why  has  it  never  said  one  word  to  the  Eng- 
lish people  which  resembles  friendship  to  us?  Our 
friend,  the  ambassador,  is  angry  that  we  do  not  every 
thing  which  he  asks.  Can  he  reasonably  be  asto- 
nished at  this?  He  always  uses  words  full  of  friend- 
ship for  us;  but,  does  he  believe  that  we  are  ignorant 
of  all  the  mischief  that  his  countrymen  seek  to  do  us? 
How  are  we  to  reconcile  his  words  with  their  ac- 
tions? We  cannot,  in  fact,  comprehend  these  con- 
tradictions. The  sublime  porte  asks,  what  it  is  justi- 
fied in  asking,  that  the  English  should  be  forbidden 
henceforward  to  carry  on  hostilities  against  the  Mus- 
sulmen, either  in  person  or  by  sending  money  or  am- 
munition, (as  they  now  do  openly  and  publicly),  or  by 
establishing  under  the  nose  of  the  Ionian  government 
the  centre  of  their  machinations  against  the  interests 
of  the  sublime  porte.  It  is  clear  that  the  English  go- 
vernment can  prevent  all  this  if  it  will;  and  it  should 
will  this. 

The  following  concluding  paragraph  of  lord  Strang- 
ford’s  note  to  the  Turkish  government,  is  given  in  the 
London  Times,  of  the  8th  ult. 

After  fulfilling  the  orders  of  the  king,  his  master, 
the  undersigned  (lord  Strangford)  has  the  honor  to 
inform  the  “sublime  porte,  that  he  is  authorized  by 
the  emperor  of  all  the  Russias,  to  make  known  that 
the  complete  and  immediate  evacuation  of  the  principalities 
is  at  present  the  only  and  sole  condition  on  which  his 
imperial  majesty  hinges  the  re-establishment  of  his 
diplomatic  relations  with  the  Ottoman  government; 
that  this  condition,  at  all  times  the  first,  is  likewise  the 
last;  and  that  as  soon  as  the  sublime  porte  shall  fulfil, 
on  this  essential  point,  what  treaties  prescribe,  the 
new  minister  of  his  imperial  majesty  will  leave  Pe- 
tersburgh  to  proceed  to  Constantinople,  and  will  re- 
new the  relations  of  friendship,  so  long  interrupted, 
and  prove  to  the  divan,  by  a conduct  always  frank 
and  loyal,  the  disposition  of  the  Russian  cabinet  to 
bury  all  its  former  differences  in  profound  oblivion. 
This  declaration,  which  is  as  noble  as  it  is  friendly, 
constitutes  a new  epoch  in  the  important  negociation 
which  now  occupiesathe  attention  of  Europe.  It  re- 
duces the  question  to*its  simplest  elements.  The  sub- 
lime porte  is  now  officially  informed,  that  the  re- 
turn of  a Russian  mission  depends  only  on  one  con- 
dition— that  of  executing  its  treaties:  in  other  words, 
the  condition  of  doing  that  which  is  just,  useful  and 
indispensable.” 


Military  Academy. 

Report  of  hoard  of  visitors  on  the  last  general  examination. 

Department  of  war,  July  1,  1824. 
■Major  general  E.  P.  Gaines,  president 

of  the  board  of  visitors  of  the  military  academy. 
Sir:  I have  received  and  read,  with  much  satisfac- 


tion, the  report  of  the  board  of  visitors  on  the  last 
general  examination  of  the  cadets  of  the  military 
academy,  and  on  the  organization,  administration 
and  police  of  the  institution.  While  the  report, 
founded,  as  it  is,  on  minute  examination  and  inspec- 
tion of  every  department  of  the  institution,  furnishes 
the  most  satisfactory  evidence  of  its  excellent  condi- 
tion, it,  at  the  same  time,  affords  conclusive  proof 
of  the  zeal  and  intelligence  with  which  the  gentle- 
men composing  the  board  have  fulfilled  the  object 
which  the  government  had  in  view  in  inviting  their 
attendance  at  the  examination. 

I avail  myself  of  this  occasion  of  making,  through 
you,  my  acknowledgments  to  the  gentlemen  consti- 
tuting the  board,  for  the  time  and  labor  which  they 
have  gratuitously  bestowed,  at  the  request  of  the  de- 
partment, on  this  important  national  institution,  and 
of  expressing  the  satisfaction  which  I have  experi- 
enced in  learning,  from  so  authentic  a source,  that  it 
has  completely  attained  the  object  which  the  legisla- 
ture had  in  view  in  its  establishment. 

I have  the  honor,  &c.  &c. 

J.  C.  CALHOUN. 

U.  S.  MILITARY  academy, 

West  Point,  June  19,  1824. 

To  the  secretary  of  war: 

Sir:  In  compliance  with  your  invitation,  the  un- 
dersigned, acting  as  aboard  of  visitors,  have  attended 
the  examination  of  this  institution,  and  have  now  the 
honor  to  report  their  proceedings,  which  will  be 
found  in  the  annexed  journal,  to  which  they  add  the 
following  remarks : 

1st.  The  position  of  the  United  States’  military 
academy  combines  advantages  possessed  by  few,  if 
any  other  places,  for  the  preservation  of  health,  the 
enforcement  of  subordination,  and  the  attainment  and 
diffusion  of  knowledge  in  the  elementary  and  higher 
branches  of  fixed  and  moral  science,  all-important  to 
our  civil  institutions,  military  defence,  and  national 
character.  The  cadets,  coming  from  every  section  of 
the  country,  contribute  much,  in  their  mutual  and 
united  efforts  in  the  pursuit  of  this  knowledge,  to  the 
extirpation  of  local  prejudices  and  sectional  antipa- 
thies; and  they  carry  with  them,  in  return,  feelings 
and  principles  of  enlarged  patriotism,  with  habits  of 
temperance  and  industry,  added  to  an  education  the 
mest  useful  to  themselves,  and  to  the  republic  for 
whose  service  they  are  destined. 

2d.  The  examination,  generally,  has  been  con- 
ducted with  a patient  minuteness,  that  has  given  to 
each  cadet  ample  means  to  develope  the  character  and 
extent  of  his  acquirements  in  the  various  branches 
of  his  study.  jEvery  individual  of  the  first  and  second, 
and  most  of  the  third  class,  afforded  undoubted  evi- 
dence of  previous  application,  and  approved  progress 
in  their  studies  and  other  duties  assigned  to  them  re- 
spectively. The  cadets  afforded,  not  only  satisfactory 
evidence  of  their  accurate  knowledge  of  the  most  im- 
portant branches  of  the  fixed  sciences,  upon  which 
thev  were  extensively  examined,  but  many  of  them 
exhibited,  moreover,  a facility  and  perspicuity  of  ex- 
pression and  illustration,  manifesting  the  most  pro- 
mising traits  of  a rich  elocution.  Among  the  cadets 
belonging  to  the  upper  classes,  the  shades  of  differ- 
ence in  their  attainments,  and  by  which  their  rela- 
tive rank  is  fixed,  appear,  in  many  cases,  to  be  so 
slight,  as  to  render  it  difficult  for  the  board  of  visitors 
to  settle  the  question  of  rank;  they,  however,  concur 
in  the  opinion,  that  the  arrangement  of  each  class,  in 
the  accompanying  catalogue,  is  substantially  correct. 

3d.  The  course  of  instruction  in  the  French  lan- 
guage appears  to  have  resulted  in  giving  the  several 
classes  a good  knowledge  of  its  grammar,  and  a fa- 
cility in  rendering  the  sentences  into  English  suffici- 
ent to  enable  them  to  pursue  their  military  studies 
without  inconvenience  in  that  language. 
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4th.  In  the  drawing  school  the  board  has  examined 
numerous  and  very  satisfactory  examples  of  proficien- 
cy in  topography,  landscape  and  plane-drawing. 

5th.  The  important  advantages  arising  from  the 
connection  of  mathematical  scieuce  with  military 
education,  being  universally  acknowledged,  it  is  a 
cause  of  peculiar  satisfaction  to  the  board  of  visitors 
to  be  enabled  to  state  that,  in  every  branch  of  mathe- 
matical knowledge  which  has  occupied  the  attention 
of  the  cade  is,  the  most  satisfactory  proofs  have  been 
afforded,  that  their  attainments  reflect  honor  upon 
themselves  and  the  institution  in  which  their  educa- 
tion is  received.  An  accurate  and  familiar  acquain- 
tance with  this  essential  part  of  the  course  of  edu- 
cation is  not  merely  derived  from  the  immediate  ex- 
amination of  the  abstract  mathematics,  but  the  infer- 
ence is  also  forcibly  and  conclusively  deduced  from 
the  readiness  and  facility  with  which  they  have  been 
applied  to  the  various  branches  of  natural  philosophy. 
In  the  pure  mathematics  the  evidences  of  their  ad- 
vances are  derivable  from  the  accuracy  and  rapidity 
of  their  operation  upon  the  black  board — the  ease 
with  which  the  various  substitutions,  arising  out  of 
the  different  values  in  the  calculations,  have  been  ef- 
fected— the  variety  of  expressions  necessary  to  be 
employed — the  methodical  arrangement  in  the  de- 
monstrations of  the  propositions,  the  correctness  of 
the  results,  and  the  intelligence  evinced  in  assigning 
the  ration  alia  for  every  step  of  the  operation.  A 
close  attention  to  the  examinations,  has  convinced 
the  board  that  the  cadets  are  familiarly  acquainted 
with  a considerable  portion  of  the  differential  and  in- 
tegral calculus,  the  application  of  algebra  to  geome- 
try, the  two  trigonometries,  descriptive  geometry, 
and  the  other  parts  of  elementary  mathematics.  If 
it  were  necessary  to  refer  to  any  particular  portion 
of  the  mathematical  course,  we  would,  with  satis- 
faction, allude  to  the  discussion  of  curved  lines  and 
transformation  of  rectillinear  co-ordinates;  the  gene- 
ral discussion  of  the  equations  to  the  three  distinct 
classes  of  curves  of  the  second  order;  to  the  fine 
theory  of  perspective;  the  application  of  the  diffe- 
rential calculus  to  the  theory  of  curved  surfaces  and 
to  transcendental  curves,  and  that  of  the  integral  cal- 
culus to  the  quadrature  of  curves,  and  their  rectifica- 
tion; to  curved  surfaces  and  the  measurement  of  their 
volumes. 

The  ready  application  of  mathematical  knowledge 
to  every  section  of  natural  philosophy — to  military 
and  civil  engineering,  has  afforded  the  most  ample 
proofs,  that  the  means  of  deriving  practical  utilities 
from  physical  science,  are  possessed  by  the  cadets  of 
the  institution.  The  variety,  range  and  difficulty  of 
the  questions  proposed  by  the  examiners;  the  general 
correctness  and  judgment  in  the  answers;  the  evi- 
dent ease  and  facility  of  reply,  connected  with  a lo- 
gical precision,  which  could  only  be  obtained  by  pa- 
tient and  intense  application  of  the  mental  powers, 
are  accurate  tests  that  the  different  sections  of  this  im- 
portant branch  of  the  course  have  been  conducted 
with  skill  and  perseverance.  Where  so  much  ex- 
cellence has  been  apparent,  it  is,  perhaps,  unneces- 
sary to  allude  to  any  particular  department  of  the 
physical  course.  We  will,  however,  presume  to  af- 
firm, that  the  propositions  relating  to  accelerated  and 
retarded  motion,  to  the  theories  of  projectiles, 
strength  of  materials,  theory  of  arches,  spouting  of 
fluids,  oscillation  of  floating  bodies,  and  physical  as- 
tronomy, were  illustrated  and  demonstrated  under 
circumstances  of  peculiar  excellence.  The  propo- 
sitions relating  to  the  attraction  of  solids,  from  New- 
ton’s principia,  were  demonstrated  with  much  ability. 

It  accords  with  the  sentiments  of  the  board,  to  state 
that  the  attainments  witnessed  in  the  mathematical 
and  physical  classes,  were,  if  possible,  discovered  in 
a higher  order  in  the  sections  of  military  and  civil 
engineering.  It  was  satisfactorily  exhibited,  by  the  I 


I diversity  of  questions  proposed,  that  the  very  es- 
sential knowledge  relating  to  mortars,  cements,  uses 
of  wood,  its  defects,  construction  of  arches,  and  de- 
termination of  the  voussais,  on  the  principles  of  de- 
scriptive geometry,  to  the  mode  of  constructing  roads, 
head-gates  of  dams,  locks,  and  canals,  uses  and  rela- 
tive  strengths  of  the  different  kinds  of  iron,  classih- 
I cation  of  soils  in  regard  to  foundations,  and  the  ope- 
ration of  piling,  had  been  acquired.  It  will,  perhaps, 
assist  in  forming  conceptions  of  the  acquirements  of 
the  class,  by  stating  a few  propositions,  to  whose  con- 
structions and  demonstrations  the  board  gave  the 
strictest  attention. — In  civil  engineering — to  explain 
the  appareil  of  a grain,  formed  by  the  intersection  of 
an  annular  vault  with  a radiant  vault;  to  explain  the 
appareil  of  the  common  grain,  and  of  the  cloistered 
ceiling;  to  explain  the  appareil  of  an  oblique  rampart 
vault. — In  military  engineering — to  explain  the  defile- 
ment of  a fortified  front  on  irregular  ground ; to  ex- 
plain Manze’s  system  of  mines,  and  the  theory  of 
mining  generally,  to  explain  the  construction  of  Man- 
ze’s front  in  fortification? 

In  all  the  demonstrations  and  elucidations  of  civil 
and  miltiary  engineering,  the  evident  and  important 
advantages,  arising  from  the  course  of  descriptive 
geometry  adopted  in  the  academy,  were  forcibly  ex- 
posed. In  this  branch,  the  profound  attainments  pos- 
sessed by  the  cadets,  were  exhibited  in  a high  degree 
of  perfection,  by  the  constructions  performed  on  the 
black  board.  The  precision  in  drawing  the  lines  by 
hand,  without  the  assistance  of  rulers,  and  the  cor- 
rect relative  proportions  of  the  parts  of  the  figures, 
are  proofs  of  judgment  and  much  industry. 

The  exhibition  which  the  class  of  engineering  has 
made  before  the  board,  of  the  general  principles  of 
theoretic  military  defence,  and  civil  and  military 
constructions,  has  been  highly  satisfactory.  The 
course  of  instruction  in  this  class  embraces — 

1st.  A development  of  the  theory  of  that  descrip- 
tion of  the  science  of  war  which  depends  upon  the 
selection  of  proper  positions  for  defence  by  forti- 
fications, and  upon  the  planning  and  adaption  of  these 
works  to  the  positions,  including  the  estimates  of  the 
expense  of  construction,  called  engineering. 

2d.  An  illustration  of  the  maxims  of  military  de- 
fence and  offence. 

3d.  A theoretic  explanation  of  the  construction  of 
fortifications  and  of  civil  constructions,  embracing 
canals,  roads,  bridges  and  publio  edifices. 

4th.  The  graphic  execution  of  the  various  sys- 
tems of  plans  for  these  constructions,  and  for  orna- 
mented architecture — in  the  demonstration  of  which 
we  have  seen  the  application  of  descriptive  geometry, 
and  modern  simplification  of  perspective  and  plane- 
drawing, and  of  resolving  solids  and  their  sections  to 
planes.  In  the  course  of  this  examination  of  this 
class,  the  large  majority  have  discovered  an  intimate 
acquaintance  with  the  theories  as  laid  down  in  the  text 
books,  or  explained  by  the  professor  and  assistant. 

This  course  is  the  first  step  of  application  to  the 
mathematical  theory  to  that  description  cf  practice 
which  is  essential  to  a just  arrangement  in  the  mind,of 
students,  is  the  theory  of  engineering  to  practical  use; 
and,  when  we  consider  the  rising  demand  in  our  coun- 
try for  civil  engineers,  we  must  admit  that  the  full 
endowment  of  this  branch  of  study  would  be  a great 
national  economy;  we,  therefore,  advise  that  to  this 
course  there  should  be  added  the  mechanical  execu- 
tion of  models  in  stone-cutting  and  carpentry,  and  ma- 
chine making;  to  effect  which  it  would  be  necessary  to 
provide  a work  shop,  tools  and  materials,  a teacher  in 
machine  draughting,  and  a master  model  maker,  two 
assistant  teachers  of  engineering,  and  a drawing 
chamber  and  a modelling  room,  both  to  receive  light 
from  the  ceiling.  We  are  of  opinion  that  the  grade 
of  merit  in  the  academic  scale  of  this  branch  is  too 
low  to  excite  a proper  degree  of  emulation  in  the 
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whole  graduating  class  to  obtain  eminence  in  the  mi- 
nute parts  of  the  course;  especially  when  it  is  consi- 
dered that' this  is  the  peculiarly  professional  branch 
for  which  the  institution  was  first  intended,  and,  also, 
that  eminence  in  attainment  in  this  department  fixes 
the  cadet’s  particular  pursuit  in  life.  We  would  also 
observe  that  it  does  not  appear  to  us  as  desirable  to 
continue  the  practice  of  taking  cadets  in  this  course 
for  assistant  teachers  in  other  branches.  Such  em- 
ployment deprives  the  best  of  them  of  the  time  to 
give  an  undivided  attention  to  the  course.  It  were 
better,  as  a general  rule,  to  offer  sufficient  induce- 
ments to  graduates  to  take  the  station  of  assistant 
teachers. 

In  the  course  of  natural  and  experimental  philoso- 
phy, the  theory  of  mechanics  and  of  astronomy,  and 
of  physics,  generally,  have  been  ably  illustrated  by 
the  class  pursuing  this  branch,  at  the  black  board. 
But  it  appears  to  us  that  more  attention  should  be 
paid  to  the  practical  illustration  of  this  course,  espe- 
cially in  astronomy,  to  which  desirable  end  a further 
endowment  of  the  professor  is  requisite,  in  an  increas- 
ed number  of  instruments  and  apparatus,  such  as  are 
exhibited  upon  an  accompanying  memorandum  of 
those  now  in  the  academy,  and  such  also  as  we  con- 
ceive to  be  necessary  to  add  to  the  present  collection. 

In  the  department  of  history,  moral  science  and 
geography,  the  board  observe  that  the  students  have 
acquired  a commendable  collection  of  facts;  but  the 
board  feel  it  a duty  to  state,  that  the  minds  of  these 
young  men  do  not  appear  to  have  been  sufficiently  di- 
rected to  a philosophical  view  of  these  branches  of 
history  and  moral  science.  For  the  more  convenient 
accommodation  of  the  professors  of  chemistry  and 
philosophy,  in  giving  instructions  to  their  classes,  the 
board  deem  it  desirable  to  have  two  rooms  construct- 
ed and  added  to  the  present  academy,  of  about  40  by 
30  feet  each,  the  expense  of  which  would  be  about 
$4,000. 

Comfortable  quarters  are  wanting  for  the  professor 
of  chemistry  and  for  the  officer  of  the  staff  connected 
with  the  supplies,  transportation  and  keeping  the  aca- 
demic property.  Such  quarters  could  be  erected 
for  about  $6000. 

The  discipline  of  the  institution  is  of  the  first  order. 
Its  excellence  is  demonstrated, 

1st.  By  an  exemplary  police  pervading  every  de- 
partment, from  the  kitcnen  to  the  barracks — from 
the  necessary  refreshments  of  the  table,  to  the  highest 
vocations  of  the  military  and  academic  staff. 

2d.  By  the  various  courses  of  instruction,  as  well 
moral  as  scientific  and  military,  both  theoretical  and 
practical,  affording  conclusive  evidence  of  zeal,  vigi- 
lance, and  superior  qualifications  on  the  part  of  the 
superintendent,  and  great  industry,  subordination, 
and  promise  on  the  part  of  the  cadets. 

The  drill.  The  position  of  the  cadets  under  arms, 
and  their  movement  in  company  and  battalion  exer- 
cise, were  found  to  be  strictly  conformable  to  the  re- 
gulations governing  them ; and  to  present  an  aspect  of 
regular  tactical  knowledge  on  the  part  of  the  cadets, 
unequalled  by  any  troops  the  board  of  visitors  have 
ever  seen.  The  evolutions  of  the  line  were  perform- 
with  all  the  accuracy  and  professional  ability  that  the 
very  limited  number  of  cadets  could  possibly  admit. 
The  field  artillery,  as  well  as  the  rifle  exercise,  were 
likewise  performed  in  a manner  highly  creditable  to 
the  institution.  We  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

EDMUND  P.  GAINES, 

Maj.  gen.  and  president  of  the  board. 
John  J.  Johnston , Henry  R.  Warfield, 

Thomas  Levins , N.  Toivson, 

John  Chester , James  T.  Austin, 

A.  S.  H.  Burgess,  Win.  II.  Sumner. 

Jos.  G.  Swift, 


The  names,  Thomas  Levins,  J.  H.  Johnston,  John 
Chester,  Jos.  G.  Swift,  Wm.  H.  Sumner,  are  here- 
unto affixed  in  the  handwriting  of  the  secretary  of  the 
board.  Those  gentlemen  had  approved  the  letter, 
and  retired  before  a copy  could  be  made,  and  direct- 
ed their  names  to  be  affixed  to  the  copy  as  soon  as  pre- 
pared; which  is  accordingly  done. 

J.  T.  AUSTIN. 

Secretary  of  the  board  of  visitors. 

West  Point  academy,  22 d June,  1S24. 


CHRONICLE. 

Messrs.  E.  G.  Stanley,  J.  S.  Wortley,  jr.  and  J.  E. 
Denison,  members  of  the  British  house  of  commons, 
have  arrived  at  New  York,  on  a visit  to  the  United 
States. 

A public  dinner  was  given  to  commodore  Rodgers  at 
Washington  on  Thursday  last,  previous  to  his  de- 
parture from  that  city  on  foreign  service. 

The  U.  S.  sloop  of  war  Ontario,  capt.  John  R.  Ni- 
cholson, commander,  sailed  from  New-York  on  the 
22d  inst.  for  the  Mediterranean. 

The  United  States  ship  Decoy,  lieutenant  Gamble, 
sailed  from  New-York  on  the  18th  inst.  for  the  West 
Indies. 

Died,  at  the  quarantine  ground,  New-York,  on  the 
26th  inst.  lieut.  N.  L.  Cumming,  of  theU.  S.  navy. 

The  cadets  at  West  Point  are  held  in  readiness  to 
march  to  New-York  on  the  arrival  of  gen.  La  Fayette. 

Washington  Irving  has  received  from  Mr.  Murray, 
bookseller,  London,  1,5001.  sterling  for  the  copy  right 
of  his  new  novel. 

Appointments.  Col.  George  Croghan,  of  Kentucky, 
a distinguished  soldier  of  the  late  war,  has  received 
the  appointment  of  postmaster  of  New  Orleans. 

Samuel  Moore  is  appointed  director  of  the  mint,  in 
the  place  of  Robert  Patterson,  resigned. 

Captain  Isaac  Burdick  has  been  appointed  to  the 
office  of  naval  officer  of  Newport,  vice  col.  H.  Sher- 
burne, deceased. 

Internal  improvement.  It  is  stated  in  one  of  the  New 
York  papers  that  a barrel  of  flour  can  now  be  trans- 
ported from  Albany  to  New-York,  a distance  of  150 
miles,  for  12%  cents;  and  that  one  individual  offers  to 
do  it  for  seven  cents. 

A further  loan  for  the  New-York  canal,  of  $460,000 
on  stock  bearing  an  interest  of  5 per  cent,  has  been 
recently  concluded. 

Laborers.  Five  hundred  colored  laborers  are  adver- 
tised for,  to  work  on  the  west  end  of  the  Chesapeake 
and  Delaware  canal. 

A lead  mine , presumed  to  be  very  extensive,  has 
lately  been  discovered  upon  the  farm  of  Dr.  Martin 
Hubb,  of  Shenandoah  county,  Virginia. 

New-York.  A tremendous  thunder  storm,  attended 
with  hail  and  rain,  was  witnessed  in  New-York  on 
the  23d  inst.  Its  fury  was  such  as  to  tear  the  slates 
from  the  tops  of  houses.  In  the  lower  parts  of  the 
city  considerable  damage  was  sustained,  the  cellars 
having  been  filled  with  water,  occasioned  by  the  great 
quantity  of  rain  which  fell. 

Michigan.  The  first  legislative  council  of  this  ter- 
ritory convened  at  Detroit  on  the  7th  ult.  Abraham 
Edwards  was  chosen  president,  and  John  P.  Sheldon 
clerk. 

Bank  robbery.  The  branch  of  the  Louisiana  state 
bank,  was  entered  by  two  villains  on  the  night  of  the 
6th  June,  and  robbed  of  a large  amount  of  money. 
The  robbers  made  their  way  to  Natches,  and,  in  a 
short  time,  inundated  that  town  with  Louisiana  state 
bank  paper.  A reward  of  $1,000  is  offered  for  the 
detection  of  the  thieves  and  the  recovery  of  the 
: money. 
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The  tariff.  We  commence,  in  this  day’s  Regis- 
ter, the  publication  of  Mr.  Clay’s  speech  on  the 
tariff,  (See  page  378),  which  will  be  concluded  in  the 
first  pages  of  the  next  number. 

EXTRACT  OF  A LETTER  FROM  THE  EDITOR. 

11  Albany,  Jlugust  3,  1824. 

My  dear  son — As  the  attention  of  the  people  of  the 
United  States  is,  generally,  directed  to  tins  place,  at 
which  I am  a “looker  on,”  notwithstanding  it  may 
subject  you  to  considerable  mechanical  inconveni- 
ence, and,  to  some  part  of  our  subscribers,  delay  the 
transmission  of  the  Register  for  one  mail,  you  will 
insert  the  message  of  the  governor  of  New- York  to 
the  legislature  of  this  state,  delivered  yesterday — [See 
page  372.]  Whatever  else  it  is  needful  to  publish  I 
shall  briefly  state  before  I close. 

“Albany  is  excessively  full  of  strangers — the  lob- 
bies and  the  galleries  were  filled  almost  to  suffocation, 
and  the  privileged  persons  who  passed  the  bar  of  the 
senate,  even  nearly  filled  the  floor. 

“After  the  message  was  read — Mr.  Flagg,  (in  the 
assembly),  offered  the  following  resolutions,  which 
were  laid  on  the  table,  one  day,  of  course 

‘ Resolved , That,  since  the  last  adjournment  of  the 
legislature,  nothing  has  transpired,  within  the  letter 
or  spirit  of  the  constitution,  requiring  an  extraordi- 
nary session  at  this  time,  and,  therefore,  the  procla- 
mation of  the  governor,  convening  the  same,  is  not 
warranted  by  the  constitution. 

‘ Resolved , That,  inasmuch  as  the  transaction  of  le- 
gislative business,  in  obedience  to  a proclamation, 
tiius  illegally  issued,  and  especially  in  relation  to  a 
subject  which  had  been  repeatedly  discussed  and  act- 
ed upon  by  the  legislature  at  their  last  meeting, 
would  virtually  sanction  a violation  of  the  constitu- 
tion, and  thereby  introduce  a precedent  of  danger- 
ous tendency,  it  is  due  from  the  members  of  the  le- 
gislature, as  well  to  the  constitution  under  which 
they  sit,  and  the  oath  they  have  taken  to  support  it, 
as  to  the  highest  and  best  interests  of  their  consti- 
tuents, that  they  should  forthwith  adjourn.  There- 
fore, 

‘ Resolved , (if  the  honorable  the  senate  concur) 


tween  the  United  States  and  Russia;  the  arrival  of 
which  we  noticed  in  the  last  Register.  It  is  said  lo 
adjust  the  differences  between  the  two  governments 
in  the  most  honorable  and  advantageous  manner. 

The  1st  article  authorizes  the  free  navigation  of  the 
Pacific  ocean,  by  both  parties,  and  recognizes  the 
right  of  fishing,  and  of  landing  on  all  points  of  the 
west  coast,  not  already  occupied,  in  order  to  trade 
with  the  aborigines. 

2d  article  provides,  that  the  citizens  or  subjects  of 
neither  country  shall  land  at  points  occupied  by  either, 
without  the  permission  of  the  governor  or  comman- 
dant. 

3d  article  fixes  the  boundary  line  at  54°,  north  of 
which  the  United  States  are  not  to  form  establish- 
ments, and  south  of  which  Russia  cannot  advance. 

4th  article  allows  free  enterance,  to  both  parties, 
for  ten  years,  into  all  the  gulphs,  harbors,  &c.  of  each, 
for  the  purposes  of  fishing  and  trading  with  the  na 
lives. 

5th  article  interdicts  a trade  in  fire  arms  and  li- 
quors; and  provides  that  violations  of  this  article  shall 
be  punished,  not  by  seizure  Of  the  vessel,  but  by 
penalties,  to  be  prescribed  by  each  government,  on 
its  own  citizens  or  subjects. 

6th.  This  article  prescribes  that  the  ratification  shall 
be  exchanged  within  ten  months  from  the  date  of  the 
treaty.  

Paul  Jones.  By  a singular  accident,  a large  col- 
lection of  original  letters  to  this  celebrated  man,  have 
been  recently  found  in  a huckster’s  shop  in  this  city. 
Among  them,  are  the  copies  of  a great  number  of  his 
own  letters,  which  are  completely  illustrative  of  the 
character  of  the  individual.  Of  the  genuineness  of 
those  documents  and  letters,  there  is  not  the  least 
doubt,  for  the  hand-writing  of  such  men  as  La  Fay- 
ette, Benjamin  Franklin,  John  Adams,  and  fifty 
others  like  them,  cannot  be  mistaken.  We  under- 
stand the  papers  are  now  in  the  possession  of  Mr. 
Wiley,  who  has  submitted  them  to  the  inspection  o.f 
several  literary  gentlemen  with  a view  to  their  pub- 
, lication.  [JVV  Y.  American, 

1 Colombia.  List  of  commercial  agents  for  the  re- 


That  the  two  houses  will  immediately  adjourn,  to  | public  of  Colombia,  provisionally  named  to  reside  at 
meet  again  according  to  law.’  \ the  different  ports  of  the  United  States,  in  virtue  qf 

‘Mr.  Ta  1 nadge  moved,  that  the  message  be  refer-  ; a special  authority  held  for  that  purpose,  by  the  hop.. 


Ted  to  a committee  of  the  whole,  and  be  made  the 
order  of  the  day  for  to-morrow.’ 

“Some  pretty  sharp  sparring  followed,  but  not  of 
sufficient  importance  to  detail  just  now;  after  which, 
Mr.  Tallmadge's  motion  prevailed. 

“A  set  of  similar  resolutions  were  offered  in  the 
senate,  and  which  will  be  considered  this  day.  The 
result  is  very  uncertain;  but  it  is  the  most  commonly 
received  opinion  that  the  people  will  not  be  permit- 
ted to  elect  the  electors  of  president  and  vice  presi- 
dent— and  that  the  two  houses,  after  considerable 
contention,  will  adjourn  without  doing  any  thing.  On 
the  subject,  in  general,  I shall,  perhaps,  send  you  some 
remarks  for  the  next  succeeding  Register,  but  1 have 
not  now  time  to  make  them  or  you  to  publish  them  in 
the  sheet  for  which  this  letter  is  intended;  and  I must 
also  defer  some  account  of  the  things  yvhich  I have 
seen,  and  of  the  pleasures  1 have  felt  in  seeing  them; 
especially  the  “big  ditch,”  about  which  1 hope  to 
know  more  in  a few  days.” 

Convention  with  Russia.  The  “National  Journal” 
gives  the  following  as  the  provisions  of  the  treatv  be- 

Vm.  xxvr— 


Jos.  Marie  Salozar,  envoy  extraordinary  and  minister 
plenipotentiary,  and  since  approved  by  government. 

Edward  Barry,  commercial  agent  for  Philadelphia,, 
(Pennsylvania),  and  Delaware. 

Javier  Medina,  do.  for  New  York. 

James  Andrews,  do.  for  Boston,  (Massachusetts). 

Colonel  William  H.  Hamilton,  do.  for  Baltimore, 
(Maryland). 

Thomas  Middleton,  do.  for  Charleston,  (S.  Caro- 
lina.) 

Leonardo  A.  Aimes,  do.  Savannah,  (Geo.) 

William  Anderson,  do.  for  New  Orleans,  (Lou.) 

Tanning.  Mr.  Joseph  Giles,  of  Brattleborough,  Vt. 
is  stated  to  have  reduced  to  practice  a method  of 
obtaining  a liquid  extract  from  oak  and  hemlock 
bark,  saturated  with  the  tanning  principle  to  so  high 
a degree,  that  calf  skins,  immersed  therein,  will  be 
thoroughly  and  fairly  tanned  in  48  hours,  and  other 
hides  in  time  equally  short  in  proportion  to  their 
thickness.  One  hogshead  of  this  extract  is  said  to 
contain  the  tanning  power  of  four  cords  of  bark,  and 
that  no  foreign  substance  is  used  in  the  extract,  which 
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is  obtained  by  an  ingenious  and  peculiar  process  from 
the  bark.  Mr.  Giles  has  secured  the  exclusive  right 
to  his  discovery,  and  is  erecting  works  for  an  ex- 
tensive manufacture  of  the  article. 

Weighing-locks.  The  locks  for  weighing  boats  in 
the  vicinity  of  this  village,  (Utica,  N.  Y.),  are  now 
completed  and  ready  for  operation.  Their  construc- 
tion is  founded  upon  the  known  principle  of  hydros- 
tatics, that  the  whole  weight  of  a body,  ivhich  will 
float  in  a fluid,  is  equal  to  as  much  of  the  fluid,  as  the 
immersed  part  of  the  body  takes  up,  when  it  floats. 
Two  wooden  locks  are  formed  of  equal  dimensions, 
being  86  feet  long,  15  feet  wide,  and  4 feet  deep,  one 
above  the  other,  in  such  a manner  that  one  side  of  the 
upper  lock  extended  dowrn,  forms  also  one  side  of  the 
lower  lock.  The  upper  lock  has  gates  of  the  usual 
form  of  lift-locks,  and  connecting  it  with  the  canal 
on  the  same  level,  and  the  surface  of  the  lower  lock 
is  on  a level  with  the  floor  of  the  upper  lock.  The 
boats  are  admitted  into  the  upper  lock,  and  the  quan- 
tity of  water  displaced,  or  rather  the  increase  of  its 
volume  is  ascertained  by  measuring  it,  with  a gra- 
duated scale  in  the  upper  lock,  drawing  it  off  and 
finding  the  difference  of  measurement  in  the  lower 
lock.  The  weight  of  a boat  is  then  immediately  de- 
termined by  a reference  to  a table  calculated  for  the 
scale.  Complete  accuracy  cannot  be  expected;  but 
it  will  be  sufficient  for  ordinary  purposes.  The  time 
occupied  in  weighing  a boat,  will  probably  not  ex- 
ceed twenty  minutes.  [Sentinel. 

FOREIGN  NEWS. 

Great  Britain  and  Ireland.  An  account  of  the  pro- 
ceedings under  the  Irish  insurrection  act,  during  the 
last  year,  has  been  published  by  order  of  the  house  of 
commons.  It  appears,  that  no  less  than  seventeen 
hundred  and  seven  persons  were  brought  to  trial,  af- 
ter periods  of  imprisonment,  amounting,  in  many  in- 
stances, to  two  and  even  three  months,  though  not 
more  than  271  were  convicted,  and  sentence  was  ac- 
tually carried  into  execution  upon  only  75. 

A demonstrator  of  anatomy  to  the  college  of  sur- 
geons in  Dublin,  while  engaged  in  delivering  a lecture, 
slightly  cut  his  finger  with  a knife,  which  was  thus  in- 
noculated  with  the  virulent  matter  of  the  subject  on 
which  he  was  lecturing  and  thereby  caused  his  death. 

The  competition  among  the  steam  boats  running  be- 
tween the  Clyde  and  Belfast,  is  such,  that  the  voyage 
may  be  made  for  five  'pence. 

More  than  30,000  pounds  of  nux  vomica,  and  more 
than  12,000  barrels  of  the  coculus  indicus , arc  annually- 
imported  into  Great  Britain. 

A terrible  explosion  has  taken  place  in  sir  William 
Congreve’s  rocket  manufactory,  by  which  the  build- 
ing was  destroyed  and  several  persons  severely 
wounded. 

Spain.  Sir  William  A’Court,  the  British  ambassa- 
dor at  Madrid,  has  addressed  a note  to  the  secretary 
of  state  assuring  him  that  the  British  government  had 
not  had  any  communication  with  Iturbide. 

The  editor  of  the  National  Gazette,  Philadelphia, 
has  received  advices  from  Madrid  of  a late  date.  An 
insurrection  of  a serious  nature  has  been  attempted, 
having  for  its  object  the  dethronement  of  the  present 
king  and  the  elevation  of  the  Infant  don  Miguel  to  the 
throne.  The  principals  of  the  conspiracy  were  the 
guerilla  leaders,  the  Trappist,  and  general  Capape, 
who  endeavoured  to  raise  the  people  in  Arragon  and 
other  provinces.  A number  of  distinguished  royalists, 
including  bishops  and  friars,  were  exiled  as  accom- 
plices, to  different  points  of  the  kingdom,  and  to 
France. 

A concert  was  supposed  to  exist  between  the  Por- 
tuguese and  Spanish  malcontents. 

From  the  following  may  be  inferred  the  degree  of 
liberty  left  to  the  Spanish  military  officers: 


— ZZXZq 

“ Madrid , May , 24.  The  minister,  secretary  of  stat 
of  the  department  of  justice,  has  written  a letter  to 
the  following  effect,  to  the  captain  general  of  the  pro- 
vince of  Madrid: 

“The  king,  our  sovereign,  is  informed  by  daily  com- 
munications, that  some  officers,  without  paying  any 
regard  to  circumstances  and  to  the  numerous  and 
powerful  motives  of  consideration,  with  which  all 
the  French  forming  part  of  the  army  ought  to  be  treat- 
ed, enter  into  conversations  which  give  rise  to  quar- 
rels and  which  almost  always  happens  in  coffee  houses 
and  other  public  places.  His  majesty  farther  observes, 
that  the  same  officers,  stepping  out  of  the  sphere  of 
their  knowledge,  speak  of  diplomatic  affairs,  and  con- 
demn the  ivisest  measures  of  the  cabinets,  doubtless 
from  the  habit  which  the  revolution  has  caused  to  be 
introduced.  With  a view  to  remedy  an  abuse  which 
is  continually  increasing,  his  majesty  has  command- 
ed me  to  acquaint  your  excellency  with  his  intentions, 
that,  by  your  orders,  the  different  corps  maybe  made 
to  understand  that  the  character  of  the  Spanish  offi- 
cer was  always  distinguished  by  judicious  and  mo- 
derate conduct;  consequently,  that  officers  of  all 
classes  are  forbidden  to  enter  into  conversation  and 
discussions  of  the  nature  of  those  here  spoken  of. 
The  adjutants  are  charged,  on  their  responsibility, 
to  exercise  the  greatest  care,  and  the  most  active 
vigilance  to  arrest  those  who  shall  disobey  his  ma- 
jesty’s orders. 

Portugal  The  king  of  Portugual  has  re-establish- 
ed the  ancient  constitution  of  the  kingdom — under 
which  the  states,  clergy,  nobility  and  commons  com- 
pose the  cortes. 

The  following  is  the  circular  of  the  king  to  the  com- 
mandants of  provinces: 

The  horrid  consequences  of  a plan,  subversive  of 
the  stability  of  his  majesty’s  government,  having  been 
fortunately  averted,  and  his  majesty  being  happily 
restored,  by  means  of  judicious  and  energetic  mea- 
sures, to  the  power  which  wicked  or  ill-advised  men 
intend  to  overthrow,  I am  commanded  by  his  majesty 
to  remind  you  that  this  favorable  occurrence  is  by- 
no  means  to  induce  a remission  of  rigor  in  the  exe- 
cution of  all  the  measures  of  police,  dispositions  and 
instructions  hitherto  given  to  prevent  any  of  his  ma- 
jesty’s subjects  from  being  bewildered  by  the  absurd 
and  anti-monarchical  principles  established  by  the 
faction  of  August  24, 1820.  So  far  from  it,  his  majesty 
enjoins  you  to  display  the  utmost  vigor  in  the  execu- 
tion of  these  measures,  concerting  matters  to  this  end 
with  the  magistrates  of  your  province,  in  order  that 
the  present  occurrences  may  afford  no  pretence  to  the 
above  mentioned  faction  for  indulging  fresh  hopes 
against  the  throne;  as  his  majesty,  by  his  effectual 
exertions,  completely  to  defeat  the  machinations  of 
the  30th  of  April  of  the  current  year,  has  given  the 
most  conclusive  proof  that  he  will  never  allow  any 
faction  whatever  to  disturb  the  tranquility  of  his 
subjects,  or  in  any  wray  to  encroach  upon  the  autho- 
rity which  Providence  has  entrusted  him  with,  and 
which  his  majesty  will  ever  assert  with  the  firmness 
and  dignity  becoming  the  respect  due  to  his  royal 
person,  and  the  welfare  of  the  nation  which  he  go- 
verns by  the  grace  of  God,  and  which  duty  and  love 
concur  to  render  the  first  object  of  his  paternal  so- 
licitude. May  God,  fee.  Count  Sub-Serra. 

Palace  of  Bemposta , May  22,  1S24. 

Prussia.  The  king  of  Prussia  has  finally  promul- 
gated a constitution  for  the  provincial  assemblies  of 
his  new  dominions  in  Westphalia  and  on  the  Rhine. 

Russia. 1 A public  document  has  recently  appeared 
in  the  German  papers,  from  which  we  learn  that  Rus- 
sia has,  at  present,  an  army  of  950,000  men,  from 
which  it  would  appear  that  she  does  not  entend  to  di- 
minish her  military  force.  Of  this  number,  677,500 
men  are  in  active  service.  The  first  corps,  of  which 
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the  head  quarters  is  at  Mohilow,  under  the  com- 
mand of  Gen.  Sacken,  320,000  strong;  the  second,  on 
the  Pruth,  under  count  Wittgenstein,  100,000  strong; 
the  ariny  of  Georgia,  at  Titles,  commanded  by  gen. 
Yemolow,  60,000;  army  of  Lithuania,  head  quarters 
at  Wilna,  80,009;  Polish  army,  head  quarters  at  War- 
saw, 30,000;  the  imperial  guard,  under  gen.  Ouwar- 
row,  an  effective  force  of  80,000  men.  The  disciplined 
Cossacks  amount  to  7,500  men.  In  addition  to  which, 
there  are  about  50,000  men  in  the  military  colonies, 
established  in  the  governments  of  Novogorod,  Cner- 
son  and  Charkow. 

Brazil.  Papers  recently  received  from  Rio  Janei- 
ro, give  the  following  account  of  au  affair  that  lately 
occurred  in  that  capital. 

A short  time  since  a Brazilian  frigate,  commanded 
by  a young  Englishman  named  Greulelt,  arrived  from 
Para,  having  on  board  a large  sum,  perhaps  $200,000, 
resulting  from  the  seizures  made  at  Para,  soon  after 
the  affair  of  Maranham,  when  lord  Cochrane  got  pos- 
session of  about  double  that  sum,  which  he  has  ever 
since  retained,  upon  the  plea  that  he  would  account 
for  that  money  when  his  majesty,  Don  Pedro,  would 
account  to  him  for  his  Portuguese  prizes.  Soon  after 
Grenfclt  came  to  anchor,  he  went  on  shore  to  see 
lord  Cochrane,  and  whilst  he  was  absent,  Pedro  the 
fast,  having  been  advised  of  the  money  being  on  board 
the  frigate,  went,  in  person , and  absolutely  took  pos- 
session of,  and  brought  on  shore  the  whole  of  it,  to- 
gether, as  it  is  said,  with  all  Grenfelt’s  papers.  This 
joke,  so  constitutional  and  so  dignified,  did  not  please 
my  lord  Cochrane.  He  told  his  majesty  next  day  that 
he  had,  this  time,  out-generalled  him. 

Among  the  papers  received  is  a proclamation  of 
hard  emperor  Don  Pedro,  to  the  Brazilians,  dated  10th 
June,  announcing  the  receipt  of  information  that  a 
powerful  armament  was  about  to  sail  from  Portugal 
to  reduce  them  under  the  dominion  of  that  kingdom, 
lie  exhorts  the  Brazilians  to  the  most  determined  re- 
sistance against  the  invaders  of  their  liberties;  tells 
them  that  they  must  adopt,  as  their  motto,  u Indepen- 
dence or  death.” 

Colombia.  Messrs.  C.  L.  Manhart  and  George 
Suckly,  citizens  of  the  United  Slates,  have  applied  to 
the  government  of  Colombia  for  the  exclusive  privi- 
lege of  navigating  the  lake  of  Maracaibo  and  the  ri- 
ver Zulia,  with  steam  vessels,  during  the  period  of 
twenty-one  years. 

The  pay  of  a post  captain  in  the  Colombian  navy  is 
$140  per  mouth,  equal  to  that  of  a colonel  in  the  army. 
.Master  and  commanders  receive  100;  lieutenants  of 
fine  of  battle  ships  45;  do.  of  frigates  40;  midshipmen 
12,  although  they  rank  as  cadets;  first  boatswains  30; 
and  sailors  of  the  first  class  6. 

Pern.  By  an  arrival  at  Baltimore,  on  the  2d  inst. 
from  Porto  Bello,  we  learn  that,  about  the  last  of 
May,  news  reached  Panama,  that,  owing  to  the  dis- 
affection of  the  Peruvians,  general  Bolivar  had  em- 
barked most  of  his  army  on  board  the  Peruvian  and 
Colombian  navy,  then  at  Callao,  and  retired  to  Trux- 
illo — leaving  a Peruvian  colonel  in  command  of  the 
garrison.  Shortly  after  leaving  Callao,  indeed  be- 
fore he  had  lost  sight  of  the  place,  he  had  the  morti- 
fication of  seeing  the  Peruvian  flag  hauled  down  and 
the  Spanish  colors  hoisted.  A short  time  after,  news 
was  received  of  the  abolition  of  the  constitutional  'go- 
vernment of  Spain,  upon  the  receipt  of  which  most  of 
the  Spanish  troops  in  Peru  refused  to  acknowledge 
the  absolute  government  of  the  king.  Availing  himself 
of  this  circumstance,  Bolivar  immediatly  returned  to 
Callao,  and  was  joined  by  a great  number  of  the 
Spanish  troops,  as  also  by  the  faction  in  Peru,  who 
had  before  opposed  him  on  the  ground,  (as  was  said 
by  them),  that  he  had  come,  not  for  the  purpose  of 
assisting  them,  but  of  conquering  in  the  name  of  Co- 
lombia. He  had  again  taken  possession  of  Callao, 
and  was  marching  on,  with  every  prospect  of  bring- 


ing the  war  to  a speedy  close.  On  the  25th  of  June» 
a reinforcement  of  between  two  and  three  thousand 
troops  from  Colombia,  had  passed  Chagres,  on  their 
way  to  Panama,  to  embark  for  Peru,  taking  with 
them  a great  quantity  of  arms,  ammunition  and  cord- 
age, &g.  for  the  navy. 

From  the  same  source  as  the  above,  we  are  in- 
formed that  a vessel  had  arrived  at  Panama  from 
Callao,  with  official  accounts,  (letters  from  Bolivar  to 
the  Intendant),  stating  that  that  port  and  the  city  of 
Lima  had  surrendered  to  his  forces  without  resist- 
ance. 

Mexico.  A letter  received  at  New-York,  repre- 
sents Mexico  as  being  in  a dreadful  state.  Bravo,  it 
appears,  has  been  named  dictator;  a rising  has  taken 
place  at  Gaudalaxara  in  favor  of  Iturbide,  and  Victo- 
ria has  marched  against  them.  Santa  Ana  has  gone 
to  take  command  of  the  troops  at  Yucatan.  It  is  said 
that  Alvarado  has  suffered  the  same  fate  as  Tampico, 
nearly  destroyed  by  fire. 

Cuba.  The  cargo  of  the  brig  Mercator,  of  New 
York,  captured  a short  time  since  by  the  pirates,  has 
been  sent  into  Matanzas,  and  there  seized  hy  the  go- 
vernment. Nothing  has  been  heard  of  the  captain 
and  crew. 

A piratical  schooner  has  been  captured  in  the 
neighborhood  of  Havana  by  his  Britannic  majesty’s 
schooner  Lion — she  was  run  on  shore,  and  the  crew, 
with  the  exception  of  four,  made  their  escape. 
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Baron  dc  Mareuil , minister  from  France  to  the  go- 
vernment of  the  U.  States,  family  and  suit,  arrived  at 
Norfolk,  on  the  30th  ult.  in  the  French  corvette  Boc 
nite. 

Commodore  Barron  has  been  appointed  to  the  com- 
mand of  the  Philadelphia  navy  station. 

TheU.  S.  ship  John  A dams,  capt.  Dallas,  arrived  at 
Philadelphia  on  the  29th  ult. — officers  and  crew  ip 
good  health. 

The  Jackall,  lieut.  com.  J.  II.  Le«,  has  arrived  at 
Washington  city,  from  Matanzas.  This  vessel  has 
been  singularly  favored,  not  having  had  a single  case 
of  sickness  on  board  since  her  departure  from  the  U- 
States. 

The  sloop  of  war  Hornet,  captain  Kennedy,  sailed 
from  Hampton  Roads  on  the  29th  ult. 

Philadelphia.  A great  fall  of  rain  was  experienced 
in  Philadelphia  and  its  neighborhood  on  the  night  of 
the  20th  ult.  causing  great  damage.  Several  founda- 
tions of  houses,  recently  laid,  have  been  destroyed, 
and  hundreds  of  cellars  were  nearly  or  quite  filled 
with  water.  In  a small  stream,  tributary  to  the 
Schuylkill,  a few  miles  above  the  city,  three  mill 
dams  have  been  swept  away,  and  nearly  all  the 
bridges  leading  from  the  city  have  shared  a similar 
fate.  The  loss  of  a single  individual  is  estimated  at 
$4,000. 

Died,  in  Fairfield  district,  S.  C.  Mr.  Charles  Brad- 
ford, aged  90  years.  It  is  supposed  that  the  deceased 
was  the  oldest  surviving  soldier  and  officer  belong- 
ing to  the  provincial  troops  of  S.  C. 

Longevity.  Mr.  Baruet  Wier,  lately  died  in  David- 
son county,  N.  C.  aged  about  one  hundred  and  twenty 
years. 

Female  ingenuity.  A young  lady,  of  Raleigh,  N.  C. 
has  completed  a shirt  in  her  loom,  the  collar  and  wrist- 
bands of  which  are  doubled  and  neatly  gathered.  It 
has  shoulder-straps  and  gussets,  and  the  button  holes 
of  the  collar,  bosom  and  wristbands,  are  all  neatly- 
executed.  The  garment  was  commenced  at  the  tail 
and  finished  at  the  shoulder  straps.  At  the  distance 
of  three  feet,  so  finely  is  it  woven,  that  it  has  every 
appearance  of  needle  work,  but,  on  close  examina- 
tion, the  deception  is  apparent. 


3.7.2  NILES5  REGISTER— AUGUST  7,  19.24— NEW  YORK  LEGISLATURE. 


Legislature  of  New  York. 

GOVERNOR’S  MESSAGE. 

Gentlemen  of  the  senate  and  of  the  assembly: 

In  the  constitutional  exercise  of  a power  delegated 
1o  the  executive,  I considered  it  a duty  to  convene  the 
legislature  for  the  purpose  of  submitting  to  them  a 
subject  of  vital  importance  to  the  community. 

A copy  of  the  proclamation  under  which  you  were 
called,  accompanies  this  message,  containing  a brief 
summary  of  the  causes  which  induced  me  to  adopt 
the  measure;  and  it  is  submitted  to  the  legislature, 
under  a full  conviction  that,  in  convening  them,  I have 
performed  a duty  required  of  me  by  the  responsible 
situation  in  which  I was  placed,  and  by  the  strong 
and  very  decided  sentiments  of  the  people  of  this 
state:  and,  confiding  in  the  calm  and  dispassionate 
consideration  which  a wise  and  patriotic  legislature 
would  bestow  upon  the  matters  thus  submitted,  I 
cheerfully  repose  myself  upon  the  intelligence  and 
virtue  of  the  people  and  their  representatives,  fully 
aware  of  the  responsibility?!  have  assumed,  and,  be 
assured  gentlemen,  wholly  indifferent  to  personal 
consequences,  when  performing  a sacred  and  im- 
pressive duty  to  the  state. 

There  are  certain  fundamental  truths  in  the  theory 
and  practice  of  our  government,  which  cannot  be  al- 
tered or  obscured  by  the  passions  of  men,  and  which 
certainly  ought  not  to  bend  to  their  interest  or  con- 
venience. By  one  of  them  is  inculcated  a principle, 
in  the  support  of  which  our  forefathers  fought  and 
bled,  and  which  can  never  be  lost  sight  of,  without 
the  loss  of  our  rights  and  independence.  It  is,  that 
the  people  alone  are  the  true  and  legitimate  source  of 
all  power. 

The  framers  of  our  new  constitution,  fully  aware 
of  this,  were  determined  to  secure  to  themselves  and 
to  posterity,  the  blessings  of  freedom,  by  most  sedu- 
lously guarding  every  avenue  to  corruption  and  in- 
trigue; by  the  enlargement  of  the  right  of  suffrage,  the 
permanency  and  independence  of  our  judiciary,  and 
the  dependence  of  the  executive  and  legislative 
branches  of  our  state  upon  the  will  and  pleasure  of 
their  constituents;  and  by  thus  balancing  the  differ- 
ent powers  and  parts  of  the  constitution,  vigor  and 
safety  to  the  whole  were  communicated  and  secured. 
A frequent  recurrence,  therefore,  to  first  principles, 
however  familiar,  is,  in  times  of  difficulty  and  dag- 
ger, the  most  certain  safeguard  of  our  freedom. 

If  then,  as  our  bill  of  rights  declares,  “no  authority 
“ shall,  on  any  pretence,  be  exercised  over  the  citi- 
“ zens  of  this  state,  but  such  as  shall  be  derived  from, 
“ and  granted  by,  the  people  of  this  state,”  how  in- 
teresting to  us  all,  to  execute  our  duty,  as  good  citi- 
zens and  faithful  officers,  by  a strict  and  undeviating 
adherence  to  the  public  will,  when  clearly  ascer- 
tained and  fairly  expressed.  Regardless  of  the  con- 
flict of  passion,  the  resentment  of  disappointed  ambi- 
tion, and  the  corrupting  influences  of  intrigue  and 
faction,  we  should  proceed  to  the  exercise  of  those 
acts,  which  will  secure  to  us  the  approbation  of  our 
own  consciences,  and  the  approving  voice  of  impar- 
tial posterity. 

You  will  perceive  from  the  proclamation  by  which 
you  are  convened,  that  the  subject  in  relation  to  which 
you  are  called,  has  reference  to  a very  interesting 
part  of  our  government,  the  choice  of  electors  of 
president  and  vice  president  of  the  United  States. 

When  we  look  at  the  constitution  of  the  general 
government,  and  consider  the  exposition  which  a 
yast  majority  of  the  union  have  given  to  that  part  of 
it,  which  relates  to  this  important  subject,  we  cannot 
entertain  a reasonable  doubt,  that  the  spirit  and  good 
sense  of  that  instrument  is  best  consulted,  by  giving  to 
the  people  the  choice  of  those  electors. 

In  no  less  than  nineteen  states  out  of  the  twenty- 
four,  the  electors  arq  chosen  by  the  people;  and  it  is 


rendered  highly  probable,  from  recent  events,  that 
Vermont  w ill  be  added  to  the  number.  A principle 
then,  so  congenial  with  the  feelings  of  the  people,  so 
deeply  interwoven  in  the  very  form  and  structure  of 
our  government,  and  so  peculiarly  adapted  to  the  fair 
and  legitimate  exercise  of  the  right  of  suffrage,  se- 
cured to  us  by  our  state  constitution,  can  never  be  at 
war  with  the  honor,  peace  or  safety  of  our  country. 

Adverting  to  this  principle,  in  the  message  I had  the 
honor  to  send  you  in  January  last,  I expressed  my  full 
conviction  that  it  was  “a  desirable  object  of  direct- 
ing such  choice  to  be  made  by  the  people,”  and  I am 
free  to  acknowledge  that  I considered  it  also  impor- 
tant, that  it  should  be  uniform  throughout  the  union, 
and  that  any  interference  by  the  legislature,  whilst 
the  subject  was  before  congress,  wofild  be  premature. 
That  reason,  however,  by  the  recent  adjournment  of 
that  body,  has  ceased  to  exist. 

Although  the  number  of  states  in  which  the  legis- 
lature make  the  choice  of  electors  is  small,  yeti  know’ 
of  no  mode  in  which  the  object  alluded  to,  could  be 
attained  throughout  the  union,  but  by  the  interven- 
tion of  congress,  or  by  the  legislatures  of  a constitu- 
tional majority  of  the  states;  and  I did  entertain  the 
belief,  that  the  incipient  step  would  be  taken  by  con- 
gress, and  that  when  taken,  it  would  furnish  a basis  for 
the  legislature  of  this  state  to  act  upon  in  passing  a 
law. 

In  this  point  of  view,  I did  not  consider  the  ulti- 
mate success  of  any  proposed  amendment  throughout 
the  United  States  immediately  material  or  important, 
as  I was  persuaded  that  any  amendment  proposed  by 
congress,  would  at  all  times  be  treated  with  deference 
and  respect,  and  might  have  been  adopted  in  princi- 
ple by  this  state,  in  season  for  the  approaching  elec- 
tion of  president  and  vice  president  of  the  United 
States.  I was  confirmed  in  the  view  thus  taken  of  the 
subject,  by  the  elaborate  report  of  the  committee  of 
the  senate  of  this  state,  w hich,  whilst  it  recommended 
to  that  body  not  to  pass  a law  giving  the  people  the 
right  to  choose  the  electors,  stated,  among  other  rea- 
sons for  its  recommendation,  that  it  ought  not  to 
pass,  until  at  least  the  efforts  making  in  congress,  to 
amend  the  constitution  of  the  United  States,  were 
adopted  or  rejected. 

It  is  true,  that  the  senate  of  the  United  States  had 
indefinitely  postponed  the  subject  before  the  adjourn- 
ment of  the  legislature  of  this  state,  in  April  last;  but 
still  it  remained  undisposed  of  in  the  house  of  repre- 
sentatives, and  might  have  been  even  called  up,  and 
reconsidered  ill  the  senate. 

It  was  also  known,  that  it  was  intended  by  those 
friendly  to  the  measure,  to  bring  forward  the  conside- 
ration of  the  same  subject,  in  the  house  ■of  representa- 
tives, after  the  senate  of  the  United  States  had  in- 
definitely postponed  it,  and  that  this  was  alone  pre- 
vented by  the  many  other  important  topics  w hich 
pressed  upon  the  immediate  attention  of  the  national 
legislature,  until,  at  length,  it  adjourned  without  per- 
forming an  act,  to  which  the  nation  had  looked  with 
deep  solicitude  and  interest. 

Thus,  the  hopes  of  the  senate  of  this  state,  and  of 
its  house  of  assembly,  were  disappointed;  and  no- 
thing remained  in  this  extraordinary  crisis,  but  to 
exert  that  power,  which  the  constitution  of  the  state, 
for  the  benefit  of  the  people  thereof,  had  delegated 
to  its  executive,  or  quietly  to  suffer  the  wishes  and 
expectations  of  the  people,  and  of  their  legislature,  to 
be  frustrated. 

Permit  me,  briefly,  to  allude  to  the  calm  and  deli- 
berate review  which  I took  of  this  subject,  at  the  time 
of  the  adjournment  of  congress. 

Very  soon  after  the  commencement  of  the  session 
in  January  last,  a bill  was  introduced  into  the  house 
of  assembly,  in  accordance  with  the  prevailing  sen- 
timents and  wishes  of  the  people,  and,  notwjlhst&nd-- 
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ing  much  discussion  upon  the  provisions  of  the  bill, 
very  little  opposition  was  expressed  to  its  general 
principle. 

The  bill  passed  the  assembly  with  uncommon  una- 
nimity, only  four  members  voting  against  it.  It  was 
then  sent  to  the  senate,  and  the  committee  to  whom 
it  was  referred  made  a report  to  which  I have  already 
alluded.  A majority  of  the  senate  thereupon  solemn- 
ly declared,  that  it  was  expedient  to  pass  a law  at  the 
then  session  of  the  legislature,  giving  to  the  people  of 
this  state  the  choice  of  electors  of  president  and 
vice  pesident  of  the  United  States,  and  by  a gene- 
ral ticket.  Its  almost  immediate  and  simultaneous 
postponement  by  the  senate  till  November  next,  may 
have  been  produced  by  the  fact,  among  others,  that,  as 
congress  was  still  in  session,  it  would  be  proper  to 
learn  the  sense  of  that  body,  before  the  bill  was  finally 
disposed  of. 

If  this,  or  some  other  reason  equally  well  founded, 
did  not  exist,  it  would  be  viewed  by  the  community  as 
a singular  phenomena,  that  a measure  grounded  on  a 
general  principle,  concurred  in  by  the  two  branches  of 
the  legislature,  should  in  the  end  be  defeated.  On 
the  contrary,  I was  bound  to  notice  the  declaration 
made  by  the  senate  and  assembly,  and  to  believe  that 
those  honorable  branches  of  our  government  were 
willing  and  desirious  of  giving  to  the  people  the  right 
of  choosing  the  electors. 

If  these  circumstances  grew  out  of  the  fact,  that  the 
senate  of  this  state  had  postponed  the  subject,  in  the 
hope  that  congress  might  still  interfere  by  recom 
mending  an  amendment,  then,  as  soon  as  congress  ad- 
journed without  doing  so,  it  became  my  duty  to  con- 
vene the  legislature  at  an  earlier  period  than  the  day 
fixed  by  law,  and  to  which  they  stood  adjourned,  to 
afford  them  an  opportunity  of  passing  the  bill,  so  anx- 
iously required  and  expected  by  the  community  at 
large. 

It  became  a duty,  from  the  many  extraordinary 
circumstances  connected  with  the  measure,  from  the 
constantly  increasing  solicitude  of  the  people  in  its 
favor,  and  from  a due  regard  to  the  honor  of  the  state. 

If,  under  such  peculiar  circumstances,  I had  hesitat- 
ed to  pay  a just  deference  to  the  public  sentiment  and 
legislative  declarations,  it  would  have  subjected  me 
to  the  merited  reproaches  of  a free  and  enlightened 
people.  Having  thus  performed  what,  in  the  view 
taken  of  this  highly  important  subject,  I considered 
an  incumbent  duty  on  my  part,  it  now  remains  with 
you,  gentlemen,  to  adopt  such  a course,  with  regard 
to  the  choice  of  electors,  as  you,  in  your  wisdom,  may 
think  most  consonant  with  the  wishes  and  expecta- 
tions of  your  constituents;  and,  in  recommending  the 
passage  of  a law  giving  it  to  the  people,  it  is  also  sa- 
tisfactory to  me  to  reflect,  that  its  adoption  will  occa- 
sion no  additional  expense  to  the  state,  as  the  neces- 
sity, otherwise,  of  your  again  meeting  in  the  month  of 
November  next,  will  be  thereby  obviated  and  remov- 
ed. 

Should  the  legislature  be  engaged  in  any  other  busi- 
ness than  the  immediate  purpose  for  which  it  is  now 
railed,  or  in  the  unfinished  business  of  its  last  meet- 
ing, I would  then  recommend  the  propriety  of  investi- 
gating another  subject,  which  I consider  as  connected 
with  the  safety  of  our  citizens  and  the  prosperity  of 
our  state. 

The  deep  interest  which  is  so  justly  felt  in  our 
steam  boat  navigation,  and  the  fatal  accidents  which 
have  recently  attended  the  operation  of  its  machine- 
ry, in  several  instances,  indicate  the  necessity  of  an 
early  inquiry  into  the  causes  of  those  misfortunes, 
and  of  adopting  regulations,  by  law,  for  inspecting, 
at  stated  intervals,  or  for  otherwise  ascertaining  the 
condition  and  safety  of  the  apparatus  used  in  such  na- 
vigation, to  avoid,  in  future,  as  far  as  practicable,  the 
awful  consequences  arising  from  mismanagement  or 
carelessness. 


I cannot  forbear,  at  this  extra  session  of  the  legisla 
ture,  to  mention  the  anticipations  so  fondly  cherished 
by  the  American  people,  that  the  only  surviving  gene- 
ral officer  of  the  revolution,  the  friend  and  companion 
of  Washington,  and  who  has  been  so  conspicuous  for 
his  disinterested  patriotism  and  devotedness  to  the 
liberties  of  man,  is  expected  shortly  to  visit  our  coun- 
try. With  the  name  of  Fayette,  are  associated  the 
most  tender  and  interesting  recollections,  and  that 
country  whose  independence  and  freedom  he  so  es- 
sentially contributed  to  establish,  can  never  be  indif- 
ferent to  his  welfare,  nor  be  wanting  in  the  hospi- 
talities due  to  its  noble  benefactor.  I doubt  not,  gen- 
tlemen, that  you  will  adopt  such  measures  for  receiv- 
ing this  distinguished  patribt  at  the  seat  of  govern- 
ment, should  he  visit  this  city,  as  will  do  honor  to  a 
grateful  people.  JOSEPH  C.  YATES. 

Albany,  August  2,  1824-. 


Colonization  of  Hayti. 

From  the  New  York  Mercantile  Advertiser. 

The  following  is  a translation  of  Mr.  J.  Granville’s 
address  to  the  meeting  of  colored  people,  delivered 
in  New  York  on  the  22d  ult. 

Friends , brethren  and  sisters — 

The  commission  which  I have  been  charged  by  my 
goverment  to  execute  in  the  United  States,  appears 
to  have  been  attended  with  difficulties  which  have 
hitherto  excited  fears  and  apprehensions  in  many 
minds.  I present  myself  before  you,  in  order  to 
obviate,  to  lessen  or  to  remove  those  difficulties;  and 
the  more  arduous  this  task  may  be,  the  more  shall 
I congratulate  myself  on  having  contributed  to  ame- 
liorate the  lot  and  improve  the  condition  of  those 
families  which  shall  accept,  with  full  confidence,  the 
generous  offer  of  a liberal  government. 

I shall  not  attempt  to  conceal  from  you  the  unavoid- 
able trials  which  must  attend  a removal  to  a new  or 
foreign  country,  in  which  the  emigrants  will  find  ix 
difference  of  manners,  of  language,  and  even  of  re- 
ligion. His  native  soil  has  always  peculiar  attractions 
to  a human  being,  even  when  it  is  certain  that  he  may 
find  himself  better  off  in  another  situation.  The 
Laplander  delights  himself  in  the  midst  of  his  snowy 
mountains  and  his  fields  of  ice;  the  Arab  of  the  desert 
passes  his  life  freely  in  his  reigon  of  burning  sands, 
whilst  the  hissings  of  the  serpent,  and  the  roaring  of 
the  lion,  excite  no  fears  in  the  mind  of  the  African. — 
Nature  has  engraven  upon  our  hearts  a love  for  the 
places  in  which  we  were  born.  Fatiguing  journeys, 
troublesome  and  expensive  voyages,  a change  of  cli- 
mate, the  fear  of  sickness,  (sometimes  more  distress- 
ing than  the  reality,)  the  painful  uncertainty  which 
the  emigrant  feels  with  respect  to  the  fate  which 
may  await  him  in  a strange  and  distant  country,  a 
country  which  is  sometimes  described  to  him  in 
gloomy  and  forbidding  colors,  these  are  considera- 
tions which  it  is  my  duty  to  advert  to,  and  on  which 
I hope  to  satisfy  your  minds. 

Of  two  evils,  we  should  ever  choose  the  least. 
1 need  not  enumerate  the  trials  winch  you  have  en- 
dured and  which  you  still  endure.  Let  the  veil  of 
oblivion  be  cast  over  them  forever. 

I do  not  come  here  to  obtain  recruits.  For  more 
than  thirty  years  the  svorld  lias  beheld  us  struggling 
alone  against  the  tempests  of  despotism.  Though  we 
have  not  withheld  from  others,  we  have  received  no- 
thing from  any;  alone  we  have  resisted  the  storm; 
the  winds  are  now  calm,  and  our  vessel  glides  smooth- 
ly upon  an  ocean  of  tranquility  and  happiness.  An 
efficient  government  offers  you  ’protection;  offers  to 
share  with  you  blessings  and  advantages  which  you 
cannot  experience  here.  It  is  for  yourselves,  there- 
fore, to  decide  between  these  advantages,  and  tfie  un- 
pleasant circumstances  attendant  upon  ihe  early  pe- 
riod of  emigration.  United  together  in  companies  4s 
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much  as  possible,  in  Hayli,  you  will  scarcely  feel  the 
inconvenience  of  a foreign  language.  Our  numerous 
relations  with  the  United  States,  and  with  England, 
have  spread  your  language  through  our  country,  and 
practice  and  study  will  render  you  familiar  with  ours. 
The  acquisition  of  a new  language  adds  to  the  dignity 
and  pleasures  of  existence. 

Your  habits,  though  somewhat  different  from  ours, 
have  nothing  in  them  at  variance  with  our  institu- 
tions,  and  we  shall  find  nothing  in  them  as  an  ac- 
cusation against  you.  Your  religious  belief  differs, 
in  some  points,  from  ours,  but  we  all  worship  the 
same  God.  Your  prayers  and  eurs  may  ascend  to 
Heaven  by  different  modes,  but  they  all  reach  the 
throne  of  the  Eternal.  The  soil  which  you  have  often 
watered  with  your  tears,  is,  it  is  true,  the  land-of  your 
birth.  But  with  what  language  does  it  address  you. 
“Gather  up,  my  children,  your  dearest  treasures,  bid 
an  eternal  farewell  to  the  ashes  of  your  fathers,  and 
since  happiness  does  not  awaityou  here,  seek  it  among 
those  who  will  not  blush  to  call  you  brethren.”  Every 
country  has  prejudices  which  cannot  be  disregarded. 
We  also  have  ours.  Those  among  you  who  are  living 
in  tolerable  comfort,  must  expect  to  encounter  some 
expense  and  even  losses  in  the  transportation  of  their 
goods;  something  must  be  sacrificed  on  the  one  hand, 
in  order  to  gain  on  the  other.  The  voyage  may  be 
trying  to  some,  because  all  are  not  accustomed  to  the 
sea;  but  it  is  a voyage  only  of  a fortnight,  or  at  worst 
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sequence  to  you.  You  will  be  placed  in  cool 
tions,  until  you  are  accustomed  to  the  climate. 


The 


reflect  upon  the  offers  which  our  government  has 
made  you,  and  the  promises  which  are  held  out  to  you 
by  the  president  of  Hayti,  who,  like  his  predecessor, 
has  promised  nothing  in  vain.  With  respect  to  the 
declamations  that  are  made  against  the  country— listen 
to  them  not.  Listen  to  those  who  have  been  there; 
those  who  know  how  to  make  correct  observations 
and  to  act  directly.  Listen  to  such  as  these,  and  suf 
fer  all  our  detractors  to  die  in  their  own  bitterness. 
Your  children,  those  precious  objects  of  your  solici- 
tude— your  children  will  receive  a good  education, 
and  you  will  have  the  unspeakable  satisfaction  of 
knowing  that  the  education,  which  is  bestowed  upon 
them,  will  awaken  them,  not  to  a deeper  sense  of  the 
evils  they  must  endure,  and  the  degradations  they 
must  suffer,  but  to  a more  feeling  sense  of  the  bless- 
ings of  Providence. 

Youth  is  easily  habituated  to  atiy  thing.  Men  may 
also  endure  with  patience  the  first  effects  of  a change 
of  residence;  it  remains  then  for  me  to  advert  to  the 
most  interesting  portion  of  the  human  race.  The 
females,  being  those  who  will  have  most  to  suffer 
in  consequence  of  a first  change,  all  our  solicitude 
will  be  directed  to  them.  The  hospitality  which  we 
exercise  towards  strangers,  is  not  in  us  a virtue;  it  is 
a pleasure — a pleasure  which  wc  are  permitted  to 
enjoy  in  excess.  Yes,  beloved  sisters,  you  will  find 
in  our  families  all  the  attention,  all  the  kindness 
which  is  due  to  your  amiable  sex.  I explain  myself 
without  reserve;  I have  hut  a word  more  to  add.  I 
know  that  thece  are  many  persons  among  you,  who 
may  find  themselves  in  situations  which  will  not  per- 
mit of  their  emigration.  It  is  not  to  them  that  lad- 
dress  myself.  It  is  the  unfortunate,  those  who  arc 
willing  to  labor,  but  who  can  find  no  work,  whom  I 
invite  to  go.  If  they  really  prefer  industry  and  re- 
putation to  idleness  and  contempt — let  them  come  and 
We  will  receive  them.  But  if,  accustomed  to  the  mark 
of  ignominy,  they  persevere  in  dragging  on  a shame-  | 
ful  existence,  let  them  remain — let  them  drink  deep 
of  the  cup  of  dishonor,  but  may  their  feet  never  con- 
taminate our  shores. 
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pet. 

Arabic,  gum 

m 

m 

. Arms,  fire,  all  ether 

a 

so 

33 

: Arms,  side 

30 

33 

Articles  all,  composed  wholly  or  chiefly  of 

1 

gold,  silver,  pearl  and  precious  stones 

124 

13* 

Articles,  all  other  of  glass,  in . addition  to 

two  cents  per  pound 

c 

20 

22 

Artificial  flowers 

* 

30 

S3 

Articles  all,  not  free  and  not  subject  to  any 

other  rate  of  duty,  ( see  gold  leaf) 

* 

13 

Baizes — until  the  30th  of  June,  1S25, 

30 

33 

after  that  time 

33} 

364 

Balsams 

* 

30 

33“ 

Blank  books 

30 

S3 

Blankets 

25 

274 

Black  lead  pencils 

40 

44' 

Bleached  or  colored,  (see  cotton  yarn, 

c‘l 

Blue,  Prussian 

20 

22 

i Bolting  cloths 

15 

! m 

Bonnets,  Leghorn,  and  all  bonnets  of  straw, 

chip  or  grass,  ( see  hats) 

*1 

Bonnets  for  women 

1 

i 30 

33 

Books,  blank 

* 

30 

33 

Braids,  for  making  hats  or  bonnets 

50 

55 

Brass,  all  manufactures  of,  not  other » 

vise 

specif  ed,  or  of  which  brass  is  a component 

material 

25 

27 4 

Brass,  in  plates  or  sheets 

1 

15 

16% 

Brass  wire 

t 

25 

274 

Bridles 

* 

30 

33' 

Bristol  stones 

121 

13* 

! Brushes 

# i 

30 

33 

Buckles 

e 

25 

271 

Buttons 

f 

25 

274 

Button  moulds 

* 

20 

22' 

Burlaps 

15 

1 64 

Cabinet  wares 

* i 

30 

33' 

i Canes 

* 

30 

33 

Cannon 

4. 

• j 

25 

27A 
* u 

Capers 

* 

30 

33 

Caps  for  women 

* 

SO 

S3 

Caps,  or  hats  of  wool 

# 

30 

33 

fur 

* 

30 

33 

leather 

' * 1 

30 

33 

*ilk 

* i 

30  | 

34 
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Carpeting,  oil  cloth,  of  every  description 
Carpets  and  carpeting,  all  other,  made  of 
tow,  flogs,  or  any  other  material  g 
Carriages  of  all  descriptions,  and  parts  of 
carriages 

Chip,  hats  or  bonnets  of,  ( see  hats ) 

China  ware 
Cloths,  bolting 
Cloth  hair,  and  hair  seating 
Cloths,  oil,  of  every  description 
Cloths,  floor,  made  of  to  it*,  flags , or  any 
other  material 
Clothing,  ready  made 
Coach  laces,  of  cotton  or  other  material 
Colored  or  bleached,  ( see  cotUmyam , fyc.) 
Comfits,  of  all  descriptions,  preserved  in 
sugar  or  brandy  * 

Copper,  manufactures  of  all  articles  from 
or  of  which  copper  is  the  material  of  chief 
value  h 

Copper,  all  vessels  of 
Cosmetics  * 

Cotton,  coach  laces  of 
Cotton,  all  manufactures  of,  not  herein  speci- 
fied, or  of  which  cotton  shall  be  a compo- 
nent’part,  with  special  provisions  as  to 
cotton  cloths,  or  of  which  cotton  shall  be 
a component  material,  (not  including 
nankeens  imported  directly  from  China); 
and  as  to  cotton  twist , yam  or  thread, — for 
which  provisions,  see  these  particular  ar 
tides 

Cotton,  cloths  all,  whatsoever,  or  cloths  of 
which  cotton  shall  be  a component  mate- 
rial, (excepting  nankeens  imported  di- 
rectly from  China),  the  original  cost  of 
which  at  the  place  -whence  imported, 
with  the  addition  of  twenty  per  centum 
if  imported  from  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope, 
or  any  place  beyond  it,  and  of  ten  per 
centum,  if  imported  from  any  other 
place,  shall  he  less  than  thirty  cents  per 
square  yard,  shall,  with  such  addition,  be 
taken  and  deemed  to  have  cost  thirty 
cents  per  square  yard,  and  shall  be  charg- 
ed with  duty  accordingly 

'All  unbleached  and  unco- 
lored, the  original  cost  of 
which  shall  be  less  than 
sixty  cts.  per  pound,  shall 
be  deemed  and  taken  to 
have  costs  sixty  cents  per 
pound,  and  shall  be  charg- 
ed with  duty  accordingly. 

’ All  bleached  or  colored, the 
original  cost  of  which 
shall  be  less  than  seventy 
five  cents  per  pound,  shall 
be  deemed  and  taken  to 
have  cost  seventy -five  cts. 
per  pound,  and  shall  be 
charged  with  duty  accord- 
ingly. 

Cotton,  stockings  of 
Cutlery 

Cut  glass,  all  wares  of,  not  specified,  in  ad- 
dition to  three  cents  per  pound 
Cutting  knives,  of  iron  or  steel 
Duck,  sail 

Dying  drugs,  and  all  materials  for  compos- 
ing dyes,  not  subject  to  other  rates  of  duty 
Earthen  ware 
Embroidery 
Epaulets 

Fans  * 

Feathers  for  beds  t 

ornamental  • 


Cotton  twist  , 
Cotton  yarn  - 
Cotton  thread 


Cotton  yarn 
Cotton  twist 
Cotton  thread 


30 

33 

30 

33 

30 

33 

20 

22 

15 

16* 

SO 

33 

30 

33 

30 

33 

30 

33 

35 

38* 

30 

33 

25 

27* 

35 

3S* 

30 

33 

35 

38* 

25 


25 


25 


25 

25 

25 

30 

30 

15 

12* 

20 

12* 

12A 

30° 

15 

30 


Fire  arms,  all  other  Afii) 

Flags,  carpets  and  carpeting,  mats  and  floor 
cloths  made  of 

Flannels,  until  the  30th  June,  1825 
after  that  time 

Flats  for  making  hats  or  bonnets 
Flax,  all  manufactures  of,  not  herein  speci- 
fied, or  of  which  flax  shall  be  a compo- 
nent part  l 

Floor  cloths  made  of  toic,  flags,  or  any  other 
j material 

j Flowers,  artificial  * 

Frames,  or  sticks,  for  umbrellas  or  para- 
j sols  * 

1 Fur,  hats  or  caps  of  * 

Gilt  wares  of  all  kinds  H 

Glass,  cut,  all  wares  of,  not  specified,  in  ad- 

tion  to  three  cents  per  pound 
Glass,  on  all  other  articles  of,  in  addition  to 
two  cents  per  pound  c 

Glass  manufactures,  or  articles  of  glass 
which  cannot  fairly  be  brought  within 
the  operation  cf  the  act  of  22a  May,  1824, 
such  as  looking  glasses  in  frames,  and 
looking  glass  plates,  silvered;  because  it 
would  be  extremely  difficult,  if  not  im 
practicable,  to  ascertain  the  precise 
weight  of  the  glass  separately  from  the 
other  materials  connected  with  it  in  such 
manner  as  to  justify  the  exaction  of  the 
duty  per  pound  on  such  glass  articles  j 
Gold,  all  articles  composed  wholly  or  chiefly 
of 

Gold  lace 

Gold  leaf,  and  all  articles  not  free  and  not 
subject  to  any  other  rate  of  duty  * 
Gold  watches  and  parts  of  watches 
Grass,  hats  or  bonnets  of,  ( see  hats ) 

Gum  Arabic 
Gum'senegal 
Hair  cloth 
Hair  seating 
Hangings,  paper 
Harness 

Hats  or  bonnets,  Leghorn,  and  all  hats  or 
27f  bonnets  of  straw,  chip  or  grass,  with  spe- 
cial provisions  as  to  such,  the  cost  of 
which,  at  the  place  whence  imported, 
with  the  addition  of  ten  per  centum, 
shall  have  been  less  than  one  dollar  each 
Hats  or  bonnets,  Leghorn,  and  all  hats  or 
bonnets  of  straw',  chip  or  grass,  which,  at 
the  place  whence  imported,  with  the  ad- 
271  dition  of  ten  per  centum,  shall  have  cost 
less  than  one  dollar  each,  shall,  with  such 
addition,  be  taken  and  deemed  to  have 
cost  one  dollar  each,  and  shall  be  charg- 
ed with  duty  accordingly 
Hats  or  caps  of  wool 
fur 
leather 
silk 

Head  dresses,  ornaments  for 
271  Hemp,  all  manufactures  of,  not  herein  spcci- 
271  fled,  or  of  which  hemp  shall  be  a compo 

2 nentpart 

33  Hooks,  reaping,  of  iron  or  steel 
33  Iron,  all  manufactures  of,  not  otherwise  spe 
16i  cified,  or  of  which  iron  is  a component 
material 

13$  Iron,  cutting  knives,  scythes,  sickles  and 
22  reaping  hooks,  spades  and  shovels,  of 

131  Iron,  screws  of,  weighing  twenty-five 
13J  pounds  or  upwards 

33  Iron,  screws  of,  for  wood,  called  wood 
16*  screws 

33  Japanned  wares,  of  all  kinds 


30 

S3 

30 

33 

30 

33 

33* 

36* 

50 

55 

25 

27* 

30 

33 

30 

33 

30 

S3 

30 

33 

20 

22 

30  | 

33 

20 

no 

20 

22 

12* 

13* 

12* 

13* 

15 

16* 

12* 

13* 

12* 

13* 

12* 

13* 

30 

33 

30 

33 

40 

44 

30 

33 

50 


55 


27* 

33 

33 

33 

2H 


t 
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Jewelry 

Knives,  cutting’,. °f  iron  or  steel 
Laces,  coach,  of  cotton,  or  other  material 
Laces,  all  other 
Lace,  gold 
Lace,  silver 
Laoe  veils 
shawls 
shades 


nent  material 
Lead  pencils,  black 
Leaf,  gold,  (see  gold  leaf) 

Leather,  and  alpmanufactures  thereof,  or 
of  which  it  is  the  material  of  chief  va- 
lue 

Leather,  caps  or  hats  of 
Leghorn  hats  or  bonnets,  and  all  hats  or 
bonnets  of  straw , chip  or  grass,  (see  hats ) 
Manufactures,  all,  of  wool,  or  of  which 
wool  shall  be  a component  part,  (except 
worsted  stuff  goods  and  blankets,  and  such 
manufactures  of  wool,  not  including  flan- 
nels and  baizes,  the  actual  value  of  which 
at  the  place  whence  imported,  shall  not 
exceed  thirty-three  and  a third  cents  per 
square  yard),  until  the  30th  of  June,  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  twenty-five 
—After  the  30th  June,  1825 
Manufactures,  all,  of  wool,  (except  flan 
nels  and  baizes),  the  actual  value  of  which 
at  the  place  whence  imported,  shall  not 
exceed  thirty-three  and  a third  cents  per 
square  yard 

Manufactures,  all,  not  herein  specified . 
cotton,  flax  or  hemp,  or  of  which  either  of 
these  materials  shall  be  a component 
part,  with  special  provisions  as  to  cotton 
cloths , or  of  which  cotton  shall  be  a com- 
ponent material;  (excepting nankeens  im- 
ported directly  from  China);  and  as  to 
cotton  twist,  yarn  or  thread,  for  which  pro- 
visions, see  these  particular  articles 
Manufactures,  all,  of  silk,  or  of  which  silk 
shall  be  a component  material,  coming 
from  beyond  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  m 
Manufactures,  all  other,  of  silk,  or  of  which 
silk  shall  be  a component  material  m 
Manufactures,  all,  not  otherwise  specified, 
made  of  brass,  iron,  steel , peioter,  lead,  or 
tin,  or  of  which  either  of  these  metals  is 
a component  material 
Manufactures,  all,  of  marble 
Manufactures  of  glass,  (see  glass ) 
Manufactured  or  prepared  quills 
Manufactures  of  all  articles  from  copper,  or 
of  which  copper  is  the  material  of  chief 
value  h 

Manufactures  of  wood  * 

Manufactures  of  leather,  or  of  which  lea- 
ther is  the  material  of  chief  value  * 

Marble 

Marble,  all  manufactures  of 
Mats,  made  of  tow,  flags,  or  any  other  ma- 
terial 

Materials  for  composing  dyes,  not  subject  to 
other  rates  of  duty 

Millinery  of  all  sorts  *n 

Moulds,  button  * 

Mustard  * 

Needles 

Nitre  o 

Oil  cloth  carpeting,  of  every  description 
Oil  cloths  do.  do. 

Oil,  sallad  * 

Olives^  * 


121 

t 13* 

30 

33 

35 

38J 

121 

i m 

121 

i 13^ 

1 21 

i 13* 

121 

i 13* 

12 1 

k 13* 

12J 

E 13* 

25 

27| 

40 

44 

30 

33 

30  , 

33 

30 

33 

33i 

36* 

25 

274 

25 

274 

25 

274 

20 

22 

25 

274 

30 

33 

25 

274 

25 

274 

30 

33 

30 

33 

30 

33 

30 

33 

30 

33 

12* 

13* 

30 

33 

20 

22 

30 

33 

25 

274 

m 

13* 

30  ' 

33 

30 

33 

30 

33 

30 

33 

Ornaments  for  head  dresses 
Ornamental  feathers 
Osnaburgs 
Paper  hangings 

Parasols,  of  whatever  materials  made 
Parasols,  sticks  or  frames  for 
Parchment 
Paste  work 

Pearls  of  all  kinds,  set  or  not  set 


of 


nent  material  . 

Pencils,  black  lead 

Perfumes  * 

Pickles  * 

Pins 

Plats,  for  making  hats  or  bonnets 
Plated  wares  of  all  kinds 
Plates  or  sheets,  brass  in  f 

tin  in  { 

Porcelain  * 

Precious  stones  of  all  kinds,  set  or  not  set 
Precious  stones,  all  articles  composed  whol- 
ly or  chiefly  of 

Prepared  or  manufactured  quills 
Preserves,  (see  sweet  meats ) 

Printing  types 

Prussian  blue  * 

Quills,  prepared  or  manufactured 
Reaping  hooks,  of  iron  or  steel 
Rugs.  See  manufactures  of  icool 
Saddles 
Sail  duck 

Sallad  oil  * 

Saltpetre  p 

Seating  hair 
Senegal  gum 

Screws  of  iron,  weighing  twenty-five 

pounds  nr  upwards 

Screws  of  iron  for  wood,  called  wood 
screws 

Screws,  wood.  See  preceding. 

Scythes,  of  iron  or  steel 
Shades,  lace  -jt 

Shawls,  lace  f 

Sheets  or  plates,  brass  in  f 

tin  in  f 

Shovels  of  iron  or  steel 
Sickles  of  iron  or  steel 
Side  arms 

Silk,  all  manufactures  of,  or  of  which  silk 
shall  be  a component  material,  coming 
from  beyond  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  m 

Silk,  all  other  manufactures  of,  or  of  which 
silk  shall  be  a component  material  m 

Silk,  hats  or  caps  of  * 

Silver  watches  and  parts  of  watches 
Silver  lace 

Silver,  all  articles  composed  wholly  or  chief- 
ly of 

Slates  for  building 
Spades  of  iron  or  steel 
Square  wire,  used  in  the  manufacture  of 
stretchers  for  umbrellas 
Steel,  all  manufactures  of,  not  otherwise  spe- 
cified, or  of  which  steel  is  a component 
material 

Steel,  cutting  knives,  scythes,  sickles  and 
reaping  hooks,  spades  and  shovels,  of 
Sticks  or  frames  for  umbrellas  or  parasols  * 
Sticks,  walking  * 

Stockings  of  cotton 

Stockings  of  wool.  See  manufactures  of 
wool. 

Stones,  preciotts,  of  all  kinds,  set  or  not  set. 


30 

33 

30 

33 

15 

I64 

40 

44 

30 

33 

30 

33 

30 

33 

121 

i 13* 

121 

i m 

12J 

t 

25 

274 

40 

44 

30 

33 

30 

33 

25 

^74 

50 

55" 

25 

274 

15 

164 

15 

164 

20 

22 

124 

13* 

124 

1 SI- 

25 

274 

25 

274 

20 

22 

25 

274 

30 

33 

30 

33 

15 

I64 

30 

33 

124 

13* 

30 

33 

124 

m 

30 

33 

30 

33 

30 

33 

124 

.13* 

124 

13* 

15 

I64 

15 

16* 

30 

33 

30 

33 

30 

33 

25 
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20 

22 

30 

33 
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13* 
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13* 

124 

13* 

25 
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30 

33 
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33 

30 

33 

25 

i 
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Stones,  Bristol 

Stones,  precious,  all  articles  composed 
wholly  or  chiefly  of 
Stone  ware 

Straw,  hats  or  bonnets  of.  Sec  hats. 

Stuff  worsted  goods 

Sweet  meats,  of  all  descriptions,  preserved 
in  sugar  or  brandy 

Stretchers  for  umbrellas,  (see  square  wire), 
Thread,  (see  cotton ), 

Ticklenbergs 
Tiles  for  building 

Tin,  all  manufactures  of,  not  otherwise  spe- 
cified, or  of  which  tin  shall  be  a compo- 
nent material 
Tin,  in  plates  or  sheets 
Tow,  carpets  and  carpeting,  mats  and  floor 
cloths,  made  of 
Twist,  (see  cotton) 

Types,  printing 

Umbrellas,  of  whatever  material  made  * 

sticks  or  frames  for  * 

Umbrellas,  stretchers  for,  ( see  square  wire) 
Unbleached  and  uncolored,  (see  cotton  twist, 
be.) 

Veils,  lace  k 

Vellum  * 

Vessels  of  copper 
Wafers 

Walking  sticks  * 

Wares  of  all  kinds,  japanned 
plated 

Wares,  all,  of  cut  glass,  (see  glass) 

Wares,  cabinet  * 

Wares,  gilt,  (see  gilt  wares) 

Ware,  China  * 

earthen 

stone  * 

Washes  • • * 

Watches,  of  all  kinds,  and  parts  of  watches 
Whips  * 

Wire,  brass  f 

Wire,  square,  used  in  the  manufacture  of 
stretchers  for  umbrellas 
Wood,  all  manufactures  of  * 

Wood  screws,  ( see  screics  of  iron) 

Wool,  all  manufactures  of,  or  of  which 
wool  shall  be  a component  part,  (except 
worsted  stuff  goods  and  blankets,  and  such 
manufactures  of  xcool,  not  including  flan- 
Wsand  baizes , the  actual  value  of  which 
at  the  place  whence  imported,  shall  not 
exceed  thirty-three  and  a third  cents  per 
square  yard),  until  the  30th  of  June,  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  & twenty-five  q 
-—After  the  30th  June,  1825 
Wool,  all  manufactures  of  (except  flannels 
or  baizes),  the  actual  value  of  which  at 
the  place  whence  imported,  shall  not  ex- 
ceed thirty-three  and  a third  cents  per 
square  yard  q 

Wool,  unmanufactured,  (provided  the  ac- 
tual value  thereof  at  tne  place  wherice 
imported,  exceed  ten  cents  per  pound), 
until  the  first  day  of  June,  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  twenty  five 
— Afterwards,  until  the  first  of  June,  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  twenty-six 
— Afterwards 

Wool,  all,  the  actual  value  of  which  at  the 
place  whence  imported,  shall  not  exceed 
ten  cents  per  pound 

Wool,  stockings  of  ( see  all  manufactures  of 
wool) 

Wool,  caps  or  hats  of  * 

Worsted  stuff  goods 
Yarn,  ( see  cotton ) 


13J 

124 

13£ 

20 

22 

20 

25* 

SO 

33 

15 

16* 

25 

27* 

25 

27A 

15 

16* 

30 

33 

25 

27* 

30 

33 

30 

33 

loa 

13| 

30 

33 

35 

38* 

30 

33 

30 

33 

25 

27* 

25 

27* 

30 

33 

20 

22 

20 

22 

20 

22 

30 

33 
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13* 

30 

33 

25 

07  X 
~ 1 1 

12 

134- 

30 

33° 

30 

33 

33* 

36* 

25 

27* 

20 

22 

25 

27* 

30 

33 

15 

16* 

30 

33 

25 

27* 

a Note.  The  ad  valorem  rates  of  duty  are,  agreeably' 
to  the  terms  of  the  5th  section  of  the  supplemental 
collection  law,  of  the  first  March,  1823,  to  be  estimat- 
ed in  the  following  manner:  “to  the  actual  cost,  if 
the  same  shall  have  been  actually  purchased,  or 
the  actual  value,  if  the  same  shall  have  been  procur- 
ed otherwise  than  by  purchase,  at  the  time  and  place- 
when  and  where  purchased  or  otherwise  procured, 
or  to  the  appraised  value,  if  appraised;  except  in 
cases  where  goods  are  subject  to  the  penalty  provided 
for  in  the  thirteenth  section  of  this  act,  shall  be  added 
all  charges  except  insurance;  and  also  twenty  per  cen- 
tum on  the  said  cost  or  value  and  charges,  if  imported 
from  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  or  any  place  beyond 
that,  or  from  beyond  Cape  Horn,  or  ten  per  centum 
if  from  any  other  place  or  country;  and  the  said 
rates  of  duty  shall  be  estimated  on  such  aggregate 
amount:  provided,  that  in  all  cases  where  any  goods, 
wares  and  merchandise,  subject  to  ad  valorem  duty, 
shall  have  been  imported  from  a country  other  than 
that  in  which  the  same  were  manufactured  or  pro- 
duced, the  appraisers  shall  value  the  same  at  the  cur- 
rent value,  at  the  time  of  exportation,  in  the  country 
where  the  same  may  have  been  originally  manufac- 
tured or  produced.” 

b By  the  term  here,  uall  other,"  is  to  be  understood 
all  other  than  muskets  and  rifles,  which  are  mentioned 
immediately  before  in  the  law,  and  pay  specific  rates 
of  duty. 

c The  term  here  “all  other  articles  of  glass,”  is  to  be 
understood  as  meaning  all  other  than  wares  of  cut  glass; 
besides  certain  descriptions  of  glass  paying  specific 
rates  of  duty. 

*t  For  articles  that  have  these  references,  see  ex- 
planatory notes  at  the  end  of  the  whole  tariff. 

*d  By  this  is  to  be  understood,  bonnets  for  women, 
other  than  Leghorn,  and  all  bonnets  of  straw , chip  or 
grass,  which  pay  a higher  rate  of  duty. 

ef  In  these  cases,  exceptions  are  to  be  made,  in  re- 
lation to  all  such  buckles  and  buttons,  as  do  not  come 
under  one  or  the  other  of  the  manufactures  specified  in 
the  act  of  the  22d  May,  1824. 

g By  the  term  uall  other,"  as  here  used,  is  to  be 
understood  all  other  than  oil  cloth  carpeting,  and  carpets 
and  carpeting  paying  specific  rates  of  duty. 

h Rate  fixed  by  the  act  of  20th  April,  1818,  to  which, 
it  will  be  perceived,  all  vessels  of  copper,  as  well  as 
some  articles  of  copper,  paying  specific  rates  of  duty, 
are  an  exception. 

*i  To  this  an  exception  is  to  be  made  in  relation  to 
such  gilt  wares  as  come  under  one  or  the  other  of  the 
manufactures  specified  in  the  act  of  the  22d  May,  1S24, 
and  to  which  a different  rate  of  duty  is  assigned  there- 
in. 

k Note. — The  term  “all  other  laces,”  is  considered 
to  be  so  broad  and  general  as  to  include  as  well  cotton 
as  laces  of  flax  or  thread,  and  silk;  and  to  extend  to 
lace  veils,  lace  shawls  and  lace  shades,  whether  of  cotton, 
thread  or  silk. 

I See  articles  of  lead  paying  specific  rates  of  duty. 

m As  a question  may  arise,  whether  silk  goods, 
manufactured  in  places  beyond,  but  carried  to  and  sold 
at  places  on  this  side,  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  and 
hence  brought  to  the  United  States,  should  be  con- 
sidered within  the  spirit  and  meaning  of  the  law,  as 
coming  from  the  last  mentioned  places,  it  may  be  pro- 
per to  state,  that,  according  to  the  views  of  this  de- 
partment, they  ought  not  to  be  considered  as  so  com- 
ing, but  as  coming  from  places  beyond  the  Cape  of 
Good  Hope.  In  other  words,  the  place  of  •manufacture 
must  determine  the  place  whence  silk  goods  shall  be 
considered  as  having  come. 

m By  the  term  here,  “all  other  manufactures  of 
silk,”  is  to  be  understood  all  other  than  those  coming 
from  beyond  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope. 
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*n  To  this  rate,  Leghorn  hats  or  bonnets,  and  all  hats 
and  bonnets  of  straxv,  chip  or  grass , and  all  fiats,  braids 
or  plats,  for  making  hats  or  bonnets,  form  an  excep- 
tion. 

o Refined  nitre  is  an  exception  to  this  rate,  this  ar- 
ticle paying  a specific  duty. 

p Refined  saltpeter  is  an  exception  to  this  rate,  this 
article  paying  a specific  duty. 

q See  manufactures  of  wool,  say  carpels,  carpeting , 
fyc.  paying  specific  rates  of  duty. 


Mr.  Clay’s  Speech 

In  support  of  an  American  system  for  the  protection  of 

American  industry;  delivered  in  the  house  of  represen- 
tatives, on  the  30th  and  3lst  of  March,  1821. 

The  gentleman  from  Virginia,  (Mr.  Barbour),  has 
embraced  the  occasion  produced  by  the  proposition 
of  the  gentleman  form  Tennessee,  to  strike  out  the 
minimum  price,  in  the  bill,  on  cotton  fabrics,  to  ex- 
press his  sentiments  at  large  on  the  policy  of  the  pend- 
ing measure;  and  it  is  scarcely  necessary  for  me  to  say 
that  he  has  evinced  his  usual  good  temper,  ability  and 
decorum.  The  parts  of  the  bill  are  so  intermingled 
and  interwoven  together,  that  there  can  be  no  doubt 
of  the  fitness  of  this  occasion  to  exhibit  its  merits  or 
its  defects.  It  is  my  intention,  with  the  permission 
of  the  committee,  to  avail  myself  also  of  this  oppor- 
tunity, to  present  to  its  consideration  those  general 
■views,  as  they  appear  to  me,  of  the  true  policy  of  this 
country,  which  imperiously  demand  the  passage  of 
this  bill.  I am  deeply  sensible,  Mr.  Chairman,  of  the 
high  responsibility  of  my  present  situation.  But  that 
responsibility  inspires  me  with  no  other  apprehension 
than  that  I shall  be  unable  to  fulfil  my  duty;  with  no 
other  solicitude  than  that  I may,  at  least,  in  some 
small  degree,  contribute  to  recall  my  country  fi;om 
the  pursuit  of  a fatal  policy,  Avhich  appears  to  me  in- 
evitably to  lead  to  its  impoverishment  and  ruin.  I 
do  feel  most  awfully  this  responsibility.  And,  if  it 
were  allowable  for  us,  at  the  present  day,  to  imitate 
ancient  examples,  I would  invoke  the  aid  of  the  Most 
High.  I would  anxiously  and  fervently  implore  His 
Divine  assistance;  that  He  would  be  graciously  pleas- 
ed to  shower  on  my  country  His  richest  blessings; 
and  that  He  would  sustain,  on  this  interesting  occa- 
sion, the  humble  individual  who  stands  before  Him, 
and  lend  him  the  power,  moral  and  physical,  to  per- 
form the  solemn  duties  which  now  belong  to  his  pub- 
lic station. 

Two  classes  of  politicians  divide  the  people  of  the 
United  States.  According  to  the  system  of  one,  the 
produce  of  foreign  industry  should  be  subjected  to  no 
other  impost  than  such  as  may  be  necessary  to  pro- 
vide a public  revenue;  and  the  produce  of  American 
industry  should  be  left  to  sustain  itself,  if  it  can, 
with  no  other  than  that  incidental  protection,  in  its 
competition,  at  home  as  well  as  abroad,  with  rival 
foreign  articles.  According  to  the  system  of  the 
other  class,  whilst  they  agree  that  the  imposts  should 
be  mainly,  and  may,  under  any  modification,  be  safe- 
ly relied  on  as  a fit  and  convenient  source  of  public 
revenue,  they  would  so  adjust  and  arrange  the  du- 
ties on  foreign  fabrics  as  to  afford  a gradual  but  ade- 
quate protection  to  American  iudustry,  and  lessen 
our  dependence  on  foreign  nations,  by  securing  a 
certain  and  ultimately  a cheaper  and  better  supply 
of  our  own  wants  from  our  own  abundant  resources. 
Both  classes  are  equally  sincere  in  their  respective 
opinions,  equally  honest,  equally  patriotic,  and  de- 
sirous of  advancing  the  prosperity  of  the  country. 
In  the  discussion  and  consideration  of  these  opposite 
opinions,  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  which  has 
the  support  of  truth  and  reason,  we  should,  therefore, 
exercise  every  indulgence,  and  the  greatest  spirit  of 
mutual  moderation  and  forbearance.  And,  in  onr 
deliberations  on  this  great  question,  ve  should  look 


fearlessly  and  truly  at  the  actual  condition  of  the 
country,  retrace  the  causes  which  have  brought  us 
into  it,  and  snatch,  if  possible,  a view  of  the  future. 
We  should,  above  all,  consult  experience — the  ex- 
perience of  other  nations,  as  well  as  our  own,  as  our 
truest  and  most  unerring  guide. 

In  casting  our  eyes  around  us,,  the  most  prominent 
circumstance  which  fixes  or  attention,  and  chal- 
lenges our  deepest  regret,  is  the  general  distress 
which  pervades  the  whole  country.  It  is  forced 
upon  us  by  numerous  facts  of  the  most  incontestible 
character.  It  is  indicated  by  the  diminished  exports 
of  native  produce;  by  the  depressed  and  reduced 
state  of  our  foreign  navigation;  by  our  diminished 
commerce;  by  successive  unthreshed  crops  of  grain, 
perishing  in  our  barns  and  barn-yards  for  the  want 
of  a market;  by  the  alarming  diminution  of  the  cir- 
culating medium;  by  the  numerous  bankruptcies,  not 
limited  to  the  trading  classes,  but  extending  to  all 
orders  of  society;  by  an  universal  complaint  of  the 
want  of  employment,  and  a consequent  reduction  of 
the  wages  of  labor;  by  the  ravenous  pursuit  after 
public  situations,  not  for  the  sake  of  their-bpnors  and 
the  performance  of  their  public  duties,  but  as  a 
means  of  private  subsistence;  by  the  reluctant  resort 
to  the  perilous  use  of  paper  money;  by  the  interven- 
tion of  legislation  in  the  delicate  relation  between 
debtor  and  creditor;  and,  above  all,  by  the  low  and 
depressed  state  of  the  value  of  almost  every  descrip- 
tion of  the  whole  mass  of  the  property  of  the  nation, 
which  has,  on  an  average,  sunk  not  less  than  about 
fifty  per  cent,  within  a few  years.  This  distress  per- 
vades every  part  of  the  union,  every  class  of  society; 
all  feel  it,  though  it  may  be  felt,  at  different  places,  in 
different  degrees.  It  is  like  the  atmosphere  which 
surrounds  us — all  must  inhale  it,  and  none  can  escape 
it.  In  some  places  it  has  burst  upon  our  people, 
without  a single  mitigating  circumstance  to  temper 
its  severity.  In  others,  more  fortunate,  slight  allevia- 
tions have  been  experienced  in  the  expenditure  of  the 
public  revenue,  and  in  other  favoring  causes.  A few 
years  ago,  the  planting  interest  consoled  itself  with  its 
happy  exemptions,  but  it  has  now  reached  this  in- 
terest also,  which  experiences,  though  with  less  seve- 
rity, the  general  suffering.  It  is  most  painful  to  me  to 
attempt  to  sketch  or  to  dwell  on  the  gloom  of  this  pic- 
ture. But  I have  exaggerated  nothing.  Perfect  fidelity 
to  the  original- would  have  authorized  me  to  have 
thrown  on  deeper  and  darker  hues.  And  it  is  the 
duty  of  the  statesman,  no  less  than  that  of  the  physi- 
cian, to  survey,  with  a penetrating,  steady  and  undis- 
mayed eye,  the  actual  condition  of  the  subject  on 
which  he  would  operate;  to  probe  to  the  bottom  the 
diseases  of  the  body  politic,  if  he  would  apply  effica- 
cious remedies.  We  have  not,  thank  God,  suffered 
in  any  great  degree  for  food.  But  distress,  resulting 
from  the  absence  of  a supply  of  the  mere  physical 
wants  of  our  nature,  is  not  the  only,  nor,  perhaps,  the 
keenest  distress,  to  which  we  may  be  exposed.  .Moral 
and  pecuniary  suffering  is,  if  possible,  more  poignant. 
It  plunges  its  victim  into  hopeless  despair.  It  poisons, 
it  paralyzes,  the  spring  and  source  of  all  useful  exer- 
tion. Its  unsparing  action  is  collateral  as  well  as 
direct.  It  falls  with  inexorable  force  at  the  same 
time  upon  the  wretched  family  of  embarrassment  and 
insolvency,  and  upon  its  head.  They  are  a faithful 
mirror,  reflecting  back  upon  him,  at  once,  his  own 
frightful  image,  and  that,  no  less  appalling,  of  the  dear- 
est objects  of  his  affection.  What  is  the  cause  of  this 
wide-spreading  distress,  of  this  deep  depression, 
which  we  behold  stamped  on  the  public  countenance? 
We  are  the  same  people.  We  have  the  same  coun- 
try. We  cannot  arraign  the  bounty  of  Providence. 
The  showers  still  fall  in  the  same  grateful  abundance. 
The  sun  still  casts  his  genial  and  vivifying  influence 
upon  the  land;  and  the  land,  fertile  and  diversified 
in  its  soils  as  ever,  yields  to  the  industrious  cultivator. 
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in  boundless  profusion,  its  accustomed  fruits,  its 
richest  treasures.  Our  vigor  is  unicnparied.  Our  in- 
dustry has  not  relaxed.  If  ever  the  accusation  of 
wasteful  extravagance  could  be  made  against  our  peo- 
ple, it  cannot  now  be  justly  preferred.  They,  on  the 
contrary,  for  the  lew  last  years,  at  least,  have  been 
practising  the  most  rigid  economy.  The  causes,  then, 
of  our  present  aliliction,  whatever  they  may  be,  are 
human  causes,  and  human  causes  not  chargeable  upon 
the  people,  in  their  private  and  individual  relations. 

What,  again  I would  ask,  is  the  cause  of  the  unhap- 
py condition  of  our  country,  which  I have  faintly  de- 
picted? It  is  to  be  found  in  the  fact  that,  during  al- 
most the  whole  existence  of  this  government,  we  have 
shaped  our  industry,  our  navigation  and  our  com- 
merce, in  reference  to  an  extraordinary  war  in  Eu- 
rope, and  to  foreign  markets,  which  no  longer  exist; 
in  the  fact  that  we  have  depended  too  much  upon 
foreign  sources  of  supply,  and  excited  too  little  the 
native;  in  the  fact  that,  whilst  <we^have  cultivated, 
with  assiduous  care,  our  foreign  resources,  we  have 
suffered  those  at  home  to  wither,  in  a state  of  neglect 
and  abandonment.  The  consequence  of  the  termina- 
tion of  the  war  of  Europe,  has  been  the  resumption 
of  European  commerce,  European  navigation,  and 
the  extension  of  European  agriculture  and  European 
industry,  in  all  its  branches.  Europe,  therefore,  has 
no  longer  occasion,  to  any  thing  like  the  same  extent, 
as  that  she  had  during  her  wars,  for  American  com- 
merce, American  navigation,  the  produce  of  Ameri- 
can industry.  Europe,  in  commotion  and  convulsed 
throughout  all  her  members,  is  to  America  no  longer 
the  same  Europe  as  she  is  now,  tranquil,  and  watching 
with  the  most  vigilant  attention  all  her  own  peculiar 
interests,  without  regard  to  the  operation  of  her  po- 
licy upon  us.  The  effect  of  this  altered  state  of  Eu- 
rope upon  us,  has  been  to  circumscribe  the  employ- 
ment of  our  marine,  and  greatly  to  reduce  the  value 
of  the  produce  of  our  territorial  labor.  The  further 
effect  of  this  twofold  reduction  has  been  to  decrease 
the  value  of  all  property,  whether  on  the  land  or  on 
lhe  ocean,  and  which  I suppose  to  be  about  fifty  per 
cent.  And  the  still  further  effect  has  been  to  di- 
minish the  amount  of  our  circulating  medium,  in  a 
proportion  not  less,  by  its  transmission  abroad,  or  its 
withdrawal  by  the  banking  institutions,  from  a neces- 
sity which  they  could  not  control.  The  quantity  of 
money,  in  whatever  form  it  may  be,  which  a nation 
wants  is  in  proportion  to  the  total  mass  of  its  wealth, 
and  to  the  activity  of  that  wealth.  A nation  that  has 
but  little  wealth,  has  but  a limited  want  of  money. 
In  stating  the  fact,  therefore,  that  the  total  wealth  of 
of  the  country  has  diminished,  within  a few  years,  in 
a ratio  of  about  fifty  per  cent,  we  shall,  at  once, 
fully  comprehend  the  inevitable  reduction,  which 
must  have  ensued,  in  the  total  quantity  of  the  circu- 
lating medium  of  the  country.  A nation  is  most  pros- 
perous when  there  is  a gradual  and  untempting  addi- 
tion to  the  aggregate  of  its  circulating  medium.  It  is 
in  a condition  the  most  adverse,  when  there  is  a ra- 
pid diminution  in  the  quantity  of  the  circulating  me- 
dium, and  a consequent  depression  in  the  value  of 
property.  In  the  former  case,  the  wealth  of  indivi- 
duals insensibly  increases,  and  income  keeps  ahead 
of  expenditure.  But,  in  the  latter  instance,  debts 
have  been  contracted,  engagements  made,  and  ha- 
bits of  expense  established,  in  reference  to  the  ex- 
isting state  of  wealth  and  of  its  representative.  When 
these  come  to  be  greatly  reduced,  individuals  find 
their  debts  still  existing,  thei.-  engagements  unexe- 
cuted, and  their  habits  inveterate.  They  see  them- 
selves in  the  possession  of  the  same  property,  on 
which,  in  good  faith,  they  had  bound  themselves. — 
But  that  property,  without  their  fault,  possesses  no 
longer  the  same  value;  and  hence  discontent,  im- 
poverishment, and  ruin  arise.  Let  us  suppose,  Mr. 
Chairman,  that  Europe  was  again  the  theatre  of  such 


a general  war  as  recently  raged  throughout  all  her 
dominions — such  a state  of  the  war  as  existed  in  her 
greatest  exertions  and  in  our  greatest  prosperity:  in- 
stantly there  would  arise  a greedy  demand  for  the 
surplus  produce  of  our  industry,  for  our  commerce, 
for  our  navigation.  The  languor  which  now  prevails 
in  our  cities,  and  in  our  sea-ports,  would  give  way  to 
an  animated  activity.  Our  roads  and  rivers  would 
be  crowed  with  the  produce  of  the  interior.  Every 
where  we  should  witness  excited  industry.  The  pre- 
cious metals  would  re-flow  from  abroad  upon  us. — 
Banks,  which  have  maintained  their  credit,  would 
revive  their  business;  and  new  banks  would  be  es- 
tablished, to  take  the  place  of  those  which  have  sunk 
beneath  the  general  pressure.  For  it  is  a mistake  to 
suppose  that  they  have  produced  our  present  adversi- 
ty; they  may  have  somewhat  aggravated  it,  but  they 
were  the  efFect  and  the  evidence  of  our  prosperity. 
Prices  would  again  get  up;  the  former  value  of  pro- 
perty would  be  restored.  And  those  embarrassed  per- 
sons who  have  not  been  already  overvyhelmed  by  the 
times,  would  suddenly  find,  in  the  augmented  value  of 
their  property,  and  the  renewal  of  their  business,  am- 
ple means  to  extricate  themselves  from  all  their  diffi- 
culties. The  greatest  want  of  civilized  society  is  a 
market  for  the  sale  and  exchange  of  the  surplus  of  the 
produce  of  the  labor  of  its  members.  This  market 
may  exist  at  home  or  abroad,  or  both;  but  it  must  ex- 
ist somewhere,  if  society  prospers;  and  wherever  it 
does  exist,  it  should  be  competent  to  the  absorption  of 
the  entire  surplus  of  production.  It  is  most  desirable 
that  there  should  be  both  a home  and  a foreign  mar- 
ket. But,  with  respect  to  their  relative  superiority,  I 
cannot  entertain  a doubt.  The  home  market  is  first 
in  order,  and  paramount  in  importance.  The  object 
of  the  bill,  under  consideration,  is  to  create  this 
home  market,  and  to  lay  the  foundations  of  a genuine 
American  policy.  It  is  opposed;  and  it  is  incumbent 
upon  the  partisans  of  the  foreign  policy,  (terms  which 
I shall  use  without  any  invidious  intent),  to  demon- 
strate that  the  foreign  market  is  an  adequate  vent  for 
the  surplus  produce  of  our  labor.  But  is  it  so?  1. 
Foreign  nations  cannot,  if  they>would,  take  our  sur- 
plus produce.  If  the  source  of  supply,  no  matter  of 
what,  increases  in  a greater  ratio  than  the  demand  for 
that  supply,  a glut  of  the  market  is  inevitable,  even  if 
we  suppose  both  to  remain  perfectly  unobstructed. 
The  duplication  of  our  population  takes  place  in  terms 
of  about  twenty-five  years.  The  term  will  be  more 
and  more  extended  as  our  numbers  multiply.  But  it 
will  be  a sufficient  approximation  to  assume  this  ratio 
for  the  present.  We  increase,  therefore,  in  popula- 
tion, at  the  rate  of  about  four  per  cent,  per  annum. 
Supposing  the  increase  of  our  production  to  be  in  the 
same  ratio,  we  should,  every  succeeding  year,  have 
of  surplus  produce,  four  per  cent,  more  than  that  of 
the  preceding  year,  without  taking  into  the  account 
the  differences  of  seasons  which  neutralize  each  other. 
If,  therefore,  we  are  to  rely  upon  the  foreign  market 
exclusively,  foreign  consumption  ought  to  be  shown 
to  be  increasing  in  the  same  ratio  of  four  per  cent 
per  annum,  if  it  be  an  adequate  vent  for  our  surplus 
produce.  But,  as  1 have  supposed  the  measure  of  our 
increasing  production  to  be  furnished  by  that  of  our 
increasing  population,  so  the  measure  of  their  power 
of  consumption  must  be  determined  by  that  of  the 
increase  of  their  population.  Now,  the  total  foreign 
population,  who  consume  or  surplus  produce,  upon  an 
average,  do  not  double  their  aggregate  number  in  u 
shorter  term  than  that  of  about  100  years.  Our  pow- 
ers of  production  increase  then  in  a ratio  four  times 
greater  than  their  powers  of  ^consumption.  And 
hence  their  utter  inability  to  receive  from  us  our  sur- 
plus produce. 

But,  2dJy,  If  they  could,  they  will  not.  The  policy 
of  all  Europe  is  adverse  to  the  reception  of  our  agri- 
cultural produce,  so  fax  as  it  comes  into  collision  with 
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its  own;  and  under  that  limitation  we  are  absolute!)’ 
forbid  to  enter  their  ports,  except  under  circum- 
stances which  deprive  them  of  all  value  as  a steady 
market.  The  policy  of  all  Europe  rejects  those 
great  staples  of  our  country,  which  consist  of  ob- 
jects of  human  subsistence.  The  policy  of  all  Eu- 
rope refuses  to  receive  from  us  any  thing  but  those 
raw  materials  of  smaller  value,  essential  to  their 
manufactures,  to  which  they  can  give  a higher  va- 
lue, [with  the  exception  of  tobacco  and  rice,  which 
they  cannot  produce.  Even  Great  Britain,  to  which 
we  are  its  best  customer,  and  from  which  we  re- 
ceive nearly  one  half  in  value  of  our  whole  im- 
ports, will  not  take  from  us  articles  of  subsistence 
produced  in  our  country  cheaper  than  can  be  pro- 
duced in  Great  Britain.  In  adopting  this  exclusive 
policy,  the  states  of  Europe  do  not  inquire  what  is 
best  for  us,  but  what  suits  themselves  respectively; 
they  do  not  take  jurisdiction  of  the  question  of  our  in- 
terests, but  limit  the  object  of  their  legislation  to  that 
of  the  conversation  of  their  own  peculiar  interests, 
leaving  us  free  to  prosecute  ours  as  we  please.  They 
do  not  guide  themselves  by  that  romantic  philanthro- 
py, which  we  see  displayed  here,  and  which  invokes 
us  to  continue  to  purchase  the  produce  of  foreign  in- 
dustry, without  regard  to  the  state  or  prosperity  of 
our  own,  that  foreigners  may  be  pleased  to  purchase 
the  few  remaining  articles  of  ours,  which  their  re- 
stricted policy  has  not  yet  absolutely  excluded  from 
their  consumption.  What  sort  of  a figure  would  a 
member  of  the  British  parliament  have  made;  what 
sort  of  a reception  would  his  opposition  have  obtain- 
ed, if  he  had  remonstrated  against  the  passage  of  the 
corn  law,  by  which  British  consumption  is  limited  to 
the  bread-stuffs  of  British  production,  to  the  entire 
exclusion  of  American,  and  stated  that  America  could 
not  and  would  not  buy  British  manufactures,  if  Bri- 
tain did  not  buy  American  flour? 

Both  the  inability  and  the  policy  of  foreign  powers, 
then,  forbid  us  to  rely  upon  the  foreign  market  as 
being  an  adequate  vent  for  the  surplus  produce  of 
American  labor.  Now  let  us  see  if  this  general  rea- 
soning is  not  fortified  and  confirmed  by  the  actual  ex- 
perience of  this  country.  If  the  foreign  market  may 
be  safely  relied  upon,  as  furnishing  an  adequate  de- 
mand for  our  surplus  produce,  then  the  official  docu- 
ments will  show  a progressive  increase,  from  year  to 
year,  in  the  exports  of  our  native  produce,  in  a pro- 
portion equal  to  that  which  I have  suggested.  If,  on 
the  contrary,  we  shall  find  from  them  that,  for  a long 
term  of  past  years,  some  of  our  most  valuable  staples 
have  retrograded,  some  remained  stationary,  and 
others  advanced  but  little,  if  any,  in  amount,  with 
the  exception  of  cotton,  the  deductions  of  reason  and 
the  lessons  of  experience  will  alike  command  us  to 
withdraw  our  confidence  in  the  competency  of  the 
foreign  market.  The  total  amount  of  all  our  experts 
of  domestic  produce  for  the  year,  beginning  in 
1795,  and  ending  on  the  30th  September,  1796,  was 
$40,764,097.  Estimating  the  increase  according  to 
the  ratio  of  the  increase  of  our  population,  that  is,' at 
four  per  cent,  per  annum,  the  amount  of  the  exports 
of  the  same  produce,  in  the  year  ending  on  the  30th 
September  last,  ought  to  have  been  $85,420,861.  It 
was  in  fact  only  $47,155,408.  Taking  the  average  of 
five  years,  from  1803  to  1807,  inclusive,  the  amount 
of  native  produce  exported  was  $43,202,751  for  each 
of  those  years.  Estimating  what  it  ought  to  have 
been,  during  the  last  year,  applying  the  principle 
suggested  to  that  amount,  there  should  have  been  ex- 
ported $77,766,751  instead  of  47,155,408.  If  these 
comparative  amounts  of  the  aggregate  actual  exports 
and  what  they  ought  to  have  been,  be  discouraging, 
we  shall  fmd,  on  descending' into  particulars,  still  less 
cause  of  satisfaction.  The  export  of  tobacco  in  1791 
was  1 12,428  hogsheads.  That  was  the  year  of  the 
.largest  exportation  of  that  article;  but  it  is  the  only 


instance  in  •which  I have  selected  the  maximum  of 
exportation.  The  amount  of  what  we  ought  to  have 
exported  last  year,  estimated  according  to  the  scale 
of  increase  which  I have  used,  is  266,332  hogsheads. 
The  actual  export  was  99,009  hogsheads.  We  export- 
ed in  1803  the  quantity  of  1,311,853  barrels  of  flour; 
and  ought  to  have  exported  last  year  2,361,333 
barrels.  We,  in  fact,  exported  only  756,70 2 bar- 
rels. Of  that  quantity  we  sent  to  South  Ame- 
rica 150,000  barrels,  according  to  a statement  fur- 
nished me  by  the  diligence  of  a friend ' near  me, 
(Mr.  Poinsett),  to  whose  valuable  mass  of  accurate 
information,  in  regard  to  that  interesting  quar- 
ter of  the  world,  I have  had  occasion  frequently 
to  apply.  But  that  demand  is  temporary,  growing 
out  of  the  existing  state  of  war.  Whenever  peace  is 
restored  to  it,  and  I now  hope  that  the  day  is  not  dis- 
tant when  its  independence  will  be  generally  ac- 
knowledged, there  cannot  be  a doubt  that  it  will  sup- 
ply its  own  consumption.  In  all  parts  of  it  the  soil, 
either  from  climate  or  from  elevation,  is  well  adapt- 
ed to  the  culture  of  wheat;  and  no  where  can  better 
wheat  be  produced  than  in  some  portions  of  Mexico 
and  Chili.  Still  the  market  of  South  America  is  one 
which,  on  other  accounts,  deserves  the  greatest  con- 
sideration. And  I congratulate  you,  the  committee, 
and  the  country,  on  the  recent  adoption  of  a more 
auspicious  policy  towards  it. 

We  exported  in  1803,  Indian  corn  to  the  amount  of" 
2,074,608  bushels.  The  quantity  should  have  been, 
in  1823,  3,734,288  bushels.  The  actual  quantity  ex- 
ported was  749,034  bushels,  or  about  one-fifth  of  what 
it  should  have  been,  and  a little  more  than  one-third 
of  what  it  was  more  than  twenty  years  ago.  We 
ought  not  then  to  be  surprised  at  "the  extreme  de- 
pression of  the  price  of  that  article,  of  which 
I have  heard  my  honorable  friend,  (Mr.  Bassett)  com- 
plain, nor  of  the  distress  of  the  corn-growing  districts 
adjacent  to  the  Chesapeake  Bay.  We  exported  77,934 
barrels  of  beef  in  1S03,  and  last  year  but  61,418,  in- 
stead of  140,274  barrels.  In  the  same  year,  (1803), 
we  exported  96,602  barrels  of  pork,  and  last  year 
55,529,  instead  of  173,882  barrels.  Rice  has  not  ad- 
vanced, by  any  means,  in  the  proportion  which  it  ought 
to  have  done.  All  the  small  articles,  such  as  cheese, 
butter,  candles,  &c.  too  minute  to  detail,  but  im- 
portant in  their  aggregate,  have  also  materially  di- 
minished. Cotton  alone  has  advanced.  But,"  whilst 
the  quantity  of  it  is  augmented,  its  actual  value  is 
considerably  diminished.  The  total  quantity  last 
year  exceeded  that  of  the  preceeding  year  by  near 
thirty  millions  of  pounds.  And  yet  the  total  value 
of  the  year  of  smaller  exportation,  exceeded  that  of 
the  last  year  by  upwards  of  three  and  a half  millions 
of  dollars.  If  this  article,  the  capacity  of  our  country 
to  produce  which  was  scarcely  known  in  1790,  were 
subtracted  from  the  mass  of  our  exports,  the  value 
of  the  residue  would  only  be  a little  upwards  of 
$27,000,000,  during  the  last  year.  The  distribution 
of  the  articles  of  our  exports  throughout  the  United 
States,  cannot  fail  to  fix  the  attention  of  the  com- 
mittee. Of  the  $47,155,408,  to  which  they  amounted 
last  year,  three  articles  alone,  (cotton,  rice  and  to- 
bacco), composed  together  $28,549,177.  Now  these 
articles  are  chiefly  produced  to  the  south.  And  if 
we  estimate  that  portion  of  our  population  who  are 
actually  engaged  in  their  culture,  it  would  probably 
not  exceed  two  millions.  Thus,  then,  less  than  one- 
fifth  of  the  whole  population  of  the  United  States 
produced  upwards  of  one  half,  nearly  two-thirds,  of 
the  entire  value  of  the  exports  of  the  last  year. 

Is  this  foreign  market,  so  incompetent  at  present, 
and  which,  limited  as  its  demands  are,  operates  so 
unequally  upon  the  productive  labor  of  our  country, 
likely  to  improve  in  future?  If  I am  correct  in  the 
views  which  I have  presented  to  the  committee,  it 
must  become  worse  and  wors6.  What  can  improve 


NILES'  REGISTER— AUGUST  7,  1824— MR.  CLAY'S  SPEECH.  381 


it?  Europe  will  not  abandon  her  own  agriculture  to 
foster  ours.  We  may  even  anticipate  that  she  will 
more  and  more  enter  into  competition  with  us  in  the 
supply  of  the  West  India  market.  That  of  South 
America,  for  articles  of  subsistence,  will  probably 
soon  vanish.  The  value  of  our  exports,  for  the 
future,  may  remain  at  about  what  it  was  last  year. 
But,  if  wc  *do  not  create  some  new  market;  if  we  per- 
severe in  the  existing  pursuits  of  agriculture,  the  in- 
evitable consequence  must  be,  to  augment  greatly  the 
quantity  of  our  produce,  and  to  lessen  its  value  in  the 
foreign  market.  Can  there  be  adoubtonthis  point? 
Take  the  article  of  cotton,  for  example,  which  is 
almost  the  only  article  that  now  remunerates  labor 
and  capital.  A certain  description  of  labor  is  power- 
fully attracted  towards  the  cotton  growing  country. 
The  cultivation  will  be  greatly  extended,  the  aggre- 
gate amount,  annually  produced,  will  be  vastly  aug- 
mented. The  price  will  fall.  The  more  unfavora- 
ble soils  will  then  be  gradually  abandoned.  And  I 
have  no  dobbt  that,  in  a few  years,  it  will  cease  to  be 
profitably  produced,  anywhere  north  of  the  34th  de- 
gree of  latitude.  But,  in  the  mean  time,  large  num- 
bers of  the  cotton-growers  will  suffer  the  greatest  dis- 
tress. And  whilst  this  distress  is  brought  upon  our 
own  country,  foreign  industry  will  be  stimulated  by 
the  very  cause  which  occasions  our  distress.  For, 
by  surcharging  the  markets  abroad,  the  price  of  the 
raw  material  being  reduced,  the  manufacturer  will 
be  able  to  supply  cotton  fabrics  cheaper;  and  the 
consumption,  in  his  own  country,  and  in  foreign  na- 
tions, other  than  ours,  (where  the  value  of  the  im- 
port must  be  limited  to  the  value  of  the  export, 
which  I have  supposed  to  remain  the  same),  being 
proportionally  extended,  there  will  be,  consequently, 
an  increased  demand  for  the  produce  of  his  industry. 

Our  agricultural  is  our  greatest  interest.  It  ought 
ever  to  be  predominant.  All  others  should  bend  to 
it.  And,  in  considering  what  is  for  its  advantage,  we 
should  contemplate  it  in  all  its  varieties,  of  planting, 
farming  and  grazing.  Can  wre  do  nothing  to  invigo- 
rate it;°nothing  to  correct  the  errors  of  the  past,  and 
to  brighten  the  still  more  unpromising  prospects 
which  lie  before  us?  We  have  seen,  I think,  the 
causes  of  the  distresses  of  the  country.  We  have 
seen,  that  an  exclusive  dependence  upon  the  foreign 
market  must  lead  to  still  severer  distress,  to  impo- 
verishment, to  ruin.  We  must  then  change  some- 
what our  course.  We  must  give  a new  direction  to 
some  portion  of  our  industry.  We  must  speedily 
adopt  a genuine  American  policy.  Still  cherishing 
the  foreign  market,  let  us  create  also  a home  mar- 
ket, to  give  further  scope  to  the  consumption  of  the 
produce  of  American  industry.  Let  us  counteract 
the  policy  of  foreigners,  and  withdraw  the  support 
which  we  now  give  to  their  industry,  and  stimulate 
that  of  our  own  country.  It  should  be  a prominent 
object  with  wise  legislators,  to  multiply  the  vocations 
and  extend  the  business  of  society,  as  far  as  it  can  be 
done,  by  the  protection  of  our  interests  at  home, 
against  the  injurious  effects  of  foreign  legislation. 
Suppose  we  were  a nation  of  fishermen,  or  of  skippers, 
to  the  exclusion  of  every  other  occupation,  and  the 
legislature  had  the  power  to  introduce  the  pursuits 
of  agriculture  and  manufactures,  would  not  our  hap- 
piness be  promoted  by  an  exertion  of  its  authority? 
All  the  existing  employments  of  society — the  learned 
professions — commerce — agriculture,  arc  now  over- 
flowing. We  stand  in  each  other’s  way.  lienee  the 
want  of  employment.  Hence  the  eager  pursuit  after 
public  stations,  which  I hare  before  glanced  at.  I 
have  been  again  and  again  shocked,  during  this  ses- 
sion, ty  instances  of  solicitation  for  places,  before 
the  vacancies  existed.  The  pulse  of  incumbents,  who 
happened  to  be  taken  ill,  is  not  marked  with  more 
nnxiev  by  the  attending  physicians,  than  by  those 
who  desire  to  succeed  them,. though  with  very  oppo- 


site feelings.  Our  old  friend,  the  faithful  sentinel, 
who  has  stood  so  long  at.  our  door,  and  the  gallantry  of 
whose  patriotism  deserves  to  be  noticed,  because  it 
was  displayed  when  that  virtue  was  most  rare  and 
most  w.anted,  on  a memorable  occasion  in  this  unfor 
tunale  city,  became  indisposed  some  weeks  ago.  The 
first  intelligence  which  I had  of  his  dangerous  illness, 
was  by  an  application  for  bis  unvacated  place.  I 
hastened  -to  assure  myself  of  the  extent  of  his  danger, 
and  was  happy  to  find  that  the  eagerness  of  succession 
outstripped  tic:  progress  of  disease.  By  creating  a 
new  and  extensive  business,  then,  we  should  not  only 
give  employment  to  those  who  want  it,  and  augment 
the  sum  of  national  wealth,  by  all  that  this  new  busi- 
ness would  create,  but  we  should  meliorate  the  condi- 
tion of  those  who  are  now  engaged  in  existing  employ- 
ments. In  Europe,  particularly  in  Great  Britain, 
their  large  standing  armies,  large  navies,  large  even 
on  their  peace  arrangement,  their  established  church, 
afford  to  their  population  employments,  which,  in 
that  respect,  the  happier  constitution  of  our  govern- 
ment does  not  tolerate  but  in  a very  limited  degree. 
The  peace  establishments  of  our  army  and  our  navy, 
are  extremely  small,  and  I hope  ever  will  be.  We 
have  no  established  church,  and  I trust  never  shall 
have.  In  proportion  as  the  enterprise  of  our  citi- 
zens, in  public  employments,  is  circumscribed, 
should  we  excite  and  invigorate  it  in  private  pur- 
suits. 

The  creation  of  a home  market  is  not  only  neces- 
sary to  procure  for  our  agriculture  a just  reward  of 
its  labors,  but  it  is  indispensable  to  obtain  a sup- 
ply of  our  necessary  wants.  If  we  cannot  sell,  we 
cannot  buy.  That  portion  of  our  population,  (and  we 
have  seen  that  it  is  not  less  than  four-fifths),  which 
makes  comparatively  nothing  that  foreigners  will 
buy,  has  nothing  to  make  purchases  with  from  fo- 
reigners. It  is  in  vain  that  we  are  told  of  the  amount 
of  our  exports  supplied  by  the  planting  interest. 
They  may  enable  the  planting  interest  to  supply  all 
its  wants:  but  they  bring  no  ability  to  the  interests 
not  planting;  unless,  which  cannot  be  pretended,  the 
planting  interest  was  an  adequate  vent  for  the  sur- 
plus produce  of  the  labor  of  all  other  interests.  It 
is  in  vain  to  tantalize  us  with  the  greater  cheapness 
of  foreign  fabrics.  There  must  bean  ability  to  pur- 
chase, if  an  article  be  obtained,  whatever  maybe  the 
price,  high  or  low,  at  which  it  was  sold.  And  a cheap 
article  is  as  much  beyond  the  grasp  of  him  who  has 
no  means  to  buy,  as  a high  one.  Even  if  it  were  true 
that  the  American  manufacturer  would  supply  con- 
sumption at  dearer  rates,  it  is  better  to  have  his  fa- 
brics than  the  unattainable  foreign  fabrics;  because 
it  is  better  to  bedll  supplied  than  not  supplied  at  all. 
A coarse  coat,  which  will  communicate  warmth  and 
cover  nakedness,  is  better  than  no  coat.  The  [supe- 
riority of  the  home  market  r<  sui  . ’ :t,  from  its  stea- 
diness and  comparative  certreu'y  at  . 11  times;  2d, 
from  the  creation  of  reciprocal  interests;  3d,  from 
its  greater  security;  and,  lastly,  from  ultimate  and 
not  distant  augmentation  of  consumption,  (and  con- 
sequently of  comfort),  from  increased  quantity  and 
reduced  prices.  But  this  home  market,  highly  de- 
sirable as  it  is,. can  only  be  created  and  cherished 
by  the  frotection  of  our  own  legislation  against 
the  inevitable  prostration  of  our  industry,  which 
must  ensue  from  the  action  cf  foreign  policy  and 
legislation.  The  effect  and  the  value  of  this  do- 
mestic care  of  our  own  interests  will  be  obvious 
from  a few  facts  and  considerations.  Let  us  sup- 
pose that  half  a million  of  persons  are  now  em- 
ployed abroad  in  fabricating,  lor  our  consumption, 
those  articles,  of  which,  by  the  operation  of  this  bill,  t 
supply  is  intended  to  be  provided  within  ourselves. 
Thathalf  a million  of  persons  are,  in  ctfcet,  subsisted 
by  us;  but  their  actual  means  of  subsistence,  are 
drawn  from  foreign  a;:ru  odurc.  If  w-  ; !v-ins- 
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port  them  to  this  country,  and  incorporate  them  in 
the  mass  of  our  own  population,  there  would  instant- 
ly arise  a demand  for  an  amount  of  provisions  equal 
to  that  which  would  be  requisite  for  their  subistence 
throughout  the  whole  year.  That  demand,  in  the  ar- 
ticle of  flour  alone,  would  not  be  less  than  the  quanti- 
ty of  about  900,000  barrels,  besides  a proportionate 
quantity  of  beef,  and  pork,  and  other  articles  of  sub- 
sistence. But  nine  hundred  thousand  barrels  of  flour 
exceeded  the  entire  quantity  exported  last  year,  by 
nearly  one  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  barrels.  What 
activity  would  not  this  give,  what  cheerfulness  would 
it  not  communicate,  to  our  now  dispirited  farming 
interest!  But  if,  instead  of  these  -500,000  artizans 
emigrating  from  abroad,  we  give  by  this  bill  employ- 
ment to  an  equal  number  of  our  own  citizens,  now  en- 
gaged in  unprofitable  agriculture,  or  idle,  from  the 
want  of  business,  the  beneficial  effect  upon  the  pro- 
ductions of  our  farming  labor  would  be  nearly  dou- 
bled. The  quantity  would  be  diminished  by  a subtrac- 
tion of  the  produce  from  the  labor  of  all  those  who 
should  be  diverted  from  its  pursuits  to  manufactur- 
ing industry,  and  the  value  of  the  residue  would  be 
enhanced,  both  by  that  diminution  and  the  creation 
of  the  home  market  to  the  extent  supposed.  And  the 
honorable  gentleman  from  Virginia  may  repress  any 
apprehensions  which  he  entertains,  that  the  plough 
will  be  abandoned,  and  our  fields  remain  unsown. 
For,  under  all  the  modifications  of  social  industry,  if 
you  will  secure  to  it  a just  reward,  the  greater  attrac- 
tions of  agriculture  will  give  to  it  that  proud  superi- 
ority which  it  has  always  maintained.  If  we  suppose 
no  actual  abandonment  of  farming,  but,  whatis  most 
likely,  a gradual  and  imperceptible  employment  of 
population  in  the  business  of  manufacturing,  instead 
of  being  compelled  to  resort  to  agriculture,  the  salu- 
tary effect  would  be  nearly  the  same.  Is  any  part  of 
our  common  country  likely  to  be  injured  by  a trans- 
fer of  the  theatre  of  fabrication,  for  our  own  con- 
sumption, from  Europe  to  America?  All  that  those 
parts,  if  any  there  be,  which  will  not  nor  cannot  en- 
gage in  manufactures,  should  require,  is,  that  their 
consumption  should  be  well  supplied;  and  if  the  ob- 
jects of  that  consumption  are  produced  in  other  parts 
of  the  union,  that  can  manufacture,  far  from  having 
on  that  acccount  any  just  cause  of  complaint,  their 
patriotism  will  and  ought  to  inculcate  a cheerful 
acquiescence  in  what  essentially  contributes,  and  is  in- 
dispensably necessary  to  the  prosperity  of  the  common 
family. 

The  great  desideratum  in  political  economy,  is  the 
same  as  in  private  pursuits;  that  is,  what  is  the  best 
application  of  the  aggregate  industry  of  a nation,  that 
can  be  made  honestly  to  produce  the  largest  sum  of 
national  wealth?  Labor  is  the  source  of  all  wealth; 
but  it  is  not  natural  labor  only.  And  the  fundamen- 
tal error  of  the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  and  of  the 
school  to  which  he  belongs,  in  deducing,  from  our 
sparse  population,  our  unfitness  for  the  introduction 
of  the  arts,  consists  in  their  not  sufficiently  weighing 
the  importance  of  the  power  of  machinery.  In  form- 
er times,  when  but  little  comparative  use  was  made 
of  machinery,  manual  labor,  and  the  price  of  wages, 
were  circumstances  of  the  greatest  consideration. 
But  it  is  far  otherwise  in  these  latter  times.  Such  are 
the  improvements  and  the  perfection  in  machinery, 
that,  in  analyzing  thecompound  value  of  many  fabrics, 
the  element  of  natural  labor  is  so  inconsiderable  as 
almost  to  escape  detection.  This  truth  is  demon- 
strated by  many  facts.  Formerly,  Asia,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  density  of  her  population,  and  the  con- 
sequent lowness  of  wages,  laid  Europe  under  tribute 
for  many  of  her  fabrics.  Now  Europe  re-acts  upon 
Asia,  and  Great  Britain,  in  particular,  throws  back 
upon  her  countless  millions  of  people,  the  rich  trea- 
sures produced  by  artificial dabor,  to  a vast  amount, 


infinitely  cheaper  than  they  can  be  manufactured  by 
the  natural  exertions  of  that  portion  of  the  globe. 
But  Britain  is  herself  the  most  striking  illustration 
of  the  immense  power  of  machinery.  Upon  what 
other  principle  can  you  account  for  the  enormous 
wealth  which  she  has  accumulated,  and  which  she 
annually  produces?  A statistical  writer  of  that  coun- 
try, several  years  ago,  estimated  the  total  amount  of 
the  artificial  or  machine  labor  of  the  nation,  to  be 
equal  to  that  of  one  hundred  millions  of  able-bodied 
laborers.  Subsequent  estimates  of  her  artificial  la- 
bor, at  the  present  day,  carry  it  to  the  enormous  x 
height  of  two  hundred  millions.  But  the  population 
of  the  three  kingdoms  is  21,500,000.  Supposing 
that,  to  furnish  able-bodied  labor  to  the  amount  of 
four  millions,  the  natural  labor  will  be  but  two  per 
cent,  of  the  artificial  labor.  In  the  production  of 
wealth  she  operates,  therefore,  by  a power,  (includ- 
ing the  whole  population),  of  221,500,000;  or,  in 
other  words,  by  a power  eleven  times  greater  than 
the  total  of  her  natural  power.  If  we  suppose  the 
machine-labor  of  the  United  States  to  be  equal  to  that 
of  10,000,000  of  able-bodied  men,  the  United  States 
will  operate,  in  the  creation  of  wealth,  by  a power, 
(including  all  their  population),  of  20,000,000.  In  the 
creation  of  wealth,  therefore,  the  power  of  Great  Bri- 
tain, compared  to  that  of  the  U.  States,  is  as  eleven 
to  one.  That  these  views  are  not  imaginary,  will  he, 

I think,  evinced,  by  contrasting  the  wealth,  the  reve- 
nue, the  power  of  the  two  countries.  Upon  what 
other  hypothesis  can  we  explain  those  almost  incre- 
dible exertions  which  Britain  made  during  the  late 
wars  of  Europe?  Look  at  her  immense  subsidies! 
Behold  her  standing,  unaided  and  alone,  and  breasting 
the  storm  of  Napoleon’s  colossal  power,  when  all 
continental  Europe,  owned  and  yielded  to  its  irresis- 
tible sway;  and  finally,  contemplate  her  vigorous  pro- 
secution of  the  war,  with  and  without  allies,  to  its 
splendid  termination,  on  the  ever-memorable  field  of 
Waterloo!  The  British  works  which  the  gentleman 
from  Virginia  has  quoted,  portray  a state  of  the  most 
wonderful  prosperity,  in  regard  to  wealth  and  re- 
sources, that  ever  was  before  contemplated.  Let  us 
look  a little  into  the  semi-official  pamphlet,  written 
with  great  force,  clearness  and  ability,  and  the  va- 
luable work  of  Lowe,  to  both  of  which  that  gentleman 
has  referred.  The  revenue  of  the  united  kingdom 
amounted,  during  the  latter  years  of  the  war,  to  se- 
venty millions  cl'  pounds  sterling,;  and  one  year  h 
rose  to  the  astonishing  height  of  ninety  millions  ster- 
ling, equal  to  four  hundred  millions  of  dollars.  This 
was  actual  revenue,  made  up  of  real  contributions, 
from  the  purses  of  the  people.  After  the  close  of 
the  war,  ministers  slowly  and  reluctantly  reduced  the 
military  and  naval  establishments,  and  accommodat- 
ed them  to  a stale  of  peace.  The  pride  of  power, 
every  where  the  same,  always  unwillingly  surrenders 
any  of  those  circumstances,  which  display  its  pomp 
and  exhibitits  greatness.  Cotemporaneous  with  this 
reduction,  Britain  was  enabled  to  lighten  some  of  the 
heaviest  burthens  of  taxation,  and  particularly  that 
most  onerous  of  all,  the  income  lax.  In  this  lowered 
state,  the  revenue  of  peace,  gradually  rising  from  the 
momentary  depression  incident  to  a transition  from 
war,  attained,  in  1322,  the  vast  amount  of  fifty-five 
millions  sterling,  upwards  of  two  hundred  and  forty 
miilions  of  -dollars  and  more  than  eleven  times  that 
of  the  United  States  for  the  same  year;  thus  indicat- 
ing the  difference,  which  I have  suggested,  in  the  re- 
spective productive  powers  of  the  two  countries. 
The  excise  alone,  (collected  under  twenty-five  dif^- 
ferent  heads),  amounted  to  twenty-eight  millions,, 
more  than  one  half  of  the  total  revenue  of  the  king- 
dom. This  great  revenue  allows  Grc.at  Britain  to 
constitute  an  efficient  sinking  fund  of  five  millions 
sterling,  being  an  excess  of  actual  income  beyond  ex.- 
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penditure,  and  amounting  to  more  than  the  entire  re-  | 
venue  of  the  United  Slates.  { Russia  in  Europe, 

If  wc  look  at  the  commerce  of  England,  we  shall  France,  including  Corsica 
perceive  that  it,  prosperous  condition  no  lessdenotes  , 

the  immensity  of  her  riches.  The  average  ot  three  pute(j  according  to  the  ^ 
years’  exports,  ending  in  1789,  was  between  thirteen  , value  of  money  on  the  | 
and  fourteen  millions.  The  average  for  the  same  ! 

term,  ending  in  1822,  was  forty  millions  sterling.  1 ne  , con^tiveiy,  y 

average  of  the  imports  for  three  years,  ending  m ; England  alone 
1789,  was  seventeen  millions.  The  average  for  the.;  Jpgj^ 
same  term,  ending  in  1822,  was  thirty-six  millions,  ( xht-u.  States  of  America, 
showing  a favorable  balance  of  four  millions.  Thus,  • From  this  exhibit  we  must  remark,  that  the  wealth  of 
in  a period  not  longer  than  that  which  has  elapsed  ! Great  Britain,  (and  consequently  her  power),  is 
since  the  establishment  of  our  constitution,  have  the  , greater  than  that  of  any  of  the  other  nations  with, 
exports  of  that  kingdom  been  tripled;  and  this  has  I which  it  is  compared.  The  amount  of  the  contribu- 
mainly  been  the  effect  of  the  power  of  machinery,  tions  which  she  draws  from  the  pockets  of  her  sub- 
The  total  amount  of  the  commerce  of  Great  Britain  is  ! jects,  is  not  referred  to  for  imitation,  but  as  indica- 
greater  since  the  peace,  by  one  fourth,  than  it  was  dur-  J tive  of  their  wealth.  The  burthen  of  taxation  is  al- 
in^  the  war.  The  average  of  her  tonnage,  during  the  ways  relative  to  the  ability  of  the  subjects  of  it.  A 
most  flourishing  period  of  the  war,  was  two  million  J poor  nation  can  pay  but  little.  And  the  heavier  taxes 
four  hundred  thousand  tons.  Its  average,  during  the  : 0f  British  subjects,  for  example,  in  consequence  of 
three  years  1819,  1820,  and  1821,  was  2,600,000;  ex-  j their  greater ‘wealth,  may  be  easier  borne  than  the 


10,000,000  4,500,000  0 9 0 


hibiting  an  increase  of  200,000  tons.  If  we  glance  at 
some  of  the  more  prominent  articles  of  her  manufac- 
tures, we  shall  be  assisted  in  comprehending  the  true 
nature  of  the  sources  of  her  riches.  The  amount  of 
cotton  fabrics  exported,  in  the  most  prosperous  year 
of  the  war,  was  eighteen  millions  sterling.  In  the 
year  1820,  it  was  IS, 600,000;  in  1821,  20,500,000; 
in  1822,  21,639,000  pound  sterling;  presentingthe  as- 
tonishing increase  in  two  years  of  upwards  of  five 


much  lighter  taxes  of  Spanish  subjects,  in  conse- 
quence of  their  extreme  poverty.  The  object  of 
wise  governments  should  be,  by  sound  legislation,  so 
to  protect  the  industry  of  their  own  citizens  against 
the  policy  of  foreign  powers,  as  to  give  to  it  the  most 
expansive  force  in  the  production  of  wealth.  Great 
Britain  has  ever  acted,  and  still  acts,  on  this  policy. 
She  has  pushed  her  protection  of  British  interest  fur- 
ther than  any  other  nation  has  fostered  its  industry. 


millions.'  The  total  amount  of  imports  in  Great  Bri-  The  result  is,  greater  wealth  among  her  subjects,  and 

consequently  greater  ability  to  pay  their  public  bur- 
thens. If  their  taxation  is  estimated  by  their  natural 
labor  alone,  nominally  it  is  greater  than  the  taxation 
of  the  subjects  of  any  other  power.  But,  if  on  a scale 


tain,  from  all  foreign  parts,  of  the  article  of.  cotton 
wool,  is  five  millions  sterling.  After  supplying  most 
abundantly  the  consumption  of  cotton  fabrics  within 
the  country,  (and  a people  better  fed  and  clad  and 
housed,  are  not  to  be  found  under  the  sun  than  the  of  their  national  and  artificial  labor, compounded,  it 
British  nation),  by  means  of  her  industry,  she  gives  to  j it  is  less  than  the  taxation  of  any  other  people.  Esti- 
this  cotton  wool  a new  value,  which  enables  her  to  j timating  it  on  that  scale,  and  assuming  the  aggregate 
sell  to  foreign  nations  to  the  amount  of  L.21,639,000,  { of  the  natural  and  artificial  labor  of  the  united  king- 
making  a clear  profit  of  upwards  of  L.  16,500,000  ster-  i dom  to  be  what  I have  already  stated,  221,500,000, 
ling!  In  1821,  the  value  of  the  export  of  woollen  j the  actual  taxes  paid  by  a British  subject  are  only 
manufactures  was  L.4,300,000.  In  1822,  it  was  \ about  three  and  seven-pence  sterling.  Estimating 
L.5,500,000.  The  success  of  her  restrictive  policy  is  our  own  taxes,  on  a similar  scale, — that  is,  supposing 


strikingly  illustrated  in  the  article  of  silk, 
manufacture  of  that  article  she  labors  under  great 
disadvantages,  besides  that  of  not  producing  the  raw 
material.  She  has  subdued  them  all,  and  the  in- 
crease of  the  manufacture  has  been  most  rapid.  Al- 
though she  is  still  unable  to  maintain,  in  foreign 
countries,  a successful  competition  with  the  silks  of 
France,  of  India  andof  Italy,  and,  therefore,  exports 
but  little,  she  gives  to  the  two  millions  of  the  raw  ma- 
terial which  she  imports,  in  various  forms,  a value 
of  ten  millions,  which  chiefly  enter  into  British  con- 
sumption. Lctus  suppose  that  she  wasdependentupon 
foreign  nations  for  these  ten  millions,  what  an  in- 
jurious effect  would  it  not  have  upon  her  commercial 
relations  with  them?  The  average  of  lb*  exports  of 
British  manufactures,  during  the  peace,  exceeds  the 
average  of  the  most  productive  years  of  the  war.  The 
amount  of  her  wealth  annually  produced,  is  three 
hundred  and  fifty  million  sterling;  bearing  a large 
proportion  to  all  of  her  pre-existing  wealth.  The 
agricultural  portion  of  it  is  said  by  the  gentleman  from 
Virginia  to  be  greater  than  that  created  by  any  other 
branch  of  her  industry.  But  that  flows  mainly  from 
a policy  similar  to  that  proposed  by  this  bill.  One 
third  only  of  her  population  is  engaged  in  agriculture; 
the  other  two-thirds  furnishing  a market  for  the  pro- 
duce of  that  third.  Withdraw  this  market,  and  what 
becomes  of  her  agriculture?  The  power  and  the 
Wealth  of  Great  Britain  cannot  be  more  strikingly  il- 
lustrated, than  by  a comparison  of  her  population  and 
revenue  with  those  of  other  countries  and  with  our 
own.  [Here  Mr.  Clay  exhibited  the  following  tabic, 
made  out  from  authentic  materials.) 


In  the  j both  descriptions  of  labor  to  be  equal  to  that  of 
20,000,000  of  able-bodied  persons — the  amount  of  tax 
paid  by  each  soul  in  the  United  States  is  4s.  6d.  ster- 
ling. 

The  committee  will  observe,  from  that  table,  that 
the  measure  of  the  wealth  of  a nation  is  indicated  by 
the  measure  of  its  protection  of  its  industry;  and  that 
the  measure  of  the  poverty  of  a nation  is  marked 
by  that  of  the  degree  in  which  it  neglects  and  aban- 
dons the  care  of  its  own  industry,  leaving  it  exposed 
to  the  action  of  foreign  powers.  Great  Britain  pro- 
tects most  her  industry,  and  the  wealth  of  Great  Bri- 
tain is  consequently  the  greatest.  France  is  next  in 
the  degree  of  protection,  and  France  is  next  in  the 
order  of  wealth.  Spain  most  neglects  the  duty  of 
protecting  the  industry  of  her  subjects,  and  Spain  is 
one  of  the  poorest  of  European  nations.  Unfortunate 
Ireland,  disinherited,  or  rendered,  in  her  industry, 
subservient  to  England,  is  exactly  in  the  same  state 
of  poverty  with  Spain,  measured  by  the  rule  of  taxa- 
tion. And  the  United  Scutes  are  still  poorer  than 
either. 

The  views  of  British  prosperity,  which  I have  en- 
deavored to  present,  show  that  her  protecting  policy 
is  adapted  alike  to  a state  of  war  and  of  peace.  Self- 
poised,  resting  upon  her  own  internal  resources, 
possessing  a home  market,  carefully  cherished  and 
guarded,  she  is  ever  prepared  for  any  emergency. 
We  have  seen  her  coming  out  of  a war  of  incalcula- 
ble exertion,  and  of  great  duration,  with  her  power 
unbroken,  her  means  undiminished.  We  have  sec?:, 
that  almost  every  revolving  year  of  peace  has 
brought  along  with  it  an  increase  of  her  m:r  - - 
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tures,  of  her  commerce,  and,  consequently,  of  her 
navigation.  We  have  seen  that,  constructing  her 
prosperity  upon  the  solid  foundation  of  her  own  pro- 
tecting policy,  it  is  unaffected  by  the  vicissitudes  of 
other  states.  What  is  our  own  condition?  Depend- 
ing upon  the  state  of  foreign  powers- — confiding  ex- 
clusively in  a foreign,  to  the  culpable  neglect  of  a 
domestic  policy — our  interests  are  affected  by  all  their 
movements.  Their  wars,  their  misfortunes,  are  the 
only  source  of  our  prosperity.  In  their  peace,  and 
our  peace,  we  behold  our  condition  the  reverse  of 
that  of  Great  Britain — and  all  our  interests,  stationary 
or  declining.  Peace  brings  to  us  none  of  the  bles- 
sings of  peace.  Our  system  is  anomalous;  alike  un- 
fitted to  general  tranquility,  and  to  a state  of  war  or 
peace,  on  the  part  of  our  own  country.  It  can  suc- 
ceed only  in  the  rare  occurrence  of  a general  state  of 
war  thoroughout  Europe.  I am  no  eulogist  of  Eng- 
land. I am  far  from  recommending  her  systems  of 
taxation.  I have  adverted  to  them  only  as  manifest- 
ing her  extraordinary  ability.  The  political  and 
foreign  interests  of  that  nation  may  have  been,  as  I 
believe  them  to  have  been,  often  badly  managed. 
Had  she  abstained  from  the  wars  into  which  she  has 
been  plunged  by  her  ambition,  or  the  mistaken  policy 
of  her  ministers,  the  prosperity  of  England  would,  un- 
questionably, have  been  much  greater.  But  it  may 
happen  that  the  public  liberty,  and  the  foreign  rela- 
tions of  a nation,  have  been  badly  provided  for,  and 
yet  that  its  political  economy  has  been  wisely  manag- 
ed. The  alacrity  or  sullenness  with  which  a people 
pay  taxes,  depends  upon  their  wealth  or  poverty.  If 
the  system  of  their  rulers  leads  to  their  impoverish- 
ment, they  can  contribute  but  little  to  the  necessities 
of  the  state;  if  to  their  wealth,  they  cheerfully  and 
promptly  pay  the  burthens  imposed  on  them.  Enor- 
mous as  British  taxation  appears  to  be,  in  com- 
parison with  that  of  other  nations,  but  really  lighter, 
as  it  in  fact  is,  when  we  consider  its  great  wealth, 
and  its  powers  of  production,  that  vast  amount  is  col- 
lected with  the  most  astonishing  regularity.  [Here 
Mr.  Clay  read  certain  passages  from  Holt,  showing 
that,  in  1322,  there  was  not  a solitary  prosecution 
arising  out  of  the  collection  of  the  assessed  taxes, 
which  are  there  considered  among  the  most  burthen- 
some,  and  that  the  prosecutions  for  violations  of  the 
excise  laws,  in  all  its  numerous  branches,  were  sensi- 
bly and  progressively  decreasing.] 

Having  called  the  attention  of  the  committee  to  the 
present  adverse  state  of  our  country,  and  endeavor- 
ed to  point  out  the  causes  which  have  led  to  it,  hav- 
ing shown  that  similar  causes,  wherever  they  exist 
in  other  conntries,  lead  to  the  same  adversity  in  their 
condition;  and  having  shown  that,  wherever  we  find 
opposite  causes  prevailing,  a high  and  animating  state 
of  national  prosperity  exists,  the  committee  will  agree 
with  me  in  thinking  that  it  is  the  solemn  duty  of  go- 
vernment to  apply  a remedy  to  the  evils  which  afiuct 
our  country,  if  it  can  apply  one.  Is  there  no  remedy 
within  the  reach  of  the  government?  Are  we  doomed 
to  behold  our  industry  languish  and  decay,  yet  more 
and  more?  But  there  is  a remedy,  and  that  remedy 
consists  in  modifying  our  foreign  policy,  and  in  adopt- 
ing a genuine  American  system.  We  must  naturalize 
the  arts  in  our  country;  and  we  must  naturalize  them 
by  the  only  means  which  the  wisdom  of  nations  has 
yet  discovered  to  be  effectual;  by  adequate  protec- 
tion against  the  otherwise  overwhelming  influence  of 
foreigners.  This  is  only  to  be  accomplished  by  the 
establishment  of  a tariff,  to  the  consideration  of  w hich 
I am  now  brought. 

And  what  is  this  tariff?  It  seems  to  have  been  re- 
garded as  a sort  of  monster,  huge  and  deformed — a 
wild  beast,  endowed  with  tremendous  powers  of  de- 
struction, about  to  be  let  loose  among  our  people — if 


not  to  devour  them,  at  least  to  consume  their  sub- 
stance. But  let  us  calm  our  passions,  and  deliberate- 
ly survey  this  alarming,  this  terrific  being.  The  sole 
object  of  the  tariff  is  to  tax  the  produce  of  foreign  in- 
dustry, with  the  view  of  promoting  American  indus- 
try. The  taxis  exclusively  levelled  at  foreign  indus- 
try. That  is  the  avowed  and  the  direct  purpose  of  the 
tariff.  If  it  subjects  any  part  of  American  industry 
to  burthens,  that  is  an  effect  not  intended,  but  is  alto- 
gether incidental,  and  perfectly  voluntary. 

It  has  been  treated  as  an  imposition  of  burthens  upon 
one  part  of  the  community  by  design,  for  the  benefit 
of  another;  as  if,  in  fact,  money  were  taken  from  the 
pockets  of  one  portion  of  the  people  and  put  into  the 
pockets  of  another.  But,  is  that  a fair  representation 
of  it?  No  man  pays  the  duty  assessed  on  the  foreign 
article  by  compulsion,  but  voluntarily;  and  this  vo- 
luntary duty,  if  paid,  goes  into  the  common  exche- 
quer, for  the  common  benefit  of  all.  Consumption 
has  four  objects  of  choice.  1.  It  may  abstain  from 
the  use  of  the  foreign  article,  and  thus  avoid  the  pay- 
ment of  the  tax.  2.  It  may  employ  the  rival  Ameri- 
can fabric.  3.  It  may  engage  in  the  business  of  ma- 
nufacturing, which  this  bill  is  designed  to  foster.  4. 
Or  it  may  supply  itself  from  the  household  manufac- 
tures. But  it  is  said,  by  the  honourable  gentleman 
from  Virginia,  that  the  south,  owing  to  the  character 
of  a certain  portion  of  its  population,  cannot  engage 
in  the  business  of  manufacturing.  Now,  I do  not  agree 
in  that  opinion,  to  the  extent  in  which  it  is  asserted. 
The  circumstance  alluded  to  may  disqualify  the  south 
from  engaging,  in  every  branch  of  manufacture,  as 
largely  as  other  quarters  of  the  union,  but  to  some 
branches  of  it,  that  part  of  our  population  is  well 
adapted.  It  indisputably  affords  great  facility  in  the 
household  or  domestic  line.  But,  if  the  gentleman’s 
premises  were  true,  could  his  conclusion  be  admit- 
ted? Acording  to  him,  a certain  part  of  our  popula- 
tion, happily  much  the  smallest,  is  peculiarly  situa- 
ted. The  circumstance  of  its  degradation  unfits  it 
for  the  manufacturing  arts.  The  well-being  of  the 
other,  and  the  larger  part  of  our  population,  requires 
the  introduction  of  those  arts.  What  is  to  be  done  in 
this  conflict?  The  gentleman  would  have  us  abstain 
from  adopting  a policy  called  for  by  the  interest  of  the 
greater  and  freer  part  of  our  population.  But  is  that 
reasonable?  Can  it  be  expected  that  the  interests  of 
the  greater  part  should  be  made  to  bend  to  the  con- 
dition of  the  servile  part  of  our  population?  That,  in 
effect,  would  be  to  make  us  the  slaves  of  slaves.  I 
went,  with  great  pleasure,  along  with  my  southern 
friends,  and  I am  ready  again  to  unite  with  them  in 
protesting  against  the  exercise  of  any  legislative  pow- 
er, on  the  part  of  congress,  over  that  delicate  subject, 
because  it  was  my  solemn  conviction,  that  congress 
was  interdicted,  or  at  least  not  authorized,  by  the 
constitution,  to  exercise  any  such  legislative  power.- 
And  I am  sure  that  the  patriotism  of  the  south  may  be 
exclusively  relied  feupon  to  reject  a policy  which 
should  be  dictated  by  considerations  altogether  con- 
nected with  that  degraded  class,  to  the  prejudice  of 
the  residue  of  our  population.  But  does  not  a per- 
severance in  the  foreign  policy,  as  it  now  exists  in 
fact,  make  all  parts  of  the  union,  not  planting,  tributa- 
ry to  the  planting  parts?  What  is  the  argument?  It 
is,  that  we  must  continue  freely  to  receive  the  pro- 
duce of  foreign  industry,  without  regard  to  the  pro- 
tection of  American  industry,  that  a market  may  be 
retained  for  the  sale  abroad  of  the  produce  of  the 
planting  portion  of  the  country;  and  that,  if  we  lessen 
the  consumption,  in  all  parts  of  America,  those  which 
are  not  planting  as  well  as  the  planting  sections,  of 
foreign  manufactures,  we  diminish  to  that  extent  the 
foreign  market  for  the  planting  produce.  The  exist- 
ing state  of  things,  indeed,  presents  a sort  of  tacit 
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compact  betw  een  the  cotton  grower  and  the  British 
manufacturer,  the  stipulations  of  which  are,  on  the 
part  of  the  cotton  grower,  that  the  whole  of  the 
United  States,  the  other  portions  as  well  as  the  cotton 
growing, shall  remain  open  and  unrestricted  in  the  con- 
sumption of  British  manufactures;  and,  on  thp  part  of 
the  British  manufacturer,  that,  in  consideration  there- 
of, he  will  continue  to  purchase  the  cotton  of  the  south 
Thus,  then,  we  perceive  that  the  proposed  measure, 
instead  of  sacrificing  the  south  to  the  other  parts  of 
the  union,  seeks  only  to  preserve  them  from  being  ab- 
solutely sacrificed  under  the  operation  of  the  tacit 
compact  which  I have  described.  Supposing  the  south 
to  be  actually  incompetent,  or  disinclined  to  embark 
at  all  in  the  business  of  manufacturing,  is  not  its  in- 
terest, nevertheless,  likely  to  be  promoted  by  creating 
a new  and  an  American  source  of  supply  for  its 
consumption?  Now  foreign  powers,  and  Great  Bri- 
tain principally,  have  the  monoply  of  the  supply  of 
southern  consumption.  If  this  bill  should  pass,  an 
American  competitor,  in  the  supply  of  the  south, 
would  be  raised  up,  and  ultimately,  I cannot  doubt, 
that  it  will  be  supplied  cheaper  and  better.  1 have 
before  had  occasion  to  state,  and  will  now  again  men- 
tion, the  beneficial  effects  of  American  competition 
with  Europe  in  furnishing  a supply  of  the  article  of 
cotton  bagging.  After  the  late  war,  the  influx  of  the 
Scottish  manufacture  prostrated  the  American  estab- 
lishments. The  consequence  was  that  the  Scotch  pos- 
sessed the  monopoly  of  the  supply;  and  the  price  of 
it  rose,  and  attained,  the  year  before  the  last,  a height 
which  amounted  to  more  than  an  equivalent  for  ten 
years  protection  to  the  American  manufacture. 
This  circumstance  tempted  American  industry  again 
to  engage  in  the  business,  and  several  valuable  manu- 
factories have  been  established  in  Kentucky.  They 
have  reduced  the  price  of  the  fabric  very  considera- 
bly; but,  without  the  protection  of  government,  they 
•may  again  be  prostrated — and  then,  the  Scottish 
manufacturer  engrossing  the  supply  of  our  consump- 
tion, the  price  will  probably  again  rise.  It  has  been 
tauntingly  asked  if  Kentucky  cannot  maintain  herself 
in  a competition  with  the  two  Scottish  towns  of  Inver- 
ness and  Dundee?  But  is  that  a fair  statement  of  the 
case?  Those  two  towns  are  cherished  and  sustained 
by  the  whole  protecting  policy  of  the  British  empire, 
whilst  Kentucky  cannot,  and  the  general  government 
will  not,  extend  alike  protection  to  the  few  Kentucky 
villages  in  which  the  article  is  made. 

If  the  cotton  growing  consumption  could  be  consti- 
tutionally exempted  from  the  operation  of  this  bill,  it 
might  be  fair  to  exempt  it  upon  the  condition  that  fo- 
reign manufactures,  the  proceeds  of  the  sale  of  cot- 
ton abroad,  should  not  enter  at  all  into  the  consump- 
tion of  the  other  parts  of  the  United  States.  But  such 
an  arrangement  as  that,  if  it  could  be  made,  would 
probably  be  objected  to  by  the  cotton  growing  coun- 
try itself. 

2.  The  second  objection  to  the  proposed  bill  is, 
that  it  will  diminish  the  amount  of  our  exports.  It 
can  have  no  effect  upon  our  exports,  except  those 
which  are  sent  to  Europe.  Except  tobacco  and  rice, 
we  send  there  nothing  but  the  raw  materials.  The 
argument  is,  that  Europe  will  not  buy  of  us,  if  we  do 
not  buy  of  her.  The  first  objection  to  it  is,  that  it  calls 
upon  us  to  look  to  the  question,  and  to  take  care  of 
European  ability  in  legislating  for  American  interests. 
Nowr  if,  in  legislating  for  their  interests,  they  would 
consider  and  provide  for  our  ability,  the  principle  of 
reciprocity  would  enjoin  us  so  to  regulate  our  in- 
Vol.  XXVI — •—'26. 


tercourse  with  them,  as  to  leave  their  ability  unim- 
paired. But  I have  shown  that,  in  the  adoption  of 
their  own  policy,  their  inquiry  is  strictly  limited  to  a 
consideration  of  their  peculiar  interests,  without  any 
regard  to  that  of  ours.  The  next  remar  k I would  make 
is,  that  the  bill  only  operates  upon  certain  articles  of 
European  industry,  which  it  is  supposed  our  interest 
requires  us  to  manufacture  within  ourselves;  and  al- 
though its  effect  will  be  to  diminish  the  amount  of 
our  imports  of  those  articles,  it  leaves  them  free  to 
supply  us  with  any  other  produce  cf  their  industry. 
And  since  the  circle  of  human  comforts,  refinements 
and  luxuries,  is  of  great  extent*  Europe  will  still  find 
herself  able  to  purchase  from  us  what  she  has  hitherto 
done,  and  to  discharge  the  debt  in  some  of  those  ob- 
jects. If  there  be  any  diminution  in  our  exports  to 
Europe,  it  will  probably  be  in  the  article  of  cotton  to 
Great  Britain.  I have  stated  that  Britain  buys  cotton 
wool  to  the  amount  of  about  five  millions  sterling,  and 
sells  to  foreign  states  to  the  amount  of  upwards  of 
twenty-one  millions  and  a half  Of  this  sum,  we  take 
a little  upwards  of  a million  and  a half.  The  residue, 
of  about  twenty  millions,  she  must  sell  to  other  foreign 
powers  than  to  the  United  States.  Now  their  market 
will  continue  open  to  her,  as  much  after  the  passage 
of  this  bill,  as  before.  She  will  therefore  require 
from  us  the  raw  material  to  supply  their  consumption. 
But,  it  is  said,  she  may  refuse  to  purchase  it  of  us, 
and  seek  a supply  elsewhere.  There  can  be  but  little 
doubt  that  she  now  resorts  to  us,  because  we  can- 
supply  her  cheaper  and  better  than  any  other  country. 
And  it  would  be  unreasonable  to  suppose  that  she 
would  cease,  from  any  pique  towards  us,  to  pursue 
her  own  interest.  Suppose  she  was  to  decline  pur- 
chasing from  us:  The  consequence  would  be,  that 
she  would  lose  the  market  for  the  twenty  millions 
sterling,  which  she  now  sells  other  foreign  powers, 
or  enter  it  under  a disadvantageous  competion  with 
us,  or  with  other  nations,  who  should  obtain  their  sup- 
plies of  the  raw  material  from  us.  If  there  should 
be  any  diminution,  therefore,  in  the  exportation  of 
cotton,  it  would  only  be  in  the  proportion  of  about 
one  and  a half  to* twenty;  that  is,  a little  upwards  of 
five  per  cent.;  the  loss  of  a market  for  which,  abroad, 
would  be  fully  compensated  by  the  market  for  the  arti- 
cle created  at  home.  Lastly,  I would  observe,  that  the 
new  application  of  our  industry,  producing  new  ob- 
jects of  exportation,  and  they  possessing  much  greater 
value  than  in  the  raw  state,  we  should  be,  in  the  end, 
amply  indemnified  by  their  exportation.  Already  the 
item  in  our  foreign  experts  of  manufactures  is  con- 
siderable; and  we  know  that  our  cotton  fabrics  have 
been  recently  exported  in  a large  amount  to  South 
America,  where  they  maintain  a successful  compe- 
tition with  those  of  any  other  country. 

3.  The  third  objection  to  the  tariff  is,  that  it  will 
diminish  our  navigation.  This  great  interest  deserves 
every  encouragement,  consistent  with  the  paramount 
interest  of  agriculture.  In  the  order  of  nature  it  U 
secondary  to  bofh  agriculture  and  manufactures.  Its 
business  is  the  transportation  of  the  productions  of 
those  two  superior  brauches  of  industry.  It  cannot 
therefore  be  expected,  that  they  shall  be  moulded  or 
sacrificed  to  suit  its  purposes;  but,  on  the  contrary, 
navigation  must  accommodate  itself  to  the  actual  state 
of  agriculture  and  manufactures.  If,  as  1 believe,  we 
have  nearly  reached  the  maximum  in  value  of  our  ex- 
ports of  raw  produce  to  Europe,  the  efTeet  hereafter 
will  be,  as  it  respects  that  branch  of  our  trade,  if  we 
persevere  ia  the  foreign  system,  to  retain  our  naviga- 
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tion  at  the  point  which  it  has  now  reached.  By  re- 
ducing, indeed,  as  will  probably  take  place,  the  price 
of  our  raw  materials,  a further  quantity  of  them  could 
be  exported,  and,  of  course,  additional  employment 
might,  in  that  way,  be  given  to  our  tonnage;  but  that 
would  be  at  the  expense  of  the  agricultural  interest. 
If  I am  right  in  supposing  that  no  effect  will  be  pro- 
duced by  this  measure  upon  any  other  branch  of  our 
export  trade,  but  that  to  Europe;  that,  with  regard  to  ; 
that,  there  will  be  no  sensible  diminution  of  our  ex-  j 
ports;  and  that  the  new  direction  given  to  a portion  j 
of  our  industry  will  produce  other  objects  of  expor-  j 
tation,  the  probability  is,  that  our  foreign  tonnage] 
will  he  even  increased  under  the  operation  of  this  j 
bill.  But,  if  I am  mistaken  in  these  views,  and  it| 
should  experience  any  reduction,  the  increase  in  our 
coasting  tonnage,  resulting  from  the  greater  activity 
of  domestic  exchanges,  will  more  than  compensate 
the  injury.  Although  our  navigation  partakes  in  the 
general  distress  of  the  country,  it  is  less  depressed 
than  any  other  of  our  great  interests.  The  foreign 
tonnage  has  been  gradually,  though  slowly,  increas- 
ing, since  ISIS.  And  our  coasting  tonnage,  since 
1816,  has  increased  upwards  of  one  hundred  thousand 
tons. 

4.  It  is  next  contended  that  the  effect  of  the  mea- 
sure will  be  to  diminish  our  foreign  commerce.  The 
objection  assumes,  what  I have  endeavored  to  con- 
trovert, that  there  will  be  a reduction  in  the  value  of 
our  exports.  Commerce  is  an  exchange  of  com- 
modities. Whatever  will  tend  to  augment  the  wealth 
of  a nation  must  increase  its  capacity  to  make  these  ] 
exchanges.  By  new  productions,  or  creating  new  j 
values  in  the  fabricated  forms  which  shall  be  given  to  j 
old  objects  of  our  industry,  wre  shall  give  to  com-  j 
merce  a fresh  spring,  a new  aliment.  The  foreign 
commerce  of  the  country,  from  causes,  some  of  which 
I have  endeavored  to  point  out,  has  been  extended 
as  far  as  it  can  be.  And  I think  there  can  be  but 
little  doubt  that  the  balance  oftrade  is,  and  for  some 
time  past  has  been,  against  us.  I was  surprised  to 
here  the  learned  gentleman  from  Massachusetts, 
(Mr.  Webster),  rejecting,  as  a detected  and  exploded 
fallacy,  the  idea  of  a balance  of  trade.  I have  not 
time  nor  inclination  now  to  discuss  that  topic.  But 
I will  observe,  that  all  nations  actupbnthe  supposi- 
tion of  the  reality  of  its  existence,  and  seek  to  avoid  a 
trade,  the  balance  of  which  is  unfavorable,  and  to] 
foster  that  which  presents  a favorable  balance. — | 
However  the  account  be  made  up,  whatever  may  be  i 
the  items  of  a trade,  commodities,  fishing  industry,  j 
marine  labor,  the  carrying  trade,  all  of  which  I ad-  | 
mit  should  he  comprehended,  there  ean  be  no  doubt,  ] 
I think,  that  the  totality  of  the  exchanges  of  all  de-  j 
soriptions  made  by  one  nation  with  another,  or  against  i 
the  totality  of  the  exchanges  of  all  other  nations  to- j 
gether,  may  be  such  as  to  present  the  state  of  an  un-  j 
favorable  balance  with  the  one  or  with  all.  It  is 
true  that,  in  the  long  run,  the  measures  of  these  ex- 
changes, that  is,  the  totality  in  value  of  what  is  given  : 
and  of  what  is  received,  must  be  equal  to  each  other.  j 
But  great  distress  may  be  felt  loDg  before  the  coun-  j 
terpoise  can  be  effected.  In  the  mean  time,  there  i 
w ill  be  an  export  of  the  precious  metals,  to  the  deep  i 
injury  of  internal  trade,  an  unfavorable  state  of  ex-  I 
change,  an  export  of  public  securities,  a resort  to  j 
credit,  debt,  mortgages  Most  of,  if  not  all,  these  j 
circumstances,  are  believed  now  to  be  indicated  by  i 
our  country,  in  its  foreign  commercial  relations. 
What  have  we  received,  for  example,  for  the  public 
stocks  sent  to  England?  Goods.  But  those  stocks 
are  our  bond,  which  must  be  paid.  Although  the 
solidity  of  the  credit  of  the  English  public  securities 
is  not  surpassed  by  that  of  our  own,  strong  as  it  justly 
is,  when  have  we  seen  English  stocks  sold  in  our 
• market,  and  regularly  quoted  in  the  prices  current,  as 
American  stocks  are  in  England?  An  unfavorable 


balance  with  one  nation,  may  be  made  up  by  a fa' 
vorable  balance  wuth  other  nations;  but  the  fact  of 
the  existence  of  that  unfavorable  balance  is  strong 
presumptive  evidence  against  the  trade.  Commerce 
will  regulate  itself ! Yes,  and^the  extravagance  of  a 
spendthrift  heir,  who  squanders  the  rich  patrimony 
which  has  descended  to  him,  will  regulate  itself  ulti- 
mately. But  it  will  be  a regulation  which  will  ex- 
hibit him  in  the  end  safely  confined  within  the  walls 
of  a jail.  Commerce  will  regulate  itself!  But  is  it 
not  the  duty  of  wise  governments  to  watch  its  course, 
and,  beforehand,  to  provide  against  even  distant 
evils;  by  prudent  legislation  stimulating  the  industry 
of  their  own  people,  and  checking  the  policy  of  fo- 
reign powers  as  it  operates  on  them?  The  supply, 
then,  of  the  subjects  of  foreign  commerce,  no  less 
than  the  supply  of  consumption  at  home,  requires 
of  us  to  give  a portion  of  cur  labor  such  a direction 
as  will  enable  us  to  produce  them.  That  is  the  object 
of  the  measure  under  consideration,  and  I cannot 
doubt  that,  if  adopted,  it  will  accomplish  its  object. 

6.  The  fifth  objection  to  the  tariff  is,  that  it  will 
diminish  the  public  revenue,  disable  us  from  paying 
the  public  debt,  and  finally  compel  a resort  to  a sys- 
tem of  excise  and  internal  taxation.  This  objection 
is  founded  upon  the  supposition  that  the  reduction  in 
the  importation  of  the  subjects,  on  which  the  increas- 
ed duties  are  to  operate,  will  be  such  as  to  produce 
the  alleged  effect.  All  this  is  matter  of  mere  con- 
jecture, and  can  only  be  determined  by  experiment. 
I have  very  little  doubt,  with  my  colleague,  (Mr. 
Trimble),  that  the  revenue  will  be  increased  consi- 
derably, for  some  years  at  least,  under  the  operation 
of  this  bill.  The  diminution  in  the  quantity  imported 
will  be  compensated  by  the  augmentation  of  the  du- 
ty. In  reference  to  the  article  of  molasses,  for  exam- 
ple, if  the  import  of  it  should  be  reduced  fifty  per 
cent,  the  amount  of  duty  collected  would  be  the  same 
as  it  now  is.  But  it  will  not,  in  all  probability,  be  re- 
duced by  any  thing  like  that  proportion.  And  then 
there  are  some  other  articles  which  will  continue  to 
be  introduced  in  as  large  quantities  as  ever,  notwith- 
standing the  increase  of  duty,  the  object  in  reference 
to  them  being  revenue  and  not  the  encouragement  of 
domestic  manufactures.  Another  cause  will  render 
the  revenue  of  this  year,  in  particular,  much  more 
productive  than  it  otherwise  would  have  been;  and 
that  is,  that  large  quantities  of  goods  have  been  in- 
troduced into  the  country,  in  anticipation  of  the  adop- 
tion of  this  measure.  The  eagle  does  not  dart  a keen- 
er gaze  upon  his  intended  prey,  than  that  with  which 
the  British  manufacturer  and  merchant  watches  the 
foreign  market,  and  the  course  even  of  our  elections 
as  well  as  our  legislation.  The  passage  of  this  bill  has 
been  expected;  and  all  our  information  is  that  the 
importations,  during  this  spring,  have  been  immense. 
But,  further,  the  measure  of  our  importations  is  that 
of  our  exportations.  If  I am  right  in  supposing  that,  in 
future,  the  amount  of  these,  in  the  old  or  new  forms, 
of  the  produce  of  our  labor  will  not  be  diminished, 
but  probably  increased,  then  the  amount  of  our  im- 
portations, and,  consequently,  of  our  revenue,  will 
not  be  reduced,  ‘ but  may  be  extended.  If  these 
ideas  be  correct,  there  will  be  no  inability  on  the 
part  of  government  to  extinguish  the  public  debt. — 
The  payment  of  that  debt,  and  the  consequent  libe- 
ration of  the  public  resources  from  the  charge  of 
it,  is  extremely  desirable.  No  one  is  more  anx- 
ious than  I am  to  see  that  important  object  accom- 
plished. But  I entirely  concur  witn  the  gentleman 
from  Virginia,  (Mr.  Barbour),  in  thinking  that  no  ma- 
terial sacrifice  of  any  of  the  great  interests  of  the 
nation  ought  to  be  made  to  effectuate  it.  Such  is 
the  elastic  and  accumulating  nature  of  our  public  re- 
sources, from  the  silent  augmentation  of  our  popula- 
tion, that  if,  in  any  given  state  of  the  public  revenue, 
we  throw  ourselves  upon  a couch  and  go  to  sleep,  we 
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may,  after  a short  time,  awake  with  an  ability  abun-  ^National  wealth  is  the  source  of  all  taxation.  And, 


dantly  increased  to  redeem  any  reasonable  amount  of 
public  debt  with  which  we  may  happen  to  be  burthen- 
ed.  The  public  debt  of  the  United  States,  though 
nominally  larger  now  than  it  was  in  the  year  1791, 
bears  really  no  sort  of  discouraging  comparison  to  its 
amount  at  that  time,  whatever  standard  we  may 
choose  to  adopt  to  institute  the  comparison.  It  was 
in  1791  about  seventy-five  millions  of  dollars.  It  is 
now  about  ninety.  Then  we  had  a population  of 
about  four  millions.  Now  we  have  upwards  of  ten 
millions.  Then  wc  had  a revenue  short  of  five  mil- 
lions of  dollars.  Now  our  revenue  exceeds  twenty. 
If  we  select  population  as  the  standard,  our  present 
population  is  one  hundred  and  fifty  per  cent,  greater 
than  it  was  in  1791;  if  revenue,  that  is  four  times  more 
now  than  at  the  former  period;  whilst  the  public 


my  word  for  it,  the  people  are  too  intelligent  to  be 
deceived  by  mere  names,  and  not  to  give  a decided 
preference  to  that  system  which  is  based  upon  their 
wealth  and  prosperity,  rather  than  to  that  which  is 
founded  upon  their  impoverishment  and  ruin. 

6.  But,  according  to  the  opponents  of  the  domeslic 
policy,  the  proposed  system  will  force  capital  and  la- 
bor into  new  and  reluctant  employments;  we  are  not 
prepared,  in  consequence  of  tne  high  price  of  wages, 
for  the  successful  establishment  of  manufactures, 
and  we  must  fail  in  the  experiment.  We  have  seen, 
that  the  existing  occupations  of  our  society,  those  of 
agriculture,  commerce,  navigation  and  the  learned 
professions,  are  overflowing  with  competitors,  and 
that  the  wrant  of  employment 'is  severely  felt.  Now 
what  does  this  bill  propose?  To  open  a r.e,wr  and  ex- 


debt has  increased  only  in  a ratio  of  twenty  per  cent,  j tensive  field  of  business,  in  which  all  that  choose 


A public  debt  of  three  hundred  millions  of  dollars,  at 
the  present  day,  considering  our  actual  ability,  com- 
pounded both  of  the  increase  of  population  and  of 
revenue,  would  not  be  more  onerous  now  than  the 
debt  of  seventy-five  millions  of  dollars  was,  at  the 
epoch  of  1791,  in  reference  to  the  same  circumstan- 
ces. If  I am  right  in  supposing  that,  under  the  opera- 
tion of  the  proposed  measure,  there  will  not  be  any 
diminution,  but  a probable  increase  of  the  public 
revenue,  there  will  be  no  difficulty  in  defraying  the 
current  expenses  of  government,  and  paying  the 
principal  as  well  as  the  interest  of  the  public  debt,  as 
it  becomes  due.  Let  us,  for  a moment,  however, 
indulge  the  improbable  supposition  of  the  opponents 
of  the  tariff,  that  there  w ill  be  a reduction  of  the  re- 
venue to  the  extent  of  the  most  extravagant  calcula- 
tion which  has  been  made,  that  is  to  say,  to  the  ex- 
tent of  five  millions.  That  sum  deducted,  we  shall 
still  have  remaining  a revenue  of  about  fifteen  mil- 
lions. The  treasury  estimates  of  the  current  service 
of  the  years  1S22,  1S23  and  1824,  exceeds,  each 
year,  nine  millions.  The  lapse  of  revolutionary  pen- 
sions, anel  judicious  retrenchments  which  might  be 
made,  without  detriment  to  any  of  the  essential  es- 
tablishments of  the  country,  would  probable,  reduce 
them  below  nine  millions.  Let  us  assume  that  sum, 
to  which  add  about  five  millions  and  a half  for  the 


may  enter.  There  is  no  compulsion  upon  any  one 
to  engage  in  it.  An  option  only  is  given  to  industr}7-, 
to  continue  in  the  present  unprofitable  pursuits,  or 
to  embark  in  a new  and  promising  one.  The  effect 
will  be  to  lessen  the  competition  in  the  old  branches 
of  business,  and  to  multiply  our  resources  for  increas- 
ing our  comforts,  and  augmenting  the  national 
wealth.  The  alleged  fact,  of  the  high  price  of  wages 
is  not  admitted.  The  truth  is,  that  no  class  of  society 
suffers  more,  in  the  present  stagnation  of  business, 
than  the  laboring  class.  That  is  a necessary  effect  of 
the  depression  of  agriculture,  the  principal  business 
of  the  community.  The  wages  cf  able-bodied  men 
vary  from  five  to  eight  dollars  per  month;  and  such 
has  been  the  want  of  employment,  in  some  parts  cf 
the  union,  that  instances  have  not  been  unfrequent, 
of  men  w orking  merely  for  the  means  of  present  sub- 
sistence. If  the  wages  for  labor  here  and  in  England 
are  compared,  they  will  be  found  nbt  to  be  essentially 
different.  I agree  with  the  honorable  gentleman 
from  Virginia,  that  high  wages  are  a proof  of  national 
prosperity;  we  differ  only  in  the  means  by  which 
that  desirable  end  shall  be  attained.  But,  if  the  fact 
were  true,  that  the  wages  of  labor  are  high,  I deny  the 
correctness  of  the  argument  founded  upon  it.  The 
argument  assumes,  that  natural  labor  is  the  principal 
element  in  the  business  of  manufacture.  That  was 
interest  of  the  public  debt,  and  the  wants  of  govern-  j the  ancient  theory.  But  the  valuable  inventions  and 
raent  would  require  a revenue  of  fourteen  and  a i vast  improvements  in  machinery,  which  have  been 
half  millions,  leaving  a surplus  of  revenue  of  half  a j made  within  a few  past  years,  have  produced  a new 


million  beyond  the  public  expenditure.  Thus,  by 
a postponement  of  the  payment  of  the  principal  of 


era  in  the  arts.  The  effect  of  this  change,  In  the 
powers  of  production,  may  be  estimated,  from  what 


the  public  debt,  in  which  the  public  creditors  would  | I have  already  stated  in  relation  to  England,  and  to 
gladly  acquiesce,  and  confiding  for  the  means  of  i the  triumphs  of  European  artificial  labor  over  the  na^ 
redeeming  it  in  the  necessary  increase  of  our  re- ; tural  labor  of  Asia.  In  considering  the  fitness  of  a 
venue  from  the  natural  augmentation  of  our  popula-  j nation  for  the  establishment  of  manufactures,  wc 
lion  and  consumption,  we  may  safely  adopt  the  pro-  j must  no  longer  limit  our  views  to  the  state  of  its  popu- 
posed  measure,  even  if  it  should  be  attended,  (which  nation,  and  the  price  of  wages.  All  circumstances 
is  confidently  denied),  with  the  supposed  diminution  j must  be  regarded,  of  which  that  is,  perhaps,  the  least 
of  revenue.  We  shall  not  then  have  occasion  to  vary  ; important.  Capital,  ingenuity  in  the  construction, 
the  existing  system  of  taxation ; wc  shall  be  under  no  i and  adroitness  in  the  use  of  machinery,  and  the  posr 
necessity  to  resort  either  to  direct  taxes  or  to  an  ex-  i session  of  the  raw  materials,  are  those  which  deserve 
cise.  But,  suppose  the  alternative  were  really  fore-  | the  greatest  consideration.  All  these  circumstances, 
od  upon  us  of  continuing  the  foreign  system,  with  its  j (except  that  of  capital,  of  which  there  is  no  deficien- 
inevitable  impoverishment  of  the  country,  but  with  cy),  exist  in  our  country  in  an  eminent  degree,  and 
the  advantage  of  the  present  mode  of  collecting  the  I more  than  counterbalance  the  disadvantage,  if  it  re- 
taxes, or  of  adopting  the  American  system,  with  its  • ally  existed,  of  the  lower  wages  of  labor  in  Great 
increase  of  the  national  wealth,  but  with  the  disrid-  ! Britain.  The  dependence  upon  foreign  nations  for 
vantage  of  an  excise,  could  any  one  hesitate  between  { the  raw  material  of  any  great  manufacture,  has  been 
them?  Customs  and  an  excise  agree  in  the  essential  j ever  considered  as  a discouraging  fact.  The  state  of 
particulars,  that  they  are  both  taxes  upon  consump-  j our  population  is  peculiarly  favorable  to  the  most  ex- 
tion,  and  both  are  voluntary.  They  differ  only  in  the  j tensive  introduction  of  machinery.  We  have'no  pre- 


inode  of  collection.  The  office  for  the  collection  of 
one  is  located  on  the  frontier,  and  that  for  the  other 
within  the  interior.  I believe  it  was  Mr.  Jefferson, 
who,  in  reply  to  the  boast  of  a citizen  of  New  Y'ork  of 
ihe  amount  of  the  public  revenue  paid  by  that  city, 
asked  who  would  pay  it  if  the  collector's  office  were 
removed  to  Panlus  Hook  on  the  New  Jersey  shore? 


judices  to  combat,  no  persons  to  drive  out  of  em- 
ployment. The  pamphlet,  to  which  we  have  had  oc- 
casion so  often  to  refer,  in  enumerating  the  causes 
which  have  brought  in  England  their  manufactures  to 
such  a state  of  perfection,  and  which  now  enable 
them,  in  the  opinion  of  the  writer,  to  defy  aU  com- 
petition. does  not  specify,  as  one  of  them,  low  wages. 
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It  assigns  three — 1st,  capital;  2dly,  extent  and  coslli-, 
ness  of  machinery;  and,  3dly,  steady  and  persever- 
ing industry.  Notwithstanding  the  concurrence  of 
so  many  favorable  causes,  in  our  country,  for  the  in- 
troduction of  the  arts,  we  are  earnestly  dissuaded 
from  making  the  experiment,  and  our  ultimate 
failure  is  confidently  predicted.  Why  should  we 
fail?  Nations,  like  men,  fail  in  nothing  which  they 
boldly  attempt,  when  sustained  by  virtuous  purpose 
and  firm  resolution.  1 am  not  willing  to  admit  this 
depreciation  of  American  skill  and  enterprize.  I am 
rot  wailing  to  strike  before  an  effort  is  made.  All  our 
past  history  exhorts  us  to  proceed,  and  inspires  us 
with  animating  hopes  of  success.  Past  predictions  of 
our  incapacity  have  failed,  and  present  predictions 
will  not  be  realized.  At  the  commencement  of  this  go- 
vernment, we  were  told  that  the  attempt  would  be  idle 
to  construct  a marine  adequate  to  the  commeree  of  the 
country,  or  even  to  the  business  of  its  coasting  trade. 
The  founders  of  our  government  did  not  listen  to 
these  discouraging  counsels;  and,  behold  the  fruits  of 
their  just  comprehension  of  our  resources?  Our  re- 
strictive policy  was  derfounced,  and  it  was  foretold 
that  it  would  utterly  disappoint  all  our  expecta- 
tions. But  our  restrictive  policy  has  been  eminently 
successful;  and  the  share  which  our  navigation  now 
enjoys  in  the  trade  with  France,  and  with  the  British 
West  India  islands,  attests  its  victory.  What  were 
not  the  disheartening  predictions  of  the  opponents  of 
the  late  war?  Defeat,  discomfiture,  and  disgrace, 
were  to  be  the  certain,  but  not  the  worst  effect  of  it. 
Here,  again,  did  prophecy  prove  false;  and  the  ener- 
gies of  our  country,  and  the  valor  and  the  patriotism 
of  our  people,  carried  us  gloriously  through  the  war. 
We  are  now,  and  ever  will  be,  essentially,  an  agricul- 
tural people.  Without  a material  change  in  the  fix- 
ed habits  of  the  country,  the  friends  of  this  measure 
desire  to  draw  to  it,  as  a powerful  auxiliary  to  its  in- 
dustry, the  manufacturing  arts.  The  difference  be- 
tween a nation  with,  and  without  the  arts,  may  be  con- 
ceived, by  the  difference  between  a keel-boat  and  a 
steam-boat,  combatting  the  rapid  torrent  of  the  Mis- 
sissippi. How  slow  does  the  former  ascend,  hugging 
the  sinuosities  of  the  shore,  pushed  on  by  her  hardy 
and  exposed  crew,  now  throwing  themselves  in  vigor- 
ous concert  on  their  oars,  and  then  seizing  the  pend- 
ent boughs  of  overhanging  trees:  she  seems  hardly 
to  move;  and  her  scanty  cargo  is  scarcely  worth  the 
transportation!  With  what  ease  is  she  notpassed  by 
steam-boat,  laden  with  the  riches  of  all  quarters  of 
the  world,  with  a crew  of  gay,  cheerful,  and  protect- 
ed passengers,  now  dashing  into  the  midst  of  the 
current,  or  gliding  through  the  eddies  near  the  shore! 
Nature  herself  seems  to  survey,  with  astonishment, 
the  passing  wonder,  and,  in  silent  submission,  reluc- 
tantly to  own  the  magnificent  triumphs,  in  her  own 
vast  dominion,  of  Fulton’s  immortal  genius! 

7.  But  it  is  said  that,  wherever  there  is  a concur- 
rence of  favorable  circumstances,  manufactures  wall 
arise  of  themselves,  without  protection;  and  that  we 
should  not  disturb  the  natural  progress  of  industry, 
but  legve  things  to  themselves.  If  all  nations  would 
modify  their  policy  on  this  axiom,  perhaps  it  would 
be  better  for  the  common  good  of  the  whole.  Even 
then,  in  consequence  of  natural  advantages  and  a 
greater  advance  in  civilization  and  in  the  arts,  some 
nations  would  enjoy  a state  of  much  higher  prosperi- 
ty than  others.  But  there  is  no  universal  legislation. 
The  globe  is  divided  into  different  communities,  each 
seeking  to  appropriate  to  itself  all  the  advantages  it 
can,  without  reference  to  the  prosperity  of  others. 
Whethe/  this  is  right  or  not,  it  has  always  been,  and 
ever  will  be  the  case.  Perhaps  the  care  of  the  inte- 
rests of  one  people,  is  sufficient  for  all  the  wdsdom  of 
one  legislature;  and  that  it  is,  among  nations  as 
among  individuals,  that  the  happiness  of  the  whole  is 
best  secured  by  each  attending  to  its  own  peculiar  in- 


terests. The  proposition  to  be  maintained  by  our 
adversaries,  is,  that  manufactures,  without  protec- 
tion, will,'  in  due  time,  spring  up  in  our  country,  and 
sustain  themselves, ‘in  a competition  with  foreign  fa- 
brics, however  advanced  the  arts,  and  whatever  the 
degree  of  protection  may  be  in  foreign  countries. 
Nowr  I contend  that  this  proposition  is  refuted  by  all 
experience,  ancient  and  modern,  and  in  every  coun- 
try. If  1 am  asked,  why  unprotected  industry  should 
not  succeed  in  a struggle  with  protected  industry,  I 
answer,  the  fact  has  ever  been  so,  and  that'  is  suffici- 
ent; I reply,  that  uniform  experience  evinces  that 
it  cannot  succeed  in  such  an  unequal  contest,  and  that 
is  sufficient.  If  we  speculate  on  the  causes  of  this 
universal  truth,  we  may  differ  about  them.  Still  the 
indisputable  fact  remains.  And  we  should  be  as  un- 
wise in  not  availing  ourselves  of  the  guide  which  it 
furnishes,  as  a man  would  be  who  should  refuse  to 
bask  in  the  rays  of  the  sun,  because  he  could  not 
agree  with  judge  Woodward  as  to  the  nature  of  the 
substance  of  that  planet,  to  which  we  are  indebted 
for  heat  and  light.  If  Iwere  to  attempt  to  particu- 
larize the  causes  which 'prevent  the  success  of  the 
manufacturing  arts,  without  protection,  I should  say, 
that  they  are — 1st,  the  obduracy  of  fixed  habits.  N© 
nation,  no  individual,  will  easily  change  an  establish- 
ed course  of  business,  even  if  it  be  unprofitable;  and 
least  of  all  is  an  agricultural  people  prone  to  innova- 
tion. With  what  reluctance  do  they  not  adopt  improve- 
ments in  the  instruments  of  husbandry,  or  in  modes 
of  cultivation!  If  the  farmer  makes  a good  crop,  and 
sells  it  badly;  or  makes  a short  crop;  buoyed  up  by 
hope  he  perseveres,  and  trusts  that  a favorable 
change  of  the  market,  or  of  the  seasons,  will  enable 
him,  in  the  succeeding  year,  to  repair  the  misfor- 
tunes of  the  past.  2dly,  The  uncertainty,  fluctua- 
tion and  unsteadiness  of  the  home  market,  when  lia- 
ble to  an  unrestricted  influx  of  fabrics  from  all  fo- 
reign nations;  and,  3dly,  The  superior  advance  of 
skill,  and  amount  of  capital,  which  foreign  nations 
have  obtained,  by  the  protection  of  their  own  indus- 
try. From  the  latter,  or  from  other  causes,  the  un- 
protected manufactures  of  a country  are  exposed  to 
the  danger  of  being  crushed  in  their  infancy,  either 
by  the  design  or  from  the  necessities  of  foreign  manu- 
facturers. Gentlemen  are  incredulous  as  to  the  at- 
tempts of  foreign  merchants  and  manufacturers  to 
accomplish  the  destruction  of  ours.  Why  should 
they  not  make  such  attempts?  If  the  Scottish  manu- 
facturer, by  surcharging  our  market,  in  one  year, 
with  the  article  of  cotton  bagging,  for  example, 
should  so  reduce  the  price  as  to  discourage  and  put 
down  the  home  manufacture,  he  would  secure  to 
himself  the  monopoly  of  the  supply.  And  now,  hav- 
ing the  exclusive  possession  of  the  market,  perhaps 
for  a long  term  of  years,  he  might  be  more  than  in-, 
demnified  for  his  first  loss,  in  the  subsequent  rise  in 
the  price  of  the  article.  What  have  we  not  seen  un- 
der our  own  eyes!  The  competition  for  the  transpor- 
tation of  the  mail,  between  this  place  and  Baltimore, 
so  excited,  that,  to  obtain  it,  an  individual  offered,  at 
great  loss,  to  carry  it  a whole  year  for  one  dollar!  His 
calculation,  no  doubt,  was  that,  by  driving  his  com- 
petitor off  the  road,  and  securing  to  himself  the  car- 
riage of  the  mail,  he  would  be  afterwards  able  to  re- 
pair his  original  loss  by  new  contracts  with  the  de- 
partment. But  the  necessities  of  foreign  manufactu- 
rers, without  imputing  to  them  any  sinister  design, 
may  oblige  them  to  throw  into  our  markets  the  fa- 
brics which  have  accumulated  on  their  hands,  in  con- 
sequence of  obstruction  in  the  ordinary  vents,  or 
from  ovcr-calculation;  and  the  forced  sales,  at  losing 
prices,  may  prostrate  cur  establishments.  From 
this  view  of  the  subject,  it  follows,  that,-  if  we  would 
place  the  industry  of  our  country  upon  a solid  and 
unshakeable  foundation,  wc  must  adopt  the  protect- 
ing policy,  which  ha's  every  where  succeeded,  and 


NILES’ BEGISTER— AUGUST  14,  1924 — MR.  CLAY’S  SPEECH. 


389 


* eject  that  which  would  abandon  it,  which  has  every 
where  failed. 

8.  But  if  the  policy  of  protection  be  wise,  the  gen- 
tleman  from  Virginia,  (Mr.  Barbour),  has  made  some 
ingenious  calculations  to  prove  that  the  measure  of 
protection,  already  extended,  lias  been  sufficiently 
great.  With  some  few  exceptions,  the  existing  du- 
ties, of  which  he  has  made  an  estimate,  were  laid 
with  the  object  of  revenue,  and  without  reference  to 
that  of  encouragement  to  our  domestic  industry;  and 
although  it  is  admitted  that  the  incidental  effect  of 
duties,  so  laid,  is  to  promote  our  manufactures,  yet. 
if  it  falls  short  of  competent  protection,  the  duties 
might  as  well  not  have  been  imposed,  with  reference 
to  that  purpose.  A moderate  addition  may  accom 
plish  this  desireable  e/id;  and  the  proposed  tariff  is 
believed  to  have  this  character. 

9.  The  prohibitory  policy,  it  is  confidently  assert- 
ed, is  condemned  by  the  wisdom  of  Europe,  and  by 
her  most  enlightened  statesmen.  Is  this  the  fact? 
We  call  upon  gentlemen  to  show  in  what  instance  a 
nation  that  has  enjoyed  its  benefits  has  surrendered 
it.  [Here  Mr.  Barbour  rose,  (Mr.  Clay  giving  w'ay), 
and  said  that  England  had  departed  from  it  in  the 
China-trade,  in  allowing  us  to  trade  with  her  East 
India  possessions,  and  in  tolerating  our  navigation  to 
her  West  India  colonies.]  With  respect  to  the  trade 
to  China,  the  whole  amount  of  what  England  has 
done,  is,  to  modify  the  monopoly  of  the  East  India 
Company,  in  behalf  of  one  and  a small  part  of  her 
subjects,  to  increase  the  commerce  of  another  and 
the  greater  portion  of  them.  The  abolition  of  the 
restriction,  therefore,  operates  altogether  among  the 
subjects  of  England;  and  does  not  touch  at  all  the  in- 
terests of  foreign  powers.  The  toleration  of  our 
commerce  to  British  India,  is  for  the  sake  of  the 
specie,  with  which  we  mainly  carry  on  that  com- 
merce, and  which,  having  performed  its  circuit,  re- 
turns to  Great  Britain  in  exchange  for  British  manu- 
factures. The  relaxation  from  the  colonial  policy, 
in  the  instance  of  our  trade  and  navigation  with  the 
West  Indies,  is  a most  unfortunate  example  for  the 
honorable  gentleman;  for  in  it  is  an  illustrious  proof 
of  the  success  of  our  restrictive  policy,  w'hen  reso- 
lutely adhered  to.  Great  Britain  had  prescribed  the 
terms  on  which  we  were  to  be  graciously  allowed  to 
carry  on  that  trade.  The  effect  of  her  regulations 
was  to  exclude  our  navigation  altogether,  and  a com- 
plete monopoly,  on  the  part  of  tne  British  navigation, 
was  secured.  We  forbade  it,  unless  our  vessels  should 
be  allowed  a perfect  reciprocity.  Great  Britain  stood 
out  a longtime,  but  finally  yielded,  and  our  naviga- 
tion now  fairly  shares  with  her’s  in  the  trade.  Have 
gentlemen  no  other  to  exhibit  than  these  trivial  re- 
laxations from  the  prohibitory  policy — which  do  not 
amount  to  a drop  in  the  bucket — to  prove  its  aban- 
donment by  Great  Britain?  Let  them  show  us  that 
her  laws  are  repealed  which  prohibit  the  introduc- 
tion of  our  flour  and  provisions;  of  French  silks, 
laces,  porcelain,  manufactures  of  bronze,  mirrors, 
woollens;  and  of  the  manufactures  of  all  other  na- 
tions; and  then  we  may  be  ready  to  allow  that  Great 
Britain  has  really  abolished  her  prohibitory  policy. 
We  find  there,  on  the  contrary,  that  system  of  policy 
in  full  and  rigorous  operation,  and  a most  curiously 
interwoven  system  it  is,  as  she  enforces  it.  She  be- 
gins by  protecting  all  parts  of  her  immense  domi- 
nions againt  foreign  nations.  She  then  protects  the 
parent  country  against  the  colonies;  and,  finally,  one 
part  of  the  parent  country  against  another.  The  sa- 
gacity of  Scotch  industry  has  carried  the  process  of 
distillation  to  a perfection,  which  would  place  the  art 
in  England  on  a footing  of  disadvantageous  competi- 
tion, and  English  distillation  has  been  protected  ac- 
cordingly. But  suppose  it  were  even  true  that  Great 
Britain  had  abolished  all  restrictions  upon  trade,  and 
allowed  the  freest  introduction  of  the  produce  of  fo- 


reign labor,  would  that  prove  it  unwise  for  us  to 
adopt  the  protecting  system?  The  object  of  protec- 
tion is  the  establishment  and  perfection  of  the  arts. 
In  England  it  has  accomplished  its  purpose,  fulfiled 
its  end.  If  she  has  not  carried  every  branch  of  manu- 
facture to  the  same  high  state  of  perfection  that  any 
other  nation  has,  she  has  succeeded  in  so  many,  that 
she  may  safely  challenge  the  most  unshackled  com- 
petition in  exchanges.  It  is  upon  this  very  ground 
that  many  of  her  writers  recommend  an  abandon- 
ment of  the  prohibitory  system.  It  is  to  give  greater 
scope  to  British  industry  and  enterprize.  It  is  upon 
the  same  selfish  principle.  The  object  of  the  most 
perfect  freedom  of  trade,  with  such  a nation  as  Bri- 
tain, and  of  the  most  rigorous  system  of  prohibition, 
with  a nation  whose  arts  are  in  their  infancy,  may 
both  be  precisely  the  same.  In  both  cases  it  is  to 
give  greater  expansion  to  native  industry.  They 
only  differ  in  the  theatres  of  their  operation.  The 
abolition  of  the  restrictive  system  by  Britain,  if  by  it 
she  could  prevail  upon  other  nations  to  imitate  her 
example,  would  have  the  effect  of  extending  the  con- 
sumption of  British  produce  in  other  countries, 
where  her  writers  boldly  affirm  it  could  maintain  a 
fearless  competition  with  the  produce  of  native  la- 
bor. The  adoption  of  the  restrictive  system,  on  the 
part  of  the  United  States,  by  excluding  the  produce 
of  foreign  labor,  would  extend  the  consumption  of 
American  produce,  unable,  in  the  infancy  and  unpro- 
tected state  of  the  arts,  to  sustain  a competition  with 
foreign  fabrics.  Let  our  arts  breathe  under  the  shade 
of  protection;  let  them  be  perfected  as  they  are  in 
England,  and  we  shall  then  he  ready,  as  England  now 
is  said  to  be,  to  put  aside  protection,  and  to  enter 
upon  the  freest  exchanges.  To  what  other  cause, 
than  to  their  whole  prohibitory  policy,  can  you  ascribe 
British  prosperity?  It  will  not  do  to  assign  it  to  that  of 
her  antiquity;  for  France  is  no  less  ancient,  though 
much  less  rich  and  powerful,  in  proportion  to  the 
population  and  natural  advantages  of  France.  Iial- 
lam,  a sensible  and  highly  approved  writer  on  the 
middle  ages,  assigns  the  revival  of  the  prosperity  of 
the  north  of  Europe  to  the  success  of  the  woollen 
manufactories  of  Flanders,  and  the  commerce  of 
which  their  fabrics  became  the  subject;  and  the 
commencement  of  that  of  England  to  the  establish- 
ment of  similar  manufactures  there  under  the  Ed- 
wards, and  to  the  prohibitions  which  began  about  the 
same  time.  As  to  the  poor  rates,  the  theme  of  so 
much  reproach  without  England,  and  of  so  much  re- 
gret within  it,  among  her  speculative  writers,  the 
system  was  a strong  proof  no  less  of  her  unbounded 
wealth  than  of  her  pauperism.  What  other  nation 
can  dispense,  in  the  form  of  regulated  charity,  the 
enormous  sum,  I believe,  of  ten  or  twelve  millions 
sterling?  [Mr.  Barbour  stated  it  was  reduced  to  six; 
to  which  Mr.  Clay  replied,  that  he  entertained  no 
doubt  but  that  the  benign  operation  of  British  pro- 
tection of  home  industry  had  greatly  reduced  it  with- 
in the  last  few  years,  by  the  full  employment  of  her 
subjects,  of  which  her  flourishing  trade  bore  evi- 
dence.] The  number  of  British  paupers  was  the  re- 
sult of  pressing  the  principle  of  population  to  its,  ut- 
most limits,  > y her  protecting  policy,  in  the  creation 
of  wealth,  and  in  placing  the  rest  of  the  world  under 
tribute  to  her  industry.  Doubtless  the  condition  of 
England  would  be  better,  without  paupers,  if  in  other 
respects  it  remained  [he  same.  But  in  her  actual  cir- 
cumstances, the  poor  system  has  the  salutary  effect 
of  an  equalizing  corrective  of  the  tendency  to  the 
concentration  of  riches,  produced  by  the  genius  of 
her  political  institutions  and  by  her  prohibitory  sys- 
' tem. 

But,  isittrue  that  England  is  convinced  of  the  im- 
policy of  the  prohibitory  system,  and  desirous  to 
abandon  it?  W hat  proof  have  we  to  that  effect?  We 
, are  asked  to  reject  the  evidence  deducible  from  the 
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settled  and  steady  practice  of  England,  and  to  take 
lessons  in  a school  of  philosophical  writers,  whose 
visionary  theories  are  no  where  adopted;  or,  if  adopt- 
ed, bring  with  them  inevitable  distress,  impoverish- 
ment and  ruin.  Let  us. hear  the  testimony  of  an  illus- 
trious personage,  entitled  to  the  greatest  attention, 
because  he  speaks  after  a full  experiment  of  the  un- 
restrictive  system  made  in  his  own  empire.  I hope 
I shall  give  no  offence  in  quoting  from  a publication 
issued  from  “the  mint  of  Philadelphia;”  from  a work 
of  Mr.  Carey,  of  whom  I seize,  with  great  pleasure, 
the  occasion  to  say,  that  he  merits  the  public  grati- 
tude, for  the  disinterested  diligence  with  which  he 
has  collected  a large  mass  of  highly  useful  facts,  and 
fbr  the  clear  and  convincing  reasoning  with  which  he 
generally  illustrates  them.  The  emperor  of  Russia, 
in  March,  1822,  after  about  two  years’  trial  of  the  free 
system,  says,  through  count  Nesselrode: 

“To  produce  happy  effects,  the  principles  of  com- 
mercial freedom  must  be  generally  adopted.  The  state 
which  adopts,  whilst  others  reject  them,  must  condemn  its 
own  industry  and  commerce  to  pay  a ruinous  tribute  to 
those  of  other  nations .” 

“From  a circulation  exempt  from  restraint,  and  the 
facility  afforded  by  reciprocal  exchanges,  almost  all 
the  governments  at  first  resolved  to  seek  the  means  of 
repairing  the  evil  which  Europe  had  been  doomed  to 
suffer:  but  experience,  and  more  correct  calculations,  be- 
cause they  ivere  made  from  certain  data,  and  upon  the  re- 
sults already  lenown  of  the  peace  that  had  just  taken  place , 
forced  them  soon  to  adhere  to  the  prohibitory  system. 

“ England  preserved  hers.  Austria  remained  faithful  to 
the  ride  she  had  laid  down,  to  guard  herself  against  the 
rivalship  of  foreign  industry.  . France,  with  the  same 
views,  adopted  the  most  rigorous  measures  of  precaution. 
And  Prussia  published  a new  tariff  in  October  last,  which 
proves  that  sh  e found  it  impossible  not  to  follow  the  example 
of  the  rest  of  Europe 

“In  proportion  as  the  prohibitory  system  is  extend- 
ed and  rendered  perfect  in  other  countries,  that  state 
which  pursues  the  contrary  system,  makes,  from  day  to  day, 
sacrifices  more  extensive  and  more  considerable.  * * * 

It  offers  a continual  encouragement  to  the  manufactures  of 
other  countries — and  Us  own  manufactures  perish  in  the 
struggle  which  they  are,  as  yet,  unable  to  maintain. 

“It  is  with  the  most  lively  feelings  of  regret  we  ac- 
knowledge it  is  our  own  proper  experience  which! 
enables  us  to  trace  this  picture.  The  evils  ichich  it  de- 
tails have  been  realized  in  Russia  and  Poland,  since  the 
conclusion  of  the  act  of  the  7— IS  of  December,  ISIS. 
Agriculture  without  a market,  industry  without 

PROTECTION-,  LANGUISH  AND  DECLINE,  SPECIE  IS  EX- 
PORTED, AND  THE  MOST  SOLID  COMMERCIAL  HOUSES  ARE 

shaken.  The  public  prosperity  would  soon  feel  the 
wound  inflicted  on  private  fortunes,  if  new  regula- 
tions did  not  promptly  change  the  actual  state  of  af- 
fairs. 

uEr.enis  have]  proved  that  our  agriculture  and  our  I 
commerce,  as  loell  as  our  manufacturing  industry, 
are  not  only  paralyzed,  but  brought  to  the  brink  of 
ruin.” 

The  example  of  Spain  has  been  properly  referred 
to,  as  affording  a striking  proof  of  the  calamities 
which  attend  a state  that  abandons  the  care  of  its  own 
internal  industry.  Her  prosperity  was  greatest  when  j 
the  arts,  brought  thereby  the  Moors,  flourished  most  - 
in  that  kingdom.  Then  she  received  from  England 
her  wool,  and  returned  it  in  the  manufactured  state:  j 
and  then  England  was  least  prosperous.  The  two  na- 1 
lions  have  reversed  conditions.  Spain,  after  the  dis- 
covery of  America,  yielding  to  an  inordinate  passion  j 
for  the  gold- of  the  Indies,  sought  in  their  mines  that  j 
wealth  which  might  have  been  better  created  at  home.  ; 
Can  the  remarkable  difference  in  the  state  of  the 
prosperity  of  the  two  countries  be  otherwise  explain-  j 
ed,  than  by  the  opposite  systems  which  they  pursued? 
Epgland,  by  a sedulous  attention  to  her  home  indus-l 


i try,  supplied  the  means  of  an  advantageous  com- 
! merce  with  her  colonies.  Spain,  by  an  utter  neglect 
of  her  domestic  resources,  confided  altogether  in 
those  which  she  derived  from  her  colonies,  and  pre- 
I sents  an  instance  of  the  greatest  adversity.  Her  co- 
j lonies  were  infinitely  more  valuable  than  those  of 
i England;  and,  if  she  had  adopted  a similar  policy,  is 
it  unreasonable  to  suppose  that,  in  wealth  and  power, 
j she  would  have  surpassed  that  of  England?  I think 
| the  honorable  gentleman  from  Virginia  does  great  in- 
justice to  the  catholic  religion,  in  specifying  that  as 
| one  of  the  leading  causes  of  the  decline  of  Spain.  It 
! is  a religion  entitled  to  great  respect;  and  there  is 
j nothing  in  its  character  incompatible  with  the  highest 
I degree  of  national  prosperity.  Is  not  France,  the 
most  polished,  in  many  other  respects  the  most  dis- 
i tinguished  state  of  Christendom,  catholic?  Is  not 
j Flanders,  the  most  populous  part  of  Europe,  also  ca- 
tholic? Are  the  catholic  parts  of  Switzerland  and  of 
j Germany  less  prosperous  than  those  which  are  pre- 
j testant? 

• 10.  The  next  objection  of  the  honorable  gentleman 

j from  Virginia,  which  I shall  briefly  notice,  is,  that 
' the  manufacturing  system  is  adverse  to  the  genius  of 
| our  government,  in  its  tendency  to  the  accumulation 
. of  large  capitals  in  a few  hands;  in  the  corruption  of 
; the  public  morals,  which  is  alleged  to  be  incident  to 
> it;  and  in  the  consequent  danger  to  the  public  liberty, 
j The  first  part  of  the  objection  would  apply  to  every 
: lucrative  business.,  to  commerce,  to  planting,  and  to 
| the  leau:ed  professions.  Would  the  gentleman  in- 
j troduce  the  system  of  Lycurgus?  If  his  principle  he 
t correct,  it  should  be  extended  to  any  and  every  voca- 
tion which  had  a similar  tendency.  The  enormous 
J fortunes  in  our  country — the  nabobs  of  the  land — 

| have  been  chiefly  made  by  the  profitable  pursuit  of 
that  foreign  commerce,  in  more  propitious  times, 
which  the  honorable  gentleman  would  so  carefully 
j cherish.  Immense  estates  have  also  been  made  in 
the  south.  The  dependants  are,  perhaps,  not  more 
| numerous  upon  that  wealth  which  is  accumulated  in 
manufactures,  than  they  are  upon  that  which  is  ac- 
i quired  by  commerce  and  by  agriculture.  W e may 
safely  confide  in  the  laws  of  distributions,  and  in  the 
absence  of  the  rule  of  primogeniture,  for  the  dissipa- 
tion, perhaps  too  rapid,  of  large  fortunes.  What  has 
become  of  those  which  were  held  two  or  three  gene- 
rations back  in  Virginia?  Many  of  the  descendants  oi 
the  ancient  aristocracy,  as  it  was  called,  of  that  state, 
are  now  in  the  most  indigent  condition.  The  best 
security  against  the  demoralization  of  society,  is  the 
constant  and  profitable  employment  of  its  members. 
The  greatest  danger  to  public  liberty  is  from  idleness 
and  vice.  If  manufactures  form  cities,  so  dees  com- 
merce. And  the  disorders  and  violence  which  pro- 
ceed from  the  contagion  of  the  passions,  are  as  fre- 
quent in  one  description  of  those  communities  as  in 
the  other.  There  is  no  doubt  but  that  the  yeomanry 
of  a country  is  the  safest  depository  of  public  liberty. 
In  all  time  to  come,  and.  under  any  probable  direc- 
tion of  the  labor  of  our  population,  the  agricultural 
class  must  be  much  the  most  numerous  and  powerful, 
and  will  ever  retain,  as  it  ought  to  retain,  a prepon- 
derating influence  in  cur  councils.  The  extent  and 
the  fertility  of  our  lands  constitute  an  adequate  se- 
curity against  an  excess  in  manufactures,  and  also 
against  oppression,  on  the  part  of  capitalists,  towards 
the  laboring  portions  of  the  community. 

1 1 . The  last  objection , with  a notice  of  which  1 shall 
trouble  the  committee,  is,  that  the  constitution  does 
not  authorize  the  passage  of  the  bill.  The  gentleman 
from  Virginia  dbes  not  assert,  indeed,  that  is  incon- 
sistent with  the  express  provisions  of  that  instrument, 
but  he  thinks  it  incompatible  with  the  spirit  of  the 
constitution.  If  we  attempt  to  provide  for  the  inter- 
nal improvement  of  the  country,  the  constitution,  ac- 
cording to  some  gentlemen,  stands  in  our  way.  Ifwfc 
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attempt  to  protect  American  industry  against  foreign  | 
policy  and  the  rivalry  of  foreign  industry,  the  con-  I 
stitution  presents  an  insuperable  obstacle.  This  con-; 
stitution  must  be  a most  singular  instrument!  It: 
seems  to  be  made  for  any  other  people  than  our  own.  f 
Its  action  is  altogether  foreign.  Congress  has  power 
to  lay  duties  and  imposts,  under  no  other  limitation 
whatever  than  tbat  of  their  being  uniform  throughout 
the  United  States.  But  they  can  only  be  imposed, 
according  to  the  honorable  gentleman,  for  the  sole 
purpose  of  revenue.  This  is  a restriction  which  we 
do  not  find  in  the  constitution.  No  doubt  revenue  was  1 
a principal  object  with  the  framers  of  the  constitution  ; 
in  investing  congress  with  the  power.  But,  in  exc- ! 
cuting  it,  may  not  the  duties  and  imposts  be  so  laid  as  j 
to  secure  domestic  interests?  Or  is  congress  denied  J 
all  discretion  as  to  the  amount  or  the  distribution  of  j 
the  duties  and  imposts? 

The  gentleman  from  Virginia  has,  .however,  entire-  j 
lv  mistaken  the  clause  of  the  constitution  on  which  we  | 
rely.  It  is  that  which  gives  to  congress  the  power  to 
regulate  commerce  with  foreign  nations.  The  grant  j 
is  plenary,  without  any  limitation  whatever,  and  in- 
cludes the  whole  power  of  regulation,  of  which  the  ! 
subject  to  be  regulated  is  susceptible.  It  is  as  full  I 
and  complete  a grant  of  the  power,  as  that  is  to  de-  j 
clare  w’ar.  What  is  a regulation  of  commerce?  It  j 
implies  the  admission  or  exclusion  of  the  objects  of  it, 
and  the  terras.  Under  this  power  some  articles,  by 
the  existing  law’s,  are  admitted  freely;  others  are  sub-  ! 
jected  to  duties  so  high  as  to  amount  to  their  prohibi- 
tion, and  various  rates  of  duties  are  applied  to  others. 
Under  this  power,  laws  of  total  non-intercourse  with 
some  nations,  embargoes,  producing  an  entire  ces- 
sation of  commerce  with  all  foreign  countries,  have 
been,  from  time  to  time,  passed.  These  laws,  I have 
no  doubt,  met  with  the  entire  approbation  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  Virginia.  [Mr.  Barbour  said  that  he 
was  not  in  congress.]  Wherever  the  gentleman  w’as, 
whether  on  his  farm  or  in  the  pursuit  of  that  profes- 
sion of  which  he  is  an  ornament,  I have  no  noubt  that) 
he  gave  his  Zealous  support  to  the  laws  referred  to.  i 

The  principle  of  the  system  under  consideration, 
has  the  sanction  of  some  of  the  best  and  wisest  men,  I 
in  all  ages,  in  foreign  countries  as  well  as  in  our  own  i 
— of  the  Edwards,  of  Henry  the  great,  of  Elizabeth,  | 
of  the  Colberts,  abroad;  of  our  Franklin,  Jefferson,  j 
Madison,  Hamilton,  at  home.  But  it  comes  recoin-  | 
mended  to  us  by  a higher  authority  than  any  of  these,  j 
illustrious  as  they  unquestionably  are — by  the  master  j 
spirit  of  the  age — that  extraordinary  man,  who  has 
thrown  the  Alexanders  and  the  Caesars  infinitely  { 
farther  behind  him  than  they  stood  in  adrance  of  the  ! 
most  eminent  of  their  predecessors — that  singular  • 
rnan,  who,  whether  he  was  seated  on  his  imperial  j 
throne,  deciding  the  fate  of  nations  and  allotting  king- j 
•loms  to  the  members  of  his  family,  w ith  the  same  J 
composure,  if  not  with  the  same  affection,  as  that 
with  which  a Virginia  father  divides  his  plantations  j 
among  his  children2  or  on  the  miserable  rock  of  St. 
Helena,  to  which  he  was  condemned  by  the  cruelty 
and  the  injustice  of  his  unworthy  victors,  is  equally 
an  object  of  the  most  intense  admiration.  He  appears 
to  have  comprehended,  with  the  rapidity  of  intuition, 
the  true  interests  of  a state,  and  to  have  been  able,  by 
the  turn  of  a single  expression,  to  develope  the  secret  j 
springs  of  the  policy  of  cabinets.  We  find  that  Las  J 
Cases  reports  him  to  have  said: 

“He  opposed  the  principles  of  economists,  which  I 
he  said  were  correct  in  theory  though  erroneous  in 
their  application.  The  political  constitution  of  dif- 
ferent states,  continued  he,  must  render  these  prin- 
ciples defective;  local  circumstances  continually  call 
for  deviations  from  their  uniformity.  Duties,  he  j 
said,  which  were  so  severely  condemned  by  political 
economists,  should  not,  it  is  true,  be  an  object  to  the 
treasury  : they  should  be  the  guarantee  and  protection 


of  a nation,  and  should  correspond  w'ith  the  nature 
and  the  objects  of  its  trade.  Holland,  which  is  des- 
titute of  productions  and  manufactures,  and  which 
was  a trade  only  of  transit  and  commission,  should  be 
free  of  all  fetters  and  barriers.  France,  on  the  con- 
trary, which  is  rich  in  every  sort  of  production  and 
manufactures,  should  incessantly  guard  against  the 
importations  of  a rival,  w'ho  might  still  continue  su- 
perior to  her,  and  also  against  the  cupidity,  egotism 
and  indifference  of  mere  brokers. 

“I  have  not  fallen  into  the  error  of  modern  sys- 
tematizes,” said  the  emperor,  “w  ho  imagine  that  all 
the  wisdom  of  nations  is  centered  in  themselves.  Ex- 
perience is  the  true  wisdom  of  nations.  And  what 
does  all  the  reasoning  of  economists  amount  to? 
They  incessantly  extol  the  prosperity  of  England,  and 
hold  her  up  as  our  model;  but  the  custom-house  sys- 
tem is  more  burthensome  and  arbitrary  in  England 
than  in  any  other  country.  They  also  condemn  pro- 
hibitions; yet  it  was  England  set  the  example  of  pro- 
hibitions; and  they  are  in  fact  necessary  with  regard 
to  certain  objects.  Duties  cannot  adequately  supply 
the  place  of  prohibitions:  there  will  always  be  found 
means  to  defeat  the  object  of  the  legislator.  In 
France  we  are  still  very  far  behind  on  these  delicate 
points,  which  are  still  unperceived  or  ill-understood 
by  the  mass  of  society.  Yet,  what  advancement  have 
we  not  made, — what  correctness  of  ideas  has  been 
introduced  by  my  gradual  classification  of  agriculture, 
industry  and  trade;  objects  so  distinct  in  themselves, 
and  which  present  so  great  and  positive  a graduation! 

“1st.  Agriculture;  the  soul,  the  first  basis  of  the 
empire. 

“2d.  Industry;  the  comfort  and  happiness  of  the 
population. 

“3d.  Foreign  trade;  the  superabundance,  the  proper 
application  of  the  surplus  of  agriculture  and  indus- 
try. 

“Agriculture  was  continually  improving  during  the 
whole  course  of  the  revolution.  Foreigners  thought 
it  ruined  in  France.  In  1814,  however,  the  English 
wrere  compelled  to  admit  that  we  had  little  or  nothing 
to  learn  from  them. 

“Industry  or  manufactures,  and  internal  trade, 
made  immense  progress  during  ray  reign.  The  ap- 
plication of  chemistry  to  the  manufactures  caused 
them  to  advance  with  giant  strides.  1 gave  an  im- 
pulse, the  effects  of  which  extended  throughout 
Europe. 

“Foreign  trade,  which,  in  its  results,  is  infinitely  in- 
ferior to  agriculture,  w’as  an  object  of  subordinate 
importance  in  my  mind.  Foreign  trade  is  made  for 
agriculture  and  home  industry,  and  not  the  two  latter 
for  the  former.  The  interests  of  these  three  funda- 
mental cases  are  diverging  and  frequently  conflicting. 
1 always  promoted  them  in  their  natural  gradation, 
but  I could  not  find  ought  not  to  have  ranked  them 
all  on  an  equality.  Time  will  unfold  what  I have 
done,  the  national  resources  which  I created,  apd  the 
emancipation  from  the  English  which  I brought  about. 
We  have  now  the  secret  of  the  commercial  treaty  of 
1783.  France  still  exclaims  against  its  author;  but 
the  English  demanded  it  on  pain  of  resuming  the  war. 
They  w ished  to  do  the  same  after  the  treaty  of  Ami- 
ens; but  I was  then  all-powerful;  I was  a hundred 
cubits  high.  1 replied  that  if  they  were  in  possession 
of  the  heights  of  Montmartre  I Would  still  refuse  to 
sign  the  treaty.  These  wards  were  echoed  through 
Europe. 

“The  English  will  now  impose  some  such  treaty  on 
France,  at  least,  if  popular  clamor  and  the  opposition 
of  the  mass  of  the  nation,  do  not  force  them  to  draw 
baek.  This  thraldom  would  be  an  additional  dis- 
grace in  the  eyes  of  that  nation,  which  is  now  begin- 
ning to  acquire  a just  perception  of  her  own  interests. 

“When  1 came  to  the  head  of  the  government,  the 
American  ships,  which  were  permitted  to  enter  gur 
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ports  on  the  score  of  their  neutrality,  brought  us 
raw  materials,  and  had  the  impudence  to  sail  from 
France  without  freight,  for  the  purpose  of  taking  in 
cargoes  of  English  goods  in  London.  They  moreover 
had  the  insolence  to  make  their  payments,  when  they 
had  any  to  make,  by  giving  bills  on  persons  in  Lon- 
don. Hence  the  vast  profits  reaped  by  the  English 
manufacturers  and  brokers,  entirly  to  our  prejudice. 
I made  a law  that,  no  American  should  import  goods 
to  any  amount,  without  immediately  exporting  their 
exact  equivalent.  A loud  outcry  was  raised  against 
this:  it  was  said  that  I had  ruined  trade.  But  what 
was  the  consequence?  Notwithstanding  the  closing 
of  my  ports,  and  in  spite  of  the  English,  who  ruled 
the  seas,  the  Americans  returned  and  submitted  to 
my  regulations.  What  might  I not  have  done  under 
more  favorable  circumstances? 

“Thus  I naturalized  in  France  the  manufacture  of 
•cotton,  which  includes: — 

“1st.  Spun  cotton. — We  did  not  previously  spin  it 


not  unite  for  sacrifice,  but  for  preservation.  The 
inquiry  should  be,  in  reference  to  the  great  interests 
of  every  section  of  the  union,  (I  speak  not  of  minute 
subdivisions),  what  would  be  done  for  those  interests 
if  that  section  stood  alone  and  separated  from  the  re- 
sidue of  the  republic?  If  the  promotion  of  those  in- 
terests would  not  injuriously  atfect  any  other  section, 
then  every  thing  should  be  done  for  them,  which 
would  be  done  if  it  formed  a distinct  government. 
If  they  come  into  absolute  collision  with  the  interests 
of  another  section,  a reconciliation,  if  possible,  should 
be  attempted,  by  mutual  concession,  so  as  to  avoid  a 
sacrifice  of  the  prosperity  of  either  to  that  of  the 
other.  In  such  a case  all  should  not  be  done  for  one 
which  would  be  done  if  it  were  separated  and  inde- 
pendent, but  something;  and,  in  devising  the  mea- 
sure, the  good  of  each  part  and  of  the  whole  should 
be  carefully  consulted.  This  is  the  only  mode  by 
which  we  can  preserve,  in  full  vigor,  the  harmony  of 
the  whole  union.  She  south  entertains  one  opinion. 


ourselves;  the  English  supplied  us  with  it  as  a sort  of  and  imagines  that  a modification  of  the  existing  po- 


favor. 

“2  The  web. — We  did  not  yet  make  it;  it  pame  to  us 
frpm  abroad. 

“3d.  The  printing.  This  was  the  only  part  of  the 
manufacture  that  we  performed  ourselves.  I wished 
to  naturalize  the  two  first  branches;  and  I proposed 


licy  of  the  country,  for  the  protection  of  American 
industry,  involves  the  ruin  of  the  south.  The  north, 
the  east,  the  west,  hold  the  opposite  opinion,  and 
feel  and  contemplate,  in  a longer  adherence  to  the 
foreign  policy,  as  it  now  exists,  their  utter  destruc- 
tion. It  is  true,  that  the  interests  of  these  great  sec- 


to  the  council  of  state,  that  their  importation  should  j tions  of  our  country  are  irreconcilable  with  each 
be  prohibited.  This  excited  great  alarm.  I sent  for  ] other?  Are  we  reduced  to  the  sad  and  afflicting  di- 
Oberkamp,  and  I conversed  with  him  a long  time.  I ! lemma  of  determining  which  shall  fall  a victim  to  the 
learned  from  him,  that  this  prohibition  would  doubt-  j prosperity  of  the  other?  Happily,  I think,  there  is 
less  produce  a shock,  but  that,  after  a year  or  two  of  | no  such  distressing  alternative.  If  the  north,  the 
perseverance,  it  would  prove  a triumph,  whence  we  I west,  and  the  east,  formed  an  independent  state, 
should  derive  immense  advantages.  Then  I issued  j unassociated  with  the  south,  can  there  be  a doubt 
my  decree  in  spite  of  all:  this  was  a true  piece  of  j that  the  restrictive  system  would  be  carried  to  the 
statesmanship.  ~ j point  of  prohibition  of  every  foreign  fabric  of  which 

“I  at  first  confined  myself  merely  to  prohibiting  the  j they  produce  the  raw  material,  and  which  they  could 
web;  then  I extended  the  prohibition  to  spun  cotton;  (manufacture?  Such  would  be  their  policy,  if  they 
and  we  now  possess,  within  ourselves,  the  three  | stood  alone;  but  they  are  fortunately  connected  with 
branches  of  the  cotton  manufacture,  to  the  great  be-  | the  south  which  believes  its  interests  to  require  a 
nefit  of  our  population,  and  the  injury  and  regret  of  free  admission  of  foreign  manufactures.  Here  then 
the  English:  which  proves  that,  in  civil  government  is  a case  for  mutual  concession,  for  fair  compromise, 
as  well  as  in  war,  decision  of  character  is  often  in-  The  bill  under  consideration  presents  this  comprc- 
dispensable  to  success.”  j mise.  It  is  a medium  between  the  absolute  execlu- 

I will  trouble  the  committee  with  only  one  other  j sion  and  the  unrestricted  admission  of  the  produce  of 
quotation,  which  I shall  make  from  Lowe,  and  from  i foreign  industry.  It  sacrifices  the  interest  of  neither 
hearing  which  the  committee  must  share  with  me  in  [section  to  that  of  the  other;  neither,  it  is  true,  gets 
the  mortification  which  I felt  on  perusing  it.  That  j ail  that  it  wants,  nor  is  subject  to  all  that  it  fears, 
author  says  “It  is  now  above  forty  years  since  the  j But  it  has  been  said  that  the  south  obtains  nothing  in 
United  States  of  America  were  definitely  separated  j this  compromise.  Does  it  lose  any  thing?  is  the  first 
from  us,  and  since  their  situation  has  afforded  a ] question.  1 have  endeavored  to  prove  that  it  does 
proof  that  the  benefit  of  mercantile  intercourse  may  [not,  by  showing  that  a mere  transfer  is  effected  in 
be  retained,  in  all  its  extent,  without  the  care  of  go-  j the  source  of  the  supply  of  its  consumption  from  Eu- 
verning,  or  the  expense  of  defending  these  once  re-  jrope  to  America;  and  that  the  loss,  w hatever  it  may 
gretted  provinces.”  Is  there  not  too  much  truth  in  j be,  of  the  sale  of  its  great  staple  in  Europe,  is  com- 
this  observation?  By  adhering  to  the  foreign  policy,  1 pensated  by  the  new'  market  created  in  America, 
which  I have  been  discussing,  do  ve  not  remain  es-  1 But  does  the  south  really  gain  nothing  in  this  com- 
sentially  British,  in  every  thing  but  the  form  of  our  | promise?  The  consumption  of  the  other  sections, 
government?  Are  not  our  interests,  our  industry,  though  somew  hat  restricted,  is  still  left  open  by  this 
our  commerce,  so  modified  as  to  swell  British  pride,  bill,  to  foreign  fabrics  purchased  by  southern  staples, 
and  to  increase  British  power?  So  far  its  operation  is  beneficial  to  the  south,  and  pre- 

Mr.  Chairman,  our  confederacy  comprehends,  judicial  to  the  industry  of  the  other  sections,  and  that 
within  its  vast  limits,  great  diversity  of  interests:  agri-  is  the  point  of  mutual  concession.  The  south  will 
cultural,  planting,  farming,  commercial,  navigating,  also  gain  by  the  extended  consumption  of  i(s  great 
fishing,  manufacturing.  No  one  of  these  interests  is  staple,  produced  by  an  increased  capacity  to  con- 
fe'lt  in  the  same  degree,  and  cherished  with  the  same  sume  it  in  consequence  of  the  establishment  of  the 
solicitude,  throughout  all  parts  of  the  union.  Some  home  market.  But  the  south  cannot  exert  its  indus- 
of  them  are  peculiar  to  particular  sections  of  our  try  and  enterprise  in  the  business  of  manufactures! 
common  country.  But  all  these  great  interests  are  ; Why  not?  The  difficulties,  if  not  exaggerated,  are 
confided  to  the  protection  of  one  government — to  the  artificial,  and  may,  therefore,  be  surmounted.  But 
fate  of  one  ship;  and  a most  gallant  ship  it  is,  with  a . can  the  other  sections  embark  in  the  planting  oecu- 
noble  crew.  If  we  prosper,  and  are  happy,  protec-  pations  of  the  south?  The  obstructions  which  forbid 
tion  must  be  extended  to  all;  it  is  due  to  all.  It  is  the  them  are  natural,  created  by  the  immutable  laws  of 
great  principle  on  which  obedience  is  demanded  ; God,  and,  therefore,  unconquerable, 
from  all.  If  our  essentia]  interests  cannot  find  pro-  ! Other  and  animating  considerations  invite  us  to 
tection  from  our  own  government  against  the  policy  ! adopt  the  policy  of  this  system.  Its  importance,  in 
#f  foreign  powers,  where  arc  they  to  get  it?  We  did  Connection  with  the  general  defence  in  time  of  war. 
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cannot  fail  to  be  duly  estimated.  Need  I recall  to 
our  painful  recollection  the  sufferings,  for  the  A»ant 
of  an  adequate  supply  of  absolute  necessaries,  to 
which  the  defenders  of  their  country’s  rights  and 
our  entire  population  were  subjected  during  the  late 
War?  Or  to  remind  the  committee  of  the  great  ad- 
vantage of  a steady  and  unfailing  source  of  supply, 
unaffected  alike  in  war  and  in  peace?  Its  importance, 
in  reference  to  the  stability  ol  our  union,  that  para- 
mount and  greatest  of  all  our  interests,  cannot  fail 
warmly  to  recommend  it,  or  at  least  to  conciliate  the 
forbearance  of  every  patriot  bosom.  Now  our  peo- 
ple present  the  spectacle  of  a vast  assemblage  of 
jealous  rivals,  all  eagerly  rushing  to  the  sea-board, 
jostling  each  other  in  their  way,  to  hurry  off  to  glut- 
ted foreign  markets  the  perishable  produce  ot  their 
labor.  The  tendency  of  that  policy,  in  conformity  to 
which  this  bill  is  prepared,  is  to  transform  these 
competitors  into  friends  and  mutual  customers;  and, 
by  the  reciprocal  exchanges  of  their  respective  pro- 
ductions, to  place  the  confederacy  upon  the  most  solid 
of  all  foundations,  the  basis  of  common  interest.  And 
is  not  government  called  upon,  by  every  stimulating] 
motive,  to  adapt  its  policy  to  the  actual  condition  and 
extended  growth  of  our  great  republic.''  At  the  com- 
mencement of  our  constitution,  almost  the  whole  po-  j 
pulation  of  the  United  States  was  confined  between 
the  Alleghany  mountains  and  the  Atlantic  ocean. 
Since  that  epoch,  the  western  part  of  New  York,  of 
Pennsylvania,  of  Virginia,  all  the  western  states  and 
territories,  have  been  principally  peopled.  Prior  to 
that  period  we  had  scarcely  any  interior.  An  inte- 
rior has  sprung  up,  as  it  were  by  enchantment,  and 
along  with  it  new  interests  and  new  relations,  requir- 
ing the  parental  protection  of  government.  Our  po- 
licy should  be  modified  accordingly,  so  as  to  com- 
prehend all,  and  sacrifice  none.  And  are  we  not  en- 
couraged by  the  success  of  past  experience,  in  re- 
spect to  the  only  article  which  has  been  adequately 
protected?  Already  have  the  predictions  of  the  friends  ] 
of  the  American  system,  in  even  a shorter,  time  than  j 
their  most  sanguine  hopes  could  have  anticipated,] 
been  completely  realized  in  regard  to  that  article;] 
and  consumption  is  now  better  and  cheaper  supplied  \ 
with  coarse  cottons,  than  it  was  under  the  prevalence  j 
of  the  foreign  system. 

Even  if  the  benefits  of  the  policy  were  limited  to 
certain  sections  of  our  country,  would  it  not  be  sa-  i 
tisfactory  to  behold  American  industry,  wherever 
situated,  active,  animated,  and  thrifty,  rather  than 
persevere  in  a course  which  renders  us  subser- 
vient to  foreign  industry?  But  these  benefits  are^ 
two  fold,  direct  and  collateral,  and,  in  the  one  : 
shape  or  the  other,  they  will  diffuse  themselves, 
throughout  the  union.  All  parts  of  the  union  will] 
participate,  more  or  less,  in  both.  As  to  the  direct 
benefit,  it  is  probable  that  the  north  and  the  east  will ; 
enjoy  the  largest  share.  But  the  west  and  the  south 
will  also  participate  in  them.  Philadelphia,  Balti-j 
more,  and  Richmond,  will  divide  with  the  northern  | 
capitals  the  business  of  manufacturing.  The  latter 
city  unites  more  advantages  for  its  successful  prose- 
cution than  any  other  place  1 know;  Zanesville,  in 
Ohio,  only  excepted.  And  where  the  direct  benefit 
docs  not  accrue,  that  will  be  enjoyet^l  supplying  the 
raw  material  and  provisions  for  the  xonsumption  of 
artizans.  Is  it  not  most  desirable  to  put  at  rest  and 
prevent  the  annual  recurrence  of  this  unpleasant 
subject,  so  well  fitted  by  the  various  interests  to 
which  it  appeals,  to  excite  irritation  and  to  produce 
discontent?  Can  that  be  effected  by  its  rejection? 
Behold  the  mass  of  petitions  which  lie  on  our  table, 
earnestly  and  anxiously  intreating  the  protecting  in- 
terposition of  congress  against  the  ruinous  policy 
which  we  are  pursuing.  Will  these  petitioners,  com- 
prehending all  orders  of  society,  entire  states  and 
communities,  public  companies  and  private  indivi- 


duals, spontaneously  assembling,  cease  in  their  hum- 
ble prayers  by  your  lending  a deaf  ear?  Can  you 
expect  that  these  petitioners,  and  others,  in  countless 
numbers,  that  will,  if  you  delay  the  passage  of  this 
bill,  supplicate  your  mercy,  should  contemplate  their 
substence  gradually  withdrawn  to  foreign  countries, 
their  ruin  slow,  but  certain  and  as  inevitable  as  death 
itself,  without  one  expiring  effort?  You  think  the 
measure  injurious  to  you;  we  believe  our  preserva- 
tion depends  upon  its  adoption.  Our  convictions,  mu- 
tually honest,  are  equally  strong.  What  is  to  be  done? 

I invoke  that  saving  spirit  of  mutual  concession  under 
which  our  blessed  constitution  was  formed,  and  un- 
der which  alone  it  can  be  happily  administered.  I 
appeal  to  the  south — to  the  high-minded,  generous, 
and  patriotic  south — with  which  I have  so  often  co- 
operated, in  attempting  to  sustain  the  honor  and  to 
vindicate  the  rights  of  our  country.  Should  it  not 
offer,  upon  the  altar  of  the  public  good,  some  sacri- 
fice of  its  peculiar  opinions?  Of  what  does  it  com- 
plain ? A possible  temporary  enhancement  in  the  ob- 
jects of  consumption.  Of  what  do  we  complain?  A 
total  incapacity,  produced  by  the  foreign  policy,  to 
purchase,  at  any  price,  necessary  foreign  objects  of 
consumption.  In  such  an  alternative,  inconvenient 
only  to  it,  ruinous  to  us,  can  we  expect  too  much 
j from  southern  magnanimity?  The  just  and  eonfi- 
l dent  expectation  of  the  passage  of  this  bill  has  flood- 
ed the  country  with  recent  importations  of  foreign 
fabrics.  If  it  should  not  pass,  they  will  complete  "lie 
work  of  destruction  of  our  domestic  industry.  If  it 
j should  pass,  they  will  prevent  any  considerable  rise 
i in  the  price  of  foreign  commodities,  until  our  own 
industry  shall  be  able  to  supply  competent  substitutes. 

To  the  friends  of  the  tariff,  I would  also  anxiously 
appeal  Every  arrangement  of  its  provisions  does 
not  suit  each  of  you;  you  desire  some  further  altera- 
tions; you  would  make  it  perfect.  You  want  what 
■ you  will  never  get.  Nothing  human  is  perfect.  And 
I have  seen,  with  great  surpise,  a piece  signed  by  a 
member  of  congress,  published  in  the  National  In- 
telligencer, stating  that  this  bill  must  be  rejected, 
and  a judicious  tariff  brought  in  as  its  substitute. 
A judicious  tariff!  No  member  cf  congress  could 
have  signed  that  piece;  or,  if  he  did.  the  public  ought 
not  to  be  deceived.  If  this  bill  do  not  pass,  unques- 
tionably no  other  can  pass  at  this  session,  or  probably 
during  this  congress.  And  who  will  go  home  and  say, 
that  he  rejected  all  the  benefits  of  this  bill,  because 
molasses  has  been  subjected  to  the  enormous  addi- 
tional duty  of  five  cents  per  gallon?  I call,  therefore, 
upon  the  friends  of  ttie  American  policy,  to  yield 
somewhat  of  their  own  peculiar  wishes,  and  not  to 
reject  the  practicable  in  the  idle  pursuit  after  the  un- 
attainable. Let  us  imitate  the  illustrious  example 
of  the  framers  of  the  constitution,  and,  always  re- 
membering that  whatever  springs  from  man  par- 
takes of  his  imperfections,  depend  upon  experience 
to  suggest,  in  future,  the  necessary  amendments. 

Wc  have  had  great  difficulties  to  encounter. — 
1.  The  splendid  talents  which  arc  arrayed  in  this 
house  against  us.  2.  We  are  opposed  by  the  rich  and 
powerful  in  the  land.  3.  The  executive  government,  if 
any,  affords  us  but  a cold  and  equivocal  support.  4. 
The  importing  and  navigating  interests,  I verily  be- 
lieve from  mis-conception, are  adverse  tons.  5.  The 
British  factors  and  the  British  influence  are  inimical 
to  our  success.  6.  Long  established  habits  and  preju- 
dices opposo  us.  1.  The  reviewers  and  literary  spe- 
culators, foreign  and  domestic.  And,  lastly;  the  lead- 
ing presses  of  the  couptry,  including  the  influence  of 
that  which  is  established  in  this  city,  and  sustained  by 
the  public  purse. 

From  some  of  these,  or  other  causes,  the  bill  may 
be  postponed,  thwarted,  defeated.  Blit  the  cause  is 
the  cause  of  the  country,  and  it.  must  and  will  prevail. 
It  is  founded  in  the  interests  and  affections  cf  the 
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people.  It  is  as  native  as  the  granite  deeply  imbo-  R.  fell  into  a gentle  sleep:  the  momentary  cloud 
somed  in  our  mountains.  And,  in  conclusion,  I would  gloom  was  dispelled,  and  the  pleasures  of  the  evening 

were  protracted  until  12  o’clock.  After  the  company 
retired,  the  family  all  wentto  rest  as  usual,  persuaded 
that  the  father’s  indisposition  was  of  that  kind  to 


pray  God,  in  his  infinite  mercy,  to  avert  from  our 
country  the  evils  which  are  impending  over  it,  and, 
by  enlightening  our  councils,  to  conduct  us  into  that 


path  which  leads  to  riches,  to  greatness,  to  glory.  which  he  had  been  frequently  subject,  and  not  appre- 
hending any  serious  consequences;  his  eldest  son  only 
New-York.  From  the  editor  at  .Many,  August  7 — remained  by  his  bed  side.  Mr.  Rodney  slept  all  night, 
The  proceedings  herewith  sent  to  be  published,  rsee  I and  at  six  .°’clock  the  next  morning  only  waked  to  a 

. moment’s  irreonlar  rp.^nirntinn  wrLon  intn  tVi/i 


„ ooei  v,  , n , . , j moment’s  irregular  respiration,  when  he  fell  into  the 

page  396],  shew  that  the  legislature  of  this  state  has  j arms  of  instnnt  dpptM 

adjourned  without  giving  to  the  people  the  electoral 


law,  which  is  with  more  apparent  unanimity  desir- 
ed than  any  other  political  measure  with  which  I 
have  been  acquainted  from  the  first  of  my  recollec- 
tions to  the  present  time.  But  the  event  was  expect- 
ed; the  party  that  had  the  power  in  the  senate  to  de- 
feat the  bill,  have  also  defeated  themselves,  (in  my 
opinion),  and  the  result  will  be  favorable  to  the  pro- 
gress of  good  principles,  by  rousing  the  people  of  this 
state,  and  others,  to  irresistible  action.  The  whole 
business  is  much  more  against  the  caucus  than  for 
that  minority  measure,  and  the  vote  of  the  state  is,  at 
least,  as  uncertain  as  it  was,  as  to  that  strange  at- 
tempt at  dictation.  A history  of  this  meeting  must  be 
written  that  will  shew  the  spirit  in  which  things  were 
transacted.  At  present,  I have  not  time  to  say  more 
than  to  direct  attention  to  the  recorded  proceedings. 
They  shew  that  the  friends  of  the  people  versus  ma- 
nagement or  “nomination,”  irregular  and  by  the  mi- 


arms  of  instant  death! 

“The  consternation  occasioned  by  this  sudden  and 
melancholy  event,  is  more  easily  conceived  than  de- 
scribed. It  was  not  confined  to  the  family  and  im- 
mediate friends  of  the  deceased,  but  extended  to  the 
whole  city. 

UI  ought  not  to  omit  mentioning  that  Mr.  Rivadavia, 
although  out  of  public  service,  and  much  occupied  in 
preparations  for  his  Immediate  departure  for  Europe, 
volunteered  to  pronounce  an  eulogy  at  the  grave  of 
Mr.  Rodney,  and  to  follow  the  bocly  as  one  of  the 
chief  mourners.” 

The  government  testified  its  respect  for  the  memo- 
ry of  the  deceased,  by  the  following  decree:  f 

Buenos  Ayres,  10 th  Jxine,  1324. 

“The  death  of  Mr.  C.  A.  Rodney,  minister  plenh 
potentiary  of  the  United  States,  has  excited  in  the 
government  of  Buenos  Ayres,  all  the  grief  which  the 
loss  of  so  distinguished  a citizen  must  be  to  his  coun- 
try. 

To  America  he  was  the  most  zealous  defender  of 
her  rights.  He  was  especially  attached  to  the  pro- 
vinces of  Rio-de-la-Plata — in  consequence  of  this,  the 
government,  being  anxious  of  testifying  the  public 
_ ; sentiment  and  the  gratitude  with  which  it  is  inspir- 
ed for  his  virtues — -has  decreed: 

First — That  a sepulchral  monument  shall  be  erected 


nority,  are  the  strongest  in  the  legislature  of  New-  j at  the  expense  of  the  government,  where  the  remains 
York,  notwithstanding  the  governor’s  conduct,  tot  I ^ * 


winter  and  now,  produced  much  dissatisfaction.  He  I 


memorial  of  gratitude. 

Second — The  expense  of  the  monument  shall  he 


has  displeased  both  sides  and  all  parties — though  it  is  : Pa^  from  the  funds  appropriated  for  the  contingent 
nght  to  presume  that  bis  motives  were  commendaole.  | T/,  w_Le,  orSers  foP  the  fn!filment  of  lMs  decree 

The  censure  passed  on  him  has  nothing  to  do  with  j be  given,  and  let  it  be  recorded  in  the  official  register. 

the  merits  of  the  great  question  that  was  at  issue.  I , . (Sjgned)  Heras.” 

t ! The  minister,  secretaries,  with  all  the  staff  of  the 

When  I am  at  my  post,  the  subject  shall  be  taken  up  army,  and  chiefs  of  the  various  departments,  shall 


and  examined. 

Death  of  Mr.  Rodney.  By  an  arrival  at  Balti- 
more from  Buenos  Ayres,  bringing  papers  to  the  2d  of  j 


assist  in  the  obsequies  which  are,  on  this  day,  to  be 
made  for  Mr.  Rodney  in  the  English  cemetery,  and 
the  government  has  decreed  the  following  honors: — 
“When  the  corpse  shall  be  taken  out  from  the  place 
July,  we  have  received  the  melancholy  intelligence  in  which  it  now  is,  the  fortress  shall  fire  minute  guns 
of  the  death  of  Ccesar  A.  Rodney,  esq.  minister  of  the  ; — when  the  corpse  shall  enter  the  cemetery,  another 
United  States  to  Buenos  Ayres.  He  died  on  the  10th  discharge  .of  artillery  shall  be  made — and  when  the 
of  June,  at  6 o’clock  in  the  morning,  and  was  buried  ; body  shall  be  deposited  in  the  sepulchre,  a general  dis- 
with  distinguished  honors  on  the  following  day.  j charge  of  the  whole  battalion  of  infantry  shall  take 
The  following  extract  of  a letter  from  Buenos  i place. 

Ayres,  giving  a detailed  and  authentic  account  of  this  j 

lamentable  event,  will  be  read  with  interest:  , Greece.  Mr.  Rush,  the  American  minister  at  the 

“Buenos  Ayres,  14th  June,  182-1.  ! court  of  St.  James,  has  acknowledged  the  receipt  of 

“Since  Mr.  Rodney’s  arrival  here,  and  especially  ! 6,600/.  sterling,  (through  Messrs.  Baring  &Co.),  from 
since  the  violent  apoplectic  attack  which  he  lexpe-  l the  committee  in  the  city  of  New  York,  appointed  to 
rienced  about  ten  days  after  his  arrival,  he  has  been  ! receive  contributions  for  the  relief  of  the  virtuous  and 
constantly  vibrating  between  life  and  death,  but  at  no  ! patriotic  Gre^e-  The  Greek  deputation,  in  London, 
period  was  bis  death  so  little  Expected  as  the  moment  i has  very  feelingly  noticed  the  liberality  of  the  Ameri- 
when  it  happened.  j can  contributors,  and  say  that  the  government  of 

“After  nearly  seven  months  residence  here,  bis  [ Greece  will  hasten  to  express  the  sincere  gratitude 
family  had  incurred  a considerable  debt  of  hospitali-  for  such  a generous  and  benevolent  deed,  which  it 
lies,  which  they  thought  it  a duty  to  repay,  and  fixed  | must  necessarily  inspire  in  the  hearts  of  all  the 
on  Wednesday  evening,  the  9th  inst.  for  a large  party,  j Greeks, 
to  which  numerous  invitations  were  distributed.  The  j 

company  was  assembled,  and  festivities  were  going  I British  law  case.  American  aliens.  Court  of  king's 
gaily  on,  when  a cloud  came  over  the  family  for  an  j bench,  J\Iay  28 — Doe,  on  the  demise  of  Thomas , vs.  Aclam. 
Hour,  arising  from  the  circumstance  of  the  father  be-  j The  lord  chief  justice,  on  coming  into  court,  gave 
ing  seized  by  a violent  vomitting;  his  physician,  being  j judgment  in  this  important  case.  It  was  an  action  tried 
of  the  party,  administered  some  palliatives,  and  Mr.  I at  York  for  the  recovery  of  some  property  in  Hull, 
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und  a question  had  been  raised  whether  the  father  of  j 1 entirely  approve  of  the  inquiries  which  you  have 
Mrs.  Thomas  was  a subject  in  Great  Britain  in  1784,  thought  proper  to  institute,  as  to  the  nature  and  ex- 
after  the  recognition  of  the  independence  of  the  U.  tent  of  the  evils  unhappily  existing  in  the  disturbed 
States  of  America.  The  court  were  of  opinion  that  districts  of  that  country,  and  I have  no  doubt  that  you 
lie  was  not,  (though  born  a British  subject),  a British  will  see  the  expediency  of  pursuing  your  inquiries  in 
subject  after  the  3d  of  September,  17S3,  when  the  another  session. 

treaty  of  independence  was  executed,  he  having  I continue  to  receive  from  all  foreign  powers  the 
then  resided  in  Rhode  Island,  and  become,  by  that  | strongest  assurances  of  their  friendly  disposition  to- 
treaty,  an  independent  citizen  of  the  United  States,  wards  this  country,  and  you  may  rely  on  my  endea- 
By  the  act  of  George  II.  children  entitled  to  inherit  vors  being  invariably  directed  to  the  maintenance  of 
must  be  the  children  of  British  subjects.  His  lord-  general  peace,  and  to  the  protection  of  the  interest, 
ship  then  adverted  to  the  inferences  deduced  from  and  the  extension  of  the  commerce  of  my  subjects, 
articles  in  the  treaty  of  independence,  and  in  the  jyancc.  No  successor  has  been  appointed  to  Cha- 
treaty  of  1797,  and  stated  the  opinion  of  the  courtl  teaubriand.  The  infant  don  Miguel  has  reached  Pa- 
that  the  inferences  were  not  good.  They  were  of  ri3 — the  king  has  taken  up  his  residence  at  St.  Cloud, 
opinion  that  James  Ludlow  had  ceased  to  be  a British  M<  Chateaubriand  is  engaged  in  writing  a pamphlet 

W h.rth  nf  h..  ! on  his  mini9try  Qf  fiftecn  ^0»ths4 


subject,  and  became  an  alien  before  the  birth  of  his 
daughter,  Mrs.  Thomas:  and  that  she  could  not  there- 
fore inherit  property  as  his  heir  in  this  country. — 
Judgment  must,  therefore,  be  entered  for  the  defen- 
dant. It  was  a great  satisfaction  to  the  court,  that  a 
similar  judgment  had  been  given  by  the  supreme 
court  of  Pennsylvania,  on  a question  of  a similar 
claim  by  a British  subject.  Judgment  for  the  de- 
fendant. 

FOREIGN  NEWS. 


The  North  American  Review  has  been  proscribed 
by  a formal  order  of  the  government. 

David’s  picture  of  Mars,  disarmed  by  Venus,  has 
been  purchased  for  60,000  francs — about  $12,000. 

A petition  has  been  presented  to  the  chamber  of  de- 
puties to  abolish  the  guillotine. 

Conformably  to  the  law  of  1818,  60,000  men  are  to 
be  raised  for  the  service  of  the  present  year. 

Spain . Great  distress  prevails  in  the  province  of 
..  Catalonia,  in  consequence  of  the  failure  of  the  har- 
G -real  Britain  and  Ireland.  Madame  Riego,  widow  vest>  ^ cargo  of  corn,  which  the  custom  house  offi- 
of  l*»e  celebrated  patriot  gen.  Riego,  died  at  London  ! cers>  in  virtue  of  a non-importation  Jaw,  used  every 
on  the  19th  June.  . , i exertion  to  prevent  the  landing  of,  was  secured  by  tbe 

A writer  m the  British  Traveler  estimates  the  loans  ( inhabitants,  who  rose  en  masse, 
which  have  been  negociated  lor  by  foreign  powers,  j 7}ie  most  frightful  anarchy  continues  to  reign  in 
since  the  peace  of  1815,  at  266,1 10  000  pounos  ; Madrid.  From  the  9th  to  the  13th  of  June,  notless 


sterling.  Of  this  sum,  capital  stock  to  the  amount  of 
L.91,330,000  is  now  held  in  England.  The  Ameri- 
can stocks  now  held  in  England,  are  stated  to  be 
L.S,600,000,  or  nearly  thirty-eight  million  dollars. 

American  stocks — Nov.  24.  Three  per  cents.  80^; 
six  per  cents  of  1813,  9S*  to  99;  do.  1814,  100^  to 
19H;  do.  1815,  104. 

On  the  24th  of  June  the  king  of  England  pro- 
rogued the  parliament — The  following  is  his  speech 
upon  the  occasion : 

Gentlemen  of  the  house  of  commons, 

I thank  you  for  the  supplies  which  you  have  pro- 
vided for  the  service  of  the  present  year,  and  especial- 
ly for  the  grants  which  you  have  so  liberally  made  in 
furtherance  of  the  interests  of  religion,  and  in  sup- 
port of  the  splendor  of  the  crown. 

I am  fully  sensible  of  the  advantages  which  may  be 
expected  to  arise  from  the  relief  you  have 'afforded 
to  some  of  the  most  important  branches  of  the  nation- 
al industry. 

A/y  lords  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  greatest  satisfaction  in  repeating  to  you 
my  congratulations  upon  the  general  increasing  pros- 
perity of  the  country. 

I am  persuaded  that  you  will  carry  with  you  into 


than  400  persons  were  arrested,  at  night,  upon  suspi- 
cion of  treasonable  intentions.  Many  nobles  have 
been  ordered  to  quit  the  court;  among  them  are  the 
duke  of  Infantadoand  don  Victor  Saez,  ex-minister 
and  holy  confessor  to  the  king.  The  decree  of  amnesty 
has  proved  a mere  mockery. 

The  leva,  (impressment),  which  produces  a great- 
er number  of  soldiers  than  recruiting,  is  carrying  on 
with  great  activity.  The  police  officers,  seconded  by 
an  armed  force,  arrest  in  the  streets  all  persons 
whom  they  suppose  to  have  no  calling,  and  they  even 
have  authority  to  enter  into  their  houses  and  press 
them  there. 

Siocdcn.  The  Norwegian  Diet,  adopting  the  decree 
of  their  committee  on  the  constitution,  have  unani- 
mously rejected  the  thirteen  propositions  of  the  king 
for  changing  certain  parts  of  the  existing  constitution 
— the  king  decreed,  among  other  things,  the  power  of 
naming  the  president  and  secretaries  of  the  Storth- 
ing; he  demanded  also  the  suppression  of  that  part  of 
the  constitution  which  provided,  that  a resolution  pas- 
sed by  three  consecutive  diets,  should  have  the  force 
of  a law  without  the  royal  sanction.  lie  desired  to 
establish  a new  hereditary  nobility  iri  Norway,  and 


your  respective  xounties  the  same  spirit  of  harmony  ^at  supreme  tribunal  of  the  kingdom  should  re 


which  has  distinguished  your  debates  during  the  pre- 
sent session;  and  that  you  will  cultivate,  among  all 
classes  of  my  subjects,  those  feelings  of  content  and 
attachment  to  the  constitution,  upon  the  continuance 
and  diffusion  of  which,  under  Providence,  mainly  de- 
pends, not  only  individual  happiness,  but  the  high 
station  which  this  kingdom  holds  among  the  nations 
of  the  world. 

Afw  lords  and  gentlemen, 

I cannot  close  this  session  of  parliament  without 
returning  to  you  my  warmest  acknowledgments  for 
the  diligence  and  assiduity  with  which  you  have  ap- 
plied yourselves  to  the  several  objects  of  public  inte- 
rest that  have  been  submitted  to  your  consideration. 

I deeply  regret  the  painful  necessity,  under  which 
you  have  found  yourselves,  of  renewing,  for  a further 
period,  measures  of  extraordinary  precaution  in  Ire- 
land. 


ccive  a new  organization.  The  rejection  of  these 
demands  has  caused  a certain  sensation  in  the  court 
of  Sweden. 

Turkey  and  Greece.  Letters  from  Greece  state  that 
the  Turks  had  effected  a landing  in  Candia  and  Ne- 
gropont;  but  at  the  first  mentioned  place,  they  were  re- 
pulsed with  much  loss.  The  captain  pacha,  after  hav- 
ing fruitlessly  bombarded  the  Isle  Scopola  during  one 
day,  has  entered  the  port  of  Epanona. 

The  Turks,  in  their  passage  through  Smyrna,  for 
Scala  Nouva,  where  they  were  to  embark  tor  Samos, 
massacred  a great  number  of  Greek  Christians  and 
Catholics.  The  consuls  had  made  complaints  on  the 
subject,  but,  like  all  former  communications,  were 
totally  disregarded. 

It  was  reported  that  5000  Turkish  troops,  who  had 
been  landed  on  Isomc  Grecian  island,  had  been  de- 
stroyed, except  about  fifteen  hundred. 
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The  Greek  congress  had  assembled  at  Salon ica,  and 
were  proceeding  very  prosperously.  The  entire  in- 
vading army  of  the  Turks  was  estimated  at  60,000 
men,  but  their  approach  was  not  dreaded. 

A service  has  been  celebrated  at  Zante  in  memory 
of  lord  Byron.  The  catafolc  was  adorned  with  the 
sword  of  the  consul  of  France,  brother  to  the  histo- 
rian of  the  “Regeneration  of  Greece.”  The  arch- 
mandrite,  Arsenics,  pronounced  a funeral  oration, 
which  drew  tears  from  all  the  auditory. 

Egypt.  Notwithstanding  the  difficulties  that  have 
arisen  in  Egypt,  the  most  active  exertions  are 
made  by  the  viceroy  to  induce  artizans  and  mechanics 
to  settle  in  that  country.  Such  is  the  protection  he 
affords  to  manufacturers,  that  he  gives  4,500,  and 
even  6,000  francs  a year  to  printers  of  calicoes.  The 
plague  was  raging  with  unusual  violence  at  Cairo. 
It  was  said  that  the  deaths  amounted  to  three  hundred 
and  fifty  daily. 

Peru.  The  Spanish  general  La  Serna,  in  Peru,  has 
resigned  the  command  he  previously  held,  and  de- 
clared his  adhesion  to  the  absolute  king. 

Jamaica.  By  information  received  from  this  island, 
to  the  15th  July,  we  learn  that  the  insurrectionary 
movements  have  entirely  subsided. 


Legislature  of  New  York. 

IN  THE  SENATE. 

August  3.  The  following  resolutions,  introduced 
yesterday,  were  adopted: 

Resolved,  That,  since  the  last  adjournment  of  the 
legislature,  nothing  has  transpired,  within  the  letter  Di- 
spirit of  the  constitution,  requiring  an  extraordinary 
session  at  this  time;  and,  therefore,  the  proclama- 
tion of  the  governor,  convening  the  same,  is  not  war- 
ranted by  the  constitution. 

Resolved , That,  inasmuch  as  the  transaction  of  le- 
gislative business,  in  obedience  to  a proclamation  thus 
indiscreetly  issued,  and  especially  in  relation  to  a 
subject  which  had  been  repeatedly  discussed  and 
acted  upon  by  the  legislature  at  their  last  meeting, 
would  sanction  a precedent  of  dangerous  tendency, 
and  that  it  is  due  to  the  members  of  the  legislature,  as 
well  as  to  the  constitution  under  which  they  act,  and 
the  oath  they  have  taken  to  support  it,  as  to  the 
highest  and  best  interests  of  their  constituents,  that 
they  should  forthwith  adjourn— Therefore, 

Resolved , (if  the  assembly  concur),  the  two  houses 
will  immediately  adjourn  to  meet  again  pursuant  to 

before  the  question  was  taken  on  the  first  resolu- 
tion Mr.  Ogden  proposed  the  following  substitute: 

Resolved,  That  it  is  expedient  to  pass  a law,  at  the 
present  meeting  of  the  legislature,  giving  to  the  peo- 
ple of  this  state  the  choice  of  electors  of  president 
and  vice  president. 

After  considerable  debate  the  substitute  was  reject- 
ed, as  follows: 

Noes — Messrs.  Bowman,  Bowne,  Bronson,  Dud- 
ley Earll,  Eason,  Green,  Greenly,  Keyes,  Lefterts, 
Livingston,  Mallory,  McCall,  Redfieid,  Stranahan, 
Sudani, Thorn,  Ward,  Wheeler,  Wooster,  Wright— 21. 

Ayes — Messrs.  Burrows,  Burt,  Clark,  Cramer, 
Gardiner,  Haight,  Lynde,  McIntyre,  Nelson,  Og- 
den— 10. 

It  was  then  moved  to  strike  out  all  that  part  of  the 
second  resolution  which  precedes  the  word  “there- 
fore ” which  motion  was  lost.  Ayes  and  noes  as  fol- 

*°'noes Messrs.  Bowman,  Bowne,  Bronson,  Clar'lc, 

Dudley,  Earll,  Eason,  Green,  Greenly,  Keyes,  Lef- 
ferts,  Livingston,  Mallory,  McCall, Redfieid,  Strana 
ban,  Sudam,  Thorn,  Ward,  Wheeler,  Wooster, 
Wright — 22. 

Ayes— Messrs.  Burrows,  Burt,  Cramer,  Gardiner, 
Haight,  Lvnde,  McIntyre,  Nelson,  Ogden— 9. 


And  the  vote  on  the  passage  of  the  last  resolution 
stood  thus: 

Ayes — Messrs.  Bowman,  Bowne,  Bronson,  Burt, 
Cramer,  Dudley,  Earl!,  Eason,  Green,  Greenly, 
Haight,  Iveyes,  Lefferts,  Livington,  Lynde,  Malloryr 
McCall,  McIntyre,  Nelson,  Redfieid,  Stranahan,  Su- 
dam,  Thorn,  Ward,  W’heeler,  Wooster,  Wright — 27. 

Noes — Messrs.  Burrows,  Clark,  Gardiner,  Og- 
den— 4. 

[To  the  resolutions  above  adopted  the  senate  ad- 
hered to  the  end  of  the  session,  refusing  to  transact 
any  business,  except  at  the  close  to  send  a committee 
to  the  governor,  notifying  him  that  the  legislature/ 
was  about  to  adjourn,  and  to  know  if  he  had  any  ftuy 
ther  communication  to  make,  &c.] 


IN  THE  ASSEMBLY-. 

[The  proceedings  of  Monday,  the  2nd,  were  suffi- 
ciently stated  in  the  last  Register]. 

August.  3.  The  speaker  stated  that,  yesterday,  the 
gallery  had  manifested  an  inclination  to  applaud  or 
censure  the  speakers;  and  he  observed  that,  should  it 
be  repeated,  the  offenders  would  be  brought  to  the 
bar  of  the  house,  and  punished  as  they  deserved. 

[The  inclination  alluded  to  by  the  speaker  had  re- 
peatedly shewn  itself  in  a manner  not  common  to  our 
country  on  similar  occasions — indeed,  in  some  cases, 
there  was  a pretty  general  clapping  of  hands  or 
stamping  of  the  feet,  applauding  the  speakers  On  be- 
half of  the  people,  and  strong  marks  of  disrespect 
shewn  to  those  opposed.  The  lobby  and  the  gal- 
lery were  unprecedently  crowded,  and  great  feeling 
manifested  at  the  proceedings]. 

Much  conversation  or  debate  took  place  on  several . 
questions  of  order,  during  which  the  main  question 
was  pretty  freely  discussed, ^as  to  the  right  and  pow- 
er of  the  governor  to  convene  the  legislature,  and  on 
the  expediency  of  passing  the  electoral  law,  &c.  dur- 
ing which  a vote  favorable  thereto  being  taken,  the 
gallery  again  applauded. 

After  some  other  proceedings — 

Mr.  Livingston  renewed  his  motion  to  concur  in 
the  resolutions  from  the  senate. 

Mr.  Wheaton  then  offered,  as  a substitute  for  the  first 
resolution,  a concurrent  one,  that  a joint  committee*1 
from  both  houses,  should  be  appointed  to  draft  a bill 
in  conformity  to  the  wishes  of  the  people;  and  he 
supported  his  motion  at  considerable  length,  and  with 
great  ability. 

The  subject  was  again  generally  discussed.  Mr. 
Pell  did  not  think  the  resolution  offered  by  Mr  Whea- 
ton strong  enough,  and  offered  a substitute — and  Mr. 
Waterman,  in  a speech  of  great  length,  attempted  to 
prove  the  unconstitutionality  of  the  meeting  of  the 
legislature. 

August  4.  The  whole  of  this  day,  in  which  there 
were  two  sittings  of  the  legislature,  was  spent  in  de- 
bating Mr.  Wheaton’s  motion,  and  Mr.  Tallmadge 
pronounced  along  and  able  argument  on  the  constitu- 
tionality of  the  call,  and  tl,ie  propriety  of  passing  an 
electoral  law.  Several  other  gentlemen  spoke  at  con- 
siderable length.  At  last,  a little  before  sun  down, 
the  resolutions  from  the  senate  were  laid  on  the  table, 
to  make  way  for  Mr.  Wheaton’s  resolution,  by  the  fol- 
lowing vote — 

Ayes — Messrs.  Allen,  Baldwin,  Barnum,  Barstow, 
Barto,  Benedict,  Blakely,  Carr,  Clark,  Coffin,  Cook. 
Cooper,  Crary,  Crolius,  Cunningham,  Dunham,  Dun- 
ning, I.  Finch,  J.  Finch,  Frost,  Furman,  Ganson,  Gar- 
diner, Gove,  Hager,  N.  Halsey,  Hudson,  Hyatt,  Jones, 
Kellogg,  Klapp,  McClure,  McCrea,  Monell,  Morss, 
Mullett,  Pell,  Pierson,  Pitts,  Rathbun,  Remer,  Riggs, 
Rockwell,  Russell,  Seaman,  E.  Smith,  J.  Smith,  L. 
Smith,  P.  Smith,  P.  Spencer,  Stillman,  Stryker,  Tall- 
madge, Thorne,  Tillotson,  Town,  Tredwell,  Turner, 
Van  Beuren,  Van  Or  den,  Wager,  Washburn,  Whea- 
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ton,  Wheeler,  Whipple,  Whiling,  Wilkeson,  Wilkin. 
— 08. 

Noes — Messrs.  Ashley,  Barber,  Dellinger,  Bevier, 
Bowker,  Brown,  Curtiss,  De  Witt,  Dickson,  Dubois, 
Edwards,  Ells,  Farlin,  A.  F.  Ferris,  B.  Ferris,  Fitch, 
Flagg,  Follett,  Gere,  Grant,  Graves,  II.  Halsey,  Hos- 
mer,  Howe,  Hubbard,  Jansen,  Latham,  Livingston, 
Lyon,  Ferine.  Pettit,  Fine,  Price,  Boot,  Huger,  Seely, 
D.  Smith,  M.  H.  Smith,  T.  Spencer,  Stephens,  Stew- 
art, Stihvell,  Stone,  Van  Alstyne,  Van  Vleck,  Water- 
man, Winslow,  Wood,  Woodworth. — 49. 

[The  moment  the  vote  was  pronounced,  &c.  there 
was  a general  burst  of  applause.  The  speaker  warmly 
reproved  the  act — and  the  house  was  adjourned  with 
great  haste,  when  the  people,  withoutmuch  restraint, 
heartily  greeted  the  decision.] 

August  5.  Mr.  McClure  presented  the  following 
resolution: 

Whereas  this  house  did,  at  the  last  session  of  the 
legislature,  pass  a bill  giving  to  the  people  of  this  state 
the  choice  of  electors  of  president  and  vice  president 
of  the  United  States,  and  sent  the  same  for  concur- 
rence to  the  honorable  the  senate,  in  which  honorable 
house,  the  said  bill,  to  our  regret,  was  postponed  to  a 
day  on  which  the  legislature  do  not  meet,  to  wit:  the 
first  Monday  of  November  next,  whereby  the  same 
became,  and  was  virtually  rejected  by  the  senate,  in 
due  and  ordinary  course  of  legislation. 

And  whereas  there  seems  to  have  been  no  occur- 
rence in  this  state,  since  that  disposition,  justifying 
the  call  of  an  extra  meeting  of  the  legislature,  by  his 
excellency  the  governor,  and  the  said  call  seems, 
therefore,  to  be  an  ill-advised  and  indiscreet  exercise 
of  the  high  constitutional  prerogative,  in  cases  of  ex- 
traordinary occasions. 

And  whereas,  the  senate,  by  a vote  of  twenty-one 
to  ten,  did,  on  the  third  instant,  reject  a resolution 
proposing  to  give  the  people  of  this  state  the  election 
of  electors  of  president  and  vice  president  of  the 
United  States,  which  is  to  us  a clear  indication  that 
that  honorable  body  does  not, nor  will  not,  recede  from 
the  vote  postponing  its  consideration  as  aforesaid: 

Therefore , resolved , That  further  legislation,  at  this 
time,  would  be  fruitless  and  unproductive  of  any 
other  results  than  an  unnecessary  waste  of  the  pub- 
lic money. 

Mr.  McClure  observed  that  it  was  known  to  be  his 
wish  to  give  the  choice  of  electors  to  the  people;  but, 
from  the  votes  of  the  senate,  he  considered  it  could 
not  be  done,  and  he  therefore  thought  legislation  use- 
less. 

Mr.  Wheaton,  by  permission  of  the  house,  offered 
as  a substitute  for  Mr.  McClure’s  resolution,  one  ap- 
pointing a joint  committee  to  consider  the  expedien- 
cy of  giving  the  choice  of  electors  to  the  people  at 
the  present  session. 

[Much  discussion,  on  points  of  order,  took  place, 
and  the  speaker’s  decision,  in  several  instances,  was 
Severely  questioned — and  there  was  a great  deal  of 
warmth  expressed  by  different  members.  Finally, 
Mr.  Wheaton’s  substitute  for  Mr.  McClure’s  resolu- 
tion was  amended  to  read  as  follows: 

Resolved,  (if  the  senate  concur  herein),  That  it  is 
expedient  to  pass  a law  at  this  time,  giving  to  the  peo- 
ple of  this  state,  the  choice  of  electors  of  president 
and  vice  president  of  the  United  States. 

This  resolution  was  accepted,  68  to  45. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  resolution, 
when  it  passed,  75  to  14. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  as  follows: 

Ayes — Messrs.  Allen,  Baldwin,  Barstow,  Barlo, 
Benedict,  Blakely,  Campbell,  Carr,  Clark,  Coffin, 
Cook,  Cooper,  Crary,  Crolius,  Cunningham,  De  Witt, 
Drake,  Dunham,  Dunning,  Ells,  I.  Finch,  J.  Finch, 
Frost,  Furman,  Ganson,  Gardiner,  Gere,  Gove,  Ha- 
ger, II.  Halsey,  N.  Halsey,  Hudson,  Jansen,  Jones, 
Keflogg,  Klapp,  McClure,  McCrca,  Moncll,  Morss, 


Mullett,  Pell,  Pierson,  Pitts,  Rathbun,  Remer,  Riggs, 
Rockwell,  Russell,  Seaman,  E.  Smith,  J.  Smith,  L. 
Smith,  M.  H.  Smith,  P.  Smith,  P.  Spencer,  Stillman, 
Stihvell,  Stryker,  Tallmadge,  Thorne,  Tillotson, 
Town,  Tredwell,  Turner,  Van  Beuren,  Van  Orden, 
Wager,  Washburn,  Wheaton,  Wheeler,  Whipple, 
Whiting,  Wilkeson,  Wilkin. — 75. 

Noes — Messrs.  Ashley,  Barber,  Barnum,  Bellin- 
ger, Bevier,  Bov/ker,  Brown,  Curtiss,  Dickson,  Du- 
bois, Farlin,  A.  F.  Ferris,  B.  Ferris,  Fitch,  Flagg, 
Follett,  Grant,  Graves,  Ifosmer,  Howe,  Hubbard, 
Hyatt,  Latham,  Livingston,  Lyon,  Perine,  Pettit,  Pine, 
Price,  Root,  Huger,  Seely,  D/  Smith,  G.  Smith,  T. 
Spencer,  Stephens,  Stewart,  Stone,  Van  Alstyne, 
Van  Vlcck,  Waterman,  Winslow,  Wood,  Wood- 
worth— 44. 

In  tiie  afternoon  session,  Mr.  T.  Spencer  offered 
the  following  resolution — 

Resolved,  (as  the  sense  of  this  house),  That  no  un- 
expected incident  or  unforeseen  exigence,  which  re- 
quired immediate  legislation,  and  for  which  it  was  the 
design  of  the  constitution  to  provide,  in  granting  to 
the  executive  the  power  of  convening  the  legislature, 
at  times  not  provided  for  by  any  general  laws  of  the 
state,  has  transpired  since  the  recent  adjournment  of 
the  legislature,  and,  therefore,  that  the  late  procla- 
mation of  the  governor,  convening  the  legislature,  was 
an  indiscreet  exercise  of  the  executive  prerogative. 

Mr-  Spencer  supported  his  motion  at  some  length: 
he  considered  that  the  proclamation  was  the  result  of 
disappointed  ambition. 

[Mr.  Crolius  and  other  gentlemen  warmly  replied, 
and  there  was  a good  deal  of  “sharp  shooting.”  The 
house  adjourned  without  coming  to  a decision.] 

August  6.  Mr.  Livingston  introduced  a resolution 
requesting  the  senate  to  inform  the  house  what  dis- 
position they  had  made  of  the  resolution  relative  to 
giving  the  choice  of  electors  to  the  people,  which 
was  sent  to  them  the  day  previous. 

Mr.  Livingston  made  some  pointed  remarks  on  the 
course  pursued  by  the  senate,  as  to  that  resolution, 
which  he  considered  as  disrespectful  and  contemp- 
tuous, and  he  felt  it  his  duty  as  a member  of  the  house, 
to  call  on  them  for  information. 

The  resolution  passed,  with  but  one  or  two  dissent- 
ing voices. 

Mr.  T.  Spencer’s  resolution,  censuring  the  gover- 
nor, was  taken  up,  and,  after  considerable  debate, 
passed,  as  follows: 

Ayes — Messrs.  Allen,  Ashley,  Baldwin,  Barber, 
Barnum,  Bellinger,  Be\ier,  Brown,  Clark,  Curtiss, 
Daley,  De  Witt,  Dickson,  Dubois,  Edwards,  Ells, 
Farlin,  A.  F.  Ferris,  B.  Ferris,  I.  Finch,  Fitch,  Flagg, 
Follett,  Gere,  Grant,  Graves,  II.  Halsey,  Hosmer, 
Howe,  Hubbard,  Hudson,  Hyatt,  Jansen,  Judd,  La- 
tham, Livinston,  McClure,  Mullett,  Perine,  Pettit, 
Pins,  Price,  Remer,  Hoot,  Huger,  Russell,  Seely 
I).  Smith,  G.  Smith,  M.  H.  Smith,  P.  Spencer, 
T.  Spencer,  Stephens,  Stewart,  Stillman,  Stihvell, 
Stone,  Tillotson,  Van  Alstyne,  Van  Vleck,  Water- 
man, Wheeler,  Winslow,  Wood,  Woodworth — 66. 

Noes — Barstow,  Barto,  Benedict,  Blakely,  Camp- 
bell, Coffin,  Cook,  Cooper,  Crary,  Crolius,  Cunning- 
ham, Drake,  Dunham,  Dunning,  J.  Finch,  Fox, 
Frost,  Furman,  Ganson,  Gardiner,  Gove,  N.  Halsey, 
Jones,  Kellogg,  Klapp,  McCrea,  Monell,  Morss,  Pell, 
Pierson,  Pitts,  Rathbun,  Higgs,  Rockwell,  Seaman, 
E.  Smith,  J.  Smith,  L.  Smith,  P.  Smith,  Stryker, 
Tallmadge,  Thorne,  Town,  Tredwell,  Turner,  Van 
Beuren,  Van  Orden,  Washburn,  Wheaton,  Whipple, 
Whiting, Wilkeson,  Wilkin — 53. 

A message  was  received  from  the  senate  inform- 
ing the  house,  that,  inasmuch  as  they  had  passed  a re- 
solution on  the  third  instant,  that  they  had  been  un- 
constitutionally convened,  and  deemed  it.  improper  to 
legislate  on  any  question,  they  could  not  consent  to 
take  into  consideration  tbrj  '■ten  from  the  hc.^t 
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The  resolution  from  the  senate  to  adjourn,  which 
was  sent  to  the  house  on  Tuesday,  was  then  passed, 
and  the  house  adjourned  till  5 o’clock  in  the  afternoon, 
to  which  hour  the  senate  stood  adjourned. 

When  the  house  met  in  the  afternoon,  the  usual 
forms  were  gone  through,  and  the  house  adjourned, 
to  meet  again  according  to  law.  The  senate  also  ad- 
journed at  the  same  time. 


Republic  of  Chili. 

Deception  of  the  American  minister. 

The  following  interesting  account  of  the  reception 
of  our  minister,  (Mr.  Allen),  .to  the  government  of 
Chili,  is  extracted  from  the  Courier  de  Arauco,  of 
the  SOth  April,  recently  received  at  the  office  of  the 
National  Intelligencer. 

Interior.  Yesterday,  the  22d  April,  the  supreme 
director  of  the  state,  gave  his  first  public  audience  to 
the  honorable  Heman  Allen,  minister  plenipotentia- 
ry of  the  United  States  near  the  government  of  Chili. 

Mr.  Allen  requested  an  interview  with  the  minister 
of  state  for  foreign  relations,  in  which  he  exhibited, 
conformably  to  custom,  a copy  6f  his  credentials, 
and,  in  consequence,  was  admitted  to  a solemn  audi- 
ence, wrhich  took  place  yesterday,  with  the  greatest 
possible  pomp,  and  which  derived  additional  eclat 
from  the  general  joy  manifested  by  all  the  inhabitants 
of  the  capital. 

At  12  o’clock  of  the  day,  the  coaches  of  the  go- 
vernment, with  all  the  circumstance  of  etiquette, 
drove  to  the  residence  of  Mr.  Allen,  for  the  purpose 
of  conducting  him  to  the  directoral  palace.  He  was 
accompanied  by  the  gentleman  usher  of  ambassadors, 
and  other  gentlemen  of  the  government.  At  the 
fool  of  the  palace-stairs  were  in  waiting  the  aids-de- 
camp  of  the  supreme  direetor.  On  alighting  from 
the  coach,  the  national  standard  was  displayed,  ac- 
companied by  a salute,  from  the  batteries,  of  22  guns, 
and  the  guard  paid  to  the  plenipotentiary  directoral 
honors.  His  excellency,  accompanied  by  the  apos- 
tolic nuncio,  the  plenipotentiaries  of  Peru,  Buenos 
Ayres  and  Colombia,  and  other  individuals  of  the  di- 
plomatic corps,  and  all  the  authorities,  civil,  military 
and  ecclesiastical,  of  the  capital,  awaited  Mr.  Allen, 
in  the  hall  of  ambassadors,  into  which  he  was  intro- 
duced by  the  minister  of  foreign  relations;  who,  on 
presenting  him,  spoke  as  follows: 

“ Most  excellent  sir : I have  the  honor  of  presenting 
to  your  excellency  the  honorably  Heman  Allen, 
minister  plenipotentiary  of  the  United  States,  near 
the  government  of  Chili.  How  satisfactory  this  cir- 
cumstance must  be  to  me,  will  be  estimated  from  the 
interest  which  your  excellency,  the  authorities  and 
the  people  of  Chili,  take  in  drawing  close  the  rela- 
tions of  friendship  with  the  great  nation  which  has 
been  the  first  to  recognize  our  independence;  which, 
placed  at  the  front  of  the  American  continent,  will 
forever  be  the  safeguard  of  liberty;  and  which,  by 
its  act  of  generous  justice,  by  the  wisdom  of  its  insti- 
tutions, and  by  the  virtues  of  its  citizens,  commands 
our  admiration  and  our  gratitude.” 

Immediately  after  this,  Mr.  Allen  delivered  to  the 
supreme  director  his  letter  of  credence,  and  pronounc- 
ed the  following  address: 

“Most  excellent  sir:  The  United  States  of  America, 
being  deeply  impressed  with  the  importance  of  the 
events  which  have  released  this  country  from  fo- 
reign domination,  and  enabled  it  to  assume  a rank 
among  the  nations  of  the  earth,  have,  throughout  this 
momentous  struggle,  so  far  as  comported  'with  its 
neutral  character,  been  in  the  constant  exercise  of 
friendly  relations;  and  at  a time  best  calculated  to 
give  effect  to  the  act,  in  the  most  solemn  and  uncondi- 
tional manner,  recognized  the  independence  of 
Chili,  and  commissioned  me,  as  its  representative,  to 
reside  near  its  court,  for  the  purpose  of  cultivating 


the  relations  of  peace  and  friendship,  and  for  the  en~ 
terchange  of  mutually  kind  offices,  on  terms  of  the 
most  perfect  reciprocity,  between  the  two  nations. 

In  the  progress  of  this  great  work,  assuming,  as  is 
hoped,  for  its  only  basis,  the  sovereignty  of  the  people, 
and  the  equal  and  unalienable  rights  ‘of  man,  all  the  sym- 
pathies of  my  country  are  most  deeply  engaged. 
Difficult  and  arduous  may  yet  be  the  course  which 
remains  for  Chili  to  pursue;  but  a free  people  will 
never  dispair.  True  to  herself,  and  just  towards 
others,  she  may  bid  defiance  to  any  coalition  w'hich 
may  threaten  her  repose. 

In  the  mild  system  of  her  law's,  in  the  free  and  en- 
lightened institutions  of  her  country,  and  in  the  just 
and  lib eral  exercise  of  friendly  relations  with  other 
nations,  Chili,  it  is  believed,  is  destined  to  enjoy,  not 
only  happi  ness  at  home,  but  to  occupy  a distinguished 
rank  among  the  nations  of  the  world. 

Guard  well,  then,  an  inheritance  of  -such  high  va- 
lue; else  vain  and  ineffectual  will  have  been  the  ex- 
penditure of  the  public  treasure  which  has  thus  been 
created;  else  vain  will  have  flowed,  thus  freely,  the 
blood  of  your  heroes;  nay,  else  posterity  might  weep 
for  your  imbecility,  if  you  suffered  these  inestimable 
blessings  to  pass  from  you  but  with  the  last  ray  of 
your  existence. 

A new  era  has  arrived.  Ignorance  and  superstition, 
the  very  bane  of  civil  liberty,  are  every  where  giving 
place  to  virtue  and  intelligence,  and  the  progress  of 
the  human  mind,  before  which  tyrants  tremble,  bids 
fair  to  demolish,  in  its  course,  these  self-created  po- 
tentates, and  to  restore  man  to  the  rank  and  dignity 
which  his  Creator  allotted  to  him.  Shall  we,  then, 
by  our  exertions,  assist  in  the  completion  of  this  fair 
fabric,  or  supinely  suffer  the  superstructure  to  be  de- 
stroyed? Chili,  it  is  believed,  like  the  United  States 
of  Amerioa,  would  not  fail  to  embrace  the  former. 

From  the  representative  of  a free  people,  whose 
soil,  like  that  of  Chili,  is  unpolluted  by  the  feet  of 
tyrants,  these  sentiments  have  been  elicited:  may  they 
be  received  in  that  spirit  of  friendship  with  which 
they  have  been  submitted;  and,  under  the  Divine 
protection,  may  the  tree  of  liberty,  which  has  been 
reared  in  this  highly  favored  land,  and  consecrated  by 
the  blood  of  heroes,  continue  to  be  watered  by  the 
dews  of  Heaven,  expand  and  bear  rich  fruit  to  the 
remotest  time;  and  never,  oh!  never,  may  it  be  said 
of  this  rising  republic — She  once  wras  free,  she  once 
was  happy,  she  once  was  independent.” 

The  supreme  director  replied  as  follows: 

“The  government  of  Chili  is  happy  to  recognize,  in 
your  excellency,  the  worthy  minister  of  the  United 
States  of  America — of  thatjjjgr'eat  and  respectable  na- 
tion whose  law's  and  whose  civic  virtues  will  ever  be 
the  admiration  of  the  world.  Happy  will  it  be  for  Chili, 
should  she  be  able  to  discover  and  pursue  the  means 
of  drawing  close  the  relations  of  friendship  and  in- 
terest between  the  two  nations — for  this  alone  would 
be  sufficient  to  perpetuate  her  tranquility  and  happi- 
ness. In  the  meanwhile  your  excellency,  and  your 
nation,  will  accept  the  gratitude  of  the  people  of  Chili, 
for  the  generous  acknowledgment  of  their  indepen- 
dence; for  the  fovorable  disposition  which,  in  relation 
to  these  new' states,  is  manifested  by  the  president,  in 
his  late  message  to  the  sovereign  congress,  and  for 
the  honor  which  is  conferred  on  them  in  the  mission 
of  yotir  excellency.” 


Steam  Boat  Navigation. 

House  of  representatives — May  22,  1824. 
Report  of  the  committee  on  commerce,  accompanied 
by  a bill  for  regulating  of  steam  boats,  and  for  the 
security  of  passengers  therein. 

The  committee  of  commerce,  to  which  was  refer- 
red a resolution  instructing  them  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  providing  by  law,  that  no  license  to 
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navigate  any  of  the  waters  of  the  United  States,  shall 
be  granted  to  any  boat  or  vessel,  hereafter  built,  and 
moved  or  propelled  by  fire  or  steam,  upon  the  princi- 
ple of  construction,  commonly  called  “high  pres- 
sure;” nor  to  any  boat  or  vessel  heretofore  built,  and 
moved  or  propelled  by  fire  or  steam,  that  shall  here- 
after be  fitted  up,  or  provided  with  any  engine  or 
other  machine,  intended  to  move  or  propel  such  boat 
or  vessel,  upon  the  principle  of  construction  afore- 
said, respectfully  report: 


without  any  assistance  from  a vacuum,  and  are 
usually  calculated  for  a pressure  of  from  forty  to  one 
hundred  pounds  to  the  square  inch,  on  which  the 
power  of  the  engine  is  calculated — but,  in  case  of 
emergency,  the  force  may  be  multiplied  to  any  ex- 
tent to  which  the  temperature  of  steam  may  be  raised; 
so  that  an  engine  of  twenty  horse  power  may  be 
made  to  perform  the  work  of  a forty,  or  even  of  a 
hundred  horse  power.  This  effect,  however,  is  pro- 
duced at  the  risk  of  bursting  tfie  boiler,  and  endan- 


That  they  entered  upon  the  investigation  of  this  j geringthe  lives  of  the  passengers, 
subject  with  a deep  sense  of  its  importance,  and  a(  From  habitual  impunity,  the  engine  workers  disre- 
stron"-  conviction  of  the  great  difficulties  attending  gard  the  danger,  and  rather  than  suffer  a boat  to  pass 
any  legislative  interference  with  the  management  oi  them,  will  increase  the  pressure  of  the  steam  to  a 
so  extensive  a branch  of  business.  j dangerous  extent..  In  addition  to  this  risk,  accidents 

The  power  of  steamboats,  which  was  first  success-  may  occur  from  carelessness,  inattention  or  drunk- 
fully  applied  to  practical  purposes  in  the  United  enness. 

States,  is  now  in  extensive  and  general  use  on  all  the  j On  land  the  high  pressure  engine  is  not  subject  to 
waters  of  the  union ; its  application  on  the  great  rivers  1 the  same  objections.  The  power  of  the  steam,  in  the 
of  the  Mississippi  and  Onio,  has  contributed,  in  an  cmi- : first  instance,  is  calculated  for  the  work  to  be  done  in 
nent  degree,  to  the  prosperity  and  advancement  of  the  the  mills,  and  the  inducement/ to  augment  it  is  not 

1 very  great. 

Many  respectable  mechanics  and  engineers  in  this 


states  through  which  they  flown 

To  what  further  application  the  agency  of  steam  is! 


capable,  and  to  what  extent  it  may  be  carried,  by  the  country,  for  some  time  considered  that  the  improved 
science  and  ingenuity  of  our  mechanicians,  cannot;  boiler,  invented  by  Oliver  Evans,  obviated  the  objec- 
bc  anticipated;  and  your  committee  felt  averse  to , tions  to  high  pressure  engines;  the  late  melancholy 
fetter  or  discourage  the  ingenuity  and  skill  for  which  ' occurrence  onboard  the  Etna,  in  the  waters  of  New 
the  artists  of  this  country  are  so  distinguished;  no- 1 York  harbor,  must  have  undeceived  them.  The  en- 
thin",  therefore,  but  a consideration  of  what  is  clue  to  gine  in  this  boat  was  constructed  on  the  plan  of  that 
the  ^protection  of  individuals,  whose  safety  may  be  | skilful  mechanic,  and  was  furnished  with  all  the 


protection 

endangered  by  ignorance,  avarice,  or  inattention, 
from  which  they  have  not  the  power  to  protect  them- 


guardshis  ingenuity  could  devise. 

Your  committee,  from  this  view  of  the  subject,  are 


selves,  induces  your  committee  to  recommend  the  in-  j decidedly  of  opinion,  that  high  pressure  engines,  un- 


terposition  of  congress 


der  any  guard  that  could  be  appled  to  them,  are  not 


Your  committee  believe  it  to  be  the  universal  opi-  j as  safe  to  use  in  boats  as  those  of  low  pressure.  But, 
nion  of  all  persons  conversant  in  such  subjects,  that ; as  a vast  amount  of  property  is  invested  in  boats  pro- 
steam engines,  of  a certain  construction,  may  be  ap-|  pelled  by  high  pressure  steam  engines,  especially  on 
plied  to  passage  boats  with  the  most  perfect  security  ' the  Mississippi  and  Ohio  rivers,  they  forbear  to  rccom- 
to  the  passengers.  ! mend  the  adoption  of  any  measure  -which  would  go  to 

The  low  pressure  engine,  (commonly  known  as  the  J prohibit  their  use.  In  boats  loaded  differently,  at  dif- 
engine  of  Boulton  and  Watts),  consists,  besides  the ! ferent  times,  and  navigating  streams  where  the  cur- 
hoder  and  cylinder,  of  an  air  pump  and  condenser;  1 rent  is  often  of  unequal  velocity,  it  may  be  advan- 
on  opening  the  communication  with  the  condenser,!  tageous  to  use  an  engine  capable  of  receiving  anad- 
the  steam  on  one  side  of  the  piston  in  the  cylinder  is  ditional  power.  In  order, -however  , to  give  them  all 
condensed;  by  this  process  the  water  in  the  condenser  j the  security  of  which  they"  are  susceptible,  they  re- 
becomes heated,  and  is  drawn  oft’  by  the  air  pump,  and  | commend  that  all  boats,  propelled  by  steam,  should 
its  place  supplied  by  cold  water,  which  again  con-  j he  enrolled  at  the  port  nearest  to  the  place  from  or 
denscs  the  steam  now  collected  on  the  other  side  of'  to  which  they  proceed,  and  should  be  compelled  to 
the  piston.  The  size  of  the  air  pump  is  calculated  ! take  out  a coasting  license.  That  evpry  boiler  on 
to  free  the  condenser  of  a certain  quantity  of  water  J board  such  steam  boats  should  bo  composed  of 

of  a cast  iron 
being  liable  to  con- 
tract in  various  degrees,  in  different  places,  and  is, 
therefore,  more  liable  to  break  than  wrought  iron; 
and,  in  the  event  of  bursting,  the  fragments  are  scat- 
tered about  with  great  force,  whereas,  in  the  bursting 
of  a boiler  of  malleable  metal,  a simple  rending  gene- 
rally takes  place,  unless  under  a pressure  of  steam 
exceeding  2 or  300  lbs.  to  the  squares  inch. 

That  every  boiler  on  board  such  boat  should,  pre-. 
vious  to  the  boat  being  used  for  the  conveyance  of 
passengers,  be  submitted  to  the  inspection  of  one  or 
more  skilful  engineers,  or  other  persons  conversant 
with  the  sub  ject,  who  should  ascertain,  by  trial,  the 
strength  of  such  boiler,  and  should  certify  his  opinion 
of  its  sufficient  strength,  and  of  the  security  with 
which  it  might  be  employed  to  the  extent  proposed. 
That  every  such  boiler  should  be  provided  with  two 
sufficient  safety  valves,  one  of  which  should  be  inac- 
cessible to  tho  engine  worker,  and  the  other  accessi- 
ble to  him  and  the  persons  on  board  the  boat.  The 
inspectors  to  examine  the  safety  valves, 'and  certify 
what  is  the  pressure  at  which  such  safety  valves 


only,  in  proportion  to  the  size  of  the  cylinder,  and  as  j wrought  iron  or  copper.  The  strength  of  a cast  i 
this  quantity  of  water,  at  the  usual  temperature,  can  boiler  is  uncertain.  Cast  iron  being  liable  to  c 
only  condense  a specific  quantity  of  steam;  if  the 
steam  from  the  boiler  is  furnished  of  an  extremely 
high  temperature,  the  vacuum  of  the  cylinder  will  not 
be"  perfect,  and  consequently  the  engine  will  not, 
materially,  gain  in  power  by  increasing  the  force  of 
the  steam,  the  additional  pressure  being  not  more 
than  equal  to  the  loss  from  an  imperfect  vacuum. 

The  condensing  engine,  therefore,  when  constructed 
on  proper  principles,  merely  requires  a pressure  of 
steam  equal  to  that  of  the  atmosphere,  in  order  to 
drive  out  the  atmospheric  air,  and  to  supply  its  place 
with  steam,  which,  being  condensed,  forms  the 
vacuum,  giving  a pressure  of  about  14  pounds  on  the 
square  inch.  It  will  readily  be  perceived,  therefore, 
that,  with  low  pressure  engines,  there  is  little  induce- 
ment to  increase  the  pressure  of  steam  in  the  boiler, 
ar.d  as  the  utmost  that  can  be  produced  by  the  com- 
mon boiler  of  Boulton  and  Watts’  engine,  docs  not 
exceed  fifteen  to  eighteen  pounds  on  the  square  inch, 
there  is  less  danger  of  bursting  them,  and  the  damage 

arising  from  such  an  accident  is  scidom  more  than  I what  is  the  pressure  at  which  such  safety  valves  shall 
rending  the  boiler,  and  scalding  those  in  itsimmedi-j  open,  which  pressure  shall  not  exceed  one-third  of 


ate  vicinity,  without  doing  any  injury  to  the  boat, 
or  passengers  in  the  cabin.  The  high  pressure  en- 
gines are  driven  entirely  by  the  force  of  the  steam, 


that  by  which  the  boiler  has  been  proved,  nor  one- 
sixth  of  that  which,  by  calculation,  it  shall  be  reckon- 
ed able  to  sustain  in  high  pre-sun*  steam  engines:  r 
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one-half  the  -pressure  by  which  the  boiler  has  been  i 
proved,  nor  one-third  of  what,  by  calculation,  it  shall 
be  reckoned  able  to  sustain,  if  a low  pressure  engine. 
That  a penalty  shall  be  inflicted  on  any  person  plac- 
ing additional  weight  on  either  of  the  safety  valves. 

Further  to  corroborate  the  opinion  of  your  commit-  j 
tee  on  the  superior  safety  of  low  pressure  engines,  | 
they  subjoin  part  of  a report  made  by  a committee  of  I 
the  city  council  of  Philadelphia,  raised  to  inquire  j 
what  regulations  were  necessary  to  procure  the  safety  : 
of  passengers  in  steam  boats.  That  committee  con-  j 
suited  scientific  men  of  eminence;  professor  Cooper, 
Mr.  Graff  and  Mr.  Jacob  Perkins,  and  obtained  from 
them  the  following  detailed  opinions. 

The  opinions  of  such  men  carry  with  them  great 
weight,  and  it  is  believed  that  the  precautions  re- 
commended by  them,  arejhe  same  as  those  proposed 
by  your  committee.  The  committee,  therefore,  report 
a bill. 


Emigration  to  Hayti. 

The  following  letter,  from  the  secretary  of  the  re- 
public of  Hayti,  to  the  rev.  Mr.  Paul,  of  Boston,  may 
be  interesting  to  our  readers.  It  is  extracted  from  the 
Christian  Watchman. 

LIBERTY.  EQUALITY. 

REPUBLIC  OF  HAYTI. 

Port-atj-Prince,  June  25, 1824. 

2 1st  of  Independence. 

B.  Ixginac,  general  of  brigade,  secretary  general  to 
his  excellency,  the  president  of  Hayti. 

To  the  rev.  Thomas  Paul , Boston — 

Sir — I have  received,  with  lively  satisfaction,  your 
esteemed  letter  of  the  12th  of  May  last,  by  Brown 
and  four  of  his  companions,  who  have  arrived  at  this 
port  in  the  brig  William,  captain  Nowell,  from  Bos- 
ton. I have  sent  these  five  young  men  to  one  of  my 
coffee  plantations,  where  I hope  they  will  be  content- 
ed; if  they  are  industrious  and  sober,  they  will  be 
happy,  for  there  they  will  find  sufficient  to  make  them 
so.  They  had  written  you  before  going  there,  and  I 
hope  will  not  delay  to  make  known  to  you  the  satis- 
faction which  they  enjoy. 

I thank  you  for  the  care  you  have  taken  to  send 
these  five  men,  and  I have  still  room  for  a dozen, 
which  you  may  address  to  me  with  confidence;  in  so 
doing,  we  shall  contribute  to  assuage  the  misery  of 
our  people,  by  leading  them  to  gain  a livelihood 
without  humiliation  and  disgrace. 

I shall  continue  to  pay  the  passages  of  those  who 
come,  and  who  will  engage  to  place  themselves  on  my 
plantations,  to  receive  half  of  its  products,  as  I have 
done  for  these  five  who  have  arrived,  according  to 
the  annexed  receipt. 

I am  happy  to  learn  that  you  had  an  agreeable 
voyage,  and  found,  on  your  return,  your  family  in 
good  health;  I congratulate  you  on  this  pleasure,  and 
pray  you  to  make  my  compliments  to  them,  and  ac- 
cept th/e  thanks  of  my  family  for  your  remembrance 
of  them. 

Plis  excellency  the  president  of  Hayti  has  received 
your  letter  with  much  pleasure,  and  desired  me  to 
assure  you  of  its  reception,  and  begs  you  to  believe 
the  high  consideration  he  bears  you,  and  the  pleasure 
be  would  receive  on  seeing  you  again  in  this  republic. 
I am  desirous  of  informing  you,  that  the  president  of 
Hayti,  with  a view  of  offering  to  the  decendants  of 
Africans,  who  groan  in  the  United  States  in  misery 
and  humiliation,  an  asylum,  where  they  will  have 
the  means  of  enjoying  the  invaluable  rights  of  equal 
laws  and  citizenship,  has  just  sent  to  New  York  Citi- 
zen Jonathan  Granville,  to  co-operate  with  the  so- 
ciety in  that  city  for  the  promotion  of  emigration  to 


Hayti;  all  descendants  of  Africans,  who  wish  to 
come,  and  will  engage  themselves  in  agriculture,  the 
mechanic  arts,  or  in  any  honest  industry,  the  go- 
vernment of  Hayti  will  advance  the  charges  of  5ie 
passages  of  those  who  cannot  pay  it  themselves,  and 
provide  for  them,  on  their  arrival,  the  means  of  sub- 
sistence, until  they  can  procure  it  themselves  by  their 
labor. 

I write  to-day  to  the  said  citizen  Granville,  invit- 
ing him  to  correspond  with  you.  His  address  is  at 
New  York,  at  the  house  of  Charles  Collins , near  the 
Franklin  bank.  I request  you  also  to  write  to  him. 

I exhort  you  to  continueyour  efforts  to  send  us  the 
descendants  of  Africans,  who  are  with  you  in  Boston. 
Preserve  your  health;  and  receive  the  assurance  of 
my  highest  consideration.  B.  INGINAC. 

P.  S.  I have  read,  with  much  pleasure,  the  pam- 
phlets you  Lave  had  the  goodness  to  send  me. 


CHRONICLE. 

Henry  Johnson , esq.  formerly  of  the  senate  of  the 
U.S.  has  been  elected  governor  of  Louisiana,  and  Ed- 
icard  Livingston  the  representative  to  congress,  from 
the  district  of  New  Orleans. 

The  United  States  schooner  Beagle,  arrived  at 
New-York,  on  the  3d  inst.  Her  late  commander, 
lieutenant  N.  L.  Montgomery,  died  on  the  30th  ult- 
off  Cape  Hatteras. 

Legislature  of  Tennessee.  Owing  to  some  error  .in 
the  proceedings  of  the  last  session  of  the  legislature, 
in  regard  to  the  election  of  president  and  vice  presi- 
dent, the  governor  has  called  an  extra  session,  to  be 
held  on  the  third  Monday  in  September  next. 

Termination  of  slavery.  The  period  fixed  by  law. 
for  the  termination  of  slavery,  in  the  state  of  New- 
York,  is  the  4th  of  July,  1S27.  According  to  the  cen- 
sus of  1S20,  there  are  29,279  free  persons  of  color, 
and  10,082  slaves,  in  that  state. 

Internal  improvement.  Ttie  receipts  for  toll  on  the 
New  York  canal,  for  four  months,  ending  on  the  1st 
inst.  amounted  to  $130,672  49. 

Boring  for  icater.  Levi  Disbrow,  a mechanic  at 
New  Brunswick,  (N.  J.)  has  succeeded  in  bringing  up 
a stream  of  pure  soft  water,  by  perforating  the  earth, 
to  the  depth  of  160  feet. 

Philadelphia.  It  has  been  ascertained  that  the 
usual  consumption  of  water,  in  warm  weather,  in  this 
city,  is  1,600,009  gallons  per  day;  in  cold  weather, 
1.250,000  gallons. 

Churches.  Several  churches  have  recently  been 
sold  by  the  sheriff  in  Philadelphia.  The  Dutch  Re- 
formed church,  w'hich  cost  12,000,  was  sold  for  $1,300, 
and  the  Baptist  church  in  Sansom  street,  which  was 
erected  at  a cost  of  from  30  to  40,000  for  $3,500!! 

Boston  schools.  In  the  estimate  of  the  expenditures 
of  Boston,  for  the  current  year,  is  an  item  of 
$7S,220,  for  salaries  of  schoolmasters,  primary 
schools  and  school  houses. 

Imprisonment  for  debt.  A young  woman,  about  19 
years  of  age,  with  a child  at  her  breast,  was  last 
week  lodged  in  dose  confinement  in  Springfield,  Mas- 
sachusetts, jail,  for  the  non-payment  of  a debt  of 
six  or  eight  dollars. 

A poor  fellow,  who  foolishly  resisted  a constable, 
that  was  about  imprisoning  him  for  a small  debt,  was 
laid  hold  of  by  some  of  the  city  guard  of  New  Orleans, 
and  confined,  without  a commitment,  in  a dungeon  un- 
der the  mayor’s  office,  called  the.  black-hole , W’here, 
horrid  to  relate,  he  died  of  suffocation!  ! 

Mobile , .Bahama.  The  exports  from  Mobile  dur- 
ing the  present  season,  up  to  the  30th  of  June,  are  as 
follows:  Cotton,  (including  5008  bales  from  Blakely), 
43,732  bales;  lumber,  S28,S03  feet;  staves,  640,554. 
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LETTER  FROM  TIIF.  EDITOR. 

Nev'-  York,  August  14. 

Df.ar  William — As  it  is  according  to  our  invariable 
practice  to  give  both  sides  of  a question,  and  a4*  it  will 
make  a proper./mis/t  of  the  present  volume  of  the  Re- 
gister, you  will  proceed  to  insert  Mr.  Webster’s 
speech  on  the  tariff,  which  should  almost  naturally 
follow  Mr.  Clay’s.  With  this  speech  it  is  my  design  to 
conclude  the  general  discussion  of  that  great  subject, 
though  I shall  carefully  glean  from  my  files  some  por- 
tion of  the  highly  interesting  and  important  statistical 
matter  which  was  furnished  by  different  gentlemen 
while  the  question  was  debated"  in  congress.  Before 
the  next  volume  is  commenced,  I shall  be  at  my  post, 
unless  prevented  by  acts  not  within  ray  own  control, 
and  l hope  that,  with  renewed  industry  and  increased 
strength,  I shall  be  able  to  make  up  any  lee-way  which 
my  absence  may  have  occasioned. 

The  information  that  I have  obtained  as  to  men 
and  things  during  my  journey,  I cannot  help  believ- 
ing will  prove  profitable  to  myself,  and,  possibly,  use- 
ful to  others;  and  it  is  my  design  freely  to  give  my 
opinions  as  to  certain  transactions  that  have  pas- 
sed under  my  own  observation.  To  prepare  myself 
for  this,  I shall  pay  a short  visit  to  Boston,  that,  on 
the  summit  of  Bunker’s  Hill,  I may  seriously  reflect 
on  the  subject  and  determine  the  point — whether  it 
is  best  that  the  free  people  of  the  United  States  shall 
exert  their  own  discretion  “in  the  management  ofl 
their  own  affairs,”  or  yield  themselves  up  to  juntos  and 
regencies  of  persons  “seeking  power  and  forgetting 
right!”  I confess  that  I have  not  much  doubt  on  the 
matter! — but  if  any  one  will  designate  the  spot  where- 
on WARREN,  the  first  great  martyr  to  our  liberties, 
fell,  I will,  on  that  spot,  resolve  what  it  shall  appear 
to  be  required  of  me  to  do,  with  the  small  means  that 
I possess,  on  an  occasion  so  interesting  to  the  repub- 
lic. 

Arrival  of  gen.  La  Fayette.  It  is  with  feelings 
of  the  utmost  pleasure  wc  announce  the  arrival  of 
this. distinguished  soldier  and  patriot  of  the  revolu- 
tion. He  came  passenger  in  the  Cadmus  from  Havre, 
accompanied  by  his  son,  George  Washington  La  Fa- 
yette, and  arrived  at  the  quarantine  ground,  near 
New  York,  on  the  15th  inst.  He  landed  from  the 
Cadmus  at  an  early  hour  in  the  morning,  and  repaired 
to  the  dwelling  of  the  vice-president  on  Staten  Island. 

Immediately  on  his  arrival  being  known,  he  was 
waited  on  by  a committee  of  the  corporation  of  New 
York  and  agreat  number  of  distinguished  citizens.  He 
is  in  “excellent  health,  full  of  conversation  and  re- 
joiced, beyond  measure,  in  having  his  foot  upon 
American  ground.” 

On  the  following  day  he  was  conducted  to  the  city 
amidst  every  demonstration  of  joy  that  a grateful  peo- 
ple could  bestow,  reflecting  the  highest  credit  on  the 
patriotic  citizens  of  New  York,  and  a just  tribute  to 
the  veteran  whose  blood  and  treasure  so  essentially 
contributed  to  the  enjoyment  of  our  present  blessings. 

The  following  interesting  particulars  arc  extracted 
frem  the  New  York  “ Commercial  Advertiser 

The  committee  having  chartered  the  steam  ship 
Robert  Fulton,  and  the  steam  boats  Chancellor  Liv- 
ingston. Oliver  Ellsworth,  Henry  Eckford,  Connecti- 
cut, Bellona,  Olive  Branch,  Nautilus,  &c.  they  were 
all  superbly  dressed  with  flags  and  streamers  of  every 
nation,  and  directed  to  meet  and  form  an  aquatic 
Vol.  \'X'  I— 


escort  between  the  south  part  of  the  Battery  and  G~* 
vernor’s  Island,  and  thence  proceed  in  order  to  Pla- 
ten Island.  The  squadron,  bearing  six  thousand  of 
our  fellow-citizens,  majestically  took  its  course 
towards  Staten  Island,  there  to  take  on  board  our 
long  expected  and  honored  gusst.  At  1 o’clock  the 
fleet  arrived  at  Sla.ten  Island,  and  in  a few  minutes,  a 
landau  wras  seen  approaching  the  hotel,  near  the 
ferry.  The  general,  the  vice-president  and  the  ex- 
governor,  Ogden,  of  New- Jersey,  having  alighted,  a 
procession  was  formed,  and  the  venerable  stranger, 
supported  by  these  gentlemen,  followed  by  all  the 
officers  of  the  island,  and  a crowd  of  citizens,  passing 
through  a triumphal  arch,  round  which  was  tactefully 
entwined  the  French  and  American  colors.,  lie  was 
here  met  by  the  committee  of  the  common  council, 
who  conducted  him  on  board  the  Chancellor.  On 
entering  this  splendid  vessel,  the  marines  paid  him 
military  honors.  He  was  now  introduced  to  the 
committees  from  most  of  our  honored  associations, 
and  the  general  officers  representing  the  infantry. 
The  West-Point  band  all  this  time  were  playing  “See 
the  conquering  Hero  comes,”  “ On  pent  onetre  mieux ,” 
“Hail  Columbia,”  and  the  “Marsellais  Hymn.”  The 
steam  ship  now  fired  a salute,  and  the  whole  squad- 
ron got  under  way  for  the  city. 

Decidedly  the  rpost  interesting  sight  was  the  recep- 
tion of  the  general  by  his  old  companions  in  arms: 
Colonel  Marinus  Willet,  now  in  his  cigty-fifth  year, 
general  Van  Cortland,  general  Clarkson,  and  other 
revolutionary  worthies.  He  knew  and  remembered 
them  all.  It  was  a re-union  of  a long  separated  family. 

After  the  ceremony  of  embracing  and  congratula- 
tions -were  over,  he  sat  down  alongside  of  colonel 
Willet,  who  grew  young  again  and  fought  all  his  bat- 
tles over.  “Do  you  remember,”  said  he,  “at  the 
battle  of  Monmouth*  I was  a volunteer  aid  to  general 
Scott?  I saw  you  in  the  heat  of  battle.  You  were 
but  a- boy,  but  you  were  a serious  and  sedate  lad. 
Aye,  aye;  T remember  well.  And  on  the  Mohawk,  I 
sent  you  fifty  Indians,  and  you  wrote  me,  that  they  set- 
up such  a yell  that  they  frightened  the  British  horse, 
and  they  ran  one  way  and  the  Indians  another.” 

No  person  who  witnessed  this  interview,  will  ever 
forget  it;  many  an  honest  tear  was  shed  on  the  occa- 
sion. 

He  landed  amidst  the  cheers  and  acclamations  of 
30,000  people,  who  filled  the  Castle,  Battery  and  sur- 
rounding grounds  within  sight. 

After  partaking  of  some  refreshment,  the  whole  ca- 
valcade moved  in  the  direction  of  the  City  Hall.  The 
general  rode  uncovered,  and  received  the  unceasing 
shouts  and  the  congratulations  of  50,000  freemeo, 
with  tears  and  smiles,  which  bespoke  how  deeply  ho 
felt  the  pride  and  glory  of  the  occasion. 

After  the  ceremonies  of  presentation,  See.  at  the 
City  Hall,  he  was  conducted  to  his  lodgings  at  tbp  City 
Hotel,  and  he  had  the  extraordinary  condescension 
and  good  feeling  to  come  out  and  shake  hands  with 
six  or  seven  hundred  American  youths,  the  future 
conservators  of  his  fame.  This  circumstance  has 
planted  in  the  minds  of  these  little  ones,  the  strongest 
affection  for  the  man,  which  will  go  with  them  through 
life,  and  endure  till  its  close. 

Such  is  a faint  outline  of  the  proceedings  of  a day 
which  shines  proudly  in  the  annals  of  our  country — 
proceedings  which  were  more  brilliant  than  any  that 
have  ever  been  witnessed  in  America,  and  which  will 
rarely,  if  ever,  be  equalled. 


m 
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La  Fayette  was  dear  to  the  Maryland  statesmen 
and  soldiers  of  1776  and  1784:  in  proof  of  which, 
among  other  evidences,  we  invite  the  attention  of 
our  readers  to  the  following  preamble  and  law  ex- 
tending to  him  the  right  of  citizenship.  They  breathe 
the  warm  and  strong  feelings  of  those  who  knew  him 
well.  _ They  speak  a language  to  which  the  heart  of 
every  Marylander,  we  hope  and  doubt  not,  responds, 
at  this  time,  in  cheerful  and  hearty  accordance. 

[Fredericktown  Herald. 

An  act  to  naturalize  major  general  the  marquis  de 
La  Fayette,  and  his  heirs  male,  forever.  [Passed 
Nov.  session,  1784.] 


Disturbances  continued  in  Ireland.  A respectable 
protestant  was  literally  stoned  to  death  in  Scariff  by 
the  catholics. 

Lord  Byron’s  remains  have  been  conveyed  toT.ng- 
land.  The  body  was  to  be  entombed  at  Nottingham 
on  the  16th  July. 

France.  The  annual  budget  had  been  under  discus- 
sion in  the  French  chambers,  and  met  with  no  very 
strong  opposition.  The  remarks  of  some  of  the  de- 
puties were  marked  with  hostility  to  every  principle 
bordering  on  liberal. 

On  Monday,  the  5th  July,  the  Americans  in  Paris 
celebrated  the  anniversary  of  American  indepen-’ 


Whereas  the  general  assembly  of  Maryland,  anxious  j dence.  General  La  Fayette  was  present  and  gave 
to  perpetuate  a name  dear  to  the  state,  and  to  reeog-  j the  following  toast: 

nize  the  marquis  de  La  Fayette  as  one  of  its  citizens,  “To  the  holy  alliance  of  all  the  friends  of  liberty 

who,  at  the  age  of  19,  left  his  native  country,  and  risk- j and  equality,  and  may  the  enemies  of  the  cause  of 

ed  his  life  in  the  late  revolution;  who,  on  his  joining  | independence  never  succeed  in  their  intrigues  to  di- 

the  American  army,  after  being  appointed  by  congress  j vide  where  they  cannot  conquer.” 

to  the  rank  of  major  general,  disinterestedly  refused  j Countess  de  Noailles,  the  mother  of  general  La 

the  usual  reward  of  command,  and  sought  only  to  de-  J Fayette,  recently' died  in  Paris. 

serve,  what  he  attained,  the  character  of  patriot  and  Charles  Le  Brun,  known  as  third  consul  during  the 

soldier;  who,  when  appointed  to  conduct  an  incur-  time  of  the  consular  government,  has  also  departed 

sion  into  Canada,  called  forth,  by  his  prudence  and  ! this  life. 

extralordinary  discretion,  the  approbation  of  con-  | Spain.  Accounts  from  Cadiz  complain  of  an  ex- 
gress;  who,  at  the  head  of  an  army  in  Virginia,  baffled  j ceeding  drought  which  has  destroyed  nearly  all  vege- 
the  manoeuvres  of  a distinguished  general,  andexcit-  j tation.  The  w'ells  and  springs  are  all  dried  up,  and 
ed  the  admiration  of  the  oldest  commanders;  who  j man  and  beast  are  languishing  under  this  afflicting 
early  attracted  the  notice  and  obtained  the  friendship  i calamity. 

of  the  illustrious  general  Washington;  and  who  la-  j Portugal.  The  king  of  Portugal,  it  is  said,  has  ap-. 
bored  and  succeeded  in  raising  the  honor  and  name  j plied  to  the  British  government  for  the  use  of  troops 
of  the  United  States  of  America:  Therefore,  | to  check  the  turbulence  of  his  subjects;  and  it  is  fur- 

Be  it  enactedby  the  general  assembly  of  Maryland,  That  1 ther  stated,  as  a fact,  admitting  of  no  doubt,  that  the 
{he  marquis  de  La  Fayette,  and  his  heirs  male  for-  j British  government  had  acceded  to  the  request,  and 
ever,  shall  be,  and  they,  and  each  of  them,  are  here-  ; were  on  the  point  of  sending  Hanoverian  troops  to 
by  deemed,  adjudged,  and  taken  to  be  natural  born  Lisbon,  and  that  transports  had  been  taken  up  for 
citizens  of  this  state,  and  sbairhenceforth  be  entitled  that  purpose.  Later  accounts  say,  that,  in  “addition 
to  all  the  immunities,  rigths  and  privileges  of  natural  to  the  Hanoverians,  a detachment  of  English  marines 
born  citizens  thereof,  they  and  every  one  of  them  i has  been  ordered  to  the  Tagus,  who  are  to  embark 
conforming  to  the  constitution  and  laws  of  this  state,  j forthwith.” 
in  the  enjoyment  and  exercise  of  such  immunities, 
rights  and  privileges, 


[There  was  a similar  act  passed  by  the  legislature 
of  Virginia,  and,  perhaps,  also  by  other  states.] 


The  Infant  don  Miguel  is  making  a great  figure  in 
Paris. 


Black  Rock  harbor. 


Germany.  A caucus  of  the  allied  ministers  has 
been  held  at  the  residence  of  Prince  Metternich — 
ostensibly  to  regulate  the  affairs  of  Germany. 

0.  , ..  r The  total  population  of  the  German  confederation 

Since  the  1st  of  June,  ^30  , may  pe  divided  into  nearly  17,000,000  millions  of 


rods  of  the  mole  or  pier,  which  is  to  form  the  outer 
limit  of  Black  Rock  harbor,  has  been  constructed  in 


catholics,  13,000,000  of  protestants,  and  200,000 
Jews.  These  are  scattered  over  a superfices  of 


the  most  rapid  and  difficult  part  of  the  river,  where  J ] 1 7S 70  demi  square  miles  of  Germanv.  The  federal 
the  avferage  depth  of  the  water  is  from  14  to  la  feet.  ! army  jn  time  of  peace,  is  fixed  at301,7S0  men,  and  in 
It  is  said  there  are  near  200  rods  more  to  be  made,  i tjme  0f  war  at  432  670. 
about  150  of  which  will  be  put  down  by  the  10th  of  j . „ , ’ , 

September,  which,  it  is  thought,  will  be  sufficient  for  j Two  hundred  and  fifty  students  have  been 

easy  passages  of  sloops  into  and  out  of  the  harbor,  impelled  the  university  of  Halle,  in  Prussia;  suppos- 
and  also  for  the  supply  of  the  canal  with  water.  Great  i ec^  011  account  °f  their  political  principles, 
progress  had  also  been  made  with  the  dam  and  lock  j Russia.  The  emperor  of  Russia  has  been  elected  a 
thatare  to  connect  Squaw  island  with  the  main  land,  j member  of  the  Horticultural  society  of  London, 
and  to  raise  the  harbor  to  the  level  of  the  lake.  It  is  I The  differences  with  the  Porte  have  been  amicably 
anticipated  that  the  harbor  will  be  so  far  completed  J settled. 

as  to  b«  filled  with  water  and  ready  for  use  in  the  An  Ukase,  to  the  effect,  that  no  Russian  functionary 
month  of  November  next.  CllThe  whole  expense  of  ; shall  publish,  without  special  permission,  any  work 
this  magnificent  work,”  says  the  Norfolk  Beacon,  | in  any  language  whatever,  which  treats  of  the  domes- 
“ which  is  calculated  not  only  to  afford  a safe  and  spa-  tic  or  foreign  affairs  of  the  empire,  has  been  issued  by 
cious  harbor  for  lake  vessels;  but  to  serve  as  a sub-  J order  of  the  emperor, 
stilute  for  two  and  a half  miles  of  expensive  capal, 
will  be  15,000  dollars  less  than  it  would  cost  to  make 
a simple  boat  canal,  along  the  shore,  to  the  lake,  by 
the  most  convenient  route;  and  100,000  less  than  it 
Would  cost  to  extend  the  canal  to  the  lake,  by  the  way 


of  Buffalo  creek.” 


Turkey  and  Greece.  Accounts  have  been  received 
in  London,  confirming  the  account  of  the  defeat  of  the 
Turkish  commander  in  chief.  The  Turkish  troops 
fought  with  more  courage  than  usual,  and  for  a time 
the  issue  of  the  contest  seemed  doubtful.  In  the  end, 
however,  the  patriotic  defence  of  the  Greeks  pre- 
| vailed,  and  the  pacha  was  compelled,  with  some  loss, 

foreign  news.  j to  make  a retreat  to  Larissa,  where  he  was  to  wait 

From  London  papers  to  July  12.  i for  reinforcements  from  Romelia.  From  the  same 

Great  Britain  and  Ireland.  Tamahamalu,  wife  of  j source  we  learn  that  the  corps  of  Constantine  Boz- 

flie  king  of  the  Saudwhich  Islands,  died  in  London  on  zaris,  and  the  troops  of  the  pacha  of  Scutari,  had  met, 
.the  8th  July.  • and  that  an  engagement  had  taken  place,  which  muse 
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}Jave  terminated  favorably  to  the  Creeks,  as  Constan-  f 
tine  remained  in  possession  of  the  field,  and  the  j 
Turks  had  fallen  back  10  and  20  leauges,  in  all  di- 
rections. 

The  Turkish  expedition  against  Scioto  and  north  of 
Ncgropont,  had  failed.  The  Turks  have  been  de- 
feated near  Thermopylae,  and  many  prisoners  have 
fallen  into  the  hands  of  the  Greeks. 

Frince  Mavrocordato,  the  Greek  president,  has 
marched  against  the  Turks,  under  Omer  \ ironi,  with 
every  prospect  of  victory. 

Perfect  harmony  prevails  in  Greece.  The  chiefs 
conduct  themselves  well,  and  it  was  anticipated  that  j 
the  next  campaign  would  be  glorious  to  their  cause.  I 

The  Greek  government  have  ratified  the  loan  nc-  ■ 
go  mated  in  England. 

Buenos  Ayres.  The  political  and  internal  affairs  of  j 
this  province,  are  represented  as  being  in  a very  pros-  j 
porous  condition.  The  election  of  a new  governor  j 
has  taken  place  without  wny  disturbance,  it  being  the  j 
only  instance  where  there  lias  been  a change  in  the  j 
executive  without  the  aid  of  military  force.  A re- 
union of  the  provinces  of  Rio  de  la  Plata  is  in  con- i 
templation,  and  representatives  from  most  of  which, 
have  already  been  elected  for  the  national  congress, 
to  be  assembled  at  Buenos  Ayres. 

In  1S23,  there  were  imported  into  the  states  of 
Buenos  Ayres,  of  British  manufacture,  6,307  packages 
of  cotton  goods,  233  packages  of  thread,  1,984  packa- 
ges of  woollens,  67  of  silk,  20  of  stockings,  123  of  boots 
and  shoes,  550  of  linens,  1,669  of  cutlery,  2,508  bbls. 
of  porter  and  ale,  2,000  crates  of  earthen  ware,  glass,  I 
&c.  the  whole  valued  at  1,300,000  pounds  sterling. 

Peru.  The  following  are  given  as  the  particulars 
attending  the  revolution  in  the  castles  of  Callao,) 
which  occurred  on  the  5th  February  last — “Many 
months  before  this  accident  happened,  the  troops, 
consisting  of  Buenos  Ayreans,  Chilenos  and  Colom- 
bians demanded  their  pay — for  want  of  funds  the  go- 
vernment could  not  comply,  but  put  them  off  with 
the  promise  that  they  should  be  paid  as  soon  as  the 
interior  of  Peril  should  be  conquered.  This  under- 
i 'king,  however,  failed,  and  the  defeated  army  return- 
ed to  Lima,  where  they  immediately  renewed  their 
demands  to  the  then  president  of  the  Junta,  the 
marquis  don  Bernard  Toare  Tagle,  who  was  unable 
to  satisfy  them,  and  sent  the  revolutionary  troops 
alone  to  Callao  to  relieve  the  garrison  there.  Seeing 
it  in  their  power  now  to  demand  their  wages,  often  or 
eleven  months  arrears,  by  force,  they  revolted,  and 
hoisted  the  Spanish  flog  instead  of  their  own,  under 
the  hope  that  they  would  enforce  payment  in  this 
manner.” 

Chili.  The  territory  of  Chili  extends  north  and 
south  from  the  cape  of  Hornos  to  the  desert  of  Ata- 
cama, and  from  east  to  west,  from  the  Cordilleras  of 
the  Andes  to  the  Pacific  ocean;  including  all  the  adja- 
cent islands,  together  with  the  archipelago  of  Cbiloe, 
and  the  inlands  of  Juan  Fernando?:,  Mocha  and  Santa. 
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Died,  at  his  residence  near  Philadelphia,  on  the 
16th  inst.  the  venerable  Charles  Thompson,  well  known 
;\»thc  secretary  of  the  revolutionary  congress  and 
revered  for  his  general  worth.  Had  it  pleased  Pro- 
vidence to  have  spared  his  life  a little  longer,  what 
an  interesting  meeting  wrould  have  taken  place  be- 
tween him  and  La  Fayette 

Baltimore  Athenaeum-  On  Tuesday  the  10th  instantthe 
corner  stone  of  the  Baltimore  Athenaeum  was  laid,  | 
at  the  intersection  of  St.  Paul’s  lane  and  New  Church 
street.  j 

Slave  trade.  There  are  at  this  time  eleven  vessels  fit- 
ting out  at  the  Havana  for  the  purpose  of  bringing 
slaves  from  Africa. 

JVavJicnl  accuracy*  The  frank  across  the  Atlantic 


is  so  well  understood  by  American  navigators,  that 
the  Frances,  lately  arrived  at  Norfolk  from  Liverpool, 
spoke  no  less  than  three  of  the  New  York  line  ships, 
the  Pacific,  W.Thompson,  and  Canada,  on  her  passage* 

Mammoth  ship.  The  large  ship  built  near  Quebec, 
was  launched  on  the  27th  July.  Her  name  is  the  Co- 
lumbus. She  is  300  feet  long  and  of  proportionate 
breadth,  although  her  depth  is  less  than  that  of  a com- 
mon sea  vessel.  Her  strength  is  equal  tohercxtraor 
dinary  dimensions,  and  she  contains,  although  ,but 
half  loaded,  5000  tons  of  timber 

One  hundred  and  twenty  Swriss  emigrants,  have  ar- 
rived at  Alexandria,  D.  C.  from  Berne — they  are  a 
hardy  and  valuable  class  of  society,  and  will  be  useful 
members  of  the  state  (Ohio),  in  which  they  purpose 
to  settle. 

Breach  of  the  promise  of  marriage.  Two  thousand 
dollars  has  been  recently  recovered  in  Harrodsburg, 
Ky.  in  a suit  for  breach  of  the  marriage  promise. 

New- York.  A tragic  event  occurred  recently  in 
New  York;  the  following  are  the  particulars: 

A deputy  sheriff  called  at  a respectable  boarding- 
house in  that  city  with  a writ  for  two  young  men  of 
t he  name  of  Hart,  brothers,  who  had  just  returned 
from  an  excursion  to  the  springs.  They  expressed 
their  readiness  to  attend  the  sheriff,  and  asked  per- 
mission to  go  to  their  lodging-room  for  their  hats. 
This  was  granted;  but  having  remained  longer  than 
was  expected,  the  sheriff  requested  the  landlord  to 
ascertain  if  they  had  really  gone  to  their  room.  He 
knocked  at  their  door,  when  immediatly  he  heard  the 
report  of  a pistol,  which  was  followed  in  a few  se- 
conds by  another.  On  entering  the  room,  it  was 
found  that  both  the  young  men  had  destroyed  them- 
selves, having  apparently  each  placed  a pistol  in  his 
mouth,  and  literally  bio wrn  to  atoms  the  upper  parts 
of  their  heads. 

These  unfortunate  young  men  had  transacted  busi- 
ness at  Mayaguez,  Porto  Rico,  under  the  firm  of  J. 
and  R.  Hart.  From  this  place,  it  is  said,  they  abscond- 
ed some  months  since,  in  a vessel  which  they  had 
purchased  and  loaded  on  credit;  and,  after  visiting 
Currdcoa,  Havana  and  Jamaica,  and  disposing  of  the 
vessel  and  cargo,  arrived  in  New  York  a few'  weeks 
since. 

Fall  of  earth.  A letter  form  Addison,  Maine, 
slates,  “we  have  had  two  instances,  about  ten 
days  since,  of  a large  body  of  earth  sliding  from  the 
banks  into  the  river.  In  one  instance,  about  an  acre 
of  wood  laud,  trees  and  all,  slid  into  the  water,  car- 
rying with  it  a large  quantity  of  mud  to  the  opposite 
side,  and  blocking  up  the  whole  passage  of  the  stream. 
There  are  large  trees  now  standing  in  the  midle  of 
the  river.  A similar  instance  has  not  happened  here 
for  thirty  years.” 

Cultivation  of  oysters.  A writer  in  the  New  Bruns* 
wick  Times  asserts,  that  there  is  in  New  Jersey  about 
sixty  thousand  acres  of  land  belonging  to  that  state, 
which  is  covered  with  saltwater,  and  is  suitable  fop 
the  cultivation  of  oysters.  The  writer  thinks  that  an 
acre  of  oysters,  judiciously  planted  and  preserved 
from  depredation,  would,  in  throe  years,  produce  to 
the  value  of  from  twrenty  to  thirty  thousand  dollars. 

Death  q/'  a Icing.  A Jamaica  paper  states,  that  hik 
most  superlative  and  gracious  majesty,  George  Fre» 
deriek  Augustus,  king  of  the  Mosquito  shore,  and 
lord  of  Poyais,  is  said  to  have  cut  his  throat. 

Adjutant  general's  office, 
Washington,  11th  August,  1924. 

Orders — No.  64.  The  president  of  the  United 
States  directs,  that  general  La  Fayette,  when  he  ar- 
rives in  this  country,  be  received  at  all  military  posts 
with  the  honors  due  to  the  highest  military  rank  i» 
our  service 

The  general-in-chief  publishes  the  foregoing  to  the 
army,  hv  <Frreot>i«n  of  lie  secretary  of  war. 
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Tariff,  or  rates  of  duty, 

Conformably  to  the  existing  laics,  on  the  1 st  of  July,  1824. 
from  the  national  intelligencer. 

TABLE  II. 


Articles  subject  to  specific  rates  Oj 
duty. 

^ 

Importations  in  American  vessels,  and  foreign  ves 
sels,  placed  on  an  equality  with  American  vessel. 

Importations  in  other  foreign  vessels.  j 

CTS. 

PER 

CTS. 

Ale,  in  bottles 

20 

gallon 

22 

otherwise  than  in  bottles 

15 

do 

16* 

Almonds  * 

3 

pound 

3 3-10 

Alum 

250 

cwt. 

275 

Anchors 

2 

pound 

2 1-5 

Anvils 

Apothecaries’  vials — see  vials 

2 

do 

2 1-5 

Bacon,  other  besides  hams 

3 

pound 

3 3-10 

Bagging,  cotton 

3f 

sq.  yd. 

4 1-8 

Bandjiron,  slit  or  rolled  iron , for 
Bars,  iron  in,  not  manufactured 

3 

pound 

3 3-10 

in  whole  or  in  part,  by  rolling 
Bars,  iron  in,  when  manufactur- 
ed by  rolling  * 

90 

112  lbs. 

99 

150 

cwt. 

165 

Bars,  lead  in 

2 

pound 

2 1-5 

Beef 

2 

do 

2 1-5 

Beer,  in  bottles 

20 

gallon 

22 

otherwise  than  in  bottles 

15 

do 

16* 

Blacksmith’s  hammers  & sledges 

2* 

pound 

2 4- 

Blue  or  Homan  vitriol 
Bohea — see  teas 

Bolts,  iron  in,  not  manufactured 

4 

do 

4 2-5 

in  whole  or  in  part,  by  rolling 
Bolts,  iron  in,  when  manufactur- 

90 

1 12  lbs. 

99 

ed  by  rolling 

150 

cwt. 

165 

Bolts,  copper 

Books,  all,  which  shall  be  made 
appear,  to  the  satisfaction  of 
the  collector,  to  have  been 
printed  previous  to  the  year 
1775,  (except  books  printed 

4 

pound 

4 2-5 

in  Latin  or  Greek ) 

Books,  all,  printed  in  other  lan- 
guages than  English,  Latin,  and 

4 

vol. 

4 2-5 

Greek 

Books,  all,  printed  in  Latin  or 

4 

do 

4 2-5 

Greek , when  bound 

15 

pound 

16* 

When  not  bound 

13 

do 

143-10 

Books,  all  other,  when  bound  (1) 

30 

do 

33 

in  sheets  or  boards  (1) 
Bottles — see  glass 

26 

do 

28  3-5 

Boots  * 

150 

pair 

165 

Boots  or  bootees,  laced 
Brads,  not  exceeding  sixteen 

150 

do 

165 

ounces  to  the  thousand 
Exceeding  sixteen  ounces 

5 

M 

5* 

to  the  thousand 

5 1 

)ound 

59* 

Braziers’  rods,  or  round  iron , of 
3-16  to  8-16  of  an  inch  diame- 
ter, inclusive 

Bristles  * 

Brown  sugar  * 

Brussels  carpets  and  carpeting 
Burgundy — see  wines 
Butter 

Cables,  tarred 

Cables  or  chains,  iron,  or  parts 
thereof  (2) 

Camphor,  crude 
refined 

Candles,  tallow 
iv  ax 

spermaceti 
Candy,  sugar 
Cards,  playing 

Carpets  and  carpeting,  Brussels, 
Turkey,  and  Wilton 
Carpets  and  carpeting,  Venetian 
and  ingrain 

Carpets  and  carpeting,  all  other] 
kinds  of,  of  wool,  flax,  hemp,  orj 
cot  ton,  or  parts  of  either  , (3)1 
Casement  rods,  slit  or  rolled  iron 
for 

Cassia,  Chinese 

Cast  iron,  vessels  of,  not  other- 
wise specified 

Castings  of  iron,  all  other,  not 
specified  i 

Castor  oil  40 

Cayenne  pepper  15 

Champaign — see  wines 
Cheese  * 9 

Children,  shoes  & slippers  for  * 15 

Chinese  cassia  * 6 

Chocolate  .4 

Cigars  * 250 

Cinnamon  * 25 

Clayed,  white,  or  powdered  su- 
gar * 4 

Cloves  * 25 

Coal  g 


3 

pound 

3 

do 

3 

do 

50 

sq.  yd. 

5 

pound 

4 

do 

3 

do 

8 

do 

12 

do 

5 

do 

6 

do 

8 

do 

12 

do 

30 

pack 

50 

sq.  yd. 

25 

do 

20 

do 

Cocoa 

Coffee  * 

Copperas 

Copper  rods,  bolts,  spikes,  o 
nails 

Cordage,  tarred, 
untarred 

Corks 

Cotton  * 

Cotton  bagging 

Cotton— see  carpets  and  carpeting 
Cranks,  mill,  of  wrought  iron 
Crude  camphor 
Currants 

Cut  glass,  all  wares  of,  not  spe^ 
cified,  in  addition  to  an  ad  va- 
lorem duty  of  thirty  per  cent. 
Demijohns 
Epsom  salts 
Fayal — see  wines 
Figs 

Fish,  foreign  caught 
mackerel 
salmon 

all  other  pickled 
Flax — see  carpets  and  carpeting 
Flour,  wheat 
Ginger 

Glass,  window,  not  above  S by  10 
inches 


pound 

do 


pound 


do 

gallon 

pound 


2 

5 

200 

4 

4 

5 
12 

3 
3-S 

4 
8. 
3 


do 

pair 

pound 

do 

M 

pound 

do 

do 

heaped 

bushel 

pound 

do 

cwt. 


3 3-10 
3 3-10 

3 3-10 
.55 

4 2-5 

3 3-10 
8 4-5 
13  1-5 
5’ 

6 3-5 
8 4-5 
13  1-5 

33 


3 

W 100 

* 150 

* <200 
* 100 


not  above  10  by  12  inches  350 


50 

2 

300 


pound 

do 

do 

do 

do 

sq.  yd. 

pound 

do 

do 


pound 

each 

pound 

pound 

quintal 

barrel 

do 

do 


cwt. 
pound 
100  sq. 
feet 


27* 


3 3-10 
6 3-5 

1 13-20 

1 1-10 
44 

16  a 

9 9-10 
16* 

6 3-5 
42-5 
275 
27i 

4 2-5 
27-J 

6 3-5 

21-5 

5£ 

|220a 

4 2-5 
4 2-5 

H 

13  1-5 

3 3-10 

4 1-8 

4 2-5 
8 4-5 
3 3-10 


3 3-10 
* ' a • 

4 2-5 

33-10 

110 

165 

220 

110 

55 

2 1-5 

330 

385 
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Glass,  above  10  by  12  inches  (4 

00  , 

do  4 

40  T 

VI ill  saws  1 

00  e: 

ach  11' 

10 

in  plates,  uncut  14 

00 

do  4 

40  1 

Molasses 

4 

alien 

54 

Glass  bottles,  black,  not  exceed- 

I 

Muscatel  raisins 

5 p 

ound 

4 2-5 

ing  the  capacity  of  one  quart 

00  g 

roce 

20  I 

Muskets  1 

50  si 

tand  li 

55 

bottles  exceeding  one  quart  &. 

] 

Vails,  copper 

4 P 

ound 

4 2-5 

not  more  than  two  quarts 

50 

do 

75 

iron,  cut  or  wrought 

5 

do 

64 

over  two  quarts  and  not  ex- 

] 

Vail  or  spike  rods,  iron  in,  slit 

3 

do 

3 3-10 

ceeding  one  gallon  3 

00 

do  3 

30 

Nankeen — see  shoes 

Glass,  cut,  all  wares  of,  not  spe- 

Nutmegs 

60 

do 

66 

cified,  in  addition  to  an  ad  va- 

I 

Oats 

10  b 

ushel 

11 

lorem  duty  of  thirty  per  cent 

3 1 

jcund 

3 3-10  i 

Ochre,  dry, 

i, p 

ound 

1 1-10 

Glass,  on  all  other  articles  of,  in 

in  oil 

H 

do 

1 13-20 

addition  to  an  ad  valorem  duty 

Oil,  castor 

40*  g 

allon 

44 

of  20  per  cent. 

2 

do 

2 1-5 

Oil,  linseed,  rape  seed,  and  hemp 

Glauber  salts 

o 

do 

2 1-5 

seed 

25 

do 

274 

Greek,  all  books  printed  in — set 

Oil  of  vitriol 

3 E 

>ound 

3 3-10 

books 

Oil,  olive,  in  casks 

25  „ 

[allon 

onx 
~ 1 a 

Glue 

5 

do 

54 

Oil,  sper’ceti,  of  foreign  fishing  # 

25  S 

do 

274 

Gomee — see  teas 

Oil,  whale,  or  other  fish  oil,  of 

Gunpowder 

8 

do 

84-5 

foreign  fishing  * 

15 

do 

164 

Gunpowder — see  teas 

Oporto — see  ivines 

Hams  and  other  bacon 

3 

do 

3 3-10 

Pack  thread,  untarred 

5 

do 

54 

Hammers,  blacksmiths’ 

Oi 

~a 

do 

2 a 

Paper,  folio,  and  quarto  post,  of 

Hemp 

175 

3Wt. 

192\ 

all  kinds 

20 

do 

22 

Hemp — see  carpets  and  carpeting 

foolscap,  and  all  drawing 

Hempseed  oil 

25 

gallon 

27* 

and  writing 

17 

do 

18  7-10 

Hoop  iron 

aound 

3 2-10 

printing,  copperplate,  and 

Hyson — see  teas 

. stainers’ 

10 

do 

11 

Imperial— -see  teas 

sheathing,  binders’  and 

Indigo  * 

15 

do 

■164 

box-boards,  and  wrap- 

Ingrain carpets  and  carpeting 

25 

sq.yd. 

f7* 

ping  of  all  kinds 

3 

do 

3 3-10 

Iron,  in  bars  or  bolts,  not  manu- 

all other  (6) 

15 

do 

164 

factured  in  whole,  or  in  part, 

Paper  hangings — see  ad  val.  rates 

by  rolling 

90 

112  lbs. 

99 

Paris,  white  * 

1 

do 

1 1-10 

Iron,  in  bars  or  bolts,  when  ma- 

Pepper * 

8 

do 

8 4-5 

nufactured  by  rolling  * 

150 

cwt. 

165 

Pepper,  Cayenne 

15 

do 

164 

Iron,  round,  or  braziers’  rods,  of 

Pickled — see  fish 

3-16  to  8-16  of  an  inch  diame- 

Pigs, iron  in  *(5) 

50 

cwt. 

55 

ter,  inclusive 

3 

pound 

3 3-10 

, Pigs,  lead  in 

2 

pound 

21-5 

Iron,  in  sheets 

3 

do 

3 3-10 

Pimento 

6 

do 

6 3-5 

Iron,  hoop 

3 

do 

3 3-10 

Playing  cards 

30 

pack 

33 

Iron,  slit  or  rolled,  for  band  iron, 

100  sq. 

scroll  iron,  or  casement  rods 

3 

do 

3 3-10 

Plates,  uncut,  window  glass  in 

400 

feet 

440 

Iron  spikes 

4 

do 

4 2-5 

Plums 

4 

pound 

4 4-10 

Iron  nails,  cut  or  wrought 

5 

do 

5* 

Pork 

2 

do 

2 1-5 

Iron  or  steel  wire , not  exceeding 

Porter,  in  bottles 

20 

gallon 

22 

number  eighteen 

■ 5 

do 

54 

otherwise  than  in  bottles 

15 

do 

164 

Iron  or  steel  icire,  over  number 

Portugal — sec  wines 

eighteen 

9 

do 

9 9-10 

Potatoes 

10 

bushel 

11 

Iron  cables  or  chains,  or  parts 

Powdered  sugar,  clayed  or  white 

> 4 

pound 

4 2-5 

thereof  (2) 

3 

do 

3 3-10 

j Prunes 

4 

do 

4 2-5 

Irons,  mill,  of  wrought  iron 

4 

do 

4 2-5 

! Prunellc  and  all  other  shoes  or 

Iron,  in  nail  or  spike  rods,  slit 

3 

do 

3 3-10 

slippers  of  stuff  or  nankeen 

25 

pair 

' 274 

Iron,  cast,  vessels  of,  not  other- 

Raisins, Muscatel 

4 

pound 

4 2-5 

wise  specified 

H 

do 

1 13-20 

in  jars  and  boxes 

*4 

do 

42-5 

Iron,  castings  of,  all  other , nol 

all  other 

3 

do 

3 3-10 

specified 

1 

do 

1 1-10 

I Rape  seed  oil 

25 

gallon 

27* 

Iron,  in  pigs  (5^ 

) 50 

cwt. 

Red  lead,  dry,  or  ground  in  oil 

4 

pound 

4 2-5 

Lace  boots  or  bootees 

150 

pair 

165 

Refined  saltpetre 

3 

do 

3 3-10 

Lard 

3 

pound 

3 3-10 

camphor 

12 

do 

131-5 

Latin,  all  books 'printed  in — set 

Rhenish — see  wines 

books 

Rifles 

250 

each 

275 

Lead,  in  pigs,  burs,  or  sheets 

2 

do 

2 1-5 

Rods,  spike  or  nail,  iron  in,  slit 

3 

pound 

3 3-10 

Leaden  shot 

3? 

i do 

3 17-20 

1 casement,  slit  or  rollei 

a 

Lead,  red  or  while,  dry,  or  grotim 

3 

iron,  for 

3 

do 

33-10 

in  oil 

4 

do 

4 2-5 

copper 

4 

do 

4 2-5 

Linseed  oil 

25 

gallon 

27* 

braziers’,  or  round  iron 

>, 

Lisbon — see  wines 

of  3-16  to  8-16  of  a 

n 

Loaf  sugar  * 

12 

pound 

13  1-5 

inch  diameter,  inclusit 

<e  3 

do 

3 3-10 

Lump  sugar  * 

10 

do 

11 

Rolled  or  slit  iron,  for  band  iror 

», 

Mace 

100 

do 

110 

scroll  iron,  or  casement  rod 

Is  3 

do 

3 3-, 10 

Mackerel 

150 

barrel 

165 

Roman  or  blue  vitriol 

3 

do 

3 3-1* 

Madeira — sec  wine 

Round  iron  or  braziers’  rods- 

Manufactured  tobacco , other  tha 

n 

sce  rods 

snuff  nod  segars 

10 

pound 

l 11 

bushe 

1 

Mill  cranks,  of  wrought  iron 

4 

do 

4 2-5 

Salt 

■ 20 

1 of  56/i 

bs  22 

Mill  irons,  do.  do. 

4 

! do 

1 2-4 

Salts,  glauber 

J} 

poun< 

1 2 1-5. 
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Salts,  Epsom 

4 

pound 

4 2-5  j 

Teas,  Hyson  and  young  hyson  * 

40 

pound. 

56 

Saltpetre,  refined 

3 

do 

3 3-10 

Ilyson  skin  & other  green* 

28 

do 

3S 

Salmon  *(7) 

150 

barrel 

165 

Teas  from  any  other  place  than 

Saws,  mill 

100 

each 

110 

China 

Scroll  iron,  slit  or  rolled  iron,  for 

3 

pound 

3 3-10 

Bohea 

14 

do 

15  2-5 

Seines,  untarred 

5 

dp 

54 

Souchong  &.  other  black  * 

34 

do 

1 37  2-5 

Segars 

250 

M 

275 

Imperial,  gunpowder,  and 

Sheets,  lead  in 

2 

pound 

2 1-5 

gomee  . * 

6S 

do 

74  4-5 

iron  in 

3 

do 

3 3-10 

Ilyson  and  young  hyson  * 

56 

! do  ! 

| 613-5 

) Sherry — see  i vines 

Ilyson  skin  & other  green  * 

38  | 

do 

1 41  4-5 

Shoes  of  silk 

30 

pair 

S3 

Teneriffe — see  wines 

of  leather 

25 

do 

Tobacco,  manufactured,  other 

1 

for  children  * 

15 

do 

16 

than  snuff  and  segars  * 

10 

do 

! n 

Shoes  or  slippers,  other,  besides 

, 

Tokay— see  ivines 

prunelle,  of  stuff  or  nankeen 

25 

do 

27^ 

Turkey  carpets  and  carpeting 

50 

sq.  yd. 

55 

Shot,  leaden 

31 

pound 

317-20 

Twine,  untarred 

5 

pound. 

' 5A 

Sicily — see  wines 

Untarred  cordage,  yarns,  twine, 

I 

Sledges,  blacksmiths’ 

H 

do 

H 

packthread,  and  seines 

5 

do 

! H 

Slippers  of  silk 

30 

pair 

33 

Venetian  carpets  and  carpeting 

| 25 

sq.  yd. 

! 271 

of  leather 

25 

do 

- 1 a 

Vessels  of  cast  iron,  not  other- 

[ 

for  children  * 

15 

do 

16 

wise  specified 

1 14 

■pouna. 

1 

I 1 13t-2(2 

other,  besides  prunelle, 

Vials,  apothecaries’,  of  the  capa- 

of stuff  or  nankeen 

25 

do 

city  of  four  ounces,  and  less 

100 

! groce. 

110 

Slit  iron,  in  nail  or  spike  rods 

3 

pound 

33-10 

above  four  ounces,  and  not  ex- 

i 

1 

Slit  or  rolled  iron,  for  band  iron, 

ceeding  eight  ounces 

125 

do 

1374 

scroll  iron,  or  casement  rods 

3 

do 

3 3-10 

Vinegar 

8 

gallon 

i 8 4-5 

Snuff  ' * 

12 

do 

131-5 

Vitriol,  oil  of 

3 

pound. 

3 3-10 

Soap  (3) 

4 

do 

4 2-5 

Vitriol,  blue  or  Roman 

4 

do 

j 42-5 

Souchong — see'  teas 

Wax  candles  * 

6 

do 

i 6 3-5 

Sper’c'eti  oil,  of  foreign  fishing  * 

25 

gallon 

27A 

Wheat  - 

25 

Ibushel 

| 27-1 

Spermaceti  candles 
Spikes,  iron 

8 

pound 

8 4-5 

Wheat  flour 

50 

cwt. 

j 55 

4 

do 

4 2-5 

White  clayed,  or  powdered  su- 

| 

Spike  rods,  iron  in,  slit 

3 

do 

3 3-10 

gar  * 

4 

pound. 

! 4 2-5 

Spikes,  copper 

4 

do 

4 2-5 

White  lead,  dry,  or  ground  in  oil 

4 

do 

j 4 2-5 

Spirits,  from  grain 

Whiting  * 

1 

do 

! i l-io 

1st  proof 

42 

gallon 

46  1-5 

WThite,  Paris  * 

1 

do 

1 1-lCr 

2d  do.  *- 

45 

do 

49^ 

Wilton  carpets  and  carpeting 
Window  glass — see  glass 

50 

sq.  yd. 

I 55 

3d  do. 

48 

do 

52  4-5 

4th  do.  * 

52 

do 

57  1-5 

Wines,  Madeira  I 

[ 

5th  do.  * 

60 

do 

66 

Burgundy  j 

j 

Above  5th  prpof  * 

75 

do 

8 24 

Champaign  '■  * . 

100 

|gallon. 

no 

Spirits  from  other  materials  than 

Rhenish,  and  ] 

grain 

do 

Tokay  j 

I 

1st  proof 

3S 

414-5 

Sherry  and  ) 

GO 

do 

1 66 

2d  do.  * 

38 

do 

414-5 

St.  Lucar  ) 

3d  do.  * 

42 

do 

46  1-5 

other,  not  enumerated, 

4th  do.  f 

48 

do 

52  4-5 

when  imported  in  bot- 

5th do.  * 

57 

do 

62  7-10 

tles  or  cases  (9) 

30 

do 

35 

Above  5th  proof  * 

70 

do 

77 

Lisbon  ) 

Sprigs,  not  exceeding  sixteen 

Oporto,  &.  other  wines  \ * 

50 

do 

55 

ounces  to  the  thousand 

5 

M 

«4 

of  Portugal  & Sicily  ) 

exceeding  sixteen  ounces 

Teneriffe  4 

to  the  thousand 

5 

pound 

! 6* 

Payal  & other  wines  of  > * 

40 

do 

44 

St.  Lucar — see  ivines 

the  Western  Islands  ) 

Steel 

100 

cwt. 

110 

all  other,  when  imported 

I 

Steel  wire,  not  exceeding  No.  18 

5 

do 

5i 

otherwise  than  in  cases 

; 

over  number  eighteen 

9 

do 

99-10 

or.  bottles  (10) 

lo 

| do 

16| 

Stuff — see  shoes 

Wire,  steel  or  iron,  not  exceed- 

1 

Sugar,  brown  * 

3 

do 

3 3-10 

ing  number  eighteen 

6 ! 

pound. 

5'- 

white,  clayed  or  powder- 

over number  eighteen 

9 

j do 

9 9-1G 

ed  * 

4 

do 

42-5 

Wool — see  carpels  and  carpeting 

lump  * 

10 

do 

11 

Yarns,  untarred 

5 ! 

iDound. 

loaf  * 

12 

do 

13  1-5 

X 

candy  * 

12 

do 

131-5 

(1)  The  law  is  conceived  to  have  reference  here,  to 

all  other 

Tacks,  not  exceeding  sixteen 

printed  hooks.  For  blank  books,  see  ad  valorem  rates  of  duty. 

ounces  to  the  thousand 

1 5 

M 

5i 

(2)  The  right  of  drawback  is  denied  by  the  act  of  22 

d of  May, 

exceeding  sixteen  ounces 
to  the  thousand 

5 

1 

pound 

do 

5£  . . . 

182-1,  on  iron  cables . 

(3)  See  carpets  and  carpeting , paying  ad  valorem  rates  of  duty. 
(-1)  This  duty  being  so  much  per  quintal , it  is  conceived  that 

1 allow 

1 1-10 

foreign  caught  dried  fish,  or  foreign  caught  fish,  other  than  pickled , 

Tallow  candles 

5- 

do 

51 

are  litre  to  be  understood. 

Tarred  cables 

4 

do 

4 2-5 

(5)  Rate  fixed  by  the  act  of  20th  April,  1818,  which  remaius 

cordage 

4 

do 

4 2-5 

unchanged. 

(6)  This  general  term  is  considered  as  embracing  visiting  cards , 

Teas  from  China 

sand  paper,  paste  boards,  fullers'  boards,  pressing  boards,  c re. 

Bohea  * 

12 

do 

14  ‘ 

{7)  It  is  conceived  that  pickled  salmon 
.'8)  This  is  not  considered  as  includii 

are  here  to  be  understood 

Souchong  & other  black  * 

25 

do 

34 

lg  Windsor  or 

any  other 

Imperial,  gunpowder,  and 

50 

68 

perfumed  soaps,  wash-balls,  ire.  which  come  i 
tion  of  “cosmetics,  washes,  perfumes,”  &e.  in 

Linder  tiie  classifies 
tlie  ad  val.  rates* 

gomee  * 

d© 

(9.  and  10)  Rates  fixed  by  the  a«  of  3d  March,  1819. 
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TABLE  III. 

1 OF  ARTICLES  FREE  OF  DUTY. 

Adhesive  patent  felt,  (until  the  30 th  June , 1826.) 
Anatomical  preparations. 

Animals  imported  for  breed. 

Antimony,  regal  us  of 

Antiquities,  all  collections  of,  specially  imported, &c.* 
Apparatus,  philosophical,  specially  imported  by  order  j 
and  for  the  use  of  any  society  incorporated  for  phi- 
losophical or  literary  purposes,  or  for  the  encou- 
ragement of  the  fine  arts,  or  by  order  and  for  the 
use  of  any  seminary  of  learning,  school  or  college. 
Apparel,  wearing,  and  other  personal  baggage  in  ac- 
tual use. 

Articles,  all,  imported  for  the  use  of  the  United  States. 
Baggage,  personal,  in  actual  use. 

Barilla. 

Bark  of  the  cork  tree,  unmanufactured. 

(Bars,  brass  in 
copper  in 
tin  in 

Botany,  specimens  in 
Books,  specially  imported,  &c. 

Brass,  in  pigs  or  bars. 

old,  fit  only  to  be  re-manufactured. 

Brazilletto. 

Brazil  wood. 

Breed,  animals  imported  for 
Brimstone  or  sulphur. 

Bullion. 

Burr  stones,  unwrought 
Busts,  specially  imported,  &c. 

Cabinets  of  coins,  specially  imported,  &c. 

Calaminaris  lapis. 

Camwood. 

Casts,  specially  imported,  &c. 

Charts,  do.  do. 

Clay,,  unwrought 
Cloth  rags  of  any  kind. 

Coins,  cabinets  of,  specially  imported,  &c.  7 

Coin,  gold 
silver 

Collections  of  antiquities,  specially  imported,  &. c. 
Copper,  imported  in  any  shape  for  the  use  of  the  mint, 
in  pigs,  bars  or  plates,  suited  to  the  sheathing 
of  ships. 

old,  fit  only  to  be  re-manufactured. 

Cork  tree,  bark  of,  unmanufactured. 

Dye  woods. 

Drawings,  specially  imported,  &c.I 
Drawings,  do.  do. 

Engravings,  specially  imported,  &c. 

Etching  or  engraving,  do.  do. 

Felt,  patent  adhesive,  (until  the  30th  of  June,  1826.) 
Furs  of  all  kind*,  undressed. 

Fustic. 

Gems,  specially  imported,  &c. 

Gold  coin. 

Hides,  raw. 

Implements  of  trade  of  persons  arriving  in  the  U.  S. 
Instruments,  philosophical,  specially  imported,  &c.  j 
Inventions,  models  of 
Lapis  calaminaris. 

Log  wood. 

Maps,  specially  imported,  &c. 

Medals,  do.  do. 

Mineralogy,  specimens  in 

Mint,  copper  in  any  shape,  imported  for  the  use  of  the 
Models  of  inventions, 
of  machinery. 

Modelling,  specially  imported,  &c. 

Natural  history,  specimens  in 


*N.  B. — In  all  cases  where  the  articles  are  stated  as 
“specially  imported,”  they  are  governed  by  the  con- 
ditions and  restrictions  expressed  under  the  head 
“apparatus,  philosophical.” 


Nicaragua  wood. 

Old  brass,  fit  only  to  be  re-manufactured, 
copper,  fit  only  to  be  re-manufactured, 
pewter,  fit  only  to  be  re-manufactured. 

Painting,  specially  imported,  &c. 

Paintings,  do.  do.. 

Patent  adhesive  felt,  (until  the  30th  of  June,  1S26.) 
Personal  baggage  in  actual  use. 

Persons  arriving  in  the  United  States,  their  tools  or 
implements  of  trade. 

Pewter,  old,  fit  only  to  re-manufactured. 
Philosophical  apparatus,  specially  imported,  &c. 

Pigs,  brass  in 
copper  in 
Plaster  of  Paris. 

Plants. 

Plates,  copper  in,  suited  for  the  sheathing  of  ships. 
Preparations,  anatomical 
Rags  of  any  kind  of  cloth. 

Raw  skins. 

Red  wood. 

Regulus  of  antimony. 

Sculpture,  specimens  of,  specially  imported,  &c. 
Sheathing  copper,  in  plates,  for  ships. 

Ships,  copper,  in  plates,  suited  to  the  sheathing  of 
Silver  coin. 

Skins,  raw 
Specimens  of  botany, 

in  Natural  history, 
in  mineralogy. 

Spelter. 

Statues,  specially  imported,  &,c. 

Statuary,  do.  do. 

Stones,  burr,  unwrought 
Sulphur  or  brimstone. 

Teutenague. 

Tin,  in  pigs  or  bars. 

Tools  of  trade  of  persons  arriving  in  the  U.  States. 
Trees. 

Undressed  furs. 

United  States,  all  articles  imported  for  the  use  of 
Unmanufactured  bark  of  the  cork  tree. 

wood  of  any  kind. 

Unwrought  burr  stones, 
clay. 

Wearing  apparel,  and  other  personal  baggage  in  ac- 
tual use. 

Woods  for  dying 

Wood,  unmanufactured,  of  any  kind-. 

Brazil 

log 

Nicaragua 

Red 

Zinc. 

EXPLANATORY  NOTES. 

It  will  be  perceived  that,  to  the  rates  of  duty  impos- 
ed on  goods,  wares  and  merchandise,  imported  in 
vessels  of  the  United  States,  and  in  foreign  vessels, 
placed  on  an  equality  with  vessels  of  the  United  States,  by 
treaty  stipulations,  or  special  acts  of  congress,  an 
addition  of  ten  per  cent,  has  been  made  in  the  case 
of  importations  in  other  foreign  vessels,  except  to  the 
rates  on  teas  from  China,  the  law,  in  that  instance, 
making  a specific  and  a greater  discrimination  than 
10  per  cent. 

By  uother  foreign  vessels,”  are  not  to  be  understood 
vessels  when  importing  articles  of  the  growth,  produce , 
or  manufacture  of  France,  the  duties  on  which  are  to 
be  regulated  by  the  treaty  with  that  country,  signed 
the  24th  June,  1822;  according  to  which,  such  arti- 
cles, thus  imported,  are  at  present  liable  to  an  addi- 
tional duty  not  exceeding  $3  75-100  per  ton  of  mer- 
chandise, over  and  above  the  rates-  paid  on  similar 
articles  when  imported  in  vessels  of  the  United 
States.  But  importations  in  French  vessels,  of  arti- 
cles, not  the  growth,  product,  or  manufacture  of 
France,  are  liable  to  the  usual  discriminating  duty 
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of  10  per  rent,  between  importations  in  foreign,  and 
importations  in  American  vessels. 

'The  rates  to  which  asterisks  are  affixed,  are  the 
rates  as  established  by  the  act  of  27th  April,  1816, 
and  which  are  considered  as  not  being  affected  or  a 
ltered  by  the  act  of  22d  May,  1S24. 

*d  The  rates  to  which  asterisks  arc  affixed,  together 
with  a letter  of  the  alphabet,  are  those  rates  as  establish- 
ed by  the  act  of  27th  April,  1816,  which  are  consider- 
ed to  be  partially  altered  by  the  act  of  22d  May, 
1824. 

fThc  rates  in  the  cases  with  this  mark,  have  been 
fixed  by  the  treasury,  upon  mature  consideration  of 
the  provisions  of  the  different  laws  imposingduties  on 
.imports. 

It  may  be  proper  to  also  observe,  that  the  rates  of 
duty,  as  altered  by  the  act  of  22d  May,  1824,  are  not 
to  be  carried  into  effect,  in  relation  to  importations 
eastward  of  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  or  beyond 
Cape  Horn,  until  the  1st  January,  1825;  consequently, 
the  rates,  as  fixed  by  pre-existing  laws,  are  to  govern 
until  that  time,  in  the  case  of  such  importations. 

Circular  to  collectors,  naval  officers,  and  surveyors. 

.Treasury  department, 
Comptroller's  office,  May  27,  1824. 

’ bfR‘-  As  the  act,  approved  on  the  22d  instant,  entit- 
led “an  act  to  amend  the  several  acts  imposingduties 
d’n  Imports, 77  Is  to  go  into  Operation  nr.  the  first  July 
next,  there  is  not  sufficient  time  left  to  make  at'  al- 
phabetical table  of  the  different  articles,  under  the 
differe  nt  heads  of  ad  valorem  and  specific  duties,  so 
as  to  be  transmitted  sufficiently  early  to  reach  the 
more  distant  ports,  before  the  new  duiies,  imposed 
by  the  act  on  the  articles  specified  therein,  will  have 
to  be  collected. 

It  !•  therefore,  been  deemed  advisable  not  to  de- 
lav  transmission  of  a copy  of  the  act,  which  is, 
a'  i oi  'ily,  subjoined  hereto,  for  your  information 
and  government. 

The  table  alluded  to,  which  such  explanations  as, 
upon  a full  examination  of  the  act,  may  appear  to  be 
requisite,  will  be  prepared  and  transmitted  as  soon 
as  it  can  conveniently  be  done.  Respectfully, 

JOSEPH  ANDERSON,  Comptroller. 

Circular  to  collectors , naval  officers,  and  surveyors. 

Treasury  department. 
Comptroller's 'office,  July  28,  1824. 

Sir:  An  alphabetical  tariff,  conformably  to  the  ex- 
isting laws,  having  been  prepared,  as  was  heretofore 
promised,  a copy  of  it  is  enclosed,  for  your  informa- 
tion and  government. 

A number  of  communications  having  been  receiv- 
ed, requesting  the  opinion  of  this  department  as  to 
the  rates  of  duty  payable  on  the  following  articles,  I 
take  the  occasion  to  stale  the  decisions  thereon,  in 
order -that uniformity  in  those  cases  may  prevail,  viz: 

1 Composition  rods,  bolts,  spikes  and  nails,  to  pay 
duty  as  manufactures  of  “brass, iron,  steel,  pewter,  & ;c." 
or  of  which  either  of  these  metals  is  a component 
materal. 

2.  Still  bottoms;  that  is  lo  say,  those  which  are 
merely  cut  round  and  turned  up  at  the  edge,  arc  not 
to  be  considered  in  the  light  of  “vessels  of  copper,” 
nor  yet  as  ‘manufactures  of  copper,’  within  the  mean- 
ing of  the  law;  but  are  l«  pay  duty  as  lion-enumerated 
articles. 

3.  “Cutting  knives” — technically  so  termed,  and 
which  are  to  pay  an  ad  valorem  duty  of  30  per  cent, 
are  understood  to  be  knives  used  for  cutting. strata  and 
hay.  Neither  curriers’  knives,  nor  drawing  knives, 
come  under  that  denomination. 

4.  Oakum  and  old  junk,  to  pay  duty  as  non-enume- 
rated  articles. 

5;  “Black  glass  bottles.”  The  whole  of  the  para- 
graph in  the  act  of  22d  May  last,  commencing  with  the. 


words  quoted,  is  considered  as  having  reference  to 
that  description  of  bottles,  but  of  different  sizes,  the 
rate  of  duty  varying  according  to  the  size. 

6.  Other  than  black  glass  bottles  are  liable  to  duty 
either  as  “cut  glass”  or  as  “all  other  articles  of  glass,” 
as  the  case  may  be. 

7.  Clocks  to  pay  duty  as  manufactures  of  “brass, 
iron,  steel,  pewter,  fy."  or  of  which  either  of  these  me- 
tals is  a component  material. 

8.  Flutes,  flageolets,  bassoons,  clarionets,  fifes, 
piano  fortes,  organs  and  harps,  to  pay  duty  as  manu- 
factures of  wood. 

9.  Flutes  made  entirely  of  ivory,  to  pay  duty  as  non- 
enumerated  articles. 

10.  11  Iron  cables  or  chains  ” This  term  is  consider- 
ed as  applying  to  one  and  the  same  thing,  namely, 
iron  chains  suited  for  cables,  or  what  are  usually  cal- 
led chain  cables,  and  not  to  iron  chains  generally.  . 

11.  Plated  castors,  with  glass  bottles  imported  in 
them,  to  pay  duty  as  “plated  wares  of  all  kinds.” 

12.  Lamps,  with  brass  pillars  and'  glass  chimneys  or 
domes,  imported  in  them,  to  pay  duty  as  manufactures 
of  “brass,  iron,  steel,  pewter,  fyc."  or  of  which-  either 
of  these  metals  is  a component  material. 

13.  Carpenters’  braces  and  bits;  same  as  preced- 
ing. 

14.  Glass  beads;  that  is  to  say,  such  as  are  entirely 
of  glass,  to  pay  duty  as  “all  other  articles  of  glass;” 
but,  if  connected  with  some  other  material,  such  as 

, bre^s  composition,  metal,  &c.  \hen  they  must  pay 
duty  as  fMftuittetures  of  brass,  iron,  steel,  pewter , S^c." 
or  ol  which  either  of  these  is  a component 

material. 

15.  Looking  glass  plates,  not  silvered,  £q  nay  duly 
as  “all  wares  of  cut  glass.” 

16.  Glass  commode  knobs,  with  brass  or  composi- 
tion shanks , imported  in  them,  to  pay  duty  as  manufac- 
tures of  “brass,  iron , steel,  pewter,  fyc."  or  of  which 
either  of  these  metals  is  a component  material. 

17.  Thermomelors,  telescopes,  magic,  and  other 
lanterns,  and  similar  articles,  composed  of  tin,  glass, 
wood,  brass,  copper,  Sic.  to  pay  duty  as  the  preced- 
ing. 

18.  Bedspreads  or  covers  made  of  the  scraps  or 
waste  ends  of  printed  calicoes  sewed  together,  to  pay 
duty  as  manufactures  of  cotton;  but  not  subject  to  the 
regulation  respecting  cotton  cloth,  the  coast  of  which, 
with  certain  additions,  shall  be  less  than  30  cents  per 
square  yard. 

19.  “Worsted  stuff  goods;”  to  come  under  that  de- 
nomination, the  article  must  be  composed  entirely  of 
worsted,  and  be  of  that  class  of  goods  well  known  and 
understood  by  merchants  as  coming  under  the  deno- 
mination of  “worsted  stuff  goods;"  namely,  such  as 
worsted  plaids,  bombazets,  and  the  like. 

20.  Articles  composed  of  cotton  and  worsted  or  ivool , 
and  of  silk  and  wool,  to  pay  duty  as  “manufactures  of 
wool." 

2 1 . Articles  composed  of  silk  and  cotton,  to  pay  duty 
as  “ manufactures  of  cotton." 

22.  \V orsted  stockings,  to  pay  duty  as  manufactures 
of  wool,  as  they  are  not  considered  to  be  embraced 
under  the  term  “ worsted  stuff  goods,"  by  which  is  to 
be  understood  a different  class  of  goods,  as  before  ex- 
plained. 

23.  Worsted  bindings,  same  as  preceding,  and  for 
the  same  reasons. 

24.  Iron  cannon,  to  pay  duty  as  “manufactures  of 
iron.” 

25.  Hearth  rugs,  to  pay  duty  as  “manufactures  of 
wool.” 

2G.  Silk  goods,  as  well  as  all  other  goods,  manufac- 
tured in  places  beyond,  but  imported  from  places  on 
this  side,  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  or  Cape  Horn,  are 
considered  to  have  been  liable  to  the  new  rates  of 
duty,  since  the  1st  instant;  and  when  so  imported,  the 
addition  to  be  made  to  the  cost  or  value  and  charges. 
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(except  insurance),  is  to  be  10  per  cent,  as  usual,  in  tbc 
case  of  importations  from  such  places. 

27.  The  exemption  from  the  operation  of  that  pro- 
vision in  the  act  of  22d  May  last,  which  directs  that 
all  cotton  cloths,  or  of  which  cotton  shall  be  a com- 
ponent material,  the  cost  of  which,  with  certain  ad- 
ditions, shall  be  less  than  thirty  cents  per  square 
yard,  shall,  nevertheles,  with  such  additions,  he  deem- 
ed to  have  coast  thirty  cents  per  square  yard,  and  shall 
-be  charged  with  duty  accordingly,  being  applicable 
only  to  nankeens  imported  directly  f rom  China;  all  nan- 


presumption,  that  he  pursues  what  he  believes  to  he 
the  interest  of  Ills  country,  with  as  sincere  a zeal  as 
any  other  member.  I claim  this  in  my  own  case;  and, 
while  I shall  not,  for  any  purpose  of  description,  or 
convenient  arrangement,  use  terms  which  may  imply 
any  disrespect  to  other  men’s  opinions,  much  less  any 
imputations  of  other  men’s  motives,  if.  is  my  duty  td 
take  care  that  the  use  of  such  terms  by  others  be  not, 
against  the  will  of  these  who  adopt  them,  made  to  pro- 
duce a false  impression.  Indeed,  sir,  it  is  a little  as- 
tonishing, if  it  seemed  convenient  to  Mr.  Speaker, 


keens  imported  from  any  other  place,  without  regard  i for  the  purposes  of  distinction,  to  make  use  of  the 
to  their  place  of  manufacture,  are  considered  to  he 
subject  to  the  provision  alluded  to.  Respectfully, 

JOSEPH  ANDERSON,  Comptroller. 


Mr.  Webster’s  Speech 


terms  ‘American  policy’  and  ‘foreign  policy,’  that  lie 
should  not  have  applied  them  in  a manner  precisely  the 
reverse  of  that  in  which  he  has  in  fact  used  them.  If 
names  are  thought  necessary,  it  would  be  well  enough, 
one  would  think,  that  the  name  should  be,  in  some 
measure,  descriptive  of  the  thing;  and  since  Mr. 
Up  on  the  tariff;  delivered  in  the  house  of  representatives  j Speaker  denominates  the  policy  which  he  recom- 
of  the  United  States,  .April,  1824.  . mends  “a  new  policy  in  this  country;”  since  he 

Mr.  Chairman:  I avail  myself  of  the  present  oc-  speaks  of  the  present  measure  as  a new  era  in  our 
easion  to  make  some  remarks  on  certain  pricinplesi  legislation;  since  he  professes  to  invite  us  to  depart 
and  opinions  which  have  been  recently  advanced,  from  our  accustomed  course,  to  instruct  ourselves  by 
and  on  those  considerations  which,  in  my  judgment, ; the  wisdom  of  others,  and  to  adopt  the  policy  of  the 
ouo-ht  to  govern  us  in  deciding  upon  the  several  and  ! most  distinguished  foreign  slates,  one  is  a little  curious 
respective  parts  of  this  very  important  and  complex  ; to  know  with  what  propriety  of  speech  this  imitation 
measure.  I can  truly  say  that  this  is  a painful  duty.  I j of  other  nations  is  denominated  an  ‘American  policy,’ 
deeply  regret  the  necessity,  which  is  likely  to  be  ira-  while,  on  the  contrary,  a preference  for  our  own 
posed  upon  me,  6f  giving  a. general  affirmative  or  ne-  j established  system,  as  it  now  actually  exists,  and 
gative  vote  on  the  whole  of  the  hill.  1 cannot  butj  always  has  existed,  is  called  a “foreign  policy.”- — ■ 
think  this  mode  of  proceeding  liable  to  great  objec-  This  favorite  American  policy  is  what  America  has 
lions.  It  exposes,  both  those  who  support  and  those  never  tried;  and  this  odious  foreign  policy  is  what,  as 
who  oppose  the  measure,  to  every  unjust  and  in- ! we  are  told,  foreign  states  have  never  pursued.  Sir, 
jurious  misapprehensions.  There  may  be  good  rea-  that  is  the  truest  American  policy  which  shall  most 
sons  for  favoring  some  of  the  provisons  of  the  hill,  j usefully  employ  American  capital,  and  American  la- 
and  equally  strong  reasons  for  opposing  others;  and  1 bor,  and  best  sustain  the  whole  population.  With  mo 
these  provisions  do  not  stand  to  each  other  in  the  rc-  i it  is  a fundamental  axiom,  it  is  interwoven  with  all' 
lation  of  principal  and  incident,  if  that  were  the  j my  opinions,  that  the  great  interests  of  the  country 
case,  those  who  are  in  favor  of  the  principal  might!  are  united  and  inseparable;  that  agriculture,  com- 
forego  their  opinions  upon  incidental  and  surbordi-  j merce  and  manufactures,  will  prosper  together  pr 
nate  provisions.  But  the  hill  proposes  enactments  J languish  together:  and  that  ail  legislation  is  danger- 
entirely  distinct  and  different  from  one  another,  in  ous  which  proposes  to  benefit  one  of  these  without 
character  and  tendency.  Some  of  its  clauses  are  in-  looking  to  the  consequences  which  may  fall  on  the 
tended  merely  for  revenue;  and,  of  those  which  re- ] others. 


gard  the  protection  of  home  manufactures,  one  part  j Passing  from  this,  sir,  lam  bound  to  say  that  Mr, 


oppose  it  will  oppose  something  which  they  would  j very  widely  in  regard  to  that  condition,  i dissent 
very  gladly  support.  J entirely  from  the  justice  of  that  picture  of  distress 

Being  entrusted  with  the  interests  of  a district  high-  i which  he  has  drawn.  1 have  not  seen  the  reality,  and 
ly  commercial,  and  deeply  interested  in  manufactures  ; know  not  where  it  exists.  Within  my  observation 
also,  I wish  to  state  my  opinions  on  the  present  mea-  j there  is  no  cause  for  so  gloomy  and  terrifying  a re- 
sure,  not  as  on  a whole,  for  it  has  no  entire  and  ho-  i presentation.  In  respect  to  the  New  England  states, 
mogeneous  character;  but  as  on  a collection  of  dif-j  with  the  condition  of  which  I am,  of  course,  most  ae- 
ferent  enactments,  some  of  which  meet  my  approba- 
tion and  some  of  which  do  not. 

And  allow  me,  sir,  in  the  first  place,  to  state  my  re- 


gret, if  indeed  I ought  not  to  express  a warmer  senti- 
ment, at  the  names,  or  disignations,  which  Mr.  Spea- 
ker has  seen  fit  to  adopt,  for  the  purpose  of  describ- 
ing the  advocates  and  the  opposers  of  the  present  bill. 
It  is  a question,  he  says,  between  the  friends  of  an 
“American  policy”  and  those  of  a “foreign  policy.” 
This,  sir,  is  an  assumption  which  I take  the  liberty 
most  directly  to  deny.  Mr.  Speaker  certainly  intend- 
ed nothing  invidious  or  derogatory  to  any  part  of  the 
house  by  this  mode  of  denominating  friends  and  ene- 
mies. But  there  is  power  in  names,  and  this  manner 
of  distinguishing  those  who  favor  and  those  who  op- 
pose particular  measures,  may  lead  to  inferences  to 
which  no  member  of  the  house  can  submit.  It  may 
imply  that  there  is  a more  exclusive  and  peculiar  re- 
gard to  American  interests  in  one  class  of  opinions 
than  in  another.  Such  an  implication  is  to  bo  resist- 
ed and  repelled.  Every  member  has  a right  to  the 


j quainted,  the  present  appears  to  me  a period  of  very 
general  prosperity.  Not,  indeed,  a time  for  great 
profits  and  sudden  acquisition;  not  a day  of  extraor- 
dinary activity  and  successful  speculation.  There  is, 
no  doubt  a considerable  depression  of  prices,  and,  in 
some  degree,  a stagnation  of  business.  But  the  case 
presented  by  Mr.  Speaker  was  not  one  of  depression, 
but  of  distress;  of  universal,  pervading,  intense  dis- 
tress, limited  to  no  class,  and  to  no  place.  We  are 
represented  as  on  the  very  verge  and  brink  of  na- 
tional ruin.  So  far  from  acquiescing  in  these  opi- 
nions, I believe  there  has  been  no  period  in  which  the 
general  prosperity  was  better  secured,  or  rested  on 
a more  solid  foundation.  As  applicable  to  the  eastern 
states,  I put.  this  remark  to  their  representatives,  and 
ask  them  if  it  is  not  true.  When  has  there  been  a time 
in  which  the  means  of  living  have  been  more  acces- 
sible and  more  abundant?  when  labor  was  re  wared, 
I do  not  say  with  a larger,  but  wiih  a more  certain 
success?  Profits,  indeed,  are  low;  in  some  pursuits  of 
, life,  which  it  is  not  proposed  to  benefit,  hut  to  burden , 
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by  this  bill,  very  low.  But  si  ill  I am  unacquainted 
with  any  proofs  ' of  extraordinary  distress.  1’  bat, 
indeed,  are  the  general  indications  ol  the  state  ol  the 
country?  There  is  no  famine  nor  pestilence  in  the 
land,  nor  war,  nor  desolation.  There  is  no  writhing 
under  the  burthen  of  taxation.  The  means  of  sub- 
sistence are  abundant;  and,  at  the  very  moment  when 
the  miserable  condition  of  the  country  is  asserted,  it 
is  admitted  that  the  wages  of  labor  are  high,  in  com- 
parison with  those  of  any  other  country.  -A  country, 
then,  enjoying  a profound  peace,  a perfect  ci\  i!  liber- 
ty, with  the  means  of  subsistence  cheap  and  abundant, 
with  the  reward  of  labor  sure,  and  its  wages  higher 
than  any  where  else,  cannot  be  represented  in  gloom, 
melancholy,  and  distress,  but  by  the  eflort  of  extraor- 
dinary powers  of  tragedy. 

Eve'n  if,  in  judging  of  this  question,  we  were  to  re- 
gard only  those  proofs  to  which  we  have  been  refer- 
red, we  shall  probably  come  to  a conclusion  some- 
what different  from  that  which  has  been  «rawn.  Our 
exports,  for  example,  although  certainly  less  than  in 
some  years,  were  not,  last  year,  so  much  below  an 
average,  formed  upon  the  exports  of  a series  of  years, 
and  putting  those  exports  at  a fixed  value,  as  might 
be  supposed.  The  exports  of  agricultural  products, 
of  animals,  of  the  products  of  the  forest,  of  the  sea, 
together  with  gunpowder,  spirits,  and  sundry  unenu- 
merated articles,  amounted,  in  the  several  years,  to 
the  following  sums,  viz: 

111  1790  $27,716,152 

1804  38,842,316 

1S07  3S,465,S54 

Coming  up,  now,  to  cur  own  times,  and  taking  the 
exports  of  the  years  1821,  1822  and  1S23,  of  the  same 
articles  and  products,  at  the  same  prices,  they  stand 
thus: 

111  1S21  $45,643,175 

1S22  48,782,295 

1823  55,863,491 

Mr.  Speaker  has  taken  the  very  extraordinary  year 
of  1803,  and,  adding  to  the  exportation  of  that  year, 
Avhat  he  thinks  ought  to  have  been  a just,  augmenta- 
tion in  proportion  to  the  encrease  of  our  population, 
he  swells  the  result  to  a magnitude,  which,  when 
compared  with  our  actual  exports,  would  exhibit  a 
great  deficiency.  But  is  there  any  justice  in  tins 
mode  of  calculation?  In  the  first  place,  as  before 
observed,  the  year  1803  was  a year  of  extraordinary 
exportation.  By  reference  to  the  accounts,  that  of. 
the  article  of  flour,  for  example,  there  was  an  ex-  j 
port  that  year  of  1,300,000  barrels;  but  the  very  next 
year  it  fell  to  800,000,  and  the  next  year  to  700,000. 
In  the  next  place,  there  never  was  any  reason  to  ex- 
pect that  the  increase  of  our  exports  of  agricultural 
products,  would  keep  pace  with  the  increase  of  our 
population.  That  would  be  against  all  experience. 
It  is,  indeed,  most  desirable,  that  there  should  be  an 
augmented  demand  for  the  products  of  agriculture; 
but,  nevertheless,  the  official  returns  of  our  exports 
do  not  show  that  absolute  want  of  all  foreign  market,  j 
which  has  been  so  strongly  slated. 

But  there  arq  other  means  by  which  to  judge  of  the  . 
general  condition  of  the  people.  The  quantity  of  the  ’ 
means  of  subsistence  consumed;  or,  to  make  use  of  a J 
phraseology  better  suited  1o  the  condition  of  our  own 
people,  the  quantity  of  the  comforts  of  life  enjoyed, 
is  one  of  those  means.  It  so  happens,  indeed,  that  it 
is  not  so  easy  in  this  country,  as  elsewhere,  to  ascer- 
tain facts,  of  this  sort,  with  accuracy.  Where  most 
of  the  articles  of  subsistence,  and  most  of  the  com- 
forts of  life  arc  taxed,  there  is,  of  course,  great  facility 
in  ascertaining,  from  official  statements,  the  amount  of 
consumption.  But,  in  this  country,  most  fortunate- 
ly, the  government  neither  knows,  nor  is  concern- 
ed to  know,  the  annual  consumption;  and  estimates 
can  only  be  formed  in  another  mode,  and  in  reference 
onjy  to  a few  article?.  Of  these  articles,  tea  is  one. 
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j Its  use  is  not  quite  a luxury,  and  yet  is  something 
i above  the  absolute  necessaries  of  life.  Its  consump- 
! lion,  therefore,  will  be  diminished  in  times  of  ad- 
! versify,  and  augmented  in  times  of  prosperity.  By 
I deducting  the  annual  export  from  the  annual  import, 

! and  taking  a number  of  years  together,  we  may  ar- 
| rive  at  a probable  estimate  of  consumption.  The 
; average  of  eleven  years,  from  1790  to  1800,  inclusive, 

; 'ill  be  found  to  he  two  millions  and  a half  of  ^pounds. 

| From  1801  to  1312,  inclusive,  three  million  seven 
1 hundred  thousand;  and  the  average  of  the  three  last 
! years,  to  wit:  1S21,  1822  and  1823,  five  millions  and  a 
1 half.  Having  made  a just  allowance  for  the  increase 
j of  our  numbers,  we  shall  still  find,  I think,  from  these 
J statements,  that  there  is  no  distress  which  has  limited 
S our  means  of  subsistence  and  enjoyment. 

] In  forming  an  opinion  of  the  degree  of  general  pros- 
| parity,  we  may  regard,  likewise,  the  progress  of  in- 
| t.ernal  improvements — the  investment  of  capital  in 
j roads,  bridges,  and  canals.  All  these  prove  a balance 
| of  income  over  expenditure;  they  are  evidence  that 
! there  is  a surplus  of  profits,  which  the  present  gene- 
ration is  usefully  vesting  for  the  benefit  of  the  next. 

! It  cannot  be  denied  that,  in  this  particular,  the  pro-* 

! gress  of  the  country  is  steady  and  rapid. 

We  may  look,  too,  to  the  expenses  of  education. 
Are  our  colleges  deserted?  Do  fathers  find  them- 
selves less  able  than  usual  to  educate  their  children? 
j It  will  be  found,  I imagine,  that  the  amount  paid  for 
j the  purpose  of  education  is  constantly  increasing,  and 
| that  the  schools  and  colleges  were  never  mere  full 
than  at  the  present  moment.  I may  add  that  the  en- 
j dowraent  of  public  charities,  the  contributions  to  ob- 
jects of  general  benevolence,  whether  foreign  or  do- 
mestic, the  munificence  of  individuals  towards  what- 
ever promises  to  benefit  the  community,  are  also 
many  proofs  of  national  prosperity.  And,  filially, 

! Ihere  is  no  defalcation  of  revenue,  no  pressure  of  taxa- 
| tion. 

| The  general  result,  therefore,  of  a fair  examina- 
] tion  of  the  present  condition  of  things,  seems  to  me 
| to  he,  that  there  is  a considerable  depression  of 
i prices,  and  curtailment  of  profit;  and  in  some  parts  of 
i the  country,  it  must  be  admitted,  there  is  a great  de- 
! gree  of  pecuniary  embarrassment,  arising  from  the 
! difficulty  of  paying  debts  which  were  contracted  when 
j prices  were  high.  With  these  qualifications,  the  ge- 
l neral  state  of  the  country  may  be  said  to  be  prosper- 
ous; and  these  are  not  sufficient  to  give  to  the  whole 
face  of  affairs  any  appearance  of  general  distress. 

Supposing  the'  evil,  then,  to  be  a depression  of 
prices,  and  a partial  pecuniary  pressure,  the  next  in- 
quiry is  into  the  causes  of  that  evil;  and  it  appears  to 
me  that  there  are  several — and,  in  this  respect,  I 
think,  too  much  has  beten  imputed,  by  Mr.  Speaker, 
to  the  single  cause  of  the  diminution  of  exports.  Con- 
nected, as  we  are,  with  all  the  commercial  nations  of 
the  world,  and  having  observed  great  changes  to  take 
place  elsewhere,  we  should  consider  whether  the 
causes  of  those  changes  have  not  reached  us,  and 
whether  we  are  not  suffering  by  the  operation  of  those 
causes,  in  common  with  others.  Undoubtedly,  there 
has  been  a great  fall  in  thp  price  of  all  commodities 
throughoutthe  commercial  world,  inconsequence  of 
the  restoration  of  a state  of  peace.  When  the  allies 
entered  France,  in  1S14,  prices  rose  astonishingly  fast 
and  very  hi<rh.  Colonial  produce,  for  instance,  in 
the  ports  of  this  country,  as  well  as  elsewhere,  sprung 
up  suddenly  from  the  lowest  to  the  highest  extreme. 
A new  and  vast  demand  was  created  for  the  com- 
modities of  trade.  These  were  the  natural  conse- 
quences of  the  great  political  changes  which  then 
took  place  in  Europe. 

We  are  to  consider,  too,  that  our  own  war  created 
new  demand,  and  that  a government  expenditure  of 
25,000,000  or  30,000,000  a year  had  the  usual  effect 
of  enhancing  prices.  We  ire  obliged  to  add,  that  tha 
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paper  issues  of  our  banks  carried  the  same  e 
further.  A depreciated  currency  existed  ii 
part  of  the  country;  depreciated  to  such  aa  extent  as  try.  The 
that,  at  one  time,  exchange  between  the  centre  and  lures,  and  very  co 
the  north,  was  as  high  as  20  per  cent.  The  bank  of . xurnished  far  bet 
the  United  States  was  instituted  to  correct  this  evil;  for  that  gloomy  re 


shock  which  took  place  in  our  com- 
and  through  many  parts  of  the  coun- 


ct  stiil  I duc'e  the  t 
a,  great  ] mercial  ci 

1S19  was  a year  of  numerous  fail' 
onsiderable  distress,  and  would  have 
tter  grounds  than  exist  at  present, 
presentation  of  our  condition  which 

but  for  causes  which  it  is  not  necessary  i-.qw  to  enu-  j has  been  presented.  Mr.  Speaker  has  alluded  to  the 
morale,  it  did  not,  for  some  years,  bring’ back  the  cur-  strong  inclination  which  exists,  or  has  existed,  in  va- 
reney  of  the  country  to  a sound  state.  This  depre-  rious  parts  of  the  country  to  issue  paper  money,  as 
eiation  of  the  circulating  currency,  was  so  much,  of  a proof  of  great  existing  difficulties.  1 regard  it 
course,  added  to  the  nominal  prices  of  commodities,  rather  as  a very  productive  cause  of  those  difficul- 
and  these  prices,  thus  unnaturally  high,  seemed,  to  ] ties;  and  the  committee  will  not  fail  to  observe,  that 
those  who  looked’onfy  at  the  appearance,  to  indicate  j there  is,  at  this  moment,  much  the  loudest  complaint 
•>reat  prosperity.  But  such  prosperity  is  more  spe-  of  distress  precisely  where  there  has  been  the  great- 
cious  than  real.  * Ii  would  have  been  better,  probably,  est  attempt  to  relieve  it  by  systems  of  paper  credit, 
as  the  shock  would  have  been  less,  if  prices  had  fallen  ( And,  on  the  other  hand,  content,  prosperity  and  hap- 
sooner.  At  length,  however,  they  fell;  and  as  there  is  j piness,  are  most  observable  in  those  parts  of  the  coun- 
little doubt  that  certain  events  in  Europe  had  an  in-  i try,  where  there  has  been  the  least  endeavor  to  ad- 
duence  in  determining  the  time  at  which  this  fall  | minister  relief  bylaw.  In  truth,  nothing  is  so  bain- 
should  take  place,  I will  advert  shortly  to  some  of  the  | ful,  so  utterly  ruinous  to  all  true  industry,  as  inter- 
principal of  those  events.  jfering  with  the  legal  value  of  money,  or  attempting 

‘ In  May,  1819.  the  British  house  of  commons  deck!-  I “>  ^ndards  to  supply  Us  place.  Such 

ed  by  ai  unanimous  vote,  that  the  resumption  of! fuU  well  he  sp.rU  of  extravagant  specula- 
cato  payments  by  the  bank  of  England,  should  not  be  1 fon.tat  toey  sap  the  very  foundation  oi  all  honest 
deferred  beyond  the  ensuing  February.  The  re-  “qmsmon.  By  weakening  the  security  of  property 
striction  had  been  continued  from  time  to  time,  and 


from  year  to  year,  parliament  always  professing  to 
look  to  the  restoration  of  a specie  currency,  whenever 
it  should  be  found  practicable.  Having  been,  in 


they  take  away  all  motive  for  exertion.  Their  effect 
is  to  transfer  property.  Whenever  a debt  is  allowed 
to  be  paid  by  any  thing  less  valuable  than  the  legal 
currency  in  respect  to  which  it  was  contracted,  the 


July,  1818,  continued  to  July,  1819,  it  was  understood  difference,  between  the  value  of  the  paper  giv.ng  m 
that,  in  the  interim,  the  important  question  of  the  payment  and  the i legal  currency,  is  precisely  so  much 
time  at  which  cash  payments  should  be  resumed,  j property  mken  from  one  man  and  given  to  another, 
should  be  finally  settled.  In  toe  latter  part  of  the  \ by. legislative,  enactment. 


When  we  talk,  therefore. 


year  ’18,  the  circulation  of  toe  bank  had  been  greatly  of  protecting  industry,  let  us  remember  that  the  first 
iedneed’  and  n severe  scarcity  of  money  was  felt  in  > measure  for  that  end,  is  to  secure  it  in  Us  earnings; 


reduced,  and  a severe  scarcity  ot  money  was 

Such  was  the  state  of  things  in 


S to  assure  it  that  it  shall  receive  its  own 


Before  we 
e care 
holly  unavail- 


the  London  market,  ^ 0 — . . . c ■ ■ ■ , , , 

England.  On  the  continent,  other  important  events  | ®«w  modes  o.  raising  prices  let  us  Ink 

took  place.  The  French  indemnity  loan  had  been  j that  existing  prices  are  not  rendered  wholly  un 
nevociated  in  the  summer  of  ISIS,  and  the  proportion  able,  by  making  them  capable  ot  being  paid  in  de- 
of!t  belonging  to  Austria,  Russia  and  Prussia,  hail  I dreciated  paper.  I regard,  sir,  this  issue  of  ;rre- 
been  sold.  This  created 
and  silver  in  these  caster 

been  stated,  that  the  amount  of  the  pr „ , 

transmitted  to  Austria  and  Russia  in  that  year,  was  at  ( bers  committee,  whether  it  is  not  irom  that 

least  twenty  millions  sterling.  Other  large  sums  were  } Par‘  °r  the  people  who  have  tried  this  paper  system, 
sent  to  Prussia  and  to  Denmark.  The  effect  of  this  } and  tned  to  the!1'  c°st,  that  this  bill  receives  the 
sudden  drain  of  specie,  felt  first  at  Paris,  was  com-  most  earnest  support?  And  I cannot  forbear  to  ask, 
municated  to  Amsterdam  and  Hamburg,  and  all  other  I further,  whether  this  support  does  not  proceed  rather 
commercial  places  in  the  north  of  Europe.  j from  a general  feeling  of  uneasiness  under  the  piv- 

. , sent  conaition  of  tmngs,  than  from  the  clear  percer  - 

rlhe  paper  system  of  England  had  certainly  com-  j ^jon  0p  any  benefit'  which  the  measure  itself  can  cor.~ 


municated  an  artificial  value  to  property.  It  had  en 
couraged  speculation,  and  excited  overtrading. — 
When  the  shock  therefore  came,  and  this  violent 
pressure  for  money  acted  at  the  same  moment  on  the 
continent  and  in  England,  inflated  and  unnatural 
prices  could  be  kept  up  no  longer.  A reduction  took 
place,  which  has  been  estimated  to  have  been  at  least 
equal  to  a fall  of  30,  if  not  40,  per  cent.  The  depres- 
sion was  universal;  and  the  change  was  felt  in  the 
United  States  severely,  though  notequally  so  in  every 
part  of  i**om.  There  are  those,  I am  aware,  who 
maintain  that  the  events  to  which  I have. alluded  did 


fer?  Is  not  all  expectation  of  advantage  centered  in  a 
sort  of  vague  hope,  that  change  may  produce  relief  ? 
Debt  certainly  presses  hardest,  where  prices  have 
been  longest  kept  up  by  artificial  means.  They  find 
the  shock  lightest,  who  take  it  soonest;  and  I fully  be- 
lieve that,  if  those  parts  of  the  country  which  now 
sutler  most,  had  not  augmented  the  force  of  the  blow 
by  deferring  it,  they  would  have  now  been  in  a much 
better  condition  than  they  are.  We  may  assure  our- 
selves, once  for  all,  sir,  that  there  can  be  no  such 


thing  as  payment  of  debts  by  legislation.  We  may 
. , „ ~ , n , * abolish  debts,  indeed;  we  may  transfer  property,  by 

not  cause  the  great  fall  of  prices;  butgthat  fall  was  visionary  and  violent  laws.  But  we  deceive  both 
natural  and  inevitable,  from  the  previously  existing  ourselves  and  constituents,  if  we 


flatter  either  cur- 


stale  cf  things,  the  abundance  of  commodities  and  | selvPS  orthem,  with  the  hope  that  there  is  any  relief 
the  want  of  demand.  But  that  would  only  prove  that  j agajnst  whatever  pressure  exists,  but  in  economy  and 
the  effect  was  produced  in  another  way,  rather  than  in&dustry.  Thc  depression  of  prices  and  the  stngna- 


by  another  cause.  If  these  great  and  sudden  calls 
for  money  did  not  reduce  prices,  but  prices  fell,  os  of 
themselves,  to  their  natural  state,  still  the  result,  is 
the  same;  for  we  perceive  that,  after  these  new  calls 
for  money,  prices  could  not  be  kept  longer  at  their 
unnatural  height. 

About  the  time  of  these  foreign  events,  our  own 
bank  system  underwent  a change;  and  all  these 
causes,  in  my  Tiew  of  the  subject,  concurred  to  pro- 


dustry.  Thc  depression  ot  pr; 
tion  of  business,  have  been,  in  truth,  the  necessary 
result  of  circumstances.  iSo  government  could  pre- 
vent them,  and  no  government  can  altogether  relieve 
the  people  from  their  effect.  We  had  enjoyed  a day  of 
extraordinary  prosperity;  we  had  been  neutral  while 
the  world  was  at  war,  and  had  found  a great  demand 
for  our  products,  our  navigation  and  our  labor  We 
had  no  right  to  expect  that  that  state  of  tilings  would 
continue  always.  With  the  return  of  peace,  foreign 
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nations  would  struggle  for  themselves,  and  enter  into;  plied  with  satisfactory  grounds  of  judging  in  these 
competition  with  us  in  the  great  objects  of  pursuit.  | various  particulars.  Who  can  tell,  from  any  thing 
Now,  sir,  what  is  the  remedy  for  existing  evils?  yet  before  the  committee,  whether  the  proposed  duty 
what  is  the  course  of  policy  suited  to  our  actual  con- ' be  too  high  or  too  low,  on  any  one  article?  Gentle- 
dition?  Certainly  if  is  not  our  wisdom  to  adopt  any  l men  tell  us,  that  they  are  in  favor  of  domestic  in- 
system that  may  be  offered  to  us  without  examination, : du3try  ; so  am  I.  They  would  give  it  protection:  so 


and  in  the  blind  hope  that  whatever  chruigts  our  eon 
dition  may  improve  it.  It  is  better  that  we  should 
‘•Bt'ar  those  ills  we  have, 

“Than  tolly  to  others  we  know  not  of.” 

We  are  hound  to  see  that  there  is  a fitness  and  an 


would  I.  But  then  all  domestic  industry  is  not  con- 
fined to  manufactures.  The  employments  of  agricul- 
ture, commerce  and  navigation,  are  all  branches  of 
the  same  domestic  industry;  they  all  furnish  employ- 
ment for  American  capital,  and  American  labor. — 


aptitude  in  whatever  measures  may  be  recommended  t And  when  the.  question  is,  whether  new  duties  shall 
to  relieve  the  evils  that  afflict  us;  and,  before  we  I be  Jaid,  for  the  purpose  of  giving  further  encourage- 
adopt  a system  that  professes  to  make  great  altera- r merit  to  particular  manufactures,  every  reasonable 
tious,  it  is  our  duty  lo  look  carefully  to  each  leading)  man  must  ask  himself,  both,  whether  the  proposed 
interest  of  the  community,  and  see  how  it  may  pro-  j new  encouragement  be  necessary,  and  whether  it 
bablv  be  affected  by  our  proposed  legislation.  can  be  given  without  injustice  to  ether  branches  of 

And,  in  the  first  place,  what  is  the  condition  of  our  | industry, 
commerce?  Here  we  must  clearly  perceive,  that  itj  It  is  desirable  to  know,  also,  somewhat  more  dis- 
is  not  enjoying  that  rich  harvest  which  fell  to  its  for-  j tinctly,  how  the  proposed  means  will  produce  the  in- 


tune  during  the  continuance  of  the  European  wars 
It  has  been  greatly  depressed,  and  limited  to  small 


tended  effect.  One  great  object  proposed,  for  exam- 
ple, is,  the  increase  of  the  home  market  for  the  con- 


profits.  Still,  it  is  elastic  and  active,  and  seems  sumption  of  agricultural  products.  This  certainly  is 
capable  of  recovering  itself  in  some  measure  from  itsj  much  to  be  desired;  but  what  provisions  of  the  bill 
depression.  The  shipping  interest,  also,  has  suffered  ) are  expected  wholly,  or  principally,  to  produce  this, 
severely,  still  more  severely,  probably,  than  com- j is  not  stated.  I would  not  suggest  that  some  increase 
merce.  If  any  thing  should  strike  us  with  astonish-  of  the  home  market  may  not  follow,  from  the  adoption 
ment,  it  is  that  the  navigation  of  the  United  States  j of  this  bill,  bu  tall  its  provisions  have  not  an  equal  ten- 
should  be  able  to  sustain  itself.  Without  any  govern-!  dency  to  produce  this  effect.  Those  manufactures 
ment  protection  whatever,  it  goes  abroad  to  challenge  | which  employ  most  labor,  create,  of  course,  most 
competition  with  the  whole  world;  and,  in  spite  of  | demand  for  articles  of  consumption;  and  those  cre- 
all  obstacles,  it  has  yet  been  able  to  maintain  800,000)  ate  least,  in  the  production  of  which  capital  and 
tons  in  the  employment  of  foreign  trade.  How,  sir,  J skill  enter  as  the  chief  ingredients  of  cost.  I can- 
do  the  ship  owners  and  navigators  accomplish  this?;  not,  sir,  take  this  bill,  merely  because  a committee 
How  is  it  that  they  are  able  to  meet,  and  in  some;  has  recommended  it.  I cannot  espouse  a side,  and 
measure  overcome,  universal  competition?  Not,  sir,)  fight  under  a flag.  I wholly  repel  the  idea,  that  we 
by  protection  and  bounties;  but  by  unwearied  exer-i  must  take  this  law,  or  pass  no  iaw  on  the  subject, 
tion,  by  extreme  economy,  by  unshaken  perseverance,  j VVlut  should  hinder  us  from  exercising  our  own 
by  that  manly  and  resolute  spirit  which  relics  on;  judgments  upon  these  provisions,  singly  and  severally? 
itself  to  protect  itself.  These  causes  alone  enable  j Who  has  the  power  to  place  us,  or  why  should  we 
American  ships  still  to  keep  their  element,  and  shew)  place  ourselves,  in  a condition  where  we  cannot  give 
the  flag  of  their  country  in  distant  seas.  The  rates  | to  every  treasure,  that  is  distinct  and  separate  in  it- 
of  insurance  may  teach  us  how  thoroughly  our  ships  self,  a separate  and  distinct  consiaeratioh?  Sir,  I 
are  built,  and  how  skilfully  and  safely  they  are  nu-  presume  no  member  of  the  committee  will  withhold 
vigated.  Risks  are  taken,  as  I learn,  from  the  United  his  assent  from  w hat  he  thinks  right,  until  others  will 
Slates  to  Liverpool,  at  1 per  cent.;  and  from  the  i yield  their  absent  to  what  they  think  wrong.  There 
United  States  to  Canton  and  back,  as  low  as  3 per  are  many  things  in  this  bill  acceptable,  probably,  to 
cent.  But,  when  we  look  to  the  low  rate  of  freight,  j the  general  seqse  of  the  house.  Why  should  not  these 
and  when  we  consider,  also,  that  the  articles  enter-  prov  isions  be  passed  into  a law,  and  others  left  to  be 
ing  into  the  composition  of  a ship,  with  the  exception  ! decided,  upon  their  own  merits,  as  a majority  of  the 
of  wood,  are  dearer  here  than  in  other  countries,  we  i house  shall  see  fit?  To  some  of  these  provisions  I am, 
cannot  but  be  utterly  surprised,  that  the  shipping  in- 1 myself,  decidedly;  favorable;  to  others,  I have  great 
terest  has  been  able  to  sustain  itself  at  all.  I need  i objections;  and  1 should  have  been  very  glad  of  an  op- 
notsay  that  the  navigation  of  the  country  is  essential  portunity  of  giving  my  own  vote  distinctly  on  propc- 
and  its  defence.  Yet,  instead  of  pro-  sitions  which  are,  in  their  owu  nature,  essentially 


to  its  hono 

posing  benefit  for  it  in  this  hour  of  its  depression,  we 
propose  by  this  measure  to  lay  upon  it  new  and  heavy 
burthens."  In  the  discussion,  the  other  day,  of  that 
provision  of  the  bill  which  proposes  to  tax  tallow  for 


and  substantially  distinct  from  one  another. 

But,  sir,  before  expressing  my  own  opinion  upon 
the  several  provisions  of  this  bill,  I will  advert,  for  a 
moment,  to  some  ether  general  topics.  We  have 


the  benefit  of  the  oil  merchants  and  whalemen,  we,  heard  much  of  the  policy  of  England,  and  her  exam* 
had  the  pleasure  of  hearing  eloquent  culogiums  upon  ) pie  has  been  repeatedly  urged  upon  us,  as  proving, 
that  portion  of  our  shipping  employed  in  the  whale  not  only  the  expediency  of  encouragemi  *■.  and  pro- 
fishery, and  strong  statements  of  its  importance  to  the  tection,  but  of  exclusion  and  direct  prohibition  also, 
public  interest.  But  the  same  hill  proposcss  a severe  I took  occasion  the  other  day  to  remark,  that  more 
tax  upon  that  interest  for  the  benefit  of  the  iron  ma-  liberal  notions  were  growing  prevalent  on  this  sub- 
ject; that  the  policy  of  restraints  and  prohibitions  was 
getting  out  . of  repute,  as  the  true  nature  of  commerce 
became  better  understood;  and  that,  among  public 
men,  those  most  distinguished,  were  most  decided 
in  their  reprobation  of  the  broad  principle  of  exclu- 
sion and  prohibition.  Upon  the  truth  of  this  re- 
turn, what  is  the  condition  of  our  home  manuiac-  presentation,  as  matter  of  fact,  I supposed  there 
•">'es?  How  are  they  amidst  the  general  depression?  could  not  be  two  opinions  among  those  who  had  ob- 
• o they  need  further  protection?  and  if  any,  how!  served  the  progress  of  political  sentiment  in  other 
1 :il  (>nall  these  points,  we  have  had  much  gene-  countries,  and  were  acquainted  with  its  present  state, 
rai  - . •.'em  mt,,but  little  precise  information.  In  the  In  this  respect,  however,  it  would  seem,  that  I was 
,en  to  .murate  speech  of  Mr.  Speaker,  we  are  not  sup-1  greatly  mistaken.  We  have  heard  it  again  and  again 


nufacturer  and  the  hemp  grower,  ho  that  the  tallow 
chandlers  and  soap  boilers  are  sacrificed  to  the  oil 
merchants,  in  order  that  these  again  may  contribute 
to  the  manufacturers  of  iron  and  the  growers  of 
hemp. 

If  such  be  the  stole  of  our  commerce  and  naviga- 
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declared,  that  the  English  government  still  adheres, 
with  immovable  firmness,  toils  old  doctrines  of^ pro- 
hibition; that,  although  journalists,  theorists  and  sci- 
entific writers,  advance  other  doctrines,  yet  the  prac- 
tical men,  the  legislators,  the  government  ot  the 
country,  are  too  wise  to  follow'  them,  it  has  even 
been  most  sagaciously  hinted,  that  the  promulgation 
of  libeijal  opinions  on  these  subjects,  is  intended  only 
for  a delusion  upon  other  nations,  to  cajole  them  into 
the  folly  of  liberal  ideas,  while  England  retains  to 
herself  all  the  bene/its  of  the  admirable  old  system  cf 
prohibition.  We  have  heard,  from  Mr.  Speaker,  a 
warm  commendation  of  the  complex  mechanism  of 
this  system.  The  British  empire,  it  is  said,  is,  in  the 
first  place,  to  be  protected  against  the  rest  of  the 
world;  then  the  British  isles  against  the  colonies; 
next,  the  isles  respectively  against  each  other — Eng- 
land herself,  as  the  heart  of  the  empire,  being  pro- 
tected most  of  all,  and  against  all. 

Truly,  sir,  it  appears  to  me,  that  Mr.  Speaker’s 
imaginations  has  seemsystem,  and  order,  and  beauty, 
in  that  which  is  much  more  justly  considered  as  the 
result  of  ignorance,  partiality  or  violence.  This  part 
of  English  legislation  has  resulted,  partly  from  con- 
sidering Ireland  as  a conquered  country,  partly  from 
the  want  of  a complete  union,  even  with  Scotland, 
and  partly  from  the  narrow  views  of  colonial  regula- 
tion, which,  in  early  and  uninformed  periods,  in- 
fluenced the  European  states. 

And,  sir,  I imagine,  nothing  would  strike  the  pub- 
lic men  of  England  more  singularly,  than  to  find  gen- 
tlemen of  real  information,  and  much  weight,  in  the 
councils  of  this  country,  expressing  sentiments  like 
these,  in  regard  to  the  existing  state  of  these  English 
laws.  I have  never  said,  indeed,  that  prohibitory 
laws  did  not  exist  in  England;  we  all  know  they  do; 
but,,  the  question  is,  does  she  owe  her  prosperity  and 
greatness  to  these  lav/s?  I venture  to  say,  that  such 
is  not  the  opinion  of  the  public  men  now  in  England,  ] 
and  the  continuance  of  the  laws,  even  without  any 
alteration,  would  not  be  evidence  that  their  opinion 
is  different  from  what  i have  represented  it;  because 
the  laws  having  existed  long,  and  great  interests  hav- 
ing been  built  up  on  the  faith  of  them,  they  cannot 
now  be  repealed,  withoutgreat,  and  overwhelming  in- 
convenience. Because  a thing  has  been  wrongly 
done,  it  does  not  therefore  follow  that  it  can  now  be 
undone;  and  this  is.  the  reason,  as  I understand  it, 
upon  which  exclusion,  prohibition  and  monopoly, 
are  suffered  to  remain  in  any  degree  in  the-  English 
system;  and  for  the  same  reason,  it  will  be  wise  in  us 
to  take  our  measures,  on  all  subjects  of  this  kind, 
with  great  caution.  We  may  not  be  able,  but  at  the 
hazard  of  much  injury  to  individuals,  hereafter  to  re- 
trace our  steps.  And  yet,  whatever  is  extravagant, 
or  unreasonable,  is  not  likely  to  endure.  There  may 
come  a moment  of  strong  re-action;  and  if  no  mode- 
ration be  shewn  in  laying  on  duties,  there  may  be 
little  scruple  in  taking  them  off.  It  may  here  be  ob- 
served, that  there  is  a broad  and  marked  distinction 
between  entire  prohibition,  and  reasonable  en- 
couragement. It  is  one  thing,  by  duties  or  taxes  on 
foreign  articles,  to  awaken  a home  competition 
in  the  production  of  the  same  articles;  it  is  ano- 
er  thing  to  remove  all  competition  by  a total  ex- 
clusion of  the  foreign  articles;  and  it  is  quite 
another  thing  still,  by  total  prohibition,  to  raise  at 
home,  manufactures  not  suited  to  the  climate,  the 
nature  of  the  country,  or  the  state  of  the  population. 
These  are  substantial  distinctions;  and,  although  it 
may  not  be  easy,  in  every  case,  to  determine  which  of 
them  applies  to  a given  article,  yet  the  distinctions 
themselves  exist,  and,  jn  most  cases,  will  be  suffi- 
ciently clear  to  indicate  the  true  course  of  policy: 
and,  unless  I have  greatly  mistaken  the  prevailing 
sentiment  in  the  councils  of  England,  it  grows  every 
day  more  and  more  favorable  to  the  diminution  of 


: restrictions,  and  to  the  Avisdom  cf  leaving  much,  (I 
: do  not  say  every  thing,  for  that  would  not  be  true), 

I to  the  enterprize  and  the  discretion  of  individuals.  I 
! should  certainly  not  have  taken  up  the  time  of  the 
j committee  to  state,  at  any  length,  the  opinions  of  other 
j governments,  or  of  the  public  men  of  other  coun- 
j tries,  upon  a subject  like  this;  but  an  occasional  re- 
! mark,  made  by  me  the  other  day,  having  been  so  di- 
] rectly  controverted,  especially  bv  Mr.  Speaker,  in 
his  observations  yesterday,  I must  take  occasion  to 
refer  to  some  proofs  of  Avhat  I have  stated, 
i What,  then,  is  the  state  of  English  opinion?  Every 
; body  knows  that,  after  the  termination  of  the  late 
! European  Avar,  there  came  a lime  of  great  pressure 
•in  England.  Siifce  her. example  has  been  quoted, 
j let  it  be  asked  in  Avhat  mode  her  government  sought 
J relief.  Did  it  aim  to  maintarh  artificial  and  unna- 
j tural  prices?  Did  it  maintain  a swollen  and  extrava- 
gant paper  circulation  ? Did  it  carry  further  the  laws 
| of  prohibition  and  exclusion?  Did  it  draw  closer  the 
j cords  of  colonial  restraint?  No,  sir;  but  precisely  the 
i reverse.  Instead  of  relying  on  legislative  contrivances 
j and  artificial  devices,  it  trusted  to  the  enterprize  and 
industry  of  the  people;  which  it  sedulously  sought  to 
excite,  not  by  imposing  restraint,  but  by  removing  it, 
Avhcrcver  its  removal  Avas  practicable.  In  May, 
1820,  the  attention  of  the  government  having  been 
•much  turned  to  the  state  of  foreign  trade,  a distin- 
guished member*  of  the  house  of  peers  brought  for- 
Avard  a parliamentary  motion  upon  that  subject,  fol- 
lowed by  an  ample  discussion,  and  a full  statement 
of  his  own  opinions.  In  the  course  of  his  remarks, 
he  observed,  “That  there  ought  to  be  no  prohibitory 
“ duties,  as  such;  for  that  it  was  evident,  that  where 
“ a manufacture  could  not  be  carried  on,  or  a pro- 
“ duction  raised,  but  under  the  protection  of  a pro- 
“ hibitory  duty,  that  manufacture,  or  that  produce, 
“could  not  be  brought  to  market  but  at  a loss.  In 
“his  opinion,  the  name  of  strict  prohibition  might, 
“therefore,  in  commerce,  be  got  rid  of  altogether; 
“ but  he  dirl  not  see  the  same  objection  to  protecting 
“ duties,  which,  while  they  admitted  of  the  intrcduc- 
“ tion  of  commodities  from  abroad,  similar  to  those 
“ which  w'e  ourselves  manufactured,  placed  them  so 
“ much  on  a level,  as  to  alloAV  a competition  be- 
“ tween  them.”  No  axiom,”  he  added,  “Avas  more 
“ true  than  this:  that  it  Avas  by  growing  what  the 
“ territory  of  a country  could  groAV  most  cheaply, 
“ and  by  receiving  from  other  countries  Avhat  it  could 
“ not  produce  except  at  too  great  an  expense,  that 
“ the  greatest  degree  of  happiness  was  to  be  commu- 
nicated to  the  greatest  extent  of  population.”  In 
assenting  to  the  motion,  the  first  ministerf  of  the 
crown  expressed  his  OAvn  opinion  of  the  great  advan- 
tage resulting  from  unrestricted  freedom  of  trade. 
“Of  the  soundness  of  that  general  principle,”  he  ob- 
served, “I  can  entertain  no  doubt.  I can  entertain 
“ no  doubt  of  Avhat  avouM  have  been  the  great  ad- 
“ vantages  to  the  civilized  world,  if  the  system  of  un- 
“ restricted  trade  had  been  acted  upon  by  every  na- 
“ tion,  from  the  earliest  period  of  its  commercial  in- 
tercourse Avith  its  neighbors.  If  to  those  advan- 
“ lages  there  could  have  been  any  exceptions,  I am 
“ persuaded  that  they  would  have  been  but  feAv;  and, 
“ I am  also  persuaded  that  the  cases,  to  Avhich  they 
“ would  have  referred,  Avould  nothave  been,  in  them- 
“ selves,  connected  with  the  trade  and  commerce  of 
“ England.  But  we  are  now  in  a situation  in  Avhich, 
“ I will  not  say  that  a reference  to  the  principle  of 
“unrestricted  trade  can  be  of  no  use,  because  such  a 
“ reference  may  correct,  erroneous  reasoning — but  in 
“ which  it  is  impossible  for  us,  or  for  any  country  in 
“ the  world,  but  the  United  States  of  America,  to  act 
“unreservedly  on  that  principle.  The  commercial 
“ regulations  of  the  European  Avorld  have  been  long 

’“Lord  Lar/sdotvne.  [Lord  Liverpool. 
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“established,  and  cannot  suddenly  be  departed! 
“from.”  Having  supposed  a proposition  to  be  made 
to  England,  by  a foreign  state,  for  free  commerce  I 
and  intercourse,  and  an  unrestricted  exchange  of; 
agricultural  products,  and  of  manufactures,  he  pro- , 
ceeds  to  abserve:  “It  would  be  impossible  to  accede! 
“ to  such  a proposition.  We  have  risen  to  our  pre-  j 
“sent  greatness  under  a different  system.  Some  i 
“ suppose  that  we  have  risen  in  consequence  of  that  f 
“ system;  others,  of  whom  I am  one,  believe  that  ire  hare  ! 
“risen  in  spite  of  that  system.  But,  whichever  61 J 
“ these  hypotheses  be  true,  certain  it  is,  that  we  have  | 
“risen  under  a very  different  system  than  that  of i 
“ free  and  unrestricted  trade.  It  is  utterly  imposible, 

“ with  our  debt  and  taxation,  even  if  they  were  but 
“ half  their  existing  amount,  that  wc  can  suddenly 
“ adopt  the  system  of  free  trade.”  Lord  Ellcnbo- 
rough,  in  the  same  debate,  said,  “That  he  attributed 
“ the  general  distress,  then  existing  in  Europe,  to  the  i 
“ regulations  that  had  taken  place  since  the  destruc-  j 
“ tion  of  the  French  power.  Most  of  the  states  on  j 
“the  continent  had  surrounded  themselves  as  with  j 
“walls  of  brass,  to  inhibit  intercourse  with  other 
“states.  Intercourse  was  prohibited,  even  in  dis-j 
“ tricts  of  the  same  state,  as  was  the  case  in  Austria 
“ and  Sardinia.  Thus,  though  the  taxes  on  the  people 
“had  been  lightened,  the  severity  of  their  condition 
“had  been  increased.  He  believed  that  the  discon- ! 
“tent  which  pervaded  most  parts  of  Europe,  and  es-  j 
“ pecially  Germany,  was  more  owing  to  commercial 
“ restrictions,  than  to  any  theoretical  doctrines  on  j 
“ government;  and  that  a free  communication  among  ! 
“ them  would  do  more  to  restore  tranquility,  than  any  ; 
“ other  step  that  could  be  adopted.  He  objected  to  j 
“ all  attempts  to  frustrate  the  benevolent  intentions  of  j 
“Providence,  which  had  given  to  various  countries 
“ various  wants,  in  order  to  bring  them  together.  He  I 
“objected  to  it  as  antisocial;  be  objected  to  it,  as  j 
“ making  commerce  the  means  of  barbarising,  in- 
“ stead  of  enlightening  nations.  The  state  of  the 
“ trade  with  France  was  the  most  disgraceful  to  both 
“countries;  the  two  greatest  civilized  nations  of  the 
“ world,  placed  at  a distance  of  scarcely  twenty  miles  \ 
“ from  each  other,  had  contrived,  by  their  artificial 
“ regulations,  to  reduee  their  commerce  Avith  each 
“ other  to  a mere  nullity.”  Every  member,  speaking 
on  this  occasion,  agreed  in  the  general  sentiments, 
favorable  to  unrestricted  intercourse,  which  had  thus  j 
been  advauced;  one  of  them  remarking,  at  the  con-  j 
elusion  of  the  debate,  that  “the  principles  of  free! 
“trade,  which  he  was  happy  to  see  so  fully  recog- j 
“ nised,  Avere  of  the  utmost  consequence;  for,  though,  J 
“ in  the  present  circumstances  or  the  country,  a free  j 
“ trade  was  unattainable,  yet  their  task  hereafter  was  i 
“ to  approximate  to  it.  Considering  the  prejudices  ; 
“ and  interests  Avhich  were  opposed  to  the  recogni- 
“ tion  of  that  principle,  it  was  no  small  indication  of! 
“ the  firmness  and  liberality  of  government,  to  have  j 
“ so  fully  conceded  it.” 

Sir,  we  have  seen,  in  the  course  of  this  discussion,  i 
that  several  gentlemen  have  expressed  their  high  ad-  j 
miration  of  the  silk  manufacture  of  England.  Its 
commendation  Avas  begun,  I think,  by  the  honorable  i 
member  from  Vermont,  Avho  sits  near  me;  Avho  thinks 
that  that  alone  gives  conclusive  evidence  of  the  be-  | 
nefits  produced  by  attention  to  manufactures,  inas- 
much as  it  is  a great  source  of  wealth  to  the  nation, 
and  has  amply  repaid  all  the  cost  of  its  protection. 
Mr.  Speaker’s  approbation  of  this  part  of  the  English 
example,  was  still  Avarmer.  Now,  sir,  it  does  so 
happen,  that  both  these  gentlemen  differ  veryAvide- 
ly  on  this  point,  from  the  opinions  entertained  in 
England,  by  persons  of  the  first  rank,  both  of  know- 
ledge  and  of  power.  In  the  debate,  to  which  I haA'e 
already  referred,  the  proposer  of  the  motion  urged 
the  expediency  of  providing  for  the  admission  of  the 
silks  of  France  into  England.  “He  avo.s  aware.”  he 


said,  “that  there  was  a poor  and  industrious  body 
“ of  manufacturers,  whose  interest  must  suffer  by 
“such  an  arrangement;  and,  therefore,  he  felt  that 
“ it  AA'ould  be  the  duty  of  parliament  to  provide  for 
“the  present  generation,  by  a large  parliamentary 
“ grant.  It  Avas  conformable  toevery  principle  of  sound 
“justice  to  do  so,  Avhen  the  interests  of  a particular 
“ class  were  sacrificed  to  the  good  of  the  whole.”  In 
answer  to  these  observations,  lord  Liverpool  said 
that,  Avith  reference  to  several  branches  of  manufac- 
tures, time,  and  the  change  of  circumstances,  had 
rendered  the  system  of  protecting  duties  merely 
nominal;  and  that,  in  his  opinion,  if  all  the  protect- 
ing laws  which  regarded  both  the  wollen  and  cottoR 
manufactures,  were  to  be  repealed,  no  injurious 
effects  Avould  thereby  be  occasioned.  “But,”  he  ob- 
“ serves,  “with  respect  to  silk,  that  manufacture  in 
“ this  kingdom  is  so  completely  artificial,  that  any 
“ attempt  to  introduce  the  principles  of  free  trade, 
“with  reference  to  it,  might  put.  an  end  to  it  al- 
“ together.  I allow  that  the  silk  manufacture  is  not 
“natural  to  this  country.  I wish  ice  had  never  had  a 
“ silk  manufactoi'y.  I alloAv  that  it  is  natural  in  France; 
“I  allow  that  it  might  have  been  better,  had  each 
“ country  adhered  exclusively  to  that  manufacture. 
“ in  which  each  is  superior:  and  had  the  silks  of 
“ France  been  exchanged  for  British  cottons.  But  I 
“must  look  at  things  as  they  are:  and  when  I con- 
“ sider  the  extent  of  capital,  and  the  immense  popu- 
“ latioD,  consisting,  I believe,  of  about  50,000  per- 
“ sons  engaged  in  our  silk  manufacture,  I can  only 
“say,  that  one  of  the  few  points  in  which  I totally 
“ disagree  with  the  proposer  of  the  motion,  is  the 
“ expediency,  under  existing  circumstances,  of  hold- 
“ ingout  any  idea,  that  it  would  be  possible  to  relin- 
“ quish  the  silk  manufacture,  and  to  provide  for 
“ those  aaTio  live  by  it,  by  parliamentary  enactment. 
“Whatever  objections  there  may  be  to  the  continu- 
ance of  the  protecting  system.  I Tepeat,  that  it  is 
“ impossible  altogether  to  relinquish  it.  I may  re- 
“ gretthat  the  system  was  ever  commenced;  but  as  i 
“ cannot  recal  that  act,  I must  submit  to  the  incon- 
“ venience  by  which  it  is  attended,  rather  than  ex- 
“ pose  the  country  to  evils  of  greater  magnitude." 
Let  it  be  remembered,  sir,  that  these  are  not  the  sen- 
timents of  a theorist,  nor  the  fancies  of  speculation: 
but  the  operative  opinions  of  the  first  minister  of 
England,  acknowledged  to  be  one  of  the  ablest  and 
most  practical  statesman  of  bis  country.  Sir,  gen- 
tlemen could  have  hardly  been  more  unfortunate  than 
in  the  selection  of  the  silk  manufacture  in  England,, 
as  an  example  of  the  beneficial  effects  of  that  system 
I which  they  would  recommend.  It  is,  in  the  language 
j which  I have  quoted,  completely  artificial.  It  has 
i been  sustained  by  I know  not  how  many  laws,  break- 
ing in  upon  the  plainest  principles  of  general  expedi- 
ency. At  the  last  session  of  parliament,  the  manu- 
j facturers  petitioned  for  the  repeal  of  three  or  four  of 
I these-  statutes,  complaining  of  the  vexatious  restric- 
i tions  which  they  impose  on  the  wages  of  labor;  set- 
ting forth,  that  a great  variety  of  orders  has,  from 
time  to  time,  been  issued  by  magistrates,  under  the 
i authority  of  these  laws,  interfering,  in  an  oppressive 
manner,  Avith  the  minutest  details  of  the  manufac- 
ture: such  as  limiting  the  number  of  threads  to  an 
| inch;  restricting  the  widths  of  many  sorts  of  work: 
j and  determining  the  quantity  of  labor  not  to  be  ex- 
: needed  without  extra  wages:  that,  by  the  operation  of 
! these  laAVS,  the  rates  of  Avages,  instead  of  being  left 
; to  the  recognized  principles  of  regulation,  has  been 
| arbitrarily  fixed  by  persons  whose  ignorance  renders 
them  incompetent  to  a just  decision;  that  master* 
I are  compelled  by  law  to  pay  an  equal  price  for  all 
: work,  whether  Avell  or  ill  performed;  and  that  they 
are  totally  prevented  the  use  of  improved  machinery, 
lit  being  ordered,  that  Avork,  in  the  weaving  of  which 
•machinery  is  employed,  shall  be  paid  precisely  at  the 
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same  rate  as  if  done  by  hand;  that  these  acts  have  fro-  j They  have  relaxed  their  colonial  system,  they  have 
quently  given  rise  to  the  most  vexatious  regulations,  j-onenc.T  the  ports  of  their  islands,  and  have  done  away 
the  unintentional  breach  of  w hich  has  subjected  | the  restriction  which  limited  the  trade  of  the  colony 

to  the  mother  country.  Colonial  products  can  now 
be  carried  directly  from  the  islands  to  any  part  of 
manufactu- i Europe;  and  it  may  not  be  improbable,  considering 


manufacturers  to  ruinous  penalties,  and  that, 
troduction  of  all  machinery  being 
which  labor  might  be  cheapened,  am 
rers  being  compelled  to  pay  at  a fixed 


Baltic. 

It  may  be  added  that  Mr.  Lowe,  whom  the  gentle- 
man has  cited,  says,  that  nobody  supposes  that  the 


o x x price,  under  aiL  our  own  high  duties  on  spirits,  that  that  article  may 

circumstances,  they  are  prevented  from  afford :ngj  be  exchanged  hereafter,  by  the  English  West  India 
employment  to  their  workmen,  in  times  of  stagnation  : colonies,  directly,  for  the  timber  and  deals  of  the 
of  trade,  but  are  compelled  to  stop  their  looms.  And  j 
finally,  they  complain,  that  notwithstanding  these  j 
grievancies  under  which  they  lahgr,'  while  carrying  i 

on  their  manufacture  in  London,  the  law  still  prohi-J  three  great  staples  of  English  manufactures,  cotton, 
bits  them,  while  they  continue  to  reside  there,  from  j woollen  and  hardware,  are  benefitted  by  any  existing 
employing  any  portion  of  their  capital  in  the  same;  protecting  duties;  and  that  one  object  of  all  these 
business  in  any  other  part  of  the  kingdom,  where  it:  protecting  laws  is  usually  overlooked,  and  that  is, 
might  be  more  beneficially  conducted.  Now,  sir,  | that  they  have  been  intended  to  reconcile, the  various 
absurd  as  these  laws  must  appear  to  be  to  every  man,  j interests  to  taxation:  the  corn  law,  for  example,  be- 
the  attempt  to  repeal  them  did  not,  as' far  as  I recol-  j ing  designed  as  some  equivalent  to  the  agricultural 
lect,  altogether  succeed.  The  weavers  were  too  nit-  j interest  lor  the  burden  of  tithes  and  of  poor  rates, 
merous,  their  interests  too  great,  or  their  prejudices  | In  fine,  sir,  I think  it  is  clear,  that,  if  we  now  em- 


too  strong;  and  this  notable  instance  of  protection 
and  monopoly  still  exists,  to  be  lamented  in  England, 
with  as  much  sincerity  as  it  seems  to  be  admired 
here. 

In  order  further  to  shew  the  prevailing  sentiment 
of  the  English  government,  I would  refer  to  a report 


brace  the  system  of  prohibitions  and  restrictions,  we 
shall  shew  an  affection  for  what  others  have  discard- 
ed, and  be  attempting  to  ornament  ourselves  with 
cast  off  apparel. 

Sir,  I should  not  have  gone  into  this  prolix  detail  of 
opinions  from  any  consideration  of  their  special  im- 


of  a select  committee  of  the  house  of  commons,  at  the  porlance  on  the  present  occasion ; but,  having  happen- 
head  of  which  was  the  vice  president  of  the  board  of;  e‘d  to  state,  that  such  was  the  actual  opinion  of  the  go- 
trade,  (Mr.  Wallace),  in  July,  1820.  “The  time,”  say  j vernment  of  England  at  the  present  time,  and  the  ac- 
that  committee,  “when  monopolies  could  be  success- j curacy  of  this  representation  having  been  so  confi- 
“ fully  supported,  or  would  be  patiently  .endured,  J dently  denied,  I have  chosen  to  put  the  matter  be- 
“ either  in  respect  to  subjects  against  subjects,  or)  yond  doubt  or  cavil,  although  at  the  expense  of  these 
“ particular  countries  against  the  rest  of  the  world,  j tedious  citations.  I shall  have  occasion,  hereafter, 
“ seems  to  have  passed  away.  Commerce,  to  conti-  j of  referring  more  particularly  to  sundry  recent  Bri- 
“ nue  undisturbed  and  secure,  must  be,  as  it  was  in- 1 fish  enactments,  by  way  of  shewing  the  diligence  and 
“ tended  to  be,  a source  of  reciprocal  amity  between  ; spirit  with  which  that  government  strives  to  sustain 
“nations,  and  an  interchange  of  productions,  to  pro-!  its  navigating  interest,  by  opening  the  widest  possi- 
“ mote  the  industry,  the  wealth  and  the  happiness,  of  j ble  range  to  the-enterprize  of  individual  adventurers. 
“ mankind.”  In  moving  for  the  re-appointment  of  the  j I repeat,  that  I have  not  alluded  to  these  examples  of 
committee,  in  February,  1S23,  the  same  gentleman  f a foreign  state  as  being  fit  to  control  our  own  policy, 
said,  “We  must  also  get  rid  of  that  feeling  of  ap-|In  the  general  principle,  I acquiesce.  Protection, 
“ propriation,  which  exhibited  itself  in  a disposition)  when  carried  to  the  point  which  is  now recommend- 
“ to  produce  every  thing  necessary  for  our  own  oon-[  ed,  that  is,  to  entire  prohibition,  seems  to  me,  d£- 
“ sumption,  and  to  render  ourselves  independent  of  structive  of  all  commercial  intercourse  between  na- 
“ the  world.  No  notion  could  be  more  absurd  or  mis-  j tions.  We  are  urged  to  adopt  the  system  upon  gene- 
“ chievous;  it  led,  even  in  peace,  to  an  animosity  and  J ral  principles;  and  what  would  be  the  consequence 

• of  the  universal  application  of  such  a general  princi- 
I pie,  but  that  nations  would  abstain  entirely  from  all 


rancour,  greater  than  existed  in  time  of  war.  Un- 
“ doubtedly  there  would  be  great  prejudices  to  com- 

bat,  both  in  this  country  and  elsewhere,  in  the  at-j  intercourse  with  one  another?  I do  not  admit  the 
“ tempt  to  remove  the  difficulties  which  are  most  ob-j  general  principle;  on  the  contrary,  I think  freedom 
“ noxious.  It  would  be  impossible  to  forget  th< 

“ tention  which  was  in  some  respects  due  to  the 
“ sent  system  of  protections;  although  that  attention 
“ ought  certainly  not  to  be  carried  beyond  the  abso-i  any  case,  of  making  an  exception,  constantly  prefer- 
“ lute  necessity  of  the  case.”  And  in  a second  report  | ring,  as  I think  all  wise  governments  will,  not  to  de- 


iost  ob-  general  principle;  on  the  contrary,  I think  freedom 
the  at-  of  trade  to  be  the  general  principle,  and  restriction 
be  pre-l  the  exception.  And  it  is  for  every  state,  taking  into 
tention  view  its  own  condition,  to  judge  of  the  propriety,  in 


of  the  committee,  drawn  by  the  same  gentleman,  in  j part,  without  urgent  reason,  from  the  general  rule, 
that  part  of  it  which  proposes  a diminution  of  duties  J There  is  another  point  in  the  existing  policy  ©f 
on  timber  from  the  north  of  Europe,  and  the  policy  of  j England,  to  which  I would  most  earnestly  invite  the 
giving  a legislative  preference  to  the  importation  of  l. attention  of  the  committee;  I mean  the  warehouse 
such  timber  in  the  log,  and  a discouragement  of  the  { system,  or  what  we  usually  call  the  system  of  draw- 
importation  of  deals,  it  is  stated  that  the  committeoj  back.  Very  great  prejudices  appear  to  me  to  exist 
reject  this  policy,  because,  among  other  reasons,  it  is  j with  us  on  that  subject.  We  seem  averse  to  the  ex- 
“ founded  on  a principle  of  exclusion,  which  they  are  j tension  of  the  principle.  The  English  government,  on 
“ most  averse  to  see  brought  into  operation,  in  any  j the  contrary,  appear  to  have  carried  it  to  the  extreme 
“ new  instance , without  the  warrant  of  some  evident  j of  liberality.  They  have  arrived,  however,  at  their 
“and  great  political  expediency.”  And  on  many  subse-J  present  opinions,  and  present  practice,  by  slow  de- 


quent  occasions,  the  same  gentleman  has  taken  occa- 
sion to  observe,  that  he  differed  from,  those  who 
thought  that  manufactures  could  not  flourish  without 
restrictions  on  trade;  that  old  prejudices  of  that  sort 
were  dying  away,  and  that  more  liberal  and  just  sentK 
ments  were  taking  their  place.  These  sentiments  ap- 
pear to  have  been  followed  by  important  legal  provi- 
sions, calculated  to  remove  restrictions  and  prohibi- 
tions, where  they  were  most  severely  felt;  that  is  to 
say  in  several  branches  of  navigation  and  trade. 


grees.  The  transit  system  was,  commenced  about  the 
year  1803;  but  the  first  laur  was  partial  and  limited. 
It  admitted  the  importation  of  raw  materials  for  ex- 
portation, but  it  excluded  almost  every  sort  of  manu- 
factured goods.  This  was  done  for  the  same  reason 
that  we  propose  to  prevent  the  transit  of  Canadian 
wheat  through  the  United  States — the  fear  of  aiding 
the  competition  of  the  foreign  article  with  our  own, 
in  foreign  markets.  Better  reflection,  or  more  ex- 


perience. 


duced  them 


ton  i.nat  racae  ot 
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reasoning,  and  to  consider  all  such  means  ofinlluenc- 
ing  foreign  markets  as  nugatory:  since,  in  the  present 
active  and  enlightened  state  of  the  world,  nations 
will  supply  themselves  from  the  best  sources,  and  the 
true  policy  of  all  producers,  whether  of  raw  mate- 
rials, or  of  manufactured  articles,  is,  not  vaiuly  to 
endeavor  to  keep  other  venders  out  of  the  market, 
but  to  conquer  them  in  it,  by  the  quality  and  the 
cheapness  of  their  articles.  The  present  policy  of 
England,  therefore,  is,  to  allure  the  importation  of 
of  commodities  into  England,  there  to  be  deposited  in 
English  warehouses,  thence  to  be  exported  in  as- 
sorted cargoes,  and  thus  enabling  her  to  carry  on  a 
general  export  trade  to  all  quarters  of  the  globe. 
Articles  of  all  kinds,  with  the  single  exception  of 
tea,  may  be  brought  into  England,  from  any  part  of 
the  world,  in  foreign  as  well  as  British  ships,  there 
warehoused,  and  again  exported,  at  the  pleasure  of 
the  owner,  without  the  payment  of  any  duty,  or  go- 
vernment charge  whatever. 

While  I am  upon  this  subject,  I would  take  notice 
also  of  the  recent  proposition  in  the  English  parlia- 
ment to  abolish  the  tax  on  imported  wool;  and  it  is 
observable,  that  those  who  support  this  proposition, 
give  the  same  reasons  as  have  been  offered  here,  with- 
m the  last  week,  against  the  duty  which  we  propose 
on  the  same  article.  They  say,  that  their  manufac- 
turers require  a cheap  and  coarse  wool,  for  the  sup- 
ply of  the  Mediterranean  and  Levant  trade,  and 
that,  without  a more  free  admission  of  the  wool  of 
the  continent,  that  trade  will  all  fall  into  the  hands 
of  the  Germans  and  Italians,  who  will  carry  it 
on  through  Leghorn  and  Trieste.  While  there  is 
this  duty  on  foreign  wool  to  protect  the  wool-growers 
of  England,  there  is,  on  the  other  hand,  a prohibition 
on  the  exportation  of  the  native  article,  in  aid  of  the 
manufacturers.  The  opinion  seems  to  be  gaining 
strength,  that  the  true  policy  is  t.o  abolish  both. 

Laws  have  long  existed  in  England,  preventing  the 
emigration  of  artisans,  and  the  exportation  of  ma- 
chinery; but  the  policy  of  these,  also,  has  become 
doubted,  and  an  inquiry  has  been  instituted  in  par- 
liament into  the  expediency  of  repealing  them.  As 
to  the  emigration  of  artisans,  say  those  who  dis- 
approve the  laws,  if  that  were  desirable,  no  law 
could  effect  it;  and,  as  to  the  exportation  of  ma- 
chinery, let  us  fabricate  and  export  it,  as  we  would 
any  other  commodity.  If  France  is  determined  to 
spin  and  weave  her  own  cotton,  let  us,  if  we  may, 
still  have  the  benefit  of  furnishing  the  machinery. 

1 have  stated  these  things,  sir,  to  shew  what  seems 
to  be  the  general  tone  of  thinking  and  reasoning  on 
these  subjects  in  that  country,  the  example  of  which 
has  been^so  much  pressed  upon  us.  Whether  the 
present  policy  of  England  be  right  cr  wrong,  wise  or 
unwise,  it  cannot,  as  it  seems  clearly  to  me,  be 
quoted  as  an  authority  for  carrying  further  the  re- 
strictive and  exclusive  system,  either  in  regard  to 
manufactures  or  trade.  To  re-establish  a sound  cur- 
rency, to  meet  at  once  the  shock,  tremendous  as  it 
was,  of  the  fall  of  prices,  to  enlarge  her  capacity  for 
foreign  trade,  to  open  wide  the  field  of  individual  en- 
terprize  and  competition,  and  to  say,  plainly  and  dis- 
tinctly, that  the  country  must  relieve  itself  from  the 
embarrassments  which  it  felt,  by  economy,  frugality 
and  renewed  efforts  of  enterprize;  these  appear  to  be 
the  general  outline  of  the  policy  which  England  has 
pursued. 

Mr.  Chairman:  I will  say  a few  words  upon  a topic, 
but,  for  the  introduction  of  which,  into  this  debate,  I 
should  not  have  given  the  committee,  on  this  occa- 
sion, the  trouble  of  hearing  me.  Some  days  ago,  I 
believe  it  was  when  we  were  settling  the  controversy 
between  the  oil  merchants  and  the  tallow  chandlers, 
the  balance  of  trade  made  its  appearance  in  debate, 


and  I must  confess,  sir,  that  I spoke  of  it,  or  rather 
spoke  to  it,  somewhat,  freely  and  irreverently.  I be- 
lieve I used  the  hard  names  which  have  been  imputed 
to  me;  and  I did  it  sunply  for  the  purpose  of  laying  the 
spectre,  and  driving  it  back  to  its  tomb.  Certainly, 
sir,  when  I called  the  old  notion  on  this  subject  non- 
sense, I did  not  suppose  that  1 should  offend  any  one, 
unless  the  dead  should  happen  to  hear  me.  All  the 
living  generation,  I took  it  for  granted,  would  think 
the  term  very  properly  applied.  In  this,  however,  I 
was  mistaken.  The  dead  and  the  living  rise  up  to- 
gether to  call  me  to  account,  and  I must  defend  my- 
self as  well  as  I am  able. 

Let  us  inquire,  then,  sir,  what  is  meant  by  an  un- 
favorable balance  of  trade,  and  what  the  argument  is, 
drawn  from  that  source.  By  an  unfavorable  balance 
of  trade,  I understand,  is  meantthat  state  of  things  in 
which  importation  exceeds  exportation.  To  apply 
it  to  our  own  case,  if  the  value  of  goods  imported 
exceed  the  value  of  those  exported,  then  the  balance 
of  trade  is  said  to  be  against  us,  inasmuch  as  we  have 
run  in  debt  to  the  amount  of  this  difference.  There- 
fore, it  is  said,  that,  if  a nation  continue  long  in  a 
commerce  like  this,  it  must  be  rendered  absolutely 
bankrupt.  It  is  in  the  condition  of  a man  that  buys 
more  than  he  sells;  and  how  can  such  a traffic,  be 
maintained  without  ruin?  Now,  sir,  the  whole  fallacy 
of  this  argument  consists  in  supposing  that,  whenever 
the  value  of  imports  exceeds  that  of  exports,  a debt  is 
necessarily  created  to  the  extent  of  the  difference: 
whereas,  ordinarily,  the  import  is  no  more  than  the 
result  of  the  export,  augmented  in  value  by  the  labor 
of  transportation.  The  excess  of  imports  over  ex- 
ports, in  truth,  usually  shows  the  gains,  not  the  losses 
of  trade;  or,  in  a country  that  not  only  buys  and  sells 
goods,  but  employs  ships  in  carrying  goods  also,  it 
shows  the  profits  of  commerce,  and  the  earnings  of 
navigation.  Nothingis  more  certain  than  that,  in  the 
usual  course  of  things,  and  taking  a series  of  years 
together,  the  value  of  our  imports  is  the  aggregate  of 
our  exports  and  our  freights.  If  the  value  of  com- 
modities, imperted  in  a given  case,  did  not  exceed  the 
value  of  the  outward  cargo,  with  which  they  were  pur- 
chased, then  it  would  be  clear  to  every  man’s  common 
sense,  that  the  voyage  had  not  been  profitable.  If 
such  commodities  fell  far  short  in  value  of  the  cost  of 
the  outward  cargo,  then  the  voyage  would  he  a very- 
losing  one;  and  yet  it  would  present  exactly  that  state 
of  things,  which,  according  to  the  notion  of  a balance 
of  trade , can  alone  indicate  a prosperous  commerce. 
On  the  other  hand,  if  the  return  cargo  were  found  to  be 
worth  much  more  than  the  outward  cargo,  while  the 
merchant,  havingpaid  tor  the  goods  exported,  and  all 
the  expenses  of  tne  voyage,  finds  a handsome  sum  yet 
in  his  hands,  which  he  calls  profits,  the  balance  of  trade 
is  stili  against  him,  and,  whatever  he  may  think  of  it, 
he  is  in  a very  bad  way.  Although  one  individual, 
or  all  individuals  gain,  the  nation  loses;  while  all  its 
citizens  grow  rich,  the  country  grows  poor.  This  is 
the  doctrine  of  the  balance  of  trade.  Allow  me,  sir,  to 
give  an  instance  tending  to  shew  how  unaccountably 
individuals  deceive  themselves,  and  imagine  them- 
selves to  be  somewhat  rapidly  mending  their  condi- 
tion, while  they  ought  to  be  persuaded  that,  by  that 
infallible  standard,  the  balance  of  trade,  they  are  on  the 
high  road  to  ruin.  Some  years  ago,  in  better  times 
than  the  present,  a ship  left  one  of  the  towns  of  New 
England  with  10,000  specie  dollars.  She  proceeded 
to  Mocha,  on  the  Red  Sea,  and  there  laid  out  these 
dollars  in  coffee,  drugs,  spices,  &c.  With  this  new 
cargo  she  proceeded  to  Europe;  two  thirds  of  it  were 
sold  in  Holland  for  $130,000,  which  the  ship  brought 
back,  and  placed  in  the  same  bank,  from  the  vaults 
of  which  she  had  taken  her  original  outfit.  The  other 
third  was  sent  to  the  ports  of  the  Mediterranean,  and 
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[J\Ir.  Webster's  speech — concluded,.] 
produced  a return  of  25,000  dollars  in  spe«ie,  and 
I >,000  dollars  in  Italian  merchandise.  These  sums, 
together,  make  $170,000  imported,  which  is  $100,000 
more  than  was  exported,  and  is,  therefore,  proof  of 
an  unfavorable  balance  of  trade , to  that  amount,  in  this 
adventure.  We  should  find  no  great  difficulty,  sir,  in 
paying  off  our  balances  if  this  were  the  nature  of 
them  all. 

The  truth  is,  Mr.  Chairman,  that  all  these  obsolete 
and  exploded  notipns  had  their  origin  in  very  mistaken 
ideas  of  the  true  nature  of  commerce.  Commerce 
is  not  a gambling  among  nations  for  a stake,  to  be 
won  by  some  and  lest  by  others.  It  has  not  the  ten- 
dency necessarily  to  impoverish  one  of  the  parties  to 
it,  while  it  enriches  the  other;  all  parties  gain,  all 
parties  make  profits,  all  parties  grow  rich,  by  the 
operations  of  just  and  liberal  commerce.  If  the 
world  had  but  one  clime,  and  but  one  soil;  if  all  men 
had  the  same  wants  and  the  same  means,  on  the  spot 
of  their  existence,  to  gratify  those  wants;  then,  in- 
deed, what  one  obtained  from  the  other  by  exchange, 
would  injure  one  party  in  the  same  degree  that  it 
benefitted  the  other;  then,  indeed,  there  would  he 
some  foundation  for  the balance  of  trade.  But  Provi- 
dence has  disposed  our  lot  much  more  kindly.  We 
inhabit  a various  earth.  We  have  reciprocal  w ants, 
and  reciprocal  means  for  gratifying  one  another’s 
wants.  This  is  the  true  .origin  of  commerce,  which 
is  nothing  more  than  an  exchange  of  equivalents; 
and,  from. the  rude  barter  of  its  primitive  state  to  the 
refined  and  complex  state  in  which  we  soe  it,  its 
principle  is  uniformly* the  same;  its  only  object  being, 
in  every  stage,  to  product  that  exchange  of  commo- 
dities between  individuals  and  between  nations,  which 
shall  conduce  to  the  advantage  and  to  the  happiness 
of  both.  Commerce  between  nations,  has  the  same 
essential  character  as  commerce  between  indivi- 
duals, or  between  parts  of  the  same  nation.  Cannot 
two  individuals  make  an  interchange  of  commodities 
which  shall  prove  beneficial  to  both,  or  in  which  the 
balance  of  trade  shall  be  in  favor  of  both?  If  not,  the 
tailor  and  the  shoemaker,  the  farmer  and  the  smith, 
have  hitherto  very  much  misunderstood  their  own  in- 
terest. And,  with  regard  to  the  internal  trade  of  a 
country,  in  which  the  same  rule  would  apply  as  be- 
tween nations,  do  we  ever  speak  of  such  an  inter- 
course being  prejudicial  to  one  side  because  it  is  use- 
ful to  the  other?  Do  we  ever  hear  that,  because  the 
Jutcrcourse  between  New  York  and  Albany  is  advan- 
tageous to  one  of  those  places,  it  must  therefore  be 
ruinous  to  the  other? 

May  I be  allowred,  sir,  to  read  a passage  on  this 
subject  from  the  observations  of  a gentleman,  in  my 
opinion,  one  of  the  most  clear  and  sensible  writers  and 
speakers  of  the  age  upon  subjects  of  this  sort?  " “There 
• is  fio  political  question  on  which  the  prevalence  of 
“false  principles  is  so  general,  as  in  what  relates  to 
' the  nature  of  commerce  and  to  the  pretended  balance 
“‘of  trade;  and  there  are  few  which  have  led  to  a greater 
“number  of  practical  mistakes,  attended  with  conse- 
quences extensively  prejudicial  to  the  happiness  of 
“mankind.  In  this  country,  our  parliamentary  pro- 
ceedings, our  public  documents,  and  the  works  of 
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“several  able  and  popular  writers,  have  combined  to 
“propagate  the  impression  that  w e are  indebted  for 
“much  of  our  riches  to  what  is  called  the  balance  of 
“traded  “Our  true  policy  would  surely  be  to  profess, 
“as  the  object  and  guide  of  our  commercial  system, 
“that  which  every  man  who  has  studied  the  subject, 

I “must  know  to  fce  the  true  principle  of  commerce, 

“ the  interchange  of  reciprocal  and  equivalent  benefit.  We 
“may  rest  assured  that  it  is  not  in  the  nature  of  com- 
“merce  to  enrich  one  party  at  the  expense  of  the 
“other.  This  is  apurpose  at  which,  if  it  were  prac- 
ticable, we  ought  not  to  aim;  and  which,  if  we  aimed 
“at,  we  could  not  accomplish.”  These  remarks,  I be- 
lieve, sir,  were  written  some  ten  or  twelve  years  ago. 
They  are  in  perfect  accordance  with  the  opinions  ad- 
vanced in  more  elaborate  treatises,  and  now  that  the 
world  has  returned  to  a state  of  peace,  and  commerce 
has  resumed  its  natural  channels,  and  different  nations 
are  enjoying,  or  seeking  to  enjoy,  their  respective 
portions  of  it,  all  see  the  justness  of  these  ideas;  all 
see  that,  in  this  day  of  knowledge  and  cf  peace,  there 
can  be  no  commerce  between  nations  but  that  which 
shall  benefit  all  who  are  parties  to  it. 

If  it  were  necessary,  Mr.  Chairman,  I might  ask  the 
attention  of  the  committee  to  recur  to  a document 
before  us,  on  this  subject,  of  the  balance  of  trade.  • It 
will  be  seen,  by  reference  to  the  accounts,  that,  in  the 
course  of  the  last  year,  our  total  export  to  Holland 
exceeded  two  millions  and  a half;  our  total  import 
from  the  same  country  was  but  700,000  dollars. — 
Now  can  any  man  be  wild  enough  to  make  any  in- 
ference from  this  of  the  gain  or  loss  of  our  trade  with 
Holland  for  that  year?  Our  trade  with  Russia  for  the 
same  year,  produced  a balance  the  other  w ay;  our 
import  being  two  millions,  and  our  export  but  half  a 
million.  But  this  has  no  more  tendency  to  shew  the 
Russian  trade  a losing  trade,  than  the  other  statement 
has  to  shew  that  the  Dutch  trade  has  been  a gainful 
one.  Neither  of  them,  by  itself,  proves  any  thing. 

Springing  out  of  this  notion  of  a balance  cf  trade, 
there  has  been  another  idea,  which  has  been  much, 
dwelt  upon  in  the  course  of  this  debate;  that  is,  that 
we  ought  not  to  buy  of  nations  who  do  not  buy  of  us; 
for  example,  that  the  Ruslan  trade  is  a trade  disad- 
vantageous to  the  country,  and  ought  to  be  discourag- 
ed, because,  in  the  ports  of  Russia,  we  buy  more  than 
we  sell.  Now,  allow  me  to  observe,  in  the  first  place, 
sir,  that  we  have  no  account  shewing  how  much  we 
do  sell  in  the  ports  cf  Russia.  Our  official  returns 
shew  us  only  what  is  the  amount  of  our  direct  ex- 
ports to  her  ports.  But  then  we  all  know  that  the 
proceeds  of  other  of  our  exports  go  to  the  same  mar- 
ket, though  indirectly.  We  send  our  own  products, 
for  example,  to  Cuba,  or  to  Brazil ; we  there  exchange 
them  for  the  sugar  and  the  coffee  of  those  countries, 
and  these  articles  we  carry  to  St.  Petersburg,  anti 
there  sell  them.  Again — our  exports  to  Holland  and 
Hamburg  are  connected  directly  or  indirectly  with, 
our  imports  from  Russia.  What  difference  does  it 
make,  in  sense  or  reason,  whether  a cargo.of  iron  be* 
bought  at  St.  Peterburg  by  the  exchange  of  a cargo  of 
tobacco,  or  whether  the  tobacco  has  been  sold  on  the 
way,  in  a better  market,  in  a port  of  Holland,  the  mo- 
money  remitted  to  England,  and  the  iron  paid  for  by  a 
bill  on  London?  There  might,  indeed, "have  been  an. 
augmented  freight;  there  might  have  been  some  saving 
of  commissions,  if  tobacco  had  been  in  brisk  demand 
in  the  Russian  market.  But  still  there  is  nothing  to. 
' shew,  that  the  whole  voyage  may  not  have  been  highly 
! profitable.  That  depends  upon  the  original  cost  of 
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the  article  here,  the  amount  of  freight  and  insurance 
to  Holland,  the  price  obtained  there,  the  rate  of  ex- 
change between  Holland  and  England;  the  expense, 
then,  of  proceeding  to  St.  Petersburg,  the  price  of 
iron  there,  the  rats  of  exchange  between  that  place 
and  England,  th.  amount  of  freight  and  insurance 
home,  and,  finally,  the  value  of  the  iron,  when  brought 
to  our  own  market.  These  are  the  calculations 
which  determine  the  fortune  of  the  adventure;  and 
nothing  can  be  judged  of  it,  one  way  or  the  other,  by 
the  relative  state  of  our  imports  or  exports  with  ITol-  j 
land,  England  or  Russia. 

I would,  not  be  understood  to  deny  that  it  may  of-  i 
ten  be  our  interest  to  cultivate  a trade  with  countries  J 
that  most  require  such  commodities  as  we  can  furnish,  j 
and  which  are  capable  also  of  directly  supplying  our 
own  wants.  This  is  the  simplest  and  most  original 
form  of  all  commerce,  and  is,  no  doubt,  highly  be-  j 
neficial.  And  some  countries  are  so  situated,  doubt- 
less, that  commerce,  in  this  original  form,  or  some- 
thing near  it,  may  be  all  that  they  can,  without  con- 
siderable inconvenience,  carry  on.  Our  trade,  for 
example,  with  Madeira  and  the  Western  Islands,  has 
been  useful  to  the  country  as  furnishing  a demand  for 
some  portion  of  our  agricultural  products,  which, 
probabiy  could  not  have  been  bought,  had  we  not  re- 
ceived their  products  in  return.  Countries,  situat- 
ed still  farther  from  the  great  marts  and  highways 
of  the  commercial  world,  may  afford  still  stronger 
instances  of  the  necessity  and  utility  of  conducting 
commerce  on  the  original  principle  of  barter,  with- 
out much  assistance  from  the  operations  of  credit 
and  exchange.  All  I would  be  understood  to  say  is, 
that  it  by  no  means  follows  that  that  must  be  a los-.j 
ing  trade  with  any  country,  from  which  we  receive  j 
more  of  her  products  than  she  receives  of  our’s. — j 
And  since  I was  supposed,  the  other  day,  in  speaking  ! 
upon  this  subject,  to  have  advanced  opinions  which  i 
not  only  this  country  ought  to  reject,  but  which  also 
other  countries,  and  those  the  most  distinguished  for  j 
skill  and  success  in  commercial  intercoure,  do  re-  j 
jei.  t,  I will  ask  leave  to  refer  again  to  the  discussion 
which  I first  mentioned  in  the  English  parliament, 
relative  to  the  foreign  trade  of  that  country.  “With 
“regard,”  says  the  mover*  of  the  proposition,  “to 
“the  argument  employed  against  renewing  our  inter- 1 
“course  with  the  north  of  Europe,  namely,  that  those  ! 
“who  supplied  us  with  timber  from  that  quarter  j 
“v.  ould  not  receive  British  manufactures  in  return,  it ; 
“appeared  to  him  futile  and  ungrounded.  If  they  did  j 
“not  send  direct  for  our  manufactures  at  home,  they  i 
“would- send  for  them  to  Leipjjic  and  other  fairs  of  j 
“Germany.  Were  net  the  Russian  and  Polish  mer-  i 
“chants  purchasers  there  to  a great  amount?  But  he 
“would  never  admit  the  principle,  that  a trade  was 
“not  profitable,  because  we  were  obliged  to  carry  it 
“on  with  the  precious  metals,  or  that  we  ought  to  re- 
nounce it,  because  our  manufactures  were  not  re-  j 
“ecived  by  the  foreign  nation,  in  return  for  its  pro-  j 
“duce.  Whatever  wc  received  must  be  paid  for  in  j 
“tin.*  produce  of  our  land  and  labor,  directly  or  cir-  j 
“cuiiously,  and  he  was  glad  to  have  the  noble  earl’sj  j 
“marked  concurrence  in  this  principle.” 

Referring  ourselves  again,  sir,  to  the  analogies  of> 
common  life,  no  one  would  say,  that  a farmer  or  a) 
mechanic  should  buy  only  where  he  can  do  so  by  the } 
exchange  of  his  own  produce,  or  of  his  own  manufac- 
ture. Such  exchange  may  he  often  convenient;  and, 
on  the  other  hand,  the  cash  purchase  may  be  often 
more  convenient.  It  is  the  same  in  the  intercourse  of 
nations.  Indeed,  Mr.  Speaker  has  placed  this  ar- 
gument on  very  clear  grounds.  It  has  been  said,  in 
tne  early  part  of  the  debate,  that  if  we  cease  to  import 
3 English  cotton  fabrics,  England  would  no  longer  con- 
tinue to  purchase  our  cotton.  To  this,  Mr.  Speaker 
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has  replied,  with  great  force  and  justice,  that,  as  she 
must  have  cotton  in  large  quantities,  she  will  buy  the 
article  where  she  can  find  it  best  and  cheapest;  and 
that  it  would  be  quite  ridiculous  in  her,  manufactur- 
ing, as  she  still  would  be,  for  her  own  vast  consump- 
tion, and  the  consumption  of  millions  in  other  con- 
tries,  to  reject  our  uplands,  because  we  had  learned 
to  manufacture  a part  of  them  for  ourselves.  And 
would  it  not  be  equally  ridiculous  in  us,  if  the.commo- 
di ties  of  Russia  were  both  cheaper  and  better  suited 
to  our  wants  than  could  be  found  elsewhere,  to  ab- 
stain from  commerce  with  her,  because  she  will  not 
receive,  in  return,  other  commodities  which  we  have 
to  sell,  but  which  she  has  no  occasion  to  buy? 

Intimately  connected,  sir,  with  this  topic,  is  ano- 
ther, which  has  been  brought  into  the  debate;  I mean 
the  evil  so  much  complained  of — the  exportation  of 
specie.  We  hear  gentlemen  imputing  the  loss  of 
market  at  home  to  a want  of  money,  and  this  want  of 
money  to  the  exportation  of  the  precious  metals.  We 
hear  the  India  and  China  trade  denounced,  as  a com- 
merce conducted,  on  our  side,  in  a great  measure, 
with  gold  and  silver.  These  opinions,  sir,  are  clearly 
void  of  all  just  foundation,  and  we  cannot  too  soon 
get  rid  of  them.  There  are  no  shallower  reasoners, 
than  those  political  and  commercial  writers,  who 
would  represent  it  to  be  the  only  true  and  gainful  end 
of  commerce,  to  accumulate  the  precious  metals. — 
These  are  articles  of  use,  and  articles  of  merchandise, 
writh  this  additional  circumstance  belonging  to  them, 
that  they  are  made,  by  the  general  consent  of  nations, 
the  standard  by  which  the  value  of  all  other  merchan- 
dise is  to  be  estimated.  In  regard  to  weights  and  mea- 
sures, something  drawn  from  external  nature  is  made 
a common  standard,  for  the  purposes  of  general  con- 
venience; and  this  is  precisely  the  office  performed  by 
the  precious  metals,  in  addition  to  those  uses  to  which, 
as  metals,  they  are  capable  of  being  applied.  There 
may  be  of  these,  too  much  or  too  little  in  a country, 
at  a particular  time,  as  there  may  be  of  any  other  ar- 
ticles. When  the  market  is  overstocked  with  them, 
as  it  often  is,  their  exportation  becomes  as  proper  and 
as  useful  as  that  of  other  commodities,  under  similar 
circumstances.  We  need  jao  more  repine,  when  the 
dollars,  which  have  been  brought  here  from  South 
America,  are  despatched  to  other  countries,  than 
when  coffee  and  sugar  take  the  same  direction.  We 
often  deceive  ourselves  by  attributing  to  a scarcity 
of  money,  that  which  is  the  result  of  other  causes — 
In  the  course  of  this  debate,  the  honorable  member 
from  Pennsylvania  has  represented  the  country  as 
full  of  every  thing  but  money.  But  this  I take  to  be 
a mistake.  The  agricultural  products,  so  abundant 
in  Pennsylvania,  will  not,  he  says,  sell  for  money;  but 
they  will  sell  for  money  as  quick  as  for  any  other  ar- 
ticle which  happens  to  be  in  demand.  They  will  sell 
for  money,  for  example,  as  easily  as  for  coffee,  or  for 
tea,  at  the  prices  which  properly  belong  to  those  ar- 
ticles. The  mistake  lies  in  imputing  that  to  want  of 
money,  which  arises  from  want  of  demand.  Men  do 
not  buy  wheat  because  they  have  money,  but  because 
they  want  wheat.  To  decide  whether  money  be 
plenty  or  not,  that  is,  whether  there  be  a large  por- 
tion.of  capital  unemployed  or  not,  when  the  currency 
of  a country  is  metallic,  we  must  look,  not  only  to 
the  prices  of  commodities,  but  also  to  the  rate  of  inte- 
rest. A low  rate  of  interest,  a facility  of  obtaining 
money  on  loans,  a disposition  to  invest  in  perma- 
nent stocks,  all  of  which  are  proofs  that  money  is 
plenty,  may  nevertheless  often  denote  a state  not  of 
the  highest  prosperity.  They  may,  and  often  do, 
shew  a want  of  employment  for  capital;  and  the  ac- 
cumulation of  specie  shews  the  same  thing.  We  have 
no  occasion  for  the  precious  metals,  as  money,  except 
for  the  purpose  of  circulation,  or  rather  of  sustaining 
a safe  paper  circulation.  And  whenever  there  be  a 
prospect  of  a profitable  investment  abroad,  all  the 
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sold  and  silver,  except  what  these  purposes  require, 
w ill  be  exported.  For  the  same  reason,  if  a demand 
exist  abroad  for  sugar  and  coffee,  whatever  amount 
of  those  articles  might  exist  in  the  country,  beyond 
the  wants  of  ils  own  consumption,  would  be  sent 
abroad  to  meet  that  demand.  Besides,  sir,  bow  should 
it  ever  occur  to  any  body,  that  we  should  continue  to 
export  gold  and  silver,  if  we  did  not  continue  to  im- 
port them  also?  Ii‘  a vessel  take  our  own  products 
lo  the  Havana,  or  elsewhere,  exchange  them  for  dol- 
lars, proceed  to  China,  exchange  them  for  silks  and 
leas,  bring  these  last  to  the  ports  of  the  Mediterra- 
nean, sell  them  there  for  dollars,  and  return  to  the  U. 
States,  this  would  be.  a voyage  resulting  in  the  im- 
portation of  the  precious  metals.  But  if  she  had  re- 
lumed from  Cuba,  and  the  dollars  obtained  there 
bad  been  shipped  direct  from  the  .United  States  to 
China,  the  China  goods  sold  in  Holland,  and  the  pro- 
ceeds brought  home  in  the  hemp  and  iron  of  Russia, 
this  would  be  a voyage  in  which  they  were  exported. 
Yet  every  body  sees,  that  both  might  be  equally  be- 
neficial to  the  individuals  and  to  the  public,  i believe, 
sir,  that,  in  point  of  fact,  we  have  enjoyed  great  benefit 
in  our  trade  with  India  and  China,  from  the  liberty  of 
going  from  place  to  place,  all  over  the  world,  without 
beingobliged,  in  the  mean  time,  to  return  home — a li- 
berty not  heretofore  enjoyed  by  the  private  traders 
of  England,  in  regard  to  India  and  China.  Suppose 
the  American  ship  to  be  at  Brazil,  for  example — she 
could  proceed  with  her  dollars  direct  to  India,  and,  in 
return,  could  distribute  her  cargo  in  all  the  various 
ports  of  Europe,  or  America:  while  an  English  ship, 
if  a private  trader,  being  at  Brazil,  must  first  return  to 
England,  and  then  could  only  proceed  in  the  direct 
line  from  England  to  India.  This  advantage,  our 
countrymen  have  not  been  backward  to  improve; 
and,  in  the  debate  to  which  I have  already  so  often 
referred,  it  was  stated,  not  without  some  complaint 
of  the  inconvenience  of  exclusion,  and  the  natural 
sluggishness  of  monopoly,  that  American  ships  were 
at  that  moment  fitting  cut  in  the  Thames,  to  supply 
France,  Holland,  and  other  countries  on  the  conti- 
nent, with  tea;  while  the  East  India  Company  would 
not  do  this  of  themselves,  nor  allow  any  of  their  fel- 
low countrymen  to  do  it  for  them. 

There  is  yet  another  subject,  Mr.  Chairman,  Upon 
which  I would  wish  to  say  something,  if  1 might  pre- 
sume upon  the  continued  patience  of  the  committee. 
We  hear,  sometimes;  in  the  house,  and  continually 
out  of  it,  .of  the  rate  of  exchange,  as  being  one  proof 
that  we  are  on  the  downward  road  to  ruin.  Mr. 
Speaker  himself  has  adverted  to  that  topic,  and  I am 
afraid  that  his  authority  may  give  credit  to  opinions 
clearly  unfounded,  and  which  lead  to  very  false  and 
erroneous  conclusions.  Sir,  let  us  see  what  the  facts 
are.  Exchange  on  England  has  recently  risen  one  or 
one  and  a half  per  cent.,  partly  owing,  perhaps,  to 
the  introduction  of  this  bill  into  congress.  Before 
this  recent  rise,  and  for  the  last  six  months,  I under- 
stand its  average  may  have  been  about  seven  and  a 
balftper  cent,  advance.  Now,  supposing  this  to  be 
the  real , and  not  merely,  as  it  is,  the  nominal  par  of 
exchange,  between  us  and  England,  what  would  it 
prove?  Nothing,  except  that  funds  were  wanted 
in  England  for  commercial  operations,  to  be  carried 
on  either  in  England  or  elsewhere.  It  would  not  ne- 
cessarily shew  that  we  were  indebted  to  England:  for, 
if  we  had  occasion  to  pay  debts  in  Russia  or  Holland, 
funds  in  England  would  naturally  enough  he  required 
for  such  a purpose.  And  even  if  it  did  prove  that  a 
balance  was  due  England,  at  the  moment,  it  would 
have  no  tendency  to  explain  to  us  whether  our  com- 
merce with  England  had  been  profitable  or  unprofit- 
able. But  it  is  not  true,  in  point  of  fact,  that  the  real 
price  of  exchange  is  seven  and  a half  per  cent,  ad- 
vance, nor,  indeed,  that  there  i,s,  at  the  present  mo- 
ment, any  advance  at  all:  That  is  to  say,  it  £«  not  1 


true,  that  merchants  will  give  such  an  advance,  or 
any  advance,  for  money  in  England,  more  than  they 
would  give  for  the  same  amount,  in  the  same  curren- 
cy, here.  It  will  strike  every  one,  who  reflects  upon 
it,  that,  if  there  were  a real  difference  of  seven  and 
a half  percent,  money  would  be  immediately  shipped 
to  England;  because  the  expense  of  transportation 
would  be  far  less  than  that  difference.  Or,  commodities 
of  trade  would  he  shipped  to  Europe,  and  the  proceeds 
remitted  to  England.  If  it  could  so  happen,  that 
American  merchants  should  be  willing  to  pay  ten  per 
cent,  premium  for  money  in  England,  or,  in  other 
words,  that  a real  difference  to  that  amount  in  the 
exchange  should  exist,  its  effects  would  be  imme- 
diately seen  in  new  shipments  of  our  own  commodi- 
ties to  Europe,  because  this  state  of  things  would 
create  new  motives.  A cargo  of  tobacco,  for  exam- 
ple, might  sell  at  Amsterdam  for  the  same  price  as 
before;  but  if  its  proceeds,  when  remitted  to  Lon- 
don, were  advanced,  as  they  would  be  in  such  case, 
ten  per  cent,  by  the  of  state  exchange,  this  would  be 
so  much  added  to  the  price,  and  would  operate,  there- 
fore, as  a motive  for  the  exportation;  and  in  this  wav, 
national  balances,  are,  and  always  will  he,  adjusted- 
To  form  any  accurate  idea  of  the  true  state  of  ex- 
change between  two  countries,  we  must  look  at  their 
currencies,  and  compare  the  quantities  of  gold  and 
silver  which  they  may  respectively  represent.  This 
usually  explains  the  state  of  the  exchanges;  and  this 
will  satisfactorily  account  for  the  apparent  advance, 
now  existing,  on  bills  drawn  on  England.  The  English 
standard  of  value  is  gold;  with  us,  that  office  is  per- 
formed by  gold  and  by  silver  also,  at  a fixed  relation 
to  each  other.  But  our  estimate  of  silver  is  rather 
higher,  in  proportion  to  gold,  than  most  nations  give 
it;  it  is  higher,  especially,  than  in  England,  at  the 
present  moment.  The  consequence  is,  that  silver, 
which  remains  a legal  currency  with  us,  stays  here, 
while  the  gold  has  gone  abroad;  verifying  the  uni- 
versal truth,  that,  if  two  currencies  he  allowed  to 
exist,  of  different  values,  that  which  is  cheapest 
will  fill  up  the  whole  circulation.  For  as  much  gold 
as  will  suffice  to  pay  here  a debt  of  a given  amount, 
W'e  can  buy  in  England  more  silver  than  would  be  ne- 
cessary to  pay  the  same  debt  here;  and  from  this  dif- 
ference in  the  value  of  silver  arises  wholly,  or  in  a 
great  measure,  the  present  apparent  difference  in  ex- 
change. Spanish  dollars  sell  now,  in  England,  for 
four  shillings  and  nine  pence  sterling  per  ounce; 
equal  to  one  dollar  and  six  cents.  By  our  standard, 
the  same  ounce  is  worth  one  dollar  and  sixteen  cents; 
being  a difference  of  about  nine  per  cent.  The  true 
par  of  exchange,  therefore,  is  nine  per  cent.  If  a meiv 
chant  here  pay  one  hundred  Spanish  dollars  for  a bill 
on  England,  at  nominal  par,  in  sterling  money,  that  is, 
for  a bill  for  221.  10s.  the  proceeds  of  this  bill,  when 
paid  in  England,  in  the  legal  currency,  will  there 
purchase,  at  the  present  price  of  silver,  one  hundred 
and  nine  Spanish  dollars.  Therefore,  if  the  nominal 
advance  on  English  bills  do  not  exceed  nine  per  cent, 
the  real  exchange  is  not  against  this  country;  in  other 
words,  it  does  not  shew  that  there  is  any  pressing  or 
particular  occasion  for  the  remittance  of  funds  tp 
England. 

As  little  can  be  inferred  from  the  occasional  trans- 
fer of  United  States’  stock  to  England.  Considering 
the  interest  paid  on  onr  stocks,  the  entire  stability  of 
our  credit,  and  the  accumulation  of  capital  in  Eng- 
land, it  is  not  at  all  wonderful  that  investments  should 
occasionally  he  made  in  our  funds.  As  a sort  of 
countervailing  fact,  it  may  be  stated  that  English 
stocks  are  now  actually  hoklen  in  this  country,  though 
probably  not  to  any  considerable  amount. 

1 will  now  proceed,  sir,  to  state  some  objections 
which  I feel,  of  a more  general  nature,  to  the  course 
of  Mr.  Speaker’s  observations. 

He  seems  lo  me  to  argue  the  question  as  if  all  do- 
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lucstic  industry  were  confined  to  the  production  of 
manufactured  articles;  as  if  the  employment  of  our 
own  capital  and  our  own  labor,  in  the  occupations  of 
commerce  and  navigation,  were  not  as  emphatically 
domestic  industry  as  any  other  occupation.  Some 
other  gentlemen , in  the  course  of  the  debate,  have 
spoken  of  the  price  paid  for  every  foreign  manufac- 
tured article,  as  so  much  given  for  the  encourage- 
ment of  foreign  labor,  to  the  prejudice  of  our  own. 
But  is  not  every  such  article  the  product  of  our  own 
labor  as  truly  as  if  we  had  manufactured  it  ourselves? 
Our  labor  has  earned  it,  and  paid  the  price  for  it.  It 
i so  much  added  to  the  stock  of  national  wealth.  If 
the  commodity  were  dollars,  nobody  would  doubt 
the  truth  of  this  remark;  and  it  is  precisely  as  cor- 
rect in  its  application'  to  any  other  comnflodity  as  to- 
silver.  One  mao  makes  a yard  of  cloth  at  home; 
another  raises  agricultural  products,  and  buys  a yard 
of  imported  cloth.  Both  these  are  equally  the  earn- 
ings of  domestic  industry,  and  the  only  questions  that 
arise  in  the  case  are  two:  the  first  is,  which  is  the 
best  mode,  under  all  the  circumstances,  of  obtaining 
the  article;  the  second  is,  how  far  this  first  question  is 
proper  to  be  decided  by  government , and  koto  fur  it  is  pro- 
per to  be  left  to  individual  discretion.  There  is  no 
foundation  for  the  distinction  which  attributes  to  cer- 
tain employments  the  peculiar  appellation  of  Ameri- 
can industry;  and  it  is,  in  iny  judgment,  extremely 
un  vise,  to  attempt  such  discriminations.  We  are 
asaed  what  nations  have  ever  attained  eminent  pros- 
perity without  encouraging  manufactures?  I may 
ask,  what  nation  ever  reached  the  like  prosperity 
without  promoting  foreign  trade?  I regard  these  in- 
terests as  closely  connected,  and  am  of  opinion  that  it 
should  be  our  aim  to  cause  them  to  flourish  together. 

] know  it  would  be  very  easy  to  promote  manufac- 
tures, at  least  for  a time,  but  probably  only  for  a 
short  time,  if  we  might  act  in  disregard  of  other  in- 
terests. We  could  cause  a sudden  transfer  of  capi- 
tal, and  a violent  change  in  the  pursuits  of  men.  We 
could  exceedingly  benefit  some  classes  by  these 
means.  But  what,  then,  becomes  of  the  interests  of 
others?  The  power  of  collecting  revenue  by  duties 
on  imports,  and  the  habit  of  the  government  of  col- 
lecting almost  its  whole  revenue  in  that  mode,  will 
enable  us,  without  exceeding  the  bounds  of  modera- 
tion, to  give  great  advantages  to  those  classes  of 
manufacture^  which  we  may  think  most  useful  to 
promote  at  home.  What  I object  to  is  the  immode- 
rate use  of  the  power— exclusions  and  prohibitions; 
all  of  which,  as  I think,  not  only  interrupt  the  pur- 
suits of  individuals,  with  great  injury  to  themselves, 
and  little  or  no  benefit  to  the  country,  but  also  often 
divert  our  own  labor,  or,  as  it  may  very  properly  be. 
called,  our  own  domestic  industry,  from  those  occu- 
pations in  which  it  is  well  employed  and  well  paid,  to 
others,  in  which  it  will  be  worse  employed,  and  worse 
paid.  f\,r  my  part,  I see  very  little  relief  to  those  who 
are  likely  to  be  deprived  of  their  employments,  or  who 
find  the  prices  of  the  commodities  which  they  need, 
raised,  in  any  of  the  alternatives  which  Mr.  Speaker 
has  presented.  It  is  nothing  to  say  that  they  may,  if 
they  choose,  continue  to  buy  the  foreign  article;  the 
answer  is,  the  price  is  augmented:  nor  that  they  may 
use  tiie,  domestic  article;  the  price  of  that  also  is  in- 
creased. Nor  can  they  supply  themselves  by  tbe  sub- 
stitution of  their  own  fabric.  How  can  the  agricul- 
turist make  his  own  iron?  llow  can  the  ship  owner 
grow  his  own  hemp? 

but  1 have  a yet  stronger  objection  to  the  course  of 
Mr.  Speaker’s  reasoning;  which  is,  thathe  leaves  out 
of  t.ie  case  all  that  has  been  already  done  for  the  pro- 
tection of  manufactures,  and  argues  the  question  as  if 
those  interests  weie  now,  for  the  first  time,  to  re- 
ceive aid  from  duties  ou  imports.  I can  hardly  ex- 
press the  surprise  I feel  that  Mr.  Speaker  should  fall 
iulJ  fhe  equips  m.Qdejj  <4  expression  used  else- 


where, and  ask  if  we  will  give  our  manufacturers  no 
protection  ? Sir,  look  to  the  histo-  y of  our  laws ; look 
to  the  present  state  of  our  laws.  Consider  that  our 
whole  revenue,  with  a trifling  exception,  is  collected 
at  the  custom  house,  and  al  ways  has  been;  and  then 
say  what,  propriety  there  is  in  calling  on  the  govern- 
ment for  protection,  as  if  no  protection  had  hereto- 
fore been  afforded.  The  real  question  before  us,  in 
regard  to  all  the  important  clauses  of  the  bill,  is  not 
whether  we  will  lay  duties,  but  whether  we  will 
augment  duties.  The  demand  is  for  something  more 
than  exists,  and  yet  it  is  pressed  as  if  nothing  existed. 
It  is  wholly  forgotten  that  iron  and  hemp,  for  exam- 
ple, already  pay  a very  heavy  and  burthensome  duty; 
and,  in  short,  from  the  general  tenor  of  Mr.  Speak- 
er’s observations,  one  would  infer  that,  hitherto,  we 
had  rather  taxed  our  own  manufactures  than  foster- 
ed them  by  taxes  on  those  of  other  countries.  We 
hear  of  tha  fatal  policy  of  the  tariff  of  1816;  and  yet 
the  law  of  1816  was  passed  avowedly  for  the  benefit 
of  manufactures,  and,  with  very  few  exceptions,  im- 
posed on  imported  articles  very  great  additions  of 
tax;  in  some  important  instances,  indeed,  amounting 
to  a prohibition. 

Sir,  on  this  subject  it  becomes  us  at  least  to  under- 
stand the  real  posture  of  the  question.  Let  us  not 
suppose  that  we  are  beginning  the  protection  of  manu- 
factures, by  duties  on  imports.  What  we  are  asked 
to  do  is,  to  render  those  duties  much  higher,  and, 
therefore,  instead  of  dealing  in  general  commenda- 
tions of  the  benefits  of  protection,  the  friends  of  the 
bill.,  I think,  are  bound  to  make  out  a fair  case  for 
each  of  the  manufactures  which  they  propose  to  be- 
nefit. The  government  has  already  done  much  for 
their  protection,  and  it  ought  to  be  presumed  to  have 
done  enough,  unless  it  be  shewn,  by  the  facts  and 
considerations  applicable  to  each,  that  there  is  a ne- 
cessity for  doing  more. 

On  the  general  question,  sir,  allorv  me  to  ask  if  the 
doctrine  of  prohibition,  as  a general  doctrine,  be  not 
preposterous?  Suppose  all  nations  to  act  upon  it; 
they  would  be  prosperous,  then,  according  to  the 
argument,  precisely  in  the  proportion  in  which  they 
abolished  intercourse  with  one  another.  The  less  of 
mutual  commerce  the  better,  upon  this  hypothesis. 
Protection  and  eneouragment  may  be,  and  are, 
doubtless,  sometimes,  wise  and  beneficial,  if  kept 
within  proper  limits;  but,  when  carried  to  an  extra- 
vagant height,  or  the  point  of  prohibition,  the  absurd 
character  of  the  system  manifests  itself.  Mr.  Speaker 
has  referred  to  the  late  emperor  Napoleon,  as  having 
j attempted  to  naturalize  the  manufacture  of  cotton  in 
I France.  He  did  not  cite  a more  extravagant  part  of 
! the  projects  of  that  ruler,  that  is,  his  attempt  to  natu- 
jralize  the  growth*  of  that  plant  itself  in  France; 
whereas,  wc  have  understood  that  considerable  dis- 
| tricts,  in  the  south  of  France  and  in  Italy,  of  rich  and 
i productive  lands,  were,  at  one  time,  withdrawn  from 
i profitable  uses,  and  devoted  to  raising,  at  great  ex- 
j pense,  a little  bad  cotton.  Nor  have  we  been  refer- 
| red  to  the  attempts,  under  the  same  system,  to  make 
j sugar  and  coffee  from  common  culinary  vegetables; 
j attempts  which  served  to  fill  the  print  shops  of 
I Europe,  and  to  shew  us  how  easy  is  the  transition 
[from  what  some  think  sublime,  to  that  which  all  ad- 
i mit  to  be  ridiculous.  The  folly  of  some  of  these  pro- 
jects has  not-’been  surpassed,  nor  hardly  equalled, 

| unless  it  be  by  the  philosopher  in  one  of  the  satires  of 
Swift,  who  so  long  labored  to  extract  sun-beams  from 
cucumbers.* 

* “The  first  man  I saw  was  of  a meagre  aspect^ 
with  sooty  hands  and  face.  His  hair  and  beard  long, 
ragged  and  singed  in  several  places.  His  clothes,  shirt 
and  skin,  were  all  of  the  same  color.  He  had  been 
eight  years  upon  a project  for  extracting  sun-beams 
lout  of  cucumbers,  which  were  to  be  put  into  phials, 
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The  poverty  and  unhappiness  of  Spaiu  have  been 
attributed  to  the  want  of  protection  to  her  own  indus- 
try. If  by  this  it  be  meant  that  the  poverty  of  Spain 
is  owing  to  bad  government  and  bad  laws,  the  remark 
is,  in  a great  measure,  just.  But  these  very  laws  are 
bad  because  they  are  restrictive,  partial  and  prohibito- 
ry. If  prohibition  were  protcctionf^Spain  would  seem 
to  have  had  enough  of  it.  Nothing^can  exceed  the  bar- 
barous rigidity  of  her  colonial  system,  or  the  folly  of 
her  early  commercial  regulations.  Unenlightened 
and  bigoted  legislation,  the  multitude  of  holidays, 
miserable  roads,  monopolies  on  the  part  of  govern- 
ment, restrictive  laws,  that  ought  long  since  to  have 
been  abrogated,  are  generally,  and  I believe  truly, 
reckoned  the  principal  causes  of  the  bad  state  of  the 
productive  industry  of  Spain'.  Any  partial  improve- 
ment in  her  condition,  or  increase  of  her  prosperity, 
has  been,  in  all  cases,  the  result  of  relaxation,  and 
the  abolition  of  what  was  intended  for  favor  and  pro-  I 
tection. 

In  short,  sir,  the  general  sense  of  this  age  sets,  with  j 
a strong  current,  in  favor  of  freedom  of  commercial 
intercourse  and  unrestrained  individual  action.  Men 
yield  up  their  notions  of  monopoly  and  restriction, 
as  they  yield  up  other  prejudices,  slowly  and  reluc- 
tantly; but  they  cannot  withstand  the  general  tide  of 
opinion. 

Let  me  now  ask,  sir,  what  relief  this  bill  proposes 
to  some  of  those  great  and  essential  interests  of  the 
country,  the  condition  of  which  has  been  referred  to 
as  proof  of  national  distress;  and  which  condition, 
although  I do  not  think  it  makes  out  a case  of  distress, 
yet  does  indicate  depression. 

And  first,  sir,  as  to  our  foreign  trade.  Mr.  Speaker 
has  stated  that  there  has  been  a considerable  falling 
ofF  in  the  tonnage  employed  in  that  trade.  This  is 
true,  lamentably  true.  In  my  opinion,  it  is  one  of 
those  occurrences  which  ought  to  arrest  our  immedi- 
ate, our  deep,  our  most  earnest  attention.  What  does 
this  bill  propose  for  its  relief?  Sir,  it  proposes  nothing 
but  new  burdens.  It  proposes  to  diminish  its  employ- 
ment, and  it  proposes,  at  the  same  time,  to  augment  its 
expense,  by  subjecting  it  to  heavier  taxation.  Sir, 
there  is  no  interest,  in  regard  to  which  a stronger  case 
for  protection  can  be  made  out,  than  the  navigating  in- 
terest. Whether  we  look  at  its  present  condition, 
which  is  admitted  to  be  depressed;  the  number  of  per- 
sons connected  with  it,  and  dependent  upon  it  for 
their  daily  bread;  or  its  importance  to  the  country,  in 
•apolitical  point  of  view,  it  has  claims  upon  our  at-] 
tension  which  cannot  be  exceeded.  But  what  do  we 
propose  to  do  for  it?  I repeat,  sir,  simply  to  burden 
and  to  tax  it.  By  a statement  which  I have  already  l 
submitted  to  the  committee,  it  appears  that  the  ship-  j 
ping  interests  pays,  annually,  more  than  half  a million 
of  dollars,  in  duties,  on  articles  used  in  the  construc- 
tion of  ships.  We  propose  to  add  nearly,  or  quite, 
fifty  per  cent,  to  this  amount,  at  the  very  moment 
that  we  bring  forth  the  languishing  state  of  this  in- j 
terest,  as  a proof  of  national  distress.  Let  it  be  re-  I 
membered  that  our  shipping  employed  in  foreign  j 
commerce,  has,  at  this  moment,  not  the  shadow  of  I 
government  protection.  It  goes  abroad  upon  the  wide  ! 
sea  to  make  its  own  way,  and  earn  its  own  bread,  in  a 
professed  competition  with  the  whole  world.  Its 
resources  are  its  own  frugality,  its  own  skill,  its 
own  enterprize.  It  hopes  to  succeed,  if  it  shall  suc- 
ceed at  all,  not  by  extraordinary  aid  of  government, 

hermetically  sealed,  and  let  out  to  warm  the  air,  in 
raw  and  inclement  summers.  He  told  me,  he  did 
not  doubt,  in  eight  years  more,  he  should  be  able  to 
supply  the  governor’s  gardens  with  sun-shinc,  at  a 
reasonable  rale;  but  he  complained  that  his  stock 
was  low,  and  intreated  me  to  give  him  something  as 
an  encouragement  to  ingenuity,  especially  as  this  had 
been  a dear  season  for  cycumbers.” 


but  by  patience,  vigilance  and  toil.  This  right  arm 
of  the  nation’s  safety  strengthens  its  own  muscle  by 
\ its  own  efforts,  and  by  unwearied  exertion  in  its 
own  defence,  becomes  strong  for  the  defence  of  the 
country. 

No  one  acquainted  with  this  interest,  can  deny  that 
its  situation,  at  this  moment,  is  extremely  critical.  We 
have  left  it  hitherto  to  maintain  itself  or  perish;  to 
swim  if  it  can,  and  to  sink  if  it  cannot.  But,  at  this 
moment  of  its  apparent  struggle,  can  we,  as  men,  can 
we,  as  patriots,  add  another  stone  to  the  weight  that 
threatens  to  carry  it  down?  Sir,  there  is  a limit  to 
human  power,  and  to  human  effort.  I know  the 
commercial  marine  of  this  country  can  do  almost 
every  thing,  and  bear  almost  every  thing.  Yet  some 
things  are  impossible  to  be  done;  and,  some  burthens 
may  be  impossible  to  be  borne;  and  as  it  was  the  last 
ounce  that  broke  the  back  of  the  Camel,  so  the  last 
tax,  although  it  were  even  a small  one,  may  be  de- 
cisive as  to  the  power  of  our  marine,  to  sustain  the 
conflict  in  which  it  is  now  engaged,  with  all  the  com- 
mercial nations  on  the  globe. 

Again,  Mr.  Chairman,  the  failures  and  the  bank- 
ruptcies, which  have  taken  place  in  our  large  cities, 
have  been  mentioned  as  proving  the  little  success  at- 
tending commerce,  and  its  genera]  decline.  But  this 
bill  has  no  balm  for  those  wounds.  It  is  very  re- 
markable that,  when  losses  and  disasters  of  certain 
manufactures,  those  of  iron,  for  instance,  are  men- 
tioned, it  is  done  for  the  purpose  of  invoking  aid  for 
the  distressed.  Not  so  with  the  losses  and  disasters  of 
commerce;  these  last  are  narrated,  and  not  unfre- 
quently  much  exaggerated,  to  prove  the  ruinous  na- 
ture of  the  employment,  and  to  show  that  it  ought  to 
be  abandoned,  and  the  capital  engaged  in  it  turned 
to  other  objects. 

It  has  been  often  said.,  sir,  that  our  manufactures 
have  to  contend,  not  only  against  the  natural  advan- 
tages of  those  who  produce  similar  articles  in  fo- 
reign countries,  hut  also  against  the  action  of  foreign 
governments,  who  have  great  political  interest  in 
aiding  their  own  manufactures  to  suppress  curs.  But 
have  not  these  governments  as  great  an  interest  to 
cripple  our  marine,  by  preventing  the  growth  of  our 
commerce  and  navigation?  What  is  it  that  makes  us 
the  object  of  the  highest  respect,  or  the  most  suspici- 
ous jealousy,  to  foreign  states?  What  is  it  that  most 
enables  us  to  take  high  relative  rank  among  the  na- 
tions? 1 need  not  say  that  this  results,  more  than 
from  any  thing  else,  from  that  quantity  of  military 
power  which  we  can  cause  to  be  water-borne,  and 
of  that  extent  of  commerce  which  vve  are  able  to 
maintain  throughout  the  world. 

Mr.  Chairman,  I am  conscious  of  having  detained 
the  committee  much  too  long  with  these  observations. 
My  apology  for  now  proceeding  to  some  remarks 
upon  the  particular  clauses  cf  the  bill  is,  that,  re- 
presenting a district,  at  once  commercial  and  highly 
manufacturing,  and  being  called  upon  to  vote  upon  a 
bill,  containing  provisions  so  numerous  and  so  vari- 
ous, I am  naturally  desirous  to  state  as  well  what  I 
approve  as  what  I would  reject. 

The  first  section  proposes  an  augmented  duty  upon 
woollen  manufactures.  This,  if  it  were  unqualified, 
would  no  doubt  be  desirable  to  those  who  are  engag- 
ed in  that  business.  I have  myself,  presented  a peti- 
tion from  the  woollen  manufacturers  of  Massachu- 
setts, praying  an  augmented  ad  valorem  duty  upon  im- 
ported woollen  cloths;  and  I am  prepared  to  accede 
to  that  proposition,  to  a reasonable  extent.  But  then 
this  bill  proposes,  also,  a very  high  duty  upon  import- 
ed wool;  and,  as  far  as  I can  learn,  a majority  of  the 
manufacturers  are,  at  least,  extremely  doubtful 
whether,  taking  these  two  provisions  together,  the 
state  of  the  law  is  not  better  'for  them  now,  than  it 
would  be  if  this  bill  should  pass.  It  is  said,  this  tax 
on  raw  wool  will  benefit  the  agriculturist;  but  I 
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know  it  to  be  the  opinion  of  some  of  the  best  inform- 
ed of  that  class,  that  it  will  do  them  more  hurt  than 
good.  They  fear  it  will  check  the  manufacturer,  and 
consequently  check  his  demand  for  their  article.  The 
argument  is,  that  a certain  quantity  of  coarse  wool, 
cheaper  thanwc  can  possibly  furnish,  is  necessary  to 
enable  the  manufacturer  to  carry  on  the  general  busi- 
ness, and  that,  if  this  cannot  be  had,  the  consequence 
will  be,  not  a greater,  but  a less,  manufacture  of 
our  own  wool.  I am  aware  that  very  intelligent  per- 
sons differ  upon  this  point;  but,  if  we  may  safely 
infer  from  that  difference  of  opinion,  that  the  propos- 
ed benefit  is  at  least  doubtful,  it  would  be  prudent, 
perhaps,  to  abstain  from  the  experiment.  Certain  it 
is,  that  the  same  course  of  reasoning  has  occurred,  as 
I have  before  stated,  on  the  same  subject,  when  a 
renewed  application  was  made  to  the  English  parlia- 
ment to  repeal  the  duty  on  imported  wool,  I believe 
scarcely  two  months  ago;  those  who  support  the  ap- 
plication, pressing  urgently  the  necessity  of  an  unre- 
stricted use  of  the  cheap,  imported  raw  material, 
with  a view  to  supply,  with  - oarse  cloths,  the  markets 
of  warm  climates,  such  as  those  of  Egypt  and  Turkey, 
and  especially  a vast  new  created  demand  in  the 
South  American  states. 

As  to  the  manufactures  of  cotton,  it  is  agreed,  I be- 
lieve, that  they  are  generally  successful.  It  is  under- 
stood that  the  present  existing  duty  operates  pretty 
much  as  prohibition  over  those  descriptions  of  fa- 
brics to  which  it  applies.  The  proposed  alteration 
would  probably  enable  the  American  manufacturer 
to  commence  competition  with  higher  priced  fabrics; 
and  so  would,  perhaps,  an  augmentation  less  than  is 
here  proposed.  I consider  the  cotton  manufactures 
not  only  to  have  reached,  but  to  have  passed,  the 
point  of  competition.  I regard  their  success  as  cer- 
tain, and  their  growth  as  rapid  as  the  most  impatient 
could  well  expect.  If,  however,  a provision,  of  the 
nature  of  that  recommended  here,  were  thought  ne- 
cessary to  commence  new  operations  in  the  same 
line  of  manufacture,  I should  cheerfully  agree  to  it, 
if  it  were  not  at  the  cost  of  sacrificing  other  great  inte- 
rests of  the  country.  I need  hardly  say,  that  what- 
ever promotes  the  cotton  and  woollen  manufactures, 
promotes  most  important  interests  of  my  constituents. 
They  have  a great  stake  in  the  success  of  those  estab- 
lishments, and,  as  far  as  those  manufactures  are  con- 
cerned, would  be  as  much  benefitted  by  the  provisions 
of  this  bill  as  any  part  of  the  community.  It  is  obvi- 
ous too,  I should  think,  that,  for  some  considerable 
time,  manufactures  of  this  sort,  to  whatever  magni- 
tude they  may  rise,  will  be  principally  established  in 
those  parts  of  the  country  where  population  is  most 
dense,  capital  most  abundant,  and  where  the  most 
successful  beginnings  have  been  already  made. 

But,  if  these  be  thought  to  be  advantages,  they  are 
greatly  counterbalanced  by  other  advantages  enjoyed 
by  other  portions  of  the  country.  I cannot  but  re- 
gard the  situation  of  the  west  as  highly  favorable  to 
human  happiness.  It  offers,  in  the  abundance  of  its 
new  and  fertile  lands,  such  assurances  of  permanent 
property  and  respectability  to  the  industrious;  it  en- 
ables them  to  lay  such  sure  foundations  for  a compe- 
tent provision  for  their  families;  it  makes  such  a 
nation  of  freeholders,  that  it  need  not  envy  the  hap- 
piest and  most  prosperous  of  the  manufacturing  com- 
munities. We  may  talk  as  we  will  of  well  fed  and  well 
clothed  day-laborers  or  journeymen;  they  are  not, 
after  all,  to  be  compared,  cither  for  happiness  or  re- 
spectability, with  him  who  sleeps  under  his  own  roof, 
and  cultivates  his  own  fee  simple  inheritance.  1 

With  respect  to  the  proposed  duty  on  glass,  I would 
observe  that,  upon  the  best  means  of  judging  which  I 
possess,  1 am  of  opinion  that  the  chairman  of  the 
committee  is  right  in  stating,  that  there  is,  in  effect, 
a bounty  upon  the  exportation  of  the  British  article. 

?.  fhink  it  entirely  proper,  therefore,  to  raise  our  own 


duty  by  such  an  amount  as  shall  be  equivalent  to  that 
bounty. 

And  here,  Mr.  Chairman,  before  proceeding  to 
those  parts  of  the  bill  to  which  I most  strenuously, 
object,  I will  be  so  presumptuous  as  to  take  up  a 
challenge  which  Mr.  Speaker  has  thrown  down.  He 
has  asked  us,  in  q^tone  of  interrogatory,  indicative  of 
the  feeling  of  anticipated  triumph,  to  mention  any 
country  in  which  manufactures  have  flourished 
without  the  aid  of  prohibitory  laws.  He  has 'demand- 
ed, if  it  be  not  policy,  protection,  aye,  and  prohibi- 
tion, that  have  carried  other  states  to  the  height  of 
their  prosperity,  and  whether  any  one  has  succeed- 
ed with  such  tame  and  inert  legislation  as  ours.  Sir,. 
I am  ready  to  answer  this  inquiry. 

There  is  a country,  not  undistinguished  among  the 
nations,  in  which  the  progress  of  manufactures  has 
been  far  more  rapid  than  in  any  other,  and  yet  un- 
aided by  prohibitions  or  unnatural  restrictions.  That 
country,  the  happiest  which  the  sun  shines  on,  is  our 
own. 

The  woollen  manufactures  of  England  have  exist- 
ed from  the  early  ages  of  the  monarchy.  Provisions, 
designed.to  aid  and  foster  them,  are  in  the  black-let- 
tered statutes  of  the  Edwards  and  the  Henrys.  Ours, 
on  the  contrary,  are  but  of  yesterday;  and  yet,  with 
no  more  than  the  protection  of  existing  laws,  they 
are  already  at  the  point  of  close  and  promising  com- 
petition. Sir,  nothing  is  more  unphilosophical  than 
to  refer  us,  on  these  subjects,  to  the  policy  adopted 
by  other  nations  in  a very  different  state  of  society, 
or  to  infer  that  what  was  judged  expedient  by  them, 
in  their  early  history,  must  also  be  expedient  for  us, 
in  this  early  part  of  our  own.  This  would  be  reckon- 
ing our  age  chronologically,  and  estimating  our  ad- 
vance by  our  number  of  years;  when,  in  truth,  we 
should  regard  only  the  state  of  society,  the  know- 
ledge, the  skill,  the  capital,  the  enterprize,  which 
belong  to  our  times.  We  have  been  transferred  from 
the  stock  of  Europe,  in  a comparatively  enlightened 
age,  and  our  civilization  and  improvement  date  back 
as  early  as  her  own.  Her  original  history  is,  also, 
our  original  history;  and  if,  since  the  moment  of  se- 
paration, she  has  gone  ahead  of  us,  in  some  respects, 
it  may  be  said,  without  violating  truth,  that  we  have 
kept  up  in  others,  and,  in  others  again,  are  ahead  our- 
selves. We  are  to  legislate,  then,  with  regard  to  the 
present  actual  state  of  society;  and  our  own  experi- 
ence shews  us  that,  commencing  manufactures  at  the 
present  highly  enlightened  and  emulous  moment,  we 
need  not  imitate  the  clumsy  helps  with  which,  in  less 
auspicious  times,  governments  have  sought  to  enable 
the  ingenuity  and  industry  of  their  people  to  hobble 
along. 

The  English  cotton  manufactures  began  about  the 
commencement  of  the  last  reign.  Ours  can  hardly 
be  said  to  have  commenced,  with  any  earnestness, 
until  the  application  of  the  power-loom,  in  1816,  not 
more  than  eight  years  ago.  Now,  sir,  I hardly  need 
again  speak  of  its  progress,  its  present  extent,  or  its 
assurance  of  future  enlargement.  In  some  sorts  of 
fabrics  we  are  already  exporters,  and  the  products 
of  our  manufactories  are,  at  this  moment,  in  the  South 
American  markets.  We  see,  then,  what  can  be  done 
without  prohibition  or  extraordinary  protection,  be- 
cause we  see  what  has  been  done;  and  I venture  to 
predict  that,  in  a few  years,  it  will  be  thought  won- 
derful that  these  branches  of  manufactures,  at  leapt, 
should  have  been  thought  to  require  additional  aid 
i from  government. 

Mr.  Chairman:  The  best  apology  for  laws  of  pro- 
hibition and  laws  of  monopoly,  will  be  found  in  that 
state  of  society,  not  only  unenlightened  but  sluggish, 
in  which  they  are  most  generally  established.  Pri- 
vate industry,  in  those  days,  required  strong  provoca- 
tives, which  governments  were  seeking  to  administer 
by  these  means.  Something  was  wanted  to  actuate 
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and  stimulate  men.  and  the  prospects  of  such  profits 
as  would,  in  our  times,  excite  unbounded  competi- 
tion, would  hardly  move  the  sloth  of  former  ages.  In 
some  instances,  no  doubt,  these  laws  produced  an  ef- 
fect which,  in  that  period,  would  not  have  taken  place 
without  them.  But  our  age  is  wholly  of  a different  cha- 
racter, and  its  legislation  takes  another  turn.  Socie- 
ty is  full  of  excitement;  competition  comes  in  place 
of  monopoly:  and  intelligence  and  industry  ask  only 
for  fair  play  and  an  open  field.  Profits,  indeed,  in 
such  a state  of  things,  will  be  small,  but  they  will  be 
extensively  diffused;  prices  will  be  low,  and  the  great 
body  of  the  people  prosperous  and  happy.  It  is- wor- 
thy of  remark  that,  from  the  operation  of  t hese  causes, 
commercial  wealth,  while  it  is  increased  beyond  cal- 
culation in  its  general  aggregate,  is,  at  the  same  time, 
broken  and  diminished  in  its  subdivisions.  Commer- 
cial prosperity  should  be  judged  of,  therefore,  rather 
from  the  extent  of  trade,  than  from  the  magnitude  of 
its  apparent  profits.  It  lias  been  remarked  that  Spain, 
certainly  one  of  the  poorest  nations,  made  very  great 
profits  on  the  amount  of  her  trade:  but  with  little 
other  benefit  than  the  enriching  of  a few  individuals 
and  companies.  Profits  to  the  English  merchants,  en- 
gaged in  the  Levant  and  Turkey  trade,  were  former- 
ly very  great,  and  there  were  richer  merchants  in 
England  some  centuries  ago,  considering  the  com- 
parative value  of  money,  than  at  the  present  highly 
commercial  period.  When  the  diminution  of  pro- 
fits arises  from  the  extent  of  competion,  it  indicates 
rather  a salutary  than  an  injurious  change.* 

The  true  course  then,  sir,  for  us  to  pursue,  is,  in 
my  opinion,  to  consider  what  our  situation  is;  what 
our  means  are;  and  how  they  can  be  best  applied. 
What  amount  of  population  have  we,  in  comparison 
with  our  extent  of  soil,  what  amount  of  capital,  and 
labor  at  what  price?  As  to  skill,  knowledge  and  en- 
terprize,  we  may  safely  take  it  for  granted,  that,  in 
these  particulars,  we  are  on  an  equality  with  others. 
Keeping  these  considerations  in  view,  allow  me  to 
examine  two  or  three  of  those  provisions  of  the  bill 
to  which  I feel  the  strongest  objections. 

To  begin  with  the  article  of  iron.  Our  whole  an- 
nual consumption  of  this  article  is  supposed,  by  the 
chairman  of  the  committee,  to  be  48,000  or  50,000 
tons.  Let  us  suppose  the  latter.  The  amount  of  our 
own  manufacture  he  estimates,  I think,  at  17,000 
tons.  The  present  duty  on  the  imported  article,  is 
fifteen  dollars  per  ton;  and  as  this  duty  causes,  of 
course,  an  equivalent  augmentation  of  the  price  of 
the  home  manufacture,  the  whole  increase  of  price  is 
equal  to  $760,000  annually,  This  sum  we  pay  on  a 
raw  material,  and  on  an  absolute  necessary  of  life. 
The  bill  proposes  to  raise  the  duty  from  fifteen  to 
twenty-two  dollars  and  fifty  cents  per  ton,  which 
would  be  equal  to  $1,125,000  on  the  whole  annual 
consumption.  So  that,  suppose  the  point  of  prohibi- 
tion which  is  aimed  at  by  some  gentlemen  to  be  at- 
tained, the  consumers  of  the  article  would  pay  this 
last  mentioned  sum  every  year  to  the  producers  of  it, 
over  and  above  the  price  at  which  they  could  sup- 
ply themselves  with  the  same  article”  from  other 
sources.  There  would  be  no  mitigation  of  this  bur- 

*“The  present  equable  diffusion  of  moderate  wealth 
cannot  be  better  illustrated  than  by  remarking  that, 
in  this  age,  many  palaces  and  superb  mansions  have 
been  pulled  down,  or  converted  to  other  purposes, 
while  none  have  been  erected  on  a like  scale.  The 
numberless  baronial  castles  and  mansions,  in  all 
parts  of  England,  now  inj'uins,  may  all  be  adduced 
as  examples  of  the  decrease  of  inordinate  wealth. 
On  the  other  hand,  the  multiplication  of  commodious 
dwellings,  for  the  upper  and  middle  classes  of  socie- 
ty, and  the  increased  comforts  of  all  ranks,  exhibit  a 
picture  of  individual  happiness,  unknown  in  any 
other  age.”  Sir  G.  Blqne's  letter  to  lord  Spencer  in  1800. 


then,  except  from  the  prospect,  whatever  that  might 
be,  that  iron  would  fall  in  value,  by  domestic  con' pe- 
tition, after  the  importation  should  be  prohibit'd. 
It  will  be  easy,  I think,  to  shew,  that  it  cannot.  ; Jl; 
and  supposing,  for  the  present,  that  it  shall  not,  the  re- 
sult will  be,  that  we  shall  pay  annually  a sum  of 
$1,125,000,  constantly  augmented,  too,  by  increased 
consumption  of  the  article,  to  support  a business  that 
cannot  support  itself.  It  is  of  no  consequence  to  the 
argument,  that  this  sum  is  expended  at  home;  so  it 
would  be,  if  we  taxed  the  people  to  support  any 
other  useless  and  expensive  establishment,  to  build 
another  capitol  for  example,  or  incur  an  unnecessary 
expense  of  any  sort.  The  question  still  is,  are  the 
money,  time  and  labor,  well  laid  out  in  these  cases? 
The  present  price  of  iron  at  Stockholm,  I am  assured 
by  importers,  is  $53  per  ton  on  board,  $48  in  the 
yard  before  loading,  and  probably  not  far  from  $40 
at  the  mines.  Freight,  insurance,  Sec,  may  be  fairly 
estimated  at  $15,  to  which  add  our  present  duty  of 
$15  more,  and  these  two  last  sums,  together  with  the 
cost  on  board  at  Stockholm,  give'  $83  as  the  cost  of 
Swedes  iron  in  our  market.  In  fact  it  is  said  to  have 
been  sold  last  year  at  $81  50  to  $S2  per  ton.  Wc 
perceive,  by  this  statement,  that  the  cost  of  the  iron 
is  dobuled  in  reaching  us  from  the  mine  in  wh  u i t is 
produced.  In  other  words,  our  present  duty,  with 
the  expense  of  transportation,  gives  an  advantage  to 
the  American,  over  the  foreign  manufacturer,  of  one 
hundred  per  cent.  Why  then  cannot  the  iron  be  ma- 
nufactured at  home?  Our  ore  is  said  to  be  as  good, 
and  some  of  it  better.  It  is  under  our  feet,  and  the 
chairman  of  the  committee  tells  us,  that  it  might  be 
wrought  by  persons  -who  otherwise  will  not  be  em- 
ployed. Why  then  is  it  not  wrought?  Nothing  could 
be  more  sure  of  constant  sale.  It  is  not  an  article 
of  changeable  fashion,  but  of  absolute,  permanent 
necessity,  and  such,  therefore,  as  would  always  meet 
a steady  demand.  Sir,  l think  it  would  be  well  for  the 
chairman  of  the  committee  to  revise  his  premises,  for 
I am  persuaded  that  there  is  an  ingredient,  properly 
belonging  to  the  calculation,  which  he  has  mis-stated 
or  omitted.  Swedes  iron  in  England  pays  a duty,  I 
think,  of  about  $27  per  ton;  yet  it  is  imported  in  con- 
siderable quantities,  notwithstanding  the  vast  capita], 
the  excellent  coal,  and,  more  important  than  all  per- 
haps, the  highly  improved  state  of  inland  navigation 
in  England;  although  I am  aware  that  the  English  use 
of  Swedes  iron  may  be  thought  to  be  owing  in  some 
degree  to  its  superior  quality. 

Sir,  the  true  explanation  of  this  appears  to  me 
to  lie  in  the  different  prices  of  labor ; and  here  I apr 
prebend  is  the  grand  mistake  in  the  argument  of  the 
chairman  of  the, committee.  He  says  it  would  cost 
the  nation,  as  a nation,  nothing,  to  make  our  ore  into 
iron.  Now,  I think  it  would  cost  us  precisely  that 
which  we  can  worst  afford;  that  is,  great  labor.  Al- 
though bar  iron  is  very  properly  considered  a raw  ma- 
terial in  respect  to  its  various  future  uses;  yet,  as  bar 
iron,  the  principal  ingredient  in  its  cost  is  labor.  Of 
manual  labor  no  nation  has  more  than  a certain  quan- 
tity, nor  can  it  be  increased  at  will.  As  to  some  ope- 
rations, indeed,  its  place  may  be  supplied  by  machi- 
nery: but  there  are  other  services  which  machinery 
cannot  perform  for  it,  and  which  it  must  perform 
for  itself.  A most  important  question  for  every  na- 
tion, as  well  as  for  every  individual,  to  propose  to  it- 
self, is,  how  it  can  best  apply  that  quantity  of  labor 
which  it  is  able  to  perform?  Labor  is  the  great  pro- 
ducer of  wealth;  it  moves  all  other  causes.  If  it  cal] 
machinery  to  its  aid,  it  is  still  employed  net  only  in 
using  the  machinery,  but  in  making  it.  Now,  with 
respect  to  the  quantity  of  labor,  as  we  all  know,  dif- 
ferent nations  are  differently  circumstanced.  Some 
need,  more  than  any  thing,  work  for  hands,  others  re-: 
quire  hands  for  work;  and  if  we  ourselves  are  not  ab- 
solutely in  the  latter  class,  we  are  still,  most  fortu- 
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nately,  very  near  it.  I cannot  find  that  we  have  those 
idle  hands  of  which  the  chairman  of  the  committee 
speaks.  The  price  of  labor  is  a conclusive  and  un- 
answerable refutation  of  that  idea;  it  is  known  to  be 
higher  with  us  than  in  any  other  civilized  state,  and 
this  is  the  greatest  of  all  proofs  of  general  happiness. 
Labor  in  this  country  is  independent  and  proud.  It 
has  not  to  ask  the  patronage  of  capital,  but  capital 
solicits  the  aid  of  labor.  This  is  the  general  truth, 
in  regard  to  the  condition  of  our  whole  population, 
although  in  the  large  cities  there  are,  doubtless,  many 
exceptions.  The  mere  capacity  to  labor  in  common 
agricultural  employments,  gives  to  our  young  men 
the  assurance  of  independence.  We  have  been  ask- 
ed, sir,  by  the  chairman  of  the  committee,  in  a tone 
of  some  pathos,  whether  we  will  allow  to  the  serfs 
of  Russia  and  Sweden  the  benefit  of  making  iron  for 
us?  Let  me  inform  the  gentleman,  sir,  that  those 
same  serfs  do  not  earn  more  than  seven  cents  a day, 
and  that  they  work  in  these  mines,  for  that  compen- 
sation, because  they  are  serfs.  And  let  me  ask  the 
gentleman  further,  whether  we  have  any  labor  in  this 
country  that  cannot  be  better  employed  than  in  a business 
which  does  not  yield  the  laborer  more  than  seven  cents  a 
day?  This,  it  appears  to  me,  is  the  true  question  for 


The  true  reason,  sir,  why  it  is  not  our  policy  to 
compel  our  citizens  to  manufacture  our  own  iron,  is. 
that  they  are  far  better  employed.  It  is  an  uproduc- 
tive  business  and  they  are  not  poor  enough  to  be 
obliged  to  follow  it.  If  we  had  more  of  poverty, 
moie  of  misery,  and  something  of  servitude,  if  we  had 
an  ignorant,  idle,  starving  population,  we  might  set 
up  for  iron  makers  against  the  world. 

The  committee  will  take  notice,  Mr.  Chairman, 
that,  under  our  present  duty,  together  with  the  ex- 
pense of  transportation,  our  manufacturers  are  able- 
to  supply  their  own  immediate  neighborhood;  and 
this  proves  the  magnitude  of  that  substantial  encou- 
ragement which  these  two  causes  cob  cur  to  give. 
There  is  little  or  no  foreign  iron,  I presume,  used 
in  the  county  of  Lancaster.  This  is  owing  to  the 
heavy  expense  of  land  carriage;  and,  as  we  recede 
farther  from  the  coast,  the  manufacturers  are  still 
more  completely  secured,  as  to  their  own  immediate 
market,  against  the  competition  of  the  imported  arti- 
cle. But  what  they  ask  is  to  be  allowed  to  supply 
the  sea  coast,  at  such  a price  as  shall  be  formed  by 
adding  to  the  cost  at  the  mines  the  expense  of  land 
carriage  to  the  sea;  and  this  appears  to  me  most  un- 
reasonable. The  effect  of  it  would  be  to  compel  the 


our  consideration.  There  is  no  reason  for  saying  consumer  to  pay  the  cost  of  two  land  transportations: 
that  we  will  work  iron  because  we  have  mountains  j for,  in  the  first  place,  the  price  of  iron,  at  the  inland 
that  contain  the  ore.  We  might  for  the  same  rea-  ; furnaces,  will  always  be  found  to  be  at,  or  not  much 
son  dig  among  our  rocks  for  the  scattered  grains  of  below,  the  price  of  the  imported  article  in  the  sea- 
gold  and  silver  which  might  be  found  there.  The  ! port,  and  the  cost  of  transportation  to  the  neighhor- 
true  inquiry  is,  can  we  produce  the  article  in  a useful  \ hood  of  the  furnace;  and  to  enable  the  home  product 
slate  at  the  same  cost , or  nearly  at  the  same  cost,  or  at  any  j to  hold  a competition  with  the  imported  in  the  seaport. 
reasonable  approximation  towards  the  same  cost,  at  which  the  cost  of  another  transportation  downward,  from 
%ve  can  import  it.  I the  furnace  to  the  coast,  must  be  added.  Until  our 

Some  general  estimates  of  the  price  and  profits  of  ! means  of  inland  commerce  be  improved,  and  the 
labor,  in  those  countries  from  which  we  import  our  t charges  of  transportation  by  that  means  lessened,  it 
iron,  might  be  formed  by  comparing  the  reputed  pro-  j appears  tome  wholly  impracticable,  with  such  duties 
ducts  of  different  mines,  and  their  prices,  with  j as  any  one  would  think  of  proposing,  to  meet  the 
the  number  of  hands  employed.  The  mines  of  j wishes  of  the  manufacturers  of  this  article.  Sup- 
Danemora  are  said  to  yield  about  41,000  tons,  and  to  j pose  we  were  to  add  the  duty  proposed  by  this  bill, 
employ  in  the  mines  twelve  hundred  workmen.  Sup-  1 although  it  would  benefit  the  capital  invested  in  works 
J30S3  this  to  be  worth  50  dollars  per  ton;  any  one  will  j near  the  sea,  and  the  navigable  rivers,  yet  the  bene- 
lind,  by  computation,  that  the  whole  product  would  fit  would  not  extend  far  in  the  interior.  Where,  then, 
not  pay,  in  this  country,  for  one  quarter  part  of  the  ne-  are  we  to  stop,  or  what  limit  is  proposed  to  us? 
cess  ary  labor.  The  whole  export  of  Sweden  was  es-  The  freight  of  iron  has  been  afforded  from  Sweden 
timated,  a few  years  ago,  at  400,000  ship  pounds,  or  ! to  the  United  States  as  low  as  eight  dollars  per  ton. 
about  54,000  tons.  Comparing  this  product  with  the  j This  is  not  more  than  the  price  of  fifty  miles  land  car- 
number  of  workmen  usually  supposed  to  be  employed  j riage.  Stockholm,  therefore,  for  the  purpose  of  this 
in  the  mines  which  produce  iron  for  exportation,  the  ; argument,  may  be  considered  as  within  fifty  miles  of' 
result  will  not  greatly  differ  from  the  foregoing.  These  j Philadelphia.  Now,  it  is  at  once  a just  and  strong 
estimates  are  general,  and  might  not  conduct  us  to  ! view  of  this  case,  to  consider  that  there  are,  within 
u precise  result;  but  we  know,  from  intelligent  tra-  ! fifty  miles  of  our  market,  vast  multitudes  of  persons 
vcllcrs  and  eye-witnesses,  that  the  price  of  labor  in  j who  are  willing  to  labor  in  the  production  of  this  ar~ 
the  Swedish  mines  does  not  exceed  seven  cents  a j tide  for  us,  at  the  rate  of  seven  cents  per  day,  while 
daX-  we  have  no  labor  which  will  not  command,  upon  the 

7 7“” : ; ! average,  at  least  five  or  six  times  that  amount.  The 

l he  price  01  labor  in  Russia  may  be  pretty  well  j question  is,  then,  shall  we  buy  this  article  of  these 
1 m iew  of  the  Russian  empire.”  ! manufacturers,  and  suffer  our  own  labor  to  earn  its 

“ I he  woiv.umfi  in  the  mines  and  the  founderies  arc,  I greater  reward,  or  shall  we  employ  our  own  labor  in 
^ unified,  ad  cal  led  master  people;  but  they  distin-  a similar  manufacture,  and  make  up  to  it,  by  a tax 
guish  themselves  into  masters,  undermasters,  ap-  ; on  consumers,  the  loss  which  it  must  necessarily  sus- 
‘ prentices,  delvers,  servants,  carriers,  washers'and  1 tain. 

“ separators.  In  proportion  to  their  ability  their  j I proceed,  sir,  to  the  article  of  hemp.  Of  this  we 
wages  are  icgulatcd,  which  proceed  from  15  to  up-  imported  last  year  in  round  numbers,  6000  tons,  pay- 
j wards  ot  o<)  roubles  per  annum.  The  provisions  ing  a duty  of  $30  a ton,  or  $180,000  on  the  whole 
- *a  Inch  they  receive  from  the  magazines  are  deducted  amount;  and  this  article,  it  is  to  be  remembered,  is 
from  this  pay.  f he  value  ol  the  rouble  at  that  consumed  almost  entirely  in  the  uses  of  navigation. 


o -opecks,  a laborer,  without  a horse,  ;present  is  avery  high  duty,  when  expenses  of  impor- 
in  . ummer  10,  in  winter  S copecks.  . tation  are  added.  Hemp  was  purchased  at  St.  Peters- 

, A ^e  hundredth  part  of  a rouble,  or  'burg,  last  year,  at  $101  67  per  ton.  Charges  attend- 

nbou,  ball  a cent  of  our  money.  The  price  of  labor  ing  shipment,  &c.  $14  25.  Freight  may  be  stated  at 
may  have  nsen,  in  some  degree,  since  that  period,  \ $30  per  ton,  and  our  existing  duty  is  $30  more.  These 
pro  a y no  much.  ] three  last  sums,  being  the  charges  of  transportation. 
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amount  to  a protection  of  near  75per  cent,  in  favor 
of  the  home  manufacturer,  if  there  were  any  such. 
And  we  ought  to  consider,  also  that  the  price  of  hemp 
at  St.  Petersburg  is  increased  by  all  the  expense  of 
transportation  from  the  place  of  growth  to  that  port; 
so  that,  probably,  the  whole  cost  of  transportation, 
from  the  place  of  growth  to  our  market,  including  our 
duty,  is  equal  to  the  first  cost  of  the  article;  or,  in 
other  words,  is  a protection  in  favor  of  our  own  pro- 
duct of  100  per  cent. 

And  since  it  is  stated  that  we  have  great  quantities  of 
fine  land  for  the  production  of  hemp,  of  which  I have 
no  doubt,  the  question  recurs,  why  is  it  not  produced? 

1 speak  of  the  water  rotted  hemp , for  it  is  admitted  that 
that  which  is  dew  rotted  is  not  sufficiently  good  for 
the  requisite  purposes.  I cannot  say  whether  the 
cause  be  in  climate,  in  the  process  of  rotting,  or  what 
else,  but  the  fact  is  certain,  that  there  is  no  American 
water  rotted  hemp  in  the  market.  We  are  acting, 
therefore,  upon  a hypothesis.  Is  it  not  reasonable 
that  those  who  say  that  they  can  produce  the  article, 
shall  at  least  prove  the  truth  of  that  allegation  before 
new  taxes  are  laid  on  those  who  use  the  foreign  com- 
modity? Suppose  this  bill  passes:  the  price  of  hemp 
is  immediately  raised  $14.80  per  ton,  and  this  burden 
falls  immediately  on  the  ship  builder;  and  no  part  of 
it,  for  the  present,  will  go  for  the  benefit  of  the  Ame- 
rican grower,  because  he  has  none  of  the  article  that 
can  be  used,  nor  is  it  expected  that  much  of  it  will  be 
produced  for  a considerable  time.  Still  the  tax  takes 
effect  upon  the  imported  article;  and  the  ship  owers, 
to  enable  the  Kentucky  farmer  to  receive  an  addi- 
tional $14  on  his  ton  of  hemp,  i vhenever  he  may  he  able 
to  raise  and  mannfactvere  it , pay,  in  the  mean  time,  an 
equal  sum  per  ton  into  the  treasury  on  all  the  imported 
hemp  which  they  are  still  obliged  to  use;  and  this  is 
called  “protection!”  Is  this  just  or  fair?  A particu- 
lar interest  is  here  burdened,  not  only  for  the  benefit 
of  another  particular  interest,  but  burdened  also  be- 
yond that,  for  the  benefit  of  the  treasury.  It  is  said 
to  be  important  for  the  country  that  this  article  should 
be  raised  in  it;  then,  let  the  country  bear  the  expense 
and  pay  the  bounty.  If  it  be  for  the  good  of  the  whole, 
let  the  sacrifice  be  made  by  the  whole,  and  not  by  a 
part.  If  it  be  thought  useful  and  necessary,  from 
political  considerations,  to  encourage  the  growth  and 
manufacture  of  hemp,  government  has  abundant 
means  of  doing  it.  It  might  give  a direct  bounty,  and 
such  a measure  would,  at  least,  distribute  the  burden 
equally;  or,  as  government  itself  is  a great  consumer  I 
of  this  article,  it  might  stipulate  to  confine  its  own  i 
purchases  to  the  home  product,  so  soon  as  it  should  be 
shewn  to  be  of  the  proper  quality.  I see  no  objection 
to  this  proceeding,  if  it  be  thought  to  be  an  object  to 
encourage  the  production.  It  might  easily,  and  per- 
haps properly,  be  provided  by  law,  that  the  navy 
should  be  supplied  with  American  hemp,  the  quality 
being  good,  at  any  price  not  exceeding,  by  more  than 
a given  amount,  the  current  price  of  foreign  hemp  in 
our  market.  Every  thing  conspires  to  render  some 
such  course  preferable  to  the  one  now  proposed.  The 
encouragement  in  that  way  would  be  ample,  and,  if 
the  experiment  should  succeed,  the  whole  object 
would  be  gained;  and  if  it  should  fail,  no  considera- 
ble loss  or  evil  would  be  felt  by  any  one. 

I stated,  some  days  ago,  and  I wish  to  renew  the 
'statement,  what  was  the  amount  of  the  proposed  aug- 
mentation of  the  duties  on  iron  and  hemp,  in  the  cost 
of  a vessel.  Take  the  case  of  a common  ship,  of  300 
tons,  not  coppered  nor  copper  fastened.  It  wouid 
stand  thus  by  the  present  duties: 

1 4\  tons  of  iron,  for  hull,  rigging  and  anchors, 
at  $15  per  ton  $217  50 

JO  tons  of  hemp,  at  $30  300  00 

40  bolts  Russia  duck,  at  $2  80  00 


hardware,  &.c. 

40  00 

$662  50 

The  hill  proposes  to  add: 

$7  40  per  ton  on  iron,  which  will  be 

$107  SO 

$14  80  per  ton  on  hemp,  equal  to 

14S  00 

And  on  duck,  by  the  late  amendment  to 

the 

bill,  say  25  percent. 

25  00 

$280  30 

?0  bolts  Ravens  duck,  at  ■*.  1 25 


But,  to  the  duties  on  iron  and  hemp,  should  be  ad- 
ded those  paid  on  copper,  whenever  that  article  is 
used.  By  the  statement  which  I furnised  the  other 
day,  it  appeared  that  the  duties  received  by  govern- 
ment, on  articles  used  in  the  construction  of  a vessel 
of  359  tons,  with  copper  fastenings,  amounted  to  1056 
dollars.  With  the  augmentations  of  this  bill,  they 
would  be  equal  to  $1400.  Now  I.  cannot  but  flatter 
myself,  Mr.  Chairman,  that,  before  the  committee  will 
consent  to  this  new  burthen  upon  the  shipping  inte- 
rest, it  will  very  deliberately  weigh  the  probable  con- 
sequences. I would  again  urgently  solicit  its  atten- 
tion to  the  condition  of  that  interest.  We  are  told 
that  government  has  protected  it,  by  discriminating 
duties,  and  by  an  exclusive  right  to  the  coasting 
trade.  But  it  would  retain  the  coasting  trade,  by  its 
own  natural  efforts,  in  like  manner,  and  with  more 
certainty,  than  it  now  retains  any  portion  of  foreign 
trade.  The  discriminating  duties  arc  how  abolished, 
and  while  they  existed,  they  were  nothing  more  than 
countervailing  measures;  not  so  much  designed  to 
1 give  our  navigation  an  advantage  over  that  of  other 
nations,  as  to  put  it  upon  an  equality;  and  we  have, 
accordingly,  abolished  ours  when  they  have  been 
willing  to  abolish  theirs  Look  to  the  rate  of 
freights.  Were  they  ever  lower,  or  even  so  low?  I 
ask  gentlemen  who  know,  whether  the  harbor  of 
Charleston,  and  the  river  of  Savannah,  be  not  crowd- 
ed with  ships  seeking  employment  and  fiuding  none? 

I would  ask  the  gentlemen  from  New  Orleans,  if  their 
magnificent  Mississippi  does  not  exhibit,  for  furlongs, 
a forest  of  masts?  The  condition,  sir,  of  the  ^hipping 
interest  is  not  that  of  those  who  are  insisting  on  high 
profits,  or  struggling  for  monopoly;  but  it  is  the  con- 
dition of  men  content  with  the  smallest  earnings,  and 
anxious  for  their  bread.  The  freight  of  cotton  has 
formerly  been  three  pence  sterling,  from  Charleston 
to  Liverpool,  in  time  of  peace.  It  is  now  I know  not 
what,  or  how  many,  fractions  of  a penny;  I think,, 
however,  it  is  stated  at  five  eighths.  The  producers, 
then,  of  this  great  staple,  are  able,  by  means  of  this 
navigation,  to  send  it,  for  a cent -a  pound,  from  their 
own  doors  to  the  best  market  in  the  world. 

Mr.  Chairman,  I will  now  only  remind  the  commit- 
tee that,  while  we  are  proposing  to  add  new  burthens 
to  the  shipping  interest,  a very  different  line  of  poli- 
cy is  followed  by  our  great  commercial  and  maritime 
rival.  It  seems  to  be  announced  as  the  sentiment  of 
the  government  of  England,  and  undoubtedly  it  is  its 
real  sentiment,  that  the  first  of  all  manufactures  is 
the  manufacture  of  ships.  A constant  and  wakeful 
attention  is  paid  to  this  interest,  and  very  important 
regulations,  favorable  to  it,  have  been  adopted  v\  ilhin 
the  last  year,  some  of  which  I will  beg  leave  to  refer 
to,  with  the  hope  of  exciting  the  notice,  not  only  of 
the  committee,  but  of  all  others  who  .may  feel,  as  I 
do,  a deep  interest  in  this  subject,  lu  the  first  place,' 
a general  amendment  has  taken  plar.e1  in  the  register 
acts,  introducing  many  new  provisions,  and,  among 
others,  the  following: 

A direct  mortgage  of  the  interest  of  a ship  is  allow  - 
ed, without  subjecting  the  mortgagee  to  the  responsi- 
bility of  an  owner. 

The  proportion  of  interest  held  by  each  owner  is 


25  00  exhibited  in  the  register,  thereby  facilitating  both 
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sales  and  mortgages,  and  giving  a new  value  to  ship- 
ping among  the  monied  classes. 

Shares,  in  the  ships  of  copartnerships,  may  be  re- 
gistered as  joint  property,  and  subject  to  the  same 
rules  as  other  partnership  effects. 

Ships  may  be  registered  in  the  name  of  trustees, 
for  the  benefit  of  joint  stock  companies;  and  many 
other  regulations  are  adopted  with  the  same  general 
view  of  rendering  the  mode  of  holding  the  property 
as  convenient  and  as  favorable  as  possible. 

By  another  act,  British  registered  vessels,  of  every 
description,  are  allowed  to  enter  into  the  general  and 
the  coasting  trade  in  the'India  seas,  and  may  now  trade 
to  and  from  India,  with  any  part  of  the  world,  except 
China. 

By  a third,  all  limitations  and  restrictions,  as  to  lati- 
tude and  longitude,  are  removed  from  ships  engaged 
in  the  southern  whale  fishery.  These  regulations 


having  the  manifest  and  daring  design  of  making  a 
chief  magistrate  against  the  will,  or,  at  least,  without 
consulting  the  pleasure  of  those  whose  undeniable 
right  it  is  to  operate  in  the  choice  as  they  think  pro- 
per, no  man  or  set  of  men  having  prerogative  or 
privilege  to  think  for  them — for  there  are  not 
either  “holy  alliances  of  legitimate  princes”  or  con- 
claves of  cardinals  in  this  blessed  land,  to  prescribe 
what  we  shall  do  or  believe. 

Assured  as  he  is,  that  small  parties  of  persons  in 
tiro  of  the  states  have  resolved  to  FORCE  the  election 
of  a president  of  their  own  choice,  if  they  can,  for 
which  purpose  they  have  formed  such  a “combina- 
tion,” or  “cabal,”  as  the  editors  of  the  National  In- 
telligencer so  severely  rebuked  in  1816,  the  editor  of 
this  paper  bus  also  resolved  to  do  what  he  can  to  de- 
velope  and  defeat  the  design.  He  has  “counted  the 
cost  of  the  contest,  and  found  nothing  so  dreadful  a,s 


presume,  have  not  been  made  without  first  obtaining  j a voluntary*”  submission  to  a system  of  management 


the  consent  of  the  East  India  company;  so  true  js  it 
found,  that  real  encouragement  of  enterprise  oftener 
consists,  in  our  days,  in  restraining  or  buying  off  mo- 
nopolies and  prohibitions,  than  in  imposing  or  ex- 
tending them. 

The  trade  with  Ireland  is  turned  into  a free  coast- 
ing trade;  light  ditties  have  been  reduced,  and  various 
other  beneficial  arrangements  made,  and  still  others 
proposed.  I might  add,  that,  in  favor  of  general 
commerce,  and  as  shewing  their  confidence  in  the 


which  has  for  its  object  an  usurpation  of  those  rights 
for  which  Warren  and  a host  of  patriots  died,  and 
Washington  and  Fayette,  and  hosts  of  others,  pe- 
rilled their  “lives  and  their  fortunes,”  and  pledged 
their  “sacred  honor”  to  establish  and  defend.  As  on 
other  occasions,  these  things  shall  be  treated  free- 
ly, without  descending  to  personalities  or  abuse — > 
and,  if  his  fello  w citizens  do  not  support  the  editor  in 
iiis  endeavors  to  put  down  the  aspiring  and  raise  up 
the  depressed,  lie  is  determined  to  stand  acquitted 


principles  of  liberal  intercourse,  the  British  govern- j before  God  and  his  own  conscience,  of  having  per- 
ment  has  perfected  the  warehouse  system,  and  autho-  J formed  his  duty  according  to  the  means  afforded, 
rized  a reciprocity  of  duties  with  foreign  states,  at  He  has  had  too  much  experience  to  believe  that  perse- - 


the  discretion  of  the  privy  council. 


niiion  will  not  follow  this  course,  as  on  other  great 


This,  sir,  is  the  attention  which  our  great  rival  is  j subjects  that  have  been  discussed  in  this  work — but 
paying  to  these  important  subjects,  and  we  may  as-  j that  never  has  caused  him  to  compromise  with  his 
sure  ourselves  that,  if  we  do  not  keep  alive  a proper  \ principles,  nor  shall  it.  The  Register,  must  go  for  and 
sense  of  our  own  interests,  she  will  not  only  beat  us,  | wuh  the  people,  the  sovereign  of  the  land , or  become  de- 
but will  deserve  to  beat  us.  i fund.  The  investigation  and  elucidation  of  the  mat- 

Sir,  I will  detain  you  no  longer.  There  are  some ) ters  alluded  to,  shall  be  commenced  in  the  next  sheet, 
parts  of  this  bill  which  I highly  approve;  there  are  ; the  first  of  the  new  volume, 
others  in  which  I should  acquiesce;  but  those  to  which  j 

I have  now  stated  my  objections,  appear  tome  sodes- 1 La  Fayette.  To  preserve,  in  some  small  degree, 
titude  of  all  justice,  so  burthensome  and  so  dangerous } account  of  the  feelings  which  the  arrival  of  our 
to  that  interest  which  has  steadily  enriched,  gallant-  venerable  friend  has  elicited,  we  have  noticed  a few 
lv  defended,  and  proudly  distinguished  us,  that  no-  j Qf  the  exhibitions  of  it  that  have  taken  place;  but 
thing  can  prevail  upon  me  to  give  it  my  support.  ■ every  narrative  of  them  falls  far  short  of  the  reality 
: — :•  ; — ::::nrr .--=r  of  what  has  happened.  The  people  are  wild  with 

The  close  of  the  volume.  This  present  sheet  joy,  and  the  gratitude  and  love  of  ail  persons,  of  eve- 
closes  the  2Gth  volume  of  the  Register — the  title  ry  age.  sex  and  condition,  seemshardly  to  be  restrain- 
page  and  index  for  it  shall  be  forwarded,  as  usual,  ed  within  the  bounds  of  propriety — as  if  it  would 
as  soon  as  they  can  be  prepared.  j cause  many  to  forget  what  was  due  to  themselves  and 

After  a delightful,  and,  he  hopes,  not  unprofitable  the  general,  whom  they  delight  to  honor.  At  one 
excursion,  the  editor  is  again  at  his  desk,  with  an  place  they  failed  so  far  in  self-respect  as  to  contend 
increased  desire,  and,  perhaps,  increased  resources,  with  horses  for  the  privilege  of  drawing  the  revolu- 
to  preserve  the  continued  kindness  and  support  of  tionary  chief  in  his  carriage!  It  is  to  be  hoped  that 
the  numerous  friends  of  this  establishment,  the  great  the  general  will  not  bethus  insulted  again — for  insulted 
object  of  which  is,  and  always  has  been,  to  build  up  he  must,  be,  when  he  s^es  the.  sovereigns  of  this  great 
and  maintain  the  majesty  of  the  people , by  the  spread  and  glorious  country,  aiming  at  the  most  magnificent 
of  useful  intelligence  and  sound  political  principles,  destinies,  converted  into  asses  or  other  beasts  of  bur- 
in many  instances,  mistakes  mav  have  been  made  or  , then.  It  is  his  desire  to  be  treated  like  a man,  not  as 
errors  committed;  but  none  of  these  were  at  the  in-  a titled  knave  or  brainless  dandy.  Let  him  be  hugged 
stigation  of  any  “junto,”  “regency,”  “combination,”  J to  the  heart  of  all  that  can  approach  him,  so  far  as  not 
“fcabal”  or  caucus — things  that  are  hated  and  dc- , to  endanger  his  health,  and  incur  the  risk  of  “killing 
spised,  because  they  have  become  hateful  and  despi-  him  with  kindness” — let  the  trumpet  to  the  cannon 
cable.  If  any  spring  had  been  wanting  to  rouse  up  a speak,  the  cannon  to  the  heavens,  and  the  ardent 
spirit  of  opposition  to  them,  the  late  proceedings  at ; prayers  of  free  millions  ascend  to  the  throne  of  the 
Albany,  (all  which  that  were  public  the  editor  saw  OmXtpotf.nt,  that  blessings  may  be  heaped  upon  him ; 
and  heard),  were  sufficient  to  cause  the  ‘.‘very  stones  but,  in  all  this,  let  us  remember  that  we  are  men  like 
to  rise  in  mutiny”  against  management.  The  attempt, , unto  himself,  ami  republicans. 
in  1801,  to  place  Aaron  Burr  in  the  seat  of  the  presi-  j 

dent,  was  less  offensive  to  the  people  of  the  United  : Important.  The  people  of  Illinois  have  decided 

States  than  the  measures  just  alluded  to— because  a j that  a convention  shall  not  be  called  for  the  purpose 
greater  proportion  of  them  were  in  favor  of  that  at-  i of  altering  the  constitution  of  the  state,  with  a view 
tempted  usurpation  of  power  against  right,  than  are  , to  the  introduction  of  slaves.  They  have  thus  se- 

in  favor  of  thi* — and  the  principle  of  the  act  of  the  fe-  ! 

deral  partv  in  1 SOI , is  precisely  the  same  as  that  of  a ; "Declaration  of  the  congress  of  1775,  “setting  forth 
fragment  of  the  republican  party  in  1824.  both  acts  the  causes  and  necessity  of  their  taking  up  arms.* 
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cured  their  own  prosperity,  and  prevented  the  com- 
ing up  of  a question  of  much  more  dangerous  ten-  ■ 
deucy  than  even  that  which  regarded  Missouri  and 
so  agitated  the  people  of  the  United  States;  and  we: 
congratulate  the  public  on  the  result. 

Naval  battle.  On  the  30th  July  last,  an  engage-  j 
ment  took  place  between  the  Spanish  armed  brig  Ma- 1 
rinero,  with  a crew  of  SO  men,  and  the  Colombian 
schooner  General  Padilla,  off  the  Salt  Key  bank; 
which  resulted  in  the  blowing  up  of  the  Spanish  brig 
and  the  destruction  of  her  crew,  with  the  exception  of 
sixteen  seamen  that  the  the  boats  of  the  Padilla  sue-  j 
ceeded  in  saving  and  sent  into  Matanzas. 

It  appears  that  the  Marinero  was  recently  built  in  | 
Baltimore,  and  was  insured  here  to  the  amount  of  j 
25,000 — she  was  bound  from  Cadiz  to  Havana,  with 
a valuable  cargo,  which  was  also  insured  here. 

Gold.  An  extract  of  a letter,  dated  Aruba,  1 6th  July, 
says — “Every  person  in  this  island  is  busily  employed 
in  digging  for  gold,  so  that  they  cannot  he  had  for  any  } 
other  employment.  No  doubt  you  will  be  surprised  j 
when  I inform  you  one  piece  of  pure  gold  has  been 
found,  weighing  32  lbs  8 oz.  and  many  pieces  weighing 
from  14  to  16  16.  I have  seen  several  pieces  of  the 
latter  weight  myself. 

Further  accounts  from  Curracoa  say,  that  “the 
above  account  is  entirely  confirmed,  and  that,  in 
three  weeks,  $150,000  in  value,  of  pure  virgin  gold, 
24  carats,  had  arrived  there  from  Aruba. 

“The  government  have  noticed  it,  and  proclamations  j 
are  in  circulation  to  prevent  speculation  respecting 
this  most  valuable  acquisition.  The  piece  of  32  lbs. 
weight  is  here,  and  appears  perfectly  pure  and  as 
ductile  as  lead.” 

The  Law.  John  D.  Howard  was  brought  before 
the  police  court  of  Boston,  on  complaint  of  Thomas 
Tilden,  (superintendent  of  the  wall  that  is  now  build-  J 
ing  for  the  extension  of  Fanueil  Hall  Market),  as  a dis- 
orderly person.  Mr.  Tilden  stated,  that  he  was  at  work 
on  the  wall,  (agreeably  to  the  orders  of  the  city  autho- 
rities), on  some  land,  belonging  to  Mr.  Howard;  that 
Mr.  Howard  had  forbid  his  proceeding  and  put  ob- 
structions in  the  way  to  prevent  his  work.  Mr.  How- 
ard, in  defence,  said,  that  the  city  had  no  right  to  take 
his  estate  from  him,  and  that  he  would  spill  the  last 
drop  of  his  blood  before  he  would  consent  to  it.  The 
law  was  read  to  him  wherein  it  is  provided,  that  a 
town  may  take  the  property  of  an  individual  when  the 
public  good  may  require  it,  and  the  remedy  for  dama- 
ges explained  to  him;  but  he  contended  that  no  town  | 
or  city  had  a right  to  his  property  without  his  consent. 
C.  P.  Curtis,  esq.  stated  to  the  court  that  he  was  au- 
thorized by  the  city  authority,  to  take  Mr.  Howard’s 
word  that  he  would  not  obstruct  the  work,  or  take  his 
recognizance  to  keep  the  peace;  which  Mr.  H.  pe- 
remptorily refused.  He  was,  therefore,  ordered  by  ! 
the  court  to  give  the  security  to  keep  the  peace,  and  j 
put  no  obstructions  in  the  way  of  the  work,  until  ‘.he 
next  term  of  the  municipal  court,  in  September  next, 
in  the  sum  of  200  dollars.  This  he  also  refused,  and 
was,  of  course,  committed  to  gaol. 

“TIIE  NATION’S  OtTEST.” 

In  the  last  number  of  the  “Register”  we  gave  a 
brief  account  of  the  reception  of  general  La  Fayette 
in  the  city  of  New-York,  on  Monday,  the  16th  inst. ; 
and,  as  we  intend  to  keep  a record  of  the  principal 
events  that  shall  take  place  during  his  tour  through 
this  republic,  as  connected  with  him,  we  this  week 
publish  a summary  of  what  subsequently  transpired: 

After  the  general’s  arrival  at  the  City  Hall,  on  Mon- 
day, on  being  presented  to  the  corporation,  who  were 


assembled  there,  the  mayor  addres  sed  him  in  the  fol- 
lowing speech. 

General:  In  the  name  of  the  municipal  authority  of 
the  city,  I bid  you  a sincere  welcome  to  the  shores  of 
a country  •of  whose  freedom  and  happiness  you  will 
ever  be  considered  one  of  the  most  honored  and  be- 
loved founders. 

Your  only  contemporaries  in  arms,  of  whom,  in- 
deed, but  few  remain,  have  not  forgot,  and  their  pos- 
terity will  never  forget,  the  young  and  gallant 
Frenchman  who  consecrated  his  youth,  his  talents, 
his  fortune  and  his  exertions  to  their  cause — who  ex- 
posed his  life— who  shed  his  blood,  that  they  might; 
become  free  and  happy.  They  will  recollect,  with 
profound  emotions,  so  long  as  they  remain  worthy  of 
the  liberties  they  enjoy,  and  the  exertions  you  made 
to  obtain  them,  that  you  came  to  them  in  the  darkest 
period  of  their  struggle — that  you  linked  your  fortune 
with  their’s,  when  it  seemed  almost  hopeless — that 
you  shared  in  the  dangers,  privations  and  sufferings 
of  that  bitter  struggle,  nor  quitted  them,  for  a mo- 
ment, till  it  was  consummated  on  the  glorious  field  of 
Yorktown.  Half  a century  has  elapsed  since  that 
great  event,  and,  in  that  time,  your  name  has  become 
as  dear  to  the  friends,  a3  inseparably  : nnected  with 
the  cause  of  freedom,  in  the  old  as  in  the  new  world. 

The  people  of  the  United  States  look  up  to  you  as 
to  one  of  their  most  honored  parents — the  country 
cherishes  you  as  one  of  the  most  beloved  of  her  sens.  I 
hope  and  trust,  sir,  that  not  only  the  present  but  the 
future  conduct  of  countrymen,  to  the  latest  period  of 
time,  will,  among  other  slanders,  refute  the  unjust 
imputation,  that  republics  are  always  ungrateful  to 
their  benefactors. 

In  behalf  of  my  fellow  citizens  of  New-York,  and 
speaking  the  warm  and  universal  sentiments  of  the 
whole  people  of  the  United  States,  I repeat  their  wel- 
come to  our  common  country. 

Permit  me  to  add,  that  the  moment  of  my  life,  to 
which  I shall  look  back  with  the  greatest  pleasure  and 
pride,  will  be  that  in  which  it  fell  to  my  lot  to  be  art 
organ  for  expressing,  however  feebly,  a nation’s  gra- 
titude. 

To  vehlch  the  general  made  the  following  reply: 

Sir — 'While  I am  so  affectionately  received  by  the 
citizens  of  New-York,  and  their  worthy  representa- 
tives, I feel  myself  overwhelmed  with  inexpressible, 
emotions.  Thesightof  the  American  shore,  after  so 
long  an  absence;  the  recollection  of  die  many  re- 
spected friends  and  dear  companions,  no  more  to  be 
found  on  this  land;  the  pleasure  to  recognize  those 
who  have  Survived;  this  immense  concourse  of  a free 
republican  population,  who  so  kindly  welcome  me; 
the  admirable  appearance  of  the  troops,  the  presence 
of  a corps  of  the  national  navy,  have  excited  senti- 
ments to  which  no  human  language  can  be  adequate. 
You  have  been  pleased,  sir,  to  allude  to  the  happiest 
time,  the  unalloyed  enjoyments  of  my  public  life;  it 
is  trie  pride  of  my  heart  to  have  been  one  of  the  ear- 
liest adopted  sons  of  America.  I am  proud  also  to 
add,  that,  upwards  of  forty  years  years  ago,  I have 
been  particularly  honored  with  Ihc  freedom  of  this 
city.  I beg  you,  Mr.  Mayor,  T beg  you,  gentlemen, 
to  accept  yourselves,  and  to  transmit  to  the  citizens 
of  New-York,  the  homage  of  my  profound  and  ever- 
lasting gratitude,  devotion  and  respect. 

On  Tuesday,  agreeably  to  the  arrangements  of  the 
committee,  the  general  repaired,  at  12'o’clock,  to  the 
governor’s  chamber  in  the  City  Hal!,  where  he  was 
occupied  until  3 o’clock,  in  receiving  the  heart-felt 
congratulations  of  the  citizens  on  his  safe  arrival. 

On  Wednesday  the  general  visited  the  navy  yard, 
in  compliance  with  an  invitation  from  captain  Rod- 
gerSj  commandant.  Arriving  there,  he  was  conducted 
on  board  of  the  steam  frigate,  and  was  much  pleased, 
with  the  construction  of  this  formidable  and  unique 
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naval  battlement.  The  general  then  went  on  board  sentiments  and  feelings  of  our  fellow  citizens,  and 
of  the  Washington  74,  where  refreshments  were  pro-  to  make  suitable  arrangements  for  your  reception 
vided  for  the  whole  party.  After  which  he  took  a amongst  usas  the  “Guest  o/-  the  City  of  Baltimore  '1'1 
rapid  survey  of  Ihe  ship  and  those  n6w  building.  On  . We  have  deputed  Messrs.  Beale  Randall,  E.  L. 
returning  from  the  navy  yard,  the  general  repaired  to  Finley  and  Edward  G.  Woodyear,  members  of  our 
bis  room  at  the  City  Hall,  where  he  was  waited  upon  committee,  to  wait  upon  you,  on  your  arrival,  to  ap- 
by  the  reverend  clergy  of  the  city — the  officers  of  the  prise  you  of  our  wishes  and  arrangements,  and  to  as- 
militia — by  seeeral  societies — by  a great  number  of  certain  at  what  time  it  will  be  most  convenient  and 
individual  citizens,  and  by  strangers,  who  continue  i agreeable  for  you  to  honor  the  city  of  Baltimore  with 
to  flock  to  the  city  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  a sight ' a visit.  With  the  most  profound  respect  and  venera- 
of  the  man  they  so  highly  respect  and  estoem.  ’ tion  for  your  character  and  services,  we  have  the 

The  Historical  Society,  atan  extra  session,  on  Wed- T honor  to  remain,  general,  your  most  obedient  ami 
nesday,  unanimously  elected  general  La  Fayette  and  j humble  servants4, 

son,  honorary  members  of  that  institution.  About  2 ! Edward  Johnson,  mayor. 

William  Patterson, 

John  H.  Barney, 

Beale  Randall, 

Samuel  Moore, 

John  Reese, 

Edward  G.  W oodyeae, 

E.  L.  Finley. 

After  gen.  La  Fayette  had  read  the  letter  and  the 
acompanying  resolutions,  he  addressed  the  deputation 
in  an  animated  and  eloquent  manner,  fraught  with 
feeling,  strongly  expressive  of  his  attachment  to  and 
his  affectionate  recollection  of  the  city  of  Baltimore.. 
It  was  extemporaneous  and  came  warm  from  the  heart. 
After  expressing,  in  an  affecting  manner,  his  gratitude 
to  the  citizens  of  Baltimore  for  their  kindness  and  af- 
fection, his  feelings  were  excited  at  the  mention  of 
Baltimore,  and  he  exclaimed:  “Ah!  Baltimore — roelf 
do  I recollect  Baltimore,  and  with  feelings  of  pecu- 
liar gratitude:  for,  to  the  merchants  of  Baltimore,  and 
A deputation  from  the  corporation  of  Baltimore,  j particularly  to  the  ladies  of  Baltimore,  I was  indebted 
nsisting  of  Messrs.  Beale  Randall,  E.  I..  Finley  and  j for  assistance  which  enabled  me  to  open  the  Virginia 


o’clock,  both  of  these  respected  individuals  we 
ducted  to  the  halls  of  the  society,  where  they  were  [ 
presented  with  their  diplomas,  accompanied  by  a very  l 
patriotic  address  from  Dr.  Hosack  * * ? 

In  the  course  of  the  afternoon,  Henry  W.  Edwards,  I 
(senator  of  the  United  States),  and  James  A.  Hill- 
house,  esqr.  were  introduced  to  the  general,  they  hav- 
ing been  delegated  by  the  corporation  of  New  Haven 
to  invite  him  to  visit  that  city. 

On  Thursday  morning,  at  II  o’clock,  alderman 
Waldo  and  Messrs.  Staats  and  West,  a deputation 
from  the  common  council  of  the  city  cf  Hudson, 
were  introduced  to  the  general  and  presented  an  in- 
vitation to  visit  that  city — to  which  he  replied,  that  it 
would  give  him  great  pleasure  to  comply  with  the  re- 
quest of  the  citizens  of  Hudson:  on  bis  return  from 
Boston,  should  he  take  Albany  in  bis  way,  he  would 
make  it  his  duty,  if  possible,  to  visit  that  city. 

A dept 
consistin' 


Edward  G.  Moodyear,  arrived  in  New  York,  on  j campaign — without  them,  I do  not  know  what  I could 
Thursday  morning,  and  were  presented  by  the  mayor  j have  done.  Baltimore  was  a small  town  when  I was 
togen.  La  Fayette,  in  the  City  HsF.  at  12  o'clock,  j there,  but  her  citizens  were  always  a philanthropic 
On  being  introduced,  Mr.  Finley,  on  behalf  of  the  \ an<j  patriotic  people.  T — 4 — 


deputation,  addressed  him  in  the  following  terms: 
General  La  Fayette — Your  arrival  in  this  land  and 
your  reception  by  a nation  of  freemen,  present  to  the 
world  a beautiful  and  instructive  moral  spectacle: 
and,  whilst  it  manifests  the  affectionate  feelings  of  a 
people,  towards  whose  emancipation  you  so  nobly 
contributed,  it  furnishes  a practical  refutation  of  the 
doctrine  of  “republican  ingratitude.” 

But  few  of  those,  general,  with  whom  you  so  gal- 
lantly co-operated  in  the  struggle  for  our  national 


I understand  that  it  is  now  a 
I large  city,  and  her  great  and  increasing  prosperity  I 
have  heard  of  with  great  pleasure.  My  warmest 
thanks  to  the  corporation  for  their  kindness  and  af- 
fection. Give  my  most  affectionate  regard  to  the 
citizens  of  Baltimore,  and  remember  me  in  the  kind- 
est manner  to  colonel  Howard,  general  Smith,  Mr. 
Patterson,  and  all  my  old  friends  and  companions  in 
arms.  I am  going  to  Boston  and  Albany,  and  expect 
to  be  in  Philadelphia  about  the  15th  September,  and  in 
Baltimore  the  last  of  that  month;  but,  when  I arrive  in 


independence,  survive  to  greet  your  arrival:  but  they  j Philadelphia,  I will  communicate  with  you  more  fully 
have  left  to  their  descendants,  a rich  inheritance  of  j Qn  the  subject.  I will  hasten  on  to  Baltimore  as  soon 
feeling  towards  you  as  one  of  the  fathers  of  our  repub-  I as  I can.” 

lie.  Of  this’ inheritance,  Baltimore  has  liberaliv  par-  TT  i . , , , A.  ~ 

taken,  and  hnf  deputed  to  us  the  honor  of  com™-  I “V s?.re?e,y.d  a deputation  from  the  city  of 
nicatins  t •>  vou  these  resolutions,  which  arc  chores-  i PMyelphm,  mr.ting  him  to  «s.t  that  city. 
mvc  of  her  feelings.  ‘ I The  are  the  letters  of  the  mayor,  and  the 

! reply  of  general  La  Favette: 

Mr.  Finley  then  presented  to  the  genera!  the  fol-  j * Philadelphia,  July  31,  1824. 

,ving  letter  and  the  resolutions  adopted  by  the  city}  — - _ _ - . ... 


lowi 

council  of  Baltimor 


■ To  general  La  Fayette:  Sir — It  is  with  the  utmost 


;e.  [For  resolutions  see  page  882.]  j pleasure  I fulfil  the  duty  enjoined  upon  me  by  an 
Baltimore,  3 d August.  182  l.  unanimous  vote  of  the  councils  of  this  city.  The  cn- 


rival  in 


i America,  the  affect 

ionate  resp 

’their  fellow  citizens 

, have  unai 

acompanying  resob 

itions,  arid 

'gnen  a committee  to  carry  the 

In  welcoming  you 

[ to  those 

gallantly  assisted  in 

defending. 

ly  adopt- 


expeated : to  all  your  presence  will  be  most  welcome. 
In  their  name,  therefore,  and  on  their  behalf,  I beg 


undersignen  a commiuee  io  carrv  tneir  w 
effect.  In  welcoming  you  to  those  shores,  which 
you  so  gallantly  assisted  in  defending,  and  in  tender- 
ing to  you  the  warm  gratitude  of  a people,  towards  I 
whose  emancipation  you  so  nobly  contributed,  we  but ' 
echo  the  sentiments  of  millions  of  freemen,  and  parti- 1 


joy 


hes  into  , the  city  of  Philadelphia  a participation  in  thi 
which  your  arrival  in  America  will  produce. 

To  me,  personally,  sir.  it  will  ever  remain  a sub- 
ject of  pride  and  pleasure,  that  it  has  fallen  to  my  lot 
to  be  the  medium  of  this  communication. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  greatest  respect, 
cipatc  in  the  discharge  cf  a deot  of  national  gratitude  , -,  our  most  obedient  servant,  Joseph  Watson, 

to  a national  favorite:  and  if  anv  thing  could  add  to  the  ! * Mmm 


pleasure  which,  as  citizens  of  the  United  States,  we 
experience  upon  your  arrival  in  America,  it  would  j 
arise  from  the  gratifying  honor  of  being  selected  as  ! 
the  org 


Mayor  of  the  city  of  Philadelphia. 


wVeic- York,  Aug.  18,  1824. 
Sir:  With  the  most  profound  gratitude,  I have  re- 
s through  which  to  communicate  to  vou,  the  1 reived  the  kind  and  flattering  resolutions  of  the  ho- 


NILES’  REGISTER— AUGUST  28,  1824— “THE  NATION’S  GUEST.’?  422 


noraole  councils  ci  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  and  the  » 
letter  by  which  you  have  been  pleased  to  transmit  i 
them.  They  couiu  not  but  increase  the  anxious  de- , 
sire  I feel  to  revisit  the  illustrious  city,  where  so  many  I 
glorious  scenes  of  the  revolution  have  taKen  place,  and  j 
where  I have  passed  so  may  happy  ua vs.  1 am  now  j 
going  on  a previous  engagement.,  to  .,  ards  the  eastern  j 
part  of  the  union,  to  return  to  A v . 1 ork  in  the  first  j 
fortnight  of  September,  and  I do  an  ticipate  the  delight  j 
I shall  enjoy  to  pay  my  thankful,  affectionate  re-  j 
spects,  about  the  middle  of  the  same  month,  to  the  i 
citizens  of  Philadelphia,  when  1 shad  have  the  highly  | 
valued  gratification  to  tell  you,  m person,  sir,  how  re-  I 
spectfuliy  and  gratefully  1 have  the  honor  to  ce,  your  j 
most  obedient  servant,  La  Fayette. 

His  honor , Joseph  Watson , esq. 

mayor  of  the  city  of  Philadelphia. 

The  French  gentlemen  in  New  York,  to  the  number 
of  three  to  five  hundred,  waited  upon  the  general  in  a 
body — when  the  following  address  and  reply’  were 
made? 

[translation.] 

General:  In  the  name  of  the  French  residing  in 
this  city,  we  come  to  congratulate  you  on  your  safe 
arrival  on  this  hospitable  shore — on  this  land,  the 
sight  of  which  must  have  excited  in  you  the  liveliest 
emotions,  and  where  you  will  not  be  -able  to  take  a 
step  without  awakening  in  you  some  grateful  recol- 
lection'. For  a mind  like  yours,  what  purer  pleasure 
than  to  behold  the  principles  for  which  you  have 
contended,  both  on  the  field  of  battle  and  in  public 
assemblies,  consecrated  by  the  happiness  of  a whole 
nation!  The  free  and  spontaneous  homage  of  this 
generous  and  enlightened  people,  is  a striking  lesson 
for  the  powerful  of  the  earth.  It  teaches  them  that 
if  nations  forget,  or  only  remember  with  execrations, 
the  names  of  those  who  oppress  them,  they  honor, 
they  cherish  their  benefactors,  and  leave  as  a legacy, 
to  the  gratitude  of  their  posterity,  the  names  of  a 
Washington  and  a La  Fayette.  The  deep  emotions 
which  we  experience  in  seeing  you,  the  guest  of  the 
American  nation,  cannot  be  described.  From  that 
profound  feeling  we  derive  a sentiment  worthy  of 
you — it  is  the  desire  of  seeing  our  beautiful  France 
rear  and  establish  liberal  institutions,  securing  indi- 
vidual liberty,  alike  beyond  the  control  of  intrigue, 
caprice  or  despotism. 

(Signed)  Aug.  Monneron,  Prest. 

F.  Cuegary,  Secretary. 

[translation.] 

Gentlemen:  It  is  a great  happiness  for  me,  on  myr 
arrival  in  this  land  of  liberty,  to  receive  the  congratu- 
lations of  my  countrymen.  At  the  moment  of  my 
depaiture,  the  testimonials  of  the  affectionate  attach- 
ment of  the  good  city  of  Havre,  the  parting  accents 
from  the  shore  of  France,  left  in  my  heart  the  most 
grateful  emotions-  I delight  to  participate  with  you 
the  feelings  which  I experience  in  this  happy  Ameri- 
can land,  to  which  I am  bound  bv  so  many  ties.  We 
also,  patriots  of  17S9,  sought  to  establish  the  national 
dignity,  the  security  of  property,  and  the  happiness 
of  our  beautiful  France,  upon  the  sacred  foundations 
of  liberty  and  equality:  notwithstanding  our  misfor- 
tunes, the  eotemporaries  of  that  epoch,  and  especi- 
ally your  respectable  president,  will  inform  you  that 
the  revolution  of  17S9  has  greatly  meliorated  the  con- 
dition of  an  immense  majority  of  the  people.  Do 
not  let  us  despair,  gentlemen,  of  the  cause  of  liberty: 
it  is  still  dear  to  the  hearts  of  Frenchmen,  aDd  wc 
shall  one  day  have  the  felicity  of  seeing  it  established 
fn  our  beloved  country. 

On  Friday  morning,  at  an  early  hour,  New  York 
again  presented  a scene  of  bustle  and  activity,  pre- 
paratory to  the  departure  of  general  La  Fayette  and 
suit.  The  escort  paraded  at  7 o’clock,  and  repaired 
to  the  lodgings  of  thcgencralj.  at  the  City  Hotel,. from 


whence,  at  8 o’olock,  La  Fayette,  the  committee  ap- 
pointed by  the  corporation  to  accompany  him  to 
Boston,  and  the  whole  cavalcade  moved  up  Broad- 
way, to  Bond-Street,  and  thence  up  the  Third-Avenue. 
Tne  streets  w ere  thronged  with  people,  and  ihe  ge- 
neral, w ho  rode  uncovered,  repeatedly  returned  their 
expressions  of  kindness  and  attachment,  by  bowing. 

The  following  particulars  of  the  general’s  journey 
from  New-York  to  Boston,  will,  we  have  no  doubt,, 
prove  interesting  to  oui  readers: 

The  general  arrived  at  Harlaem  about  half  past  9 
o’clock,  and  stepped  for  haif  an  hour  at  the  hotel  on 
the  bridge.  As  lie  approached  a salute  was  fired,  and 
he  was  greeted  by  louu  cheers  on  all  sides  from  the  in- 
habitants  of  Harlaem,  who  wore  assembled  to  welcome 
him.  The  general  w alked  over  the  bridge,  accompa- 
nied by  tne  committee:  he  paused  for  some  minutes 
under  a tree,  on  the  other  side,  and  received  the  con- 
gratulations of  the  residents  of  Afcrrissania:  among 
whom  were  several  ladies,  on  horseback,  tastefully 
mounted,  who  paid  their  respects  with  a grace,  ele- 
gance and  feeling,  which  must  have  been  as  highly 
gratifying  to  the  general  as  it  was  interesting  to  the 
spectators.  The  general  was  met  at  Hariaem  by  a 
deputation  from  the  town  of  New'  Rochelle,  who  pre- 
sented him  with  the  following  address: 

“The  inhabitants  of  the  town  of  New  Rochelle 
have  deputed  Gideon  Coggeshail  and  Laird  M.  H. 
Butler,  to  wait  on  major  general  La  Fayette,  to  ex- 
press to  him  their  happiness  on  his  safe  arrival  in  the 
bosom  of  that  country  for  whose  liberty  he  so  nobly 
fought  and  bied,  and  to  request  him  to  allow  them  the 
pleasure  of  expressing  personally  to  him  their  feel- 
ings of  gratitute  for  his  important  services  in  that 
arduous  struggle  from  which  emanated  that  glorious 
independence,  now  their  proudest  boast.” 

The  deputation  joined  the  escort  on  their  taking 
up  the  line  of  march  from  Harlaem.  Every  cottage 
and  farm  house,  near  enough  to  the  road  for  its  inha- 
bitants to  be  apprized  of  his  near  approach,  was  emp- 
tied of  its  inmates,  who  lined  the  w7ay  side,  their 
countenances  gleaming  with  the  most  animated  curi- 
osity, while  they  bowed  w ith  respect  and  gratitude. 
The  hardy  sons  of  toil,  “leaving  their  ploughs  in  the 
half  furrowed  field,  and  casting  aside  their  imple- 
ments of  husbandry,”  at  the  sound  of  “the  general,  is 
coming,”  were  seen  rushing  to  thS  roadside,  waving 
their  hats  with  enthusiasm,  and  giving  vent  to  their 
feelings  in  shouts  and  huzzas.  At  W est  Farms,  at 
West  Chester  and  East  Chester,  the  inhabitants  were 
assembled  en  masse;  and  the  waving  of  handkerchiefs 
and  scarfs,  amidst  the  most  animated  plaudits  and 
cheering,  gave  the  general  a heart-felt  assurance  of 
welcome.  Arrived  at  New  Rochelle,  the  scene  was 
brilliant  in  the  extreme.  The  balcony  and  roof  of 
the  post  office,  and  of  capt.  Peler’s  hotel,  on  the  op- 
posite side  of  the  street,  at  which  house  the  general 
stopped,  were  filled  with  ladies.  'The  shouts  of  the 
people,  the  roaring  of  the  cannon,  the  merry  peal  of 
the  bells,  the  music  of  a full  Sand,  the  eager,  yet  re- 
spectful anxiety  of  the  people  to  shake  him  by  the 
hand,  and  bid  him  welcome,  must  have  made  as  gra- 
tifying an  impression  on  the  mind  of  the  general,  as 
any  reception  which  had  gone  before.  Here,  more 
j than  one  oUl  seventy  sizer, 

“Wlio  funglit  aii<!  biedin  freedom’s  ch use,”  ■ 
came  to  visit  their  leilowsoldier.  “Do  yo.u  remember, 

! general,”  said  one,  “who  began  the  attack  at  Brandy- 
j wine?”  “Aha!  Yes — it  was  Maxwell,  with  the  Jersey 
troops!”  “So  it  was!  so  it  was!”  replied  the  delighted 
interrogator.  “Well,  I was  with  his  brigade!”  A warm 
clasp  of  the  hand  was  all  the  utterrance  to  feelings 
which  were  meet  reward  for  a life  spent  in  the 
cause  of  liberty.  At  Mnmaroneck,  the  general  was 
received  with  the  same  enthusiastic  welcome.  A 
salute  was  fired  by  the  inhabitants,  the  bells  were 
rung,  and  an  excellent  band  of  mifsis"  cOntintu  a- 
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playing  our  national  airs.  At  Rye,  the  general, 
his  suite,  and  the  committee  of  arrangements,  dined 
together  at  Pcnfield’s  hotel.  On  stopping  at  Mr.  More- 
man’s,  at  Sawpits,  three  miles  beyond,  to  take  a glass 
of  wine,  he  was  received  by  a large  party  of  gentle- 
men on  horseback,  from  that  village,  White  Plains, 
and  the  neighborhood,  and  several  excellent  bands  of 
music.  Two  masts  were  erected  here,  one  on  each 
side  of  the  road,  bearing  a red  and  a white  pendant, 
and  displaying  the  name  of  “La  Fayette”  over  the 
road.  The  whole  was  handsomely  decorated  with 
evergreens.  Having  shaken  hands  with  hundreds, 
young  and  old,  and  received  their  greetings,  he  passed 
on  to  Byram  Bridge,  the  line  of  the  state  of  N.  York, 
where  the  general  was  met  by  the  Connecticut  troop 
of  horse:  here  a salute  was  fired  by  the  inhabitants, 
and  the  general,  with  the  united  escort,  and  a large 
cavalcade  of  ladies  and  gentlemen,  proceeded  on  to 
Putnam’s  Hill,  at  Greenwich,  or  Horseneek,  as  it  is 
called,  in  allusion  to  Putnam’s  remarkable  feat.  Here 
was  a “heart  uplifting  scene;”  the  general  left  his 
carriage  at  the  hotel,  and  walked  down  the  hill,  ac- 
companied by  the  committee  and  the  rev.  Mr.  Lewis 
and  his  son.  The  road  is  here  cut  through  a solid 
rock,  which  rises  about  twenty  feet  perpendicularly 
on  each  side.  Hundreds  of  ladies  thronged  the  hill 
on  one  side, ‘the  gentlemen  occupied  the  other.  As 
the  general  passed  down  the  hill,  a salute  was  fired. 
From  one  side  of  the  rock  to  the  other,  over  the  road, 
u rural  arch  wa's  thrown,  composed  of  pine  branches 
;i nd  wild  briar,  and  decorated  with  roses,  the  whole 
designed  by  the  ladies;  pendant  from  the  centre  of 
the  arch  was  a shield,  bearing  the  following  inscrip- 
tion : 

“ This  arch,  on  the  hill  rendered  memorable  by  the  brave 
gen.  Putnam,  is  erected  in  honor  of  the  illustrious  general 
La  Fayette,  the  early  and  distinguished  champion  of  Ame- 
rican liberty,  and  the  tried  f riend  of  Washington .” 

The  centre  of  the  arch  was  surmounted  by  an  old 
'revolutionary  flag,  mangled  and  torn  in  the  battle’s 
fiercest  rage  It  was  the  very  banner  that  waved  over 
she  heads  of  our  heroes  at  the  battle  of  White  Plains; 
it  carried  the  mind  back  to  the  times  that  tried  men’s 
souls,  and  every  soul  that  there  contemplated  it, 
felt  that  it  could  stand  the  trial.  The  reverend  Mr. 
Lewis  read  the  inscription  to  the  general — told  him 
the  history  of  the  flag,  and  pointed  out  to  him  the 
vact  spot  of  the  heroic  exploit  of  the  bravo  general 
Putnam.  The  general  expressed  himself  highly  gra- 
iified  and  interested.  On  parting,  the  reverend  and 
patriotic  pastor  said,  ‘general,  America  loves  you!” 
“ And  I,  sir,”,  said  the  general,  “most  truly  love  Arae- 
At  the  town  of  Greenwich,  another  salute  was 
fired,  and  the  same  demonstrations  of  welcome  conti- 
'lueil  along  the  road.  The  general  arrived  at  Stam- 
r.trd  about  G o’clock,  and  alighted  at  major  Daven- 
port’s, where  he  remained  for  about  an  hour. 

lie  arrived  at  Norwalk,  at  8 P.  M.  where  his  arrival 
was  announced  by  a salute  from  the  heights,  and  dis- 
charges of  musketry.  The  bells  of  the  churches  and 
the  academies  rang  merrily.  An  arch  was  formed 
across  the  bridge,  with  the  following  inscription: — 

“WELCOME  LA  FAYETTE,” 

i large  letters,  on  a white  ground.  On  one  side  of 
' 10  arch  the  American  flag  was  displayed,  and  on  the 
bier  a French  flag.  Such  was  the  earnestness  to  see 
■ a,  while  he  remained  at  Norwalk,  that  the  hotel  was 
.■owed  to  excess.  The  general  departed  about  9 
'duck  at  night.  At  Saugatuck,  owing  to  the  lateness 
■ i the  hour  when  the  cavalcade  approached,  it  being 
i at  night,  the  villagers  could  do  no  more  than  give 
..fir  loud  huzzas  as  the  general  passed.  The  eaval- 
ul*.  arrived  at  Fairfield  about,  half  past  ten  at  night. 

! 1 this  beautiful  town  great  preparations  were  made  to 
■ooive  him.  The  general  arrived  at  Bridgeport  bc- 
i “n  11  and  1x2  o’clock,  where  he  put  up  for  the  re- 
. vJ.i-r  of  the  night.  He  left  Bridgeport  about  7 A. 


M.  on  Saturday  morning,  escorted  by  the  citizens  on 
horseback,  and  departed  amidest  the  discharge  of 
artillery,  the  ringing  of  bells,  and  the  cheers  of  the 
populace,  lie  arrived  at  Stratford  between  8 and  9, 
where  he  remained  about  half  an  hour — a salute  was 
fired,  the  flags  were  hoisted,  and  the  citizens  formed 
along  the  main  street  and  cheered  him  as  he  passed. 
The  cavalcade  next  reached  New  Haven.  lie  was 
escorted  into  the  city  by  the  horse  guards  and  mount- 
ed volunteers;  he  was  received  by  the  mayor  and  cor- 
poration on  his  arrival — governor  Wolcott  addressed 
the  general  in  a short  but  expressive  speech,  which 
was  returned  with  great  feeling  by  the  general.  Af- 
ter a review  of  the  troops,  which  was  concluded  by  a 
feu-de-joie,  and  thundering  acclamations  of  the  peo- 
ple, the  general  returned  thanks  for  his  reception, 
saying  he  was  delighted.  He  proceeded  on  to  Say- 
brook  in  the  afternoon,  where  he  lodged  on  Saturday 
night.  On  Sunday  morning,  he  proceeded  on  and 
reached  New  London  at  9 o’clock,  where  ho  attended 
divine  worship  at  the  Presbyterian  church,  and  a 
part  of  the  forenoon  service  at  the  Episcopal  church 
— -after  which,  he  received  the  citizens  at  the  house 
of  judge  Perkins,  where  he  dined.  In  the  afternoon, 
he  re-commenced  his  journey,  and  reached  Norwich 
at  6 o’clock,  where  he  stopped  several  hours,  and 
then  went  to  Plainfield  to  lodge,  which  is  about  30 
miles  this  side  of  Providence. 

FOREIGN  NEW'S. 

Great  Britain  and  Ireland.  A very  extensive 
scheme  has  been  set  on  foot  in  London,  to  purchase 
all  the  crown  and  part  of  the  clergy  reserves  in  Ca- 
nada. 

The  quarter’s  accounts  of  the  revenue  of  Great 
Britain  were  made  up  to  July  5.  There  had  been  a 
decrease  of  429,977/.  for  the  quarter,  on  account  of 
the  repayment  of  the  silk  duties,  but  an  increase  of 
1.033, 23  l/.  in  the  revenue  of  the  year,  the  net  produce 
being  50,412,572/'. 

The  Valorus  frigate  has  arrived  in  England  from 
Mexico,  with  $809,000  specie,  and  an  ambassador 
from  the  Mexican  government. 

A package  of  Greek  newspapers  lately  arrived  in 
London,  the  postage  of  which  was  only  /.  77  1 0s.!! 

A new  company  has  been  incorporated  in  London, 
called  the  “London  steam  washing  company,”  for 
the  purpose  of  w'ashrngall  kinds  of  clothes  by  steam. 

The  floating  island  in  Derwent  lake,  Keswick,  has 
again  made  its  appearance  above  the  surface  of  the 
water,  it  is  seven  years  since  this  phenomenon  wras 
last  seen. 

France.  Envoys  from  Hayti  have  arrived  in  France,, 
and  it  is  stated  that  negociations  are  now  pending  bo 
between  them  and  the  French  government. 

The  king  of  France  has  granted  to  bishop  Cheverus, 
lately  of  Boston,  letters  of  naturalization,  which  were 
for  some  time  withheld  from  him,  and,  after  taking 
the  oaths,  lie  was  to  proceed  to  his  diocess. 

A person  who  for  some  time  past  has  been  proclaim- 
ing himself  the  son  of  Louis  XVI,  in  the  American 
newspapers,  is  denounced  as  a madman  in  the  Parii 
prints. 

Spain.  A kind  of  congress,  formed  of  the  ambas- 
sadors of  the  holy  alliance,  is  now  talked  of.  The 
actual  situation  of  Spain,  the  occupation  of  Cadiz, 
and  the  future  destiny  of  the  Balearian  islands,  are 
said  to  be  subjects  upon  which  the  conference  will 
lake  place. 

The  pope’s  nuncio  has  transmitted  to  the  king, 
through  the  medium  of  the  chief  secretary  of  state, 
the  circular  bull  addressed  by  pope  Leo  XII.  to  all  the 
patriarchs,  primates,archbishops  and  bishops  upon  the 
occasion  of  his  elevation  to  the  pontifical  dignity,  as 
well  as  the  bull,  for  the  publication  of  the  jubilee  for 
1825.  The  holy  father  speaks  against  indifference  in 
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religious  matters,  against  Bible  societies,  and  the  holy  arrived,  sent  to  me  by  his  excel! 
scriptures  being  translated  into  the  vulgar  tongues. 

The  •government  finds  insurmountable  diificulties  in 


:y,  the  liberator, 


the  levy  of  the  quiutas.  In  several  towns  the  young 
men  drawn  answer  the  appeal,  but  when  a musket  is 
olfered  them,  they  refuse  it  and  take  to  flight. 

The  formation  of  the  royal  guards  goes  on  very 
slowly.  It  consists,  as  yet,  of  only  one  regiment  of 
royal  fusileers,  two  battalions  of  infantry,  and  two 
hundred  guardes  de  corps.  The  line  is  to  consist  of 
CO, 000  men,  including  the  provincial  militia. 

At  Valentia,  new  apprehensions  have  been  made. 
It  may  be  said  that  a quarter  of  the  population  of  the 
kingdom  is  at  this  moment  in  prison. 

There  is  in  circulation  a proclamation  of  Mina,  ad- 
dressed to  the  Spanish  people. 

Italy.  Letters  from  Italy  state,  .that  the  continual 
rains  during  the  winter  and  spring,  have  caused  part 
of  the  hill  on  which  the  town  of  Avigliano  is  built,  to 
give  way.  Several  lakes  have  been  formed  from  this 
occurrence. 

The  king  of  Naples  has  prohibited  the  culture  of 
tobacco  in  a great  part  of  his  territories. 

Prussia.  The  Prussian  government  have  just  pub- 
lished a decision,  by  which  the  associations  of  stu- 
dents called  Barschenschassen  are  assimilated  to  the 
secret  societies  prohibited  by  law,  and  subjected  to 
the  same  penalties. 

Greece.  The  speech  of  Mr.  Webster,  of  the  house 
of  representatives  of  the  United  States,  on  the  Greek 
question,  has  been  translated  into  the  Greek  language, 
printed,  and  a large  number  of  copies  transmitted  to 
Greece,  to  be  distributed  among  the  people  of  that 
country. 

An  American  missionary  has  established  a press  at 
Malta,  and  translated  several  useful  books  into  the 
Greek  language. 

Colombia.  The  treaty  between  the  governments 
of  Colombia  and  Buenos  Ayres  has  been  ratified. 

In  order  that  nothing  should  be  wanting  to  enable 
Bolivar  to  complete  the  important  measure  of  de- 
stroying royalism  in  Peru,  the  Colombian  govern- 
ment had  decreed,  independent  of  the  ordinary  taxes, 
an  extra  contribution,  which  was  levied  on  all  the 
citizens,  male  and  female,  and  on  the  public  bodies, 
not  even  excepting  the  clergy.  Every  individual  had 
to  pay  a quarter  of  a dollar,  and  people  of  property 
the  same  sum  additional  on  every  fifty  dollars  capital 
over  fifty  dollars. 

This  contribution  appears  to  have  been  cheerfully 
submitted  to  by  all  classes  of  the  community. 

It  appears,  by  a recent  condemnation  at  Laguira, 
that  the  Colombian  government  has  not  recognized 
the  doctrine  that  free  ships  make  free  goods.  A 
doctrine  which  was  much  discussed  in  the  American 
papers  during  the  war  between  England  and  France 
— and  which  the  latter  appeared  friendly  to. 

It  had  been  proposed  to  abolish  the  perpetuity  of 
the  vows  of  females  who  take  the  veil,  and  to  allow 
them  to  renew  them  every  third  or  fourth  year,  or  to 
rejoin  society. 

An  embargo  is  laid  at  Puerto  Cavello,  until  the  ex- 
pedition of  3000  men  sail  for  Peru,  which  will  depart 
about  the  15th  of  August  for  Chagres. 

Peru.  By  a recent  arrival  wc  have  some  interesting 
facts  in  relation  to  the  affairs  of  Peru:  the  Liberta- 
dor,  (Bolivar),  was  to  open  the  campaign  in  June, 
with  an  army  of  10,000  infantry  and  2,000  cavalry,  in 
the  best  possible  state  of  organization:  from  the  fol- 
lowing official  communication  wc  have  full  confirma- 
tion of  the  report  that  the  Spanish  general,  Olaneta, 
had  espoused  the  cause  of  the  patriots,  and  by  that 
event  sealed  the  independence  of  Peru. 

“lntendencia  and  comruandautia,  general  Piura, 
19th  May,  1824.” 

“I  have  the  pleasure  to  announce  to  your  excel- 
lency the  official  news  received  by  an  express  just 


wtiha  copy,  and  which  is  as  folio  -.vs: 

“Ben  ; >.  • of  Peru,  prefecture  of  the  department  of 
“ TiUAiiio,  May  13,  1824.  To  the  intendant  of  the 
“ province  of  Peru,  commandant  general  Manuel  de 
“ Torres  Valdivia — circular. 

“I  this  moment  received,  by  express,  from  his  ex- 
“ eellency,  the  dictator,  the  agreeable  news  that  gen. 
“ Olaneta,  who  was  with  a strong  division  in  the  pro- 
“ vinces  of  upper  Peru,  after  having  defeated  general 
“ Oarra'ala,  who  followed  him  with  a corps  equally 
“strong  as  his  own,  and  taking  them  prisoners,  has 
“ gone  over  to  the  patriot  troops,  and  has  at  last  re- 
“ cognized  the  justice  with  which  America  recovers 
“her  liberty  and  independence.  Your  excellency 
“ will  cause  this  news  to  be  announced  to  the  people 
“ and  celebrated  as  it  ought  to  be.  God  preserve 
“you.  Joseph  Gabriel  Peres.” 

This  unexpected  event  shews  us  that  the  destinies 
of  America  are  fixed  and  irrevocable.  The  liberator, 
with  the  activity  which  distinguishes  him,  will  avail 
himself  of  all  the  advantages  which  this  event  offers, 
and  Colombia,  covered  with  glory,  will  have  given  in- 
dependence to  South  America.  I beg  to  congratu- 
late you  on  this  success.  God  preserve  you. 

Manuel  Torres  Valdivia. 
Chili.  A minister  has  been  appointed  from  the 
government  of  Chili,  to  the  U.  S.  his  name  is  Campino. 

General  Freyre,  the  supreme  director,  had  been  on 
an  expedition  against  Chiloe,  an  island  near  the  ex- 
tremity of  Chili,  the  only  point  in  this  country  still  in 
possession  of  the  royalists. 

Chili  appears  to  be  secure  from  any  apprehension 
except  of  expeditions  from  Europe. 

Paraguay.  The  supreme  director  of  the  province  of 
Paraguay,  has  interdicted  all  intercourse  with  any 
other  section  of  country,  and  has  imprisoned  the  ce- 
lebrated naturalist  and  companion  of  Humboldt,  Mr. 
Bousslans,  for  introducing  sea  island  cotton  seed. 

Mexico.  The  ex-emperor  Iturbide,  and  family,  are 
reported  as  having  landed  at  Soto  La  Marina,  and  to 
have  been  well  received  by  the  people.  He  had  re- 
fused to  be  escorted  by  part  of  the  garrison  of  Soto 
la  Marina  in  his  journey  into  the  interior,  and  had. 
been  invited  by  the  most  influential  men  in  the  coun- 
try to  return,  as  the  only  many  who  could  prevent 
anarchy  and  confusion.  Four  provinces  are  stated  to 
have  declared  in  his  favor  immediately  on  liis  land- 
ing- 


Republic  of  Colombia. 

Juan  de  Escalona,  brigadier  general  of  the  armies  qT 
the  republic,  intendent  of  the  department  of  Vene- 
zuela. 

The  observance  of  the  laws  and  dispositions  of  go- 
vernment, being  the  sole  object  and  end  of  my  exer- 
tions, in  order  that  1 may  do  justice  to  the  confidence 
with  which  it  has  thought  fit  to  honor  me,  by  confer- 
ring on  me  the  intendency  of  this  department;  and 
observing  that  the  decree  respecting  the  consignment's 
of  foreign  merchants,  issued  by  the  supreme  execu- 
tive power  on  the  27th  February,  1S22,  published  by 
proclamation  in  this  capital  on  the  20th  of  April  of  the 
same  year,  and  inserted  in  the  public  papers,  has  not 
been  executed  or  complied  with  in  this  capital,  nor 
at  the  sea  ports  and  others  places  to  which  it  relates., 
and  this  to  the  grievous  injury  of  the  interests  of  the 
state,  and  the  rights  of  the  citizens,  1 do  deerce  as 
follows: 

1st.  The  aforementioned  decree  of  the  supreme 
government  of  the  27th  of  February,  1822,  shall  be 
re-published  in  this  capital,  in  Puerto  Cabello,  La 
Guayra  and  other  cantons,  in  ordpr  that  it  may  be 
punctually  observed. 

2d.  From  the  day  following  this  publication  all  fo- 
reign merchants,  who,  without  having  complied  v.- ii.fi 
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the  3d  article  of  the  said  decree,  may  have  open 
stores  without  being  consigned  to  a Colombian  mer- 
chant, must  close  them,  uuder  a penalty  of  $50,  to  be 
applied  according  to  the  8th  article  of  the  said  decree. 

3d.  In  order  to  avoid  all  abuses  of  this  decree,  by 
persons  cubing  themselves  Colombian  merchants 
without  being  so,  and  thus  lending  their  names  to  fo- 
reigners for  the  purpose  of  eluding  the  decree,  the 
intendency  will  establish  a special  commission,  con- 
sisting cf  merchants  of  known  probity,  whose  pro- 
vince it  will  be  to  ascertain  the  pretensions  of  mer- 
chants generally,  and  to  admit  or  reject  the  applica- 
tions of  ail  who  may  desire  to  become  such.  This 
commission  will  consistof  the  political  judge  as  pre- 
sident, .,ith  the  reporder  of  the  municipality,  and 
three  others,  only  qualified  as  members,  among  whom 
will  be  included  in  this  city,  the  second  alcalde. 

4th.  Should  the  consulado  be  re-established,  it  will 
he  vested  in  this  commission;  and,  in  that  case,  the 
members  of  the  consulado,  at  the  sea  ports  and  else- 
where, will  supply  the  places  of  the  political  judges. 

5th.  Within  eight  days  of  the  publication  of  this 
order,  the  respective  political  judges  shall  announce 
to  the  intendency,  the  fulfilment  of  the  8th  article  of 
the  decree,  and  will  remit  a copy  of  the  register  of 
the  foreign  merchants,  which  is  therein  ordered  to  be 
kept,  with  separate  lists  of  wholesale  and  retail  ven- 
ders, who  have  complied  with  the  8th  and  4th  ar- 
ticles. 

6th.  Over  and  above  the  transmission  of  this  regis- 
ter of  foreign  merchants  to  the  intendency,  the  poli- 
tical judges  will  transmit  a copy  of  the  same  to  the 
respective  administrators  of  the  custom  houses,  for 
the  due  fulfilment  of  that  part  of  the  decree  which 
applies  to  them. 

7th.  No  goods  are  to  be  delivered  out  of  the  cus- 
tom house  to  foreign  merchants  not  named  in  the  re- 
gister, or,  who  being  so  named,  have  not  complied  with 
the  provisions  of  the  decree  respecting  security,  bail, 
See. 

8th.  The  political  judges  are  charged  with  the  ex- 
act fulfilment  of  the  6th  article  of  the  decree,  and  the 
execution  thereof  in  this  city  is  confined  to  the  most 
illustrious  municipality. 

Let  this  be  published  by  proclamation,  and  by  in- 
sertion in  the  public  papers;  let  it  be  duly  circulated 
and  communicated  to  the  supreme  government. 

Given  in  Caracas,  the  13th  of  July,  1S24. 

(Signed)  JUAN DE  ESCALONA. 

By  authority — Secretary  of  the  Intendency, 

JOSE  LUIS  KAMOS. 


CHRONICLE. 

Gen.  Dearborn , our  minister  at  Portugal,  and  family, 
arrived  at  Boston  on  the  19th  inst.  from  Lisbon,  in  the 
ship  Plato. 

Yellow  fever.  It  is  officially  announced  that  the 
yellow  fever  exists  in  Charleston,  S.  C.  and  New 
Orleans. 

Indian  news.  Four  white  men  have  been  killed  and 
scalped,  in  the  neighborhood  of  lake  Pepin,  supposed 
by  the  Chippewa  Indians. 

The  Sioux,  Chippeways,  Sacs  and  Foxes  are  waging 
a bloody  war. 

Emigration  to  Ilayli.  About  thirty  families  of  blacks 
sailed  from  Philadelphia  on  the  23d  inst.  for  Hayti, 
under  the  direction  of  Mr.  Granville,  the  agent  of  the 
Haytien  government. 

JVeiu  publications.  Mr.  Wiley,  of  New-York,  has  in 
press  a work  entitled,  “Memoirs  of  Gilbert  Mottie, 
marquis  de  La  Fayette,  comprising  his  military,  po- 
litical and  private  life.  By  general  William  Decou- 
dray  Holstein,  who,  under  the  name  of  Peter  Feid- 


mann,  contributed  to  his  enlargement  from  the  pri- 
son of  Olmutz.”  , 

A gentleman  in  Philadelphia  is  engaged  in  compiling 
a work  containing  an  account  of  the  reception  of  gen. 
La  Fayette  in  the  various  parts  of  the  U.  States. 

Died , in  Northumberland  county,  Pa.  general  John 
Bull , in  the  94th  year  of  his  age — he  was  a faithful 
soldier  of  the  revolution. 

at  Providence,  R.  I.  JohnH.  Curien,  ap  officer 

of  the  revolutionary  army  under  Rochambeau,  in  the 
91st  year  of  his  age. 

on  the  night  of  the  20th  inst.  at  his  residence 

in  Caroline  county,  Ya.  col.  John  Taylor,  a senator  in 
congress,  venerable  for  his  years,  and  esteemed  for 
his  public  and  private  worth. 

Kentucky.  Joseph  Desha  has  been  elected  governor, 
and  Robert  McJlfee,  lieut.  governor  of  this  state,  for 
the  next  four  years.  The  election  for  representatives 
to  the  1 9'th  congress,  as  far  as  the  returns  have  been 
received,  has  resulted  as  follows:  Henry  Clay,  David 
Trimble,  Thomas  Metcalfe,  James  Johnson,  Thomas 
P.  Moore,  Charles  A Wickliffe,  Robert  Henry  and  Mr. 
Lecompte. 

Valuable  bequests.  The  testament  of  the  late  Julien 
Poydras,  of  Point  Coupee,  Lou.  has  been  opened,  and 
it  contains  the  following  liberal  bequests. 

For  a college  at  Point  Coupee,  §20,000. 

For  marriage  portions  to  poor  girls  of  said  parish, 
§30,000. 

To  each  of  his  god-sons  and  daughters,  §500. 

For  marriage  portions  to  poor  girls  of  the  parish  of 
West  Baton  Rouge,  §30,000. 

To  the  charily  hospital  of  New-Orleans,  his  house 
on  Levee,  between  St.  Louis  and  Conti  streets,  and  his 
house  in  Bourbon  street. 

To  the  Poydras  Female  Asylum,  all  his  houses  in 
Poydras  street,  and  on  the  Batture. 

To  Miss  Galatin,  $10,000. 

To  his  testamentary  executors,  who  are  Messrs. 
Gui  Richard  and  Beauduc,  25,000  dollars. 

The  late  Ebenezer  Knight  Dexter  has  left  an  estate, 
valued  at  sixty  thousand  dollars,  in  trust  for  the  poor 
of  the  town  of  Providence,  R.  I. 

Boston  police.  Mr.  Quincy,  the  mayor  of  Boston, 
was  fined  in  the  sum  of  two  dollars  and  costs,  amount- 
ing to  $6.84,  for  galloping  his  horse  through  one  of 
the  streets  of  that  city,  notwithstanding  he  was  engag- 
ed in  public  business.  A man  was  also  fined  two  dol- 
lars and  costs,  for  smoking  a segar  in  the  street!!! 

The  laio!  It  is  stated  that  there  is  a case  in  one  of 
the  courts  of  Vermont,  that  originated  about  an  arti- 
cle of  the  value  of  seventy-five  cents,  which  has  been 
continued  along  until  each  party  is  responsible  for 
about  two  thousand  dollars. 

Poisoned  cheese.  Twenty-four  men,  in  the  neighbor- 
hood of  Bedford,  Mass,  were  severely  poisoned  by 
eating  cheese  that  had  been  colored  with  red  lead. 

Cast  iron  bits.  A Dearborn  wagon,  containing  a 
family,  upset  in  the  state  of  Ohio,  and  injured  several 
persons  severely,  in  consequence  of  the  bit  of  the 
bridle  breaking,  which  was  found  to  be  composed  of 
cast  iron. 

Frost  in  dog  days.  On  the  night  of  the  3d  August, 
a sligut  frost  was  experienced  at  Montpelier,  Yt. 

Extraordinary  fruitfulness.  A wheat  stalk,  which 
grew  this  summer  on  a farm  in  Allentown,  Pa.  is  stat- 
ed to  have  had,  apparently,  from  a single  root,  forty 
six  perfect  branches,  averaging  35  grains  each,  or 
1,510  grains  in  the  whole. 

Haytien  tragedy.  The  Propagateur  Haytien  states, 
that  a negress,  sixteen  years  of  age,  has  composed  a 
tragedy,  entitled  the  “Death  of  Christophe.” 

Dogs.  Eighty-four  dogs  were  killed  in  one  week  ik 
the  city  of  Philadelphia. 
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